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The following resolution, introduced by Mr. Bradbury, having been made 
the special order for this day, viz.:

R«oL.l That the President be requested to cause to be laid before the Senate alt charges which have been preferted or filed in 
nuv of t e Denartrnenui S,t individuals who have been removed from office uses the 4th .lay ot March last, wtth a specification 
of the c^s if anT"n Xcb the officers charged have had opportunity to be hoard, and a state,nmt ot the number of removals 
made under each Department, including subordinates in the custom-houses and other branches ol the public service.

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, who was entitled to the floor, addressed the 
Senate as follows:  .

Mr Phesiiibxt : I did not vote for the postponement of the census bill, for the reason that I desired 
to leave the subject to the judgment of the Senate, without any interposition on my part. If the body 
had seen fit to proceed with the consideration of that bill, it would not have given occasion to any com­
plaint by me, although I have believed, and still believe, that the pendency of this resolution has been 
attended with considerable inconvenience to the public service. It is well known that most of the nomi­
nations of the President still remain undisposed of; in many cases the offices to be fi led are vacant, 
by reason of expiration of the terms of the late incumbents ; and I more than suspect that this resolu­
tion and considerations connected therewith have caused the delay. I have been rather surprised that 
Senators have not manifested more earnestness, not to say anxiety, to have a disposition of the 
question now before the body. I do not know but that there may be some stern necessity (to me, 
however incomprehensible) impelling us to an incessant discussion of the slavery questmn. We have 
been engaged for more than three long months in considering nothing but preliminaries We have not 
been permitted to vote even on a question of reference. We have much of the time had but two speeches 
a Week—one for Monday and Tuesday, another for Wednesday and 1 hursday; and when the latter day 
has arrived, we have adjourned over to the succeeding Monday, to resume the same topic, and to end 
the week in the same way. In the mean time, it has been utterly impossible to bring the attention of 
the Senate to the ordinary business of the session. We have not recurred to any one of the important 
suggestions and recommendations contained in the annual message of the President, and a vast number 
of bills, public and private, have accumulated on our calendar, and are likely to fall with the session. 
I regard these discussions, which have so long embarassed us, as oI very little practical utility. Under 
these circumstances, I think, Mr. President, that it will not be without some use to have a slight inter­
ruption of this disputation o^the subject of slavery, when every member of the Senate knows hat the 
questions are settled already, so far as the judgment of the Senate is concerned. Perhaps I shall not be 
able to interest the body, bull can at any rate, do one thing—I can create a sort of a hiatus in a dis­
pute which should have been brought to a close long ago. (Laughter.)
1 I presume, Mr. President, that there is not a single member of this Senate that could feel a stronger 
repugnance than I do to embarking in a discussion which must partake, more or less, of a party char­
acter During the considerable period that I was a member of the House of Representatives, (associated 
with vou sir, for one-half of that period,) I have no recollection of having, in any instance availed 
mvself of the privileges of the floor, except to attend to some matter of business, or to consider some 
question of a broad national interest. I desire that it may be understood that such will ordina­
rily be my course as a member of the Senate. And, sir, if I depart from that rule of conduct 
now, it is because I consider this resolution and the remarks ot my friend from Marne Mr. 
BiiAPBvnr,) in their scope and purport, as tending to cast dishonor upon the President of 
the United States. I am among the number ot those who repose, a high confidence m the in­
tegrity of our Chief Magistrate. I believe that he has been actuated m his course by liberal, patriotic, 
iust and elevated views and sentiments. I believe him to be entirely worthy of the affections and the 
confidence of the American people. Under such circumstances, notwithstanding the repugnance I feel 
to this sort of discussion, I enter with alacrity upon the task of vindicating his conduct, and of show­
ing that he has not departed one hair from the position which he assumed before the American people 
when a candidate for the highest office in their gift. _ _ ________—-- ---------- -
'—————■ ———— 'Powers, printer.—Price $2 00 per hundred.
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unworthy of the confidence of the country. Whatever others may think of I should c ns7d h ma^ 
uX“ man-°ne Wh° °Ught t0 be C3St fr°m the resP=ct and a^iation of aU ho^orabie and aH

I will, without further preliminary remarks, address myself to the examination of this subiect in all its 
beanngs. And, in the first p ace, 1 desire to call the particular attention of the Senate to the character 
of this moo, extraordinary resolution. Before entering on that topic, however, I would observe that I am 
fix^teh-nP iOrSo S1fer I**6 re“?arks °TfTmy hon°rable friend as part of the resolution itself; or, rather they 
te whi h I =h n hand mean.lng- UP°n thls p°int 1 have satisfactory authority to produce—an authority 
nfthh 24th ca have occa3l0n.t0 re,er several times m the course of my remarks. At the second session 
of the 24th Congress, a committee was raised by the House of Representatives for the purpose of inouir 
wi‘pla^d henHoTHS A ^rh COmmittcd in the Departments in this city, at the head of which 
was placed the Hon. H. A. Wise. The committee met and passed the following resolution:

‘eamm^rth'a h« X? ‘’l ^e™‘iVe ne‘-^ent3 be direct-
paid since the 4th of March. 1829, to the 1st December last if any ^withont anfffi? haV<f b®6k al,l,0lnLed’ or employed, or
in the last printed register of public officers, commonly called the Blue Book ) by the Prliden^^ n<>t eontained
spectively, and without nomination to or the advice and consent of the Senate oLhe TTnh^? J S ° DePartments re­
officers or agents, or deputies, the sums paid to each, the se?viees rendered and h. wh^. » Tt. * Sh0W,?g f l]e liameso^™h 
masons for such appointments.”-^ Dock-M ® Pa‘d’ What

i JhiS, 7s,olTution was communicated to President Jackson, and, in reply, he addressed a characteristic 
letter, dated January 26, 1837, to Mr. Wise, from which I submit the following extract:
v/cons^mliS^lijn^Xb'^pG^
ments. The resolution axlopted by the committee, as well as that adopted tv the °d W*16 Executive Depart-
your introductory speech, which gave a character to the whole proceedmg.”7 1 ‘ f’ mUSt be taken ln connexton with 

So I say the introductory speech of the honorable Senator (Mr. Braobury) irives a character tn thin 
resolution, and with these lights we cannot mistake its true purport and object. O

No one can read the remarks of the honorable Senator without seeing that the real purpose of this 
movement is political agitation, at the expense of President Taylor. His motives are to be questioned 
IZlX AS„b“ X ■“* r"mde "d h” ”«•">. " S.

I have greatly mistaken the character of this body, if it shall lend itself to such an object. But I can 
only develop the true character of this resolution by entering into some details.

I. I would observe that it is sweeping, universal, and indefinite. It comprehends not only all that 
the President has done himself, but every thing done by all the heads of Departments. It comprises 
not only the cases where the President has the appointing power, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, but also those where the absolute power of appointment is vested in the heads of the De­
partments. It is proposed to charge the President with the duty of entering all these Departments 
gathering up all the papers, searching out all the pigeon-holes, for charges preferred against officers re-' 
moved, in all the cases, no matter how the power of appointment may be vested. And this is pro- 

when the Senator does not say that he has any authentic information on this subject whateve";
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when he does not even represent to the Senate, or the country
been preferred; so that it is altogether a matter o in ere. I ,g a]go tQ a ]igt of cases
not only to furnish papers supposed to exist in the p, h ’norabie Senator seems really to suppose 
in which the parties removed have been put on tr al The honorable ben

jury trial in ^Sena^oe^not^t^ut^e

o>.h,
custom-houses, but in all the various post offices of the cpiinuy. that be upon

Perhaps the Senator will say that the informaUo There is a large number of
the files of the various Departments in this ci y. narticular office where they exer-
subordinates or employees who were appointed y changes of such officers. And this is par- 
cise their duties. There never is any return made here of changes ot sucn ae havf, an in.

ovTr ^OOO^ear^^^the surplus lor compen-^sucl^ericalffiwe^ 

"x^sueVoS the^ouSSn^l* th'PaXcoast; and the whole clerical force therein em- 

ployed during that year amounted to six hundred and foity-six.
What, then, is the President to do if the resolution s passed^ may be the state

offices, and, for aught I know, he will have o sen . indeed sir to make the resolution complete, 
of things there, in order to comply with the resolutiom dollars to carry it out.
the Senator ought to add an appropriation of som y t th conclusion that
If we are to believe the representations of the honorab e, Senatoi we .""^ased to denominate “ libels.” 
^KriS^iXX^s^ments, if ^—s m.

know not. In every case the Senator supposes chaiges werefPreterredx 1 h; or^ a3 it will be re. 
dition of a further appropriation to employ an extra clerical foice to execute oruer,

to vindicate their course. 1 do not know wha y Union’’ office, and there used for purposes
brought here ; whether they are to be carried over to the Umon office a ,g

it s
I object, then, to the vagueness and indefinite ebnni,| he in conformity with the uniform prac-

t^S^t^Ztion in peases coming under h^utWictitm,

power. If the honorable Senatoi supposes that lere ‘ 8 ingpect those libels, he must make 
Post Office, and if he wants to get an insight m o *® the ’ President himself to make inquiries into 
a call upon the Postmaster General; but as to d rec mg he J'®" “and inadmissible.
all the Departments, and reporting here the resu , , , P j the attention

But 1 have a little sound democratic authority upon^thl > poi , e which President Jackson

iZSX.“t. ...J ■ T-Mg ftK. E-tXS""a"'"" 

that of the officers under their rhrection, fro™ the public busmtos, to the injury
them to denote tliemseloes?'—Rep. 194, p. 31, -d’. sess. . n comnarison with that which is

Sir, the character of the resolution o Mr Wise other subordinates em-
now under consideration. What did it call i r J , , . assiened to them respectively,
ployed without authority of law, the amount o sa arie , indefinite and vague, says that theGen. Jackson, in answer to such a requisition, after denouncing it as mde m e ana r g ,
heads of Department may answer if they please, provided they can do so «itnout inter B

^Sytthe same requisition, Mr -Kendall ffienPostma^^
•< Nearly the whole force of the department and^offfie Auditor » Ofli feelld^tho,ized. in discharge of my duties to the pubhc,

XSKw <5 me for6Xp.rp.se. to be so employed.”-^. 194, Sd. sees. Co^ress.
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period from the 4th of March 1829 and bavp’hrnuahf b r he s,1®u d haVe covered the whole
lars of twenty long years of?pro^riotion, nf one f f re th> and the country 3,1 thp Parti««-

=i=SR^ 

the language used by the President in advance of hijElevation tc office eXtractfron'

honorable Senator himself admits the principle when he says: consideration. The
Procure a removal, and is s^^"n?,ea\ti'ottainsn?rom?narton wi,™’l1iCh!’rR‘'S ^a'nSt a" officer' order t0

cqS'pl‘ "wIhe'^Xi^^o^emo^nLl^ °n SUCh grOUnd3' h w»uld

papers filed during the’late adminTstration^it’may^ppe'ar’ffia^ rome^f the^ ‘b”1’ *f W| b1nS “ 'he 
turned out were concerned themselves in proscribing others AndTheL nr 7'Y 'T" 7j° laVe been 
be deemed on the otherside of the chamber highly satisfactory authority Ttk an? r^V d°Ubt nOt, W1U 
livered early in Gen. Jackson’s administration bv the honm-ahu s y\ r an,e,xtract fr«m a speech de­
in this chamber, wherein he says: nlStlatlOn by the ho"c*aWe Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Bentox,)

“ It is incontestably true that manv of those who h»v#* hpon
“2r^^h”L:t0d^

incum- 
President Taylor were turned out L politica”! rea^ns, and no doubtlt wM annTr ff r^0^?/ 
papers, that those who succeeded under the late administration were th m 1 PP ’ .lf e ca? see a**tbe 
mity. Beddes, may it not appear that, in some ^es at Tea" The AvoTiteTof The l^"1?" T" 
were appointed in defiance of public opinion in their respective loeahT° T f h a ad".,,”lstrat10” 
or good man can approve > In short, it is certain thal them l and mu sir b no^^ T*1'^ 7 jU8‘

.srM“e i™? m".a •• - -f$-

Mr. Polk have to complain of President Taylor. UCh gr°Und the suPP->rters of
the^'oTtionTThe h'noraTA S W the°Ment^reluired tTsTbmT^staLme'nt'oTffi‘b^ T

Th-to produce aH the papers-without -y

Mr. President, what is the question before the Senate and before the connfrv tr, ,„t,;„h n. i .• 
and the speech of the honorable Senator relate ? It is or oueht to be what h’ 1 T the resoluJlon 
of the President and his cabinet in dispensing the patronage Tf the CnT, hdt ha the entl.re Policy 
Senator calls only for the cases in whicT rem^vTl Tav a tuaUy taken n ™ wh le all AT01?1"? 
remove are carefully excluded ; and this obviously comprises oMv 2 h»ir f K T ° r6^831 tO 
hesitate to declare my full and entire belief that the cases in which thp Pr 11° s^JecL . I d° not 
of departments, acting in conformity with his views, refused to dismiss are m^r6” v^rious hea^8
which removals have actually been made. What is more I m .v statp more numerous than those in 



Book than those that have been appointed under the present administration. I am strongly inclined to 
think if the facts were fully developed, that the impression would be universal that injustice has been done 
to the whig padyT but I am not disposed to scrutinize the matter very closely, for no man can be more 
dissatisfied than I am with the scrambling propensities of both the great political parties m this conn 
Every administration has been for a long time past tormented with office-seekers ; and if we could get 
rid of them altogether, it would be a very great relief. I wish there could be a law made as Hreversibte 
as that of the Medes and Persians, that no man coming to this city m pursuit of an office should be

8rMreFOOTE, (interposing.) I have not the least objection, Mr. President, to the hon^ab'e S®na- 
tor’s denouncing the whig party for its office-seeking propensities. I see no reason to doubt that he 
may be right in°all he says in that regard. But when the honorable Senator includes b£h parties 
when he speaks of the democratic party—I would suggest that it is hardly generous. Hie Senator 
should be too magnanimous to attack a party that is broken down and prostrate, as is the great demo- 
cratic party of this country.

Mr MANGUM. You are in a clear majority on this floor.
Mr’ SMITH. Mr. President, I do not consider the democratic party as prostrate so long as 

honorable Senator fiom Mississippi is meetly on his legs. [Laughter and demonstrations of ap­
plause, immediately checked by the Chair ] Mr. President, I only denounce the spi t of office seeking 
which the spoils system has made so rife in the country, and those who make of Pol*tlc= a 
There is not a more patriotic, a more intelligent, and a more virtuous body of men on earththan the 
whig party, taken as a whole, and I am willing to do justice to the masses of the democratic party But 
the applicability of these considerations lo the subject before us is too apparent to escape notice. 
Zachary Taylor is denounced and abused for making removals ; but he receives no credit for the mo­
deration firmness, and sense of justice which he has displayed in cases equally if not more numerous, 
where he has resisted importunities and left his opponents in office. I or his magnanimity he now e 
Reives a poor return-he may have carried it too far. The proceedings in this chamber would seem to 

m S^B^H^akTanoffier exceptrnn to the character of this resolution; and this is founded on the fact that it 
is a mere call for the charges filed, and not for reasons for removals. My friend says that he does not desire 
he reasons o^o quote hfs exact language, that - the resolution asks the 1res. ent for?nforma ion and 

not opinions.” But, when we come to examine the resolution, we find it calls tor the charger.pre 
ferred ” i e for an inspection of papers, and not for information as to the grounds on which the Execu- 
ti elted. Now"doesP not the Senator know (if he does not, every other member must) that removes 
are not made on mere papers in nine cases out of ten > The dispensation of patronage is or should be 
a matter of sound discretion and the exercise of an enlightened judgment. But papers> are to be pro- 
duced here without explanation ; we are not to know whether the Executive did or did not act on them, 
we are to infer that they were all false, and that the persons dismissed are pure, worthy, and u"exceP- 
tionable The moment the papers fall into the hands of the honorable Senator, the conclusion is to be 
that they contain nothing but falsehoods and libels, on which the innocents of the democratic party have 
been sacrificecI, without once stopping for a moment to ascertain whether they const, uted the true bas s 
of executive action. But I can show by good authority that this would be ar. exceedingly unjust treat- 

meAt tL’secouTse^on^Tthe 23d Congress, a committee was raised in the Senate to inquire into the 
abuses practised in ihe Post Office Department, of which Mr. Grundy was chairman, and they made 
following requisition on Major Barry, then Postmaster General.

-To send to ibe committee all the original letters and papers in his possession concerning the removal of H. Stafford 
appointment of H. Herron, as deputy postmaster at Putnam, Ohio. nn flu

The resolution simply called lor the papers in a single case, and not, as now, for all the papers on file 
in the respective departments in this city, in a vast multitude of cases, according to the, representations 
the honorable Senator. Major Barry gave a response of unusual ability, from which I shall quote ex­
tensively hereafter, in which he says, (speaking of removals and appointments.)

..The head of the Department might have b==ngove«ed by « within hi. own knowledge, but not stated m any document 
received by him.”—Tide House Doc., 2d scss. 23d Con^., Rep. Com., Ao. iu.i, p. vou.

Now I have to say that if any high officer of the Government were to form a judgment on papers 
2bk would bera^onstious'dereliction of duty. Major Barry utterly retused to comply with the 
request of Mr Grundy’s committee, and took the very exception on which I now rely, tie 11,8i3“d i 
could not be safely inferred that any papers on Ale coustituted^the 
denra^the'head^^Vepartments anoppormnity to say whether'they did or did not consider or^ve 
dent anu me ncaus or m y Nothing is more notorious than that recommendations
andrepretmation; of ail sort’s can be obtained with the utmost facility,and no wise or prudent man will 
rely on them for a moment. My exp'refi) and^f 'other reliable

ofM^reU—is, th'n, Stiy emulated to deceive and m

m4leThe procedure contemplated must impose on the Senate an endless task, if there be the slightest
4. Ihe procedure co y E„cJtive and to presume otherwise would be disrespectful to the 

M'^eapredoS Senator seems to be that, on the production of the
body, me idea pre bcno-apstions and allegations therein contained are basely false;
andffia^ too'w'thoutknowffig whether the Departments gave them the slightest credence: whereas the
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elusions that .iU
the proio^d ^ryjU8t " * °f the info™ation =^1 constitutes an insuperable objeX^to

«$L-5»ttys2 
t^, &5eZ,d“?

ing questions of removals and appointments to sit with clcMed d induce J-he Senat?, when consider- 
not make this call in executive seston" Wa« it J/ T t0?e 8et aside ? W did he
the Senator’s lips would not thus Sach "the^ublic ear t A Ihtle a abusefwhich have failen from 
ter to Mr. Grundy’s committee will serveXonvinc t the Sen orB"U"dTdo='rme from Major Barry’s let- 
cratic spirit and principle which predominated under the auspices JfT esiden^JaXn X
now to prevail, if we are tn tnlrp thia r - 1 1 rresiaent Jackson, than would seemtimes. Major Barry says: ' reSOiUtl°n “ " eXpreSsion of the Progressiveness of modern

Ws ohvioasto an who win reflect on the sabjeot.

S-ndenu 00,d|a Th My.de^M Of P*. P=id the pa;,^; 8nch Ca.SCS- the
Pondente would be at an end. Yacts and the opinions of indi viduals of credit /ml ?’ t,o.n.fidence between him and his corres- 
mpnt°ntVCt’ tiha™cteri and capacity of persons in office, and of applicants for ann1«iLetSpeC?b‘ ‘^"k116 nel"hborh°od, respecting

B^^:3h’’6epar,ment Sh0U,d invite free P"™munieati0„s,

of cruel *T 2 communicated which would seem to im-
If the Po^h ?e’ r "wlllt0,tbe.accnsers as the accused, and put nei«hborhwds at^nnli?? !l r'0" °f I’a,’er3 W0“H be an act

Bring in all the papers, I say, from the 4th of March irar i
1829 ) and then we shall see how many lawsuits will be raised andTow mu 1^°“* 4‘n °f March’
will be created in the country1 ’ nd 10w muc*1 disorder and confusion

lxxvs hT"bi- =•"'•>' - ».
half of what the Senator' has said, it is their duty to imneach the .™e™bera of the House believe one- 
or appointing power is an impeachable offence/ This was admitteTbvX 1A r °f the removin8 
seats in the first Congress, many of whom were concerned i n X . by the leading statesmen who held 
object of the Senator to qualify himself for Irvintr the nrrid ^ramin8 the Constitution itself. Is it the 
ation, and what the situation of thTsenat^^ . What would be his situ-
stituted > It would seem to be the object of the Senator to uualifv uf 1 ™I)cach,aent shall be in- 
when he comes to be publicly arraigned. But it is the dutv of the FT Slt?n Judgni®nt on the President 
of the Senate to ascertain their truth in advance. The Houl k “thT and not that
and the Senate has “the sole power to try all impeachment ” This ve 8r,and ln.1uesl o{ the nation,” 
jor Barry, in the case of the deputy postmaster aU’ulnam nhio^ H k d*atlncrbon was taken by Ma- 
the committee of the Senate, of which Mr. Grundy was chairman /f whol|y refuscd the information to 
committee of the House, of ^hich Mr. Connm Z Zhairmn sa"/gcommunicated it to the 

have influenced a department/f toTeMcMive branch o^tlmbGovernZ2tyi2Oth”qaire int° ‘r® m°tiveS aMd reasons w,,ich might

♦PpapPeTSk y ’ Presu^,n= in.this case that the call was made for a legitimate nurnnL wiIhTd tk any SUC^ ob-’ect in ca,Jing ^OMhese 
tee, I have thought proper on the present occasion to furnish the wholenf ?HpC’ WllbJn 1 le SC0Pe of the powers of the commit- 
except,.., any port,on of it whatever.-r.fle H„usc »„cs., sess. 33d without
hha^* toXX^hl^mmitPmX;??^ VstoteThe^h^ ‘1° meaM to — 

committee, already referred to, he says : h6 ObjeCtl0n' In his answer “> Mr. Wise’s
w^u^eKp,^^^^^ -which, though amended on their „

not to explain any alleged abuse, not to give information as to auvn^H;, ! * ! DePartments not to answer any specific char™ 
l>felhl,.argeil 8 ,egie'l‘1’l.Ca|ls °1 tllera t0 furnish evidence against themselvesul"transa;Uo"- but assuming they have^een guilty°of 
ofthat.well-established and wise maxim, that all men are presumed to be innonenf .l" 0|’e!l vl”lat,on °f the Constitution and 
rules of law, you request myself and the heads of Departments to become ' P'°Ved ff?1 ty„according to the established
Viet ourselves ; and th.s call purports to be founded on the authoritv ofthat 1 ode n i,"8?”’!8”' t1° f“Jnish tbe evidence to con- 
of impeaching us is vested. * * * I shall resist all J ‘ t.body m which alone, by the Constitution the
Constitution and I shall esteem it my sacred duty to the jieople of thrUniZstat'1-0/ the.|,ri”c'Ples of justice as well as of the 
oftheSpamsh Inqmsmon.'--^ Houee DoeuLnU, dstablishm^

In the same document, page 45, Mr. Forsyth, says: • ,p. .
“ Self respect forbids a reply as to myself; as to my nredecessors T »ho„l,1 —, 1. ■

ors, and certainly shall not vindicate them while following tirnir exampte.'- 8 me the'r “C”M' if ,hey had committed or -
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It appears from the same document, page 46, that Amos Kendall, then Postmaster General; from do. 
page 47, Levi Woodbury, Secretary of the Treasury; from do., page 48, Mahlon Dickerson, Secretary 
of the Navy; and from the journal of same committee, page 32, B. F. Butler, acting Secretary of War, 
gave similar answers.

It thus appears that my honorable friend has introduced a procedure here in the nature of the Spanish 
inquisition- “ I shall resist it,” exclaims President Jackson, “as I would the establishment of the Span­
ish inquisition.” And therefore I suppose I shall do no injustice to the Senator if I consider him as 
the grand inquisitor.

8. In speaking of the injurious character of this resolution, I must not omit a very extraordinary para­
graph in the speech of the honorable Senator, which is as follows :

“ If any friend of the Administration will, in his place here, on its behalf, candidly acknowledge that these pledges and pro­
fessions, made previous to the election, and reaffirmed in the inaugural address, have been violated, and that 1 democrats are re­
moved because they are democrats, and not for moral or official delinquency’—if he will make these frank admisuons, and thus 
relieve honorable and honest men who have suffered proscription for tlieir political opinions^from the unjust imputation 01 dis­
honesty, infidelity, or incapacity, I repeat, I will no; ask for the adoption of the resolution.’

With respect to the suggestion that the parties removed were laboring under unjust imputations, for 
the reason stated, that can be shown to be groundless on authority which the Senator must respect, being 
that of the opinions of the late Mr. Grunby, one of the leaders of the Democratic party. In a debate 
which took place in this chamber on the 18th of February, 1835, that gentleman said:

“ It is no disparagement to a man’s standing or character that another individual has been found who can perform the duties of 
the office as well as he can, and that another has been appointed in his place. If the office has been advantageous and profit­
able, he should not enjoy the whole benefits in preference to all his contemporaries. On the other hand, if the office lias been bur­
densome, he ought, in proper time, to be relieved fiom it.”—Kide Gales Seaton's Register of Debates, vol. 11,part l.p. u31.

These opinions were expressed by Mr. Grundy, in face of avowals by President Jackson, as to 
grounds of removals analogous to those of President Taylor, to which the Senator refers; and hence 
there is no foundation for the pretence that the information is wanted to relieve the parties removed from 
imputation. But, if the fact be otherwise, how does the Senator propose to relieve them? By sacrific­
ing the character of the President of the United States for honor and rectitude. The honorable member, 
after enumerating about a score of supposed breaches of faith, which he calls “ the grand result,” coolly 
proposes, that if his friends “ will candidly acknowledge ” that Zachary Taylor has violated his word, 
he will not press his resolution. It is manifest, then, that the resolution is introduced for no practical 
purpose whatever. No useful measure of legislation is to be founded upon it; nothing for the benefit of 
the toiling millions in this great country. But we are required to admit that the noble man at the head 
of our Government is infamous, or we are to lie under the terrors of this resolution. Does the honorable 
Senator really suppose that we are about to acknowledge that he who has spent his whole life in the ser­
vice of his country—who has won for the stars and stripes an imperishable renown, and whose purity 
and integrity no man ever doubted before—has alt at once become the basest of mankind'1 Mr. Presi­
dent, I hold no such commission; and if any one should attempt to impose it upon me, every impulse of 
my heart would lead me to spurn it.

Having thus fully developed the injurious character of this resolution, I leave it in the hands of the 
Senate, and I bid the Senator welcome to any laurels which he is likely to win in such a contest.

But, Mr. President, it will now be my duty to examine in some detail the basis upon which my hon­
orable friend has erected his whole superstructure of reprehension of the Chief Magistrate of this country. 
The honorable Senator takes generally the ground that the President and his friends gave a series of 
pledges to the country, in advance of the late presidential election, of a distinct and specific character, 
and he insists that the effect of these pledges was such as to impose upon the present Executive the ob­
ligation to remove no one from office, except for reasons that would lay a just foundation for impeach­
ment He holds out the idea that these pledges or assurances were so binding upon the President, that 
it was not competent for him to make a single removal from any department of the public service, with­
out giving notice to the party interestedej and without affording him an opportunity to be heard, to ex­
amine witnesses, and to defend himself by counsel. And where does the Senator find his basis for such 
an exposition as this? It is to be found, in the main, in certain extracts made from seven letters of the 
President, communicated to the public in advance of the late presidential election, on remarks made by 
some two or three of his leading friends during the canvass, and in a few short sentences produced from 
the President’s inaugural address. .

Now, I have to say, in the first place, that very great injustice has been done to President lay lor m 
regard to this correspondence. I utterly deny, and I can prove conclusively, that he never made any 
assurances or gave pledges of any sort in reference to this matter. While I cannot doubt that my hon­
orable friend, in making the selections from the seven letters referred to, acted in good faith, yet I wiJ 
say that if the most ingenious man in the country had been employed to select passages from the corres­
pondence of the President, which would give a view of his position more injurious than any other, he 
certainly could not have been more successful than the honorable gentleman has been in bringing for­
ward these extracts. Indeed, I have very seriously doubted whether he made them himself, and I have 
been led to suspect that he must have taken them from some of the political effusions of the day, or, in 
other words, that it was the work of some newspaper editor, whose object was to traduce and slander the 
President. But if the honorable Senator made these selections, I have to say to him and to the Senate, 
that it is entirely apparent that he could not have been as conversant as I was with what I may properly 
call the Taylor literature of 1848. The honorable gentleman seems not to have been at all conversant 
with that sort of literature; and if he had been as diligent and as thorough a student of it as I was, I am 
very sure that my friend would have made a much more just and faithful exhibition of this entire matter 
than he has done.



8
In ti1OpWfirS^ibef0rT 1 Pr?^eeKt0 reT t0,this suhject in detai1’ 1 wish to make eome preliminary remarks 
ed o Pr : Znt Tav?0^ HSerVeHK iS SOrt °f d°Ubt butthat’ whe" the idea was suggest 
ceived that 1 7 .V11 C0U d by any P°sslb,hty be elected President of the United States he re-
the t, h, suggestion with the utmost repugnance. I believe he is not the first man in the history of 
repugnance’ °I h vf I T" WH? r®’'1 the Presidential office, who felt and expressed a similar 
him his bei.K- candMate ffir the n General .Ja=kson> when the idea was first communicated to 

ioi ms ttetng a candidate ior the presidency, received it not only with incredulity but almost with 
line f Fh Th M,1CUle- EVery °ne kn°win8 any ‘hi"® of ‘he character of the Preddenl muU be con 
preddeX officein anvform “Tth" haVin=his name brOU8ht before the Pub'ic in connexion with the

; , -7 ” y fornJ- ,At thls Penod> sir, he was at the head of our army in Mexico and he

to ±nan^'r^™^n^teh^"g|l]ourehof 7 '.‘r £ w=s my de,tiny
assuming a position of seeming hostility to any no bo “of the™rav ne? , whose ball es we were waging, forbade my
m principle, for I made no coSceahnen^ of m? "7"? ! 1 £ whom new I was a whig-
struggles during our late presidential electionsVat the aceenlance of”a limnina ion'5' Sucb had been th? violence of our party 
the obligations of a candidate presented to the public with a* formnlarv mhUcsl 'e rlgoro".s interpretations given to
tion of uncompromising enmity to all who did not snhscrihp tn its t..-> T 1° * Ca Prl’’?lI^est was equivalent, almosl to a declara- 
ship towards any of the soldiers utoer my comma, d when n from of 7 "“w"-"® •» hazard the effects ofsucl, a relation­
in itself, and it was repugnant lo my own as h was to nw du e 1 ™T„L7n™.°" l°.7 alL 11 w°uJd ^e been unjust 
might sow the seeds of distrust and discord in the ranks.” 5 S" 1 wanted unity m the army, and forebore any act that 

raZXi:" s sryg

Meuett they Were addreSSed- Referri^ tbia 'ery subject^

su^M shZS now Kcbm^^tKe^whh^ my'—^"^^What,1 '“T 'T0''0''-6 th''9

captious criticism of those who have been made my enemies bv a nomination whhh h, loestlons have been given up to the 
or arrangement of mine, or of the manner in which aeSl'pXsa"es in s7me of mv taler wrUten^', 0 7' ” s?ltoi™io" 
ness ot a confidential correspondence, have been communicated lo’the public press.’' freedom and careless-

n JldToSir’ mhen Wr,°te letterS j° Geu eral Taylor' and he ^ponded to them with the frankness of
a soldier and of an honest man ; and, wishing to obtain some notoriety in their respective neighborhoods 
0^017 TPrh°Pdeby threw‘h»se»nswers into the public press, giving them over to the captious criticism 
of those who had become his political enemies, simply because his name had been brought before th» 
country in connexion with the presidential office. The President, in the letter last referred to, adds:

canvass is concerned, historical, they are as deceptive they fiTbricatio™”anCeS Wh‘Ch are’i3S° far a* thii

1 d°, “I1 Siay that|thj ho"°r,able Senator' in grouping together, as he has done, a few isolated 
P7!n!5’ I1 e" m,S ead anl deC7V,e P7liC- 1 know nolhins of that honorable Senator but 
what is adapted to inspire me with confidence and respect; but, in the language of the President, I do 
and nha ‘Ij8 c°lle,c“°?extrac,s- b™u®ht 111 the manner they have been, are just as deceptive 
and as well calculated to mislead as if fhey had been posiline fabrications. P

In order to do justice to this subject, it is necessary for every man to draw a broad line of distinction 
between the earlier and the later correspondence of the President. In the first instance, it was his pur­
pose not to be brought before the country as the candidate of any party, and he said so over and over 
again. He wrote many letters undoubtedly when such was his purpose, and I will directly produce ex­
tracts and submit them to the Senate. But, after a considerable period of time, he became convinced 
that, if his name was to be used in connexion with that office at all, with success, it must be on a nomi­
nation by one ot the great parties of this country. It is obvious that the idea which many of his friends 
entertained, that he or any other man, no matter how distinguished, could be brought forward and elect­
ed President of the United States as an independent candidate, was utterly preposterous

I repeat, it is undoubtedly true that being utterly averse to having his name used in that connexion ■ 
feeling a sincere doubt as to his qualifications to discharge the duties of that high office ; taking into 
consideration his position, then at the head of the army, he did take the ground, and did so over and over 
again, that he would not become a mere party candidate ; that he did not desire the office, but preferred 
that some one of the eminent civilians of the country should be raised to that exalted position, and more 
than once indicated a gentleman, now a member of this body, (Mr. Clay,) as being his choice in pre­
ference to all others as he certainly was, on the score of experience, abilities, and a long life of devotion 
to h.s country, my choice. For I say here that I have ever preferred a trained statesman for the presi­
dency to any man who has been brought up to the profession of arms. I do not say that I prefer anv 
civilian to any military character by any means. I prefer President Taylor to many of the civilians of 
this country, for whom 1 have generally a high respect.

Now, sir, I ask the indulgence of this body in recurring to this earlier correspondence, with a view of 
presenting it to the Senate and to the country in its true light, and to show that in that correspondence the 
President assumed no obligation such as the Senator from Maine insists.

In the first place, I call the attention of the Senate to passages in this earlier correspondence, in which 
he declared that he would gw no pledge whatever, and would reach the Presidency, if at all, untram- 
melted by obligations ojthis kind. d J
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1. In a letter dated at Monterey, July 6, 1847, he says:
“ I can only say, with all candor, that if elected to that office, (the presidency,) it most be by the spontaneous will of the peo 

pie at large, and without agency or pledge <m mij part in any particular.
2. In a letter dated at Monterey, August 3, 1847, he says :
“ If I am to occupy the White House, it must be by the spontaneous movement of the peope, wit■ ; so

relation to it-without plebes other than I have previously stated-a stnet adherence to the pro pZeni of
I could enter on the arduous anil responsible duties appertaining to said office uutramelled., so that l 
the country, and not of a party.”

3. In a letter dated at Monterey, August 10, 1847, he uses language to the same eflect.
“ That he would not submit to the exaction of any other pkine as to his course than that of disc aigmg I s 

ing to his ability, and strictly in accordance with the requirements of the constitution.
4. In a letter dated at Monterey, September 23, 1847, he declines expressing
“ Any sentiment having the nature of a pledge to any political, party?'
5. In a letter dated at Baton Rouge, February 12, 1848, he says: ,
"I deem it but candid, however, to add, that if the whig party desire at the next prestoential election to cast their 

they must do it on their own responsibility, and -without any pledges from me.
6. In a letter dated at Baton Rouge, February 28, 1848, he says : . and
“ I have no aspirations for civil office, and am only a candidate so far as thei goo etJeir yQtes'at the proper time for those

those -who are not -willing to vote for me for the presidency -without pledges,

Wl7.WlLnhk letor to Captain J. S. Allison, dated at Baton Rouge, on the 22d of April, 1848, he says :
“ One who cannot be trusted without pledgbs cannot be confided in merely on account of t em :nR:qfq that the
We have here, then, this extraordinary state of the case. The Senator from Maine, insist^hat We

President did give pledges, and the most positive pledges—and that, too, at a penod .w
erating that he would do no such thing 1-that if he was to fill the office of
into it wholly untramelled, and would then take any position tha e mig p rernOve from 
he would place himself at the head of either of the great parties, or neither of hem
office or not as he might see fit. And yet the honorable Senator contends though the^President 
found (as I can demonstrate) nine-tenths of the offices in the handso is p he^was under a so- 
ioved by a party who had carried on the prospective system for twenty long years, he was under a 
Zn pkdgeZtLemove from office, th'e President saying all the while thathe woffid give no pledge,.
I have this to say, in regard to the extracts presented by the honorable memb , d’ecla;ation of the 
him, has steered e i y * y P ttiia ronranl There is in no one of thosePresident is contained. A vast ingenuity hrs been displayed in th s regard. manner not to
extracts the word “ pledge” or “pledges," except in the last ; and Senator
produce the slightest impression upon the public mind. How comes it about tha he honorable bena^ 
has omitted entirely all those repeated and reiterated declarations o e ies pleased - that
pledges, and that when he came into the President’s office he wouid do jnst as
he would discharge the duties of that office as he felt bound in con. f speech (I
to the constitution > If my honorable friend ever publishes another edition of his 
understand it has gone through several,) I hope he will state in a foot no . 7
repeatedly that he would make no pledges of any sort; and th(en‘he conclusions of the public 
against the whole tenor of the Senator’s speech, and in conformity to justice and t™®-

In the next nlace I call the attention of the Senate to a series of passages in the earlier letters or ue 
nelal Taylor, in which he declared that he would not be the candidate of'any mere party andw d 
consent to be elevated to the presidential office except by a spontaneous expression of the public wil

1. In a letter dated at Monterey, May 18, 1846, he says :
-• In no case can I permit myself to be the can&'Ate o/ parti/, or yield myself to party sc/icmcs.

2. In a letter dated at Monterey, July 6, 1847, he says : proportion in
-Ido not desire the presidency, and only yield thus far my assent to be consdered a candidate in th, same proport o

which it is desired by the people, irrespcctiuc oj party.

rectlv from the constitution, and the best and paramount interests ot the connliy. ami whicn tney ,

they continue to use it independent of party di5tmction&. . .... ” Nnw T can name
In extract No. 1 *e Prepsj^^^ himself ■ and that'is, the great predomi-

SSZ . to hold to all the^m =
uve f^m making salutary reforms by c amor and ^"“meVwLh the Presiden't had
the democratic heart of the country. I dare say observed that in extract No. 3 he
5.2 1. .“li 2m fc, h,„ .. ..... . .-rnr

‘‘'wiSSSE

party candidate. What is the inference winch the’ e no ground ; connect
should reach the presidency, he would be p. V American people; sympathize with no
himself with no party ; call for the support of=» =lass of ffie Amenca p P , y agk>.n
portion of our fellow-citizens, and would expect >,0 the position in which he chose
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and undertakeToUinferTomhthat°aVobligatio^ relatkd mWjIy t0 h'S position as a candidate.
After all, Mr. President, this is only another fi rm°nfdmin^ter ‘J® Presidential office in a particular way ? 
perfectly well that to consent to bTm;c^Tid teT H WOUldfnOt PledgeS' He k'leW 
pledge, and a very high pledge too • and I never h a r n presidency of any party would involve a 
(I do not choose to name him he e )'who did nof fe 1T °K Onel lman in ,he history of thia ®“un‘ry, 
man accepts the nomination of any party and goe in eonT ng pledge" Sir-if
is bound by the very highest of nil aW- y’,.and goea m. consequence to the head of this Government he with the views of ffioXho ^e^ate hi^ Government in general conformhy
by every President who has held that office fmrJnao J ’ and 1 Say thls 1138 been acknowledged
constituting a very remarkable case oi peTd hi the eivi^ ?Tnl day’ With " aing,e eXcePtion’ 
less infamous than the perfidy which marked onr m,T, h tory, of thls country, in my judgment not 
derstood this very well. He knew ffiaUf he cTLmea TV""1118 V “ early day' The Pre8id®"‘ un- 
would come under the obligation of pledges ■ and the Inn beC°me the candidate of the Whig party, he

in which the Fresldcn^’cia'IhA h^wcddnol “f f,om thia 91,116 claas ot l611619.
the President of the people. ’ elected, lend himself to party schemes, and would be

“Shelia TIetter dated Monterey> July 20, 1847, he said :
I could enter o^the^u^appe'nainT" to “hT Chief VltoiV1’?"1 f"?"’ m°Ve °f ",e peOp,e' and no act °f mine " ” that

3. In a letter dated at Baton Rouge, May 1, 1848, he says:
ponsibility, free*1 from party eyacaJ^*/hrt°^y°hfCOn®clenC^,n,?c^ ,m-v "ame l,erore the country on their own res-
ttot a party President, (in the event already alludVto ) fnd £ my atoitf wil|S permiU- the'" '‘Umbly M 8 co"stitutional and 

September 27, l^theXwingTiXTatisTart ofGen^Tavlo0^0'6 e^ction.of Gen' Cass>) of

tha™matt£a Ha? ““dh the President of the
this phrase, which has appeared so often in General Taylor’s letters & V n"? party candidate- The fact is,

= *• ~16«...slander and abuse him, it means a great deal. J * hmg at aI1> but now> when the object is to
-^;nPOlk’ in his inauSural.address, held similar language, as follows :

pies and merrsures, yetjn liisTffieial 'art™ ■'KEd’Lot0be°th"8?53'^ ?t Cf°Se" by S Par‘y’ a"d ,Und l’ledSed princi- 
Umted States. While he exeeutes the laws with an impartial h'md ^nintff “ |,any only- b“t of the whole people of the 
oat in the Execntive department of the Government the orinehd^Vn rF Pr°Per rlesPonsibility, and faithfully carries 
unmindful that our fellow-citizens who have differed with Limin nI; • d P° ’Cy ti'0Se tWho have °hosen him, he should not be 
and judgments, and that the rights of all are envied to respect an°l' reA^’1 10 tbC ‘nd fre° Mere,se °f theiropinfon: 

(as^Ta^hLlfS than this; and yet Mr. Polk was
ernment. V whole argument of the honoST P,rdSident‘hat.ba8 hitherto administered this Gov! 
guilty of treachery and breach of faith. Cna °r Can be ^’recte^ to Prove the late President

President declaredhimself'to beTthTTj0 extracts *? h® produced from the same letters, in which the
1. In a letter dated at Monter^yTf, ^he ^s PrinciP,ea»d ®Ph»n.

devotodh°n?ndi" idual optaiMtoZ fr°m 0,6 C'™OrS °f party p0,itics' 1 ara 8 whig. «•» shall ever be

.?• 1” a letter dated at Monterey, August 3, 1847, he says :
woildTigS a"dPd™»'"8lf?(foAAAd noOcoVcAaeime7A 7’ wc" known to all with whom 1 mixed,

H^d^h^XaTr  i^em,tte"- -
and had never lost sight of them conforming theref1 S p0 ltlca* cre<;d and opinions in matters of State,

3 In a letter date! at W°U,d P6™11'

have no 'dX to none"",! tois oTthe pe'pte^f ^'UtoM S™ Me’ “d that 1

4. In Ins first Allison letter, dated at Baton Rouge, April 33 1848 he s
party.’TwouldAndeavor toOM°independ“ 0”^^™^ T If elec’ted' 1 w°ald not be the mere President of a
trammelled by party schemes.” ndepen(le"t ot Party -lommuttm, I should feel bound to admmister the Government un 

(Mr. BnrDBray’^spwh,’ fll^hasawakcne I1 take,notice.of ? Paragraph in the honorable Senator’s
-.‘Heoeenpied a differen Wu^m that of oZr T d d r mind' The SenatOT SayS =

phia Convention. They could present no such varied claims Thev^n t]a *Sh i°ffice’ wI?° Yere h,s competitors at the Philadel- 
consp'euous members of a political partv whose prineinles were well7 c0?'A Tna'te ”0 such pledges and professions. They were 
"depeodent of party Hi, great competitorfrom ?heWes Aevm AblA'!0 ,th!!y could not claim P'«e themsdve™

am whtg. And the distinguished statesman from the wS^d^ame pXn, gav^K^e^^nTe^’
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X"OthaVtOhe wasttSugh LtTnXa one, and that he was -devoted in individual opinion 

to the principles of that Party ” ^n„rl„<=inns stated in his speech from such a source ?
How is it that the honorable Senator deduces the President pledged himself even in his earlier 

How can he, with any show of fairness, conte d presidency on the platform or basis thus
letters to any particular course ? If he had been ele jujsment a well-informed understanding,
presented, would he not have been at liber y oaca entire matter to the appreciation of such
and an honest heart might dictate I cheerfully refer ^%^Xrpubhc sentiment.
Senators as desire to do justice, and to the ”bl‘ra“ t the ®ater correspondence of the President, 

But, sir, I now come to the essential part of the ca Convention/ We all know that he has
and to the position which he saw fit to take at the ‘.p. P t unqualified abuse has been poured out 
been reproached with inconsistency 111 h hag been ^mped that if any man
upon him for daring to become the candidate of the g P y con(]itionS) he is committed irretnev- 
once takes the ground he will not be a candidate, or, i , ? Nothing can be more false than
ably, and cannot depart one hair from his position wi • subsequent pe-this. He may say, at one time, he will not be a Candida e, and have becom‘ 6Uch in
riod, provided he does not compremit and embar ss written on which the honorable Senator re- 
the faith of his assurances. At the time the ^tter preliminary to the selection of candi-
lies, there were no presidenttai candidates mi the field-at was a P-1™ J and at the phihdelphia 
dates. Before any convention was held, he manitoBted a cna g The toave acted
Convention it was,proclaimed so as to be unders oo induced him to insist that he could not
with his characteristic frankness. The reasons ^hi h g Jy^ that boJy) to be
be the candidate ef any party having ceased, . , , citjzens Judges Winchester and Saunders 
considered in connexion with those of o her he latter, in behalf of the Presi-
(both delegates from Louisiana) appeared as his representatives, and
dent, read the following Statement: entire satisfaction any nomination besides himself, being persuaded

“General Taylor, we are also authorized to say. will hadS„a‘'S'“'g in oyr(ler to arrest the downward tendency of our 
that the welfare of our country REQmRBa A CHAN'?? °feEet of Louisiana wish it to be distinctly understood that it ™™lv™ 
national affairs. On making this announcement, the delegate ol no mnvention shonld fal| on another. If General Taylor s

Wh^ :^t“on,nth?teweOXstire "inSon and eieclion of General Taydor to the presidency on no other than 

grom'i8-’’ rT„ 1VT1 „F .scnES, in order to anest the downward tendency
of hoXX.: Senator. Will he have the goodness to put this

81X" ^“us announced by his friends, he afterwards adopted and ratified in a letter to the indb,

d°“ autborit; then, thus given these genUemen (Jnd^s Wincheste ^ndejd^ Re­

statements the? may have made to be right an^^proper; and, ot/shonlders the responsibUlty of th. acts of
SeToZS dXgmion: ^lm%redto'stnand by their consequences, in their length and breadth.

And then he adds: , whom 'shonl(1 do v]. lence t0 thei, own sense of right and
“ I cannot expect or desire that any of m f - W c[ia„„ed my political views." . ,

wrong, by supporting my election, while they be , , , . f Baltimore was their immediate disorganization,
The effect of this communication on theIn the last number thereof, the editors say :

and a discontinuance of their organ, called th heretofore stood in our support of General Taylor is thus taken

to^Xnd b^t^eonsisteit or ineonsistent-in good faith or bad farth, 

fair or false, it is all his.” In nQ other way couia he have been
Thus General Taylor became the candidate of'th g P cynvention j am free t0 say that my ulti-

either nominated or elected. Having been ® thg predominating sentiment of my own State
mate vote for him, after I had given a full fJV“ ^LAT t was based wholly on this ground,
in favor of the distinguished Senator from'Kentucky Mr. Llaiw y dec._
He had submitted hie> pretensions to.he might be 
sion, but even insisted that his friend .t-nn-re of men and measures” was indispensable “to arrest
heart and soul,” upon the principle that a cha nomination of the Senator from Kentucky having
the downward tendency of our national am . himself before the body on the precise ground
become unattainable, and General Taylor ha g pl^ d h fo)_ reason I beh gd
SttStXvtog at7hPe same time the utmost confidence in his rectitude, and also in his
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to be the President of the United States3 He has been tn^’ com™1‘ted th® unpardonable sin of daring 
confidence and affections of the American people successful, and has too strong a hold on the

the President onh?seHews h^enard'"^'^^^1113^3 •m^de in|?nti out of Congress by the leading friends of 
declared, at some public meeting, that he (the^esidenti'^hat^6! that •H°n' Mr" Crittenden 
present Secretary of State (Mr. Clayton") made in fhi= eh ? ’ loathes- Proscription and that the 
nothing of the injustice of holding any candidate for the suggestlons to the same effect. To say 
by his friends in various parts of the country I maintain thatr®?lden,Cy responsible for the views presented 
flicts with these statements. I should sunnoseXt com^n ’ol beeD "otllln"in hia course that con- 
ment in the hands of one party and thoseVs n5hip»? o' § finding the whole Govern-
proscribing the rest of thefr fehow-citb.ens—anartv tLfh0"6" ’ ■ Wh° had,obtained their situations by 
lately for a long course of years—I should think sir th» fin r m^.ntal,?ad,thelr proscriptive policy reso- 
loathed proscription ” the verv first m L- l l8 Coding himself thus situated, if he “ hated and
itself, by'makin'g a mason^bk and suTnumber 1ad°Pt,WOuuld be Proaeribe proscription 
the honorable Senator that the President wnnl 1 hn emovals and changes. Has it not occurred to 
tion, and just as responsible as if he had introduced it nr)6" n p„ros®rl.ber if ,he had continued proscrip- 
is opposed to that detestable system tint his whole riginally . It is precisely for the reason that he

I postpone to a subsequent nan of mv I n™ Can be vindicated and sustained.
based on an extract from^is inaugural address i^8 ” ■ C0™meI?t on the charges against the President, 
fidelity indispensable prerequisites to the bestowaUf^fficf ‘an Hh sh®uid ™ake “honesty, capacity, and 
ties would be deemedPsufficient cause for "al ” aT I wish ohm fh88”06 °f °f theSe quali- 
with similar language used by several Democratic Presidems on h ' heT ®entlments HP in contrast

I will now proceed, Mr. President to adduce other Im oceasion of their induction into office, 
have assumed. My honorable friend holds out the ideTfth”06 co,lfirma,Ion of the position which. I 
that General Taylor came into the canvass and suffered h boUgh he d°es not say 80 in 80 many words) 
of the people in an equivocal attitude that ther d h ,0 b<? submitted to the consideration 
in consequence of thil hewas enabledTo rea h heXh^8 ff"® d°\blful hisP°aM°". and that solely 
that his position was unequivocal; ha th was a Whtoo d'? “ . *> °n the contrary>J insist 
stood to be such by the Demoeraey hroughom the kn^h and h, dth' and Was under-
nated by the. Philadelphia Convention, aTd had aeXed^thAfter he wasnomi- 
and was admitted to be such on all hands He was the Whia n°I?11,nattl®n’ h,e wDas a Pa^y candidate, 
the same sense that the honorable Senator from Michigan Mr S ^residency Precisely in

could not have been more astonished if a thunderbolt had’fidl / s°rPr2se by that event, and, indeed, 
dation and alarm, they addressed themselves to ffie wSjnflr the utmoat ‘repi-
and, among other measures, on the 20th of October « 81 mg °^’ Possible, impending ruin ;

Administration, he says, will be “ a proscriptive Whip Adm.ff r,em°Va,,s,as bein8 ?roscriptiM. The new 
been no proscription in the event of the success of CeneM?- ‘“"l 8uPPose there would have 
had proved thicker than - the loins of tl.e former " W l' th°Ufh “ finger” of the latter 
that he would “ be faithless to his party” if he did noYndm . "n 'r™ the late Secretary of State, 
their views. So that it is treachery any way-t eacher^ to th D GoVerfn“enJt in conformity with 
and treachery to the Whigs if he does not! X hery to the democracy if he does make removals, 

referring to tkappropriation bill foTfo^dvil’and^diplomaf8 •W° H°UT °f the laSt Con"r,'ss' On 
gross, it will be found that provision was made for he r ?) T,10"' at the ‘^session of Con- 

th—ad“i“o„ofits m

ster, n^n^touLndMaR.”'”'8'6'10 0,6 German,c Confederation, nine thousand dollars; and for one year’s salary of said min- ' 

thousand do£.’<’°tht °f am,n,ster 10‘he Government of Chili, nine thousand dollars; and for salary of said minister nine 

Papal States. Chili,Tern. New Grlnad^'v^Jezneta^BienM ‘T ^"r a,*’ S^eden- Holland, Belgium, Naples Sardinia the

■- -.&£; rias titiS
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number of the democratic members ; but it is certain the b l » onto a we thmk
the votes of some portion of ihe democracy here. Th s was tra y g dlcated tarn
of the consistency of those who, after suggesting • can the honorable Senator raw

==: ™ TE *.r S S; u... .1 h- ”1'""y ef
"S’ “bHH"o”y“ S“?S»‘.iJ '>■• h“T*kS^„.™i ,“3 WXSiIS,.«—k’ ■“ " ”b
=5=5 ==E5=s" S "H

r==Se"s“”,h\“‘

-1" •■ •’•^!s‘ ’“ ,-b’;: 7 

upon public officers, good and bad, y officers good and bad,” who

-’SGK. h. ....«;-«S-St’S!2.^.SgSS,;-

the democracy is touched. take them because they are for th p ‘g^^or says, “ It

friends.
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Saturday, March 23, 1850.

. ag"“ "nder "‘■"^ration, Mr. SMITH resumed
8e£,P8 who hZe eomuenanced thiPs ™°ol t0 Which 1 desire t0 invite ,he attenti»° ‘hose
orable friend is hlgM X‘zardoua to ^o"',that the -"dertaking of my hon-
and how far have you held them bindino- on vnnr P P‘?y\ How far have you kept your own pledges, 
to excuse promise-keaking by the pracfice and x .mniZn'Ong C°Ur5e ?f }'ear3 3 1 am n"tabout 
casion to put in any such plea in behalf nf 7nr.lJ a .of the democracy. Fortunately, I have no oc- 
himself prosecutor of this claim of “ violated pledges -’^and I takV^^0'10^^6 Sen?tor ha3 constituted 
set up against him what the lawvers cull m g r ’■ ■ b 1 , e an exception to his competency. Iare in addition to take thei exceptionnow rTd on” Wil1 *hat neither he "or his party
political history of the country from 1828 down to this da 6 i1?611110'1 of Senate. In a review of the 
of assurances held out to the public by the Democratic na J’ u!!? "c'6 1° fin<? SCar?e,y an instance
they have not departed from utte Iv in nractie? ThiJ”1 Y’ 39 ba?IS °f a Preaidential canvass, which 
as it will show those who «e so f ee to imneuok J racurren=e “> 'he past will not be without its use, 
bly they may require some little indulgence thems fvmotIve,a and assai1 ‘he conduct of others, that possi- 
served in casting reproach, a o hers A 1 ht e If ’ *-d “ COnclude t0 be a little ™ore re-
Democracy. They should search ouTthet own st W°^d- 1 ?hink’ be highI>’ llseful to the
many broken promises to make it worth while for them ,perhaps the,y w111 find there the ghosts of too 
pledges by any one. Whlle f°r lhem t0 S,'T much °n the subject of a violation of

It will be recollected that the party known in 1898 t.. t .
Government, as the result of the Presidential election of thut Jackson party obtained possession of the 
assurances, all of which I will show were se asideTn t>rXrs^°n H"”8 PledSeS and
the party had not arrogated the Democratic name and ,h,r= ! and,came t0 nothing. Up to that period, 
of 1829-they held a meeting in ttis chv m comm charactLer ■ b« s°°n after-I believe in the winter 
tized themselves with the seductive name of the Denrocracv 6 °f NaW Or,eans> when the/bap- 
since. By that designation I shall speak of them hereafter n= r”? havF. <'ontlnuod to rejoice therein ever 
milting that there has been much of true renublicankm d' ’1 9 b 1?ve *11,llcrt0> though I am far from ad-■■& --sX"
cure a second. The political XTorabl/t^tTe^tto”® wh°'e rof his 'e™ in efforts to se- 
vocacy of this principle, and public speakers and decl i D °f Ge,'?era! daclison was incessant in thead- 
where active and zealous in urging its necessity •nd^’t™’ enllsted m ‘he same cause, were every- 
sult was. Mr. Adams was defeated an Z hero of New O l" k" Pe°plt We knoW what the re' 
Umted States. President Jackson, in his first annual me, ° be.Came the Seventh President of the 
which he and his party had assumed in this respect He says’ t0 reC°Snised the “ligations

stitution, giving thechZeTAh^Presfdent directly to^he 'ecO™mendation of amendments of the Con- 
mehgible after one term, he says: ‘7 ‘ P P e’ and rende"ng the office of President

» amenta* *aw, that ! cannot, in accordance with my seme of duty, omit

to state that Mr. Dmelson, then private secretary o^ffieTr h,is ■frie,nds to this P,edge- 't *s sufficient 
a letter to Gen. Kripps, a member of the addressed
which will be readily appreciated, in which fsneakinp- of thp at.Vre’ with views and for purposes 
President would nodeubt feel it a mosTmatefurco^limenMoh' eCh°n,lGen' J') he said that ‘‘‘he 
istration has not disappointed the wishes of Pennsvlvanio t n® assured ‘!lat 1116 course of his Admin- 
much indebted.” This letter was, it is saidf franked by the then"^3-1,13 e3rly SUpP°rt he is 80 

quires It should be stated that Mr. Donelson denied thaUe fGen J Za" 5 : tO Gen' J' re'
In due season he was nominated by his friends in the Ponn^ri* d knowIedg'e of its contents, 

to in a letter dated February 9, 1831, in which he admits that ^fh311^ P'eglslature> an<l responded there- 
probation of his fellow-citizens would subfec him t anv tot u had an‘icipated” that -the ap- 
then refers to his recommendation of an amendment onheCnns,3 . “ 6 °f his country-” He 
Bible, and suggests he had expected to retire in conformity with tw” r.ende,nng a President not re-eli- 
be overruled by his friends. He says: “P™0^16- but concludes to 
solicitations.” 7 iJeel lt to be ^ty to yield my personal wishes to their
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It will hardly be a sufficient answer to say that General Jackson merely recommeded an amendment of 

the Constitution; for if any practice be an evil so great as to require;t>a 
sunuose that it would be advisable to change the practice itself. On the re-election ot 1're. ,
this subiect was dropped. He did not deem it expedient to refer to it. agam in his communications to 
Congress, and the Democracy have been profoundly silent in that regard fromthat,day to J™

2 Another ground assumed in the canvass of 28 was, that membe g tuorp„ftpr 'This

emphaticaHy on the evils resulting from this source, from which I submit the following extrac .
- Wi.h a view to sustain mure effeetually in practice tim axiom divides lhe U,me gmat Gov

constitutional checks. I would impose a provrs.on render "g any m ‘̂^^f^d.eial offices." * * * * 
ernment during the term for which Ire was elected or for two yean therea te e ' continue to devolve on the Kep-
“ But if this change in the Constitution should not be obtamed an ™l ortant ap^ ntmen^ of the d
resentatives in Congress, it requires no depth of thought to> be conh 0 pt of serimM importance to the freedom 
that under the garb of conscientious sacriflces to estabhsh precedents for the pu cl d, attacked in their constitn-
and prosperity of the Repnb'ic may arise It is through tins ehannel that ‘h= “rgency. Against such inroads everyguafafoti^

C,°I have no doubt those remarks were intended as an indirect blow at the distinguished Senator from

^tew?sCmlhrgn°antb,aBut whetoe" Mo^iot intend to co—nce^at^n- 

"t^^^lKd^uted unessential part of " tht, P— from

^wnhVS«
White House than he commenced appointing members of Congress to o . H caa eyen while

with, the Senate will judge when I have finished my remarks. , retrenchment

BislSSiO 

were frightfully augmented. Nu™ er es® r Government was thrown into the utmost disorder and con-

the New York custom-house On examining the B ue Book only one hundred and
^nt^fiXployeeTin^ i and then the story of Democratic reform proceeds as follows:
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1835.
1837.
1839.

.328 
415

.490
only twenty-five. At th. elose of Mr. Adams’s 

nTen rP,ArtoTr,e_?n,y^1.94l687 76 1 but.for the

$385,121 75
450,984 31
468,045 96
506,018 10
594,269 64

the two first years of"Mr.VanBuren’sy0^ custora"house> under General Jackson’s administration and

1829..............   Q.Q
1831  

.. . 1833............................":::::::::::::"324
eing an increase of three hundred per cent

administration, the expenses of collecting the i
ten succeeding years, they are written down in Ren 669 n 170 oT/ o'?out Ior ,he 

1829........ «,o, 9 „, „ p- b , ’ P; 17o’ 2d sess,cn 27th Congress, as follows :
IQQn ....................^^1/0,001 lo35....................

................................. 295,066 06 1836......... ............
................................. 376’920 34 1837............. .............
  408,791 28 1838........ .............  

Inn"................................ 429,501..29 1839....... . .....................
Jo<>4  365,592 50 .............

revenueVo'llected in New*"York duringthi n‘'’ ^d1* “ °f $10’446 30- The average amount of 
ministration, to wit, koSo.00 the it was under Mr. Adams’s ad-.u-h ,„„a.d .y'a’Ass™ •'
Jackson and his immediate successor So much for the measures of President

for the advancement of the public service on the im e*lan^e which that distinguished man placed, 
their numbers;’’ and so much for fulfilment’bv the n e^n an^ ZeS °J tbe Pub*ic officers, rather than 
of “retrenchment and reform 1° 7 Democratlc Party of their promises under the head

litical history of the “countr^as'appmtXs'to the electfon ‘0?nd]ert?k.e this review of s<> much of the po- 
here I shall have occasion to consUer the rise and pro °re«andfadmin,stratmn of General Jackson. And 
ftrred at this era, from Albany to the city of Washington hthefhpr0SCflnPtlve P°Iicy, which was trans- 
Van Buren, (the Northern man with Southern principlei n andLhfoh"! n (-S ‘S believed) of Mr- 
direction to public affairs. The honorable Senator ., i /-) and wh.Ich has here given a highly injurious 
assail or call in question 1” justa‘“ democracv ha^^ n°t the policy of removJthat I 
from it I can show that they distinctly nLdg«t bemtl AY L consls,ent “ this point ! So far 
h=y. They insisted that tlfe patronagePof the Government f n 182ta"d ‘828’.tO °PPose tbat P- 
freedom of elections, or, in other words, that removals and ar S d ”T brou8ht in conflict with the
grounds or in reference to party distinctions. In furtherance^rtf ^T*'' n,Ot be “ade on Political 
ralI Jackson to Mr. Monroe, dated on the 12th of Nntemh, iqich ‘dea’ he celebrated letter of Gene- 
before the public, from which I submit the following extract : ’ Wi*8 then Produced and thrown

mmster

know my own heart, of an undissembled patrioL” are the ^menls of a friend ; they are tlm Mn”s7if I
General Jackson, in May, 1824, in a letter to th, I-t,„ rr

generous and patriotic sentiments; and in a debate in the Hm/86cp®1”61’ rePeated and reaffirmed these 
the honorable Senator from Texak (Mr Houston t then °f Representatives, February 24, 1827, 
this letter, insisted that its inport was as follows : member from Tennessee, in remarking on

SeeaTbo "u^Zd by^s Wu/’1 °Ogllt BOt t0 k the bead of a Party, but the 

pished it from his letter-book. ^The^bjec^w^to mak^ °,f.General Jackson ; he probably fur- 
feet on the public mind. It carried oveJr to his support a form 11 ha<1 3 m0St P°werful ef-
tutmga highly respectable portion of the modern democracy °f ° d federalists> now =<msti-
feat in the House at the session^f^sS-’S "1 In the's’e^to^t th CfiOngreSS! Particularly after his de- 

a select committee was raised - to inquire into the expedfonev o ed'ufo T™ °f 1901 Gon^ 
live Government of the United States, at the head of which wL nl^a ^8 i,he Patrona8e of tbc Execu-

- - ■--- - A s
.Men”tadar"pled ’ W,len “8 ,?fluence over individuals will bZ multiplied to m ' Al" fi officers of the Federal Government wHl

the distinguished Senator fro^Missomf in the chame^Hntonsr! axtradt ™der any idea of involving
^ster the Government, so far as he could? on &e X jpKSbekeve beZ°uld now ad™i»- 
My sole object is to show how entirely the democratic part? * Cal'ed t0 that hi8h duty-
hey. It will be recollected that during Mr. Adams’s admListration th^enG^^^

$212,531 57 1835
295,066 06 1836
376,920 34 1837
408,791 28 1838.
429,501 29 1839.
365,592 50
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Clay) deemed it to be his duty to take the publication of the laws from certain editors or printers, (not 
to exceed a half-dozen in all,) for pursuing (it is supposed) a course of unexampled detraction and abuse 
of him and the existing administration. This created a great commotion both in and out of Congress; 
it was resisted and denounced every where as “ an enormity,” and was treated as an alarming assault on 
the freedom of the press, and the liberties of the people of this country. In a speech delivered by Mr. 
Savkubrs, of North Carolina, in the House of Representatives, on the 1st of February, 1828, he said: 

“ It (the dismissal of the editors) seemed to speak a language of the department, and to say to the various editors now em­
ployed, that they were not to expect, a continuation of the favor of Government, unless they would submit to support, to the 
fullest extent, the doctrines and wishes of the Department of State. But the effect of such a course of things was calculated to 
operate not only on those who now print the laws, but on all those who might have any desire to print them. It was thus calcu- 

f lated to operate, and did actually operate, (so far as it went to control the freedom of the press,) to enlist throughout the
country that powerful instrument in behalf of the views of the State Department. In tJiis respect it was muck more effectual 
and. much more dangerous than the far-famed alien and sedition laws?'

On the 5th of February, 1827, Mr. Hamilton, of South Carolina, while considering the same subject, 
said:

“ If an Administration thus circumstanced has any patronage incident to the press, it will be sure to use it in a manner best 
calculated to render the power of this mighty engine subservient to their peculiar and exclusive interest. This, however, is a 
matter of great delicacy, and must be managed with consummate caution. The lion must be muzzled before the noose is thrown 
round his neck. • It will, therefore, be found that the process of subsidizing new converts, and of proscribing stubborn and in­
tractable incumbents, will be gradual, that the public mind mav not be alarmed by any sudden and violent changes—that in the 
good work there may not be more haste than speed.” * * * * “ Sir, depend upon it,”
the press “ would be put on the diet of a wholesome regimen, and in the course of a salutary discipline. The sturdy and inde­
pendent would be turned out to be fed on such offals as they might be able to pick up, until the whole pack should open in full 
and harmonious cry, in one common note, from she sturdy mastiff, that howls at the door of the Treasury, to the most starveiling 
turnspit that barks in the furthest verge of our frontier—even to the wilderness of our Indian solitudes.”

Thus I have shown that General Jackson was carried into and through the canvass of 1828, with the 
avowal of the most liberal and generous sentiments on his part as to the administration of patronage, and. 
with declarations of the utmost repugnance and abhorrence on the part of his friends to the proscriptive 
policy. He was elected triumphantly, and on the eastern front of this Capitol, in his inaugural address, 
threw before the country the following just sentiment:

“ The recent demonstration of public sentiment, inscribes on the list of Executive duties, in characters too legible to be over­
looked, the task of reform, which will require particularly the correction of those abuses that have brought the patronage of the 
Federal Government into conflict with the freedom of elections, and the counteraction of those causes which have disturbed the 
rightful course of appointment, and have placed or continued power in unfaithful or incompetent hands.”

No doubt it was his duty to correct such abuses as had et disturbed the rightful course of appointment, 
and placed or continued power in unfaithful or incompetent hands;” but this was to be done in such a 
way as not to constitute another abuse, by bringing “the patronage of the Government into conflict 
with the freedom of elections.” General Jackson did not say, with the honorable Senator, “it is not 
the policy of making removals I assail;” but he denounced it as an abuse. No competent or faithful of­
ficer was to be turned out for opinion’s sake, but he was to act on the noble principle of the Monroe letter: 
“ The Chief Magistrate of a great and powerful -nation should never indulge in partp feeling? his 
conduct should be liberal and. disinterested, always bearing in mind that he acts for the whole and 
not apart of the community.” In order to a just appreciation of what followed, it should be borne in 
mind that the proscriptive policy was then entirely unknown to this Government.

1. It appears from House document No. 132, first session 26th Congress, that General Washington, 
in his administration of eight years, removed (of officers appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate) only ten, to wit: two in 1792, two in ’94, five in ’95, and one in ’97.

2. That Mr. Adams, (the elder,) in his administration of four years, removed only eight, to wit: three 
in 1797, one in ’98, two in ’99, and two in 1800—one of the last being Timothy Pickering, Secretary 
of State! Also, that he refused to renominate to the Senate, at the expiration of their respective com­
missions, three, to wit: one in 1798 and two in ’99.

3. That in the administration of Mr. Jefferson, of eight years, there were fifty-eight removals, to wit: 
thirty three in 1802, twenty-three in 1803, and two in 1804; and that he did not renominate, at the 
expiration of their commissions, four—two in 1802, one in 1803, and one in 1807.

These removals were made upon the principle of equalization.
In 1801, Mr. Jefferson appointed Samuel Bishop collector of the port of New Haven, removing Elizur 

Goodrich, a revolutionary character, at which the merchants of that city took offence, and addressed him 
on the subject. He replied as follows:

“ If a due participation of office is a matter of right, how are vacancies to be obtained ? Those by death are few—by resigna­
tion none. Can any other mode than that of removal be proposed 3 This is a painful office ; but it is made my duty, and I 
meet it as such.”

In a speech delivered in the Senate, February 9, 1835, the honorable Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
Benton) stated the principle upon which Mr. Jefferson acted, as follows:

“ The elder Mr. Adams appointed none but Federalists, and Mr. Jefferson had to turn a portion of them out, in order to get 
in a portion of the Republicans ; and Mr. Jefferson had told him (Mr. B.) that he never carried changes far enough—that he had 
not done justice to his own party.”

May not President Taylor do justice to his own friends? May he not act on the old Jeffersonian prin­
ciple of equalization ? The honorable Senator (Mr. B.) seems to have forgotten that he received his first 
commission at the hands of Mr. Jefferson, and was, as he says in a letter already cited, “reared in his 
political creed,

4. It also appears, from the same document, that in Mr. Madison’s administration of eight years there 
were seventeen removals, to wit: one in 1809, two in 1811, one in 1812, one in 1814, three in 
1815, one in 1816, and eight in 1817; and that he did not renominate to the Senate two, to wit: one in 
1807, and one in 1814.
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5. That in Mr. Monroe’s administration of eight years there were seventeen rem!5va|,®> ‘°
1817, one in 1818, one in 1819, two in 1820, two in 1821, one m 1823, four in 1824, and one in 
1825; and that he declined to renominate to the Senate only one. tn wit • two in

6. That in Mr. J. Q. Adams’s administration of four years there were four removals, to wi . two in 
1895, two in 1826, and one in 1828 ; and that he did not renominate to the Senate eight,
1827, four in 1828, and three in 1829.

RECAPITULATION.

Washington removed.............................10
Adams, John “   8
Jefferson “  58
Madison “ .....................17
Monroe “  17
Adams, J. Q. “   4

Not renominated.................................... 0

4
.< ' ..............................  2
« ........................ 1
« "" ............................... 8

: 18
period of 32 years—being a little over four per annum. 

___________ miraiio n mnnprntft
114

In all, 132 in six administrations, and covering a penuu v. "T™*’" moderate
In this state of the case, General Jackson came into power, more fully pledged to pursue a moder 

course than any other man ever has been. r„m,rlrnhlv tolerant
There was not the slightest cause for sweeping removals. Mr. Adams had been rem ? i

He even retained in his cabinet a distinguished citizen, who favored the election of his 
who afterwards received a high expression of confidence at the hands of Genera J Mr A. himselt 
belonged to the old republican parry; and a large majority of the employeesof the 
tained their situations at the hands of Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe. What, then, did Gen Jackson 
and the new Democracy do, under such circumstances 1 And how did they keep their promises^

1. He or his Secretary of State, at an early day, transferred to his own partisan press the printing o 
laws, dismissing all others, and thus did the very thing which had been so bitterly denounced in Mr. Cl y.

Soon after his elevation to the presidency, General Jackson commenced appointing editors anc others 
connected with the Democratic press to office. These people had powerfully con^n^d t0 h ® 
and were among the most unscrupulous as well as talented of the editorial corps , h y 
not uniformly, appointed on removals. I have recently seen a list of not less than fifty-five such app ,
ments made within the two first years of his administration. Of these, one was appointed an audit , 
one a comptroller; nine clerks in the Departments ; one librarian to Congress ; one a district attorney, 
one register of a land office ; one a surveyor of the public lands ; one a receiver of public moneys one 
secretary of a Territory ; one a marshal; one a purser in the United States navy ; two Indian‘ agen , 
three naval officers ; nine custom-house officers; and twenty-two deputy postmasters—the: latter usual y 
lucrative and important offices. In most cases, the editors appointed to local offices continued to edit 
their papers, supporting the administration and assailing the opposition with spirit and vigor.

TMs is a sufficient commentary on the horror affected by the friends of General Jackson at the dis­
missal by Mr. Clay of a few publishers of the laws. nr3. General Jackson, at an early day after his accession to office, entered on a wholesale system 
proscription or removals for opinion’s sake. „ t„n1 In a little over a year after his first inauguration he removed about fifty collectors of the customs, ten 
surveyors of the customs, five naval officers, fifteen district attorneys, thirteen marshals, twelve regiBters 
of land offices, and fourteen receivers of the public moneys. By Senate document No. 120,1st• Besm 
21st Congress, it appears that, between the 4th of March, 1829, and the 7th o p , . ,’ 7
weighers, gaugers, and measurers, were dismissed ; and by document No. 106, 1st session 21st Congress, 
that, between the 4th of March, 1829, and the 22d day of March, 1830, four hundred and ninety-one 
deputy postmasters were removed. In addition to these, during the same period, numerous removals 
were made in the Departments in this city, and the diplomatic, consular, and other branches of the public 
service. * • * cDuring the first year he dismissed probably not less than fifteen hundred officers—the appointees of 
Jefferson” Madison, Monroe, and the younger Adams—all of the old republican school, and, in the lan­
guage of the Senator from Maine, (Mr. Bradbury,) “ men of the purest virtue, upon whose characters 
no stain was ever fixed before—men who were regarded by all who knew them as eminently possess­
ing honesty, capacity, and fidelity.” e n T ,

The system was prosecuted with relentless vigor during the residue of the Presidency ot Gen. Jack- 
son, and the victims were equally estimable and worthy. , „ ,1/1

On removal, they were subjected to the same imputation which the Senator (Mr. Bradbury) says 
arises at the present time ; for General Jackson declared in substance, in his first inaugural, that he won 
make ability, probity, integrity, and zeal the test. His language (after speaking of the abuses which had 
brought the patronage of the Government in conflict with the freedom of elections, and had placed or 
continued power in unfaithful or incompetent hands, and after declaring his purpose to correct such 
abuses) was as follows: .

“In the performance of a tapk thus generally delineated, I shall endeavor to select men whose diligence andI talenti/ wffl insure, 
in their respective stations, able and faithful co-operation—depending for the advancement of the public service more on the in 
tegrity and zeal of the public officers than on their numbers.”

Were the officers dismissed unfaithful? Were they incompetent? According to the doctrines of the 
honorable Senator’s speech, they were all libelled and traduced!-all stigmatized as base and worthless.

The extent and manner of violation of pledges by President Jackson and his friends have been suffi­
ciently admitted and set forth by a leading member of the Democratic party, now a member ot the ben- 
ate, (Mr. Calhoun.)
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In a speech delivered in the Senate, on the 13th of February, 1835, Mr. Cat-houn said:
“ The party then in opposition” (at the era of Mr. Benton’s report) “ and now in power pledged themselves to the commu­

nity, that should they be elevated to power they would administer the Government on the principles laid down in that report. It 
is now high time to inquire how this solemn pledge—which, in my opinion, imposed a sacred obligation—has been redeemed. 
I Jas the plighted faith been kept which the committee gave in the name of the party?”

After having referred to the names of the committee, consisting of Messrs. Benton, Macon, Van Bu­
ren, Dickerson, Johnson, of Kentucky, White, of Tennessee, Holmes, Hayne and Findlay; and after 
after quoting extensively from the report, he adds:

“ It is impossible to read this report, which denounces in such unqualified terms the excesses and abuses of patronage at that 
time, without being struck by the deplorable changes which a few short years has wrought ir the character of our country. Then 
we were sensitive in all that related to our liberty, and jealous of patronage and Government influence—so much so, that a few in­
considerable removals of three or four printers roused the indignation of the whole country—events which would now pass unno­
ticed. We have grown insensible, become callous and stupid.”

In a speech delivered in the Senate, February 17, 1836, the same distinguished Senator said:
“ I would tell the coming administration to beware. If there be any one who expected the presidential nominee (Mr. Van 

Buren) could successfully play the game which he has, he would be wofully disappointed. With all my objections to the 
dent, I would not deny many high qualities—he had courage and firmness ; was bold, warlike, audacious, though not true to his 
word or faithful to his pledges 1.”—Vide Gales 8r Seaton's Register of Debates, part 1, pages 418, 420.

Perhaps the honorable Senator (Mr. Bradbury) will find in these facts a sufficient justification of 
the terms of denunciation which he says were applied to Gen. Jackson by the then opposition. The 
Senator says that

“No language was too strong, no rebuke too scathing, no term of reproach too gross, to be heaped upon the head of the vener­
able President, for having removed certain officers of an opposite political party, and appointed his political friends in their places, 
still leaving in office a great body of the former.”

This language is wholly inapplicable to the case of anew administration who were brought into pow­
er in opposition to a system of proscription for twenty years, and whose sole object is to correct the pro­
cedure, by letting in its own friends to a fair and just participation in the offices of the country.

The administration of Mr. Van Buren was a mere appendix to that of President Jackson. The same 
policy was pursued; but in the field of proscription little work remained to be done, ft appears from Sen­
ate document No. 292, 3dsess. 25th Congress, that he removed from the 4th of March, 1837, to the 27th 
of February, 1839, three hundred and sixty deputy postmasters, and I suppose a corresponding number of 
officers were dismissed in other branches of the service; but this was merely gleaning, as the crop had 
already been swept from the field. I will not be so unreasonabe as to set this up as a violation of pro­
mises—the statute of limitationshaving doubtless run in favor of the Democratic party. Mr. Van Buren 
was the last man to revive it by a new promise!

Mr. President, it is now my duty to come down to more modern times; and this will lead me to con­
sider the pledges given and promises violated by the last Executive.

1. I advert to the course taken by the late President on the subject of the tariff, and to his celebrated 
letter to J. K. Kane, Esq., of Philadelphia, on that subject. It may be found in Niles’s Register, volume 
66, page 295, and is as follows.

Columbia, Tennessee, June 19, 1848.
“ Dear Sir: I have recently received several letters in reference to my opinions on the subject of the tariff, and, among others, 

yours of the 30th ultimo. My opinions on this subject have been often given to the public They are to be found in my public acts; 
and in the public discussions in which I have participated. I am in favor of a tariff for revenue—such a one as will yie*<’ a 
ent amount to the treasury to defray the expenses of the Government, economically administered. In adjusting the details of a 
revenue tariff, I have heretofore sanctioned snch moderate discriminating duties as would produce the amount of revenue needed, 
and at the same time afford reasonable incidental protection to our home industry. I am opposed to a tariff for protection merely, 
and not for revenue. Acting upon these general principles, it is well known that I gave my support to the policy of Gen. •'ack- 
son’s administration on this subject. I voted against the tariff act of 1828. I voted for the act of 1832, which contained modifi­
cations of some of the objectionable provisions of the act of 1828. As a member of the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives, I gave my assent to a bill reported by that committee in December, 1832, making further modifications of 
the act of 1828, and making also discriminations in the imposition of the duties which it proposed., That bill did not pass, but was 
superseded by a bill commonly called the compromise bill, for which I voted. In my judgment ir is the duty of the Government to 
extend, as far as it may be practicable to do so, by its revenue laws, and all other means within its power, fair and just protection to 
all the great interests of the whole Union, embracing agriculture, manufactures, the mechanic arts, commerce and navigation. 1 
heartily approve the resolutions upon this subject passed by the Democratic National Convention lately assembled at Baltimore.

“ I am with great respect, dear sir, your obedient servant, “ JAMES K. POLK.
“ J. K. Kane, Esq., Philadelphia.”
It would aid us to form a just climate of the motive or design of this letter, if we could see the com­

munication of Mr. Kane to the late President which drew it out. It would doubtless pour a good deal 
of light on the subject. But that has been carefully suppressed. At the date of Mr. Polk’s letter, he 
had already been nominated as a candidate for the Presidency at the Baltimore Convention. , Pennsyl­
vania was entirely devoted to the protective policy, and would not be likely to support a candidate une­
quivocally opposed to it. No doubt grave apprehensions were entertained that she would not go for Mr. 
Polk ; hence this letter was written and thrown before the people of that State. It will be seen that it 
is equivocal, and may be made to conform in meaning to the taste of the reader. No doubt, in Tennes­
see, it passed for a good free-trade letter. But how was it regarded in Pennsylvania, where vast coal 
and iron interests were at stake1? No sooner did it appear than the leaders of the Democracy in that 
Commonwealth took the ground that Mr. Polk was as much for the protective policy as Mr. Clay. The 
letter had been made adroitly to conform to language which Mr. Clay had used in some recent commu­
nications to the public on the subject. Thus both were found saying that they were willing to “ afford 
reasonable incidental protection to our home industry and I recollect well that this identity of language 
was paraded in our Northern Democratic papers, in parallel columns, to prove that our domestic interests 
would be as safe in the hands of the one as the other. The Democracy of Pennsylvania went with a 
rush for their nominee—every where raising the cry, “ Polk ! Dallas ! Texas ! and the tariff of lo42. 
This motto, or something equivalent, was inscribed on every banner exhibited in all their processions, 
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and paraded in all their political assemblies. I am informed that the distinguished citizen who presided 
with so much ability and dignity over the deliberations of this body during the last Presidential term, 
more than once addressed political assemblies during that canvass with this inscription flaunting before 
him. To show more fully the extent to which this imposition was carried, I produce here the “ Clarion 
letter,” from Wilson McCandless, Esq , who was one of the Senatorial candidates for the electoral col­
lege of Pennsylvania, on the Polk and Dallas ticket:

“ Pittsburg, .fluffust 8, 1844.
“ Gentlemen : Your cordial invitation of the 30th ultimo to be present with you at your mass meeting on the 3d September 

came to hand during my absence in the northwestern counties of Pennsylvania. ,
“ I assure you that I never wrote an apology for my inability to attend any public assemblage, in the whole course of my politi­

cal career, with more reluctance than I do this. Clarion has not only been firm and steadfast in her adherence to Democratic 
principles, but she has been inflexible in her love and support of the that public measure which, (aside from the bank ques­
tion,) like the rod of the prophet, is destined to swallow up all other topics of political controversy. You have properly appreciated 
the importance of the protective principle to the success of the manufacturing and agricultural interests of Pennsylvania ; and in 
the abandonment of that principle by Mr. Clay, in the compromise bill, you have the best guaranty that, if elected to the Presi­
dency, he will carry out the principles of that bill, and afford you a horizontal duty, to enable yon to contend with the pauper 
labor of Sweden and Russia. In doing so. he would give you and the tari£? the same support that the rope does the hanging 
man—instant death, and without ‘ benefit of clergy.’ Support him, if you can ; for my own part, I shall go for Polk and Dallas 
who have at heart the true interests of Pennsylvania.

“ My engagements, gentlemen, in the supreme court, will prevent me from attending your mass meeting With the brightest 
prospect of Democratic success—20,000 majority— 1 <

“ I have the honor to be truly yours, WILSON McCANDLESS.
“ Messrs. Adam Mooney, Seth Clover, and Others, committee.”

This letter having been recently republished in a Pittsburg paper, with comments, Mr. McCandless 
addressed to the editors the following note :
‘‘Messrs D. N. White & Co.

“ Gentlemen : Thank you for the republication of the ‘ Clarion letter.’ A wise man changes his opinions when dictated by 
experience and the truth—a fool never.

“ Yours, most cordially and respectfully, WILSON McCANDLESS.”

This would seem to intimate that Mr. McCandless was himself deceived by “ the Kane letter and, 
if so, how certain must it be that the plain, honest, sensible, and worthy farmers, mechanics, and working 
men of that Commonwealth, were also deceived and deluded by it. I will not undertake to say what 
the late President really intended by the letter to Mr. K.; but one thing is certain, he must have known 
what use was made of it in Pennsylvania. There never has existed a man in this country who kept a 
more vigilant eye on the political movements of the day than the late President. He was pre-eminently 
a party man, thoroughly schooled in party tactics. Besides, there was associated with him a citizen of 
Pennsylvania, as candidate for the Vice Presidency, who had ever been a warm advocate of the pro­
tective policy. He therefore knew well that the people of that Commonwealth expected him to favor 
the same, at least in a reasonable and moderate degree. To this extent I insist he was pledged, though 
not, perhaps, to maintain the tariff of 1842, in its whole length and breadth. How did he respond to the 
expectations of the people of Pennsylvania, who had puttheir dearest interests into his hands'! The re­
cords of this Government can answer. He not only took strong ground against the protective policy in 
his communications to Congress, but he placed at the head of the Treasury Department a gentleman of 
commanding abilities, who prosecuted the overthrow of the system with untiring industry and unsurpassed 
vigor. A new tariff was introduced, and carried through the two houses, based on chimerical principles, 
which is rapidly undermining the prosperity of the Keystone State, as it will ultimately of the whole 
country. Even the Vice President forgot that he was a son of Pennsylvania, and gave his casting vote 
in favor of the tariff of 1846.

We have proof conclusive that the people of Pennsylvania never would have voted for Messrs. Polk 
and Dallas, if they had known what their course would be on this subject. In the House of Represen­
tatives, 29th Congress, (which passed the tariff of 1846,) the delegation from that State stood twelve 
Democrats to ten Whigs and two Native Americans. A great political revulsion was occasioned in 
Pennsylvania by the passage of the tariff of 1846. Both branches of the State Legislature were revo­
lutionized, and the delegation to the 30th Congress was reversed, so as to stand fifteen Whigs to only 
seven Democrats and one Native ; and this notwithstanding the Democratic Senators and members of 
the House, (29th Congress,) with one exception, resisted the Tariff of 1846 to the utmost. But, never­
theless, the people would not spare them ; nor would they spare the Democratic party of the Union; 
for the vote of Pennsylvania was cast for General Taylor, as muc^j from repugnance to the tariff of 
1846 as admiration for his brilliant public services and respect for his high qualities as a man.

I am confident that not a State north of the Potomac would have sustained Mr. Polk in the policy of 
such a tariff as that of 1846, with, perhaps, the exception of New Hampshipe and Maine. “ The Kane 
letter” was effective far beyond the limits of Pennsylvania ; it in fact made James K. Polk President 
of the United States. No one can accuse him of ingratitude, as, soon after his elevation to the Presi­
dency, he conferred on his correspondent a valuable office, which he now holds. Would it not be well 
for the honorable Senator to explain the suspicious circumstances attending this transaction before he 
accuses President Taylor and his friends of perfidy ?

2. It will now, Mr. President, be my duty to turn to a very painful chapter in the history of Texas 
annexation, which will supply us with another striking example of Democratic promise-breaking. It 
will be recollected that the annexation resolutions were passed at the second session of the twenty­
eighth Congress ; they originated in the House of Representatives, on motion of an honorable member 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Brown,) and, as they passed that body, looked for annexation by the concurrent 
legislation of the two countries. It was ascertained, soon after their appearance in the Senate, that they 
could not possibly pass this body, as there were at least a half dozen Democratic Senators who believed that 
they were grossly violative of the Constitution. The proposition suggested by the House was regarded as a 
mere overture for a treaty with Texas, and the whole scheme was denounced as a contrivance to evade that 
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provision of that instrument which requires the concurrence of two-thirds of the Senate to the validity 
of a treaty. In the 74th volume of Niles’s Register, page 106, will be found a full account of what en­
sued, in the form of a letter from Mr. Tappan, late a member of this body from Ohio, and also one 
from Mr. F. P. Blair, late editor of the Globe, long the organ of the Democratic party in this city. Mr. 
Tappan (after adverting to the opposition of Democratic Senators to the resolution as it came from the 
House) says:

“ In this stage of the matter it was proposed that, instead of rejecting the House resolution, we should amend it by adding, 
as an alternative proposition, the substance of Mr. Benton’s bill to obtain Texas by negotiation.” * * “ Mr. Tolk
was in the city ; it was understood that he was very anxious that Congress should act on the subject before he came into office. 
It was also understood that the proposition to amend the House resolution originated with Mr. Polk. It had been suggested that 
if we did so amend the resolution, Mr. Calhoun would send off the House resolution to Texas, and so endeavor to forestall the 
ac'ion of Mr. Polk ; but Mr. McDuffie, his friend, having met this suggestion by the declaration that he would not have the au­
dacity to do such a thing, it was no more thought of. One difficulty remained ; and that was, the danger of putting it in the 
power of Mr. Polk to submit, the House resolution to Texas. We understood, indeed, that he intended to submit the Senate 
proposition to that Government; but without being satisfied he would do this, I would not vote for the resolution, and it was 
well ascertained that without my vote it could not pass. Mr. Haywood, who had voted with me. and was opposed to the House 
resolution, undertook to converse with Mr. Polk on the subject, and did so. He afterwards told me that he was authorized by 
Mr. Polk to say to myself and other Senators, that if we could pass the resolution with the amendment proposed to be made, he 
would not use the House resolution, but would submit the Senate amendment as the sole proposition to Texas.’

Mr. Blair tells substantially the same story, except he adds that he saw Mr. Polk personally, and he 
gave him “full assurance that he would appoint a commission as contemplated in the bill proposed by 
Colonel Benton, if passed in conjuction with the House resolution as an alternative,” * * and that 
the first men of the country should fill the commission.” Mr. Blair says that Messrs. Benton, Bagby, 
Dix, and Tappan were absolute in their opposition to the House resolution ; and, I can add, my prede­
cessor (Mr. Niles) was so also, as I have ever understood. It is believed all these Senators voted for 
the amendment, and for the resolution as amended, on the faith of this positive assurance of Mr. Polk. 
It is certain Mr. Tappan did so ; for he says “ upon this assurance I voted for the amendment moved 
by Mr. Walker, containing the substance of Mr. Benton’s bill, and voted for the resolution as it now 
stands upon the statute-book.” It appears from the Senate journal, 2d session 28th Congress, page 220, 
that the resolution was ultimately passed by a vote of twenty-seven in the affirmative, to twenty-five in 
the negative ; so that it was in the power of Mr. Tappan, or any other Democratic Senator, to defeat 
it, as there was then no Vice President to give a casting vote. The truth of the statements of Messrs. 
Tappan and Blair have not been contradicted to this day by any other of the parties named ; the facts 
alleged must therefore be regarded as indisputable. Mr. Polk did give this pledge. How did he per­
form it ? Let Mr. Tappan tell the story :

“ It is (he says) matter of history that Mr. Calhoun did have the audacity to send off a special messenger with the House re­
solution to Texas, on the 3d of March, a few moments before he went out of office, and that Mr. Polk adopted and confirmed 
this act of Mr. Calhoun, so admitting Texas into the Union, and placing the United States in a state of war with Mexico.

That Mr. Tappan was right in asserting that Mr. Polk “ adopted and confirmed” the act of the retir­
ing Executive, appearsTroiii his annual message to Congress, of the 2d of December, 1845, in which he 

“In pursuance of the joint resolution of Congress for annexing Texas to the United States, my predecessor, on the 3d of 
March, L'45, elected to submit the firet and second sections of that resolution to the republic of Texas, as an overture on the part 
of the United States for her admission as a State into our Union. This election I approved; and accordinglythe charge de 
affaires of the United States in Texas, under instructions of the 10th of March, J845, presented these sections ol the resolution 
for the acceptance of that republic.”

In the language of the honorable Senator from Maine, I ask, “how was this plfflige” of Mr. Polk. 
“ fulfilled’!” Is it not notorious that, “ while it yet lingered upon the lips of him who uttered it,” he 
commenced violating it in the most atrocious manner? Hence the war with Mexico; and hence the 
origin of all the eyils now present with us! .

3. But, Mr. President, in this history of party tergiversation, deceit, and perfidy, I should not do jus­
tice to the subject if I did not refer to the course of the democracy in the matter of Oregon, and the 
distinct pledge which they gave, only to be violated, to the American people, that they would, in the event 
of the election of Mr. Polk, assert for us a title to the whole of that territory. The utter exclusion of 
the British from that country up to 54 40 constituted one of the principal issues of the canvass of 1844. 
At the Democratic Convention held in Baltimore on the 27th of May of that year, the following resolu-
tion was passed:

“ ResolDed., That our tiile to the whole of the territory of Oregon is clear and unquestionable; that no portion of the same 
ought to be ceded to England, or any other foreign power; and that the reoccupation of Oregon and the reannexation of 1 exas, 
at the earliest practicable period, are great American measures, which this Convention recommends to the cordial support oi the 
democracy of the Union.”

Thus it would seem we were to have a “reannexion of Texas” and a “ reoccupation of Oregon.” 
Everything was done with a “ re” in those days. The South was to be won over by reannexation, and 
the North conciliated by reoccupation! And on this platform Mr. Polk was elevated to the presidency. 
That gentleman saw fit to renew the pledge in his inaugural address, as follows:

” Nor will it become in a less degree my duty to assert and maintain, by all constitutional means, the rights of the United 
States to that portion of our territory which lies beyond the Rocky mountains. , Our title to the territory of the Oregon is clear 
and unquestionable,’ and already are our people preparing to occupy it with their wives and children.

It will be observed that on this occasion he even condescended to quote the very words used by the 
Baltimore caucus, and concurred with them in affirming that our title to the whole country was “ clear 
and unquestionable.” In furtherance of the same idea, he remarked in his annual message to Congress, 
already referred to, (after stating that the parallel of 49 degress had been offered to and rejected by the
British government,) that—-

“ The right of any foreign power to the free navigation 
I was unwilling to concede.” * . .* * “The
meat, and the rejection of the proposition, made alone in

of any of our rivers, through the heart of out country, was one which 
extraordinary and wholly inadmissible demands of the British Govern- 
deference to what had been done by my predecessors, and the implied
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oblisatjon which their acts seemed to impose, afford satisfactory evidence that r.o compromise, such as the United States ought 
to accep*, can be effected. With this conviction, the proposition-of compromise which had been made and rejected was, by 
my direction, subsequently withdrawn, and our title to the whole of the Oregon Territory asserted, and is believed maintained 
by irrefragable facts and arguments.” * * * “ At the end of the year’s notice, should Congress think it proper to
niake provision for giving that notice, we shall have reached a period when the national rights in Oregon must either be aban­
doned or firmly maintained. That they cannot be abandoned without a sacrifice of both national honor and interest is too clear 
to admit of doubt.”

That this meant the expulsion of the British from the country is manifest, not only from the fact that 
the Baltimore Convention declared for the whole of Oregon, or, as the Democracy was in the habit of 
expressing themselves in those days, for “ 54 40 or fight!” but also from the further fact that both parties 
had been in joint possession of the territory for more than a quarter of a century, under and by virtue 
of the conventions of the 20th of October, 1818, and of the 29th of February, 1827. The British, 
therefore, were to be driven out of the whole country. The opening of the 29th Congress found the 
Democracy rampant for 54 40. Nothing could exceed the heroism which they exhibited on that parallel. 
But soon the British lion made his appearance; and he had scarcely thrown himself into his usual atti­
tude of defiance before the Democracy came down to 49 deg., with the speed of the lightning telegraph. 
They even surrendered a portion of the territory below 49 degs.—so much of Vancouver’s island as is 
situated south of that parallel, and conceded “ to a foreign power the free navigation” of the Columbia 
river <f through the heart of our country,” as Mr. Polk expressed it; and this notwithstanding “ our title 
to the whole territory was asserted and maintained by irrefragable facts and arguments.” This violation 
of pledges by Mr. Polk and his party is sufficiently set forth by Mr. Hannegan in a speech delivered in 
this chamber, 1st session 29th Congress, from which I produce the following extract:

‘‘If the President has betrayed that standard—which the Baltimore Convention put into his hands, whereby he committed himself 
to the country—into the hands of the enemy, I will not do as the Senator from South Carolina threatens—turn my back upon him— 
I suppose he cares little whether both of us do that—but I shall hold him recreant to the principles which he professed; recreant to 
the trust which he accepted; recreant to the generous confidence which a majority of the people reposed in him. * , What
is this, need I ask, but charging on the President conduct the most vile and infamous? If the allegations be true, those intentions 
of the President must sooner or later come to light, and, when brought to light, what must follow but irretrievable disgrace? Long as 
a human eye remains to linger on the page of history, the story of his abasement will be read, sending him and his name together to 
an infamy so profound, a damnation so deep, that the hand of resurrection will never be able to draw him forth.

This is not my language. In view of the recent death of the late President, I would not venture to 
use it. But, sir, was there not here a most gross and outrageous violation of pledges by the late admin­
istration ? And it is the more enormous, because the Democratic party of the North was drawn into 
the support of Texas annexation in consideration of having the whole of Oregon.

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. The Senator will allow me to interrupt him for a moment. I have to say 
that this wholesale charge against the Democratic party is exceedingly unjust; and he should not make 
it with the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton) in his eye. He, in effect, makesan attack on the Se­
nator from Missouri.

Mr. SMITH. Not at all.
Mr. DODGE. Well, sir, qualify your charge.
Mr. SMITH. I take the expressions of the party from the avowals of the Baltimore Convention ; 

and these were, sir, 54 deg. 40 min. at the hazard of a war with Great Britain.
Mr. DODGE. I deny it, Mr. President. The resolution says nothing about 54 deg. 40 min.
Mr. SMITH. Well, it says “ the whole ofthe Territory of Oregon.”
Mr. DODGE. The Senator from Missouri, who has sometimes been ranked with the Democratic 

party, in a speech which has not as yet perhaps been answered, did show that the territory above 49 
deg. was formerly known as New Caledonia, and was no part of Oregon.”

Mr. SMITH, (resuming.) There is no more unqualified admirer than I am of that speech, fraught 
with learning and characterized by distinguished ability. The honorable Senator, (Mr. Benton, ) after 
remaining silent in his seat a long time, and until all the leading men in Congress had been heard, rose 
and poured a flood of light on the subject. He demonstrated most conclusively (in accordance with the 
opinion I had ever entertained) that we had no just pretension to anything above 49 deg. But this does 
not alter the state of the case at all. The Democratic party did go for “ the whole of the Territory of 
Oregon.” This constituted the basis of the whole controversy. It is what Mr. Buchanan contended 
for in his whole correspondence with the British Minister, and the surrender of any part was what Mr. 
Hannegan denounced so bitterly in his speech already quoted. It was “the standard which the Bal­
timore Convention put into the hands” of Mr. Polk, and which he betrayed. What I object to is the 
conduct of the Democratic party in making up such an issue—that they should have joined 6t the re­
annexation of Texas” to e< the re-occupation of Oregon”—of the e< whole territory”—that they should 
have carried the presidential election on such grounds, and then prove recreant, as Mr. Hannegan ex­
pressed himself, “ to the generous confidence which a majority of the people reposed" in them.

4. If, Mr. President, I weredisposed to adoptthetrain of reasoning contained in thespeech ofthe honorable 
Senator, (Mr. Bridbuiiy,) I could show that Mr. Polk, in his inaugural address, pledged himself 
against the proscriptive policy. On that occasion, after saying, “although in our country the Chief 
Magistrate must almost of necessity be chosen by a party, and stand pledged to its principles and mea­
sures,” “ yet,” he adds, “in his official action, he should not be the President of a party only, but of 
the whole people of the United States.” This would seem to draw a distinction between measures and 
men ; for how, otherwise, can the Chief Magistrate be, “in his official action,” the President of “the 
whole people ?” But, without insisting on any positive pledge, I may say that there is obviously in 
these remarks an avowal of liberal views and a declaration of magnanimous purposes. We had a right 
to expect that his dispensation of patronage would be characterized by modification, to say the least. 
How far were the expectations realized, let his disposition of all the vast patronage which devolved up­
on him by reason of the late war with Mexico tell. If there be any case in which the Chief Magis­



trate is bound to be the President, not of a party only, but of the whole country, it is that of a foreign 
war. He certainly should dispense the patronage conferred by reason of the war without the slightest 
reference to party distinctions. When we come to meet our country’s foe, we should know no distinc­
tions. We should be all Whigs—all Democrats; or, rather, all American citizens, ready to strike for 
the honor of our flag, and to uphold the rights of the North American Republic. That the Senate may 
understand the extent and magnitude of this patronage, I submit the following statement:

It appears that there were 11 general officers, 25 majors, (staff,) 111 captains, 1-4 medical officers, 
and 28 paymasters—total, 299 officers—appointed by the President for the volunteer service, from June 
1846, to the early part of the year 1848. For names, see the official registers for January, 1847, pages 
7 and 37 ; and also the official list, published February, 1848, pages 7, 55, and 56.

It appears that officers of the following grades and numbers were appointed for the regular army, to 
wit : 5 major generals, (one only taken from the old army, General Taylor,) 5 brigadier generals, (two. 
Twig’s and Kearney, taken from the old army,) 11 colonels, 11 lieutenant colonels, 23 majors, 115 
captains, 111 first lieutenants, 113 second lieutenants, 111 additional second lieutenants, 12 surgeons, 
and 22 assistant surgeons ; total, 539 officers appointed foi the additional force. For names, see Army 
Register, 1848 ; and for changes by death, resignation, &c., see pages 52, 53 and 54. .

Recapitulation, General officers, 21, (three taken from old army ;) field officers, 70 ; captains and 
subalterns, 561 ; paymasters and medical officers, 186 ; total, 838.

To this list may be added the rifle regiment organized in May, 1846. None of the officers were taken 
from the regular army, except the lieutenant colonel (Fremont) and a lieutenant, (Rhett, of bouth - 
rolina)—makihg.no less than eight hundred and seventy eight appointments, (including the rifle regi­
ment, and excluding officers from the old army.) „

How did Mr. Polk bestow these appointments? It is well known that all the general and field 
cers, and it is believed nearly all the commissioned officers, were appointed on strict party pnnci pies. 
They were all selected from the Democracy, unless occasionally a Whig was made captain or lieutenant, 
but such cases were few and far between. I make no objection to character or qualifications of the ap­
pointees: they were good citizens and brave men; some of them, now highly useful members of hs 
body, who, by their gallantry and good conduct in the field, merit the approbation cf their country. But 
the narrow, unjust, and illiberal conduct of the late President—for he is said to have controlled the whole 
matter—merits the severest condemnation, and but poorly accords with the doctrines of his inaugural ad­
dress. What his course was in relation to the civil departments of the Government will appear herea ter.

I have thus, I believe, put the honorable member (Mr. B.) out of court in his plea of promise-breaking 
against President Taylor and his political friends. I have shown that he is not competent to carry on 
the prosecution. If the honorable Senator will first “ cast out the beam in his own eye, then shall he 
“ see clearly to pull out the mote that is in his brother’s eye.” One thing is ceitain . when the Dem 
cracy are in power they require much indulgence-a liberal interpretation-a generous new of conduct 
and motives ; but the moment their opponents obtain the control of affairs the state of the case is 
tirely altered. They all at once become severely virtuous, and roll up their eyes in holy horror at the 
slightest departure from their new rule of right, though but “ the small dust of the balance iri compan- 
son with their own conduct. The casual correspondence of a successful candidate is ransacked only to 
be garbled and perverted, and “ a pledge” found lurking under every line, though nothing of the sort was 
intended. In the mean time, they open the flood gates of calumny and abuse, notwithstanding their 
broad pledges remain unredeemed. They “ bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them 
on men’s shoulders, but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers

I will next, Mr. President, consider what treatment the President has received at the hands of 
opposition, and how ungracious it is for them to set up objections here to his course in the matter 

°f AndTere iawouldPobserve that if he had, in fact, assured the country that he would, in the event of 
his election, observe the law of kindness, and treat all parties alike, administering the patronage with 
ri’id impartiality, all those who desire to take benefit of such a generous policy should proveJ lheI"3?lves’ 
by kind and respectful treatment of the Executive, to be worthy of it. If he was bound to be the father 
of all then there should be found everywhere filial deference, reverence, and respect. The conduct of 
the opposition has been such as not to entitle them to the benefit of any favorable assurances given by 
the President in advance of the election. They have broken the condition necessarily implied, and put 
ffiemsel" s out of thl pah of all pledges-all assmances if there were any And here I invite attention to-

1 The treatment which the President has received at the hands of the opposition press.
It has incessantly, since the 4th of March, 1849, insisted that he is totally incompetent^to discharge 

the duties of the Presinency, without waiting to see whether he would prove himself such by his adminis 
tratfon of the Government’ It has represented him to be a weak, feeble, imbecile old man, who had no 
opinions of his own, and was totally incapable of forming any ; who was held in leading-strings by 
cabinet, and guided all the while to results which he had not sense enough to comprehend.

Every measure adopted by him has been tortured into some odious form, and all the while heldI ou to 
the country as alike unworthy of the Chief Magistrate of a free people and as disgraceful to the Ame” 
can name and character. Strenuous efforts have been made to condemn him in advance, and so to poison 
public sentiment (the source of all power in this country) as to render an impartial consideration of hl 
course impossible. The vocabulary of scurrility and abuse has been exhausted, and every 
obloquy has been poured out upon him. A long fife of strict honor and integrity, a public career more 
slorious than has fallen to the lot of many men to exhibit, and exploits which have confeired an imper 
Pliable renown upon our flag, have been forgotten, and his conduct and motives traduced and malign , 
merely because he dared to be President, in conformity with the high behests of the people.
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At length the astounding declaration has been put forth that he shall be resisted and opposed, what- 
ever he may do.

“ We mean (said the Democratic organ in this city a few months since) to do our dutyand whatever face the future may wea , 
we mean to oppose the administration of General Taylor and his cabal to the bitter end.

2. It has also been the manifest purpose of the opposition to exclude his views and policy from a pro-
per examination, and even from any consideration whatever. This was disclosed by concerted ettorts to 
carry the present House of Representatives against him, when it was not of the s ightest ,importance witn 
a view to uphold the measures of the last Administration, as they have a fixed majority in this 10 y. 
To elect a Chief Magistrate at one period, and then, within a short time thereafter, to constitute a yon- 
gress to thwart and oppose him, is but a sorry compliment to the consistency and ^intelligence ot e 
American people; and this is exactly what the opposition sought to do, so far as the House of Represen­
tatives in concerned. And they succeeded, if we may add to their strength the third party vote; and 
this, perhaps, may be done without injustice, as the discordant powers were allied at one time to make 
a distinguished, member from Indiana Speaker of that body, and that, too, in hostility to the Admims- 
tration.  , th

3. The President tried a conciliatory line of policy in Virginia. He reappointed George Loyall, esq.,
navy agent at Norfolk, and Thomas B. Bigger, esq., postmaster at Richmond; but his advances were 
treated with scorn. It did not appease the violence of the opposition in the slightest degree. Lvery ef­
fort was made in Virginia, at the April elections in 1849, to put down his administration, and all the 
Congressional districts were carried against it, save one. . . . . , . . T , i

4. In many of the free States the Democracy joined the abolitionist party, with a view to local ad­
vantages, and partly to embarrass the President and his administration. This was so in Connecticut at 
the last general election, (1849.) A coalition was formed to carry not only the 1st, 2d, and 3d Con­
gressional districts, but also the State Legislature. .

The Democratic candidates in the three districts indicated gave written pledges to the abolitionists, 
which are before me; but I will not trouble the Senate by reading them. By such means the friends ot 
the President were defeated in these districts, and a fatal turn given to the Congressional elections. 
This, it will be recollected, was within one month after the inauguration, and there could not have been, 
in any thing done here, the slightest excuse for this course. Mr. Polk hurled out of office many Demo­
crats in the State of New York and elsewhere for joining the Free-soil party. I have before me a list 
of no less than eighty-four deputy postmasters dismissed in that State for this reason; and I will produce 
here a highly interesting letter, relating to one of those cases, from the Hon. William J. Brown, lately 
the Democratic Free-soil candidate for the Speakership, (on pledges, too:)

“ Apfoiktmest Office, P. O. Dei-mitmeit, Juhj 26, 1848.
“ Sir ■ Your letter has been received, and submitted to the Postmaster General I think your reasons for abandonding the 

Democmtic party wholly untotisfaetory. The Postmaster General has heretofore refused to listen to applications to the remotal 
of postmasters for such masons. But the party to which yon are now attached having taken ground against the A Imi llstration 
Me rTnTar nnmtaee of the party for President, I do not see how the Administration car> further refuse to act in these cases, 
without subjecting it to the charge of lending its influence to defeat tlie candidate ot the party.

1 am yours, olc., 
htt T d pm W. J. BROWN.”“ H. J. Sickels, esq. P. M.
I wonder if this letter commended Mr. Brown to the three members from my State, and wonder if 

Southern Senators will shed tears over the fate of the Democratic office-holders of Connecticut It so, 
I venture to predict they will be crocodile tears. I would by no means insinuate that General 1 aylor or his 
cabinet have acted on such grounds. Certainly I have not brought this factious coalition to his or their 
notice, and I only use it now to show how ridiculous it is for the Northern Democracy to complain ot ms 
dispensation of patronage in that quarter of the. Union. , . ,

I will now, Mr. President, turn back, as 1 intimated I should, to the President s inaugural address, 
and particularly to the passage on which the honorable Senator (Mr. B.) relies. He, it is true, on that 
occasion, remarked that “the appointing power vested in the President imposes delicate and onerous 
duties. Ro far as it is possible to be informed, I shall make honesty, capacity, and fidelity indispensable 
prerequisites to the bestowal of office; and the absence of either of these qualities shall be deemed suffi­
cient cause of removal.” From this the honorable Senator (Mr. B.) deduces the conclusion that all 
officers removed from the fourth of March must be regarded as stigmatized for the want of either hones­
ty capacity, or fidelity—a conclusion which would equally follow from the language of Gen. Jackson 
and Mr. Polk in their respective addresses. But this is all a mistake, which I will prove by producing 
here an extract from Gen. Jackson’s first annual message to Congress, as follows:

“ There are nerhans, few men who can, for any great length of time, enjoy office and power without being more or less under 
the influence of feelin"s unfavorable to a faithful discharge of their public duties. Their integrity may be proof against improper 
considerations immediately addressed to themselves; but they are apt to acquire a habit of looking with indifference upon the 
nubile interests and of tolerating conduct from which an unpractised man would revolt. Office is considered a species of proper 
tv and Government rather as a means of promoting individual interests than as an instrument created solely for the service ot the 
people Corruption in some, and in others a perversion of correct feelings and principles, divert Government from its legitimate 
ends, and make it an engine for the support of the few at the expense of the many.’

I am almost provoked at myself for not advej-ting to this authority earlier; it would have saved a 
world of trouble. What a corrupting, hardening effect long office-holding has, according to General 
Jackson, on the minds and morals of men! Why, the Democracy have been in possession of nearly all 
the places under the Government since the 4th March, 1829. President Taylor should have turned 
most if not all of them out long ago on presumption. The idea of the honorable Senator that the dis­
missed have gone out on papers, or libels, as he would have us believe, is all imagination or moonshine. 
It is true President Taylor says “the want of honesty, capacity, or fidelity, shall be deemed sufficient cause 
for removalbnt General Jackson tells him he may infer this from long enjoyment of office ; that in 
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such cages, if the integrity of incumbents “ be proof against improper considerations immediately ad­
dressed to themselves,” he may at least infer that they look “ with indifference on the public interest,” 
and tolerate “ conduct from which an unpractised mind would revolt.” Removals under such circum­
stances do not attack the rectitude of particular individuals—they only carry out a general principle. The 
honorable member calls for a confession by some friend of the President; and if we make it in the form 
and to the extent he is pleased to indicate, he graciously says he will not press his resolution. Though 
not authorized, I will confess that the President wanted “ unpractised minds” in the Government; hence 
some changes. He thought he might proscribe proscription, by letting in his own friends to a fair share 
of the offices. It did not occur to him that he succeeded as a mere administrator de bonis non to Jack- 
son, Van Buren, Tyler, and Polk. If he had “ no enemies to punish, and no friends to reward," he 
surely was not obliged to treat his own friends as if they were enemies. In the place of calling for pa­
pers existing only by hypothesis—let the honorable Senator ask the President to send him this extract 
from General Jackson’s message ; that is a reality, and it will relieve his mind vastly. No objection 
will be made on this side of the chamber.

The question, Mr. President, now arises, what has President Taylor doner Has he made a just, 
reasonable, and proper use of the removing and appointing powers? We see how he was situated ; 
what light the past and the present throw on his path ; what was the course of his predecessors ; what 
the situation of the Government when he came into power, and the conduct of the opposition since. We 
now come to the issue—Has he abused the confidence of the American people, and betrayed the trust 
which they placed in his hands? Let the following details, collected with much labor and care, tell the

1 will begin with the Departmentsin this city, and show what was their political condition at the com­
mencement and close of the late administration, and what changes have been made since ; and if the 
conclusion does not result from the facts, that the President has not even done justfce to himself and 
friends, to say nothing of the public service, I shall be greatly mistaken.

Slate*Department.—At the close of the late administration, there were in this department twenty-five 
employees, (exclusive of the Secretary,) of whom twenty-two were Democrats, and only three Whigs I 
the former receiving a compensation of $21,920, and the latter of $5,000. Majority of Democrats 19, 
and balance of compensation in their favor $16,920 I

Now there are in the same department twenty-six employees, of whom fifteen are Whigs, and eleven 
Democrats; the former receiving a compensation of $13,990, and the latter of $12,940. Majority of 
Whigs only four, and balance of compensation in their favor only $1,050!

Navy Department.—At the close of the last administration, there was in this department (exclusive 
of the Secretary and officers of the navy) fifty-one employees, of whom thirty-four were Democrats fifteen 
Whigs, and two neutrals—the Democrats receiving a compensation of $42,450, and the Whigs of $11,100. 
Majority of Democrats nineteen, and balance of compensation in their favor $25,350 I

Now there are in that department the same number of employees, of whom twenty-five are Whigs, 
twenty-three Democrats, and three neutrals—the Whigs receiving a compensation of $29,100, and the 
Democrats of $27,400. Majority of Whigs only two, and balance of compensation in their favor only
$1,700!

War Department.—At the close of the last administration, there were in this department (exclusive 
of the Secretary and officers of the army, and including the Pension and Indian bureaus, which then be­
longed to that department,) seventy-four employees, of whom forty-two were Democrats, thirty-two 
Whigs, and eight neutrals—the Democrats receiving a compensation of $55,330, and the Whigs ot 
$34 600. Majority of Democrats ten, and balance of compensation in their favor $20,750 !

Now there are in the same department (excluding the Pension and Indian bureaus, at this time a part 
of the Department of the Interior) fifty-six employees, of whom thirty are Whigs, nineteen Democrats, 
and seven neutrals ; the Whigs receiving a compensation of $32,600, and the Democrats $23,6o0. 
Majority of Whigs eleven, and balance of compensation in their favor $8,950 I

Treasury Department— At the close of the last Administration, there were in this Department (ex­
clusive of the Secretary) three hundred and thirty-five employees, of whom two hundred and filly-nine 
were Democrats, and only seventy-six Whigs ; the former receiving a compensation of $305,133, and 
the latter of only $97,500. Majority of Democrats one hundred and eighty-three, and balance of com­
pensation in their favor $207,633 I

Now there are in the same Department three hundred and thirty-four employees, ol whom two hun­
dred and two are Democrats, and only one hundred and thirty-two Whigs ; the former receiving a com­
pensation of $223,108, and the latter of $177,895. Majority of Democrats seventy, and balance of 
compensation in their favor $45,213 I*

Department of the Interior.—There were in the bureausnow composing this Department, at the close 
of the last Administration, one hundred and twenty-seven employees, of whom ninety-three were Demo­
crats, and only thirty-four Whigs ; the former receiving a compensation of $177,137, and the latter ol 
$45 100. Majority of Democrats fifty-nine, and balance of compensation m their favor .
” There are now in the same Department (exclusive of the Secretary and temporary cleiks) one hun­
dred and thirty-eight employees, of whom eighty are Whigs and fifty-eight Democrats ; the former re­
ceiving a compensation of $105,650, and the latter of $68,417. Majority of Whigs twenty two only, 
and balance of compensation in their favor $37,233 It 

* This does not include the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, Commissioner of Customs, and one or two clerkships created 
bv law at the dose of the last Congress, and since filled by Whigs. . .

yt Several of the Democratic clerks dismissed by Mr. Ewing are temporarily employed in this Department
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Here a brief statement of the case of the policemen of the capitol, removed by the order of Mr. Polk, 
r int.roduced. Mr. P., early in his administration, dismissed Major Noland, the Commissioner 

of Public Buildings, an old, experienced, and truly excellent officer, and appointed to that place the Hon. 
Andrew Beaumont, formerly a member of Congress from Pennsylvania. Soon after, Mr. B. dismissed 
two Whig policemen, Messrs. Wailes and Waller, who had long been in office, and were without blame 
or fault, which was done, as has ever been understood, by the interference and under the direction of the 
late I resident. This excited the utmost indignation in Congress,and the Senate, then Domocratic, un­
hesitatingly rejected the Hon. Mr. Beaumont, and sent him back to Pennsylvania. The President then 
nominated Dr. Charles Douglas, of Connecticut, and, on his confirmation, a large number of Demo­
cratic and Whig Senators and members of the House united in a written application to Dr. Douglas for 
the restoration of Wailes and Waller, but in vain. They remained out of office and proscribed until 
the acccession of President Taylor, when they were promptly restored ! These facts are sufficient to 
illustrate and prove how groundless the clamor has been against the Hon. Secretary of the Interior, for 
his dispensation of the patronage of his Department. Every opprobrious epithet has been heaped upon 
him for no other cause than for firmly and resolutely doing what he believed to be his duty.

, Post Office Department.—At the close of the late administration, there were in this Department forty­
rune employees, (exclusive of the Postmaster General,) of whom forty-seven were Democrats, and only 
two Whigs ; the former receiving a compensation of $65,000, and the latter of only $2 200 Majority 
of Democrats forty-five, and balance of compensation in their favor $63,700 1

In the same department there are now the same number of employees, of whom thirty-five are Demo­
crats, and fourteen Whigs; the former receiving a compensation of $47,600 and the latter of $18,300. 
Majority of Democrats twenty- one, and balance of compensation in their favor $29,300 !

In all the Departments there were on the 4th of March last, (exclusive of neutrals and others, as 
above,) six hundred and thirty-two employees, of whom four hundred and seventy-six were Democrats, 
and only one hundred and fifty-six Whigs ; the former receiving a compensation of $578,790, and the 
theT-rfavor1$384 4°90 °f Democrat3 three hundred and twenty, and balance of compensation in

In the same Departments there are now (exclusive as above) six hundred and forty-four employees, of 
whom tinee hundred and fifty are Democrats, and two hundred and ninety-four are Whigs : the former 
receiving a compensation of $404,165, and the latter of $376,539. Majority of Democrats fifty-six, 
and balance ol compensation m their favor $27,630 ! 3

During Mr. Polk’s administration, there were removed in these Departments for other than for some 
special cause, such as drunkenness, one hundred and nine clerks, having a compensation of $122,340 
and under that of President. Taylor, one hundred and six, having a compensation of $122,485. 
But the removals under Mr. Polk were highly exceptionable ; not so those under President Taylor, for 
the reason that the distribution on the fourth of March, 1845, approached much nearer the principle of 
equalization than on the fourth of March, 1849. At the former date it is believed that the official corps 
in this city was nearly equally divided between the Whig and Democratic parties ; whereas, when Presi-

.t7 °r came'"t0 Power, the Democracy had possession of more than three-quarters of all the offi- 
h,h CI y’ The headr »ocU^AU9^'ere’ on the fourth of March> 1845, thus distributed : Whigs 

nine, with a compensation of $26 500 ; Democrats eight, with a compensation of $23,500 : Whig ma- 
iemAvn!1,6’ .1 , =ompensation in their favor $3,000 I Yet Mr. Polk immediately commenced 

that at the close of his administration the account stood thus: Democratic heads of bu- 
e us, fifteen, with a compensation of $46,500 ; Whigs, only two, with a compensation of only $6,000: 

majority of Democrats thirteen, and balance of compensation in their favor $40,500 ! The Whigs were 
Swf IaS“!r a‘ld Plea,san‘on’ who came t0 ‘his city with the Government, and whose connexion with 

the Whig party consisted only in sympathy of opinion.
In the Treasury Department there were at the same period two hundred and sixty-seven employees, of 

whom one hundred and thirty-eight were Whigs and one hundred and twenty-nine Democrats ; the for­
mer receiving a compensation of $172,600, and the latter $150,847. Majority of Whigs only nine, 
with a balance of compensation in their favor $21,753. 3
sion^rnf Pnhli‘°R °0!,stituti”g‘he Department of the Interior, including the office of the Commis- 
sioner of the Public Buildings, the balance was the other way on the 4th of March, 1845 The whole 
number of employees in those Bureaus at that time was one hundred and thirty-one, of whom seventy- 
llfe$7Tinr|eInMlatS >nJ fn7 Whlg3; ,the former receiving a compensation of $83,637, and the latter 
of $74,300. Majority of Democrats eleven, and balance of compensation in their favor $9,339.

In the General Post Office the state of the case was, on the 4th of March, 1845, much more in favor of 
the Democratic party. There were then, as now, forty-nine employees in that Department, of whom 
and ffie htTer^f^oonnn ’ aMd On-7 fo“r'een Wlllgsi the former receiving a compensation of $65,900, 
ffieir favol «-Of non 01 °0' JOr 7 °f Democrats (as now) thirty-five, and balance of compensation in 
iiicir jiivor t?p-4U,vUU.

So that it appears that under President Taylor’s administration the General Post Office has only 
been put back to where it was on the 4th of March, 1845 ! ’

The State Department is known to have been, on the 4th of March, 1845, largely Democratic as 
rfffispofitS friends ° 7 tW° Whig ClerkS’ and 7et kft hiS De‘,artment alm”t wholly in the hands

Na7 and War,departments at that date were believed to have been about in equipoise : so that 
nnl KlP<lnd,T"Ce m all.the Departments was decidedly in favor of the Democratic party There was 
sume itS 'g | ” eXC1aei f°r P° k and cabmet resuming the proscriptive system. But they did re­
sume it and prosecuted it with unexampled rigor; and the spirit with which they were actuated will 
appear from the following letter from the late honorable Secretary of the Treasury ;
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[Not official.J “ May 4,1846.
“ Dear Sir : On Saturday last I directed your appointment to be made out. Since that period it has been made known to me 

that you are, and always have been, a Whig. This was very unexpected intelligence to me. You never did represent 
yourself to me as a Democrat, but I took it for granted that such was the fact. It is impossible tor me to make the re­
moval contemplated, for the purpose of appointing a Whig. I have felt constrained, therefore, to revoke the order for your 
appointment. I regret this occurrence very much. Our short acquaintance had made a strong impression on my mind in 
your favor; and I still believe that, personally, you are entitled to my respect and esteem; but, under the circumstances, 
I cannot make the removal and appointment as I intended.

“ I take pleasure in saying that your deportment throughout has been correct and honorable.
“Yours, very respectfully, WALAbK.

“Jambs L. Childress, Esq.”
By removing heads of bureaus and clerks, as already stated, and by uniformly filling vacancies created 

by deaths and resignations with their own friends, Mr. Polk and his cabinet threw the departments sub­
stantially into the hands of the Democratic party, leaving only a few Whigs—such men as Peter Hagner 
and Stephen Pleasanton—whose services, by reason of great experience and long-tried integrity, were 
indispensable to the Government. .

This course would perhaps be of little importance, had not the public interests been compromitted 
thereby to the last degree. This will appear from the state of things which President Taylor found ex­
isting in the Second and Third Auditops offices on his accession to power.

Second Auditor’s Office.—It appears from a letter from Mr. Clayton, the present auditor, to the hon­
orable Secretary of the Treasury, dated April 18, 1849, (a copy of which I hold in my nand,) that he 
found, on being appointed, that there were no less than thirteen thousand four hundred and twenty-one 
items, or matters of business pending in that office that remained unattended to or unfinished. He re­
marks as follows:

‘' With regard to the causes of the condition of the office. I have only to report, from the short time I have been m office, the 
entire want of system, and the great want of capability, as well as willingness on the part of some ot the clerks, as apparent rea«>M 
for the slate of things that I have tbund. It is true that the business has increased during the Mexican war, but J believe, with 
proper material. .ind a new organization in the system, or, in other words, giving system to that that knew no system, a great 
alteration can be made for the better.” ■

It appears from House Doc., 1st sees., 30th Cong., Reps, of Coms., No. 508, p. 6, that General McCalla, 
the predecessor of Mr. Clayton, in a letter addressed to the Hon. John A. Rockwell, Chairman of the 
Committee of Claims, called for the appointment of twenty-four additional clerks, to enable him to bring 
up the arrearage of business in his office. It appears also, from the act of the 12th of August, 1848, (civil 
and diplomatic bill,) that Congress granted thirteen additional clerks for the period of twelve months, in 
conformity with the views of Gen. McCalla. And I now produce here a letter from the Second Auditor 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated 31st of December last, in which that officer observes that—

“ The business of this bureau has been so far in arrears that it has required all the time and energy of every clerk employed to

the 1st of Juiy, 1850, the services »f »=—addibonol clerk,

and dTpromatic expensesV ”vemmeut’foPr the year ending the 30th day of June, 1850, passed 3d March, 1849, writ not be re- 

quired in this office.”
So much for reform under the auspices of Z. Taylor.
And here would seem to be the proper place to introduce the case of Mr. B. F. Brown, who was a clerk 

in the Second Auditor’s Office, and dismissed for neglect of duty and brawling at the late Presidential 
election. Soon after, he addressed to the President, through the public prints, the following insolent letter:

“ Washington, June 4, 1849.
Str • On the first day of Ibis month I received a letter from your Secretary of the Treasury, notifying me of my removal from 

office Having distinctly declared in your inaugural address, with the oath of office fresh upon your lips, that you should make 
horStv capacity and fidelity the requisites for appointment to office, and the want of them the sole cause for removal ; and >t 
bbinTtereateffiv stated by you principal organ in this city that all removals are made upon that ground, H would be presumed, m

Sticediis n tb i^thrxmwhSr^
character be repelled. Upon receiving notice of my removal, I addressed the following letter to vour Secretary .

“ ‘Washington, June 1, 1849.
“ - Sir • I have this day received from you a dismissal from office. I respectfully request of you a copy of the charges against 

my honesty, capacity, and fidelity, in the discharge of my official duties, it B. F. BROWN.

“‘Hon William M. Meredith, Secretary of the Treasury.’ , ,
“ T,1 thk letter I have received no reply, for the reason that there are no such charges. I was removed for my political opinions

That power is public opinion, and to that tribunal the humblest citizen ?^^P’’ef^llow_citizenf B- F. BROWN.

“ His Excellency Zachary Taylor, President of theUnited States.”
The Senate cannot fail to be struck with the coincidence that exists between the reprehensions of 

this letter and those contained in the speech of my honorable friend. The same premises, are assumed, 
and the same conclusions drawn ; so that, by analyzing, they would be reduced ^bstantiaHy^he 
same elements. I will only add as a sufficient commentary on this letter, that Mr. B. t. Brown, 
after being nominated (I suppose as a martyr) for doorkeeper of the House by the, Democratic party at 
the commencement of the present session, found it expedient to leave this city suddenly, and he
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under several indictments by the grant1 jrrry of theb^rt 
"iv0" 5kssf>—., -.u™»- »• - »"*■

Fshment. So much for this item of Whig persecution . had removed the
Third Auattor’s O>e—This was in a condition.not ess p 1 < b^ onei 1818

best clerks in that office-nine in all; one appointed -n 18U, r ig4g . theappOmtees of

Office into the utmost confusion ; and this‘ aPPear^f in which, after observing that the business of the 
dated April, 1849, to the Secretary of the 1 reasury,
office was enormously in arrears he^js that X7X i^n" MU-

- Many of the quartermaster = aeeounts areex«e = branch ha9 m p t arlser.fromthe^tncre o)J most
involving a vast amount oi mon^-, J jiexican war, and greatly by the removal from office of^ nsL.ful_i,lstr„ction
bursing officers made "^^Jothers without experience, requiring instruction andIt me j en<rineer branches, there has been 
cient clerks, and “I'Pomtment ot oUien . c|e|.ks. [„ the engineer and t°l,°|'al* hi‘ k =-mav be mai„ly imputed to the
only to be obtained through the rem-tln g 1 T| accumulation in that branch, 11 . ears committed
but little if any increase ol (hsbmseiuents since 11 ace0unt3 sotoly and excl»ivdy torm^y,^ this. hk
removal of a most intelligent, efficient ell:A I successor, promoted to fill the p ace’dba ” d , it was therefore deemed no­
te his adjustment, and who on to-m^k P.them up la)e„t f lhese, acconnuhadMt

.........

kri=£=i."-=Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. W ho removed Pfler "a®1nejourscore years and ten.
Mr. SMITH. Old age ! fourscore’ y®aI® ’ P e honorable Senator’s speech. He says that—
I am now prepared to submit an extract f public, some of the departments here are

■ t “worthyFf notice, that while offi^^r^w^ -™, ^gR be wise economy torestorethe 

calline upon Congress for additional force. I beg leave to gg ,
former etiicient publicservants.' He has restored “ the former efficient public ser-

That is exactly what President Taylor has done He ha^ by lhe mlsconduct
vants and yet some additional force is necessary
of the last administration. , . fearlessly submit the question to the Senate and tn

So much for the Departments in thu> city; a d I and the cabinet have done more than their
country, whether, so far as they are cone d, ^h^ they haxe noi done even that.
duty. Many, perhaps, most, of iheir p *hand) (February last,)

Diplomatic service — At the time the paper  was ma^ without request) three full ministers, and four 
there^had been recalled, from the 4th of March 184 requestj three full ministers and
charges, receiving salaries to the amount ot S> d there remained abroad appointees of the
four chargds, receiving salaries to he amount of1W™ mmls,ioners at Canton and the Sandwich 
last administration, two lull ministers, hve W^and uding ministers, charges, and secretaries of 
Islands The appointees of the present adm m„nn, nf$103 000, and the appointees of the last
Sion) were a that period receiving salaries to the “S^ave remained, durfog the first year of 
659,000. More than one th.rd of ,lh® dT1°‘“ f t^P Democratie .party, and this must be regarded as 
President Taylor’s administration, in the handf" hc |attPr part of Mr. Polk’s administration, 
liberal, in view of the faet, that not a single Whig, dm g servicer The late Henry Wheaton was, 
was permitted to hold a situation in Berlin, for no other than political reasons. A more
I believe, the last of this class. He was recal led fr ’abroaJ. It must aiso be regarded as mode-
competent or accomplished man “e''cb.griJa® Congress made provision (as already stated) in the form o 
rate, in view of the further fact that the g ghould as additional evidence of a kindly dis-
outlits for the recall of the whole c»rPs- I p (o the tact of his permitting Mr. Hannegan to go 
position of the President towards the Dem confirmation by this body under novel,

* Ka”l am —

S-tiSX “wd" ■"
in conformity with the practice and course o p President Taylor is forty-three ; of

Consular sermce.-Tte whole number o ermsuh> appoi Pgulate, two ; held by foreign sub- 
these, to fill vacancies, resignations, and dea h Jourtee^e^i compensation of $54,600. lhe con- 
jects, two ; and vacancies on reca , ’ undiglurbed, receive a compensation of $80,000 ba-
suls appointed by his predece . , Q3 4|g -phere jg little persecution here .
lance against the present Admimstrat , $ ’ N wag inducted int0 office, he discovered,

Naval service.—Soon after the presen - disorder—that there were arrearages in the ”a‘”re
that the afiairs of the Department were Auditor, to the enoimous amount of $653,844 71.
defalcations standing on the booksi of the t W A he immediateiy directed his at-
This was due from na'/y agents, navy p . .= j management and great perseverence he has sue-
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to give the Democratic party againThe effect of these extensive
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country—certainly so of those in the free States, and it

Treasury act to the contrary notwithstanding. There are several other cases of aggravated default 
by navy agents ; but as the particulars are before the public, it is necessary to dwell upon them. In 
consequence, the honorable Secretary deemed it to be not expedient to make pretty extensive changes in 
the corps of navy agents and pension agents. He has caused to be appointed on expiration ot the 
terms of predecessors, four ; on removal, two, and both defaulters ; on resignation, one ; and has 
discontinued two agencies as useless to the public. One■ Democrat bolds over, and “not“er (George 
Loyall) has been re-appointed, (a great mistake I) Every honest man must say at is all right

Reeenue srrmce.—I have no means of comparing the state of things now, as to collectors of customs 
and other officers in this branch, appointed either by the President, by and with the advice and ^nsent 
of the Senate, or by the Secretary of the Treasury, with the condition of affairs under Mr. 1 oik s Ad­
ministration ; but one tiling I know, in many cases removals have been received with'high satisfaction 
in their respective localities. On occasion of the removal of Governor Morton from the collectorship oi 
Boston, the Democracy of that city assembled on the common and fired a salute of two hundred guns. 
or, if I have put too much powder in this statement, say one hundred guns ! 1 hope the honorable 
Senator will not charge over the ammunition toPresident Taylor or the Whig party. I have letters 
from reliable friends, showing that at least two-fifths of the patronage in the custom-houses of Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, is in the hands of the Democratic party. Quite too much . 
More reform is needed in this quarter !

I make the same remark in respect to district attorneys, marshals,. Indian agents, surveyois-general, 
registers of the land offices, and receivers of public moneys, which I have already submitted in respect 
to collectors and other officers of the customs. I would observe that the district attorney for the south­
ern district of New York, on being dismissed, proved a defaulter to the amount of $20,000 ; and I have 
understood the President has not removed some of the other officers named, out of deference o e 
wishes of Democratic Senators. If this resolution passes, I shall conclude he has been too generous .

General Post O^ce.—The honorable Senator (Mr. Bradburv) says that there were removed, during 
the last fiscal year, 2,103 deputy postmasters ; and he concludes that at least 2,000 of them must have 
been dismissed by President Taylor-thus charging over to the President a large number who were dis­
placed, in New York, Ohio, and other States, for turning free-soilers. He then adds: If the work 
has gone on at the same rate, we must have some five thousand (dismissals) in the post offices a.one. 
Now, as I am unwilling to have so worthy a gentleman remain in the dark, I will lay the precise state 
of the case before him.

State oj the case on the 9th of March, 1850:
Whole number of post offices in the United States
Appointed by the Postmaster General on removals
Appointed by the Postmaster General on resignations.
Appointed by the Postmaster General on deaths........

............. 17,780
.3,406
.2,802
.. 218— 6,426

11^54
The removals have only been about twenty per cent, on the whole number ; and after all the ap- 

pointments made on deaths, resignations, and removals, almost two-thirds of the appointees of the last 
and preceding Administrations remain in office. , , , . i ■ tc. i

In Maine, (where, according to the honorable Senator, there has been a pretty general sweep,) I find, 
on recent inquiry at the General Post Office, the account to stand thus:

Number of post offices in Maine 651
“ removals................................................................................................

“ resignations ............ .........................
“ deaths............................................................................................... "*

So that more than three-fourths of the postmasters appointed for Maine, before the 4th of March, 
1849 remain in office ; and I venture to say there are few Whigs among them

It ’is well known that the Harrison Administration wept out of office at the end of seven or eight 
months after it was organized; and I admit that the then Postmaster General made a considerable number 
of removals during that period; but President Tyler having separated himself from his political friends, 
ere long commenced removing the appointees of Mr. Granger; and I now submit the following state­
ment, obtained at the General Post Office, of the number of removals made during the two last years of 
Mr. Tyler’s and the whole of Mr. Polk’s administration.

Number of Postmasters removed from the 4th of March, 1843, to the 4th of March, 1849, viz.-

The effect of these extensive removals was 1 
possession and control of the post offices of the

1,260

i the year ending 4th March, 1844 ........... ................ 588
Do do do do 1845 ........... ............... 672

do do 1816 ....................1,197Do
Do do do do 1847 ......... .. ............... 393
Do do do do 1848 ........... ................. 295
Do do do do 1849 ............................. 428
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seems to me that there is nothing unreasonable in the course of the President, or rather of his Postmas­
ter General, under all the circumstances of the case.

Before I close this branch of the subject, I wish to invite the attention of the Senate to the great number 
of resignations of postmasters which have occurred since the 4th of March, 1849; and these are now rapidly 
outrunning the removals. From the 12th of January last to the 9th of March, the resignations increased 
by two hundred and two, and the removals by only one hundred and fifty-four! Mr. Jefferson said, in 
his celebrated letter to the New Haven merchants, that vacancies “by death are few, by resignation 
none.” How surprisingly times are altered! I cannot account for it, unless it be the effect of the hon­
orable Senator’s speech. If he will only publish one or two more editions, all the Democrats in office 
will probably resign from a sheer sense of justice to the President.

I now come, Mr. President, to the heroes! They have been sacrificed! The honorable Senator 
gives a list.

1. He says that Gen. Lane, appointed Governor of Oregon towards the close of the last Administra­
tion, has been dismissed. I wish to say nothing derogatory to this gentleman. If he won laurels in the 
war with Mexico, I shall be the last man to pluck a leaf. He may be a good soldier, but not well quali­
fied to discharge so difficult and responsible a trust in that remote quarter of the world. The President 
knew Gen. Lane intimately, and it is to be presumed he acted in removing him from a high sense of 
duty. Besides, he has appointed the gallant and highly accomplished Major John P. Gaines to fill the 
place—who was also distinguished in the same war—and a better or braver man never lived. Does the 
honorable Senator claim that only Democratic heroes are to be provided for!

2. Colonel John B. Weller, commissioner to run the Mexican boundary, has been removed, and I 
beg to assure the Senator for good and sufficient reasons. The papers in the case have been communi­
cated to the Senate. I have examined them carefully, and it appears that he violated in the grossest man­
ner the instructions of the last Executive. In addition, he has squandered the appropriation, and overdrawn 
the amount by several thousand dollars. I venture to predict, that at least twenty-five thousand dollars will 
be required to supply deficiencies. In the mean time, he has done very little—only fixed the initial point 
on the Pacific, traced the line towards the Gila four miles, ascertained the point of departure at the junc­
ture of the Gila with the Colorado, and traced the line from thence towards the Pacific one mile. At 
this rate, it will take one century to run the line. The President owed it alike to himself and the coun­
try to dismiss him.

3. Captain Blythe was dismissed from the office of District Attorney for the northern district of Mis­
sissippi; but I will let Captain B. tell his own story as follows:

“ Columbus, Miss., June 15, 1849. 
“ To the Editors of the Union.

“ Gentlemen : On observing, a few days since, the official notice of my removal from the office of United States Attor­
ney for the northern district of Mississippi, I immediately addressed a note to the Editor of the Democrat, of this place, requesting 
him not to indulge incrimination or complaint on account of my ejection. My reasons stated for such a request were these : 
Viewing the course of the Administration, I anticipated that which has occurred the more certainly, u» I had positively refused 
the assistance of many leading Whigs in the district, voluntarily tendered, to retain me in the place; and I was unwilling to be­
come the object of newspaper notoriety or controversy about a matter of so little personal interest to me. Judge, then, of my 
regret on observing the very kindly-intended article about myself which appeared in your paper of the Sth instant. To correct the 
mistakes of that article—based upon incorrect information—is the object of this communication.

“ It is true, I commanded a company from this place about nineteen months during the war with Mexico. I was not amongst 
the first to rush to the rescue, my health at that time preventing. Neither was I a member of the first Mississippi regiment, nor 
at the battle of Monterey and Buena Vista.

“ I would further state, that I know of no tcnusual bond of sympathy that ever existed between General Taylor and the re­
giment to which I was attached. He certainly was under no obligations to me, unless experience shall h#ve taught him that those 
were his best friends who labored most assiduously to prevent his occupying the seat he now does. I do not censure the Admin­
istration for its couree towards me, as I conceive I have no personal cause.

“Again expressing my repugnance to this character of notoriety, permit me to add my grateful acknowledgments for your 
kind intentions. A. K. BLYTHE.”

This letter I consider highly creditable to Capt. Blythe. By his own acknowledgment, he had parti­
cipated actively in the late presidential election, and therefore was a proper subject of removal; but he 
displays in his letter so much nobleness of soul and generosity of disposition, that I could almost wish the 
President would give him some signal expression of his approbation.

[Here Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, made some remarks highly complimentary to Capt. Blythe, in which 
Mr. S. concurred.]

4. I know nothing of the other cases mentioned by the Senator. He speaks of Mr. Haile, of New 
York, who he says was dangerously wounded at the battle of Lundy’s Lane, and left for dead on the 
field, has nevertheless been dismissed from some otfice—what, the Senator does not say. But this, wheth­
er right or wrong, is no new thing in the history of the country. I have already said that Mr. Jefferson 
dismissed Elizur Goodrich from the collectorship of New Haven, and he was bayoneted by the British 
when they invaded that city during the revolutionary war, and was " left for dead on the field.” Gene­
ral Jackson turned out several who had distinguished themselves in defence of the country: among 
others, I recollect the case of Major Melville, who was one of the celebrated “ Boston tea-party.”

But General Taylor is the last man to do injustice to those who have suffered for the country. If any­
thing of the sort has occurred since he came into power, it has been without his knowledge, and will be 
sure to meet with his disapprobation. He who exclaimed in the height of the battle of Buena Vista, 
“ My wounded are behind me—I will not retreat alive,” will gladly recognise the just pretensions of his 
comrades in arms.

Mr. President it now only remains for me to state briefly the grounds on which I suppose an adminis- 
ration coming into power, as did the present, may make appointments without laying itself open justly to 
the charge of being proscriptive. It may appoint its own friends to fill vacancies created by—

1. Deaths.
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2. Resignation. These have been more numerous than is generally supposed, since the 4th of March, 
1849, in other departments than the General Post Office. I could give many more particulars, but time 
will not permit.

3. By removal of those unduly appointed by a retiring administration. And here I wish to notice the 
broad contrast which exists been the course of the Democracy at the 2d session of the 20th Congress, at 
the close of Mr. Adams’s term, and at the 2d session of the last Congress. On both occasions the party 
had a majority in the Senate; but in the former they took the ground that inasmuch as the administra­
tion of Mr. A. had been condemned and overruled by the people, it was not fit that he should dispense 
the patronage of government any further than was indispensable to the public services. They therefore 
laid on the table, and refused to act on, it is believed, nine-tenths of his nominations, and among others 
that of the Hon. John J. Crittenden, nominated as a judge of the Supreme Court. But a very different 
course was pursued at the last session. The retiring President laid his hands on all appointments with­
in his reach. He made no less than one hundred and forty-six nominations at the last session, of which 
twenty-four were during the three days in March—ministers, charges, consuls, collectors, marshals, dis­
trict attorneys, navy agents,postmasters, and other subordinate officers—and the Senate had no difficulty 
in confirming them,notwithstanding the rule in the case of Mr. Adams. Mr. Hannegan was nomina­
ted and confirmed at the last gasp. This anticipation of the incoming President constituted, in my judg­
ment, a serious grievance, which demanded a more full redress than it has received.

By removal of such as obtained their places by proscribing others; and this will usually involve the 
restoration of long-tried and faithful public officers, as as in the cases of the Second and Third Auditor’s 
offices. Mr. Grundy, in the extract from his speech already quoted, recognised this as a sufficient 
ground for removal.

5. By ditto, in cases where there is incapacity, inattention to duty, immorality, or other irregularity of 
conduct.

6. By ditto, where there has been an open.interference with elections, either municipal. State, or na­
tional. I deny that any man can be ^eeme(LtfijlY competent who is a brawler on such occasions. Ca­
pacity, properly considered, is a large word. It dtpiprehends not only intellect, sound morals, sufficient 
education, and business habits, but also acceptability to the people. What right has any administration 
to quarter on any community a public officer (deputy postmaster for example) who has made himself 
odious by political impertinence to a majority of the people, at the locality where he is to exercise his 
functions? When, therefore, the President said that the want of capacity would be a sufficient cause 
for dismissal, it necessarily involved the exclusion of all this class.

7. By ditto, where there has been no positive misconduct, official or otherwise, and nothing appears 
against the officer but inaptitude, in point of temper or habits, to the place which he fills. This is recog­
nised by Mr. Shipley, one of the honorable Senator’s Democratic predecessors, as sufficient cause for 
removal:

“ A man may prove a bad public officer from constitutional traits of character. He may be slow in the discharge of duty> 
where expedition is required. He may have an irritable temper, where great patience is desirable or necessary. These, and a 
great variety of other causes, may prevent the discharge of his official duties as they ought to be discharged, and yet he may not 
be chargeable with any intentional misconduct. And must the people suffer under these inconveniences without any effectual 
remedy I The injury and inconvenience to the individual, by removal, is not at all to be compared to the public injury by his 
continuance in such cases.”—Vide Gales <$* Seaton's Debates, vol. 11, pt. l.p. 453.

8. By ditto, where there are good and sufficient reasons to suspect frauds, defalcations, or other mis­
conduct. I can say, in the language of Mr. Shipley, that since General Taylor came into power—

“ Many instances of defalcation and corruption, where the incumbents were supposed to be good officers while in office, 
have been discovered on their retiring by virtue of a law, or on their removal, and their names could be given; but I 
forbear to do it, as it is not necessary to the argument.”—Vide Gales <$- Seaton's Cong. Deb., vol. 11, pt. 1, p. 452.

9. By ditto, with a view to the general advantage ; but this ground must be acted on with great caution, 
otherwise it will run into abuse. Mr. Shipley says, (Gales & Seaton’s Cong. Deb., vol. 11, pt. l,p. 453 :)

*‘I would not necessarily require any positive fault in an officer, in order to remove him from office.” * * * “it is just and 
proper, and useful, without regard to party or party favors, to change public officers. It is in accordance with our system of gov­
ernment, which holds out equal rights and equal privileges to all.”

This Democratic Senator from Maine did not deem these views at all inconsistent with positive pledgee 
of Gen. Jackson and his friends against the proscriptive policy.

If the honorable Senator (Mr. B.) should suggest (and indeed he does so in effect in his resolution) 
that the parties in interest should, before iemoval,have notice,and a hearing, or an opportunity to make a 
defence, then I must call on Mr. Shipley again to correct his errors, and bring him to a proper under­
standing of this subject.

Mr. Shipley says:
“ If the President is required to give satisfactory reasons for a removal, he must first have the proof of misconduct; and if the 

proof is attempted, as long as partiesexist, the tesiimony will be contradictory, and the people will never be enabled to procure a 
removal, until a ease is made so clear as to authorize and justify an impeachment. The voice of the people is lost. They can 
no longer be heard, or, if heard, respected.—Vide Gales <$- Seaton’s Cong. Deb., vol. 11, p. 453.

Or will the Senator (Mr. Bradbury) insist that it is a grievous wrong to displace a party who have 
been a quarter of a century in office, and that Democratic office-holders have at least a possessory right 
to their places, to say nothing of an estate for life or in fee ’?

In answer, I must ask my honorable friend to hear the sentiments of General Jackson, as expressed in 
his first annual message to Congress—sentiments which were promulged in face of his assurance that 
“ the patronage of the Government should not be brought in conflict with the freedom of elections

” In a country where offices are created solely for the benefit of the people, no one man has any more intrinsic right to 
official station than another. Offices are not established to give support to particular men at the public expense No indi­
vidual wrong is done by removal, since neither appointment to nor continuance in office is matter of right. The incumbent 
became an officer with a view to public benefits; and when these require his removal, they are not to be sacrificed to pri­
vate interests. It is the people, and they alone, who have a right to complain when a bad officer is substituted for a good 
one. He who is removed has the same means of obtaining a living that are enjoyed by millions who never held office.”
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Or will the Senator contend that the Presi^e"‘ ^^hich^heTas^ndeavoredVo regulate his con- 
stances to observe the rules of moderation and eq y y id b| . b j hope he will let the dtstm- 
doct ? Very likely : in such vast concerns, mistakes are unavoidable, nut nop
guished Senator from Missouri (Mr. Bentox) apologize the President Bnfort„„ate r==om-
6 •.DoubUes, Present Jack»n ha, mad, nnfon„.,am appomtm nu I my^lf have m
mendatious, though I have made but few.-PMe Cong. Deb., col. 11, P ,F

Hear, also, Mr. Grundy to the same effect . , rtanco nr this I have no doubt. The
- It i, urged that worthy men have been removed from ^" ^Xl'ion^of other.." Another fact, however, is equally 

Chief Magiftrate has, in some rnstanees, been imposed on by tl e r ^prestnratio
Cabinet will look them ail

«... .h. e...^1 Lp 

sat iLta..■“ t 

entertained for a moment that the distinguished Lltlze hereafter say or do, as a member of
sponsible in the slightest degree for what, tave now j responsibility for the course of events
this body. On the other hand, it is but just that I should disclaim respon y
since the 4th of March, l^ Phere »re "ot E^ecutlve.^The President and Cabinet have not needed 
traced to any opinions expressed by me to the jnxeLUUve.
the aid of my feeble arm. ,niirKP of President Taylor has been mode-I have thus, Mr. President, endeavored to Jn every where. My
sate, just, and reasonable—such as to commend its hJ been t0 defend his consisten-
sole object tn entering on this exposition (I fea p can„ot stop for a moment the floodgates of 
cy, honor, and rectitude I know that any effort of o/uncharitableness conceive, has
calumny and abuse. AU that ingenui y ca . j t 86j t0 prevent an impartial judgment by 
been and will continue to be used to poison pub cto embarrass him and his ad- 
the people on his course. Many adventitious ci w“i be done him by the men of the present day;p™- Buti whTe^^h“sb^i^^

Washington, in a letter to Mr. Lee, of A irgima . I CAHK
..IS WHAT WIEU THIS ABUSE TEnMIXATE? FoU -SULT - IT --CTS

,OT; EOB [ HAVE A CONSOLATION^ITHll.1 THUTSOU-m“ MT tios]1VCT. THE AH­

IS, THAT NE1THEII AMBITIOUS NOH 1NTKKESTBD MOI V POINTED, NEVBB CAN HBACU THE
BOWS OE MALEVOLENCE, THEHEEOBE, HOWEVER BA • COXTINUALLX
MOST VULNERABLE PART OE ME, THOUGH, WHILE I AM UP FOB A MARK, IHEX WILL

AIMED.”


