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House passes Marriage 
Protection Act
Bill would bar federal 
courts from ruling on 
constitutionality of DOMA
By LOU CHIBBARO JR.

One week after the Senate defeated a proposed con­
stitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage, the 
House of Representatives voted 233 to 194 on July 22 
to pass a bill that would bar federal courts — includ­
ing the U.S. Supreme Court — from deciding whether 
the Defense of Marriage Act is constitutional.

Gay civil rights attorneys said the bill, H.R. 3313, 
the Marriage Protection Act, appeared unconstitu­
tional and would set a dangerous precedent by alter­
ing the balance between the legislative and judicial 
branches of government.

“The legislation seeks to forever slam shut the fed­
eral courthouse doors to gay and lesbian couples 
challenging an anti-gay federal marriage law,” the 
American Civil Liberties Union said in a statement.

“Last week, the Senate rejected amending the 
Constitution, but today the House voted to violate it,” 
said ACLU legislative counsel Christopher Anders.

In the vote on the Marriage Protection Act, 206 
Republicans and 27 Democrats voted for the bill while 
176 Democrats, 17 Republicans and one independent 
voted against it.

Four Texas Democrats were among those to vote 
with Republicans in favor of the measure: Chet 
Edwards, Max Sandlin, Charlie Stenholm and Jim 
Turner. All the GOP members of the Texas delega­
tion voted in favor of the bill; Ron Paul, a Republican, 
was among eight members not to vote.

While disappointed in the outcome, gay activists 
were quick to point out that the 233 vote total in favor

.

’ T I.

Republican Congressman Jeff Hostettler of Indiana introduced the 
Marriage Protection Act last year, but it received little notice as 
most of Congress focused on the Federal Marriage Amendment.

of the bill fell significantly short of the 290 votes 
needed by the House to pass the proposed constitu­
tional amendment banning gay marriage.

“On the positive side, 194 members of Congress 
rejected this mean-spirited, divisive, disgusting and 
clearly unlawful bill,” said Matt Foreman, executive 
director of the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force.

The House approval of the bill appears to confirm 
the view of its sponsors that, while many lawmakers 
are unwilling to back a constitutional amendment to 
ban gay marriage, they have no qualms about sup­
porting a bill that bans federal courts from forcing 
individual states to recognize gay marriages.

Gay civil rights leaders were expected to turn their

Vanessa Edwards-Foster of Houston is among five transgender delegates to the 
Democratic National Convention in Boston. (Photo by Dalton DeHart)

Trans delegates to 
attend convention
Houston's Edwards-Foster among 
five reps going to Democrat confab
By BINNIE FISHER

The number of transgender delegates to the Democratic 
National Convention will increase dramatically over past 
years when the event convenes July 26 in Boston. In past years, 
transgender activists say, there has been no more than one trans­
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Community Center hires first paid employee
New trans manager 
brings new direction
By BINNIE FISHER

The Houston GLBT Community Center 
scaled a hurdle recently when the board of 
directors hired the first-ever paid employ­
ee to oversee day-to-day operations of the 
facility.

Julie Harris, a transgendered woman 
with a degree from Texas A&M University, 
is the first paid employee in the history of 
the center.

Her official title is Community 
Resource Manager.

“We needed somebody who could think 
on their feet, and Julie can do that,” said 
center president Robert “Shane” McShane.

McShane said the hiring of a perma­
nent employee is a facet of the vision he 
saw for the center when he attended a con­
ference for gay, lesbian and transgender 
activists in Miami a few months ago.

MORE INFO
Houston GLBT Community Center 
3400 Montrose Blvd., Suite 207 
713-524-3618
www.houstonglbtcommunitycenter.org

The conference, sponsored by the 
National Association of Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual & Transgender Community 
Centers, offered a seminar that appealed to 
McShane, the recently elected president of 
the Houston Center.

The group was shuttled off to the Ft. 
Lauderdale Community Center, and it 
was there that McShane came to realize 
why the Houston center had struggled for 
years with issues ranging from identity to 
funding.

He learned that the strong and vibrant 
community centers in the country came of 
age in the 1980s along with the AIDS crisis. 
Most became umbrella organizations for 
entities struggling to deal with the disease.

“We didn’t have that history with our 
center,” he said.

Established in 1996, the Houston center 
had languished for years in an old house 
with smelly carpeting that had become a 
hangout for homeless youth.

Sometime before McShane became pres­
ident in December, he said, the board had 
decided to move the center to its present 
facility at 3400 Montrose Blvd., Suite 207.

That accomplished, McShane said, he 
realized after the seminar in Florida that 
the Houston center needed a stated pur­
pose and an identity

Since it would take years and probably a 
fair share of controversy to try and estab­
lish the center as an umbrella organization

Community Center president Shane McShane 
(right) said the hiring of Julie Harris to oversee 
daily operations is a milestone.

at this point, McShane said, it was decided 
that to assist community groups was a 
worthy purpose.

A resource, not an umbrella
“The vision I have for the center is that 

it is a resource for the community” he said.
As such, McShane said, the center will 

support the efforts of nonprofit organiza­
tions that serve gay, lesbian and transgen­
der clients. In addition, the center will pro­
vide information regarding the services 
available in Houston.

The center’s Internet site now offers a 
calendar of events for programs taking 
place there, but eventually, McShane said, 
he hopes the site can be a more compre­
hensive resource guide.

With the addition of Julie Harris, whose 

position is being funded by a grant from 
the Hollyfield Foundation, McShane said, 
foot traffic into the facility has already 
increased.

Now that the center is open from noon 
to 9 p.m. weekdays, he said, “They’re find­
ing us big-time. I can’t believe how many 
more people we’re seeing.”

In a given month, McShane said, the 
center hosts about 35 meetings that repre­
sent the involvement of 20 to 25 organiza­
tions. With meeting space for as many as 80 
attendees, he said, the center is open to 
organizations that need it.

“We do ask for a nominal donation to 
help pay our expenses,” he said. “If an 
organization is in need, then the space is 
given to them gratis, and we raise the 
money somewhere else. Our goal is to help 
the organizations so they can help the peo­
ple they serve.”

Eventually, McShane said, he hopes to 
provide services such as mail boxes and 
voice mail for organizations.

But the next vital step is to find support 
from among gay Houstonians. If 10 percent 
of the population is gay, McShane said, 
that means there are about 190,000 poten­
tial supporters in Houston.

“You’ve got to have your family support 
you,” he said.

In the meantime, he said, he’ll continue 
to work on identity. “Our problem is we’re 
the best-kept secret in town.”
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national news
Mont, voters to consider marriage ban; N.C. measure fails
HELENA, Mont. (AP)—A proposal to amend the Montana Constitution to ban gay marriage 
will appear on the fall ballot after supporters collected more than 46,000 signatures, officials 
announced last week. It is the eighth state that plans to vote on a constitutional amendment 
to ban gay marriage this Tall. Montana law already prohibits same-sex marriages, but the

Montana state Rep. Jeff Laszloffy, a 
Republican and president of the 
Montana Family Foundation, intro­
duced an amendment to the state 
constitution to ban gay marriage that 
voters will consider in November.

initiative would make the ban more difficult to overturn 
by embedding it in the constitution. Republican state Rep. 
Jeff Laszloffy proposed the amendment as president of 
the Montana Family Foundation. “It’s too bad that we 
need to restate the obvious — that marriage is between a 
man and a woman — but if the obvious needs to be 
restated, I believe voters will do it by an overwhelming 
majority in November,” he said. In North Carolina, an 
attempt to amend the state constitution to ban gay mar­
riage failed. The legislature adjourned without action on 
an amendment proposal last weekend. “No constitution 
should be used to discriminate,” Human Rights 
Campaign President Cheryl Jacques said in a release. 
“Every North Carolinian deserves to have the same 
rights and freedoms under their constitution.” Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma 
and Utah are the other states voting on a gay marriage 
ban. Two additional states may vote on similar measures 
this fall. Activists in Michigan and Oregon have submit­
ted more than enough signatures on petitions to force a 
vote, but those signatures are still being verified.

Wash, judge denies GOP lawmakers' 
request to intervene on marriage
OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP)—A Thurston County 
judge rejected a request by 22 Republican law­
makers to intervene in a case challenging the 
state law defining marriage as a union 
between a man and a woman. But Superior 
Court Judge Richard Hicks gave them per­
mission last week to submit a short friend-of- 
the-court brief stating their position in the 
case, filed by the American Civil Liberties 
Union on behalf of gay couples. Hicks said 
allowing the seven state senators and 15 rep­
resentatives to enter the case now as a party 
to the lawsuit would be disruptive. “That 
train has left the station,” Hicks said of the 
case, filed in April and set for a Sept. 2 hear­
ing. “This is not the Legislature seeking to 
intervene but certain legislators who may 
[subscribe] to a certain point of view,” he 
said. “If I open this door, there will most cer­
tainly be others seeking to balance the table.”

Spokane school board rejects 
materials on sexual orientation
SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — The Spokane 
School Board declined to approve teaching 
materials related to gay people and homo­
phobia after parents complained that they 
were inaccurate and constituted propagan­
da. A 25-minute videotape, “Being Gay: 
Coming Out in the 21st Century,” and a four- 
page booklet to go with it called “Dealing 
with Homophobia,” were recommended for 
use in ninth-grade health classes. After the 
five-member board’s 2-2 vote last week, 
Superintendent Brian Benzel urged admin­
istrators to continue searching for educa­
tional materials to address sexual-orienta­
tion issues. The fifth board member was not 
at the meeting, and could break the deadlock 
at a subsequent session. A dozen people 
addressed the board, sayihg they were con­
cerned and offended by the proposed class­
room materials, which had been recom­
mended by a committee of teachers and 
administrators, a 14-person citizens adviso­
ry committee and a group of principals.

Former high school student 
wins discrimination lawsuit
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — A former Perry 
High School student was awarded $27,500 
for a lawsuit claiming he was discriminated 
against based on his perceived sexual orien­
tation. Tyler Rothmeyer, 18, filed the lawsuit 
in March against the Perry Community 
School District, the city of Perry and one of 
the city’s police officers. The district was 
ordered to pay Rothmeyer $20,000 and the 
police officer, who was the student resource 
officer at the high school at the time of the 
incident, was ordered to pay Rothmeyer 
$7,500, the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District ruled last week. 
Rothmeyer claimed he was wrongfully sus­
pended from school and was falsely arrested 
when he defended himself against a fellow 
student who was threatening him with hate­
based epithets. “Tyler Rothmeyer is not the 
first, and unfortunately will not be the last 
student to face anti-gay harassment,” said 
Robert Montgomery, Rothmeyer’s attorney

Twenty same-sex couples 
refused Colo, marriage licenses
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP)—Twenty 
same-sex couples lined up at the El Paso 
County clerk’s office to request a marriage 
license knowing they would be rejected in a 
protest July 16 aimed at eventually winning 
the right to marry “We work. We pay our 
taxes. We vote,” said Valerie Wheeler of 
Colorado Springs, one of those applying for a 
license. “We’re hard-working Americans. We 
just want the opportunity to share our lives 
together as a married couple,” added her 
partner, Elaine Diehl. The protest was in 
preparation for the weekend’s Pridefest 
mass wedding ceremony in Acacia Park. 
Organizers said the ceremony was to be one 
of the first public actions promoting same- 
sex marriage after last week’s defeat in the 
U.S. Senate of a proposed constitutional 
amendment banning gay marriages.

From staff and wire reports
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House votes to bar courts 
from overturning D0MA
MARRIAGE, continued from Page 1

attention to the Senate, with the hope of 
persuading a majority of senators to 
defeat the bill. President Bush was expect­
ed to sign the legislation if the Senate 
joins the House in passing it.

Wisconsin Congressman James 
Sensenbrenner, the Republican chair of 
the House Judiciary Committee, said the 
bill was needed to ensure that federal 
courts don’t force states to recognize 
same-sex marriages performed in other 
states. The measure was approved by the 
committee on July 14.

“Integral to the American constitution­
al system is each branch of government’s 
responsibility to use its powers to prevent 
overreaching by the other branch,” 
Sensenbrenner said.

But gay rights attorney Paul Smith, who 
successfully argued the Lawrence vs. Texas 
Supreme Court case, which overturned state 
sodomy laws, said the scope of the proposed 
law was unprecedented because it targets 
gay citizens as a single minority group.

“If you deny the Supreme Court the 
power to decide minority rights, you dra­
matically alter the balance of power between 
the court, which exists to protect constitu­
tional rights, and the Congress, which 
addresses political issues,” Smith said.

The House approval of the legislation 
came on the same day that an independent 
federal commission studying the Sept. 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks released its final 
report, which criticized Congress and the 
Bush and Clinton administrations for not 
doing enough to prevent terrorist strikes 
on the United States.

“Congress today was sent an historic 
message to focus on terrorism and it 
focused on discrimination instead,” said 
Cheryl Jacques, president of the Human 
Rights Campaign, the nation’s largest gay 
political group.

“We will work to ensure that this meas­
ure is soundly rejected in the Senate,” 
Jacques said.

Among those speaking out against the 
bill, during a two-hour debate on the 
House floor, were gay Reps. Barney Frank 
(D-Mass.) and Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.).

“It is a terrible mistake to strip one 
branch of government of the power to 
review laws,” Baldwin said.

Gay Rep. Jim Kolbe (R-Ariz.), the only 
gay Republican member of Congress, 
voted against the bill, although he did not 
make remarks on the legislation on the 
House floor. «•

Federal D0MA unconstitutional?
The Defense of Marriage Act, known as 

DOMA, defines marriage under federal law 
as a union between a man and a woman and 
allows states to refuse to recognize same-sex 
marriages performed in other states.

During the Senate debate last week over 
the FMA, supporters argued that a constitu­
tional ban on same-sex marriage was needed

because federal courts and the U.S. Supreme 
Court would likely strike down DOMA.

FMA supporters, including Senator 
Wayne Allard (R-Colo.), the FMA’s chief 
sponsor, said the Supreme Court would likely 
rule that DOMA violates the Constitution’s 
full faith and credit clause, which requires 
states to honor contracts and other legal 
agreements issued in other states.

This week, gay activists expressed con­
cern that members of the House and Senate 
who used this argument to justify their oppo­
sition to the FMA would feel constrained to 
vote for the Marriage Protection Act.

“The many senators who justified their 
vote because the nation already has a 
DOMA will have a hard time objecting to 
this legislation,” said Matt Foreman, exec­
utive director of the National Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force.

Rep. John Hostetler (R-Ind.) introduced 
the Marriage Protection Act last year with 
little public notice or debate.

The bill states, “No court created by Act of 
Congress shall have any jurisdiction, and the 
Supreme Court shall have no appellate juris­
diction, to hear or determine any question 
pertaining to the interpretation of [DOMA].”

“This legislation protects the people’s 
right to decide state marriage policy under 
DOMA, which Congress passed over­
whelmingly and President Clinton signed 
into law,” said Sensenbrenner, at the time 
the House Judiciary panel passed the bill 
on July 14.

Supporters of the measure cite Article HI 
of the Constitution, which states, “The judi­
cial power of the United States shall be vest­
ed in one Supreme Court, and in such inferi­
or courts as the Congress may from time to 
time ordain and establish.” They interpret 
this clause to give Congress some authority 
to limit the jurisdiction of federal courts.

Unlike the FMA, the Marriage 
Protection Act would not bar states from 
legalizing same-sex marriage through the 
passage of legislation by their legislatures 
or through decisions by state courts.

But gay rights attorneys said the bill 
nevertheless would set a strong and harm­
ful precedent by taking away the power of 
federal courts to decide whether gay 
Americans should be allowed to marry.

“I’m worried about it,” said gay U.S. 
Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), before the 
July 22 vote. “The Democratic leadership 
is fighting it,” Frank said. “It’s come up so 
quickly. We don’t know what will happen.”

Chai Feldblum, a gay civil rights attor­
ney and Georgetown University law pro­
fessor, conducted a briefing on the bill on 
July 20 for more than 100 staffers to 
Democratic members of the House. Smith, 
the gay rights attorney who argued the 
Lawrence vs. Texas case, joined Feldblum 
in conducting the briefing.

“We told the staffers how critical this 
is,” Feldblum said. “We said this would be 
a truly radical move by Congress that 
would challenge the separation of powers 
in the federal government.”

Expect a great deal.

Stk#40028, MSRP s33,665

2004 
CADILLAC 

CTS 

$329m—'

2004 
CADILLAC 

SRX 

$389A2

Stk#4917, MSRP s38,690

Over 50 To Choose!

2004 CADILLAC 
DEVILLE

$10,000
Off MSRP

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS - OVER 150 TO CHOOSE FROM!
'98 CADILLAC DEVILLE '03 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER
Polo Green, Stk#2078PA................................. ...$9,995 White, Must See! Stk#P2318...................... ... $20,995
'03 NISSAN SENTRA '03 CADILLAC DEVILLE
Well Equipped! Stk#P2352..............................?10,995 6 To Choose! Stk#P2310.............................. ... *24,995
'96 BMW Z3 '02 LEXUS ES300
Black, Stk#4566A2........................................... ..$11,995 Must See! Stk#40067A................................ ... *28,995
'99 LINCOLN TOWNCAR '02 LEXUS GS300
Must See! Stk#40108A.................................... $12,995 Loaded! Stk#40049A.................................... ... *28,995
'02 DODGE RAM EXT. CAB '03 CADILLAC CTS
Must See! Stk#40003A..................................... $15,995 Luxury Package! Stk#P2263....................... ... *28,995
'03 CHEVROLET IMPALA '03 TOYOTA SEQUOIA LIMITED
Low Miles, Stk#P2336...................................... .*15,995 Loaded! Stk#40127A....................................... *31,995
'99 CADILLAC STS '02 CMC YUKON XL DENALI
White Diamond, Stk#P2394A.......................... $16,995 2 To Choose! Stk#4860A............................. ... *33,995
'03 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN '04 CADILLAC SRX
2 To Choose, Stk#P2407.................................. $16,995 Low Miles! Stk#P2360................................. ... *34,995
'04 CHEVROLET SILVERADO '02 CADILLAC ESCALADE EXT
Must See! Stk#P2408........................................ $19,995 Must See! Stk#P2361........... ........................ ... *39,995
'02 FORD EXPEDITION XLT '03 CADILLAC ESCALADE
Black, Stk#40046A........................................... $20,995 DVD System! Stk#P2165A........................... ... *41,995

Bad Credit? No Credit? Bankruptcy? 
Special Financing Available!

Stewart
tv S 9

Unlimited VIP Carwash • Free Shuttle Service • Great Location 
Onsite Service & Body Shop • Owner Onsite & Available 

Houston's Largest Inventory of New & Pre-Owned Cadillacs

Main at McGowen • Midtown • 713-874-0900 
www.stewartcadillac.com

1 .’329 for 48-mo. w/ ’2,995 dwn+ tax & fees; residual ’15,822,12K miles per year W.A.C; must take delivery during August ‘04.2.’389 for 48-mo. w/ ’2,995 dwn 
+ tax & fees; residual *18,184,12K miles per year W.A.C; must take delivery during August ‘04. Vehicles subject to prior sale. Art for illustration purposes only.



HOUSTON VOICE

JULY 23, 2004

PAGE 6

'Social Notes' and lesbian happy hour
Houston native Carol Wyatt found her niche 
and now she's being honored for it.
By BINNIE FISHER

It wasn’t until Carol Wyatt found her­
self alone again after an eight-year rela­
tionship ended that she realized there was 
a need for women like herself to find a 
place to connect.

“You wake up one day, you’re in your 
40s, and you have to start all over again,” 
she said.

She remembered that during the 1980s, 
there was a happy hour for lesbians on 
Wednesday night that drew a good crowd 
of professional women and was a good 
place to meet new friends.

“Everybody came directly from work, 
so we were all there in our business 
drag,” she said.

Looking around, Wyatt couldn’t find 
any organized lesbian gatherings that 
resembled the one she remembered from 
the past. She remarked to a friend, “We 
really need to get that happy horn? thing 
going again.”

The result of her efforts is a gathering 
of professional women on the first and 
third Wednesday of each month at Meteor 
that draws a vibrant crowd each time.

Wyatt said to get the event started, she 
used a 300-name list she has used for a 
giant Christmas party she throws at her 
house each year.

“I used that mailing list as a genesis,” 
she said. “I started sending out e-mail 
notes.”

Although the biweekly event is listed 
as a happy hour for professional women, 
Wyatt said, “I struggle with the word, 
‘professional.’” She said the event is open 
to lesbians who want to network with oth-

O MORE INFO
Uncommon Legacy Houston
Ninth Annual Brunch and Extra Mile Awards
11:30 a.m. Sunday
The Warwick
5701 Main St.
$60-
www.acteva.com/go/UncommonLegacy

Carol Wyatt's Social Notes
www.carol.wyatt@nuasis.com

Lesbian Happy Hour
7 p.m.
1st & 3rd Wednesday
Meteor
2306 Genesee 

ers and to unwind with friends after work 
a couple of nights a month.

The list has grown to include more 
than 500 names, and she’s always happy to 
add another name. As she began to hear of 
other events of interest to lesbians, Wyatt 
said, she included those in her happy- 
hour reminder e-mails. Thus, Carol 
Wyatt’s “Social Notes” began.

Each week, Wyatt e-mails her notes on 
events of lesbian interest to those 500 
names. She includes women’s sporting 
events, concerts, theater, fund-raisers, 
museum exhibits and other happenings.

For her efforts to bring lesbians togeth­
er, Wyatt is being honored on Sunday by 
Uncommon Legacy Houston with an 
Extra Mile Award.

Other honorees this year include CPA 
and gay adoption advocate Kathy 
Hubbard, Houston activist and early 
sodomy-law opponent Linda Morales, and 
Rev. Helen Havers, recently retired rector 
at St. Stephens Episcopal Church.

A rare native Houstonian
Wyatt said she is honored to be recog­

nized for her efforts on behalf of lesbians, 
but when she started her endeavor, “I was 
driven by the fact that I wanted to meet 
women.

A lot of us were in the same boat, and I 
thought I could help some other people 
along the way I found a niche where I 
could make a contribution.”

Wyatt is a rarity in Houston these days. 
She’s a native.

“I think there are about six of us left,” 
she joked. She grew up in Southwest 
Houston, where her parents still live, 
and graduated from Westbury High 
School.

It wasn’t until she was enrolled at the 
University of Houston that Wyatt came to 
grips with all those feelings she couldn t 
explain as a youth.

“I think I always knew I was different, 
but I didn’t have a name to put to it until I 
was in college,” she said.

In college, she found, “I kept falling in 
love with my sorority sisters.”

Out of college, she found a job that 
brought her in contact with other les­
bians on a daily basis; she managed the 
Wilderness Experience, a small chain of 
backpacker outfitter stores.

“I fitted a lot of lesbians in the 1970s 
with hiking boots,” she joked.

Eventually, she graduated to software 
sales. In her current position, Wyatt is a

Native Houstonian Carol Wyatt is being honored with an Uncommon Legacy Foundation Extra Mile Award. 
She considers herself a double rarity: a native Houstonian and a long-time Tab drinker. (Photo by Dalton 
Dehart)
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sales rep for software that is marketed to 
call centers.

“This kind of selling is very complex, 
and it’s. intellectually challenging,” she 
said. “I think sales is a good career for 
women.”

Wyatt’s territory includes Texas and 
its contiguous states. Most of the travel­
ing she does by car. She plugs in a book on 
tape and loads a cooler with her beverage 
of choice, Tab.

“I’m one of the few Tab drinkers left,” 
she laughed. “Me and the big-haired 
ladies in River Oaks.”

The book in her car’s cassette player is 
almost always a mystery.

Wyatt remains single, and she said, “At 
this point, I don’t feel like I have to date to 
fill time.”

She’s content to spend evenings now 
and then watching television with her 
Tibetan terriers, Nichols and Andy 
(named Arthur Andersen because he 
likes to shred paper).

Wyatt, who turns 50 in August, said her 
next goal in life will draw on her sales 
experience and her success at organizing 
events and keeping people informed.

“In my next life, I want to run a guest 
ranch for gays and lesbians in the 
Rockies,” she said. “I’ve been researching 
and building contacts.”
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Boots, Halloween
Magic and mint julep
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Pride Committee President Nick Brines and committee coordi­
nator Jack Valinski were on hand at a recent volunteer appreci
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There she is, Miss Mint Julep. ation event. (Photos by Dalton Dehart)
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Members of Pride Committee Houston kicked back recently and celebrated their achievements.
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Pretty is as pretty does at a recent kick-off for 
Halloween Magic.

^Western hats and boots were suitable attire at a 
recent fund-raiser for the Texas Gay Rodeo 
Association.

Rethinking
Early Christianity Series

You’re Invited To Attend

The Ancient Gospel of Thomas 
August Sth, 12th & 17th, 7 PM

What is the Gospel of Thomas? Why is it important? 
What is the History and Theology of Thomas?

There’s Something About Mary...
August 19th & 26th, 7 PM

How is Mary Magdalene portrayed in each Gospel? 
Mary’s Relationship with Jesus, Peter 

and the other Disciples.
The Importance of Mary Magdalene in the 21st Century.

Series is Free and Open to the Community.

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church 
2025 W. 11th St. ~ Houston, TX 77008 ~ 713-861-9149 

www.resurrectionmcc.org

Church Service begins at 10am and nursery is available for small children. 
Shepherd Groups meet during the week for prayer and bible study, 

contact church office for information.

"Building Community Through Compassion

Visit Our New Improved & Larger Nursery/Children’s Area

3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at 10AM
Church office 713-528-6756 • E-mail maranatha@evl.net 

www. maranathamcc. com

July 25th • "Setting an Example"
Rev. Janet Parker
Please Join Us For Praise and 
Worship at our Sunday 
Morning Service And 
Experience the Love of God!

Maranatha
Fellowship

Metropolitan
Community Church
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editorial

GOP's marriage 
strategy backfired
Actually, we should thank President Bush for forcing 
a showdown on the federal marriage amendment

during the 2000 presidential campaign, 
where he said he thought everyone should 
be left alone to make whatever relation­
ships they chose, and that at any rate the 
states, not the federal government, should 
regulate such personal matters.

And just days before the Senate took up 
the measure, Lynne Cheney strategically 
expressed to the press her sentiment that 
the federal government shouldn’t be in the 
marriage-amendment business.

Of course, the well-known fact that the 
Cheneys have a lesbian daughter left little 
doubt in most people’s minds where the 
vice-presidential family’s heart was on the 
amendment.

and showing America the Republicans' true colors.

By MUBARAK DAHIR

VERYONE KNEW GOING 
into the vote on the Federal 
Marriage Amendment that 
the proposition was a loser. 
From the standpoint of pure 
votes, anyway

No one, not even the most
rabid conservative Republican lawmakers, 
believed that the amendment had a snow­
ball’s chance in hell of passing.

Still, conventional wisdom said that the 
vote was going to be a political plus for 
the president. In the political establish­
ment, it was seen as a bone the president 
could throw to the right-wingers of the 
Republican Party to bolster his conserva­
tive credentials with them.

In addition, the president and his 
Republican strategists figured it would put 
the Democratic challengers, Sens. John 
Kerry and John Edwards, in an uncomfort­
able position, as they would have to explain 
to voters why they opposed the amendment 
if, as they both say, they oppose marriage 
rights for gay and lesbian couples.

Finally, conventional wisdom figured 
Bush could also use the federal marriage 
amendment, and the fact that it failed, in 
the presidential campaign. No doubt Bush 
planned to point to the effort and tell vot­
ers that it was the Democrats’ fault the 
thing never passed.

He would paint the Democrats and 
their presidential nominee as a bunch of 
lefty liberals who are out of step and out 
of sync with mainstream America.

At least, that was the conventional wis­
dom on the Federal Marriage Amendment 
as it approached time for a vote in the 
Senate.

THE PROBLEM WITH CONVENTIONAL 
wisdom, of course, is that it is so often 
wrong. And so was the case with the 
assumptions by the Republican taskmas­
ters on the Federal Marriage Amendment.

Instead of making Bush look like a hero 
of “traditional American values,” and paint­

ing the Democrats as ridiculous left-wing 
nut jobs, or putting John Kerry and John 
Edwards in the uncomfortable political spot­
light, the move on marriage split the 
Republican Party irritated many “main­
stream” American voters and made Bush 
and his minions look a little silly, if not 
downright mean-spirited.

IF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT HAD 
ever made it to the floor of the Senate, it 
would have taken 67 votes to approve it 
and move it along the arduous process of 
becoming part of the Constitution.

But the pro-amendment forces couldn’t 
even muster the necessary 60 votes they need­
ed on a procedural issue to get the proposal to 
the floor. In fact, the final vote of 50 to 48 — not 
even a simple majority — was embarrassing 
to the Republicans and to the White House.

Indeed, the whole amendment issue 
made quite a few GOP Senators more than 
a little uncomfortable.

Six Republicans openly defied their 
party and helped block the measured 
Political analysts say that number doesn’t 
even begin to reflect the amount of divi­
sion in the Republican Party, as many sen­
ators who are opposed to a constitutional 
amendment agreed to support then- 
party’s leaders on the initial procedural 
vote, knowing in advance it would fail.

Many Republican senators in close-call 
elections this fall reportedly resent the 
forced vote. They rightly reckon that the 
most conservative voters are also the 
strongest supporters of the Federal 
Marriage Amendment.

But swing voters — those highly coveted 
moderate Republicans and conservative 
Democrats — are the ones who would be 
more likely to be turned off by constitution­
al amendment.

THERE WAS EVEN A PUBLIC SPLIT IN 
the vice-presidential position on the sub­
ject. While Dick Cheney did the dutiful 
thing and publicly said he supported the 
president’s position, news stations repeat­
edly ran footage of Cheney’s comments

MEANWHILE, IF YOU BELIEVE PUBLIC 
opinion polls and letters to editors and news­
paper editorials all around the country most 
“mainstream” Americans seem perturbed at 
best with the whole game-show like atmos­
phere surrounding the charade of the vote 
on the FMA.

This irritation at the staging of a vote 
on the amendment has little to do with 
whether or not a majority of Americans 
agree with such an amendment.

Many voters, it seems, are rightly aggra­
vated that the president and the Senate 
would waste precious time and energy on 
an issue whose outcome is already pre­
ordained. Regardless of their opinions on 
the amendment or on their party affilia­
tion, a lot of Americans simply saw right 
through the ploy as politicking at its worst.

Ask the average Joe what’s on his mind 
during this election year, and I doubt 
many would place homosexual nuptials 
before the war in Iraq, or worries over 
such things as the economy and jobs and 
inflation and education and healthcare.

Finally, Bush’s notion that forcing a 
vote on the FMA would put his 
Democratic opponents, John Kerry and 
John Edward — both senators — on the 
spot, failed miserably.

The two Johns were cleverly absent from 
the Senate that day, and the truth is, they 
didn’t need to be there. They knew the 
amendment was going nowhere, and they 
also knew that being on the Hill that day 
was a no-win situation.

They deftly expressed their opposition to 
same-sex marriage and their opposition to 
the amendment to ban same-sex marriage, 
while avoiding both the avalanche of 
reporter’s questions and TV news cameras.

As odd as it sounds, we should probably 
be glad that Bush and his advisers made the 
big mistake they did in focusing so much of 
a spotlight on such a los­
ing proposition.

Mubarak Dahir is
editor of the Express 

Gay News, a paper affiliated 
with this publication, and can 
be reached at mdahir@- 
expressgaynews.com.
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Marriage backers run risk 
of not being re-elected
To the Editors:

I share Chris Crain’s dismay (“Who will 
Stand for Marriage,” editorial, July 16) at 
the indirect route taken by our supporters 
in speaking against the Federal Marriage 
Amendment proposal in the Senate.

I, too, wish these “supporters” could 
more directly speak up for the human right 
to equality and not avoid the issue by refer­
ring to the need to deal with more impor­
tant things or to defer to DOMA.

I am not a politically savvy person, but 
the sad truth is that virtually all politicians 
who come out wholeheartedly for marriage 
equality will stand a strong chance of not 
being reelected. Poll after poll shows us 
that the general public is not yet ready to 
embrace same-sex marriage.

I have personally experienced this dis­
comfort in the many conversations I have 
had in collecting over 1,500 signatures on 
petitions against the FMA sent to each of our 
Texas senators.

Take these petitions to a GLBT event, a P- 
FLAG meeting, a Unitarian Universalist 
Church, an ACLU reception, and you get 99- 
percent approval. Take them to the 
Democratic State Convention or to a Gray 
Panthers meeting and you get maybe 80 per­
cent. Take them to Democratic primary exit 
polling and you get maybe 60 percent.

But take them to the general public out­
side these specialized groups, and it’s quite a 

different story: people listen with disbelief 
or bewilderment, asking “You want me to 
support WHAT?” Other people may listen to 
you politely, say they understand your per­
sonal need for your gay children to have the 
same rights as your straight children, say 
that they have gay friends, and then beg off.

They are often flustered and uncomfort­
able, especially if I suggest that their refusal 
to sign suggests that they support inequality 
They turn their heads, their eyes roll, and 
they close their hearts and the 
conversation.

And try taking the petitions to my 
Republican precinct convention; there I was 
met first with stone-cold shocked silence 
and then immediate repudiation.

Bear in mind—these petitions were only 
in opposition to a constitutional amendment, 
not asking for same-sex civil marriage rights, 
considered to be a more “radical” stance.

So what do we want? Politicians who 
forthrightly stand for GLBT human rights 
and are then defeated by someone much 
worse than they or politicians who weasel 
around but who (reluctantly) will vote with 
us on our issues when the chips are down?

Yes, Chris, I agree that “the case for our 
freedom to marry is a strong one, and it’s 
way past time we started making it.” But 
until that case has time to filter down into 
the general public’s psyche, we’re going to 
have to deal with discouraging shows like 
we saw on C-SPAN2 this past week.

SUE NULL 
Houston

HRC smart to avoid 
pushing marriage
To the Editors:

Re ("Who will stand up for marriage?" 
editorial by Chris Crain, July 16):

In February, when President Bush 
announced his support for the Federal 
Marriage Amendment, the Human Rights 
Campaign and allies had several months to 
defeat a proposal that, if ratified, would 
deny our community marriage rights for 
generations.

This was no small task. In reality, 
only a small handful of senators support 
marriage rights for same-sex couples. 
And despite the conventional wisdom, 
there were no assurances that this pro­
posal could be defeated without compro­
mise. As expected all along, the right 
wing launched an all-out advertising 
and lobbying blitz up until the very last 
moment.

Our approach to defeating the amend­
ment focused on public opinion research 
that revealed messages that moved voters, 
and therefore members of Congress to 
oppose the amendment.

We want marriage equality 
Unfortunately, that is not what was before 
the Congress. The choice before them was 
to do nothing, or to hurt us for a long time 
to come. In that context, pro-gay marriage 
messages didn't resonate.

The messages that worked best were 
ones that focused on protecting the

Constitution, fighting discrimination 
and urging Congress to focus on the 
issues that matter most to the American 
people. That's why we invested a signifi­
cant amount of money in an advertising 
and lobbying campaign focused on those 
messages.

The Houston Voice's executive editor 
criticized our campaign for not being 
"gay" enough, whatever that means. In 
fact, when you play defense, you operate 
to change the playing field. The right 
wing attacked us on gay marriage, and we 
changed the terms of the debate to under­
cut them. That was the smart strategy

The stunning victory last week proved 
we chose the right course.

It is clear the American people are not 
yet with us on marriage. Getting them 
there will take years of education, mostly 
friend to friend, coworker to coworker, and 
neighbor to neighbor work that many of us 
have been doing and have committed to 
doing far into the future.

I, for one, am tired of the ill-informed and 
juvenile perspective of Mr. Crain's editorials.

We are all working to change the world, 
but some of us are actually living in this one.

HILARY ROSEN
Washington

Editors' note: The letter writer heads up HRC's 
lobbying effort against the FMA and is the long­
time partner of Elizabeth Birch, who resigned in 
January as HRC's executive director; Rosen 
refused to be interviewed on the record about the 
work on behalf of HRC.

yp Matt Foreman is executive director of the
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force and can 

be reached at mforeman@ngltf.org.

point MAH FOREMAN
Even senators who opposed the

FMA were discouraging, insulting, 

and denied us respect we are due.

■

Marriage 'allies' 
don't support us
THE DEFEAT LAST WEEK OF THE 
“Federal Marriage Amendment” in the U.S. 
Senate — even though long expected — is a 
welcome repudiation of President Bush’s 
cynical attempt to bash gay people to 
appease and energize his far-right base.

We and our allies owe thanks to the 
Democratic minority in the Senate for ful­
filling its year-old pledge to kill the 
amendment, to the six Republican sena­
tors who broke party ranlg, and to the 
many gay and straight organizations who 
have worked so hard on this issue.

We can and must savor this moment.
At the same time, there are many 

clouds over the vote. While every vote 
against the amendment is welcome, the 
vote was far from a ringing endorsement 
of equal rights for gay couples.

In fact, the statements made by so 
many senators to explain their votes were 

discouraging, frequently insulting, and 
denied many Americans the respect we 
are due. Some said the amendment was 
“unnecessary” because the repulsive 
“Defense of Marriage Act” already bans 
the recognition of same-sex marriage.

Others said that marriage has always 
been a “states rights issue” and should be 
left to the states to work out. Others said 
they objected to amending the U.S.
Constitution to address any social issues.

Still others objected because they saw 
the amendment as divisive, or politically 
motivated, or an attempt to distract the 
nation and the Congress from other, more 
important matters.

OVER AND OVER AGAIN WE HEARD 
even our staunchest allies repeating ad 
nauseam the mantra: “I believe that mar­
riage is between one man and one 

woman” or the ever-popular, “While I do 
not support gay marriage.”

Not a single senator stood up and said 
he or she was voting against the amend­
ment because marriage is a fundamental 
right that same-sex couples should enjoy 
under the Constitution.

If the Senate actually reflected and 
articulated the views of the American 
public, at least one-third of them would 
have actually argued for marriage equali­
ty and the basic rights of all Americans.

Even though the FMA vote was techni­
cally procedural, six Republican senators 
crossed party lines to vote on our side. 
Sadly, the Democratic Party’s nominees 
for president and vice president skipped 
the vote — though, thankfully, they said 
they would be present if there was a vote 
on the amendment itself.

Had Kerry and Edwards voted, a majori­
ty of the Senate — a much more powerful 
block of 52 members — would have voted 
against the amendment. This missed oppor­
tunity for bringing to bear the full weight of 
the Senate could have sent a strong message 
to the U.S. House and to more than a dozen 
states that will have state constitutional 
amendments on the ballot this November.

The message should have been that this 
year’s election will not be won on our backs.

IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT THE 
fight in Congress is far from over. The right 
wing will be sure to haunt senators for their 
vote-explaining statements not being anti- 
gay enough. And members of Congress may 
bow to the pressure from the right instead of 

doing their jobs to represent all Americans.
The House is taking up a bill that seeks to 

strip federal courts of jurisdiction to hear 
challenges to the Defense of Marriage Act. 
The many senators who justified their vote 
because the nation already has DOMA will 
have a hard time objecting to this legislation.

Finally, all of this leads to the ugliest 
storm cloud on the horizon: the state con­
stitutional amendments that will be on 
ballots this fall. While our focus has been 
on the stillborn federal amendment, con­
servatives have seized upon the dogma 
that “marriage is a state issue” espoused 
by so many and has already succeeded in 
putting constitutional amendments on the 
ballot in 11 states, with three or four more 
states likely to be added to the list.

This means that at least one in four 
Americans who cast their ballot this year 
will be voting on our place in society — or 
more accurately, on measures that would 
ensure our second-class status for genera­
tions to come.

It’s no secret that our state and local 
organizations are at a huge disadvantage 
in terms of money, resources, and organi­
zational infrastructure. They will now 
bear the brunt of the right’s assault.

The FMA is DOA, but getting it to the 
morgue gave the anti-gay right the time it 
needed to run roughshod over us in more 
than a dozen states.
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“If they don’t have the guts to 
come up here in front of you and 
say, T don’t want to represent you, 
I want to represent those special 
interests, the unions, the trial 
lawyers—’ if they don’t have the 
guts, I call them girlie-men.”

California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger (R), reprising the 
famous “Saturday Night Live”parody 
to criticize Democratic lawmakers who 
haven’t agreed to his budget proposals 
(Associated Press, July 19)

“It uses an image that is associated with gay men in an insulting way, and it was sup­
posed to be an insult. That’s very troubling that he would use such a homophobic way of 
trying to put down legislative leadership.”

State Sen. Sheila Kuehl, one of the California Legislature’s five-member Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Caucus, reacting to Schwarzenegger’s comments 
(AP, July 19)

“And what’s the deal with the ‘five-member Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender 
Caucus’? If it’s got one lesbian, one gay, one bisexual and one transgender, that’s only 
four members. If the fifth member belongs to one of the four groups, his group is 
oppressing the others!”

James Taranto, editor of opinionjournal.com, an adjunct to the Wall Street Journal 
page (Opinion Journal, July 19)

“I won’t only be a vote, I’ll be a voice on issues like this.”
Former Bush Housing Secretary Mel Martinez, now a Republican candidate for the 

Senate from Florida, on his opposition to gay marriage; Martinez’s finance director is gay, 
as is one of his leading consultants, a former head of the Florida Christian Coalition 
(Orlando Sentinel, July 14)

“I would not support a constitutional amendment at this time. I think the issue is 
being handled by the states. Right now, the sanctity of marriage is being preserved.”

Pennsylvania Sen. Arlen Specter (R), on the Federal Marriage Amendment, despite 
the fact that Specter voted last week with Senate Republicans to bring the FMA up for 
a vote (AP, July 18)

“I’d say we can focus on terrorist attacks, but I 
believe this is a terrorist attack on the family, in a sense.”

Rev. Rick Eastman of Church of the Nazarene in San Luis Obispo, Calif, on gay mar­
riage; he apologized days later after protesters showed up outside his church on Sunday 
(San Luis Obispo Tribune, July 19)

“It will be the first time, except for prohibition, 
that bigotry has been added to the Constitution.... 
And, supposedly, that is what we are fighting in 
Iraq: a religious extreme government that is not 
letting people live freely.”

Rosie O’Donnell, criticizing Republican efforts 
to pass the Federal Marriage Amendment, in an 
interview after the inaugural cruise of her new R 
Family Vacations company, which targets gay fami­
lies (News 4 Jax, Jacksonville, Fla., July 13)

“John Kerry and John Edwards have gotten so touchy-feely, now George Bush wants 
to ban ‘gay campaigning.’”

“Late Late Show” host Craig Kilborn (Associated Press, July 16)

■

“Don’t you love it when politicians talk about 
the sanctity of traditional marriage? You know 
what we should do, let their ex-wives talk, too!”

“Tonight Show” host Jay Leno (Associated 
Press, July 16)

“I have never met lan Thorpe. I don’t 
know if he is gay and, anyway, who cares? 
What we are commenting on is the specula­
tion that surrounds him and the trashy inter­
est in it.”

Artist Natalie Starr, who helped crate a large out­
door mural in Melbourne called “Not Only But 
Also” with an arrow from the word “GAY” pointing 
to the head of the Olympic champion swimmer; 
Thorpe has threatened to sue for defamation 
(Melbourne Herald Sun, July 18)
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We want to make our position perfectly clear.

This election year, there’s a lot of national debate on 
issues that are important to the GLBT community, including 
the Federal Marriage Amendment. And, as a political 
candidate, Pete Coors has expressed his personal position 
on this issue. Coors Brewing Company’s position on this 
issue differs from Pete Coors’. Coors CEO Leo Kiely 
outlines the company’s official position as follows:

“We do not support discrimination against the GLBT 
community—via legislation or otherwise.’’

Let’s be clear. We don’t support amending the 
Constitution.

That attitude is in keeping with our actions since 1978, 
when we adopted an inclusive nondiscrimination policy that 
recognized the rights of GLBT applicants and employees. 
We took another important step forward in 1988 and 
provided corporate support to important GLBT community 
groups. Today, we’re proud to back the efforts of the 
HRC, GLAAD, GPAC and numerous AIDS organizations.

And we’ve continued our efforts to be not only a better 
corporate citizen, but a better place to work as well. More 
than 10 years ago, we created our Lesbian and Gay 
Employee Resource Council (LAGER) to provide an 
employee support network and regularly advise our senior 
management. We even made history in 1995, when Coors 
became the first major brewery in America to offer 
same-sex partner health benefits.

Many people have responded positively to these efforts. 
In 2001, we received the Colorado Human Rights 
Campaign Award. And we just received the highest score 
possible from the Human Rights Campaign’s Corporate 
Equality Index—100. So, while we’re not perfect, we’re 
clearly working hard to be a better company.

It’s simple. At Coors, we 
believe supporting the rights of 
the GLBT community is good for 
our customers and our 
employees. And, above all, it’s 
the right thing to do.

Now’s the time.

Thanks for listening.

Give us your feedback: str8talk@mergemediagroup.com
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Globe behaving badly
Gay advice columnist, 
Ms. Behavior, accuses 

Globe of name theft 
Page 18 
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New movie sets record straight about 
the life of gay songwriter Cole Porter

T’S EASY TO UNDERSTAND 
“Will & Grace.” For the title charac­
ters of the NBC sitcom, they have an 
intimate bond even though Will is 
gay and Grace is a married straight 
woman. They share a house, they

share a life, but they don’t share a bed.
The same can be said of legendary songwriter Cole 

Porter and his wife Linda, subjects of the new MGM 
movie “De-Lovely,” which opens on July 2.

But unlike Will and Grace, Cole and Linda Porter 
married each other, despite the songwriter’s intimate 
encounters with men throughout the marriage.

Both a showcase for Porter’s music from the ‘30s, 
‘40s and ‘50s and a somewhat fictionalized biography of 
his life, “De-Lovely” uses Porter’s relationship with his 
wife as the central theme in this story. But the film 
doesn’t shy away from the composer’s well-documented 
relationships with men.

By BRIAN MOYLAN

Alanis Morissette kicks up her heels with a dancer in 'De-Lovely' while singing Let's Do It, Let's Fall In Love,' one of several Cole Porter songs 
recreated in the movie by today's musical superstars.

Kevin Kline and Ashley Judd play the leading roles.
If Porter were alive today it would be easy to describe 

him as gay, or he might self-identify this way But in the 
early 20th century, it was much more difficult for someone 
of his fame and social standing to live openly as a gay man.

“[Porter] clearly had a strong affection for Linda, but 
it was not one that seemed to have been expressed sexu­
ally, and she lived with that because she was subject to 
sexual abuse in her first marriage,” says Raymond-Jean 
Frontain, a professor of English at. the University of 
Central Arkansas in Conway.

Frontain wrote the entry on Cole Porter for 
lgbtq.com, an online encyclopedia of gay culture.

Other experts on Porter agree that the nature of Cole 
and Linda Porter’s relationship was complex.

“They were very good friends and loved each other 
dearly,” says JX Bell, who runs the Cole Wide Web 
(www.coleporter.org) out of his home in San Francisco.

“I take it as a woman who was in an abusive relation­
ship and a man who needed a beard,” Bell says. “Both of 
them really liked the jet set, upper-crust high society 
and you couldn’t be in that society and be effective 
unless you were married.”

Porter’s marriage to Linda, a wealthy divorcee, pro­
vided the couple with the social standing and affluence 
to which they were accustomed.

BORN IN 1891 TO A WEALTHY FAMILY IN PERU, IND., 
Porter began playing piano and violin at age 6. He 
attended Yale University in New Haven, Conn., where 
he was active with the glee club and wrote several full- 
scale musicals performed by students.

His grandfather, who funded Porter’s education, did not 
approve of songwriting as a proper vocation, and urged 
Porter to attend Harvard Law School. After a few unsuc­
cessful years there, he put on his first Broadway produc­
tion, “See America First,” in 1916. It was a major flop.

The next year, Porter set out for Paris and its active 
social scene. His first documented same-sex encounter 
was at one of the outrageous parties in vogue in the 
French capital at the time.

In 1919, he met Linda Thomas, an American expatri­
ate. The two wed the same year.

In 1928, the couple returned to New York, where 
Porter wrote the songs for the musical “Paris,” his first 
hit. Between 1929 and 1953, he would go on to write the 
songs for nine other Broadway productions, including 
“Anything Goes” and “Kiss Me, Kate.”

In the early ’30s, the Porters moved to Hollywood where 
he wrote songs for MGM musicals and worked on the film 
versions of his Broadway productions. The couple also 
separated when his relationships with men, which she 

knew about before their marriage, became more flagrant.
“When he moved to Hollywood, he was not careful 

about the illusion of his heterosexuality,” Bell says. 
“From what I gathered, that was a problem with Linda 
because it betrayed the illusion.”

During his life, Porter had relationships with ballet 
designer Boris Kochko, architect Eddy Tauch (who 
inspired the song “Easy To Love”), dancer and choreog­
rapher Nelson Barclift (who inspired the song “Night 
and Day”), and actor Robert Bray, according to 
lgbtq.com and other sources.

In 1937, Porter broke both legs in a horse riding acci­
dent, and the injury plagued him for the rest of his life, 
causing chronic pain and frequent operations. Linda 
died in 1954 of emphysema.

Porter’s right leg eventually was amputated, which 
sent him into a severe depression. He never wrote 
music again and became an alcoholic. He died in 1964 at 
age 73, after emergency surgery — his 34th related to 
the injury 27 years earlier.

“DE-LOVELY” ROMANTICIZES PORTER’S death with 
a neat narrative trope. As the movie opens, Porter

Please see COLE PORTER on Page 16

THE SECRET'S OUT: The inside, exclusive scoop on the I COLD BUT NEVER OLD: It's sweltering outside, just
club previously known as Rich’s. Page 14 I in time for National Ice Cream Month. Page 15
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This expression brought to you by the Houston Voice Classifieds

I '

By phone or on the web, placing a Houston Voice Classified 

is so easy it has people smiling.*
♦Though not necessarily idiotically.

HOUSTONVOIC Eclassifieds
Pl ACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD NOW! CALL 877 863 1885 | ORPIAci:YOURTonIJNE at WV^-HO^

Sometimes describing how you 
got into an accident can be a lot 

harder than describing how you 

got out of one.

Schmerler Agency
Auto*Home*Life*Business
Call (713) 661-7700

When it comes to getting your car back to normal, 
the answer is quite simple:

Gets you back where you belong:

www. nex tac tor.com

713TS32 2867
6420 Richmonil, Suite 6o£ (Richmond Hilkroft)

PrivateFull 
ession

713 53 ACTOR

WORLD S BEST
PSYCHIC
RALLERIA AREA

A Wanting to know who 
your Soulmate is?

• PATENTED AURA CLEANSING
• CALL YOUR SOULMATE BY NAME
• TAROT, PALM & 3RD EYE READING
• REMOVE BAD LUCK!
NEW AGE PSYCHIC ADVISOR 

713-599-1410 CALL FOR APPT.
1702 S. POST OAK LN (@ SAN FELIPE)_________

ife JOHNNY HOOKS

The club formerly as Rich's

is changing formats, but word is, 

it will always be a hate-free zone.

An exclusive on Rich's
Hovo on the Go-Go is back! Each week 

we spotlight what’s happening, hip and 
Queer in Houston nightlife.

This week we have the exclusive on 
changes happening at 2401 SAN 
JACINTO, the venue formerly known 
as RICH’S.

Last week a certain local Web-based 
magazine reported that the news of 
Rich’s changing formats was prema­
ture, and that it would remain queer 
focused. HotGG can now report that 
DJ SEAN CARNAHAN and club leg­
end NEIL HELLER have taken over 
operations at 2401 and formats will be 
changing.

Carnahan has been a fixture on the 
local scene for nearly 20 years and 
runs a popular Web site, 77OO2.COM 
devoted to promoting the various Mega 
DJs he brings to town. The former 
“Nitefly” columnist for Paper City also 
travels extensively 
spinning at clubs 
(gay and straight) 
across the US.

Heller is best 
known for his infa­
mous after hours 
CLUB S.O.M.E.,
which ruled in Houston for most of the 
1990s and was the scene of some of the 
most decadent drag after party’s ever.

How would I know? I was the man 
dancing in a baby-doll teddy on 
Christmas morning in 1995, acces­
sorized with a velvet pillow topped with 
a doll chair. You had to be there, honey!

Heller then went on to open 
HYPERIA in East Downtown before 
the current buzz on the city’s center.

Reached by phone, the two were 
excited about the new direction in 
which the space is going. Carnahan and 
Heller were also psyched that the queers 
of Houston were interested in what’s 
happening at 2401. When reminded that 
half of Houston came out on that dance 
floor, they promised an all-inclusive 
atmosphere at the new space.

“We are a hate-free zone. The space 
is going to be open Friday and Saturday 
nights, with Sundays available for

O MORE INFO
MeteotHouston.com

events. People are going to be surprised 
with some of the talent, DJ or not, in 
this incredible space.”

The name of the club is the hot but­
ton issue of the moment, as day-to-day 
operations, including some big construc­
tion projects rapidly move forward. 
Rumors include a new sound system 
developed by Heller called “Mother.”

HotGG is well acquainted with the 
search and the Grand Dame of Houston 
Nightlife, JOHN BEEMAN, has been 
brought in to consult during the search 
for a name.

Beeman, of PTL CLUB & POWER 
TOOLS fame named Hyperia for Heller 
a few years back.

Stay tuned.

Eclipse legend returns
Speaking of DJ legends, former 

Eclipse writer MARK GOEBEL has 
the kids couch dancing at METEOR 

every Friday and Saturday 
night. Meteor continues to 
offer a true mix of gay men 
and lesbians in a copasetic 
environment.

Goebel (looking as 
yummy as he ever did) and 
his accomplice, DJ

DVORAK, provide just the right mix 
of dance and pop hits, and the videos 
are always the latest. Like the ever 
changing Martini collection, the scene 
is delicious. Drink specials abound, 
and the crowd is always just so 
Abercrombie & Fitch — before the 
retooling of course!

A JJ encore
It seems that Houston cannot get 

enough of MS. JIMMY JAMES.
After playing two weekends to SRO 

crowds at 1415 California, James is 
back for one final weekend, July 30 & 
31. Don’t miss this last opportunity to 
see James before her possible jump to 
Las Vegas. I hear that soon Sin City will 
be calling!

Another club change
Also it appears that the space on 

Westheimer near the curve that once 
housed BLUE ZONE and RASCALS is 
reopening as BARTINI.

No word on the new owners, but 
check back next week for more infor­
mation here at Ho Vo on the Go-Go!

HOVO on the 
go-go

Jimmy James 
8:30 p.m.
1415 Bar and Grill
1415 California 
$20 
713-522-7066 

If you have any club announcements or 
events email them, to jhooks@houston- 

voice.com or call 713-529.-8490.
See you on the Go-Go!



HOUSTON VOICE www.houstonvoice.com JULY 23, 2004 15

O dining ja chapman
Any number of ice cream shops in Houston 

offer up myriad flavors and ways to enjoy 

a new slant on a decadent and cool treat.

July is Ice Cream Month
JULY IS NATIONAL ICE CREAM MONTH, 
which makes this a great time to indulge 
with a scoop from some of the excellent 
ice cream shops around town.

Ben & Jerry’s fans will be delighted 
with the new Scoop Shop on Kirby, located 
in the same building that used to house 
Dolce and Freddo. The Euro decor of the 
former gelato spot is long gone, replaced by 
a bright and cheery interior more in line 
with the happy nature of Ben and Jerry’s.

The store is staffed with young, friend­
ly, uniformed employees who are more 
than ready to give customers a sample. 
All the standard flavors are available by 
the scoop, as well as some more unusual 
ones not usually found in the supermar­
ket aisle. The Dublin Mudslide — Irish 
cream liqueur ice cream with chocolate 
cookies and a coffee fudge swirl — is a 
treat, as is the Coconut Almond Chip. 
Scoops run from $2.49 to $4.79.

To go with your ice cream, try a chewy, 
decadent cookie ($1.25) or some Fair 
Trade organic coffee. All sorts of Ben & 
Jerry’s gear is available for purchase, 
from hats to T-shirts. And if you still 
haven’t had enough ice cream, you can 
get a pre-packed pint to go.

Amy’s Ice Creams out of Austin has 
been a favorite ice cream spot in the 
Shepherd Square area since 1993. 
Although it’s part of a small Texas chain, 
it has a laid back, non-corporate feel. The 
employees behind the counter are friend­
ly and entertaining, sporting goofy hats 
and tossing and catching ice cream 
scoops before serving them up.

Amy’s has seven standard flavors, 
including the simple but excellent Sweet 
Cream. Other ice cream flavors are 
offered on a rotating or seasonal basis. 
Flavors range from the rather predictable 
Butter Pecan to the outlandish Shiner

O MORE INFO
Ben & Jerry's Scoop Shop 
5515 Kirby Drive 
713-529-3800 
www.benjerry.com/kirby

Amy's Ice Creams
3816 Farnham 
713-526-2697 «
www.amysicecreams.com

Hank's Ice Cream Parlor 
9291 Main St 
713.665.5103

The Chocolate Bar 
1835 W Alabama 
713.520.8599

Bock. Scoops are offered in three sizes 
($2.10-$3.50). Toppings are crushed in to 
the ice cream on a white board. Or 
indulge yourself with some of Amy’s 
rich, homemade hot fudge.

Fresh roasted coffee is available, as are 
T-shirts with entertaining slogans. You 
can even make your own silly four-shot 
black and white photos in the photo booth. 
Amy’s is a great place for excellent ice 
cream in a fun atmosphere. To find it, just 
look for the two large cows on the roof.

FOR SOME OUTSTANDING ICE CREAM 
in a family owned and operated setting, 
you’ll want to drive across town to Hank’s 
Ice Cream Parlor near the Reliant Stadium. 
For nearly 20 years, Hank and Okemah 
Wiggins have been making and serving ice 
cream in this little shop in a nondescript 
strip mall. Sixteen flavors are available 
daily, with vanilla, chocolate, strawberry 
and butter pecan being standard.

The bright pink walls hold photos and 
posters of various Texas sports figures 
and celebrities, and the straightforward 
menu is handwritten on white boards 
behind the counter. The friendly Wiggins 
family will let you sample any flavor. 
Scoops run $2.26/$3.19 small/large. A 
sundae will set you back $3.65.

Try the outstanding butter pecan, the 
most popular flavor, a rich buttery con­
coction bursting with crunchy in-house- 
roasted pecan halves or the smooth and 
creamy coffee. Whatever your favorite fla­
vor, the friendly folks at Hank’s will make 
you feel welcome.

A survey of ice cream in Houston must 
include the Chocolate Bar. Made on the 
premises, this ice cream is rich and deca­
dent and comes in a myriad of chocolate 
flavors. Try the tangy Orange Sunrise or 
the Totally Nuts, packed with five differ­
ent kinds of nuts and held together with a 
touch of chocolate ice cream. New this 
summer is Summer Mint, a refreshingly 
cool blast on a hot day.

The staff is friendly and helpful, even 
at the busiest times. They’ll tell you 
what’s in each flavor and let you sample 
whatever you want. Cups come in three 
sizes, running $2.95-$3.95, and you can 
take home a hand packed pint for $6.95.

The Chocolate Bar offers chocolate in all 
sorts of guises, from gifts to bars to pizzas 
on one side of the shop, and cakes and other 
desserts on the other. But it’s the ice cream 
that really wows. It’s the perfect treat on a 
warm day especially for a chocoholic.

A scoop of cold ice cream is the perfect 
antidote to the sweltering July heat in 
Houston. So celebrate National Ice 
Cream Month and treat yourself to a 
scoop of your favorite flavor.

■ Tuesdays at 
Cabo Montrose

i # You could be

“THE VOICE
of Cabo Montrose!

Claim the weekly title! \ | 
Win fabulous prizes!

nouslfflu

ILf

CRAWFISH
Tuesday Night Special

«2ibs
30-8:00pm KARAOKE NIGHT

NOCHE

The Rich Flavors

of Peep Mexico

RIGHT IN THE

Heart of Houston!

LUNCH AND DINNER

SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

SUNDAY BRUNCH

.....................................

2409 MONTROSE AT HYDE PARK 
713-529-8559

www.nocherestauranthouston.com

*3

ATIINTION 
VEGETARIANS! 

(& FOIKS WHO LOVE YUMMY FOOD TOO.)

• SUMPTUOUS ENTREES

• GREAT LUNCH SPECIALS

• 30 ITEM BUFFET & SALAD BAR 
(HMESVARY)

•VEGETARIANVERSIONS OF 
CLASSIC ASIAN AND 
WESTERN DISHES

FREE ICED TEA 
FOR VOICE 
READERS!!

PEPPER TREEjM
VEGGIE CUISINE JjP

713-621-9488
3821 RICHMOND AVE @ 

WESLAYAN
(ACROSS FROM HISD HEADQUARTERS)

MONDAY 11 AM - 4 PM
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 11 AM - 9 PM 
SATURDAY-SUNDAY 12 PM - 9 PM

WWW.PEPPERTREEVEGGIE.COM
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'De-Lovely' doesn't shun composer's gay relationships
COLE PORTER, continued from Page 33

(Kline) is playing the piano in his apart­
ment when “Gabe” (Jonathan Pryce), a 
fictional character in the film, arrives to 
take Porter to the theater where a musical 
based on Porter’s life is being staged.

The supporting characters for the 
musical, including Linda (Judd), appear 
onstage, and Porter’s life plays out while 
Gabe and an elderly Porter stroll through 
them, sometimes with commentary

At the end, Porter joins Linda onstage as 
the lights go down, symbolizing him joining 
the true love of his life in heaven. The scene 
is not nearly as grizzly as the real-life oper­
ating room where his life ended.

0 COLE PORTER
Birth: Born In Peru, Ind., in 1891
Death: Died in 1964 at age 73
Education: Graduated from Yale University; 
dropped out of Harvard Law School 
Relationship Status: Married American socialite 
and divorcee Linda Thomas in Paris in 1919
Interesting tidbits:
Porter lyrics are famous for double entendres 
and several, including 'Love for Sale,' were cen­
sored when originally performed.
Wrote the lyrics for 11 Broadway musicals. Gay 
favorites who have recorded songs by Porter 
include Judy Garland, Eartha Kitt, Barbra 
Streisand, Bette Midler and Elton John.

The messiness of Porter’s relationship 
with Linda is also sanitized in the film. 
Porter was gay but the movie offers view­
ers a male-female love story with homo­
sexuality often portrayed as a perplexing 
problem that comes between them.

It’s like a movie in which a man and a 
woman are in love, but his pesky gam­
bling or alcohol problems threaten to tear 
them apart.

“I wanted every kind of love that was 
available,” Porter says at one point during 
“De-Lovely “I could never find that in the 
same person or the same sex.”

Even the poster for the movie shows 
Kline and Judd embracing and the cap­
tion below reads “A love that would never 
die.” It fails to mention that it seemingly 
was a non-sexual, platonic relationship.

In addition, the “undying love” 
between Porter and Linda never ignites 
on the screen, possibly in part due to the 
lack of chemistry between Kline and 
Judd. It’s often hard to imagine Porter 
and Linda even as best friends, and cer­
tainly not lovers.

BUT THE MOVIE DOES CLEARLY 
depict Porter’s same-sex encounters, 
which makes it a step above “Night & 
Day,” the 1946 film in which Cary Grant 
portrayed Porter.

Stephen Macias, the entertainment 
media director for the Gay & Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation, is glad the

Kevin Kline captures the bitter-sweet essence of 
the life of gay composer Cole Porter.

record is going to be set straight, so to 
speak, in the latest film.

“With any historical film, it’s impor­
tant to accurately represent who that per­
son was, because that is part of what 
made them special,” he says. “When you 
erase parts of people’s lives that conserva­
tive people aren’t comfortable with, it’s 
unfair to our community.”

GLAAD often works with movie studios 
to ensure that gays are fairly and accurate­
ly portrayed, but it did not work with the 
team responsible for “De-Lovely”

“What historical pieces like this do is

O MORE INFO
Edwards Greenway Palace 24 
3839 Wesleyan 
713-871-8955

AMC Studio 30
2949 Dunvale 
281-319-4AMC

document how far we’ve come,” Macias 
says. “It clarifies the challenges we’ve had 
living in the closet and, I think in some 
ways, it points out a celebratory aspect of 
our lives — that we don’t have to have 
those challenges anymore.”

One of the movie’s best assets is its all- 
star lineup of musicians. Diana Krall, 
though stoic on screen, does a great job 
with “Just One of Those Things” and “I 
Get a Kick Out of You.” Vivian Green 
scores with a version of “Love for Sale” 
set in a gay bar, and Natalie Cole shines 
near the end of the film with “Ev’ry Time 
We Say Goodbye.”

But Alanis Morissette misses with her 
version of “Let’s Do It, Let’s Fall In Love.” 
Robbie Williams tromps all over “It’s De­
Lovely,” and Sheryl Crow fails to deliver 
on her rendition of “Begin The Beguine.”

On a more positive note, the sets and 
costumes in “De-Lovely” are delightful and 
easily evolve as decades pass in the film.

Stonewall Democrats of Houston

Defending your GLBT rights

CALL 713.854.8773

Monday-Saturday

•Happy Hour 
Everyday 4:30 - 7:00 

$1 Sushi 8r Sashimi

•Party on the Patio 
Every Friday 9:00 pm - close 

with DJ 8r Prink Specials

fewJAPANESE STEAKHOUSE 713-226-7210
& SUSHI BAP

ffefre fhmento will be provided - Please RSVP!

AIDS
To RSVP, call Georgette: 713-572-3724

RCViCMBRANCC

re information cal1: 713-527-8219

TMTI

Til?
PRajECT

The Ryan White Planning Council and The Center for AIDS 
Invite you to attend the following presentations:

Nuevos tratamientos para el VIH: 
iQue es Io mas reciente?

Thursday. November4.2004,6:00pm -7:30 pm

Bemie Vazquez, Education & Outreach Manager 
The Center for AIDS

New HIV treatments and the HIV pipeline 
Where are we now?

Thursday, October 14,2004,6:00pm - 7:30 pm

Bemie Vazquez, Education & Outreach Manager 
The Center for AIDS

7" " '/Z'O' ■............

HIV and Mental Health Issues
Friday, Jily 30,2004,12:00pm -1:00 pm

Speaker Zishan Samiuddm, MD 
Baylor College of Medicine & Thomas Street Clinic

LOCATION: 
The Center for AIDS 

1407 Hawthorne 
Houston, TX 77006
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Trans delegates hope to raise issues at convention

PSYCHIC

800-913-7360
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DEMOCRATS, continued from Page 1

gender delegate to the convention, but that 
will change in 2004.

Five delegates from among the ranks of 
transgender activists will participate in 
the convention, and among them will be 
Vanessa Edwards Foster of Houston.

“We are coming of age into the main­
stream,” she said.

Four of the delegates are current or for­
mer board members of the National 
Transgender Advocacy Coalition (NTAC). 
Edwards-Foster is chair of that group. 
While transgender participation amounts 
to only about 0.11 percent of the more than 
4,353 delegates and alternates from 
throughout the country, activists see the 
their participation as a remarkable mile­
stone and a major accomplishment. “A lot of 
it seems to be symbolic, but it gives us a 
chance to get our message out not only to 
Democrats, but to the country as a whole,” 
Edwards-Foster said. The first publicized 
transgender delegate to attend a national 
convention was Jane Fee, a Minnesota dele­
gate who attended the 2000 Democratic 
National Convention in Los Angeles. Karen 
Keren was the very first transgender dele­
gate,attending the 1992 Republican 
National Convention in Houston. The press 
did not report on her attendance.

In addition to Edwards-Foster, the other 
delegates include, Kathy Padilla from 
Philadelphia, Penn., Barbra “Babs” 

Casbar from New Jersey, Monica Helms 
from Atlanta, Geo. and Christina Ocasio 
from Austin, Tex.

Joining the delegation will be two 
national committee members: Melissa 
Sklarz from New York City, who will sit on 
the Rules Committee, and Mara Keisling, 
executive director, of the National Center 
for Transgender Equality, who will serve 
on the LGBT Steering Committee. 
’’This is a watershed event, openly trans­
gender people being accepted as leaders in 
the largest and oldest political party in the 
country,” said Kathy Padilla, a former 
charter board member of NTAC. “It’s an 
affirmation of the value of a very disad­
vantaged people and will effect inclusion in 
proposed federal civil rights legislation.”

Christina Ocasio, a board officer of the 
Travis County Stonewall Democrats in 
Austin, said, “It is important that we start 
to show our faces in politics and activism.” 
She added “Transgendered people can be 
professionals with stable jobs, mortgage 
payments, car notes, paying taxes and chil­
dren. In other words, normal in most 
aspects of life.” One of the key issues that 
Ocasio hopes to ensure is “the ability to 
keep working and being a productive mem­
ber of our great society”

Edwards-Foster said for the first time in 
history, the Democratic National 
Committee sought out overlooked minori­
ties for convention participation. Four slots 
were set aside for transgender delegates.

J

Atlanta transgendered activist Monica Helms is 
scheduled as a delegate at the Democratic National 
Convention in Boston.

“I was going to run anyway, so I gave 
one of the four slots to Christina,” she 
said. “I ran at large as a delegate.”

Though a problem or two appeared to 
hamper her election at first, Edwards- 
Foster said she was elected and she is happy 
to be participating in the convention.

DNC Rules Committee member, Melissa 
Sklarz, said that the transgender commu­
nity “ponders our place in an uncaring cul­
tural environment that knows us only 
from tabloid news and television.” She

O MORE INFO
The National Transgender Advocacy Coalition 
(NTAC)
www.ntac.org

added that transgendered persons “won­
der how many more deaths we will suffer 
until our needs are taken seriously In spite 
of insurmountable obstacles, our numbers 
only grow larger, and we will not go away” 
Casbar, an NTAC board member, noted 
that being selected a delegate is an honor. 
She is overwhelmed by the “singular sig­
nificance that I am part of the first trans­
gender caucus of the Democratic 
Convention, ever!” She added,

“Our first goal is to be recognized as our 
own community by the Democratic 
National Committee. We must be our own 
advocates “Being recognized as an 
American Veteran is an additional honor 
and responsibility that I also carry with 
Pride.”

At last, Edwards-Foster said, “We are 
part of the political process that every 
group in America takes part in. We are not 
simply a rare anomaly this year, we’re tak­
ing a more proportionately representative 
part of the political process.”

She added, “We’re finally doing what 
other segments of American society have 
done before us.”

GRAND OPENING

60%off all used books
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LOOKING FOB fl 
CONDO OR 

TOWNHOUSC 
INSIDC TH€ LOOP?
Call the experts 

Free Brochure 
Travis: 

832-545-9870
Re/Mox Cornerstone 

281-377-8998

■I There's a Fine Line Between Telling the Truth and Talking Trash

BIGGER IS 
BETTER

HEADLINERS 24 HR VIDEO 
7330 S.W. FREEWAY SUITE F 

CORNER OF FONDREN 
7'13-370-7309

5^"^^•99 j

56 CHANNEL STATE OF THE 
AAT PAEVIEUI ROOMS 

OVER 15,000 DVD'S 
& VIDEOS 

MAGAZINES &  
PAPERBACKS 1 

NOVELTIES

MASSIVE ASSORTMENT 
OF TOYS

1-900-446-1212 (S1.99/min} 18+

214-379-7979

512-735-5002

| FREE
I TRIAL
Use Code: 1693

ocal • Live • Now
Houston 713-595-9952
817-289-1234 

210-933-1234

Call Toll FREE 1-800-777-8000

www.lnteractiveMale.com

COMPUTER 
PROBLEMS 

ARE A BITCH
No Matter How Big or Small the Problem....

HARDSOFT
Can Fix It!

Repairs • Upgrades • Network • Training • & Much More

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER 
832-971-3397

WWW.HARDSn.COM

Globe is ms-behaving
Advice maven's burning mad, 
stalker targets soccer star, and 
Madge makes dancers sweat

':x \

V-- i,

What’s in a name? Well, if you’re a 
successful gay advice columnist, your 
trademark is your name.

MS. BEHAVIOR, who writes a self­
syndicated advice column for a number 
of gay newspapers, has filed a lawsuit 
against the BOSTON GLOBE to protect 
her name.

The columnist, whose actual name is 
MERYL COHN, filed the lawsuit in 
early July, claiming that the Globe’s 
weekly column, titled “Miss Behave” 
and written by Millie Downing, could be 
confused with her 14-year-old column.

Lawyers for Cohn sent a cease-and-desist 
letter to Downing, the Globe, and the New 
York Times Co., which owns the Globe, but 
they refused to comply The defendants said 
in a written response that there is no way 
the two columns could be confused because

Gay advice columnist Ms. Behavior (Meryl Cohn) is 
suing the Boston Globe for stealing her name.

and also was suspected of drug possession.
The Sun newspaper reported that the 

man appeared angry at Beckham. The 
soccer star has always been a little bit 
flaming, but this is ridiculous.

Ms. Behavior is “gay and risque” and “Miss 
Behave” is “mainstream.”

Dish’s calls to the Globe were not 
returned.

Cohn has been writing her column 
since 1992, and it has been running in 
Boston’s gay newspaper Bay Windows 
since its inception. In 1995, Houghton 
Mifflin published Cohn’s book, “Do 
What I Say: Ms. Behavior’s Guide to Gay 
and Lesbian Etiquette.”

This June, amid the fight over equal 
marriage rights for gay couples, the 
Globe ran a feature story about Ms. 
Behavior on the cover of its arts section. 
The article described her as “the 
doyenne of gay and lesbian etiquette.”

Now, if only the newspaper would listen 
to her advice on this thorny legal matter.

Dish promises to keep you posted.

Beckingham Palace
The wife of sexy soccer star and gay 

icon DAVID BECKHAM had a close call 
last week when a man with a crowbar and
a can of gasoline was arrested trying to 
break into the couple’s home and,
presumably, set it on fire, the Associated

Press reports.
The metrosexual

Beckham was in
Spain training at the 
time but his wife,
Victoria (better 
known as POSH
SPICE from the Spice
Girls), and their two 
sons, Brooklyn and 
Romeo, were at home 
in England.

A spokesperson for Victoria said the
couple’s personal security guards caught the 
38-year-old man and held him for police. He 
was arrested on suspicion of possessing an 
article intended to cause criminal damage

David Beckham

Private dancers
It seems like New York Daily News

gossip columnists Rush & Molloy are 
trying to stir up trouble on the 
“Reinvention Tour” of MADONNA —
aka “The Artist Currently Known as
Esther.” (Dish, of course, reported the 
name change long before other snoops 
got wind of this development.)

Rush & Molloy quote “friends of the
dancers,” referring to Madge’s backup 
dancers, saying they make “surprisingly” 
little — about $1,000 a performance. That’s 
compared to Madonna’s $2 million or so a
performance. Perhaps if they were the 
Material Girl, they’d make the big bucks.
Their salary is already 
show pop dancers usually get.

They also 
complained that 
Madonna has been 
shutting off the air
conditioning in areas 
where she performs 
to protect her voice. 
“Sometimes it’s 
insanely hot,” one of 
the dancers told the
duo. “It’s very hard 
to breathe, and they

double the $500 a

Madonna

have oxygen in our dressing rooms.”
Madonna’s rep, Liz Rosenberg, says 

the dancers seem very happy and she 
hasn’t heard otherwise.

Seth Stewart, the guy who tangos with 
Madonna during the show, says, “She 
treats us like royalty. She even had us to 
her house for a cookout.”

Dish wonders if they played Truth or 
Dare.

Send comments, suggestions to
Dish@houstonvoice.com
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bo®kS LAURA DOUGLAS-BROWN
Lesbian writer Sarah Waters weaves 

a complex tale of love and lies in 

19th century England in 'Fingersmith.'

Tangled webs
IF CHARLES DICKENS AND
Charlotte Bronte gave birth to a lesbian 
lovechild, her name would be Sarah Waters.

Contemporary fans of Dickens’ and 
Bronte’s Victorian fiction will relish 
Waters’ three novels, and gay readers of 
all literary tastes will find themselves 
swept away in Waters’ compelling plots 
and highly detailed, often sensual por­
traits of 19th century England.

“Fingersmith,” Water’s third histori­
cal novel, was released last year to wide­
spread critical acclaim. Her earlier works 
— “Affinity” and “Tipping the Velvet”— 
continue to make bestseller lists at gay 
and lesbian bookstores.

The novels are not a trilogy, but read 
in sequence, they provide a fascinating 
portrait of often-unexplored aspects of 
Victorian society and an excellent oppor­
tunity to experience a young writer 
quickly becoming a literary star.

“TIPPING THE VELVET,” WATERS’ 1998 
debut, won praise from the New York 
Times Book Review as the novel to “carry 
the banner” of lesbian fiction to “a wider 
readership.”

In rich period detail and episodic style, 
Waters chronicles the adventures of oys­
ter girl Nan Astley, who finds her life per­
manently changed when she attends a the­
ater performance by Kitty Butler, a “mash­
er,” or male impersonator. Following Kitty 
to London, Nan finds heartbreak, poverty 
and plenty of sex in her journey to per­
sonal and political awakening.

Waters acknowledges she was inspired 
to write “Tipping the Velvet” while com­
pleting her Ph.D. dissertation on lesbian 
historical fiction. At times, her attention to 
detail weighs down her prose and detracts 
from her otherwise compelling storytelling.

The plot is kept lively by a healthy 
dose of eroticism — the novel’s name, we 
learn late in the text, is period-slang for 
cunnilingus. But Nan still sometimes 
seems like little more than a vehicle for 
Waters to catalog her research into the 
available avenues for expressing same- 
sex attraction in the late 19th century.

RELEASED A YEAR LATER, WATER’S 
second novel, “Affinity,” may have disap­
pointed some readers expecting another 
bawdy romp through VictoriSfl England.

Suffused with an omnipresent Gothic

ft MORE INFO
'Fingersmith'
by Sarah Waters
Riverhead Books
582 pages

In 'Fingersmith,' Sarah Waters creates an unlikely 
love story highlighting the criminal and sexual 
underworlds of Victorian England. (Photo courtesy 
www.sarahwaters.com)

sensuality, “Affinity” is chaste by compar­
ison. But the novel shows Waters’ matu­
ration as a writer, correcting the mean­
dering plot of “Tipping the Velvet” with a 
tightly woven tale that keeps the reader 
entirely absorbed in mystery

Margaret Prior, an upperclass young 
woman who once attempted suicide, becomes 
a “Lady Visitor” for the female inmates at 
Millbank Prison. There she forms an unusu­
ally strong bond with spiritualist Selina 
Dawes, jailed for fraud and assault after a 
Client is found bloodied and unconscious.

The result is a haunting piece of sto­
rytelling that leaves readers with as 
many questions as answers.

WATERS’ GIFT FOR PLOT EVIDENCED 
in “Affinity” achieves its pinnacle in 
“Fingersmith,” as the writer divides the 
novel into sections narrated by two very 
different protagonists: Sue Trinder, an 
orphan raised by a family of petty 
thieves, and Maud Lilly, another orphan 
raised by her scholarly, eccentric uncle.

Richard Rivers, or “Gentleman” as he is 
dubbed in the circle of thieves, enlists Sue 
to help him marry Maud and make off with 
her family fortune. By serving as Maud’s 
maid, Sue is to gain her confidence and help 
steer her affection toward Gentleman, in 
return for a small share of the loot.

The forced intimacy of the arrange­
ment sparks unexpected feelings in the 
lonely young women. But unbeknownst 
to either, they are enmeshed in a larger 
web of deception that encompasses all of 
the novel’s characters.

Waters laces her text with clues to the 
novel’s multiple plot twists, but readers 
— like Sue and Maud — will be shocked 
at every turn.

“Fingersmith” takes its title from a 
19th century term for a thief or pickpock­
et. In her third novel, Waters proves a 
masterful fingersmith herself, deftly 
weaving a complicated plot filled with 
surprise and suspense that never surren­
ders historical accuracy or literary style.

EVERY SUNDAY
JOIN JODY FOR 

LIVE SINGING 
SHOW AT 11 PM!
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STRIP CONTEST 
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
HOST ROXANNE COLLINS 

ALWAYS HOT MEN!

EVERY THURSDAY
WET & WILD 

JOCKEY REVUE
SHOW AT 11 PM!

&

. J

2517 RALPH @ WESTHEIMER • HOUSTON • 713.527.9071
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REAL ESTATE SERVICES

By Area Native
Rob Rose

Search Area M.L.S. From Top-Ranked Website

WWW.SOUTHFLORIDAHOME.COM
FORT LAUDERDALE REAL ESTATE by area native Rob
Rose. 24 yrs experience. Visit Rob's top-rated website at 
www.southfloridahome.com or call (800) ROB-ROSE, ext 201. 

www.southflorida.com

MOVING TO ATLANTA?
Let my 17 years of experience find the perfect house you can 

call "HOME". Stephen Cooper, The Midtown Group, Inc. 
Your Atlanta Real Estate Specialist. (404) 685-9166 

www.atlantamidtowngroup.com

RENT/
GREAT MONTROSE LOCATION 1852 Kipling. 2 BR, 1.5 BA, 
1 500 sqft S1,350/mo. (713) 503-5954.

HEIGHTS -1/1/1 garage apt. Cozy, immaculate, hdwd firs, re­
frigerator, range, WD included. Water paid. 1136 1/2 W.
Temple $500.00 (713) 697-2852 or (281) 620-2981 Agent

HEIGHTS 426 E. 15TH 1 BR, 1 BA brick Duplex, garage, C/A, 
hdwds, WD connection, private patio, ceiling fans, blinds. Great 
location, great place to call home! $775/mo. Agent Greg Phil­
pott @ HOUSTON ASSOCIATES (713) 256-3000.

LINDALE PARK (NEAR Heights)3/1/1 Luxury Home, corian 
/ beautiful tile, white Berber, workshed, landscaping w/sprink- 

lers, 405 Fairbanks. $1,100.
(713) 697-2852 or (281) 620-2981 Agent

THE HEIGHTS 1 bedroom, one bath, duplex. Central A/H, 
deck, carport. Small pet OK. $700/mo + deposit. Water paid. 

(713) 686-2075.

RENT / COMMERCIAL / 
EVENT SPACE

BEAUTIFUL EMPIRE STATE BUILDING Office for 1 year 
sublet, 600 sqft, includes phone system, large open space, high 
ceilings, sunny & bright, amazing views, 69th floor, For more 
info or to schedule a viewing, contact (212) 594-8181 ext 101

MONTROSE OFFICE SPACE Ideal for psychotherapist, per­
sonal coach or massage therapist. $550/mo includes utilities, 
phone, fax, voicemail & 7 day access. (713) 524-1771 x3.

HEIGHTS AREA 40 y/o GWM seeks someone to share 3 BR, 2 
BA, 2 car garage w/pool & spa. Quiet & close-in. $585/mo. 

(713) 501-9988.

NW / 290 & 34th Unfurnished BR & priv BA in TH w/ pool. 
WD. $395/mo + ($50 deposit) all bills paid. Definitely a must 
see. Howard (713) 681-3114.

SOUTH MEDICAL CENTER 2 BR Townhouse. Gay or 
single couple wanted to rent seperate entrance 
quarters of a gay owned estate home. Quiet, 
fresh paint, floors. 288 just outside loop. All util­
ities with premium Sat. included. $725 Single, 
$740 Couple. $250 deposit. (713) 434-9712.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES
ANNOUNCE YOUR UNION The Houston Voice is proud to 
announce the addition of a "Commitment Ceremonies" cate­
gory to our Classified listings. When making arrangements for 
your Union, don't forget to include the most important aspect 
of all...announcing the date. Publishing your union is easy & 
simple. Call (877) 863-1885 ext 223 to put the finishing touch­

es on your ceremony.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITES
AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY’! Learn to earn 
$100k+/yr working from home P/T. Not multi-lev­
el marketing. Free info (800) 652-1036.

EMPLOYMENT

LOCAL ACCOMMODATIONS
TIME & FINANCIAL FREEDOM CAN BE YOURS! Can you 
invest 7-10 hours per week? Call Bill Talley (281) 448-5991.

THE LOVETT INN Distinctive lodging & catering accom­
modations. Corporate meeting rooms, banquet facilities, Ja­
cuzzi suites, pool & hot tubs. Near downtown, museums & 
medical center. (713) 522-5224 or (800) 779-5224. View 

our website at www.lovettinn.com

TRAVEL / U.S.A.
DC GuestHouse Elegant Victorian mansion built in 
1867. Logan/Convention Center location. Blks away 
from world class dining & diverse entertainment. 
Gay owned & operated. Call (202) 332-2502 
www.dcguesthouse.com

DRIPPING SPRINGS INN Riverside rooms, cabins w/ private 
hot tubs. Romance & adventure in Rockies Estes Park, Colorado 
"rustic serenity." (800) 432-7145 or 
www.drippingsprings.com

NEARRY GETAWAYS
CENTURY-21 BAY REEF REALTY Family owned ^operated 

company, serving Galveston's West-End Real Resort Rentals,

BUY / SELL

Sales, & Leasing needs since 1985! Call us first for lasting pro­
fessional service, www.bayreef.com (800) 527-7333.

CORYS COLLECTIBLES ONLINE WE have a wonderful 
world of products waiting just for you! From home and 
garden decor, to specialty gifts, candles, and houswares. 
Browse our 3,000 plus products at 
www.coryscollectibles.comwww.coryscollectibles.com

WAREHOUSE SELLING EVERYTHING. STATUES, Pedes­
tals, Vases, Iron Decor, Clay Planters, Fountains, Candleholders, 
Tables Bases, 44" Michaelangelo's David.
(713) 706-3680. GREAT PRICES.

VEHICLES

2001 FORD EXPEDITION XLT
5.4 liter, sport, full leather, upgraded tires. 34,000 miles. Ask­
ing $19,500 garage kept. Mint cond. (713) 503-5954.

FOR SALE! 2 SEA DOO'S 1998 2 seater, 1996 3 seater. Pair: 
$8,000.00 w/galvanized trailer. Call for SPECIAL DEALS! Jason 
(713) 524-5400.

www.OffLeaseAuto.com
Your best "NEW CAR" alternative. Log on & save 

Thousands!! Jags, Mercedes, Land Rovers & many more.
Contact Will @ 1 (888) 227-7799
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RESTORED 1966 FORD MUSTANG w/ 289 V 8 Cherry Red, 
black leather interior, A/C & heat, new radio manual brakes, 
power steering, new wheels and tires. $12,000 OBO. (713) 

523-0069.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
LEADING FINANCIAL INSTITUTION approving small 
business, mortgage personal & vehicle loans. Immediate re­
sponse. Give us a call at (866) 228-7382

New Homes er Refinancing 
David E. Heoks 

Senior Loan Officer 
Challenge Mortgage 
mBM x106 

281-924-5182 cell

1
4
4
4
4
4

w w w w w w w 
|4 
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WEBSITES
WWW.ALLAMERICANGUYS.COM 

AMERICA'S SEXIEST YOUNG HUNKS!
All original content including photos, video clips, 
live chat, articles. Always updated. Includes FREE ac­
cess to www.CollegeMuscle.com Check out 
www.AIIAmericanGuys.com !

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EAST LONDON 
i rcmodeh’ng and home repair 

n^itbOtdon^see
Kitchem and Baths Our^pedalty

i | lardwcood I ioor* & Room Addit

Community 
Committed!

Wr Quality Directed
with Design,

Style, Innovation 
and Service.

freeestimate
OMWI 713.2487174

.X ,... : ,1, : ---------- —-- ——————----

ELECTRICAL
"PRIDE IN OUR TRADE"

K.B. ELECTRIC. Quality, Safe Work.
ONE YEAR GUARANTEE on all jobs. Keith Brown (713) 

849-4550.

CLEANING SERVICES
HOUSE CLEANING Experienced housekeeper for top quality 
maid service. Apts, homes, offices. References avail on request. 

(281)492-8460.

DAVID LEWIS IMAGES Events, headshots, portraits. New 
studio location. (713) 240-5503 or
www.davidlewisimages.com.

MASSAGE
SWEDISH MASSAGE BY PATRICK Relaxation, Myo­
therapy, deep tissue. $60/1.Shrs; $50/hr. (RMT 
#024589) (713) 739-0087. (713) 501-9852, 
deeptissueman2@aol.com.

Best Massage 2002 & 2003
in Houston by Triangle Readers

MASSAGE
J— by mub

NATION ALLY CERTIFIED THERAHST
mEFffiRED HOURS , .
1 HOUR........ ........................... >eo

1st Visit-20% Discount!
Jacuzzi Before and/or After Massage 
Available in Private Tropical Setting 

(Mauston)

CALL 832.524.7700
OB 713.527.0400

NE14/ Steam Room!!!
Montroie Studio 

7i3-5^o° 
uwugafonrmt.com tm’-

therapudic • weduh • fports

• deep tiauc • myotheraf)Y
• relaxation therapy

BODY STRESS RELIEF Montrose location. In/out. Priv, dis­
creet. Dan (713) 529-8787.

“MOVING SOON!"
***Maverick &/or Daddy Blade***
Body Electric, Leather or Both?
www.daddyblade.com (713) 524-3235.

SZ-uaa tkeducti^n at it a 6^At 
Het (IU Qet Cwt. thxwA on 

SPECIAL SUMMER RATES

BODYWORKS BY LOU RMT
Specializing in Swedish, Aromatherapy & Deep Tissue.
Rates: $60/hr. In/Out. (713) 204-2885.
http://hometown.aol.com/bodyworksbylou

Don't wait,,.
Treat yourself!!

and/et tDaifid
avaitMe fti* appoutitnettU

(713) 529^090

DOWNTOWN-MIDTOWN MASSAGE I
Why not treat yourself?
Relax, Renew and Get back to YOU! I
Incalls and Outcalls.
Flexible hours.
(281) 216-7849

MASSAGE 
IN 

MONTROSE
♦ Swedish
♦ Deep Tissue
♦ ^eluxati&n i

Swedish Deep Tissue

Sperls Neuromuscular

Hot Stone Massage Reiki

* 9 year's dtnical nwsage -experience
♦ Sessions ndlared to individual

713 269 7926

REWARD YOURSELF 
A NICE TOUCH/RELAXATION 

OF BODY AND MIND 8Y

LEE
832 978-7017

CENTRALLY LOCATED 
7 DAYS/EVENINGS

OUTCALLS WELCOME

Ultimate Swedish
Massage 

for Today's 
Business Man. 
Single & Tan<fem

*4 Hands" Massage.
Body Waxing & w 

Body Cute Available!

MALE LOPEZ 

281-844-7456 
and associate 

KENTON LITTLE 

832-577-2905

mlopez@wt.net

brick
t>ishop>

PSYCHIC READINGS
.A

Axe you oatrfmed?
Do you need answers u> your questions?
Am you having problems with Um.
Rehtiomhips Money, Health. Happiness? |

(MIXTODAY FORA BEH^RTOMORmW |

9541462+0603

4 Gped fieader

BODY / SOUL

Leotw MH mame M phone number

Full-body Swedish Massage & Reflexology 
by Licensed Therapist

MANSCAPING MEN'S WAXING & clipping. Private location 
in Montrose. Call Dale (713) 529-5952 for appt.

FEEL THE PEACE! Experience the power of natural henna 
on your skin & let the energy penetrate you. For beautiful 

designs call Sonya at (281) 630-8389 or visit 
www.hennacompany.com

WWW.HOUSTONVOICE.COM

713-leather

kim@blatkhawkleather.net

Hard to find DVD Rentals! 
Hottest Dance CD's in Town!

OUS
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Fbrady's corner

.25,

TH£ MODEL'S A FUNDAMENT­
AL/ST. SAID WORKING
WITH A a AY PERSON J 5

AG Al N ST HIS SSLISFS-

IS H£ OUT OF HIS M/Nb?
MAY EbG/NGTON IS THE TOP 
FASHION PHOTOGRAPHER 

IN THE iNORLb -r - ~ -
th/s week, ANywAy?)

HE FORGET ABOUT a\ 

CAREER AS A MObEL^ THEN J 

(who's /ncharge mere?;

KylE’s Bed & BreaKFast by Greg Fox

SUPREMAE/ST FOR

LANCE POWERS. IM
WITH THE Ab 

AGENCY THAT SET 
UP THIS SHOOT-

WE DIDN T PICK HIM
...THE UNbERWEAR 
COMPANY DID.

:’M MAX EbG/NGTO 
I DON’T WAIT 
AROUNb FOR AD 
AGENCIES TO 
CLEAN up their 
MESSES.

you NAME ME FOR 
ONE HOUR -. AND 
then x walk.

LET ME MAKE SOME 
PHONE CALLS...WE'LL 
HAVE A NEW MObEL 
IN By THIS rwiT 
afternoon .

you DON't^T' 
GET IT, LANCS.)^;

WAIT. THERE IS ,
ONE POSS IBI LITy.J
Vyou CAN BE THE 
jjk MODEL, LANCS

ONG HOUR?'. BUT THERE'S 
NO WAY WE CAN--V~

AND HE5 
GOT THE 

FACE.

LET'S GET 
HIM INTO THE

BRIEFS •

HEY. WHAT 
ARE you...?

THIS IS HIGHLY 
INAPPROPRIATE^

X 
KNOW- 

’ Mi FAVORITE SOR'P’ 
OF A PHOTO SHOOT. 

"APPROPRtA TE •’ IS J/ 
SO BORlNG^JH^t^

www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTON VOICE

[professional services

www.IWantMyRentRebate.com

*• *• *-

Earn upto a 
^0.00

.. •
«

I

■
-

■

Hair Designs
FORRomeo & Juliet

The Roman
Frank Teeter 

2602 Whitney 
7 13.522-8576 
713.522-2263

“Everyone gets personalized, 
individual service”

713,840.5508
www.darid.lewisimages.com

'■ ■

if your hair isn’t
BECOMING TO YOU,

then you should
BE COMING TO ME.

DON GILL STUDIO 911 
713-521-0911

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Place your ad NOW! at 
WWW.HOUSTONVOICE.COM

713.944.6010 • www.eros1207.com
1207 Spencer Hwy 

(take 1-45 S„ exit left on College)

rree 
imo 
rides
From Chances 
(Bar to the store, 
the second 
Tuesday of every 
month. Call Heidi 
for more info.

An Illustrated Story 
Depicting the Lives of Jesus 

and His Beloved John

Illustrated by Sheila

by Corky Bryan

ORDER YOUR OWN COPY TODAY!!
www.thepurpletriangle.com

V Psychic Reader a *

I Advisor * 
^SUFFERING? DEPRESSED?^

• Specializing in business
• Reuniting Loved Ones & Money
• Ms. Elaine Will Advise you wisely & 

Explain Fully and Will Give You 
Peace of Mind.

713.520.1042
4714 Fannin St. i $5.bd Special 

|s I RAN PI

www.strandreleaslng.com

OPENS FRIDAY. JULY 25,D
«<AN6ELIKA FILM ®im CAFE

BAYOU PLACE *510 TEXAS AVENUE ★ (713) 333-FILM #059

"SLY, POIGNANT!"
- TIMEOUT NEW YORK

"THE MUDGE BOY’ IS , 
AS COURAGEOUS AS IT V 
IS PROFOUND!" '
- THE NEW YORK OBSERVER

8 MUDGE BOY
Duncan Mudge has a secret...

STRAND RELEASING and 
SHOWTIME INDEPENDENT FILMS ।

present a film by MICHAEL BURKE *

Website - www.kylecomics.com E-Mail- KylesBnB@aol.com
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Got a bitch? Call 1-800-858-8088 or e-mail bitch@houstonvoice.com

These are real bitches, sent in by real readers about gay life's little annoyances, 
and the big ones, too.

FOR ALL YOU QUEENS WHO 
don’t know how to describe 
your body parts, here’s a les­
son: You are a male. You do not 
have “titties,” you have nip­
ples. If you go to a gym, you 
may even have pecs. Now you 
know.

RICE QUEENS UNITE! I’M NOT 
fat, just a little fluffy. Old? I pre­
fer mature. Aggressive is never 
right, but a little spice in the 
rice is nice.

THANK YOU TO THE TWO 
gorgeous, tall, muscular guys I 
just saw walking down the street 
holding hands. I think that was 
the greatest sight I ever saw.

More please, more!
JUST BECAUSE I’M FAT 
doesn’t mean I don’t have feel­
ings for you, skinny bitch. Love 
don’t cost a thing!

TO THOSE WHO SAY THAT 
marriage and open relationships 
are incompatible: Who are you 
to define for everyone what mar­
riage is or isn’t? We already have 
Bush to do that.

WHY IN THE BLACK GAY 
scene is everyone so afraid to 
introduce themselves to some­
one new?

IT’S SO ANNOYING TO HEAR 
you say no one can tell you’re

Gay people escape the conformity of 

the straight world only to find it's 

much worse in the gay world!

gay. You’re only fooling yourself, 
so acknowledge the fact you’re a 
flaming queen and move on.

FACE IT, ASIDE FROM RELI- 
gious reasons (which I support 
and have no qualms with), cir­
cumcision has had its day

REPEAT AFTER ME: HIV IS A 
chronic illness, not a terminal dis­
ease. It’s NOT a death sentence.

I HAVE NOTHING AGAINST 
uncircumcised gay men, but some 
of them need to pay more atten­
tion to their masculine freshness.

TO YOU GAY ORGANISTS AND 
choir members in anti-gay church­
es: Ain’t no reason you need to 
stay Get thee to a good, pro-gay 
church and quit wasting your life!

INSTEAD OF PROMOTING 
understanding, you idiots find it 
more entertainirif to print 
racist statements, with no 
responsibility for gay youth 
reading about it.

Bitch Boy responds: Political correctness 
is so late 20th century. If you can’t han­
dle real talk that might offend, then 
turn the page.

T-SHIRTS NEVER LOOK GOOD 
on anyone. I think they’re on 
their way out as a fashion state­
ment. They are so pointless and 
grotesque.

“DOWN LOW” FOLKS, PLEASE 
get the courage to come out. 
Things will never change if you 
don’t.

AS A PERSON WHO RECENTLY 
was diagnosed with HIV, I have 
plenty to deal with without read­
ing what some HIV-negative peo­
ple say about how I’m going to 
look in 10 years or how I’m going 
to die. Don’t you dare put limits 
on my life. You could never know 
how hard it is to maintain a posi­
tive attitude in the face of some­
thing so scary

TO ALL THOSE BITCHING 
about gay marriage: If gays 

would develop a sense of maturi­
ty about relationships, then it 
probably wouldn’t be such a big 
issue.

TO THE SELF-LOATHING, 
spark-plug shaped homosexual 
proudly wearing a “Bush- 
Cheney 2004” T-shirt at the 
gym: Seeing your smug dislay of 
ignorance encouraged me to go 
contribute $500 on 
www.johnkerry.com. Keep up 
the good work and start doing 
some cardio.

WHY MUST EVERY GAY 
event have to always be hosted 
(i.e. ruined) by the proverbial 
mandatory drag queen for a 
host? I’ve never understood 
this.

WHEN I TELL YOU I AM HIV­
positive and that I must be safe if 
we are to do anything sexually, 
listen to what the hell I am say­
ing and don’t listen with your 
dick. HIV can and will kill more 
people. I refuse to add to that 
body count.

TO BITCH BOY: JUST HAVE 
TOhave the last word always, 
don’t you? We’d do better just to 
dump the whole “Bitch Session” 
because we don’t need more 
bitching!
Bitch Boy responds: I do NOT always 
have to have the last word!

I ADULTCLASSIFIEDS
DAVID?
Absolutely the Best 
Erotic Rub Downs w
For Rates and Times
Visit My Web Site At http://wwwKmbs.us/ (

or Call 713-868-4704 For More Info?’

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE

Tall, masculine, muscular, state licensed, AMTA certified,

11 years exp.
Incredible, full body total release!

$75.
Inner Loop/SW
Mike (713) 963-9603

MONTROSE MASSAGE Great Hands. Beautifully endowed. 
Stress reduction at its best! SPECIAL SUMMER RATES. Experi­

ence the MAGIC. (713) 526-1804.

•> ;;

s, 
r 

Bobtboilbib

2

Full Body Nude Rubs

Jeff

By o professional Fitness Trainer 
Deep tissue/Sensual/Sports 
Lean, smooth muscle

713 208.8894
Montrose Location

I) H B E I 1 IE V A 9:

ringing 
Webma®

4 new models weekly 
WOO’S of XXX video clips 

Live Video Sex 24/7 
Exclusive access to over 100 sites 
itli daily updates around the clock 

and much Muoh more 

WWBWPUPPY.COM 
'Qujr^BEST^nllne Sey Erotica Slnoe 1B9S 

ir mbslta with www.PuppyCash.eem

NOW IH OUR 10TH YEAR!
WWW.BADPUPPY.COM



ALIEV THEATRE

■?w

MAKE LIFE REWARDING:"

BY f DEDEDICK KNOI1 
THROUGH MJGUH 8

WWW.ALLEYTHEATRE.ORG
713.228.8421

TICKETS!
MUST CLOSE A

E^pnMobil

MIN

■1

SI<iKT Renaissance
LASER CENTER

Recapture your youth and get dramatic improvements you want with 
laser skin treatment at Skin Renaissance Laser Center.

Be 
smooth

1
1

Grand Opening 
July 2004!

Laser skin treatments 
you desire is now 
available in Montrose.
Your perfection is near!

Take advantage af ;
variety of services ' p.
Removal of unwanted body hair. 

Enhanced skin rejuvenation. 
Elimination of wrinkles.

Great results with leg veins. 

Treatment of shaving bumps.

106 Westheimer, Suite A

Call 713.942.SKIN 
(7546) 

to schedule an appointment.
www.skinrenaissance.net

All tickets subject to convenience charges. 
Dates subject to change without notice.

5 
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■OCIITY FOR TH« PMRFORMINO ARTS

BBOADm Houston
EXPERIENCE THE BEST!

Th© Houston Chronicle
Your daily information source 

boustonchronlela.com

ON SALE NOW!
JULY 6-18

Hobby Center for the Performing Arts 
BroadwayAcrossAmerica.coiii or call 713-629-3700 

Groups ot 20 or more: 713-693-2692
Ask about MasterCard Preferred Seating

W.O



miss

Willthousands
of Your

important workshop

ill Maintain

000

2004-

NOTHING SEMINAR

ELIMINATE

■ YOUR

Workshop! 

information!

ELIMINATE FAMILY 
INTERFERENCE

Probate. Probate i

3815 Montrose Houston

amily Interference. 
Distribution Rules

Protect You and 
Make Market-Li

i Us For A Complimentary Dinner 
PLANNING AND TAX WORKSHOP

SEATING IS LIMITED,

Estate Savers, Specialist in 
Asset Protection.

How to Eliminate Probate, Cut T< 
of YOUR Affairs.
How Wills and Trusts Work... in

id Your Life Partner.
Partners Assets from Lawsuits

401K’s.
How to Disinherit
Retirement Saving:




