
---TO---

Incorporate the City of Houston
And Grant a New Charter to the said City of Houston.

iSectiori 1. Be it enacted by the legis­
lature of the State of Texas: That all 
the inhabitants of the city of Houston 
shall be a body corporate, to be known 
hereafter by the name of the City of 
Houston, and by that name it shall here­
after by known in law, and shall be 
capable of suing and being sued, and 
defending in all courts in all matters 
whatsoever; and may have a common 
seal, and may alter and change the same 
at pleasure; may own, hold and con­
vey any estate, real or personal, for the 
use of said corporation, for any purpose 
whatsoever, both within the limits of said 
city and without the limits of the same, 
in Harris county, Texas.

■See. 2. That the bounds and limits of 
said corporation shall be three miles 
square, to be run with the cardinal points 
of the compass, of which the center of 
the courthouse square in the City of 
/Houston shall be the center.

Sec. 3. That the city council may divide 
the city into a convenient number of 
wards, not less than three, nor more (than 
twelve, and define and establish the boun­
daries thereof, and may change the same, 
from time to time, as may 
be deemed expedient.

Sec. 4. That each ward in the city may 
be divided into as many sections and as 
many polliing places as may be prescribed 
in said sections as the city may see fit 
and proper; and each ward in the city 
Shall be represented in the city council 
by two aidermen, who shall hold office 
for two years and until their successors 
are elected and qualified; said aidermen 
shall be elected by the qualified voters 
of the ward for which they stand, and 
all voters shall have resided in such 
ward at least thirty days next preceding 
any election. And no person shall be 
competent to fill the office of aiderman 
unloifl at the date of his election he be 

a qualified voter of the city and of said 
ward, «and a freeholder owning real 
property in said city and ward, and 
shall have resided in said ward two 
years next prior thereto. Should 
any aiderman remove from his ward dur­
ing the term for Which he was elected, 
his office shall thereupon become vacant, 
and the council shall order an election 
in said ward to fill such vacancy.

Sec. 5. That the admtnistiration of the 
business affairs of said corporation shall 
be conducted by a mayor and board of 
aidermen, consiisting of two aidermen 
from each ward, who shall compose the 
city council.

Sec. 6. Ail I qualified electors of the State 
Who shall Giave resided for six months 
immediately1 preceding the election within 
the limits *ixf said city, Shall have the 
right to vtlfie for mayor and all other 
elective officers of said city; but in all 
elections to determine the expenditure of 
money or the assumption of debt, only 
those shall be qualified to vote who pay 
taxes on property in said city; and no 
person shall be allowed to vote in a city 
election until he shall first show that 
he has paid has poll tax to the City of 
Houston due at the time of said election 
by exhibiting to the judge of the election 
his receipt therefor.

Sec. 7. That the mayor shall be elected 
by the qualified voters of the city, and 
shall hold his office for the term of two 
years, and until his successor is elected 
and qualified. No person shall be mayor 
unless he is a qualified elector of the city. 
He shall be a conservator of the peace 
throughout the city. He shall have power, 
by and with the consent of the city coun­
cil, to appoint any number of policemen on 
any special occasion that he may deem 
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necessary to preserve the peace of the 
city, and to discharge the same at pleas­
ure. He shall have power, in case of ne­
cessity, to oall out the militia, or any 
mili'tary company in the o.ty, to aid in 
the suppression of any riot or public dis­
turbance. He shall be active and vigilant 
in entorcing all law’s and ordinances for 
government of the city, and he shall cause 
all the subordinate officers to be dealt 
with promptly for any neglect or viola­
tion of duty. He Shall preside at all meet­
ings of the council when present, and in 
case of a tie vote in the board of alder­
men he shall give the casting vote.

He shall have the power to veto any 
tf-esblution; by-law, ordinance, motion 

or order passed by the council, in the fol­
lowing manner: He shall give notice of 
his veto at the same meeting in which 
said action was had, which shall be en­
tered upon the minutes. Ait the next reg­
ular meeting he shall furnish to the coun­
cil his reasons, in writing, and unless the 
council shall pass such law, ordinace, etc., 
over his veto by a vote of two-thirds of 
the aidermen present, taken by “yeas 
and nays,” and entered upon the journal 
of the council, the same shall be inopera­
tive. He shall have and exercise such 
power and authority as may be conferred 
by the city council, not inconsistent with 
the general purposes and provisions of 
this charter.

Sec. 8. That regular meetings of the city 
council shall be held in the council cham-

but no spe­

ed. General

the written 
bers of the

ber at least twice in each month, at such 
times as may be fixed by resolution of the 
board, and the mayor, of h.s own mo­
tion, may call special meetings for the 
transaction of special business by writ­
ten notices served personally upon each 
member of the board, or left at his usual 
place of abode. Any three members of 
the board may, in like manner, call spe­
cial meetings of the council; but no spe­
cial meetings shall oe calle 1 except in 
cases of urgent necessity, anc X1--------—
notices served upon the men __ __ ___
board shall state the object < ,nd purpose 
for which the meeting is cal cd. General 
business shall only be transected at the 
regular meetings. The city < ouncil may 
adjourn from day to day, un!” 1—*—u ____  —v v.xdil the busi­
ness properly coming before it is disposed 
os.

That a majority of the whole number 
of aidermen elected and qualified shall be 
required to cons'titute a quorum, but any 
four aidermen may convene and compel 
the attendance of absent members on any 
day of regular meeting, requiring the city 
marshal or other police officer to arrest 
and bring in the absent members. That 
the city council shall adopt rules and reg­
ulations for the government of the coun­
cil in its proceedings, and the order for 
the transaction of business before it. 

It shall be the judge of the qualifications 
and election of members of the council, 
including the mayor.

It may punish members or other persons 
during the slittings of the council for dis­
orderly conduct, to the extent that it may

fine and impr.son, by its by-l^ws and or­
dinances. And with the affirmative vote 
of two-thirds of the whole number of ai­
dermen elected and qualified, the council 
may remove any officer of the city for 
any conduct or offense which in the opin­
ion of the council, expressed by the two- 
thirds vote aforesaid, shall render him 
unfit to hold his office; but no officer 
si all be removed until he shall have had 
the opportunity of being heard by him­
self or counsel, or both; and in the invest­
igation of any complaint under this sec­
tion the council may poena and exam­
ine witnesses, under the usual rules for 
taking testimony.

That the meetings of the council shall 
be held with open doors, except when, 
by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present, it may be deemed expedient upon 
a special question to deliberate with 
closed doors.

Sec. 9. That whenever it shall be neces­
sary so to do, the board of aidermen 
shall, by ballot, elect a member of their 
own body to act for a designated period 
as mayor pro tem., who, for the time, 
shall have and exercise all the powers and 
authority of the mayor.

That in case of a vacancy -Occurring in 
any office elective by the qualified voters 
of the city the council shall fill the va­
cancy by appointment for the unexpired 
term, except aiderman.

Sec. 10. That there Shall be elected by the 
qualified voters of said city of Houston 
a mayor, city attorney, city treasurer, assessor 
and collector of taxes, health officer, city 
marshal, street commissioner, market master, 
city scavenger and a city recorder, who shall 
hold their respective offices for two 
years, and until their successors are quali­
fied, unless sooner removed by the city 
council: Provided, that the present offi­
cers of said city shall hold their off ces 
until the next election of city officers, 
as prescribed by the ordinances now in 
force. The assessor and collector may 
appoint one or more deputies, for whose 
conduct he shall be responsible, and 
deputy or deputies shall have power to 
perform any act which may be performed 
by the assessor and collector in person.

Sec. 11. The mayor shall appoint a sup­
erintendent of schools and a city secretary, 
whose appointments shall be confirmed by the 
city council, who shall hold their respective 
offices for two years, and until their successors 
are qualified, and shall perform such other 
duties as may be prescribed by the city 
council.

Sec. 12. 'The mayor, with six citizens of 
the City of Houston, three of whom shall 
be appointed each year by the mayor and 
confirmed by the council, shall constitute 
the board of public school trustees of said 
city.

Sec. 13. That the recorder of said city 
shall exercise such jurisdiction as may 
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be prescribed by the city council, not 
inconsistent with the constitutiion and 
laws of the State, and such as may be 
conferred by the general laws on mayors 
and recorders; but when any person has 
been tried before a justice of the peace 
for any offenlse committed in said city 
against a general law, such person shall 
not be tried again for the same offense 
before said recorder. The rule of pro­
cedure in counts of justices of the peace 
in criminal matters shall govern the re­
corder’s court in all matters in practice, 
and appeals may be taken from his de­
cisions in a like manner. In the absence 
of the recorder, or in case of his inability 
to hold his court, the mayor of said city 
shall hold the same, and the acts and 
judgments of such mayor shall have ithe 
Same force and effect as those of the re­
corder. The recorder shall have full 
power, authority and jurisdiction in all 
cases arising under the ordinances of said 
conporatiion, and over any breaches and 
violations thereof, and of any and all 
persons thus offending, and to try and 
determine all suits and actions and com­
plaints charging a violation of any ordi­
nance of said city; and may grant new 
trials on motion in writing, showing suf­
ficient cause, and duly sworn to. The re­
corder may require of any person ar­
rested under the provisions of this act, a 
bond for his or her good belhavior, and 
t® keep the peace, with two good and 
sufficient sureties, Which bond shall be 
payable to the City of Houston. He shall 
have full power and authority to issue 
subpoenas for witnesses and to compel 
their attendance by process of attach­
ment. He may punish all contempts by 
fine and imprisonment, or either; may 
issue subpoenas, writs of capias, war­
rants of arrest, executions, and all other 
process known to the law, which a 
justice of the peace of this State may 
lawfully issue, and all of said writs 
and process shall be issued, served 
and executed under the same form and 
in the same manner as the like process 
would be when issued by a justice of the 
peace, unless herein otherwise provided. 
He shall have full power and authority 
tu administer official oaths and all other 
oaths or affirmations and to give certifi­
cates thereof. The recorder shall be ex- 
officio justice of the peace, and shall pos­
sess and execute, in criminal cases, all 
the powers and duties of such officer and 
shall have the same authority and like 
powers with justices of the peace in the 
prevention and suppression of crime, 
and shall be entitled in the trial of State 
cases to the game fees that are allowed 
justices of the peace, to be collected in the 
same manner as the fees of justices of 
the peace; provided, that in no cases shall 
he entertain jurisdiction in civil cases. 
The city council may determine -what 
costs shall be chs-rged in proceedings in 
and for all process issued in said court, 
and the recorder shall perform 
such other duties as may be 
prescribed by any ordinance of 
said corporation! that may properly 
aftd lawfully be required of said officer 

as the judge of said court, and are not 
inconsistent with the laws and constitu­
tion of this State; provided, that all 
moneys collected from fines of violation 
of city ordinances, imposed by the re­
corder shall be paid into the city treasury 
for the use of the city. The proceedings 
before said court shall be commenced by 
filing a complaint specifying the charges 
made againsit the accused with reasonable 
certainty, which co'mplaint shall be sworn 
to and shall not be quashed for any for­
mal defects, if it substantially sets forth 
the nature of the alleged violation. All 
process of said court shall run in the 
name of the City of Houston. The city 
council may, if they deem it necessary, 
provide said court With one or more 
clerks and a seal, and such, 
clerk or clerks when appointed 
and qualified under any ordi­
nance in that behalf shall have full power 
and authority, the same as the recorder, 
to administer all oaths and affirmations 
and to give certificates thereof, and may 
issue subpoenas, writs dr capias, execu­
tions, warrants of arrest and search war­
rants. Such clerk shall have the custody 
of all books and papers belonging to said 
court; and shall make out all process and 
writs, enter upon a docket all complaints 
before said court, and the recorder's judg- 
fnen't and sentence therein; and he shall 
receive for his services such salary as 
the city council may determine; and the 
city council shall have the authority to 
determine at what time or times said 
recorder’s court shall be open for busi­
ness and how long it shall continue in 
session each day, excluding Sunday and 
legal holidays.

Sec. 14.—The city secretary shall attend 
the city council at its meetings, and shall 
have the custody of all laws and ordin­
ances of the city, and of its valuable pa­
pers, records and archives, and also ot 
the common seal of the corporation, and 
shall affix the same to the obligations of 
the clity by order of the city council. He 
shall keep a regular and correct journal 
of the proceedings of the council in well 
bound record books, and shall perform 
such other duties as the city council may 
prescribe or direct.

Sec. 15.—The city treasurer shall have 
the custody of all moneys, and shall re­
ceive all moneys and revenues coming into 
the city treasury, and pay 
the same out by order of 
the city council. He shall keep the moneys 
and funds of the city on deposit in some 
bank in the city of Houston, and he shall 
keep the accounts of the city in well bound 
books, and the books and records of the 
office shall be open to the inspection of 
any citizen at any reasonable and proper 
time. He shall prepare and publish in 
one or more newspapers printed in the 
city of Houston an accurate and detailed 
statement and account of the receipts 
and disbursements of the revenues of the 
city, the outstanding obligations and lia­
bilities of the city, and the condition of 
the city treasury,, which statement shall 
be prepared and made up to the last day 
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of December of each year, and published 
on or before the 15th day of January fol­
lowing; and it shall be the duty of the 
city council to require this statement to 
be made and published, and should the 
statement not be made in the manner and 
at the time provided, the treasurer shall 
be liable to a fine of one thousand dol­
lars, to be recovered in the district court 
of Harris county, at the suit of the city 
attorney, for and in behalf of the city 
of Houston, and the securities of the city 
treasurer on his official bond shall be 
liable for the amount of such fine.

Sec. 16. The city attorney shall attend 
all meetings of the council, attend to all 
cjvil suits to which the city is a party, 
unless the council otherwise provides, and 
shall represent the city and State, in per­
son or by deputy, appointed by him in 
the recorder’s court; shall draw all or­
dinances and inspect and pass upon all 
documents involving the interests of the 
city when requested so to do by the mayor 
or city council, and shall be the legal ad­
viser of all the officers of the city upon 
legal questions touching their official du­
ties, and he shall perform such other du­
ties as the council may prescribe, and the 
city attorney shall be allowed the same 
fees for attending to State cases in the 
recorder’s court that are allowed other 
attorneys for the State in the trial of 
cases in the justice courts and examining 
courts of this State, in addition to the 
fees and salary allowed him by the city 
of Houston.

Sec. 17. That the city marshal shall be 
the chief police officer of the city, under 
the mayor. He shall, in person or by 
proxy, or by some officer of the police 
force, attend all regular and special meet­
ings of the council. He shall attend upon 
the recorder’s court, and shall promptly 
execute and return all process issued 
from said court. He shall be active in 
quelling riots, disorders and disturbances 
of the peace within the limits of said 
city, and shall take in custody all per­
sons so offending against the peace of 
the community. He shall arrest all of­
fenders against the ordinances of the city 
for offenses committed in his presence, 
and Shall have authority to take bail for 
their appearances before the recorder, 
and in default of giving which he shall 
commit them to the city prison for safe 
keeping until they can be, brought before 
the recorder for trial. He shall be en­
titled to the fees allowed constables and 
sheriffs by statute in the trial of State 
cases tried in the recorder’s court, in 
addition to fees and salaries allowed him 
by the city, and it shall be the duty of 
the marshal and all members of the po­
lice force to file in the recorder’s court 
all complaints against persons arrested 
by them for the commission of offenses 
of which the recorder’s court and justices 
courts have concurrent jurisdiction. He 
shall have authority to appoint one dep­
uty, for whose acts and conduct he shall 
be responsible, and such deputy shall 
have all the power and authority of the 

marshal. He shall perform such other 
duties and shall be invested with such 
other powers, rights and authority as 
the city council may by ordinance con­
fer, not inconsistent With the constitu­
tion and laws of the State. He shall be, 
at all times, under the direction and con­
trol of the mayor and the city council, 
and may be by them suspended or re­
moved from office for cause deemed by 
them adequate. He shall not absent him­
self from the city without first obtain­
ing from the city council a leave of ab­
sence, which leave shall state the dura­
tion of such absence.

'Sec. 18. That the assessor and collector 
shall assess and collect all licenses and 
taxes levied and imposed by the city 
council, and shall pay the same over to 
the treasurer weekly, on the Saturday of 
each week, taking duplicate receipts 
therefor, one of which he shall retain 
and the other he shall return to the coun­
cil (or the proper committee appointed by 
the council to receive the same), with his 
report in detail, showing the several 
amounts received and by whom paid, 
which report shall be made to the first 
meeting of the council in each month. 
He shall be governed by the rules and 
regulations Hereinafter prescribed in re­
lation to the assessment and collection of 
licenses and taxes imposed by the city 
council, and shall do and perform such 
other acts and duties concerning the ad­
ministration of his office as may be pre­
scribed by the city council.

Sec. 19. That the officers named in 
this charter shall perform the duties pre­
scribed by this act, and such other duties 
as may be prescribed by ordinance. And 
there shall be such other officers, ser­
vants and agents of the corporation as 
may be provided by ordinance, to be ap­
pointed by the mayor, with the approval 
of a majority of all the aidermen elected 
and qualified, who shall perform such 
duties and receive such compensation as 
may be prescribed by ordinance.

The council may require any officer 
or agent of the city, as it may deem 
proper, to give good and sufficient bond, 
with approved security, for the faithful 
performance of his duties in such sum as 
it may prescribe.

Sec. 20. That bonds shall be required of 
the city assessor and collector and of the 
city treasurer in an amount not Jess than 
double the amount of funds which may 
probably be in their hands at any one 
time, to be determined by the council, 
which bonds shall be upon such conditions 
as may be determined by the citv council, 
and with good securities, " to be 
approved by the city council, 
and the city shall in like manner require 
bonds of anv officer or agent of the city 
through whose hands the money of the 
City may pass.

Sec. 21. That the salary and fees of 
officers of said city shall be determined 
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by the city council at least one month 
previous to their election, which salaries 
and fees, when so determined, shall not 
be raised or lowered during the period for 
which said officers were elected.

Sec. 22. That the by-laws and ordinances 
of the city shall be enforced by fine not 
to exceed two hundred dollars, or by im­
prisonment in tne city prison not to ex­
ceed ninety days, or by both fine and im­
prisonment; provided, that no ordinance 
or by-law sinail provide a less penalty than 
is prescribed tor a like offense by the 
laws of the State. The city council may 
provide, by ordinance, for the commuta­
tion of fines imposed by labor in a work 
house, on the streets or public works; and 
for the collection of any tine imposed ex­
ecution may be issued from the record­
er’s court in the name of the city of Hous­
ton against the goods and dhattels, lands 
and tenements of the persons offending.

Sec. 23. The city council shall have the 
exclusive control and regulation of all 
streets, alleys, public grounds and high­
ways within the corporate limits of the 
city, and shall have power to abate and 
remove encroachments thereon in a sum­
mary manner, to put drains and sewers 
therein, and when necessary to appropri­
ate private property for that purpose; to 
permit, to prevent and regulate the lay­
ing of gas and water mains therein, and 
the erection of telegraph, telephone and 
electric light poles therein; to impose such 
terms as to them may seem proper for 
the use of the streets and sidewalks for 
any purpose whatever, by any person or 
corporation, and to demand and collect 
for the use of the same such compensa­
tion as to the city council shall seem 
meet and proper; to regulate, establish 
and change the grade of all sidewalks, 
streets and premises, and to require and 
compel the cutting down or tilling up 
and raising of such streets and premises; 
to construct, regulate and keep in repair 
all bridges, culverts, sewers and crossings, 
and to control and regulate the use of 
the same; to construct, regulate and keep 
in repair all necessary sidewalks and foot­
ways and streets, to grade, cut down and 
fill up the same, to regulate the use, ana 
abate and remove encroachments and ob­
structions thereon, and to compel the re­
moval of the same, and to punish any 
person or corporation by fine or imprison­
ment, or by the imposition of a penalty to 
be collected in a civil suit, who shall en­
croach upon or obstruct the same, or who 
shall fail to have such encroachments 
withdrawn or such obstruction removed 
after being notified by the proper offi­
cer to remove or withdraw the same, and 
to provide by ordinance that each day 
such encroachment or obstructions, are 
permitted to remain after notice is served 
shall constitute a separate offense.

Sec. 24. The city council shall fix and 
determine the nature and extent of all 
sidewialks, curbing, street, drainage, and 
sewerage improvements, and decide as to 
the kind of material to be used. The cost 

of constructing or repairing (as the cast 
may be) of all sidewalks, footways, and 
curbing, and cost of grading, shelling, 
paving, repairing, or otherwise improving 
any avenue, street, alley, or other high­
way, or any portion thereof, within the 
limits of the city, and the cost of all 
drains or sewers laid and constructed 
wiithin the city, together with the cost of 
collecting thereof, shall, whenever, by a 
vote of two-thirds of the aidermen elect­
ed, such improvements shall be declared 
necessary for the public interests, be de­
frayed, in case of curbing, sidewalks, and 
street improvements, by the owner or 
owners of the lot or lots, block or blocks, 
tracts of land when not laid out into lots 
and blocks, abutting on such street or 
portion of street improved, according to 
the cost of work in front of the particu­
lar lot or block or tracts of land, and in 
case of sewerage or drainage improve­
ments, shall be defrayed by the owner or 
owners of such lot or lots, block or blocks, 
or tracts of land When not laid out into 
lots or blocks, according to the propor­
tionate benefits of the lots, blocks, or 
tracts of land within the sewerage or 
drainage districts hereinafter provided for, 
taking into consideration the area and lo­
cality of the property affected; and the 
cost of all such improvements shall be a 
tax and charge against the person or 
persons owning such lots, blocks or 
tracts of land ait the time such tax or 
any portion thereof shall become due as 
to such lots, blocks, and tracts of land, 
and a lien and encumbrance upon the land 

i itself; and said tax against the property 
owner may be collected, and a lien upon 
the property foreclosed in any court hav­
ing jurisdiction.

The city council shall have power to 
provided by ordinance for the laying out of 
drainage and sewerage districts within 
said city, and to provide for the cost of 
constructing main and lateral drains, 
sewers, or conduits in such districts, by 
assessments against the owner or owners 
of the lots, blocks, or tracts of land when 
not laid out into lots and blocks, in such 
sewerage and drainage district, according 
to the proportional benefits respectively 
to such lots, blocks, or tracts of land, 
in view of area and locality: and main 
sewers and drains may be constructed, 
and the cost of the same assessed (against) 
the land within such district as afore­
said in contemplation of additional lateral 
or cross sewers or drains being construct­
ed -within such district at some future 
time. The cost of constructing curb walls 
and gutters, and (sidewalks on the corner 
of any block shall be assessed against 
the owner or owners of the corner lot 
or tract of land abutting thereon: Pro­
vided. nothing in this act shall be con­
strued to prevent the city council from 
constructing sewers and drains, or making 
street improvements in whole or in part 
at the expense of the city, should it be 
deemed advisable to do so.

The city council shall, by resolution duly 
passed, designate the streets, or portions 
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of streets, on which curbing, sidewalks, 
or street improvements shall be made or 
constructed, and the district within which 
the sewerage or drainage improvements 
Shall be constructed, and the general na­
ture of the improvements to be miade, and 
the principal ingredients of the m'aterials 
to be used: Provided, however, that pro­
visions may be made in such resolution 
for receiving bids on more than one kind 
of material, or uf different modes of con- 
strudtion. Said resolution may be 
amended! or ©hanged by a two- 
third's vote of the city Council 
at any time previous to the publication of 
the advertisement for bids, and it shall 
be proper to embody in the same lan­
guage to the effect that the improvements 
contemplated will be made only on those 
portions of the slbreet or streets 
referred to where good! and 
sufficient 'improvements of like 
character do not exist; and in such event 
the mayor, as the work progresses, shall 
determine where such existing improve­
ments, if any, are in fact good and 
sufficient, within the meaning and intent 
of the resolution, and he shall direct the 
contractor accordingly; and any property 
owner shall have the privilege of put­
ting down his own sidewalks and curb­
ing In front of any lot owned by him, pro­
vided the same are completed or in course 
of construction prior to the leaving of 
materia1! near the same for the purpose 
by the contractor employed by the city, 
and if in course of construction are com­
pleted in a mannler siatisfadtory to the 
mayor at such time, to be determined by 
the mayor, as will not intere'fere with the 
work being otherwise done by the con­
tractor. When sewerage .or drainage 
improvements are contemplated, said res­
olution shall refer to the district within 
which property will be assessed for the 
payment of the same.

The cost of paving any street intersec­
tion under the provisions of this act shall 
be borne by the cfity, and the city coun­
cil is hereby authorized to levy for that 
purpose an annual ad valorem tax, not 
exceeding ^4 of 1 per cent per annum. 
The city shall have the same time in 
which to pay for said work as indiv.duals 
have under the provisions of this act; and 
street intersections as here used shall be 
deemed to mean all that portion of the 
street improved Within an extension of 
the block lines of the intersecting streets.

Any railroad or street railway company 
shall be 'liable for the cost of grading, 
paving, or otherwise improving the por­
tion of the street or intersections used or 
occupied by such railway company, and 
such cost shall be a lien upon the prop­
erty and franchises of the company. The 
portion of a street occupied by any rail­
road or any street railway company, 
Shall be deemed to mean all that portion 
of the same between the rails of all 
tracks laid, and extending twelve inches 
beyond the outer edge of the rails of 
such road, and including the space be­
tween double tracks and between the 
main track, side tracks or turnouts.

I Any railroad or street railway company 
[ proposing to occupy any street already 
I occupied by any such company shall, be- 
! sides paving along their tracks as above 
I provided, be required to also pave be- 
| tween the tracks of said two roads to 
' within twelve inches of the track of such 
i other road. And any person or corpora- 
1 tion having an easement in any land 
I not in but abutting on the street, shall 
[ be liable for street curbing, sidewalks, 
I drainage, or sewerage improvements tn 

same manner as though it or he were 
the owner of such land, and a lien shall 

| exist on such land, inclusive of such ease- 
1 ment right, to secure the cost of such 
i improvement.

Should any railroad or street railway 
company propose to lay a track on any 
street or portion of a street which shall 
have been improved under the provisions 
of section 23 et seq. of this act, it shall 
become liable, according to the portion of 
street occupied by such company as de­
fined above, for such portion of the cost 
of improvement as the city council may 
direct, not in excess of what would have 
been its proportion of the original cost 
of the improvement had its track been 
on the ground When the improvement 
was made; and such amounts, when col­
lected, shall be credited on the assess­
ments made against abutting property, 
and the eity council may, by ordinance, 
provide for the form and manner of col­
lecting and disbursing the same. Before 
any railroad or Street railway company 
Shall be permitted to occupy such im­
proved Street or portion of street it shall 
file with the city secretary, in writing 
prepared by the city attorney, an accept­
ance of the terms on which its occu­
pancy shall be permitted.

Sec. 25. After the passage of a resolu­
tion of the character next hereinbefore 
referred to, it shall be the duty of the 
city secretary to have said resolution 
or so much of the substance of the same 
advertised for not less than four days 
in some daily newspaper published in 
the city of Houston as will inform any 
person owning property liable to be af­
fected by said resolution of the fact that 
the making of improvements is contem­
plated by the city council, Which, if car­
ried out, will subject his property to a 
special tax assessment for the payment 
of the same, and no further action in 
regard to the proposed improvements re­
ferred to in such publication shall oe 
taken until the lapse of ten days from 
the first publication thereof; provided, 
however, that failure to advertise the 
same for more than one day, or any 
mistake or omlission in the wording of 
said ladvehtisement, shall in no way viti­
ate or affect the validity of special as­
sessments levied under the same.
After the passage of such resolutions, 

spec*ficat.o*ns for the improvements re­
ferred to m the same shall be prepared 
SX.J?6 Clty engineer, which specifications 
When prepared and adopted by the city



council shall be opened for public in­
spection in the office of the city secre­
tary or that of the city engineer; and 
it shall be proper to provide tn said 
specifications for such reasonable altera­
tions in the grade, plan, form or dimen- 
sions of the work, or additions to the 
same, as may become apparent or found 
to be necessary or expedient by the city 
engineer or board of public works, as the 
work referred to in same progresses; pro­
vided, however, that it shall be the duty 
of said board of public works to examine 
said specifications, and a majority of the 
members thereof shall indorse their report 
in reference to the same thereon, or af­
fix it thereto, before the same are ap­
proved by the city council; provided fur­
ther, however, that said city council shall 
nevertheless have the right, after such re­
port Shall have been made by the board ot 
public works, to amend or change said 
specifications without further reference to 
said board. , „ , ,After said specifications shall have been 
finally approved by the city council, bids 
for the construction of said improvements 
shall be solicited by public advertisement, 
duly made, which advertisement shall re­
fer to said specifications, and the work 
provided for in the same shall be ie»t to the 
lowest bidder, to be judged of by the city 
council. Said advertisement shall be pub­
lished in the city, inviting bids thereon, , 
and the same shall state the time wil€?l 
such proposals will be opened, and shall 
show the manner in which the work .s | 
to be paid for. All proposals shall be ] 
addressed to the city secretary and opened in 
the presence of the city council at a regular 
meeting. Bond to be fixed in amount by the 
city council and anproved by the mayor, shall 
be required of all contractors.

Sec. 26. After a bid for the construc­
tion of sidewalks, curbing, street drain­
age or sewerage improvements shall nave 
been accepted by the council, and a con­
tract for the construction of the same 
entered into, from time to time, as rap- 
idlv as practicable, there shall be pre­
pared by the city engineer a roll or rolls, 
showing the number of lots, blocks or 
tracts of land when not divided into lots 
or blocks, fronting on the. slbree't, alley, 
avenue or highway to be improved, or, 
in case of sewerage or drainage or other 
improvements within the district pro­
vided for. the name or names of the own­
er or owners of such lot or part of lot, 
block or tract of land, if known to the 
city engineer, and if unknown to him nt 
shall be so stated; the number of feet 
frontage of such lot or paht of lot, block 
or tract of land fronting on the portion 
of the street improved, in case of side­
walks, curbing or street improvements, 
and the proportional cosit to such lot or 
part of lot, block or tract of land, in view 
of area and locality, in case of sewerage 
or drainage improvements, and the total 
cost as ascertained and calculated by 
the city engineer of such improvements 
necessary to be borne by each, and to be 
paid by each owner of such property as 
described in such roll.

After said city engineer shall have pre­
pared a roll as provided for, covering 
any portion of the work -embraced in the 
contract, he shall indorse thereon a cer­
tificate in substance as follows: “I cer­
tify that the above and foregoing roll 
of ownership and estimate sheet is cor­
rect, and that I have honestly and faith­
fully prepared the same,” and he shall 
sign (ihis) name to such certificate. It 
shall then be the duty of the board of 
public works to examine such roll of 
ownership, and a majority of the mem­
bers of said board shall indorse thereon 
or attach thereto such report in refer­
ence to the same as they may deem 
proper. It shall also be the duty of the 
city attorney to examine said roll, nor 
Shall the same be submitted to the city 
coundil for approval until he shall have 
certified that such roll of ownership is 
in due form, as required by the city 
charter.

After the publication. of said resolu­
tion, hereinbefore referred to, it shall 
be the duty of all persons owning land 
liable to assessment for the cost of im- 
P’ cvements referred to in such resolution 
to file in the office of city engineer, previ­
ous to the completion of said roll of 
ownership, a correct description of all 
such land owned by them; and any one 
of them failing so to do shall not be per­
mitted, after the final approval of said 
roll of ownership to resist the payment 
of the full sum therein assessed ‘against 
him, or against property owned by him, 
on account of any mistake or omission in 
said roll pertaining to the description of 
the land so owned by him, or to the name 
or names appearing in said rolls as the 
owner of the same. It shall, however, be 
the duty of the city engineer to exercise 
reasonable diligence in ascertaining the 
name of the owner of the respective tracts 
of land referred to in such roll of owner­
ship, and in describing such tract of land 
correctly, and for this purpose it shall 
be sufficient for him to adopt the descrip­
tion and designation of ownership appear­
ing in the latest assessment rolls of the 
city of Houston, prepared for the purpose 
of general taxation completed at the time 
of the preparation of such rolls of owner­
ship. The said roll, when approved by the 
city council, shall be prima facie evidence 
that all the prerequisites required by law 
pertaining to the levying of said assess­
ments have been complied with, and in 
case of suit by said city to enforce said 
assessment, all the provisions of this act 
relating to misnomer, misdescription, and 
to suits against unknown owners in case 
of certificates, shall apply in favor of the 
city.

Sec. 27. After a roll of o-wnership shall 
have been prepared as above provided for. 
the same shall be placed in the office of 
the city secretary for public inspection, 
and it shall thereupon be the duty of the 
city secretary to cause to be published 
for not less than four days in some daily 
paper published in the city of Houston, a 

I notice in form substantially as follows: 
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“Persons owning property on (here Insert 
the name of street or streets, or descrip­
tion of portions of the same referred to 
in said roll, or a description of the terri­
tory or district to which the roll relates) 
are hereby notified that the roll of own­
ership showing' the amount of the special 
assessment tax levied against the owners 
of property above referred to to cover the 
cost of improvement made in accordance 
with the resolution of the city council re­
lating to the same, adopted (here insert 
the date of the resolution), has been placed 
in the office of the city secretary for in­
spection, in order that all persons inter­
ested therein, or to be affected thereby, 
may have an opportunity of calling the 
attention of the city council to any errors 
or mistakes connected with such assess­
ments levied against property owned by 
them, as shown in saJid rolls.” And said 
roll shall in no event be adopted or ap­
proved by the city council until after the 
lapse of ten days after the first publica­
tion of said notice; and on the filing of 
said roll in the office of the city secretary 
for public inspection, as aforesaid, it shall 
be the duty of the city secretary to mail 
a copy of said notice to the postoffice ad­
dress, as far as known to him, of all per­
sons whose names appear on said roll, 
and where the postoffice address of any 
person named in said roll is unknown to 
said city secretary, he shall address a let­
ter containing said notice to Houston. 
Texas; provided, however, that failure on 
the pa^t of said city secretary to comply 
with the provisions above stated in re­
spect to mailing said notice to any person 
named in said rolls shall in nowise impair 
or affect the validity of said roll or the 
validity of the assessment provided for by 
the same.

The publication of said resolution, or 
substance of the same, as hereinbefore 
provided for. and the publ’cation of said 
notice, shall be notice to nil persons own­
ing property against which special tax as­
sessment for sidewalk, street, drainage or 
sewerage improvements, or for ary other 
purpose, mw be me de ot the pendency of 
the proceedings had and to be had. , and 
the acts taken and to be taken in refer­
ence to the same, and such persons shall 
be permitted, at any time after the date 
of the firs+ of such publication, and pre­
vious to the final approval of said rolls 
by the citv council, by petition to the 
o4ty council filed w’th the ci tv secretarv, 
to object to any such acts and proceed­
ings. and show wherein tbev have been 
or may be wronged or iniured thereby.

to ask for a, revis?on or correction of 
the same: a^d thev shall he nermit+od. and 
It shall be their d”ty. before the final ap­
proval of such roll, to appear in person, 
or by agent or attorney before said city 
''O’-’-ne’]. and rot f/haroafter anv t’me 
before anv other tribima.l, frond and col­
lusion, which was then unknown and 
could not bv reasonable diligence have 
ho^n ascertained, excepted, and apply for 
■»*edress for such wrn^e- or iniury, and 
for the correction of °nAb errors as *hev 
^av point out and establish to the satis­
faction of said council; nor shall any 

such roll be finally approved by the city 
council after filing of such petition by 
any person so affected or liable to be af­
fected by said proceedings, until such pe­
tition shall have been heard and acted 
upon by the city council, although it 
Shall not be necessary to incorporate In 
the minutes of said city council its action 
thereon; and it shall be the duty of any 
person who may deem himself injured by 
the action or non-action of the city coun­
cil in reference to the matters contained 
in such petition, within five days after the 
approval of such roll of ownership, to ap­
ply to the proper court for an injunction, 
based on the facts alleged in such peti­
tion. restraining further action on the part 
of the city officials, or any of them, in- 
reference to the matter complained of in 
such petition, and to the extent of the pe­
titioner’s interest In the same; and neg­
lect or failure so to do shall forever estop 
such petitioner and all parties claiming 
under him from denying the correctness 
of said roll or the regularity of all pro- 
oeedings previously had in reference there­
to, or the validity of the special tax there­
in assessed against the land owned by 
him, and at all times and all proceedings 
In any court in which the validity of any 
special tax assessment that may have 
b^e11 laid under the charter of the city 
of Houston or amendments thereto, as 
shown by any roll of ownership purporting 
to have been prepared by the city en- 

in accordance with the provisions 
thereof may be called in question.

A recovery shall nevertheless be had in 
surh suit for such sum as ought to have 
hoen assessed against the tracrf- of land 
involved, according to the mode of an- 
no-rtfionment provided in the law of said 
^'t^r q.D-nlicable to such improvement: and 
if for anv reason in law or fact such re- 
rovony can not be had. then a recovery 
shall be fallowed' Quantum valebat. not 
exceeding the contract price for the im- 
nrovement in front of the lot or lots, 
block or blocks, or tracts of land In­
volved. according to the front foot rule 
or standard: and if for any reason in law 
or fact recovery can1 not be had in 
either of the above modes, then recovery 
shall he allowed, not exceeding the con­
tract price, to the extent and according 
to the standard of benefits from the im­
provement In Question to the lot or lots, 
block or blocks, or tract of land in­
volved.

And such recovery, in whichsoever 
mode allowed, shall be a lien on such lot 
or lots, block or blocks, or tract of land, 
for such amount as shall be established, 
together with 6 per cent thereon from the 
date of the acceptance of said work by 
*he city, 'and such lien shall be estab­
lished and foreclosed accordingly. Tn case 
of curbing, si’dewalk, and street improve­
ments. whether the recovery is had on 
the original assessment or otherwise, the 
ken shall extend in depth as to tracts of 
land not laid out into lots and blocks to 
the usual deoth of lots in said city, name­
ly, one hundred feet.
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Sec. 28. The sum assessed against each 
separate lot or tract of land, when not 
divided into lots described in the roll of 
ownership, shall bear interest at the rate 
of 6 per cent per annum firom the first 
day of the month next after the accept­
ance by the city council of the work em­
braced in said roll, and shall be divided 
by the city secretary into annual install­
ments, not less than three nor more than 
ten, as may be provided by the resolution 
authorizing said assessments, and of as 
nearly equal amounts, not less than $10 
each, as he may deem most convenient, 
and he shall add to each installment the 
amount of interest to become due on the 
entire amount of principal unpaid at tne 
maturity of said installment, and the sum 
so computed shall constitute the total 
amount due each year respectively on 
said tract of land; provided, that when 
the amount is so small that it can not be 
divided into three annual installments of 
not less than $10, it shall be divided by 
the city secretary into two annual in­
stallments and of as nearly equal 
amounts.

The first of said installments shall be­
come due on .he first day of the month 
next after the acceptance of the work 
embraced in said roll, and the remaining 
installments shall become due on the same 
day in each year thereafter ’until all are 
due; and the failure to pay any install­
ment, with interest thereon, within six 
months after it becomes due, Shall, at 
the option of the person entitled to col­
lect the same, cause all subsequent in­
stallments to mature, and shall authorize 
the foreclosure of the lien for all install­
ments of principal and interest unpaid.

The owner of any property subject to 
assessment may at any time, whether 
the same be due or not, pay the same 
or any part thereof, with interest to date 
of such payment, to the city treasurer, 
who will give a receipt therefor, and note 
the same on the assessimeut roll, and if 
an improvement certificate has issued 
therefor notify the owner thereof, if 
known, by card through the mail, and 
upon the presentation of said certificate 
apply the sum so collected towards its 
payiment, otherwise deposit the same as 
hereinafter provided in case of other 
collections of special assessments for 
street improvements; and the payment of 
any such assessment in full shall release 
said property and the owner thereof from 
any further liability for the work upon 
which said assessment was made or the 
obligation issue therefor.

Sec. 29. Where it has been provided by 
the contract that such improvements shall 
be paid for In timprovement certificates, 
such certificates may be issued for the 
sums assessed against the several sep­
arate tracts of land appearing on said 
roll, whether embracing one or more lots. 
Each certificate shall designate the tract 
of land against w*hich and the sums of 
money for which it is issued, the said 
sum has been assessed against said prop­
erty as its proportion of the cost of 

Street improvement made under a con­
tract between the ■city of Houston and 
(here mame the contractor), dated (here 
give the date), executed by virtue of a 
resolution of the City council of said city, 
passed (here give date), authorizing said 
improvements. It shall state the area or 
the frontage of the property upon which 
said assessment is based, the name of 
the owner, as mentioned in said roll, that 
it was issued by virtue of section 29 of 
the charter of the city of Houston, and 
that, as provided in section 24 of said 
charter, the sum of money for which it 
is issued is a tax against the owner of 
and a lien upon the property therein de­
scribed. That it is payable in (here state 
the number of) annual installments of 
(here state the number) dollars each, the 
first of Which is due on the first day of 
the month next after the work upon 
Which it is issued was accepted by the 
council, and that each of the remaining 
installments will become due on the same 
day in each year thereafter, until all are 
paid. That the entire amount of princi­
pal and interest represented in said cer­
tificate bears interest at the rate of 6 
per cent (from date until paid, and that 
failure to pay any installments of prin­
cipal and interest within six months after 
the same has become due shall at the 
option of the person entitled to collect 
the same cause all subsequent install­
ments to mature, and authorize the fore­
closure of the lien for all such install­
ments. (Such certificates shall be issued 
by series and numbers, and be dated on 
the first day of the month next after the 
work upon which they were issued was 
accepted by the city council, and may 
have attached to them as many coupons 
as there are installments to be provided 
for, each of which shall show the date, 
number and <eries of the certificates, the 
amount of principal and the amount of 
interest which it represents, and the date 
when it becomes due.

iSec. 30. When the resolution passed, as 
authorized by section 24 of this act, shall 
provide that the work of improvement 
to be done thereunder may be paid for in 
bonds of the city Of Houston, the city 
council, before bids have been advertised 
therefor, may, by ordinance duly passed 
by a two-thirds vote of all the aidermen 
elected, provide for the issuance of street 
improvement bonds. Said ordinance shall 
refer to said resolution by caption and 
date of pas-age, state the probable cost 
of said improvement as estimated by the 
city engineer, and authorize the mayor to 
have prepared bonds to that amount and 
of such denominations as may be deemed 
most convenient. Said bonds to run ten 
years, bear interest not to exceed 6 per 
cent per annum, with coupons therefor, 
attached, and to be secured by lien, as 
hereinafter provided, upon special assess­
ments for such street improvements.

After the bonds have been so prepared, 
bids may be advertised for said work, to 
be paid for either in cash or in said 
bonds, the bidder to state the price of the 
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work in each, -and the city reserving the 
option, at the completion and acceptance 
by the city council of any insballiment of 
said work, of paying ifor t!he same or any 
part thereof, either in cash or in said 
bonds, at the price named in said bid; and 
upon the execution in good faith of a con­
tract for the work authorized in said res­
olution, and not until then, said bonds 
may be sold, but in no event to be sold 
for less than par.

The special assessments against any 
property improved under the first resolu­
tion of the city council, as aforesaid, 
which shall be passed after the passage 
of this act, isihall constitute a special 
street ’improvement fund, to which fund 
the special assessments against other 
property for improvements made under 
subsequent resolutions of said city coun- 
sil providing for siimilar improvements, 
shall, from time to t.me, be added, in­
corporated into, and constitute part of 
said improvement fund, which fund shall 
be applied exclusively to the payment of 
such improveiments; and the bonds issued 
therefor, under whichever resolution 
made, and each and all such bonds shall 
be a lien and charge against so much of 
said fund as is equal in amount to the 
entire amount of said bonds and accrued 
interest at any time outstandiing.

All special assessments for such im­
provements shall be collected by the city 
treasurer, by suit if necessary, directly 
from the assessment rolls, and be noted 
thereon and receipted for by him under 
seal of the city, and under no circum­
stances shall any abatement of principal 
or interest be made in favor of any per­
son or property liable therefor on said 
rolls.

All such collections as made, with a 
statement of the rolls upon which they 
were made, together with the proceeds 
of the sale of said bonds, and the amount 
of such bonds, and also a statement of 
the amount of bonds paid out toward the 
payment for any such improvement, shall 
be by the said treasurer at once deposited 
With some bank in the city of Houston, 
to be designated by the city council as 
the trustee of said fund.

The City secretary shall also, from time 
to time, as such assessment rolls are 
approved by the city council, furnish to 
said trustee a certified statement, under 
the seal of the city, of the amount of 
such rolls, and under what resolutions 
the work embraced in said rolls was 
done; and under no circumstances shall 
said trustee pay any draft upon said 
fund which will have the effect of re­
ducing the amount thereof, including cash 
in the hands of said trustee and the un­
collected assessments on said rolls, to 
an amount aggregating less than the 
total amount of such improvement bonds 
then outstanding. Any excess of said 
fund over that amount, however, may be 
drawn out under authority of the city 
council, by check of the city treasurer, 
countersigned by the mayor and finance 
committee of said city; and after paying 

therefrom the matuired interest on any 
' of such bonds outstanding, under which­
ever of said resolutions the same were 
issued, the remainder shall be applied 
in payment for the work being done under 
either of ’said resolutions, as the same 
is accepted by the city council, and to 
no other purpose whatever.

Slaid city council may, in its discretion, 
provide by ordinance for the collection of 
said special assessments by the city treas­
urer by advertisement and sale in the 
same manner, so far as practicable, as 
in the case of general 'taxes levied by 
said city; and in such event all the 
provisions of said city charter relative to 
the collection of taxes and proceedings 
had in reference to tax sales under the 
same shall be applicable.

Sec. 31. There shall be appointed by the 
mayor and confirmed by the city council 
three citizens of the city, who shall con­
stitute a board of public works; who 
shall be appointed by the mayor at the 
first regular meeting after the election 
of said mayor. They shall hold their 
office for two years and until their suc­
cessors are appointed, and shall serve 
gratuitously. They shall be allowed, how­
ever, $500 annually, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary, to cover any ex­
pense incurred in the performance of their 
duties. All matters pertaining to public 
improvements involving an outlay of as 
much as $1000 shall be referred to said 
board before they are finally approved 
by the council; and they Shall, within 
ten days thereafter, make their report 
thereon, with such recommendations as 
they may deem expedient. They shall 
examine an’d pass upon all plans and 
specifications relating to such improve­
ments, and on all bids for the work em­
braced therein; and after the completion 
of any such work isihall examine and re­
port whether the same has been com­
pleted according to’contract; and no plans 
or specifications for any such work shall 
be adopted, bids accepted, contracts 
awarded, or Work accepted for any such 
improvement until the report of sa?d 
board in reference to said matters shall 
have been received by the council, or 
until afterxlthe expiration of ten days 
after the matter was referred to them. 
Said board may also originate and sug­
gest public improvements, and prepare 
and recommend plans therefor, including 
all matters pertaining to their construc­
tion.

Sec. 32. The city council shall have au­
thority, by ordinance or resolution, to 

order the repair of any sidewalk or curb 
wall in front of any private property; to 
order the filling up or draining any prop­
erty where water is liable to accumulate 
and become stagnant; to order the proper 
and permanent connection of sinks and 
water closets with the public sewers, the 
removal of privies, and the filling up of 
cesspools; to order the cutting of weeds 
and tall grass on private property and 
on the adjacent S’dewalks; to establish. 
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regulate and control cemeteries; to lo­
cate and regulate the management of 
slaughter pens; and generally to order 
and control the doing of any work of a 
sanitary character whiich may be deemed 
necessary on or about any premises 
within the limits of the city of Houston, 
and Ilo prescribe the time within which 
the same shall be done.

On the passage of any such ordinance 
or resolution, the same shall be pub­
lished at least four days in some daily 
newspaper published in said city; and it 
shall thereupon be the duty of the owners 
of the prem ses on which work of the 
character named in said ordinance or 
resolution is ordered to be done, or the 
owner of the lot or tract of land when 
not divided into lots, abutting upon the 
street at the place where the repairing 
or construction of sidewalks or curb 
walls is ordered, to comply with the di­
rections and orders contained in such 
resolution, and perform or cause to be 
performed on such premises or adjacent 
to the same the work therein directed to 
be done, within the period prescribed in 
said resolut on, to the satisfaction of the 
city engineer or such other officials as 
may be provided by the ordnances of 
said city, in accordance with such in­
structions as may, on application, be 
given by such official, when all needful 
instructions shall not be contained in the 
resolution itself.

And should any said property owner 
fail or neglect to comply with the re­
quirements of such resolution before the 
lapse of the period therein prescribed, 
within thirty days after his or her atten­
tion shall have been called to said reso­
lution by any officer of the city, by mail 
or otherwise, or within thirty days after 
the lapse of sa1 d period to be prescribed 
in the said resolution, and after the pub­
lication of the same, when such owner 
or his residence is unknown to the mayor, 
then the mayor may order the work to 
be done by some official of the city, who 
shall keep a correct account of the cost 
of the same, and the cost and expense 
of doing such work, when done by the 
city, together with 6 per cent in addi­
tion thereto as a penalty, shall be a 
tax and charge against the person or 
persons owning the lot or tract of land 
on which such work may be done, or 
abutting upon the street or highway at 
the place where such work done is done, 
and a lien and incumbrance upon the land 
itself; and such tax and charge against 
said property owner shall be due on com­
pletion of the work, and shall be col­
lected promptly by the city assessor and 
collector, and if not paid within thirty 
days thereafter, after becoming due, the 
same may be collected, wlith 6 per cent 
interest per annum, and the lien fore­
closed in any court having jurisdiction. 
An itemized bill or statement of the cost 
of the work, when done by the city under 
the provisions of this section, after being 
duly sworn to by the officer under whose 
direction the work has been done, and 

after being approved by the mayor, shall 
be prima fac.e evidence in any court of 
the performance of the work stated in 
such bill, at the cost therein stated, and 
compliance with all the provisions of 
this act, and that the amount stated is 
a just charge and tax against the proper­
ty owner therein named, and a lien upon 
the property described as shown therein, 
subject to such correction as to such 
court shall seem meet and proper.

Sec. 33. The city council is hereby au­
thorized and empowered to take and con­
demn land and real estate within the cor­
porate Emits of said city to the public 
use for streets, alleys and highways, and 
for extending and widening the same; 
and for public wharves and landing 
places for steamers and other crafts; for 
public schools and for public squares, 
parks and pleasure grounds. For the on- 
demnation of any land or real estate, the 
following proceedings shall be had: The 
city council shall pass a resolution de­
scribing by metes and bounds the lands 
to be condemned, stating for what pub­
lic purpose it is intended to be used, and 
thereupon the provisions contained in ar­
ticles 4183 to 4205a, inclusive, of the Re­
vised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, 
A. D. 1879, relating to the condemnation 
of lands by railway companies shall reg­
ulate and control the proceedings had and 
taken by said city for condemnation pur­
poses, so far as applicable.

After the passage of a resolution of the 
character next above mentioned, and af­
ter proceedings have been had thereunder 
for the condemnation of any real estate, 
and after ‘he cost of condemn wg and 
obtaining title to the land in question shall 
have been ascertained, it shall be the duty 
of the mayor to appoint three disinter­
ested and competent persons, whose ap­
pointment shall be confirmed by the city 
council, who shall act as special assess­
ment and apportionment committee. It 
shall be the duty of said committee to 
view the neighborhood and premises in 
question, and under their instructions a 

shah be prepared hv the citv en­
gineer, embracing the territory in which, 
in their opinion, land has been or will be 
benefited or enhanced in value by the im­
provement for which said condemnation 
proceedings shall have (been) had.

The city engineer shall also prepare, in 
connection with said map, a roll of owner­
ship, showing the number of lots, blocks 
or tracts of land when not divided into 
lots and blocks, in the said territory 
above referred to, the name or names of 
the owner or owners of such lot, block 
or tract of land, if known to the said city 
eng'neer. and if unknown it shall be so 
stated, and the area of such lot, part lot, 
block or tract of land.

Said apportionment committee shall 
thereupon assess and apportion two-thirds 
of the entire expenses incurred by the 
city, or such parts thereof as the city 
council, io its discretion, may determine, 
not exceeding two-thirds, in obtaining title 
to the property condemned, against such 
owners, according to the benefit conferred 
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or to be derived from the improvement 
contemplated by such condemnation, tak­
ing into account the respective areas and 
locations of the different tracts of lands, 
and the distances of the same from the 
property condemned, which sums thus 
assessed and carried out on the said roll 
against the respective lots, blocks or 
tracts of land therein named shall be a 
tax and charge against the person or per­
sons owning the same at the time of the 
final approval of said roil by the city coun­
cil, and a lien and encumbrance against 
the land itself, which tax and charge 
may be collected and the lien upon the 
property foreclosed in any court having 
jurisdiction.

The city engineer shall indorse on said 
roll a certificate in substance as follows: 
“I certify 'that the foregoing roll of own­
ership and assessment sheet is correct,” 
and he shall sign his name to the same; 
and said apportionment committee shall 
make and indorse thereon an affidavit in 
form and substance as follows: “We, 'the 
undersigned apportionment committee, do 
solemnly swear that we have justly, im­
partially and to the best of our ability 
prepared, and caused to be prepared, the 
above and foregoing assessment roll, and 
the same is. ito the best of our knowledge 
and belief, correct and fair.” It shall 
thereupon be the duty of the city attor­
ney to examine .said roll of ownership, 
and the same Shall not be submitted to the 
city council for approval until he shall 
have certified that said roll is in due form, 
as required by the city charter.

Said roll of ownership shall then be de­
posited with 'the city secretary, and no­
tice of its filing, calling attention to the 
fact that a special tax assessment has 
been made against the property embraced 
in said roll to pay the cost and expenses 
of condemning the property, shall be pub- 
hshed in some newspaper published in 
Houston for five success we days; and 
where the owner or owners of any prop­
erty embraced in said roll of ownership 
are unknown, it Shall be the duty of the 
city secretary to send, through the United 
States mails, written or printed notices, 
rn substance the same as is required to be 
published; and the same proceedings shall 
be had in regard to said roll of ownership, 
and in regard to its approval by the city 
council, and in regard to corrections and 
changes being made in same, and in re­
gard to the division of assessments there­
in named into installments, and the col­
lection of the same by the city, and in 
regard1 to all other matters pertinent 
thereto, as have hereinbefore been provid­
ed for in reference to special assessments 
for streets, sidewalks, sewerage and 
drainage improvements, as far (as) ap­
plicable; and all the provisions of this 
act relative to such special assessments 
shall be equally applicable to the special 
assessment leivied to cover the cost and 
expense of condemning land, so far as 
may be practicable, and the city council 
of the city of Houston shall pass such 
ordinances as may be necessary to supply 
all deficiencies in respect thereto.

Section 34. That said city counc.l are 
hereby authorized, and it is hereby de­
clared to be their duty, in all cases where 
special tax assessments for public im­
provements, or improvement certificates 
issued m payment for the same, -hich 
may be declared void by any court of last 
resort by reason of the want of power or 
authority to make or issue the same, or by 
reason of non-compliance with any of the 
provisions of the charter of said city ex­
isting at the time, whether of a jurisdic­
tional character or otherwise, at any t.me 
thereafter, to reassess and relevy the 
amount of such assessment or taxes so 
declared void, and to collect and author­
ize the collection of the same in the same 
manner as though such assessment or cer­
tificate had been originally valid. The re- 
asessment or relevy of any general tax or 
special assessment may be made directly 
by the city council, or in such mode as to 
them may seem meet and proper, nor shall 
any person whatsoever be heard to corn­
plain of the manner and form • of such 
reassessment, or of the result thereof, 
unless he can show substantial injury 
to himself therefrom accruing, and in 
such event only to the extent of the in­
jury or loss shown; and the provisions 
of this section and of the next preceding 
sections of this act, from section L4 to 
section 33 inclusive, shall be liberally con­
strued in favor of said city, or in favor 
of the contractor doing said work, or 
persons holding under him, to the end 

. that in all cases the payment of both 
general taxes and special tax assessment 
may be rigidly and impartially enforced. 
Provided, that this act shall not validate 
any certificate heretofore issued, nor shall 
such certificate be reissued, nor shall any 
roll of ownership ever be approved for 
improvements made prior to this act, ex­
cept contracts now pending.

Section 35. If the purchaser at any tax 
sale, or at any sale under proceedings 
had to foreclose a tax lien on property 
sold :n the city of Houston for non-pay­
ment of general taxes or special tax as­
sessments by said city, shall fail to ac­
quire a valid title to the prupeny so pur­
chased by him, by reason of any irregu­
larity or defect in the assessment or levy, 
or for any other reason whatsoever, 
whether of a jurisdictional character or 
otherwise, such purchaser shall neverthe­
less have a lien on the property so pur­
chased for the taxes which would have 
been due on the same had all proceedings 
in reference thereto been leg il and regu­
lar, together with all costs connected 
therewith; also for all taxes, both gen­
eral and special, by him subsequently 
paid on said property, with interest on 
all of such sums at the rate of 6 per cent 
per annum; and he shall be entitled to 
judgment for such amounts and for the 
enforcement of the lien against the owner 
of said property in the same action 
wherein the inability (invalidity) of sa d 
tax sale or the sale under foreclosure 
of the tax lien is declared void, together 
with his cos^s incurred in such’action.

Sec. 36. The city council shall have 
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power and authority to secure the safety 
and convenience of passing in the streets, 
sidewalk's, and other places in the city.

To fix the squaring and ito prevent en­
croachments and obstructions on t'he 
streets, sidewalks, squares, ways, levees, 
public roads and places.

To fix the place for the anchoring of 
water craft on Buffalo bayou.

To establish an active system of inspec­
tion over the conduct of persons ana 
premises.

To prevent cattle, horses, swine, goats, 
geese, and animals from running- at large 
in the streets or within such prescribed 
limits as may be established by the 
city council.

To esbabliish and regulate public founds, 
and to regulate, restrain and prohibit the 
running at Large of horses, mules, cattle, 
sheep, sw.ne, goats and geese, and to 
authorize the distraining, impounding and 
sale of t'he same for the costs of the 
proceedring and the penalty incurred, and 
to order their destruction when they can 
not be sold, and to impose penalties on 
the owners thereof for violation of any 
ordinance, ana to impose penalties on the 
owners or keepers thereof.

To tax, regulate, restrain and prohibit 
the running at large of dogs, and to au­
thorize their desbruo'tiion when at large 
contrary to ordinance, and to impose pen­
alties 'on the owners or keepers thereof.

To prohibit and restrain the rolling of 
h’oops, flying of kites, firing of firecrack­
ers, use of velocipedes, or use of any py­
rotechnic or any other amusement or 
practices tending to annoy persons pass­
ing in the streets or sidewalks, or to 
frighten horses or teams; to restrain and 
prohibit the ringing of bells or the blow­
ing 'of horns and bugles, crying of goods, 
and all other noises, practices and per­
formances tending to the collecting of 
persons on the streets and sidewalks, by 
auctioneers and others, for the purpose 
of business, amusement or otherwise.

To establish and maintain a city police, 
prescribe the duties of policemen and reg­
ulate their conduct.

To provide for lighting the streets by 
gas, electricity, or other means, and for 
this purpose may establish gas works or 
electric works for the manufacture of gas 
or electricity for the use of the city and 
the finhabitants thereof at cost price.

To determine in wbat part of the city 
slaughter houses, bone boilers, soap mak­
ers, brick yards, or other establishments 
of any business which is or may be in­
jurious to the value of adjacent property, 
or unwholesome or disagreeable to the 
occupants of adjacent property, shall not 
be allowed to be carried on or to be 
erected, and to regulate the same, and 
provide for the removal of such estab­
lishments.

To determine in what part of the city 
wooden buildings shall not be erected; 
wfthin the limits prescribed, no person 

shall be permitted to erect sucih buildings; 
to prevent gunipowder or other explosive 
material, kerosene oil or other inflamma­
ble oils being stored within the city limits 
in such quantity as to endanger the safe­
ty of adjacent property.

To provide means for the protection 
against: and the extinguishment of con­
flagrations, afid for the regulation, main­
tenance, and support of a fire depart­
ment.

To permit or forbid theaters, balls or 
other public amusements, and to suppress 
the same whenever the preservation of 
order, tranquillity, or public safety may 
require.

To close dram shops, drinking saloons, 
and other places Where intoxicating li­
quors are Sold, anld! variety theaters, 
whenever necessary or expedient.

To define Wh'at shall be a nuisance in 
said city, and to aba'te them by sum­
mary proceedinlgs.

To prohibit the burial of the dead with­
in the limits of the city, and to regulate 
such burial when allowed.

To prohibit and punish keepers and in­
mates of bawdy houses and variety 
shows, and to segregate and regulate the 
same, and to determine such inmates and 
keepers to be vagrants, and provide the 
punislhment of such persons.

To provide a work house for vagrants 
and disorderly persons who are unable to 
pay fines, and to make regulations con­
cerning the same.

To regular weights and measures, fix 
standards of weight and measure, and to 
fix penalties for hot using the same.

1'0 provide and keep a city prison.
To make all needful and proper regula­

tions concerning bakers, butchers, keep­
ers of taverns, grog shops, and other 
public houses, draymen, horse drivers, 
water carriers, omnibus drivers, hack 
drivers and drivers of baggage wagons, 
and especially to preserve order and pre­
vent noise and confusfon in and about 
the severail depots on the arrival and de­
parture of railway trains.

To prevent extortion by carriers of pas­
sengers or baggage, hacks, drays and all 
nublilc conveyances by establishing maxi­
mum rates of Charges.

To suppress gambling houses, and to 
punish keepers of gambling houses, and 
all persons who play alt cards or games 
of any kind, and to punish persons who 
sell lottery tickets, or who advertise lot­
tery drawings or sdhernes and the results 
of the drawings of 'lotteries.

To (Jirect and control the laying and 
conistruction of railroad tracks, turnouts 
and switches, and that they be required 

I to be constructed and laid out so as to 
interfere as little as possible with the 

; ordinary travel and use of the streets.
To require railway companies to keep 

the streets through which they run in re­
pair, and to light the same whenever 
deemed necessary.
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To construct and keep inurepair bridges 
and crossings at the intersection lof streets 
and avenues, and over all ditches, sewers 
and culverts on the line of the railways.

To regulate the speed oif engines and 
locomotives withih the city.

To prohibit and regulate the ringing of 
bells and blowing of whistles of railroad 
engines and locomotives within tne city 
limits.

The right to prescribe the number of 
hours of labor to constitute a day’s work 
for all laborens, workmen and mechanics 
who may be employed by or on behalf of 
the city, wihich shall apply to all me­
chanics, workingmen and laborers em­
ployed by the city of Houston, through 
its agents or officers, or in the employ 
tof .persons .cohtraciting with the city 
of Houston for the performance of public 
work.

To prescribe the fees that shall be paid 
the city scavenger for the removal of 
night soil, to prohibit any one except 
the city scavenger, or those ii^ his em­
ploy, from removing or carrying away 
the contentis of any privy, vault or wat r- 
closet, or any receptacle of human excre­
ment.

The right to prescribe by ordinance 
that it shall be the duty of the health 
officer, or other officers to be designated 
in the ordinance, whenever, in his judg­
ment, it may be necessary to notify the 
landlord or owners of property that their 
premises need cleaning, and to have the 
same cleaned within a certain time and 
fine sny person who fails or refuses to 
so do.

To prescribe by ordinance that the 
landlord or owner of property who fails 
or refuses to pay the city scavenger tor 
the removal of night soil from the 
premises owned by him the rate fixed by 
law for such removal to be fined upon 
conviction in the recorder’s court in any 
sum not less than $1, nor more than 
$100.

To provide for th? construction, regula­
tion and inspection of buildings in the' 
lim.it of the city of Houston for the more 
effectual prevention of fires and the bet­
ter protection of life and property therein 
and to prescribe that plans for building 
be submitted to the superintendent of 
buildings or other officer designated by 
the council of the City of Houston, who 
shall inspect the same and if not in con­
formity with the regulations of the city 
of Houston in regard to the proper con­
struction of buildings so as to prevent 
and control fires and better protect the 
life and property of the inhabitants of 
the city of Houston to prohibit the con­
struction of said building, and to tear 
down said building if built without first 
obtaining permission after submitting 
plans, and said superintendent of build­
ings, or other officer designated by the 
city council, shall have the right to in­
spect buildings to see if they are in con­
formity with the ordinance of the city 
of Houston regulating the same and the 

city of Houston shall have the right to 
fine parties upon conviction before the 
recorder, who shall refuse or fail to com­
ply with the building ordinances of the 
city of Houston; and the said city of 
Houston shall have the right to require 
parties who own or are having build­
ings constructed to pay the superinten­
dent of buildings, or other officer desig­
nated by the city council of the city ot 
Houston, a reasonable fee for inspect­
ing the plans and buildings.

To restrain, punish, regulate and con­
trol, license and locate, all houses of 
prostitution or assiigmaltion, and keepers 
and inmates thereof, and to provide a sys­
tem of inspection of the inmates thereof, 
for the preservation of the public health.

To regulate, punish or control and 
license all gambling, and keepers of 
games and gambling houses, and those 
who bet on games and gambling devices.

To erect and establish one or more 
work houses, or houses of correction, 
within or outside the city limits; make 
all necessary rules and regulations there­
of, and appoint all necessary keepers and 
assistants. In such work house, or house 
of correction, may be confined all va­
grants, stragglers, idle, suspicious and 
disorderly persons, who may be commit­
ted by the mayor or recorder; and any 
person who shall fail or refuse to pay 
the fine, penalty or costs imposed tor 
any misdemeanor or breach of any ordin­
ance of the city, may, instead of being 
committed to jail, be kept there.n, subject 
to labor and confinement.

To compel and force all offenders 
against any ordinance of this city, found 
guilty by the recoider and sentenced to 
imprisonment, to labor on the streets and 
alleys of said city, or on any public works 
under such regulations as may by ordin­
ance be established.

To prevent any person from bringing, 
depositing or having within the limits of 
said city any dead carcass or other offens­
ive or unwholesome substance or matters, 
and to require the removal or destruction 
by any person who shall have placed, 
or caused the same to be placed, upon or 
near his premises, or elsewhere, of any 
substance or matter, filth or putrid or un­
sound beef, pork or fish, hides or skins of 
any kind, and on his default, to author­
ize the removal or destruction thereof 
by some officer of the city; and require 
the owner of any dead animal to remove 
the same to such place as may be de­
signated.

To prevent, regulate and control the 
driving of cattle, horses and all other ani­
mals into or through the city.

The city council shall have power to 
pass, publish, amend or repeal all or­
dinances, rules and police regulations not 
contrary to the constitution of this State, 
for the good government, peace and or­
der of the city and the trade and com­
merce thereof, that may be necessary or 
proper to carry into effect th© powers vest­
ed by this act in the corporation, • the 
city government, or any department or of­
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ficer thereof; to enforce the observance 
of all such rules, ord'inances and police 
regulations, and to punish violations 
thereof by fines, penalties and imprison­
ment in the prison, work house or house 
of correction, or both, in the discretion of 
the court before which conviction may be 
had; but no fine or penalty shall exceed 
two hundred dollars, nor the imprison­
ment more than three months, for any 
offense, unless a larger fine ana lOiigeir pe­
riod of imprisonment is herein allowed; 
and for any fine, penalty and costs im­
posed by the recoruer m the tr.al of any 
cause on complaint before him, execution 
may issue to collect such fine and costs, 
to be levied and executed in the same ( 
manner that executions are from the ; 
courts of criminal jurisdiction. The same , 
shall be issued by the recorder or the 
clerk of the recorder’s court, if there be , 
such clerk, and under the seal of the 
court, if it have a seal, to the chief of po- , 
lice, who in levying on property and sell- : 
ing, shall have like power and authority i 
as the sheriff of the county in executions 
issued from the district court; and the 
laws of the State, so far as applicable, 
shall apply to and be in full force and 
effect, as to the executions issued from 
the recorder’s court, and the chief of 
police in executing the same. Any person 
upon whom any fine or penalty is im­
posed may be committed until the pay­
ment of the same with costs, and in de­
fault thereof may be imprisoned in the 
city prison, or the work house, or house 
of correct.on, or may be re- 
ouired to work on the streets 
or other public work of the city for such 
time and in such manner as may be pro­
vided by ordinance; provided, such im­
prisonment shall not exceed three months, 
unless a longer period is herein allowed.

To prevent all trespasses, breaches of 
the peace and good order, assault and 
batteries, fighting, quarreling, using abus­
ive, obscene, profane and insulting lan­
guage, misdemeanors, and all disorderly 
conduct, and punishing all persons thus 
off ending.

To prevent and punish the keeping of 
houses wherein indecent, loud or immod­
est dramatic theatrical representations 
are given, and to adopt summary meas­
ures for the removal or supression of all 
such establishments.

The city council shall have power to re­
quire on due notice all railway companies 
owning tracks within the city limits, 
which may have been or may hereafter 
be abandoned by them, by nonuser, to 
remove such tracks and to restore at 
their own expense the street or way upon 
which such abandoned track is located to 
proper grade.

To prevent, prohibit and suppress horse 
racing, immoderate riding or driving in 
the streets, to prohibit and punish the 
abuse of animals, to compel persons to 
fasten their horses, or other animals, at­
tached to vehicles or otherwise, w’hlie 
standing or remaining in the streets.

To restrain and punish vagrants, mend­

icants, sitreet beggars and prostitutes, in­
mates of bawdy and disorderly houses 
and gamblers, and the different kinds of 
vagrants, as defined by the State Penal 
Code.

To regulate the inspection and vending 
of fresh meats, milk, poultry, fish, fruit, 
vegetables, butter, lard and other pro­
visions, and the place and manner of 
selling fish ana inspecting the same.

To make such rules and regulations in 
relation to butchers as they may deem 
necessary and proper.

The city council shall have power to 
prevent the encumbering of the streets, 
alleys, sidewalks and public grounds with 
carriages, wagons, carts, hacks, buggies 
or any vehicle whatever, or with bones, 
lumber, timber, firewood, posts, awnings, 
signs or any other substance or material 
whatever, or in any other manner what­
ever; w compel all persons to keep all 
weeds, filth and every kind of rubbish 
from the sidewalks, streets and gutters 
in front of the premises occupied by 
them; to require and compel the owners 
of property to fill up, grade, shell and 
otherwise improve the sidewalks in front 
of 'and adjoining their property; to reg­
ulate and inspect the construction and 
erection of all buildings, and to cause 
unsafe and dangerous or dilapidated 
buildings to be made safe or be removed, 
and to prohibit the use of certain ma­
terial deemed unsafe; and to regulate and 
locate the erection of all poles in said 
city, and to cause the same at any time 
to be changed or removed, whether tele­
graph, telephone, electric light, railway 
or otherwise.

The city council, for the purpose of 
guarding against the calamities of fire, 
may prohibit, the erection, building, plac­
ing, moving or (repairing of wooden build­
ings within such limits in said city as 
they may designate and prescribe; and 
may also, within said limits, prohibit the 
moving or putting up of any wooden 
buildings from without said lim­
its; and may also prohibit the 
removal of any wooden budding 
from one place to another w.thin 
said limits, and may direct, require and 
prescribe that all buildings with.n the 
limits so designated and prescribed as 
aforesaid, shall be made or constructed 
of fire-proof materials; and to prohibit 
the rebuilding or repairing of wooden 
buildings within the fire limits, when the 
same shall have been damaged to the ex- 
t'hat of >33 1-3 per cent of the value there­
of, and may prescribe the manner of as­
certaining such damage, may declare all 
dilapidated buddings itio be nuisances, and 
direct the same to be repaired, removed 
or abated in such a manner as they shall 
prescribe and direct; to declare all wood­
en buildings' in the fire limits, which they 
deem dangerous to contiguous buildings, 
or in causing or promot.ng fires, to be 
nuisances, and require and cause the 
same to be removed in such manner as 
they shall prescribe.
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And generally to make and establish all 
rules and regulations, by-laws and ordi­
nances which may contribute to and pro­
mote the 'better administration of the of­
ficers of the said city, as well as for the 
maintenance of 'the peace, 'tranquility of 
sa.d city, and for the proftedtion of the 
persons and property of ifs inhabitants.

The city council shall also have power 
to pass ordinances authorizing the de­
stroying of cloithing, bedding, furniture 
and buildings infected with the germs of 
any contagious or infectious disease, when 
in the opinion of -the city health officer 
the public health requires the destruction 
of the same, and may also in the same 
manner authorize the destruction or re­
moval of (buildings or other objects, af­
ter the same shall have been declared a 
nuisance by the city council; provided, the 
city shall pay the value of such property 
to the owners thereof before destroying 
the same.

The city shall have power to enforce rhe 
observance of ordinances adopted by the 
city council, either by imposition of penal­
ties to be collected by civil proceedings 
in suits brought by the city, or by fine 
and imprisonment, as may be deemed 
most expedient; provided, however, that 
no penalty imposed for the violation of 
any ordinance shall exceed the sum of two 
hundred dollars, and there shall be only 
one recovery had for all acts committed 
previous to the institution of a suit for 
the recovery of such penalties; and any 
person or corporation violating an ordi­
nance of the city of Houston, to enforce 
the observance of which a penalty may 
have been imposed in lieu of a fine, shall 
be liable to the city in a civil suit brought 
for the amount of such penalty in either 
of the justice counts of precinct No. 1 in 
Harris county, Texas.

And it shall be the duty of the city 
council, within six months after the pass­
age of this charter, to have compiled, 
printed and published in book form, con- . 
venient of access by all citizens, all the 
ordinances of the city which may at the 
time be in force; and all such ordinances 
not so published shall thereafter become 
void; nor shall any ordinance hereafter 
passed take .effect or be in force until 
the same has been published in some 
newspaper in said city.
. Sec. 37. iNo person shall erect any build­
ing or fence in the city without first ob­
taining a permit from the mavor and hav­
ing the lines of his property established 
by the city engineer; provided, that fences 
may be constructed on interior lines with­
out such permit, and the lines of property 
not subdivided into lots or blocks may be 
established and ifenoes built thereon with­
out such permit; but all perm'ts for build­
ing houses or fences shall be issued by 
the mayor or city engineer free of charge.

Sec. 38. The city council may pro­
vide, own and maintain water works for 
the use of the city and the inhabitants; 
and for this purpose may issue and cause 
to be issued the bonds .of the city in such 

I su??s, a? nlay be requisite and necessary’, 
I ^bich bonds shall near interest at the 

.ate of not exceeding 6 per cent, and 
shall not be sold at less than-par. The 

| city council, by resolution, shall fix the 
rI\cLm-I'nation such bonds arid the date 01 their maturity; provided that no such 

tends shall be issued or sold until a plant 
or sufficient capacity has been contracted 
tor, and then only a sufficient number of 
bonds shall be issued to cover the actual 
cost of constiluction or purchase.

manner the city council may 
establish gas works or electric works, or 
both, in the discretion of the council, and 
may issue the bonds of the city of Hous­
ton in like manner and under like restric­
tions as provided in1 this section for the 
establishing’ of water works.

iSec. 39. The city council shall have 
authority, by ordinance duly passed or 
enacted, to provide for a system of pub­
lic free schools and for a public library 
in the city of Houston, and to this end 
may make appropriations of the revenues 
of the city in amounts within the discre­
tion of the council, and may receive do­
nations of books, papers, magazines, pe­
riodicals or other prcpeiuy or money for 
the benefit of and maintenance of such 
public library.

Sec. 40. lit shall be the duty of the mayor, 
at the last meeting of the oity council 
held in January of each and every year to 
present to the city council a message con­
taining a statement of the financial con­
dition of the city, including an itemized 
estimate of the cost of maintaining the 
various departments of the city go/ern- 
r ent for the ensuing year, and the sums 
of money which, in his opinion, should 
be appropriated for the maintenance of 
such respective departments, together 
with his recommendations in regard to 
such appropriation, and in regard to the 
percentage of taxation, and amount of 
occupation tax necessary to be levied for 
such ensuing year

It shall be the duty of the city council 
at its first meeting in February of each 
and every year to appropriate such sums 
of money respectively for each of the va­
rious departments of the city government 
as said city council shall deem necessary 
for the proper maintenance of the same 
during the current year. Such current 
year shall be deemed to begin on the 
first day of January previous to such 
meeting and to ,enid on the 31st day of De­
cember next thereafter. Said council at 
said meeting shall accordingly appropriate 
a certain sum of money for the use of 
each of the following departments of 
said city government, to-wit: Public 
school department, police department, fire 
department, street department, bridge de­
partment, public health department, salaries 
of officials, not included in appropria­
tions for the foregoing department, public 
lights, water works and such other de­
partments as it may be deemed proper to 
mention, together with an appropriation
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for the sum deemed necessary to cover • 
all miscellaneous expenses not mentioned 
under the head of any special department; > 
and it shall he the duty of the city sec­
retary to keep a separate account with 
each of such departments, and he shah j 
be prepared at every regular meet! g cf ‘ 
the city council to give information as ; 
to the amount expended and the balance 
remaining' to tne credit of any depar— j 
ment; and no draft shall be drawn upon 
or paid by the city treasurer unless ‘’he . 
same shows on its face to which of said ; 
departments the sum of money named in | 
the same should be charged.

fiiec. 41. Thiait the council shall have 
power and authority to establish one or 
more markets and market places, and 
within reiaJS'Ooable hours, mot later than 
10 o’clock daily, to prevent the sale of 
fresh meats, game, fresh fish, poultry, 
eggs, vegetables and such country pro­
duce as is usulally sold in markets at any 
place in said city other than said mar­
kets and market places so established, 
or at least eight blocks from such mar­
kets so established, and to have full 
power to act in all matters pertaining to 
the welfare of the city market, and to 
collect market licenses and privileges; to 
rent and lease for such length of time as 
the city 'council mtay determine, not ex­
ceeding one year, stalli's or stands in said 
market for the sale of the before men­
tioned articles, and to regulate and fix 
the nrices at which said stands or stalls 
shall be rented, and to provide for 
prompt collection of rent of the same, 
and to pay ail expenses of collection 
thereof, and for properly caring for and 
keeping in repair the market building 
and for pavement of streets fronting on 
and adjacent thereto, and for insurance 
of the same and it® 'contents; and such 
care, navflng, insurance and general keep­
ing of said market houses shall be paid 
for out of the revenues collected out of 
said market houses.

Sec. 42. That the market and market 
nrivileges of said city may be let and 
farmed out annually to the highest bid­
der, at public Outcry, alt the market house, 
after ten dlavs notice of the time, place, 
and terms shall have been published in 
one of the city papers, and two copies 
posted in consipicuous plaices in said mar­
ket bouse. The city council shall, before 
the day of letting, fix upon the minimum 
sum at which the market and market 
nrivileges miay be leased for the ensuing 
year, and publish the same in the public 
notices required to be given as herein 
nrovided. and all bids below the amount 
named shall be rejected. At leiast five 
days before the day advertised for the 
letting, the mayor shall cause to be pre- 
nared the contract required to be signed 
by the lessees, and the same shall not 
in any marrier be Changed or modified 
within the five days previous to the let­
ting, and said contract, so prepared, shall 
be open, at the mayor’s o-ffice, to the in­
spection of iall parties who may desire 
to see it. A. good bond and securities, to 

be approved by the city council, shall be 
required of the lessees, . and new addi­
tional securities- may be required at any 
time under penalty of forfeiture of con­
tract.

Sec. 43. That the city council may ap­
propriate to such use and purposes as 
may be deemed advisable such halls and 
rooms in the upper story of the market 
house as may not be necessary for public 
use, and to lease and rent the same, from 
time to time, in the discretion of the 
council.

iSec. 44. That the city council shall have 
the power to construct wharves on the 
banks of Buffalo bayou, within the limits 
of the corporation, and make such other 
improvement's as may be necessary for 
the better navigation of said bayou, and 
for convenience of landing vessels' and 
their cargoes; and to levy contribution 
upon all such vessels and their cargoes 
as may land at said wlhiarv-es, and to de­
mand and collect the same, to defray the 
expenses of sudh improvements and re­
pairs.

Sec. 45. That whenever any steamboat 
or other craft shall sink in the Buffalo 
bayou above Harrisburg, and the naviga­
tion be obstructed (thereby, it shall be 
the duty of the mayor of the city of 
Houston to appoint three good and dis­
creet commiisSiioners to inspect and ex­
amine the sarnie and its condition, and 
immedialtely to replort, In writing, their 
opinion, stating whether, in their opinion, 
the boat or craft sunk can be or is likely 
to be raised or removed within, the space 
of ten days 'after their examination; and 
should they be of opinion that such boat 
or craft is not likely to be raised so as 
to open the navigation within twenty 
days from the time of their examination, 
then and in that case the mayor and ai­
dermen of the city of Houston may order 
the removal of such boat or craft so sunk 
in any manner they shall deem proper, 
without incurring any penalty for the 
same.

Sec. 46. That said corporation of the 
city Of Houston lis. hereby given full pow­
er and authority to take such steps to 
preserve and improve the navigation of 
the said Buffalo bayou above the town 
of Harrisburg as they may think proper, 
and for that purpose they are authorized 
to levy and collect a tax on all steam­
boats and other cirafts running in said 
bayou to the city of Houston, for the 
purpose of limproving the navigation 
thereof; provided, that-the power in this 
section shall not be construed to give 
said corporation anv jurisdiction or con­
trol oyor said Buffalo bayou or the banks 
thereof, in any manner, beyond or with­
out the corporate limits of said city, ex­
cept for the purpose of protecting or im­
proving the navigation of said bayou, and 
shall not give said corporation jurisdic­
tion or Control to prevent or interfere 
with th® construction of any railroad
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or -other bridges, by any company or per­
son, -across said bayou in such manner 
as net bo interfere with the navigation 
of said bayou.

Sec. 47. That the city council, by a 
vote of the miajority of the whole num­
ber of aidermen, taken by yeas and nays 
and entered upon the journal, shall have 
power to assess, license and tax, hawkers, 
peddlers, auctioneers, theatrical and other 
exhibitioais, shows, and amusements, bil­
liard tables, nine and ten pin alleys, alleys 
with any number of pins, public drays, 
wagons, omnibuses and carriages, grog 
shops, tippling houses and dram shops, 
beer saloons (whether for the sale of do- 
mestite beer or otherwise), and such other 
trades or occupations not especially men­
tioned herein as may be .taxed by the 
laws of the State; but n'o assessiment or 
license tax levied under this section shall 
exceed one-half the amount levied by the 
State for the same period on such pro­
fession or occupation, anid the same may 
be regulated, levied and collected in the 
same manner as said taxes are regulated 
and collected by the State.

Sec. 48. The city council may continue 
annually to assess, levy and collect the 
special tax provided by ordinance passed 
by the city council of said city on the 
2d day of June, A. D. 1888, for 
the purpose oif paying the interest and 
principal of the various outsltandinig bonds 
issued by the city of Houston, and may 
by ordinance assess, levy and collect an­
nually upon all property, real and person­
al, in the city of Houston not exempt 
from taxation such additional tax, not 
exceeding 1M> per cent advalorem, as the 
interest of the city may require, for other 
purposes; provided that if the council 
should fail or neglect to pass a tax ordi­
nance for any one year levying the taxes 
for that year, that the tax ordinance last 
passed will be considered in force and 
the failure to pass such ordinance shall in no­
wise invalidate the collection of the tax. It 
may also determine when taxes shall be paid 
by corporations or by individual corporators, 
and levy, assess and collect from each male 
ci/tizen of the city over the age of 21 
years an annual poll tax of $1.

All taxes upon real estate shall be a 
lien and charge upon the property, which 
lien may be foreclosed and the tax col­
lected by suit in any court having juris­
diction. All taxes not paid within the 
time prescribed by the ordinances shall 
bear interest at the rate of 6 per cent 
per annum. All real and personal prop­
erty held, owned or situated in the city 
of Houston shall be liable for all taxes 
due by the owners thereof, including 
taxes on real estate, personal property 
and poll tax. All personal property may 
be levied upon, seized and sold by the 
assessor and collector for any taxes that 
may be due, without further warrant of 
authority than the production of his tax 
roll, which sale when made, shall convey 
a perfect title to the purchaser the’'0'u. 
or the amount of the tax may be sued for 
in any court having jurisdiction and a 

personal judgment be recovered against 
the delinquent taxpayer, or against any 
person to whom the personal property 
on which the city tax is due has been 
sold, or who owns, holds and claims pos­
session of said personal property.

It shall be the duty of every person 
owning or holding property in the city of 
Houston to render to the assessor and 
collector of taxes at his office in said 
city, annually, within the time prescribed 
by the ordinances of said city, a full and 
complete inventory of all property so 
owned or held by him, whether real or 
personal, and to take and subscribe an 
oath as to the correctness of such inven­
tory, which oath may be administered by 
the assessor and collector in person or by 
deputy.

All taxes shall be payable at the office 
of the assessor and collector, and no de­
mand by him be requisite or necessary to 
enforce the collection thereof by any pro­
ceedings herein prescribed, nor for "any 
taxes due before the passage of this act.

The assessor and collector shall inven­
tory and assess all property which the 
owners thereof may fail or refuse or may 
have failed or refused to inventory and 
assess for previous year, which inventory 
and assessment, when so made by him, 
shall be as valid and effective as if made 
by the owner thereof.

Sec. 49. That the license tax shall be 
collected by the assessor and collector 
of taxes, and shall be paid to that of­
ficer in current funds of the 
United! States by each and 
every person or firm owning (owning) 
such license, and before engaging in any 

■ trade, profession, business, calling, avo­
cation or occupation subject to such tax, 
taking his receipt therefor, which receipt 
shall entitle him, her or them to a cor­
responding license, to be issued by the 
mayor.

And if any person shall engage in any 
business, calling, avocation or occupation, 
which by an ordinance of said city is 
subject to a license tax without first 
having obtained such license, he, she or 
they shall be liable to arrest and im­
prisonment and a fine of $10 for each and 
every dav such violation of said ordinance 
may continue; and this section shall ap­
ply to all persons owing license and fail­
ing to pay the same; and the city coun-. 
cil may make such further regulations as 
it deems necessary to enforce the provis­
ions of this section and punish the viola­
tion thereof.

Sec. 50. That the city council may and 
shall have full power to provide, by ordi­
nance, for the prompt collection of all 
taxies levied, assessed and due or becom­
ing due to said city, and to that end may 
and shall deem necessary to the levying, 
laying, imposing, assessing and 
collecting of any of said taxes, 
and to regulate the mode and 
manner of making out tax lists, 
and inventories and the appraisement of 
property thereon, and to prescribe the 
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osuth thialt shall be ad/ministered to each 
person on sudh rendition of property, and 
to prescribe how and wlhen propenty shall 
thus be rendered, and to fix the duties 
and define the power of the assessor and 
collector of taxes.

All taxes due by property owners as ap­
pears upon the tax rolls of said city may 
be collected by suit from delinquents, and 
foreclosure of the lien thereon in any 
court having jurisdiction of the same, and 
any person who shall purchase property 
incumhered with a lien for taxes, shall 
be deemed as to such taxes a delinquent 
taxpayer, and such purchaser takes the 
property charged with the lien, and he 
can not interpose any defense which his 
vendor might not had he continued to be 
the owner.

The city of Houston has the right to 
maintain a suit to recover a personal 
judgment for the amount of the tax due 
it, and the tax may be collected by sale 
of the particular property on which it is 
assessed, by enforcing the lien, or by 
the sale of that or other property under 
a judgment of the court, or by seizure 
and sale of personal property. The as­
sessment rolls shall be taken as prima 
facie evidence of the statements made 
therein and that all the prerequisites re­
quired by law pertaining to the levying 
and assessing of taxes have' been com­
plied with, and all questions as to mis­
nomer, proper parties to the suit for 
taxes, misdescription, and to suits against 
unknown owners shall apply in favor of 
the city of Houston, and no person shall 
be permitted to question the same un­
til all taxes due upon the property have 
been paid. No delinquent taxpayer shall 
have the right to plead in any court, or 
in any manner rely upon any statute of 
limitation by way of defense against the 
payment of any taxes due from him or 
her to the city of Houston.

In no Case shall the city council or any 
member of the city council or officer of 
the city remit, discount or compromise 
any tax legally due the city. The city 
shall have equal right to become the pur­
chaser at all sales of property under 
judgment or otherwise for taxes due it. 
All taxes shall be due and payable on the 
1st day of .July of each and every year, 
and if not paid by the 1st day of Jan­
uary thereafter, the same shall bear in­
terest from the said 1st day of January 
until paid at the rate of 6 per cent per 
annum. It shall be the duty of all per­
sons from whom such taxes are due to 
call and pay the same to the city asses­
sor and collector of taxes at his office in 
the city of Houston between the said 1st 
day of July and the 1st day of January 
next thereafter. Immediately after the 
1st day of January in every year it shall 
be the duty of the assessor and collector 
of taxes to prepare a roll containing a 
description of all the property described 
in the assessment rolls of the next pre­
ceding year, that is to say of the year 
ending on the next preceding 31st diay 
of December, on which the taxes have not 
been paid. Said roll shall be called the 

“delinquent roll” and shall consist of a 
copy from the assessment rolls of so 
much of the line on Which the tract of 
land or property on which the taxes re­
main unpaid, as will identify the property 
and show the amount of tax due on the 
same.

During >the same time that the city as­
sessor and collector shall prepare the “de­
linquent roll’’ above described he shall 
prepare separate staitements of tax ac­
counts due the city to be furnished the 
city attorney, on which to bring suits, 
which statement shall contain the de­
scription of the property, the year for 
Which the tax is due, the amount of tax 
due; the rate of taxation and the person 
or persons, estalte, firm or corporation 
who assesses the same, or whether the 
property Is rendered, unrendered or owner 
is unknown, as appears from the tax rolls, 
providing that where several tracts of 
land and different kinds of property are 
assessed by the same person, firm, estate 
or corporation, that they may be con­
tained in the same statement, which said 
“delinquent roll” shall be finished and 
said statements furnished not later than 
the 81st day of March of each year; said delin­
quent roll shall be published durlngthe month 
of April following, once a week for four 
weeks in some daily paper published 
in the city of Houston, and 
a failure to comply with these provisions 
by the city assessor and collector of taxes 
shall be deemed a malfeasance and be 
cause for impeachment. Upon receipt of 
the above tax statements by the city 
attorney he shall, as soon as possible, in­
stitute suit in the proper court to enforce 
the collection of taxes due the city, and 
shall file suit on all of said statements 
furnished him by the city assessor and 
collector of taxes by the next 1st of Octo­
ber after he has received them, and the 
failure on the part of the city attorney 
to file suits on said statements by the 
1st of October shall be deemed a mal­
feasance and be a cause for impeachment; 
but a failure on the part of the city 
assessor and collector of taxes to prepare 
the “delinquent rolll” or furnish tax 
statements to the city attorney, or a failure 
on part of city to file suits within the 
proper time shall in nowise effect the lia­
bility of the delinquent taxpayer, or shall 
such failure in any manner be relied on 
by way of defense against the payment 
of taxes due the city.

The city council shall have full 
power? and authority to provide, 
by ordinance, for the appointment 
of a board of appraisement, and 
to regulate their duties, and to provide 
for notices to be given to taxpayers to 
appear before such appraisers; and all de- 

। terminations of such appraisers Shall be 
final.

The city counoil shall have full power 
and authority to provide, by ordinance, 
that any firm, corporation or person ow­
ing (owning) or controlling property in 
said city subject to a tax, and failing 



20

or refusing to render a list, inventory or 
apprai'sememt thereof, verified by affi­
davits, Shall be liable to fine, upon com­
plaint before the recorder, in such sum 
as such ordinance may provide.

Nothing but current money of the 
United States shall be collected or re­
ceived in payment of taxes and licenses 
due or hereafter assessed; and scrip 
which may be issued for pavement of 
streets and construction of sidewalks, 
which shall express upon its face the 
purpose for which it is issued; and cou­
pons and scrip made receivable for taxes 
on the face thereof, shall be receivable 
for all taxes, except the bond tax.

The city council iShall have power and 
authority to assess and collect a tax on 
all vehicles belonging to persons residing 
in said city, or which may be used for 
traffic or hire in said city, which shall 
be known as a wheel tax, and require 
such owners to obtain a license for such 
vehicles, and to prescribe a penalty for 
using any vehicle on the streets of the 
city without payment of such tax and 
procuring such license, but such tax 
shall not exceed $2 per wheel; and pro­
vided, that all such vehicles licensed un­
der the ordinances in force in said city 
shall not be required to pay such wheel 
tax. All sums collected for such wheel 
tax shall be kept separate by the col­
lector of taxes, and shall be applied and 
expended exclusively for the pavement 
of intersections of streets as provided 
for herein.

Sec. 51. The city council may, by reso­
lution, provide for the payment of taxes 
at any time before such taxes shall be­
come due, and may allow interest upon 
advance payment of taxes at a rate not 
to exceed 6 per cent per annum for the 
time intervening between the time of 
such payment and the time when such 
taxes would be due and payable; pro­
vided, that no such resolution shall be 
passed, nor such interest allowed, ex­
cept for the purpose of raising money to 
meet the current expenses of the city for 
legitimate purposes. Such resolution shall 
state the amount of money sought to be 
raised by this means, and when said 
ambunt has been received, the assessor 
and collector shall immediately notify the 
mayor and city council that the amount 
called for In the resolution has been re­
ceived, and the city shall not pay inter­
est on moneys subsequently paid in for 
taxes of that year. In receiving moneys 
for taxes in advance, under the resolu­
tion provided for herein, the assessor and 
collector shall allow the tax payer to 
retain out of such payment the amount 
of interest allowed thereon, and shall 
give his receipt for the whole amount, 
showing what sum is actually paid in 
and What sum iis allowed as interest on 
such payment.

Sec. 52. That the said corporation, shall 
not be liable to any person for damages 
for injuries caused from streets, ways, 
crossings, bridges or sidewalks being out 

of repair from gross negligence of said 
corporation, unless the same shall have 
remained so for ten days after special 
notice, in writing, given to the mayor 
or street commissioner.

Sec. 53. That it shall not be necessary 
in any action, suit or proceedings in 
Which the city of Houston shall be a 
party that any bond or security shall be 
given, but all actions, suits or proceed­
ings shall be conducted as if such bond 
or security 'had been given.

And in all judicial proceedings it shall 
be sufficient to plead any ordinance of 
the city by caption without embodying 
the entire ordinance in the pleadings, and 
all printed ordinances or codes of ordi­
nances shall be admitted in evidence in 
any suit and shall have the same force 
and effect as the original ordinance.

The property, real and personal, belong­
ing to the city, shall not be liable to be 
sold or appropriated under any writ of 
execution, nor shall the funds belonging 
to the city, in the hands of any person, 
be liable to garnishment, nor shall the 
city, or any of its officers or agents, be 
required to answer any writ of garnish­
ment.

Sec. 54. That the following property 
shall be exempt from taxation, towit:

All lands used exclusively for grave­
yards. or grounds' for burying the dead, 
except such as are held by any person, 
company, or corporation with a view to 
profit or for the purpose of speculation 
in the sale thereof: all buildings belong­
ing to institutions of purely public char­
ity, together with the lands belonging to 
and occupied by such Institutions .not 
leased or otherwise used with a view to 
profit, and all moneys and credits appro­
priated solely to sustaining such institu­
tions. together with such other property 
as is exempt from taxation by the laws 
of the State of Texas.

Sec. 55. That noi person shall be an in­
competent judge, justice, witness, or ju­
ror. by reason of his being an inhabitant 
or freeholder in the city of Houston, In 
any action or proceeding in which said 
Citv may be a party Interested; and all 
officers of said city shall be exempt- from 
jury service while holding office.

Sec. 56. That the city council shall an­
nually appoint, by ballot, one person from 
each ward of the city, who. together with 
the mayor as president thereof, shall con­
stitute a board o-f health of the city. The 
city council may appoint a health physi­
cian. and as many health inspectors as 
they may deem necessary, and shall pre­
scribe bv ordinance the powers and duties 
of the board and its members; and the 
secretary of the city council shall be 
clerk of the board of health, and shall 
keep a record of their proceedings.

Sec. 57. That the city council shall have 
power to take such measures as they 
deem effectual to prevent the entrance 
of any pestilential, contagious, or in- 
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feetiomB disease into 'the city; to stop, 
detain, and examine for that purpose any 
person coming from any place infected 
or believed to be infected with such dis­
eases; to establish, maintain, and regu­
late pest houses or hospitals within the 
city, or not exceeding five miles from its 
bounds; to, cause any person who shall 
be suspected with any disease to be sent 
to such pest house or hospital; to remove 
from the city or destroy any furniture, 
wearing apparel, or property of any kind 
Which shall be suspected of being tainted 
or infected with pestilence; to prevent 

persons from infected places coming into 
the city of Houston, and to adopt any 
sanitary measure whereby the health of 
■the city may be protectea and improved; 
but siaid corporation shall not have 
power or authority to prevent railroad 
trains and passengers therein from pass­
ing through the city, but may regulate 
the speed of such trains passing through, 
and prevent their stopping.

Sec. 58. That all works of improvements 
and public works for said city, the cost 
of which will exceed the sum of $1000, shall 
be let out to the lowest or best bidder, in 
the discretion of the council, by sealed 
proposals; and no contract shall be made 
or entered into until 'the plans and speci­
fications (for) such work or improvement 
shall have been prepared and submitted 
to the council and adopted by it, and an 
advertisement published in at least four 
issues of some daily paper published in 
the city, inviting bids therefor, and stat­
ing the (time when such sealed proposals 
will be opened; provided, that if no bids 
be received, or those received be rejected 
by the city council, the city may, in its 
discretion, proceed to have such work or 
improvement done under the discretion 
(direction) of a committee from the mem­
bership. City printing and all repairing 
of bridges or other similar work, of 
which it is manifesitly impossible to make 
specifications, are not embraced in this 
requirement. No bids shall be consid­
ered unless made in accordance with the 
plans and specifications, and no allow­
ance for extra work shall ever be made 
or paid for. The sealed proposals shall 
be addressed to the city secretary, and 
shall be opened only in the presence of 
the city council at a regular meeting. 
Bond and security, to be fixed and ap­
proved by the city council, shall be re­
quired of all contractors.

The taking of any contract or interest 
therein, openly or secretly, directly or in­
directly, by any officer of the city, shall, 
ipso facto, work a forfeiture of the con­
tract, and the consideration thereof, and 
shall create a vacancy in the office held 
by the party taking the same.

Sec. 59. The city council shall 
have power and authority to 
issue bonds for the purpose
of funding bonds of the city of a previous 
issue, and also for street improvements 
as provided in section 30 of this act, and 
in addition thereto may also, by a vote 
•f two-thirds of all the aidermen elected, 

borrow money on the credit of the city for 
other purposes to an amount not to ex­
ceed one hundred thousand dollars in 
any one year, and issue bonds of the 
city therefor.

To create a debt during any one year 
exueea.ng one hundred mousand dollars, 
exclusive of refunding and street improve­
ment bonds, as above autnorii&ea, the ques­
tion must be suomitted to the tax pay­
ing voters of the city, and if two-thirds 
of the votes polled shall be in favor ot 
creating such debt, it shall be lawful for 
the city council to authorize the issuance 
of the oonds lor the amount named in the 
resolution or ordinance submitting the 
question to the voters.

No bonds shall be issued drawing more 
than b per cent per annum interest, ana 
shall be invalid if sold for less than par, 
and all bonds shall express upon tneir 
face the purpose for which they were is­
sued.

The ordinance authorizing any bonds to 
be issued shall also provide a fund to pay 
the interest and create a sinking fund of 
at least 2 per cent thereon, and said sink­
ing fund snail be invested in bonds of the 
city, or in United States bonds, and neith­
er sa?d interest nor sinking fund shall 
be diverted to any other purpose what­
ever.

Sec. 60^ That the city council shall 
make all necessary regulations concerning 
elections, and provide for officers to con­
duct the same, and for the examination 
and counting of the returns of elections.

Sec. 61. That the general election of 
officers of the city shall take place on the 
first Monday in April, 1896, and every 
two years thereafter, and the present in­
cumbents shall hold over until their suc­
cessors, elected at the first election, shall 
qualify. No election of city officers shall 
be held on the day of State or coun ty elec­
tions. (The city council shall have the 
power and authority to declare by or­
dinance, duly passed sixty days before 
the day of election, that the officers to be 
elected at the approaching election shall 
hold their office for four years instead of 
two..

Sec. 62. That an act entitled “An act 
to consolidate in one act and amend the 
several acts incorporating the city 
of Houston, in the county of Har­
ris,” passed August 2, 1870, and all 
other acts relative to the incorporation 
of. the city of Houston in conflict with 
this act, be and the same are hereby 
repealed; but all property, actions, rights 
of action, claims and demands of every 
nature and kind whatever vested in said 
Corporation under and by virtue of the 
said laws hereby repealed, shall vest in 
and remain and inure to the said corpora­
tion, under this act, as fully and com­
pletely in all respects as if the said laws 
had not been repealed; and all by-laws 
and resolutions and ordinances made and 
passed under or in pursuance of said laws 
hereby repealed shall continue and re­
main in full force and effect until re­



pealed by the proper authorities of said 
corporation.

Sec. 63. That this act shall be deemed 
a public act, and judicial notice shall be 
taken thereof in all courts. No general 
law hereafter passed by the legislature 
of the State shall be held to repeal any 
power herein granted, o*r which is now 
vested in the corporation of Houston, un­
less the act conferring such power be 
specially referred to in such repealing 
act.

22

Whereas, There are no adequate laws 
in force providing for the paving, im­
proving and repairing of the streets and 
sidewalks of the city of Houston, there 
exists and imperative public necessity for 
suspending the constitutional rule requir­
ing bills to be read on three several days; 
and an emergency exists which requires 
this act to take effect from and after 
its passage, and it is so enacted.
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