
Somewhere in t^e Moluccas 
23 ^ecemberl^ih

Darling, '
I was ve|?v harry to hear about your trin tn Hew Orleans. 

I'm sure you must have had a very ?ood time and T’m el ad you and 
Gene got to go.ffe’oo bad, though, that the Tigers had to lose.

I am endlosir^ a letter from Mr and Mrs Holmes. Just tear 
it un and forge^ about it. I’ll think nothing mor e aba?t it.

I also received a veiy cheering letter from Carol Landis. 
She is in Jackson now—temrorarily unhoused at Memphis a^ arently. 
She was giv^’n^ me Hail Columbia about the ti>ne of my l.ast letter-— 
uhich I must have writ+en when I was at a very disgusted noint. 
here. She tfas telling me not to lose my sense of humor—which is 
easy to do down here, I assure you.

I feel very good now, though. Tt looks like we wil have 
as nleasant a Christmas possible under the circumstances, will 
have a nice dinner, with Christmas gifts from the Hed Cross, and 
Johnson, Trout and I are having an "onen house” 'arty at our tent 
Sunday nif^it. Vfe’re having cold chicken sandwiches, cheese, 
nicklies and nunch and are Inviting all the officers of the division 
headquarters tpdron in. The charlain is having a Ci ristmas ^rooram 
Sunday evening, with carol singing and the band will 'lay.

I’d like to have seen Georgia Mae and Helon—I su^ose th Ay- 
have aged like’’ the rest of us.

I exnect Gene was very disannointed in the Vsme—hone he 
didn’t get seasick riding on the ferry so much. I’m.not surprised 
at your weening over those ^athetic books, but I think that’s what 
makes Christmas doubly hard for us here—we cannot buy Christmas 
gifts for our loved ore s.

I’m nroud as nunch over my writing kit. It is nerfect. 
If you could send me some air mail stamns now and then I’d an-reciate 
it. We cannot buy thejn at all and often air mail envelopes are not 
available. And I know many of my letters arrive nostage due because 
of lack of stamns on this end.

Thanks for the cartoons. All the boys are getting so they 
look forward to them—-anything to nreserve the sense of humor.

Oi^r big nackage shin hasn’t arrived yet, but the costal, 
officer tells me he’s expecting it daily—so the Santa Claus mail 
shouldn’t miss Christmas by too much.

I’m missin^ you all so very much and I ho^e the Mew year 
will have more nleasant things for us all.

Loads of love,


