
WHEREAS^ by the several acts of the Legislature ot 
the State of Texas, hereto appended, it is declared that an 
Ordinance dissolving the connection of Texas with the Fed- * 
eral Union, shall be submitted to the people of Texas, for 
their ratification or rejection; and whereas, it is also de­
clared, that an election shall be held on the 23d day of 
February, A. D. 1861, at which the qualified electors of 
the State shall vote upon the same, and it is made the duty 
of the Governor to issue Proclamation tor the same. •

NOW THEREFORE, I, SAM HOUSTON, Governor of 
the State of Texas, in obedience to law, do issue this my 
Proclamation, directing the Chief Justices of the various 
counties of the State, (or in case of vacancy in the office of 
Chief Justice, or the failure or inability of that officer to act, 
then any two of the County Commissioners) to give due 
notice and cause polls to be opened at tiie several precincts 
of their respective counties on the said 23d day of Febru­
ary, A. 1)., 1861, at which the qualified electors will signify 
their approval or disapproval of said Ordinance, by the use 
of the words, FOR'SECESSION” or “AGAINST SE-

0

1861, and to conduct shid election in all-respects according to the 
existing laws regulating elections for members of the Legislator", 
and make returns thereof in such manner and to such persons, and 
within, such time as "oa; hr> y-rrezsilwil cold.
the penalties prescribed in the laws aforesaid.

Seo. 2. That all qualiged electors for members of the Legishi' 
tore of this State, shalt be entitled to voto at said election at any 
precinct in the State, and indicate their approval or disapproval of 
said ordinance by the, use of such terms as may bo presented by 
said Convention.

Sec. 3. That this act take effect and be in force from and af­
ter its passage.

Passed February 7th, 1861.
AN ACT

Supplementary to an Act, entitleci “An Act, to provide Jot suo- 
mitting the Ordinance ojSecession to a voteojthe People,” pas­
sed at the present Session.
Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas, 

that the Governor be and he is hereby authorized and required to 
issue forthwith his Proclamation for an Election provided for in 
the Act to which this is', a supplement, directing the vote to betak­
en, and returns to be rjade in the mariner prescribed in said Act 
and in the Ordinance of the Convention on the subject.

Sec. 2. In addition to the returns to be made as provided in 
the Ordinance aforesaid, it shall bo the duty of the County ofiicers, 
to whom returns of said Elcctic’; arc made, to make r< turns of 
their respective Counties to the Secretary of State, son such re­
turns shall be filed and counted by him in the preseiio- of the 
Governor and Attorney General. Any returns received within 
fifteen days after the 2nd day of March, 1861, shall be in like* 
manner filed and counted, and all such returns shall become record 
of'the State Department.

Sec. 3. This Act shall take effect and be in force from its pas­
sage/ I

Approved tvith a pi ofest against the short time alloivedfor notice, 
February 9, 1861,

SAM HOUSTON.
. THE STATE OF TEXAS

' DEPARTMENT OF STATE.
I, the undersigned, Secretary of State, do hereby certyfy that 

the abowe arc copies of the original Joint Resolution and Acts, 
now on filo in tho State Department.
Given under my hand and the seal of tho State Department, 

at Auskn, tgis the 9th day of February, ,A. D. 
1861.

E. 17. CAVE, Secretary of State.

CESSION.”
And the Chief Justices or County Commissioners, as the case may be, shall cause returns to be made 

to them of said election, on or before the 26th day of February, A. B^j 861 and they shall on tuatuay 
make duplicate returns of the same, as pro /ided for m the two acts of the Legislature hereto appended, 

) Given under my hand and the - 'real seal-of the State at Austin, tins, the 9th day oi l eb- 
L. S. > mary, A. D. 1861, and* of the Independence of the United States, the Eighty-fifth, and of 
—Texas, the Twenty-fifth,

By the Governor,
E. W. CAVE, Secretary of State

JOINT RESOLUTION
Concerning the Convention of the people of Texas, called in pu r­

suance of the'Piibof''Iligldls.\ ‘
Whereas, the people of Texas, being much concerned for tiic 

pycs^rv&tion of the rights, liberties tluu povicrs of the fetate unci *t'-? 
inhabitants, endangered by the political action of a majority of 
the States, and the people of the same, have , in the yxcrcise of 
powers reserved to themselves, in the Bill of Rights, called a. Con­
vention, composed of two members for each Representative in the 
Legislature, from the various districts established by the appor­
tionment law of 1860, to assemble on the 28th day of January 
1861, st the city of Austin; which convention, by the terms of the 
call, made by numerous assemblages of citizens in various parts of 
the State, was, when elected and assembled, to have power to con- 
eider tho condition of public affairs ; to determine what shall be 
the future relations of this State to the Union, and such othermat- 
ters as are necessarily and properly incident thereto ; and in case 
it should be determined by said convention, that it is necessary for 
the preservation of the rights and liberties aforesaid, that the sov­
ereignty of Texas should resume the power,-, delegated to the Fed­
eral Government, in the Constitution of the United States, and.by 
the articles of annexation, then the ordinance of said convention 
resuming said delegated powers, and repealing the ratification by 
the people of Texas of said articles*of annexation should be sub­
mitted to a vote of the qualified electors of this State, for their rat­
ification or rejection; therefore

Be it Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Tezas, That 
the Government of the State of Texas, hereby gives its assent to, 
and approves of the Convention aforesaid.

Ssc. 2. That this Resolution take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage.

Tyith a protest against the assumption of any powers, on the 
part of said Couvention beyond the reference of ti c question of a 
longer connection of Texas tviih, the' Union, to the people.

Approved 4dh February, 1861.
SAM HOUSTON.

AN ACT

To provide for submitting the Ordinance of Secession to a vote of 
the People.
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Slate of 

Texas, That the Chief Justice, or Other county officers, required 
by tho direction of the State Convention and presiding officers ol 
precincts of the several countie-, of rhe State are hereby empower­
ed and required to order and to h<td elections in their respective 
counties, and at their several r.rctiincts, on such day or days as 
may be prescribed therein, for inc ratification or rejection of the 
Ordinance of Secession passed by a Ccnvcntion of the people, as­
sembled in tho city of Austin on the 1st day of February A. D.


