
?lov. 16, 1944»

"*ls xce ■ lericy
Franklin Delano Roosevsl-t,
; resident of tro Dotted states of ^sérica.
The vid-ts House» 

as« fngton» . C.

l-nder d&te of March. 31, J 944, we addresse-.i Your >.c-. UTncy 
to® an audience in ord :i tásat .

diEcrii-lnation a., aiost parsons of Mexican descent and O- Hispanic 
ext.r ction generally, inc udi.< testers of the arced forces of* o r 
country, in Toxas, California» » dorado, Cklnhoaa, Kew kaxico
and other States of the Union. Your xcellency Sts fit to refer our 
coxxunicution to t.e Department of Castice, and said Dep:.r*taent 
ro lied that they were ready to receive the evidence and to receive us 
in'person in the event tfca- w desired to confer with tiie®.

In duo course we presented ths evidenoe to the Department of 
Justice and said Department has just iniormsd us that in the Civil ■ 
lKh?s Cases, 109 I". / . 3, th. w r .ra Court declarad th t the 

?‘->dernl -ovrrnnent had no power to legislate concr-rulng discrla. u tica 
on rounds of race or national origin by private Individuals or 
private businesses, and that for that reason it .^ovid wt Le possible 
for Congress to pass an act forUl ding, the hu®lliailon ox i orsons ox 

xican dexce:. t and of Fisra ' c -xtrr c-.lon ger.era.rLy in the t nlted 
States, and that for the same reason it is not possible: for the 

. -snt of ^istlee to tafee any action in xhe mtter.
To-day »e tafe® pleasure in. sending to Yo^r xc:;llv;ucy a 

list of acre tr.an one hundred cities' and towns where d 
is ir&cticed against Mexicans, inc tiding AiEarican soldiers of ,.:.c/..icua 
descent. In sal..', list Tour Jxcellancy will also find th names and 
addresses of the establishments, and in so:ea cas-'a the naznas of the 
pro; xlotors a .'.so. This sityailon Is typical of tns situation existing 
"tn the other abates of the ?'ni;.. we hava Exintlsü-d.

The situs >1 on is becoming worse every day and is causing 
de and just indignation not only smng the three Billion inhabitants 
of Mexican descent in the United . tabes, cut a so aitocx tbs y-.ogles 
of ":ispaula iseilca. e ar. all of the ©¡Jhlon that this is a Batter 
that vitally affects the relations between our country and the rest



consequyatly» the Federal 
set t e the inattex* onee for 
cltisens oí K-.xlcan descent 
that our redoral Government

of the American Republics, and tint, 
Govemmonts wst net limediatnly and 
an times. In so tar as we American 
are concerned» our honest opinion is -— .— -------- --------
can find the solution to this px*oblera if it resolves to do so, ana 
for t; Is reason we respectfully request th t Your jccelloncy bo 
. ood enough to invite the attention of the Ko-tlonal Congress to this 
ratt .r at the earliest possible ¿lato, stressing the fact that it is 
ver? u; gent teat oux- Federal Government remedy Vis shameful .. .
sit' tion iE23edl ■■teiy, first, :n oxdex to unit j. eop.,es cf ti.a 
Americas, intrench as such a union will never be possible unta it 
is :A;.own to th? lis'. :.;lc American poop es, .aa, de¿ds, that in the 
United states of America ' oxicans and Hispanic Americans generally 
arc considex*ed vinltr-vted as the F»-,UAL1< of the AnglC*SaxcSt ^nd, 
secondly, in fairness to the three million inhabitants oi ka lean 
deveent of our country, incaid’ng ovar a uarter oí ¿ million 
so diers of Mexican xtr etton who right at this very Qo;.r?nt are 
defending our Ration in all the battle fronts#

?■© will greatly appreciate receivine;; • prsept Reply from 
Your xcellency regarding this most it; at isatteb*
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