
8/9/18.

v< vMrs.John. Davis,iieoording Secretary 
Texas Equal Suffrage Ascociat’on, 
3801 Holrnesi ' t;' 
ballas, ;exas.

i.y dear L ^s. Davis:
The Board meeting In Austin could take no 

official action upon any matters up for discussion because we 
lacked one of having a quorum. Present were Ers.aioore, Ers. 
MeCallum,Mrs.Arnes and myself. Me regretteu your absence,not 
only be '■ a we labfced aqttOFQB and could not dispose of the 
business that wo had come weary miles in the heat to attend to, 
but because, having raises the issue that trust moneys are 
being improperly expended and having declined to accept the 
Board’s usual method of disposing of business between regular 
meetings and having asked that a .-..■oard m<a ting bo calloa in 
the summer vaon travelling is hard an some of our members 
are out of tiie state, it seemed only fair that you Should have 
attended that Board mooting, suffered the discomforts of sum­
mer travel along with the rest of us and discus ed the issue 
frankly with us.

your letters were read to the Board as you re­
quested and while no official actio., could be taken, y/e were 
unanimous in beloiving that thdse bills which you nave disap­
proved should be paid. And we expressed our deep regret that 
Mrs.Moore,who is a trained nurse and could af any time have 
commanded a salary of one hundred and twenty five dollars and 
expenses,but who had chosen instead to give her services to the 
Cause of Equal Suffrage, not only because it needed her sorely 
but because in so doing she felt that she was working shoulder 
to shoulder with her husband who is in Eran a,in ths •Gause of 
Democracy, should have,in her unselfish service, x'eceived such 
discourteous treatment at the hands of our organisat on. Bat- 
urally I have not kept from Mrs.Moore your action in regard to 
her expense accounts, tho I have personlly paid both hers and 
Mrs.Leagues which you denied. Because having authorized them 
I held myself personally responsible for their payment.
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we regret too, that .^s®League should have been sufi- 
jaoted to this humiliation. MrsoLeague has v<orko-;. most days over 
ilia© and many nights far into the night when we have had a stroso 
of campaign work on hand. Her service to the Cause of Equal Suf­
frage in Texae oan no more be moasu ed than can that of any other 
unselfish person who has served a great Cause loyally and con­
sistently thro fair weather and foul. And X would not willingly 
have had her nurt and certainly will never see her financially at 
1083 when she has gone upon the legitimate business of tie or­
ganization at my request.

I am enclosing these bills herewith and since the 
Board,with the exception of yourself has by letter voted to have 
them paid, and sinoe that vote was informally ratified by what 
would have been a Board meeting had you been present, I hope that you 
will so endorse them and send them.to Kra«iaes for payment*

Sow replying to your letter of hug. 1st.,I will say that 
1 took this letter up with the Board paragraph by paragraph,be- 
oause if 1 nave been at fault in tye discharge of my duty to the 
organization 1 want to know it and I want the Board to know it and 
together 1 want that we should corroct it. I will give you the 
result of our deliberations.

1st. discussed your staxemont that the Constitution 
gives to you an equal authority with me in ordering the payment of 
bills, e are agreed that technically upon a surface view of the 
situation you may be juatifeled in tesat’statement. But that you 
surely aann,ot really believe t ;.at is mortally correct when you 
have never done one single days work In State headquarters and I 
have worked there or -ome where else in the state for the good of 
Suffrage every single day for over three years, it isn’t poe ible 
for you to have matures the judgement of the advisability of an ex­
penditure which is the only thing that i-ould make it at all just for 
you to have a veto power over my work*

It is our judgement that no such anomalous condition ,as 
ever intended and looking back int: the history of the organization 
we find that tha"okf&gg of bills was origlonally invested in the 
oorrespondlng secretary, with th® tacit understanding that she 
Would be elected from the same town that the president was elected 
from and that a woman would be oho sen fro® to work in the Headquarters 
with the president* ^hea Miss Brackenridge -a... President Mis ienwick 
was Cor. ecretary and helped her. dhan Mis yinniga/i was President 
Krs*s»allis was Cor.Seo. and helped her. My first term,Mrs*Shannon 
was Car*Sac. and worked in the office with me. fhon at the Dallas 
Convention Miss Adelaide Stuart was elect©u as a compliment to Corsi- 
ouna, and whan she was married a few months later,' and want out of 
txhe state for a period of time, 1 switched the’W’iag of bills to you
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for the eonvonionee of qulokor action and beoauso some Ml s were 
lost fellowinp her around in her travels. The members of the Board 
who were at the Austin meeting wore unanimous In believing that it 
would be wise to return this fnnotion to the corresponding Secretary, 
and I shall do this on the first day of September.

2nd You mjike the statement that all bills have not gone 
to you for your approval. If the Board minutes have been properly 
taken and kept there is a record of an agreement , to which X am sure 
that 1 thought you were party,that it should not be considered 
necessary to send to you, montha after month bills for non-fluctuat­
ing expenses, such as rent.telepaono,salaries and etc., but that 
the Treasurer shtuld have a standing order to issue checks for these 
items without notee from you or the president. This I believe is 
e usual business custom and saves time,labor and postage.

3rd, You ask that we disous all tapaid bil s. There 
are no unpaid bills except these which you have disapproved^ and 
these were discussed and are enol fled herewith.) And one expense 
account of Miss Ingle’s for the last two weeks of July which is 
not yet in hand. There are of course the current bills which have 
gone to you for approval.

4th. You ask that I make a report to you of all work 
being done or planned at the State -.leadquarters. '.Te arc agreed 
that this is something which it is not possible for me to under 
take without another profosclonal socretary, and even withone I 
doubt if I could do it since by your action we are deprived of wro* 
lcore’s help, and will have to try to take care of her work some 
how.

Permit me to illustrate the impossibility of this with 
the matter of the Legal defense vomcitsee which you mention. My 
information camo to me by wire and X at once telegraphed to the 
men who sesvos on that cemmitteo asking their help, and confirmed 
this titeetoy al personal letter to each one which went out in the 
evenin*- mail and was available for each gentleman with detailed 
information with their morning mail. To get out these wires and 
let tore '.-Ire.League and X workca over time. Would you have had us 
then to have stayed still later into the night to inform the Board 
waat was being planned? In order, as you say, that you sight b® 
prepared to answer the questions ” of reporters and politicians”. 
And as tc’havtag no secrets’’ , you may not have, as you say,' but I 
will have >o acknowledge that such information is at my command 
for the gooi of the Cause, which would not be ac esaible to me 
if it were also available for anar.'cring the questions of reporters 
and politician^.

Very truly yours.

President


