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Mrs. Samuel R. Harrell

5850 Sunset Lane

Indiaruipolis, Indiana 46208

September 4, 1968

Dear Mary,

How exciting that you are opening a one man show in 

another town! Barbara told, us that you are no longer painting 

portraits but oonoentrating on modern art. The paintings 
you have given us are a*continuing joy, — the children's 
portraits, the landscape with the bridge, the astronaught, 

and the small blue-mbunted pictures in Dad's office. I am 
glad there is a lot of wall space at 5820 Sunset Lane and 

am having fun planning what to hang where.

I am so very sorry aoout the tedious and difficult time 

Barbara had in getting home and her scant sleep the night 

before she left. She must have been exhausted on arriving. 

How fortunate that another mother became concerned and got 

the airlines to oontact you, etc.

Congratulations to Sylvia on winning the regattal

went
ofBill

TheyCeoy

to a surprise buffet 

Griffith in honor 

and Bill's house.

Sudday evening Dad and I 

supper party given by Ceoy and 
Mrs. Grom's 70th birthday, at 

seated thirty in the dining room and adjacent part of the front

hall, having three tables of eight in the dining room. It 
was a merry party with champagne and toasts. Having been told 
not to bring presents, t brought a poem of an amusing tone

that added merriment. Ceoy sent her love to you and spoke

of how much she and Bill had enjoyed seeing you and Maok in May

The Qirard will make out the checks as you suggested.

Peggy, Evans, Martha and Mary all arrived home last Satur 
and their house is buzzing with comings and goings and getting 

ready for sohool. Sam, Sally, and the three older children 

oame to the farm for noon meal and horse back ride on Monday, 

which was S and S's wedding anniversary.



Mr. Ogle, our assistant farm manager, died, suddenly of 

a heart attack last Thursday. He was sitting in the little 
office trailer with George Harting and smoking a cigarette 

when his head went back against the pillow and he was no longer 

living. The services were Saturday, and all the farm families 
came, ae a crowd of other friends. Jim had been with 

us a half hour before his death ooourred, and been smiling and 

happy. He had rtold us more than once that he had enjoyed the 
work on our farm and with our group more than any other work 

he had ever done. He got a great deal of pleasure riding aa. 
horse among the cattle, and during the summer his eleven-year- 
old daughter, Lisa, had ridden with him a good deal. In additio 
to Lisa, there are four married children and ten grandchildren. 

Mr. Ogle would have been $4 the next day. nil death came as a 
shock to all of us and involved us so over the week-end that 

other matters got neglected, such as writing you. Barbara will 

be sorry to hear the news. She enjoyed playing with Lisacand 
being at the Ogles' house, with the horses just beyond the fence

With a great dial of love to you and each 

of your lovely family.
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5850 Surwet Lone
Indianapolis 6, Indiana

November 9, 1968

Dearest Mary,
Isn't it absolutely ma_^rvelous to have a Republicm fresident 

again, who believes in fundamental American principles*! In electing 
Nixon and bestowing nine million votes on Wallace, the American people 
have registered massive protest against the current direction of Federal 

policy.
I am enclosing the three monthly checks (minus deductions) from 

your farmhouse tenants. They are a nice young couple with three very 
little girls and they have worked hard cleaning the house and trimming 
the yard. The young man, Dan Brook, is going to put a new roof on the 

house, and take the cost of the roofing out of the next check. A roofer 
friend of his is going to teach him how to do it and help him get starte

Thank you for the darling pictures. I'll give Sammy his birthday 

photo tomorrow evening when the four children come over for supper 
while Sally and Sam entertain the cast of the Players Club's Recent 

play, which everybody says was one of the best the club has ever given 

and which I missed by Reing in Washington. S and S were chairmen of it. 

(Little=Don will be put to bed early)

Evans deserves a lot of credit for the success of the Nixonc - . 
campaign in farm areas and agri-related industries. He organized groupe 

all over the country, did extensive travelling, and worked especially 

hard in Florida and the Carolinas. He says it was one of the most 
interesting and challenging experiences he has ever had.

Our twice postponed moving date is now set for November 25. I 
am busy with preparations for that and am also trying to get the Toll 

House provided with furnishings of the 1866 to 1892 period, with the 

help of a knowledgeable young man who devotes all his spre time to the 
work of the Historic Landmarks Foundation, of which I too am a board 

member.
If you would like a hint from us as to a present which would serve 

to celebrate our birthdays and Christmas combined, we would dearly love 

to have a Mary McIntyre painting in her modern trend.

I am delighted to hear that Barbara is making a good adjustment 

in her new experience of boarding school and doing good work. Sylvia 
and Carolyn are makjn^o^gg£yprogress in thier familiar schools, I'm sure
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Dear Mary: Second day of business, and it’s 
been a bit slow, but I’ve needed every min­
ute to catch up from that fast week Just 
passed. Right now there’s a minute to get 
this off to you to say thank you again for 
filling in for me at so many turns. I wish 
I could run my house and the Gallery with 
not a bobble, but I must frankly admit it’s 
more fun to work down here than to work in 
the kitchen. If you’d felt the same way, 
we’d have starved! And mary, I’m so proud 
of this show. In order to overcome the bad 
impressions that some of last year’s ex­
hibits left, I had to begin with the best. 
I think I did. It pleases me very much, 
and some of the people whose opinions I do 
respect have been very enthusiastic. Tour 
help is more than just appreciated, make 
no mistake. And by the ehd of the week 
I’ll know more about o ur trip to Big A 
and the number of Lipscombs who’ll be putt­
ing up with you. Also, by then I should have 
the October show wet up and know more. If 
I get in a jam. I’ll call or write and get 
you to hfclp me fill in. There’s your picture 
(no: 2) to return, etc., and I don’t think 
you took any tearsheets, did you? ZLet me 
know and I’ll send them, too.

Loo’s down here, tooip and starting to chat a 
bit much. So I give up. More later.

roud of
he

to

I love your Barbara; you must be ve 
her. We miss both of you, and tell 
S^ngaRiBigg^n iRe^enJo^ifBef^
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MUY: It*8 been a good week for traffic but no 
sweeping sales. I’m beginning to feel sikR that 
your trip up here may become a tax write off! 
The serigraphs have many lookers and there’ll 
be buyers later; didn’t we discuss my keeping 
them here through the firsts of the year? I’d 
like to, if you’d be agreeable. But shall/ I 
bring back the portfolio? I’d keep them in that 
folio that’s in the hall now, but 1 have plans 
to move it into the work room here where I can - 
control it better. I’d like to keep the Christ­
mas psoter, too. That will sell out before the 
holidays. Do you want any ofthem back? For your 
own Christmas list? There is a rental prospect 
brewing, I’m told/ by the decorator here. We’ll 
see.Mary, how exciting the Friday night sup­
per sounds. I’ve checked with Bill and he says 
to plan on getting ther^ in time, even if he gets 
caught here, I can come on down and he can fly. 
I’d love to see the Searights and meeting the 
Sikdes is nothing but great. Thanks so much for 
your thoughtful planning ahead for me. Are you 
sure you wouldn’t like that for a full time job?
I could yse you! I’ve canceled that/ appointment 

In DAllas for Loo and Me, so she’ll be staying 
here and going to school Mon ♦ Tues, anyway. 
I’ll see if she can’t do the picture of her op­
eration for me to bring you. Gad,you don’t sup* 
pose she wants to go into medical illustoation? 
Forgot to call the hospital and see if John were 
rhere this weekend. Will try to next, bQt may 
have missed hd4. Think I’ll drop him a note & 
hope they deliver it to him. ## Enclosed are 
Sfffertfertejtoets* Enough? Will collect the 

picture and weekly paper article soon. Must buzz
off..
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WE’ll be associaatd with 
ow un, no more connections with the 
Nila GAllery,  which is ^relief .^A 
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M- very nearly got bollixed up because I forgot 
to chedk the cash tickets about the middle of tte monthj and sure enough? there were some 
sales. Not much, but what ^he hell- And t 
pxnlain this new contract: I just, leei

is too big a bite out of smaller work, so ±tSn^ Snde? $25.00 will be instead. In 
thlt cale, here’s a new agreement,

Jacket lower
See! things here, and thisshould encourage

ST^e^lSSTitS^Srn^6^^^!
I are hatching together (this is great, he s 

getting really involved with the Gallery and 
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-t SS2
Bill Witherspoon.
him from now oh.
Frederick
bit
a

t
311

SEi

H
h

IS



and*it’sbuild have been $g.8O more, that’s 
Included this time. HAPPY B1HTHDAY. 
wav. vour party sounded like a gas. 
i-ddfi J * __ — *•***•#» 4-V1013 airor an

to me now;
mveworkTybIf^IJ'can''just get loose from this 
damn typewriter and do some. Many happy returns 
and letts get ready for Chtistmas early this 
year. I must hasten to add: we may promite the 
G llery a little during the season,but Im 
nBt coing to corrupt myslef doing it* ONe of 
the tiems we have for sale is UNICEF Calendars. 
Need any? And then there’s the McIntyre poster. 
Love to Mac and all girls. See you sdion: we’ve 

another family wedding coming up Nov* 16th

I*m trying frantically to get a really good 
mailer out, and we’ll be open all m°nth, 5 
and i days a week, hopefully, by next 
Then watch things happen! So: please let me 
have more saall things..drawings and prints 
and that kind of fall out. I’M in hopes that 
we can aim at a show of your abstract work 
when vou’re ready. This could show both here 
and at Oxford House. Independtly of each otaer 
I guess: I mean, the same pcitures could be 
shown both places and we’ll co-operate on the 
delivery, etc. But sales here would not be 
split with Oxford House, and vice versa. See. 
BAck to the check enclosed: Im sending you a 
10^ rebate from the September check, which was 
based on 40% commission, and the sales were 
for one H5 print and 6 posters, coming to

I think. Anywayyou only got $14*4° ------
By the 

ui-u  o  Marvelous
And^you’re more than ever an inspiration 

by golly, you’re getting better with 
" be I’ll see the same thing happen in
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Dear Ones: It’s been a frantic week or more? I 
since we got back. There was this rather bland I 
shoS to gft ready for, which stretched my en­
thusiasm a bit far. After 
anyone would pale, but I would rather have 
moved intt> saomething better than what I got. 
It was a bit quickly arranged, and by phone.
I’m eager to get in touch with Bill WitherspoonI 
and break off with the Frederick Nila. They 
sell wet).,but there isn’t a consistant qual­
ity about their artists. l8d rather be like 
Oxford House thatnthat. Then, first thing 
I knew the Art FAir publicity was dropped on 
me after the man who was doing it got a sud­
den transfer and couldn’t finish the job. I 
am drwwning in paper work and becoming frust­
rated by it all. Must paint sopn or go balmy. I 
Here comes a stack of our entry blanks, which 
may be a nuisance to you. If yout hink any 
of the art students would use them, please 
tack them on the bulletin board at the Art 
DpPt. for me. If they’d sneer at such a show, 
start a fire with themfthe entry blanks 
We had such a very good time, you knew that 
didn’t you? From the beautiful dinner to the 
beautuful sail, it was relaxing and fun. I 
owe you a huge thanks for putting me in touch 
with so many artists, and Bill did get away 
from his worries in a very therapuetic way. 
We both appreciate your efforts in our behalf. 
I wish your trip to Paris hhd gone as well! 
Mary, I’m more excited about your new paintings 
than I can tell you; what a supprise they were, 
and I thought I was sold, on the ones you had 

here, indeed I was, but there is so much



more strenght in your ^8tr&pt.paintings 
thaff^e seen in a Well as 'often that.women can handle it as well as 
you, afnd I ve often wondered why we are 
that wav. nI don’t know many who will put the time and study into it th^a^y °u^e 
doing, and if that isn’t required of be- 
comine an abstract painter^ what is. It 
teSblv cerebral, 5 think, whichAleaves 
™"ut.7####Got th. Points from Carol, yes- 
i:1‘IlSdbymnoS. ^go^r^om^row 
andDftaJS t^call th.m or f5 by Valley House 
to see what’s going on. Loo battling 
a sinus infection and we’re having to go 
back to the BNT man over there a string 
of appointments. Po0£olwhen I get
like allergies are with us. tlttrrir’"nen 1 ge ^ bretih^I shall xrtle confirming notw, 
etc., to the many good prospects I ntot in 
Austin. Again, thanks. I look J
showing all of them, but the realities of 
the situation are beginning to deveiope and 
there just isn’t enough of me to go around. 
T may cut the once a month exhibits down to 
Sne in two, or something more practical. I 
must find a way to stay open all month, but 
that’ll mean a helper. There s work 
up at my studio that has to be gottn to by 
Christmas in almost a11 cases. Chicken on 
day and-feathers the next. WfrGive mack, 
Barbara Sylvia, and Carolyn our love. T° 
KTmd house and3, rn.rv.loue fmslly. 
We loved being with youall again.

e






