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NATIONS CONVENTION - VJOMEN*S POLITICAL CAUCUS

JtmE 27, 28, and 29, BOSTON, I1ASS,

DELEGATE Cost is i?185 round trip from Dallas (10 or more). Karen Lerner is co­
ordinating transportation and if enough are interested in going, we 

DEADLINE will look into group rates from Houston.

MAY 10th Local membership lists must be certified by May 1 and delegate list 
must be certified by May 15• If you are interested in going, please 
call SH.AROM MACHA - 723-7416, 688-0231 (office), by MAY 10.'

RECEPTION HONORING GLORIA STEINEM - Editor of MS Magazine, and one 
FUNDRAISER of the Founders of the CAUCUS.

SATURDAY, Contemporary Arts Museum, 5216 Montrose, between 5 and 9 PM. ! C .

MAY 17th (This is a 3-Way Split between Natl., State, and Local VJPC)

For further info: Sharon Macha - 723-7416, 688-0231 (office)
Carolyn Kjchols - 528-2793
Peggy Hall - 528-3424

At long last, we shall have the privilege of having our ovm BARBARA
MAY 28th I'ill.LIAMS, speak to us on the participation of women in politics, which 

she has been researching for the past two years. She will be moving
PROGRAM in August and we welcome this opportunity to learn from her observations.

MEETING YOUALL COME! First Unitarian Church, 5210 Fannin Street, Upstairs.

ERA UPDATE - Barbara VZilliams

KEEP THOSE LETTERS GOING TO LEGISLATORS

Address:
Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

I cy
 § 8

Joe VJyatt, Jr. Ray Hutchison, Chair, Constitutional Revision
G. R. Close Comnittee
Bill Sullivant Mrs. Chris Miller and Wilhehmenia Delco

(both in favor of ERA)
The latest proposal is to send our Attorney General to Washington to re­
trieve ratification documents from Congress!
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CONVENTION The HCVJPC convention adjourned Saturday, April 5th, after electing 
NOTES the following slate of officers for the coming year:

Chair: Sharon Macha Co-Chair: Pamela Pitt - 523-96U7
V.Chair External - Brenda Rotramble' - 1433-1^660
V. Chair Internal - Helen Hopkins, 6I4I4-36I43 

Secretary - Donna Duerk - 7U9-U187, 66I1-8682 
Treasurer - Diana Freeland - 528-58U8 
Standing Committees: Finance Chair - Peggy Hall - 528-31|21i

Funding Committee: Carolyn Nichols, Chair 
NEED Barbara Lane-Farley

Joyce Craig 
CHAIRS Gloria Guardiola

Membership & Info: Margaret Buchorn, Chair 
POR Lobbying & Candidate Ratitig:: Diane Richards, Chair

Olga Soliz, Brenda Lewis, V.Chairs 
SEXUALITY & REPRODUCTION Affirmative Action: Sam Kembrou, Chair

Gloria Guardiola, V.Chair
& POLITICAL ACTION 

PRIORITIES adopted were: City of Houston Charter Revision, 
ANY VOLUNTEERS????? Ruth Milbum, Chair

Kathy Whitmire, V*Chair 
Candidate Raising: Norma Wilder, Chair

Eileen Elphant, V,Chair 
Hospital Board Appointment: Sylvia Garcia, Chair 
Women in Media: Co-Chairs - Carolyn Cornell

Barbara Runge

We were privileged to have Sissy Farenthold, Gertrude Bamstone and 
Jane Macon, Chair, TWPC, address us. The legislators present. Sen.
Chet Brooks, Rep, R, C. Nichols, Rep, Joe Pentony, and Rep, Ron Waters 
gave us a rundown on the status of the ERA. They all encouraged us to 
KEEP WRITING. (See ERA UPDATE - IT IS STILL ROUGH SLEDDING)

Workshops were Careers & Credit, Women in the Media, What is the Caucus?, 
and Women in Local Government,

A lot of hard work went to make this Convention a success. If you missed it, you missed 
a GOOD ONE I A hearty WELL DONEl for BARBARA LANE-FARLEY, Outgoing Chair, and the 
ENTIRE SLATE OF OFFICERS AND C0MI4ITTESI

APRIL 30th 
7:<GO PM ~

Minutes: April 16, Womens Center.
A, Importance of representation at National Convention in June at Boston 

was discussed. There seems to be a real need for reform at the Natl 
level - we have no say in how dues are spent, we receive no newsletter 
or little else for them, by-laws need rewriting to define duties of 
steering committee, which is presently elected at-large and answers
to no one, CAN YOU ATTEND???? (Sharon Macha)

B. Charter Revision Committee, Chair: Ruth Milbum, reported that it 
planned to meet again April 30 at 7:00 PM at WOMENS CENTER to work 
with research material it is accummulating.

C. Women in Media Committee, CoChairs: Carolyn Cornell & Barbara Runge, 
reported that it plans to document TV, news, and billboard for 
offensive or commendable status,

D, ERA STATUS WAS REPORTED AS OF AUSTIN MEETING. KEEP WRITING.



E, Membership: Plans to check all old members for renewal and to 
solicit new members, (ALL OF US SHOULD HELP IN THIS)

F, Sources of FREE meeting places suitable for program meetinr-s was 
discussed. Do you have any suggestions?

Program meeting scheduled for April 23 was postponed due to illness of scheduled speaker

This newsletter is now being prepared by Helen Hopkins, who will TRY to do as well as 
Suzanne Marshall, but it won't be easy.1 If you have corrections, suggestions, or I'm 
due criticism, let me have it! DEADLINE is the 28th each month so we can it out 
the first week of tlie following montiu Call 61Ui-36h3 or mail material for the news­
letter to 8330 Park Place, Houston, Texas, 77017 (or place material in box at Women's 
Center.)

WOMEN IN ACTION: Fran Snedeker

Judge Joe Greenhill of Texas Supreme Court has nominated SELMAJ-/EI,LS 
to the Board of Pardons and Parole, She is the FIRST WOEAN FIRST 

WRITE BLACK to receive such nomination. She is well-qualified with years
of experience working with alcoholics and New Directions, half-way 
houses for former offenders. She was supported by the HCWPC,

To support this nomination, write your state senator for she must be 
confirmed by the Senate,

WOMEN'S ADVOCATE: Poppy Northcutt

CALL The proposal to improve the City's insurance policy for prermancy 
coverage was denied by the City Council. Call your councilman!

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION; Susan Godwin

At the HCWPC Convention Workshop, we were encouraged to send in our 
?????? recommendations to Susan of qualified women who might be needed to

fill City positions. Any suggestions?
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CHICANO CAUCUS: Gloria Guardiola has been named Chair of this 
Harris County group. And, they have pledged and 
MAILED 0100 to our lobby in Austin!

(SAVED THE BEST FOR LAST*)

YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE NEWSLETTER.

(ADDED INFORMATION AMD APPLICATION REGARDING FEMBI.TST CREDTT UNION)



HOUSTON AREA FEMINIST CREDIT UNION

Feminists in the Houston area, including members of the Houston 
chapter of NOW, Northwest NOW, Women1 s Political Caucus, and the 
Coalition of Labor Union Wbmen, are working to establish our own 
feminist credit union.

A credit union is a cooperative savings and loan association 
owned by people with a common bond or tie between them. Credit 
unions can be established with relatively little capital by groups 
such as the employees of a firm or feminists in the women’s movement. 
Members of credit unions own shares (deposits) for which they receive 
dividends (generally around 5^) and may apply for loans at a much 
lower interest rate than that charged by profit-making institutions. 
In a federally-chartered credit union all deposits are fully insured 
up to $40|000, just as in any bank or savings and loan. In other 
wordst credit unions are good| safe places to save and to borrow 
money.

Feminist credit unions, which already have opened in nine cities 
throughout the U.S.A., are something special. Credit unions are 
democratically controlled by their membership. That means we can 
provide women with the credit opportunities that discrimination has 
denied them for so long. We can help women—single, married, 
separated, or divorced, old or young, employed i,n a paying job or 
busy running a home—establish credit In their own names, buy a car, 
consolidate other loans, or pay for legal or medical expenses. We 
can help finance the growth and development of women’s enterprises, 
such as the feminist theater soon to open in Houston.

We have begun the process of applying for a federal charter. 
We need your time, ideas, and enthusiasm. The more local feminists 
groups which affiliate from the beginning, the more successful we 
will be. Participating organizations incur absolutely no legal 
or financial obligation, but they have the right to set policy and 
determine what our credit union will be.* 
]QQBC3ffi08BQfl3OHBa(DOQfflD6XBG]0flXDBOQQCflMtXD^^ Soo n
wo expect to ask for pledges—your expression of the intention to 
become a member and open an account once the credit union receives 
its charter.

If you would like more information, or to help out, call Laura, 
528-3631. We meet regularly at the Women’s Center at 3602 Milam. 
A free booklet on organizing a federal credit union (NCUA 800?) can 
be obtained from the Regional Director, National Credit Union 
Administration, 205 W. Ninth Street, ?th floor, Austin, Toxas 78701.

* HAFFCU affiliates include NCW, HCWPC, WAL, CLUW, Bay Area NOW, North­
west NOW, Inner City NOW, and Black Women United for Change.



MAIL TO HAFFCUj Womens Center, 3602 Milam, Houston, Texas 77002

HOUSTON AREA FEMINIST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

vn
.

YES, I am interested in joining the Houston Area Feminist 
Federal Credit Union, when it receives its charter,

HAFFCU will provide women with the credit opportunities which 
discrimination has denied them for so long. It will help women— 
single, married, separated, or divorced, old or young, employed in 
a paying job or busy running a home—to establish credit in their 
own names, buy a car, consolidate other loans, pay for legal 
or medical expenses, or finance women* 1s enterprises, (Men who 
themselves belong to or are the family of members of the affiliated 
organizations are also eligible for the credit union.)

I understand that my deposits will be fully insured up to 
$40,000 by the National Credit Union Administration, and can be 
withdrawn at any time.

I expect to deoosit $. initially ($5 minimum share)
and intend to save $ eacE moi1)th (no minimum required).

Name______  ... . ._>.............. _ ....

Add r e s a , . _ Fho n e  

Feminist Organizational Affiliation 

^JE would also like to contribute (donate) $ towards 
the Initial costs of establishing the credit union,

I am (eligible) (not eligible) for membership in any other credit union.
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