


5'
 

A
-.

3 53
 

V
> m
 z m

Harris CcUnty CovRT MQUSE-

-4jn

«c 
ar

S o c 
Vci

a 'V
*W

5\
. 

g■f
*1 *

■«
'•*

•1
01

":



PREFACE.

HERE are three questions which should, be care­
fully considered, in the publishing of a book. They 
are: Is the subject worthy of it? Does the writer 
understand the subject ? Is he sincere in his treat­
ment of it? Unless these three questions may be 
answered in the affirmative, don’t publish the 
book. If they may be so answered, then go ahead 

//and publish and embellish the work in the most artis­
tic and beautiful way possible.

We ask these questions. We receive an emphatic 
and decided “Yes," to each of them, and here is the 

T book. Read it. Look at the pictures in it. Study and think 
about both. It will do you good. It won’t cause your hair to 
stand on end, as might the perusal of a blood-curdling story of 
adventure, nor will it excite your languid spleen and super­
induce palpitation of the heart as might a modern errotic
novel.

It is all about facts, but the facts are not served up cold, 
nor have they-a dry and musty flavor. They are hot and 
served with a piquant sauce. They sparkle with the wine 
of truth. They may be easily digested and they will leave 
a pleasant taste in the mouth. The Publisher.



'The (Metropolis of the Southwest.

She is second only to New

OUSTON is the metropolis of the Texas Empire—an empire of far greater 
area than that covered by all of the New England states, an empire that 
could hold all of Great Britain, France and Germany within its borders, an 
empire which could easily support a population of fifty million of souls. 
Houston is the foremost city of this great state—great, not only in the 
number of its square miles, but in its boundless resources, in its inexhaust- 
able stores of wealth. With the railroads centering in Houston from every 
portion of Texas, bringing to her gates the products of the field, the mines

( and the forestjfrom an area more vast than the empire over which ancient Rome
* held sway, this thriving city of the new southwest may well be proud of the 

preeminence which is hers.
Standing on the banks of Buffalo bayou, the natural highway to the sea, she is the 

gulf port for all of the great West. Kansas City is nearer to this port than Chicago is to 
New York. Through Houston must flow the great and continually increasing volume of 
trade between the Southwest and the ports of the world. Within fifty miles of the Gulf 
of Mexico, at the southwestern border of the timber-lands of Texas and Louisiana—the 
largest area of timber now standing in the United States;—at the southeastern terminus 
of the immense agricultural sections of Texas and the southwest; with the best railroad 
facilities in the entire South, Houston is the commercial queen of an enormous territory. 
As Texas grows—and no country in all the world is so rapidly progressing—Houston 
must, in direct ratio, increase in importance. As she now stands far in advance of all 
southwestern cities, so in the future will she forge ahead until in the fullness of time she 
will rival the greatest trade centers of the world.

The rapidly increasing trade and growing commercial relations with South American 
countries are doing much for Houston and will do much more for her from year to year, 
for the route is shorter and safer from this port across the Gulf of Mexico and the Cari- 
bean Sea to all of the eastern coast of South America than is that of the ocean around 
the Florida shoals. But Houston does not rely for her prosperity upon her unexcelled 
transportation facilities alone ; she has at her door the raw material for all of the leading 
lines of manufacturing. She has cheap fuel, and her lumber, iron and cotton, the three 
raw materials entering into the manufacturing industries, are unlimited in quantity and 
of the best known quality in the world. Fire clay and molding sand are everywhere 

introduction.

II K ,HI' L mted States is the greatest country on the face of the globe • 
1 exas is the grandest state in the Union ; Houston is the foremost 
city of Texas. Therefore, this book has to do with the foremost 
ci y of the grandest state of the greatest country on the face of the 
g o>e. That is logically correct and practically true. Houston, 
Texas, is the Chicago of the Southwest. She is growing visibly. 
Her trade 1S swelling day after day, week after week, month after 
month and year after year. The statistics of her business have 
bounded quickly from thousands to hundreds of thousands of dol- 

are stm^ ’"I <thousands to hundreds of millions, and they 
are still hounding. St. Paul. Minn.; Indianapolis. Ind.; Denver" 

^sl^^:-^/^POPUlatiOneaCh-but tbeir bank clearance^ 

Ruston’s grand future is not a matter of speculation, but of calculation 

words her ‘here are no such
She never had a boom, and there is no possibilit'v oTthePbott" "P^11 COnt,ngenC-V- 
present prosperity and leaving her flounderiim in the i 1 f ti dr°Pping Out of her 

Texas is the greatest cotton country on earth and'H h11?1 haVe bee"'” 
cotton market in the world. She manufacture ' ouston is the largest interior 
the United States. manufactures more cotton seed oil than any city in

She is the greatest lumber market in the Southwest 
leans as a market for sugar and molasses.

Thlse S:“V“rtPS SO,Uth:f Balthn°rc i- 

her topographical situation; her ex£emeOrhealt,hf HoUston's natu™l advantages from 
rate in the Union; her climate ; the wonderful T‘h SmalleSt citv death
the mildness of the winters ; the energy and pLsh of 2 the,COUnt^ ’“rrouuding her ;

Come and watch her grow. Come and ^ro Pe°ple’are son,e of the reasons. 
Christmas day, and listen to the mocking birds ' C°me and pluck roses 0,1
New Years, and !ay up riches for your^faget th^eTi,^ fragra"t »”



THE CITY OR HOUSTON.

about her. and nature has contributed in every way to make her what she is—a leader 
among the cities of the new world.

All that Houston needed to make her rank foremost among the cities of the great 
Southwest was energy and enterprise commensurate with her natural advantages. Men 
of brains and capital, of enterprise and resource, are enrolling themselves by the scores 
and hundreds among her fortunate citizens, and with them are coming thousands upon 
thousands of mechanics, skilled artizans and laborers. Houston is great today, but her 
present importance is but an indication of what she will become. Her social advantages 
alone would attract one seeking a home. To the ancient aristocracy of the South has 
been added the push and energy of the North. Her men are chivalrous and brave, refined 
and alert, courteous and hospitable, energetic and broad-minded.
UnitldT t°O1S °if «°UStOn are C°nduCted uP°n a most liberal Plan, and nowhere in the 
LXst th 1 t a f PrOV1S‘On Oade for the education of children. Texas has the 
benefit fr™, t h an-v 1,1 th= D"ion, and Houston derives her full share of 
ortvate scl ool c<”tr»atmg with open hand from her municipal funds. Her
pr vate schools, seminaries and busmess colleges are admirably conducted, and afford 
educational advantages of which a large city might well be proud 
streelrailwaTsTJh hoteis, exchanges, clubs, electric

bayous wherever the streets cross tk™"' ” b" St'eI Spa” th=

bust!L7=t^^^ of ‘he thriving,

detailed and particular sense, rather than in ■ °O 7 inte,K ed to Present the facts in a 
be found all that can interest’anv one who is Imk^^f i followin8 Pa8es wiU 
capital. “ Read, mark learn and in - -11 . v O1 3 10me or for t,le investment of
than those within the covers of this book The Ihn ha - b° W°rdS 
and faithfully, without exaggeration or attempt

Karris Count?.

ARRIS County, in which Houston is situated, was organized in 1837, and 
was originally'called Harrisburg County, but in 1842 the name was changed

I to Harris It is situated in the southeastern portion of the state, and is 
connected with the Gulf of Mexico by Trinity Bay, which forms its south-

5 east boundry. It is bounded by the counties of Waller, Montgomery and 
'! Liberty on the north, by Liberty and Chambers on the east, by Galveston, 

Brazoria and Fort Bend on the south, and by Fort Bend and Waller on the west.
‘ It embraces 1,800 square miles. The surface of the county is generally 

level The soil varies greatly in its character. On the ridges it is light 
and sandy; in the valleys of the creeks and rivers it is a rich, mellow loam, 
and is highly productive ; on the prairies and in the densely wooded regions 

a‘ v:1h decaved vegetable mold which is also very productive, and in the 
it is covered " 1 t beds . thus giving a variety which adapts the county

to'every conceivable purpose in farming and fruit-raising, and in sheep and cattle grazing.
Corn cotton, oats, sweet and Irish potatoes, millet, hay, sugar-cane and all kinds 
Corn, cotroi , unfailing success. Particular attention is paid

of fruits am yegea r important industry, the market being unusually good and
to market gardenmg.wh,^.s^ ..gridiron„ the

accessi lie, . • - ve<retables of Harris county are known favorably throughout
aTarge seltioa.^All kinds of live stock, from fine blooded horses and high-grade cattle 
to sheep hogs and goats, are raised in large numbers and with sure profit.

ne county is naturally well watered, and. in addition to this, artesian water is east y The coun^is of the country] Harn, ty

never suffers from drouth. There is always an abundance of rain and heavy dews when 
in ^Zi^ivTXXg: Ue Un! potion of the county in a south-

ter s Bax mis, a . I 1 sh a sufficient su ly for all purposes,
springs of the clearest and best o , the tfae fol.

Hams; countyhas .the& New c)Srleans . Houston, East & West Texas; 
tionir&Gre™ Northern ; Houston & Texas Central; Texas Western ; San Antonio 

“2rk&ss%~, Harrisburg & San Antonio; Gulf, Colorado & Santa Pe;

I
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— - in the 
exaggera- 

vegetables:

• ■ $250 to $400.
• • 100 to 500.
•. 100
:. 100
.. 100
• • 300 

Onions
English Peas.. 
Snap Beans.... 
Spring Turnips 
Radishes...........
Tomatoes

tion. It gives the value of the 

Strawberries ..
Pears
Plums
Peaches
Sweet Potatoes 
Irish Potatoes.
Cabbage 

Celery does extremely well, and grapes grow splendidly. Two, and sometimes three 
crops can be gathered on the same land in one year. English peas are sowed in January, 
and gathered in April, and then the same land is ready for sweet potatoes, an 
same with other crops. A fall crop of nearly all vegetables can be raise. .

The country is healthful, and it is a pleasure to work out of doors all the year round, 
the winters being mild, and the heat of the summer months tempered by refreshing Gulf 
breezes. A case of sunstroke has never been known in Southeastern I exas

Although Harris County is much more thickly populated than most of those furt ler 
west, still there are hundreds of thousands of acres of prame-land which is of the iinc 
character for fruit and vegetable raising and for farming, and which has never fel - the 
tickle of the hoe. This land is fully equal to that upon which many farmers and fruit­
raisers are living in comfort, and laying up riches for themselves at the same time. 
This land is, in all respects, as good as that in southern California, where the climate is 
not one whit superior for fruit-raising, and it can be bought for less than one-tenth 
money for which the California land could be procured. Many CallfonnallS?iaJe' set; 
tied in this country, and they all agree that it equals their native state, both 111 climate 

and in the productiveness of the soil.
Of very late years many hundreds of acres have been planted in pear and other Iru I 

trees and 'in a few years more, when they have begun to bear fully, this section will 
enter into most active competition with the export fruit trade of the Pacific coast. 1 he 
fruits are as fine in every particular as those of California, and the region is much

to the great Eastern markets.

T' ; K.ansas & rcxas; Galveston, Houston & Henderson; Columbia Tap - Texas 
nine^° ,1°"' ?USt°n Belt & MaSnolia Park- These roads have a combined 

The 1U Cf°Unt;V ° 294 UllleS’ Wlth propert-v amounting to about $8,000,000.

increase °f Pr°Perty ,89' WaS <22'394.99O : in 1892 it was #26.478,68o-

ei^ in Per acre.’

average lengthXfThe school t^is five andThaU mo^hs^Tk tot**itT™8' ThC 

received from the state is $14,884 per annum " revenue

3O4 tarn, .ahorers were 
a month and board. The valne of farm imp'lemen^as ##'° 

Jds'lnd bridges. for the 

was #80.000. The rate of county tax is Io " C™nt>' government
finances are in a satisfactory =^. ^e"” ythe" conV T r'"8"0"'

on court-house square which flows over 7= 000 , c “ arteS'an wel1 bored
The climate near the coast is so mha a g Sne Water dailZ-

come in early and get the^efii^eei

W Vb '’TT, PrlCeS aU the season in th= home markets 8 6aStern n,arketa as 
he following table has been very carefnllv n 7 j r

^-.try between Houston and the const and it VnTeVHeVpoVo^wlh™"8 

crops from one acre planted in fruits and 
$300 to $500.

250 to 800.
200
ISO
150
ISO 
300



THE CITV OF HOUSTON.

Population. Character of the People. J{ow Te^as has been Slandered.

HE time has been, and not so very long ago, that if a man in a far 
Eastern State was to tell his friends that he was going to Texas, his- 
friends would bid him good-bye with the same feeling as though he had 
told them he was going to commit suicide. Through the persistent 
efforts of unscrupulous alleged humorists, both of the pen and the 
pencil, the idea obtained throughout the East that Texas was a synonym 
for a place that is rarely referred to, save in a theological discussion" in 
polite society, and that “ G. T. T.” which stood for - Gone to Texas '* 
was interchangeable with “G. T. H.,” which meant something which 
will be left to the reader's imagination.

hv With Iong hair’ (and cow-boys alw=*ys wear their hair short
vers whh's t 1 rj1111 B°Wie kni™' Arka"SaS ‘=oth-pi=ks and revol-
whh'snurs th 7a “h"™0 reSti”g on his ears, boots
se MoretheA d,nn"P,at==. and a wicked glean, in his left eve, has been 
a ong hornedt"”,’UbllC aS th= Texan. He and his bronco pony, 
Texas^™ and a “ntipede made up the representative

the guise offa" Texa^atiT “ Paper in which <or
lesslT Hbe ed The good hI banS 35 “ P,“Ple' haTe been gr°SslT' vulgarly and shame- 
ill-»tr-tioJ: a„I the8 residu3: s^dT^th^V a"d

imagination could conceive That uam A, a ” ateVer exaggeration a misdirected 
commonwealth than can be ea^ estimated tO LO',e St“

whemth™ omened‘"dltetk bre5^”™51''' h6"*"5 gl°riOUS commonwealth 
in the cow camps and ranches oUhe Ua^o pT*:11*5,' 1,1 n° »art 01 T=xas-„ot even 
can be found a living excuse upon which t l S ° °rthe lower R1° Grande border— 
The people of Texas are progressive broad d!^Orted cari^turesof God's creatures, 
true American citizens of the best type oTth' ' aw-abldlng, hospitable, courageous, 
a larger percentage of educated, refinLb cultivatedTntl8 CitiCS CaU be fOUnd
commonwealths. Graduates of the irre.t gentlemen than in any of the Eastern 

of the great universities of the world are here, living

healthful, happv and useful lives, with refined wives and children. The desperado but 
lives in the memory of the oldest inhabitants and in the imagination of artists who were 
never west of the Alleghany mountains in their lives. He was stamped out years ago by 
the Texas rangers, that fearless and superb constabulary whose history furnishes a grander 
record of daring achievements than can any other like organization in the world.

Life and propertv is to-day as safe in Texas as in Massachusetts ; safer, indeed, than 
in New York Citv. A much larger percentage of New Yorkers carry concealed weapons 
than do the men of any Texas city. This fact is known with positive certainty by the 
writer, who has passed an active and observant life in both sections. Given Ins choice 
either to ride from one end of Texas to the other, unarmed, or to walk through some of 
the streets of any of the larger cities of the East after night-fall, and he would unhesi­
tatingly decide in favor of the Texas ride. ,

Americans are a fun-loving people, but they detest a coward and a traitor. W hen a 
man uses the mask of “fun” to injure his fellow citizens-^/ long distance-^ is both a 
coward and traitor, and is beneath the contempt of any fair-minded man. Satire is a 
keen weapon, but unless directed against some crying public evil and used by honest

hands, it is a despicable one.
Now, we will drop the Texas traducers; wash our hands, and tell of Texans and of 

the citizens of Houston, as they are. ,
Like all of the more active and bustling American cities, the population of Hous­

ton is cosmopolitan in its character. People from every nation of the globe and from all 
parts of the North American continent are here. By far the larger part are native 
Americans, however, amd Houston is in this respect almost un.que among the cities of 
Texas-many of which support a large German or other fore.gn population. The c, y 
is a supply point for such a great scope of country that the farmers and ranchers flock to 
town by hundreds every day to buy goods, and their presence and that o the railroad 
men and factory hands on the streets gives the appearance of a perpetual market day. 
Especially at night are the streets crowded and gay. ,

The better element of society in Houston is of a particularly high order. 1 his state­
ment is perhaps better emphasized by the fact that forty-eight churches point their 
Xa to the skies in the corporate limits, than by anythmg else that could be sa.d 
Not only that, but there are public and circulating libranes numerous literary and 
Social clubs and, in short, every indication of refined and cultivated nunds .s apparent 

tO e HouTtonTa ve^ rich Uy-noTmerely as a community-hut in the number of large 

iudiridual fortunes held by its citizens. It has many very rich men and hundreds who



THE CITY OF HOUSTON.

count their fortunes with five figures i
beautiful and the refined, and thafthev do so is she°P^ CT gratif-v their tastes for the 
exquisite gardens. There is no citv in all the land-11 ?" ■ handso,ne residences and
are so many beautiful gardens as in Houston The 'i" Callfornia-where there
millions of roses, jasmines and other lovelv flowers 41 Th" H Wlth the Plumes of 
by grand and beautiful trees; fountains sparkle in t StreetS Shaded
leaves of the banana trees and other tropicaMfl-mts t Sunl,ght- ail(1 the graceful 
surroundings are refining, and one’s nature » 'n 1 16 Soft breezes. The very
Eden, his senses do not quicken to a lively percent” <hl11 COarse if in such an 

No wonder the Texan’s hlnr i i -i ' cePtlou °f the beautiful.
loved State is dragged in t^ m’^ when the fair name of his

pure, good, refined ladies who have 'found such hann ? ' tHinkS °f the Sweet’
there, of the brave, chivalric and cultivated ml!" i°IneS and Congenial surroundings 
Agnation is honest and should command the resp^of allti ’Xd^ 3,1(1

r

MAIN STREET, LOOKING SOUTH.

[7

W ■- tHrr; 
' .** iifi i.
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THE) CITY OF' HOUSTON.__

Tbis Httle digression was perhaps necessary, and may be it was not; that depends 

upon the readers good sense and fainnnu e< le which brings mil-
First in importance in, Houston’s trade»^cotton, theg^ the

lions upon millions ot dollars into Tex 7 y water highway to
cotton to Houston, because ie c • Texas This highway—Buffalo bayouthe sea, and is the only city so located inaU of'Texa. '
is but forty miles in length a"d/^ Th-e miles further down it is from
and cotton boats. It is ten ee < e I channel, where it empties into upper Galves- 
fourteen to twenty-two feet in but this win undoubtedly be increased by
ton Bay, is only about twdve wQrk to that end has already been begun,
the government in time, an p < a nls of the government river and

—-——feet of—
have sailed up to the <^cks formed, and its importance to Houston can

Here, then is a deep water p connects Houston with this new city by the sea.
hardly be calculated. A good rai r another deep water project, and it
At the mouth of the Sabme; nver the■ and prosperity. As these ports
must also add, as do they all, to Hous to P They can he m no se
grow, so will Houston, and proportm- ately fast
her rivals, for their prosperity .s " the world_so in inverse rat.o, w.11 her
facilities for holding ^"^^etition of the carriers which has done so much 
freightage rates decrease. . o[ thig rich region.
to make Houston the great comm 1 commercial port in a country of mghtm-

Houston. a metropolis >/of the lotus eater ; progressive and thnfty 

and Nineteenth Century vim can make it.

Tirst in Commercial importance of Toyas Cities.

^^^^^"‘"■■/cilities with which 

cial prosperity of the city ? f=undat,on of the conmier- 

WesfandThe consun^rs^ the Prod“cers of the

She is the emporium and distributing^ °t tHe EaSt an<1 P:uroPe. 
than Great Britain, and which in timP g F °f 3 territor-v larKer 
The railroads have focussed at Hon -t 38 <iensely populated,
to them to do so, and because th S h ” >eCauSe 11 was advantageous 
unions of capital in theVron ti.h d H*6” Wh° inVeSted thejr 

that this city was to be the commerc ’̂ the fa^
ke a map of the United States 1 Center of the Southwest.

ters of railway lines-the roints f and put y°ur huger on the great cen- 
will find at those points the citiesTmosfco11" railr°adS radiate~and you 
country. Chicago is the greatest of th ' -j ,nnierc,al ’’“portance in the 
-Houston leads all others in the South f°C31 P°intS in the Xorth

position for 'poiw'an/'a^ntcr oMrad0°' T mU“ be = dis-

.....
character for iSqo eC 10nS t^le c°untrv The vol 3 ° Cltles three

iHo' tT^1^ WhO8e bn8ines8

-~i^

- - - - '» ~ X - X
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HY was it that so many great railroads pushed their way for 
hundreds of miles towards Houston, and, having reached the city, 
made it their terminus? Of one thing we may be absolutely 
certain—they did not do it from disinterested motives. They had 
a well defined object, a practical object, a money-making object. 
What was it ? Houston was a comparatively small and insignifi- 
cant town when they first began to come, so that they were not 

~\ attracted to her by her wealth, by her business, or by her popula­
tion. Why then did they come ?

The best answer to these questions may be found by studying 
any good map of Texas. On such a map it will be seen that the 
city alone, of all those of Texas, it is situated upon an arm of the 
sea which winds for forty miles inland, with Houston near its 

head and Galveston bay at its mouth.
Buffalo bayou, or Buffalo river, as it is now often called, is a curious 

stream. But forty miles in length, it is navigable for three-fourths of 
that distance. In the heart of Houston it is ten feet deep ; three miles further 
on down, at Port Houston, it is from fourteen feet to twenty-two feet.

It is this outlet to the sea and to the great world’s commerce which makes Houston s 
situation one of such great advantage. The city is far enough inland to draw from a 
large scope of country surrounding it the products of the field, the forest and the mine, 

and vet it is a port as well. .
Buffalo bayou carries nearly all the drainage of Hams county, and is fed by numer­

ous springs in its bed besides. Many minor bayous and creeks-clnef among them is 
White Oak bayou, which joins it in the center of Houston—augment its vo ume It leads 
into the San Jacinto river, with soundings at its mouth of thirty feet; but the stream 
lessens much in depth a few miles further on, where it spreads out over the shallows of Gal­
veston bay A canal, of twenty feet depth, cut by private enterprise, shortens this route to 
the sea at Morgan’s Point; thence through Galveston bay to the anchorage near its 
entrance, the government has opened and is maintaining a ship channel of twelve feet 
depth, which originally was all that was required.

It is not sufficient now, however, and Houston looks to the government to still 
further deepen the bay channel and bayou. She wants fifteen feet, and it looks as if
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THE CITY OF HOUSTON.

h^ytntOh,hsaeIe t0 Vait ,Ong bef°re SeCUringthis improvement to her

ret„rT„h*™ber P-'ucts and the

of the harbor at Galveston-a work to which the United StatT”7' ahe deepeni"K 
S'ty for improving Houston's outlet becomes imperative =°mmitted-the neces-
scale h::X“b™CLOs 011 the ”™Paratively limited

charges, and as the facilities increase the tranL,rteti,,J' fT"“,,"' &t'ng °f frCight 
the West must necessarily cheapen greatly. ° freightS froni a11 portions of

the Allof
f;onts-a»d the cotton and other merchandise for thrn/a) TadS 311 °Wn extensive water 
direct from the cars to vessels alongside the whar - - - 't "pnient b-v water is discharged 
rule, located on the banks of the bayou with t T COtton con'Presses are, as a 
railroad lines. One of the largest cotton-seed oil mipS ,n ! ’""rr™1"’ COnnectinK with all 
situated, and its product, principally exported to F U1 6 n'ted StatCS is similarly 
barges and thence to vessels. The grain elevat °,Rur°pe’ goes direct from the mill to

It is the competition which the bavou gives to^h^r r advantage also" 
an advantageous shipping point. Railroad lines will / makeS H°UStOn such
mt they will also combine very often to keen frei it C.°nipete Wlth each other, it is true, 

==t do this at Houston, for they cannot coZuh® , “ high raU' Th«'
was Ibuilt by the Great Engineer of thef T" highWaV t0 the sea' " hkh 
larga' . ,VerSe and "'*™h owned by the people at

1 he railroads must meet the freio-bt tr>ii t ,
without business. That they have met these ch ba^°U transportation companies or go 
carry two-thirds of the cotton to the coast18 evidenced by the fact that they 
urd which they do not carry is significent of Imco” a'td C°aStwise shipments, but the 

H.n Jt C tW° grCat navigatio'- companies hiob ? \tlVe P°Wer °f the bavou.
the i u/u 1? but in ^ition to them are ^eir.b°ats and barges between
This6 1Ta,lh "1 =*"■> on the a™ 1?wT™ i"dep»da”‘ efafts and" 
ntenan";' 0U°dS ‘° H°aSto”'= benefit. TMs iete h “ etWee" “ a"d th= "“-Pads.

™so"i:£heF?"aa^

THE CITY Ob' HOUtSTON.

.. ■ lint vpt touching the borders of its future great-
This country, with all its Pro^re88’ " hallenge the admiration and envy of the 

ness. in time-within our generalio -rt_ wd .t every element for pros.
world. Favored in chmate m so,1. m m.n of industry

"ter come it. a constantly enlarging measure.

THE BIG THREE

lx
 T <A



Scenes on = 
di/ffalo Bayou

Municipal Government

and true economy. V. hasPbeen no jobbery or ring rule or
public servants have bee , has easily put on
waste of the Pu^ ■ c debt has not grown to be a
its proper metropo tan ai command a premium in the open
burden on the^PeoP1^ about one.half the rate of interest
^'o^ned ^pon 5rst mortgages o„ gilt-edge property throughout

In I8to, ^ihe total valuatio

fcioo. The tax rate now w*thJalu« '£o‘or about $90-33 per capita; it is now but 
per $100. The debt in 1880 was i,5 it was nearly a fifth of the amount of the
$1,800,000 and less than >6o pelcapi < • ^d less than per cent, of the real cash 
assessment; now it is less thai a e g $9O OOO)OOO. r he receipts
value of the citizens’ property, which ea ,g at the last sale of clty
from taxes last year were ^3/D-<-,<1<,• the bidding was lively and capitalists from 
bonds, issued for public improvements he bid 1 g
eastern financial centers were well repres aidermen, board of liquidation,

The city government is cit assessor and collector, recorder, attorney,
school board, city secretary, ci y y ■ fire departments.
engineer, health officer and chiei <dd & is a man of sterling good

Mayor John H. Browne, of the hri disch his duties to the eminent satisfac- 
qualities for his responsible position < 1 • 8 efficient in every way.
Hon of the citizens. The other officer . ar< a^w
Houston is lucky in her choice of ofly . • Qf city js consldered,

The police force of Houston is very small, wn
but it is fully adequate to the ^e"ana^abidi“gOsober and peaceable, and there is less 

The people are hard-worki g, 8 nearly any far eastern city of the same
crime and drunkenness in Houston^tha hut H is confnied
size. Of course, vice exists in Hou. .



' &
 \ Our [Subies.

„ Skip thiS copter
It has nothing in it which can appeal o[ children don t
infinitesmal that it cannot find ™0™ad. these pages. for they cannot do you 
worry your matter-of-fact brain . m;nutes which you might otherwise devote 
any good and you will only ^st^O1"itv who cares nothing for the heart ami soul

" tho^eXe mentality is dominated by acquisitiveness and

glorious selfishness. a»mntion('oto- ’ You are beyond redemption.
" .. The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.

, IsthatreaUyso? . not the ^tahieet^

n=::
the world, and it that hand « t^e world and all in it worth ruling.

a simple matter of logic. 'fenderest and sweetest of tyrants. fPPnied
Blessed baby! Wise ruler! T=”«re , ask. My dear sir and most esteemed 
But what has this to do with Housto y of Houston are lts most valuable

madam, it has much to do with Houstof ( be indeed lacking nl the
productions and its most precioustreasure to did it {all t0 chromcle
completeness of its exposition o imDortant product of its people. ,

those ..write-ups., (that is a vinaiimus
Vook here! Did you ever pi k up one o oth=r adon]ed wlth a ure

expression, by the way) ol a '^Xotice how they all looked alike > Ineach.face 
of the principal citizens. Did you and dignified conceit winch so Del.lied th

uS^ag^ which the sniveniogiiterary sycophant
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?zrOStltUtef h,1S talentS to concoct for him- Wel1. this book is not built on that plan 
You will hud Houston's “ principal citizens ” (bless their white souls !) at the beginning 
of every chapter, but they did not pay to get there, and they didn't pose for the occasion 
They were not even consulted in the matter.
to thVE\™th ,On pr-nc,ipal C?i2enS and We iUSt gave the strin8 "■hich hitched 

a,"k’ “d' a"d b=h°ld! - ™ a houncing, bright-eyed,

Here I am,’ said he, “what do you want of me ? ”
We told him that we wanted him for a living evidence and a valuable statistic and 

e crammed his fat fist into his mouth and nodded good-humoredly and stared at us with 
his great wondering eyes, as much as to say, “oh ' all riirht I don' V t 
big words mean, but if it doesn't hurt, I'm willing " W th°Se

havete ^im^Ze i^t^ttk “all'V’ Sh°Uld

best thing Houston had turned out A.nd his si t Un‘loUbtedly the greatest and 
equal honors, as was her right. " 03016 W*th him aud We aCCOrded her

lurking^;'nd nleir pX ^ces^ThJrTeaHhv .TotherTth"^^ 

sunshiny climate are what gave the mnn -1 »' i ’ the PUre air* the delici<>us
eyes, the happiness to their smiles the*r Ch6ekS’ tHe br^ht— to their

Houston is the nursury of Texas! Come and watch her grow.

Real Sstate and Building.

HILE Houston has never had
-up like a rocket and down -booming” here for years-
fact is that real estate has been stem 1 y .n the Um d

i constantly and rapidly advance in the valne of property
‘ 1 States has there been such a st - market has long been
' i "I the city of Houston. The real e constantiy pouring
1 active and transfers show t ia mu capitalists have

f into the city from outside sot ce..^^ p rty, and
> for a long time been making e with & rapidity whichwas

toda>-’when 7 fX

considers the city s advant g • do sQ by the
etc., property is very cheap^ enlarging its bou d^ neveI sees

The business distri which never seems avacant store
steady demand for stores and^ ion o{ Honston. One n up
the sign “^Ren ”thf:r weeks or months either in
or office. Men will wa There are no less than or under contemplation by
desk room in the mean fornl in the architects ken in advance.
course of erection, m emb . in the „ are a 1 ls oHloUses are continually

have come

months. Every train which - to pay I 5 to
to stay• cottage houses of the city are rent g wholesale business

The residence or cotta^ and stores from io to 5 1 held at exceed.

choice suburban
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property is worth from )$7 tn of
range from $2OO to a ro"‘ '<»«; and suburban, building sites of 5oxioo feet 

rhe cost of building is less here th i

Mortgage loans are made at 8 to " fiVC years credit on street 1 9<l LCntS
meansl1 ho”' 103,1 - hXe °f vaTuX”6”'-

rsi,y- . 8 condition'and by theirbe obtained reasonably ; in fact eS’ et^’ ",th railroad and other shinning- f -i- ■ 
every character TIia ■ !’ h favor is shown tn ... ! lppinS facilities, may
a"d the advantages offered "thelebv'^T" regUlated' of X^b^th'-X8 
ln Houston, when cnmtu. . ‘ 1 le pnces at which .... r ’ - their location
'ess size and fewer advant"1 ° Pr’CeS Of sites larger ™UfaCturinK si‘es are held 
‘hey were eheapm a v 'r ,O™d be muchHr „ a"d eTe" ia eities of

t,me will add its quota to theX has its ^ontTr7 UP 311 thetime in the
a" nnmense flower garden for Xth fl°Wers which fiii"3ttaChed- Which in

Among the more noteworthy hi :i r 6 entlre -vear—from Mard 16 Houston is 
l.v built, or which will be built h 1,ngs n°w in course of‘erecti “"t11 January- 
exchange) new opera house „ a" " future. are two enorn "i" H°UStOn- recent- 
cotton oil mills, wholesale busTnL T °ffice hidings ne^V brewerie». a lumber 
school houses, high school X T8’ -tai ’b COtt1°” impresses, new 
dCP? :• :tc" " ChUrChes a«d additions to T h°USeS’ anno^ -w

he tendency is to erect larger 1 ■ u Urches, new railroad

~ re s„hstantial buildings
.^-g ‘r»de wnrhers^ bu£

ls steady throughout

thB city of HOUSTON.

---------------- - ' r rt House, Which cost $125,000; the 
The notable buildings are.the ; the H— Hou se^ong-

Masonic Temple, $120,000, the^J ^,000 ; thefl5O,ooo; Opera
cost $200,000, r^thrCitVHan, tio=,==o.;rX^SXi.cXg-nnytlj'ousamts 
Exchange, ^Xic, Episcopal and Method^ Chur sohd
House, $100,000 , Catno compresses. There
each, and the cotton oil mills &
business bto^i„n,w which -as without a Im! residences with
b„s.KXb ^re'ady has many ^^buvbs ate in a iihe^o— cond

in the last fi,teen fflOUths'an

‘%SjbgtXn"itb th= dt>"S gr°Wth'

1 Vt

GIBBS' OFFICE BUILDING
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Streets and gmprovements.

oc8TON Has „ee= torgi-g ahead
°L:TSOTse. run away from h. t^dher paee.^-

a little, tugging at h=tokm mMm s?„rt, and
however, they ha -ated for the purpose, th Indeed, for sev­
er more dollars app t modern urban sc • d in a
in the very b=» way known expended -nttow^

eral years Past Swm be as finely paved a,■ “ good paving in 
gA short time Hous of Harns conn . author.

The rich charac ter <ordinary importamraUy known 
the city a matter^of Boig d,arc, or as i is pave some of
ities recognize th orange, cut into blocks, • now being put
in other sections, o- g ^e material, lhe nL' 1 vitrified brick, and 

the streets, and it is an excellen M of the city » no fiMr nlaterial
down in a large seet.on, of th, and
with the excellent sub-dramag .n th cou„try,
could be found. f brick) and, .indeei , ,.ng and hmlding pu

The sidewalks are mostly, ot generaUy used, both 
excepting Philadelphia, is br , the country. 1 he

^“sis,.xv=-”
The system underlies -_ Over ^175,000

the trolley system is use .

A
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rails, W by the i„,Mble
Less than two years ago the cars a i

car which is not run by electric power The ' mules’ today there is not a street 
lines, which are all consolidated in one Pener “mpa"y °WnS and operates the following 
and Main St. ; Fannin, Travis and Main St I ' C°ngress and Preston Avenues
wood and Houston Heights; Montgomery Market House Glen"
Lelipe and Milam; La Branch, Caroline and at *cL°U1Slana and Main Sts.; San 

urd Ward ; Houston Avenue and First Ward - ' a,n ‘ treets: Aransas Pass Depot and 
the Bruner Addition in connection with the ^1^ a 311(1 Main Street = aIld

So admirably has the system been dev ed Z h HOUStOn Hei^hts line' 
of the city-by the hotels, the postoffice court how thr°Ugh ever.v portion
lo<lge moms. market house, city hall, all the church ’ Z" iiOUSe’ tHe dep°tS' a11 the

I he machinery in the power plant is of the I t the plaCes of amusement,
has been spared to make it complete andin everv w Z* desigD and »o expense 

co isists of two twin compound Reynolds-Corliss' adequate for its use. The plant 
wo Mison generators, two Thompson-Houston englneS’ furnishing 540 horse power, 

power of 360.000 kilowatts, equal to 500 horse ^ivinS a combined electric
ho.krs together with the pu„ps, perC , , , "'"' a"d thr« ^bcock and Wilcox 
for ,ueh a large sys,em. P =™denSers and other machine,,, necessary

. Ihe °®cers of the company are- C S M t 
vice president ami general manager - C A ^O“tgOmery’ President; H. F. McGregor 
Carter6 TSweHntendenL The directors are C sT and tr«s”rer ; Fred.'

r «■ - 

............... .............

J
!
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necessarily brief articles in this 
upon Houston’s manufactures. To do 

„ ------ ------ A bare
are more or less concerned

Manufactures and Semi-Public Enterprises.
1 is not possible within the limits of the 
book to do more than barely touch r - -

v !S all that need be attempted.

■times her size, TheVate” works Sufficient for a cit.v of three

। and controlled by the Houston Wat ^u-6 the State ’ they are owned
i in 1878. The company has a naid6^ ^Olnpan-V* which was organized 

in the plant and mains. P " 1 Capltal of $600,000 which is invested

| of Buffalo bayou, but the
depth from 200 to 850 feet The '"enty 111 number, and ranging in 
ful- The domestic pressure h fro r C'ear’ Spark,i1^’ pure «»<! health- 

P pe is tlnrty feet in diameter and ,5o eet hJh • tO pouuds- The stand
finest stand pipe in America The comp^t 7 ° ^1 plate’ a»d is considered the 
o mnT 7 the W°rkS fr°m 8-°oo,ooo g allons a I" 111 PUmpS Which illcreased 
a dTv bu?" mOra arC being built eonstanH ‘ The There are 50 miles
ready fr l*0 1188 heen her growth in the oast ? °nly ab°Ut 5>ooo,ooo gallons
pumps and ma UhUre 38 her ^enJ the company ha's made

finest i„ ,x atl,,nery have been put in at enornm' 1 lat6St imProved boilers, 
and perha^ 'T’^J31- in the ^hwest Abom t the WOrks are todav the

The Houston Gas MghTc nt Wm be'aid in ,SM- ” ‘na“S Were h™11 ,892>

aml AUhun. by bargEs.

. The Plant is the largest and fiu panT deala largely m coal tar.
with four benches of six ret lest 111 the state of Texas Tn
hours. The con,leaser and « “d has a capacity of 161011 h°USe “ furnished
of 300,000 feet in twenty f c™bbcr 18 new and of the laf , f0,000 ,eet in twenty-four 
Of =50,000 feet Th" b”"8' Ther= «= two gast ‘ and haTC a =aPa=i‘y

company also uses Connelly^7 W‘th “ c°™bined capacity
=11) 8 automate street governor, which

THE CITV OK HOUSTON.

, et In addition to this, there are the tar extrac- 
increases the daily output to 5«>,o«’ ' for a complet= coal gas plant,
tors, purifiers and all the necessar ma=bl”=^ . T H Scanlon, yice-pres.dentJ. J.

T W. House is president of the P ^i rald] superintendent. Asina 
Keever treasurer and secretary, and John H. g business of the gas company
S^’i^cative of Houston’s= la^=-"f

co^^

National Cotton Oil Comp tnne about I3'° 1 worked 60,000

tons of cotton seed ant pro have an annual
cotton seed oil cake annually about 45,000 tons bales

The Southern Oil Mills cotton seed meal hag a
output of 34,= barrels of oil, A= t^ tons of seed y

of lint saved from the seec . rflnaCitv of 135 tons a day
weekly pay roll of $2,o°o. oil Miiis have a cnishing Poll is about $800.

The Merchants and I lant ■ Their weekiy l^y of seed
and use over =o,= tons of seed m thehas a capacity 3 
per £ " 2 mms. Houston has a new oil refinery of Urge capacity,

inst^"  ̂f—- form one of the --timportanto.iuu-si.toss

fea t^tuto — added to

■ ■Peoples” have been working by the Buf(alo bayou, with
them, the largest o a ' both of this city. It m o about 1,000 bales a day.
Inman Compress Company’' and its capacity wil The secondi erected
fifteen feet of water at 1^^’ds of about 7.500 bales a day 

has a storage capacity un
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by Win. I). Cleveland, on Buffalo bayou, with like canaeitv
handle abm.f ? Ke caPacit>- 1 he other compressesandle about the same amount of cotton and have an equal storage canacitv The 
compresses employ about 500 hands. 4 g CaPac,t>" 1 ,le
advaXStasitee,,foarr„:fa‘ndea!,Of C=Pitalist= "f

the erection of extensive worksTere. 3 W1U d°UbtleSS resnlt in the n=ar f”tor= ™ 

also^eXh^Ltavl tod bSt°n “"T r«lroa'1 .companies, but there are 

stove foundry and machine shoo abo"^88’ emp Oying 111 the rolling-mill, car wheel works, 
half a million a year. The three shoos oHb^q ’ 31'1 having an annual ontput of about 
and Houston, East and West Tev i S0Uthern Pacific’ Houston &Texas Central 
of all the transportation companies i^HoustoP103 ab°Ut hands’ and in the emPloy 
use in Houston nearly ^,5ooP^ a year “ °f men who earn and

- ™ai oi *^°°°-
Among other mauufacturies of HoustonP6' fineSt machiner.v-

factories, several sash, doorand blind fart • mentloned the four artesian ice
broom factories, candy factories I neS’ >arre11 factories, steam sausage factories, 
cordage and six brick and tile factoriesgaendrdn8Tng/V°rkS’ m°SS C°llar’ bagging and

As Houston is located in the suyar hnui f m 11S ° Slna,ler factories—all doing well, 
before sugar refineries will be in active on b1T8’ iS merely 3 matter of a little time 
capitalists are investigating the advantagVof’th1. T'f Already New Orleans and other 
nee mills are also favorably spoken of 8 Clty f°r thlS PurPose- The erection of

-78, “d“8Wal »e city now number
material annually, valued at about ooo’c 3 Capltal of M.ooo.ooo, consuming raw 
turning out products of between ^,^TndP2*ng °Ut * Wages nearly ,000,000, and

These are big figures but ”d 000,000.
With more tl.an'a doi^1 r^^dX^hei” i~> -d naturally so.

material 1 n shape of lumber, cotton, cotton seed8 market immense supplies of raw
bc.des the finest of iron, it is but "°°1. hides, grain and other staples,
great manufacturing p„int. The and effect for Houston to become a
mponr of cap,tai, and the atmosphere of.COnSt‘‘”tly increasing population, steady

Beh:atrSWhichhewhon,Lmayfre:d SS a"d everywhere manifest

displayed the wonderful progress and energy
Land Company i„ fosterin* manufacturi$

THE CITY OF HOUSTON.

r t ,1,, iSa? the site of Houston Heights 
enterprises at their suburb of Houston » J - ’ or building of any kind on the
was covered with trees, with no ign oi3 ^ns are either in active operation or are 
ground. Now the following manufactu g as the work can be .lone
erecting their buildings and puttingP manufactory, in successfu
Saw mill, in operation, capaClty/0’^ house in course of construction; car works, 
operation ; electric light and water power ho&neanng mpietion , 
Houston Car Co., capital Moo,capaC^tWin fyullOperation ; General Electric Co , 
Houston Brick & Tile Co., capital iaities, nearing completion mat-
capital Mo.ooo, for the manufacture of elect 1, Furniture Company, capital
“ePss factory, capital feo.ooo, in opera mu Whee.^ to of

$100,000, capacity 600 chamber suits pe cap-tal fco>OOO] in operatic.
will be in operation shortly; Omaha Bask ' n seed oil, in course of con-
CoLumers' Oil Co. mill, capital"arly completed, and the Houston 
struction ; planing mill, sash anddoorHac y, building being erected.
Heights Stave and Spoke C—^aP ^^^.urb in less than a year. Comment

That is what Houston has done 
superfluous.
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comparison, week by we’ek, already shows Mestimate 
weeks of last rear of from forty to at a sum not short of #330.000,000
,Or Sen from the Ho..Sto, P-st of March r9. «.

be °o "n the history of this city have the local^^"of M^reh 6."

.. .rowin and vaults of #^3,=^

:: or»<2^

- These are indisputable a world tQ show as stro g
“ challenges any city of sum a . n of its banks. , T W- House
“ the same time as prosperou statement does not inc uc t These facts

.. lt is to be noted, too, that tins bank stetement^^

“ private bank, but cover financial supremacy an - h of the city."
«• speak volumes, not only for the prospenty and rap
“ onstrate more than won s ca showing an increase of

"X-Mdtog that oi
• the iopMtTe—

Too much stress cann foremost of sou {nrnished by manager
showing the wonderful prospenty, b? m„„t . s 
ing official figures, showing he^by all whose
E. Raphael, should be s m _ April 5,4,919.2 >2 ,
Houston. pphruary| $i6,oo8,654 1 March, 83O; September,

January, $17,739,030; July, ^,9-• A^ecefflber, 53i.988.688.
May, $«,336,6o4 ; ^949, November, fc^-68?-
$21,755,661 ; October, $28,950,

< ^learing Mouse and ganUs.

charters, one^statecharte^ andU-Q11 ®°US?0& Five of them have national 

The national banks are tie" bankS-
1 Natlonal, the Planters’ and Mechanic?T^131 Natlona1’ the South Texas 
f Houston National. The Houston Land * ?T°Ua1’ ,the First National and the 

the private banks are those of T W H aiK rUSt C°" haS 3 State charter, and 
The oldest bank in the citv is th^6 SWee,ly & Cooinhs.

also does the largest business' The r Na?1Onal- organized in 1865. It 
seven years ago, the Houston National f™™61"6131 National was established 
-890. Phe five national banks had on M the °ther three in

J aggregate capital and Sllrphls of #^"^2 °f <18^ “

items s‘ Une "erC ^3’779.999 i their loans ar 1 a- 3ggregate deposits at the 
-terns fe.asy.cco; .™d rota! SCOUntS »3.-05,=oo; their cash

I he grand total of canital ,7'000-
total of dero'-t"111"?" °f the cle"ingyhousy=alatth«ebankSO,HoUston « estimated by 

The ,7 ,S : -'4'7OO'OO° and “« grand total Of fe'75O'°“- H= est™=tes the grand 
The total of the capital employed by nlT reSOUrCM at #6.500,000.

#“"" n°tE-broki- — ■ etc, capitalists and others

The membership of the C, • g an-e1’ iS ab°Ut
banks and the firm of T iv . eanng Houae of Houston is comnns 1 r i 
year, (1892) were $22s 61. ‘ °USe' The clearings of these s‘P °f the fiVe national
dollars for ihe year 5 ' 44' 297' “ average of nearlj fo^2d ““'1°? *aSt

This is a rema k 1 1 ■ d °ne"half millions of

They atonce piace HonV tim=s ‘he p",„latfo , ° f°remost =“‘6= °f
St. Paul. Mhmeapo,"T, ”°f’“ch ci«X m the TeXaS "etropolis,- 
this enormous banking busine3*18' any Of Whose PopulatioT“is Clt7’ Denver’ Louisville, 
-d is rested upon a firm i *8 ‘,°t the result of anVT *S ^“‘et ‘han hers. And 

record in ,892: bat

"creased since then, that a
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«,,S 86s ■ its surplus and undivided profits were #32,955, and the deposits with it were

5“:.: ........». ■.
H. Kiiby. had -it the time of its statement of March 6, 1893, total

The Houston National Bank had at tne time enrnlns of“nf «2<oaSo Its loansand discounts were $177,329. had a surplus ot 
resources of $35°,450. its denosits were $199,080. Henry S. Fox is its
$10,000 and undivided profits o ^3,334. Munger is cashier. Besides the above

and
PraX  ̂ t

following officers. W . M Mitc , p general manager. The directors
.^h^. " ^^.^e I. Arnoid. James MeOee and 0.

House, banker, —hmh^ st^d

“ d^rprosperous a^constantly

fo.mder is dead, but the business u^camec > pushing many of Houston’s best
^ts^d ™ of I dosengor more targe concerns.

others’and that of T w- 

the usuaUate for fir^-cks^discounts^ ^ht” Cent" 103,15 °n rCal proPert-v' and 

usual rate for short loans, and for lone ones ■ Per IUtereSt at ei"ht per cent is the 
an eighth to a quarter, and on Chicago and other U-'r te'L Z6"’ V°rk exchanSe is from 
three eighths. ar8e western cities from an eighth to

Some description of the banks, taken individually, is here given ■
o. rMr£™m a—

$1,368,695; its loans and discounts $80057- anT-f^t dep°SltS at that time were 
Root is its president, O. L. Cochran vice n’ tOta resources A. P.
directors are M. E. Roberts, August Bering^O T’ ('"'I ' H" Palmer’ Cashier- ItS 
Palmer. 8 lng’ L- Cochran, A. P. Root and W. H.

had a surplus profits' 3nC’ °n MarCh 6’ ^93*
that time were $909,005, included in whirl. - were 2,1 bSoo. Its total resources at 
in United States Bonds, the Bank’s oren ' ?^°2’224 of loans au(l discounts, $50,000£7,863 due from other fiu^ ““^res, valued at foo.ooo, the sum of 

.^29,117. B. Chew is its president, Judge E P Hin1 U1 C3Sh’ ItS deposits were 
cashier. Its directors are Messrs. Chew Hill p "1Ce president. A. R. Giraud 
Dr. I). F. Stuart and Win. M. Read. ’ ’ • K- Ewing, Conrad Bering, Adam Clay,

$500,000. Its statement of March'1H1Ze;1 hl HaS 3 paid up capital of
the bulk of them $948,^, loans and di^Lts^oH^1 tO be *MO7,7i8;

sight exchange. Its deposits at the same ti f remainder- $389,196, cash and 
$40,000 and its undivided profits $20 003 M T t $8°2’474- Its surPlus fund was 
vice president, H. B. Sanborn second vice 15 preside,lt- Charles Dillingham 
directors are the above named gentlemen to-dl1^1'J‘ E‘ McAshau cashier. The 

Henry Brashear, Sam Allen and C. Lombardi tT 0" T" Holt’ H’ F- MacGregor,
1 he Planters’and Mechanics’ National Haul aSS,Stant ca«hier is Ennis Cargill, 

stock, paid in, of $500,000. The bank began bnsii"aS °rgan,zed in i884, with a capital 
a month it had deposits of over $107,000 anHts InT N°V;?ber ^90. At the emi of 
- larch 1, 1891, it was designated a United States <1 p3”8 3,1,1 dlSCOUnts were $441,649. On 
government. On March 6. 1893. the total re " P°S y and financial agent the 
loans and discounts were $616,920; its cash. UnitedStates l'’" l1'31^ Were $I*OO5’595 : its

suited States bonds and sight exchange were 
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Houston’s Prettv Girls.

the

O turn from the labors of the statistician and plunge headlong into the 
subject of feminine loveliness is something in the nature of sliding off an 
iceberg into the waters of a tropical sea. It is a sudden transition, and it 
is with a good deal of trepidation that the writer makes the venture, 
knowing the truth of the line :

“ Fools rush in where angels fear to tiead.”
It requires, indeed, a facile pen, a dainty touch, a poet’s choice of 

words to describe the beauty of the maidens and matrons of this fair city 
of the South. Commerce, finance, railroads may be treated in a cold­
blooded, matter-of-fact wav and ample justice done them, but it is quite 
another matter to attempt to “paint the lily; to throw a perfume on 
violet.”
How may one give a true picture of a beautiful bouquet save by painting

•ith exquisite touch each dainty blossom which helps to form the whole ? How may 
one, in general terms, hope to convey to the distant reader’s mind a true conception 

• > of Houston’s bouquet of feminine loveliness, save by delicately tracing each fair 
human flower that is a component part of its beauty ? To do this would be an endless 

albeit a most pleasing task, for Houston’s types of beautiful women are numberless.
Here you will find the tall and stately girl, with well-poised, aristocratic head, 

crowned with a wealth of sun-kissed golden hair; eyes blue and full of depth as an Italian 
or a Texas skv; a mouth indictative of character, rather than of passion ; a chin moulded 
in perfect symmetry, and yet holding in its lines resolution rather than tenderness; a 
complexion more akin to the purity of the lily than the warm tint of the rose; a fore­
headI broad, white and placid-in short, a Juno rather than a Venus; grandly 
in her hauteur and reserve; a woman to be revered rather than adored

Here, in strange contrast, will you find the petite maid with roguish. laughing face 
all smiles and dimples, all innocence and sweetness. Her eyes are fu 1 of ever-bub du g 
happiness which conies of her surroundings of sunshine, pure air and healthful mug. 
There is a faint tinge of olive in her rounded, youthful cheeks which contrasts yet Mends 
exquisitely with the crimson of herblushes. Her soft brown eyesof marvelous beauty flash 
with delicious sauciness for one brief moment ere they are hidden by the silken angle 
of her lashes. Her lips part in a smile, and their parting shows a g mipse of such 
fine white, even teeth that involuntarily, the time-worn simile of a row of pea. Is

II
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comes into the observer’s mind and has a truer meaning than ever it had before. The 
little god of love, (who, by the way, is always most seasonably clad in only his wings and 
bow and arrows in this sunny land,) hovers about her—his laughing sweetheart, and 
with caressing fingers plays with the little stray curls which so rebelliously escape from 
the confinement where Dame Fashion’s stern decree would keep them. And the little 
maiden smiles her way into the heart of some favored cavalier, and if he be brave and 
gentle and every inch a man, as he should be, the smile will never leave her lips, but 
will take on a whole world of new sweetness and tenderness and beauty as the years- 
glide gently by her.

Here, too, will you find the dainty little maid of French or Italian descent and gentle 
Southern breeding. Of her race the men were ever brave, the women fair. Small and 
exquisitely formed—showing her patrician lineage in her delicate, slender hands and 
feet, her shell-like tiny ears, she still has something very human and very winning and 
very lovable about her. The proud old name which she bears is a part of her very religion, 
but the strain of that French or Italian blood which pulses through her veins has warmth 
in it, it makes of her cheeks a battle ground for a new “ war of the rosesit gives to- 
her deep gray eyes-eyes which passion will turn to a velvety blackness, eves in which 
her soul stands revealed in all its wondrous purity and beauty.

, She can be cold and reserved as a Vere de Vere-and as cruel-upon occasion, but 
winsome and maddeningly coquettish as any spoiled darling to those who know her 
well, and who, perforce, must love her. She is womanly-wise, womanly-proud and vet 
a very baby, too. Impulsive ever-imperious, tender, loving, bv turns, but always fasci­
nating in her dainty loveliness and innocence, she holds in captive chains a host of 
adorers, though but to one is ever given the right to do aught but stand afar off and wor­
ship at her shrine.

She is indeed the fairest of the flowers of the South, and her perfection must ever 
linger in the memory of those who have known her, like the faint, sweet perfume of dis­
tilled rose leaves round the shattered vase.

And here come trooping many, many girls, all clamoring by their right of beantv for 
a place m the bonqnet. They are of every type, of every style and form of loveliness. 
Girls, girls, girls! as far as the eye can see ! The sober statistician finds himself suddenly 
surrounded by scores and hundreds of sweetest girl-faces, and his pen falters and hesi­
tates his unsteady hand. And their eyes of blue and brown and black and grey 
Laughmg eyes, teasing eyes, pleading eyes, mischievious eves, rebuking eves scornfui 
eyes, eyes of gentle entreaty, eye, flashing with indignation, sunny eyes and e(es with a 
storm cloud gathering ,n them depths-turn where he will, those eyes of the girls he can
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than this brief tribute to

not describe in one short chapter are ever ^1^r,.aSS the chilly iceberg

-its fair sir-to

was laid upon the purpose of th s book to reinforced is more absolutely true
always in view, will state^ here^rU. God bless them every one i
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^.way, just how it ha^■advanced not ?" V'" a practical 
basis of improvement, which at once p’recludeTthe ' ^h'r ’ * I J * * * * O” 3 
values declining, but on the contrarv J • . Possibility of present
more rapidly during the next five - )eing sustained and advancing

In 1883 the late Hon. Wm. R fiTker soldT"^ PaSt yearS' 
three miles west of the court r - lands 111 ten acre tracts, 
bringing $150 to S200 per acre “n^SS?? tOday theSe lands are

I on south side for ^2OO. He sold to facoh' H i PUrChaSed block 3o8
J sold it out for 5250 to &00 per lot t/ Hornberger for $2000 who
I for at least $10,000. In '1885 lots in I 1 the block would now sell

p —91 south side soid 
lacfic sh s) WM , by L k odrd>‘'°="rJourdevin6 (iustnorthoftheSouth

Co n therc "0W 8611 8t the rate PL,tted “d sold at about fo=o
th, J? b°Ught 34 acres <°” " Inch "their D 1! ,Per aCre' In t887' ‘he Southern

In r888 and ,8S9, blocks of ten fots in bA ‘''"“- ‘he last time it sold for fa J, 

=7:=-"^^

THE CITV OK HOUSTON.

A book could be hlled with i- -tS-h (-o
the phenominal advances that cou < b 1 lots that are now selling

^^to^per lot, o^boutfeS Harris county l^d

be of the

uess of these lands. Since that t,»e how ver vate« the increas has been
cou-^osers better values in farmtng lands

from si Z'2U “ „i,„riiprpthan can be had for the same money elseu 1^ w Thomas & c
The foregoing memo 15 furnlsl ’^d on all matters relating to city and county 

real estate agents, he being thoro g and Harris county since he was fourteen
real estate, having sold real estate n Qf Houston ever issued
years old. He has drawn and publ she1 Houston, have been printed
Nearly 500,000 copies of this>map with fact a of untiring n

know that she is the Hub City of Texas.
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The Cotton GQarket.

■

ING cotton's domains are broad and his power is far-reaching. He holds 
undisputed sway over an enormous territory, and Houston is his capital 
city. Texas leads all the other states in the production of cotton. Not 
only that, but she produces a quarter of all the cotton raised in the I nited 
States. Most of this cotton crop is grown in the state, and Houston is the 
principal market for it, handling the lion's share.

This trade has grown so rapidly that Houston has become the leading 
market for the purchase of cotton in the United States, next to New 
Orleans. The concentration of the many railroads, her superior compress 
advantages, her unrivalled shipping facilities by rail or by water at the 
lowest competitive rates, her large banking capital, and above all, the 
superior staple and fiber, and all that goes to make up the most desirable 
cotton for the spinner, have brought together buyers upon the floor of her 
cotton exchange representing every manufacturing market in this country 
and in Europe. . .

The Houston Cotton Exchange and Board of Trade was organized in 
1874 and chartered in 1877.

To give a proper idea of the extent of the cotton business of Houston
and of its rapid growth, figures from the official record of the Cotton Exchange, showing 
the net and gross receipts for past years, are given. In the season of 1876-77 the net 
receipts were 41,221 bales. In 1886-87 they amounted to 209,020 bales. In 1891-92 they 
had advanced to 434.317 bales. For the season 1892-93 they were 465.487.

Here are figures on the gross receipts from the season 1884-5 upto 1892-3 as furmshe 
bv G. W. Kidd; who has been secretary of the Cotton Exchange since its inception.

Gross receipts, season of 1883-85 408,434 bales.
.. .. •• “ 1887-88 641,159 “
.. <• •• “ 1889-90 794.6oi
.. .. “ «• 1891-92 1,135.872 “
-< <* “ *' 1892-93 1,119,282

It took upwards of S25.000.000 to handle the cotton last year in Houston, which 
shows the importance of this market from a financial view.

The only problem that has confronted Houston is how to build houses fast enough 
to accommodate the people who are flocking to her from every quarter, and to keep up her
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nCwmenotr hb"dling COtt°n “ VT reCeiptS inCreaSe: but this last is -O"' fa"ly s°lved.

facilities of HousToTar^t^ated ^"ZX^mKris Seefl'OiI millS transPortation 
the subject. nth’ 1 unnecessary to add more here upon

New^r"38 Steadil-Vahead until she has passed all her cotton rivals save

Great is King Cotton and Houston is his prophet!

H. HENKE & CO., GROCERY.

f-

Churches and Charities.

OUSTON is the “ City of Churches” of Texas. Nowhere in the great 
state is so much attention given to matters of religion as in the busy 
metropolis. Nowhere are the churches so well filled Sunday after Sun­
day, the vear round. Counting all sects and denominatians, there are 
in Houston no less than forty-eight churches and meeting houses devoted 
to religious worship. This is a remarkable showing for a city of Houston’s 
size, and would reflect credit on one of double the number of her inhabi­
tants. The following list shows how they are divided among the dif- 

erent denominations:
Catholic-Church of Annunciation, Rev. Father Thomas Hennesy, pastor. 

Sacred Heart Church, Rev. Father P. M. Simoni, pastor; St. Joseph’s Chapel Rev. 
Father Thomas Hennesy, chaplain. St. Joseph’s Church and St. Patrick ® Church

Episcopal-Christ Church, Rev. R. C. Aves, rector; St. John s Mission of Christ 
Church ; St. Mary’s Church, Rev. H. P. Vicborn, rector.

Baptist-First Baptist Church, Rev E. L. Lamkin, pastor; German Baptis Church, 
Rev. F Heisig, pastor; Second Baptist Church, Rev. G. W. Pickett, pastor; Third Bap­

tist Church, Rev. M. W. Smalley, pastor.
Methodist-First German M. E. Church, South, Rev. Peter H. Hensch pastor, 

Houston Tabernacle M. E. Church, South, Rev. John E. Green, pastor; McKee^Street M. 
F Church South Rev. I). H. Hotchkiss, pastor; Mission German M. L. Church, Soutl , 
tv Pastor; Preston Avenue German M. E. Church, Rev Jacob Ott, pastor;
Shearn Memorial M. E. Church, South, Rev. G. C. Rankin, pastor; Washington Street 
M. E. Church, South, Rev. J. R. Morris, pastor; Zion M. E. Church, Rev. Jacob )tt, 

^^Presbyterian-First Presbyterian Church, Rev. Leavell, D D., stated supply; Hardy 
Street Mission Presbyterian Church, Rev. Jas. G. Tanner, stated supply ; Lubbock Street 
Presbyterian Church, Rev. R. H. Byers, pastor; Second Presbyterian Church, Rev. J. ,.

1 anChristian>—Capitol Street Christian Church, Rev. J. C. Mason, pastor.
Congregationa^-Shearn St. Mission Congregational Church, E. W. Brown, lecturer.

Hebrew—Temple Beth Israel, Wolf Willner, Rabbi.
Lutheran-First German Evangelical Church, Rev. Wm. Hackman, pastor; German 

Evangelical Church, Rev. J. Barthel, pastor.



1'HE CITY OK HOUSTON.

Baptist Church, BoyXTchapeiM'F ^^”“8 ““^c, ChUrCh' Bethel Missi<»«ry 
Z.o= Baptist Church, Damaaca, BaptS ctech GooTh A' M' E' ChUrCh' C™P 

Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church. Jordon Grove M M1SS,OUar>" BaPtist Church. 
Pleasant Baptist Church, Mount Vernon M E Ch l '^Onar-V Baptist Church. Mount 
Church. Pleasant Grove Baptist Church' Sin' CB"ch’ Mount z>on Missionary Baptist 
Chunth, St. Paul's A. M. B. Chtneh Muitv M F eT E' ChUrCh' St' M B. 
aionary Baptist Church. Wesley Chapel A M B Ch h ' Wa“S’ Chape1' F°Urth Mi=- 
atte^ ~ ue^y^ churches and they are al! well

:hip otZJt "Uh™hthirty'SiX’ ha™K a tot-' -™»er.

these are charitable organizations and de“ 'T V'ng “ membershiP °f 350. Many 
There is a Womans' Exchange and Emni m,ssl°=ary work.

a=d run tn the interest of working g7rfsE”dP °yment =Ure=™ organized by Houston ladies, 
looking for employment. ® g and those 8-rls and women who come to the cit^



Educational facilities.

HF Educational JhichTalayb."mu'd" No state

—.uiniooa

in approved securities, the puhbc,schools .ti the^ 1^ 

"■the"Xnd to the purpose of educating the chiidren within her

(October. 1893) thirteen Pllb,ic Scho°,S "Vhev 
...uni., rhe scolastic age-from 8 to t8 years old. They 

follows according to the last report:

limitS" mntnher iSox) thirteen public schools in the city and
ove^ = ^^tie age^tron. 8 to ,8 years old. They 

- “ ;.o37 1 total white child-

""cliored male chiidren. ..46, i colored temale children, ..483; total 

colored children, 3,944. character and admirably adapted to their
The school buildings are of a six new brick schoolhouses, costing from

purpose. In addm.nji to- the is u of construction and the
$20,000 to >30,000 each have lateiv
bonds for their cost have been issue, am ' d when it ig completed Hous-

“ha^xx1^:'  ̂:::^h—dati..... ^s;

■

Elysian street, four rooms, 225 sittings, >10,700.
Longfellow, six rooms, 336 ^ttings. $14,490.
Dow, six rooms, 336 sittings, $13,S00-
Taylor, six rooms, 321 sittings, >13.34°.
San Felipe. 926 sittings, >3.3O°-
Total sittings, 2.73' 1 total valuations. $1.0,340.

For colored pupils:

$32,876.51 
35,064.09 
38,086.02 
43.856.18 
50,883.41 
54.53O.8o 
62,773.48 
53-977.32 
68,562.04 
74,649.80 
74.349-51
80,488.17 
88,687.95 
82,783.67-- - -.«uy too small f'S' i" "

« larger one before lonj XX !mOUUt of husi

Deposits, (postal funds rK'=i " '■ t'sgX'.'..............
.. =='vedfrom other postmasters,)'l886 

1887 
1888. 
1889. 
1890. 
1891.
1892. 
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Postal Business of Houston.
S is P=rhaPskaasbgoordPan TndicatioX of tte^XhT X H°UStOn POSt°ffi“ 

anything could be. ‘ the gro"-‘h °f the city in late years as

!
 o,rereiPts from the sateTfXtLhXXXT81” R”*”’ Sh°W that the increase 
from ,886 to ,S92. The incr^f- “velopes, etc., was over ninety per cent, 
‘hat of ,89I over ,890 was X 7 Xd sT 1889 '6 P" “”‘-i ‘hat

was more than ,5 per cent. The ind.e r P "“h and thatof lS9= over 1891 
■893 Wil! show an increase of about 20T°nS f°r thiS year indicate ‘h»‘
increase in the amount of mail h nd ed nXhe « aSti11

Houston ts the distributing point f X “■
I arge sums of money during the year froX th ,0°° Pos‘ofii==a. « receives 

™0U”.t “> aho-t aquaS of°” ItS lonev order

“X*™--
Postoffice. as furnished by postmaster 'r'I116 business of the Houston 
el e can how rapidly the business ^^0"' "I11 Sh°W tha” a”vthi„g 

Gross reven eT,;<ling hlCrease ia the genera yearS-andthis means
• ""UUe (8ale Of stamPs, envelopes, etc ) X" City'

“ i887.'."
1888..

•• u '* - .. :: i889-.
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First ward, one room, 67 sittings, $1,385

3’622 fr33.840valu,a0ti„C„010redSCh0°,S'

excellent boarding XL an/IcademyXr ab°Ut PHPilS' Th«e *= also a most 

Ramate Word. There are, in addition, numerous C°nducted b7 »>e nuns of the 
»h,ch are attended more or less Mly bv the cbl ™ pr™te achl>°ls of high character,

A thoroughly good business college i a so 'L WMlthi« classes. '
may learn commercial methods bool- l ° establlshe<l in Houston, where vonn<z

’I

enormous industry, 
merchants received 
about 150,000,000 of

ri)/ 
- 

■

/

There are hundreds of saw

The Cumber GQarhct.
OR two hundred and twenty miles east from Houston is a belt of 
forest land eighty miles wide. Then comes the Louisiana state 
line’ and for fifty miles further into Louisiana the belt continues.

This belt comprises the great pine forests of Texas and L<m£ 
a„a-the most extensive and valuable timbered doma.r in the 
United States. Some idea of this immense area may be obtan c 
from the fact that it is as great as the state of Illinois '
of standing timber on this land is sufficient to supply the entir

United States for many years to come. ----------

stantlyat work felling the forest giants, but man 
y-*' inroad yet upon the supply.

Houston, the Queen of Texas, receives royal tribute from^th.s

forests and

cypress shingles. the citv about 400,000,000 feet offn addition to the above, there Passed^XX^pply Poi”‘f” ««‘"e -ills 
lumber and about 200,000,000 slung es. h wealth The capltal
^cSin SeXXZLTotlneluding the h<ddurs of timberdauds-is over 

$1,500,000, and it is being turned oveiships lumber to almost every
Houston supplies not only b infl1ltities to the Indian Territory, to Oklahoma, 

county in the state—she ships eiioimous Mexico, Arizona, Iowa and to
to Kansas, to Missouri, to Nebraska Cc orado I ah

- cent, in 1S92 over

This yea; will show as large a percentage of increased tra

The capital employed in the; -''l-^P »= = in Houston.
the milling concerns do a 1 th fnd speP,l their money here. Long leaf yellow
Many of the mill owners ' , . ,h forests are immense supplies of hard
pine forms the great bulk^"ber^u .„

Xnessnin thf section. Year after year new capita! is invested and new nulls started.

>
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Practically the supply is inexhaustible. Long before the big forests are swept away a 
new generation will know Houston as one of the greatest American cities—as one of the 
famous cities of the world.

Manufacturers, realizing the advantage of this tremendous supply of raw material at 
the doors of the Texas metropolis, have established extensive factories here, and more 
are coming all the time. With them comes the “bread and butter brigade’’—the bone 
and sinew of a city’s prosperity.

Already about 150,000,000 feet of lumber are consumed yearly in the factories of 
Houston, and other enterprises of a similar character are projected. Planing mills, sash 
and door factories, factories for making mantles, stair work, store fronts and kindred 
products ; barrel and cistern and car-building works are all here, and all flourishing

I heir business increases year after year. They employ thousands of mechanics and 
use millions of capital.

The lumber dealers have under consideration the erection of a magnificent lumber 
exchange and when it is built the annual conventions of the Texas Lumbermen’s Asso- 
its khKUi1 t^e t™ 1 115 aSSOCiati°n is One of the most Powerful and important of 
its kind in the country, and its members represent an enormous aggregate capital The 
hokUh1 "t081 °f tHeir a!1HUal conventions have been held in Houston is proof^ that they 
10 d the city as one of the first importance, and the exchange building will add greatly 

to its advantages as a place of meeting. '''
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i883, New Orleans Encampment.

1875. Houston State Fair.
IstS. Houston Encampmeuf.
1880, Houston Xolksfest
1882, Houston Volksfest.

1876. Houston State Fair.

188s. Mobile Encampment.
,5s Philadelphia Encampment.
58’ Houston (beating state record) 

Galveston Encampment, barred.

The Jtousion Cighi Guards.

DI HE Lone Star State has ever been famous for her soldiers, "ot alone in times of war 
but also on the field of friendly contest where on many memorable occasions t

4L .. Texas bovs" have returned home with fresh laurels, won from the finestxompan
* in existence It is no wonder then that a souvenir of Houston, or even fexa would 
be indeed, should no mention be made of the Houston Light Guard, the

W champion best drilled infantry company of theR Texas volunteer Guards,
The Houston Light Guard, Company B, F rst Regiment 1 being suc-

was chartered April 2ist, 1873, with Captain FarrfaxCaPt. 
ceeded by Cpt. J. R Coffin n.the PaU of same L

Coffin’s successor in 1875. and Lapt. (,eo. - j succeeded the following
ing ,880 Capt. Jas. A. Baker. Jr. ™ XXtasMp the company made wonderful 
year by Capt. Thomas Scurry, under wh . lace was filled by Capt. Frank A.
conquests, when in 1885, Capt. Scum re ■ ‘ successor, but has continued the
Reichardt, who has proven himself not on y a ichardt is still in command and
triumphal march of the company to victories Cap
occupies a place in the heart of every mem herof & of the numerous

(Vving to the small space which can be demoted he g of

victories of this grand company we 11 .
the date, occasion and prizes won, winch are as folio

First prizes interstate contests
1884, Houston Encampment.
1885, New Orleans Encampment.
1886, Galveston KncamPm1el,1l'i;rqtion
1888, Austin, (state capitol dedication

and Encampment.
Second Prizes. Interstate Contests:

1882, New Orleans Encampment.
First Prizes, State Contests .

1874. Austin Capitol Fair.
1S77, Houston State Fair.
1879, Houston Volksfest.
1881, Houston Volksfest.

Second Prizes, State Contests.
1874. Houston State Gaiveston Maifest.
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The company is at present officered as 
Captain, Frank A. Reichardt. 
Second Lieutenant, Geo. N. Torrey. 
First Sergeant, Robt. E. L. Swanson. 
1 bird Sergeant, Robt. Burns, Jr. 
Fifth (Color) Serg’t, Vern W. Angle. 
Second Corporal, J. C. Wiggin. 
Fourth Corporal, Will W. Thomas. 
Chaplain, Rev. H. D. Aves.
Financial Secretary, W. E Porter v y, W. n. lorter. , Recording Secreta,

Having been barred from enteriiw the Hn’ii ot r* i
retired from participation in all competitive drills and now 7 111 I.^9’ COmpany 
of -• The World Beaters.” There beil.r , “ z tS 0,1 the wel1 earned title
Great, Capt. Reichards set about with U.eLTrTctommatiZ'of ' ’ Unli\e AleXander the 
a home of their own an armnt-tr i i ation of seeing his company own
Houston-but the sute L"T

I116 rM1iZati°- oi CaT^r^s^Tes^e0' 'rien<iS "b" 

follows:
Urst Lieutenant, Spencer Hutchins. 
Ihird Lieutenant, Chas. H. Pescay. 
Second Sergeant, E. Cabeen Blake 
Fourth (Com.) Serg’t, Will M. Baugh 
Pirst Corporal, T. L. Rushmore. 
Third Corporal, J. M. Burroughs 
•Turgeon-Lieut., J. R. Stuart. ' 
Business M’g’r, Col. W. A. Childress.

•The Armory cost over $30,^ exclusive of the. Se,Cretai7> W" M. Baugh,
with red stone trimmings, and the picture as shown g'°UU/ .’ 11IS built °f Pressed brick, 
year. We regret that lack spaCe wiilTot Jer^" sT °f th=

*■
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Resorts and Amusements
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I Jno.F./Aorris gco.
^RNITURe'^rjDCa^M,Ss,0N

211 Travis Sr

N the number of social organizations of every kind and condition, 
■'i which contribute to the entertainment or advancement of their mem- 

JT^ers, Houston stands preeminent The bare mention of their names 
X-.X,. puakes a formidable list, but it shows, better than anything else could, 

f Ytheir variety, and to some extent, the cosmopolitan and metropolitan 
1 character of the city. It is with this purpose that the following list is

g Houston Light Guard, membership .142. Bachelors' Hall and Club, 
membership, 105. Central Republican League of Houston, inember-

■ ship. 300. Clerks Social and Benevolent Association of Texas, mem- 
k' bership, 25. Deutsche Gesellschaft, membership. 50. East End Gun 

Club. Emmett Council, membership. 234. Geo. B. McClellan Post,
> No. 9. G. A. R., membership, 50. Houston Assembly No. 130, Brother­

hood of Painters and Decoraters of America, membership, 25. Houston 
Bicycle Club, Subdivision 28, L. A. W., membership, 25. Houston 
Branch of the Railway Postal Clerks’ Association, membership. 35. 
Houston Concordia Club, membership, 125. Houston Left-Handed Car- 
nival, Fishing and Hunting Club, membership, 35. Houston Lodge 
No 15 Benevolent Protective order of Elks, membership, 150. Hous­

ton Lyceum, (library of about 3,000 volumes open to the public Wednesdays Saturdays 
and Sundays ) Houston Pharmaceutical Association, membership, 22. Houston Retail 
Lu u- Dealers Association, membership, 115. Houston Rifle Club Membership. 17. 
Houston Schuetzen-Verein, membership, 82. Houston Single Tax Club membership, 
60 Houston Turn-Verein, membership, 356. Houston Typographical Union No 87, 
membership, 55. Houston Union No. 32, International Brotherhood of Blacksmiths, 
membershin^o Houston Volksfest Association, membership, 55. International Asso­
ciation of Machinists, Local Union No 12, membership, 40. International Un, Sheet 
Hon and Cornice Workers’ Association, Local Union No. 54, membership 50. Iron 
Moulders’ Union No. 259, membership, 30. Journeymen Barbers I mon ^ership^. 
Tourneyman Tailors’ Protective Union, No 72. membership 40. Ladies Reading Club, 
membership 50. Lone Star Lodge No. I, I. O. O. F., membership 4^. lAmg Horn 
Hunting and Fishing Club, membership. ,o. Machine Wood Workers I num. No. .5, 
membership, 37- Magnolia Lodge, No. 7, Sons of Herrmann, membership. 40. Metro-



THE CITV OH HOUSTON.

politan Hunting and Fishing Club, membership, 92. Order of Iron Hall. No. 1436, 
membership, 33. Order of the Inca. Protection Assembly of the International Frater­
nal Alliance, membership, 36. Providence Council, No. 309, American Legion of Honor, 
membership, 150. Queen Marguerita Savoia Benevolent Society of Houston, member­
ship, 86. St. John’s Total Abstinence and Benevolent Society, membership, 40. St. 
Joseph’s Branch, No. 541 Catholic Knights of America, membership. 25. St. Patrick's 
Branch, No. 354, Catholic Knights of America, membership, 43. Texas Division 
Travelers’ Protective Association, membership. 462. Texas State Geological and Scien­
tific Association, membership, 100. Travelers’ Protective Association. Post C, member­
ship, 182. Woodmen of the world, Magnolia Camp, No. 13, membership, 70.

Many of the societies, lodges and clubshave halls of their own, in which in addition 
to their regular meetings, they often have entertainments of various kinds.

Sweeney & Coombes’ Opera House is the principal theater of the city and one of 
the finest places of amusement in the State. It cost #85,000, is a five-story brick 
building, with a frontage of 150 feet and a depth of 125 feet. Its stage is 50 feet deep, 
70 feet wide and 64 feet high. Its seating capacity is 1,700. The scenery and general 
appointments and decorations of the interior are all that a first-class theater should 
contain, and the leading traveling stars and combinations appear upon its stage every 
season. It was opened on Nov. 3, 1890, by Grau’s Opera Co., in “ 1 he (gondoliers.

The Volksfest grounds are attractive and have many visitors. Magnolia Park, with 
Lake Estelle, the artesian well, grand concert hall and pavilion overlooking the Buffalo 
Bayou, is about three and one-half miles east of the court house and is reached by the 
“Belt Line” cars. It is a popular resort during the summer months. There is also a 
fine pavilion and parkat Houston Heights,a flourishing and growing suburb of the city.

The Grand Lodge of the Masonic fraternity is located here, where they own a large 
and imposing temple, the secretaries of the different bodies having their offices in the 
building. Holland Lodge No. 1 is the oldest lodge in the state, chartered Dec. 2, 1858. 
On its roll of membership appear the names of the early fathers of Texas—men whose 
nameswill be immortal ; membership 100. Gray Lodge No. 329 was chartered June 24, 
1870 and has a membership of about 75. The Royal Arch Chapter of the state has its 
headquarters in the Masonic Temple. Washington Chapter, No. 2, was chartered May 
5th, 1848. Meetings are held monthly. Ruthven Commandery Knights Templar was 
chartered in 1855. Conclaves are held on second Friday of each month, membership 75.

Ransome Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star is located in Houston, meetings 
in the Masonic Temple. The order is composed of Masons, their wives, their mothers, 
daughters and sisters.
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Houston’s J^otels.

OTHING is more important to a growing city than fine and large hotels. 
Give a stranger poor accommodations, let him eat dyspepsia-provoking, 
indigestable food, and no matter what advantages the town may have to 
offer, he is inclined to take a pessimistic view of it, and when he leaves 
it he will talk more of his uncomfortable bed and wretched meals than he 
will about the beauties or the fine business opportunities which he saw. 
That is human nature. On the other hand, if he is comfortably lodged 
and well fed he will see things with an unprejudiced eye and he will tell 
about them as he should. That is some more human nature.

There was a man who went to a Texas town and wanted to put up at 
the best hotel ; so he asked a native of the town, whom he met at the 
depot, to direct him there.

“ Waall, stranger,” said the native,as a queer twinkle came into his left eye,
“Thar’s only two hotels in the place. If yer go to one yer’ll a’wished yer’d 

gone to the other ; if yer go to the other, yer’d wish ye had gone to the first, an’ if yer go 
either yor’ll wish you gone to Hades.”

Or maybe the word wasn’t Hades, but it meant the same thing, anyhow.
That town wasn’t Houston, and that story couldn’t be located in Houston, for if there 

is a city in all the south that can afford to be proud of her hotels is the metropolis of 
Texas. Houston can entertain an immense number of strangers and she can do it well.

The principal hotels of the city are the Hutchins House, the Capitol, the Grand Cen­
tral, the Tremont and the Globe. At Houston Heights there is also a fine hotel, and 
throughout the city are numerous smaller hostelries where one may live comfortably 
and cheaply.

The Hutchins House, which occupies the block on Franklin ave. running from Main 
to Travis streets, is in its appointments, furnishing accommodation, and management as 
fine a hotel as one may wish to live in It is centrally located and within easy distance 
of theaters, churches, the postoffice, court house, city hall, banks and principal business 
houses. It will accommodate over 300 persons, and is under the management of Col. 
Geo. D. Hodges, than whom a more widely or favorably known hotel man does not exist 
in this country. Take it all in all, the new Hutchins House ranks very high among the 
hotels of the country and-hasdone much to assist Houston in her progress towards met- 
ropolitanism. Rates are from #2.00 to $2.50 per day.
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THE CITY OK HOUSTON.

The -Capitol Hotel occupies the site of the old Texas State Capitol, which was 
once at Houston, and is in its appointments and management one of the best houses in 
the state It was built in 1883 and was made as complete in every way as money and 
well-directed effort could make it. It is situated at the corner of Main street and exas 
a^nue and is within convenient distance of all places of resort and o business houses. 
I is 125 X 8=- eet ground plan, five stories high and contains about .50 sleeping 
“ooms besides twenty commodious sample rooms. It has baths and toilets on every 
n ’ lio-hted bv electricity and gas; has steam elevators, steam heat and all modern 
improvements The dining room will seat ,25 guests. The billiard room and bar is large 
and well-appointed. The lobby is large and is a great meeting place for merchants, 
drU” H1™ le^^eo. McGinley, who

is a well known and popular hote)1 man.He ™ ^erly th„etor of 
and the Beach hotels at <-h-eston ; the Ev

House Atlanta, Ga., an ie . , under its original lessees, Coleman & Stetson.
whose" ypuUrit; is unquestioned, is the chief clerk and manager of the 

hotel Phnip Holmes” is assistant. The Capitol's rates are #2,50 and $3.5= per day.

The Globe Hotel, situated at the corner of 
Congress avenue and Washington street, is an ex­
cellent house, most ably managed by Mr. W illiam 
Sullivan, a hotel man of popularity and long 
experience.

The Globe has accommodations for forty gues , 
and the rooms are large and comfortably supplied 
with new and handsome furniture. Cars pass the 
hotel and it is within easy distance of all the places 

of resort.
The table is an excellent one and every attention 

is paid to the comfort of guests. . Bath rooms are on 
each floor. .

The Globe is a popular house and does a .) g |l 
business, and is centrally located. The rates are globe hotel.

#I'5THgGR4ND central Hotel is situated directly opposite the Grand Central Depot 
andls a new house, with all the modem improvements known to hotel construction and

CAPITOL HOTEL.
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appointment. It was built only two years ago and was handsomely furnished throughout. 
It is under the management of James Lawlor, who runs the Grand Central Depot Dining 
Hall in Houston, as well as the lunch room at the Rosenberg Junction on the Santa Fe 
and Southern Pacific roads,

The Grand Central is 75 X 100 feet and is three stories high. It has twenty-eight 
rooms and accommodations for forty guests. Its sanitary arrangements are of the best, 
and its table is particularly fine. The rates are $3.00 per day.

The Tremont Hotel is situated at the corner of Congress avenue and Milam streets 
and is consequently quite centrally located. The rooms are large and airy and there are 
commodious sample rooms and good bathrooms attached to the hotel. A. Sens is the 
proprietor and he looks after the comfort of his guests in a way to make him very popular. 
The charges are ^1.50 a day.

The Houston Heights Hotel at Houston Heights is a new and handsome struc­
ture, designed more for the summer accommodation of families than for transient custom, 
although the latter is always cared for. The hotel accommodates fifty persons and is 
modern and complete in its arrangements and admirably managed. The rates are $2.00 
a day.
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Houston as a Railroad Gcuter.

PCRE it not for the railroads which spread their network overall our great 
country, the United states would be, in much of its territory, almost as 
unexplored and unknown as is central Australia or Africa today. It is to 
the railroads that the United States owes her commanding pre-eminence 
as the wealthiest nation on earth, just as it is to her constitution and 
republican form of government that she owes her political prosperity. 
Without the railroads the great cities of the interior would now be country 

V ” villages, or, at best, towns depending upon a limited scope of immediate sur­
rounding territory for their support.

The sleepy village of yesterday has her eyes opened by the shrieks of the 
locomotives of an entering railroad and she at once blossoms out into a lively town. A 
competing road comes clamoring for part of her trade, and she springs into still greater 
activity, and if her natural sources warrant it, in time becomes a city. The more rail­
roads that come to her, the greater and richer she grows, They made her and she 
enriches them a thousand fold.

Such is the history of scores and hundreds of American cities and towns; such, to a 
great extent, is the history of Houston.

Although Houston is an old city, as western American cities go, having been founded 
in 1836, it was not until the hiss of the steam, the clanging of the bells and the shriek of 
the whistle announced that the iron horse had come, that she began to assume anything 
of commercial importance.

In 1850, the design of a railroad from Harrisburg, a settlement near Houston, to 
Austin was conceived, and its projector, Gen. Sidney Sherman, one of the heroes of San 
Jacinto, took active measure to make his plan a success. Capitalists were interested, a 
charter was obtained from the legislature, containing a proviso empowering the city of 
Houston to tap the road at some convenient point, and the road was pushed with energy.

That was the beginning. It put the railroad fever into the minds of the people of 
Houston and they obtained three charters for as many roads to enter the city : the Gal­
veston, Houston & Henderson ; the Houston & Texas Central; the Houston Tap & 
Brazoria, now a branch of the International & Great Northern.

Liberal grants were made to those lines by the state legislature, and by 1861 there 
were 357 miles of railway centering at Houston. She had begun to put out her feelers, 
which, after the war and the turbulent period of reconstruction, were destined to multiply
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and extend from the Atlantic to the Pacific oceans, and from the wheat plains of the 
north-west to the tropical glades of southern Mexico.

Now, (in May, 1893,) Houston’s 357 miles of railroad have increased to 8,857 miles— 
enough to go straight through the earth and stick out 800 miles on the other side.

Instead of having three roads she has now fourteen, with three more projected from the 
city and the Chicago & Rock Island coming from Iowa through the Indian Territory.— 
What could be more indicative of Houston's commercial importance and supremacy than 
this incontrovertable statement of facts ?

Here are the names and mileage of the roads :
Southern Pacific system...........................................................................................2563 miles.
Texas & New Orleans Division........................................................................ 725
Houston & Texas Central Railway system...................................................... 788
International & Great Northern Railway.......................................................... 825
Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad. .. .............................. 1058
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway................  i828
Galveston, Houston & Henderson Railroad.................................................. 50
Houston & Columbia Railway and Velasco Terminal. ........ 70
Texas Western Railway........................................................................ 52
Houston, East & West Texas 232
San Antonio & Aransas Pass.......... ........................................................ 3°9

The Southern Pacific is is one of the great historic traffic lines of the United States, 
it having been the second through line connecting with the Pacific. The railroad lines 
composing it make a through line from San Francisco to New Orleans, where connection 
is made with the various trunk lines running north and east from that point. The 
lines constituting the Southern Pacific route connect at New Orleans with the Morgan 
steamship line running between New York and New Orleans, and with it form the most 
popular route for through traffic between New York, the Atlantic seaboard and the 
Pacific, freight being delivered quicker by this line than by any other between the same 
points. Steamship lines in the same interests run from New Orleans to Florida, the 
West Indies and Central America. El Paso is about midway between the Gulf of Mexico 
and the Pacific coast. The rail lines west of that point are known as the Pacific system, 
and those east of it are popularly known as the Atlantic system. The total mileage of 
railroads in the Southern Pacific route with its branches is between 5000 and 6000 miles, 
and the total mileage, including water routes, is about 14.000 miles.

Cotton and cattle make the bulk of the traffic on the lines west of Houston, and 
lumber between Houston and New Orleans. The traffic over the main line is enormous,
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much through freight from the Atlantic to the Pacific passing over it and through 
Houston. But the direct traffic with Houston is also exceedingly large.

From figures carefully compiled and furnished by Mr. J. Kruttschnitt, the general 
manager of the lines in Texas, it is shown that the road brought to Houston during 1891, 
70,372 bales of cotton, and in 1892, 115,207 bales. During these two years the road also 
brought into Houston the immense amount of 155,396,753 pounds of lumber and 732 car 
loads of cattle.

At Eagle Pass, one hundred and fifty miles south-west of San Antonio, the road con­
nects with the Mexican International, which is a short and picturesque route to the City 
of Mexico, touching at many important Mexican towns on the way.

The company owns large stock yards in the city, extensive creosote works one 
mile east of the city limits, and operates extensive car shops, machine shops and 
iron works in Houston, employing between 2,000 and 2,500 men.

The general offices are on Franklin Avenue, and the principal officers here are 
J. Kruttschnitt, vice president and general manager; W. G. VanVleck, general super­
intendent; C. W. Rein, traffic manager ; R. S. Batson, auditor; P J. Huder, treasurer ; 
and paymaster; H. A. Jones, general freight agent; L. J. Parks, assistant general pas­
senger and ticket agent.

HOUSTON & TEXAS CENTRAL RAILWAY.
The Houston & Texas Central was one 

of the early roads of the state. Before the 
war eight miles of the road were in opera­
tion, with Houston as a starting point. In 
1861 with the breaking out of the war, the 
construction of the road came to a standstill 
and it was not resumed until six years 
later. Then new capital and enterprise 
took hold and the road was rapidly pushed 
to Denison, at the upper state line, touch­
ing as it went the growing cities of Hemp­
stead, Navasota, Bryan, Hearne, Calvert. 
Bremond, Groesbeeck, Corsicana, Dallas, 
McKinney and Sherman.

The road next built a branch line from 
Hempstead to Austin, 115 miles

HOUSTON & TEXAS CENTRAL PASSENGER DEPOT.

11 
'
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At Denison the Houston & Texas Central connects with the Missouri, Kansas & 
Texas to Kansas City, St. Louis and Chicago ; at Dallas with the Texas & Pacific for 
El Paso, at Fort Worth the Chicago, Rock Island & Texas, the Denver & Fort Worth, of 
the Union Pacific system, and with the Fort Worth & Rio Grande ; at Waco with the 
Texas Central, for Albany; at Corsicana, with the Cotton Belt for St. Louis and Cairo. 
At Hearne it is crossed by the International & Great Northern, and at Navasota, Bren­
ham and Morgan by the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe.

The Houston & Texas Central passes through twenty-seven counties of Central Texas, 
the most populous and highly cultivated portion of the state. In matter of ownership it 
is closely allied to the Southern Pacific system, but it is under a separate and distinct 
management and may be correctly styled a Texas enterprise. It has as fine an equip­
ment as any road in the south, and is kept in superb condition throughout its length.

No corporation in the state has done more to further immigration by broadcast 
advertising of the advantages to be found in Texas than has the Houston & Texas Cen­
tral. Especially has it done much to settle up the superb country along its route, and 
by so doing it has added incalculably to the wealth of the state.

The road does a very large business at Houston and it is here that the general offices 
and shops are located. Its car shops, machine shops, round house, repair shops, creo­
sote works, etc., employ a large number of hands and add directly to the wealth of the 
city. The company’s affairs are under the following management: G. A, Quinlan, vice 
president and general manager ; F. W. Cave, treasurer ; J. C. Kidd, auditor; C. C. Gibbs, 
land agent; C. W. Bein, traffic manager ; H. A. Jones, general freight agent, and M. L. 
Robbins, general passenger and ticket agent.

THE INTERNATIONAL ROUTE.
The International & Great Northern Railway, known as the International Route, is 

one of the most important railroads in Texas, being a trunk line through Texas to Mexico. 
It is a part of the great Gould southwestern system. The road extends from Longview, 
in northeast Texas, to Laredo, on the Rio Grande, a distance of 496 miles, and from Pal­
estine in mid-eastern Texas, through Houston to Galveston. 200 miles. The first of these 
divisions takes the road through Overton. Troupe, Jacksonville, Palestine, Hearne, 
Milano Junction, Rockdale, Taylor. Austin, San Marcos, New Braunfels, and San An­
tonio ; the second division passes through Crockett. Trinity. Willis ami Houston, on the 
way to Galveston. Its branches are : Overton to Henderson. 16 miles ; Mineola, through 
Tyler to Troupe. 45 miles; Phelps to Huntsville. 8 miles, Round Rock to Georgetown, 
10 miles ; and Houston to Columbia, 50 miles.
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THE SANTA EE.
The Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad is one of the divisions of the great Santa 

Fe southwestern system. It extends from Galveston to Purcell, I. T., a distance of 517 
miles, and, with its numerous branches, is 1,058 miles long. A branch runs to Houston, 
giving this city the advantage of the gcxxD miles of the Santa Fe system, ramifying the 
west and southwest from Chicago to the Pacific.

THE MISSOURI. KANSAS & TEXAS.
The Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad has 

lately come to Houston, erected a new and hand­
some depot here and entered into active competition 
for the city’s trade. Houston is now the southern 
terminus of the road. Thus the M. K. & T. gives to 
Houston a new line to Kansas City and to Hannibal, 
Mo., at which latter point it connects with the Bur­
lington and Wabash systems for Chicago. As its 
name indicates, the Missouri, Kansas & Texas 
traverses three states. It has 1,828 miles of track, 
and about half of this lies in Texas, in which state
it has numerous branches and extensions. It has M K &T d^pq-t.
ten branches of its main line in eastern Texas.

The following cities and large towns are on this line; Kansas City. Hannibal, 
Moberly, Sedalia, Clinton and Nevada, Mo; Fort Scott, Parsons, binporia, Junction City, 
Paola and Chetopa, Kansas; Vinita, Muscogee and Atoka, Indian I erritory : Denison, 
Denton, Ft. Worth, Hillsboro, Waco, Temple, Taylor, West Point, LaGrange, Gainesville, 
Henrietta, Greenville, McKinney, Jefferson, Mineola, Dallas, Waxahachie, Belton, Lock­
hart and Houston, Texas.

It connects with many great roads and systems in its course through tin ee states. Its 
principal freight traffic is’in cotton, corn, cattle, wheat and general merchandise. Its 
business is constantly increasing and its service improving. The road bed is in splendid 
condition and laid with heavy steel rails throughout. It owns much valuable land along 
its line, particularly in the Indian Territory. The company’s headquarters are in 
Sedalia, Mo. .....

THE SAN ANTONIO * ARANSAS PASS.
The San Antonio & Aransas Pass Railway has its eastern terminus at Houston. 

This road, which is styled the - Mission Route,” from its following the line of the old
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There is but one Magnolia Park in all the world, and that is at Port Houston, adjoin­
ing the great commercial city of Houston. Nature conceived, cultivated and beautified 
a spot of ground in the immediate vicinity of Houston, which is destined to make that 
city famous throughout America, as has Central Park, New York ; Woodard's Gardens, 
San Francisco, and Shaw’s Garden, St. Louis. Many persons make pilgrimages to those 
cities for no other purpose than to see those world famous parks, and the same will result 
when Houston has improved her matchless Magnolia Park. Nature has reared in this 
magnificent park thousands of grand Magnolia trees, varying in height from 40 to 100 
feet and in circumference from one foot to twenty-five feet, whose deep green and glossy 
foliage is inconceivably beautiful throughout the year, which for many months thereof 
is interspersed with large, most beautiful and most fragrant white blossoms, forming a 
pleasing contrast with the foliage and shedding a delicate, yet penetrating, odor in such 
generous supply as to make the air heavy with the perfume for miles around.

Buffalo river in all its magnificence wends its way through the park in its gently 
winding course to its outlet into Galveston bay and affords unexcelled advantages for 
aquatic sports, fishing, boating, etc. Here the finny tribe finds its way from the gulf ami 
sports in its depth in countless numbers. The surface of the river is smooth, and oscil­
lates with the ebb and flow of the tides of the gulf, the surface is fresh, while a few feet 
in its depths it has the saline qualities of the ocean, and by this singular provision of 
nature, both fresh and salt water fishing is offered the piscatorial artist at one and the 
same moment.

The surface of the ground in Magnolia Park is specially adapted to park improve­
ments, it being composed of hills and picturesque valleys, hi its center is a very elevated 
point called “the island," about 60 acres interspersed with the ever present beautiful 
Magnolia trees and surrounded by a succession of depressions fonmng natural lake■ basins 
which are now drained into Buffalo river, which drainage .s proposed to be obstructed 
by a dam, in order that the lakes which will be fed by artesian wells, may be made object, 
of beauty and utilized for safer boating than can be found on the umisually sa e river 
The lakes are now well filled with fish, but will be further stocked from the national 

"utiful drives and walks have been laid out i„ the park ‘h-t "U1 be and

otherwise improved for the pleasure and convenience of visitor. Th, 1 < esigne 1 for a 
public park and it is expected the citizens of Houston and Harn, county and in fact
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every citizen of Texas will take a just pride in making of this a world wonder, and lend 
their hearty cooperation to that righteous purpose.

The park has been improved to some extent by the erection of a large pavilion on 
Buffalo river, suitable for dancing, light operas, concerts, and private pleasure parties. 
The structure is four stories in height, beginning at the water’s edge, with boat ami bath­
ing compartments; next above is the very commodious refreshment floor, above is the 
main floor which is on a level with the bluff banks of the river, protruding so as to afford 
an uninterrupted view, which at this particular spot is straight and affords a mile boat­
ing course, which can be extended to two miles by cutting off a sharp bend in the river, 
which it is estimated can be accomplished for the inconsiderable sum of fo.ooo. A bal­
cony surrounds this main floor at a goodly height, which being suspended from the roof, 
leases an unobstructed floor space for dancing, which recreation is freely indu ged in 
summer and winter, with almost nightly precision, the balmy summer air and delight u 
shaded surroundings, irresistably moves the lithe forms and dainty-feet of Houston s 
vigorous youth and beauty, in happy accord with the tempting music of an accomplished 
orchestra. Three artesian springs of flowing crystal water, supply the thirsty nm 
abundance of nature's sparkling wine, which is not an inconsiderable attraction to public 
parks, and without which any public resort would be a failure. ra„;nc.

Other improvements have been made, such as offices, toilet chambars, .cycle g 
, 1 . . , , . i,,,. least a large number of pleasure ooatstrack clearing, pruning, etc., and las but^.ot J enliTcned bv laughing and

have been prov.ded for use on t river w . urface the water in tllL. paie. 
singing revelers who are fond of gliding over tne pp s which

j„„cv,fan-pred from the sun by tne giant trees w niun 
soft light of the silver moon, or in the day shelte

ments, which, in this case, has happily dummy line which
fully met by the construction of the Ho reached easjly jn a
connects the park with the ver} cente . . . is i.ooo per persons per
run of fifteen minutes. The capacity un< er P*eseI1  hour ln addition to the
hour, which can be increased upon short no the Texas Transportation
railroad mentioned, the Internationa <• expense can be made to empty into
railways each run within a few blocks, am a . > divides the city into
the park, which has now a water route < an(1 often preferred. The Harris-
almost equal parts, and which is frequen - . ' hich win add one more route to
berg Electric (rapid transit) line is about to ie
the transportation facilities.



%

■

■i
n

kN IN 1^
1 hl ■

s*

*X
)

 ̂' p

KA ': .
 -!

,:i
,X

 ->
V; 'V
;

L

Si

> @W®S

THE CITY OF HOUSTON.

The further development of the park is about to be entrusted to the Houston hxposi- 
tion Association ; an incorportion with $50,000 capital, organized for the purpose of 
holding expositions and fairs and the establishment of a public park. 1 hat association 
proposes to erect a handsome, large and convenient auditorium building, suitable lor 
expositions, concerts, summer operas, lectures and conventions of all kinds, togethei 
with supplemental buildings and improvements such as race track, grand stand ami

general park requirements.
A natatorium with large swimming bath will be constructed at light cost, as was 

ontemplated by the generous projector of this property’s development.
As A Winter Resort Magnolia Park stands peerless in America Protected on the 

north by a large body of timber, which forms the outskirts of what is known as the ng 
thicket,” heavy timber region of southestern Texas—the occasional nort iers, comm hi 
Texas, are scarcely felt here, and. therefore, the winters are almost tropical. 1 he ark 
is as beautiful and inviting in winter as in summer, and is t ic av,ri e JeS°' , ,
winter picnic parties, who bask in the sunlight and lounge in the shade much 

parties do in the northern climate in midsummer.
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@EXCELSipR STEAMJiAUNDRY.

Austin and Houston and knows howto 
please his patrons. He is vigorous 
and enterprising and is very rapidly 
coming to the front as one of Hous­
ton’s most prominent business men, a 
position that is due to his energy, in­
dustry and thorough business qualifi­
cations. .

No expense has been spared in the 
fitting out of the Excelsior Laundry 
with all appliances and machinery for 
the rapid execution of the finest work, 
and under the able management of Mr. 
Wood it will certainly take the lead.

to
 'i liii

■ .,
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The Steam eaundrv.

HAS come to be regarded as a very necessary part of the higher civiliza­
tion of modern times, and no city or town is complete wthout one^or 
more snch institutions. The tendency of labor-saving invenfon is not 
merely to cheapen Imt to improve the quality of the work done. Try

she may, the washerwoman 
of the ancient time could not 
approach the excellence and 
finish which the steam laun­
dry gives to the nice, fresh 

linen which has gone through 
the cleaning and polising process 
af the steam laundry.

But there is a difference in 
laundries, and the difference is alto­
gether in favor of the process employed 

” r by the Excelsior Steam Laundry 
Texas avenue, opposite the Capitol 

hotel, of which laundry Mr. H. W. Wood is 

1 1 Mr. Wood is a Houston boy, has had long
experience in the laundry business in both

RESIDENCE OF MR. H. W. WOOD.



THE CITY OF HOUSTON.

Deepest Jfarbor on tlje ^Fejeas Coast.

avoided.

Velasco, will alone, make it a great city. If there is any advantage in possessing a 
depth of water now, that it will require at least five years for any other point on the 
Texas coast to secure, with the best possible results, then Velasco possesses that advan­
tage. and will receive the benefits. One of the benefits of this deep water is, that \ elasco 
now secures the cheapest and best coal in Texas, and cheap fuel in proximity to 1 exas 
great storehouse of raw material will necessarily produce industrial activity. V elasco 

will be a manufacturing center. . ,
Since September, 1892. the beginning of the first shipping season 0 this young city s 

existence, over twenty steamships have been loaded at \ elasco s w iai \es. wi 1 ° 
$2,000,000 worth of cotton and cotton seed prolucts for European cities. ie'^S 
were loaded by J. Moller & Co., of Galveston, simply because as a busimss 
they could save money by doing business at Velasco. 1 he vesse s ''eie ‘ ,
Velasco’s wharves than they could be loaded at any other point on the Texas coast,^and 

as a ship broker saves $300 for every foot a vessel can loac at a w ar Velasco is 
pelled to resort to barges or ••lighters," the reason for doing business at Velasco 

0bForUtShe shipping season of ,893-4, Velasco expects to do three times the business of 

the previous season.
Velasco’s streets and business houses 

are lighted by electricity.
Velasco has a fine hotel with all 

modern conveniences, and the best table 
in Texas.

Fish and game abound in the waters 
and woods surrounding Velasco. It is 
a veritable paradise for sportsmen.

\ elasco is on the main land, and on 
rich soil instead of a sand plain, and is 
the only port in the world where the 
stage plank of a vessel rests, one end on 
the carrier of commerce, and the other 
011 soil as rich as the valley of the Nile.

A corporation, the Velasco Oil Com­
pany, is now erecting a cotton seed oil 
toril, with a daily capacity of 175 tons 
°i oil cake, which will be ready for

ELASCO’S existence is due to the demand of the West for a deep 
water harbor on the coast of Texas.

the failure of the government millions expended at other 
points on this coast to provide the desired boon, impelled the 
Brazos 1 iver channel and Dock Company, a corporation composed 
of men of capital, energy and brain, to make the attempt to solve 
the problem for the West, at the mouth of the Brazos river. The 
result has been—success.

1 he 1 exas coast now has a deep water harbor at Velasco.
Great ocean steamers now load at Velasco’s wharves to a greater

' ept 1 than at any other point on this coast, and proceed to sea with­
out dangerous delays.

\ elasco is situated on the east bank of the Brazos, five miles from 
..111' h n!°,Ut an<1 1S 0,1 high Sround- The town was laid out in July 1891, 
.-nd building was actively begun in September, 1891. . Consequently, it is
now (June, ’93) about 
twenty-ore months 
old. 1 he present 

* population is about 2,000, 
» and there is no “boom" and 

no "boom" values. Anything like 
"wikl-cat" speculation has been con­
stantly discouraged and studiously 
avoided. The business now tran­
sacted justifies the population, and 
no one is idle. The young city’s 
growth has been marked by stability 
and permanency. If the people of 
the West were sincere in their de­
mand for an outlet to the markets of 
the world for their surplus products 
nearer than the Atlantic seaboard, 
then the commercial interests of

O
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operation by September. This will make 
Velasco the cotton and cotton seed mar­
ket for three counties, increasing local 
trade and adding not less than 500 to our 
population.

There are several small factories 
here, like planing mill, ice factory, fence 
factory, etc., and room for more. All 
lines of trade are represented but not 
crowded. Rents are reasonable, building 
material cheap, and living expenses 
low.

Velasco’s water supply is obtained 
from cisterns and artesian well 1100 feet 
deep that flows over 1,000,000 gallons per 
day, enough to supply a city of 20,000 
people, and is very good and wholesome. 
We have an excellent public school and

nearly all religious denominations are 
represented here. State, county and city 
school taxes aggregate about p.13 on 
the poo of valuation. Lots in the city 
range in price from $125 to pooo, accord­
ing to location, terms one-third cash, 
balance in one and two years at 8 per 
cent, interest, 5 per cent, discount all 
cash.

Our health is excellent and will 
compare favorably with any health re­
sort on earth. We have no swamps to 
breed miasma and the salt air from the 
gulf neutralizes any malaria that might 
arise from decaying vegetation.

Our climate is delightful. No ex­
tremes of heat or cold. The back of 
the Texas norther in winter is broken 

before it reaches us, and the cool, con­
stantgulf breeze of summer makes living 
a luxun- and simple existence a delight. 
Average temperature in winter, fifty- 
five degrees above zero and in summer 
eighty degrees.

We have the finest beach for surf 
bathing on the coast, three miles from 
Velasco.

The country in Brazoria county, sur­
rounding Velasco, is universally ac­
knowledged by every one possessing 
any information concerning it to be the 
most fertile section of this grand state. 
What more need be said ? It will raise 
anything. All grains, cotton and sugar 
cane, fruits and vegetables grow abund­
antly. The soil is a dark, sandy loam,

easily cultivated, clay sub-soil and all of 
it sub-irrigated and will stand the 
severest drouths, though they are almost 
unknown in this section. Land is mostly 
prairie, wooded along the streams. 
Prices range from $7 to S30 per acre, 
according to location near town or rail­
road, terms easy. ®

The twenty acre fruit fanner is rap­
idly settling up this county and lands 
are advancing in price. They have ad­
vanced 100 per cent, in twelve months. 
Good soft water can be obtained any­
where on these lands at a depth of 15 t° 
3° feet.

We have one railroad and will have 
more by next winter. Come and see us 
and you will be convinced by a personal 
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visit that these statements are correct. Come via Houston, Texas, and then over the 
International & Great Northern Railroad direct to Velasco. If you desire any further 
specific information, write

THE COMMERCIAL CLUB,
Velasco, Texas.

Public 5c*oo... .

rd K Q 
C-t 

u e> 
P-

£ IFTEEN miles south of Houston, on the Santa Fe railroad, is the new town of ear- 
Land, the center of a fruit-raising and market-gardening country which is unequaled

- , in all the United States, save, perhaps, in some portions of California. Ind^
’ " has many advantages over the California fruit-raising country, chief

are its nearness to never failing markets; the highest prices obt^7’)le^2nilToj 
the abundance of water and irrigation possibilities, and above all the cheap.

the land. The companv which has laid off this town site of 
enterprising, wide-awake men, and that they will surely and quic - ) u 
model town is beyond question. They have subdivided 10,000 acres ^7

fertile productive land immediately surrounding Pear-Lam ™ ^nce in one and two 
and are selling them at <25 to <40 per acre, one-third cas , homestead and
years at eight per cent, interest. One of these tiaits Mi me Nq place jn the
any man who owns one may become indepem en 111 4 pear orchard conies
I nited States is better adapted to raising pears of super ’ qua1 ) acre,
into bearing in five years'  a^bigprosi
while, during the time it is growing, all kinds of vegetables may be

on the same land. . . . re(,ion, and they are good
Here are some reasons for buying and sett 111g in c]jniate, it is healthful, it is 

reasons, because they are rapidly developedI. the land
"ell located, it is easv of access to good market . , f]irfliiv irrigated, it is cheap, it 
is fertile and easily cultivated, it is well watered, it XTe^eine heat.

"'ill increase rapidly in value, there ate no blizzar s a
Further information mav be obtained from h’Rrtfn at Houston. Texas.

Jeter & t»
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d Houston Bo?*s Success.

I HE accompanying illustration, the mammoth five-story “ Kiam Building,” which is at 
< I the corner of Main street and Preston avenue, is the natural sequence of the small begin- 

eJ | inn and indomitable will, perseverence and business sagacity of a Houston boy. It is a 
. monument to square dealing, popular prices, and judicious and liberal advertising 
virtues possessed in a larger degree, or practiced more fully, by none than by the ener-

... getic and popular Ed. Kiam, the largest and best equipped clothier and gent’s furnisher 
in the south. Mr. Kiam is a young man on the sunny side of the meridian of life, who
began his mercantile career only ten years ago, in a very small way, on the spot now 
occupied by a portion of his magnificent new building, which he has recently erected, 
and which stands without a peer in all the south, in style of architecture, strength and 
adaptability to the business of the largest clothing house in the south. Its massive 
double Grecian arch, patterned after some of those ancient structures of Greece, which 
have withstood the disintegrating forces of ages, is at once a pleasure to the eye and 
a guarantee of stability to structure and business. Beginning, as we have stated, in a 
very small way ten years ago, Mr. Kiam rapidly outgrew his first house and transferred 
his business to a large double storeroom one block further north on Main street, where 
his popular methods of advertising and low prices plainly marked on all his goods and 
strictly adhered to made the corner famous throughout the state as “Kiam’s corner. 
His business grew and expanded so rapidly that early in the present year, (1893,) Mr. 
Kiam was forced to seek other quarters. He was enabled to secure the corner of Main 
street ami Preston Avenue, which included the site of his first humble store. He then
commenced the erection of the elegant store and office building which is now the pride 
of Houston.

1 he building occupies 100 X 100 feet. It is in the main five stories and the basement 
in height, with high ceilings, abundance of light and ventilation, heated throughout by 
steam, lighted by gas and electricity and equipped with the modern Hale elevator, (the 
same style and make as that used in the manufacturers’ building at the Chicago World's 
Fair.) which affords safe and easy access to the upper floors, and is the first passenger 
elevator ever used in a business house in south Texas. Mr. Kiam occupies the first two 
floors with his various departments, while the third, fourth and fifth floors are used for 
offices, which, owing to their superior quality and adaptability for this use are rapidly 
being filled up by doctors, lawyers, insurance men and others. The basement has a high

ceiling, is well lighted, and having cement floor, is exceptionally well adapted to restau­
rant or barber shop ; one of the latter will soon occupy it.

Ihe first floor is set apart by Mr. Kiam for men’s clothing, hat and cap and gent's 
furnishing departments, all of which are the most complete of any in the south ; and of 
this spacious floor it may be truly said that there is none better equipped or more admira­
bly adapted to the purpose anywhere in any city. The immense show windows permit 
of nearly 200 lineal feet of display, which Mr. Kiam knows so well how to make attract­
ive, his taste in dressing show windows being unsurpassed.

I he large open floor space enables the immense stock to be well and attractively 
displayed, so that customers may be quickly accommodated. It should be distinctly 
understood that the customer for a shirt button, costing ten cents, is as courteously and
respectfully treated as the purchaser of a hundred dollar wedding outfit,

The second floor has received more than ordinary care in arrangement, for if Mr. 
Kiam excels in anv one department over another it is the department of boys’clothing.. 
Here the boys, the "future governors and presidents, come to feast their eyes upon the sea 
of clothing, hats, caps, furnishings, etc., provided to fit them out in the latest styles for 
the least money. A portion of this spacious door is also occupied by the departments 
of men's and boy's overcoats and a packing and shipping room. The latter is a neces- 
Slt.v, for Mr. Kiam’s business is not confined to the limits of Houston ; his customers 
co»'e from all over the state, or send in their mail orders. All goods guaranteed to give 
satisfaction or money refunded. Thus with a reputation for fair-dealing am ow prices, 
has this business grown to its present immense proportions. .

No small amount of the credit for Mr. Kiam’s phenominal succe^ 1S ( ®
ml and unique advertising, which department is presided over y . r. . v . ’
a so has charge of the office. Mr. Haas has proven himself to be one of the s 1 eldest 
advertising superintendents of the south and justly deserves the entire confidence repo.

™^:rmanage,„=nt is under the direction oi Mr. Joe Levy, who has 

and justly receives the confidence oi Mr. Kian,. Mr. Levy is courteous, attentive 
«d observing_ihree necessary quaHfications for the■ ^“^“"enabled to spend

-Ir. Kiam has carefully selected his assistants, a ..-here he drives good
;b<>ut one-third of his time in the east, among the manufacturers 
bargains and sees that goods are manufactured for his establishn

finish. His goods are never shelf-worn or picked up fromJeft-ov r stock ,
11 manufactured expresslv for his trade, and before a se son fair y op 

^on’s stock is all cleared out: therefore purchasers can always rely u]
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being fresh, of the latest style, and best manufacture. Mr. Kiam not only deserves the 
patronage of every citizen of Houston for the superior class of goods he carries, and 
at such low prices, but also for his progressive spirit, which has culminated in the erec­
tion, in Houston, of the finest and largest store and office building in south Texas ; and 
that, too, at a time when an unparalleled financial crisis was upon the country—when 
some of Houston’s wealthier citizens abandoned or discontinued buildings which were 
either contemplated or begun, awaiting the return of better times. Mr. Kiam persisted 
in putting up his building, affording employment to many artizans who would otherwise 
have remained idle. '1 he employees were paid union wages, but at the personal expense 
•of Mr. Kiam, as the contractors’ scale and that of the union differed widely.

Citizens who have a dollar to spend for anything in Mr. Kiam’s line should wend 
their way to the great and beautiful structure at the north-west corner of Main street and 
I reston avenue, and there in a substantial manner register their tribute of respect for 
enterprise, energy and success.

\ Dedication

1 And Tribute to the Typographer by the Author

This Book is dedicated to the Citizens of Houston, 
who have so liberally contributed to the support of this gem 
of Typographical Art and to the Typographers, Messrs. 
Cumming & Sons, who have Excelled anything of the kind 
heretofore produced in the South.

In presenting this Souvenir to the Public the Author 
feels a just pride in its thorough and exhaustive Exposition 
of Houston’s great prominence and prospects, and likewise 
in its general appearance and. make up, the latter is due 
to the superior Qualifications and Equipment of Messrs. 
Cumming & Sons for turning out first-class work in the 
Highest Styles Known to the Art Preservative.

The Author entered upon this work with many mis­
givings as to the ability to do the subject justice or of being 
able to have the mechanical work, suitable to such an 
undertaking, accomplished short of Chicago. The advent of 
Cumming & Sons into the Business circles of Houston with 
a thorough equipment and new material coupled with their 
well known ability in High Art Printing overcame the 
latter misgivings of the Author.

To Messrs. Cumming & Sons more than to any one 
else belongs the credit of the handsome appearance of this 
Souvenir of the greatest City in the greatest State.

The Author.
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