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Pots of Goia
The foolish 'foliovred. the rainbow, 

Wherever th^r saw it bend.;
But they never came to the pot of gold: 

That swings from the rainbow's end..
Spring beckoned, the wise,' "Come hither".

They hearkened., and. behold.!
The vines of the yellow jessamine 

Were heavy with pots of gold.-
— lîrs. A. J. James*

"."Whereas sone sections of our State abound, in holly,' 
d-ogv/ood., and: other d.ecorative and flowering shrubs.and trees 
which add beauty to our v/oods wherever th<^r grow;

And whereas many people are thought les sly cutting and 
gathering these plants for their own pleasure or ruthlessly for 
commercial purposes;

Therefore, be it resolved that thé D. A. R. in Texas go 
On record as opposing the careless and extravagant use of these 
greens and as favoring the conservation of all plants, shrubs, 
and trees of this kind."

This resolution v/as passed at the conference of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, in Wichita Falls, November 
6th, 1924. Mrs. P. S. Tilson, Chairman Of thé Conservation and 
Thrift Committee, D. A. R. of Texas, has also kindly furnished 
The Zephyr a copy of the National D. A. R. Wild Flower Pledge, 
which has been accepted by the D. A. R. Chapter of Texas, and 
is as follows:

"That the world may be more beautiful for all,' I 
promise not to pluck flowers nor destroy plants in woods and 
fields vhere th<y are unprotected., except such as flourish 
abundantly or are in the nature of weeds. All my influence 
shall be used to protect wild flowers from destruction by others."

The Poor Man's Minstrel
The season of song is at hand.- The concert and the 

opera we have had,’ and are to have again. Vocalists whose art­
istic genius and skill has thrilled and delighted have sung from 
man-made stages," lighted with all the brilliancy,' or shaded with 
the befitting gloom,’ which the sense and spirit of the songs de­
manded,' and the rich, clad in purple and fine linen and adorned 
with jewels rich and rare, have listened enraptured.

With spring and its roses and flowers and Violets and 
diaphanous' clouds has come the poor man' s minstrel. His stage 
is the dew-gemmed bower. The "only light which falls upon him 
is the golden ràys of the moon,' or the shimmering light of the 
twinkling stars-.

He sets no hour to begin. At twilight, at the witching 
hour of midnight, in the misty grey of thé early dawn, he sings 
as never singer sang before, and, running the gamut- of every note 
and tone, rises to such heights of melody that the air is vibrant 
with the matchless music poured so prodigally forth in a.cataract 
of song by the monarch of all singers - the poor man's minstrel, 
the Southern mockingbird. — From The Houston Chronicle, 1922.

The pecan,’ our state tree,’ and the bluebonnet, our state 
flower, are both typical of Texas. The mockingbird would be 
equally appropriate as our state bird. V/hy riot choose this 
feathered prince of our woodlands, before some other state claims 
him as its own2
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Some Don’te for Nature hovers

Don't - Expect to séé everything on one trip to the wooàs or 
fielcls. Nature is in no hurry to reveal all of 
her secrets.

Don't - Be careless with your campfires. You. may d.estroy the 
very things which you. admire.

Don't - Forget to leave the woocLs as "beautiful as when you enter­
ed. them. There are others who would, enjoy them.

Don't - Destroy any creature or thing wantonly. A true nature 
lover is a true conservationist.

Don't - Forget to put up bird, houses in the Spring. Bird.s not 
only add. life and. beauty to your premises, but protect 
your trees and. flowers from insect pests*

A quaint and. interesting character is a certain neighbor 
of'mine. All clay long he sleeps. V/hen I am returniig home f rom 
work in the evening,' he is just coming forth, to spend, the night 
out under the bright light s and tal<e his toll of the f oolish little 
moths that flutter about them. Often he comes home in the morn­
ing Dill,' and creeps into his corner to hide himself fron sight* 
in fact, one of the first things he does rte to seek out a place 
where he may become thoroughly soaked., and those who see him oh 
his nocturnal rounds say he is full of hops. Sometimes, espec­
ially after one of his soaking spells, he indulges in a little 
song, ih a peculiar soft," drowsy voice. He is a very poor 
dresser,' stepping out ni^it after night in the same v/rinkled, 
dirt-colored suit, which he changes only once in several weeks. 
There is a youthful sparkle in his eyes, yet he is very old,' and 
many times a grandfather. Many are the tales that have been told j
about him, some of them-tar from complimenta ly, but if we are to 
believe the statements °t his friends, he is a most upright and 
useful citizen.

TO settle my doubts about the matter,' I secured a copy of 
Farmer's Bulletin No. 196:, entitled "Usefulness of the American 
Toad". Among other tilings, this bulletin states that there is 
no truth in the various st or ie s " that the toad has a jewel in its 
head, that it can produce warts,' and that young toads come down 
with the rains of spring and early summer. It informs us that 
the toad starts out in life as a tadpole (one Of a family of 
several thousand),' that it drinks by absorbing moisture., through 
its skin,' has a homing insti.net like that of the cat, lives to 
a con side ruble age,’ and that it renders invaluable aid to the 
farmer and gardner by consuming injurious insects, which consti­
tute more than 62% of its food..

The next time you are sprinkling the lawn and a thirsty, 
dusty toad comes out to enjoy tie grateful moisture; send him on 
his way with a good wish, for he is a steady worker, an opponent 
of race suicide, and a good neighbor who minds his ovm business. 
The community v/ill lose a worthy member vihen he "croaks".

The Audubon Society Of I<ansas is engaged in an active, 
state-widë campaign to secure a large Vote of the school children 
of the state as to their selection of a "State Bird" for Kansas. 
The effort has the hearty endorsement of less W. Miley, State Supt 
of Education. The Society, oyer the name of Madeline Aaron, 
Secretary, of Wichita,, has just issued a broadside illustrated, 
with pictures of the Prairie Chicken,' Meadowlark, Cardinal and 
Bob-iVhit.e. It contains the opinions and preference of a number 
of writers aS to the bird that, should be selected." This is 'a 
splendid undertaking, and every State Auduboh -Society might well 
follow the example set by ICansas. — Bird-lore.
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Uotes ami ITews

of Lufkin^ °f Humason, City Manager
urk?-n' ?exas» b^s birds welcome, offering then freedom' rest =haCk!"- ‘''hich^s^^ mne^eâst”^ 

in vine • b n013ses> ^a the sanctuary abounds
-u 1 hickory, gum and. ash* By way of ,Tea'fc<9rr the pa at*a 

many haws and. d.ogv/ood. trees, five hu.nd.red. fruit trees ’and. twenty 
biïL^:a2eâC^îrry l^beriy vines. To 
vigîlance M?’ ^rin2-fea lakes - and always the
■in oZ-^06 of an'1 Mrs* Humason, who are sincerely interested -- SSSSJÆT ■ °f t0"àay f0r 0W? e^iZens 3XoS^! @d 

noiiand's Magazine.
Cnm •+4. ■^^61* weeks of careful planning and real work, the Art oî™Sîre^?îvit?e?‘iniSh?-; ^^^Sra; presented'the results 
"Houston a of hand-tinted lantern slides of
revrodu?ed ni™ +5 Seasons". The slides were beautifully 
the lecturP ni? screen, and their interest was increased by s3ficimt^rpSriïPk0I’riante ra^S1u arranged for the occasion, 
the ini tint nfh^6 ^T^ady been received to more than cover
to the CM whioh wiH be an invaluable assetthe ni an n? +?T ^bertainment and educational purposes. It is 
from time to*??^^ Conmittee to increase the number of slides 

ch?°s2nS the subjects from among the photo- " 
graphs added each month to the ClubTS album of outdoor pictures, 
dinarv i^terKfWhi°h Î® matched with more than or- 
coS3tW$^fi by all who are interested in nature is that being 
A Sect?! ï?fn ; Ctayton on his farm in Brazoria County;
ouPbiids BSd1?n?e:Lng>1maa^t0 attract and protect insectivor- 
sreoiS which ^7e been erected for martins- and other
c-Estracted bv ? uin °avities’ S0me of the houses having been 
constiucted by J. b. Beaman, a member of the Club who is manufac­turing various types of houses suitable for all svecies of33e 

ltr: î18^011 la a teïievS 5 W1M
birds as checks upon the increase of noxious insects ' and thi<s 

culture, who has laid considerable stress upon this practical 
means of combatting insects destructive to crops. praotical

Rome* ^a., the most remarkable dogwood-planting 
t,T?e city aims to "be the dogwood city of^the 

Foster SSh^hTt15 ha? ïeen as outlined by Secretary 
ÏÏ2-+ a? a ? ^amber of Commerce, that promise is well within 
sight of accomplishment. — Nature Magazine.
+4 Accopddng to present indications; the housing accommofla- 
wnS?P°ni3e? t0 f^en,is the birds by members ofSthe Outdoor 
Nature Club have met vrith full approval. One manber has nut n-h 
tbeemïrtins tPboSs®^ ranfins f5-01,1 a roomy apartment house tf or 
the martins to boxes of various- sizes for the bluebirds and t'tmiee. Nearly all of these houses were claimed SthiPa day 
or two after they were erected. ' The birds are on ^ery friendly 
terms with their human neighbors,' ani gather nesting material 
about the premises without fear or haste. On-March 8th oSe cf 
the houses contained a nest and five blue eggs 1 property of 

loveri has a rustic bungalow which is; visited many times daily bv 
chickadees and tufted titmice, while several bird admirers closer 
v^W£tr^S the 2<ter °f the city have colonies of purple mari ins 
When the nesting season is over,' a list will be nmde of the mimhp-n 
and types of bird houses put up in and around Houston and the 
birds that occupied them. Only the "early birds" have started 
housekeeping, and there is still time for Anyone who appreciates 
mEv,001^ anf f?ace of. these animated musiu-boxes to secure one or 
more pairs of them as tenants for the spring and summer..
1 4- - T?0Sa1„wî10 the delightful bird imitations and
lectures by Chas. BoxTmon Hutchins,' when he was in Houston last 
spring, be glad to Itndw that he is planning another visit 
here in the near future, with Mrs. Hutchins, vho is a lexis 
product and a talented musician, as well as a genuine lover of 
the outdoors. o
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At this wondrous season, when tile benevolence of a mi^ity 
power is so evident about us, The Zephyr begs leave to quote from 
an article in the Houston Chronicle several years ago by lh.ss Katie | 
Daffan^ whose eloquence in behalf of our forest treasures springs 
frcm a deep and abounding love for the Southland and all its native 
ehaims: ‘ .

"'...But we in Texas - and e specially around ‘Houston, Texas - 
do not have to wait until the days and nights are equal for wonder­
ful evidences of spring. Our wildwoods for weeks have been covered 
with the glow of the redbud. Our dogwood,blossoms of perfect wax 
would shame the exotic ■petals of the South Antiric an lilies. Our 
wood violets, crocuses,'’ primroses, buttercups,' and all the rest, 
-would delight any lover of the beautiflil in art, as well as in':nàtur< 

And oiir treesl Frilled and fringed,- ifrom palest yellow to 
rj chest green," they stand everlasting monuments to beauty, comfort 
and utility-. But we are not satisfied to admire all of this splen 
dor," and to rejoice with our wildwoods in the return of their gala 
time. we do our veiy best to destroy it all as we strip the 
beautiful limbs., tear them to pieces," and break off the mammoth 
branches,' in order to gratify our selfish desire to possess them. 
We fill our automobiles full of the rich, flower-ladên branches of 
the trees, vre dig up the violets and moss by the shovelful,' and 
leave ill assorted ruins instead of the peaceful beauty that we 
found- " . ..

How,' if this beauty belonged to us and was ours to destroy, 
it might be all right, but .it doesn’t belong to us. Even if we 
own the land upon which the woods grow,' we haven’t the destructive 
right or privilege,"' for beauiy is intended by nature to be unusual, 
anl for the enjoyment of all of us.

On Sunday afternoons, we take Our cars to the woods,' pull 
down everything we can. reach, then return home late with a car full 
of withered," half-dead, erstvrhile beautiful greenery. We can not 
possibly receive more than a momentary pleasirè, a transitory joy 
of possession, when,1 if we had left the beautiful greenery in its 
native home , we could have gone again and again to have " fo und the 
same delight in being so close to nature. Others, too, could have 
enjoyed her wonderful beauty in her delicate spring robes.

...Nature would hâve beauty evcryviiore, but we, who share 
so little of hër majesty, incline not our hearts to her holy teach­
ings, and tear down as rapidly as she can build up.

A blessing comes fio.m every Valuable thing that- is kept in­
violate. Nature is rich in blessings, and without them, we cannot 
hope to possess the best. het us tiy to rêmenher this as we tear 
down redbud," dogwood, woodbine, violet beds/ and all the other 
woodland beauties: The hand that mh.de them, made than f or all of 
us, not alone for those of us who seek to destroy and desecrate.”

Advocates of the plan for a great wilderness park along San 
Jacinto River are putting the proposition before the public in such 
a way that no broàd-visioned person can fa.il to see the necessity 
for such a park. It requires no strotch of the imagination to 
picture the industrial and commercial Titan Houston is destined to I 
be,' with prosperous smaller communities clustered about its far- 1 
reaching environs.. As business expands, more and more territory 
will be absorbed., and many of the breathing spaces and natural beaui-j 
spots we now enjoy must inevitably disappear. But. progress and 
prosperiiy will not diminiâi the demand for recreation and outdoor 
life, which is such an integral part of American character. To 
the contrary,"' the need for areas of uhtramnelled natural beauty and 
interest will increase as Houston grows. Apparently," we have suf­
ficient park space for our present needs, but what of the future? 
If we are to make adequate provision f or â population many times 
that of today," now is the time for action,' whether by the city, the 
county or the state. --------------

In a great danocracy of free people.., the protection of wild* 
life and the preservation of all otiier natural resources,' which 
under-lie national prosperiiy and haopiness, must depend finally, 1 
as does the stability of the government itself, upon the support 
and willing service of every citizen. — Theodore Roosevelt.


