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City schools fail to protect gays
Report card urges action; local activists 
say shaky dialogue exists with schools
by MATTHEW A. HENNIE

Houston’s school district is
discrimination and harass­
ment.

among the worst in the coun­
try in protecting gays and les­
bians among its 202,000 stu­
dents. according to a national 
report card issued Thursday.

The city’s school district 
received an ”F" from the Gay. 
Lesbian and Straight 
Education Network, a grade 
lower than the national aver-

The report graded 42 of the 
nation’s largest school dis­
tricts in six areas, including 
whether school policies pro­
tect students and staff from 
discrimination and harass­
ment based on sexual orienta­
tion, if staff training includes 
gay and lesbian issues, if cur­
riculum is inclusive and
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of the school systems in 
reporting a "no" in all six 
areas: Dallas earned a "B." in 
part for its written policies 
protecting gay and lesbian 
students and staff and for the 
district’s staff training, 
according to the report.

More than half of the 42 
school districts received a fail­
ing grade: only Dade County. 
Fla.. Philadelphia. Los Angeles. 
San Francisco and San Diego 
received an "A."

The report showed little 
improvement from last year, 
when the national average 

See SCHOOL/ page 2A

Jennings:
Immediate 
action needed 
to protect gay, 
lesbian students

Weekend celebration set for church anniversary
by ROBERT B. HENDERSON

Praise and worship are at the 
top of the agenda as one of 
Houston’s few churches that 
caters to gays and lesbians cel­
ebrates its sixth anniversary 
this weekend.

A weekend of celebration starts 
today for Maranatha Fellowsliip 
Metropolitan Community Church 
and continues through Sept. 13 
and includes a prom and worship 
service by the Rev. Troy Perry, 
founder of the Universal

Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches, accord­
ing to Donna H. Roper, co-facilita- 
tor of the events with Bill Holden.

Events start today with a 
“Jamb to the Lamb" at 7 p.m.. 
billed by organizers as a "praise 
and worship extravaganza."

“We want to start the week­
end with praise to God and 
thanks for our church and for 
3,1 that God has done in our 
church." Roper said.

Jamb to the Lamb" will be

followed by special guests con­
tributing to a pastor roast, 
Roper said. An informal recep­
tion will the two-hour event.

“We’ve been celebrating our 
anniversary each year and 
we've never quite had any­
thing this big." Holden said.

On Sept. 12. the congrega­
tion will sponsor “Prom Night 
OUT!" The semi-formal event 
will be held at Suite 100 of the 
Hollyfield Conference •Center,

See CHURCH/ page 9A

Gay TV: The cast of “Will & Grace" — Sean Hayes, Eric McCormack, 
Debra Messing, Megan Mullally — contains two gay characters and is 
one of many fall shows to feature recurring gay and lesbian characters.

Saving Grace?
NBC sitcom takes up 
where 'Ellen' left us
by EARL DITTMAN

Long before lesbian comedi­
enne Ellen DeGeneres outed 
her television alter-ego on the 
sitcom “Ellen." the writing and 
producing team of Max 
Mutchnick and David Kohan 
were busy developing their 
own comedy series featuring a 
gay character as one of its 
leads. But when ABC can­
celed DeGeneres’ ground­
breaking show — allegedly 
due to poor ratings — many 
feared the veteran duo’s NBC 
project would never see the 
light of day.

“A lot of people saw the can­
cellation of ‘Ellen’ as the net­
works basically saying, 
’Middle America doesn't want 
to see shows about gay people 
— period." actress Anne 

Line-up offers
“Will & Grace" is only one of many 

fall television shows to feature regu­
lar and recurring gay. lesbian and 
bisexual characters, according to 
The Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation. Others include: 
MONDAYS

Will & Grace" — Lead character 
Will Truman (Eric McCormack) and

Heche, DeGeneres’ spouse, 
explained. “Everybody, 
including Ellen, felt like it was 
the excuse they were looking 
for to keep gay characters in 
minor roles."

But according to 
Mutchnick and Kohan 
(whose shared writing credits 
include "Boston Common." 
“Hearts Afire." the Shelly 
Long vehicle “Good Advice" 
and the cable hit “Dream 
On"), the demise of “Ellen" 
had almost no negative effect 
on their project. So, when the 
fruit of their efforts, “Will & 
Grace,” secured a spot on 
this year’s primetime fall line­
up, a collective sigh of relief 
could be heard from gays and 
lesbians.

See TV/ page 11A

gay characters
his good friend, Jack (Sean Hayes) 

“Suddenly Susan" — Pete, the 
mailroom guy (Bill Stevenson) NBC 
TUESDAYS

“Spin City" — Director of Minority 
Affairs Carter Heywood (Michael 
Boatman) ABC

“NYPD Blue" — Officer Abby
See LINE-UP/ page 9A
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EMPOWER 98
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George R. Brown Convention Center

Procrastination is 
the key to failure. 

What are you waiting for?

If you have been “meaning to” register as an Exhibitor for 
Empower '98 pick up the phone and reserve your space 
now. Time is running out for you to participate in 
the largest and most successful trade show promoting 
businesses in Houston’s diverse gay and lesbian 
community. As the fastest growing market resource, our 
community is being actively included in major corporate 
budgets, and through domestic partnership benefits and 
diversity groups. With an expected attendance of 5,000 
visitors, including key decision-makers, buyers, and 
human resources personnel, your business, services 
and talents need to be seen by these people and equally 
importantly, by everyone in our community. We have 
a viable and substantial economic power, and a 
responsibility to use that power to promote and enhance 
our community and our quality of life.

Don’t procrastinate - failure is never an option.

Empower ’98 Hotline
713.462.1354

H
presented by:

Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce

1109 Hyde Park, Suite 178 
Houston, Texas 77006

713-462-1354 FAX 713-864-8523

Corporate sponsors:
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voice ijr
CHASE fac,ory

Media sponsor:
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SHELL OIL
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was a "D" and Houston schools 
received an "F."

"The results show a need for imme­
diate and dramatic action to protect 
our students," said Kevin Jennings, 
executive director of the education 
network, the nation’s largest organiza­
tion addressing anti-gay bias in 
schools.

Gay and gay-friendly activists report 
an ongoing dialogue with Houston 
school district officials, but gay and 
lesbian students are still preyed upon 
in the area's public schools, said 
Kevin Davidson, president of the 
Houston Area Teen Coalition of 
Homosexuals.

"They are starting to listen to us," 
Davidson said. “(But) the schools don't 
know that they have gay and lesbian 
youth. The kids are not out. but there 
is no safe haven for them."

Volunteers with H.A.T.C.H. joined 
Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) recently 
to brief school counselors and explain 
how gay and lesbian students can be 
referred to the two groups, Davidson 
said. But students continue to report 
verbal and physical assaults from 
other their classmates based on sexu­
al orientation, he said.

In 1997. a crowd of 250 attended 
"Healing the Hurt," a PFLAG work­
shop that introduced the group of 
mostly school counselors and admin­
istrators to issues important to gay 
and lesbian students, said Susan 
Upchurch, PFLAG co-president.

But teachers and other school staff 
members are still afraid to be open and 
could be fired for their sexual orientation 
because the school district lacks any 
policies to protect them, she said.

“It certainly is a long cry from the 
way it was five or 10 years ago." 
Upchurch said. “But if our teachers 
come out and say they are gay. they

can be fired. They are not protected at 
this point."

The rapport with school officials is 
improving, but recent talks aimed at 
adding sexual orientation to the 
school district's non-discrimination 
policies have stalled. Davidson said.

A spokesman said the Houston 
Independent School District protects 
all students from discrimination and 
harassment, but refused to say if sex­
ual orientation is spelled out in any 
policy.

"(The report) on the face of it. seems 
to be wrong." said Terry Abbott, the 
school's systems press secretary. "We 
have policies in place that protect stu­
dents from all sorts of discrimination." 
. But Abbott declined to comment on 
any efforts by the school district to 
protect gays and lesbians or better 
train teachers and counselors in their 
response to gay and lesbian students.

Compared to their heterosexual 
classmates, gay and lesbian students 
are more likely to experiment with 
drugs and alcohol, skip school, be 
threatened with a weapon on campus 
and attempt suicide, according to 
recent studies.

And a typical high school student 
hears anti-gay slurs as often as 26 
times a day, though teachers inter­
vene just three percent of the time, 
which leads to physical attacks on 19 
percent of gay and lesbian students, 
according to the national report.

"(Houston schools) don’t know how 
to go about addressing it or bringing it 
into their training or curriculum, like 
across the rest of the country. They 
really don’t know there is a problem 
out there." Davidson said.

The annual report cards were 
prompted by a 1996 court decision 
that awarded $900,000 in punitive 
damages to Wisconsin high school 
student Jamie Nabozny for his 
school's failure to protect him from 
harassment and physical harm.

Executive order on gays in hands of court
by MATTHEW A. HENNIE

'rhe legal wrangling over Mayor Lee 
Brown’s executive order protecting gay 
and lesbian city employees from discrimi­
nation continued this week before a three- 
judge panel of the 14th Court of Appeals.

At stake is a temporary injunction 
blocking enforcement of the order issued 
shortly after Brown signed the measure 
on Feb. 16. City Councilman Rob Todd 
and conservative businessman Richard 
Hotze filed suit days later, claiming Brown 
overstepped his authority under the city's 
charter.

On Wednesday, arguments before the 
appeals court focused on the temporary 
injunction and whether Todd has legal 
standing to pursue his challenge to the 
mayor’s executive order, according to 
Senior Assistant City Attorney Judy 
Hatfield.

The merits of the case, scheduled for 
trial in November, were not before the 
court this week, she said.

Any decision by the judicial panel —

Brown: Order 
protecting gays 
mired in court

dismissing the tempo­
rary injunction, ruling 
against Todd's stand 
ing in the case or mov­
ing against the city — 
could result in addi­
tional appeals and 
delay the November 
trial.

It's unclear when 
the three-judge panel 
may render a decision, 
Hatfield said.

Brown signed an
executive order to meet a campaign 
pledge made to gays and lesbians last fall. 
Todd has said he wants to protect the 
authority of the city council from mayoral 
circumvention, dismissing critics who
accuse him of cloaking an anti-gay agen­
da in the legal acUon.

Hotze helped lead a 1985 vote that over­
whelmingly repealed a measure to protect 
gays and lesbians from discrimination in 
city government.
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F
or over twenty-five 
years the J. Lloyd 
Group has provided real 
estate services second to
none.

With an exceptional 
selection of residential 
and commercial proper­
ties available, you owe it 
to yourself to rely on our 
experience.

❖ Commercial & 
Residential

❖ Sales

❖ Leasing

❖ Property
Management

The ________________

I Lloyd
• Group, Inc.

Real Estate Services

JERRY L. GOREE 
broker/owner
Phone: 713-552-9565 

Mobile: 281-217-9565 

Citywide coverage for 

both commercial and 

residential properties.

tony ercolani
SALES ASSOCIATE
Phone: 713-864-7936

Pager: 713-608-7385

Specializing in The 

Heights and Montrose 

area residential properties.
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Episcopal bishops to speak in Houston
Two noted Episcopal bishops and supporters of 

gays and lesbians will visit Houston this month during 
separate engagements.

Retired Bishop William F. Swing will discuss his 19 
years as a Bishop in San Francisco during a Sept. 13 
event by the Cathedral Center for Theological Studies, 
an ecumenical adult education group founded in 1997.

Swing pioneered ministering to the homeless at 
Grace Cathedral in San Francisco and serves on the 
board of the American Foundation for AIDS Research. 
He will deliver the first Walter Taylor Annual Lecture, 
designed to honor Taylor, who will retire as dean of the

Swing: To recount 
two decades as San

Christ Church Cathedral at year's end. Francisco bishop
“The annual lecture is our way of honoring Walter

for his years of inspiring leadership in our community and the tremendous 
support he has given to the center,” said Rabbi Leonard Schoolman, the cen­
ter’s executive director. 

Swing will speak at 7 p.m. at Christ Church Cathedral. 1117 Texas Ave. 
Tickets are $10. For more informaUon, call 713-222-2412. ext. 624.

Bishop John S. Spong will discuss his new book “Why Christianity Must 
Change or Die” on Sept. 17 during an event by the Foundation for 
Contemporary Theology. Spong has called for a modern-day reformation of 
the Christian Church in his lectures in the U.S. and through his other lit­
erary works, such as "Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism."

Spong will speak at 7:30 p.m. at Emerson Unitarian Church, 1900 
Bering Drive. Tickets are $10. For more information, call 713-666-0051.

Annual galas attract ‘who’s who’ of local, national activists
by JERRY D. PARRA

Gay activists will set aside their 
voter registration efforts and political 
fights, if only temporarily, to celebrate 
some of their successes in two upcom­
ing gala events.

And it’s also an effort by the 
Houston Gay and Lesbian Political 
Caucus and the local chapter of Log 
Cabin Republicans to court new mem 
bers and increase visibility during din­
ners in the coming weeks.

To that effect, the caucus has 
snagged Mayor Lee Brown to address 
its 23rd Anniversary Caucus Awards 
Dinner on Sept. 19 at the Warwick 
Hotel.

"It's impressive that the mayor of

executive director of the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force, which is cel­
ebrating its 25th anniversary as a 
grassroots civil 
rights organiza­
tion.

“This year's 
gala will be one of 
our best ever,” 
said Bill
Clevenger, chair­
man of the din­
ner. “With the 
mayor and our
extensive Silent Connerly: To head- 
Auction, it should line gay Republican 
offer something gala 
for everyone.”

“Never give up." he said. “Never, never, 
never think we will not prevail in our 
struggle to ensure all of us are treated 
with equality and dignity.” he said.

Local comedian Vickie Shaw and 
musician Jerry Atwood are also on the 
agenda for the evening. A screening of 
a video entitled “On the Front Lines,” 
depicting the protest by gay 
Republicans in Fort Worth in June will 
also be shown.

"Ward Connerly is a very dynamic

individual,” said Ben Whittle, chair­
man of the Elegant Elephant. “We’re 
very excited to have him here." 
Organizers hope for an entertaining 
event. Whittle said.

After a cocktail reception at 7 p.m., 
the dinner begins at 8 p.m. at the 
Briar Club. Tickets are $50.

For more information, contact the 
Houston Gay and Lesbian Political 
Caucus at 713-474-5475. or Log Cabin 
Republicans at 713-592-9100.

America’s fourth 
largest city is 
speaking at the 
caucus' annual 
gala.” said 
Clarence Bagby, 
caucus presi­
dent. "We’re 
going to honor 
him for his sup­
port of equality 
for gays and les­
bians."

The mayor is an 
honoree, but oth-

Brown: Houston 
mayor to speak at
Caucus event 

General attendance tickets are $75: 
VIP tickets, which include the dinner 
and a special VIP reception, are $85 
per person. Table sponsorships are 
$600. The VIP reception begins at 6:30 
p.m. and the dinner at 8 p.m. in the La 
Fontaine Ballroom at the Warwick.

Meanwhile, members of the Houston 
chapter of Log Cabin Republicans are 
organizing their fourth annual Elegant 
Elephant gala which will take place 
Oct. 3 at the Briar Club.

Keynote speaker will be Republican 
Ward Connerly, a California Republican 
who authored that state’s controversial

ers will receive awards based on their 
contributions to the gay and lesbian 
community in the past year. Houston 
City Councilwoman Annise Parker, 
State Sen. Rodney Ellis, 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee 
are also slated to appear.

“ICs going to be quite a who's who of 
those in progressive politics in the 
greater Houston area." Bagby said.

The gala also features Kerry Lobel,

Proposition 209 to eliminate affirmabve 
action. Also a member of the California 
Board of Regents. Connerly recently 
forced a vote among regents to offer 
domestic partner benefits to university 
employees. He was honored during the 
Log Cabin Republicans National 
Convention in Dallas last month.

Connerly told the 200 convention 
attendees to fight to ensure equality 
and dignity.

An Afternoon with the Alley Theatre

Saturday • September is •noon

Don't miss a rare opportunity to meet the authors of the Alley 

Theatre's new epic musical event, The Civil War. This dy­

namic and contemporary piece unites the celebrated talents of 

hit songwnter/Broadway composer Frank Wildhom, Alley 

Artistic Director Gregory Boyd, as well as lyricist Jack Murphy. 

All three authors will be on hand to discuss the making of this 

thrilling new production. In addition, members of the cast will 

give an in-store performance of several songs from the show, 

and autograph your copy of The Civil War soundtrack, avail­

able at Borders.

Houston: 9633A Westheimer Road • at the 
corner of westheimer and Gessner 

(7 13) 782-6066

The Civil war Comes to Borders

<5
£
1

BORDERS
books, music, video, and a cafe.
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HATCH

Houston Area Teen

Providing activities 
throughout the year
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The Pentecostal 

Family of Montrose

Sun 11am Praise & Worship
7pm Evening Service 

Thur 7:30pm Midweek Services

See Church Calendar for 
Weekly Events
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I Community 
Gospel

4305 Lillian, Houston, TX 77007

713880-9235
www.communitygospel.org

CenterCityMedicai.
------------------------------------------------------------------- Cabe Michael Owens, M.D.,Ph.D.
Center City Medical is the newest Montrose-based General Practice office. We are small enough 

to offer personalized service to our clients, and are proud to serve our diverse community.

1601 Fannin Street, Houston, Texas 77002 713.308.2414

Visit our new web site at 
http://www. centercitymedical. com 

for medical information & confidential 
replys to your medical questions.

VISA’ MasterCard"
American Express*

Pulse*

• Se habla espahol 
•ASL

• Uninsured respected
• Walk-Ins Welcome

• House Calls available 
for established clients.

On call 24 Hours, 365 Days

We are open 9am to 9pm Monday through Friday. 
Counselor available Thursdays 6pm to 9pm or by appointment.

General Practice Medicine

HIV Testing

Gay & Lesbian
Health Maintenance

Well Woman/Well Man Exam

Pain Management

Sexual dysfunction 
& impotence counseling
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Passionate friendship turned 
into lesbian love affair
This week in gay and lesbian history: 1948
by DAVID BIANCO

Who were Ruth Benedict and 
Margaret Mead?

Margaret Mead is a name most stu­
dents learn in school, and her most 
famous book. “Coming of Age in 
Samoa," is a classic anthropology text. 
Her mentor and lover. Ruth Benedict, 
however, is less well-known outside of 
anthropology circles, though she was 
as famous as Mead in her day.

Born in 1887 and educated at 
Vassar. Benedict (born Ruth Fulton) 
started out as an English major and 
continued to write 
poetry throughout 
her life. After an early 
career as a teacher in 
private girls' schools, 
she married and hon­
ored her husband’s 
wish that she give up 
working Outside the 
home. Feeling bored 
and unfulfilled within 
a short time, howev-

with more than one person at a time, dis­
regarding the gender of her lovers. “I’ve 
never known the kind of union that 
made me want to exclude other people. 
... I’ve never wanted to belong to another 
person, nor would I ever want anyone to 
belong to me." she reflected later in life.

Mead’s dislike of sexual exclusivity 
was one reason she never lived with 
Benedict. But her own homophobia 
also got in the way. Mead worried 
about an openly lesbian relationship 
damaging her career. Many years 
later. Mead chastised her daughter.

7’ve never known the kind of union 
that made me want to exclude other 

people. ... I've never wanted to belong 
to another person, nor would I ever 

want anyone to belong to me.'
er. Benedict decided 
in 1918 to take grad- “
uate courses at the New School for 
Social Research in New York City.

At first, she studied education with 
John Dewey but soon switched to 
anthropology after an inspiring course 
with feminist Elsie Clews Parsons. 
Several of Benedict’s professors recog­
nized her potential and encouraged 
her to study at Columbia University 
with Franz Boas, regarded as the 
father of American anthropology.

In 1922, Benedict became Boas’s 
teaching assistant for a class he taught 
at Barnard, the women's college at 
Columbia. In that class was a bright 
21-year-old named Margaret Mead, a 
star undergraduate who was editor of 
the Barnard newspaper. Mead was also 
well-known on campus for her leftist 
politics and advocacy of free love.

Fourteen years apart in age. 
Benedict and Mead were also oppo­
sites in personality. Benedict, who 
was shy and easily depressed, was 
drawn to Mead’s exuberance and opti­
mism: Mead, on the other hand, liked 
Benedict’s calm, quiet wit. The two 
women shared a radical world view, a 
love of poetry, a commitment to their 
careers, and a deep, mutual respect.

At first, their relationship was strict­
ly one of mentor and student, with 
Benedict viewing Mead as a daughter- 
figure and counseling her on her 
career. Mead later remembered, “I con­
tinued to call her ’Mrs. Benedict’ until I 
got my degree, and then, almost imper­
ceptibly. our relationship became one 
of colleagues and close friends." While 
she was working on her doctorate. 
Mead spent long hours alone with 
Benedict, discussing ideas that excited 
them, or sharing favorite poems.

Within a few years, their passionate 
friendship, common among academic 
women at that time, blossomed into a 
lesbian love affair. During a trip togeth­
er to the Grand Canyon in the summer 
of 1925, Benedict and Mead discovered 
that they preferred each other to the 
men in their lives. (They were both 
married, and each was having an affair 
with the same man. linguist Edward 
Sapir.) Benedict’s poems suddenly 
reflected a concern about age differ­
ences between lovers, a preoccupation 
with the permanency of love, and an 
implied lesbianism. What could com­
pete. one of her poems asked, “with 
sleep begotten of a woman’s kiss?"

But Mead never believed in the perma­
nence of sexual love in the way that 
Benedict did. Mead tended to fall in love

—Margaret Mead

Mary Catherine Bateson, for a 
romance Bateson had with another 
woman. “She disconcerted me." 
Bateson wrote in the 1980s, “by turn­
ing ... to a discussion of what it would 
have meant to her professional life if I 
had been involved in a scandal."

Benedict, on the other hand, began 
a new life after her affair with Mead. 
She separated from her husband and 
found the permanence Mead couldn't 
give her in two subsequent lesbian 
relationships. The first, begun in the 
early 1930s. was with research 
chemist Natalie Raymond. After they 
separated in 1939, Benedict became 
involved with clinical psychologist 
Ruth Valentine, with whom she lived 
until her death.

Having found her identity. Benedict 
spent the rest of her professional life 
trying to justify homosexuality, 
hypothesizing in her work that soci­
ety, not nature, created the categories 
of “normal" and “abnormal." The over­
arching theme of her masterpiece, 
“Patterns of Culture" (1934). was the 
struggle of the misfit individual 
against a repressive culture. Mead 
later wrote that her own exploration of 
normality” in “Coming of Age in 

Samoa" (1926) was “a question Ruth 
Benedict had taught me to ask."

Until her death in 1948. Benedict 
remained friends and close colleagues 
with Mead. Soon after Benedict died. 
Mead began writing her mentor’s biog­
raphy. “An Anthropologist at Work." 
which took 10 years to complete and 
was published in 1959. Though Mead 
never acknowledged her own relation­
ships with women, in 1974 she wrote a 
positive article in “Redbook” magazine, 
arguing that considered bisexuality to 
be “creative." The affair between Mead
and Benedict became public knowl­
edge when Mary Catherine Bateson 
disclosed it in her memoirs, published 
six years after her mother's death.

David Bianco is the author of 
Modem Jewish History for Everyone." 

Ue can be reached care of this publica­
tion or at AriBianco@aol.com.

F°r further reading:
Bateson. Maiy Catherine. "With a 

^au^,er s Eye: A Memoir of Margaret 
Mead and Gregory Bateson" (William 
Morrow, 1984).

Caffrey, Margaret M. "Ruth 
Benedict: Stranger in the Land" 
(U"IVT °f Texas Press. 1989).

■i?3, arRaret. “An Anthropologist 
at Work (Houghton Mifflin. 1959).

Growing 
Gone!?

WHY SUFFER 
FROM 

PREMATURE 
HAIRLOSS?

PROPECIA 
MAY BE 

THE ANSWER
FOR YOU.

JUST CALL...

Craig F. Teller, M.D. Howard B. Gerber, M.D.

BELLAIRE DERMATOLOGY ASSOCIATES
FROST BANK BUILDING

6750 West Loop South, Suite 420 • Bellaire, Texas 77401

713-661-4383
Diseases of the Skin, Hair & Nails • Laser & Dermatologic Surgery

PAGE SEP E fV! EB E r 9 9 e



F O U R T H ANNUAL

V Saturday
October 24, 1998 • 1 p.m. - Midnight 

at Garden in the Heights • 3926 Feagan
(One block north of Memorial Drive between Heights and Shepherd)

Kim Sevier, Kat Drake, 
Mary Catherine Reynolds, 

Liviya Compean, Ana Egge, 
Lord Douglas Phillips, Vickie Shaw, 

Sara Hickman, Cowboy’s Nightmare, Zrazy

Multi-media art show and Community Marketplace

‘PwlMtetl iff Hit .-hi "Pwjcct. « «m -iuppaztuu} {Ac AxtiitU uuUau»i4 More*.

$12 at the door

or call: 713-861-3316, E-mail: AthenaArt@aol.com

No pets, No coolers 

Plenty at free parking

Open to Ail 
IndcKx/Outdoor 
Rain or Shine

Tickets 
$10atToopee’s, 

Lobo and 
Luchia's Garden 

Oct. 1 - 23

Dallas

a 0

4

Miami

Lauderdale

Tampa/St.

Orlando

Orieans

Denver

Atlanta

Phoenix

VISA

Miami 3

TEX

4 NIGHTS

$405
$405
$349

NIGHTS

$365
$359
$325

South Beach Resort

Park Central Hotel

Thunderbird Resort Hotel

Air on Continental Airlines

FRIEnDLV HOLIWS SOUTH. LLC

Cozumel 3 nights 4 nights

Fiesta Americano Cozumel Reef $355 $399
Fiesta Inn ’ $325 $359
Playa Azul I $309 $345
Playa Las Gloria"^ ^$369 $425
Air on Continental Airlines

FRIENDLY HOLIDAYS SOUTH, LLC

Member of IGLTA International Gay & Lesbian Travel Association

Braeswood Travel 713.721.4000
Uniglobe Ultimate Travel 713.669.1171
TravelFest 713.522.2828
Travel the World 713.682.4972
Travel Network 1.888.335.6898

iCancun! 3 NIGHTS 4 NIGHTS

Turan $309 $339

Grand Caribe Real

'Deluxe Oceonview Aaommodolions

$335 $379

Continental Villas Plaza $329 $375

Costa Real Hotel $325 $369

Cancun Playa $325 $359

‘50% Discount on Beverage & Dinner 

Air on Continental Airlines

Puerto Vallarta
Continentol Plaza Vallarta $379 $415

Velas Vallarta

‘Junior Suite

$389 $425

Fiesta Americana

‘20% Discount on Food 8 Beverage

$415 $465

Camino Real Vallarta 

"Price Reflects 1 Free Might 

Air on Aeromexico Airlines

$425 $425*

Acapulco 3 NIGHTS 4 NIGHTS

Copacabana $369 $369*

"Price Reflects 1 Free Night

Continetal Plaza Acapulco $349 $385

Calinda Beach Acapulco $359 $389

Fiesta Americana $379 $419

Costa Club Acapulco $369 $405

Air on Aeromexico Airlines

Fort Lauderdale
3 NIGHTS 4 NIGHTS

Holiday Inn by the Sea $325 $355

Ramada Sea Club $339 $369

Sheraton

Yankee Clipper Beach Resort $379 $425

Yankee Trader Beach Resort $369 $415

Air on Continental Airlines

All podtoges ate pet person rate, bosed on double occvponcy, end indvde lowest toundtiip oil, midweek hovel, no Continentol ot Aeromenai Airlines hom Houston, 
hotel OHOtnmodohons, end roundflip hotel/oxpott honsfos Transfers are not included for fort loudetdole All rates oie for new bookings only Rotes ore subiect to 
change ond on»lobilify Concellonon choiges moy wry by deportuie dote Blackout dotes will apply Please odd on additional $55.00 lor U S Departure fox, federal 
Inspection fees, Customer User Fees ond Menton Oeporture tox Rotes ore octwote of rhe time of printing Valid through October 31 1998

CALL YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR FRIENDLY HOLIDAYS SOUTH AT

281.539.3109
e SEF»TEr\/lBEf=j A 1 *19 9 8



COV ER STORY

CHURCH/ from page 1A

2700 Albany from 8 p.m. to midnight. 
A disc jockey will play a variety of 
music suited to the high school days 
for people of all ages. Roper said.

“We decided we wanted to open it up 
to the community. When 1 went to my 
first prom in high school. I went with a 
female. But I was not out of the closet 
and I would have much rather have 
gone with a man." Holden said. "I think 
this is an opportunity for all of us. who 
didn’t get to go with the one we would've 
like to. it’s an opportunity to with the 
one we would like to go with.”

The prom will be strictly for entertain­
ment. he said, and hopes it becomes an 
annual event. It will include a raffle of 
such things as trips, tickets and profes­
sional services. The cost of “Prom Night 
OUT!" is $25 in advance or $30 at the 
door. Proceeds from the event will be 
divided between the Maranatha 
Fellowship and the Universal Fellowship 
of Metropolitan Community Churches.

The observances of the church's 
sixth anniversary culminate on Sept. 

13 with Perry, who will deliver a ser­
mon during the 11 a.m. worship ser­
vice. The worship will be followed by a 
fellowship luncheon.

With the support of Metropolitan 
Community Church of the Resurrection. 
Maranatha Fellowship started six years 
go with 15 members. Current Sunday 
attendance is between 70 and 80. said 
the Rev. Janet Parker.

"We have been viewed by many peo­
ple as a 'healing' church, a place of 
'healing' for a lot of people from the 
wounds of the past." Parker said. “It is 
a place where they can gain self-worth 
and self-esteem and be able to inte­
grate their sexuality and spirituality. 
This is a place where people can real­
ly receive that. It comes not from our 
intentional effort but as a by-product 
of the ministry we have done."

What: Sixth anniversary of 
Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan 
Community Church. 3400 Montrose. 
Suite 600

When: Sept. 11 to 13
Contact: 713-528-6756

LINE-UP/ from page 1A

Sullivan (Paige Turco) ABC
"Mad About You” — Paul’s (Paul Reiser) sis­

ter Debbie Buchman (Robin Bartlett) and her 
girlfriend Joan (Suzie Plakson), who is also 
Jamie's (Helen Hunt) gynecologist. NBC 
WEDNESDAYS

“Chicago Hope" — Dr. Dennis Hancock 
(Vondie Curtis Hall) CBS
THURSDAYS

“Friends" — Ross’ (David Schwimmer) ex— 
wife Carol Wylick (Jane Sibbett) and her spouse 
Susan Bunch (Jessica Hecht) NBC

“E.R." — Emergency room intern Dr. Maggie 
Doyle (Jorja Fox) NBC

“Line" — Line’s (Steven Williams) sexually— 
questioning daughter, Rosalee (Tisha 
Campbell) Showtime

“Rude Awakenings" — Billie Frank s (Sherilyn

Fenn) Addictions Anonymous friend Jackie 
(Rain Pryor) Showtime
FRIDAYS

"Homicide: Life On The Street” — Detective 
Tim Bayliss (Kyle Secor) NBC

"Nash Bridges" — Nash's (Don Johnson) sis­
ter Stacey Bridges (Angela Dorhmann) and 
receptionist Pepe (Patrick Fischler) CBS 
SATURDAYS

“Profiler" — VCTF Computer Specialist 
George Fraley (Peter Frenchette) NBC 
SUNDAYS

“The Simpsons" — Mr. Burns’ assistant 
Wayion Smithers (Harry Shearer) FOX

“Sex And The City" — Carrie’s (Sarah 
Jessica Parker) good friend Stanford Blatch 
(Willy Garson) HBO
DAILY

"All My Children" — Kevin Sheffield (Ben 
Jorgensen) ABC

713-349-9750

Ed Kinser

BSMI, CBS 

Director 

Kinetic Sports

Exercise Programs

Personal Trainers

Nutritional Intervention

Massage Therapy

Stress/Pain Managment

Neuropathy Therapy

Peer Support

Workshops & Seminars

Steroid Education

Increase Self Esteem

Patricia Salvato, MD-Medical Director

I
f you choose to sell your life 
insurance policy, Lone Star 
Viatical invites you to meet with 
us in person or by phone. Our service 

assists you with the process of 
negotiating and selling your policy - 
allowing you to acquire the financial 
resources you seek.
By utilizing our numerous funding 
sources, Lone Star Viatical works 
to obtain the highest cash payment 
within the quickest possible time.

Our services are free & confidential 
with no obligation.

Please Call or Come By!

214.691.8300
or

1.888.691.8030

700 N. Pearl St., Suite 1000, Dallas, TX 75201

With our committed support to AIDS service organizations, 
5% of our gross revenue will be donated.



PORTRAIT STUDIO
• PORTRAITS

• umoug
•PEE

• LARGE GROUPS
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• PRSSPORTS

J
oin our Club Plan and receive 3 days 2 nights 

hotel accommodations in Las Vegas and three 

8x10 beautiful color portraits in our studio (this is 

a $575.00 value) for only $18.35.

Gay Owned and Operated

Say you saw it in the Houston Voice

2643 Richmond @ Kirby 
Houston, Texas 77098 

(713) 523-9683

Call Now To Reserve Your Sitting

(713) 523-9683

A NEIGHBORHOOD GYM

AWESOME NEW EQUIPMENT
IMMACULATELY CLEAN

IMPECCABLE SERVICE

4040 MILAM 77006 - (713) 524-9932
Men.- Fri. 5am.- 10p.m.«Sat & Sun. 8am- 8pm 
Tour club for details. Some restrictions apply.

Annual Membership

ONLY $248!
NO MONTHLY DUES.

Houston Voice has a new home

713HOUSTON

529
8490

New address effective Sept. 14
From stall reports

Tire Houston Voice has 
moved Into a new home. Ttie 
Houston Vtoice lias moved Into 
a new home. The Houston 
Voice has moved Into a new 
home TlK- Houston Voter has 
moved into a new home. The 
Houston Voice lias moved into 
a new home. Tlie Houston 
Voice lias moved Into a new 
home. Tile Houston Voice has

moved Into a new home. Hie 
Houston Voice has moved Into 
a new home. The Houston 
Voice lias moved into a new 
honie.Tlie Houston Voice lias 
moved Into a new home. Tile 
Houston Voice has moved Into 
a new home. The Houston 
Voice has moved Into a new 
home The Houston Voice has 
moved into a new liome.Tlie 
Houston Voice lias moved Into

500 Lovett, Suite 200 
Houston, TX 77006 

Mike Fleming ~ Associate Publisher 

Matthew A. Hennie - Editor

PRIMARY WINS: An open lesbian 
won a hotly-contested Democratic 
primary for Wisconsin’s 2nd 
Congressional District and a gay 
Republican moved a step closer to 
making history in Arizona during pri­
maries last Tuesday.

Democrat Tammy Baldwin will face 
former State Insurance 
Commissioner Jo Musser, in the 
November 3 general election for the 
right to represent Wisconsin’s 2nd 
District in the House of 
Representatives. Baldwin is one of a 
handful of openly gay or lesbian can­
didates running for Congress this fall. 
In Arizona, openly gay Republican 
Steve May won his party's nomination 
for the state House. His election this 
fall would make him the first openly 
gay Republican to serve in Arizona's 
Legislature. Openly gay Democrat 
Mark Pocan also won a primary for 
Baldwin's 78th District State 
Assembly seat.

. Because Pocan's district is highly 
Democratic and May’s is overwhelm­
ingly Republican, their chances for 
election on November 3 are extremely 
good, according to political pundits. If 
elected in November, May will join two 
other prominent gay Republicans in 
office in Arizona — Republican 
Congressman Jim Kolbe, who chairs 
a House Appropriations subcommit­
tee in Congress, and Republican 
Mayor Neil Giuliano of Tempe, who 
won re-election earlier this year.

CANCER RISKS: Lesbians are 
more likely to have the risk factors 
associated with breast cancer than 
are heterosexual women, according to 
a study presented last week by Dr. 
Stephanie Roberts and Dr. Suzanne 
Dibble at the Gay and Lesbian 
Medical Association annual meeting 
in Chicago. Researchers found that 
lesbians in their study had a higher 
overall risk for breast cancer because 
they "had fewer pregnancies, more 
breast biopsies, and greater body 
mass indices" than their heterosexual 
counterparts. Dibble told meeting 
attendees. All three of these charac­
teristics have previously been identi­
fied as risk factors for breast cancer, 
Roberts noted. The study confirms 
findings of an earlier study that sug­
gested lesbians have a higher risk for 
breast cancer. Roberts said.

ROBERTSON PROTEST: A New
York City law extending health bene­
fits to unmarried 
of city employees 
by a group 
founded by tele­
vangelist Pat 
Robertson. The 
Virginia-based 
American Center 
for Law and 
Justice filed a 
lawsuit Sept. 2 
on behalf of 
three New York 
City residents, 
naming the city 
and Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani 
as defendants.

domestic partners 
is being challenged

Robertson:
Protests domestic 
partner benefits in 
New York

Vincent P. McCarthy, a lawyer for the 
group, argued that the law was 
unconstitutional because it interferes 
with the state's exclusive jurisdiction 
concerning marriage and domestic 
relations. He said the domestic part­
ners law had expanded the definition 
of marriage to create a marital status 
in the city that does not exist under 
state law. But Georgia Pestana, a city 
lawyer, said the new law actually only 
redefines the family unit rather than 
who can be considered a spouse. She 
said the new law just makes a 1993 
executive order extending health ben­
efits to domestic partners a perma­
nent fixture of city law.

GAY RUMORS: West Virginia 
Republican Party chairman David 
Tyson has become the subject of con­
troversy due to rumors that he is gay. 
according to a report in the 
Charleston newspaper Graffiti. A 
movement to oust Tyson as chairman 
in favor of South Charleston Mayor 
Richie Robb has been gathering 
momentum for some time, and came 
to a head in July, when Tyson defeat­
ed Robb in an election for state GOP 
chairman at the state Republican 
Executive Committee meeting. But 
many within the 
Republican Party I V
believe Tyson is ~
gay. a rumor that V . . 
has persisted for ; *
years. Tyson, I / jnl
who's single and i B J

on HBI®
a

ion. continues to 
be dogged by Tyson: Remains 
comparisons to silent on gay 
Robb, who is rumors 
married and has
two children. Tyson has remained 
largely silent on the issue. In July, in 
response to "family values” issues 
raised by party members, he told a 
Charleston Gazette reporter that he 
was “a practicing Catholic.”

GAYS ATTACKED: Since the night 
of Aug. 31, New York City has seen 
five anti-gay attacks, four of them in 
Greenwich Village. That brings the 
number of such assaults to 72 this 
year; there were 40 last year at this 
time. Police have made arrests in only 
one case. They suspect three men are 
responsible for two assaults in the 
Village, and a group of six men for 
another attack there the morning of 
Sept. 2. The fifth attack occurred the 
morning of Sept. 3 in the Park Slope 
section of Brooklyn. All the victims 
were men who were taunted with 
anti-gay remarks and then either 
threatened or assaulted by other 
men; one was stabbed in the arm. 
Police have not disclosed whether the 
victims were gay but are calling the 
incidents possible bias crimes. Police 
Commissioner Howard Safir had 
assigned 15 extra uniformed and 
plainclothes officers to patrol 
Greenwich Village in the wake of 
three murders there last month. 
Christine Quinn, executive director of 
the New York City Gay & Lesbian 
Anti-Violence Project, said her group 
plans a community demonstration, 
perhaps in the next week, to show 
that residents will not tolerate gay­
bashing.

SCHOOL HARASSMENT: A 
Louisville, Ky., jury awarded a 17- 
year-old girl $220,000 for the harass­
ment she suffered at the hands of 
some of her classmates and because 
Spencer County school officials failed 
to do enough to try to stop it, accord­
ing to the Louisville Courier-Journal. 
The court case was the first in which 
the victim had to prove “deliberate 
indifference" on the part of school 
officials, a standard established by 
the U.S. Supreme Court in June. 
Alma McGowan testified that she was 
taunted about being German and a 
"lesbian" from the age of 11 to the age 
of 15, when she left the school system 
to be taught at home. At the trial. 
McGowan said some of her class­
mates called her "that German gay 
girl” and “lezzie,” and that school offi­
cials did little to stop the abuse. In 
one incident, she said, a boy backed 
her up against a wall, started taking 
off his pants and said he was going to 
rape her. McGowan said that her 
pleas for help were often ignored or 
.dismissed by school administrators.

—From staff and wire reports
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LOCAL

I V/ from page 1A

“Many people were surprised we 
were picked up, but we never had any 
doubts about the future of "Will & 
Grace,'" Mutchnick admitted. "From the 
very first day we pitched the idea. 
Warren Littlefield (NBC's head honcho) 
was behind it 100 percent. Like us. he 
thought the dynamic between a gay 
man and straight women was much 
more interesting than some of the rela­
tionships that are now on TV. He really 
liked the idea that we were charting 
new territory."

Definitely going where no sitcom 
has gone before. "Will & Grace" is the 
hilarious, and often touching look at 
two longtime friends — gay lawyer Will 
Truman and straight interior designer 
Grace Adler — who are looking for 
long-term sexual relationships, just 
not with each other.

If the pilot episode for "Will & Grace" is 
any accurate barometer, Will's sex life 
certainly isn't a factor that is openly dealt 
with. While it is made clear he is gay. lit­
tle of his private life is discussed or dis­
played. On the other hand, in the first 
two minutes of the show, Grace is found 
in bed with her boyfriend having just fin­
ished making love. This obvious dispari­
ty has caused some gays and lesbians 
who initially showered Mutchnick and 
Kohan with kudos now openly chastise 
them for "sugar-coating" Will's sex life for 
primetime viewers. It's a criticism the 
openly-gay Mutchnick views as com­
pletely inaccurate.

"Will's pure — the character is who 
he is," Mutchnick stated. “I don't 
think we're hiding at this point. I 
mean, if you pay attehtion to the pilot, 
there's nothing that goes unsaid. We 
go for it. We're not hiding from any­
thing, and I hope we continue to do 

that in the scripts that come up.
The characters will touch. But can 

we expect Will to exchange kisses with 
another man?

“In the 
eight or 
nine 
episodes 
that we've 
written so 
far, that has­
n't hap- 
p e n e d , " 
Kohan 
answered hon­
estly. “But it's 
possible. I 
mean, look, the 
goal is to be as 
honest with 
these characters 
as we possibly 
can be. If the 
situation arises 
or calls for it, 
then..."

The director 
of the pilot says 
among many the show will tackle 
in good time.

“Isn’t this all about entertainment and 
not controversy?" James Burrows, the 
director of the pilot episode, asked 
rhetorically. “We will try to make the 
most entertaining show possible and 
deal with those kinds of issues in our 
own way. We're not here to proselytize at 
all. If we find an entertaining way to do a 
kiss, we will do that. We're not politiciz­
ing at all. Because a kiss between two 
men on television would be an issue."

Eric McCormack, the hunky, mar­
ried actor who portrays Will, believes 
the whole "kissing controversy" sur­
rounding “Will & Grace" has been 
blown completely out of proportion.

“It seems to me that it's a no-win situ­
ation," McCormack explained. “We don't 
have a kiss in the pilot, so, we're going 
to get some crap for that. But if we put 
a kiss in the first scene of the pilot, it 
would be considered controversial. 
And for everyone that went, 'Good for 
you,' somebody else would go, ‘Oh, it’s 
a stunt.' And this is not a stunt 
show."

The Canadian born McCormack, 
best known in the U.S. for his 

work in the television west­
ern series 
“Lonesome 
Dove: The 
Outlaw 
Years," finds 
striking simi- 

1 a r i t i e s 
between his 
small-screen 
persona and 
himself.

“I think when I 
first read this 
script, what hit 
me immediately
was that Will was 
me," he said. “I 

mean, sexual orientation aside, this guy 
was so much like me: he’s a great host, 
he's relatively funny, he has great friends 
and he's a good friend to them. It was 
one of the few times I've read a script and 
thought, '1 think this is going to be mine.’ 
And the issue — the gay issue — just 
wasn’t a really big thing. I knew I could 
convincingly play a gay man.

So far, everyone McCormack has 
shown the pilot to has been more than 
pleased with the results.

“I've had nothing but positive response 
from everyone — from my parents on 
down to my most overtly gay friends," he 
said. "And I think a lot of that comes 

Above:
Eric McCormack

Right:
Sean Hayes 

its one issue

from me liking Will as a person. He's a 
great guy who has it all together. I mean, 
gay characters are often shown strug­
gling with the issue of being gay. Will is 
past that voyage of discovery. He's con­
tent with his sexuality and has come to 
a point where he can relax and enjoy a 
wonderful day-to-day relationship with 
his two best friends — Grace (Debra 
Messing), who is straight, and his gay 
pal. Jack (Sean Hayes)."

Unlike Will, who could easily “pass" 
as a typical heterosexual male, the 
character of Jack is closer to the gener­
al gay stereotype TV audiences have 
grown accustomed to. Hayes, who is 
currently starring in the big screen gay 
comedy “Billy's Hollywood Screen Kiss," 
admits he plays up the stereotype.

“I just have a good time with him." 
Hayes, who refuses to answer questions 
about his own personal life, explained. 
“He's wacky and pretentious, and when 
things are going bad. he's there to make 
them worse. So, there's really no brain 
surgery playing a role like Jack. I just, 
kind of have a good time and try to keep 
him as real as possible. But I do draw a 
line when I think he gets too over the top. 
Hollywood has force-fed us too many bad 
gay stereotypes already. Everyone at Will 
& Grace' refuses to do that.

Hayes and co-star McCormack say 
the gay community should champion 
the fact that the show includes two 
well-defined gay characters.

“‘Will & Grace' has the benefit of two 
characters here — not just one to 
carry the weight of all homosexuality 
on its back," McCormack said. “You 
have two guys: one, who perhaps is a 
little bit more traditional in the stereo­
typical vein, and one that is not. I 
think Middle America will now be able 
to see a whole fascinating variety with­
in the gay culture."

Dedicated puts

Puzzled about your 

financial future?

the pieces together...

Have HIV or AIDS?
We offer the highest settlements for 

your life insurance in the industry.

Use our new FastTrack Program.
48-Hour Purchase Offer (Some restrictions may apply.)

Be a Friend - Refer a Friend
Visit our web site at www.dedicatedresources.com • Write drviatical@aol.com 
Lie. in TX, CA, FL « IL, Pending Where Necessary • Se' Habla Espandl

DEDICATED & RESOURCES
A VIATICAL SETTLEMENT PROVIDER

800.677.5026

Ibur Out and Proud Clothing Store

r, L

GE

A

IF!

• EXCLUDES CALVIN KLEIN 
AND RAYMOND DRAGON

' SECOND ITEM MUST BE OF EQUAL 
OR LESSER VALUE.
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EATING OUT

DINER

FA'fa if Ffa^fP ’

"Wine is sunlight 
held together 

by water" 
-Nicholas Copernicus

ffa'

Hours
Mon-Thu 11:00 am until 10:00 pm 
Friday 11:00 am until 11:00 pm
Saturday 5:30 pm until 11:00 pm

Sunday Brunch Buffet 
10:30 am until 2:30 pm

905 TAFT 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77019-2613 

713.523.5F0X

Italy at your doorstep for 
only a couple of bucks
by MAUREEN O’REILLY

"We bring the best of Italy right to 
your doorstep."

That’s the rather grandiose claim 
made by CoIlina’s Italian Cafe. 
Surprisingly, they come close. 
Collina’s has been with us for years 
and they continue to offer one of the 
best values in Italian dining in 
Houston. They also offer some truly 
delicious food. too.

The original Collina’s on Richmond 
(there are three locations) recently 
doubled its size, providing an excuse 
to revisit. Yes, it’s located in a strip 
shopping center. Yes. even doubled, it 
still only has about 15 tables. Yes, 
those tables are covered with tacky, 
vinyl, red and white checked cloths. 
But yes, the food is still yummy. And 
the prices are unbelievably low.

One of the delights of the Richmond 
Avenue Collina’s is the lack of a liquor 
license. What? No wine with my 
pasta? Just bring your own. The staff 
graciously uncorks your bottle and 
provides glasses for no fee. Somehow, 
this bringing in of wine in brown 
paper bags adds to the festiveness of 
the restaurant. The customers peer 
around to see what the next table is 
drinking, which sometimes results in 
a sharing of wines and a pleasant 
conviviality. It also makes for a much 
more economical dining experience. 
And non-drinkers needn't feel self- 
conscious.

The real joy of Collina’s, what 
makes it so special, is that it serves 
delicious food at incredibly low prices. 
With the exception of the nightly spe­
cials. the food is basic Italian, rather

The Food File
Collina’s Italian Cafe 
3933 Richmond Ave. 
713-621-8844

Food: S“’S)S->S“>

Service:

Value:

Scene:

■ Opt for bread, water at home 
OK, if you really must 

Fine for most
. Worth the drive, so live a little 

• • As good as it gets

bands. This squid was cooked to per­
fection. Tender, delicate, rings floated 
in an equally delicate, lemony and 
delicious sauce. But none of the 
usual crust. Only squid lovers should 
apply.

After such fabulous appetizers, it is 
hard to know where to go on Collina’s 
menu. But it is difficult to go wrong 
here. The pasta dishes are good. 
Knowing we couldn’t taste everything, 
my dining partner and I asked for a 
bowl of the marinara sauce to dip our 
bread in. The bread is a thick, tasty 
foccacia. Though beautiful by itself, 
dipping it into the savory sauce yields 
a luscious combination.

Then sample the pizza. Collina’s 
has a number of interesting combi­
nations in 12” and 16" proportions

COLLINA’S
than nouvelle. The pasta dishes, 
served with bread and salad, are a 
steal at an average price of $6.99.

One of the truly exceptional items 
on Collina’s menu is the stuffed half 
artichoke appetizer. A jumbo arti­
choke is split vertically, stuffed and 
served bubbling hot. The first ques­
tion is whether to dig into the stuffing 
with a fork or pull out a leaf. I opted 
to try a leaf and found that the arti­
choke had been baked perfectly. On 
to the stuffing and to my surprise — 
along with bread crumbs. Romano 
cheese and garlic — the artichoke had 
been stuffed with artichoke hearts. 
Several of them. Enter artichoke 
heaven. Not only was it a beautiful, 
though simple presentation, it was 
the best stuffed artichoke I have 
encountered in a long time. It was 
easily a light meal in itself and a value 
at $3.99.

The portobello mushroom appetizer 
also pleased. TNvo large portobellos, 
marinated in Italian herbs and topped 
with provolone cheese, were grilled 
and served on a bed of sauteed fresh 
spinach, garnished with red bell pep­
per. The mushrooms were succulent 
and meaty. The spinach was wonder­
fully infused with garlic and certainly 
could stand alone. Also a potential 
light meal.

Another appetizer, the calamari, 
was served differently than in most 
restaurants. Rather than being 
breaded and fried, it was sauteed with 
red bell peppers, green onions, garlic, 
lemon and white wine. Squid is diffi­
cult to cook properly — one moment 
too long and it turns into rubber 

but. unlike many restaurants, they 
offer the same combos as 6” 
“pizzetes." This time we decided to go 
the pizza direction and ordered a Z- 
Special pizzete. The Z-Pizza is 
Collina’s "special" and arrives loaded 
with just about everything including 
Canadian bacon and olives. We asked 
for anchovies, also. They weren't not 
on the list of potential pizza ingredi­
ents. but our server didn’t bat an eye. 
That is the way it is at Collina’s .

I was concerned about how they 
would fit all those toppings on a 6- 
irich pizza, but they did. And Collina’s 
well deserved reputation as a great 
pizza place was reaffirmed. The crust 
was wonderfully crisp on the bottom 
and yet had a chewy, delicious bread 
top. The toppings were of excellent 
quality. They managed to blend in the 
anchovy without overwhelming. And 
at $4.99, the pizzete was a full meal.

This is a restaurant that takes itself 
seriously, cooks from scratch, uses 
the freshest ingredients, but .gets no 
respect. While the scene may be lack­
ing. the food is better than 1 have 
encountered in the some of the finer 
Italian restaurants in town. I have no 
qualms about recommending 
Collina’s to anyone. And if you can’t 
be bothered to drive to Greenway 
Plaza, they deliver within liberal 
boundaries. Their delivery map 
stretches east to Montrose and north 
to Memorial.

Collina’s is located at 3835 
Richmond Ave. with branches in Rice 
Village and the Memorial area. The 
restaurants are open for lunch and 
dinner every day except Sunday.
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Houston industries’ Power of Houston *98 

presented at the Great Tastes of Houston

Four Course Dinner in Romantic Spindietop
$65 per person

* including tax & gratuity •
Valid Saturday, September 12,1998

For Reservations, please call 713*654*6999

ue POwn
at our P0WU and 

recharge with the Great Tastes of Bavaria.
Try an electrifying Bratwurst & Sauerkraut Power Wrap 

and one of our great imported beers.
Open Fri., Sat. & Sun., Sept. 11,12 & 13 1998

IN THE CENTER OF DOWNTOWN

" 1200 Louisiana Street, Houston, TX 77002, 713*654« 1234 " 2900 Briarpark Drive at Westheimer, 

Houston, Texas 77042 • (713)978-7400

Dante the night away in Tiffany Rose 

and listen to some of Houston's hottest 

Jazz bands. Smooth Jazz Sunday Nights 

from 7-10 pm at the Adam's Mark Hotel 

feature extensive wines-by-the glass, 

martini specials, premium cigars and a 

delicious appetizer menu.

Smooth <
Sunday Brunch
E njoy exquisite culinary creations at the |
Adam’s Mark Hotel including made-to-order | 

omelets, homemade pastries, savory seafood, | 

selections mouth-watering pasta, seasonal 
salads, delectable entrees, plus an unbelievable | 

array of our finest desserts. Then sit back, |

relax, sip champagne while listening to some I 
of Houston’s finest jazz musicians.

Every Sunday, 10:30 am-2:00 pm 
Adults $22.50; Seniors $20.50 

Children 5-11 $12.50; Under 5 Free 

Reservations Recommended 

713-978-3326

adarn's mauk, 
the hotel of houston

Free delivery 5-9pm 
2390 W. Alabama 

(between Kirby & Shepherd) 

713-526-3868 
Private Party Room Available

Cheek, these oat!
ZJ/re Cracker ZJish (AJraps

O’/landarin Chicken Salad

Oriental Southwest Chicken

Sistro Steak fCu>

Seafood '^Treasures

Juicer Oaks Wling Chicken

"The dumplings were first-class.Tien Fu brings the best of

China inside the loop.” —W)//iam A/bright. Houston Post

Tien Fu Chinese Bistro
A spectacular blends of old world and new world 
ingredients.

Divine dishes & Fabulous menus!!

Chinese Cuisine

VOTED BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT IN THE HOUSTON PRESS 
VOTED Hl SUNDAY BRUNCH BY THE HOUSTON PRESS

MONDAYS b TUESDAYS VV E D N E S D A Y N 16 H T 
90Z. MARGARITAS $2.25 1(02.MARGARITAS 53.00 
CO M PLIMENTRY QUESADILLA BAR

Mesa
1971 WEST GRAY - 7IJ.52O.89

------------rz_____ _

Greek & American Cafe
Proudly Serving the Community Since 1977.

Houston Voice -1994
"Quaint Montrose cafe... Best 
Felafel I've ever had"

Houston Press -1996
"Perfectly simple..."

Public News -1996
- Tummies Awards Winner
- Best Middle Eastern Restaurant
- Hot Spot Worth Noting

Inside Houston -1997
"It's all Greek at Niko Niko's"

OutSinart Magazine -1997 
Voted Niko Niko's - "Greatest 
Greek"

Houston Business Journal - 1998 
"Best Greek"

Texas Triangle -1997 
"Favorite Greek Restaurant 
statewide"

Proud Recipient of 9 
Action 13 Marvin Zindler 
Kitchen Cleanliness Awards

2520 Montrose 
713-528-1308

MON-THURS 10-10 
FRI-SAT 10-11 
SUNDAYS 11-9
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Sumptuous Champagne

Sunday ‘Brunch-1695

munch

• 24-Hour Fitness Center
• Outdoor Heated Pool & 

Hot Tub
• Cimarron Restaurant 

serving breakfast, lunch & 
dinner

• Big Bend Bar with 
“All Day Happy 
Hour” Friday-Sunday

• Lobby Piano Bar
• 14,000 sq. feet of function 

& banquet facilities
• Complimentary Parking
• Exceptional personal 

service
• Minutes from Montrose 

nightlife and Galleria 
shopping

Sheraton 
Houston Brookhollow

HOTEL

3000 North Loop West • Houston • 77092 
(exit T.C. Jester) 
713.688.0100

Who Said a 
Good Lawyer 

is Hard to 
Find?

ATTORNEY
Handsome, charming and witty, 
seeks a male counterpart (31-35) 
attractive and intelligent. Friendship 
and possible relationship ° 0123

Looking to sustain a relationship with an 

appealing person?

We won’t object. Beginning this May, Houston Voice 
personals will have a whole new look, lots of great 
new features and all kinds of new ads from single 

people who’d love to meet you.

So file your brief. Call 1-800-985-4666 and 
place your FREE personal ad today!

Cl 990 The TPI Group

Houston Voice

Connections

Wed. Special 
All desserts 

1/2 price 
from 6 -10 PM

LOBO CAFE IS

NOW
SERVING Fresh 

Sandwiches 
Daily from the 

Acadian Bakers

Lunch Special
Sandwich, Chips 

and Soda

NOW $4.99

Frozen 
Cappuccinos

Granitas

3939 MONTROSE BLVD • 713.522.5156

Serving Texas' Gay and Lesbian Community for 25 Years!

EVERYDAY 9 AM TO MIDNIGHT

RestAvirAHt
A Montrose Tradition Since 1975

Wonderful Food... Reasonable Prices...
Unique Herb Garden

Check Us Out...

* *

2607 Grant St. • 713-522-0042

Come 
Celebrate 

in

THE 
JASMINE 
ROOM 

our 
private 

banquet 
facility

You’re elderly and gay; 

where

can -
live?
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Friday, September 11
• Communion and Prayer Service at 10:00 
am: at the Kolbe Project. 713-522-8182.
• The Church of Good Life on the Internet: 
http://www.syncretlst.org/church.htm.

Saturdav. September 12
• The Church of Good Life on the Internet: 
h ttp: / /www. syncretist. org/ church. htm.

Sunday, September 13
• Church of the XII Apostles Anglican Rite 
Old Catholic Church: Holy Communion
10: 30 am at 239 Westheimer. 713/665- 
7903.
• Holy Rite Eucharist I 8:00 am; Holy Rite 
Eucharist II 9:00 am; Choral Eucharist
11: 00 am at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. 
1805 W. Alabama. 713- 528-6665.
• Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan 
Church Service "Preaching the Gospel” at 11 
am. 713-528-6756.
• MCCR Worship services 9:00 & 11:00 am 
.713-861-9149.
• Grace Lutheran Church Sunday school for 
all ages at 9:30 am Worship Service at 10:30 
am 713-528-3269.
• First Unitarian Universalist Church 
Sunday Services at 9:30 am and 11:30 am 
713'526-5200.
• Services at 5:30 pm Dignity Church 713- 
880-2872.
• Community Gospel Praise and Worship 
service at 11:00 am Sunday School for chil­
dren. Evening Service at 7 pm. 4305 Lillian 
713-880-9235. Catch them at www.commu- 
nitygospel.org.
• Houston Mission Church Worship service 
’at 10:30 am 713-529-8225.
• Covenant Baptist Church Worship service 
1:30 pm and education hour at 3:00 pm. 
713-668-8830.
• Bering Memorial United Methodist Church 
Worship service 10:50 am. Seekers class 
9:15 am 713-526-1017.
• MCCR Handbell Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 
pm 713-861-9149.
• Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County, 
402 Church St. in Galveston. Sunday 
Services at 10:30 am weekly. 409-765-8330.
• The Church of Good Life on the Internet; 
http://www.syncretist.org/church.htm.

Srn’iHg the Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual 

Community of Catholics andfiends.

Services Saturdays 7:30 pm Traditional Mass

ctiwc&rflares 
tfir Lowiy

In the heights 

1307 Yale, suite H • 713-^0-2872

• Faith and Hope Fellowship Service at 11:00 
am. 713-520-7847.

Monday, September 14
• Catholic Mass at 7:00 pm at the Kolbe 
Project. 713-861-1800

Tuesday, September 15
• MCCR: Empowerment for Living support 
group & pot luck dinner at 6:00 pm. 
Gloryland Ensemble at 6:00 pm Orchestra 
rehersal at 7:30 pm. 713-861-9149.
• Maranatha Fellowship MCC has groups 
that meet in each others home for a time of 
fellowship, sharing God's word, and prayer. 
Call for the location in your area 713-528- 
6756.
• The Church of Good Life on the Internet: 
http://www.syncretist.org/church.htm.
• Discussion Group "The Death Penalty" @7 
pm. At the Kolbe Project. 713-861-1800.

Wednesday, September 16
• Holy Eucharist Rite II 12 Noon at St. 
Stephen's Episcopal Church. 1805 W. 
Alabama. 713-528-6665.
• MCCR Bible Study 7:30 pm 713-861-9149.
• Worship Service 7:30 pm at Faith and Hope 
Fellowship 713-520-7847
• The Church of Good Life on the Internet: 
http://www.syncretlst.org/church.htm.
• Maranatha Fellowship MCC has groups that 
meet in each others home for a time of fellow­
ship. sharing God's word, and prayer. Call for 
the location in your area 713-528-6756.

Thursday, September 17
• Bible Study 7:00 pm at Faith and Hope 
Fellowship 713-520-7847.
• Choir Practice at Community Gospel 6:30 pm 
713-880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org.
• Choir Practice at 6:30 pm. Midweek 
Service at Community Gospel 7:30 pm 713- 
880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org.
• The Church of Good Life on the Internet: 
http://www.syncretist.org/church.htm
If you u>ant an event listed in this section, 
please call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529-8490 
by 12 Noon Mondays.

KOLBE
K PROJECT

Monday, September 14 

Eucharist 7:30pm

Tuesday, September 15 

Discussion Group •7pm 

“The Death Penalty"

Friday, September 18

Morning Prayer • 10am

Kolbe Prayer Line 713-861-1844 

PH.(713)861-1800 FX.(713) 861-7212 
1030 Heights Blvd. * Houston, TX 77008

Catch the Bering Spirit-
A Place for Everyone

Bering Memorial
United Methodist Church

A Reconciling Congregation

Where persons - regardless of sexual orentation, gender, 
ethnicity, or age - fully participate in the church's life and ministries 

as loved disciples of Christ.

~ NEW EARLY SERVICE -
Sunday Worship...............................8:30a.tn.
Sunday School................................... 9:40a.m.
Sunday Worship............................ 10:50a.tn.

Rev. Marilyn Meeker-Williams, Pastor 
1440 Harold at Mulberry • (713) 526-1017 

1848 - 1998
Celebrating 150 Years of Serving, Sharing and Caring

Metropolitan Community Church of the Resurrection

Experience God’s Unconditional Love 
Join One of Our H.O.M.E. Groups

H.O.M.E. Groups (Homes Open for Ministry and Encouragement) 
meet for prayer, discussion, and study, in private homes and 

at the church. All groups are open to the community.

Area Locations of Current Groups:

East and West Houston 
Near Northwest Houston (290/Hollister Area) 

Magnolia/Tomball 
Old Sixth Ward (Decatur Street) 

Deer Park/Pasadena/Pearland 
Heights/Montrose 
Bellaire/Beltway 

Galveston/Clear Lake/Beaumont

Some groups are open to specific individuals (female couples, male 
couples, the leather community, and Spanish speakers)

For more information or to locate a group in your area, 
call Rev. Ralph Lasher at 713-861-9149.

Houston's Inclusive Community of Spirit!

Spiritual Uplift Service: Wednesdays 7 PM

Decatur St. H.O.M.E. Group: Wednesdays 7:30 PM

Worship Services: Sundays 9 AM & 11 AM

Visit our web page at www.mccr-hou. com for the most current 

schedule of upcoming events!

713-861-9149 1919 Decatur, Houston, Texas 77007
Washington @ White St. (between Studemont and Houston Ave.)

LSCU&STO/l/

The purpose of this group is to allow Gays and 
Lesbians to come together and share their spiritual 
beliefs without being judged. We will share and dis­
cover the important issues and values in our lives 
both personally and spiritually. We will look at our­
selves and where we are at this time of our journey 
through life and where we would like to go in the 
future.

MEETINGS START: September 10, 1998 

TIME: Thursdays 7:00-9:00p.m.

LOCATION:
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center

TELEPHONE: (713) 654-2190

CONTACT: Will K Whitmer, M.Div., M.Ph,

803 Hawthorn Street
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Monicagate
After Monica, should we stand by our man Bill?

As the days go by since President 
Clinton’s angry admission of an 
“inappropriate relationship” with 
intern Monica Lewinsky, many of his 
core supporters are dropping like 
flies.

Leading the way have been 
Democrats on the Hill, including 
Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D-Conn.), 
who gave an impassioned speech 
last Friday from the Senate floor 
that called Clinton's conduct 
“immoral and harmful," deserving of 
public rebuke.

Calls for the President’s impeach­
ment or resignation, once limited to 
the Amen Corner of arch-conserva­
tive Rep. Bob Barr (R-Ga.) now 
extend to the middle of the room, 
and include a cross-section of pun­
dits and politicians. And all this 
even before Ken Starr issues his 
report to Congress.

Standing by her man as always 
has been First Lady Hillary Clinton, 
but she has interesting company. 
Women's rights groups have taken 
harsh criticism for continuing to 
stick by a president whose policies 
are female-friendly, even when his 
behavior in the office is a little too 
female-friendly.

African-American civil rights lead­
ers have also stood by the President 
— most notably Rep. John Lewis (D- 
Ga.). who pledged his unending sup­
port just days after Clinton admitted 
his lie. “I’ve been with you from the 
beginning," Lewis told Clinton at an 
Aug. 29 forum. “And I will stand 
with you now till the end."

Gay rights leaders have been a lot 
quieter in their support of Bill 
Clinton, but none has made any 
move to jump ship. Some will say 
privately that gays should be the 
last to connect private sexual con­
duct with on-the-job performance.

Maybe so. but hasn’t President 
Clinton’s decidedly mixed record on 
gay civil rights made him particular­
ly deserving of the fate he has select­
ed for himself?

In 1993, he abandoned without so 
much as a whimper his campaign 
promise to allow gays to serve open­

RAGE

ly in the military. The resulting 
“compromise." the infamous “Don’t 
Ask. Don’t Tell," inscribed as the 
official policy of the United States 
government that gay service mem­
bers should lie about their sex lives 
for the good of the country.

That’s exactly what the President 
did in January, when he lied under 
oath and to the American people 
about whether he had a sexual rela­
tionship with Monica Lewinsky. For 
the good of the country — in this 
case, his presidency — he lied about 
his private sex life.

Of course there are differences 
between the military’s "Don't Ask, 
Don’t Tell" and Clinton’s “Chase the 
Skirt, Don’t Tell," but none weighs 
in the President’s favor. The military 
policy requires gay and lesbian sol­
diers and sailors to lie not only 
about their sex lives, but about a 
fundamental aspect of their identity. 
(Clinton wasn't lying about some­
thing so fundamental as his hetero­
sexual orientation — just the unre­
strained exercise of it.)

What’s more. "Don't Ask. Don’t 
Tell" is particularly evil because it 
tells gays to lie to protect unit cohe­
sion from the discord that would be 
caused by the anti-gay prejudice of 
some heterosexual service members. 
That’s not only wrong, it’s unconsti­
tutional. The Supreme Court long 
ago taught that, while the govern­
ment cannot legislate prejudice 
away, neither can it grant prejudice 
the force of law.

To be sure, Clinton should not be 
singled out here for condemnation. 
The true, unsung hypocrites of 
Monicagate are the politicians in 
Congress who supported the official 
lies required under "Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell" and are now condemning 
the President for following their 
lead.

And a special place in hypocrisy 
hell should be reserved for Rep. Dan 
Burton (R-Ind.), who voted for “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell," called Clinton a 
"scumbag" for. among other things, 
the Lewinsky scandal, and yet 
admitted last week that he fathered 
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a son as the result of an extramari­
tal affair. To make matters worse, 
both Burton and his concubine 
worked for Indiana state government 
at the time.

But, you might ask. is Clinton 
really such a hyprocrite? He fol­
lowed his own lead and lied about 
his sex life. That’s consistency, not 
hypocrisy. Whatever narrow moral 
ground Clinton might have claimed, 
he lost on Aug. 17.

In an angry speech on national 
television, Clinton came clean about 
his sexual relationship with Monica 
Lewinsky and apologized for the lie. 
Up to that point, he was at least 
consistent — gay service members 
should lie about their sex lives, and 
so should I. Now he’s a hypocrite — 
the architect of a policy that he him­
self found morally bankrupt when 
applied to his own life.

But, you might reasonably 
inquire, wasn’t Clinton made to con­
fess his lie by an out-of-control 
prosecutor on a witchhunt?

Maybe so, but that's where, having 
made his bed, it may well be time for 
Bill Clinton to tuck in the covers. It 
was bad enough for Clinton to 
betray his gay constituents by 
accepting “Don’t Ask. Don’t Tell," 
but since its adoption in 1993, his 
administration has done precious 
little to prevent year after year of 
documented abuse of the policy by 
wayward commanders engaged in 
coercive witchhunts of gay service 
members.

Last year alone, according to a 
report from the Servicemembers 
Legal Defense Network, almost 
1,000 gay service members were dis­
charged — a 67 percent increase 
since “Don’t Ask. Don’t Tell" was 
adopted. There was also a 27 per­
cent increase in documented "com­
mand violations" in the way the pol­
icy was enforced.

There’s little sympathy hear for a 
President who now finds himself 
subject to an unfair witchhunt for 
his private sexual conduct. To the 
contrary, a discharge seems in 
order.
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VOICES ECHOES

The Test
Scare tactics don’t help HIV prevention effort

by RANDY FAIR
One of the most frightening 

experiences for any gay man 
is taking an HIV test. Few 
events have such potential to 
irrevocably change your life. 
This is possibly why so many 
gay men resist ever having the 
test.

Every gay man should be 
tested, but after getting 

the test results every six months for the last 
10 years, I can certainly see why many men 
choose to forego the experience.

I first got tested after a man I had been 
dating got sick and, soon after that, died. 
The first time was definitely the most diffi­
cult. Still, after 10 years and approximately 
15 tests, it hasn’t gotten much easier.

Part of the difficulty comes from factors 
outside anyone's control. The two-week 
waiting period has always been one of the 
hardest parts for me. For two weeks. I find 
that I have difficulty sleeping, and I replay 
sexual experiences in my mind.

On top of the wait period, there’s the coun 
seling you must go through to get the test. I 
have been tested at two places and the 
process is basically the same at both places.

The first time, I got tested at a local gay 
center, and I had no idea what to expect. The 
counselor started asking me about specific sexual 
practices, and I was caught completely off-guard. 
1 had been raised in a culture where you didn't 
talk about sex. Now I had to reveal my sexual 
activities to a complete stranger. It was uncom­
fortable, to say the least.

I was also made uncomfortable by the coun­
selor’s attitude. I later found out from someone 
who worked at the center that this man thought it 
was his duty to scare gay men out of having sex at 

all. According to my friend, the counselor believed 
that if everyone would stop having sex for a short 
while, the epidemic would kill itself off.

That was 10 years ago, and we didn't know as 
much as we do now about HIV. This man insisted 
that even mutual masturbation was unsafe 
because a cut on the hand or on the body could 
cause someone to become infected.

Even though I had read a good deal about AIDS, 
I was not prepared to challenge this man's asser­

tion. After all. I had been taught to respect 
authority figures, and this man was a trained 
counselor. I left the center terrified.

With each testing following that first one, I have 
had a similar experience. The counselors, in my 
opinion, often tried to scare me away from sex. 
One insisted that 65 percent of all new cases are 
caused by unprotected oral sex.

When I went back to get my results, I had the 
same counselor. I confronted him with research 

I'd done that contradicted his statistics. He imme­
diately began backtracking — he’d only meant 
that 65 percent of the cases that he has seen, not 
65 percent of all cases.

Because I felt that every counselor I had talked 
with over the 10 years was judgmental about my 
sexual activities and was- trying to frighten me, I 
promised myself I wouldn’t never go back for 
another test. I didn't keep that promise because 1 
decided that I owed it to myself and any future 

partners to find out about my status.
My most recent test was a pleasant sur­

prise. My counselor was a man named 
Paul Singh. He was completely non-judg­
mental. He asked the same questions 
about sexual practices, but I did not per­
ceive any condemnation on his part. He 
did go over the risk factors involved in 
unprotected oral sex. and we discussed it 
in a matter of fact manner. Instead of try­
ing to scare me, he seemed concerned 
that I know the facts.

Many might believe it is the counselor’s 
responsibility to frighten us about the 
dangers of contracting HIV, but I think 
anyone with any sense at all is already 
scared enough about that possibility. If 
we want people to be tested, we can’t 
make the test any more horrifying than it 
already is.

Finally, after 10 years, 1 dealt with a 
counselor who made the experience bearable, and 
now, we all have to worry that the Centers for 
Disease Control wants to require that the govern­
ment be provided a list of names of all those test­
ing positive.

How can we encourage people to be tested if we 
make the test even more scary than it already is?

Randy Fair is an Atlanta school teacher and for 
mer chair oj the Atlanta chapter of the Gay Lesbian 
and Straight Educators Network.

Too many HIV testing counselors feel it 

their duty to scare gay men away from 

having sex at all. One insisted that 65 

percent of all new cases are caused by 

unprotected oral sex. When I later 

confronted him with research to 

the contrary, he backtracked.
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To advertise in the Classifieds call (713)529-8490 or (800)729-8490 if not in Houston. Our office hours are 9:00 am-5:30 pm Monday through Friday. Classified deadline is Monday at noon for 
the following Friday publication. Most major credit cards and personal checks accepted. Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Announcements
AUDITION NOTICE 

The Little Room Downstairs Theatre 
My Night with Reg, by Kevin Elyot 

Auditions will be on September 13th., 7:30 
p.m. at the theater, 2326 Bissonnet, between 
Greenbriar and Kirby. Performance dates will 
be November 6-21. Rehearsals will begin in 
late September. The director, Andrew 
Dawson, is looking for 6 men, ages 18-45. 
Auditions will be cold readings from the script. 
Please bring head shot and resume.

The Gay & Lesbian Switchboard of 
Houston will be conducting training for new 
phone staff volunteers on the following date. 
October 2-4,1998. The GLSH is a non-prof­
it, information and referral service, events and 
matters of interest to and about the Gay and 
Lesbian community in the Houston area. The 
Hate Crimes/lncidents Hotline is also main­
tained by the GLSH. To volunteer or for 
more information please call 713.529.3211 
or leave message at 713.529.9615.

The PWA Coalition 
desperately needs the following items: 
Dishes, Silverware, Pots/Pans, Sheets, 
Towels, Dressers, Dinettes, Coffee Tables, 
Sofas, Love seats and Small Appliances. 
We are available for pick-ups. Call Wilson 
or Kerry at 713.522.5428. Thank you!

Rainbow Ranglers Dance Club 
Rainbow Ranglers Dance Club is pleased to 
announce the start of intermediate country 
western dance lessons, every Thursday at 
8:00 PM at the Brazos River Bottom Club, 
2400 Brazos. The one-hour weekly class win 
feature pattern work in two step, waltz, shuffle, 
and swing, and will be taught by top country 
western dance professionals and competitors. 
No partners are required. Rainbow Ranglers 
continues to offer beginning country western 
dance every Thursday at 9:00 PM at the BRB. 
In addition, the Rainbow Ranglers Performing 
Dance Team is seeking new members. 
Auditions will be at 8:00 PM every Wednesday 
in September. Costs include costume, and 
share of coaching and choreography fees. 
Contact (for further information) 713.880.0670.

The Glassed School of Art 
"FREE ART CLASSES”

FREE Art Classes for those with HIV/AIDS 
are starting up again. Patrick Palmer, in his 
eighth year of offering art instruction is con­
tinuing with three projects this fall; ceramics 
(hand building), printmaking (greeting 
cards), and photography (35mm).
Through the support of the Museum of Fine 
Art’s educational branch, the Glassell School 
of Art, our Fall schedule is truly going to be 
exciting. We are offering classes where 
everything is free, we even provide lunch! 
We meet every Friday (1:00-4:00), from 
September 11th. through December 18th. at 
the Glassell School of Art, 5101 Montrose 
Blvd., in room 202. Classes are for all levels, 
especially beginners, but space is limited. 
For more information call 713.639.7500 or 
Patrick Palmer 713.526.1118.

Auto Repairs

TAR STREET
Auto Repair & Service

526-3723
1411 Taft Houston .Texas 77019

TNf llftf PtACf inc

• Alignment
• Brakes

Cooper
^TIRES^

1307 Fairview
(3 blocks west of Montrose)

71 3-529-1414

Entertainment
VIDEO ACE

FREE MEMBERSHIPS • NO DEPOSITS 
Your S. Houston, Pasadena, Hobby area 
full service video rental/sales destination.

We carry all ratings. G through X.

Exit Gulf Freeway @ Airport/College

k Buy 1 Adult Video *

Get 1 Free!
3rd Adult Video

50% Off!

then East 2 miles. 10:00 am -11:00 pm Daily

1418G Spencer @ Allen Genoa. 
713-910-0220

Cleaning Service
HATE HOUSEWORK

“Let Lavelle"
713.529.0228

Help Wanted
PROGRAM DIRECTOR, degreed profes­
sional, managing gay and lesbian youth 
program, coordinating volunteer facilita­
tors, initiating and coordinating out- 
reach/speaking engagements with 
schools and community, performing crisis 
management, and office administration. 
Send resume with salary requirements to 
H.A.T.C.H., c/o Program Director, PO Box 
667053, Houston, TX 77266:7053. 
Deadline is October 10, 1998.

Needing Full-time Tanning Associate • 
11a.m. - 8p.m. Monday - Friday • Hourly 
plus Commission • Very pleasant sur­
roundings • Established company • Sales 
and computer experience helpful • Please 
call Erwin 713.522.2100 for an appoint­
ment or fax resume to 713.522.4329.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE position for 
a Houston-based private foundation. 
Responsibilities include make-ready of 
vacated commercial and residential 
spaces, minor plumbing repairs, ground 
maintenance, minor electrical repairs, A/C 
maintenance, supplies inventory and 
improvements as approved by the 
Foundation. Experience in property main­
tenance preferred. Call 713.523.6900 or 
fax resume to 713.520.6300.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR position for a 
Houston based private Foundation. 
Responsibilities include commercial and 
residential property management, coordi­
nation of grant process, supervision of a 
conference center, and general financial 
operations of the Foundation. Experience 
in property management and public rela­
tions within the Lesbian and Gay commu­
nities preferred, but all resumes accepted. 
For inquiries call 713.523.6902. Send 

resumes to the Hollyfield Foundation, 
PO Box 66722, Houston, TX 77266- 
6722.

FOUR STAR HAIR PRODUCTIONS 
NOW HIRING HAIRSTYLIST 

713.524.7785

Charlie's Restaurant is hiring wait staff, 
kitchen & busboys. Must be neat in 
appearance and friendly. Apply in per­
son @ 1100 Westheimer on Wed.- 
Thurs.-Fri., 3:00 - 5:00 PM. See 
Marlene or Kody. No phone calls, 
please.

PERSONAL TRAINER: Seeking 
individual with an outgoing, friendly 
personality. • We will train • 
Experience preferred, but not neces­
sary • Part-time and Full-time posi­
tions available • Come by in person 
to apply, 4040 Milam @ W. Main • 
713.524.9932.

General Labor: 713.942.8600

Project CAESAR is Hiring !!!
Project CAESAR, the Gay Men’s 
Health Initiative at AIDS Foundation 
Houston, is looking for a P/T 
Outreach Educator to help educate 
Houston's gay and bisexual commu­
nity through street outreach, work­
shop facilitation and recruitment, etc. 
Bilingual a plus, and minorities are 
encouraged to apply. Experience in 
HIV/AIDS education preferred, but 
not necessary. TDH grant funded 
positions, up to 25 hours per week. 
Great job for a student! Fax or mail 
resumes to the following: Director of 
Education, AIDS Foundation 
Houston, Inc., 3202 Weslayan 
Annex, Houston, TX 77027 or fax to: 
713.623.4029 (No phone calls, 
please. AIDS Foundation Houston is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.)

Help Wanted 
Bars aCinHs
CLUB HOUSTON is now hiring mainte­
nance and all other positions Apply 
in person, 2205 Fannin. Mon.-Fri. 
10:00am-Noon. No phone calls, please.

Mary’s naturally is accepting applications 
for part-time maintenance. Apply Tues. - 
Thurs., 9am - 2pm, see Walter or Gaye.

Houston s top gay nightclubs are now 
accepting applications for management 
trainees, bartenders, door and floor staff. 
Offering Houston's best benefits package, 
including group health insurance. JR's 
BAR & GRILL and THE MONTROSE 
MINING CO. are looking for honest, self­
motivated and customer service oriented 
individuals who want to join a winning 
team. Apply Mon thur Fri between 1pm 
and 5pm at JR’s, 808 Pacific. A recent 
photo is required. No phone calls please 

Nighthawks is now accepting applica­
tions at 2923 Main. Best time is 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday after­
noons.

Brazos River Bottom is now accepting 
applications for a full-time Country 
Western DJ. Apply in person Mon-Sat, 
8:00am-1:00pm. .

Help Wanted! Houston-Join the friendly 
staff at Montrose’s favorite men’s dance 
bar: Pacific Street! Applications now 
being accepted for Bartenders, Door & 
Floor positions. Recent photo required. 
Apply Mondays & Fridays, Noon - 4pm. 
No Phone Inquires, Please.

items For Sale
Hand-carved Chinese couch and two 
chairs marble back and bottom • Glass 
top, hand-carved coffee table surround­
ed by benches • Electric lawnmower • 
Ladder • Washer/Dryer • 713.522.2100.

Licensed Massage
PAUL RUTLEDGE 

7 Days & Flexible Hours 
RMT #012781 
713.592.0444

Z/Z z 
o

Your Body Friend
Roland Nicolaides 

713-942 2399
Weekdays. Weekends & Evenings 

Central Location Gift Certificates

Indulge Your Mind, Body & Soul 
With a stimulating and relaxing 

Body Massage at 
PEGASUS BODYWORKS 
Private and Professional 

Hotel - In/Out Calls Available 
Frank G., RMT #76986. 

713.525.0542

What A Difference 
A Massage Makes! 
Louis (MT 010270) 

713.529.8808 
cell 281.660.8702

Moving Service
American Movers 

Celebrating our 14th Year 
Experienced • Trusted • Insured 

Call Frank 
713.522.1717 

1.800.522.2670

RAINBOW MOVING COMPANY 
“Tender Loving Care" 

Insured 713.942.2507

Chuck French's Moving Service 
20 Years Master Craftsman 

713.861.1212

Pets
Adopt a “Pre-spoiled" Dog from 

TWYLA’S FRIEND’S 
pictures at www.twyla.org 

281.319.1488

Products

Jfancfmade
VODKA

Crafteti in an OL1 Jothutrud PutittU 
fy Tenos' Jirst A Dutdleiy 
.Curtin, Texas

HAIR LOSS PILL 
PROPECIA 
Available imported without 

prescription! Authentic, 

affordable, CODs, Additional 

meds available. Details:

Clinical, Box 633085, 

San Diego, CA 92163
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Professional 
Services

Affordable
Dental Plan

281 -454-5300
Covers dental, vision and prescriptions 

$9 month / single 
$15 month / entire household

"All types of electrical 

work done
Licensed
Satisfaction Guaranteed |

281-222-3025
281-484-3025

JR’s Electric Service

PSYCHIC CONSULTATION

e
 ONE-ON-ONE 

24 HRS ADAV 
1-900-370-3399 

EXT. 9850
$3.99 PER MIN 18YRS+ 
(SERVU-619-645-8434)REAL ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS

Cremation $430.00
Burials with Metal Casket $995.00 

Traditional Funeral with Metal Casket $1,795.00 

“Serving all Faiths with Compassionate Care"

7901 Hillcroft • Houston, Texas 77081 
(713)271-7250

Claire Brothers 
Funeral Home

MAC FIRST All) 
+ COMPUTER SERVICES +

Specializing in Apple Computers

• Repairs/ Upgrades
• Software Consulting
• Very Reasonable Rates
• On-site Service at No Extra 

Charge or Free Pick-up and 
Delivery (within limited area)

Proudly Serving the Community 

(281)537-2842

90 1 No Coverage Limits 
No Waiting Period 

No Deductible

(J •Family' Friendly

Real Estate For Rent
SIZE MATTERS • Huge 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments. • Enormous closets • When 
you walk in, you’ll say, this can’t be real. • 
Montrose/Museum area • From $615.00 
per month • Call 713.524.2271 or 
713.899.8105._____________________

Traditional MONTROSE Duplex 
2/1 Apartment • Retaining funky original 
‘Orchid’ tile * Hardwoods • Fireplace •

Dining Room • Off street parking • Shared 
washer & dryer • Downstairs • Nice area 
near Brazil • References • $895.00 • 
713.529.0961.

ALL BILLS PAID
3 Large, 1 Bedroom - 1 Bath • Westbury 
Square Condominiums, 11540 Chimney 
Rock/West Belfort. 281.444.7176 - Agent.

AIDS Emergency Housing - Montrose 
Bed Space available at TLC House for 
HIV infected males. Weekly rental, no 
deposit, bill paid, free laundry/phone. No 
drugs/alcohol - Social Service vouchers 
welcome! AIDS Housing Coalition 
Houston. 713.521.1613.

Roommates
GWM seeks male roommate to share 3 
bedroom Montrose patio home. 
Unfurnished room, security, garage, for 
300.00 Month (all bills paid). Must be 
dependable, honest, non-smoker pre­
ferred and no pets. Call Jim at 
713.528.5331 after 6:00p.m.

To share 3/2 Southwest home, male pre­
ferred, private bath, $250.00 deposit & 
$275.00 Month plus 1/2 utilities. Leave 
message 281.879.8573.

Travel
www.LambdaResorts.com

Exciting new web site lists over 1,800 gay- 
owned & gay-friendly lodging accommoda­
tions throughout the USA. Features include 
free access, search capabilities, weather 
information, maps and links to travel services.

When if comes to
I Gay Travel in the U.S. I 
। and abroad... ।

All you need is
• WWW. •

। freedomguides । 
.com

(or call 800-355-4565)

■
 vacation guides for your ■ 

freedom of choice
gay owned and operated

ACAPULCO ‘LAS PALMAS' RESORT 
Mexico’s Premier Clothing Optional 
Paradise • Pool, bar, restaurant, escorts • 
For brochure call: Telephone, 
011.52.74(87.08.43) or Fax, 
001.52.74(87.12.82) • Internet: 
www.acapulco-laspalmas • Email: bob- 
byjoe@acapulco-laspalmas.com

Wanted To Ruv
Fast CASH - Highest Price Paid. • We buy 
antiques, estates, furniture, collectibles, 
jewelry, etc... • Pick-up Available • 
281.391.7515 or pager 713.994.5986.

Websites
http://homepage.earthlink.net/~mslhouston

www.the/clubs.com

www.pacificstreet.com

www.confidentialconnection.com

http://www.playgirlmag.com/free

Leath4ev@swbell.net

email: marysbar@aol.com

www.titos-vodka.com

HOUSTON your web hosts have landed!

Web site hosting 
Logo design 
Graphicdesign

Web site design 
Database integration 
Online catalogs

O 
IP 
U) 
oi

m 
d 
o 
tn

ID 
O 
m 
fli 
co

fU 
in

Labnet com

1213 Hermann Dr., Suite 430 • 713-520-0653

Major Credit Cards Accepted 
Personal checks Accepted 
Insurance with Qualification 

Medicare

Crad Duren, M.D
Internal medical practice offering discreet 

confidental care to the community, including 

HIV/AIDS diagnostics & therapeutics 

Healthcare from the Heart 
Anonymous Testing and Counseling

only $19.95*
per monthPocketalk

S10I

No calling back, 
no hassles

Premier 
PAGING & WIRELESS

Hear, store and retrieve messages in the caller’s own 

voice. Right in the palm of you hand.

• Fits in your pocket

• Guaranteed message 
delivery

Get the message.
Get Pocketalk.

281-575-8500
€ 1996 CONXUS Cowwrowns Al ’'Vs fEsewC 
him*. ■* a rivotnii tradtnwi ol CIMX1.*$ -M- Mowaa vr ■«9ntw»il I'.WMrb Mjlorjla he
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PRODUCED BY MAGICWORKS ENTERTAINMENTVISIT WWWJANET-JACKSON.COM

CONCERTS TAKE PLACE RAIN OR SHINE www.woodlandscenter.org
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HounoiHouston Chronicle

Bank 
lljj United

f' । Preffered
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i; available to
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I. —9 members.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept. 16
New Heights Theatre opens its sea­

son with a revival of Mart Crowley’s 
“The Boys in the Band," the first criti­
cally and commercially successful play 
in America to deal openly with issues 
critical to gays and lesbians. The work, 
initially performed off-Broadway in 
1968, is a darkly comic tale of the lives 
of nine men, eight of them gay and one 
straight and homophobic, who gather to 
celebrate the birthday of one of their 
own. The Sept. 16 opening benefits 
Bering and Friends, an AIDS support 
group. New Heights Theatre, 339 W. 
19th St. Tickets are $15, 713-869-8927. 
Through Oct. 24.

Oct. 10
In the first of three subspace shows 

curated by the Gay and Lesbian 
Committee of the DiverseWorks Artist 
Board, “full frontal, exhibited, hung" 
will attempt to bring a genre of queer art 
out of the closet. As gays and lesbians 
try to debunk the myth that sex is all 
we're about, the committee confronts 
the issue of keeping sex in the bedroom 
and lets the viewer decide whether to 
look. Artists include Houstonian Ray 
Ogar and Elizabeth Zhe of Austin. An 
opening reception is Oct. 9. 
DiverseWorks, 1117 East Freeway (off 
North Main at Naylor). Admission is 
free, 713-223-8346. Through Oct. 31.

Ongoing
Mae West’s “Sex” continues at the 

Little Room Downstairs, part of the 
fourth season at the 50-seat venue. The 
1926 production features local person­
ality Kelly Lauren. Little Room 
Downstairs, 2326 Bissonet (between 
Greenbriar and Kirby). Tickets are $15, 
713-523-0791. Through Sept. 26.

The account of controversial Black 
Panther leader, Huey Newton, ends on 
Sept. 13 with “A Huey P. Newton Story." 
The dramatic solo performance is by 
Roger Guenveur Smith and the work has 
garnered several awards. Smith is familiar 
to audiences tor roles in television shows 
such as “New York Undercover" and “All 
My Children," and Spike Lee's “Get On 
The Bus." A panel discussion with some of 
the area’s civil rights leaders follows each 
performance. DiverseWorks, 1117 East 
Freeway (off North Main at Naylor). 
Tickets are $25, 713-520-0055.

The coming out comedy of Del Shores, 
“Sordid Lives," is a tale of small-town 
Texas life. The theme of unconditional 
love, acceptance and corning out, along 
with wicked comedy, struck a nerve with 
mainstream and gay audiences in Fort 
Worth and Los Angeles. Paradox Theatre, 
3722 Washington Ave. Tickets are $17, 
call 713-522-2204. Through Sept. 27.

Hoping for an emotional, rather than 
historical, reality, the Alley Theatre's 
Broadway-bound “Civil War” contin­
ues to provide a musical a look at the 
war. The work includes the stories of 
the anonymous faces of the war, as well 
as significant players, such as a power­
ful speech by ex-slave and freedom 
fighter Frederick Douglas. The produc­
tion opens on Broadway in April 1999. 
Alley Theatre, 615 Texas. Tickets to 
$46, 713-228-8421. Through Oct. 11.

"Ray Hill, The Prison Years,” the 
story of the native Houstonian turned 
activist, talk show host and general rab­
ble rouser, has changed venues. The 
play features Hill reminiscing about his 
prison life, the “system," being gay and 
his run-ins -with city police. 
Performances are on Wednesdays at 
7:30 p.m. Actors Workshop of Houston, 
1009 Chartres. Tickets up to $10, 713- 
236-1844.

INTERVIEW: ANDREW TOBIAS

1 he author

coming-out story 
says in the sequel 
that he turned out 
just fine, thank you 
very much.

A GUIDE FOR YOUR LEISURE TIME

by CHRIS CRAIN
The Best Little Boy In The World has 

a confession to make.
H’s been five years since Andrew 

Tobias, the best-selling financial author 
and creator of "Andrew Tobias’ 
Managing Your Money” personal 
finance software, acknowledged pub­
licly that he is “John Reid," author of 
the 1973 classic coming-out story. ’The 
Best Little Boy in the World."

Now he’s ready to spill all.
In a sequel just released by Random 

House, he fesses up to a number of 
other "inaccuracies" from that famous 
first book. It turns out he attended 
Harvard, not Yale. His first job was with 
the National Student Marketing Corp., 
not IBM. Hardly earth-shattering stuff. 
But to The Best Little Boy in the World 

(TBLBITW), it’s important to be honest. 
Sometimes, setting the record straight 
(so to speak) proved particularly amus­
ing.

The "perverted dirty old man of 31." 
who in the first book sought out 
wrestling matches with hot male under­
grads turns out to be none other than 
Barney Frank, one of two openly gay 
representatives in Congress.

Sometimes, his "corrections" border 
on the bizarre. The original book tells 
how, as a boy. he went to summer 
camp at Maine’s Camp Wigwam (not 
Camp Winnepesaukee). That's not all. 
The first book left out that, when he 
went on a double-date with his camp 
counselor (and crush target), the young 
lady on the counselor’s arm was none 
other than Rita Mae Brown, author of 

the classic lesbian coming out story, 
“Rubyfruit Jungle." also released in 
1973.

But writing under his real name, and 
about his real friends, lovers and fami­
ly members, didn’t necessarily provide 
Tobias the freedom to tell-all in a more 
truthful fashion. In a rare telephone 
interview from his summer home on 
Fire Island. Tobias talked about that 
irony between his two “gay books.’ and 
about how TBLBITW grew up and 
turned out just fine, thank you very 
much.

“It’s true I’m not quite as candid as 1 
was in the first book." said Tobias. 51. 
who chronicles the 25-year gap 
between books in the sequel, aptly 
titled "The Best Little Boy in the World

See HAPPY/ page 7B
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BOOK REVIEW

A frozen corpse leads to intrigue in lesbian thriller
“Blue" by Abigail Padgett: 

Mysterious Press. 324 pages. $22.

by ELLA TYLER
Blue McCarron was either blessed or 

cursed when her godmother declared 
that the then 10-year-old was a new 
soul who should be encouraged to 
explore life without constraints in 
Abigail Padgett’s “Blue."

Otherwise, when her lover abandoned 
her without warning two years ago, she 
might not have moved into a half-built 
abandoned motel at the edge of the 
Borrego Desert and abandoned her 
teaching career to earn big bucks.

Blue has a doctorate in social psy­
chology and uses her research into pri­
mate behavior to explain all kinds of 
human behavior. The book about her 
research remains widely unread, but 
her ability to understand the shopping 
behavior of women has made her a suc­
cessful consultant.

Blue’s book does, however, bring her 
one client, who wants her to analyze his 
much older sister, ’Muffin’ Crandall, 
who has confessed to an odd crime. The 
61-one-year old widow claims that the 
body found thawing in her late hus­
band’s game locker is an intruder who 
she hit over the head with a paper­
weight and killed some five years ago. 
She wrapped him in freezer paper and 
stored it in the public freezer where it 
remained until a power failure.

Blue interviews the woman and is 
convinced she is not telling the truth. 
The story omits elements that a social 
psychologist expects. When a forensic 
psychiatrist is called in, she agrees that 
the woman is lying and attempting to 
act mentally ill. Neither can explain why 
a woman would lie to stay in jail, espe­
cially when they learn she is terminally 
ill. She must be protecting someone, 
but who? All of Muffin s friends seem to 
be sweet little old ladies like her.

When Muffin is poisoned, the situation 
becomes even more confusing. The dead

man was a 
small-time 
hood — a 
delta male in 
social psychol­
ogist terms — 
and not a loss 
to anyone. 
Why would 
someone risk 
carrying out a 
murder in a 
women's 
prison to 
avenge him?

Then one of Muffin's good friends is 
murdered, too. and Blue appears to be 
in danger.

All of a sudden. Blue’s lonely and 
uneventful life begins to change. She 
becomes interested in the psychiatrist, 
but she agrees to be a partner only in 
crime solving. She works for the prison 
system, so her help will be valuable, but 
an attractive older lesbian is now pur­
suing Blue. With possibilities for new 
relationships. Blue decides it is time to 
find out what really happened to her ex­
lover. While she’s at it. she decides to 
try to locate a girl who disappeared from 
the juvenile jail where Blue teaches. 
With the help of prison records and a 
computer hacker. Blue discovers tenu­
ous but suggestive links between the 
older women, the ex and the girl .

Blue finally agrees to her friends’ 
demands that she leave town for safety 
and agrees to her father’s pleas that she 
attend her brother's wedding. He is in 
prison and they have been estranged. 
However, he explains the motive for 
Muffin's murder.

When Blue returns home, Tfiere is a 

dramatic climax in the desert.
This is a woman’s book, a feminist fan­

tasy. None of the characters, especially 
the older women, are what you would 
expect. At first, this is distracting, but 
each character, and each character trait, 
has its place in this tightly woven plot.

What your neighbors are reading...
| The Best Little Boy in the 

World Grows Up
by Andrew Tobias (Random House, $23.95)

| The Best Little Boy in the 
World Grows Up
by Andrew Tobias (Random House, $23.95)

2 Window Garden 
by Janet McClellan (Naiad, $11.95)

2 Husband Hunting Made Easy 
by Patrick Price (St. Martin's, $12.95)

3 Past Due
by Oare McNd) (Naiad, $11.95)

3 Bad Boys on Video
by Mickey Skee (Companion Press, $12.95)

4 The Same Embrace
by Michael Lowenthal (Dutton, $23.95)

4 Straight?
edited by Jack Hart (Alyson, $11.95)

5 The Brewer Twins: Double Take 
by Paul West/Jason Losser (Universe, $17.95)

5 Little Joe Superstar
by Michael Ferguson (Companion Press, $18.95)

6 Plain and Normal
by James Wilcox (Little Brown, $24)

8 Stephen Sondheim: A Life 
by Meryle Secrest (Knopf, $30)

7 The Pleasure Principle 
by Michael Bronski (St. Martin's, $24.94)

7 California Screaming
by Doug Guinan (Simon & Schuster, $24)

8 Why Christianity Must Change 
by John Spong (Harper Collins, $24)

8 Are You Nuts?
by Mark Richard Zubro (St. Martin's, $21.95)

9 Arrow's Flight
by Mark Medis (St. Martin's, $24.95))

9 Desmond
by Ulysses Diets (Alyson, $13.95)

10 Gay Metropolis
by Charles Kaiser (Harcourt Bruce, $14)

Crossroads Market
BOOKSTORE & _C A FE

Crossroads Market, 
Bookstore & Cafe

1111 Westheimer Road
713-942-0147

10 Life Outside 
by Michael Signorile (Harper, $15)

LOBO
Booluhop and Cafe

Lobo Bookshop and Cafe 
3939 S. Montrose Blvd. 

713-522-5156

'Blue' 
author to 
visit 
Houston

Abigail Padgett, author of “Blue" will 
be at Murder by the Book. 2342 
Bissonnet, on Sept. 18 at 5:30 p.m. to 
discuss and sign her book. Padgett 
now lives in San Diego. Calif., but lived 
in Houston from 1980 to 1982. She 
worked as director of the local 
American Civil Liberties Union and 
was active in feminist causes here.

"Blue" is Padgett's sixth. published 
detective story, but her first featuring a 

lesbian character. It draws on her 
interests in feminism, folklore and 
desert preservation. Her earlier books 
(“Child of Silence” “The Dollmaker’s 
Daughter") form a popular and critical­
ly praised series featuring Bo Bradley, 
a manic depressive child protective 
services worker. Padgett has worked as 
a child care investigator and an advo­
cate for mentally ill people.

—Ella Tyler
Padgett
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by JOSEPH MOLINA

Sept. 11 — 17

Aries (MARCH 21 — APRIL 20)

Planetary influences lighten up and Aries is given room to breathe. Relax take a break 

and advantageously use this week to rejuvenate and prepare for the future. If you play 

your homosexual cards right, universal forces indicate wealth, a secure home, and for 

some, continuing education. Falling into a structure you will realize the ways in which 

your fantasies can be made into a reality.

Taurus (APRIL 21 — MAY 20)

Mercury and Venus combine efforts in a partnership destined to put you into a con­

templative mood. Cosmic influences make you aware of all the instability, stress and 

dissatisfactions surging through your life. As the transit of Saturn cycles through the 

sign of Taurus, you will begin to notice moods and circumstances such as these hap­

pening again and again. How you react to them and the motivation that you actively 

take advantage of will show you how well you are handling this planetary influence.

Gemini (MAY 21 — JUNE 21)

A crisis of identity will continue to occur in the life of Gemini. Finding your homosex­

ual self and knowing what you desire is what the universe asks you over the course of 

this week. Choices will be presented to you that will cause a serious mood. The life 

you have been living produces a lull and a search begins for more depth, meaning and 

growth.

Cancer (JUNE 22 — JULY 23)

If at first life throws you a bad hand of cards, stop and consider the possibilities. If over 

the last few weeks you have encountered difficulties and setbacks, consider circum­

stances out of your control occurring to force you to create constructive changes. This 

week, emotional issues will rise to the surface and matters dealing with your security 

will take center stage in your mind. Emotional defeats could bring about some form of 

separation. From rocky waters you are on your way to solid ground. It is always dark­

est before the dawn even if only in your own homosexual mind.

Leo 4 (JULY 24 — AUG. 23)

As Mars continues to accent your assertive side, most of the heaviness and stress that 

you have felt lifts and the real you begins to shine. But you must be careful that you 

do not get involved with attitude queens and manipulators. You have a new beginning 

in your gay life and now you should do something with it. To sit and think negatively 

would only limit your life and hold you back form opportunities of love, a comfortable 

home and spiritual fulfillment.

Virgo (AUG. 24 — SEPT. 23)

Happy birthday Virgo. To prepare for the coming year, the universe encourages some 
personal evaluation. You will have conquest and victory in the coming year. As Venus 

and Mercury combine efforts, your state of mind is the key to mastering the next 12 

months. A part of you is ending and a new homosexual you is coming out of the 

cocoon. Keep track of your spending, and rely on no one as you make your way 
through the next year.

Libra (SEPT. 24 — OCT. 23)

As the sun moves closer and closer to your birthday cycle, an emotional mood mani­

fests as a wall in front of you. Sobering truths awaken you to cutting ties and setting 

free limiting relationships. Rushing into things will only bring about dissatisfaction and 

unwanted news. You would be better to take things one step at a time and give all 

things the appropriate amount of attention or you run the danger slowing your homo­

sexual evolution.

Scorpio (OCT. 24 — NOV. 22) •

So close to your birthday you should prepare by setting your life in order. Balance your 

checkbook, evaluate your routines and notice what has gotten out of harmony. Your 

body could begin reacting to the season change and you could begin noticing your 

allergies. As part of a positive week, I encourage reading, spending time under the 

sun, and getting in some healthy exercise.

Sagittarius (NOV. 23 — DEC. 22)

Mercury and Venus present opportunities to further your homosexual life and achieve 

your goals. Think about what it means to be alone and to work toward a sense of 

achievement. Downsizing your life, I see you releasing opposition and limiting atti­

tudes. It should be easier to make decisions and set a focus into your life. It's all about 

you Sagittarius and your goals should be based from this attitude.

Capricorn (DEC. 23 — JAN. 20)

Astrologically. the universe puts you in a positive position. What you do want to 

achieve? What can you see yourself doing in the future? Opportunities will present 

themselves that could lead to the manifestations of your goals. Is it a new job that is 

before you or is it a successful trip? Universally you are in a space in which you should 

create, create and create. This week you will notice your life furthering and you mov­

ing closer to goals.

Aquarius (JAN. 21 — FEB. 19)

Mars' influence acts as a catapult to thrust you closer and closer towards homosexu­

al your goals. This week you should notice major change flowing through your life. 

Movement in all the areas where movement has been desired or the weeding away of 

the desire will occur. New career opportunities could present themselves or simply 

new avenues to express yourself. Look for inspirations showing you a means to an 

end.

Pisces (FEB. 20 — MARCH 20)

As the sun continues to challenge you. look at how you are displaying a solid sense of 

responsibility and how you wish to draw changes into your homosexual life. 

Motivational influences encourage you to do some solid evaluation of your career and 
your life. You must set down the law for the future and create a solid routine and stick 

with it. Making the choice to do something with your time and energy could be the 

key to your success or failure. For the moment you are in an opportune space. What 

you do or do not do with it holds the guarantee for your future

Joseph Molina, a practicing psychic for over IS years, can be reached at 713-524-4411. 

Check out his web site at Astralwind.com or e-mail him at Joemo@swbell net
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DOWNSTAIRS

THEATER

CHARGE BY PHONE 713.523.07S1
VISA • MASTERCARD • AMERICAN EXPRESS • DISCOVER 

^3^0 BISSONNET 
(BETWEEN GREENBRIAR & KIRBY)

Who Said 
Doctors No 

Longer Make 
House Calls?

BUSY PROFESSIONAL
Mid-thirties, intelligent, trim and suc­
cessful. Interests include culture, fit­
ness, movies, gourmet food and 
travel seeks meaningful relationship. 
®0123

Has your love life been diagnosed as terminal?

Well, we’ve got the cure. Beginning this May, 
Houston Voice personals will have a whole new 
look, new features and plenty of single people 
waiting to meet you.

So take your medicine, call 1-800-985-4666 
and place your FREE personal ad today!

C199B The IPI Gro<4>

Houston Voice
Connections
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I COMMON T Y CALENDAR

Friday, Sept. 11
• Free HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic at 
E/J’s 6-10 pm and at the Midtowne Spa 10 
pm to 1 am. Inergy at 8:30 pm to midnight.
•HATCH meets. 713-942-7002.
• Houston Tennis Club meets at 7:30 pm. 
713-864-8468
• Aftercare Group Treatment at Montrose 
Counseling Center. 6pm. 713-529-0037.
• Frost Eye Clinic: Free eye exams for HIV+ 
people. 713-830-3000
• Lesbian Avengers meet at Toopee's, 1830 W. 
Alabama @ 7pm.
• Q-Patrol Meets to walk the streets at 8:45 
pm. 713-528-SAFE.
• Kolbe Projects' Park Plaza Hospital 
Visitation. 713-861-1800.
• Positive Art Workshop l-4pm. Patrick 
Painter at 713-526-1118.
• Lesbian and Gay Voices on KPFT 7pm 713- 
526-5738.
• Gulf Coast Transgender Community meets.

731-780-GCTC.

Saturday, Sept. 12
• Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic at 
Brick's II 4 to 8 pm and the 611 Hyde Park Pub 
8 pm to midnight. Toyz 8:30 pm to midnight.
• AIDS Housing Coalition Houston: FYI 713- 
521-1613.
• After Hours on KPFT 12am to Sam. 90.1 
FM. 713-526-5738.
• Q-Patrol meets to walk the streets at 
8:45pm. 713-528-SAFE.
•Visual Art Alliance meets at 10am 281-583-8408.
• Rainbow Fishing Club meets. 713-526-7070.
• The Movie Club meets. 281-835-5312.

Sunday, Sept. 13
• The Women s Group meets 10:45am. 713- 
529-8571.
• HATCH meets. 713- 942-7002.
• Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club 
meets.713-802-0165
• Rainbow Riders: A bicycle club for women.

713-869-1686.
• FrontRunners meet at 9:00 am 713-522-8021.
• Lone Star Volleyball plays. 281-878-4629.
• Houston Tennis Club meets at 10:30 am. 
713-864-8468.

Monday, Sept. 14
• Gay Fathers/Fathers First support group. 
8pm. 713-861-6181.
• Calendar/Computer workshop for Pride 
Week. 7pm. 713-529-1223.
• Outpatient Group Treatment at Montrose 
Counseling Center. 6pm. 713-529-0037.
• Men Survivors of Sexual Abuse Group at 
Montrose Counseling Center. 6:15pm. 713- 
529-0037.
• Gay Men Suvivors of Domestic Violence sup­
port group meets. 713-526-1017.
• Bering Support Network-Grief and Divorce 
Groups meets at 7 pm. 713-526-1017.
• Frost Eye Clinic: Free eye exams for HIV+ 
people. 713-830-3000.
• AIDS Caregiver's Support Group meets at

6pm. 713-732-4300.
• AVES sponsored free HIV testing from 1pm 
to 6:15 pm 713-626-2837.
• Houston Area Women s Center's Volunteer 
training. 713-528-6798X272.
• Free Yoga Classes at 7 pm 713-965-9642.
• Free HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic: 
Mary's 9 am to 1 pm; and Cousin s 8:30 pm 
to midnight.
• Kolbe Project's Park Plaza Visitation: 713- 
861-1800.
• AIDS Foundation Houston offers free cre­
ative writing class. 3:00 pm. 713-623-6796.
• FrontRunners meets at 6:30 pm. 713-522-8021.
• TV Montrose airs on Warner Cable Channel 
54 at 8 pm. 713-523-6302

Tuesday, Sept. 15
• Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous meets 
at 239 Westheimer. 7pm. 713-495-8009.
• Gay Men HIV+ Psychotherapy at Montrose 
Counseling Center. 4:30pm. 713-529-0037.

Continued on page 5B
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THE NEW

BARN
TUESDAY, SEPT. 15 

7:00 - 9:00pm
soi'ihf rx coiATRv Teaching Country & 
haoauItLoan Western Dancing

$2 CUERVO SHOTS

8:00pm

SHUFFLED 0 ARD 
TOURNAMENT

Come play and win a spot on the “New Barn” 
Shuffleboard team amd get ready to “Kick 

some butt.” Darlene... is your team ready for 
a little “friendly competition”?

Fri., &Sat. • 9pm
The coolest DJ Chick in Houston

BRIDGET? TUCKER
AN AU PEOPLES BAR

7 DCDICATeO TO 
---------------------S COMMUNITV UNITV.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 11 -9PM
SUSAN MASAR

THE BLUES!
SATURDAY, SEPT. 12 • 9PM 

“Lee Love Family Reunion” 
benefiting Montrose Clinic Women’s Program

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 16 • 9PM 
Join in the fun with 

Shiela Lennon’s 
Karaoke Night

1100 Westheimer • Houston • 523-7217



CALENDAR

Continued from page 4B
• Youth-Rap at 6:30pm. 713-822-8511.
• Aftercare Group Treatment at Montrose 
Counseling Center. 6pm. 713-529-0037
• AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area meets at 7pm. 
713-488-4492.
• Empowerment for Living meets for pot luck. 
713-861-9149.
• PROTECT: an HIV negative support group 
meets at 7pm. 713-526-1017.
• Free HIV testing by Montrose Clinic Club 
Body Center and Mela's 8pm to Midnight.
• Women Survivors of Childhood Abuse at 
Montrose Counseling Center. 6:30pm. 713- 
529-0037.
• Kolbe Projects' Parka Plaza Visitation: 713- 
861-1800.
• Bering Support Network-Lunch. Bunch 
Gang meets at 11 am. 713-526-1017.
• HIV + Support group for men over 50 meets 
at 7:30 pm. 713-527-9106.
• Love. Lust, and Intimacy discussion group 
meets at 7 pm. 713-524-2374.
• TV Montrose airs on Warner Cable Channel 
54 at 8 pm. 713-523-6302.

Wednesday, Sent. 16
• Free HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic: 
Mary's 4-8pm; Chances 6 to 10 pm. 
Nighthawks 10 pm to midnight and the 
Ripcord 10 pm to 1 am.
• Frost Eye Clinic: Free eye exams to HIV+ 
people. 713-520-2000.
• Houston Pride Band practices at Dignity 
Houston. 713-524-0218.
• Houston Tennis Club meets at 7:30 pm. 
713-864-8468.
• GLOBAL (Gay. Lesbian & Bisexual Alliance at 
the U of H ) meets at 4:30pm . 713-791-1412.
• Women s Network at Montrose Counseling 
Center. 7pm. 713-529-0037.
• Ongoing Mixed Living in Process Group for 
men and women. 713-622-7250.
• Aftercare Group Treatment at Montrose 
Counseling Center. 6pm. 713-529-0037.
• HIV Survivor Support Group meets at 7pm. 
713-782-4050.
• Free Yoga classes at 7 pm. 713-965-9642.
• Bering Spiritial Support Group meets at 
6:45'pm. 7 3-526-1017.
• Women s Clinic at the Montrose Clinic. 5 to 
8pm. Call 713-830-3000.
•BiNet of Houston meets at 7pm. 713-861-9149.

• AVES offers free HIV testing from 1 to 6:15 
pm. 7 3-626-2837.
• Kolbe Project's Hospital Visitation: 713- 
861-1800.
• Houston Harpies Ice Hockey Team recruits. 
713-802-1248.
• Rainbow Ranglers at 8 pm at the BRB.
• Lambda Rollerskating Club skates at 8 pm. 
281-933-5818.
• Thomas Street Health Center Council meets 
at 2 pm. 713-902-2231.
‘ Healing and Happiness Through Wellness at 
7 pm. 713-623-6796.
‘ TV Montrose airs on Warner Cable Channel 
54 at 8 pm. 713-523-6302

Thursday, Sept. 17
• Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic at the 
BRB from 4 to 8 pm and QTs 8 pm to midnight. 
•Art Labs at The Art League at 1pm. 713-225-9411.
• Gay Men's Chorus of Houston open 
rehearsal at 7pm. 713-521-7464.
• Twentysomething meets at 7:30pm. 713- 
315-6786.
• Ongoing gay men's Living in Process 
Groups. 713-622-7250.
• HIV+ Men Psychotherapy at Montrose 
Counseling Center. 1:15pm. 713-529-0037.
• Relapse Prevention at Montrose Counseling 
Center. 2pm. 713-529-0037.
• Outpatient Group Treatment at Montrose 
Counseling Center. 6pm. 713-529-0037.
• Aftercare Group Treatment at Montrose 
Counseling Center. 6pm. 713-529-0037.
• Women's Therapy Group at Montrose 
Counseling Center. 5:30pm. 713-529-0037.
• Meditation and Chanting Group meets at 
7pm. 713-942-0923.
•HIV Affected M CASA. 7pm. 713-796-2272.
• HIV Survivor Support Group meets at 2929 
Unity Drive. 7pm. 713-782-4050.
• Center for the Healing of Racism. 7:30pm. 
713-738-RACE.
• Front Runners run at 6:30 pm. 713-522-8021.
• HIV Art Course Program; l-4pm. Patrick 
Palmer at 713-526-1118.
• HIV Prevention Community Planning Group 
meets at 9 am. 713-794-9251.
• Women's Clinic opens at the Montrose Clinic 
713-830-3000.
• HIV Prevention Community Planning Group 
meets at 8:00 a.m. 713-794-9251.
• Montrose Ice Picks skate at 8 pm. 713^329-1432.

☆ Noon til 7pm everyday ☆ 

All Well, Beer and Wine $2

FRL SEPT. 11 • 9PM
Bob Bouton 

presents 

"THE LOVE BOAT' 
benefiting

BERING DENTAL CARE

SAT. SEPT. 12 • 9PM

HOUSTON AREA 
REARS SOCIAL

has a spectacular 
view of the light 

show 6> fireworks!

SUN. SEPT. 13 • 8PM 
HCC presents 

THE "WHAT EVER" 
FUNDRAISER 

benefiting L.U.E.Y 

2923 Main 
Houston 

713-522-0000
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Doors open at 9pm

Saturday 
September 12th

Texas Aids Ride 
Benefit

T)oroth)u)

Mention that you are a friend of Dorothy, Glen or Roy and a 

portion of your cover charge will be donated to the Texas Aids 

Ride.

Starting on October 5th, Texas 
Aids Ride is a 7 Day, 575 Mile 
bicycle ride from Austin, 
through Houston to Dallas. 
Their goal is to raise 6 million 
dollars to benefit 44 AIDS ser­
vice providers across Texas.

Houston s lowest regular 

drink prices!

$1.25 well/ $1.75 beer

$1.25 Schnapps

for more information sec our Home Page:

www.PacificStreet.com

Thursday

Sexx

No cover with gym card

Friday 

Foreplay 
No Cover 7pm - 9pm

Sunday 

Overload

No Cover 7pm - 9pm

710 Pacific Street Houston. Tx. 713/523-0213.



OUT ON THE BAYOU

BOOK REVIEW

Growing up as zthe best little boy

There 
those

The Best Little Boy in the World." by 
Andrew Tobias: Random House. 250 
pages. $15.95: and “The Best Little 
Boy in the World Grows Up." Random 
House, 268 pages, $23.95.

then I was going to be the loneliest boy 
in the world. Tell one soul, and the 
shell is broken forever. No turning 
back." Tobias writes. For many years 
he remains determined to stay in the 
closet, to take the secret of his sexual­
ity to his grave.

When he finally divulges his secret 
to a friend, the reader is swept up the 
rush of what it means to confront life 
honestly for the first time. “I told him 
because after 11 years of silence I 
could stand loneliness no longer, I 
could stand pretending no longer. .. I 
told him because I felt the best years 
of my life were slipping away."

Through his earliest affairs and his 
eventual entry into gay society in 
Manhattan. Boston, Fire Island and 
Provincetown, Tobias comes to realize 
there's nothing to be ashamed of and that 
the best way to make something useful 
out of his life is to live honestly and open­
ly as a productive member of society.

by JERRY D. PARRA
Convinced that if heterosexuals 

could get a clear glimpse of gay life, 
they would realize it isn't shameful. 
Andrew Tobias, under the pseudonym 
John Reid, wrote “The Best Little Boy 
in the World" at age 26.

Some 25 years later, that work, along 
with its new sequel — "The Best Little 
Boy in the World Grows Up" — serve as 
an invaluable chronicle of American gay 
life in the past quarter century.

The first book, written in a time 
when AIDS was unheard of, when the 
majority of the public knew little 
about the daily workings of gay life, 
remains a compelling and undeniably 
candid autobiography of a man grap- 

The pills and the 
sweats and the 
lesions and well, 
it gets worse and 
worse." 
aren't 
kinds of details, 
but Tobias does 
recount some 
hauntingly 
memorial ser- beautiful 

vices.
As Tobias, a Harvard 

graduate, enters more 
important circles of influ­
ence, the name-dropping 
increases as do references 
to Barney Frank, the 
Clintons, Al Gore. David 
Geflen and a host of elite 
Harvard classmates. Not 
that these aren't enter­
taining, but most people 

(gay or straight) won't be

Tobias writes that in 1972, "to 
have used my real name would 
have required far more courage 
than 1 had." Now that there's no 
sense in keeping his identity 
secret, the narrative of the sequel 
has a greater sense of comfort 
and incorporates the use 
of many more real 
names and situations 
than the first book.

Also. Tobias didn't 
count on the first book 
being read and taken to 
heart by so many in the 
gay population. This new 
book addresses both the 
gay and straight audience 
and serves as a thank you 
note to those who have 
helped change the world and 
make it more accommodat­
ing for gays in the last 25 
years.
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pling with coming out.
"The Best Little Boy in the World" 

vividly captures the essence of homo­
sexual childhood and adolescence. 
Sure, certain references to movies like 
“The Boys in the Band" and places like 
Max’s Kansas City are dated, but the 
book still packs an emotional wallop. 
With incredible honesty. Tobias 
describes his New York and Ivy League 
backgrounds, ones full of silence and 
denial. He channels his sexual 
impulses into overachieving, first as a 
student and later as a professional.

“I wanted to open up; I just couldn't 
risk it. ... If I was going to be lonely.

Still, in 1972, Tobias wanted to protect 
his parents and those involved in his life 
and so he chose to write the book under 
the pen name John Reid. The book con­
tains some naive statements like, “Now 
VD is more easily cured than the flu," 
and, “How could guys dance with other 
guys?" But. by his own admission. 
Tobias concedes, “I don't know that 
much about homosexuality”

“1 am curious to know what I will be 
like in 20 or 30 years." he wonders 
toward the end of the first book. His 
new work shows us.

Much has changed, primarily the 
relinquishment of his pseudonym.

The world has changed 
and Tobias with it.

The sequel carries him through the 
continuing process of coming out (in 
one instance to President Clinton and 
his wife), his search for a fulfilling love 
(he's now in a steady relationship with 
fashion designer Charles Nolan), and 
to developing his opinions on a variety 
of issues, both political and social.

Some of the most touching passages 
of "The Best Little Boy in the World 
Grows Up" are the ones that deal with 
how Tobias' loss of friends and ex­
lovers to AIDS. “The details. You don't 
want to know the details of AIDS. ...

able to relate to discussing the Jackie 
Kennedy auction with Oprah Winfrey 
during the taping of her show.

Both books also have an accessible 
narrative style and, most importantly, 
a solid sense of humor. Tobias is never 
afraid to laugh at himself or to 
account for his shortcomings. “Listen: 
I’m not proud of how shallow I am ...” 
goes a typical refrain.

It's this kind of honesty and self- 
deprecation that make both “The Best 
Little Boy in the World" and 'The Best 
Little Boy in the World Grows Up" 
books to be relished and recommend­
ed for many years to come.

SUPER SATURDAY NIGHT FIVER •11PM
Hoxanne tee love

Paivi Lee Love

benefits PR Pet Patrol

Finals

FRI 9/11 MALE STRIP CONTEST at 11 pm with Paivi.

SAT 9/12 SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER at 11 pm.

SUN 9/13 $1 Budweiser & Bud Light All Day and All Night.

MON 9/14 MALE STRIP CONTEST at 11 pm with Paivi.

TUE 9/15 Amateur/Talent Night 11 pm with Roxanne Lee Love.

WED 9/16 Burger night with Grandma. MALE STRIP CONTEST at 11 pm with Black Velvet.

THUR 9/171 Burger night with Grandma.

^ALE STRIP CONTEST 
WEDNESDAY • 11PM 

WELCOME NEW MC - BLACK VELVET

COMING SOON...
NEW DANCE FLOOR!

2517 Rcllph St. at Westheimer 

(713) 527-9071
Happy Hour 7am - 9pm Weekdays 

$1.50 Well 4-7 Saturday 
$1.50 Vodka 7am - 6pm 

Mug Club 7am - 10pm 

$3.75 Pitchers & $1.75 Mugs
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A-list participants.
To make matters even more chal­

lenging to readers accustomed to gay 
male memoirs that chronicle painful 
lives, crushing losses, and a bottom­
less pit of loneliness, Tobias has man­
aged a remarkably successful profes­
sional career (he’s written four best­
selling books on business), a success­
ful relationship (several, actually), and 
a sunny disposition, even in the face 
of the devastation wrought by AIDS.

“Part of it is my chemical make-up." 
allows Tobias, who recommends St. 
John’s Wort as the Poor Man’s Prozac 
for those not so lucky genetically. 
“Part of it is my huge good fortune to 
be healthy and alive.

“Maybe it’s really a rationalization 
for not grieving as much as I should 
have, but when so many people were 

got 
you're

Meadows 
Designs 

Denver

OUT o uO N H E

and many friends and 
family members...

Promoters 
Christopher Graham and 

Oscar Paredes

dying from AIDS, I felt almost an 
obligation to enjoy my good fortune 
and celebrate life, because they could­
n’t. I’m so fortunate, that, in the face 
of my good fortune, to be going around 
moping and unhappy and say ’Oh my 
life is terrible,' would 
phemous."

States," he says, and Tobias writes 
about just that. Long a participant in 
the fashionable Renaissance 
Weekends in South Carolina over New 
Years, he befriended candidate Bill 
Clinton and in 1992 came out to the 
President-Elect (and several hundred 
others) in a memorable speech to the

In the book and 
in-person, Tobias 
exudes optimism 
and is unabashed­
ly traditional in 
his approach to 
life. ।

“I don’t have all I 
the answers," ■ 
he’s quick to add in 
a characteristically 
manner. “I know for me — and my 
suspicion is that for many people — 

assimilating to a certain extent is 
likely to be their best strategy for hap­
piness. Not for everybody. ...

“I do think that, especially as you 
get older, most people are going to 
have happier lives if they have a circle 
of close friends and one special, 
longer-term relationship. ... The

notion of having a stable home life, 
one monogamous partner, and maybe 
even kids is a model that's pretty well 
time-tested, and there are some good 
reasons why it makes sense.”

Ever trying to measure up to expec­
tations, TBLB1TW actually worries 
that his life over the last 25 years may 
be a little too happy to make for good 
reading.

“One of my straight friends read the 
book and said she didn’t like it. Of 

course, I was 
crushed when 
I found out," 
he says. “When 

1 finally drew 
her out, she 
said, ’Honestly? 
Here's a book 
that says you're 
successful, 

I you’ve 
friends, 
happy, and who 
wants to read 
about that?'"

At the very least, 
a few thousand 
BLBITWs, and 
Tobias is anxious to 

| get reactions from 
' all corners. He even 

includes an e-mail 
address 
(atobias@aol.com) on 
the book jacket to 

grease the wheels.
“The second book may not have 

been written out of the same kind of 
passion as the first, ... but this time, I 
just felt 1 wanted to say. ’Look how 
wonderful this turned out. I'm openly 
gay and yet where once I thought I 
couldn’t possibly have a life. I'm hav­
ing a wonderful life.’"

HAPPY/ from page 1B

Grows Up."
“I was very candid in the first one 

and basically candid in the second 
one, but especially as regards not so 
much me as other people, it’s kinda 
tricky to keep your friends and not 
hurt people’s feelings.”

It’s true that few "characters” in the 
sequel come off looking particularly 
bad, even the men who stole his first 
and second lovers. In fact. Tobias goes 
out of his way to rattle off the impres­
sive resumes of each and every gay 
man who happens along his life path, 
a practice that one reviewer said “has 
the effect of irritating little bug bites 
along the way."

Is this flattery or lack of candor? Not 
so, says Tobias.

“Look, my nickname in the old Fire 
Island house we used to have ... was 
’Polly Andy’ — as in Pollyanna. ... I 
tended to say nice things about a lot of 
people. Part of my schtick when I’m 
introducing people at parties and 
such, I always give people this huge 
build up and they come to expect it," 
he said.

“When on occasion someone will call 
me on it, and say I’m a phony. I write 
back and say that I just have such ter­
rific friends and by and large the peo­
ple I know are really wonderful and 
extraordinary people. Most of the 
characters in the book. I didn’t have to 
pull a lot of punches because by and 
large these are wonderful people."

Even more importantly, says Tobias, 
is the message transmitted to the 
impressionable reader.

“When there are young gay kids 
reading this, they need to know that 
you can be openly gay and be accept­
ed by

JJ _ . B Chris Roth a 
Uniglobe 

Mr. Gay Ultimate Tra’
Texas USA

'Honestly?
Here's a book that says 

you're successful, 
you've got friends, you're happy 

and who wants to read about

r. Houston 1997 
Mr. Texas 1998 

OW REPRESENTING THE 
h gay pride contest 

ON HIS WAY TO
r, gay All-American.,

Proudly Sponsored By:

| Jerel McNeil |
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Home of Hot Cowboys 
CW Dancing

SUNDAY, SEPT. 13

FIESTA MEXICAN A
Presented by Armand Posas 
Candidate for Mr. TGRA 1999

A FAST-PACED MUSICAL REVUE FEATURING
SONCS AND DANCES FROM MEXICO

WITH A MARIACHI BAND AND THE WORKS!!!
benefiting TGRA Houston Chapter Charities

Guest Bartenders on the Patio
TGRA 6pm-10pm 

with $1.00 HOT DOGS and HOC DRAFT

TUESDAY, SEPT. 15

Hosted by:

Miss BRB Shawna St. John & Mr. BRB Byron Norton

THURSDAY NIGHTS
LEARN TO COUNTRY DANCE

WITH SCOTT... FREE!
8pm-9pm - Intermediate Dance Lessons

9pm-till - Beginner Dance Lessons
Learn To Two-Step, Three-Step 3. Line Dance 

No Partner Necessary

BRB HOURS: Mon thru Sat: 7am * 2am 
Sunday: Noon till 2am 

Drink Specials Every Day

COMING SEPT. 20
EMPLOYEE TURN ABOUT SHUW

LEGAL I.D. REQUIRED

2400 Brazos . Houston, TX 
713-528-9192

COMMERCIAL MEMBER

Important Stuff
Woof. Woof. The annual Mary’s Dog show is Sept. 13 starting at 6 p.m. The cat­

egories are: Nelliest, Butchist, Smallest, Heinz 57, Youngest. Best Trick,. Best 
Costume. Most Outrageous, Best Duet, and best Non-dog. If you are a dog lover, 
this is a really fun event and helps raise money for the Pet Patrol. I'll be a Judge
this year, so 1'11 see you and your pooch on Sunday.

The new Mr. BriarPatch is Bunny O’Hare (A year without drag,, I guess) and the 
new Miss BP is Rachel Montana. Over $1,500 was raised to benefit Stone Soup.

The “Virgin’s First Romantic Fling,” starring all Virgins (Where are they going to

Barbara Walker gets fondeled by who?

find them?) will deflower the 
stage of the BriarPatch on Sept. 
20 at 8 p.m. This benefits the 
Gay and Lesbian Switchboard. 
Also, mark your calendars for the 
BP Follies on Oct. 18.

There is a ton of "Love" things 
going on at E/J’s this Sunday. The 
Lee Loves are holdfrig a BBQ a at 3 
p.m. followed by a show at 6 p.m. 
The talent finals are at 11 p.m.

Be at JR's on Sept. 11 to win 
tickets to see the 30th anniversary 
revival of “Boys in the Band” at the 
New Heights Theaters. Draws are 
hourly from 7 to 11 p.m.

Pacific Street is helping Glen and
Roy on their Texas AIDS Ride.

Mention that you are a "Friend of Dorothy, Glen or Roy" and PS will donate a portion

At Rich's.

of your cover charge to their cause.

£

Attention! John and David at 
Timeless Taffeta are looking for 
sales help. I know it is a fun place 
to work. Stop in or call if you are 
looking for a fun ;place to work.

Milestones
Get wells hugs to Don Woods.
Happy birthday to Orlin Cullever 

and Conrad Fertitta of the Classic 
Chassis Car Club. Happy birthday 
to Walter (I never want my name in 
the rodent droppings) of Mary’s. 
Dwayne (the Canadian). Tony (I’m 
OK, Your OK) Carroll, Lee (for­
merly of the Houston Voice) Davis,

Chester (the Niblett), and Marilla & Betsy (formerly of the Ranch).

Rodent Droppings
I have discovered Harvey’s latest “gotta have" food - Nilla Wafer banana pud­

ding. LW was walking through the bedroom with Harvey in tow. LW tossed Harvey 
on to the bed and he bee-lined direct to my bowl of ’Nanna pudding. He nearly
knocked it out of my hands. Luckily I was almost done with it so he did not get to 
eat too much. Another fan of my (homemade form scratch) ‘Nilla pudding is the 
cat, d'artagnon who. also attacked a bowl of the tasty pudding. Other than a pud­
ding fest, both Harvey and Rascal got baths and manicures this weekend.

My usual disclaimer is in force. Lies, gossip, and just a bit of trash. No real news here. 
Jim Roberts (Nighthawks): And I quote: "I'd like to be his underwear."
Ken Claude (Too many to list): Do tell what happened at the infamous pool party

Sil, love the earrings.

this weekend.
Joseph Molina (Dancing Fool): 

Hey. I saw you at Kroger, and at 
Kroger, and at Kroger.

Tom Sawyer: And I quote: “Gas 
me. shoot me. screw me to the 
chair...I don't care.”

Etl (Nighthawks): Big Rick is start­
ing to feel withdrawal symptoms.

Todd (BRB): If you are going to 
discreetly play with a man, you 
need to make sure you move away 
from the mirror.

Wayne G. (BriarPatch): I hear 
you have hung some really neat 
new Pop Art on the walls at the 
BP. I'm gonna have to come on

down and check them out.
Coleman (CCCC): I'm sorry to hear about your fender bender. And I also hear that 

"someone" is glad you don't dye your hair any longer or the pool would be Jet black."
Vera (BRB): I hear that Jesus loves you. too.

Pet of the Week “Juno.
Owner: Leslie

Dr. Steven Bayes (Mr. Gulf Coast 
Drummer): I hear you were quite 
popular this past weekend, and 
several callers asked me to print 
this message to you: "Can we talk?"

Claudia (Hollywood Studios): 
When was the last time you 
drove for 88 miles Just to drink 
Margaritas?

Keep sending in your Pet of 
the Week. And to the person that 
e-mailed me a cute kitty looking 
through the mini-blinds, 1 can't 
find the e-mail. Please resend.

Have a great week.
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1 Montrose Inn 408 Avondale 713/5204)206 |

2 The Lovett Inn 501 Lovett Blvd 713/522-5224

v wt Bt ■< ■■
1 3 611 Hyde Pork 611 Hyde Pork 713/526-7070 I

Briar Patch 2294 Holcombe 713/665-9678
5 Bricks II 617 Fairview 713/528-8102
6 BRB 2400 Brazos 713/528-9192
7 Chances 1100 Weslheimer 713/523-7217
8 Cousins 817 Fairview 713/528-9204
9 Decodes 1205 Richmond 713/521-2224
10 Us 2517 Ralph 713/527-9071
11 Incognito 

JRs
2524 McKinney 713/237-9431

12 808 Pacific 713/5212519
13 
M 
15 
K 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29

Lazy J 
Mail Box 
Mary's 
Mela's 
Midtowne Spa 
Montrose Mining Co. 
Nighthawks 
Outpost 
Pacific Street 
Paradise 
QTs 
Rocsals 
Rich's 
Ripcord 
The Club Houston 
The New Barn 
Viviana's

312 Tuam 
4215 Washington 
1022 Weslheimer 
302 Taunt 
3100 Fannin 
805 Pacific 
2923 Main 
1419 Richmond 
710 Pacific 
2312 Crocker 
534 Weslheimer 
1318 Weslheimer 
2401 Son Jacinto 
715 Fairview 
2205 Fannin 
1100 Westheimer 
5219 Washington

713/528-9343 
713/864-2977 | 
713/527-9669 1 
713/52341M7 
713/522-2379 | 
713/529 7488 
713/522-0000
713/52OO446 
713/523-0213 I 
713/522-7366 I 
713/529-8813 1 
713/942-CLUB 1 
713/759 9606 1 
713/521-2792 1
713/659-4998 t 
713/521-9533 1 

713/862-0203 ■

■ if J {-t { i
30 Alt Heahh & Wellness 404 Wfestheimer 713/627-9355 '
31 Cinep lex-Odeon 1450 W Gray 713/524-8781 |
32 Crossroads Market 1111 Westheimer 713/942-0147 |

j 33 Center City Medical 1601 Fannin 713/308-2414 :
I 34 Fitness Exchange 4040 Milam 713/524-9932 I

1 35 HEB Pantry 1011 Weslheimer 713/8078990
36 Houston Voice 811 Weslheimer 713/5298490

? 37 Image Cleaners 3407 Montrose 713/527-0880 i
38 Kroger Grocery 3300 Montrose 713/526-7865 1

? 39 landmark Theatre 2009 West Grey 713/524-2175 1

■ 40 Lobo 3939-5 Montrose 713/522-5156 |

» 41 Montrose Clinic 215 Weslheimer 713/5202000 I
42

1 43
Preferred Graphics 5225 Katy #310 713/862-3312 |
Vilven Design 807 Hawthorne 713/526-3212 _

1 44 Basic Brothers 1232 Weslheimer 713/5221626 |

45 Black Hawks 2923 Main 713/5206224 |
46 Leather By Boots 807 Fairview 713/526-2668 |
47 Leather Forever 711 Fairview 713/526-6940 |
48 Timeless loHeto 1657 Westheimer 713/5296299 I

1 t - fei ।
Baba Vego 2607 Grant 713/5228042 |

: so Bornoby's Cafe 604 Fairview 713/5228106 I
51 Charlie’s 1100 Westheimer 713/522-3332 |

52 Fox Diner 905 Taft 713/523-5369 f

i 53 Mesa Grill 1971 W Gray 713/5208900
54 Riva's 1117 Missouri St. 713/529-3450 |
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A MAN'S RESALE
ND TIES

HOURS 
Thursday 8pm-12 
Friday 9pm-2am 

Sat 9pm-2am 
& Special Events

BLACK HAWK LEATHER 
__________ .—-_______________

f

=r
| . 713-520-6224

BlkFlvkLtlir@aol.com

o.

s*

MIDNIGHT

Tues/Thurs 
1/2 Off Lockers 

AND Rooms

Mon & Wed 
1/2 Price on All 

Rooms
Is! COME SEE OUR NEW GARAGE!!!

3100 Fannin • 713.522.2379
Open 24 hours a day • Seven Days a Week
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CLASSI F I E D S

looking for a

man?MEN FOR MEN!
Talk to local guvs NOW on

You’ll make
Headlines

So don’t delay.

8rvi

Models/Escorts

Personals

To place your FREE ad, call 1-8OO"985"4666

MEET GAYS 
BI LOCALS

CURIOUS? Meet someone new. Record 
and listen to ads FREE. Use code 7070. 
Must be 18+ years. 713.526.9393.

Mark 
24 Hours 

713.697.2178

Tired of reading the same porn star profiles?

Gay.net lets you connect with real men. We've got thousands 

of members to chat with - or take it as far as you want.

Join our community right now while gay.net is still 

absolutely free for 30 days. New friends are waiting 

for you right now at www.gay.net/man

Houston Voice Policy. Prostitution is illegal in 
Texas. State law prohibits the placement in this 
category of any such ads which might suggest 
solicitaion. The Houston Voice will not knowingly 
accept any ads of this type.

MEET MARRIED MEN! Explore discreet­
ly on The Confidential Connection® •78+ 
Try it FREE! • 713.892.5757 • use FREE 
Code 7126.

Small Red Hankie Group ages 30’s to 
50's seeks trim recruits, all races. Mike 
713.355.4022.

Mature GWM. 58. enjoys nature, sharing quiet moments, being taught and 
teaching, observing and practicing mmd fullness. Seeking GAM. 38+. 
Buddhist, as Mentor m desire to embrace Buddhism; lor possible LTR IT 1876

To listen and respond to ads, call 

1-900-370-7177 
Calls cost $1.99 per minute. Must be 18 or older.

Sexperience 
the best in hardcore 

erotic interactive media.

www.comehereanil.com/instant orgasm
HAIRPIECE WEARER? 

Meet Hot Men. 
www.thecamouflageclub.com 

Cool product catalog. 
FREE. 888.760.8108

OlUbVoice-MALE-!
TRY IT FREE!

Call 713-850-7900 
use FREE code 7900! 

18+

BASICALLY ORAL 
Self-employed GM. 6’2". 155*>s, graying/brown. loves animals. Seeking 
down-to-earth fellow tor afternoons or evenings. PI926— ______

GHM
22 year-old. 5'8". 127lbs, seeks W/HM, 24-29. to go out with and go to bars

its a free, fun, new, 
and GaSy way to meet sophisticated 

singles like yourself. Whether you are 
looking for someone special, someone for 

companionship, or even just someone, 
Connections is for you

The Hottest Uncensored Party Lines!
473.441.1065
268.404 7440

Only inf ILD Rates (18+)

FRIENDS
Fit WM. ST. 165tos. artist, seeks an educated, creative male, for Inendshp. 
possible relationship. 01852

FREE LIVE HOT GAY CHAT!

PowerCruise • Orgy Rooms • More!

617.378.1869

212.796.3365

Only reg. LD Rates (18+)

Hot! Healthy Hands.
Convenient Mid-Town Location

713.659.5266 

Houston’s Newest, Hottest, Gay 
Dateline. Meet local men and women 
NOW. 1.900.285.0074 ext. 8850. Must 
be 18+ $2.99 per minute.

DISCO DOWN
Good-looking GWM. 42. H/W proportionate, seeks GM, 25-55. who likes the 
music at MMC and likes to dance at Pacific Street and/or Rich's, and would 
rather dance than romance. 1T1875

SENSUAL SEXY BLOND
Tan. handsome, masculine, down-to-earth, discreet, fit. lean, hairy, clean-cut.

To advertise in the Classifieds call (713)529-8490 or (800)729-8490 if not in Houston. Our office hours are 9:00 am-5:30 pm Monday through Friday. Classified deadline is Monday at noon for 
the following Friday publication. Most major credit cards and personal checks accepted. Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

HELLO, LADIES 
Outgoing male, blond/blue. 6'3-. 230lbs. seeks same for friendship, possible

Houston

Connections

FREE TO BROWSE & 
RESPOND TO VOICE ADS 

(713) 225-5500 
PUB #313 (18+)

GENTLEMEN
Attractive, intelligent, professional GWM. 6T. 175lbs. in great shape. N/S. 
looking lor long-term monogamous relationship with someone mature, sm- 
cere, and slender, who enioys being a bottom. PI 725__________________

LAY BACK & ENJOY fT
Mellow, Strong-minded GWPM, 33. brown/brown. boyish, proportionate, 
friendly smile, sparkling eyes, smoker, drinker, loves alternative music, lively 
conversation Seeking WM. 25-40. lor friendship, passion No femmes 
Montrose area 171726  _

IRISH CHARM SEEKS SOULMATE
SWM. 38. STI". l70lbs. green eyes, occasional warrior, sometimes poet, 
always honorable, seeks slender brunette Petite Asian or rock-hard power- 
house. HIV- seeks same. Possess lion heart, can you handle it? Pl727

CATCH A LIBRA
Easygoing, humorous GWPM. 30. STI". 170lbs, bottom, HIV-, enjoys Bntish 
sitcoms. South Park. muse, movies, quiet evenings together Seeking GWM, 
25-35, lor friendship, possible LTR. P1776 _

LIVE & INTERACTIVE 
FROM AMSTERDAM’S 
RED LIGHT DISTRICT!

Call & Let this Gorgeous, 
Well-defined, Bisexual Black Male 

make your fantasies come true and put 
you mentally in a spell! • 24 Hours 
Domonique 713.540.HIRE (4473).

RICK • 24 HOURS • 713.807.7190

REGULAR LOVING GUY
Attractive, shy. quiet, loving, attentive GWM. STI". 195ibs. HWY reasonable, 
some plus, not into dubs Seeking GHM. 20-38. lor LTR. Short/lrttle. stocky a 
plus. P2101 __ _ —

FRIENDSHIP AND MORE
Assertive passionate WM. young 62, S'lO". l70t>s. HIV-. N/S You are N/S.
HIV- 5 1O~-. age unvnportant. dating.possefelTR P2O52 ----------

MUSCLE
Good-looking WM. seeks lean, well-defined hard body lam at yourservee
No recyrocaton espected You, refax^enjoy Ha.ness body a p P2C --.

GAY WHfTE/HISPANIC MAN WANTED
GBM, 35. 148bs, HIV-. not looking lor a one-night stand, seeks slender.
hygienic GW/HM, HIV-, who is dominant Must enjoy reaevmg oral P2051 

HEARTS AND MINDS
Handsome GBM. 22. n search ol a GBM. 20-38. for friendship, and a possi-

(Women Seeking Women)
ENJOYS UFE

Beautiful, adventurous, fun-loving GWPF, 46. enjoys life, seeks bold GF. to
enhance, share, and nurture our lives. P1853

FIRST TIME AD
Over 40. but not over the hil. would love to meet someone who enjoys the the­
ater. movies, cooking out. N/S. N/D. Friends first, possible relationship.

SWGM looking for play buddies. Blue & 
Red hankie, versatile, enjoys fantasies, 
long sessions. Masculine, party favors 
O.K. 50’s, 5’11”, 160#. Paul
713.721.0091 leave message.

MEET MEN FAST! Talk to local guys 
INSTANTLY on Club Voice-MALE5"1! 18+ Try 
it FREE! Call 713.850.7900 use code 7900. FREE!

1

Seeking Men J)

7
——

rr—HOUSTONUvoice
J®®1®!; One Community! One Voice!.

Classifieds 
713-529-8490

Call 
Marshall 
for your 
classified 
needs.



ever need

RUISERS 
iWe Got It all

•Boy’s Club 
767-446-9333 
316-697-7669

• Frat Boys 
767-446-9300

•Pipeline 
268-404-6888

L.D./lnt’l Rates Appq

Live Message XChange

Virtual Chat ।
1 on!

>( 
b-

Record your own ads 

Listen to the other ods 

■Send private messages 

cFree!

Adults Only! Restrictions apply. Certain optional features are $2.49 per minute. For ACME Customer Service coll: 1-888-337-ACME

FREE LOOKS 
HOT IIXITERMET 

ACTION 
http://www.online18.cam/hunk

FREE PHOTOS
http://www.manstop.com/hot

FREE LOVE
http://www.hungmag.cam/kink

Adults over 18.

BATIN’ CRACKERS 
IN BED

Friday & Saturday
Ham-Sam

Monday - Thursday
Ham-lam

Sunday
Ipm-lam

THURSDAY MATINEE
$4 All Day
with Membership 713-527-0782 • 3201 Louisiana • Houston

Texas’ Best All-Male Cinema
presents

MIDNIGHT SPECIAL
Sunday - Thursday 
Midnight til Closing 

Admission $4 
with Membership
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(713) 629-3700
- - - - - - - - - www.ticketmaster.com

FIESTA • FOLEY'S • RANDALLS

WELLS FARGO

Tickets $25, $45, $65, $100, $150


