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Party's not over
Gay New Orleans club owners, promoters 
say Hurricane Katrina won't spoil 
the party this Mardi Gras season.
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Ray Buckley, vice chair of the New Hampshire Democratic Party, says he is unsure whether DNC Chair Howard Dean's plan to elimi­
nate minority outreach positions will succeed.

Democrats abolish gay outreach 
for more 'integrated' approach
By LOU CHIBBARO JR.

WASHINGTON—Democratic National Committee 
Chair Howard Dean has abolished the Democratic 
Party’s constituent outreach desks, including the 
post of director of lesbian and gay outreach.

A DNC spokesperson said Dean replaced the out­
reach director positions with a new program called 
the American Majority Partnership, which integrates 
efforts to address the concerns of minorities into all 
of the DNC’s departments and offices. The little 
noticed move took place last year.

“It’s an expansion of what we had before,” said 
Damien La Vera, the DNC spokesperson assigned to 
discuss gay rights issues.

But the former chair of the DNC’s Gay & Lesbian 
Americans Caucus doesn’t see it that way. Gay

Democratic Party activist and fundraiser Jeff Soref 
of New York City said he resigned from the DNC and 
from his position as chair of the gay caucus in August 
largely because of Dean’s decision to eliminate the 
gay outreach desk.

“It took us many years to win that position, have it 
funded and make it effective,” Soref said.

Soref said he told Dean “it was not credible” to 
simply assume that combining all constituent groups 
into one program without a specific gay coordinator 
or director would be effective because it would likely 
result in less attention to the specific concerns of gay 
Democrats.

“I thought this system could lead to us being re­
marginalized by the party,” Soref said in an e-mail

Please see OUTREACH, on Page 1
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Ken Malone, associate 
executive director of 
Legacy Community 
Health Services, said 
local HIV/AIDS serv­
ice organization must 
press lawmakers to 
renew the Ryan 
White CARE Act.

Local HIV group 
'encouraged' by 
Bush's speech
President calls on Congress to 
reform, reauthorize Ryan White Act
By ERIC ERVIN

A local HIV/AIDS service and prevention organization is 
responding to President Bush’s State of the Union address, in 
which he vowed to fight the disease that has claimed the lives of 
millions of people, including gay Houstonians, with renewal of 
the Ryan White CARE Act.

The Ryan White legislation funded primary care and support 
services for people living with HIV/AIDS that don’t have any 
other health care alternatives or financial ability to pay for

Please see ADDRESS, on Page 3
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Ryan White CARE Act now temporarily funded
ADDRESS, continued from Page 1

treatment. It was originally passed by 
Congress in 1990 and expired on Sept. 30, 
2005. Funding has continued to be appro­
priated under a temporary congressional 
resolution.

“A hopeful society acts boldly to fight 
diseases like HIV/AIDS, which can be pre­
vented, and treated, and defeated,” Bush 
said in his televised speech Tuesday night. 
“More than a million Americans live with 
HIV, and half of all AIDS cases occur 
among African-Americans.

“I ask Congress to reform and reautho­
rize the Ryan White Act and provide new 
funding to states, so we end the waiting lists 
for AIDS medicine in America,” he said.

The president said the federal govern­
ment would work closely with black 
churches and faith-based groups to 
deliver rapid HIV/AIDS tests. He said 
the government will work to end the 
stigma of the disease and “come closer 
to the day when there are no new infec­
tions in America.”

“We are encouraged by the president’s 
call for the renewal of the Ryan White 
CARE Act,” stated Ken Malone, associate 
executive director of Legacy Community 
Health Services. “For the second year in 
a row, the president has used his annual 
address to the nation as an opportunity 
to highlight the need to renew and to 
improve legislation that serves low 
income people living with HIV/AIDS in 
the United States. We must turn the 
president’s calls into action and press 
lawmakers to immediately tackle this 
critical issue.”

In his State of the Union address Tuesday, President Bush vowed that the federal government would work 
to end the stigma of HIV/AIDS and decrease the number of new infections. (Photo by AP)
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“After essentially five years of flat fund­
ing for HIV/AIDS medications, we are in 
desperate need of increased funding for 
HIV/AIDS drugs,” Malone said. “I applaud 
the president’s proposal to eliminate the 
waiting lists for medications, but it must 
not come at the cost of other key services 
provided in the CARE Act.”

Quality care and services
Malone said quality health care and 

social services are the key components in 
treatment of the disease. He said the 
organization is awaiting the release of 
Bush’s budget to see how much funding 
has increase for the CARE Act.

Earlier this month, the Senate Health 
Education Pensions & Labor Committee, 
along with the House Energy & Commerce 
Committee, held joint meetings in 
Washington, D.C. to allow groups and indi­
viduals the opportunity to comment on the 
CARE Act. Officials with Legacy 
Community Health Services were invited 
to attend and provide comment.

“Recent events in the Gulf Coast under­
line the need to improve the mechanism by 
which the CARE Act provides life saving 
HIV/AIDS drugs,” said Randall Ellis, direc­
tor of government relations for Legacy, 
who appeared before the committees. “After 
Hurricane Katrina struck Mississippi, 
Alabama and Louisiana, thousands of 
evacuees were transplanted to Houston.

“Legacy reached out to HIV-positive 
evacuees, but often initiating treatment 
was delayed because of fundamental flaws 
in the prescription drug assistance pro­
gram of the CARE Act,” Ellis said.

Flaws with CARE
Ellis pointed out flaws with the current 

CARE Act, including patient’s inability to 
automatically carry prescription benefits 
from one state to another, different income 
requirements and lack of accessible med­
ical information. He said Congress has the 
chance to address these issues.

According to the AIDS Action Council, 
an organization of around 100 groups who 
work to combat HIV/AIDS, advances in 
treatment have helped those affected live 
longer, more productive lives. The organi­
zation estimates that around 1.2 million 
people are living with HIV.

Soref wasn't satisfied with council hiring move
OUTREACH, continued from Page 1

message. “I have seen or heard nothing 
since that makes me feel that is not hap­
pening,” he said.

Soref said Dean’s decision to hire gay 
Democratic activist Donald Hitchcock in 
September as director of the DNC’s Gay & 
Lesbian Leadership Council, which raises 
money for the party from gay donors, was 
not the same as hiring a full-time outreach 
staffer to address gay issues.

Hitchcock said he could not comment 
on the DNC changes or his work at the 
DNC because new DNC rules put in place 
by Dean prohibit him from speaking to the 
news media.

Chris Owens, director of the DNC’s 
American Majority Partnership program, 
insisted that Hitchcock works with her on 
gay constituent outreach efforts in addi­
tion to his fundraising work.

“I would argue that we have more than one 
full-time person in place,” Owens said. “One 
of the goals of the American Majority 
Partnership ... is to make sure we are work­
ing across constituencies so we can use issues 

in a way to unify constituencies,” she said.
Until last week, when contacted by this 

newspaper, the DNC Gay & Lesbian 
Americans Caucus and the National 
Stonewall Democrats, a group representing 
gay Democrats with affiliated chapters 
throughout the country, had not publicly 
acknowledged or expressed an opinion on 
Dean’s decision to eliminate the gay outreach 
desk position.

In a telephone interview last week, gay 
Democratic activist Rick Stafford of 
Minnesota, who replaced Soref as chair of 
the DNC gay caucus, said he is willing to 
give the new approach a chance to work 
before passing judgment.

“Nothing is cast in stone,” Stafford said.

Bringing out the vote
At stake, according to gay Democratic 

activists, is whether gay voters will turn 
out in force in the 2006 congressional 
elections to help Democrats win back 
control of the House and Senate. Exit 
poll data has shown that between 75 per­
cent and 80 percent of the gay vote goes 

to Democratic candidates in presidential 
and congressional elections, but that the 
size of the gay vote varies from election 
to election.

Eric Stern, executive director of the 
National Stonewall Democrats, would not 
comment on Dean’s changes.

“I see it as a restructuring because 
that’s the chairman’s prerogative when he 
or she comes in to take over the DNC,” 
Stern said.

Stern said that while Hitchcock was 
doing a good job in helping the DNC reach 
out to gay voters, the NSD believes he 
needs at least one additional staff assis­
tant to help him.

He said the Stonewall Democrats also 
have asked the DNC to hire more gay field 
workers to help with Dean’s initiative to 
more aggressively support all 50 state 
Democratic Party operations during the 
2006 election.

Stern held the DNC gay outreach direc­
tor’s position from 2004 — during the pres­
idential campaign — until February 2005, 
when he resigned to take the Stonewall 
Democrats director’s post.

Gay Democratic Party activist Jeff Soref says he 
resigned from the Democratic National Committee 
and his position as chair of the gay caucus because 
of party leader Howard Dean's decision to eliminate 
the gay outreach desk.
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Coretta Scott King dies at 78
'Mother of civil rights 
movement' championed 
gay rights
By DYANA BAGBY

As some anti-gay black clergy are likely 
to recall the legacy of Coretta Scott King 
and her contribution to the civil rights 
movement during sermons on Sunday, gay 
activists hope they will also heed her call 
for equal rights for all people.

“Ministers today need to sit back and 
realize what Dr. and Mrs. King were all 
about — they don’t honor her legacy when 
they spew homophobia and hatred,” said 
Keith Boykin, an author and activist who 
serves as board president of the National 
Black Justice Coalition, a group that advo­
cates gay rights issues.

Mrs. King, wife of slain civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King Jr., died 
overnight on Jan. 30 at a holistic hospital in 
Mexico.

She suffered a stroke in August and was 
afflicted with late-term ovarian cancer. The 
King family had not announced funeral 
arrangements by press time.

“She was a legend. She influenced 
many people,” Boykin added. “And she 
was one of the few people who got it — 
that racism, sexism and homophobia are 
discrimination — like few others did. 
[Ministers] would do well to call her name 
and recall her words.”

'Champion of human rights'
While her legacy includes being the 

wife of Martin Luther King Jr., Mrs. King 
forged a history of her own that included 
speaking out against a proposed federal 
constitutional amendment to ban same- 
sex marriage. In numerous speeches she 
publicly advocated for gay rights as well as 
raising awareness about HIV/AIDS.

In Atlanta, where she created the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Center for Non-vio­
lent Social Change to honor her late hus­
band, she worked alongside state legisla­
tors to try to defeat the state constitutional 
amendment to ban same-sex marriage.

“She was a champion for human rights,” 
state Rep. Tyrone Brooks (D-Atlanta), a 
plaintiff in a lawsuit seeking to throw out 
Amendment 1, which was approved by vot­
ers in 2004, placing a ban on same-sex 
unions in the Georgia Constitution.

“She opposed discrimination in all 
forms and she remained consistent with

Coretta Scott King, who spoke out against bans on 
same-sex marriage as well as homophobia died 
overnight Monday in her bed at a holistic health center 
in Mexico, her family announced Jan. 31. She was 78. 
(Photo by AP)

her husband’s vision,” he added. “Her 
legacy will stand shoulder-to-shoulder 
with her husband’s legacy.”

State Sen. Vincent Fort (D-Atlanta), who 
also worked to defeat passage of Georgia’s 
same-sex marriage ban, praised King as the 
“mother of the civil rights movement.”

“I respected her not only for her grace 
and dignity under pressure, but her 
courage,” he said.

Zandra Conway, spokesperson for In 
the Life Atlanta, which organizes the 
country’s largest annual Black Pride 
event, praised King for being a “woman of 
grace and justice.”

“She advocated equal rights for the LBGT 
community and she publicly opposed the 
Georgia amendment to ban same-sex mar­
riage. One of my favorite quotes from her is, ‘I 
still hear people say that I should not be talk­
ing about the rights of lesbian and gay people 
and I should stick to the issue of racial justice. 
But I hasten to remind them that Martin 
Luther King Jr. said, injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere,”’ Conway added.

AIDS activist, too
The timing of news of King’s death — 

on the day of President George W Bush’s 
State of the Union Speech as well as the 
confirmation of Samuel Alito as an associ­
ate justice on the Supreme Court — is par­
ticularly poetic, said Craig Washington, a 
black gay activist who works for the HIV 
advocacy group Positive Impact in Atlanta.

“I’m hoping her death serves as a clarion 
call for people in this country to call for the 
rights of LGBTQ people and that it also serves 
as a call to LGBTQ people to realize that liber­
ation is not fully achieved until we focus on 
matters affecting us all,” Washington said.

“We lost an amazing matriarch and lost 
our most well-known and consistent ally 
— she spoke out against homophobia and 
was very active in AIDS prevention mobi­
lization,” he said.

Houston GLBT Political Caucus issues endorsements
Seven candidates 
endorsed by gay political 
group for March 7 primary
By ERIC ERVIN

The Houston GLBT Political Caucus 
endorsed seven candidates for next 
month’s primary election, specifically 
pointing out one ally of gay Houstonians 
and encouraging them to cast their vote for 
other gay-friendly candidates.

Members of the caucus meet 
Wednesday to release the list of the seven 
candidates it had endorsed for the two

O MORE info
Houston GLBT Political Caucus
P.O. Box 66664
Houston, Texas 77266
www.hglpc.org 
713-521-1000

March Primary Endorsements
Governor Bob Gammage (D)
State Representative, District 140: Kevin Bailey (D) 
State Representative, District 146: Al Bennett (D) 
tate Representative, District 147: Garnet Coleman (D) 
S. Representative, District 7: David Murff (D) 
'. Representative, District 10: Ted Ankrum (D) 
to of the Peace, Precinct 7: Zinetta Burney (D) 

upcoming elections. The March 7 primary 
election sets the stage for the Democratic 
and Republican candidates who will be on 
the ballot for the general elections in 
November. Texas voters will go to the polls 
to elect a governor, along with judges, dis­
trict attorneys and seats in the legislature.

“The Houston GLBT Political Caucus will 
offer all of our resources to support these can­
didates in their primary races,” said President 
Maria Gonzalez. “It’s critical that the GLBT 
community support pro-equality candidates.”

Gonzalez specifically pointed out Rep. 
Garnet Coleman (D-Houston) for his sup­
port of gay rights issues. Coleman was one 
of several state and local politicians who 
opposed last year’s constitutional amend­
ment banning same-sex marriage.

Coleman called Proposition 2 a “propo­
sition of hate.”

“Constitutions, both our national and state 
ones, are supposed to protect rights, not deny 
rights,” Coleman said. ‘It goes against the 
very grain of what a constitution is about.

Gonzalez said Coleman “has been an 
ally of this community for many years in 
the Texas State Legislature.

“He now has challengers in the primary 
and it’s our responsibility to do the work 
necessary to insure he wins the primary,” 
she said.

The incumbent faces Democratic chal­
lengers Cheryl Armitage and Herschel 
Smith in the March 7 elections.

“We need every member of the communi­
ty stepping up to help raise funds, block 
walking, and phone banking,” Gonzalez

Maria Gonzales, presi­
dent of the Houston 
GLBT Political Caucus, 
said it is critical that 
gay Houstonians sup­
port candidates who 
are pro-equality dur­
ing the March pri­
mary and November 
general elections.

said. “As one of our biggest supporters in the 
Texas State Legislature, Coleman is working 
hard for all Texans andTOrt a certain few.

“He has not let this community down 
and we shouldn’t let him down now. We 
invite everyone to join our efforts to elect 
these pro-equality candidates.”

Gammage for governor
The caucus endorsed Bob Gammage for 

the Texas governor’s position. Gammage 
joins a pool of candidates which includes 
incumbent Republican Gov. Rick Perry, 

• who is a well-known opponent of gay-rights 
issues, gay-friendly former Houston City 
Councilmember and Democratic U.S. Rep. 
Chris Bell, Texas Controller Carol Keeyton 
Strayhorn, and musician and writer Kinky 
Friedman, who said he supports gay mar­
riage because “they have the right to be 
miserable just like the rest of us.”

Strayhorn and Friedman are both run­
ning as Independent candidates.

Gammage, a former state legislator, con­
gressman and Texas Supreme Court jus­

tice, recently made a stop in Houston for a 
campaign rally.

“I support Bob Gammage because he’s 
the strongest Democrat in this race and 
has the most progressive platform for the 
people of Texas,” said Wesley Clark, who 
unsuccessfully sought the 2004 Democratic 
presidential nomination.

“He is a proven leader who will fight for the 
needs of all Texans, not the lobbyists, the spe­
cial interests or the powerful partisan elites. 
He’s grown up with Texas values of independ­
ence, integrity and commitment to family and 
neighbors and he will carry those values into 
the governor’s office. I look forward to helping 
him in his fight to build a better Texas.”

Other picks
According to Jack Valinski, vice presi­

dent of the caucus, the candidates seek 
endorsements by the organization. He said 
before the endorsements are made, candi­
dates must pass a screening process. 
Valinski said there have been times when 
endorsements are denied.

“We only endorse where it makes 
sense,” he said.

Other candidates endorsed by the caucus 
include, Kevin Baily for the state represen­
tative District 140 seat; Al Bennett, state rep­
resentative District 146; David Murff 
District 7 U.S. representative; Ted Ankrum, 
District 10 U.S. representative; and Zinetta 
Burney for Justice of the Peace, Precinct 7.

All of the endorsed candidates are 
Democrats.
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'Brokeback Mountain' leads with eight Oscar nods
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) — The cowboy 
love story “Brokeback Mountain” led the 
Academy Awards field Tuesday with eight nom­
inations, among them best picture and honors 
for actor Heath Ledger and director Ang Lee. 
With key prizes at earlier Hollywood honors, the 
film heads into the March 5 awards as the best­
picture front-runner, potentially the first film 
with explicit gay themes to claim the grand 
prize at the Oscars. “Capote,” based on the life of 
late gay author Truman Capote, was also nomi­
nated for best picture, along with the ensemble 
drama “Crash”; the Edward R. Murrow chroni­
cle “Good Night, and Good Luck”; and the assas­
sination thriller “Munich.” Along with best- Heath Ledger's nomination for best actor was
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actor contender Ledger, and directing nominee , one of eight Oscar nods for 'Brokeback 
Lee, “Brokeback Mountain” scored nominations Mountain,' including best picture, best direc­
tor Michelle Williams as supporting actress, tor and two other acting categories.
Jake Gyllenhaal as supporting actor and Larry
McMurtry and Diana Ossana for their screenplay adaptation of Annie Proulx’s short 
story. Philip Seymour Hoffman, who portrays the title character in “Capote,” joined 
Ledger in the best-actor category. Felicity Huffman, who portrays a transgender woman 
about to undergo sex-change surgery in “Transamerica,” was nominated for best actress.

Gay rights groups bemoan 
Alito confirmation vote
WASHINGTON — By a vote of 58-42, the U.S. 
Senate on Jan. 31 confirmed Samuel Alito to 
be the 110th justice on the court, drawing 
broad expressions of concern from gay rights 
groups. He was sworn in just hours before 
President Bush’s annual “State of the Union” 
message. “The confirmation of Justice 
Samuel Alito to the Supreme Court seat of 
Sandra Day O’Connor is a devastating blow to 
individual rights, civil liberties and equal jus­
tice under law in America,” said Matt 
Foreman of the National Gay & Lesbian Task 
Force in Washington, D.C. He blamed a deal 
made by moderate senators from both parties 
last year that made it more difficult for a fili­
buster to be mounted against the Alito confir­
mation. That deal was praised at the time by 
some gay groups, including the Human 
Rights Campaign, as necessary to preserve 
the filibuster option for Supreme Court nomi­
nees. HRC President Joe Solmonese issued a 
statement that made no mention of the fili­
buster effort but praised senators who voted 
against the nomination.

Religious groups get nearly 
one-quarter of U.S. AIDS money
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bush’s $15 
billion effort to fight AIDS has handed out 
nearly one-quarter of its grants to religious 
groups, and officials are aggressively pursuing 
new church partners that often emphasize dis­
ease prevention through abstinence and fideli­
ty over condom use. Award recipients include 
a Christian relief organization famous for its 
televised appeals to feed hungry children, a 
well-known Catholic charity and a group run 
by the son of evangelist Billy Graham, accord­
ing to the State Department. Conservative 
Christian allies of the president are pressing 
the US. foreign aid agency to give fewer dollars 
to groups that distribute condoms or work 
with prostitutes. Secular organizations in 
Africa are raising concerns that new money to 
groups without AIDS experience may dilute 
the impact of Bush’s historic three-year-old 
program. “The notion that because people 
have always received aid money that they’ll get 

money needs to end,” Deputy US. global AIDS 
coordinator Mark Dybul said in an interview 
with the Associated Press. Most of the money 
in Bush’s initiative goes to treatment pro­
grams, earning the administration praise for 
delivering lifesaving drugs and care to millions 
of HIV-infected patients. For prevention, Bush 
embraces the “ABC” strategy: abstinence 
before marriage, being faithful to one partner, 
and condoms targeted for high-risk activity 
The Republican-led Congress mandated that 
one-third of prevention money be reserved for 
abstinence and fidelity Condom promotion to 
anyone must include abstinence and fidelity 
messages, U.S. guidelines say but those preach­
ing abstinence do not have to provide condom 
education. Six congressional Democrats, in a 
letter last week to Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice, accused the conservatives of 
a distortion campaign that undermines a bal­
anced approach to fighting AIDS.

Wash, governor signs 
gay, trans rights bill
OLYMPIA, Wash. — A gay and transgender 
rights measure passed the state Senate Jan. 27 
and was signed into law four days later by Gov. 
Chris Gregoire, a Democrat. The passage of the 
legislation was a major victory for gay rights 
activists who have watched the measure fail in 
the Legislature for nearly 30 years, including 
last year when it fell one vote short in the Senate 
after passing the House. This time around, the 
measure squeaked through the Senate on a 25-23 
vote, with a lone Republican joining majority 
Democrats. The measure adds sexual orienta­
tion and gender identity to a state law that bans 
discrimination in housing, employment and 
insurance. With passage, Washington becomes 
the 17th state with a gay rights law and the sev­
enth to pass protections based on gender identi­
ty The bill passed the House the previous week 
on a 60-37 vote. The law is scheduled to take 
effect in June, 90 days after the end of the leg­
islative session. Opponents are threatening to 
gather signatures to put the issue up for a ballot 
referendum. If they gather enough signatures 
by a June 7 deadline, the new law would be 
frozen until a November vote.

From staff and wire reports
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Gay gamers protest
harassment policy

By ALEXANDER SUWINSKI

Sara Andrews thought it was a mis­
understanding when she received an e- 
mail from a game master in Blizzard 
Entertainment’s popular online role 
playing game “World of Warcraft” cit­
ing her for harassment based on sexual 
orientation.

Andrews had posted a message that 
she was recruiting for a “GLBT friend­
ly” guild in a general chat channel with­
in the game. Believing that her notice 
had been accidentally flagged, she e- 
mailed Blizzard to correct the problem. 
Blizzard, to Andrews’ surprise, upheld 
its decision.

Blizzard’s policy on sexual orientation 

Popular 'World of 
Warcraft' game bars 
term 'GLBT'

Some gay fans of the popular 'World of Warcraft' 
online game are protesting the site's policy barring 
use of the term 'GLBT'

harassment, which is set forth in the 
game’s terms of use and cited in the e-mail 
to Andrews reads, “This category includes 
both clear and masked language which 
insultingly refers to any aspect of sexual 
orientation pertaining to themselves or 
other players.”

When word of the citation got out, 
Blizzard Entertainment was inundated 
on its message boards and last week 
released a statement defending the poli­
cy but saying it would rewrite portions, 
and that the company would clarify the 
policy’s enforcement with its online 
game monitors.

The statement, posted Jan. 27 on the 
site’s message boards, said that use of 
the term “GLBT” was not allowed, 
because it has a “tendency to result in 
communication that often breaks down 
into harassment.”

Rather than diffusing the controversy, 
the message fueled it further.

“Does this mean I should report people 
who mention their wives and children?” 
asked a character named Artos on the 
boards.

Andrews said she was not satisfied 
with the statement.

“Blizzard has yet to address the fact that 
I never violated the policy,” claimed 
Andrews, “as it was stated at the time the 
citation was given. I did not violate the pol­
icy as it was written at the time that I 
agreed to it”

Andrews said she plans to cancel her 
membership to World of Warcraft 
because of the way the incident has been 
handled.

cussions area concerning the topic. The 
controversy has even spilled over into 
game play.

During the weekend while play was 
under way on the website, which is the 
world’s largest massively multiplayer 
online role-playing game (MMORPG), it 
was reported there was a wedding at 
which several characters showed up to 
protest people flaunting their hetero­
sexuality.

The original posting by Andrews that 
led to the flap was fairly innocuous: “OZ 
[the name of her guild] is recruiting all lev­
els — We are not ‘GLBT only’ but we are 
‘GLBT friendly’! (guildimiverse.com/oz).”

Blizzard’s stance was clear that 
recruiting for a guild using “GLBT” was 
inappropriate as, the company said, it 
may “incite certain responses in other 
players that will allow for discussion that 
we feel has no place in our game.”

Two large gay guilds, Stonewall 
Champions and Spreading Taint, have 
expressed displeasure at the incident.

“Of particular concern to us is that 
the policy in practice punishes players 
for hypothetical harassment at the 
hands of another. This is not only a 
GLBT issue; but one which could easily 
escalate to impact guilds who are fami­
ly-friendly, religious, geographical, or 
recruit gamers of a certain age,” the 
gay guilds wrote.

“Silencing a guild that is seeking 
friendly new members is not a satisfac­

Flaunting heterosexuality?
As of Jan. 31, there were more than 

2,500 postings in the online general dis­

tory preventative for harassment. 
Rules should exist to punish the 
harasser, not those who may be 
harassed.”
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Houston Equal Rights Alliance taps field director
Gay-rights activist 
previously fought to 
defeat Proposition 2
By ERIC ERVIN

Houstonian Emily Langdon is no 
stranger to fighting for gay rights and 
other political issues. During the last 
presidential elections, she worked with 
the Howard Dean campaign.

Langdon, who last year joined gay­
rights groups in the fight to defeat a state 
constitutional ban on same-sex mar­
riages, was recently hired as the first- 
ever field director for the Houston Equal 
Rights Alliance.

“I’m really excited about it,” Langdon 
says. “We would like to build this huge 
power base so we could monitor things 
such as gay marriage and anti-bullying 
policies in schools.”

Langdon said her long-term goal is to 
establish the alliance as an “umbrella” 
organization for the many different gay 
organizations in the Houston area. She 
believes the city’s many gay organiza­
tions are separated, with a lot officials 
not knowing each other.

“When I came to Houston I noticed 
that everyone was so fragmented,” 
Langdon says.

Langdon says her immediate plans are 
to establish voter registrars, voter regis­
tration drives and develop a new website 
for the organization, which is formerly 
Equality Knocks-Houston.

The group consists of individuals and 
organizations committed to promoting 
equality and respect for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender people. 
Alliance partners include Equality 
Texas, which is formerly the 
Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas, the 
Houston GLBT Political Caucus, the 
Houston GLBT Community Center and 
the Foundation for Marriage Equality.

Key role
Langdon, 23, who is a lesbian, is a 

founding member of the alliance, and 
previously served as a board member.

O MORE INFO
Houston Equal Right Alliance 
3400 Montrose, Suite 207 
Houston, Texas 77006 
713-522-4372 
www.houstonERA.org

Emily Langdon, 23, has 
become field director of 
the Houston Equal Rights 
Alliance, overseeing the 
organization's day-to-day 
operations.

She will oversee the organization’s day- 
to-day operations and work on voter 
identification, volunteer management, 
office management and fund-raising 
projects.

Langdon also volunteered for the 
alliance’s predecessor project, Equality 
Knocks. Officials said she has devoted a 
lot of time to the organization and its 
projects.

“We are extremely pleased that Emily 
has taken on the role of field director,” 
says April Ayers, alliance vice president. 
“Emily has played a key role in the 
launch of the Houston Equal Rights 
Alliance.

“Her experience with both HERA and 
No Nonsense in November give her a 
wealth of knowledge to push forward 
with our voter identification efforts,” she 
says.

Ayers says Langdon’s hiring fulfills 
the alliance’s primary objective of devel­
oping and mentoring youth leadership.

Voter identification
Hiring a field director will enable the 

Houston Equal Rights Alliance to focus 
on identifying gay-supportive voters 
before the next gay rights battle hits the 
ballot box, according to Tammi Wallace, 
HERA president.

The group “is dedicated to continuing 
voter identification work in Houston and 
the hiring of a field director reflects our 
commitment to this critical work in the 
Houston community,” Wallace says. “We 
see this as one of the top priorities for the 

organization in terms of fulfilling the 
mission set forth by the board.

“If we are to hold legislators account­
able, educate the public about our lives 
and stories, and change the political land­
scape locally, then we can’t engage in 
voter identification in crisis mode such 
as when responding to anti-gay legisla­
tion,” she says.

Langdon was one of two Houston 
area field coordinators for the No 
Nonsense in November group. The 
group, which was headed by gay former 
state representative Glen Maxey of 
Austin, unsuccessfully fought to defeat 
Proposition 2 last year.

The state constitutional amendment to 
ban same-sex marriages passed by more 
than 76 percent of the voters who went to 
the polls. Less than 24 percent of voters 
opposed it. Statewide voter turnout 
reached 17.81 percent, which was one of 
the largest since Gov. Rick Perry’s Tort 
Reform measure.

The amendment defines marriage as 
only the union between a man and a 
woman.

“The campaign was really stressful,” 
Langdon says.

In preparation for the March primary 
election, Langdon said the group will 
soon canvass neighborhoods to gauge 
voters’ opinions on gay issues, such as 
marriage rights.

The work must be ongoing, Wallace 
agrees.

“Voter identification work must be in 
progress every day of the year in our 
community,” Wallace says. “Voter identi­

fy Emily Langdon
Age: 23
Birthplace: Stonybrook, New York
Occupation: Field director, Houston Equal
Rights Alliance
Education: Bachelor's degree in political science 
from the University of Houston
Relationship status: Single
Pets: One dog named Foxy
Hobbies: Knitting, walking, reading and sudoku 
puzzles.

fication work is most effective on an 
ongoing basis when it’s embraced by the 
community as a key effort to fight for gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender civil 
rights.

“This is one more example of how 
HERA continues to offer individuals and 
organizations in the community an 
opportunity to participate at a local level 
in the fight for GLBT civil rights.”

Last year, the alliance compiled a data­
base of 45,000 voters who support their 
mission of equal rights for everyone 
thanks to voter identification efforts.

'Plenty of passion'
Langdon received a bachelor’s degree 

in political science from the University of 
Houston in 2005. Originally from 
Stonybrook, N.Y., Langdon said she is tak­
ing a year-long break from school before 
returning to New York to study law. She 
plans to attend City University of New 
York.

In her spare time, Langdon says she 
looks for new hobbies. She recently start­
ing to knit, and likes to take walks in the 
park, read and solve Sudoku puzzles.

“I’m trying very hard to be social, but 
my friends always give me a hard time,” 
she says. “They don’t count voter regis­
tration [drives] at a bar as really going 
out.

“I’m open to new hobby suggestions.”
Alliance officials said Langdon is 

extremely passionate about the fight for 
civil rights for gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender people.

Langdon considers her work with the 
No Nonsense in November group good 
experience that can be applied with the 
Houston alliance.

“It was something that I was really 
interested in doing,” she said. “I had 
plenty of time, plenty of passion.”

Alliance officials say because of 
Langdon s hiring, the group’s offices 
will be open daily. They encourage peo­
ple to drop by to meet Langdon and learn 
more about the the group’s goals and 
future plans.
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(Photos by Dalton DeHart)

Entertainer Rick Comeaux, Fiona Dawson, Robert Bunch, Hanna Hall, Barbara Shoemaker, entertainer 
Jerry Atwood and Dan Snare at a fund-raiser benefiting Bering Omega Community Health Services.
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Gay candidate Jeff 
Cook (center),who is 
running for a seat in 
Congress for New 
York's 19th 
Congressional District, 
was recently in 
Houston for a fund­
raiser. Cook is joined 
by Alex Martinez, 
Barbara Mills and 
David Arpin.

Aaron Masterson, 
Alain Rambert, 
Chris Erickson, Joe 
Zoellers, Mike 
Collins and Parker 
Langley at the 
Bayou City Boys 
Club’s kickoff party 
to mark the start 
of the group's 
2006 fund-raising 
season.

Those opposing President Bush came out in force Tuesday night as part of 'The 
World Can't Wait' rally at KHOU-Channel 11 studios.
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Mourning the loss of a true leader
Coretta Scott King was more than an advocate for gay rights 
or black civil rights. She was a true advocate of human rights.
By MUBARAK DAHIR

HEN CORETTA SCOTT King 
died in her sleep overnight on 
Jan. 30 at age 78, America lost 
one of its most eloquent and 
forceful activists for gay and 
lesbian rights.

That statement might sur­
prise some readers, and anger 

others, who primarily remember Mrs. King, 
the wife of slain civil rights leader Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., as a black civil 
rights heroine.

But for more than a decade, Mrs. King 
was also an unflinching advocate for the 
equal treatment of gay and lesbian people. 
She spoke out against the ban on gays in 
the military testified on behalf of the 
Employment Nondiscrimination Act, and 
came out in favor of allowing same-sex 
couples to marry

She repeatedly addressed gay and les­
bian rights groups and rallies, and spoke 
valiantly in support of gay causes.

Even when it was controversial and 
unpopular among other black civil rights 
leaders, Mrs. King did not waiver. Indeed, 
members of her own family remain split 
on the issue of gay rights, with some 
descendants of Martin Luther King Jr. 
vocally opposed.

Some black leaders, many of whom 
have their roots in the black churches, con­
tinue to organize actively against gay 
rights, supposedly on moral grounds. 
Some of them even use Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s name in their crusades.

But no one knew the late civil rights 
leader like his own wife, and she adamant­
ly maintained that the principles she and 
her husband established and fought for all 
their lives must apply to all groups, includ­
ing gay and lesbian people.

“I still hear people say that I should not 
be talking about the rights of lesbian and 
gay people and I should stick to the issue of 
racial justice,” she said in March 1998. 
“But I hasten to remind them that Martin 
Luther King Jr. said, ‘Injustice anywhere 
is a threat to justice everywhere.’

“I appeal to everyone who believes in 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream to make 
room at the table of brother and sisterhood 
for lesbian and gay people.”

Her history and her standing in the 
African-American community made her a 
particularly formidable ally. While many 
African-American leaders virulently 
oppose equating the black civil rights

w
movement and the gay rights movement, 
Mrs. King embraced the obvious parallels.

“Homophobia is like racism and anti- 
Semitism and other forms of bigotry in that 
it seeks to dehumanize a large group of peo­
ple, to deny their humanity their dignity and 
personhood,” she said in a speech in Chicago 
in April 1998, just days before the 30th 
anniversary of her late husband’s assassina­
tion. “I’ve always felt that homophobic atti­
tudes and policies were unjust and unworthy 
of a free society and must be opposed by all 
Americans who believe in democracy”

Though the phrase “human rights” is 
perhaps so over-used today as to have lost its 
meaning, Mrs. King was a true champion of 
that notion. And she made it clear that her 
vision included gay and lesbian people.

“Freedom from discrimination based 
on sexual orientation is surely a funda­
mental human right in any great democra­
cy, as much as freedom from racial, reli­
gious, gender or ethnic discrimination,” 
she remarked in a speech at the November 
2000 Creating Change conference, a gay 
rights convention held annually by the 
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force.

CORETTA SCOTT FELT THE SCOURGE OF 
discrimination from the very beginning of 
her life. Born on a farm in Marion, Ala., in 
1927, she and other black children were 
forced to walk five miles each way to 
attend a one-room school house, while 
white children rode buses to an all-white 
school closer to their homes.

But the young woman excelled in her 
studies and in coUege joined the civil rights 
movement, becoming a student member of 
the NAACP and the school’s Race Relations 
and Civil Liberties Committees.

It was later in Boston she met a theolo­
gy student named Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and they subsequently married and moved 
to Montgomery, Ala. From there, Coretta 
Scott King held a front row seat in the 
tumultuous civil rights movement.

After her husband’s death, she founded 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for 
Nonviolent Social Change. She authored an 
autobiography, remained active in politics, 
and campaigned to have Martin Luther 
King Day established as a national holiday

And along her path, she became an outspo­
ken advocate for gay and lesbian civil rights.

IT WOULD NOT DO MRS. KING JUSTICE, 
however, to simply call her a gay and les­
bian rights advocate. Nor would it be 
enough to say only that she had been a

ic-

giant in the black civil rights movement.
Mrs. King, like her husband, was one of 

those truly inspirational leaders who tran­
scended the “me, me, me”, that is too ram­
pant in much of contemporary political 
activism, including in the gay movement.

But I fear in her death that too many gays, 
thrilled that such a stalwart championed our 
cause, may miss her larger message.

If part of Mrs. King’s legacy is to call 
anti-gay black leaders on their homopho­
bia, so too should she stand as a reminder 
to gays to confront the racism that lingers 
in our own ranks.

For almost two years now, I have lived in 
a predominantly black neighborhood. I 
have been shocked at the not-so-subtle 
racism of many of my gay friends and 
acquaintances who come to visit. Sadly, 
unlike Mrs. King, it appears that too many 
gay men and lesbians fail to see the con­
nections that all of us who face discrimi­
nation share.

As Mrs. King remarked at a news confer­
ence in June 1994, while speaking out in favor 
of the Employment Nondiscrinlination Act: 
“Freedom and justice cannot be parceled out 
in pieces to suit political convenience. I don’t 
believe you can stand for freedom for one 
group of people and deny it to others.”

And Mrs. King never 
did.

Mubarak Dahir is 
editor of the Express 

Gay News, a publication 
affiliated with this paper, and 
can be reached at
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OIIW CHRISTOPHER STEVENS
Why is anyone upset by what 'American

Idol' judges say? We ought to congratulate 

them for saying it in complete sentences.

'Idol' worship doesn't 
serve gay movement
ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE LIFE 
skills a person can learn is how to choose his 
battles. If you have any personality at all, 
you are going to make enemies. You can try 
to fight all of them, but it may be a strain.

Think of it in terms of energy conser­
vation. In the same way that you can 
close the doors and shut off the heat to 
unused rooms to save on gas during the 
winter, you can look at your enemies and 
concentrate your energies on fighting the 
ones who actually hurt you.

Take Rev. Fred Phelps of Topeka, Kan., 
for example. Gay people get their knickers 
in a knot over his protests at the funerals 
of people who died from AIDS complica­
tions, but is it worth it?

Yes, the man’s a whack-job, but this is 
generally recognized by everyone. For all 
his lunatic ranting, he’s never really 
affected anything, except to get his gay 
targets all hysterical, which must be very 
rewarding for him. Take his reward away. 
Ignore him. He’s not worth noticing.

THE SAME GOES FOR THE RECENT 
snit over some perceived insults on 
“American Idol.” I don’t partake of 
“Idolatry,” myself. All I’ve seen of it are bits 
caught while channel surfing, and snips 
foisted off as “news” on other programs, 

and this is still more of it than I need. So I 
didn’t see the offending episodes, but it 
sounds like a tsunami in a soda can to me.

But apparently, poor little Zachary 
Travis auditioned by attempting to sing 
Whitney Houston’s “Queen of the Night” 
(points off right there, if I were a judge). 
Sporting high heels, a girl’s blouse and a 
decidedly feminine hair-don’t, Travis 
informed the judges that he’s often 
amused when asked if he’s a girl.

So Randy Jackson asked and — whad- 
dya know? — Travis was not amused. You 
go, girl! No, really, please go. Now.

“We” (meaning the Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation, because they speak for 
all of us, don’t they?) are upset about that 
exchange, along with Simon Cowell’s advice to 
another effeminate male contestant: “Shave 
off your beard and wear a dress. You would be 
a great female impersonator”

Again, I did not see this performance, but 
this sounds like valuable career advice to me.

At worst, these are slights, and from 
some truly slight people. Jackson and 
Cowell are bitter, snotty media turds, who 
never even had performance careers.

Raida Abdul did, but probably should­
n’t have. Sure she could dance, but vocally 
she was the Florence Foster Jenkins of 
the ‘80s, and what’s she done since then?
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WHY IS ANYONE UPSET BY ANYTHING 
these deeply unimportant media whores 
say? They ought to be congratulated for 
managing to say it in complete sentences.

A very wise person (Lisa Simpson) once 
said, “You’ll never go broke appealing to the 
lowest common denominator.” And 
‘American Idol” is LCD TV if ever there was.

All the contestants go into it expecting to 
be insulted. The audience tunes in expecting 
to hear insults. (If they were smarter, the 
audience would feel insulted, too, but if they 
were smarter, they wouldn’t be watching.)

Why does anyone get upset when the 
insults occur, whether they’re germane or 
not? There are only so many ways of 
telling someone she can’t carry a tune in 
a bucket, or that he has a voice like a cat 
in a blender, and then you have to find 
something else to insult.

“Idol” is, of course, not a talent show. It’s 
a freak show — a form of entertainment 
never known for its political correctness.

It’s also not important, like for example 
the easy confirmation of a satanically 

conservative Supreme Court justice. It is 
not the refusal by some Bay Area teachers 
to post school district-mandated GLBT 
“safe space” signs because of their reli­
gious beliefs.

It is not Bill O’Reilly (who deserves air 
time about as much as the “Idol” judges 
do) comparing issuing gay people mar­
riage licenses to giving blind people dri­
ver’s licenses.

These are insults worth getting riled 
about, from enemies worth the energy it 
takes to fight them. If we concentrate our ire 
on the battles that really matter and the ene­
mies who can really hurt us, we can drive 
the Alitos, the O’Reillys and the Bushes run­
ning from the stage, weeping in the shame 
and mortification they so richly deserve.

They are un-American idols, and we 
cannot let them win.

Christopher Stevens is an Atlanta-based 
writer and designer and can be reached at 

boyohboy@mindspring.com.

the approval Wi

Judge Samuel Alito 
to the Supreme 
Court would mean 
for gay men and 
lesbians in America?

I believe it's another step 
towards the reduction of the 
few civil liberties our communi­
ty has been able to achieve over 
the decades. It's time for all 
GLBT community members to 
be fully aware of our history, 
get out, vote and be heard.

ANDRIENNE BROWN, 44
Houston 
Banker

Sadly, Alito isn't leading anyone 
to believe he is out to uphold 
the constitutional rights of any­
one, especially the underdog. It 
is no secret how President Bush 
feels about the community, and 
with Alito approved he would 
have one more pal to further 
ensure his conservative, Bush­
power agenda. It won't be a 
good thing.

ANGELA GIOIA, 40
Houston

Artist

Alito's confirmation will likely 
not be good for us. Anytime a 
conservative closet-case is in a 
position of political power, the 
GLBT community will always be 
at a disadvantage.

COLIN MITCHELL, 27
Houston 

Recruitment consultant

I do not believe he will actively 
do anything to hinder gay and 
lesbian rights, but in the same 
sense he will not actively sup­
port gay and lesbian rights. I 
feel his approval would simply 
continue what is already in 
place, which needs a lot of 
growth and education in the 
human rights agenda.

D. WOODWARD, 47
Houston 

Relocation specialist

Time will tell, but given his track 
record with answers that go back 
and forth, I am very concerned it 
will not be good. I am concerned 
with Alito's presence on the high 
court, which in my estimation 
will undoubtedly shift the court 
too far to the right The Human 
Rights Campaign says Alito is the 
right-wing choice the Republicans 
have been waiting for. I'm afraid 
that in the end, he will be no 
friend of ours. I hope I’m wrong.

RICHARD GRABER, 36
Cleveland, Ohio 

r Grants specialist

Sound off about what's happening in your world at www.houstonvoice.com/soundoff. Interviews and photos by Dalton DeHart
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STRICT CONFIDENTIALITY

ENDLESS FINANCIAL OPTIONS

CALL & GET APPROVED IN 20 MINUTES FREE

281-658-7220

Presented by Rev. Ralph Lasher

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church
2025 West 11th St - Houston, Texas 77008 (713) 861-9149 

www.resurrectionmcc.org

Rev. Lasher has written and lectured widely on this subject.

This presentation is free and open to the community

Attendees are asked to bring a Bible 
(Old and New Testaments).
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BAD CREDIT EXPERTS
• Many “NO MONEY DOWN” Programs
• ZERO DOWN on Rentai/lnvestment Property
• Home Loans Down to a 500 Credit Score
• No Income Verification Loans
• Call us about our $1,000 Move In
• Bankruptcy, Repo. Collections... We Can Help

“Many Americans, especially parents, still 
have deep concerns about the direction of our 
culture, and the health of our most basic institu­
tions. They are concerned about unethical con­
duct by public officials, and discouraged by 
activist courts that try to redefine marriage.”

President Bush equating same-sex marriage 
with recent GOP scandals involving lobbyists and 
lawmakers (State of the Union address, Jan. 31)

“You’ll know them by their fruits.”
Sen. Sam Brownback (R-Kan.), using a bibli­

cal reference to criticize countries like Sweden 
that have legalized same-sex marriage (Rolling 
Stone magazine)

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits.”

Matthew 7:15-16, the biblical passage paraphrased by Brownback

“While this biblical passage was pertinent to our overall conversation about faith 
and deeds, it apparently led the writer to believe I was making a joke. I was not and 
would never do so with such a personal and sensitive issue.”

Brownback, who has advocated for a constitutional amendment to ban gay marriage, 
in a statement clarifying the remark (Jan. 30)
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“You turn this nation over to the fags, 
and our soldiers come home in body bags.”

Shirley Phelps-Roper, daughter of anti- 
gay crusader Rev. Fred Phelps, on her efforts 
to protest at funerals of U.S. soldiers killed in 
Iraq; five states are considering bans on such 
demonstrations (Washington Post, Jan. 30)

“I’m not certain that there’s ever been 
a film that has a gay romance that’s been 
embraced this way. But... the film is 
about a lot more than that. I’ve said this 
before, but it’s sort of like saying 
‘Lonesome Dove’ is just a story about a 
cattle drive.”

Diana Ossana, nominated with Larry 
McMurtry for adapted screenplay for 
“Brokeback Mountain”; the duo won the 
Golden Globe (Associated Press, Jan. 31)

“I didn’t know there were so many gay people out there. Everywhere, they turn up. 
More importantly, I think I’m amazed how people everywhere have had the sensitivity 
to want to get into the complexity of the issue, the probability of love, the illusion of 
love, all those things.”

“Brokeback Mountain” director Arig Lee on audience response to the film, which led 
all films with eight Oscar nominations announced this week (Associated Press, Jan. 31)

“Brad has asked his people to find him a script to play a gay man. He’s seen the crit­
ical acclaim that ‘Brokeback Mountain’ has won and he wants a piece of it. He wants it 
to be a story that appeals to both men and women and he wants it to be the edgiest 
work he’s done.”

An unnamed source about Brad Pitt’s reaction to the accolades rolling in for 
“Brokeback” (Sun, Feb. 1)

“I still hear people say that I 
should not be talking about the 
rights of lesbian and gay people 
and I should stick to the issue of 
racial justice.... But I hasten to 
remind them that Martin Luther 
King Jr. said, ‘Injustice any­
where is a threat to justice 
everywhere.’... I appeal to every­
one who believes in Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s dream to make 
room at the table of brotherhood 
and sisterhood for lesbian and 
gay people.”

Coretta Scott King, who died 
this week at the age of 78, at the 
25th anniversary event for the 
Lambda Legal Defense & 
Miration Fund (March 31, 1998)
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By RYAN LEE

io

Bourbon Pub & Parade
www.bourbonpub.com

GAY HOSTS EXPECT A HIGH DEMAND 
for hotel rooms among gay tourists who 
descend on New Orleans to listen to an 
all-star line-up of DJs at various clubs 
and take part in Mardi Gras’ signature 
debauchery at wild annual events with 
gay visitors in mind.

In December, the city lifted the curfew 
for residents, so all of the gay bars are 
again open 24 hours. For Mardi Gras, the 
Bourbon Pub & Parade bar features the 
return of DJ Joe Gauthreaux to his home­
town, as well as top-rate spinners includ­
ing Lydia Prim and Max Rodriguez.

At Oz New Orleans, drag queens Lisa 
Beauman, Coca and Vivica kick off the 
Mardi Gras festivities, and DJ Kimberly 
S. as well as Atlanta’s own David Knapp 
are also scheduled to perform sets there.

Two of the most talked about events 
for gay revelers are the “Dick of Mardi 
Gras” contest at Cafe Lefitte in Exile, the 
wet underwear contest at Good Friends.

Oz New Orleans
www.ozneworleans.com

Rawhide, Good Friends and Cafe Lafitte
www.woodenterprises.com 

Even after Katrina, gay revelers are sure to join the 
fray of Mardi Gras in New Orleans later this month.

tractors helping with recovery, Priez says.
Lodgings for Mardi Gras are often 

sold a year or more in advance. Priez 
says rooms this year are still available —
but selling out quickly She says prospec­
tive tourists should contact the New 
Orleans Convention & Visitors Bureau for 
help finding a place to stay

“Everyday, [hotels] put more rooms 
into inventory once they’ve been repaired, 
so even if someone called their favorite 
hotel last week and they said they didn’t 
have any rooms, they should still give us a 
call because the number of rooms is sort 
of a moving target,” she says.

O MORE INFO
Mardi Gras
Feb. 22-28
New Orleans French Quarter
www.gaymardigras.com

MardL Gras 
miracle
New Orleans' biggest party emerges from 
Katrina with gay bars, events still intact.

JUST BECAUSE THE FRENCH QUARTER 
was spared Katrina’s wrath didn’t auto­
matically mean Mardi Gras would 
resume in 2006, Priez says.

“[Having Mardi Gras] was a very sen­
sitive issue, because there were many of 
our friends and relatives who haven’t 
come home yet,” Priez says. “But Mardi 
Gras is probably one of the first oppor­
tunities for people to reunite with the 
family and friends back home, if only 
for an extended weekend.

“It’s really important for Mardi Gras 
this year that people take a break from 
cleaning up their homes, and doing 
repairs, and come together to see that 
New Orleans is really starting to move 
forward,” she continues.

The city does not conduct scientific cal­
culations of the Mardi Gras crowds, but 
unofficial estimates in recent years average 
as many as 1 million people in and around 
the French Quarter on Fat Tuesday

“It’s very difficult to estimate how 

many people are going to attend this 
year,” Priez says. “But we’ve said we 
would be absolutely thrilled to have one- 
third of the usual crowd.”

This year marks the 150th anniver­
sary of parades being incorporated into 
Mardi Gras, and organizers have been 
planning the sesquicentennial festivities 
for more than two years. They aren’t 
going to let the remnants of Katrina ruin 
their plans, Priez says.

“While Mardi Gras may be smaller 
this year, the pageantry is not going to be 
lacking in any way,” says Priez, who notes 
that the regular Fat Tuesday parade route 
was altered because of the storm.

“[The new route] is one of the areas of 
New Orleans that wasn’t affected by flood­
ing, so it looks really good,” she says. “It’s 
the most popular parade route throughout 
the year anyway, so it really makes sense.”

Who could 'Imagine' 
In a lesbian Brokeback Mountain', 
a bride falls in love with a florist and 
they make out on a bed of roses.

Page 14

out — it’s been untouched,” Chisholm 
says. “Were we nervous about Mardi Gras 
not happening? Hell yeah, but we’re feel­
ing very good about it now.”

Most people who visited New Orleans 
during the past few months were sur­
prised by the “very dramatic” difference 
between the devastated areas that are 
broadcast on TV and the more touristy 
areas like the French Quarter that avoid­
ed major damage, says Kim Priez, vice 
president of tourism for the New Orleans 
Convention & Visitors Bureau.

“It really is the tale of two cities, 
where one-half of the city looks devastat­
ed, but the other area looks like a bad 
wind storm hit and everything’s been 
repaired,” Priez says.

Mardi Gras week this year is Feb. 22 
through Fat Tuesday, Feb. 28, leading up to 
Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.

WHERE THERE HAS BEEN MUCH 
sorrow and misery, there soon will once 
again be music and revelry

Shortly after Hurricane Katrina leveled 
the Gulf Coast last August, few outsiders 
imagined that New Orleans could recover 
quickly enough to host this year’s Mardi 
Gras, the city’s most famous annual event.

But they underestimated the steel of 
Crescent City residents, says Ken 
Grandepre, general manager of Wood 
Enterprises, which operates gay bars and 
gay-popular eateries in New Orleans.

“The people of New Orleans are differ­
ent than the people anywhere else — they 
have a strong will,” Grandepre says. “Any 
true New Orleanian would’ve told you 
there was no way we wouldn’t be back in 
time for Mardi Gras.”

Party promoter Johnny Chisholm, who 
owns the gay dance club Oz New Orleans, 
returned to the city four days after 
Katrina. He says he was astonished by how 
intact much of the heart of the city was.

“It’s not all great, but as far as the 
French Quarter and the Business District, 
it’s almost like you can carve that area

SOME GAY BAR OWNERS ARE A BIT 
more optimistic about the size of this 
year’s Mardi Gras crowd, but they are 
starting to express concerns about 
where out-of-towners are going to stay.

“Our biggest problem right now is lodg­
ing,” Grandepre says. “I know a lot of hotels 
and Bed & Breakfasts are telling these 
FEMA people and contractors they need to 
be out by Mardi Gras; they need the spaces.”

There were about 24,000 hotel rooms 
available post-Katrina, but all but about 
10,000 of those rooms are occupied by con- 
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gasoline on the outside. Page 13

DISH: Former Green Beret comes forward and claims he had a 
man-on-man tryst with a former 'American Ido! star. Page 15
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After filling the gas tank of your vehicle, 

fill up on some outstanding Greek food 

at Stelio's Deli, which is located inside a gas station.

Dining on empty
STELIOS DELI IS LOCATED IN A GAS 
station. No, not a former gas station 
that’s been renovated into a restaurant, 
but one currently in operation with 
pumps and a fully stocked mini mart 
inside.

When Steve’s Automotive needed more 
space, the owner moved across the street to 
some larger digs. With room in the old loca­
tion and a woeful lack of Greek dehcatessens 
in the Galleria area, Stelio’s Deli was born.

The sandwich shop is located inside the 
convenience store attached to the service 
station. You order at a small counter in 
the back and can watch the cooks prepare 
your food while you wait.

The menu is extensive, offering every­
thing from breakfast to hamburgers to 
Greek specialties. It seems fairly straight­
forward, but this is a new venture and not 
everything is available. In addition, it’s 
not offered in the same format as the menu 
and a few deli favorites are not yet offered.

But don’t worry about the menu confu­
sion. What counts is the food and it’s out­
standing.

The gyros ($4.95 sandwich/$8.50 plate) 
are exceptional. Thin sliced, spicy, tender 
gyro meat is served with a thick, soft and 
warm pita. Add some lettuce and tomato 
slices and a bit of their tangy, creamy 
tzatziki sauce and it feels like you’ve hit 
the Greek jackpot.

The same goes for the excellent chicken 
kabobs ($4.95 sandwich/$8.50 plate). 
Chunks of marinated white meat chicken 
on skewers alternate with onion and bell 
pepper. First it’s cooked on a grill over 
flames and then finished on the griddle. 
The meat is tender, with a subtle hint of 
oregano and garlic.

On a recent visit, off-the-menu beef 
kabobs were made up, sitting in the cooler 
ready to be cooked. After some confusion 
regarding what exactly came on the kabob 
plate, I asked to substitute one chicken 
kabob for beef. It’s no problem to substi­
tute, but not something I’d do again. The 
beef was overcooked and a little tough.

THE GYROS AND KABOBS COME WITH 
French fries, thick cut and cooked fresh 
to order. Sprinkled with a little fla­
vored salt, they’re outstanding.
Somehow they even manage to avoid 
the dreaded sogginess that plagues less­
er fries after a trip home.

The robust and meaty moussaka 
($9 25) is a fine version of this classic 
Greek dish. The eggplant retains its 
skin, giving it a chunky texture. A hint 
of allspice adds sweetness and the 
mashed potato topping is light but sub­
stantial. It’s perhaps a tad salty, but the

Stelio's Deli offers Greek favorites in a gas station.

spicy tomato sauce on top makes up for 
any shortcomings.

The moussaka is served with Greek 
potatoes roasted in olive oil with a hint of 
lemon and topped with plenty of oregano. 
Tender inside and slightly crisp outside, 
they’re a delight.

Be sure to save a little room for 
dessert. The flaky baklava ($2.75) is full 
of walnuts and cinnamon. The slices are 
generous and it’s the perfect ending to a 
Greek meal.

Stelio’s Deli is new and it shows. The 
young staff is unfailingly friendly and 
helpful, but they can’t always answer 
questions or prepare a plate properly. 
Sometimes it works out in your favor, like 
the time they mistakenly added a stuffed 
grape leaf to my salad—it’s one of the best 
I’ve ever tasted. But often it’s just confus­
ing, like not knowing the price of a dish or 
what’s included with it.

The dine-in options are also limited, 
with three tables for two and a counter 
with five stools. Sitting in the mini mart 
makes for interesting people watching 
though, as customers wander in and out, 
many of them discovering the deli for the 
first time.

And like most first time visitors, 
they’re impressed when they take that 
first bite. The food at Stelio’s Deli is out­
standing and the people are friendly.

Stelio's Deli
5216 Richmond
Houston, Texas77056
713-622-2625 • www.steliosdeli.com

Food: »l w w 1/2 
Service: »l !•! w 
Scene: »l !•!
Value: »l !•! m »i

r = Stay home and eat cereal 
»l l®l = Well, if you really must 
W »l W = Fine for all but the finicky 
W »l I® W =Worth more than a 

20-minute drive
••I m !•! T® W =As good as you'll 

find in this city
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WINNER
ST ACTRESS
FELICITY HUFFMAN

DY THIS YEAR
ARMOND WHITE

ATTENTION ACADEMY AND GUILD MEMBERS: YOUR CARD WILL ADMIT YOU AND A GUEST TO ANY PERFORMANCE (SUBJECT TO SEATING AVAILABILITY).

Fort Lauderdale Real Estate
ANDY WEISER
Put Coldwell Banker’s
Top Producer to work for You

954-560-9667
BANKeRO

www.AndyWeiser.com,

asalazarl 88@houston.rr.com

INSURED & BONDED

SERVING 
HOUSTON'S 
INNER LOOP

t: 832.338.8307
f: 713.636.9473

professional pet sitting services

ALEXIS SALAZAR, owner

CEKKKK!
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. Octavio Barrios. M.D

Gay owned and operated!

See before and after pictures at www.skmrenaissance.net

Skin Rejuvenation for 
Wrinkles • Rosacea • Melasma 

Brown Spots/Blemishes 
Facial Sagging • Face Veins

Also.
Hair Removal ♦ Acne (active & scars) 

laser Pee I/Resurfacing
Botoxy • Restylane* • Radiesse™ ♦ Scuiptra™

Give Yourself the Gift of Beauty...

5 or 10 years younger

Call now for your 
FREE consultation

713.942.SKIN (7546)
106 Westheimer at Bagby

vvvValentines Special*** 50% OFF! “E.*
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RALPH NATASHA VANESSA LYNN HIROYUKI

CALLTHEATRE FOR 
SHOWTIMES AND 

SOUND INFORMATION.

CINEMARK
CINEMARK@MARKCT ST.
Six Pines Rd.@Lake Robbins 
800-FANDANGO (2117)

FIENNES RICHARDSON REDGRAVE REDGRAVE SANADA

“TWO THUMBS UP!”‘
-EBERT & ROEPER

“A DEEPLY EVOCATIVE FILM, 
BEAUTIFULLY DONE.”
-Michael Wilmington, CHICAGO TRIBUNE

fTHE WHITE COUNTESS
k ™ SONY PICTURES CLASSICS

©2005 SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT INC.

klrtlAf LANDMARKSNWW GREENWAYMl AAl5 Greenway Plaza East PLAYING (713) 866 8881

® ®

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.WHITECOUNTESSMOVIE.COM

Rob Sciimerler Insurance Agency
6575 West Loop South, Suite 1 85
Bellaire, Texas 77401

713.661.7700
eliiah_farmers@yahoo.com

FARMERS

GROUP FARMERS

Elijah Kabalka Auto Home Renters Life Health Business And much more!

Imagination is all that's lacking in the 

surprisingly touching and charming lesbian 

romantic comedy Imagine Me & You/

।.. GREG MARZULLO

Rose full of thorns
THE CONVENTIONS OF THE ROMANTIC 
comedy genre infuse writer-director 01 
Parker’s “Imagine Me & You” with sweet 
cliches, but as with all overworked 
romances, it gets a bit cloying before the end.

The film is the English lesbian comedy 
answer to “Brokeback Mountain,” a film 
about everyday Janes, one of whom gets 
married to a man at the film’s start. 
Rachel (Piper Perabo) is marrying her 
best friend, Heck (Matthew Goode), but 
after seeing her florist, Luce (Lena 
Heady), on the way down the aisle, the 
bride is blushing with the bloom of love- 
at-first-sight.

The rest of the film follows a fairly 
standard formula. Rachel becomes 
increasingly tortured as she recognizes 
her feelings for Luce as love and passion. 
The florist tries to stay away from wreck­
ing Rachel’s coupled existence, but as 
with all pie-in-the-sky schmaltz, love will 
win in the end.

Lena Headey (left) and Piper Perabo star in 
’Imagine Me & You,' a new lesbian film full of 
charm and pat plot turns. (Photo by Bill Kaye)

SOMETIMES PARKER SEEMS 
consciously to work romantic ideals in a 
new way to highlight the magical and 
fresh love the two women experience.

Rachel’s younger sister is giving a 
school presentation on the galaxy, and the 
little girl invites Luce, whom she 
befriended at the wedding. Rachel and 
Luce sit in the room, and stars and 
comets are hanging from the ceiling, cast­
ing sparkling reflections on the women’s 
faces. They are truly falling in love under 
the stars, but with a kitschy twist.

When the two soon-to-be-lovers begin 
to make out, they’re rolling around on a 
bed of roses in Luce’s shop. However, that 
quickly comes to an end given the precar­
ious nature of thorns, and this also pro­
vides a quirky and amusing touch to over­
wrought scenes of courtship.

The performances are what make this 
movie work. Both Perabo and Headey 
remain open and honest in their acting, even 
in the midst of a groan-provoking finale.

The oddly beautiful Perabo (of “Coyote 
Ugly” infamy) in particular delivers an 
excellent, yet understated, moment when 
she slips into bed with her fast-asleep 
husband after having had a love-filled 
evening with Luce. The look in the 
actress’ eyes tells 100 stories, and you can 
see the character’s strange emotional mix 
of exhilaration and regret.

O MORE INFO
’Imagine Me & You'
Opens Feb. 3
Fox Searchlight Pictures

One of the nice features of the film is 
that the male characters, with the excep­
tion of the stereotypical best man, are not 
mired in insipid machismo. Goode’s per­
formance as Heck is heartbreaking, espe­
cially when he realizes that he has to let 
Rachel go. You come away wishing all men 
were as open and true (and handsome).

Rachel’s father (Anthony Head, for­
merly of TV’s “Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer”), a standard distant dad for most 
of the story, delivers one of the most mov­
ing scenes in the film when he urges his 
daughter to chase her new paramour.

THE UNFORTUNATE SNAG IS WHEN 
the conventions cross the line into trite­
ness. Rachel and Luce have happenstance 
meetings one too many times. And the 
ending, without spoiling it, is so tired and 
far-fetched that it almost entirely destroys 
all the goodwill created by wit of the rest 
of the scenes. The mere inclusion of 
same-sex couples in the formula is not 
enough anymore to make it appear novel.

The two most dramatic scenes between 
Rachel and Luce are shockingly out-of­
step with the rest of the movie’s emotion­
al clarity. As Rachel decides to call it off 
with Luce, the script plays shallowly and 
seems to have been given a cursory treat­
ment. It’s almost as if Parker and his pro­
duction team were unwilling to create 
fully three-dimensional characters when 
it really counted.

For all that's pink on the silver screen: 
www.houstonvoice.com

FILM CLIPS
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Clay unwrapped
More Aiken news, 
soldiers face porn 
charges and smut 
directors go legit

Back in Dish’s New Year’s prediction, 
she channeled the spirit of Fifi, Drag Queen 
of Heaven, who said that CLAY AIKEN 
would finally come out of the closet and the 
Washington Blade would never write about 
him again. Well, dear readers, Fifi’s 
predictions might just be coming true.

A supposed former hot trick of Aiken’s 
decided to cough up some information 
about their man-on-man tryst, according 
to the New York Post’s Page Six, the New 
York Daily News and the ever-reliable 
National Enquirer. Dish’s momma said 
two wrongs don’t make a right, but maybe 
three tabloids make a reliable source.

John Paulus, a hunky former Green 
Beret, claims to have met Aiken online.

“I have several personal ads on gay 
[male] websites,” Paulus told the Enquirer. 
“Clay later told me he saw my pictures on 
a couple and decided to e-mail me. On Dec. 
16, using the screen name of ‘valleypretty­
boy,’ Clay sent me his first message.”

Dish has never understood the 
fascination with the pasty-faced, swizzle­
stick thin Aiken, and his online 
haughtiness just amps up her annoyance.

“He told me that he was single again, 
having broken up with his boyfriend 
about five months ago,” said Paulus. 
Could this be the hair stylist that Aiken 
was rumored to have held hands with on 
an airplane trip this past fall?

Paulus claims they met in a hotel and 
performed their own 90-minute version of 
“Bareback Mountain,” including 
unprotected anal intercourse, as Dish’s 
doctor would call it.

Since Paulus revealed his identity he’s 
been receiving death threats from rabid 
Aiken fans who call themselves “Claymates” 
and want to protect their idol’s good name. 
Perhaps they should be offering Aiken some 
condom demonstrations instead.

Richard Glatzer (left) and Wash Westmoreland

-

&W -x- - ■

Clay Aiken supposedly likes his tricks beefy and with­
out latex, according to a former Green Beret boy-toy 
turned tattletale. (Photo by Michael Dwyer/AP)

No, sir!
In a fantasy come true, a group of soldiers 

from the 82nd Airborne Division, based at 
Fort Bragg in North Carolina, really have 
been performing for the gay porn camera 
and the Army is currently investigating 
members’ on-screen conduct as unbecoming, 
according to the Associated Press.

A group of soldiers has been separated 
out from the rest of their units during 
the inquiry to insure the investigated 
officers’ safety. Dish is hoping the 
soldiers in question are able to release 
some of that stressful anxiety by 
rehearsing for upcoming shoots.

Although the AP never actually names 
the site where the guys were saluting, 
Fleshbot.com, a snarky website trafficking 
in porn-related news, points its sticky 
finger at ActiveDuty.com. TV news station 
WRAL also alludes to the site as the drop 
off point for military studs looking to 
supplement that government check.

The site advertises real military men 
who are 100 percent novices at taking 
orders from superiors.

Making the grade
Film festivals and awards are going 

berserk over queer cinema.
The top film at the Sundance Film 

Festival was “Quinceahera,” a movie about 
a young Hispanic girl in Los Angeles who is 
kicked out of her house after she becomes 
pregnant. She then goes to live with her 
great grand-uncle and her gay cousin.

Gay directors WASH WESTMORE­
LAND, who directed the pornos “The Hole” 
and ‘Naked Highway” under the name 
Wash West, and his partner RICHARD 
GLATZER, who directed the execrable “The 
Fluffer,” created “Quinceahera.” The film 
won the best drama award from the juries 
and the run-of-the-mill audiences. This is the 
first time in Sundance history that the same 
film has won both, according to Reuters.

Dish takes her hat off to Mr. West. She 
can’t wait until she sees smut advertised 
as “from the Sundance award-winning 
director of...” sticker on it.

I Send comments, suggestions to
I vi? Dish@houstonvoice.com
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STAND OUT FROM THE .
CROWD Bold or box your ad 
for added attraction. Contact 
our customer service reps for 
more details. (877) 863-1885.

Alignments 
Brakes 

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

CLASSIFIEDS Visit houstonvoice.com to place your ad. Up to 25 words only $12.50 per week. 50(? each 
additional word. Fax toll-free 1.888.409.6768, or call toll-free 1.877.863.1885. Deadline for 
online ads: Sam Wednesday. For other submissions: 5:30pm Tuesday.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
I STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Is your home special? 
I Tell our readers about it. Guarantee they will see it with our 
I new features. Bold or box your ad for added attraction. 
I Contact our customer service reps for more details. (877) 
f 863-1885.

SALE/
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS!
Cail to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

POOL - RAVINE LOT! Suburban size, urban location. White- 
pillared colonial @ edge of loop. 5 BR, 3 BA, formals + den + 
loft -i- studio/cabana + great room. Lush ravine lot w/ pool. 
Party house! Only $224,900. glenbrookvalley.com. Agent Rob­
ert Searcy (832) 279-5332.

SALE /ELSEWHERE
CANCUN TIMESHARE FOR sale. THE ROYAL ISLANDER. 
INTERVAL INTERNATIONAL member (membership NOT 
included). Saturday to Saturday time-frame, Week 28 (usually 
the 2nd or 3rd week of July), Unit 4142, beautiful beachfront, 
pool level. The PERFECT location. Easy access from Texas, es­
pecially Houston or Dalias. Yearly maintenance fee is about 
$700aexpensive, but VERY worth it! Up to 6 people, lock-off 
area, gorgeous pools with swim-up bars. Free use of all other 
ROYAL RESORTS. LUXURY AT ITS BEST. I spent hurricane EMILY 
down there with my 75 year old mother. Itls that safe & 
wonderful! It made it through the last hurricane, too! More 
than 75% of Cancun is back & better & cleaner!- THE ROYAL 
RESORTS all have double filtered water systems, A/C that will 
freeze you outal could go on & onasee it at 
www.royalresorts.com for yourself. Asking $26,000 but will en­
tertain close offers. Call Tony @ 281-344-9192. Easy paper­
work & I will pay all transfer costs.

RENT / HOUSTON
I RENT IT FAST with our new features. Draw attention to | 
I your ad by using our bold or box feature. Contact our cus- I 
I tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

MONTROSE AREA Garage apt. All bills PAID. Fee negotiable. 
Call (713) 522-2263.

RENT/

ADVENTURESOME? WOULD YOU like to live in this charm­
ing Montrose home for the price of a 1 BR apt? Call SHO­
WHOMES at (713) 629-4440. No smoking, pets for $800, 
month to month. Please visit our website @ 
www.showhomes.com

ROOMMATE SERVICES
PRIVATE GUEST HOUSE Plenty of prkg for this new, 900 
sq.ft, lite brite cottage, 1/1/3. All appliances & ceramic tiled 
floor. 290-Fm1960 area $800/mo includes utils. (832) 630- 
6639.

SHARE / HOOSTON ~
MONTROSE I FAIRVIEW, $425/mo. + utils. 2 BR, 1 BA 
home. WD. NS/pets. Avail Immed. (713) 523-8197.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES
ANNOUNCE YOUR UNION The Houston Voice is proud to 
announce the addition of a 'Commitment Ceremonies" cate­
gory to our Classified listings. When making arrangements for 
your Union, don't forget to include the most important aspect 
of all...announcing the date. Publishing your union is easy & 
simple. Call (877) 863-1885 ext 223 to put the finishing touch­
es on your ceremony.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE HOUSTON WOMEN'S Festival is a fun-filled, 
day-long celebration of music, art, culture & 
community. This year's line-up includes Melissa 
Ferrick, from Boston, award-winning songwriter 
Susan Gibson, one of Texas' favorites Beth 
Wood, as well as Natalia Zuckerman & Yvonne 
Perea. The Houston Women's Fest is Saturday, 
Feb 4, 2006 at Clear Lake Park in Seabrook Texas, 
5001 Nasa Road 1 from 1 p.m. - 9 p.m. Please cal! 
(281) 757-6153 for more info orwww.hwfestival.org

LOST / FOUND
REWARD FOR RETURN day planner stolen from truck 
Christmas week. (832) 630-6639 $1,500 reward for 
info w/arrest & conviction of the EX involved. (713) 
967-5770 case # 051229B802.

EMPLOYMENT
MOTIVATED OFFICE STAFF needed to work in an insurance 
office that requires office skills, pride in workmanship, ability to 
handle fast paced settings, & the desire for a new career. Exp. 
preferred but not necessary. Please fax your resume to (713) 
661-6472, attn. Elijah.

TEXAS SHIRT COMPANY is hiring for customer service, 
production, & inside sales. Come join our team in the 
heights. Gay owned & operated, EOE, no calls please. 
www.txshirts.com/employment.asp to ap­
ply, www.txshirts.com/employment.asp

DOMESTIC HELP
CAREGIVER AVAILABLE GWM for home healthcare.
Faithful, personable, & compassionate care. 7 yrs experience. 
Excellent references. Randy (281) 650-2200
randyntex@sbcglobal.net

GROUPS
ON THE NORTH Side? Feeling OUTSIDE OF THE 
LOOP?! Join The North Houston GLBT Social 
Group at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
NhouGLBTsocialgroup Meet other GLBT folk in 
your part of town! Sign up today!

VEHICLES

RUN IT 'TILL YOU SELL IT. Take advantage of our 
new ''Run it ’till you sell it" promotional. Place an 
ad to sell your car and email a photo of the car 
and run the ad until it sells. It's only $39.99. Call 
our friendly staff toll free today! (877) 863-1885.

WEBSITES
EMALEME.COM

A/V Chats, Profiles & IM's. The hottest Male 2 Male site on the 
net today! Are you ready? www.emaleme.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Beautiful Home

€abiii<»ts & Ftiriiiiare
Workmanship Quality 

GUARANTEED
Decscfes Kitchens » speeislty. kwrsd

Offlce: 713^8801666 CdL 713^1^3^ 
Uli John!

868 Ateyfey 

CLEANING SERVICES
VALENTINE S DAY SPECIAL Have your home cleaned in 
time for that special day & get $10 off your first cleaning! Call 
Loyal at (713) 705-6125. Serving the House area since 1995.

MASSAGE

TomZepp^iW

-----
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• deep tiw# • ntyedierfipy
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NElV Steam Room!!!
Montrose Studio 

y’S-Sm^o 
wwwjasonrmt.corn

>wj • ijSTi:

« 
fa

DISCOVER THAISWE MASSAGE Exclusively from Ben! 
The "Dallas Genre Man" for the March issue of GENRE maga­
zine. (469) 363-9390.

MONTROSE MASSAGE My hands + 1 hr = Feeling Great. 
Call John (713) 304-1745 today for an appt.

BodyWorks by Lou 
Memorial Park

& Clear Lake Locations
713-204-2885

Professional Massage
& Personal Training

http.7/bodyworksbylou.com

Lou Pape MT035714

SwedisWeep T^$ue-Aroma Therapy-Hot Stone

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE Tall, masculine, mus­
cular, state licensed, AMTA certified, 12 years exp. Incred­
ible, full body total release! $75. Inner Loop/SW. Mike, 
(713) 963-9603.

8.1199 . . 

< 7- / a

BRAEfeSb

SENSUAL MASSAGE IN/OUT Calls welcome. Studio 
centrally located in Memorial. 200lbs, 6' Muscular Italian 
Man. Companion sves also welcome. You won't be disap­
pointed. Rocky (832) 563-3962.

by Wmtai

Patrick 713-W-2W1

8
I0L

REWARD YOURSELF
A »CE TOUCH/!? E LA XATION

OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE
832 978-7017

CEN1RALLV LOCATED 
7 DAY^EVENirTSS

OUICALLS WELCOME

cooiysEiiiyG / support 
' THE TIME IS RIGHT... 

ADVERTISE NOW!!
Advertise with the 

HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS! 
Call our friendly classifieds staff 

to place ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

BODY / SOUL
MANSCAPING MEN'S WAXING & clipping. Private location 
in Montrose. Call Dale (713) 529-5952 for appt.

PERSONALS / MEN 
FREE LIVE HOT Gay Chat 

ManSCan-Personals-More! 
(563)843-8844 

Only L.D. Rates 18 plus 24 Hrs.

ARE VOO A
GAY NEWS

B ’w
I b Ay I.

JUNKIE?

and entertainment, 
along with headlines 
fmm around the 
world, at the NEW 

houstonvoice.com

ev
HAIWN NLUWiKTH

IN A RENTED ART 
STUDIO, NATHAN'S

SISTER RISA 
MOPELS FOR SKY'S 

NEW SCULPTURE 
PROJECTz

OF WOMANHOOD"...

 

OKAY... I'M AS REAPY AS I'LL EVER BE. SO, HOW OO SEE? I'VE PONE A SO, LIKE, ARE YOU COMFOR-
YOU WANT ME TO POSE? SKETCH OF WHAT 

I'M LOOKING 
FOR...WELL/ THIS SCULPTURE IS SUPPOSE? TO SYMBO­

LIZE A WOMAN IN THE PRIME OF HER LIFE. VIBRANT 
ACTIVE, AT THE HEIGHT OF HER INTELLECTUAL 

. FACULTIES ANP SEXUAL POWER.

TABLE REMOVING THE ROBE
>■ ■ ■SNOW?
UH... NOT REALLY...BUT^nf* 
IF I PON'T WEfLL NEVER I I/ 
GET STARTEP. HEH HEK/ f

iiHim
Y'KNOW, THIS IS A LITTLE WEIRP FOR ME—
I HAVEN'T BEEN NA/CFD IN FRONT OF ANYONE 
BUT DAVE SINCE WE GOT MARRIEP...EXCEPT 
FOR THE GIRLS AT THE GYM... WELL, ANP MY

NO WORRIES, REESE.
JUST RELAX. /——‘

GYNECOLOGIST— SORRY, I TENP TO 
TALK A LOT WHEN I GET NERVOUS//

NO, NOT RIGHT 
NOW... I'M JUST 
FOCUSING ON 

MY ART.

SO, ARE YOU PATING 
ANYONE THESE PAYS, 
SKY?

WHAT? A YOUNG,
GORGEOUS, SENSITIVE, 

TALENTEP HUNK LIKE YOU/? 
I'P THINK YOU'P BE SWAT­
TING 'EM AWAY LIKE FLIES.

THANKS. BUT IT'S REALLY HARP 
TO FINP THE RIGHT PUPE.

I'M SURE THERE ARE 
TONS OF MEN OUT 
THERE — ANP WOMEN - 
WHO'P LOVE TO HAVE A 
GUY LIKE YOU AS THEIR

BOYFRIENPZ >

OH MY GOP, LOOK 
AT SIZE OF MY HIPS. 
THEY'RE HUGE' ARE 
YOU SURE YOU I'M 
ATTRACTIVE ENOUGH

TO MOPEL FOR 
------------------ Il YOU?

YOU REALLY THINK I'M 
BEAUTIFUL?

THAT'S CRAZY. UH — WAIT, 
YOU'RE, LIKE, LOSIN' THE POSE. 
CAN YOU MOVE YOUR AHM 
BACK UP...?

I APPRECIATE THAT. IT'S 
JUST THAT— WELL, I 

HAVEN'T BEEN FEELING VERY 
ATTRACT/YE 

LATELY...

RISA, ARE YOU KIPPING? 
THE CURVES OF YOUR BOPY, 

YOUR SMOOTH SKIN, YOUR BIG 
BROWN EYES... I THINK YOU'RE 

BEAUT/FUL.
UH

HUH...

HERE...
LEMME SHOW

HOW?
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DULTCLASSIFIEDS
HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD:

BY WEB: www.houstonvoice.com By e-mail: 
classifieds@houstonvoice.com By fax: Fax completed 
order form and credit card information to Houston 

Classifieds, 888-409-6768. By phone: Call in. with 

completed order form to 877-863-1885. By mail: Mail 
completed order form with payment to Houston Voice 

Classifieds, 500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 200, Houston, TX 

77006.

In person: Bring completed order form with payment 
to the Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5 pm) 500 Lovett 

Blvd, Suite 200, Houston.

Ad policy: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify 
or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No 
refunds for early cancellation. Misprints: Houston Voice is 
not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. 
Check ads promptly.

DEADLINES: Sam Wednesday for online submissions only.

5:30pm Tuesday for all other submissions.

ESCORTS

ALEX 35YR, 5'8, 155 lbs, dark hair/eyes, masc,'top hung/ 
huge, 10x7.(832) 443-3329.

BODYWORK

New from New Orleans!
JOSH 713-521-0519
MONTROSE STUDIO

s'l r 
165 lbs 
Greek/ 
German

FULL NUDE 
BODY

MASSAGE
W# 014522

"TRENT" HOT & ATHLETICALLY endowed. Discreet, 
safe & always ready for some hot action!!! (281) 
743-4363.

M »

Role Play

ADULTS ONLY

HEMORRHOIDS?
Why Suffer Needlessly?

Non-Surgical “Lunch-Hour” Procedure 
Virtually Painless • Affordable 

PARK PLAZA GASTROENTEROLGY & ASSOCIATES 
Experienced Board Certified M.D.

Plaza Medical Center • Museum District

buildyourbusiness

CONTACT

OUR SALES TEAM
778631885

Executive Adult

VIDEO

Superstore
Theatre

14002 Northwest Frwy 
(Hwy 290) between 
Tidwell & Fairbanks- 

N. Houston
Open 7am til 5 am!

THE TIME IS RIGHT...

ADVERTISE NOW!!
Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS! 

Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

713 462 5100
www.executlveXXXvideo.com

1200 Binz Street • Suite 1198 
713.522.1788 

www.FredWorthMD.com
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Gay men in this town 
are bitchy, self-centered 
and snobby, as well as 
slutty, boring, cute-ish, 
and a hell of a lot of fun.
I am going to miss y'all!

I’VE BITCHED SO MUCH I’VE NOTHING 
left to bitch about.

Bitch Boy responds: Au contraire, 
mon frere, read on!

GAY PEOPLE NEED TO LEAD BY 
example — just as Martin Luther King, 
Jr. encouraged African Americans to be 
non-violent. Be outstanding citizens and 
an integral part of the community.

SO WHAT IF SOME GAY MEN LIKE 
lesbian porn? I happen to find nature 
films a little sexually exciting.

YOUR NAME HAS BEEN CARVED INTO 
a stall wall a couple of times, and its not a 
“good thing.”

WHAT’S WITH THE GENDER DISCRIMI- 
nation in the homo community? It’s 
always gay men dominating and lesbians 
relegated to second-class homos. We need 
some fucking feminism for once.

I’VE BEEN OUT FOR THREE YEARS 
and I can explain how gay life works: (1) 
Bars are for people who don’t have par­
ties to go to; and (2) the internet is for 
people who are too socially inept to meet 
in bars.

Bitch Boy responds: And (3) bitches 
like that are for people too bitter to try 
meeting people online or in a bar.

TO THE “AMERICA’S NEXT TOP
Model” wannabes who insist on using the 
stage at gay clubs for their runway show: 
It’s a dance club, not a cat walk. Get over 
yourselves.

BEING A CONSERVATIVE IS LIKE 
thinking a TV dinner tastes better than a 
wholesome, hearty meal.

Bitch Boy responds: Huh?

YOU SAID “I SPREAD MYSELF SO THIN 
with work, family and friends.” The truth 
is you have no spine! You live the life of 
the wealthy, while I live the life of the 
happy. You were my share of the A-plus 
crowd, and I give you an F.

Bitch Boy responds: Double huh?

IF “ASL” — AGE, SEX AND LOCATION — 
are that important to you, you should 
stay offline to meet people.

TO YOU “YOUTHFUL 53” TYPES: IF YOU 
have to keep saying how youthful you are, 
you aren’t.

ALL THIS PUTTING DOWN OF OLDER 
gay men is bullshit. I am 60 and have all the 
sex I want, which is a lot more than I had 
when I was much younger. And it’s guys in 
their 20s and 30s who find me attractive. It’s 
not my money because I don’t have any

I DON’T UNDERSTAND HOW SOME 
guys can go on a weekend-long drug binge 
and then be at work and functional on 
Monday morning.

Bitch Boy responds: Me 
neith.. .zzzzzzzzzzzz.

I’D REALLY LIKE TO THANK TAMMY 
Faye for her support of gay people. She is 
one of the few pro-gay Evangelicals.
Please say a prayer for her over her battle 
with cancer!

WHAT DID MADONNA REALLY DO FOR 
our movement except advocate a religion 
(Kabbalah) that considers gays lower that 
vermin?

AS A GAY MAN, I’D LIKE TO THANK MY 
lesbian sisters for taking things to a high­
er place by setting a very good example 
that gay couples can form long-lasting 
monogamous relationships!

TO MY EX WHO’S MAD BECAUSE HE 
got infected by having anonymous bare­

back sex: Are you really that surprised 
that someone would do that to you? 
Karma’s a bitch.

Bitch Boy responds: With comments 
like that, you better hope not!

TO THE BIBLE-BEATER CLAIMING 
“homosexuality is of Satan”: Go fist your­
self. If you can’t handle the reality of peo­
ple being with others of the same sex, it’s 
you that’s going to be burning in “lakes of 
fire” for being so closed-minded and shal­
low.

“CHAINED TOGETHER, BURNING IN 
lakes of fire”? Sounds like my kinda 
party! Do me a favor and tell old St. Peter 
to hold my place for a while. The real 
party’s gonna be in Hell!

FORD CAN KISS MY GAY ASS ALL 
they want, but I am never buying a car 
from them.

HOW MANY CHRISTIAN-ACTING JEWS 
do you know? This whole straight-acting 
gay man deal is kinda depressing, but 
funny at the same.

I HAVE AGAIN BEEN DISAPPOINTED 
by “homosex” behavior. Tonight I 
observed some guy pulling another’s 
pants half down twice, shoving his hand 
where the sun don’t shine. It’s no wonder 
gays get a bad rap with that kind of crap. 
Next time I am going to knock the shit out 
of them.

Bitch Boy responds: Because “knocking 
the shit out of them” is the kind of behavior 
that would give us a much better rap.

YOU ARE SUCH AN AMAZING GUY.
Why are you letting yourself be strung 
along by someone who doesn’t think 
about anyone but himself and can’t decide 
what he wants? Maybe its time to give one 
of us a chance.

“QUEER AS FOLK” WAS THE NASTIEST, 
most vicious, piece of crap, trash show 
ever shown on television. When did being 
gay mean having to be ugly and mean to 
each other?

Bitch Boy responds: Why don’t you 
tell us, sporto?

IF YOU HAVE TITS AND ARE POST-OP, 
there is no illusion. Get off the stage!

TO THE IDIOT MAKING THE “MUSCLE 

bear” comment: Just because those guys 
age better than others, don’t act like they 
don’t belong in your culture. What the 
hell is the matter with someone who looks 
like a twink anyway?

Bitch Boy responds: This bitch came 
via email with one of those automatic 
quotes attached; given the bitch, it must 
be shared: “We must learn to get in touch 
with that silent place within ourselves 
and know that everything in this life has a 
purpose.” Elizabeth Kuebler-Ross

QUIT BITCHING ABOUT KISSING 
smokers. It’s not the worst thing you’ve 
had in your mouth, mister.

I HATE BEING GAY AND LIVING IN 
the USA. Supposed “land of the free”; 
what a crock — for the Bible-beaters 
maybe.

TO THE PERSON WHO SAID, “IT’S MY 
heart I listen to and not the brain”: 
There’s your problem in a nutshell.

I LOOK AT PHOTOS OF THE CIRCUIT 
party scene these days and it saddens me 
that these twinky circuit boys are quite — 
how can I say this — ugly! I would rather 
stay home and wash my hair.

I WAS ATTRACTED TO YOU BECAUSE 
of your values. When those proved to be a 
sham, there was nothing left to hold us 
together.

I JUST LOVED THE BITCH THAT SAID, 
“OK stop cursing, ‘Bitch Session’! Kids visit 
this site!” So what if they do? Kids have 
always cursed more than adults. How could 
they be corrupted by reading words they’ve 
already heard said a thousand times?

CHRIST, IT’S BEEN A YEAR SINCE I’VE 
last read “Bitch Session,” and it’s still the 
same trite bullshit. Damn, Bitch Boy, even 
you are not offering anything new!

OH PLEASE, STOP BITCHING ABOUT 
people who bitch. So what if we’ve all got 
innate bigotry and intolerance? It’s called 
being human; deal with it.

Editors' note: These are real bitches, sent in by real readers, 
about gay life's little annoyances, and the big ones, too. 
Got a bitch?
Call 1-800-858-8088
or e-mail: bitch@houstonvoice.com

^ed Houston’s Best Novelty ore

f1207

■ gifts clothing books toys

713-944-6010 • 1207 Spencer Hwy • S.Houston • 1-45 to College Exit, left 2 miles • OPEN DAILY!

music novelties.
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i am ready.

houstonvoice.com

are you ready to hovowire thelatest hovo

voice

PLUGI

get the latest breaking 
news and opinion, as well 
as gay-related politics, 
entertainment and trends.

all the news for your life and your style.
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