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Senate passes hate crimes bill

by LAURA BROWN

J

Houston’s Lovell tapped for DNC

Vote marks first time either 
Congressional body has ever 
passed gay legislation on a 
recorded vote

Houston's Pride celebration 
has evolved over the past two 

decades. Get both the new 
and familiar perspectives 

on Pride, plus a history lesson 
on the event. 

Pages 21-24 & 30

GAY PRIDE 
2000

Sue Lovell, longtime gay rights political 
activist and Houston resident, recently 
became the first open lesbian in Texas to be 
elected to the Democratic National 
Convention.

Lovell was hand picked by Billie 
McClain Carr, a 32-year respected veteran 
of the DNC and leader of the Texas liberal 
Democrats.

The 72-year-old Carr's original choice to 
succeed her was Congressman Ken 
Bentsen's staffer Pat Strong. But Strong said 
her duties with Bentsen did not give her 
time for the DNC, and she recommended 
Lovell instead.

Carr had no problem with the choice.
"Sue is a good Democrat, liberal and a

1

lesbian," Carr recently told the Houston 
Press. "The gays never had really gotten a 
representative, and I thought that it would 
be nice for Sue to go on and have that group 
have at least someone representing them as 
well as us."

In a recent telephone interview with the 
Houston Voice, Lovell said that her election 
to the DNC "says a lot for the Democratic 
Party and our community.

"I got votes from all parts of the state. It 
says a lot about how far our community has 
come."

But it was close. Lovell won by one vote.
"It was pretty cool, especially for a gay 

person. I even got votes from labor, and 
that's an indication of how far we've come. 
It was much different in the past," she says.

>- Continued on Page 10

The United States Senate voted 57-42 Tuesday 
to pass a measure adding sexual orientation, but 
resistance from Republican congressional leaders 
leaves its future extremely cloudy.

The Tuesday vote, which also added gender 
and disability to federal hate crimes laws, marks 
the first time that either body of Congress has 
passed gay civil rights legislation on a recorded 
vote. The Senate passed a virtually identical hate 
crime measure last year by a voice vote.

In 1996, the Senate fell one vote short of pass­
ing the Employment Non-Discrimination Act, a 
measure to ban job discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation, but most recent gay rights vic­
tories have come in the form of defeating anti-gay 
bills.

The Human Rights Campaign, the national 
gay rights lobby leading the fight for the hate 
crimes bill, praised Tuesday's vote as "historic."

"Thanks to the bipartisan efforts of the Senate

>- Continued on Page 11

Sen. Gordon Smith (R-Oregon); Wade Henderson, executive director oHhe Leadership 
Conference on Gvil Rights; David O'Malley, Commander of the Laramie Wyoming Police 
Force; Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-Massachusetts) praised the Senate for the historic 57-42 vote 
approving gay civil rights legislation Tuesday.

Activist becomes first openly gay Texas delegate
by KAY DAYUS

Take doY

k.d, lang's new album 
'Invincible Summer' sports 
radio-friendly tunes designed 
to leave listeners smiling, 
feeling good.

1

The 14th Court of Appeals' 
ruling to overturn the state's 
homosexual conduct law will 
likely be reviewed by the 
entire nine-member court, a 
Harris County prosecutor said.

Page 5

n1,:'

Page 31

- ---- ----------------------- ------------------------------------------

Tairy Tales1 come true oh 
at Theater New West.

Houston's Sue Lovell recently become the first 
openly goy Texas delegate elected to the 
Democratic National Convention.

A
P PH

O
TO

/M
ICH

A
EL

 STRA
V

A
TO

 
TERRY

 SU
LLIV

A
N



©
 2

00
0 

M
er

ck
 &

 C
o.

, In
c.

 A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
. 9

93
97

3(
1 

)-P
R

P

2 JUNE 23, 2000 • HOUSTON VOICE

Propecia
(finasteride)

Ask your doctor about this pill from Merck.
For more information, call 1-888-MERCK-74.

www.propecia.com

Knows

Alligator-infested

Southern-fried

Hilton

Jazz-festered

French-Quartered ------

Cajun-spiced

Swamp-covered

It happens at the Hilton.

» *
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There's more to New Orleans than 

what you see in the movies. It's 

a city that's proud of its diverse

I styles, cultures, music, 

I and cuisine. To truly 

I experience it all, you'll 

I want to stay at the 

New Orleans Riverside.

We're smack dab in the middle of 

all that makes the city unique.

Summer Rates 
as low as

$94

Per room, per night, excluding taxes and based upon availability. 'Valid July 4-August 29, 2000. * "Valid August 30-September 4, 2000.

Southern Decadence 

Rates as low as $109

Hilton 
New Orleans Riverside 

For reservations, call
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Trust our knowledge and experience to work for you.

We dont want you in a closet.
We want you in a whole house. *

Happy Pr e Wee
from Mortgage Associates

Finding it stressful to get the right financing?

It doesn’t have to be...

rr .aas
John Freis, President

On your next visit 
to Houston ...
Stay at the Montrose Inn.
You’re a visitor and you’re already here? And you’re not staying 
IN the neighborhood? Whoa!
Stay with us next time. You’ll get a nice room, with queen-size 
bed and 60-channel cable TV And free breakfast. And free 
snacks. And free soft drinks. And kitchen access (cook if you 
want). And laundry access (wash clothes if you want). And we’re 
all gay. And you’ll be right in the neighborhood, walking 
distance to 15 gay bars and many restaurants and shops. 
Rooms start at $59 per night plus tax, for a 3-night stay. (We 
should charge more.)

408 Avondale ■ 713-520-0206 ■ 800-357-1228
Never stayed at a B&B before? It’s like staying at a small hotel. You have 

your ownprivate room, your own key, and you come and go as you please. 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED - .

atient exams 
onth!

IVP

Proudly Serving the GLBT

TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER
6500 Fannin, STE 1108 713.797.1500

BELLAIRE MEDICAL CENTER
5420 Dashwood,-STE 200 713.668.9118 

^Mention this ad for discount.

f J*-"-

Lower Prices on Laser Vision Correction!

5311 Kirby Drive, Suite 203

713.524.1850

www.mortgageassoc.com

Laser Vision Correction

Cataract Surgery • Medical and 

Surgical Diseases of the Eye • 

Routine Eye Care • Management of 

eye disease related to HIV infection.
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”1 have a dream
that my four little children 
will one day live in a nation

where they will not be judged by 
the color of their skin but

by the content of their character,
Martin Luther King
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Where we have been is only 

the beginning of where we can go. 

Shell encourages its people to take part in 

and support the communities where they 

live and work. Because if we try to be 

exceptional, we may reach the heights the 

greats before us have reached. And just 

by trying, we’ll give those who come after 

us something to work toward.

Shell wants to help people 

build a better world. Count on Shell"

CompaqPLUS - Compaq’s GLBT Employee Organization

We 
Salute 
Houston 
Pride 
2000

compaqplus.info@compaq.comj:-
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k.d. has an 'Invincible Summer'
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voice
All mate rial in Houston Voice is protected by 
federal copyright law and may not be repro- 

duced without the written consent of Houston 
Voice. The sexual orientation of advertisers, 
photographers, writers and cartoonists pub­

lished herein is neithe r i nferred or implied .The 
appearance of names or pictorial representa­
tion does not necessarily Indicate the sexual 

orientation of that person or persons

Houston Voice accepts unsolicited editorial 
material but cannot take responsibility for its 

return The editor reserves the right to accept, 
reject or edit any submission.

All rights revert to authors upon 
publication. Guidelines for freelance 

contributors are available upon request.

Houston Voice
500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 200 

Houston, TX 77006 
713-529-8490

DA may ask for review of sodomy ruling
Prosecutor concerned 
over precedent-setting 
use of Equal Rights 
Amendment

by GIF PLASTER

When a three-judge panel of the 14th 
Court of Appeals declared on June 8 that the 
state's homosexual conduct law—often called 
the sodomy law—^violates the Equal Rights 
Amendment of the Texas Constitution, legal 
observers predicted there would bean appeal.

This week, the prosecutor handling the 
case for the Harris County district attorney's 
office said he will likely first ask the entire 
nine-member 14th Court to review the deci­
sion rather than immediately appealing it to 
the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, the 
state's highest court.

And while he vowed to give this case his 
best efforts, he admitted that prosecuting mis­
demeanors is not why he joined the district 
attorney's office.

Asking the entire court to review the deci­
sion of a three-judge panel is an available 
option, but it's one that the 14th Court almost 
never agrees to do, said Harris County prose­
cutor Bill Denmore.

It is worth asking them to review the case 
because of the implications that stem from the 
way the Equal Rights Amendment was 
applied, he said.

tiikk

The 14th Court of Appeals' ruling to overturn the state's homosexual conduct law stems from the 
September 1998 arrests of Tyron Garner (left) and John Lawrence (right).

"At this point, I'm leaning toward asking 
the 14th Court of Appeals to reconsider," he 
said. "It's a very unusual application of the 
Equal Rights Amendment that would have 
precedent in a number of areas."

Denmore said he has about a week left to 
make a final decision on how to handle the 
case.

The ERA has not been used to protect gay 
men and lesbians and is not what the legisla­
tors who wrote it intended it to be used for, 
Denmore said.

"I really didn't expect the issue to turn on 
the Equal Rights Amendment. That issue sort 
of came out of the blue as far as I'm con­
cerned," he said.

The ERA was designed to protect women, 
Denmore argued, but in a 2-1 majority opin­
ion, Justice John S. Anderson said the homo­
sexual conduct law violates the Equal Rights 
Amendment because it discriminates based 
on.sex.

Texas has had a sodomy law since 1860,
Continued onPage 8

Community independence to be feted with ‘Big Bang’

July 4 event will benefit 
Body Positive Wellness 
Center

by RICH ARENSCHIELDT

The annual "Big Bang" party held every 
4th of July to raise funds for the Body 
Positive Wellness Center is coming back 
even bigger and better this year.

With more than 700 attendees last year, 
the "Big Bang" has become the only event in 
Houston where the community celebrates 
Independence Day with a red, white, blue, 
purple, green, yellow and orange flag.

The event again will be held at the pent­
house of 3400 Montrose building, now 
home to the live jazz club, Scott Gertner's 
Skybar. This Houston landmark is the best 
venue in the city for watching the fireworks 
display while not having to fight the crowds 
at Miller Outdoor Theater, says event chair­
man Todd Ramos.

"It was a great place to watch all of the 
display since the Skybar has two huge 
rooftop patios affording revelers a 360- 
degree view of the exploding sky," said 
Ramos.

Participants from previous years will

1

Body Positive Wellness (enter board members Anthony Bianchi, Carols Arcos, Todd Ramos and 
Nelson Vergel expect more than 800 to attend "Big Bang 2000," July 4 at Skybar, 3400 
Montrose.

notice several improvements at this year's 
"Big Bang." First, is the increased air condi­
tioner tonnage that the Skybar offers to cool 
down what is sure to be festive cadre of par­
tygoers. In addition to cooler surroundings,

the bar has benefited from a continual fash­
ion upgrade since its opening.

"Guests will find a much improved 
space," said Ramos. "The whole place has

>■ Continued on Page 9
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Congratulations to 

Pride on 22 years of 

great parades. Let’s 

light up Houston and 

“Take Pride, Take Joy, 

Take Action” to fight 

for the rights of Gays 

and Lesbians.

Let your voice be heard!

(7i3)52-DEBRA Campaign 

(713)520-8068 District 

(512)463-0504 Austin 
www.votedanburg. com

STATE REP 
DISTRICT 137

DEBRA DANBURG
INJURED? CALI

JIM WALKER
ATTORNEY AT LAW

&

W J*

B.

Auto Accidents 
Insurance Claims 
Criminal Cases 
All Injury Cases 

DWI Cases

HOUSTON 
713.552.1117 or 

800.732.2934

Call anytime, 
phones answered 24 hours

Not Board Certified by the State Board 
of Legal Specialization

Around the South
Georgians charged with 'dean-sheeting' in viatical investigation

ATLANTA—Federal investigators have charged six Georgians with crimes in an ongo­
ing investigation into insurance fraud. The charges, announced May 24 by the U.S. 
Attorneys office in the Eastern District of Tennessee, stem from an investigation into the 
viatical industry, which facilitates the purchase of the insurance polices of terminally ill 
people. Carl Kirkpatrick, U.S. Attorney for Eastern Tennessee, said his office had obtained 
seven indictments and 13 bills of information against 20 people in four states involved in a 
scheme known as "clean-sheeting," where individuals hide their illness to fraudulently 
obtain policies to sell. Indicted are Atlantans Bret D. Adams, Ronald J. Clark, Robin D. Hill, 
Apostolis T. Karaplios and Bryan H. Whisnant, and Robert G. Angle from Tunnel Hill, Ga. 
All the Georgians face charges of mail fraud and money laundering, except Hill, who faces 
mail fraud only. Clark and Karaplios also face charges of conspiracy. The charges from 
Tennessee came five days after federal officials searched viatical settlement companies, bro­
ker's offices and residences in Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and Georgia, including gay- 
owned Benefits America in Atlanta. Benefits America representatives did not respond to 
interview requests.

Texas GOP excludes Log Cabin, while Dems plan new caucus panel
HOUSTON (AP)—Protests outside a Houston convention center by Texas Log Cabin 

Republicans underscored the conservative nature of the June 10-11 Texas Republican con­
vention, which elected many delegates with alliances to the religious right to represent the 
state at the national GOP convention in 
Philadelphia. Delegates stood and cheered when 
U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm said God is not on the side of 
any party, "but we are on God's side. The Texas 
Log Cabin Republicans were again excluded from 
the convention, and set up a "mobile information 
booth" in a van outside the convention center. Party 
organizers set up a room for prayer inside the con­

vention center.
Meanwhile, in Fort Worth over the weekend of 

June 3-4, Democrats chose not to create two new 
seats for gay representatives on the 60-member State 
Democratic Executive Committee, the Dallas Voice 
reported June 16. But the newly elected president of 
the Texas Stonewall Democrats, Michael Milliken, 
said the debate focused on the size of the committee, 
and was not anti-gay. Non-voting, "set-aside" advi­
sory seats already exist for a number of different 
minority groups within the party—including Black 
Democrats of Texas, Tejano Democrats, Texas 
Democratic Women and Texas Young Democrats.

U.S. Senator PM Gramm received a stand­
ing ovation during the conservative-domi- 
nated GOP state convention in Texas last 
week when he said God is not on the side 
of any party, 'but we are on God's side.'

Tenn, court says Baptist hospital can fire gay church minister
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP)—A medical school was within its rights to fire an employee because she 

was a lay minister at a church that welcomes gay members, a federal appeals court says. Glynda L. 
Hall was a student services specialist at Baptist Memorial Health Care Corp.'s College of Health 
Sciences in 1996 when she told her supervisor she was a lesbian. The school offered to help find her 
a job elsewhere at the organization, but Hall refused and she was fired three months later. Hall, a 
member of the non-denominational Holy Trinity Community Church, filed a federal lawsuit charg­
ing she was a victim of religious discrimination. The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals court upheld 
the lower court's dismissal of her suit on June 13. Hall's attorney, Clyde Keenan, objected to the deci­
sion. "You can't get the government to give you money and say we're not going to discriminate, and 
then turn around and discriminate," he said. An appeal is possible, he said

Atlanta to be one of five cities bidding to host Gay Games in 2006
NEW YORK—Atlanta is among five North American cities that will vie for the opportunity to 

host Gay Games VII in 2006. Bidding groups from Atlanta, Chicago, Los Angeles, Montreal and San 
Diego have submitted letters of intent to the Federabon of Gay Games by the June 1 deadline "The 
dries that are now candidates are all excellent choices to hold the Gay Games," said Susan Kennedy, 
coehair of the Federation s Site Selection Committee. Two separate groups from the Los Angeles 
metropolitan area are presenting bids. The Site Selection Committee will select four finalists in June 
2001, with the Gay Games VD host bemg chosen in November. The Gay Games were last held in . 
North America in New York City in 1994.

Gay-owned businesses form guild in Miami to promote tourism
MIAMI—The newly formed Miami-Dade and South Beach Business Guild will serve as a 

voice for South Honda gay and lesbian-owned busmesses, the Miami Herald reported June 15. 
"We want... to promote tourism to all of Dade County-not just South Beach, though it certain­
ly is our jewel in the crown, said David Treece, head of the guild, which will provide business 
--------------------------- ---------------- ---------- owners with the opportunity to network, share 

ImUs® For more news, visit views an begin developing political standing with-
www.houstonvoice.com m the community.

mBW ------- - ------- --------------- —From staff and wire reports
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Awund the Nation
Navy criticized for targeting D.C.-area gay bars in drug stings

WASHINGTON—Navy investigators routinely send undercover agents into Washington­
area gay bars to identify military personnel among the clients, using sting operations to catch 
them in drug trafficking, the Washington Post reported on Saturday. Navy officials admitted the 
practice in testimony in an April 28 military court proceeding. The Navy denies that practice 
is designed to circumvent the military's "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy by kicking gay people 
out of the military for drug involvement. But the Navy held similar stings in. only one prima­
rily heterosexual bar—on a night that attracts a mixed gay and straight crowd. The undercov­
er operation began after allegations that military personnel frequented bars in the District 
where ecstasy was sold. "We do not defend drug use or protest the Navy's duty to go after 
drugs, but there are indications on the record that they are selectively targeting patrons of gay­
friendly establishments," said Michele Benecke, SLDN co-executive director.

P&G to drop 'Dr. Laura' despite criticism from conservative groups
CINCINNATI (AP)—Procter & Gamble said Monday that it will stand by its decision 

not to advertise on "Dr. Laura" Schlessinger's radio and television talk shows despite crit­
icism from conservative organizations. P&G is concerned its advertising message would 
get lost in the controversial remarks Schlessinger has made—both those that defame gay 
people and her opposition to divorce and to working mothers, company spokeswoman 
Gretchen Briscoe said. "We really view Dr. Laura as an extremely controversial figure on a 
lot of issues, not just her comments on homosexuals," Briscoe said. Conservative groups, 
including Focus on the Family and the Family Research Council, met June 12 with senior 
P&G management and asked the company to reconsider its decision not to advertise. P&G 
officials said they were disappointed with the meeting. Also, Schlessinger's name was 
floated as a possible vice-presidential running mate for Reform party presidential candi­
date Patrick Buchanan, the Honolulu Advertiser reported June 12.

American comfort level with gays increases, two polls indicate
Two recent polls indicate that Americans have grown more comfortable around gay 

people. A Los Angeles Times poll found that while Americans generally think homosexuali­
ty is wrong, they have grown more comfortable around gay men and lesbians. Some 60 per­
cent of people surveyed said they feel comfortable around gay men and lesbians, compared 
to 40 percent in 1983. During that time, the percentage of people who said they knew an 
openly gay person has more than doubled, from 30 percent to 73 percent. But only 34 per­
cent support allowing gay couples to marry, and close to two-thirds said they believe 
homosexual relationships are generally wrong.

A second poll, commissioned by the Horizons Foundation and the Human Rights 
Campaign, found that 50 percent of Californians oppose gay marriages, down from 57 per­
cent last year. The percentage of those who said they favor gay marriages increased to 42 
percent from 39 percent last year. The percentage of those who disapprove of gay couples 
decreased from 44 percent to 38 percent, and 31 percent said they have favorable opinions 
of gay couples, up from 26 percent.

Lon Mabon, head of Oregon 
Citizens Alhance, predicts his group 
will gather enough signatures for 
an anti-gay measure to be indud- 
ed on the November ballot.

Anti-gay school measure heads for November ballot in Oregon
SALEM, Ore. (AP)—With a few weeks before the filing deadline, Lon Mabon thinks the 

Oregon Citizens Alliance will collect enough signatures to qualify a ballot measure to pro­
hibit schools from "encouraging, promoting or sanctioning" homosexuality. "If everybody 
keeps working. I'm confident we will make it," said 
Mabon, whose group put anti-gay rights initiatives on 
Oregon's 1992 and 1994 ballots. Supporters have until 
July 7 to round up at least 66,786 valid signatures; if suc­
cessful, the measure would be on the Nov. 7 ballot. It also 
would mark a political revival for the OCA, which has 
struggled with membership and financial problems.

Meanwhile, in Reno, Nev., organizers of a petition 
drive supporting a constitutional ban on same-sex mar­
riages say they collected three times as many signatures as 
they need to get on the November ballot in Nevada. 
Leaders of the Coalition for the Protection of Marriage 
said they filed petitions with 121,499 signatures June 15; 
they needed 44,000 to qualify for the ballot. "We exceeded 
everyone's expectations,'' coalition chairman Richard 
Ziser said. State law already bars gay marriage in Nevada, 
but Ziser argues that constitutional prohibition is needed 
to keep same-sex unions performed in other states from 
being recognized. If the initiative passes this year, a major­
ity of voters would have to approve it again in 2002 for it to 
take effect. A poll found 60 percent of Nevadans supported 
the initiative. The bishops of the three Nebraska Roman

Catholic diocese announced that they will not take an 
official stance on the drive to prohibit same-sex 
unions in that state.

—From staff and wire reports

For more news, visit
www.houstonvoice.com

If you are seriously ill, selling 
your life insurance is an option to consider.

We have the experience 

and knowledge to get you 

the highest cash settlement 

possible. Celebrating 10 years as 

a viatical and life settlement broker.

No cost or obligation at any time 

HIV and other serious illnesses 

Qualify up to 900 T-cells

★ Confidentiality, now and always 

Request information 24 hours a day

'k One quick, simple application 

Competitive bidding process brings 

you the highest possible price 

All policy types considered, even 

some less than two years old

m BENEFITS 
^AMERICA

We give you solutions you can live with.

ilii

INSTITUTE

JCAHO Accredited

When you have 
issues to deal with 
being gay shouldn’t 
be one of them
If you’re struggling with addiction o,

800-54-PRIDE '• ••••
Medicare and most insurance plans cover our programs
www.pricle-institute.«>m

mmunities. We 
fering residential 
Ifway house

FT. LAUDERDALE CHICAGO MINNEAPOLIS
NEW YORK NEW JERSEY DALLAS

800-777-8878 www.benefitsamerica.com
Viatical & Life Settlement Association of America Benefits America NA, Inc.

»

7 SI
■I



8
JUNE 23, 2000 • HOUSTON VOICENEWS

Sodomy ruling may be reviewed
>■ Continued from Page 5
but the state decriminalized sodomy by oppo­
site-sex partners in 1974.

"The simple fact is, the same behavior is 
criminal for some but not for others, based 
solely on the sex of the individuals who 
engage in the behavior," the justice wrote.

The state constitution's Equal Rights 
Amendment provides that equality under the 
law "shall not be denied or abridged because 
of sex, race, color, creed, or national origin."

The decision, whether it was good or not, 
should have been based on the constitutional­
ly guaranteed right to privacy rather than on 
the amendment, said Gary Rolland, a private 
practice lawyer in Houston and the chairman 
of the Harris County Republican Party.

"I'm disappointed with the ruling," he 
said.

Rolland said his disagreement with the rul­
ing is not political and does not concern his 
stance on gay and lesbian rights. He has sup­
ported the right of the gay and lesbian. Log 
Cabin Republicans group to have a booth at 
the state party convention despite a ban by 
state party leaders.

"As a lawyer, I don't think it can stand up 
to appeal. And I don't think that's what the 
Equal Rights Amendment was designed to 
do," he said.

But one of the lawyers for the two men 

whose case brought about the challenge to the 
law said she is confident about the ruling. ■

“We are pleased with the ruling," 
Goldberg told the Houston Voice. "It's a solid 
ruling with careful analysis."

The case began in September 1998 after 
sheriff's deputies, responding to a false third- 
party report of an armed intruder, entered 
John Lawrence's Houston apartment and 
found Lawrence and Tyron Gamer having sex. 
Police arrested both men and held them in jail 
for more than 24 hours before releasing them 
on $200 bond each. The two men pleaded "no 
contest" to the charges in criminal court.

The 14th Court's action earlier this month 
overturned the homosexual conduct law in 
Harris and surrounding counties that are 
under the jurisdiction of the court and effec­
tively disabled the law across the state.

Goldberg said Lambda argued- the case 
based on both equal rights and privacy.

While the overturning of sodomy laws in 
other states has more often been based on pri­
vacy, equal protection provisions have some­
times been involved, Goldberg said. The most 
recent case where equal protection played a 
key role was in Kentucky.

"This is the best ruling we could have got­
ten at the stage in the process," Goldberg said.

She said she wants to see the law over­
turned statewide.

"As this case demonstrates, the law is still 
a threat to all gay and lesbian Texans," she 
said.

Denmore of the district attorney's office 
said he does not think the law will be over­
turned and he does not expect the issue will 
end in the 14th Court even if they accept his 
request to review the ruling.

But he said his work to prosecute the case 
should not be seen as an attack against the gay 
and lesbian community.

"We're prosecutors. We try to figure out 
what the law is and if it's being applied fairly. 
There's no one else to do that," he said.

He said the officers on the scene took 
actions that left the district attorney's office 
with no choice but to pursue the action.

"I don't really have an agenda. When I 
went to Mr. Holmes [the district attorney] and 
asked him about this appeal, he said T want 
you to be a lawyer and defend the constitu­
tion.'"

Cases that involve the Texas Constitution 
are "intellectually interesting," Denmore said, 
but prosecuting a case based on the homosex­
ual conduct law is not why he became a pros­

ecutor.
"I'm a career prosecutor and I would pre­

fer to spend my time putting criminals in 
jail—real criminals—not dealing with class C 
misdemeanors with a maximum fine of $500."

Gary Rolland, Harris County Republican Party 
chairman, says the recent ruling by the 14th 
Court of Appeals overturning the Texas 
sodomy law should have been based on the 
constitutionally guaranteed right to privacy 
rather than on the state's Equal Rights 
Amendment.
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713-861-9149 www.resurrectionmcc.org

resurrection MCC
We invite 

everyone to 

share in this 

moment in 
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‘Big Bang’ celebration on July 4
>- Continued from Page 5

DJ Michael Tank will be 
providing dance music during 
'Big Bang,' July 4 at Skybar.

really developed into a beautiful 
bar with furnishings that are 
plush and elegant."

*■ *

' -.OS

New sound and lighting 
equipment have been added as 
well.

"We expect 800-plus people 
at this year's event and the new 
music system should enable us 
to rock on through 
Independence Day with real 
style," Ramos said.

"The "Big Bang 2000" is 
about celebrating Independence 
Day among friends with great 
dance music, $1 drink specials, 
great food and a spectacular 
view of Houston's fireworks," 
said Pete Sharpe, president of 
Body Positive Wellness Center.

Participants can dance the 
night away to music provided 
by DJ. Michael Tank. Several 
restaurants, including La Strada, 
Sausalitois and Riva's, are pro­
viding a buffet.

This collaborative effort 
between Body Positive and Scott 
Gertner's Skybar represents 
something unique in Houston. 
Gertner has been a figure on the 
Houston club circuit for years 
and is known as an accom­
plished musician. His new 
Skybar venture has placed him 
at the forefront of Houston's 

inner loop party scene.
"This is a very diverse club - 

members of our community will 
feel very welcome here, not just 
on July fourth, but on every 
other day of the year as well - 
the door is always open here," 
Ramos said. "As many of us 
know, planning an event such as 
this can be a challenge. Scott 
Gertner's intense personal 
involvement with this project 
has been very refreshing.

"He cares a great deal about 
our community and about the 
work of the Body Positive 
Wellness Center and other 
organizations similar to it."

All proceeds from "Big Bang 
2000" will support the Body 
Positive Wellness Center, the 
first facility of its kind in the 
country.

"The Wellness Center's main 
function is to teach people living 
with HIV/AIDS the best way 
maintain a healthy lifestyle uti­
lizing nutrition, exercise and 
other mind-body programs," 
Nelson Vergel, Body Positive's 
vice president of programs, said. 
"Many cities are looking at our 
wellness center here in Houston 

to lead them in creating new 
wellness centers around the 
country. People are surviving 
this illness, but their quality of 
life has not improved, largely 
due to significant side effects 
from the new drugs. Our mis­
sion is to change that."

The wellness center is located 
on the sixth floor of 3400 
Montrose and according to 
Ramos, "Our clients involved in 
this wellness program get to see 
the same view as they work out 
and undergo training for well­
ness related activities - it's a 
great space for us to be in."

Tickets may be purchased on 
the day of the party at the door 
for $20 or for $15 with a discount 
coupon from www.bodyposi- 
tivehouston.org.

For more information please 
call us at 713-524-2374.

Big Bang 2000
Tuesday July 4th, 7 

p.m. to midnight
Skybar, 3400 Montrose
713-524-2374
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LA QUINTA CONFERENCE CENTER 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS

825 North Watson Road, Arlington, TX 76011 
817-640-4142; FAX 817-640-0887

Great Rates for 
Individuals and Groups

SPEND THE

((DOG DAYS OF SUMMER”

WITH US!

* 340 Newly Renovated Guest Rooms
* 40 Suites
* Coffee Makers in all Rooms
* 25” TV with Pay-Per-View & Nintendo
* 2 Pools with Jacuzzi 86 Swim Up Bar
* Free Continental Breakfast
* Free Shuttle to/from DFW Airport

1-800-453-7909 - ASK FOR SALES

At the Heart of the DaUas/Fort Worth Metroplex

Across the street from Six Flags Over Texas 
One mile from Six Flags Hurricane Harbor 
One mile from The Ballpark in Arlington

Ten miles from Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport 
Fifteen miles from both downtown Dallas & Fort Worth

c^isaasi to the

A Healing Haven of Hope 
and 

Hospitality

BERING MEMORIAL
United Methodist Church

Where Mainstream Meets Montrose

Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. 
713) 526-1017 1440 Harold @ Mulberry 

www.beringumc.com
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Lovell tapped for DNC
>- Continued from Page 1

Lovell says she and Carr are "cut from the same polit­
ical cloth. We are not afraid to stand up and fight; not 
afraid to stand up to the powers."

The election to the DNC is not Lovell's first "first."
She was the first female president of the Houston Gay 

and Lesbian Political Caucus in 1983 and was reelected in 
1'984. She was a founding member of both AIDS 
Foundation Houston and the Texas Human Rights 
Foundation.

She's also a single mother of three young boys, ages 
5,9 and 11.

How does she keep it all together?
"Flow charts," she says. "They are all through my 

house. Flow charts and a very good support system.
Lovell says, "I plan to go do a good job in the DNC 

and help elect Al Gore as president. And I'll remind the 
DNC that gay and lesbian concerns are part of the 
Democratic Party."

Lovell also plans to do something that she feels will 
make her unpopular in the Party.

"We (the DNC) raise money for national races. I 
would like them to leave some of the money here; at least 
a small percentage of it, to build up our statewide efforts.

"There are some good people out there who need 

help."
Lovell was elected at the Texas Democratic 

Convention in Ft. Worth and will be confirmed at the 
national convention in Los Angeles in August.

Although her election to the DNC is a first, Lovell 
believes it is only the beginning.

"It will happen more and more. There are so many 
young people out there; young people who have grown 
up to be open. That's where the future of the Democratic 
Party lies," she said.

Convention

the delegate positions by faxing com-

After losing a spot by 150 votes in 
1996, this year White placed ads in 
Alabama's monthly gay paper and dis­
cussed his campaign with family, friends 
and coworkers.

Although everyone knew he is gay. 
"I'm pretty much the poster boy over 
here," he laughed.

He received the second-highest 
number of votes at the June 6 caucus, 
winning one of the two male delegate 
slots from his district.

First place in the selection process 
went to former Alabama Attorney 
General and gubernatorial candidate 
Bill Baxley. "He had a lot of name recog­
nition, and I am really honored that I 
was people's second-highest choice after 
him," White said.

Louisiana sending 
two gay delegates

This August Louisiana will be send- 
ing two delegates who are openly gay 
and lesbian to the Democratic National 
Convention in Los Angeles.

Jan Harrell and Christopher Daigle
were both elected as at-large delegates PAC, and at one point she and Daigle 
by the Democratic State Central co-chaired the organization.
Committee, which met June 3rd in Daigle and Harrell campaigned for 
Lafayette. the delegate positions by faxing com-

This will be only the second time in mittee members a flyer that described 
Louisiana history that openly gay dele- the voting power of gay, lesbian and 
gates have been elected: The first was bisexual residents of Louisiana.

David White, who heads up the state's 
gay rights froup, was the second-highest 
rate getter.

in 1984.
Both Harrell and Daigle are from 

New Orleans. Daigle is the chair of 
LAGPAC, the Louisiana Lesbian and 
Gay Political Action Caucus.

Ala. sends first gay delegate to Dem
by LAURA BROWN and AMY GILL

Alabama will send its first-ever 
openly gay delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention this year, when 
David W. White represents the state's 
6th Congressional District as a delegate 
for Vice President Al Gore.

White, a Birmingham resident and 
claims coordinator for Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Alabama, leads the Gay & 
Lesbian Alliance of Alabama.

While White said he knows of clos­
eted gay people who have served as 
Alabama delegates in the past, he hopes 
his open presence sends a message to 
the Democratic Party at the national and 
state level.

"The main thing is that I want peo­
ple to understand that gay people are 
everywhere in smaller states as well as 
bigger states," he said. "I also want to 
send a message to the Alabama delega­
tion: They need to know that they 
receive a lot of support from the gay and 
lesbian community in Alabama, and I 
am here to put a face on that support.

"I think the Democratic Party in 
Alabama needs to reach out more."

Alabama doesn't have a chapter of 
the Stonewall Democratic Federation, a 
gay Democrat group, and White said he 
mounted his campaign to become a del­
egate on his own.

It’s about you...
Our primary mission is restoring YOUR health and well-being. Our concern to every aspect of YOUR home 

health care needs demonstrates our commitment to this goal. Our pharmacists and professionals 

maintain open lines of communication with YOU, YOUR family, and YOUR physician 

regarding YOUR medictions and therapy.

It’s about us...
SOUTHSIDE PHARMACY-INFUSION

provides Pharmaceuticals, Durable Medical Equipment Supplies and Home Health Care Services. 

WE have been providing these quality services since 1992, and WE are an approved provider for Texas 

HIV Medications Program. WE accept most major medical insurance assignments for PPO, HMO,

Medicare, Medicaid, and most Third Party Plans.

It’s about timely care...
SOUTHSIDE PHARMACY-INFUSION

Bellaire Blvd. @ Stella Link 

713-660-8888 • fax 713-661-4828 

sspharmacy@aol.com

Harish D. Katharani, R.Ph.

Askari Naqvi, R.Ph.

24-HOUR IV THERAPY AVAILABLE 

FREE! LOCAL, STATEWIDE, & NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
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Hate crimes bill passes
>- Continued from Page 1
and the leadership of President Clinton, 
America is one step closer to becoming a 
safer place for all Americans," said HRC 
Executive Director Elizabeth Birch.

Clinton lobbied strongly for the measure, 
which passed as an amendment to the mas­
sive Department of Defense authorization 
bill. In his State of the Union address in 
January, Clinton urged Congress to pass the 
legislation without delay. The president vis­
ited Monday with the family of African- 
American hate crime victim James Byrd Jr., 
then called senators to ask for their votes.

"Crimes motivated by hate are really 
fundamentally different and I think should 
be treated differently under the law," 
Clinton said. "I ask all of you to stand up 
with this fine family. We have to pass this 
legislation."

. Vice President Al Gore left his presiden­
tial campaign trail in Kentucky to fly back to 
Washington, in case he was needed to cast a 
tie-breaking vote in favor of the bill in the 
Senate.

Gore presided over the Senate during the 
vote, but did not need to vote because 13 
Republicans crossed party lines to vote in 
favor of the measure. Only one Democrat, 
Sen. Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.) voted against it.

Texas Senators Kay Bailey Hutchison 
and Phil Gramm, both Republicans, voted 
against the hate crimes measure.

Within 24 hours of Tuesday's historic 

vote, Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott (R- 
Miss.), put aside the Defense authorization 
bill containing the hate crime amendment, 
turning the Senate's attention on Wednesday 
to a foreign aid measure.

GOP hate bill also approved
Shortly before passing the gay-inclusive 

hate crime bill, which was co-sponsored by 
Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.) and Sen. 
Gordon Smith (R-Ore), the Senate also voted 
50-49 to add a GOP-sponsored hate crimes 
amendment to the Defense bill.

That proposal, sponsored by Sen. Orrin 
Hatch (R-Utah) in an attempt to derail the 
Kennedy-Smith amendment, did not add 
sexual orientation and the other new cate­
gories.

It also did not expand federal jurisdic­
tions over prosecutions; instead, it called for 
study on whether state and local prosecutors 
were pursuing hate crimes and allocated $5 
million to help pay for prosecutions. The 
gay-inclusive hate crimes amendment also 
included funding for state and local prose­
cution.

Hatch's proposal also did not include 
specific categories like race, religion and sex­
ual orientation that would be the basis of a 
hate crime.

Hatch's proposal directed the use of fed­
eral money to prosecute crimes "motivated 
by animus" because of the victim's "mem­
bership in a particular class or group."

"The vagueness of this kind of language 
led a Utah state judge to dismiss felony 
charges against two gay bashers because he 
determined the language to be 'incomplete' 
and 'unenforceable,'" HRC reminded 
Senators in an e-mail titled "Why a Vote For 
Hatch Does Nothing to Fight Bias Crime."

Final passage still uphill
Tuesday's vote represents a major victo­

ry for the gay-inclusive hate crimes bill, 
which was known as the Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act last year and is now dubbed 
the Local Law Enforcement Enhancement 
Act of 2000.

But the measure still faces an uphill bat­
tle to win final passage. The Senate version 
of the defense authorization bill now 
includes more than 100 amendments, and as 
Senate majority leader, Lott has suggested 
he may table the mammoth legislation indef­
initely unless the amendments could be sep­
arated out.

The Clinton administration, which 
allowed last year's hate crime rider to be 
removed by conference negotiators, has 
vowed to prevent a similar fate for this 
year's measure, according to a report in the 
New York Times. Gore told the newspaper 
that the president has promised to veto the 
defense spending measure if the hate crime 
amendment is removed, a tactic that has 
worked in the past.

The House of Representatives also must 
approve the defense bill, and many 
observers feel it is unlikely to pass the hate 
crimes bill as an amendment to its version. 
The hate crime proposal has 190 House 

sponsors, including 170 Democrats and 20 
Republicans, according to the National 
Stonewall Democratic Federation.

House Majority Leader Dick Armey (R- 
Tex.) has indicated the measure will not even 
receive a vote in that body, but supporters 
are optimistic.

"We'll make Armey eat his words," 
Kennedy said.

The Hate Crimes Prevention Act failed to 
pass last year under similar circumstances. 
On an unrecorded voice vote that provided 
cover to those who didn't want to be known 
as supporting gay rights, the Senate attached 
the hate crimes bill to an appropriations bill 
for the departments of Commerce, State and 
Justice.

The House failed to do the same, and did 
not even debate the Hate Crimes Prevention 
Act. Facing fierce Republican opposition, the 
hate crimes bill was dropped from the appro­
priations bill in the conference committee.

But supporters of the bill said they hope 
the results will be different this year, and 
they reminded potential opponents of the 
litany of high-profile hate crimes—including 
Byrd's murder and the murder of gay 
Wyoming college student Matthew 
Shepard—as proof of the need for the bill.

Kennedy urged his colleagues to "take a 
clear and unequivocal stand" against hate 
crimes of all categories.

"Hate crimes are modem day lynch­
ings," he said during debate in the Senate. 
"They tear at the heart and soul of our coun­
try."

The Associate Press contributed to this 
report.
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SLOUCHING THROUGH SODOM
March for the right reasons
by MICHAEL
ALVEAR

Watching a Pride
parade is like watching Ralph Reed, Jerry 
Falwell and Gary Bauer go over the Grand 
Canyon in your new convertible.

On the one hand you get to see freaks 
go over the edge. On the other hand, it 
comes at a tremendous personal sacrifice.

Pride marches went over the cliff a few 
years ago when we decided all that crap 
about rights and equality was cutting into 
our partying. In the early years, going to 
Pride was an admirable, courageous act, 
the equivalent of going on a firewalk.

Today, Pride parades are more freak 
shows than rites of passage. And bad 
ones at that. My biggest beef isn't that 
they suck (they do—I've seen better floats 
in high school homecoming parades) or 
that they tear down everything we work 
for (we act out every offensive stereotype 
we spent the past year trying to break 
down).

No, my biggest beef against Pride 
marches is that they celebrate the wrong 
thing—being gay.

Why? Because there's nothing intrinsi­
cally good about being gay. For every Walt 
Whitman there's a Roy Cohn. For every 
Elton John there's a Jeffrey Dahmer. For 
every gay hero there's a gay asshole.

If were going to celebrate anything, it 
should be the way we handle being gay. Like 
surviving it, for starters.

There is no other group in America 
today—none—that is so systematically and 
publicly attacked by society. From birth to 
death, we're constantly faced with the threat 
of abandonment, isolation—even physical 
attacks—from friends, strangers, team­
mates, families and churches.

Things have improved dramatically, but 
we still live in a society that bares its fangs at 
us every chance it gets. And you just never 
know whether it's a pose or a poise to strike. 
Ask Matthew Shepard.

You can't live under those conditions 
without it profoundly affecting you. The 
real source of pride in our lives isn't that 
we're gay; its that we're survivors. And our 
survival is a testament to our resiliency, our 
character, not our gayness.

For those of us who faced the sometimes 
mortal danger of being different and didn't 
turn to the bottle, a razor or a fake marriage, 
there is real reason to celebrate, real reason for 
pride. We've kept our humanity in the face of 
brutality. We've learned how to bloom in bar­
ren soil.

In straight life, heroism is a usually a 
one-time phenomenon. A dangerous event 
happens once, and the hero rises to the occa­
sion with strength and courage.

In gay life, the dangerous event happens 
over and over and over again. Every day 
somebody says they hate fags. Everyday 
some church wants to excommunicate us. 
Everyday the military wants to banish us. 
Every day some parent throws his gay kid 
out the door.

Like most gay people, my life is filled 
with the opportunity for fear to flourish. 
Cowardice and heroism are wings that beat 
simultaneously, jerking me in one direction 
and then another. The times I am heroic, I'm 
quite clear that I'm not forging a gay identi­
ty; I'm forging human character.

And that's what we should be celebrat­
ing at Pride—character. Not homosexuality. 
Self-esteem isn't built by wearing buttless 
chaps at an all-gay event straight people 
won't attend. It's bringing a male date to the 
company picnic.

Pride isn't forged because you sit in the 
back of a convertible wearing a dress. It's 
earned when you don't let go of your 
boyfriend's hand, even when you see 
straight people coming.

Self-respect doesn't come because you 
flash your tits to a drunk crowd. It comes 
from telling that nice lady sitting next to you 
on the plane the real reason why some 
young man hasn't snatched you up yet.

A lowered voice, a hand unclasped, a fact 
omitted—these are the words and gestures 
that make up the language of being gay.

A raised voice, a hand clasped, a fact 
clearly stated—these are the words and ges­
tures that make up the language of being a 
hero.

Celebrating our gayness is like congratu­
lating grass for being green. Celebrating our 
heroism, now that's worth a parade.

Michael Alvear can be reached at 
mikealvear@aol.com 

issues. And, rightly so, securing human 
rights for all is integral to the well being of 
society.

Alas, my jubilation over Gay Pride and 
all that it represents has, over the years, 
diminished. My enthusiasm for my lesbian­
ism has remained solidly intact. But, I have 
become increasingly disconcerted over our 
strident efforts to assimilate so thoroughly 
with the status quo. I have repeatedly heard 
the argument that, after all, we are just like 
heterosexual people and therefore, our 
rightful place is around and alongside the 
'norm.'

Of course, as human beings, we pos­
sess the same needs, experience the same 
feelings, deserve the same rights and 
rewards. There is, however, a very distinct 
and deliberate point of departure between 
Us and Them. Since our culture has 
devised a locktight system of compulsory 
heterosexuality, any person who contra­
dicts this sexual mandate is automatically 
thrust outside of the mainstream. As sexu­
al outlaws, we are relegated to the fringes 
of society; we are on the outside looking 
in. At first glance, a logical strategy may 
be to maneuver to the more prominent 
position of front and center.

Let us take another look from the 
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Nothing wrong with being ‘on the outside’
by MARIA E.
MINICUCCI

fringes: let us consider the possibility that 
there may be advantages to being on the 
outside. What possible advantages could 
there be? Well, we definitely have a much 
sharper image of the goings on inside. We 
can discern more readily and with critical­
ly trained vision, what to accept and what 
to reject. We have much more 'space' to 
recreate thoughts, values, mindsets, ways 
o being that reflect a gentler, kinder civi­
lization. Living around the edge leaves us 
more unencumbered by psychic debris; 
t e stuff that is detrimental to persons and 
the planet.

Some queers, consciously or not, have 
taken up their place on the fringes with rel- 
is . Those audacious queers may, in fact, 
prove to be a boost to our soaring spirits 
and soulful' sensibilities rather than an 
embarrassment to the 'Family.'

This year, consider taking Pride a step 
further; embrace the privilege of being 
among society's sexual outlaws. We live 
extraordinary lives. We love in extraordi­
nary ways. Aren't we worth staying on the 
outside of ordinary?

Maria E. Minicucci is director of the Centet 
jor Creativity, Knowledge and Change, and cur- 
rent president of the Houston Lesbian and Gay 
Community Center.

I freely and with 
pride admit that I 
am a woman in 

love. I have, for 25 years, been completely 
captivated, enthralled and ecstatic with my 
heart's desire.' There never has been nor 
ever will be a worthy rival to influence my 
life choice. This Great Love in my life is— 
my Lesbianism.

It was a "love at first foray" type of situ­
ation and, against all odds, has endured 
and remained a most cherished part of who 
I am. Since I have a tendency to be ruled by 
my passions, discovering woman-to- 
woman love had me exclaiming its virtues 
to anyone and everyone. And, anyone and 
everyone could not argue against such a 
convincing proclamation.

As we celebrate Gay Pride 2000, many 
"queer revelers" will fill the streets hoping 
that anyone, who is dubious, will be con­
vinced that being gay, lesbian, bisexual or 
transgendered is okay, acceptable even.

The annual Gay Pride celebration is a 
culmination of hours, days and weeks of 
developing and implementing a gay agen­
da to squeeze into the flow of mainstream
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A femme by any other name isn’t necessarily feminine
by JENNIFER VANASCO to find their way out of the woods.

But in the end, a femme is defined by 
the way she routinely works to keep up a 
girl appearance.

As for me. I'm careful not to wear any­
thing that would ruin if I were to sit on a curb 
or get splashed by a taxi. I don't do anything 
to my hair that would cause me to panic if con­
fronted by a sudden, drenching rainstorm. 
I use gel-type stuff, but who would notice?

As the song goes, I enjoy being a girl— 
but I don't put a lot of effort into express­
ing it. That's why I'm not a femme.

sixth grade, I was Luke Skywalker for 
Halloween, not Princess Leia.

My first year of college, I cut my hair 
off and practiced masculine hand ges­
tures. I saw more masculine or androgy­
nous women as rejecting hurtful patriar­
chal values; I saw them as strong, power­
ful and sexy, and I wanted to be like them.

That doesn't tell all of the story, of 
course. I have also always enjoyed the 
light swishing of skirts around my 
ankles, and the tickle of curls at my neck.

My bedroom is painted pink. I'm not 

Saying someone is femme doesn't tell 
you anvthing about her personality. Some 
people think that femmes won't do anything 
that might chip their nail polish. Not true.

But we know a femme when we see 
one, because she is the woman checking 
her mascara in her compact; she is the 
one whose shoes match her purse.

Saying someone is feminine, however, 
tells you less about what she wears and 
more about who she is. She is likely to be 
sensitive, tender-hearted, given to liking 
children and small animals.

She's deeply nostalgic. She cries. And 
she wears everything from lace and lin­
gerie to boxers and a ball cap. In other 
words, the kind of person she is often 
seems to be the kind of woman a female 
is "supposed" to be.

Femmes seem more powerful some­
how. Look up the word "femme" in a 
search engine, and you get referred to 
pages for "La Femme Nikita," the Violent 
Femmes and dominatrixes.

Look up "feminine" and you find pages 
devoted to wishy-washy spirituality (often 
engaging the "feminine spirit") and tampons.

Femme and feminine aren't mutually 
exclusive. There are plenty of feminine 
femmes; they're just not all that way. And 
there are plenty of feminine women who 
regularly "femme out," particularly when 
heading to the bars. (I fall into that category.)

I guess I should take it as a compliment 
when people say I'm a femme; but how can a 
label be a compliment if it doesn't describe 
who you really are? It7s like being called a jock 
when you've never been able to catch a ball.

There's nothing wrong with being a 
femme. But labels can be dangerous and 
restrictive. Sometimes, subconsciously, we 
try to round our edges to make ourselves fit.

E-mail Jennifer Vanasco at vanasco 
©chicagofreepress.com.

athletic. I wear clothes that emphasize 
the female attributes of breasts and hips. 
But all this doesn't make me a femme.

It just makes me feminine.
What's the difference? Femme is a 

gender; it's about how you present your­
self to the world. Femininity is about the 
type of person you are.

Femmes are femmes because looking 
like a girl is a priority. They may be inde­
pendent, they may be able to change a 
tire on the highway, perhaps they can 
even jerry-rig a compass out of an acorn 

Femme is a gender; it's about how you present yourself to 
the world. Femininity is about the type of person you are.

Gay people are always 
mistaking me for a femme.

It's an easy error to make, I guess. I 
have longish hair, I wear dresses and I've 
been known to slip the occasional tube of 
pink lipstick into a purse.

I've noticed that more people have 
started labeling me as femme now that I 
have a girlfriend on the athletic, butch side.

When I meet new friends, I can almost feel 
them tucking us nicely into a well-worn equa­
tion deeply inscribed in our collective memo­
ry: Lesbian couple equals butch-plus-femme.

This is a real change from my previous 
relationship, when we were both more 
feminine looking. Lesbians, gay men and 
straight folks alike were often not quite 
sure about how to peg us. We were used 
to being asked, "Are you really lesbians?"

People are more comfortable with me 
now that they think that my girlfriend and I 
are settled into roles we're all familiar with, 
roles we all know how to act out. They see 
her as the butch and me as the femme.

But it's just not true.
In fact, for a long stretch of my life, I 

tried my best to make it as a swaggering 
dyke. In third grade, I nearly punched the 
class bully because I was trying to protect 
a delicate, sweet-faced second-grader. In 

Don’t give in to the butch-femme, hetero role models

women. Period. End of story.
But our culture's attempt to under­

stand same-sex attraction is saturated 
with stereotypes, gender role expecta­
tions, social pressures and ideology.

The dominant view of sexual attrac­
tion is that it is a natural force that occurs 
between male and female, masculine and 
feminine, Rhett Butler and Miss Scarlet 
just as magnetism occurs between oppo­
site poles of a magnet.

Rather than trying to make sense of the 
idea that men can b’e attracted to men and 
women to women, many people tend to 
view homosexuality in terms of the het­
erosexual model they already know.

They assume that at least one partner 
or—incoherently—maybe both partners in a 
gay couple somehow embody the other sex.

Pioneer 19th century gay advocate 
Karl Ulrichs argued that gay men had a 
female soul in a male body. Actress Mae 
West admonished police in the 1920s that 
they should not beat up gay men 
"because it is like hitting a woman."

This view still has influence. College 
students shown films of a series of brief 

interviews with people they did not 
know rated the men as more effeminate 
when told they were gay than when told 
the same men were heterosexual.

Most gay men and lesbians now reject 
this view of their sexuality as an alien 
imposition. But historically some (not all) 
gays and lesbians apparently accepted 
the idea uncritically and acted out 
"butch-femme" relationships.

Gender role differences between the 
sexes are especially pronounced at the lower 

economic and educational level. So it is not 
surprising that some lower level gay men 
and, particularly, lesbians simply modeled 
their own ’relationships on the heterosexual 
relationships they saw around them.

Writing in the "Encyclopedia of 
Homosexuality," archivist Joan Nestle says 
that historically butch-femme lesbian cou­
ples existed mostly among lower econom­
ic level ("working class") lesbians.

According to Nestle, young newly out 
lesbians were pressured to choose one role or 
the other and were then instructed in "the 

expected dress, attitude and erotic behavior."
Modem feminism with its advocacy of 

sexual equality offered a persuasive critique 
of butch-femme as heterosexual role-playing.

Among gay men, by contrast, "butch" 
and "femme" refer not so much to com­
prehensive social roles as to components 
of personal behavior.

Gay men who come out later in life 
continue to act much the way they did 
before they came out. But some young 
gays just coming out do seem to pass 

through a mildly effeminate phase before 
they settle down into a stable, secure self.

They may have absorbed from the media 
or their peer group the cultural stereotype that 
gay men are sissies or somehow feminine.

Young-men whose personalities are 
not fully stabilized may experiment with 
different behavior to see what feels most 
authentic for them.

Acting in a cross-gender, stereotypical, 
or stylized fashion is a way to draw atten­
tion. Jack on "Will and Grace" is funnier 
and gets more attention than Will.

Young gay men need not be urged to 
act masculine and young lesbians to act 
feminine. That is not the point.

But we should reassure young people 
that they do not have to act out mainstream 
society's view of what gays are or should be 
like. "Relax, just be yourself," we can say.

Eventually, of course, most young 
gays grow out of any cross-gender 
behavior once they become comfortable 
with themselves and it no longer meets a 
psychological need.

This provides a clue for why many of us 
find ourselves uncomfortable when we meet 
someone who is acting out a cross-gender 
stereotype. We suspect we are in the pres­
ence of an act, a pose—a performance, not a 
person—and that we are being related to not 
as an individual but as an audience.

Most of us want to relate to the real per­
son behind the pose. But some people, espe­
cially young people, may fear that their real 
self is just not very interesting or appealing, 
so they are reluctant to expose it.

If so, then the pose, the performance real­
ly functions as a sort of defense mechanism. 
And it is disconcerting to see anyone betray 
Iris insecurities so conspicuously.

Paul Varnell is a syndicated writer and 
edits the Independent Gay Forum web-site 
(wurw.indegayforum.org). His e-mail address 
is: Pvarnell@aol.com

by PAUL VARNELL

In principle, there is 
nothing complicated about 
homosexuality. Some men 
like men. Some women like

Many of us are uncomfortable when we meet someone acting 
out a cross-gender stereotype because we suspect we're in the 

presence of an act, a pose—a performance, not a person.
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by RICH ARENSCHIELDT living connection I now have to my mom, and I 
treasure her. My uncle is that particular type of 
southern guy who can go the grocery store for 
milk and make 12 new friends in the process.

Upon seeing them, (and my other sister) I 
blubber some more—this time the hysterics are 
captured on film by my dad, who in evil concert 
with Paige has made this massive convergence to 
our childhood stomping ground possible. We are 
a small clan and everyone who is important to me 
is here. After some small talk our travel weary 
gang decides to get some shut eye and we all scat­
ter through the big old house to bed.

My grandmother, particularly concerned 
about sleeping arrangements, puts Cary and me 
in the back room where we are relegated to sepa­
rate day beds, contraptions which have been 
designed for 3-foot pygmies with excellent spinal 
fortitude. Cary and I lay on our respective 
medieval torture sofas and talk.

Houston resident Rich Archenschieldt writes 
about the arts, HIV, and advocacy issues for the 
Houston Voice.

"Did I make a good impression?" he asks. 
"Don't worry," I reply, "just be polite and eat 
everything Grandma puts in front of you—you'll 
do fine." We laugh at this as Cary has never in his 
entire life refused any nutritive substances ever 
offered to him.

The next morning I awake uncharacteristical­
ly early and slip downstairs to hear Grandma 
mutter and putter about. She still wonders why I 
can't eat a 'proper breakfast' at 7 am. She inquires 
about Cary ( I can hear the wheels turning 

The occasion was particularly interesting in 
that my sister's partner Sunny is Japanese. She has 
unknowingly entered into one of the most white- 
bread families in the known universe. As the 
weekend progresses, I notice how much my 
extended family has accepted everyone. I was 
soon to find out just how much they had changed.

Our last day was spent sightseeing in 
Philadelphia. We saw the Liberty Bell and 
Independence Hall. The tour was so dull—Cary 
and I were primarily interested in the decor and 

We had unexpectedly taken a hard left turn smack into the 
middle of the city's gay pride festival... At that moment I knew 

that those I cared about were able to share in my life—all parts 
of it—not just those aspects they were comfortable and familiar 

with, but also the fringe elements that were totally alien to them.

squeakily in her head).
"No, we aren't together," I say. "But he's very 

important to me—part of my family" I mention 
other friends she knows about as additional 
points of familial reference points and she, as if all 
of the sudden, understands my meaning. Her old 
world conventional concept of family melds with 
my highly unconventional view and both are able 
to co-exist in her mind. Then she asks "Do you 
want a bagel? You know, I've never eaten one." 
She munches the doughy bread—new experi­
ences abound.

As traditional as we are, my family history in 
terms of sexuality has been much more accepting 
than most. Our parents have been wonderfully 
supportive of their two gay kids and we have 
never felt compelled to hide our lifestyle. 
However, this weekend is the first time we have 
spent any time mixing extended family with our 
gay friends and partners.

called the "most significant event in American 
history." We wanted to know "Where did those 
sconces come from?" and "Could we get them 
from Pottery Bam?" Then, upon leaving the most 
"hallowed place in America" it happened... the 
most cathartic event of the weekend.

As our car rounded the comer we noticed an 
almost instantaneous change in the crowd. 
Suddenly, muscle clones, softball girls and pairs of 
men and women in all shapes and sizes material­
ized out of nowhere. Our little back seat gay quar­
tet (me, Cary, Paige and Sunny) pricked up its 
ears. There was a definite change in the scenery.

Abruptly my 'good ole bo/ uncle proclaimed 
(in his "Hee-Haw" accent) "Lookit that!"

While stopped in traffic, we came face to face 
with one of the drag queen wonders of the north­
ern hemisphere—platinum hair, matching plat­
inum lame one-piece bathing suit, five-inch plat­
inum heels and makeup just as thick

We had unexpectedly taken a hard left turn 
smack into the middle of the city's gay pride fes­
tival! We exploded into fits and giggles. At that 
moment I knew that those I cared about were able 
to share in my life—all parts of it—not just those 
aspects they were comfortable and familiar with, 
but also the fringe elements that were totally alien 
to them.

In this week of pride, I am most proud of 
those who have supported me every day of every 
year. While many of our family and friends may 
be unfamiliar with the gay lifestyle, they are cer­
tainly familiar with each of us as individuals.

While a lighted extravaganza of a parade is a 
great way to celebrate ourselves, many of our 
family, friends and co-workers are 'en-light-ened' 
by each of us one small bulb at a time.

"I'll be right back, you get 
the boarding passes and I'll meet 
you at the gate" said my li'l gay 

sis, Paige, as she went to park the car in some 
remote airport lot. I trundled in with the bags 
[cosmetic case for me, "Carmex" in nine flavors 
for her] and wait patiently by the gate.

The minutes pass, the departure time to our 
ancestral home in Philadelphia ("City of 
Brotherly Love") draws near. I begin to worry, 
thinking I might call her on her ambically 
attached cell phone to make sure she's okay. 
Then, out of the comer offriy eye, I see a bunch of 
balloons large enough to rival the Pride Parade 
Disco Ball. They are attached to my sister who is 
floating toward the gate.

With my sis are her partner, Sunny, and my 
best friend, Cary ,who is bearing a "Happy 
Birthday" sign as big as the scoreboard at Enron 
Field. I suddenly realize that the four of us are 
spending the weekend together for an early sur­
prise celebration of my fortieth birthday—some­
thing not supposed to happen until early July. 
Much to the shock of the lady sitting next to me I 
dissolve into an emotional puddle at the thought­
fulness of spending a celebratory weekend with 
those in my 'famil/ who mean the most.

We arrive at the east coast home of my grand­
mother, (literally 'over the river and through the 
woods') who, coincidentally, is the 84-year-old 
Bavarian matriarch of our family. She greets Paige 
and me with her traditional formal kiss, welcom­
ing Sunny and Cary (both of whom she has never 
met) with an even more formal "Hello."

More surprises are in store—from the den 
emerge my aunt and uncle who have flown in for 
the weekend festivities. They are from a micro­
scopically small town in the mountains of west­
ern North Carolina, a place where the preachers 
are loud and the tea is sweet. My aunt is the only 
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Close to downtown. Starting at $615.
Bring your cat!
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AN alternative lifestyle 
IN the HEART of MONTROSE

West Alabama
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New countertops 

Inviting, sparkling pool 

Newly remodeled kitchens 
with updated appliances 

Surrounded by quaint 
courtyard with lush landscaping 

Easy access to 1-10, Loop 610, Hwy 59, and I-45 

2 bedroom/1 bath = $765 and up* 
1 bedroom/1 bath = $595*

*prices subject to change without notice

Around the World
World Pride during Holy Year turns spotlight on gays in Italy

ROME (AP)—The furor over whether an international gay Pride festival should take place in the 
midst of a Vatican Holy Year has made homosexuality the talk of the town in Italy. Accommodating, 
but at heart conformists, Italians have always taken 
a "don't ask, don't tell" approach to gay issues. 
"Our country has a double morality. Some things 
can be done, but they can't be spoken about," says 
Niki Vendola, the only openly gay member of 
Parliament. So strong was the taboo that when a 
Cabinet minister broke it recently, he was criticized 
not for being bisexual, but for talking about it. This 
couldn't have been what the Vatican intended 
when it went public this spring with its objections to 
the World Pride Roma 2000, scheduled for July 1-9, ’ 
which it said would be an affront to the pilgrims vis­
iting Rome for the Holy Year. "People are talking, 
people are coming out," said Deborah Oakley- 
Melvin, World Pride's international director. "The 
political and media attention has made this event 
exceptional." The flap threw the city and the ermer, 
whose governments are leftist and viewed by 
Italians as tolerant, into a tizzy. Mayor Francesco 
Rutelli began backtracking on an event his city had 
approved in 1998 and Premier Giuliano Amato 
declared World Pride "inopportune."

Rome's mayor, Rutelli Francesco, has back­
tracked on his support for World Pride 
next month, but he won't ban outright the 
event, which has become the talk of Italy.

Israeli government wants lesbian custody decision overturned
JERUSALEM—The Israeli government asked the country s High Court of Justice to hold 

another hearing on its decision to order the Interior Ministry to register a lesbian as the adop­
tive mother of her partner's biological child, the Jerusalem Post reported June 13. The original 2- 
1 ruling was issued May 29 in the case of Nicole and Ruti Barnir-Kadish, and Ruti s biological 
son, Matan. The Barnir-Kadish family petitioned the High Court after the Interior Ministry 
refused to register the fact that the state of California had recognized Nicole as Matan s adop­
tive mother. The government wants the entire High Court of Justice, and not just a three-judge 
panel, to rule on the case. "The ruling opens a wide breach, as wide as an auditorium, to regis­
ter social-judicial institutions which are not recognized at all by Israeli law. ... These decisions 
should be made first and foremost by the legislature, said government attorney Osnat Mandel.

Concession granted in Scottish debate over 'no promo homo' repeal
EDINBURGH—The Scottish government has agreed to put a "marriage clause" into a 

bill that would repeal laws that forbid the promotion of homosexuality in schools, clearing 
the way for the bill's passage, BBC Online News reported June 17. The provision agreed to 
by Labor Education Minister Sam Galbraith would ^stress in sex education classes "the 
importance of stable family life and relationships," with the addition "including the 
responsibilities of parenthood on marriage." Those fighting the repeal of the so-called 
Section 28 laws were pleased. "After a long hard battle I am relieved that common sense 
has finally prevailed," said wealthy businessman Brian Souter. Galbraith denied that the 
new provisions represented a U-tum in Labor s position.

HIV-positive Japanese man sues police for canceling job offer
TOKYO (AP)—A man filed a suit against Tokyo police June 15 for canceling a job offer after 

he was found to be HIV-positive. The man in his late 20s, whose name was withheld, is seek­
ing $100,000 in damages, said Tsutomu Shimizu, his lawyer. While a graduate student in 1997, 
the man passed an exam to become a policeman. But the Tokyo Metropolitan Police depart­
ment rejected his entry to the force a day before he was to begin work because he tested pos­
itive for HIV—a test was conducted without the man s permission, Shimizu said. "Despite 
having contracted HIV, I can work as a policeman without harming my health," the man said 
in the suit. He claimed "grave privacy infringement" by police in carrying out the HIV test 
without his consent and using that information to cancel his employment. On June 23, a court 
near Tokyo ordered a company and a hospital to pay about $61,600 to a 35-year-old Brazilian 
man of Japanese ancestry fired from his job after he was found to be HIV-positive.

Canadian principal apologizes for lesbian teacher's disclosure
MISSASSAUGA, Ont.-The principal of a school where a teacher announced to her stu­

dents that she is gay has apologized to parents, the Toronto Star reported. On June 9, a first- 
year teacher told two fourth grade and two special education classes that she is gay. The dis­
closure resulted in a discussion about sexual orientation with her students. "I have personal­
ly counseled the teacher involved and advised her that she must refrain from further discus­
sions in this matter," said Principal Debra Powell in her letter to parents. Powell said the topic 
was raised in the classroom as a result of questions from a number of students in the play- 
mn-------- --  “ ground after some asked the teacher about her sex-

For more news, visit ual orientation when they saw a newspaper pic-
www.houstonvoice.com ture of her and another woman at a parade.

- ---------------- —prom staff and wire reports
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UCC establishes $500,000 scholarship for gay ministry students
CLEVELAND (AP)—The United Church of Christ has set up a $500,000 scholarship 

fund for gay and lesbian ministry candidates and urged wider acceptance of gays in the 
ordained ranks of other denominations. The fund, which the 1.4 million-member church 
will seek to double, will provide up to 10 annual scholarships of at least $2,500 each to 
openly gay men or lesbians planning to serve in the UCC ministry. The fund is intended to 
underscore the church's openness to gays both in the pew and the pulpit, and is named for 
the first openly gay man to be ordained by the UCC, Rev. William R. Johnson, currently a 
staff member at UCC national offices in Cleveland. "What gives me great hope is that there 
is at least one Christian denomination, the United Church of Christ, that has worked dili­
gently to understand the Bible and the theological tradition of Christianity," Johnson said.

Lesbian youth minister sues Episcopal Church in Colo, after firing
BOULDER—Two Boulder lesbians filed suit against the Episcopal Church June 13, 

charging that one of them was fired as a youth minister for both homophobic and reli­
giously discriminatory reasons, the Rocky Mountain News reported June 15. Lee Ann 
Bryce and her partner. Rev. Sara D. Smith, an ordamed mmrster in the United Church of 
Christ, are both plaintiffs in the case. In early 1999, following a senes o public d.scuss.ons 
in church committees about Bryce and Smith's relahonsHp oftcrals told Bryce she would 
be fired at the end of that year because of her relabonsh.p, Robert Franken, spokesperson 
for the Episcopal Diocese of Colorado, said that this was a case of the fundamental civil 
right" of a church to "select and supervise its own ministers as it so deems.

Nun experts dismissal following her defiance of Vatican silencing
BALTIMORE—Sister Jeannine Gramick said she expects to be expelled from er or er 

as a result of her defiance of the Vatican's order that she not d,scuss lesbian and ga>-issues, 
the Nalion.1 CalMic Reporle, reported June 14. Gramick was served m lab^May with a fon 
mal order of silence by the general superior of the School Sisters of Notre Dame her reh 
Sous order n Rome Gramick has refused to obey the order, which required her to refrain 
gious oraer in I o Pnce of running New World Ministries, which worked withSiXZt order to be si.ent violates her conscience. "I fee! 

tat no one has the right to ask another person not to tell their own story to a> group. olr o- 
pie who are willing to listen. Gramick s co- 

----------- 77 worker in the ministry, Father Robert Nugent, has 
For more news,.visit gaid he wij] compiy with the order he received. 
WWW.houstonvoice.com —From staff and wire reports

Religion News
Brazil blasts local Catholic church officials for banning condoms

SAO PAULO—Brazil's government blasted the local Roman Catholic church for back­
tracking on a relaxation of its ban on condom use, Reuters news service reported June 17. 
On June 13, Bishop Eugenio Rixen, a member of a Catholic health committee, expressed 
some support for condom use to prevent AIDS, in spite of the Vatican's ban. "We are reflect­
ing whether the use of condoms is less serious, morally speaking, than getting infected or 
infecting other people with the AIDS virus," Rixen said. But by the end of the week, the 
National Bishops' Association reiterated after an internal debate the church's stance against 
condom use by Catholics. The Brazilian Health ministry strongly objected to the change. 
"The Health Ministry understands that sexual abstinence, chastity and fidelity are the rec­
ommendations. .. of the church, but the church should not confuse dogma with science, by 
prescribing condoms or not," said a June 17 ministry statement. A Sao Paulo newspaper 
also quoted Brazilian AIDS official Paulo Teixeira as saying the final ruling of the church 
association represented only the point of view of the "conservative top," while those work­
ing with the people had a different opinion.

Elton John assails Scottish cardinal who disparaged gay love
LONDON—British pop star Elton John lashed out June 15 at the leader of Scotland's Roman 

Catholics for his "ignorance" over homosexuality, Reuters news service reported. "Cardinal 
[Thomas] Winning and his ignorance, is totally represen­
tative of why people are turning away from the Church," 
John wrote in The Spectator magazine. John, a part-time 
Atlantan, was responding to a Spectator article written by 
Winning in which the priest said homosexuals were 
engaged in "a lifestyle that can never respond to the deep­
est longings of the human heart." John said he was aston­
ished to be getting advice from a celibate individual. "As 
a gay man I am perfectly happy with my sexuality and 
my life," wrote the singer. "I can honestly say that the 
deepest longings of my heart are satisfied."

Elton John slammed Scotland's Cardinal Thomas Winning for 
saying gays were engaged in 'a lifestyle that can never 
respond to the deepest longings of the human heart.'

3501 Red Bluff
Cremation • $500 Pasedena, TX 77503

If you have questions please fax to 713-237-1926

OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

Yes, ask us 
for details.

Funeral Home

Family Friendly” Dental Plan 
231-I/5If-5300

No Deductibles • No Claim Forms • No Age Limits 
included in Plan: Vision. Prescription Drugs. Chiropractic Care 

100% Money Back Satisfaction Guaranteed

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 

Licensed to practice law by the 

Supreme Court of Texas since 1974

i*b Stoaft

^MliiMnKMMNESSSESaEHSKiiSSS^S
24-HOUR SERVICE^ 

6,8 & 10 Passenger Elegant Stretch Limousines • (713) SG -3337
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It happens at the Hilton'

occuoanc

Hilton DFW Lakes

A Live Jazz Brunch trio performs 
on Sunday while you treat yourself 
to a complimentary All-You-Can-Eat 
menu of waffles and eggs cooked to 
order, prime rib, honey-glazed 
ham, peel-and-eat shrimp, 
imported cheeses, salads,
delectable desserts and more.

Receive a complimentary Massage to help you 
relax and unwind after a busy day of shopping 
at the Grapevine Mills 
and Bass Pro Shop.

Sample the fragrant 
bouquets of the 

finest wines at a 
local tasting room.

The Wine Tasting 
will feature a 

selection of area 
vineyards and 
popular brands.

CALL 1 - 817-481-8444 
for reservations

1800 Highway 26E Grapevine, Texas

Includes a Romantic 
Dinner for 2 

at the renowned 
Meritage Grille, named 

one of the world's best 
restaurants for wine 

connoisseurs by Wine 
Spectator magazine.

Call for more details Gift cards are also available.

Ask about some of the 
various seasonal

Art Exhibits at the 
Kimbell Art Museum 

and Dallas 
Museum 

of Art.

$149I /person

for two night stay

*Based on double

M t R T A G E

Police Beat
Fla. man convicted for beating to death a dog he thought was gay

OCALA, Fla. (AP)—A man accused of fatally beating a dog because he thought it was 
gay was convicted June 13 of animal cruelty. George Stephens Finley, 58, could get up to 
a year in jail. Witnesses testified that Finley was upset that his wife's neutered male poo­
dle-Yorkshire terrier mix repeatedly tried to engage in sexual activity with another fami­
ly dog, a male Jack Russell terrier. "He felt that the dog was a queer-type dog and it made 
him angry," said Sheriff's Capt. Mike McQuaig. Prosecutors said Finley hit the dog in the 
head with a plastic vacuum cleaner wand and hurled it against a tree. The dog lapsed into 
a coma and was put to death. Finley maintained he struck the dog accidentally.

Md. jury deadlocks in trial of man who sold aloe vera as AIDS cure
BALTIMORE (AP)—A federal jury deadlocked in the trial of a businessman accused of 

selling AIDS and cancer patients an expensive aloe vera solution that he fraudulently tout­
ed as a cure, while a co-defendant was cleared of all charges. Jurors deadlocked June 15 on 
19 counts—including conspiracy, selling an unauthorized drug, and wire fraud—against 
Allen J. Hoffman, 52, of Baltimore. Odus Hennessee, 50, of Lawton, Okla., who supplied 
Hoffman with aloe vera he used to make the "T-Up" solution, was acquitted of all of 11 
charges against him. Prosecutors said Hoffman received $12,000 for a two-week course of 
intravenous treatment. Witnesses testified they watched loved ones suffer and die after 
being given the injections. Assistant U.S. Attorney Virginia B. Evans said the government 
would retry the case against Hoffman.

Police interview gay bar patrons after stabbing death of Fla. man
LONGBOAT KEY, Fla.—A man who was found slain in his home last week had been 

beaten and stabbed multiple times, the Bradenton Herald reported June 13. Police found 
57-year-old James L. "Jamie" Brown dead in his home June 15 after a friend from New York 
asked police to check on him. Brown's clothed body was found face-down on the living­
room floor, said John Kintz, Longboat Key police chief. Friends and associates have told 
police that Brown, who was gay, sometimes brought young men to his home, Kintz said. A 
bartender at Rowdy's, a gay bar in Sarasota, said detectives went to the bar over the week­
end and were asking patrons questions about Brown.

Neb. soldier charged with raping male subordinates deserts trial
OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. (AP)—An Air Force airman who disappeared before

being sentenced for having sex with male subordinates 
faces a second court-martial for desertion. Eric Marcum, 
34, is charged with one count of desertion in a military 
trial scheduled for June 22. He disappeared May 22, one 
day after being convicted of seven counts for sexual 
misconduct with subordinates, including performing 
non-consensual oral sex on one airman and engaging in 
group sex with other male subordinates. Marcum said 
he is bisexual, but denied he assaulted anyone. An 
eight-officer panel sentenced Marcum to 10 years in a 
military prison May 25, despite his absence. A desertion 
conviction carries a sentence of up to six months in 
prison and a bad conduct discharge.

Eric Marcunv an Air Force airman who deserted his court martial, 
had denied coercing a male subordinate into having oral sex.

R.l. sailor charged with sexual assault, attempted murder of man
MIDDLETON, R.L (AP)—A Navy clerk infected with HIV has been charged with sex­

ually assaulting and trying to murder a 29-year-old disabled man. The attempted mur­
der charge was filed against Petty Officer 1st Class John Taylor because he knew he was 
infected with HIV and was aware of the risk to the victim, police said. Taylor, 35 is a 16- 
year Navy veteran now working at the Newport Naval War College. Police' would not 
say whether the disabled man had been infected with HIV.

Two men arrested in 1997 fatal stabbing of Wisconsin AIDS activist
GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP)—Two Wisconsin men have been arrested in the fatal stabbing 

of an AIDS activist three years ago, police said. Paul Foss, 27, who is serving an eight­
year sentence for an unrelated armed-robbery attempt, wrote a letter to the Milwaukee 
FBI office implicating himself and Daniel Chipman, 30, in the June 24,1997 stabbing at a 
Motel 6 of Jeffrey Wahlen, 45, of Marinette, Wi?. The two men met Wahlen at an adult 
bookstore and arranged a meeting that ended with Wahlen's being stabbed 50 times in 
the back, chest, throat and groin, the Green Bay Press-Gazette reported Fo^ bo 
real disturbed" and "freaked out a little" after looking at a pornographic magazine 
Wahlen gave him, and stabbed Wahlen in the back a few minutes later with a small Dock­

et knife. Chipman's version of the event said that 
Foss kept stabbing and kicking him saying "You 
know you love it." 6 y IOU

~From staff and wire reports

For more news,.visit 
www.houstonvoice.com
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We make lots of decisions together.
But some choices I make for me. 

That's why I use PROPECIA.

PROPECIA is the first and only FDA-approved pill proven to treat 
male pattern hair loss on the vertex (top of the head) and anterior 
mid-scalp area in men.

THE NUMBERS

The fact is, for most men, PROPECIA works. The results of 2 years of testing speak for themselves.*

• 5 out of 6 men kept the amount of hair they had (vs. 28% with a sugar pill).

• 2 out of 3 men grew back some of their lost hair (vs. 7% with a sugar, pill).

Most men reported an increase in the amount of hair, a decrease in hair loss, and improvement 

in appearance. And the vast majority of men on PROPECIA were rated as improved by doctors 

(80% vs. 47% with a sugar pill).

‘Based on vertex studies at 2 years of men 18 to 41 with mild to moderate hair loss. 

There is not evidence that PROPECIA works for receding hairlines at the temples. •

THE MOST COMMON SIDE EFFECTS

Clinical tests showed PROPECIA was very well tolerated. Only a very small number of men had 

some sexual side effects, with each occurring in less than 2% of men. They included less desire 

for sex difficulty in acheving an erection, and a decrease in the amount of semen. When the men 

who had these side effects stopped taking PROPECIA, the side effects went away.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION YOU SHOULD KNOW

PROPECIA is for men only. Women who are or may potentially be pregnant must not use 
PROPECIA because of the risk that the active ingredient may cause a specific kind of birth defect. 

(See accompanying Patient Product Information for details.) Likewise, they should avoid handling 

the tablets when they're crushed or broken. PROPECIA tablets are coated and will prevent contact 

with the active ingredient during normal handling.

WHEN YOU COULD SEE RESULTS

Take PROPECIA daily and you could see results in as little as three months. If you stop taking it, 

however, your results will gradually go away over twelve months. And if it hasn't worked in twelve 

months, it is unlikely to be of benefit.

For more information, call 1 -888-806-3725 or visit our website at www.propecia.com/info.

PROPECIA is available by prescription only, so the best thing to do is talk to your doctor.

Know the facts. Many men do, which is probably why over 30,000 prescriptions for PROPECIA 

are filled each week **

Please read the next page for additional information about PROPECIA.

** Weekly prescription data, 01/08/99 to 01/21/00, from IMS Health National Prescription Audit Plus 7^.

Fropeaa
(finasteride)

Helping make hair loss history

MERCK ©2000 Merck & Co., Inc All rights reserved. 004871 (1)(803)-PRP-CON
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Propeoa «
(Finasteride) Tablets

Patient Information about PROPECIA®
(Pro-pee-sha)
Generic name: finasteride (fin-AS-tur-eyed)

PROPECIA** is for use by MEN ONLY.

Please read this leaflet before you start taking PROPECIA. Also, read the information included with PROPECIA each time you 

renew your prescription, just in case anything has changed. Remember, this leaflet does not take the place of careful discussions with 

your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss PROPECIA when you start taking your medication and at regular checkups.

PROPECIA is used for the treatment of male pattern hair loss on the vertex and the anterior mid-scalp area.

PROPECIA is for use by MEN ONLY and should NOT be used by women or children.

Male pattern hairloss is a common condition in which men experience thinning of the hair on the scalp. Often, this results 

in a receding hairline and/or balding on the top of the head. These changes typically begin gradually in men in their 20s.

Doctors believe male pattern hairloss is due to heredity and is dependent on hormonal effects. Doctors referto this type of 

hair loss as androgenetic alopecia.

Results of dimeal studies:

For 12 months, doctors studied over 1800 men aged 18 to 41 with mild to moderate amounts of ongoing hair loss.

All men, whether receiving PROPECIA or placebo (a pill containing no medication) were given a medicated shampoo 

(Neutrogena T/Gel®*** Shampoo). Of these men, approximately 1200 with hair loss at the top of the head were studied for 

an additional 12 months. In general, men who took PROPECIA maintained or increased the number of visible scalp hairs 

and noticed improvement in their hair in the first year, with the effect maintained in the second year. Hair counts in men 

who did not take PROPECIA continued to decrease.

In one study, patients were questioned on the growth of body hair. PROPECIA did not appear to affect hair in places otherthan 

the scalp.

Will PROPECIA work for me?

For most men, PROPECIA increases the number of scalp hairs, helping to fill in thin or balding areas of the scalp. Men 

taking PROPECIA noted a slowing of hair loss during two years of use. Although results will vary, generally you will not 

be able to grow back all of the hair you have lost. There is not sufficient evidence that PROPECIA works in the treatment 

of receding hairline in the temporal area on both sides of the head.

Male pattern hair loss occurs gradually overtime. On average, healthy hair grows only about half an inch each month. 

Therefore, it will take time to see any effect.

You may need to take PROPECIA daily for three months or more before you see a benefit from taking PROPECIA. 

PROPECIA can only work over the long term if you continue taking it. If the drug has not worked for you in twelve months, 

further treatment is unlikely to be of benefit. If you stop taking PROPECIA, you will likely lose the hairyou have gained 

within 12 months of stopping treatment. You should discuss this with your doctor.

How should I take PROPECIA?

Follow your doctor's instructions.

■ Take one tablet by mouth each day.

■ You may take PROPECIA with or without food.

■ If you forget to take PROPECIA, do not take an extra tablet. Just take the next tablet as usual.

PROPECIA will not work faster or better if you take it more than once a day.

■ PROPECIA is for the treatment of male pattern hair Lgss in MEN ONLY and should not be taken by women or children.

■ Anyone allergic to any of the ingredients.

A warning about PROPECIA and pregnancy.

■ Women who are or may potentially be pregnant

- must not use PROPECIA

- should not handle crushed or broken tablets of PROPECIA.

If a woman who is pregnant with a male baby absorbs the active ingredient in PROPECIA, either by swallowing or through 

the skin, it may cause abnormalities of a male baby's sex organs. If a woman who is pregnant comes into contact with the 

active ingredient in PROPECIA, a doctor should be consulted. PROPECIA tablets are coated and will prevent contact with 

the active ingredient during normal handling, provided that the tablets are not broken or crushed.

are the possible effects of PROPECIA?

Like all prescription products, PROPECIA may cause side effects. In clinical studies, side effects from PROPECIA were 

uncommon and did not affect most men. A small number of men experienced certain sexual side effects. These men 

reported one or more of the following: less desire for sex; difficulty in achieving an erection; and, a decrease in the amount 

of semen. Each of these side effects occurred in less than 2% of men. These side effects went away in men who stopped 

taking PROPECIA. They also disappeared in most men who continued taking PROPECIA.

In general use, the following have been reported infrequently: allergic reactions including rash, 

itching, hives and swelling of the lips and face; problems with ejaculation; breast tenderness and enlargement; and 

testicular pain.

Tell your doctor promptly about these or any other unusual side effects.

■ PROPECIA can affect a blood test called PSA (Prostate-Specific Antigen) for the screening of prostate cancer. If 

you have a PSA test done, you should tell your doctor that you are taking PROPECIA.

Storage and handling.

Keep PROPECIA in the original container and keep the container closed. Store it in a dry place at room temperature. 

PROPECIA tablets are coated and will prevent contact with the active ingredient during normal handling, 

provided that the tablets are not broken or crushed.

Do not give your PROPECIA tablets to anyone else. It has been prescribed only for you. Keep PROPECIA and all 

medications out of the reach of children.

THIS LEAFLET PROVIDES A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION ABOUT PROPECIA. IF AFTER READING THIS LEAFLET 

YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR ARE NOT SURE ABOUT ANYTHING, ASK YOUR DOCTOR.

1-800-830-7375, Monday through Friday, 8:30 A.M. TO 7:00 RM. (FT).

'Registered trademark of MERCK & CO., Inc. 
"Registered trademark of MERCK & CO., Inc. 

'"Registered trademark of Johnson & Johnson
COPYRIGHT© MERCK & CO., Inc., 1997 
All rights reserved.

Fropecia ®
(Finasteride) Tablets

MERCK & CO., INC., Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889, USA
Issued August 1999
9090803
004871(1)(803)-PRP-CON

BROTHERS

VISIT OUR WEB SITES 
www.basicbrothers.com 
www.eroticattire.com

Mon - Sat 10am - 9pm 
Sun 12 - 6pm 

1232 Westheimer 
Houston, TX 

713.522.1626

HOUSTON'S BEST SELECTION
OF PRIDE MERCHANDISE!

Official Pride T-Shirts, Caps, & Pins

• Workout Wear

• Swimwear

• Undergear

• Summer Fashion

SEE YOU AT 
THE PARADE!

Take Joy

SATURDAY 9PM

REMEMBERING OUR FOUNDER & MALE GRAND MARSHALL 2000, RICHARD J. WIEDERHOLT
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Coming out 
has come a 
long way

Whereto 
partv for 
Pride 2000
BRIAR PATCH—The staple 
piano bar will not break tradi­
tion during this year's pride. 
They will feature their trade-

voice
JUNE 23, 2000

mark piano sing-a-long sessions 
all night. Like always, there will 
be no cover. Briar Patch is locat­
ed at 2294 Holcombe. For more 
information, call 713-665-9678.

Since Pride began in Houston two 
decades ago, more resources have 
developed to help gay youth

MARY'S—The parade practical­
ly centers around this bar, so 
they plan to make good use of 
it. Mary's is shipping in guest 
DJ SHAWN RUSSELL, and 
converting the bar into a dance 
club. And of course, Mary's 
features an incredible view to 
the parade, with their rooftop 
perched right on Westheimer. 
The festivities start at 8 p.m., 
and there is no cover. Mary's is 
located at 1022 Westheimer, 
for more information, call 
713-527-9669.

SONOMA—The fabulous 
eatery will be featuring a pre­
Parade Dinner. Park early, enjoy 
dinner and walk to the parade. 
Get a complimentary appetizer 
with dinner, 5-9 p.m. Sonoma 
also will feature a final hurrah 
inside and out with a live DJ, 
dancing and $1 mimosas 
Sunday, starting at 3 p.m. 1415 
California. For more informa­
tion, call 713-522-7066.

J.R/S BAR AND GRILL—A 
post-parade party with profes­
sional dancers throughout the 
club is planned. The hell raising 
begins at 11 p.m., lasts until 2 
a.m. and there is no cover. 804 
Pacific Street. For more infor­
mation, call 713-521-2519.

RICH'S—Rich's welcomes 
dance-floor princess TINA 
COUSINS, performing several 
of her club hits, including the 
new smash "Pray." The club will 
definitely be packed with shirt­
less boys at 2401 San Jacinto. 
For more information, check 
out www.richs-houston.com, or 
call 713-759-9606.

by KAY DAYUS
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Dotinu Kenney und April Painter were among the 
youth's attending the Houston Area Teen Coalition 
of Homosexuals prom June 17,
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What a difference a decade or two or three make in the 
history of the gay community. Ray Hill, native Houstonian 
and long-time activist, came out when he was about 16 with­
out support from anyone. Brian Carlson, a fresh-faced kid, 
came out in middle school with the aid of the Houston Area 
Teen Coalition of Homosexuals, and he's still only 16.

Carlson has a great sup­
port system in the other 

young members of 
HATCH. Dressed in 

jacket and tie at

■
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last week's HATCH prom night, Carlson said that pride to 
him means, "Diversity of the community and the fact that 
we don't have to hide who we are; that we are proud of who 
we are; that we are accepted."

Carlson says he is not ashamed of who he is and will tell 
anyone who asks that he is gay.

"Only one person has asked though," he says with a shy 
smile. His parents know and are very accepting of him. "My 
mother's brother was gay, so my mother understands." 
Carlson has been going to HATCH for almost two years and 
loves it. He plans to march proudly march in tomorrow's 
parade.

Carlson's perspective is new, fresh, open and proud. 
Hill's perspective back in the '60s and '70s was no less proud 
and no less open, but it was different in many other ways. 
There wasn't cohesiveness; there wasn't community among 
gays and there wasn't support. In fact, Hill dates activism in 
Houston back to 1977. "That's when we became a commu­
nity," he says.

The very first stirrings of community came in 1975, says 
Hill. And it was brief stir.

"In 1975, pride week was a news conference announcing 
the birth of what was to become the Houston Gay and 
Lesbian Political Caucus." And in 1976, he says, the parade 
consisted of around 200 people marching downtown. "But 
that was the quietest June Houston has ever seen," says Hill 
with a chortle.

"In 1977, Anita Bryant came to town just before Pride 
week," said Hill. That year, Houston didn't celebrate pride 
week at all, but between 8,000 and 12,000 gays came out and 
protested against Bryant instead. "It galvanized the whole 
community, and after that, people came out of the closet all 
over and often," Hill says with more than a touch of pride in 
his voice. He adds that the first "real" pride parade was in 
1979.

For 15-year-old Lesli, Pride 2000 is her first parade. 
Dressed in a formal off-the-shoulder dress at the prom, this 
oretty HATCH member says Pride means many things to 
rer.

"It means being able to tell people who you are and what 
you are about and having them maybe not always accept, 
but communicate with you and come to an understanding 
where they know what you're talking about and try to 
understand what you're going through."

Donna Kenney who's 18 and April Painter, 19, met 
through HATCH and recently moved in together. Kenney 
lived in Angleton, and she said her first step in coming out 
just three months ago, was moving to Houston to a friend­
lier environment. Kenney said that Pride to her means, 
"Being able to be out and just be yourself."

Painter, dressed in shiny purplish shirt, black tie and 
black slacks, said she's been out since she was about 13. For 
Painter Pride is "a sense of balance; a sense of knowing that - 
you're out and the community at-large somewhat accepts. 
you. It means you can actually be yourself around people 
without hiding yourself."
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Two decades of pride From protests to parades, 
Houston's gay and lesbian 
community has noted its 
diversity since the late '70s

by ELLA TYLER

The show at Houston's new Gulf Coast 
Archives and Museum of Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender History shows 
some of the highs and lows and the themes 
and logos of the past 21 years of Pride 
Celebrations.

Houston's first gay pride event was Town 
Meeting I, held June 25,1978, at the Astohall. 
Harris County Commissioners Court, had 
passed a resolution condemning the event, but 
the following week voted to rescind the reso­
lution. Harris County owned the facility, but 
did not operate it.

The first Pride Parade was July 1, 1979. 
The crowd was estimated at between 10,000 
and 12,000. Fireworks at Spotts Park closed the 
evening. This was the first parade, but not the 
first mass gathering of gays and lesbians.

There were protests against Anita Bryant 
in 1977 and a small march in 1976. Parades 
and celebrations followed each year.

In 1981, the Pride theme was "We The 
People," in 1982 it was "A Part Of" and in '83, 
it was "Unity Through Diversity."

In 1984, several weeks before the Pride 
Parade, the Klu Klux Klan tried a march in 
Montrose. Fewer than 100 Klansmen 
appeared and the small crowd of watchers 
consisted of mostly hecklers. It rained.

Lee Brown, then the police chief, praised 

the conduct of the onlookers and complained 
that security for the event cost $80,000.

The theme for 1985 was "Alive With 
Pride." Later that year, in a referendum, city 
voters rejected Houston's ordinance prohibit­
ing employment discrimination on the 
grounds of sexual orientation.

1988 was the first year that Houston Gay 
and Lesbian Pride was printed on every T- 
shirt. Bruce Reeves, museum president, 
remembers the discussion.

"The year before, some T-shirts said 
Houston Gay and Lesbian Pride and some did 
not," Reeves recalled. "I wanted it on the front, 
under the slogan "Rightfully Proud," but lost 
that battle. It was printed on the sleeve so it 
could be rolled up and hidden."

The 1989 parade commemorated the 
twentieth anniversary of Stonewall with the 
slogan "A Generation of Pride." In 1990, the 
theme was "Look to the Future," while in 
1991, the slogan was "Take Pride." This is the 
only year it has rained on the parade, and only 
for the last few minutes.

The collection of material for 1991 includes 
the front page of the Houston Chronicle's met­
ropolitan section which includes a picture of a 
Pride float.

"We do not know if this is the first time 
the Chronicle covered the event in such 
detail. If there are earlier clippings, we'd 
love to have them," Judy Reeves, secretary
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sexual orientation. I

of the museum, said.
In 1992, a presidential election year, 

the theme was "Pride and Power." The 
first big march to Washington D.C. was 
1993. Locally, the theme was "Out and 
Proud." The slogan for 1995 was 
"Houstonewall 25."

Houston's first night parade was June 
28, 1997, to the theme "Glowing With 
Pride." In 1998 the theme was "Unified, 
Diversified, Electrified."

The theme for 1999—"Pride, Power, 

Pizzazz"—prompted Bruce Reeves to sug­
gest a pizza for the Krewe of Olympus float, 
but "I was voted down," he said.

The Gulf Coast Archives and Museum 
of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
History will be compiling a complete histo­
ry of Pride parades.

"We have the Pride Guides for every 
year except 1986, and would welcome 
more material," said Judy Reeves, museum 
director.

For more information, call 713-227-5973.

1HO1 Westheimer

COLOR COPY SALE
June 15th - 3Oth

Color Copies 
as low as 

(in quantity]4OC
1000 Full- Color 
8.5 x 11 Flyers 

$400.00

500 Full- Color
8.5 x 11 Flyers 

$225.00

500 Full- Color 
11 x 17 Flyers 

$450.00

1000 Full- Color 
11 x 17 Flyers 

$800.00
above prices for multiple copies of one original single-sided on photowhite paper

Color Copies 
regardless 
of quantity

49C is for 8.5 x 11" single-sided copies on photowhite paper, 
regularly 79C each, similiar sale prices on other sizes/stocks 

Sale prices do not include file handling charges/computer time for digital print

Opening Soon in Houston

c
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Art you In a soft & secure 
Gny Owntd and Operated 
facility?

Dtdkaftd Goy Unit?

WHI you be corerf fcr by 
Gay

Prafastenafc and
Gay Support Staff?

Is your Ctn ttr
dedicated ta Gdy 
Community and 
supportive

from Alcohob 
Drugs, Depression 

and Anxiety

Alternatives Tips on 
Choosing Gay Treatment
Ask:

programs that exploit the 
gay community, *

Alternatives: 
America's Leader in

Gay and Lesbian Treatment
^®rnat,v®s Is the twitipn^only 
GAY OWNED ANO OPERATED 
alcohol, drug «nd mental health 
program whose leadership has 
provided over 25 years of pride 

> apd service to the Gay, Lesbian, 
Bi-Sexual and Transgender 
Community. Alternatives 
specializes in treating HIWAIDS- 
related grief amftoss. Our HIV s 
specialists are available to 
address all medical rssncwms.

ft mast iMwaw# »c<ept<4

Cail Today

1-800-DIAL-GAY • 1-800-342-5429
www.alternativesinc.com

2

■

Beware Of:
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Coming out has come a long way
>■ Continued from Page 21

Painter and Kenney are helping build 
HATCH'S float and they plan to march with 
the rest of the members.

There was no such place as HATCH for 
Hill and his contemporaries to meet back in 
the '50s and '60s. "We met in the streets or 
at Simpson's Diner downtown. We'd cruise 
the streets," he remembers. He says they 
were afraid to go to the gay bars because 
those would be raided a few times a year.

Gays were too scared to be themselves 
back then, says Hill. "No one used their last 
name. They were too scared. It was Joe from 
Bay town or Jim from Beaumont. You never 
knew the last name."

On the other hand, HATCH youths 
appear to be confident, secure and proud to 
be who they are. They have support from 
peers, family, friends and in some cases, 
their school.

"These are the good old days for the 
kids. To be able to be who you are is a vast 
difference from being nobody. And back 
then, we were nobody-individually and 
collectively," says Hill.

"We had no role models back then, but 
today there is a great difference," Hill said. 
"People and celebrities are coming out of 
the closet all the time. Today's gay kids 
have more role models. They have more 
insight."

But, he cautions, "Today's kids are 
going to encounter opposition and it's our 
job as parents to teach them how to deal 
with it," he says.

*

Longtime community activist, Ray Hill, says 
youths today have more role models and 
resources than he did, but feels it's the duty of 
older generation to help youngsters find a place 
in the community. "Today's kids are going to 
encounter opposition and it's our job as parents 
to teach them how to deal with it," said Hill.

Hill will be at the parade and so will the 
kids of HATCH-the old guard and the new 
guard, side by side. And with a little help, 
the new guard will pick up the march from 
the old timers and take the fight for civil 
rights to new heights.

$2

a

Houston 

City Council 

Member 

At-Large, Position 1

_ - flnnise’arker

‘Do you believe in 
Gay civil rights?’

Progressive Voters in Action to register, 
document liberal voters during Pride

by ELLA TYLER

Politics will mix with Pride on 
Saturday when more than 190 volun­
teers from Progressive Voters in Action 
will register voters at the Pride Parade.

The volunteers, who will be wearing 
white stickers with PVA in large 
black letters, will ask "Do you 
believe in Gay civil rights?" said 
Alex Morua, the group's field direc­
tor.

"We want to register new voters, 
but we also want the names of peo­
ple who are already registered," he 
said.

The first shift of volunteers will 
be visiting with the parade participants 
as they assemble at 5:30 p.m.

"These are people who are activists 
in the LGBT communities, and as far as 
we know, no one has ever collected their 
names," Morua said.

At 7 p.m., a new group of volunteers 
will spread out along the parade route 

to canvass people as they gather to view 
the parade.

"We're doing this because this is the 
only time of the year a large percentage 
of all the communities are all together," 
Morua explained. "If every one of the 
100,000 people who watched the parade 

PROGRESSIVE VOTERS IN ACTION

voted, we'd be living in a different city."
The organization hopes to collect 

names of 10,000 registered voters on 
Saturday. Progressive Voters in Action 
was founded in September 1999 when 
Annise Parker decided that she wanted

> Continued on Page 30
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There's a lot to be said for being proud... 
of who you are, of what you are, 
of the relationships you have.

We can relate.

ome companies merely say that they care about certain 

communities but do very little to back it up. But when you 

choose Chase, you choose a company that has a history of 

supporting causes that are important to our customers and 

employees. What’s more, we are equally committed to 

programs that recognize differences, like a nondiscrimination 

policy that protects .everyone. At Chase, respect for the 

individual is a principle that influences many of our business 

decisions. We look forward to earning your business.

A Proud Supporter 
of Houston’s 2000 
Lesbian and Gay 
Pride Celebration
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THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING?

Visit or call any of our 52 convenient 
branches in the Greater Houston area.

Chase * Downtown 
712 Main St. 
713/216-4865

Chase ♦ Kirby 
3201 Kirby Dr. 
713/525-2287

Chase * Reagan (Heights) 
545 W. 19th St. 
713/868-6791

www.chase.com

For 26 years, 

Houston’s gay 
community has 
had a Voice

by ROBERT B. HENDERSON

When Henry McClurg first moved to 
Houston in 1972 to be a newscaster and disc 
jockey at radio station KULF, he had a lot of 
free time because he was only working six 
hours a night, five days a week.

He bought an IBM typesetting device and 
started publishing a newspaper to occupy 
some of his time. He was in competition 
with Nuntius, an early gay and lesbian 
Houston paper. Nuntius went out of busi­
ness, leaving McClurg's Montrose Star with­
out any competition in the niche market.

It was 1974. The gay and lesbian commu­
nity was beginning to find focus in Montrose, 
but the older "gay ghetto" was in southwest 
Houston, around Greenway Plaza, according 
to McClurg. He sold the Star, but in a few 
months it had gone under and the "no-com­
petition" clause of the sales contract became 
moot. The name was still owned by the short­
term owner, so McClurg opened his newspa­
per with the name Montrose Voice.

"1 also had a newspaper in New Orleans 
called the Crescent City Star. I decided to 
merge the two papers into one, make it more 
of a regional paper," McClurg remembered. "I 
changed the name, when I merged them 
together, to the New Voice. It was the name it 
had when Crad Duren bought it. He changed 
it to the Houston Voice."

The Houston Voice is the oldest and, with 
several temporary exceptions, the only news­
paper geared to Houston's gay community. 
McClurg said it was perseverance that kept 
the paper going. It was not a non-profit busi­
ness, but no profits were the norm during his 
ownership.

"Having a gay paper, having a 'voice' out 
there... to cover these [police raids on gay 
bars] and report them, so everybody could 
actually see it in print... was a part of the lib­

eration movement in every city.

Tolerance can survive if you have an open 
press," McClurg said.

He also credits the election of a number of 
political candidates to coverage from the 
Voice.

"The [Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus] 
was mostly responsible for [electing candi­
dates]," McClurg said, "but we reported their 
endorsements and helped reach more people.

"Thus more people voted for the GLPC 
candidates in the early days when it was the 
'all-powerful' political organization and very 
influential. We elected politicians who were 
favorable to us. The politicians who were not 
favorable to us were not elected."

Larry D. Lingle, an opinion columnist for 
the Voice for a number of years, said most of 
the reaction to his columns came from cus­
tomers of his Montrose business.

"Partly because I'm older, they saw me as 
the voice of an older gay man speaking. They 
related because 1 often did connect things to 
the past and the fact of my own experience. 
The chord I hit was usually with older read­
ers," Lingle said.

A labor of love, McClurg sold the paper in 
December 1993 to Dr. Crad Duren, who 
became the publisher with his life-partner. 
Tad Nelson, who served as editor.

Nelson had worked for McClurg for a 
number of years, and Duren caught wind that 
McClurg was interested in selling the paper.

"I thought this would be a fun thing to 
do," Duren said. "By chance I had studied 
journalism both in high school and college 
before I became a pre-med major. It was a field 
I was not unfamiliar with to some extent.

"I thought we had the advantage with Tad 
being there as to 'hands on' experience for 
multiple years. It wasn't like the nuts and 
bolts would be completely unknown—he had 
worked with the people, he had worked with 
Henry, he knew the advertisers," Duren said.

As major achievements during Duren's

Continued on
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CALL 1-800-760-3311 for information or visit our Web site at www.treathiv.com

Shon G., Atlanta
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Smarter3 
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• Make sure to see your doctor regularly because serious side effects can occur, such as muscle 
damage and a decrease in red and white blood cells

• Rarely, a buildup of acid in the blood and an enlarged liver, including fatal cases, have been seen 

•The most frequent side effects are headache, upset stomach, malaise or fatigue, and runny nose

• Low risk of fat wasting, tingling or burning in the hands and feet, or problems with the pancreas

G /V £ TABLET TWICE A DAY

2 powerful anti-HIV medicines in one tablet, 
taken twice a day with or without food

Because he works out to stay 
focused and strong

Because his little sister looks 
up to him

Because he’s found H!V medicines 
that fit into his lifestyle

Because his viral load is still I 
undetectable (<400 copies per mL*) I 
Because he has COMBIVIR in I
his combination therapy-drugs I
proven to help people with HIV I
live longer, healthier lives’ I

!
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Ask your doctor about

LomnwH
lamivudine^/zidovudine3̂
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K Glaxo Wellcome
A division of G^xo WHIcofne Inc. 
Research Triangle Park, MC2??09 
Web Site- wwwglaxrhvtf kun-KX-urn

Please see Brief Summary for COMBIVIR on the adjacent page.
©2000 Glaxo Wellcome Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

* Roche Ampto HfV-! MONITOR® Test.

CBV406RO March 2000
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*An investigational non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor not approved in the United States.

CONTRAINDICATIONS: C0MBMR Tablets are contraindicated in patients with previously demonstrated clinically significant 

hypersensitivity to any of the components of the product.
WARNINGS: COMBIVIR is a fixed-dose combination of lamivudine and zidovudine. Ordinarily, C0MBIVIR should not be 

administered concomitantly with either lamivudine or zidovudine.
The complete prescribing information for all agents being considered for use with COMBIVIR should be consulted before 

combination therapy with COMBIVIR is initiated.
Bone Marrow Suppression: COMBIVIR should be used with caution in patients who have bone marrow compromise 
evidenced by granulocyte count <1000 cells/mm3 or hemoglobin <9.5 g/dL (see ADVERSE REACTIONS). nn..nnnn

Frequent blood counts are strongly recommended in patients with advanced HIV disease who are treated with COMBIVIR. 
For HIV-infected individuals and patients with asymptomatic or early HIV disease, periodic blood counts are recommended. 
Lactic Acidosis/Severe Hepatomegaly with Steatosis: Lactic acidosis and severe hepatomegaly with steatosis, including fatal 
cases, have been reported with the use of nucleoside analogues alone or in combination, including lamivudine, 
zidovudine, and other antiretrovirals. A majority of these cases have been in women. Obesity and prolonged nucleoside 
exposure may be risk factors. Particular caution should be exercised when administering COMBIVIR to any patient with known 
risk factors for liver disease; however, cases have also been reported in patients with no known risk factors. Treatment with 
COMBIVIR should be suspended in any patient who develops clinical or laboratory findings suggestive of lactic acidosis or 
pronounced hepatotoxicity (which may include hepatomegaly and steatosis even in the absence of marked transaminase 

elevations).
Myopathy: Myopathy and myositis, with pathological changes similar to that produced by HIV disease, have been 
associated with prolonged use of zidovudine, and therefore may occur with therapy with COMBIVIR.

PRECAUTIONS:
Patients With HIV and Hepatitis B Virus Coinfection: In clinical trials and postmarketing experience, some patients with HIV 
infection who have chronic liver disease due to hepatitis B virus infection experienced clinical or laboratory evidence of 
recurrent hepatitis upon discontinuation of lamivudine. Consequences may be more severe in patients with decompensated 

liver disease.
Patients With Impaired Renal Function: Reduction of the dosages of lamivudine and zidovudine is recommended for patients 
with impaired renal function. Patients with creatinine clearance <50 mUmin should not receive COMBIVIR.
Information for Patients: COMBIVIR is not a cure for HIV infection and patients may continue to experience illnesses 
associated with HIV infection, including opportunistic infections. Patients should be advised that the use of COMBIVIR has 
not been shown to reduce the risk of transmission of HIV to others through sexual contact or blood contamination. Patients 
should be informed that the major toxicities of COMBIVIR are neutropenia and/or anemia. They should be told of the extreme 
importance of having their blood counts followed closely while on therapy, especially for patients with advanced HIV 

disease. Patients should be advised of the importance of taking COMBIVIR as it is prescribed.
Drug Interactions: Coadministration of ganciclovir, interferon-alpha, and other bone marrow suppressive or cytotoxic agents may 
increase the hematologic toxicity of zidovudine (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY section of full prescribing information).

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, and Impairment of Fertility: Carcinogenicity:
Lamivudine: Lamivudine long-term carcinogenicity studies in mice and rats showed no evidence of carcinogenic potennai a. 

exposures up to 10 times (mice) and 58 times (rats) those observed in humans at the recommended therapeutic dose.
Zidovudine: Zidovudine was administered orally at three dosage levels to separate groups of mice and rats (bu temaies 

and 60 males in each group). Initial single daily doses were 30,60, and 120 mg/kg per day in mice and 80,220, ano buu 
mg/kg per day in rats. The doses in mice were reduced to 20, 30, and 40 mg/kg per day after day 90 because o 
treatment-related anemia, whereas in rats only the high dose was reduced to 450 mg/kg per day on day 91 ano men io ju 

m9|n mice, seven laterappearing (after 19 months) vaginal neoplasms (five nonmetastasiang squamous cell “f^omas one 

squamous cell papilloma, and one squamous polyp) occurred in animals g'yen the highest dose. One atMPP 9
squamous cell papilloma occurred in the vagina of a middle-dose animal. No vaginal tumors. were found at e o .

In rats, two late-appearing (after 20 months), nonmetastasizing vaginaHsquamous ce I caranomas occurred in anima s 
given the highest dose. No vaginal tumors occurred at the low or middle dose in rats. No other drug related tu 

“"X^dSinmice and rats, the estimated drug^exposurt, (at'

three times (mouse) and 24 times (rat) the estimated human exposure at the recommended therapeutic dose of 100 mg every 

transnlacental carcinooenicitv studies were conducted in mice. One study administered zidovudine at doses of 20 
mJta?oer dav^£ 40 ZI oe day from gestation day 10 through parturition and lactation with dosing continuing in 

offcpnn« of zidovudine ^udy
annrnximatelv three times the estimated human exposure at recommended doses. Alter 24 months, at the mgnest oose, an 
SeSincidence^oWnaltumorTwas noted with no increase in tumors in the liver or lung or any other organ ineither 
nend^lSfindinosare’consistent with results of the standard oral carcinogenicity study in miceas described earlier A 
second « administered Xudhie a mZum tolerated doses of 12.5 mg/day or 25 mg/day (-1000 mg/kg nonpregnant 
S wern or 450 nSkg of term body weight) to pregnant mice from days 12 through 18 of gestation. There was an 
increaseHri thenumbe? of tumors in the lung liver, and female reproductive tracts in the offspring of mice receiving the 

hi9|tVnOoUnownOLwed™ive the results of rodent carcinogenicity studies may be for humans.

Mutaaenicitr Lamivudine: Lamivudine was negative in a microbial mutagenicity screen, in an in vitro cell 
transformation assay, in a rat micronucleus test, in a rat bone marrow cytogenetic assay, and in an assay for unscheduled 
DNA synthesis in rat liver. It was mutagenic in a L5178Y/TK+/- mouse lymphoma assay and clastogenic in a cytogenetic

in a L5178Y/TK+/_ mouse lymphoma assay, positive in an in vitro cell 

transformation assay clastogenic in a cytogenetic assay using cultured human lymphocytes, and positive in mouse and rat 
micronucleus tests after repeated doses. It was negative in a cytogenetic study in rats given a single dose.

Imoairment of Fertility Lamivudine: In a study of reproductive performance, lamivudine, administered to male and female 
rats at doses up to 130 times the usual adult dose based on body surface area considerations, revealed no evidence of 
impaired fertility fudged by conception rates) and no effect on the survival, growth, and development to weaning of the 

^Zidovudine-Zidovudine, administered to male and female rats at doses up to 7 times the usual adult dose based on body 

surface area considerations, had no effect on fertility judged by conception rates.

Pregnancy: Pregnancy Category C.

ULN = Upper limit of normal.
ANC = Absolute neutrophil count, 
n = Number of patients assessed.
'Frequencies of these laboratory abnormalities were higher in patients with mild laboratory abnormalities at baseline.

Observed During Clinical Practice: In addition to adverse events reported from clinical trials, the following events nave been 
identified during post-approval use of EPIVIR and/or RETROVIR. Because they are reported voluntarily from a population of 
unknown size, estimates of frequency cannot be made. These events have been chosen for inclusion due to a combination of 
their seriousness, frequency of reporting, or potential causal connection to EPIVIR and/or RETROVIR.

Endocrine and Metabolic: Hyperglycemia.
General: Sensitization reactions (including anaphylaxis), vasculitis.
Hepatobiliary Tract and Pancreas: Lactic acidosis and hepatic steatosis (see WARNINGS), pancreatitis. 
Musculoskeletal: Muscle weakness, CPK elevation, rhabdomyolysis.
Neiyous: Seizures.
Skin: Alopecia, erythema multiforme, Stevens-Johnson syndrome, urticaria.

OVERDOSAGE:
COMBIVIR: There is no known antidote for COMBIVIR.
Lamivudine: One case of an adult ingesting 6 grams of lamivudine was reported; there were no clinical signs or symptoms noted 
and hematologic tests remained normal. It is not known whether lamivudine can be removed by peritoneal dialysis or hemodialysis. 
Zidovudine: Acute overdoses of zidovudine have been reported in pediatric patients and adults. These involved exposures 
up to 50 grams. The only consistent findings were nausea and vomiting. Other reported occurrences included headache, 
dizziness, drowsiness, lethargy, confusion, and one report of a grand mal seizure. Hematologic changes were transient. All 
patients recovered. Hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis appear to have a negligible effect on the removal of zidovudine while 

elimination of its primary metabolite, GZDV, is enhanced.
DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION: The recommended oral dose of COMBIVIR for adults and adolescents (aideast 12 years 
of age) is one tablet (containing 150 mg of lamivudine and 300 mg of zidovudine) twice daily.
Dose Adjustment: Because it is a fixed-dose combination, COMBIVIR should not be prescribed for patients requiring dosage 
adjustment such as those with reduced renal function (creatinine clearance <50 mL/min) orthose experiencing dose-limiting 

adverse events.

GlaxoWellcome
Glaxo Wellcome Inc.

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

Lamivudine is manufactured under agreement from BioChem Pharma Inc.

Laval, Quebec, Canada

US Patent Nos. 5,047,407; 4,818,538; 4,828,838; 4,724,232; 4,833,130; 4,837,208 and 5,859,021
January 2000/RL-794

Reference: 1. Hammer SM, Squires KE, Hughes MD, et al. A controlled trial of two nucleoside analogues plus indinavir in persons with human immunodeficiency virus infection and CD4 cell counts of 200 per cubic millimeter 

or less. N Engl J Med. 1997;337:725-733.

BRIEF SUMMARY

COMBIVIR® Tablets (lamivudine/zidovudine tablets)
The following is a brief summary only; see full prescribing information for complete product information.

WARNING- ZIDOVUDINE, ONE OF THE TWO ACTIVE INGREDIENTS IN COMBIVIR, HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH HEMATOLOGIC TOXICITY INCLUDING NEUTROPENIA AND SEVERE ANEMIA, PARTICULARLY IN PATIENTS 
WITH ADVANCED HIV DISEASE (SEE WARNINGS). PROLONGED USE OF ZIDOVUDINE HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED 

WITH SYMPTOMATIC MYOPATHY. ai ii-iir Bmi
LACTIC ACIDOSIS AND SEVERE HEPATOMEGALY WITH STEATOSIS, INCLUDING FATAL CASES, HAVE BEEN 

REPORTED WITH THE USE OF NUCLEOSIDE ANALOGUES ALONE OR IN COMBINATION, INCLUDING LAMIVUDINE, 
ZIDOVUDINE, AND OTHER ANTIRETROVIRALS (SEE WARNINGS).

INDICATIONS AND USAGE: COMBIVIR in combination with other antiretroviral agents is indicated for the treatment

Description of Clinical Studies: COMBIVIR: There have been no clinical trials conducted with COMBIVIR. See CLINICAL 
PHARMACOLOGY for information about bioequivalence. One COMBIVIR Tablet given twice a day is an alternative regimen 
to EPIVIR Tablets 150 mg twice a day plus RETROVIR 600 mg per day in divided doses.

Lamivudine Plus Zidovudine: The NUCB3007 (CAESAR) study was conducted using EPIVIR 150-mg Tablets (150 mg 
b.i.d.) and RETROVIR 100-mg Capsules (2 x 100 mg ti.d.). CAESAR was a multicenter, double-blind, placebo-controlled 
study comparing continued current therapy [zidovudine alone (62% of patients) or zidovudine with didanosine or zalcitabine 
(38% of patients)] to the addition of EPIVIR or EPIVIR plus an investigational non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor, 
randomized 1:2:1. A total of 1816 HIV-infected adults with 25 to 250 (median 122) CD4 cells/mm3 at baseline were enrolled: 
median age was 36 years, 87% were male, 84% were nucleoside-experienced, and 16% were therapy-naive. The median 

duration on study was 12 months. Results are summarized in Table 1.

COMBIVIR8 Tablets (lami vudine/zidovudi ne tablets)

COMBIVIR. There are no adequate and well-controlled studies of COMBIVIR in pregnant women. Reproduction studies with 
lamivudine and zidovudine have been performed in animals (see Lamivudine and Zidovudine sections below). COMBIVIR 

should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefits outweigh the risks.
Lamivudine: Reproduction studies with orally administered lamivudine have been performed in rats and rabbits at 130 and 

60 times, respectively, the usual adult dose (based on relative body surface area) and have revealed no evidence of 
teratogenicity. Some evidence of early embryolethality was seen in the rabbit at doses similar to those produced by the usua 
adult dose and higher, but there was no indication of this effect in the rat at orally administered doses up to 130 times the usual 
adult dose. Studies in pregnant rats and rabbits showed that lamivudine is transferred to the fetus through the placenta

Zidovudine: Reproduction studies with orally administered zidovudine in the rat and in the rabbit at doses up to 500 
mg/kg per day revealed no evidence of teratogenicity with zidovudine. Zidovudine treatment resulted in embryo/fetai 
toxicity as evidenced by an increase in the incidence of fetal resorptions in rats given 150 or 450 mg/kg per day and rabbits 
given 500 mg/kg per day. The doses used in the teratology studies resulted in peak zidovudine plasma concentrations (after 
one-half of the daily dose) in rats 66 to 226 times, and in rabbits 12 to 87 times, mean steady-state peak human plasma 
concentrations (after one-sixth of the daily dose) achieved with the recommended daily dose (100 mg every 4 hours), in an 
additional teratology study in rats, a dose of 3000 mg/kg per day (very near the oral median lethal dose in rats of 3bo3 
mg/kg) caused marked maternal toxicity and an increase in the incidence of fetal malformations. This dose resulted in peak 
zidovudine plasma concentrations 350 times peak human plasma concentrations. No evidence of teratogenicity was seen 
in this experiment at doses of 600 mg/kg per day or less. Two rodent carcinogenicity studies were conducted (see 

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility). ahmdiwid nnw
Antiretroviral Pregnancy Registry: To monitor maternal-fetal outcomes of pregnant women exposed to lumbivik and 

other antiretroviral agents, an Antiretroviral Pregnancy Registry has been established. Physicians are encouraged to register 

patients by calling 1-800-258-4263. , nnl hrn^unor.
Nursing Mothers: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that HIV-infected mothers not oreasneed 

their infants to avoid risking postnatal transmission of HIV infection.
COMBIVIR: Zidovudine is excreted in breast milk (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY: Pharmacokinetics. Nursing Mothers 

subsection of full prescribing information); however, no data are available on COMBIVIR or lamivudine. Therefore, j'lere is a potential for 
adverse effects in nursing infants. Mothers should be instructed not to breastfeed if they are receiving COMBiyiH.
Pediatric Use: COMBIVIR should not be administered to pediatric patients less than 12 years of age because it is a fixed-dose 

combination that cannot be adjusted for this patient population.

Lamivudine Plus Zidovudine Administered As Separate Formulations: In four randomized, controlled trials of EPIVIR 300 
mg per day plus RETROVIR 600 mg per day, the following selected clinical and laboratory adverse events were observed (see 

Tables 2 and 3).
Table 2: Selected Clinical Adverse Events (>5% Frequency) in Four Controlled Clinical 

Trials With EPIVIR 300 mg/day and RETROVIR 600 mg/day

Table 1: Number of Patients (%) With At Least One 
HIV Disease-Progression Event or Death

Endpoint

Current Therapy 
(n = 460)

EPIVIR plus 
Current Therapy 

(n = 896)

EPIVIR plus a 
NNRTI* plus 

Current Therapy 
(n = 460)

HIV progression or death 
Death

90(19.6%)
27 (5.9%)

86 (9.6%)
23 (2.6%)

41 (8.9%
14 (3.0%

Pancreatitis was observed in tnree or me odd aoun panenis (<u.D7oj wno received tn vim in controlled 
Selected laboratory abnormalities observed during therapy are listed in Table 3.

Adverse Event

EPIVIR plus RETROVIR 
(n = 251)

Body as a whole Headache 35%

Malaise & fatigue 27%

Fever or chills ____ 10%

Digestive Nausea
Diarrhea

33%
18%

Nausea & vomiting 13%
Anorexia and/or decreased appetite 10%

Abdominal pain 9%

Abdominal cramps 6%

Dyspepsia _______ 5%

Nervous system Neuropathy 12%
Insomnia & other sleep disorders 11%
Dizziness 10%
Depressive disorders_____________ 9%

Respiratory Nasal signs & symptoms
Cough

20%
18%

Skin Skin rashes 9%

Musculoskeletal Musculoskeletal pain 12%
Myalgia 8%
Arthralgia 5%

Table 3: Frequencies of Selected Laboratory Abnormalities Among Adults 
in Four Controlled Clinical Trials of EPIVIR 300 mg/day plus RETROVIR 600 mg/day*

Test 
(Abnormal Level)

EPIVIR plus RETROVIR 
%(n)

Neutropenia (ANC<750/mm3) 7.2% (237)
Anemia (Hgb<8.0 g/dL) 2.9% 241
Thrombocytopenia (platelets<50,000/mm3) 0.4% (240
ALT (>5.0 x ULN) 3.7% (241
AST (>5.0x ULN) 1.7% (241
Bilirubin (>2.5 x ULN) 0.8% (241)
Amylase (>2.0 x ULN) 4.2% (72)
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MEDICATION GUIDE

ZIAGEN® (z-EYE-uh-jen) (abacavir sulfate) Tablets and Oral 

Solution
Established name: abacavir (uh-BACK-ah-veer) sulfate tablets and 

oral solution

In order to take Ziagen safely, you should read all of the 
information in this Medication Guide each time you fill your 

prescription for Ziagen.

What is the most important information I should know about 
Ziagen?

About 5% of patients (5 in 100) who take Ziagen have a 
hypersensitivity reaction (a serious allergic reaction) that may 
result in death. If you have skin rash or 2 or more of the 
following sets of symptoms, you may be having this kind of 

reaction:

• fever
• nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or abdominal pain
• severe tiredness, achiness, or generally ill feeling
• sore throat, shortness of breath, or cough

A written list of these symptoms is on the Warning Card provided 
by your pharmacist. You should carry this Warning Card with 
you. IF YOU NOTICE THESE SYMPTOMS WHILE TAKING 
ZIAGEN, STOP TAKING ZIAGEN AND CALL YOUR DOCTOR 
IMMEDIATELY.

If you must stop treatment with Ziagen because you have had 
this serious reaction, NEVER TAKE ZIAGEN AGAIN. If you take 
Ziagen again after you have had this serious reaction, WITHIN 
HOURS you may experience LIFE-THREATENING symptoms that 
may include LOWERING OF YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE OR 
DEATH.

Ziagen can have other serious side effects. Be sure to read “What 
are the possible side effects of Ziagen?” in the section below.

What is Ziagen?

Ziagen is a medication used to treat HIV infection. Ziagen is taken 
by mouth as a tablet or a strawberry-banana flavored liquid. It 
belongs to a class of anti-HIV medicines called nucleoside 
analogue reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NRTIs). Ziagen is only 
proven to work when taken in combination with other anti-HIV 
medications. When used in combination with these other 
medications, Ziagen helps lower the amount of HIV found in your 
blood and keep your immune system as healthy as possible so 
that it can help fight infection. However, Ziagen does not have 
these effects in all patients.

Ziagen does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. At this time, there is 
no evidence that Ziagen will help you live longer or have fewer of 
the medical problems that are associated with HIV infection or 
AIDS. Because of this, you must be sure to be seen regularly by 
your health care provider.

Who should not take Ziagen?

Do not take Ziagen if you have ever had a hypersensitivity reaction 
(c serious allergic reaction) to Ziagen. In such cases, you should 
return all of your unused Ziagen to your doctor or pharmacist for 

proper disposal.

How should I take Ziagen?

Take Ziagen exactly as your doctor prescribes it.

The usual dosage for adults (at least 16 years of age) is one 

300-mg tablet twice a day.

Adolescents and children from 3 months to 16 years of age can 
also take Ziagen. Your doctor will tell you if the oral solution or 
tablet is best for your child. Also, your child’s doctor will decide 
the right dose based on your child’s weight and age. Ziagen has 
not been studied in children under 3 months of age.

Ziagen can be taken with food or on an empty stomach.

To help make sure that your anti-HIV therapy is as effective as it 
can be, be very careful to take all of your medication exactly as 
your doctor prescribed it and do not skip any doses.

If you miss a dose of Ziagen, take the missed dose immediately. 
Then, take the next dose at the regularly scheduled time.

When your supply of Ziagen and other anti-HIV drugs starts to 
run low, get more from your doctor or pharmacy. It is very 
important that you take anti-HIV drugs as prescribed by your 
doctor because the amount of virus in your blood may increase 
if one or more of the drugs is stopped, even for a short time.

What should I avoid while taking Ziagen?

Ziagen has not been shown to reduce the risk of passing HIV to 
others through sexual contact or blood contamination. Continue 
to practice safe sex while using Ziagen. Do not use or share dirty 

needles.

Talk to your doctor if you are pregnant or if you become pregnant 
while taking Ziagen. Ziagen has not been studied in pregnant 
women and the risk to the unborn child is not known.

Mothers with HIV should not breastfeed their infants because HIV 

in the breast milk can be passed to the infant.

What are the possible side effects of Ziagen?

Some people have had a hypersensitivity reaction (a serious 
allergic reaction) to Ziagen, which can be fatal. Instructions on 
how to recognize a possible reaction, as well as what to do if such 
a reaction is suspected, are discussed in the section “What is the 
most important information I should know about Ziagen?’

The class of medicines to which Ziagen belongs (NRTIs) can 
cause a condition called lactic acidosis, together with an enlarged 

liver. In some cases, this condition can be fatal. Women are more 
likely than men to experience this rare but serious side effect.

Ziagen can cause other side effects. In studies, the most common 
side effects with Ziagen were nausea, vomiting, malaise or fatigue, 
headache, diarrhea, and loss of appetite. Most of these side effects 
did not cause people to stop taking Ziagen. This listing of side 
effects is not complete. Your doctor or pharmacist can discuss 
with you a more complete list of side effects with Ziagen. Talk to 
your doctor promptly about any side effects you have.

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than 
those listed in a Medication Guide. Ask a health care professional 
about any concerns about Ziagen. Professional labeling is 
available to your doctor and other health care professionals. If 
you want more information, ask your doctor or pharmacist to let 

you read the professional labeling.

GlaxoWdlcome
Glaxo Wellcome Inc.

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

January 2000 MG - 005
This Medication Guide has been approved by the US Food and Drug Administration.
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Talk to your healthcare professional about ZIAGEN. Or call 1-888-TALK-2-GW (1-888*825*5249).
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Most people who took ZIAGEN with two other nucleoside analogues as their first combination regimen achieved 

undetectable viral load through 16 weeks.* ZIAGEN does not cure HIV infection/AIDS or prevent passing HIV to 

others. It’s not known whether taking ZIAGEN will slow the progress of HIV disease or help you live longer.

I am two pills a day, with or without food
The easy dosing of ZIAGEN—just one tablet in the morning and one at night, with or without food—simplifies 

your combination therapy.

I give you treatment options
ZIAGEN is powerful enough to achieve undetectable viral load when used in initial combinat 
for example, ZIAGEN + COMBIVIR® (lamivudine 150 mg/zidovudine 300 mg) Tablets—a 
future treatment options. ZIAGEN can be effective in patients who have used anti-HIV drugs before, but the 

effects are less.
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LOWERING OF YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE OR DEATH. 

A buildup of lactic acid and an enlarged liver, im

Important safety information
About 5% of patients (5 in 100) who take ZIAGEN have a 
hypersensitivity reaction (a serious allergic reaction) 
that may result in death. IF YOU HAVE SKIN RASH OR 
TWO OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING SETS OF 
SYMPTOMS, STOP TAKING ZIAGEN AND CALL YOUR 
DOCTOR IMMEDIATELY:

• fever
• nausea, vomiting, diairhea, or abdominal pain
• severe tiredness, achiness, or generally ill feeling
• sore throat, shortness of breath, or cough

A written list of these symptoms is on the Warning Card side effects were nausea, vomiting, malaise or fatigue, 
and Medication Guide provided by your pharmacist, headache, diarrhea, and loss of appetite. Most of these side 
You should carry the Warning Card with you. effects did not cause people to stop taking 7‘AACM

*71% (62/87) of patients taking ZIAGEN with lamivudine + zidovudine in this clinical trial had viral toad undetectable 
below 400 copies/ml using the Roche Amplicor HIV^I MONITOR® Test

Please see important information for ZIAGEN and COMBIVIR on adjacent pages.

01999-2000 Glaxo Wellcome Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in USA. ZIA007R1 March 2000 WWWwZMGEIV.COm

■x s ■■ r '''' ssss* Z. s

■ s



30 HOUSTON VOICE • JUNE 23, 2000

Progressive voters
Continued from Page 30

her political legacy to be a base of voter 
support for progressive issues. Morua and 
Grant Martin, with help from Dr. Maria 
Gonzalez started the group. The group is 
interested in gay voters, but wants non­
gay voters too.

"We see gay rights as part of a broader 
social justice movement which includes 
racial and economic justice as well as 
reproductive freedom," Maura said.

The group works like a political cam­
paign, but operates on an ongoing basis. 
PVA already has the names of 10,000 vot­
ers in its database and an active volunteer 
base of 60. "

We began collecting names on Election 
Day last November by sending volunteers 
to polling places in precincts that have a 
high number of progressive voters," 
Maura said.

PVA volunteers have added new 
names to this list by calling registered vot­
ers in targeted precincts and going door to 
door.

"We ask if the person we are talking to 
supports gay adoption, hate crime legisla­
tion and reproductive rights," Maura said.

The group's goal is to have 100,000 
names by 2003.

"Names on the list will not be shared 
with any other group or political candi­
date," Maura said. "If we decide to sup­
port a candidate, we will arrange with an 

outside mailing house to do a mailing in 
that district, but the candidate never sees 
the names."

The volunteers for the Pride Parade 
project have been recruited from a variety 
of sources.

"We have a group of social workers, 
and I've been to MCC, gay day at 
Astroworld, a Green Party meeting, 
Nuestra Palabra (a monthly Latina poetry 
reading) and set up a table at Bocados. 
The GLPC is helping, too," Morua said.

Anyone who wants to help canvass of 
parade watchers is welcome and should 
meet at Hubbard Financial Service at 2615 
Montrose at 7 p.m. Saturday. The candi­
date who will be getting most help from 
PVA during the 2000 elections is State 
Rep. Ken Yarbrough, of District 138, 
which is in the near Northwest part of 
Houston.

"Yarbrough won his last election by 
only 200 votes, so our help will make a 
difference. He is good on our issues, and 
the district is very interesting. It has a 
growing number of gay and lesbian vot­
ers and is split evenly between people of 
color and Anglo voters," Morua said.

"The religious right is well organized. 
If do not want to lose to them we must be 
equally well organized and committed to 
voting."

The Progressive Voters in Action has 
an office at 2700 Albany, Suite 205. The 
phone number is 713-521-7161.

10 mg. 'tai', 0.8 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method.

SIGNS YOU'RE IN A 
FINE ESTABLISHMENT:
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Houston Voice History
> Continued from Page 24 
ownership, he cites improvements in the 
paper's physical appearance, especially 
with the addition of more color pages. A 
broader array of advertisers also came on 
board.

"We tried to include as many segments 
of the community as we could—not just 
the bar and the club scene—but also tried 
to reach out to the Hispanic, black and 
women's organizations," he said. "We sent 
two people to cover the Gay Games in New 
York City We reached out into the fine arts 
community.

"During the years I ran the Voice, I 
never took a single penny out of it. I had 
the advantage of earning money as a physi­
cian, so every single dollar stayed there."

Nelson became ill and died in August 
1995. His death robbed Duren of his pri­
mary interest in the paper. It took Duren 
until 1996 to come to terms emotionally 
with Nelson's loss and what that meant for 
his ownership of the paper.

Taking things to the next level
In December 1997, he sold the Houston 

Voice to its present owners, a company 
called Window Media, LLC, that was 
establishing a small chain of gay and les­
bian newspapers across the South.

"Our company was founded with the 
idea of professionalizing the gay press, 
bringing in resources and experience that 

most local gay newspapers have lacked 
until now," said William Wayboum, one of 
Window Media's founding partners.

Window Media purchased Southern 
Voice, Atlanta's gay newspaper, just four 
months earlier. And eight months after the 
Houston paper was on board, the company 
bought IMPACT News, the gay newspaper 
in New Orleans and a former competitor to 
McClurg's Crescent City Star.

In March 1999, the company took 
eclipse magazine, then a small New 
Orleans bar guide run out of the IMPACT 
News office, and transformed it into a 
regional nightlife and entertainment pub­
lication that includes Houston as one of 
three key cities in its reach.

In the two and a half years the 
Houston Voice has been under Window 
Media's ownership, the paper has grown 
dramatically, and established itself 
among the nation's best gay newspapers, 
said Chris Crain, the paper's publisher 
and editorial director.

"All our editors have a solid founda­
tion in mainstream journalism, along with 
a core commitment to the communities 
they serve," he said. "We're immensely 
proud of die feedback we get from gay 
journalists around the country about the 
improved quality of the Houston Voice. 
Even more importantly, we've seen our 
circulation go through the roof as we 
connected with more and more readers."

genuine taste
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SURGEON GENERAL’S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide.
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album 
(Warner

somehow also found time to dabble in 
activism (her controversial anti-meat 
campaign comes to mind, not to men­
tion her very public coming out as a 
lesbian) and acting, both on television 
and in films.

About two years ago, following an

> Continued on Page 35

Lots going on in 
Bayou City this season

by D.L. GROOVER

All right, you're cranky. Pride celebration 
2000 is winding down; the temperature in the 
Montrose hovers close to that on the surface 
of Mars: the streets are still tom un: the W|

remedy for all this, as it's always been, are 
the Arts: cool and refreshing. The following 
summer summary might even heat you up in 
a good way. Nothing will help the 'Stros.

The Papas, surf punk and a lot of 
Brazilian music," she says, noting the 
musical influences for" Invincible 
Summer." "It all put me into a super

tfve mood. I really zoned in on the
everyday blessings of life and, in the 
process, re-acquired the fuel of my 
soul. It was like rediscovering the records, won multiple Grammys, and 
happy, optimistic side of myself that I 
lost touch with in the stress and confu­
sion of maintaining a career."

And what a career it's been.
Starting with her groundbreaking 
work wlth the Reclines in the mid '80s, 
through her defining solo albums

What theater season would be complete 
without a visit from Houston's own gay one- 
man band. If you've never experienced the 
curmudgeonly, expressive Mr. Hill as he 
entertains with his unique brand of GLBT 
stream of consciousness, here's your chance. 
At the conclusion of his theatrical rants, you 
may not want to be queer like him, but you'll 
never be quite the same, either.

June 16 - July 16 Ashland St. Theatre 2610 
Ashland 713-426-3019

MUPIION OF IHEWCK
Here's something you don t get to see 

every day — a puppet show for adults only.

>- Continued on Page 36

Twang, and Ingenue, and more 
recently the critically-acclaimed "All 
You Can Eat" and "Drag," lang has 
made her mark in the country, pop, 
and alternative markets with her Jail­
er than life voice and tongue-in-cheek 
stage persona. She's sold millions of

If you're not interested in the Parade, 
then you should get outta town. Lay low and 
stay cool at the Woodlands for this Houston 
Grand Opera multi-media production of 
Leoncavallo's justly famed one-acter about a 
traveling theater company. See the slide 
show, see the gazillion-dollar erector set of a 
set, listen to the liquid voice of Stella 
Zambalis, watch the clown cry. »

June 24 Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
The Woodlands

k.d. lang's new 
INVINCIBLE SUMMER
Bros.), sporting the radio-aimed single 
"Summerfling," leaves the listener 
much the same way as a blockbuster 
summer romance film does: Smiling, 
feeling good, but not cerebrally chal­
lenged by any stretch of the imagina­
tion.

ly the intention with this, her ninth 
studio album, which was—not coinci­
dentally—mostly written on the 
beach.

^Shaaowl&idr w Ute T 
Twang," and "Ingenue," and

7

lang's
new album
is all about

smiling and
feeling good

by MARGARET COBLE
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’JOAN

She’s been recording 
for more than 27 years.

Now see one of VH1 ’s Top 100 
Most Influential Women in Rock 

in a rare live performance.

ARMATRADING
JULY 17

Theater
Theatar 3c* Office 520 TtMttXn. 7^-23&-ffiD0

Houston Chronicle 
www. houstonchron icle.com

get tickets at sfx.com

SFX, and We SECIogo are service marks of SBC Entertainment. Inc.

Tickets also available at 713-629-3700 and all Ticketmaster outlets, or from the Aerial 

Theater box office. All dates, act(s), and ticket prices are subject to change without 

notice. A service charge is added to each ticket price. Brought to you by SFX.

Doris says...
__ _ Will those Divas ever learn 

t° make their exits? \
Don’t they know that their J

lives are en9ulfed y 
gHMpL in intrigue?

The Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston 
Dr. J. David Faber, Artistic Director 
proudly presents:

Tickets on sale now! 
General Admission

Tickets: $15

800 494TiXS- 877 TOD TIXS

Underwritten by:

SCHOLA CANTOROSA
Hamburg Gay Men’s Chorus 
Matthias Weikert, Music Director

In a Sing-ular Performance, 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 12,2000

The Kaplan Theatre at the .
JCC’s I. W. Marks Theatre Center Q. 
5601 South Braeswood
(between Chimney Rock and Hillcroft)

John Steven Kellett Foundation 
The Rotheudt / Dizinger Foundation

713-521-7464 http://www.gmch.org

The Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

On Stage
Bedtime story for all ages
by D.L. GROOVER

Now that President Clinton has offi­
cially declared June Gay and Lesbian 
Pride Month 2000,1 feel that I can safely 
issue my own proclamation. With trum­
pets, banners and my hat flung high into 
the air, I declare FAIRY TALES the musi­
cal for Pride month.

As the inaugural production of 
Houston's newest theater venture, Theatre 
New West, housed on California Street in 
the supper club Sonoma's ground floor, 
"Fairy Tales," with music and lyrics by Eric 
Lane Barnes, is a jubilant, radiant, enlight­
ening gay musical revue.

It is required viewing for anyone who 
adores theater, musicals or just an excep­
tional evening out on the town. This version 
could easily serve as a primer on staging, 
for the 10-by-10 foot raised platform literal­
ly seems, at times, to expand to the size of 
the Hippodrome, or contract to a whispered 
one-on-one conversation of the heart.

With wit and great charm, this revue 
chronicles the life and times of Matthew, a 
gay man who grows up in a dysfunctional 
conservative family, comes out, meets a 
lover, and eventually succumbs to AIDS.

Although solemnity runs under the 
story like a riptide, this musical manages to 
celebrate gay life in all its delicious diversi­
ty. It revels in camp, yet glorifies remem­
brance and humanity as it progresses from 
universal to specific, as Matthew's story 
transcends into an Everyman's tale. In this 
gay life parade, the quintet of performers 
takes on various other characters to enrich 
and narrate Matthew's story. It might be 
Matthew's story they're all singing, but it's 
really about us.

Alex Stutler, firm of voice and body, 
makes a strikingly good Matthew, all wide- 
eyed comic innocence as he longs for the 
complacency and normal existence of his 
favorite TV family, the Partridges, so unlike 
his own; until he realizes what he is and has 
to come out to his father in the utterly ago­
nizing, yet lilting "Dear Dad." Keith 
Caldwell as Matthew's lover has the best 
voice of the five, resonant and redolent of 
the finest of Broadway. His twang rendition 
of "Illinois Fred" is classic parody, where 
the conventions of masculine role playing 
are hilariously given the country-western 
boot; while his haunting "Hummingbird," a 
love song to his sick lover, will make you 
weep.

Stephen Humble belts the best song 
when he portrays a jilted lover in the 
wickedly acidic "Letter Song," the ultimate 
last word on his former boyfriend's 
appalling lack of grammar, all while his 
backup girls, a la Supremes, gyrate and wag 
their fingers at social intercourse's faux pas. 
That the girls are played by Stutler and 
Caldwell makes the camp even richer.

Melanie Donihoo wraps her clear sopra­
no around the folk-inspired "Ballad of

Stephen Humble, J. Leigh Lucas, Alex Stutler 
and Melanie Donihoo lend support to Keith 
Caldwell in "Fairy Tales," playing at Theater
New West through Aug. 5.
Tammy Brown" and performs this haunting 
unrequited love song to a butch high school 
girlfriend with a purity of line not often 
heard since Joan Baez. And although J. 
Leigh Lucas's wide vibrato has her landing 
more often between notes rather than dead- 
on, her lovingly sung ode to her lost child 
"When You Meet an Angel" is one of the 
show's most poignant moments.

Although the 21 songs (this is a sung- 
through score) paint the story's individual 
pictures, any one of them could stand alone. 
It's not inconceivable, if it hasn't happened 
already, that Barnes's marvelous tunes 
could make their happy appearance in 
cabaret acts by Michael Feinstein, Barbara 
Cook or Rosemary Clooney.

As is the rage these days, the music is a 
melange of styles, ranging from country- 
western swing, be-bop, uplifting anthems, 
folk tunes, and razzle-dazzlers from 
Broadway. With its history theme of gay 
times from Stonewall onward, this musical 
approach in "Fairy Tales" is appropriate 
and right and works brilliantly.

This beguiling musical revue is in very 
capable hands: the evocative, effortless 
direction of Joe Watts, the marvelous chore­
ography by Caroline Pendland, and the 
breezy musical direction by Keith 
Chapman. With minimal costuming: a boa, 
a pair of chaps, a wig or two, the intermis­
sionless musical smoothly sails into 
enchantment.

"Fairy Tales," with its sublime mix of 
laughter and tears, gives us a needed boost 
of humanity and a wonderful feeling of 
pride. The signature piece is "Parade," and 
a more telling song for June's Celebration 
has yet to be written. In jubilant harmony, 
the quintet praises our universal presence. 
Representing every race, color, class, reli­
gion, profession, what have you, we are 
everywhere. In that unalterable fact, we 
therefore have our own pride parade every 
day. It's a stirring message of empowerment 
and hope. It's just what we need to see us 
through those other eleven months.

Fairy Tales 
by Eric Lane Barnes 
through Aug. 5 
Theatre New West 
1415 California 
713-394-0464
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tart therapy VIRACEPT is tough on HIV. In many people, VIRACEPT 

lowered the amount of HIV in the blood to levels below the limit of 

detection of the test used and substantially increased CD4 cell counts

Things you should know about VIRACEPT VIRACEPT is generally 

well tolerated. People treated with VIRACEPT may experience some side 

effects; the most common is diarrhea. Diarrhea of moderate or severe

s

after 48 weeks of triple combination therapy.

Qake your medicine VIRACEPT is easy to live 

with. Take it two or three times a day;

(according to your doctor's instructions) with 

your normal meals or light snacks.

E very dose. Every day.™ VIRACEPT works.

It is indicated for the treatment of HIV infection 

when anti-HIV drug therapy is warranted. It is

VIRACEPT
nelfinavir mesylate
tablets and oral powder

NOW VIRACEPT MAY BE 
TAKEN TWICE A DAY 

intensity occurred in about one out of five 

people in clinical trials.

Some common medications and some HIV- 

related medications should not be taken with 

VIRACEPT. Protease inhibitors, including 

VIRACEPT, may interact with cholesterol- 

lowering drugs. Talk to your doctor about any 

prescription or non-prescription drugs you are

not yet known whether taking VIRACEPT will help you live longer or reduce 

the number of infections or other illnesses that can occur with HIV

taking. For some people, protease inhibitors have been associated with 

the onset or worsening of diabetes mellitus and hyperglycemia, changes 

pElian ahead Learn how your treatment plan helps you fight HIV. Take an 

active role in designing your treatment plan along with your healthcare

provider. Ask your doctor, nurse, o.r pharmacist how VIRACEPT can be part 

of your strategy for long-term management of HIV.

*IMS Health National Prescription Audit™ data for Pls and NNRTIs, 01/00-03/00.

VIRACEPT and Agouron are registered trademarks of Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

1-V00033-AP Copyright © 2000 Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved. 

in the distribution or accumulation of body fat, and increased bleeding 

in patients with hemophilia. For more information, call toll free 1-888- 

VIRACEPT or visit www.viracept.com. (Refer to the important information 

on the next page.)

Agouron.
Pharmaceuticals, inc.
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X/IRZXCEPT 
nelfinavir mesylate 
cablets and oral powder

Information for Patients About VIRACEPT* (Vl-ra-cept)

Generic Name: nelfinavir (nel-FIN-na-veer) mesylate

For the Treatment of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Infection 

Please read this information carefully before taking VIRACEPT. Also, please 

read this leaflet each time you renew the prescription, just in case anything 

has changed. This is a summary and not a replacement for a careful 

discussion with your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss VIRACEPT 

when you start taking this medication and at regular checkups. You should 

remain under a doctor’s care when taking VIRACEPT and should not change 

or stop treatment without first talking with your doctor.

What is VIRACEPT and how does it work?
VIRACEPT is used in the treatment of people with human immunodeficiency 

virus (HIV) infection. Infection with HIV leads to the destruction of CD4 T 

cells, which are important to the immune system. After a large number of 

CD4 cells have been destroyed, the infected person develops acquired 

immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS).

VIRACEPT works by blocking HIV protease (a protein-cutting enzyme), which 

is required for HIV to multiply. VIRACEPT has been shown to significantly 

reduce the amount of HIV in the blood. You should be aware, however, that 

the effect of VIRACEPT on HIV in the blood has not been correlated with long­

term health benefits. Patients who took VIRACEPT also had significant 

increases in the number of CD4 cell count.

VIRACEPT is usually taken together with other antiretroviral drugs such 

as Retrovir® (zidovudine, AZT), Epivir® (lamivudine, 3TC), or Zerit® (stavudine, 

d4T). Taking VIRACEPT in combination with other antiretroviral drugs reduces 
the amount of HIV in the body (viral load) and raises CD4 counts.

VIRACEPT may be taken by adults, adolescents, and Children 2 years of age 
of older, Studies in infants younger than 2 years of age are now taking place.

Does VIRACEPT cure HIV or AIDS?

VIRACEPT is not a cure for HIV infection or AIDS. The long-term effects of 

VIRACEPT are not known at this time. People taking VIRACEPT may still 

develop opportunistic infections or other conditions associated with HIV 
infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections, 

Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections, and Kaposi's sarcoma.

It is not known whether VIRACEPT will help you live longer or reduce the 

number of infections or other illnesses that may occur.

There is no proof that VIRACEPT can reduce the risk of transmitting HIV to 

others through sexual contact or blood contamination.

Who should or should not take VIRACEPT?

Together with your doctor, you need to decide whether VIRACEPT is 

appropriate for you. In making your decision, the following should be 

considered:

Allergies: If you have had a serious allergic reaction to VIRACEPT, you 

must not take VIRACEPT. You should also inform your doctor, nurse, or 

pharmacist of any known allergies to substances such as other medicines, 

foods, preservatives, or dyes.

If you are pregnant: The effects of VIRACEPTfin pregnant women or their 

unborn babies are not known. If you are pregnant or plan to become 

pregnant, you should tell your doctor before taking VIRACEPT.

If you are breast-feeding: You should discuss with your doctor the best 

way to feed your baby. You should be aware that if your baby does not 

already have HIV, there is a chance that it can be transmitted through 

breast-feeding. Women should not breast-feed if they have HIV.

Children: VIRACEPT is available for the treatment of children 2 through 13 

years of age with HIV. There is a powder form of VIRACEPT that can be mixed 

with milk, baby formula, or foods like pudding. Instructions on how to take 

VIRACEPT powder can be found in a later section that discusses how 

VIRACEPT Oral Powder should be prepared.

If you have liver disease: VIRACEPT has not been studied in people with 

liver disease. If you have liver disease, you should tell your doctor before 

taking VIRACEPT.

Other medical problems: Certain medical problems may affect the use of 

VIRACEPT. Some people taking protease inhibitors have developed new or 

more serious diabetes or high blood sugar. Some people with hemophilia 

have had increased bleeding. It is not known whether the protease inhibitors 

caused these problems. Be sure to tell your doctor if you have hemophilia 

types A and B, diabetes mellitus, or an increase in thirst and/or frequent 

urination.

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking protease 

inhibitors. These changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper 

back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat 

from the legs and arms may also happen. The cause and long-term health 

effects of these conditions are not known at this time.

Can VIRACEPT be taken with other medications?

VIRACEPT may interact with other drugs, including those you take without a 

prescription. You must discuss with your doctor any drugs that you are 

taking or are planning to take before you take VIRACEPT.

Drugs you should not take with VIRACEPT:

• Hismanal* (astemftole, for allergies)

• Propulsid® (cisapride, for heartburn)
• Cordarone® (amiodarone, for irregular heartbeat)
• Quinidine® (for irregular heartbeat), also known as Quinaglute’, 

Cardioquin*, Quinidex®, and others
• Ergot derivatives (Cafergot® and others, for migraine headache)

• Halcion® (triazolam)

• Versed® (midazolam)

Taking the above drugs with VIRACEPT may cause serious and/pr life­

threatening adverse events.

• Rifampin® (for tuberculosis), also known as RimactaneJ), Rifadin®, Rifater®, 

or Rifamate®

This drug reduces blood levels of VIRACEPT.

Dose reduction required if you take VIRACEPT with:

• Mycobutin® (rifabutin, for MAC); you will need to take a lower dose of 

Mycobutin.

A change of therapy should be considered if you are taking 

VIRACEPT with:

• Phenobarbital

• Phenytoin (Dilantin® and others)

• Carbamazepine (Tegretol® and others)

These agents may reduce the amount of VIRACEPT in your blood and make it 

less effective.

• Oral contraceptives (“the pill”)

If you are taking the pill to prevent pregnancy, you should use a different 

type of contraception since VIRACEPT may reduce the effectiveness of oral • 

contraceptives.

Special considerations

Before you take Viagra® (sildenafil) with VIRACEPT, talk to your doctor about 

possible drug interactions and side effects. If you take Viagra and VIRACEPT 

together, you may be at increased risk of side effects of Viagra such as low 

blood pressure, visual changes, and penile erection lasting more than 4 

hours. If an erection lasts longer than 4 hours, you should seek immediate 

medical assistance to avoid permanent damage to your penis. Your doctor 

can explain these symptoms to you.

It is not recommended to take VIRACEPT with the cholesterol-lowering drugs 

Mevacor® (lovastatin) or Zorcor® (simvastatin) because of possible drug 

interactions. There is also an increased risk of drug interactions between 

VIRACEPT and Lipitor® (atorvastatin) and Baycol® (eerivastatin), talk to your 
doctor before you take either of these cholesterol reducing drugs with 

VIRACEPT.

How should VIRACEPT be taken with other anti-HIV drugs?
Taking VIRACEPT together with other anti-HIV drugs increases their ability to 

fight the virus. It also reduces the opportunity for resistant viruses to grow. 

Based on your history of taking other anti-HIV medicine, your doctor will 

direct you on how to take VIRACEPT and other anti-HIV medicines. These 
drugs should be taken in a certain order or at specific times. This will 
depend on how many times a day each medicine should be taken. It will also 

depend on whether it should be taken with or without food.

Nucleoside analogues: No drug interaction problems were seen when 

VIRACEPT was given with:

• Retrovir (zidovudine, AZT)

• Epivir (lamivudine, 3TC)

• Zerit (stavudine, d4T)

• Videx® (didanosine, ddl)

If you are taking both Videx (ddl) and VIRACEPT:

Videx should be taken without food, on an empty stomach. Therefore, you 

should take VIRACEPT with food one hour after or more than two hours 

before you take Videx.

Nonnucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NNRTIs):

When VIRACEPT is taken together with:

Viramune® (nevirapine)

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be reduced. Studies are now 

taking place to learn about the safety of combining VIRACEPT with Viramune.

Sustiva" (efavirenz)

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be increased. A dose adjustment 

is not needed when VIRACEPT is used with Sustiva.

Other NNRTIs

VIRACEPT has not been studied with other NNRTIs.

Other protease inhibitors:

When VIRACEPT is taken together with:

Crixivan® (indinavir)

The amount of both drugs in your blood may be increased. Currently, there 

are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.

Norvir’" (ritonavir)

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be increased. Currently, there 

are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.

Invirase® (saquinavir)

The amount of saquinavir in your blood may be increased. Currently, there 

are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.

What are the side effects of VIRACEPT?

Like all medicines, VIRACEPT can cause side effects. Most of the side effects 

experienced with VIRACEPT have been mild to moderate. Diarrhea is the 

most common side effect in people taking VIRACEPT, and most adult patients 

had at least mild diarrhea at some point during treatment. In clinical studies, 

about 14-20% of patients receiving VIRACEPT 750 mg (three tablets) three 

times daily or 1250 mg (five tablets) two times daily had four or more loose 

stools a day. In most cases, diarrhea can be controlled using antidiarrheal 

medicines, such as Imodium® A-D (loperamide) and others, which are 

available without a prescription.

Other side effects that occurred in 2% or more of patients receiving 
VIRACEPT include abdominal pain, asthenia, nausea, flatulence, and rash. *

There were other side effects noted in clinical studies that occurred in less 

than 2% of patients receiving VIRACEPT. However, these side effects may 

have been due to other drugs that patients were taking or to the illness 

itself. Except for diarrhea, there were not many differences in side effects in 

patients who took VIRACEPT along with other drugs compared with those 

who took only the other drugs. For a complete list of side effects, ask your 

doctor, nurse, or pharmacist.

How should I take VIRACEPT?

VIRACEPT is available only with your doctor’s prescription. Your doctor may 

prescribe the light blue VIRACEPT Tablets either as 1250 mg (five tablets) 

taken two times a day or as 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a day. 

VIRACEPT should always be taken with a meal or a light snack.

Take VIRACEPT exactly as directed by your doctor. Do not increase or 

decrease any dose or the number of doses per day. Also, take this medicine 

for the exact period of time that your doctor has instructed. Do not stop 

taking VIRACEPT without first consulting with your doctor, even if you 

are feeling better.

Only take medicine that has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not give 

VIRACEPT to others or take medicine prescribed for someone else.

The dosing of VIRACEPT may be different for you than for other patients. 

Follow the directions from your doctor, exactly as written on the label. 

The amount of VIRACEPT in the blood should remain somewhat consistent 

over time. Missing doses will cause the concentration of VIRACEPT to 

decrease; therefore, you should not miss any doses. However, if you miss 

a dose, you should take the dose as soon as possible and then take your 

next scheduled dose and future doses as originally scheduled.

Dosing in adults (including children 14 years of age and older)

The recommended adult dose of VIRACEPT is 1250 mg (five tablets) taken 

two times a day or 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a day. Each 

dose should be taken with a meal or light snack.

Dosing in children 2 to 13 years of age
The VIRACEPT dose in children depends on their weight. The recommended 

dose is 20 to 30 mg/kg (or 9 to 14 mg/pound) per dose, taken three times 

daily with a meal or light snack. This can be administered either in tablet 

form or, in children unable to take tablets, as VIRACEPT Oral Powder.

Dose instructions will be provided by the child’s doctor. The dose will be 

given three times daily using the measuring scoop provided, a measuring 
teaspoon, or one or more tablets depending on the weight and age of the 

child. The amount of oral powder or tablets to be given to a child is 
described in the chart below.

Pediatric Dose to be Administered Three Times Daily

Body Weight Number of Number of Number of
Kg_________________ Lb_________ Level Scoops* Level Teaspoons^ Tablets

7 to <8.5 15.5 to <18.5 4 1 ----------

8.5 to <10.5 18.5 to <23 5 1 1/4 —

10.5 to <12 23 to <26.5 6 1 1/2 ■----- -

12 to <14 26.5 to <31 7 1 3/4 - ......
14 to <16 31 to <35 8 2 1

16 to <18 35 to <39.5 9 2 1/4 —

18 to <23 39.5 to <50.5 10 2 1/2 2

>23 >50.5 15 3 3/4 3

In measuring oral powder, the scoop or teaspoon should be level.

*1 level scoop contains 50 mg of VIRACEPT. Use only the scoop provided 

with your VIRACEPT bottle.

tl level teaspoon contains 200 mg of VIRACEPT. Note: A measuring 

teaspoon used for dispensing medication should be used for measuring 

VIRACEPT Oral Powder. Ask your Pharmacist to make sure you have a 

medication dispensing teaspoon.

How should VIRACEPT Oral Powder be prepared?
The oral powder may be mixed with a small amount of water, milk, formula,’ 

soy formula, soy milk, dietary supplements, or dairy foods such as pudding 

or ice cream. Once mixed, the entire amount must be taken to obtain the full 

dose.

Do not mix the powder with any acidic foods or juice, such as orange or 

grapefruit juice, apple juice, or apple sauce, because this may create a bitter 

taste.

Once the powder is mixed, it may be stored at room temperature or 

refrigerated for up to 6 hours. Do not heat the mixed dose once it has been 

prepared.

Do not adcf water to bottles of oral powder.

VIRACEPT powder is supplied with a scoop for measuring. For help in 

determining the exact dose of powder for your child, please ask your doctor, 

nurse, or pharmacist.

VIRACEPT Oral Powder contains aspartame, a low-calorie sweetener, and 

therefore should not be taken by children with phenylketonuria (PKU).

How should VIRACEPT be stored?

Keep VIRACEPT and all other medicines out of the reach of children. Keep 
bottle closed and stored at room temperature (between 59°F and 86°F) away 

from sources of moisture such as a sink or other damp place. Heat and 

moisture may reduce the effectiveness of VIRACEPT.

Do not keep medicine that is out of date or that you no longer need. Be sure 

that if you throw any medicine away, it is out of the reach of children.

Discuss all questions about your health with your doctor. If you have 

questions about VIRACEPT or any other medication you are taking, ask your 

doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. You can also call 1.888.VIRACEPT 

(1.888.847.2237) toll free.

Call1.888.VIRACEPT

VIRACEPT and Agouron are registered trademarks of Agouron 

Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Copyright ©2000, Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All Rights reserved.

Agouron
Pharmaceuticals, he.

La Jolla, California, 92037, USA
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k.d.’s summer sounds
extensive American and Canadian tour in 
support of 1997's "Drag," lang realized she 
was in a rut. After 15 years of non-stop record­
ing, touring, and living in the celebrity spot­
light, lang needed a break to regroup. So she 
relocated from her beloved Canadian 
prairieland to sunny Southern California, 
bought a house and began an extensive reno­
vation project, which, as it turns out, helped 
inspire the underlying concept of "Invincible 
Summer."

"From 7:30 in the morning to 7:30 at night 
I was working with carpenters, plumbers and 
contractors," she explains. "It was a time of 
real physical effort that I found completely 
invigorating. I also gained a real appreciation 
for everyday life and for people who take 
pride in what they do.

"Before, I considered myself part of a 
musical elite," she continues. "Now, I'm more 
interested in reaching people where they live. 
I've really gained an appreciation of the main­
stream. And I think this music reflects that. 
Summer is one of the great pleasures we all 
enjoy. It's something everyone can relate to."

Produced by Damian leGassick, who was 
introduced to lang at a party by Madonna and 
her producer William Orbit, "Invincible 
Summer" updates lang's classic sound by 
incorporating subtle electronic programming 
with her trademark strings, steel guitars and 
grand vocal style.

Meditative songs like "Consequences of 
Falling" and "Suddenly" feature a groove­
wise drum and bass backing that hints at

leGassick's techno background, while at the 
same time maintaining the grandiose string 
arrangements and rich, prominent vocals for 
which lang has come to be known.

Other songs have a more light-hearted 
pop-rock feel that calls to mind the sounds of 
lang's "All You Can Eat" period. An example 
of this is the first single, "Summerfling," 
which has a decidedly airy Beach-Boys-in- 
Brazil feel, with its retro organs, surf-rock gui­
tar licks, and samba-like interludes.

Similarly, "It's Happening To You" has a 
funky rock arrangement with a little middle 
eastern string flair and a schmaltzy food 
metaphor only lang could get away with: "In 
this crazy world full of lemons/baby you're 
lemonade."

"Love's Great Ocean" is the one song lang 
wrote with former partner Ben Mink, which 
comes closest in sound to her previous work. 
Despite its eerie Roy Orbison feel, it still man­
ages to fit in nicely on "Invincible Summer" 
with its ocean-as-love metaphor.

"The whole album, on one level, deals 
with how love makes everything differ­
ent," lang says, specifically speaking about 
the song "Extraordinary Thing," "It ties in 
with the summer theme of the songs, 
about how love feels like summer. I mean, 
love can also feel like winter, or spring or 
fall. But for me, the atmosphere of these 
songs, the melodies and the imagery, are 
definitely geared more toward that partic­
ular time of the year as a way of expressing 
an emotional state of being." B+

Copeland \
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& Heating, Inc.

________________________________________________________________ •
• ■ We service all models and brands -■ No. overtime charges ■ Financing Available •

: Call Today! 713-462-4039 :
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The Little Room Downstairs Theater
Andrew Dawson

The Only Thing

Worse You Could 
Have Told Me...

bv Dan Butler, "Bulldog” on TV’s Frasier

"... a wonderful lavender romp around this thing we call gay life. ” 
-Rich Arcuschiekft. Houston Voice

"Dawson soars in this collection of monologues. His characterizations 
are subtle and varied, ranging from the knock-kneed selfrconseiousness 

of a young boy to the meticulous carriage of an opera queen."
-Megan Halverson, houston.sidewaik.com

"...the evening is rather like sitting around with your friends in 
somebody's living room, listening to stories. Except that the stories are

all funny, and Dawson's skill as an actor makes each one a gem."
- Gary Laird. This Week in Texas

9 Performances Only! June 29 ■ July 9! For More Info Call B flTW
713.522.1.
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ARTS
Continued from Page 31

The avant-garde and highly original 
Bobbindoctrin Puppet Theatre makes an 
intriguing return with this trio of existential 
farces revolving around bodily invasion. 
Any hand puppet should be able to tell you 
about that! If you thought Lamb Chop or 
Flub-a-Dub was the last word on inanimate 
objects, think again.

June 18 - July 8 Atomic Cafe 1320 Nance 
Street 713-222-2866

FACES OF CULTURE
Want some ideas for Halloween? Take 

your pick as 146 various masks, ancient to 
contemporary, stare at you and lead your 
imagination into the faces and reasons 
behind the dominos.

June 25 - Sept. 17 Museum of Fine Arts 
Houston

CABARET
Caroline in the city, as in Berlin. Lea 

Thompson tries for decadence as Sally 
Bowles in Kander and Ebb's landmark 
musical. Can she pull it off? Ask Richard.

June 27 - July 8 Jones Hall 615 Louisiana 
713-629-3700

NAKED BOYS SINGING
If you think the Montrose doesn't have 

enough naked men in it, here're some more. 
Eight, to be precise: standing, sitting, loung­
ing, and probably crossing their legs as they 
perform this musical man-o-rama by a cre­
ative team of 13 writers (!)• Impervious to 
criticism about gratuitous nudity, the open­
ing number in fact has that title, this illegiti­
mate theater piece will be the hottest ticket 
available. The adult audience, no doubt pri­
marily male, clawing to get in will have to be 
beaten away with a stick. No, not that stick!

June 30 - July 7 Bien Venue Theatre 3722 
Washington 713-426-2626

THE MUNCHIE MUNCHIE
Why do certain art works compel us to 

touch them? Playfully turning form inside 
out, eight artists realign our senses, drawing 
us into the materials the piece is made out 
of, almost as much as the finished work 
draws us. Suffice it to say, some of these art­
works seem good enough to eat.

Through July 8 DiverseWorks North 
Main @ Naylor 713-335-3445

AM AND OLD LACE
Now, just what would the maiden 

Brewster sisters think about those naked 
boys? They probably have enough on their 
minds right now in Joseph Kesselring's 
delightful black comedy, what with dotty 
nephew.Teddy running up the staircase like 
it was San Juan Hill, the creepy Jonathan 
lurking around like Boris Karloff, all those 
widower bodies piling up in the cellar, and 
confused Mortimer doing more animated 
double takes than Roger Rabbit. Elderberry 
wine, anyone?

June 30 - August 6 Alley Theatre 615 
Texas 713-228-8421

PANDORA'S BOX and DIARX Of A LOST GIRL
Before Dietrich and on a par with Garbo, 

Louise Brooks set Hollywood afire with her 
exquisite beauty, devil-may-care sexuality, 
and incandescent screen presence. Her ill- 
timed feistiness got her canned from 
Paramount, but G.W. Pabst snatched her 
away to make these two incredible films in 
Germany in 1928/29. These are must-see 
movies, not only for Pabst's radiant mise- 
en-scene, but for their modem, shocking 
treatment of sex and wild-horse femininity. 
Ms. Brooks will leave you breathless.

July 8; 7:30 & 9:30 p.m. Glassell School of 
Art 5101 Montrose Boulevard

EVITA
Andrew Lloyd Webber's best musical, 

or is it an opera? Whatever form you like, 
this is grand theater, and mercifully without 
Madonna.

July 11 - 23 Wortham Center 1-800-678- 
5440

IITANIC
Yet another Tony award winner, do I 

really have to tell you what this is about? 
Full of anthems and hymn-like melodies, 
this cast of thousands really does go down.

Don't eat seafood beforehand.
July 11 - 23 Jones Hall 615 Louisiana 713- 

629-3700

3 WOMEN
Without question, this is Robert 

Altman's worst movie. Don't take my word 
for it, go see this car wreck of a movie for 
yourself. Sissy Spacek and Shelley Duvall 
haven't a clue as to what they're doing in 
this psychological, horribly over-the-top 
mess. In every interview, Altman opines 
that the idea for this disaster came to him in 
a dream. Wake up, Bob, wake up!

July 15, 7:30 p.m. Glassell School of Art 
5101 Montrose Boulevard

I0W
That psychedelic pinball wizard comes 

to his senses in The Who's classic rock 
opera. If you didn't grow up listening to this 
in your dorm room, surrounded by aromat­
ic herbs, or smoking the same, now's your 
chance to relive the '60s. Without drugs, it's 
still mighty fine. Just say Yes.

July 19,20, 21,22,24 - 29 Miller Outdoor 
Theatre 713-284-8350

IAMLAIIA 2000
The fifth in the phantasmagorical romps 

through the hilarious convolutions of 
Tamarie Cooper's cerebrum, cerebellum, and 
medulla. Everything gets tossed into the 
campy mix: Lincoln, Hitler, the Utah Jazz. I 
hope those dancing bears from #4, The 
Campout, make a return. You could ask Ms. 
Cooper what this all means, but I don't think 
she knows. If she does, she's not telling.

July 20 - Aug. 26 Stages Repertory 
Theater 3201 Allen Parkway @ Waugh 713- 
527-8243

TOWARD ZERO
Let's have a weekend party and invite 

some couples who once played mix and 
match with each other's partners. Oh, is 
there jealousy and suspicion? Oh, my, has 
somebody been killed? Such bad taste, just 
when we were about to serve cocktails. If 
anyone can pull this off it's Agatha Christie. 
More arch than the Brooklyn Bridge, this 
splendidly entertaining who-done-it is a 
perfect summer chill.

July 21 - Aug. 6 Alley Theatre 615 Texas 
Avenue 713-228-8421

' '''

Sissy Spacek and Shelley Duvall star in "3 
Women," showing July 15.

PAIITNC!
By Jove, this should be cool. Rarely pro­

duced, this is another great show by that 
pre-Tony award winning team of those hot­
shots Gilbert and Sullivan. Here, they lam­
baste with all their drollery and rapier wit 
poor ol, Oscar Wilde and his aesthetic cult. 
Boosie, come here, I need you.

July 21 - 30 Wortham Theater Center 
713-627-3570 ■

UTE GO-GOVTHE B-521
They're back! If you just can't let yourself 

go enough to scream at Britney Spears, here's 
the perfect antidote. Our favorite rock groups 
from the not-too-distant past will make you 
believe. Candles not included.

July 26 Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion 
The Woodlands 281-363-3300

OUT Of WE ORDINARX - NEW ARI fROA TEXAS
Eleven contemporary artists from 

around the state, including Helen Altman, 
Todd Brandt, Chris Sauter, are featured in 
works ranging from video, installation, 
drawing, and painting. The catalog states: 
distinguished by a meditative rhythm and 
often elusive forms...their works present 
epiphanic moments and gestures of mes­
merizing ordinariness. Shucks, just when I 
was in the mood for a really good velvet 
Elvis.

August 12 - October 8 Contemporary 
Arts Museum 5201 Bayard Lane 713-284- 
8250

Community
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people should go through the rest of their lives without any sexual pleas­
ure, without any affection, just because they aren't wired the way you 
are? Well, screw you!"

—Conservative Atlanta talk show host Neil Boortz, responding to e-mail from 
what he calls his "Adam & Steve" readers, after he applauded a Texas appeals 

court decision striking down that state's sodomy law

"Those two [Boy George and George Michael] have always been at each 
other's throats with this love/hate relationship they have that is really quite 
funny. In the end, they are just a few bitter, old queens. If they weren't pop 
stars, they'd be bantering at the local bar—George O'Dowd would be the one 
with the bigger mouth and be the biggest bitch of the two. Really, it's so dull."

—Singer Jimmy Somerville to Vancouver's Xtra West, June 1

"Right now I play a gay character on TV, and I want you to believe 
that he's gay. And when all this wonderfulness of 'Will & Grace' ends, 
which I hope it never does, and I move on to other roles, hopefully 
you'll believe that I'm those characters as well. With the society that 
we live in today, I don't want to put anything into anybody's mind."

—Actor Sean Hayes, Jack on "Will & Grace," when asked by 
7V Guide if he's gay, May 20

21 Newly Decorated Rooms 
& Suites

"Very, very recently, I came out to my parents... 
And the minute I told them, it was like I was alive, 
really alive, for the first time."

__ Danny (right), originally from Rockmart, Ga., on 
"The Real World: New Orleans,"premiere episode, June 13

"They never asked me until 'Serial Mom' and then every reviewer asked 
me if I was gay. I think it became a political question with AIDS. I always 
said yes. They never used to ask, and I assumed they knew. They saw the 
movies. What are they—blind? Do they think a straight man could have 
made those movies? I don't think so!"

—Filmmaker John Waters to Palm Springs' Gay &
Lesbian Times, May 25

"I'm a lesbian... although I haven't been very 
open about that and throughout most of my life 
I've gone out with blokes because I haven't 
necessarily been terribly comfortable about being 
a lesbian. But I actually am a lesbian."

—Singer Sinead O'Connor (left) in an interview with 
Curve magazine in the June 27 issue

Beach Front • Heated Pool & Spa 
Clothing Optional Area • 7 Gay Bars 
The Historic Strand • Trolly • Theaters 
Shopping • Fishing • Moody Gardens 
Historic Mansions • Museums • just to 
name a few!

www.edwina.com
Edwina and Edwina character are trademarks of Mediapolis.lnc.

"Who the hell do you think you are—that these

mcie/unquote”
compiled by REX WOCKNER and from staff reports

"Wearing girl's clothing and playing with dolls 
will not make the boy gay. We now know that 
homosexuality is a matter of genetics. In other 
words, they are born that way. Most experts 
believe that children should have a say in what 
they wear. When the boy is older, he may be 
uncomfortable wearing 'frilly' clothing and rebel. 

Meanwhile, MYOB."
—Syndicated advice columnist Ann Landers (left) in

response to a reader upset that one of the boys in her daughter's preschool "has 
beautiful curly hair and wears it long. He also wears ruffled and frilly dresses-and 

stockings with designs on them. He plays with dolls and other 'girl' toys."

"We are unnerved by the appointment of Elizabeth Toledo to run 
the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force. ...This is the sixth consecutive 
lesbian feminist executive director at the Task Force. And it's been a while, 
we might add, since a man has run our other major national group, HRC. 
... The LGBT movement could stand some testosterone at the top. ... 
Just someone other than a classically attractive, 40-something lesbian."

—San Francisco Bay Times newswriter Ann Rostow, May 25

The Interhet's 
Funnest 
Dating 
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On Screen FILM, VIDEO & TV REVIEWS

by ANDREW ALEXANDER

‘Sunshine’ gets a bi

An okay, though less-than-perfect, epic.

Queer Quotient: ★

Ralph Fiennes fans will be happy.

Paramount Pictures

Rated R

Running Time: 180 minutes.

Sunshine
Directed by Istvan Szabo

Starring Ralph Fiennes, Jennifer Ehle, 

Rosemary Harris

Ralph Fiennes as Ignatz, along with Jennifer Ehle, in the less-than-perfect epic 'Sunshine/

Midway through the first segment of the 
new historical epic SUNSHINE, everyone 
gathers at a New Year's party to celebrate 
the end of the 19th century, where Ralph 
Fiennes' character makes what must be one 
of the worst and most inauspicious predic­
tions in movie history.

"I predict that the 20th century will be a 
century of love, justice and tolerance," he says.

The happily-titled "Sunshine" deals with 
the various fates of three generations of men 
in the Jewish-Hungarian Sonnenschein fam­
ily, all of them played by Fiennes.

The segment tells how grandpa becomes 
a lawyer and falls in love, against his fami­
ly's wishes, with his half-sister* To help his 
career, he changes his name from the Jewish 
Sonnenschein (which translates literally as 
Sunshine) into the more Hungarian Sors.

The second segment tells us of papa's 
career as a championship fencer, his trip to 
the Berlin Olympic Games of 1936, and, 
finally, his death in a concentration camp.

The final segment shows the third gen­
eration son dealing with the political strug­

gles, vicissitudes and confusion in 
Budapest that followed World War II.

Director and screenwriter Istvan Szabo 
manages the gimmick of having Fiennes play 
all three generations of men surprisingly 
well. There are, thankfully, no split screens in 
which old Fiennes looks at young Feinnes.

For the most part, stand-ins play the young 
men, and the older generation conveniently 
passes on before Fiennes assumes the part of the 
younger. Fiennes manages the roles well, always 
clearly demarcating the character differences 
between fathers and sons.

He's the perfect man for the part: he 
seems right at home in a continental, his­
torical epic. Thin and care-worn, wearing 
his oddball frown-smirk, he looks like an 
illustration straight out of Edward Gorey.

Jennifer Ehle, and later Rosemary 
Harris, play the first love and matriarch of 
the family. They both handle well the 
demands of an epic, showing the changes 
in character in a few emblematic scenes. 
They bring a spark of warmth and energy 
to the film as the younger and older Valerie. 
(The actresses pinch-hitting on the same 
part are especially convincing because Ehle 
is Harris' real-life daughter).

The historical backdrop is an excellent one, 
tracing the Sonnenschien family from its tonic- 
produdng village roots to its initiation into the 
Budapest bourgeoisie and struggles under 
Hitler and Stalin. The middle segment, featur­
ing Fiennes as a championship fencer, is the 
most successful, perhaps because the intense 
drama is played out over the interesting addi­
tions of sporty-action and travel.

But the overall look of the film is unfor­
tunately overwrought and artificially Euro. 
There's a lot of piano and violin music,

much gazing from windows onto forlorn 
squares, lush fields, cathedral bells and 
dark stained-wood interiors, which bring 
to mind an old Mueslix cereal commercial.

Worst of all is the self-consciously Old 
World, voice-over narration. "The tavern 
keeper was much loved in his village," nar­
rator Fiennes says at one point. The dia­
logue stretches credibility and seemed 
somewhat anachronistic.

"Sunshine" also has a problem that a lot 
of contemporary movies seem to share: We 
never really get to know or care much about 
the characters, although a lot of dramatic 
and interesting things happen to them. The 
movie clips along at good epic pace, provid­
ing us with births, deaths, marriages, illicit 
unions, wars and revolutions aplenty.

At three hours, the film feels a bit too 
long, even for an epic, particularly during 
the last segment. When grandma 
announces, from her hospital bed, to the 
third generation Fiennes, "we're the only 
family members," we don't think about the 
incredible journey the family has experi­
enced, we just realize, with a bit of relief, 
that this can't go on too much longer.

^latiansiiip inirW©W®LE?

INNOVATIVE • ALTERNATIVE APPROACH TO 
MEDIATION/CONFLICT RESOLUTION

Results Oriented • Affordable • Short Term

20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE working with couples, 
organizations and groups in conflict.

Maria E. Minicucci, Ph.D.
Human Behavior Specialist • 713-592-5262

LIVE JAZZ • TUESDAY NIGHT & SUNDAY BRUNCH -
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WEEKEND BRUNCH
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In the second segment of 'Sunshine/ Ralph Hennes depicts Adam, an Olympic fencer during the 1930s.
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Out in Music
by MO McMILLER

•|i 1181S #S 88 8
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PINK
'Can't Take Me Home'
www.pinkspage.com
Rating: ★★★ 1/2
Queer Quotient: ★ No gay content, unless 
you count the pink hair.

What an impressive debut.
The first thing you notice about PINK 

(Alecia Moore) is that she has a voice. 
Beyond the Hip-Hop beats and the hardcore 
R&B/Pop arrangements, this lady can really 
sing. Unlike the majority of today's young 
artists, she is not at all studio generated.

PINK has an original sound, yet one 
that is familiar. Her debut single, the funky 
"There You Go," was the perfect introduc­
tion of her to the world. The message is 
universal, the tune is catchy and the music 
danceable. The production, for the most 
part, is impeccable—you can't go too 
Wrong with the likes of Babyface and 
She'kespeare.

But as an artist she should beware of 
sounds and songs that are too similar, a pit- 
fall she narrowly escapes several times. 
There are some great standout tracks on 
this set: "Hell Wit Ya," "You Make Me 
Sick," "Hiccup" and "Private Show" are 
some of the better dance tracks. But it s the 
ballad "Stop Falling" that is most impres­
sive. This song demonstrates a strong vocal 
range and much promise for the future.

Michael McDonald
Blue Obsession'

Www.michaelmcdonald.com
Rating: ★★★
Queer Quotient: ★ No gay content here, 
but shouldn't he get points for being so sexy.

Since Michael McDonalds' 1982 "If That's 
What It Takes" debut album, we've been 
Waiting for him to rival that success on a fol- 
low-up release. While he has turned out 

some great music in the past 18 years, current 
release "Blue Obsession" comes the closest.

It's a well-crafted set with solid materi­
al. Lyrically, this is his best work in years. 
Songs like "The Meaning of Love" and 
"Where Would I Be Now" are thoughtful and 
provocative. Some great covers are also a part 
of this set.

Musically, the sound is tighter and 
more fluid than it has been in past releas­
es. The biggest disappointment is "All I 
Need." It starts off great, but goes awry 
when Tommy Sims joins in on lead vocal. 
Mr. Sims' ad-libs and talking are plastic 
and overdone.

Various Artists
'The Best of Bond ... James Bond'
www.jamesbond.com
http://wso.wiTiams.edu/~mhacker7 
bondthemes.html/
Rating: ★★★★
Queer Quotient: ★★ James Bond is any­
thing but gay, but there are some divas 
here. (Tina, Shirley, LuLu and Gladys to 
name a few.)

Flashback: A great CD you may have missed.
Who would have thought? Every great 

Bond theme on one CD. Nineteen tracks 
featuring some of the most formidable 
names in the music business. The CD 
opens with the unforgettable Bond 
Theme instrumental.

And of course, no Bond collection 
would be complete without the sultry 
sounds of chanteuse Shirley Bassey per­
forming her trademark selection 
"Goldfinger," as well as two other Bond 
themes. Also look for standouts by Gladys 
Knight, a-ha, Nancy Sinatra, Tom Jones and 
Lulu.

The best songs on the set—and the rea­
son to not miss this CD—are tracks by Tina 
Turner and Sheryl Crow. Turner's 
"Goldeneye" is the quintessential Bond 
song, and Crow's "Tomorrow Never Dies" 
is a close second.

Mo McMiller can be reached at momo72167 
©aol.com

June 27: ABC, "Lexicon of LIVE!"

July 4: "X-Men," original sound­
track

July 11: Kansas, "Somewhere to 
Elsewhere"; Everclear, "Songs 
from an American Movie"; Ani 
DiFranco "Swing Set"

July 18: "Nutty Professor," original 
soundtrack featuring Janet 
Jackson
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visit USup for a weekly email preview, 
address to editor@houstonvoice.com

SOUNDWAVES
3509 Montrose 

713-520-WAVE

r o u N
www. soundwaves usa.com
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direct to your door 
for just the price of postage 
6 month subscription: $4550 
1 year subscription: $9100 E3

To subscribe, call 713-529-8490 or fax 713-529-9531
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www.cnxivan.com

Remember to ask your 
doctor about CRJXIVAN.

If you’re HIV+, 

CRIXIVAN 
may help you 

live a longer, 
healthier life.

W THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CRIXIVAN
CRIXIVAN can be taken with a light meal or on an empty stomach. Some patients treated with CRIXIVAN 
may develop kidney stones. For some, this can lead to more severe kidney problems, including kidney fei'lure. 
Drinking at least 6 glasses of water each day may help reduce the chance of forming a kidney stone. 
Other side effects reported include rapid breakdown of red blood cells and liver problems.

As with other protease inhibitors, changes in body fat, increased bleeding in some patients with hemophilia, 
and increased blood sugar levels or diabetes have been reported. Additionally, severe muscle pain and 
weakness have occurred in patients also taking cholesterol-lowering medicines called “statins:’ There 
are some common medications and AIDS-related medications you should not take with CRIXIVAN. 
Discuss all medications you are taking or plan to take with your doctor

For more detailed information about CRIXIVAN, please read the information immediately following 
this advertisement.

' Guidelines for the Use of Antiretroviral Agents in HIV-Infected Adults and Adolescents. Panel on Clinical Practices for 
Treatment of HIV Infection, Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), May 5,1999.

■ HIGHLY EFFECTIVE THERAPY
CRIXIVAN in combination with antiretroviral agents is a powerful protease inhibitor that fights HIV and is 
among the preferred treatments for HIV in federal healthcare guidelines.' CRIXIVAN can help reduce the 
chance of illnesses and death associated with HIV; CRIXIVAN can also help lower the amount of HIV in your 
body (called “viral load”) and raise your CD4 T-cell count, as shown in studies over a one-year period. Some 
patients may not experience these effects. CRIXIVAN is not a cure for HIV or AIDS.

M DURABLE RESULTS
In a landmark study, over 90% of 31 patients receiving a combination of CRIXIVAN, AZT 
and 3TC reduced their serum viral load below the limit of detection after 24 weeks. Importantly the 
limited number of patients who chose to stay with the study for longer periods of time maintained 
these results through the one-year mark. In a separate study, 30% of 261 patients receiving dual therapy 
of CRIXIVAN and AZT had serum viral loads below the limit of detection at 48 weeks. In another 
landmark study, 43% of 40 patients receiving combination therapy with CRIXIVAN, AZT and 3TC had 
plasma viral loads below the limit of detection at 40 weeks. In this study of over 1,000 patients, the 
group of patients receiving CRIXIVAN along with 3TC and AZT achieved a reduction in deaths and 
AIDS-defining illnesses over those taking 3TC and AZT alone. Overall, the number of deaths was 
inadequate to assess the impact of CRIXIVAN on survival. Blood viral loads were measured by available 

tests and the virus may still be present in other organ systems.

CRIXIVAN’

r-iX=:

Capsules
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CRIXIVAN
9024510Capsules

Patient Information about CRIXIVAN’ (KRiK-sili-van) 
for HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) Infection 
Generic name: indinavir (in-DIH-nuh-veer) sulfate

Issued September 1999 
MERCK SCO., INC. 

West Point, PA 19486, USA

EPIVIFT (lamivudine, BTC) 

isoniazid (INH)
DIFLUCAN* (fluconazole)

ORTHO-NOVUM 1/35® (oral contraceptive)

Methadone

Please read this information before you start taking CRIXIVAN. Also, read the leaflet each time you 

renew your prescription, just in case anything has changed. Remember, this leaflet does not take the 

place of careful discussions with your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss CRIXIVAN when you 

start taking your medication and at regular checkups. You should remain under a doctor’s care when 

using CRIXIVAN and should not change or stop treatment without first talking with your doctor.

What is CRIXIVAN?
CRIXIVAN is an oral capsule used for the treatment of HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus). 
HIV is the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immune deficiency syndrome). CRIXIVAN is a type of HIV 

drug called a protease (PRO-tee-ase) inhibitor.

How does CRIXIVAN work?
CRIXIVAN is a protease inhibitor that fights HIV. CRIXIVAN can help reduce your chances of getting 
illnesses associated with HIV. CRIXIVAN can also help lower the amount of HIV in your body (called “viral 
load”) and raise your CD4 (I) cell count. CRIXIVAN may not have these effects in all patients.

CRIXIVAN is usually prescribed with other anti-HIV drugs such as ZDV (also called AZT), BTC, ddl, ddC, or 
d4T. CRIXIVAN works differently from these other anti-HIV drugs. Talk with your doctor about how you

. should take CRIXIVAN.
CRIXIVAN has been studied in adults. The safety and effectiveness of CRIXIVAN in children and adolescents 

have not been established.

How should [ take CRIXIVAN?
There are six important things you must do to help you benefit from CRIXIVAN:
1 Take CRIXIVAN capsules every day as prescribed by your doctor. Continue taking CRIXIVAN unless your 

doctor tells you to stop. Take the exact amount of CRIXIVAN that your doctor tells you to take, right from the very 
start. To help make sure you will benefit from CRIXIVAN, you must not skip doses or take “drug holidays. 
If you don’t take CRIXIVAN as prescribed, the activity of CRIXIVAN may be reduced (due to resistance).

2 Take CRIXIVAN capsules every 8 hours around the clock, every day. It may be easier 
to-remember to take CRIXIVAN if you take it at the same time every day. If you have questions about 
when to take CRIXIVAN, your doctor or health care provider can help you decide what schedule 

works for you.
3. if you miss a dose by more than 2 hours, wait and then take the next dose at the regular y 

scheduled time. However, if you miss a dose by less than 2 hours, take your missed dose immediate y. 
Then take your next dose at the regularly scheduled time. Do not take more or less than your prescrmea 

dose of CRIXIVAN at any one time.
4. Take CRIXIVAN with water. You can also take CRIXIVAN with other beverages such as skim or non-tat 

milk, juice, coffee, or tea.
5 Ideally, take each dose of CRIXIVAN without food but with water at least one hour before or two 

hours after a meal. Or you can take CRIXIVAN with a light meal. Examples of light meals include.

dry toast with jelly, juice, and coffee (with skim or nonjat milk and sugar if you want) 

corn flakes with skim or non-fat milk and sugar
Do not take CRIXIVAN at the same time as any meals that are high in' calor^s fat, andI protein 
(for example - a bacon and egg breakfast). When taken at the same time as CRIXIVAN, these foods 

can interfere with CRIXIVAN being absorbed into your bloodstream and may lessen its effect.

6 It is critical that you drink at least six 8-ounce glasses of liquids (preferably water) throughout 
the day every day. CRIXIVAN can cause kidney stones. Having enough fluids in your body should 
hek) reduce t?p chances of forming a kidney stone. Call your doctor or other health care provider if 

you develop kidney pains (middle to lower stomach or back pain) or blood in the urine.

Does CRIXIVANcure HIV or AIDS?
CRIXIVAN is not a cure for HIV or AIDS. People taking CRIXIVAN may still develop infections or other conditions 
associated wkh HIV Because of this, it is very important for you to remain under the care of a doctor. 
Xugh CRMVAN is not a cure for HIV or AIDS, CRIXIVAN can help reduce your chances of getting illnesses, 

including death, associated with HIV. CRIXIVAN may not have these effects in all patients.

Does CRIXIVAN reduce the risk of passing HIV to others?
^CRIXIVAN has not been shown to reduce the risk of passing HIV to others through sexual contact or blood 

contamination.

Who should not take CRIXIVAN?
Do not take CRIXIVAN if you have had a serious allergic reaction to CRIXIVAN or any of its components.

What other medical problems or conditions should I discuss with my doctor?

^You^re^regnant' or if you become pregnant while you are taking CRIXIVAN. We do not yet know how 

CRIXIVAN affects pregnant women or their developing babies. „DIV1.,...
..You are breast-feeding. You should stop breast-feeding if you are taking CRIXIVAN.

Also talk to yourdoctor if you have:
. Problems with your liver, especially if you have mild or moderate liver disease caused by_cirrhosis.

■ Problems with your kidneys.

■ Diabetes ,
■ Hemophilia ,, . ...
. High cholesterol and you are taking cholesterol-lowering medicines called statins.

Tell your doctor about any medicines you are taking or plan to take, including non-prescription medicines.

CRIXIVAN’
'*5!======(indinavir sitt)

CapsulesMERCK 003424(3)(510)-CRX-CON

Can CRIXIVAN be taken with other medications?**
Drugs you should not take with CRIXIVAN:
SELDANE® (terfenadine) HISMANAL® (astemizole)

VERSED® (midazolam) HALCION® (triazolam)
PROPULSID® (cisapride) Ergot medications (e.g., Wigraine® and Cafergot®)

Taking CRIXIVAN with the above medications could result in serious or life-threatenjng problems (such as 

irregular heartbeat or excessive sleepiness).
In addition, you should not take CRIXIVAN with rifampin, known as RIFADIN®, RIFAMATE®, RIFATER , 

or RIMACTANE®.

Drugs you can take with CRIXIVAN include:

RETROVIR® (zidovudine, ZDV also called AZT)

ZERIT® (stavudine, d4T)
BACTRIM®/SEPTRA® (trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole)

BIAXIN® (clarithromycin)

TAGAMET® (cimetidine)
VIDEX® (didanosine, ddl) — If you take CRIXIVAN with VIDEX®, take them at least one hour apart. 

MYCOBUTIN® (rifabutin) — If you take CRIXIVAN with MYCOBUTIN®, your doctor may adjust both the dose 

of MYCOBUTIN and the dose of CRIXIVAN. <onivn/AM
NIZORAL® (ketoconazole) — If you take CRIXIVAN with NIZORAL®, your doctor may adjust the dose of CRIXIVAN. 

RESCRIPTOR® (delavirdine)—If you take CRIXIVAN with RESCRIPTOR®, your doctor may adjust the dose of CRIXIVAN. 

SPORANOX® (itraconazole)—If you take CRIXIVAN with SPORANOX®, your doctor may adjust the dose of CRIXIVAN. 

SUSTIVA™ (efavirenz)—If you take CRIXIVAN with SUSTIVA™, your doctor may adjust the dose of CRIXIVAN. 

Talk to your doctor about any medications you are taking.

What are the possible side effects of CRIXIVAN?
I ike all prescription drugs, CRIXIVAN can cause side effects. The following is not a complete list of 
side effects reported with CRIXIVAN when taken either alone or with other anti-HIV drugs. Do not rely on 
this leaflet alone for information about side effects. Your doctor can discuss with you a more complete list 

of side effects.
Some patients treated with CRIXIVAN developed kidney stones. In some of these patients this led to 
more severe kidney problems, including kidney failure or inflammation of the kidneys. Drinking at 
least six 8-ounce glasses of liquid (preferably water) each day should help reduce the chances of 
forming a kidney stone. Call your doctor or other health care provider if you develop kidney pains (middle 

to lower stomach or back pain) or blood in the urine.

Some patients treated with CRIXIVAN have had rapid breakdown of red blood cells (hemolytic anemia) 

which in some cases was severe or resulted in death.

Some patients treated with CRIXIVAN have had liver problems including liver failure and death. Some patients 
had other illnesses or were taking other drugs. It is uncertain if CRIXIVAN caused these liver problems.

Diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia) have occurred in patients taking protease inhibitors. In 
some of these patients, this led to ketoacidosis, a serious condition caused by poorly controlled blood 
sugar. Some patients had diabetes before starting protease inhibitors, others did not. Some patients 
required adjustments to their diabetes medication. Others needed new diabetes medication.

In some patients with hemophilia, increased bleeding has been reported.
Severe muscle pain and weakness have occurred in patients taking protease inhibitors, including CRIXIVAN, 
together with some of the cholesterol-lowering medicines called “statins.” Call your doctor if you develop 

severe muscle pain or weakness.
Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking protease inhibitors. These changes may 
include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump"), breast, and around the 
trunk. Loss of fat from the legs and arms may also happen. The cause and long term health effects of 

these conditions are not known at this time.

Clinical Studies
Increases in bilirubin (one laboratory test of liver function) have been reported in approximately 10% of 
patients. Usually, this finding has not been associated with liver problems. However, on rare occasions, a 

person may develop yellowing of the skin and/or eyes.
Side effects occurring in 2% or more of patients included: abdominal pain, fatigue or weakness, flank pain, 
feeling unwell, nausea, diarrhea, vomiting, acid regurgitation, loss of appetite, dry mouth, back pain, headache, 
trouble sleeping, dizziness, taste changes, rash, upper respiratory infection, dry skin, and sore throat. 

Swollen kidneys due to blocked urine flow occurred rarely.

Marketing Experience 
Other side effects reported since CRIXIVAN has been marketed include: 
allergic reactions; severe skin reactions; yellowing of the skin and/or eyes; 
heart problems including heart attack; abdominal swelling; indigestion; 
inflammation of the kidneys; inflammation of the pancreas; joint pain; 
depression; itching; hives; change in skin color; hair loss; ingrown toenails 
with or without infection; crystals in the urine; painful urination; and 

numbness of the mouth.
Tell your doctor promptly about these or any other unusual symptoms. 
If the condition persists or worsens, seek medical attention.

How should Lstore CRIXIVAN capsules?
■ Keep CRIXIVAN capsules in the bottle they came in and at- room .

temperature (59°- 86°F).
- ■ Keep-CRIXIVAN capsules dry by leaving the small desiccant “pillow" 

in the bottle. Keep the bottle closed.

lvpc nrpRcribed for your particular condition. Do not use it for any other condition or give it to anybody else. Keep CRIXIVAN and all medicines 
out of^he reach of children. If you suspect that more than the prescribed dose of this medicine has been taken, contact your local poison control center 

or emergency room immediately.
This leaflet provides a summary of information about CRIXIVAN. If you have any questions or concerns about either CRIXIVAN or HIV, talk to your doctor.

~Rpnistered trademark of MERCK & CO., Inc. COPYRIGHT ©MERCK & CO.. Inc., 1996, 1999. All rights reserved. 
-The brands listed are the registered trademarks of their respective owners and are not trademarks of Merck & Co., Inc.
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After all, it's our turn to say, 

"Hats off to you!"

,a

Lc «,.»

<S/5^cr Houston Voice- April, 2000

CAFE

www.cafebeignetrestaurant.com
Fresh baked goods daily from our own bakers 

Monday-Friday - Lunch & Dinner • Saturday & Sunday - Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Fabulous Brunch on Sunday

5381 Westheimer 
Telephone 713-626-9664 • Fax 713-626-9690

Proudly serving 
the Community 

since 1977
' $ -

The Gods say... 
Have Pride. 

Eat Well.

CAFE

2520 Montrose 
I

713.528.1308 ____________

Winner of 11 Marvin Zindler 
Blue Ribbon Awards

RESTAURANT REVIEWS

Da Marco: An Italian Original
by TRAYCE DISKIN

Of all the things I've mistakenly left behind 
when dining out—wallet, notepad, that novel or 
CD I'm forever meaning to return to a dining com­
panion—I've never mourned the absence of a 
good Italian/English Language dictionary.

But at DA MARCO, a new Italian bistro in the 
heart of Montrose, such an item would have been 
just as useful as a wad of cash.

The menu, while minimal in its items as well 
as description, is nearly impossible to translate 
independently, even for those with a working 
knowledge of terms like bucatini, olio and for- 
maggio.

Although several of my friends found the 
menu's lack of accessibility utterly pretentious- 
obscurity for the sake of obscurity—our server 
couldn't have been friendlier in helping us deci­
pher the choices.

Thick ribbons of moist pink tuna 
huddled on a bed of wild, crunchy 
greens and the black pepper crust 

piquantly spiked the fish, as did 
the glistening lime vinaigrette
His verbal description, imagery worthy of a 

culinary Dante, led us out of menu purgatory 
rung by tantalizing rung.

Considering its quirky, eye-popping raspberry 
exterior, the interior decor of Da Marco is soothing 
and professional.

With one Pottery Barn-like curtain hanging 
stylishly, if awkwardly directly beyond the 
entrance, Da Marco's mellow, plush yellows and 
hardwood floors create a romantic, stylish 
ambiance that's reinforced by the creative use of a 
small space.

Tables seem placed at all the right angles, 
and the dim, warm lighting exudes intimacy 
without being cramped, and style without 
snootiness.

The attentive and knowledgeable service 
made our nearly 20-minute ordering session a 
delight (for us—our server's opinion may be just a 
tad different!) as we drank a fruity carafe of mez- 
zacorona pinot grigio.

The seared tuna salad ($9) made an auspicious 
beginning, as it solved my problem of doubly 
craving the luscious, fresh Sea Bass special ($23) 
and something more traditionally Italian.

Thick ribbons of moist pink tuna huddled on a 
bed of wild, crunchy greens and the black pepper 
crust piquantly spiked the fish, as did the glisten­
ing lime vinaigrette.

The clams veraci ($8) stewed in red wine, olive 
oil and garlic were also a hit.

Although the meat wasn't the most luscious or 
largest clams we've had, the strong, dark broth 
more than made up for it.

The octopus salad ($6) consisted of the same 
flawless greens with succulent chunks of bone­
white and dreamy purple tentacles.

The lime vinaigrette made a welcome 

encore—drizzled on every leaf and red pepper 
slice.

The insalatina misto ($5) worked fine as a typ­
ical dinner salad, but why settle for the common 
with alternatives like those listed above?

Entrees proved even more innovative and 
tasty.

The boneless galetti ($15) or game hen was 
tender and juicy without being the least bit greasy. 
Served with Sage Potatoes coated in grassy herbs 
and peppers, its stew of spicy vegetables and 
white wine made for a delicate and original flavor.

The wild asparagus risotto ($14) featured a 
rich, creamy porridge heavily scented with 
asparagus and lined with papery strips of smoked 
salmon.

Although the smoked fish didn't quite fit with 
the steamy, rich asparagus dish, it was fresh and 
perfectly salty.

The bucatini ($14) offered spaghetti marinara 
topped with grilled chicken strips.

Although not the most outlandish dish on the 
menu, a friend remarked on the fresh, thick pasta 
and juicy tomatoes that made the dish memorable.

My yearning for fresh fish wasn't entirely lost 
when another friend generously offered a bite of 
his sea bass.

Marinated in balsamic and served with 
stewed grapefruit, the tangy trace of citrus ele­
gantly coated the light, flaky fish.

For those interested in lighter fare, Da Marco 
features a variety of homemade pizzas and the 
porcini mushroom ($8) is a must.

For dessert our server recommended the 
caramel roasted pear ($6) soaked in brandy and 
stuffed with marscapone cheese.

It was decadent without being overly sweet, 
and went beautifully with a last sip of wine or 
mild cappuccino.

As our dinner conversation and fare lasted us 
well into the night, the room remained as if 
drenched in jewel sunlight—romantic, intimate, 
and worth many returns.

DA MARCO
1520 Westheimer 
713-807-8857

Food: & &&& £

Service:

Value: ^3 ^3 ^3

Scene: & & & &

<
S=Opt for bread, water at home

&&OK, if you really must

&&& Fine for most

&&&& Worth the drive, so live a little

&&&&& As 9ood as 11 9ets
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3 Midnight in Savannah 
by Darwin Porter, $14.95

4 Abide With Me
by E. Lynn Harris, $13

2 The Married Man
by Edmund White, $25

3939 Montrose Boulevard 
713-522-5156

1 Photographs
by Raymond Vino, $29.95

2 Midnight in Savannah 
by Darwin Porter, $14.95

3 The Married Man
by Edmund White, $25

4 The Notorious Dr. August
by Christopher Bram, $26

5 Post Dykes to Watch Out For 
by Alison Bechdel, $11.95

6 Me Talk Pretty One Day 
by David Sedaris, $22.95

7 National Nancys 
by Fred Hunter, $22.95

8 Gay Planet: All Things For All
Gay Men

by Eric Chalinie, $24.95

9 The Silk Road
by Jane Summer, $12.95

10 No Mercy
by Pat Califia, $14.95

What your neighbors 
are reading . . .
1 Me Talk Pretty One Day

by David Sedaris, $22.95

5 Little Miss Evil
by Lev Raphael, $23.95

6 Tipping the Velvet
by Sarah Waters, $13.95

7 Never Eat In
by David Leddick, $24

8 The Silence of Sodom
by Mark Jordon, $25

9 Sleeping Bones
by Katherine Forrest, $13

10 Blind Items
by Matthew Rettenmund, $13.95

Crossroads Market
BOOKSTORE & CAFE

Till Westheimer 
713-942-0147

k LOBO
Bookshop an<3

Out In Print BOOK REVIEWS

So far, so good in feminist memoir
>y JEN EARLS issues a major part of the women's move- ___________________________________________by JEN EARLS

Bordfiffi celebrates
diversity with Pride!

Botdete Moyotland

In the preface to LIFE SO FAR: A MEM­
OIR, Betty Friedan grumps that the only 
reason she wrote the book was to pre-empt 
others, who were about to do it for her. She 
says that memoirs usually signal the end of 
a person's career. But she's not done yet.

In her sixth book, the 72-year-old writer, 
mother and activist takes full credit for 
starting the women's revolution with her 
first book, "The Feminine Mystique."

"It just happened," she writes. "I would 
say by some miracle of convergence of my 
life and history, serendipity, one thing lead­
ing to another."

When "The Feminine Mystique" was 
released in 1963, Friedan was appearing on tele­
vision to promote her book while sporting black 
eyes from her husband, Carl, who expressed his 
jealousy and envy with his fists. Amazingly, 
Friedan blames herself for the beatings.

The story reads like a conversation with 
an aging, self-reflective and beloved grand­
mother. Friedan peppers her narrative with 
rhetorical questions: "During my second year 
in high school, or was it my third, I made a 
vow my parents would never make me cry 
again."

Friedan is funny and familiar. "When I was 
almost 13, getting ready for confirmation, 
I went in to see the rabbi alone before class. 
'Rabbi,' I said, 'I have something to tell you. 
I've decided I don't believe there is a God.' 
"He was very smooth, that rabbi in Peoria. 
He didn't argue with me. He said, 'All right. 
But keep it to yourself until after confirmation.'"

Friedan admits she didn't start out as a 
feminist. While attending Smith College, 
she was a brilliant psychology student. A 
Berkeley professor said that her undergrad 
thesis would have been good enough to use 
for her Ph.D.

But she gave up a prestigious psycholo­
gy fellowship at Berkeley because a 
boyfriend broke up with her. Friedan says 
she felt that being a champion in academia, 
leaving potential male partners behind, 
would make her into the kind of smother­
ing, unhappy woman her mother was— 
Friedan's greatest fear. It was her mother's 
housewife frustration and henpecking rage 
that distanced her father, something Friedan 
never forgave her mother for doing.

As much as Friedan claims she wanted to 
leave her stifling hometown behind, she uses 
her birthplace as an excuse for her actions. In 
one of the first mentions of the lesbian move­

ment in the late '60s. Friedan resisted because 
she felt that centering attention on such a con­
troversial issue would detract from the over­
all women's equal rights movement.

"The women's movement was not about 
sex, but about equal opportunity in jobs 
and all the rest of it. Yes, I suppose you 
have to say that freedom of sexual choice is 
part of that, but it shouldn't be the main 
issue, the tail wags the dog," she says.

The book serves as an evocative recre­
ation of the women's movement from one 
influential woman's mind. Some juicy tidbits 
are also included: "It was so annoying to me 
that Gloria (Steinem) would preach this kind 
of (anti-femininity) doctrine in Ms., and at 
the same time be dating some very glam­
orous men and having her hair streaked at 
Kenneth, a very fancy New York salon."

After all her fight to change the para­
digm of the role of woman, Friedan writes 
that her greatest challenge was leaving her 
husband and raising three children alone.

"Getting divorced was the hardest thing 
I ever did. I was so terrified of being alone. 
That doesn't bother me anymore. But then, 
I'm almost never alone. I have so many 
friends. Where I go, I always have people I 
know," she says.

570 Meyerland Plaza (at the West Loop)

(718) 661-2OT

Bordets Houston
9622 Westheimer (at Cessner)

'Life So Far: A Memoir
by Betty Friedan
Simon & Schuster, $26, 384 pages

ment, Friedan writes, "Whispers about les­
bians in NOW had begun early in the move­
ment. I didn't listen. My attitude was I don't 
want to know, sort of like the current military 
policy toward homosexuals of 'Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell.' I come from Peoria, Illinois, after 
all. I was very straitlaced and the whole idea 
of homosexuality made me profoundly 
uneasy."

Friedan, credited with warning NOW 
about "the lavendar menace," fought efforts 
by NOW's lesbian members to make their 

(712) 7^2-6066

Borders Stafford
127?^ Fountains on the Lake

(2?1) 24-0-6066
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OPENS TUESDAY! JUNE 27-JULY 8 • JONES HALL

KUHF88.7FM
Classical Music and NPR’News

www.broadwayseries.coin

hereftife is beautiful

9 6.5

■***■?* $ f

. $

„ HOUSTON v-Broadway

WINNER!® 1998 Tony Awards9

Media Partners:

Houston Chronicle

SOC ETY FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS

Bnnpng the Worias Best to Hous lot

including Best Musical Revival

and Fiesta stores, or charge by phone:

713.629.3700
ticketmaster.com

• .....:

Tickets available at all tictcotmasfii^r outlets, Foley's, Kroger
Presented By

Groups of 20 or more, call 713-693-2692.
All tickets subject to convenience charges.Dates subject to change without notice

*
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Past Out 1969
THIS WEEK IN GAY AND LESBIAN HISTORY by DAVID BIANCO

The forefront for ‘fairies’
Stonewall was by no 
means the first time 
gays made themselves 
known in New York.

Historians date the gay liberation move­
ment to a few nights in 1969, when New 
York City queers took to the streets to 
protest police harassment of gay bars. But 
the city's gay community can actually trace 
its roots back at least 100 years.

In the last decades of the 19th century, 
many young people came to New York City 
from small towns, rural areas and Europe, 
looking for the economic opportunities that 
the country's largest city offered. The new 
residents crowded the predominantly work­
ing-class neighborhoods. Among them were 
many gay folk who had felt isolated and 
alone in their hometowns.

An array of saloons and dance halls 
catered to the social needs of the new urban 
dwellers and patrons included numerous 
male "degenerates." The "fairies," who fre­
quented establishments like Paresis Hall on 
the Lower East Side, "call each other sis­
ters," wrote one observer, "and take people 
out for immoral purposes." Vice squad 
reports from the early 1900s show that gay 
men also frequented public spaces like 
parks and bathhouses looking for sex.

Because women led less public lives 
than men did, little is known about lesbians 
in New York before the 1920s. But many of 
the city's labor organizers, social workers, 
suffragists and academics of the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries were never-mar­
ried women who lived in domestic 
arrangements with other women and had 
networks of close female friends.

The period between the world wars wit­
nessed an expansion of the artistic life of 
the city. Bohemian culture, which 
embraced both artistic and sexual freedom, 
took root in the Village. Gay artists like 
Edna St. Vincent Millay, Eva Le Gallienne 
and Hart Crane epitomized the Village's 
" anything goes" atmosphere, making it a 
popular haven for gay men and lesbians.

At the same time, a gay subculture blos­
somed in Harlem. Many of the greatest 
contributors to the Harlem Renaissance of 
1920-1935 were gay or bisexual. Drag balls 
and private parties called buffet flats were 
not gay but they were open," said artist 
and writer Richard Bruce Nugent.

Bars remained the center of gay male 
social life in New York throughout the

Gay New York:
Gender, Urban Culture, and 

the Making of the Gay 
Male World
by George Chauncey 
Basic Books, 1994
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The Stonewall Riots in 1969 provided a pivotal 
turning point for the gay civil rights movement 
in New York, though queers had flocked to the 
city for decades before the police raid.

1950s and early 1960s, helping to foster a 
sense of community. Separate women's 
clubs like the Bagatelle and the Sea Colony 
offered lesbians a way to meet friends and 
lovers, too. The "gay girl" culture of 1950s 
Greenwich Village, heavily dominated by 
butch-femme role playing, was popular­
ized in pulp novels of the day, like "Odd 
Girl Out" by Ann Bannon.

Gay New York had its political side, too.
Activist Randy Wicker, a member of the 

local Mattachine Society, launched a one-man 
campaign in 1962 to improve gay coverage in 
the media. Wicker's efforts culminated in the 
running of a gay story on the front page of 
The New York Times in December 1963—a first 
for a mainstream paper.

In 1967, gay activist Craig Rodwell, also a 
Mattachine member, founded the first gay 
bookstore in the world in Greenwich Village. 
The Oscar Wilde Memorial Bookshop was an 
ad hoc community center, where as much 
organizing took place as did book buying.

After the historic riots at the Stonewall Inn 
in June 1969, New York was at the forefront of 
the new gay liberation movement. Over the 
next few years, the city witnessed an explo­
sion of gay and lesbian groups, including the 
National Gay Task Force (now NGLTF) and 
Lambda Legal Defense & Education Fund.

The news story that broke in the July 3, 
1981 issue of the New York Times—"Rare 
Cancer Seen in 41 Homosexuals"—led to 
the organizing of a powerful array of gay 
social service organizations and activist 
groups in New York, like Gay Men's Health 
Crisis in 1982 and ACT UP five years later.

In 1985, the Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation got its start when 
some gay New Yorkers became fed up with 
biased mainstream media reporting about 
the epidemic. Both ACT UP and GLAAD 
grew out of meetings held at the city's gay 
community center, which opened in 1984.

David Bianco is the author of "Gay 
Essentials," a collection of his history columns. 
He can be reached at DaveBianco@aol.com.

1000 Greens Road • 281-820-4910
www.cityview-apts.com
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■■RIVER OAKSD
------- - CHRYSLER • JEEP
4807 KIRBY DRIVE @ SOUTHWEST FREEWAY

Pre-Owned Vehicles
713-524-3189

2nd Chance Financing 
Re-establish Your Credit 

Bad Credit • First Time Buyer
Fill Out And Fax 

For Approval
Name: _________________

Address: 1______________________________ ________________

City:  

Zip Code:

Phone: 

Work Phone: 

How Long Employed:

 6 Mos.  1 Year  2+ Years

Social Security Number:

Annual Income: ___________________________________________________

Signature:
HV 

(your signature permits up to check your credit)

FAX TO: TRAVIS LEAKE 
713-831-2854 

jSe Habla Espanol! • E-mail us: 
preowned@riveroakschrysler.com

WWW.RIVEROAKSCHRYSLER.COM
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1 HEPATITIS A&B...no big deal, right?
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GAY & LESBIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

www.glma.org
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You can prevent all this—so why don’t you?
The fact is hepatitis is a very big deal. And men who have sex with men are at greater risk for hepatitis A and B. 
That's why the Gay and Lesbian Medical Association (GLMA), as well as the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), recommends you get vaccinated to prevent these 2 serious diseases.

PROTECT YOURSELF! See your doctor about vaccination today. For referral to a gay-friendly physician near you, call 
GLMA at 1-877-LGBTDOC or visit our Web site at www.glma.org/hepatitis
This program is supported by a grant from SmithKline Beecham Pharmaceuticals.

Montrose Clinic
215Westheimer

Houston,TX 77006

713.830.3000

www.montrose-clinic.org
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Hope for you
New brochure details gay-friendly churches in Houston
by DL Groover

We published it with Pride 
Week in mind. We want to 
saturate the community with 

them, while we've got lots of 
extra people around so they 
can take them and use them.

—Rev. Carolyn J. Mobley

Traditionally, the combination of organized religion and anything gay and lesbian 
might spark a clash something akin to the crusades or the inquisition, but not now, and not 
here in Houston.

As the old song says, there are many ways of getting into heaven. So, if you missed the 
inclusively jubilant musical celebration of faith hosted by the Community Gospel Church 
last Tuesday called "Make a Joyful Noise," their 10th Pride celebration concert, you have 
a second chance.

For those

The vocol group. Excel of the Armadillo, includ­
ing members: Claire Vasilioy, John Weyersmiller, 
Nell Decker, Kelly Caswell and Kathy 
Balheimer, recently performed at "Make a 
Joyful Noise," the 10th annual Pride celebration 
concert at Community Gospel Church.

our community searching for spiritual fulfillment and guidance, the 
Montrose Clergy Association in observance 
of Gay Pride 2000 has published a welcome 
guide. Titled "Hope For You," this brochure 
details 15 local churches and religious 
organizations that offer "spiritual guidance 
to the GLBT community" and "a place to 
belong."

Rev. Chris Chiles, pastor of Community 
Gospel Church and MCA's facilitator and 
spokesperson, said that the idea of the 
guide came from a conversation with a 
HATCH-ling (Houston Area Teen Coalition 
of Homosexuals) who felt rejected and hurt 
by religion's condemnation of his sexual 
orientation.

It readily became apparent to the MCA 
that teens weren't the only people to feel 
outcast. A resource was needed which listed 
various area churches that are supportive, 
friendly and welcoming to gay .parish­
ioners.

Rev. Troy Plummer, director of program 
ministries at Bering Memorial United

Methodist Church, defined the MCA as "a group of churches in the neighborhood, close 
in proximity and close in spirit, to help the gay and lesbian community.

"There's a lot of spiritual resources in our community and we just want people to know 
that they're there, to make it easier for them to find," Plummer said.

Rev. Carolyn J. Mobley, associate pastor at the Metropolitan Community Church of the 
Resurrection (MCCR), has been involved with--------------------------------------------------------------
the Montrose Clergy Association since her 
arrival in Houston a decade ago.

"The group became a reality largely 
around gay and lesbian issues in the 80s 
when there were some churches that 
weren't so gay affirming," Mobley said. 
"The ones that were were in the Montrose 
area, even though some of them were not 
particularly excited about ministering to 
the gay and lesbian community, realized 
that that's who was around them. So, the 
MCA began to say, Well, we're trying to 
serve the same population, let s see how 
we can communicate with each other an 
cooperate and do some things together.

Thrilled with the pamphlet's publication, Mobley burst out with right on when com­
menting on the number of churches available to the community and the diverse styles of 

W0"ShdvtTinformation about each church so that people can choose where they want to 

go and get an idea if it's a predominantly gay and lesbian church, or if it's a mainline 
denomination with an open-door, policy toward gays and lesbians she explained.

The association distributes "Hope For You" in the bars, the bookstores, and other gay 

^.WebnuMsh^ 1**^ '»

community with them, while we've got lots of extra people around so they can take them

Chiles is proud of the association and its recent work at getting out the word.
"All the congregations have a vital niche to fill, no matter how big or how small they 

are We're just trying to stress the importance of each. Now we're really trying to get 
involved and reach out to the community and let them know that we're here. With the 
booklet I think that's a wonderful beginning," Chiles said.

"You know, you get hearts right, everything else falls in place."

in

Financial

Planning

George W. Hawkins

Products & Services
Fee-based Financial Planning 

Mutual Funds 
Variable Annuities 

401(k) Plans 

Insurance 
Estate Planning* 

Investment Services 
Retirement Planning* 

Asset Management Accounts 
Wrap Fee Accounts

ESl /AXA ADVISORS

777 Post Oak Blvd, Suite 450 
Houston, TX 77056

Phone 713-402-6425
Fax 713-621-4760

e-mail: george.hawkins@axa-advisors.com

The above named individuals are registered representatives and Investment advisor representatives of AXA Advisors. LLC (212-314-4600), member NASD, a bro­
ker-dealer and investment advisor and are agents of Hie Equitable life Assurance Society of the U.S. (NA, NV 10104). Registered representatives also offer vari­
able and traditional life insurance and annuity products of Equitable, and of over 100 other companies through an insurance-brokerage affiliate 

♦using life insurance and oilier financial vehicles. FP-98-10a (rev.
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June 27th is National HIV Testing Day 
GET TESTED.

Houston Department of 
Health and Human Services
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HIV is still spreading. And it doesn’t discriminate on the basis of race, 
sexual orientation or age. Use a latex condom. Every time. And if you’ve 
been careless, get tested

A Decision That 
Could Infect You 

The Rest 
Of Your Life
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Kolbe Project

of
University Center

PRINTING
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STUDENTS!

St. Thomas University,
Montrose Branch Librarycall 713-529-8490 for 

other pick-up spots!

Bible Study begins at 5:30pm 
and nursery is available. 
Mid-week "Home Group" 
services on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713-528-6756 or 
maranatha@evl.net

“Healing Casualties”
“The Power of Good Worship”

now your voice is being 
delivered to your school!

Patricia Salvato, MD 
Medical Director 

For more information call 
(713) 349-9750

Worship Services • Monthly Potlucks 
Movie Nights • Monthly Breakfast 

Scripture Study • Spiritual Consoling 
Hospital Visitation

Retreats * Workshops • Seminars

e-mail: info@kolbeprojcct. org 
or visit our website at uww.kolbeproject.org

PH.(713)861-1800 » 1030 Heights Blvd.
Houston,TX 77008

“Living in the Spirit”

Maranatha Fellowship MCC
1311 Holman

(across from HCC-Downtown Campus)

Services Start Sundays at 6:30pm
June 25
July 2

"Come see our 
'new' location!"

l/ourPMnnrySolutioti, 
713.522.1896 

Fax: 713.522.0708 
3407 Montrose, Suite A-7

“Homosexuality and the Bible”
For Gay Pride Month, join us for this class and learn that God lovers you, just the way you are! 

The bible is your friend, not your enemy! June 29th at 7 pm in the Educational Bldg. 
Free admission, and everyone is welcome.

“Take Pride, Take Joy, Take Action, Be Blessed!”

Come Visit Our Sunday Services!

Exercise Programs 

Personal Trainers 

Nutritional Intervention 

Massage Therapy 

Stress/Pain Managment 

Neuropathy Therapy 

Peer Support 

Workshops & Seminars 

Steroid Education 

Increase Self Esteem

yet me help put you back together 
15 years specialising tn kar J cases

Immediate results • 5°% off 1st session 
713-5M-7°99 • 5007 /Montrose

7 days 9am to l°pm 
all major credit cards accepted

Maranatha
Fellowship

Metropolitan
Community Church

UA liberating church serving a liberating God. •

Now Accepting Medicare, PPOs 
& Standard Insurances.

Your Montrose Area 
Printer Since 1977
• Fine Printing
• Passport Photos
• High Speed Copying
• Pick-up & Delivery
• Typesetting St Design

I Free personalized ■ 
; notepad with purchase ;
I

* One per customer

MRJ. MILLER. ♦ HOLISTIC H6XLEK
■“successful but unkappy

-missed opportunities
-relationskip falling apart

opy.

Provider dedicated to serving the HIV community

voice
Rice University, 
Student Center

Ed Kinser
BSMI, CRS 

Director: Kinetic Sports
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Rob Schmerler & Staff

713.661.7700
Business Insurance ▼ Workers Compensation 
Group Health ▼ Life Insurance & much more

For Home, Health

Rob
Schmerler

■^.,1
s5*'<

*!3-?
<»<

4040 MILAM 77006
(713) 524-9932

Let us show you 
how our program 
will work for you!

Monday to Friday 5 am - 10 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 8 am — 8 pm

a

MEMBER ANTHONY RAMOS 
BODY BUILDING CHAMPION

' 'w A

■>Mm2
W

I

Government study shows HIV diagnosis changes sexual behavior
ATLANTA (AP)—Ninety percent of people diagnosed with HIV begin using condoms 

or curtailing sexual activity after testing positive, according to a government study released 
June 15 "We generally found that once people that are infected know their status, they do 
adopt safer behaviors," said Patricia Sweeney, a CDC epidemiologist. As part of a govern­
ment-sponsored study, the CDC interviewed 180 people recently diagnosed with HIV in 
Alabama, New Jersey and Tennessee in 1997 and 1998. Ninety percent of those interviewed 
said they changed their sexual behavior after learning they were infected. Among them, 60 
percent said they used condoms more often, 49 percent did not have sex as often, 36 per­
cent stopped having sex and 10 percent had sex only with a person they knew to be infect­
ed. Five percent reported engaging in oral sex only. The study indicated that although 44 
percent of the 180 interviewed reported not having sex within six months of diagnosis, that 
number dropped to 18 percent after six months. The CDC says the results show the impor­
tance of setting up more state-level HIV testing programs.

Dr. Peter Riot of the Joint United 
Nations program on HIV/A1DS 
reported spermidde gel faded to pro­
tect women against HIV infection.

Spermicide gel fails to protect women from AIDS in global test
GENEVA (AP)—A spermicide gel containing 

nonoxynol-9 failed in an African-Asian test to protect 
women against HIV infection, the U.N. AIDS agency 
said June 13. "We are clearly disappointed at the results 
of the trial," said Dr. Peter Plot, executive director of the 
Joint United Nations program on HIV/AIDS. The 
agency issued a statement saying the product, which is 
on the market in the United States and China as 
Advantage-S, was tested as a gel on female prostitutes in 
Benin, Ivory Coast, South Africa and Thailand. Dr. 
Joseph Perriens, head of the UNAIDS search for an effec­
tive microbicide, said that the product had been chosen 
for large-scale testing because it lacked side effects, such 
as genital sores and irritation, associated with other for­
mulas of spermicide. UNAIDS said three other com­
pounds are being considered for large-scale testing, and 
that 20 others are ready for safety trials.

AMA recommends regulation of household anti-bacterial products
CHICAGO (AP)—With concern mounting worldwide over germs that are resistant to 

antibiotic drugs, the American Medical Association adopted a resolution June 14 at its 
annual meeting urging the government to step up regulation of anti-bacterial consumer 
products. The AMA's Council on Scientific Affairs had proposed the regulation on products 
like anti-bacterial soaps, lotions and mouthwashes. The Council s report says there is no 
scientific data showing that such products have any infection-fighting benefit. But the res­
olution stopped short of recommending that the AMA discourage the use of such products 
outright. "Nothing in our report... should discourage the public from maintaining good 
hygiene," said Dr. Myron Genel, council chairman.

During the same meeting, the AMA members agreed that doctors should have the abil­
ity to prescribe syringes and needles to patients in conjunction with addiction counseling 
to help prevent the transmission of AIDS.

Colo, researchers launch web-site to study Internet sex habits
DENVER (AP)—Researchers at the Denver Health Department are using a web-site to 

find out how people use the Internet to look for sex partners. The first phase of the program 
involved researchers observing discussions in chat rooms, and asking people who came in 
for counseling diseases about their Internet use. They have recently started their own web­
site (www.sexquiz.org) where they can ask people intimate questions anonymously. Most of 
those who answer the quiz say they are over 30 years old, and the overwhelming majority 
are male. They are asked questions about how many partners they've had, whether they use 
condoms, which web-sites they've used to meet people for sex, and whether they've lied to 
a partner to get sex. While it is difficult to verify the responses, "we're hoping the anonymi­
ty of this will allow people to be truthful," said Sheana Saylers Bull, one of the researchers.

House votes to force reasonable prices of some pharmaceuticals
WASHINGTON (AP)—The House of Representatives voted 313-109 to require pharmaceu­

tical companies to charge reasonable prices for products they develop as a result of federally 
financed research. The provision would require the National Institutes of Health to obligate com­
panies using institute research to charge prices "on reasonable terms" for any pharmaceuticals 
they develop, said David Sirota, spokesperson for Rep. Bernie Saunders, a Socialist, who spon­
sored the measure. The provision would not apply to such products already on the market and 
received a majority of votes from both parties. "This is nothing more than asking a fair return for 
the taxpayers of this country for their investment" of billions of dollars annually in biomedical 

------------ research, Sanders said. Drug companies argue that 
For more news, visit the prices they charge are justified by the billions 
www.houstonvoice.com they must invest in producing effective new drugs.

MSfiiS-------- —---------------------  —From staff and wire reports



HOUSTON VOICE • JUNE 23, 2000 53

44All the forces

in the world

time has come.”

— Victor Hugo

IBM recognizes Gay Pride Month by acknowledging all those who have realized the power within.

Solutions for a small planet®

IBM is committed to creating a diversified environment and proud to be an equal opportunity employer IBM and Solutions tor a small plane! are registered trademarks ot Intemalicnal Business Machines Corporation. ©2000 IBM Corp
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Real Estate
Services

Call Marshall Rainwater at 
713-529-8490 

for Directory Ad Sales

WESTBURY
* GARDENS

CONDOS

All units are in a charming old-world atmosphere 
with an over-sized pool in the complex

713.729.9316
Call Lyn for an appointment

(On-Site Agent)

Muffins • Koiaches • Croissants 
Donuts • Biscuits

Christy’s
Donuts

1103 W. Gray © Montrose 
713-524-4005 ( 
(fax) 713-524-4880

Mon - Fri: 5am-7pm 
Sat: 5am-4pm • Sun: 6am-3pm

■

Make Your Selections

with PRIDE /

Wishes the Community a 

Very Happy 
Pride Celebration and 

Thank You All 
For the 11 Years of 

Patronage |

community calendar

Saturday, june 24
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 713-526-5738.

Q-Patrol walks the streets 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.

Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 

713-528-6665.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call for ride locations. 713- 

863-1860.
Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.

Rainbow Fishing Club. Meeting. 713-526-7070.

Houston Faerie Circle. Meeting. 2 p.m. 713-533-0150.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Southwest Center. 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. 281-633-2555 & Conroe 936-441-1614.

Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center Drop-in hours noon 

to 4 p.m. Montrose Writer's Project. 3 to 4:30 p.m. 713-528- 

3818.

Sunday, june 25
New Hope Christian Center Worship Service. 11 a.m. 803 

Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals meets. 713-942- 

7002.
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 713-869-1686.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite Eucharist I 7:45 a.m.;
Holy Rite Eucharist II 8:55 a.m.; Education hour 10 a.m.; Choral 

Eucharist 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.

Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. Service. 6:30 p.m. 

713-528-6756.

Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. .
School 10 a.m. Youth Sunday School 11:15 a.m. Handbell Choir 

rehearsal 1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.

Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9.00 a.m.

Service 10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Sunday School 

for children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 or 

www.communitygospel.org.

Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 a.m. 713-529-8225.

Covenant Baptist Church. Service 9:30 a.m. & education hour 11 

a.m. 713-668-8830.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8:30 a.m.

& 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.

The Women's Group. Meeting & Discussion. 10:45 a.m. 713-529- 

8571.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St.

Service 10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.

First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 11 a.m.

Christian Education. 11:30 p.m. 713-468-9543 or fcc- 

houston.org.
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum 10 a.m. Service 

11 a.m. 713-686-5876.
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation: Adult discussion 

9:45 a.m. Service 11 a.m. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 

Center. 713-692-2703.

FrontRunners. Running Club. 9 a.m. 713-522-8021.

monday, june 26
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support group. 8 p.m. 

www.GayFathers-Houston.org or 281-505-1788. 

Bering Support Network. 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 

3000.
HIV testing. STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 1 p.m. to 6:15 

p.m. 713-626-2837.

Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

936-441-1614.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 

Center. 713-692-2703.

Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show. 8 to 10 p.m. KPFT 90.1. 713- 

529-1223.

AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529- 

0037.

Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 713-526- 

1017X208.

gayDAR. Wellness community. Support Group. 7 p.m. 713-526- 

1017 Ext. 211.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 

from 6 to 9 p.m. Black Lesbian & Gay Coalition weekly meeting. 

7 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. G&L Community Center Board meeting. 

7 p.m. 713-524-3818.

Stonewall Democrats of Houston. Monthly meeting. 608 W.

Gray, stonewallhouston@hotmail.com.

tuesday, june 27
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. 

Club Houston. 713-830-3000.

Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support Group. 7 p.m. 281 - 

495-8009.

PROTECT. An HIV-negative support group 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.

Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang 11 a.m. 713-526- 

1017.

Home Sweet Home
Call Marshall Rainwater at 713-529-8490 

For Directory Ad Sales

Make Ready •
Residential & Commercial •

Continually the Best

1713.861.6181

KAEHLER CLEANING

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANERS ► PEI STAIN EXPERTS

I'

• CARPET REPAIR / STRETCHING • FABRIC & 
CARPET SEALANTS • KOOLAID REMOVAL • 

ORIENTAL RUG SPECIALIST • PET STAINS / ODOR 
SPECIALIST • MARBLE.TILE & CERAMIC GROUT 

RESTORATION • EMERGENCY WATER EXTRACTION 

713.526.4944

HO
OFF

’YOUR FRIENDLY SAY CARPET CLEANERS'' I 

29 YEARS Of SERVING OUR COMMUNITY [ 
Purchase must total $75 after coupon ! 

deduction. Not valid with any other offer or . 
coupon. Not valid on labor/ materials/ 
products or emergency extraction charges. J

Rtl Box 625-A Decks .
Hockley,Texas 77447-9771 Patio covers

B BAR W CONTRACTING
k * Interior/Exterior Paintins

In Business Since 1991

Perfection Plus
Domestic Services 

Specialists in Detail Cleaning
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

BONDED FOR YOUR PROTECTION 
MOVE-INS/MOVE-OUTS • SPECIAL PROJECTS 

WEEKLY - BIMONTHLY - ONETIME 
ORGANIZATION OF CLOSETS & DRAWERS

i| $iO°“dFF
if First Cleaning ।

We Supply All Cleaning 1
■ Products & Equipment

— —     —.. — Ji
FREE ESTIMATES By Phone 

(713) 895-2766
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Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mt. Vernon. 713-526- 

8390.

Men's Network. Discussion group for social, educational devel­

opment of gay and bisexual men. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling 

Center. 713-529-0037.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

281-633-2555.

Lambda Skating Club skates. 8 p.m. Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 

713-410-7215.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 

9 p.m. Lesbians Island Young Women's Group meets 7 p.m. 803 

Hawthorne. 713-528-3818.

Houston Outdoor Group. General Meeting and Mailout. 713- 

522-7809.

Wednesday, June 28
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 2.015 

Thomas Street 713-793-4026.

STD Exams & treatment. HIV Testing. Free. AVES. Free. AVES. 

713-626-2837.

Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mary's, 

Ripcord & Midtowne Spa. 713-830-3000.

BiNet Houston. 7:30 p.m. Social meeting. 713-467-4380 

Women's Network. Montrose Counseling Center Discussion 

group for social, educational development of gay and bisexual 

women. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037. 

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

936-441-1614.

Project: Caesar. Workshops. AFH. 3203 Weslayan. 713-623-6796. 

Out Skate Rollerskating Club. 8 to 10 p.m. 8075 Cook Road. 

281-933-5818.

Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River 

Bottom. 7 p.m. 713-880-0670.

Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's Espiscopal. 713-526- 

6665.

Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Bible Study 7:30 p.m. Resurrection 

MCC. 713-861-9149.

Freelance Art Classes by Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ individuals. 1 

to 4 p.m. Lunch provided. 713-523-9530..

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 

Center. 713-692-2703.

Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. 713-523-3037. 

Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 7 p.m. 713-524-0218. 

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

Various Support Groups 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 

9 p.m. Free HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic 6 to 9 p.m. 803 

Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Women's Mixer. Center for AIDS. 713-527-8210.

thursday, June 29
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open rehearsal. 7 p.m. 713-521- 

7464.

Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River 

Bottom. 7 p.m. 713-880-0670.

Hep C Recovery. Support Group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713-526- 

1017X211.

STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.

Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight.

Toyz Disco. 713-830-3000.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

281-633-2555.

FrontRunners. Running Club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.

HIV Art Course Program. 1 to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer 713-526- 

1118.

Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.

Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235 or

www.communitygospel.org.

HIV Testing. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.

Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Alliance at the University of Houston. 

(GLOBAL) Meeting. 4 p.m. 713-743-7539.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to

9 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Houston Area Bears Dine Out. 6:30 p.m. 5757 Westheimer. 713- 

867-9123.

friday, June 30
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) 

Meeting. 713-942-7002.

Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Rich's. 713-830-3000.

STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 

3000.

Q-Patrol walks the streets. 9:00 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.

Kolbe Project. Morning Prayer. 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 

Center. 713-692-2703.

Positive Art Workshop. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer. 713-526- 

1118.

Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM. 7 p.m. 713-526-5738.

Mishpachat Alizim Shabbat Services. 8 p.m. 713-748-7079.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 

p.m. to 9 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

To list an event, call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529-8490, fax at 

713-529-9531, or e-mail editor@houstonvoice.com. Deadline is 

Friday at 5 p.m.

tired of 
getting bumped off?

want faster service?

unlimited internet access SISVmo. • dsl U9’7mo.

call toll Free: 877_767_1606 

rainbowpride.com
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Classifieds
Announcements

to

Real Estate For Sale

Licensed Massage

www.HoustonGayWeb.com

www.edwina.com

Classifiedswww.gayswitchboardhouston.org

Work!
Auditions

Call (713) 
529-8490

Professional

Services

Allen House Apts.
Large 1 & 2 bedrooms •
Downtown location & free shuttle
• Ask for specials, 888.283.1899.

Bienvenue Theatre
Auditions for chorus, understud­
ies, and replacements for musi­
cal “Naked Boys Singing”. • 
Males 20 -40 with good bodies 
call 713.426.2626.

RYAN WHITE
PLANNING COUNCIL
is looking for volunteers to serve 
on the council. The primary 
responsibility of the council is 
to determine what services are 
most needed. Last year’s Coun­
cil received over $17 million 
from the federal government for 
use in the greater Houston area. 
Your participation DOES make a 
difference. Contact Tori Wil­
liams at 713.572.3724 or email 
www.rwpc.org. 

r

www.mykeith.com
Computers, books, movies, 
CD’s, gifts, travel accessories, 
and more...

Land for Sale
8 + acres located 35 miles east 
of Austin with improvements. • 
Magnificent view, year round 
creek with access to 4 - 5 acre 

lake. • $6,500 per acre, 
512.273.2310.

The Blood Center
Donors, who would like the location 
and hours of operation of a donor 
facility close to them, may call the 
Blood Center at 713.790.1200 or 
www.giveblood.org.

Massage Therapy at its finest. • 
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Sports, 
Reflexology • Don’t settle for 
less • In/Out, Hotels, 7 Days • 
Jeff #016074 (Nationally Cer­
tified) 713.524.5865. 

You Need Therapy!
Massage therapy now available 
at Muscle Mechanics personal 
training & wellness studio- sports 
massage, therapeutic massage, 
relaxation therapy. Call now for 
your appointment! Muscle 
Mechanics 713.523.5330.

Body Positive 
Wellness Center

is a non-profit organization that 
seeks to empower those with 
HIV infection, through nutrition 
chiropractic services, yoga, and 
peer counseling. If you are inter­
ested in participation or volun­
teering, we want to speak with 
you! Visit our website at 
www.bodypositive.org or call 
713.524.2374.

Project L.E.A.P.
Are you interested in advocating 
for funding and services for peo­
ple living with HIV and AIDS? 
The PWA Coalition-Houston 
announces start of Project 
L.E.A.P., an intensive training 
program for HIV positive individ­
uals and others who want to 
become advocates for HIV/AIDS 
related services and funding. 
Classes for Project L.E.A.P. will 
begin in May. Participants must 
complete an application and a lim­
ited number of spaces are avail­
able. To receive an application or 
to obtain more information please 
call Rich Arenschieldt, Project 
Coordinator at 713.522.5428, ext. 
28 or 800.999.0325.

Club Nsomnia
New Fridays! Live rock bands at 
midnight. • Thursdays - Amateur 
male strip contest, $100 cash 
prize at midnight • Wednesdays - 
$25 prize for best old campy 
drag contest at midnight

Family to Family 
Adoption Services

How to adopt internationally and 
domestically. • Family to Family 
Adoption Services is a Non­
profit adoption agency dedicated 
to find loving homes for thou­
sands of orphans. • Single men, 
women, and couples from 25 - 
60 years of age are eligible to 
adopt. • For more information 
please call 713.249.5941.

PWA Coalition
Desperately needs the following 
items: Dishes, silverware,
pots/pans, sheets, towels, dressers, 
dinettes, coffee tables, sofas, 
chairs and small appliances. Pick­
up available, call 713.522.5428.

BODY WAXING 
FOR MEN

Personal grooming by Dale • 
Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist • Private 
Location in Montrose • Call for 
appointment 713.529.5952.

j • 2412' A 
Houston, Texas 77006 • 

Statewide ’(‘xDOT 
#00528-2035C • 713.522.1717 VOLUNTEERS

WANTED
give four (4) hours per 

month for in-home care visits 
to people living with 
HIV/AIDS • For more infor­
mation on Bering’s Sentry 
Program call Craig Overstreet 
at 713.523.7110 EXT 119.

Houston Lesbian & 
Gay Community Center 
is seeking volunteers to staff the 
facility in more extended hours. 
If organizations and individuals 
are interested, please contact 
Eva Luchak at 713.524.3818 to 
discuss how you can help.

www.sovo.com

www.impactnews.com

www.bodypositivehous~on.org 

www.bearsontebayou.com 

www.montrosesoftballleague.com 

www.iblhouston.net

Tim of LA
(RMT#TR23477) • Hawaiian & 
Bodywork • Call 713.508.7896 
or 832.656.8014_______________

BODYWORK - MASSAGE • 
Relax & release tension • 
Flexible schedule • Randy, 
RMT#9061, 1.888.983.4932.

BODY THERAPY - Ultimate in 
pampering! • Chaz Kolb, MT • 
In calls/Out calls Specialist, 
713.712.0270._________________

Brazilian-Swedish Massage 
Relaxation or Sport massage in 
BRAZILIAN STYLE. • Shower 
facility • Male therapist 
(RMT#011176) • 832.656.0355.

WAIKIKI
Luxury ocean view • 1 Sth floor • 
One bedroom condo in Waikiki • 
All amenities, fully furnished, 
including linens and remodeled 
kitchen. • Lovely terrace looks 
out to Diamond Head. • Secure 
building, non-smoking • $99/ 
night (double), 10 day minimum, 
security deposit plus cleaning fee 
• For more information email: 
glarp@earthlink.net or call 
310.473.1871 (Los Angeles).

Volunteer Information

GAY & LESBIAN 
SWITCHBOARD

Volunteer classes now forming. 
Reserve your space on line or 
call 713.529.9615 or www.gay- 
switchboardhouston.org.

Real Estate For Rent
Small 1 bedroom condo (450 
sq. ft.) - $400 month. • 2 bed­
room, 1 1/2 bath condo/town- 
house (1225 sq. ft.) with W/D, 
fenced patio, new stove/refrig- 
erator - $700 month • 2 bed­
room, 1 bath condo (850 sq. 
ft.) - $625 month • Call Lyn, 
on-site agent, for an appoint- 
ment, 713.729.9316.__________

1419 Hyde Park efficiency 
apartment. • $450 Move-In- 
Special • Call J.D. at 
713.528.0561._________________

Loop@290 • darling 2/2 upper 
condo • Balcony overlooking 
wooded greenbelt, courtyard • 
Living room: cathedral ceiling, 
comer WBFP, granite hearth. • 
Kitchen: cute with walk-in utili- 
ty/pantry. • No pets/smokers. • 
$600 month • 713.880.1281- 
agent _________ ______

Near Intercontinental • Large 
1 bed/1 bath, totally renovated, 
all new kitchen and bath, pool. 
• $379 per month, + 1 month 
free! •Call 281.820.4910.

Autos For Sale______
‘98 BMW 328i Convertible • 10k 
miles, one of a kind, stk#6968 • 
$36,988 • Richard Sisco - 
River Oaks Chrysler/Jeep,
713.524,3189__________________

‘98 Chrysler Sebring JX Conv. • 
36k miles, leather, extra clean, 
stk#9653 • $15,988 • Richard 
Sisco - River Oaks Chrysler/Jeep,
713.524.3189 __________________

‘97 Dodge Ram 1500 SET 1/2 ton
• Bedliner, nice looking truck, 38k 
miles, stk#5338 • $14,955 • 
Richard Sisco - River Oaks 
Chrysler/Jeep, 713.524.3189

‘98 Ford Mustang GT • 12k miles, 
loaded. Cobra wheels, stk#5337 • 
$17,988 • Richard SiscoRiver 
Oaks Chrysler/Jeep, 713.524.3189 

‘98 Ford Expedition XLT • Rear 
air, 3rd seat & more, stk#9646 • 
$23,988 • Richard Sisco - 
River Oaks Chrysler/Jeep,
713.524.3189 __________________

‘97 Jeep Wrangler Sport • 35k 
miles, tan soft-top over aqua, auto, 
6 cylinder, stk#6022 • $15,988 • 
Richard Sisco - River Oaks 
Chrysler/Jeep, 713.524.3189

‘99 Mercury Sable GS • 16k 
miles, silver/gray int, loaded, fac­
tory warranty, stk#9605 • $12,988
• Richard Sisco - River Oaks 
Chrysler/Jeep, 713.524.3189

‘96 Pontiac Grand Am • 4 door, 
cold a/c, nice economical car, 57k 
miles, stk#5356 • $7,988 • Richard 
Sisco - River Oaks Chrysler/Jeep,
713.524.3189

Pets_______________
The Homeless Pet Placement 
League is a Houston area, non­
profit animal welfare organiza­
tion. HPPL provides for the 
rehabilitation of stray and aban­
doned dogs and cats through its 
unique foster care program. All 
animals are spayed/neutered and 
have their first set of shots. For 
more information call 
713.862.7387 or view website at 
w w w. H P PL. org_______________

The Spay Neuter Assistance Pro- 
' gram will provide FREE spay- 

ing/neutering, rabies vaccina­
tions and city licenses for ani­
mals belonging to qualifying 
low income dog and cat guard­
ians. For qualifications and 
transportation information 
please call 713.522.2337.

Products &> Services

Publications
www.houstonvoice.com 

Roommates_________
Room for rent in a townhouse. • 
Private bath, light cooking & 
laundry privileges, huge closet, 
covered parking. • $350 month. • 
Call Lyn, 713.729,9316.

Share 3 bedroom, 2 bath home 
with GWM couple in Cypress. • 
$400 month, includes utilities, 
lawn service, housekeeping. • 
Call 281.897.9840

Travel/Resorts_______
www.lovettinn.com

Moving Services

American Movers
Visit us on the web • www. 
americanmovers.org 
Taft
Nkg

Business
Opportunities________

www.pc4profit.com
Own a computer? • Put it to 
work! • $350 - $850 week. • 
www.pc4profit.conL

Salon Stations
Station rental at busy leading 
Montrose hair salon. • 2 stations 
available in relaxed setting. • 
$150 per week • Call Dennis for 
special starting deal in August, 
713.528.2302 _____________

Employment ______
PURGATORY

Galveston’s newest bar opening 
soon. • Applications for all posi­
tions are now being taken. • 
Apply in person between l-4pm, 
2515 Mechanic. • No phone 
calls, please. __________ ____
Nightingale ADC offers free 
employment assistance to HIV+ 
individuals • Including job pre­
paredness training, resume 
development, job search assis­
tance. For more information call 

713.981.1543. 

Home Improvements
Need A Maid?

Scheduled openings to clean 3 
more homes/condo’s weekly or 
bi-weekly. • Call Terry’s Home 
Services, 281.894.6639 or pgr. 
713.200.3125____________ _____

CLEANRITE, call John • $8.50 
hr., Home or Office • 
713.526.2496 (10% of earnings 
are donated to AFH).

STEVEN’S HOUSE
HIV Intermediate care home 
seeks night staff • Resident 
interaction, housework, and 
clerical • Understanding/sensi- 
tivity of HIV/AIDS and experi­
ence a plus • EOE • Send 
resume to Executive Director • 
PO Box 131303 • Houston, 
Texas 77219-1303.

WindowMedia
Window Media, the publisher 
of Southern Voice (Atlanta), 
Hou-ston Voice (Houston) 
Impact News (New Orleans) 
and eclipse magazine is experi­
encing unprecedented growth 
with aNbitious plans for the 
future. Talented, hard-working, 
creative and dedicated individ­
uals are constantly in demand 
as opportunities arise within 
our publication areas: Sales, 
Administration, 
Circulation/Distribution, 
Editorial, Design/Production. 
If you are interested in a career 
path with a growing organiza­
tion, please submit your 
resume to: Window Media, 
Attn.: Human Resources Dept., 
1095 Zonolite Road #100, 
Atlanta, Ga., 30306. 
------------ ——-------- -———————

BASIC BROTHERS
Now accepting applications for 
management positions and full/ 
part-time retail employment. 
Prior retail/sales experience and 
computer knowledge a plus • 
Come join our team and enjoy 
one of the best benefit packages 
around • Apply M-F, 10am-4pm, 
1232 Westheimer • No phone 
calls please. -

1 BEDROOM
Great locations Montrose/River 
Oaks • W/D included • Garage 
available • New construction • 
Call for specials • 713.630.0006.

RIVER OAKS
Plaza at River Oaks • 1 bedroom 
• W/D included • For details call 
713.528.5277.
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Automotive 
Services

Call 713-529-8490

If®
TNCIfftf PIACC

Inc.
• Alignment
• Brakes

Cooper
L. TIRES ^J

1307 Fairview 
(3 blocks west of Montrose) 

713-529-1414

Alignments 

Brakes
2314 Washington 

713-880-4747

American a foreign

1^31 Electrical Repair

Complete Brakes
Tune-Up
Major or Minor Repair

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

Auto Repair & Service

713-526-3723
1411 Tall Houston,TX. 77019

■j

MASSAGE
IT’S A PLEASURE

Roland rmt#i5213

713-942-2399

if your hair 
isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to me.

DON GILL
STUDIO 911

713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Botfy, Mind & Spirit
Call 713-529-8490

Centrally Located
*7 Days/Evenings * 

Visa/MC 
Outcalls Welcome

> A Bciititjue 4

“Don’t Miss this Once a Year Sale”

713.S08-7896 • 832-656-8014

--------------------------- 1 fe

j Your New 
’ Alternative Store

NOT YOUR BASIC STORE!
Unique Clubwear
& Undergear
“For Men & Women”

Leather, Lubricants
Adult Toys - Gifts

^25% Off Sale]
Mens Club Shirts 
Ladies Dresses

713-944-6010
E-Mail: cros1207@hotmail.com

1207 SPENCER Q ALLEN GENOA. Sonih Houston. TX 775X7 
Exit Gulf Ftccway at Airpon /College. Then East 2 Miles 

Open Daily 10 am - Midnight * Mail Orders Welcome

r

Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order 

form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490. 

BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL: feedback@houstonvoice.com

AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation.

Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON

i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i

fl PICK YOUR” 
jU CATEGORY

FREE*: Call for guidelines
__ HIV Services & Education
__ Volunteers
__ Non-Profit Organizations

‘First 20 words

INDIVIDUAL RATE $7:
. Announcements

Auditions
Employment-Seeking
Pets-Free or Lost & Found

Roommates
Personal Websites

BUSINESS RATE $15:
Auto Repair
Business Opportunities
Entertainment
Help Wanted
Help Wanted-Seeking
Home Improvement

■— Items For Sale
_ Licensed Massage

Moving Services
-— Professional Services
-— Real Estate For Rent
■—. Real Estate For Sale

Ca// 713-529-8490
other categories

# OF ISSUES: 

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

CATEGORY: 

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

TEXT:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $7.00 per week. Additional words at 50< each per week.

Up to 20 words: 7.00
Additional words x 50tf: 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues

Total. $

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $15.00 per week.

Additional words x 75<L per word (per week): 
Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

Name: _____
Address: ;.
City State Zip 
Phone
Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX QMC QVISA
Card #_ Exp. /
Signature _______________________________________________
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Takes PRIDE and 

in having served the 

Houston Gay & Lesbian Community 

for the past

Take AcTloU

And Have Fun This Weekend
Look forward to seeing you before the parade and join us 

after the parade for a "special Pride show."

2517 Balph • 713-527-9071
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My Stars!
YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

June 23 - 30

by JILL DEARMAN

ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
It's easy for you to revamp your life in late June and early July, especially if you 
start with your home. Saturn conjunct with Jupiter in your money house can help 
you to get your finances in order, but only if you take the long view. Forget about 
immediate gratification.

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
You really need to get out more, sweetie. Your ruler, Venus, is hopping up your 

j social sector, but you have to do your part, too. You should work on your com­
munication skills. If you can bring yourself to say it, you can finally do it. Now's the 
time to cozy up to a Capricorn.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
Don't misconstrue the intentions of a loved one. Someone is trying to help you, 
but you are just not in the most objective frame of mind right now. On July 1, 
Jupiter enters your sign for a nice long stretch of time, and a whole heap of good 
luck comes with it. A Scorpio is lucky for you in bed.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
The solar eclipse in your sign on July 1 could give you just the kick in the ass you 
need. Celebrate your birthday season by taking a chance on something you 
believe in. If your heart is drawn to another Cancer, you can certainly get things 
rolling now.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)
The end of a long, strange trip is within sight. Finally, the eclipses move off your 
butt and into another sign beginning July 1. Be open to all forms of other world­
ly communication and stop being so literal. An Aquarius can help you thrive dur­
ing the next season of your life.

VIRGO (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
The solar eclipse on July 1 falls in your house of friends. This is the beginning of a 
real "group cycle" for you. This is a great time for you to put your career goals 
ahead of all other pet projects. Focus gets you far—if you can put your mind to 
it, you can do it. It's safe to give your cell phone number to a Pisces.

UBRA (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)
The solar eclipse on July 1 falls at the top of your chart and promises a most pro­
ductive career cycle over the next six months. You should put agreements in writ­
ing with partners you believe in. You have the goods to go far, but why go it 
alone? Just wait till Mercury goes direct on July 17 before signing on the dotted 
line for a Leo.

SCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
f You can really enjoy your life now, Scorpio darling. Give yourself the treats and thrills 

you desire. Lighten up and take life-affirming risks; your bitterness has grown tedious.
s ''' Sagittarius makes you laugh and long for sex in the great wide open.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 23 - DEC 22)
Mercury retrograde in your house of serious relationships is warning you to exer­
cise just a tad more patience and restraint in your love life. You could uncover a 
mystery involving someone you've been romantically intrigued by for months. A 
Taurus is well worth the wait, so why rush it?

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN. 20)
As the solar eclipse on July 1 hits your house of love, romance takes on a much deeper 
meaning. You are on the verge of one of the most passionate periods in your life, so 
please stop obsessing about tiny details. A Sagittarius helps you to focus on what's real.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 21 - FEB. 19)
Put some energy into your day job, and it will pay off in the months to come. 
Instead of complaining, make the changes you desire, little by little. You may not 
be able to control the psychic flashes that come and go late June and early July, 
but you can tune in to your physical reality and make sense of it. Stay in with an 
Aries and work out in private.

PISCES (FEB. 20 - MARCH 20)
The solar eclipse on July 1 falls in your house of creativity, and its effects will be 
felt for six months at least. If you've been filling your hours with tedious, mean­
ingless tasks, now's your chance to start an artistic project that you can put your 
whole soul into. A Libra knows howto help you organize your life.

J/7/ Dearman is the author of "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer Astrology 
for Women." For information on charts and consultations, call 212-841-0177 or 
e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

t&dwcm wMty da come/ tme/.

I'- •< -•t’ < Oil

Stinks/ cKain^aui' Sfiofs/ 

$2.00 $1.00 $2.00 $1.50

I If I' r >

►
Iso
I

/4/7-5$ CW e/S/t/k&i/m/e/i/ • 713.522.5 16 6



.V

11

?>

Seren iK
vs

HARMONY
e>frit

I

. • ■"'.«.■» ,• ' v- r: f." ■.

The Pride Committee of Houston encourages you to tear out and display 
our community flag which notes the meaning of each color.

Title Sponsor - Gallery Furniture; Corporate Sponsors - Bud Light & Silver Eagle Distributors, DeMontrond/Gillcook & Associates; 
Grand Sponsor - Coors Light and Hillman International Brands, Ltd.; Proud Sponsors - hotboytv.com, Red Bull Energy Drinks;

Pride Supporters - Chase Bank, ID Lubricants & Westridge Labs, Rich's, Wells Fargo; Community Grants - Holly field Foundation, 
Texas Gay Rodeo Association (TGRA); Media Sponsors - 104 KRBE, Greater Houston Convention & Vistors Bureau, HERO Magazine, 

Texas Triangle; Retail Partners - Basic Brothers, Kroger's, Leather Forever, Lobo Bookstore and Cafe, Night Hawk's.
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