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Former Major League 
Baseball player Billy 
Bean, who came out after 
he left baseball, will 
headline the upcoming 
Human Rights Campaign 
dinner in Houston.
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Calling all pink couch 
potatoes: Take a walk in 
the park with old friends 
thanks to a new group 
that starts Saturday.
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President Bush flip­
flopped on the fate of 
the White House AIDS 
office, the same week 
sobering statistics about 
HIV infections were 
released.
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Mayor switches tack in DP debate
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Mayor Lee Brown met with nearly 100 members of the Houston gay 
community Saturday to discuss dropping a proposal to grant domestic 
partner benefits to city employees in favor of an anti-bias ban.

With backing from gay leaders, Brown 
drops benefits measure for sweeping 
anti-bias ban

by D.L. GROOVER

The placards carried by the protestors in front of Houston City 
Hall on Tuesday left nothing to the imagination.

"Sodomites are rejected by God," "Faggots for the fire," "Sex 
between two women is sodomy" and "Sodom and Gomorrah was 
destroyed because of sodomy" the phrases on the signs screamed.

The group had gathered to show displeasure over an impending 
proposal to allow city employees to include same-sex partners in the 
new health insurance contract being hammered out by City Council. 
The measure was open for public discussion at City Council's 
Tuesday session before the formal debate Wednesday.

This flash-point issue is a lightening rod for both Christian con­
servatives and gay-rights advocates. But the rhetoric during the 
hearing was surprisingly tame.

Only three people spoke against the "sodomite issue," as Aubrey 
Vaughn, pastor of Grace Baptist Church, described it in his one- 
minute-allotted speech; three others spoke calmly in support of the 
inclusion of domestic partnership benefits for gay city employees.

"I want a city with diversity and tolerance for diversity," Scott 
Tillinghast said. "Seven of this nation's 10 largest cities offer domes­
tic partner benefits, as well as non-discrimination policies. Austin, 
Dallas, and Fort Worth have non-discrimination policies. Over 200

>• Continued on Page 11

Trans lobby day aims to educate, empower
by GIP PLASTER

While gay and lesbian activists 
solidify plans for a March Against Hate 
and Texas Gay Lobby Day next month, 
as many as 100 transgender activists are 
expected to take to the halls of the state 
capitol on Feb. 20 trying to stir up some 
support for their cause—a cause they 
say gay men and lesbians should be 
supporting, too.

"These issues are so interrelated, I 
don't think there is a way to separate 
them," said Sarah DePalma, executive 
director of the Texas Gender 
Information Network and organizer of 
the lobby day.

"We've told anybody who's anybody 
that they're more than welcome," she 
said. "We've put the hand out. It's up to 
them to take it."

And at least one gay group has: The

board of directors of the Houston Gay & 
Lesbian Political Caucus agreed to par­
ticipate in the lobby day.

Longtime transgender activist 
Phyllis Frye said it makes sense for 
transgendered people and gay men and 
lesbians to work together, since in the 
eyes of many, the communities are one.

"A lot of our detractors do not dif­
ferentiate between lesbians, gays, bisex­
uals and transgenders," she said.

The lobby day also allows a commu­
nity that is often hidden in society to 
make its presence known in a very pub­
lic way.

"It allows the legislators and their 
staff as well as the Capitol police and 
the media and other lobbyists who hap­
pen to be in the building to actually see 
and meet transgendered people who

>• Continued on Page 10

The Feb. 20 transgender lobby day will take a 
'low-key' approach, without marches or protests, 
according to Sarah DePalma, executive director of 
the Texas Gender Information Network.
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Fifth annual Houston 
event set for March 3

by KAY DAYUS

The Human Rights Campaign's fifth 
annual Houston gala will be held March 3 at 
the Westin Galleria, emceed for the second 
time by lesbian comedian Georgia 
Ragsdale.

Billy Bean, a former major league base­
ball player who is one of the few profes-

Billy Bean

sional athletes to come out publicly, is slat­
ed to be the guest speaker at the affair. Bean 
played baseball froml987 to 1995 with sev­
eral different major league teams, leading a 
double life while in the league. He came out 
after retiring.

"I know all about the self-hatred and the 
shame and how hard it is to get to a point 
where you feel good about yourself. ...It has 
to come out, and it comes out as anger, sad­
ness and depression. Bean said in a recent 
interview with the Advocate. Now in an open 
relationshipwith Miami restaurateur Efrain 
Veiga, Bean will talk about his struggles dur­
ing his years in professional baseball.

Ragsdale, the first openly gay performer 
to sign a project development deal with a 
major TV studio, for a sitcom with ABC, grew 
up in Houston but now lives in L.A. She has 
appeared in hundreds of shows throughout 
the world and toured with her one-woman 
show, "Straight Up, With a Twist!"

Bret Baccus, event co-chair, promises 
guests a great evening. "It's more than a fund­
raiser; if s an event beginning when you enter 
the silent auction. It starts when you walk in 
the door. There will be a lot of energy."

Baccus said that if guests are planning a 
vacation, they shouldn't do it yet because 
there will be lots of great vacations in the 
silent auction, which is sponsored by the

Luxury Collection.
Sue Lovell, the state's first open lesbian 

appointed to the Democratic National 
Convention, will be on hand to receive HRC's 
political equality award. The community 
service award will go to Gary Teixeira.

The mother of African-American hate 
crime victim James Byrd Jr. will attend the 
gala for a special recognition to the Byrd 
family for their support of hate crimes legis­
lation in Texas.

"Stella Byrd continues to support hates 
crimes legislation not only for blacks and 
other minorities, but for gays and lesbians," 
said Baccus.

The Human Rights Campaign is the 
largest national lesbian and gay political 
organization.

Houston HRC Gala
March 3, 6:30 pm
Westin Galleria 
5060 West Alabama
Tickets: $125

For tickets:
800-494-8497

For information:
Bret Baccus, 713-807-7408

Occasions ......................................................... 30

My Stars! ......................................................... 31

CLASSIFIEDS .......................................................28-29

Issue 1060

voice
All material in Houston Voice is protected by 
federal copyright law and may not be repro­

duced without the written consent of Houston 
Voice. The sexual orientation of advertisers, 
photographers, writers and cartoonists pub­

lished herein is neither inferred or implied. The 
appearance of names or pictorial representa­
tion does not necessarily indicate the sexual 

orientation of that person or persons.

Houston Voice accepts unsolicited editorial 
material but cannot take responsibility for its 

return. The editor reserves the right to accept, 
reject or edit any submission.

All rights revert to authors upon 
publication. Guidelines for freelance 

contributors are available upon request.

Houston Voice
500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 200 

Houston, TX 77006 
713-529-8490

Houston announces five-year HIV plan
by KAY DAYUS

In an effort to stem the flow of new 
HIV/AIDS infections, Houston-area offi­
cials recently released a comprehensive 
five-year plan to address prevention and 
treatment of the disease.

Spearheaded by the Ryan White 
Planning Council and developed by private 
and public agencies and individuals, the 
plan outlines objectives to be met by specif­
ic deadlines, including coordination of 
funding, data collection and public aware­
ness efforts.

Officials hope the plan provides a blue­
print for decisions about service priorities 
and resource allocations.

The ultimate goal is to find a cure for 
HIV and "to stop the disease in its tracks," 
Harris County Judge Robert Eckels, coordi­
nator of the plan, said at a recent press con­
ference at the Names Project, speaking in 
front of a backdrop of AIDS memorial 
quilts. But until then, he stressed the great 
need for collaboration and coordination 
among the entities dealing with HIV/AIDS.

"When I look at these quilts, I have 
mixed emotions. I experience the beauty of 
the tapestry. Each tapestry represents the 
fabric of each person's life," Eckels said. "At 
the same time, there's a sadness there 
because each represents a life lost to this 
disease. ...We want to keep as many people 
off these quilts as we can."

Also in attendance was Mayor Lee 
Brown, who said it is essential to coordinate 
a comprehensive system to deal with 

HIV/AIDS in prevention and treatment. 
"We must bring the resources of our com­
munity together to solve the problem," 
Brown said.

"We must talk about [HIV/AIDS] and we 
must talk to our children about it. We must 
continually get the message out," he said.

Advocates for the plan say its goals and 
objectives are measurable, time-phased rec­
ommendations specific to HIV prevention 
and care, public advocacy, outreach and to 
the early treatment and prevention of AIDS 
progression.

Although Brown declared an HIV/ AIDS 
state of emergency in Houston's black com­
munity in December 1999, little has been 
done since. Activists charged that Brown 
was only paying lip service to the problem, 
but not doing anything substantial about it.

As a result of the state ofemergency. 
Project SOUL, a peer counseling program 
and a task force, convened by City Council 
member Jew Don Boney, were started. 
However, neither exists any longer and the 
HIV/AIDS count continues to rise.

Between January 1999 and the end of June 
2000, Houston/Harris County reported 2,108 
new cases of HIV. Of those, a disproportion­
ate 1,237 were among African-Americans, 
with 496 whites and 363 Hispanics.

What activists say is more astonishing is 
that of the 1,237 new HIV cases among 
African-Americans, 537 were black females. 
White females accounted for 90 cases and 
Hispanic women for 99.

Kathy Goode, of Goode Consulting 
Associates, a faith-based non-profit

HIV/STD prevention firm, said that 
although the plan is a good start, outreach 
into the black communities is of the utmost 
urgency to slow the rate of new infections 
and to get treatment to those who need it.

"The AIDS epidemic is changing colors," 
said Goode. "And the plan is trying to 
address that." AIDS is the number one killer 
of black men and women between the ages 
of 25-44. "That's before heart disease, cancer 
or homicide," Goode said.

Blacks also make up 61 percent of all 
new infections of HIV/AIDS, yet only 13 
percent of the U.S. population, she said. 
Only 31 percent of funds for HIV/AIDS are 
directed at blacks.

A "phenomenon" in black society where 
black males refuse to accept being gay or bi­
sexual may be to blame, Goode said. "They 
won't admit it because they will be called 
sissy; being gay is shameful to them."

Instead, "black men go out and have 
'freaky' sex with usually a white gay male," 
Goode said. The sex is usually unprotected, 
"and because they are not recipients of the 
sex, they can tell themselves they are still 
macho, still male and not gay," she added.

Then they go back to their female part­
ners and have sex with them, Goode said. 
The females are the unsuspecting victims; 
they believe their men when they tell them 
they have not slept with anyone else. The 
answer, says Goode, is "to blanket the com­
munity with this message and keep it going 
until they get the message."

The new plan is a good place to start the 
process, she said.
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INDICATION:
ZERIT (stavudine) in combination with other antiretroviral 

agents is indicated for the treatment of HIV-1 infection.

SAFETY INFORMATION:
An increase of lactic acid (lactic acidosis) In the blood, 

an enlarged liver and liver failure, which can cause death 

have been reported. Fatal lactic acidosis has occurred in 

pregnant women receiving the combination of didanosine 
and stavudine.

Fatal and non-fatal pancreatitis (inflammation of the pan­
creas) has occurred with ZERfT when taken in combina­
tion with didanosine and other HIV drugs.

ZERIT may cause numbness, tingling or pain in the hands 

or feet (neuropathy). This risk is increased in patients with 

advanced HIV disease or a history of neuropathy. If you are 
taking ZERIT in combination with other medicines that may 

cause similar side effects, you may have a higher chance 
of developing these effects.

Frequent side effects in triple combination regimens are nau­

sea, headache. diarrhea, rash, vomiting and neuropathy. 
ZERfTdoes not cure HIV or prevent passing HIV to others. Tell 

your doctor if you become pregnant while taking ZERIT. 
ZERIT should be used during pregnancy only after discussion 

with your doctor.

1) IMS NM Prescnpuon Data 9/99 - 9/00.
2) 83% (49/59) and 49% (49/101) of patients taking .ZERIT with 
lamivudme and indinavir had viral load undetectable at 48 weeks 

in an as treated and intent to treat analysis respecbveiy. (START 
1. Data on file. Bristol-Myers Squibb Company).
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ZERIT®(stavudine)
ZERIT® (stavudine) Capsules

ZERIT® (stavudine) for Oral Solution
Brief Summary of Prescribing Information, 12/00. For complete prescribing 

information, please consult official package circular.

WARNING
LACTIC ACIDOSIS AND SEVERE HEPATOMEGALY WITH STEATOSIS. INCLUDING 
FATAL CASES. HAVE BEEN REPORTED WITH THE USE OF NUCLEOSIDE ANALOGUES 
ALONE OR IN COMBINATION, INCLUDING STAVUDINE AND OTHER ANTI­
RETROVIRALS. FATAL LACTIC ACIDOSIS HAS BEEN REPORTED IN PREGNANT 
WOMEN WHO RECEIVED THE COMBINATION OF STAVUDINE ANO DIDANOSINE 
WITH OTHER ANTIRETROVIRAL AGENTS. THE COMBINATION OF STAVUDINE AND 
DIDANOSINE SHOULD BE USED WITH CAUTION DURING PREGNANCY AND IS REC­
OMMENDED ONLY IF THE POTENTIAL BENEFIT CLEARLY OUTWEIGHS THE POTEN­
TIAL RISK (SEE WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS: PREGNANCY)

FATAL AND NONFATAL PANCREATITIS HAVE OCCURRED DURING THERAPY 
WHEN ZERIT WAS PART OF A COMBINATION REGIMEN THAT INCLUDED DIDANO­
SINE. WITH OR WITHOUT HYDROXYUREA. IN BOTH TREATMENT-NAIVE AND TREAT­
MENT-EXPERIENCED PATIENTS, REGARDLESS OF DEGREE OF IMMUNOSUP­
PRESSION (SEE WARNINGS).

INDICATIONS ANO USAGE
ZERIT* (stavudine). in combination with other antiretroviral agents, is indicated 
for the treatment of HIV-1 infection (see Clinical Studies). Clinical Studies: 
Combination Therapy- The combination use of ZERIT is based on the results of clin­
ical studies in HIV-infected patients in double- and triple-combination regimens with 
other antiretroviral agents. One of these studies (START 1) was a multicenter, randomized, 
open-label study comparing ZERIT (40 mg twice daily) plus lamivudme plus indi­
navir to zidovudine plus lamivudine plus indinavir in 202 treatment-naive patients. Both 
regimens resulted in a similar magnitude of inhibition of HIV RNA levels and increases 
in C04 cell counts through 48 weeks. Monotherapy- The efficacy of ZERIT was 
demonstrated in a randomized, double-blind study (AI455-019, conducted 1992- 
1994) comparing ZERIT with zidovudine in 822 patients with a spectrum of HIV- 
related symptoms. The outcome in terms of progression of HIV disease and death was 
similar for both drugs.

CONTRAINDICATIONS
ZERIT is contraindicated in patients with clinically significant hypersensitivity to stavu­
dine or to any of the components contained in the formulation.

WARNINGS
1. Lactic Acidosis/Severe Hepatomegaly with Steatosis/Hepatic Failure: Lactic 
acidosis and severe hepatomegaly with steatosis, including fatal cases, have 
been reported with the use of nucleoside analogues alone or in combination, 
including stavudine and other antiretrovirals. A majority of these cases have been 
in women Obesity and prolonged nucleoside exposure may be risk factors. Fatal lac­
tic acidosis has been reported in pregnant women who received the combination of 
stavudine and didanosine with other antiretroviral agents. The combination of stavu­
dine and didanosine should be used with caution during pregnancy and is recommended 
only if the potential benefit clearly outweighs the potential risk (see PRECAUTIONS: 
Pregnancy). In addition, deaths attributed to hepatotoxicity have occurred in patients 
receiving the combination of ZERIT. didanosine, and hydroxyurea. Particular caution 
should be exercised when administering ZERIT to any patient with known risk factors 
for liver disease: however, cases have also been reported in patients with no known 
risk factors. Treatment with ZERIT should be suspended in any patient who develops 
clinical or laboratory findings suggestive of lactic acidosis or pronounced hepato­
toxicity (which may include hepatomegaly and steatosis even in the absence of marked 
transaminase elevations). An increased risk of hepatotoxicity, which may be fatal, may 
occur in patients treated with ZERIT in combination with didanosine and hydroxyurea com­
pared to when ZERIT is used alone. Patients treated with this combination should be closely 
monitored for signs of liver toxicity. 2. Peripheral Neuropathy: Peripheral neuropathy, 
manifested by numbness, tingling, or pain in the hands or feet, has been reported in 
patients receiving ZERIT therapy Peripheral neuropathy has occurred more frequently in 
patients with advanced HIV disease, a history of neuropathy, or concurrent neurotoxic drug 
therapy, including didanosine (see ADVERSE REACTIONS। 3. Pancreatitis: Fatal and non- 
fatal pancreatitis have occurred during therapy when ZtRIT was part of a combination 
regimen that included didanosine, with or without hydroxyurea, in both treatment- 
naive and treatment-experienced patients, regardless of degree of immunosuppression. 
The combination of ZERIT and didanosine (with or without hydroxyurea) and any other 
agents that are toxic to the pancreas should be suspended in patients with suspected 
pancreatitis. Reinstitution of ZERIT after a confirmed diagnosis of pancreatitis should 
be undertaken with particular caution and close patient monitoring. The new regimen 
should contain neither didanosine nor hydroxyurea.

PRECAUTIONS
Information tor Patients (See Patient Information Leaflet in fuH prescribing information.): 
Patients should be informed that an important toxicity of ZERIT is peripheral neu­
ropathy. Patients should be aware that peripheral neuropathy is manifested by numb­
ness. tingling, or pain in hands or feet, and that these symptoms should be reported 
to their physicians. Patients should be counseled that peripheral neuropathy occurs 
with greatest frequency in patients who have advanced HIV disease or a hstoiy of periph­
eral neuropathy, and that dose modification and/or discontinuation of ZERIT may be 
required if toxicity develops. Caregivers of young children receiving ZERIT therapy should 
be instructed regarding detection and reporting of peripheral neuropathy. Patients 
should be informed that when ZERIT is used in combination with other agents with 
similar toxicities, the incidence of adverse events may be higher than when ZERIT is 
used alone. An increased risk of pancreatitis, which may be fatal, may occur in patients 
treated with the combination of ZERIT and didanosine, with or without hydroxyurea. 
Patients treated with this combination should be closely monitored for symptoms of 
pancreatitis. An increased risk of hepatotoxicity, which may be fatal, may occur in patients 
treated with ZERIT in combination with didanosine and hydroxyurea. Patients treated 
with this combination should be closely monitored for signs of liver toxicity. Patients 
should be informed that ZERIT is not a cure for HIV infection, and that they may con­
tinue to acquire illnesses associated with HIV infection, including opportunistic infec­
tions. Patients should be advised to remain under the care of a physician when using 
ZERIT. They should be advised that ZERIT therapy has not been shown to reduce the 
risk of transmission of HIV to others through sexual contact or blood contamination. 
Patients should be informed that the long-term effects of ZERIT are unknown at this 
time. Patients should be informed that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommend that HIV-infected mothers not nurse newborn infants to reduce the 
risk of postnatal transmission of HIV infection Drug Interactions: Zidovudine may com­
petitively inhibit the intracellular phosphorylation of stavudine. Therefore, use of 
zidovudine in combination with ZERIT is not recommended. (See CLINICAL PHAR­
MACOLOGY in full prescribing information ) Carcinogenesis. Mutagenesis. Impairment 
of Fertility: In 2-year carcinogenicity studies in mice and rats, stavudine was non- 
carcinogenic at doses which produced exposures (AUG) 39 and 168 times, respec­
tively. human exposure at the recommended clinical dose. Benign and malignant liver 
tumors in mice and rats and malignant urinary bladder tumors in male rats occurred 
at evets of exposure 250 (mice) and 732 (rats) times human exposure at the recommended 
clinical dose. Stavudine was not mutagenic in the Ames, t. coli reverse mutation, or 
the CHO/HGPRT mammalian cell forward gene mutation assays, with and without 
metabolic activation. Stavudine produced positive results in the in vitro human lym­
phocyte ciastogenesis and mouse fibroblast assays, and in the in vivo mouse micronu­

cleus test. In the in vitro assays, stavudine elevated the frequency of chromosome 
aberrations in human lymphocytes (concentrations of 25 to 250 pg/mL, without meta­
bolic activation) and increased the frequency of transformed foci in mouse fibroblast 
cells (concentrations of 25 to 2500 pg/mL, with and without metabolic activation). In 
the in vivo micronucleus assay, stavudine was clastogenic in bone marrow cells fol­
lowing oral stavudine administration to mice at dosages of 600 to 2000 mg/kg/day for 
3 days. No evidence of impaired fertility was seen in rats with exposures (based on 
Cmax) up to 216 times that observed following a clinical dosage of 1 mg/kg/day. 
Pregnancy: Pregnancy "Category C". Reproduction studies have been performed in 
rats and rabbits with exposures (based on Cmax) up to 399 and 183 times, respec­
tively, of that seen at a clinical dosage of 1 mg/kg/day and have revealed no evidence 
of teratogenicity. The incidence in fetuses of a common skeletal variation, unossi­
fied or incomplete ossification of sternebra, was increased in rats at 399 times human 
exposure, while no effect was observed at 216 times human exposure. A slight post­
implantation loss was noted at 216 times the human exposure with no effect noted at 
approximately 135 times the human exposure. An increase in early rat neonatal mor­
tality (birth to 4 days of age) occurred at 399 times the human exposure, while sur­
vival of neonates was unaffected at approximately 135 times the human exposure. 
A study in rats showed that stavudine is transferred to the fetus through the placenta. 
The concentration in fetal tissue was approximately one-half the concentration in 
maternal plasma Animal reproduction studies are not always predictive of human response. 
There are no adequate and well-controlled studies of stavudine in pregnant women. 
Stavudine should be used during preonancy only if the potential benefit justifies the 
potential risk. Fatal lactic acidosis has been reported in pregnant women who received 
the combination of stavudine and didanosine with other antiretroviral agents. It is 
unclear if pregnancy augments the risk of lactic acidosis/hepatic steatosis syndrome 
reported in non-pregnant individuals receiving nucleoside analogues (see WARN­
INGS: Lactic Acidosis/Severe Hepatomegaly with Steatosis/Hepatic Failure) The 
combination of stavudine and didanosine should be used with caution during preg­
nancy and is recommended only if the potential benefit clearly outweighs the 
potential risk. Health care providers caring for HIV-infected pregnant women receiv­
ing stavudine should be alert for early diagnosis of lactic acidosis/hepatic steatosis syn­
drome Antiretroviral Pregnancy Registry: To monitor maternal-fetal outcomes of 
pregnant women exposed to stavudine and other antiretroviral agents, an Antiretroviral 
Pregnancy Registry has been established. Physicians are encouraged to register 
patients by calling 1-800-258-4263. Nursing Mothers: The Centers lor Disease 
Control and Prevention recommend that HIV-infected mothers not breast-feed their 
infants to avoid risking postnatal transmission of HIV. Studies in lactating rats 
demonstrated that stavudine is excreted in milk. Although it is not known whether stavu­
dine is excreted in human milk, there exists the potential for adverse effects from 
stavudine in nursing infants. Because of both the potential for HIV transmission and 
the potential for serious adverse reactions in nursing infants, mothers should be 
instructed not to breast-feed if they are receiving ZERIT (stavudine). Pediatric 
Use: Use of stavudine in pediatric patients is supported by evidence from adequate 
and well-controlled studies of stavudine in adults with additional pharmacokinetic 
and safety data in pediatric patients. Adverse events that were reported to occur in 105 
pediatric patients receiving ZERIT 2 mg/kg/day for a median of 6.4 months in study 
ACTG 240 were generally similar to those reported in adults. Stavudine pharmacoki­
netics have been evaluated in 25 HIV-infected pediatric patients ranging in age from 
5 weeks to 15 years and in weight from 2 to 43l<g after I.V or oral administration of 
single doses and twice daily regimens (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY Table 1 in full 
prescribing information). Geriatric Use: Clinical studies of ZERIT did not include suf­
ficient numbers of patients aged 65 years and over to determine whether they respond 
differently than younger patients Greater sensitivity of some older individuals to the 
effects of ZERIT cannot be ruled out. In a monotherapy Expanded Access Program 
for patients with advanced HIV infection, penpheral neuropathy or peripheral neuropathic 
symptoms were observed in 15 of 40 (38%) elderly patients receivino 40 mg twice 
daily and 8 of 51 (16%) elderly patients receiving 20 mg twice daily. Of the approx­
imately 12,000 patients enrolled in the Expanded Access Program, peripheral neu­
ropathy or peripheral neuropathic symptoms developed in 30% of patients receiv­
ing 40 mg twice daily and 25% of patients receiving 20 mg twice daily. Elderly 
patients should be closely monitored for signs and symptoms of peripheral neuropathy. 
ZERIT is known to be substantially excreted by the kidney, and the risk of toxic 
reactions to this drug may be greater in patients with impaired renal function. 
Because elderly patients are more likely to have decreased renal function, it may be 
useful to monitor renal function. Dose adjustment is recommended for patients 
with renal impairment (see DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION: Dosage Adjustment)

ADVERSE REACTIONS
Adults: ZERIT therapy has been associated with peripheral neuropathy, which can 
be severe, is dose related, and occurs more frequently in patients being treated with 
neurotoxic drug therapy, including didanosine, in patients with advanced HIV infec­
tion, or in patients who have previously experienced peripheral neuropathy. Patients 
should be monitored for the development of neuropathy, which is usually manifested 
by numbness, tingling, or pain in the feet or hands. Stavudine-related peripheral neu­
ropathy may resolve if therapy is withdrawn promptly. In some cases, symptoms 
may worsen temporarily following discontinuation of therapy. If symptoms resolve com­
pletely. patients may tolerate resumption of treatment at one-half the dose (see 
DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION) If neuropathy recurs after resumption of ZERIT. per­
manent discontinuation of ZERIT should be considered. When ZERIT is used in com­
bination with other agents with similar toxicities, the incidence of adverse events may 
be higher than when ZERIT is used alone. Pancreatitis, peripheral neuropathy, and liver 
function abnormalities occur more frequently in patients treated with the combination 
of ZERIT and didanosine, with or without hydroxyurea. Fatal pancreatitis and hepatotoxicity 
may occur more frequently in patients treated with ZERIT in combination with didano­
sine and hydroxyurea (see WARNINGS and PRECAUTIONS) Selected clinical adverse 
events that occurred in adult patients receiving ZERIT in a controlled monotherapy study 
(Study AI455-019) are provided by percentages as follows: ZEPIT40 mg twice daily 
(n=412)-Headache (54), Diarrhea (50). Peripheral Neurologic Symptoms/Neuropathy 
(52), Rash (40), Nausea and Vomiting (39); and zidovudine 200 mg 3 times daily 
fn=402)-Headache (49), Diarrhea (44), Peripheral Neurologic Symptoms/Neuropathy 
(39), Rash (35), Nausea and Vomiting (44) Study AI455-019 had a median duration 
of stavudine therapy = 79 weeks and a median duration of zidovudine therapy = 53 weeks 
Pancreatitis was observed in three of the 412 adult patients who received ZERIT in a 
controlled monotherapy study. Selected clinical adverse events that occurred in anti­
retroviral naive adult patients receiving ZERIT from two controlled combination stud­
ies are provided by percentages as follows: START 1—ZERIT+lamivudine+indinavir 
fn=1OO) with a duration of stavudine therapy for 48 weeks- Nausea (43), Diarrhea (34), 
Headache (25). Rash (18), Vomiting (18), Penpheral Neurologic Symptoms/Neuropathy 
(8); zidovudine+lamivudine+indinavir (n=i02>- Nausea (63), Diarrhea (16), Headache 
(26), Rash (13), Vomiting (33), Peripheral Neurologic Symptoms/Neuropathy (7). 
START 2—ZERIT+didanosine+indinavir (n=102) with a duration of stavudine therapy 
for48 weeks- Nausea (53), Diarrhea (45). Headache (46), Rash (30), Vomiting (30), 
Peripheral Neurologic Symptoms/Neuropathy (21); zidovudine+lamivudine+indinavir 
fn=103)- Nausea (67), Diarrhea (39), Headache (37), Rash (18), Vomiting (35), 
Peripheral Neurologic Symptoms/Neuropathy (10). START 2 compared two triple­
combination regimens in 205 treatment-naive patients. Patients received either ZERIT 
(40 mg twice daily) plus didanosine plus indinavir or zidovudine plus lamivudine plus 
indinavir. Pancreatitis resulting in death was observed in patients treated with ZtRIT 
plus didanosine. with or without hydroxyurea, in controlled clinical studies and in 
postmarketing reports. Selected laboratory abnormalities reported in a controlled 
monotherapy study (Study AI455-019) are provided by percentage with the following 
parameters: ZERIT 40 mg twice daily (n=412>-hST (SCOT) >5.0 x ULN (upper limit 

of normal)-! 1%, ALT (SGPT) >5.0 x ULN-13%, Amylase >1 4 x ULN-14% and zidovu­
dine 200 mg 3 times daily (n=402y- AST (SCOT) >5.0 x ULN-10%, ALT (SGPT) >5.0 
x ULN-11%, Amylase si .4 x ULN-13%. Data presented for patients of Study AI455- 
019 for whom laboratory evaluations were performed. Study AI455-019 had a median 
duration of stavudine therapy = 79 weeks and a median duration of zidovudine ther­
apy » 53 weeks. Selected laboratory abnormalities reported in two controlled combi­

nation studies, START 1 and START 2 are provided Grades 3-4 presented first by 
percentage as follows: (Grades 3-4) START 1— ZERIT (stavudine)+lamivudine+indi- 
navir (n=100/- Bilirubin >2.6 x ULN (upper limit of normal)-7%, SCOT (AST) >5 x ULN- 
5%, SGPT (ALT) >5 x ULN-6%, GGT >5 x ULN-2%, Lipase >2 x ULN-6%, Amylase >2 
x ULN-4%; zidovudine+lamivudine+indinavir (n=102)~ Bilirubin >2.6 x ULN-6%, SGOT 
(AST) >5 x ULN-2%, SGPT (ALT) >5 x ULN-2%, GGT >5 x ULN-2%, Lipase >2 x 
ULN-3%, Amylase >2 x ULN-<1%. Percentages for (Grades 3-4) START 2—ZERIT+didano- 
sine+indinavir (n=102)~ Bilirubin >2.6 x ULN-16%, SGOT (AST) >5 x ULN-7%, SGPT 
(ALT) >5 x ULN-8%, GGT >5 x ULN-5%, Lipase >2 x ULN-5%, Amylase >2 x ULN-8%; 
zidovudine+lamivudine+indinavir(n=103}- Bilirubin >2.6 x ULN-8%, SGOT (AST) >5 
x ULN-7%, SGPT (ALT) >5 x ULN-5%, GGT >5 x ULN-2%, Lipase >2 x ULN-5%. 
Amylase >2 x ULN-2%. Percentages for (All Grades) START 1-ZERIT+lamivu- 
dine+indinavirln=100H^ Bilirubin-65%, SGOT (AST)-42%, SGPT (ALT)-40%, GGT- 
15%, Lipase-27%, Amylase-21 %. zidovudine+lamivuoine+indinavir (n=102i- Total Bilirubin- 
60%, SGOT (AST)-20%, SGPT (ALT)-20%, GGT-8%, Lipase-12%, Amylase-19%. 
Percentages for (All Grades) START 2—ZERIT+didanosine-nndinavir(n=102)-Tota\ 
Bilirubin-68%, SGOT (AST)-53%, SGPT (ALT)-50%, GGT-28%, Lipase-26%, Amylase- 
31%; zidovudine+lamivudine+indinavir(n=103y- Total Bilirubin-55%, SGOT (AST)-20%, 
SGPT (ALT)-18%, GGT-12%, Lipase-19%, Amylase-17%. Observed During Clinical 
Practice: The following events have been identified during post-approval use of ZERIT 
Because they are reported voluntarily from a population of unknown size, estimates of 
frequency cannot be made. These events have been chosen for inclusion due to their 
seriousness, frequency of reporting, causal connection to ZERIT. or a combination of 
these factors. Body as a Whole- abdominal pain, allergic reaction, and chills/fever 
Oigestive Disorders- anorexia Exocrine Gland Disorders - pancreatitis (including 
fatal cases (see WARNINGS)] Hematologic Disorders- anemia, leukopenia, and throm­
bocytopenia. Liver- lactic acidosis and hepatic steatosis (see WARNINGS), hepatitis and 
liver failure Musculoskeletal- myalgia. Nervous- insomnia Pediatric Patients: Adverse 
reactions and serious laboratory abnormalities in pediatric patients were similar in 
type and frequency to those seen in adult patients

OVERDOSAGE
Experience with adults treated with 12 to 24 times the recommended daily dosage revealed 
no acute toxicity. Complications of chronic overdosage include peripneral neuropathy 
and hepatic toxicity. Stavudine can be removed by hemodialysis: the mean ±SD 
hemodialysis clearance of stavudine is 120 ± 18 ml/min. Whether stavudine is elim­
inated by peritoneal dialysis has not been studied.

DOSAGE ANO ADMINISTRATION
The interval between doses of ZERIT should be 12 hours. ZERIT may be taken with­
out regard to meals. Adults: The recommended dose based on body weight is as fol­
lows: 40 mg twice daily for patients >60 kg and 30 mg twice daily for patients <60 kg. 
Pediatrics: The recommended dose for pediatric patients weighing less than 30 kg is 
1 mg/kg/dose, given every 12 hours. Pediatric patients weighing 30 kg or greater 
should receive the recommended adult dosage Dosage Adjustment: Patients should 
be monitored for the development of peripheral neuropathy, which is usually manifested 
by numbness, tingling, or pain in the feet or hands. These symptoms may be difficult 
to detect in young children (see WARNINGS) if these symptoms develop during 
treatment, stavudine therapy should be interrupted. Symptoms may resolve if therapy 
is withdrawn promptly. In some cases, symptoms may worsen temporarily following 
discontinuation of therapy. If symptoms resolve completely, patients may tolerate 
resumption of treatment at one-half the recommended dose: 20 mg twice daily for patients 
>60 kg and 15 mg twice daily for patients <60 kg. If neuropathy recurs after resump­
tion of ZERIT, permanent discontinuation of ZERIT should be considered. Renal 
Impairment- ZERIT may be administered to adult patients with impaired renal func­
tion with adjustment in dose by patient weight as follows: Creatinine Clearance 
(mL/min) of >50 (>60 kg-40 mg every 12 hours and <60 kg-30 mg every 12 hours); 
Creatinine Clearance (mL/min) of 26-50 (>60 kg-20 mg every 12 hours and <60 kg-15 
mg every 12 hours); Creatinine Clearance (mL/min) of 10-25 (>60 kg-20 mg every 24 
hours and <60 kg-15 mg every 24 hours). Since urinary excretion is also a major route 
of elimination of stavudine in pediatric patients, the clearance of stavudine may be altered 
in children with renal impairment. Although there are insufficient data to recommend 
a specific dose adjustment of ZERIT in this patient population, a reduction in the dose 
and/or an increase in the interval between doses should be considered Hemodialysis 
Patients- The recommended dose is 20 mg every 24 hours (^60 kg) or 15 mg every 
24 hours (<60 kg), administered after the completion of hemodialysis and at the 
same time of day on non-dialysis days. Method of Preparation: ZERIT for Oral 
Solution- Prior to dispensing, the pharmacist must constitute the dry powder with puri­
fied water to a concentration of 1 mg stavudine per mL of solution, as follows: 1. Add 
202 mL of purified water to the container. 2. Shake container vigorously until the 
powder dissolves completely. Constitution in this way produces 200 mL (deliverable 
volume) of 1 mg/mL stavudine solution. The solution may appear slightly hazy. 3. Dispense 
solution in original container with measuring cup provided. Instruct patient to shake 
the container vigorously prior to measuring each dose and to store the tightly closed 
container in a refrigerator, 36° to 46°F (2° to 8°C). Discard any unused portion after 
30 days.

HOW SUPPLIED
ZERIT® (stavudine) Capsules are available in the following strengths and configura- 
tions of plastic bottles with child-resistant closures:________________________________

Table 1

Product 

Strength
Capsule 

Shell Color
Markings on Capsule 

(In Black Ink)

Capsules 

per Bottle
NDC No.

15 mg Light yellow BMS 60 0003-1964-01

& dark red 1964 15

20 mg Light brown BMS 

1965 20

60 0003-1965-01

30 mg Light orange 

& dark orange

BMS 

1968 30

60 0003-1966-01

40 mg Dark orange BMS 

1967 40

60 

____________

0003-1967-01

ZERIT® (stavudine) for Oral Solution is a dye-free, fruit-flavored powder that pro­
vides 1 mg of stavudine per mL of solution upon constitution with water. Directions 
for solution preparation are included on the product label and in the DOSAGE AND ADMIN­
ISTRATION section of this insert. ZERIT for Oral Solution (NDC No. 0003-1968-01) 
is available in child-resistant containers that provide 200 ml of solution after consti­

tution with water.

US Patent No.: 4,978,655
Storage: ZERIT Capsules should be stored in tightly closed containers at con­

trolled room temperature, 59° to 86OF (15® to 30°C). ZERIT for Oral Solution should 
be protected from excessive moisture and stored in tightly closed containers at con­
trolled room temperature, 59° to 86°F (15° to 30°C). After constitution, store tightly 
closed containers of ZERIT for Oral Solution in a refrigerator. 36° to 46°F (2° to 8°C). 
Discard any unused portion after 30 days.

F9-B001A-1-01-
J4673B
Printed USA

BRISTOL MYERS SQUIBB

AA Bnstol-Mym Squibb Company 
W Princeton, NJ 08545

USA.
Adapted from: 1099813A2 
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around the nation
Clinton caught in flap over lesbian joke overheard at NYC dinner

NEW YORK CITY—A controversy has erupted 
over whether former president Bill Clinton told 
lesbian jokes at a New York Italian restaurant. 
The Washington Blade reported that Clinton was 
eating with former Nebraska Sen. Bob Kerrey and 
several former staffers, including open lesbian chief 
of staff Karen Tramontane, and regaled his table 
with several "raunchy lesbian jokes." A Feb. 9 report 
in the Washington Post's "Reliable Source" column 
has Kerrey saying he was the joke teller, and that he 
and Clinton were reminiscing about a controversy 
during the 1992 presidential campaign when Kerrey 
apologized for telling a lesbian joke that was picked 
up by a C-SPAN camera. Kerrey refused to say 
whether Clinton was also telling jokes that evening. 
"I don't want to nail it down. To me, it's not 
sufficiently important to get the facts straight. 
I'm feeling a little like Rhett Butler. Frankly, I don't 
give a damn," said Kerrey, who now serves as 
president of Manhattan's New School University.
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Former Nebraska Sen. Bob Kerry has 
taken the blame for telling a 'raunchy 
lesbian joke' during a recent dinner with 
President Clinton in New York. Kerry 
was criticized during his failed 1991 
presidential campaign for a similar joke.

IL judicial board criticizes judge for anti-gay bias in decisions
CHICAGO—An Illinois agency filed a complaint Feb. 5 against a Cook County Circuit 

Court judge, claiming that her bias against gays "resulted in her making rulings contrary to 
Illinois law and advancing her own personal beliefs," the Chicago Tribune reported. The 
Judicial Inquiry Board filed the complaint against Judge Susan McDunn stemming from her 
handling of two lesbian adoption cases in 1998 and 1999. McDunn, the complaint alleged, 
continued to issue rulings despite the presiding judge removing her from the cases. McDunn 
also "disobeyed the law" by providing confidential information in the cases to a conservative 
Washington, D.C., group that opposes adoptions by gays. McDunn's handling of the cases 
prompted a stinging rebuke from the Appellate Court in June 1999, and led to her removal 
from courtroom duties. "This case is an egregious example of a judge putting her political 
viewpoint ahead of her judicial obligations," said John Gallo, who is handling the case for the 
state. McDunn's attorney, Michael Lavelle, pledged to mount a strong defense.

Cap on straight players fuels controversy in FL gay softball league
FORT LAUDERDALE—South Florida gay groups are threatening to boycott that area's 

gay softball league for limiting the number of straights who can play on a team to two, the 
Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel reported. The rule has been in place for years locally and nation­
ally within the North American Gay Amateur Athletes Alliance, enabling gay players to be 
more open about displays of affection and preventing teams from trying to win by stacking 
the team with straight athletes. But this year, the rule incited a boycott of the South Florida 
Softball League by Express, a local gay paper, and the Gay & Lesbian Community Center. 
"We cannot say don't judge us by our sexual orientation and then turn around and judge 
others by it," said Larry Wald, co-owner of Cathode Ray bar, who threatened to pull his 
team and "do everything 1 can to make sure [the league] falls apart" if the rule remained.

Baltimore housing commish returns after drunken, anti-gay tirade
BALTIMORE—The city's housing commissioner, who took a month-long leave after a 

drunken episode during which he allegedly made anti-gay remarks, has apologized and was 
slated to meet with gay activists this week, the Baltimore Sun reported. Paul T. Graziano took 
paid leave Jan. 4 after admitting to a drinking problem. Gay leaders asked Baltimore Mayor 
Martin O'Malley to fire Graziano, but O'Malley declined after he apologized for the remarks, 
which Graziano said he did not remember making. "I would like to take the opportunity of our 
Feb. 13 meeting to express my heartfelt apologies for the hurt that I have inflicted and to explain 
how this horrible event has prompted me to recognize the presence of and obtain treatment for 
my illness," Graziano said in a statement released through the Gay & Lesbian Community 
Center of Baltimore. O'Malley chose Graziano, who had had been general manager of the New 
York City Housing Authority until last year, to run one of the city's most troubled agencies.

Democrats retain openly gay business writer as top official
WASHINGTON—Terry McAuliffe, newly installed chair of the Democratic National 

Committee, asked the committee to re-elect openly gay business writer Andrew Tobias as 
the Democratic Party's national treasurer, and the committee did so unanimously, the 
Washington Blade reported. McAuliffe's decision to retain Tobias, who became party treas­
urer in January 1999, is considered significant because of McAuliffe's reputation as an 
extraordinary political fund-raiser. Tobias is credited with raising more than $10 million 
from gay contributors during his tenure. The Gay & Lesbian American Caucus of the 
Democratic National Committee also elected new officers Feb. 7, including chair Jeff Soref 
————----------------------------------------- from New York, New Mexico delegate Gloria

For more news visit Nieto as vice chair, and Mandy Carter from North
WWW.houstonvoice.com Carolina as secretary-treasurer.

 —From staff and wire reports
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Visit or call any of 
our 52 convenient branches 
in the Greater Houston area.

Chase • Downtown 
712 Main St 
713/216-4865

Chase • Kirby 
3201 Kirby Dr. 
713/525-2287

Chase • Reagan (Heights) 
545 W. 19th St. 
713/868-6791

rtCHASE

THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING?

police beat
Gay man charged in WA slaying of partner's mail-order bride 

MOUNTLAKE TERRACE, Wash. (AP)—A woman who arrived from the former Soviet 
Union to marry an American was murdered last year, allegedly by a man who claims to be 
the male partner of the woman's husband. Anastasia Solovieva, 20 at the time of her death, 
was found in a shallow grave not far from her suburban Seattle home. Her husband, Indie 
King, Jr., 39, whose first marriage to another mail-order bride ended in divorce after she 
accused him of abuse, is jailed on perjury charges related to his wife's disappearance. 
Daniel Larson, 20, a former tenant at their house who claims he is King's gay partner, has 
been charged with Solovieva's death. Police say King led investigators to Larson, whom he 
had visited in jail where Larson was awaiting trial on unrelated charges of molesting a 
teen-age girl. Under police questioning, Larson allegedly said he strangled Solovieva with 
a necktie at King's request last September while King pinned her down. King denied play­
ing a role in his wife's death.

Two lesbians included in pardon flurry during Clinton's last days
WASHINGTON—Two lesbians who had been convicted of planting a bomb in the U.S.

capital in 1983 to protest the U.S. invasion of 
Grenada were among the 176 people who were 
issued pardons or clemency from Bill Clinton 
during his final days in office, the V'Jashington 
Blade reported. Linda Evans and Susan 
Rosenberg, each of whom had been in prison for 
over a decade, were granted clemency by the 
president. A third lesbian involved in the bomb 
planting, Laura Whitehorn, had completed her 
sentence in 1999. Since her release, Whitehorn 
has worked as an assistant editor at POZ maga­
zine. Evans, who lives in San Francisco, said she 
is excited about working again as an activist. 
Asked how the gay movement seems after more 
than a decade in prison, Evans said it was hard 
to tell. "I think too many gay people are identi­
fying with the values that are against us or 
against life," she told the newspaper.

Linda Evans (left) and Susan Rosenberg, 
lesbians convicted of planting a bomb in 
Washington, D.C, were among the 176 
people who received pardons in the final 
days of President Clinton's administration.

Protests over alleged bias don't delay execution of gay MO killer
POTOSI, Mo.—A gay man convicted of brutally murdering a teenage boy was put to 

death in Missouri on Feb. 7 despite protests by gay-rights and human rights organizations, 
Reuters reported. Stanley Dewaine Lingar, 37, died from legal injection while about 40 
demonstrators protested outside the Potosi Correction Center, said prison spokesperson 
Tim Kniest. Lingar was sentenced to die for the January 1985 murder of Thomas Allen, 16, 
a high school student who was offered a lift by Lingar and Lingar's friend, David Smith. 
Lingar and Smith abducted Allen and killed him when he resisted orders to strip and mas­
turbate in front of the men. Smith, who testified against Lingar, served a 10-year sentence. 
"The state of Missouri used Lingar's sexual orientation as a reason to give him a death sen­
tence," said Queer Watch spokesperson William Dobbs.

Houston man arrested in strangulation death of popular drag queen
HOUSTON—A man accused in the death of Drin Shane Honeycutt, also known as popular 

female impersonator Brandi Houston, was arrested last week in Florida. Richard Masterson 
will face murder charges in Texas, said Sgt. R. G. Parish of the Houston Police Department. 
Parish declined to say where in Florida Masterson was picked up. Honeycutt, 35, was found 
dead in his apartment Jan. 27. There were "no visible wounds to his body," according to initial 
police reports, but police said Masterson allegedly strangled Honeycutt after the two met in a 
Houston gay bar. Honeycutt's car was missing, and police are considering robbery as a possi­
ble motive. They do not consider the murder to be a hate crime. Parish said. Honeycutt often 
raised funds for AIDS benefits and was popular in the Houston gay community. "Brandi was 
a big, big part of our community," said Don Gill, board chair for PWA Holiday Charities, which 
had recently named Honeycutt the group's "volunteer of the year" for 2000.

Lesbian couple sentenced in U.K. scheme to defraud investors
LONDON—A former brothel madam who rubbed shoulders with Queen Elizabeth II while 

defrauding wealthy investors was sentenced to five years in jail, the Scotsman reported. Australian 
Evelyn Burton, 57, together with her lesbian partner Lyla Andre, 50—who was sentenced to near­
ly four years in prison—used other investors' money to create the appearance of wealth and suc­
cess, driving around in Rolls-Royces and staying at five-star hotels. An attorney told the court 
"that even professional men who otherwise are hard-headed and skilled in the matters of finance" 
were fooled by the women. Burton pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy to defraud between 
October 1996 and March 1998. Andre admitted to one count of dishonestly retaining a wrongful 

credit card and two charges of evading a liability by 
deception. The two were once prostitutes who ran a 
massage parlor in Australia.

—From staff and wire reports

For more news, visit 
www.houstonvoice.com
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Houston/Denver/Los Angeles/Philadelphia

ALTERNATIVES

1

42^429 • www.alternativesinc.com

.X

Beware Of:
^Treatment centers and 

programs that exploit the 
gay community.

from Alcohol, 
Drugs, Depression 

and Anxiety
Alternatives is the nation's only 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED alcohol, 
drug and mental health program whose 

leadership has provided over 25 years 
of pride and service to the Gay, Lesbian, 

Bi-Sexual and Transgender Community. 
Alternatives specializes in treating 

HIV/AIDS-related grief and loss. Our HIV 
specialists are available to address all 

medical concerns.

Medicare/Medicaid & most insurance accepted. 
JCAHO Accredited.

Call Today 1-800-DIAL-GAY • 1-800-
——— - —-Ji

Alternatives Tips
on Choosing Gay Treatment
Ask:

▼ Are you in a safe & secure 

Gay Owned and Operated facility?

▼ Will you be treated in a Dedicated 

Gay Unit?

▼ Will you be cared for by experienced Gay 

Professionals and Gay Support Staff?

▼ Is your Treatment Center dedicated

to the Gay Community and supportive of 

QiirtQUSSi?

Alternatives:
America's Leader in 

Gay and Lesbian Treatment

"Most deli owners go home at 8 p.m.

KATZ'S NEVER KLOSES
i

Marc Katz Founder

Mere mortals!

616 WESTHEIMER (2 BLOCKS EAST OF MONTROSE) 713.521.3838



8 VOICES & ECHOES FEBRUARY 16, 2001 • HOUSTON VOICE

rrmTFTH voice
STAFF

General Manager 

David Barron 

dbarron@houstonvoice.com

Editor

Wendy K. Mohon 

editor@houstonvoice.com

Production

Senior Graphic Designer-Natasha Marquez 

Graphic Designer-Deborah Duplant

Contributors

Rich Arenschieldt, Kay Y. Dayus, 

Trayce Diskin, Earl Dittman, D.L. Groover, 

Robert B. Henderson, Kathreen Lee,

Maria E. Minicucci, D.L. Murphy, 

Gip Plaster, Ella Tyler

Photographers 

Dalton DeHart. Kimberly Thompson

Advertising Sales 

Tom Robbins 

Kyle Cooke-Classified & Directory

Administration & Sales Support

Carolyn A. Roberts

National Advertising Representative 

Rivendell Marketing Company, Inc. 

212-242-6863

jKKSKBF

A WfndowMedia Publication

President- William Waybourn 

Editorial Director- Chris Crain 

Financial Director- Kelly Smink 

Internet Director- Joel Lawson

TlNatfonai 
r Cay 
i Newspaper 
J Guild

MEMBER

CHARTER MEMBER
GREATER HOUSTON

I "J GAY & LESBIAN
bU CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Established 1974 as the Montrose Star.

500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 200 

Houston, Texas 77006 

(713) 529-8490 

Fax. (713) 529-9531 

Contents copyright 2000

Office hours: 9 a.m. to 530 p.m. weekdays

To submit a letter
Letters should be fewer than 400 words. We 

reserve the right to edit for content and 
length. We will withhold names upon 

request, but you must include your name and 
phone number for verification. Please send 
mail to Houston Voice, 500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 

200. Houston, Texas 77006; fax (713) 529-9531 

or e-mail to editor@houstonvoice.com. 
Opinions expressed therein do not reflect 

those of the Houston Voice

EDITORIAL

Hotlines provide lifelines for gays
by MELINDA SHELTON

NEW ORLEANS— 
For many of us visible in 
the gay community, com­
ing to terms with our sex­
ual orientation and its 
myriad personal and 
social issues is something 
talked about in the past 
tense.

Undeniably, being out 
also places us at risk.

We are visible targets for homophobes. 
Our families and associates may—and 
often do—reject us. Employers can exercise 
silent discrimination, without openly hav­
ing to say we're denied a promotion or a 
raise because we're gay.

But by coming out, we have chosen to 
confront our fears and conquer as many as 
possible. Being out builds self-esteem and 
forges alliances and friendships.

Coming out of the closet and going pub­
lic about such an intimate, private aspect of 
one's self takes incredible courage.

Imagine a 15-year-old in Tupelo, Miss., 
struggling with his sexual orientation. Or a 
20-year-old lesbian in Baton Rouge who 
was raped at a fraternity party. Or 
a woman or man in Atlanta, who has 
gender identity issues, but doesn't know 
where to tum for information.

For countless people like these, informa­
tion and support are virtual lifelines for sur-

o 
z

Gay & Lesbian 
National Hotline 
phone: 1-888-843-4564
Mon.-Fri., 4 p.m.-midnight 
(Eastern Time)
Saturday, noon-5 p.m. (ET) 
e-mail: glnh@glnh.org 
Web site: www.glnh.org 

vival.
Four years ago, a group of community 

activists in New York decided to establish a 
national hotline to help people with sexual 
orientation or gender identity issues.

The Gay & Lesbian National Hotline 
first opened a volunteer-run office in New 
York, and today there is a second office in 
San Francisco.

To say there is a demand for 
the Gay & Lesbian National

Hotline is an understate­
ment: It receives more than 
100,000 calls every year, 

primarily from troubled teens 

and young adults.

To say there is a demand for the hotline 
is an understatement: The hotline receives 
more than 100,000 calls every year, primari­
ly from troubled teens and young adults.

The GLNH is a volunteer-based pro­
gram with 75 volunteers, who work an 
average of six to eight hours a month at 
either of the two offices, said Brad Becker, 
GLNH's executive director. Its annual 
$75,000 budget largely comes from private 
donations and foundation grants, and the 
bulk of the money is used to pay the tele­
phone bills and office rent.

Volunteers are trained to provide crisis 
intervention and make referrals from the 
organization's national database of more 
than 18,000 listings.

Counselors also provide health informa­
tion, particularly on ways to avoid trans­
mitting or contracting sexually transmitted 

Click and
'Stan' by Eminem?

Popular rapper Eminem has been roundly criticized for his misogynist and anti-gay 
lyrics. Despite the controversy, he could receive up to four Grammys during the Feb. 
21 awards show on CBS. Now Elton John, singer and gay icon, has accepted an invita­
tion to perform the rapper's song 'Stan' in a duet with Eminem during the show. 
Should gay men and lesbians even care?

• Gay rights groups like GLAAD were right to express 'disgusf with Elton.
• Elton should snap Eminem's 'olive branch' in two and feed it back to the repul­

sive rapper, washing it down with a dry Merlot.
• Eminem's lyrics have a direct effect on the lives of gays and he should be banned 

from the awards show.
• I'm gay, Eminem is hot, and I don't care what he raps about.

houstonvoice.com The Houston Gay & Lesbian 
Switchboard operates 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. 713-529-3211

diseases and HIV.
For many of the callers, speaking to a 

GLNH volunteer is the first time they've 
ever had personal contact with someone 
from the gay community.

Comforting words can mean the differ­
ence between life and death, as those of us 
who have done crisis line work, or who 
have made calls ourselves, know.

For many of the callers, it's also the first 
time they have ever been told their homo­
sexual feelings are normal and are not to be 
feared. This validation, Becker said, is 
essential to building strong self-esteem.

"For a young person in a rural, isolated 
town, or whose family makes gay jokes, or 
whose teacher makes homophobic com­
ments, or who goes to church and has to lis­
ten to anti-gay fire and brimstone preach­
ing—actually talking to someone who's gay 
means they no longer feel like they're 
alone," Becker said.

Counselors do not give advice on what 
the person should do, but rather ask ques­
tions about what the person is feeling, what 
she or he wants to do, and how she or he 
thinks can solve their own problems, Becker 
said.

For many callers, simply talking to 
someone, expressing themselves about their 
sexual orientation and related issues and 
problems is an important first step.

"Some of the callers are too nervous to 
talk to anyone else but us," Becker said, 
"and they're not ready to take any step at all 
other than talking. It's our job to let them 
know what's there for them when they're 
ready."

Many of the callers, particularly the 
young ones, are reluctant to discuss their 
sexual activities, so volunteers are trained to 
broach the subject during the course of the 
conversation.

"The truth is, teens are the fastest- 
growing age group with new HIV infec­
tions, but a 15-year-old doesn't think he'll 
catch it by having sex with another 
15-year-old," Becker said.

Education is yet another lifeline the 
counselors throw.

The GLNH database contains informa­
tion on community centers and hotlines, 
doctors, lawyers, counselors, service agen­
cies, health resources, gay-friendly busi­
nesses and gay-supportive groups in cities 
and communities across the nation.

The list, Becker says, is the largest of its 
kind in the world.

For the countless thousands of those 
who are invisible, the hotline—and others 
like it—provides a vital link to our commu­
nity, and a greater sense of self-acceptance.

Melinda Shelton is the editor of Southern 
Voice, a sister paper to the Houston Voice.
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by DREW PLANT

Drew Plant is an Atlanta-based writer 
who is, at this moment, concerned that the lack 
of a fire element in his home is a harbinger of 
bad resale value. Write Drewbob@mind- 
spring.com and tell him how you chose to hang 
your wind chimes.

energy. Hey, my great-grandmother 
knew this and would have considered 
feng shui to be witchcraft at the very 
least.

Then there seems to be a whole debate 
over wind chimes—what they have to be 
made of, where they have to be placed, 
when they have to be moved and 
whether they really have any feng shui 
zing at all. I won't even go into the fact 
that there is apparently an entire school 
of thought around feng shui being kosher 
(or not). Oy Vey!

I have most enjoyed learning and 
hearing about how to spot feng shui 
fakes and "feng shui charlatans." Even 
these feng shui consumer advocates 

seem to be out for a buck. They ultimate­
ly sell you feng shui-zines (magazines for 
the devotee) and have Web sites full of 
stuff—mainly ducks and flutes and 
amulets that look like Angie Dickinson's 
earrings.

Then again, that may be exactly what 
this craze has going for it.

my filing cabinet (a by-phone example 
this faux consultant gave me!).

Literally, feng shui means wind and 
water, and it's purported to be the 
ancient Chinese study of how to position 
yourself in the natural order of the uni­
verse. Key components: the year you 
were bom, the environment surrounding 
you and movements of the solar system. 
I'm sure it started out legitimate enough, 
but then kooks and bad interior decora­
tors got a hold of it.

Still, feng shui's defenders protest a 
bit too much that it is a scientific disci­
pline (based on the analysis of energy). 
Well, someone who uses a compass in my 
house to tell me the whole damn place

Is the feng shui craze 
over yet?

I mean, I am happier 
than a bear in a campground that people 
have gotten water features, mirrors and 
big hunks of rock in the right places in 
their homes, but it has just gone too far.

1 do not want anyone else to tell me to 
cut down the single pine tree in front of 
my house (bad luck). Or to reroute the 
storm drain next to my house (it'll carry 
away my dreams, fertility or wealth, 
depending on who you ask—or don't 
ask).

Surely you have heard of feng shui

PLANT LIFE

Enough of feng shui by day’—and gay

(pronounced "fung schway"). If not, you 
must have spent recent years on the cast 
of a television show that deposits you in 
a remote area from which you can only 
return naked, rich and inexplicably 
famous.

No, as many Web sites, books and 
"feng shui by day" calendars will tell 
you, this "science" teaches "how to 
manipulate yOur surroundings to make 
an impact on your finances, health and 
emotions."

My feng shui frustration came to a 
head recently when some fool called me 
at work with a proposition that he come 
"balance" my office to further productiv­
ity and enhance my "professional well 
being." I had a hard time being polite.

I can tell you for absolutely no con­
sulting fee whatsoever that my work­
day mood would be improved by shorter 
days, long lunches and a bottle in my 
desk, not to mention the cessation of 
inane phone calls from someone who is 
going to move a tree to the other side of

faces the wrong direction just doesn't 
seem too scientific to me.

By the way, a Feng Shui Master's 
compass is called a "Lo-Pan." The feng 
shui office balancer who called me felt it 
was important for me to know that he 
had his own and started every job with it. 
I didn't know what a Lo-Pan was, but I 
do love a man who brings his own equip­
ment.

Especially after my Net-based 
research indicated that feng shui involves 
balls and more balls. Specifically, therapy 
balls. Sometimes Chinese therapy balls. 
Other times iron balls. And, get this, the 
advice that you should select small balls 
and gradually increase to larger balls as 
you become more comfortable with your 
work!

My Feng Shui Quest (also the title of 
my next romance novel) turned up an 
article on "sacred smells for your sacred 
spaces." No comment. Another feng shui 
tome proposes that a really thorough 
house cleaning can get rid of bad karmic 

IIK

The Mostly Unfabulous Social Life of Ethan Green... ...by Eric Omer

Tired Guy has had enufff of Fresh 
Guy's crap. He knows how to work a 
cell phone, OK? He's just never used 

one of these flip phones before. 
Like, big deal.

Fresh Guy is snickering because 
Tired Guy doesn't know how to 

work the phone.
-

ALike, \ ;
I I PRESS ) ■ 

-----------

Tired Guy does however, does know 
how to use a magic wand, like this 

one here, which he got from a 
Radical Fairie he once dated.

93

Fresh Guy thinks this is "rally"

T/iawKS For Your 
INPUT, BUT I’VE 
GoT ThisawieT 
L-j UNX>frCoNTn»L. •T.VT.N.KTIC Bw n

Tired Guy thinks maybe it's time to 
send Fresh Guy away. Howzabout a 

time & place with weird phones.
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Lobby Day attendance 
has increased

>■ Continued from Page 1
are out and proud, so when they go back to 
their particular homes or neighborhoods, they 
don't carry the stereotype," Frye said.

She said she is glad to see DePalma and oth­
ers leading the lobby day.

"It has allowed me to kind of sit back and 
be in an emeritus kind of a role," she said.

DePalma said the lobby day, held three 
times in the past, has seen a jump in atten­
dance through the years. The first year, only 
seven people participated. Twenty people took 
to the marble the next time; 50 people showed 
up for the third event.

As many as 100 are expected this year.
They intend to speak out in favor of repeal­

ing the sodomy law and in favor of proposed 
nondiscrimination in education bills.

The group has not taken a position on the 
hate crimes bill, DePalma said.

"I polled our membership and we really 
could not reach a consensus on whether to 
support it," she said.

Some members believe it would make for 
bad law while others object that gender identi­
ty is not included in the bill. Still others say a 
toughened hate crimes law is a good symbol 
even if does not directly benefit transgendered 
people.

"Rather than fracture the community over 
an issue, we decided to take a non-position," 
DePalma said.

The activists will also lobby in favor of 
House Bill 1587, introduced by State Rep. 
Debra Danburg, D-Houston, which is aimed at 
simplifying the process of getting name and 
gender changed if a judge is presented with an 
affidavit from a doctor stating that a patient 
identifies as a gender different than the one on 
his or her official documents.

Simplifying that process is just one of num­
ber of things that needs to be happen to give 
transgender people less of a disadvantage in 
society, according to Brenda Thomas, who runs 
a transgender support group and works for the 

.city of Houston on a program targeting trans­
gendered people with HIV/AIDS education 
information.

"There's a really large gap in protection of 
any size, form, shape or dimension for our 
community," Thomas said. "Especially once 
they have transitioned, it's like they're a non­
person. The state says they're neither male nor 
female."

DePalma said that unlike the gay lobbying 
event planned for March 18-19, there will be no 
march or protest as part of the transgender 
event. '

"We feel like we would be better taking a 
low-key approach," she said. "We don't want 
to attract the media to a 'Jerry Springer Show'- 
like event."

Instead, they intend to gather the day 
before their event in space donated by a trans­
gender clothing shop called the Cheshire Cat 
and train on how to be better lobbyists.

State Rep. Glen Maxey (D- Austin), 
Danburg and Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby of 
Texas Executive Director Dianne Hardy-Garcia 
are expected to help lead the training, 
DePalma said.

"It's not a simple matter of showing up. It's 
a matter of knowing what you're doing. We 
don't want anyone to be embarrassed in front 
of a legislator," she said.

On Tuesday at 8:30 a.m., the lobbyists will 
gather on the steps of the capitol for a photo, 
then go to the legislators to whom they were 
assigned at the training. Late arrivals will be 
whisked into space donated by Danburg 
where they will be given a crash course on lob­
bying, then released to visit a legislator.

DePalma said there is still much work to be 
done before legislators are likely to pay atten­
tion to the transgender community, but the 
gathering in Austin helps lay the groundwork 
for a network of activist who someday could 
make a difference.

"The truth of the matter is that this is large­
ly an issue for us of community building," she 
said.

DePalma expressed that sentiment in a let­
ter sent to activists by email.

"If you get nothing else from our lobby day, 
1 hope you will leave feeling a sense of hope 
and empowerment," she said.

"We want you to go home with the knowl­
edge that your voice mattered and your atten­
dance made a difference."

Debra Danburg

Trans pioneer 

launches Website
by GIP PLASTER

Houston's longtime transgender activist Phyllis Frye has 
launched a new Web site aimed at sharing the wealth of legal infor­
mation on transgender issues the attorney has written, helped write 
or simply collected through the years.

And while the site, transgenderlegal.com, already includes a 
complete book chapter by Frye, a partial archive of her 
"Phyllabuster" newsletter and plenty of other documents and links, 
Frye said it is nowhere near finished.

"There's about 85 percent more coming," she said.
The site is intended as a resource for lawyers, activists and any 

transgendered person who wants to know about struggles that have 
gone before.

"What's there and what's coming is a resource for lawyers who 
have transgendered clients but don't understand the nuances of the 
transgender issue and transgendered people themselves who want 
to hire an attorney and educate them," she said.

Frye has been a recognized leader in the struggle for transgender 
rights for more than 20 years. She challenged Houston's law against 
cross-dressing in 1981 and founded the International Conference on 
Transgender Law & Employment Policy in 1992.

The site features Chapter 22 from the book "Creating Change: 
Sexuality, Public Policy and Civil Rights." The chapter, entitled 
"Facing Discrimination, Organizing for Freedom: the Transgender 
Community," is an overview of the cause written by Frye.

Also already on the site are some of the most important docu­
ments in the short history of the transgender rights movement, 
including the International Bill of Gender Rights, Health Law 
Standards of Care and a document detailing standards for dealing 
with transgendered people in prisons.

Frye said she eventually plans to have much more of the infor­
mation generated at the conference she started available on the site.

The site also includes a link to information and documents relat­
ed to one of Frye's recent clients, Christie Littlefield. The transgen­
dered woman was deemed legally a man after the death of husband 
and therefore left with no standing to sue her husband's doctor for 
malpractice.

There might be something there to help other lawyers, Frye said.
"It should give lawyers who are handling these cases a starting 

point, a jumping off point," she said.
The resource will also continue to grow as new works are pro­

duced. *
Within a few weeks, an article Frye wrote for an upcoming issue 

of the College of William & Mary's "Journal of Women and the Law" 
will be added to the site.

"That is going to present an awful lot," she said. "It's a legitimate 
law review article in a legitimate law review journal."

Frye said she feels it is her responsibility to make this information 
available to others.

"Without patting myself on the back or blowing my own horn— 
which I'm not opposed to doing—I am the pioneer of national legal 
transgender activism," she said. "And I have either generated myself 
or produced in concert with other people a boatload of information."

But that information is often hard for others to obtain, she said.
"Unfortunately, a lot of this information has not been very avail­

able, but now it will be very available,' she said.
"And the way you fight is to give people information."

.comtransgenderlegal
tglegal.com
Phyllis Frye 
e-mail PRFrye@aol.com



HOUSTON VOICE • FEBRUARY 16, 2001 NEWS 11

Censervatives to battle anti-bias ban
Continued from Page 1 

cities across the country do."
But the political climate inside the hear­

ing and the heated rhetoric on the streets 
below was anti-climatic.

A day earlier, Houston Mayor Lee 
Brown—with the blessing of gay communi­
ty leaders—put domestic partner benefits 
on hold, opting instead to support a more- 
sweeping ordinance banning discrimination 
against gays and lesbians who work for the 
city.

A similar Houston anti-discrimination 
order was passed by City Council in 1985, 
but soundly rebuffed by voters in a referen­
dum noted for its rancor.

Fulfilling a campaign promise, in March 
1998, Brown signed an executive order 
which banned discrimination in city gov­
ernment on the basis of sexual orientation. 
Although the mayor's authority to issue 
such an order did not require a vote from 
City Council, Council member Rob Todd 
and conservative businessman Richard 
Hotze filed an injunction against it, saying 
that the action contradicted the public vote 
of 1985.

Subsequently, Hotze was dropped from 
the suit by State District Judge Patrick W. 
Mizell, who said Hotze lacked standing to 
make a claim, but Todd carried on as the 
lone plaintiff.

A ruling from the Texas Supreme Court 
is expected in October.

By all accounts. Brown had the majority 
of Council votes needed to pass the insur­
ance benefits question, but he switched 
strategy over the weekend and came out 
strongly for passage of the anti-discrimina­
tion ordinance.

Accompanied by City Council member 
Annise Parker, the panel's only openly gay 
member, supports both domestic partner­
ship benefits and the anti-bias proposal, 
Brown met with 90 gay men and lesbians on 
Saturday to talk strategy.

In an informative meeting called togeth­
er by his newly-appointed liaison to our 
community, Janine Brunjes, most of the peo­
ple at the meeting wanted to delay the 
health contract issue and vigorously press 
forward with the anti-discrimination ordi­
nance.

"They [the council members] either 
have to say I'm in favor of discrimination or 
I'm not. That is a better place to start than 
one particular area of benefits," said 
Mitchell Katine, a gay attorney who has 
taken on gay civil rights cases.

"This is the proper precursor to extend­
ing insurance coverage to domestic part­
ners, so that the city employees will be pro­
tected against discrimination when they 
access insurance coverage," Parker said at a 

news conference Monday.
In a written statement, Brown agreed.
"The non-discrimination ordinance will 

give current gay and lesbian city empldyees, 
and future city employees, comfort know­
ing that they will not lose their jobs if they 
select domestic partner benefits in the 
future," the mayor said.

But battle lines are being drawn.
A new, conservative group, Houstonians 

for Family Values, is forming and pushing a 
petition drive to place the issue before vot­
ers in November. The political action com­
mittee is led by Dave Wilson, a conservative 
activist and former mayoral candidate.

The language of the group's petition 
would bar the city from providing benefits 
to anyone but employees, their spouses, and 
their dependent children, as well as prevent 
"any privilege in promotion, hiring, or con- 
tractingXon the basis of sexual preference."

Some 20,000 signatures are required to 
add a referendum to Houston's ballot.

Calling same-sex benefits a moral issue, 
Wilson said, "Homosexual behavior is a 
sin."

Brown, who has a track record of attend­
ing Gay Pride parades and speaking to gay 
groups, said the anti-bias measure is the 
right move to make.

"I just don't think we should discrimi­
nate against anyone," he said.

Gty Council member Annise Parker said an 
anti-bias ban would protect gay city employees 
who come out and ask for domestic partner 
benefits.

*
^•7'

When you’re gay. Svir 3701 Crby Drive

life insurance. Suite 1036

consultation in Houston.

the only gay owned 5286777

and operated viatical broker with in Houston.

3090personal attention you deserve and getting

the shortest time! LINKED VIATICAL BENEFITS

given a face-to-face

After all, we befieve in providing you

t. no-obligation environment?

linked Viatical Benefits is

For Home, Health 
& Auto Insurance

Experience
Professionalism.
Courteous Service!

Your Community Insurance Agency!

Rob Schmerler & Staff
713.661.7700 6575 w Loop South Suite 185 Belluire. Texas 77401 

ttuUness Insurance ■ Workcn Comi>enuition ■ (imup Health • l ife Insurance A much rnorr

INSTITUTE
800-54-PRIDE

JCAHO Accredited

We're Pride Institute, the nation s 
leader in providing treatment for 
the gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered communities. We 
have programs offering residential, 
outpatient and halfway house 
services. You have the power. 
Call us today.

If you’re struggling with addiction o 
depression, you need a treatment 
center where you can 
be yourself....
Where you can talk frankly and 
safely, to people who understand 
you.

Medicare and most insurance plans cover our programs 
www.pride-institute.com

| When you hove 
issues to deal with, 
being gay shouldn’t 
be one of them.

Depress! 
Anxiety 
Drugs 
Alcohol 
Sex A 
Ji

I 
icii

ri
FT LAUDERDALE CHICAGO MINNEAPOLIS

NEW YORK NEW JERSEY DALLAS

D
ALTO

N D
EH

AR
T



12 NEWS FEBRUARY 16, 2001 • HOUSTON VOICE

HIV prevention efforts face uncertain future
A prominent gay activist challenges San Francisco AIDS 
stats, as the CDC announces a new prevention effort 
and the Bush administration waffles on AIDS office

by ERIN O'BRIANT .

A study showing rates of new HIV 
infections among gay men in San Francisco 
have doubled since 1997 came from "weak" 
research using uneven samples, a promi­
nent gay author charged last week.

Gay pundit Andrew Sullivan took issue 
with statements issued by the San Francisco 
HIV Consensus Meeting, which said the 
rate of new HIV infections in San Francisco 
could reach 2.2 percent this year, up from 
the 1.04 percent rate last year.

Meanwhile, Centers for Disease Control 
& Prevention officials announced a new HIV 
prevention initiative at the 8th Conference 
on Retroviruses & Opportunistic Infections 
in Chicago Feb. 4-8, and the Bush adminis­
tration waffled on whether the Office of 
National AIDS Policy would remain open.

SF studies flawed?
The San Francisco research indicated a 

doubling of the rates of new HIV infections 
since 1997 in the city.

But according to Sullivan, those numbers 
can be explained by fluctuations in sample 
size. Only one of the studies in the body of 
research has "a reasonably representative 
sample of young gay men," he said.

Even that study came under fire :from 
Sullivan, who claimed that fluctuations in sam­
ple size undermined researchers' conclusions.

Thomas Coates, director of the AIDS 
Research Institute & Center for AIDS 
Prevention Studies at the University of 
California, San Francisco, responded by saying 
the study Sullivan specifically criticized has 
"been published in peer reviewed journals 
and has withstood the peer review system."

Sullivan described the other studies in 
the report as "equally weak."

"No single study is without limitation,"

AIDS experts fear 'an ineffective federal response 
to AIDS in this country and abroad' if the Bush 
administration doesn't fully support its AIDS 
office, said Terje Anderson, executive director of 
the National Association of People with AIDS.

A spokesperson for President Bush first said 
the new president would cancel the Office of 
National AIDS Policy, but Bush's chief of staff 
later called the statement a 'mistake.'

countered Coates. "But when such a large 
array of indicators, data, trends, numbers, com­
munity input and even actual clinic and health 
care visits indicate that something is shifting in 
the wrong direction, we would do best to not 
argue with the data but address the issue."

Focus on knowing HIV status
The CDC hopes to address the problem df 

new infections with its new HIV prevention 
program, the Serostatus Approach to 
Fighting the HIV Epidemic (SAFE). The ini­
tiative focuses on expanding voluntary coun­
seling and testing programs to reach every­
one living with HIV infection, including the 
estimated 200,000-275,000 Americans who 
are not aware that they are infected.

Officials hope SAFE will cut new HIV 
infections in half nationwide by 2005.

According to Robert Janssen, director of 
the CDC's division of HIV/AIDS preven­
tion, studies show that people who know 
they are infected with HIV take steps to 
protect their partners. Also, new HIV thera­
pies, by lowering viral load, may reduce an 
HIV-positive person's degree of infectious- 
ness.

CDC officials said the organization 
needs an additional $200 million in funding 
to pursue the project fully.

"Funding will have to be from both pub­
lic and private sources, leveraging the spe­
cial skills the private sector has that we 
don't have," said Janssen.

Fate of national AIDS office
The CDC may rely more heavily than 

before on private funds for HIV prevention 
during President Bush's tenure.

HIV confab yields troubling 
stats, new guidelines

by ERIN O'BRIANT

The 8th Conference on Retroviruses 
and Opportunistic Infections took place 
in Chicago Feb. 4-8. Conference papers 
and presentations outlined important 
information for people affected by HIV 
and AIDS, including:

• A study presented at the conference by 
Susan J. Little of the University of 
California at San Diego showed that the 
incidence of drug-resistant strains of new 
HIV infection has risen to 14 percent. 
Participants in the study were from 
Birmingham, Ala., and other cities in North 
America, according to the New York Times.

Robert Janssen, director of the division 
of HIV/AIDS prevention at the Centers 
for Disease Control, suggested that 
researchers aren't sure whether Little is 
comparing numbers among people in the 
same population.

• The Department of Health & Human

Services and the Henry J. Kaiser Family 
Foundation issued an updated version of 
the "Guidelines for the Use of 
Antiretroviral Agents in HIV-Infected 
Adults and Adolescents" Feb. 5. The new 
guidelines recommend that doctors begin 
treatment when patients have a higher viral 
load and lower CD4 count than before.

• An ongoing study by a CDC epidemi­
ologist showed that urban gay and bisexual 
men ages 23-29 have an overall HIV preva­
lence of 12.3 percent. The study, which 
included surveys of more than 2,400 men, 
sampled participants at public venues in 
Baltimore, Dallas, Los Angeles, Miami, New 
York City and Seattle. Thirty percent of 
young African-American gay and bisexual 
men, 15 percent of Hispanics and 7 percent 
of whites were diagnosed with the virus.

"We're very concerned about the high 
rates of HIV among gay men of color and 
are looking at our best response to that," 
Janssen said.

USA Today and other news organiza­
tions reported last week that the Bush 
administration would close both the White 
House Office of National AIDS Policy and 
the President's Initiative for One America, 
after White House Chief of Staff Andrew 
Card made a statement to that effect.

But after the story broke. White House 
spokesperson Ari Fleischer denied plans to 
close the AIDS office, saying Card's state­
ment was "a mistake."

In a press briefing Feb. 7, Fleischer said 
President Bush will continue to have an 
office dedicated to "fightjingj the scourge 
of AIDS." The Department of Health & 
Human Services will "be detailing people 
to the White House," he said.

"In addition, at our Domestic Policy 
Council we will have a White House 
employee who is dedicated to fighting 
AIDS and developing policies that can help 
us fight AIDS. There is also a task force in 
place that will remain in place that also is 
concerned with the battle against AIDS," 
Fleischer said.

AIDS activists said they fear the Bush 
administration's waffling could bode ill for 
the campaign against the epidemic.

"Nothing I have heard from President 
Bush or Ari Fleischer clarifies the simple 
question, 'Are you going to have an AIDS 
czar whose exclusive responsibility is to be 

•a national and international leader on AIDS 
issues?"' said Alexis Schuler, spokesperson 
for AIDS Action.

Fleischer avoided specific mentions of 
and plans for ONAP, the President's 
Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS, and the 
position of national AIDS policy director, 

Schuler said.
Terje Anderson, executive director of the 

National Association of People with AIDS, 
expressed similar concerns.

"There are a lot of federal programs that 
affect people with AIDS and having one 
person in one office coordinating them and 
providing a voice in the White House is 
incredibly important," Anderson said. "The 
fear that we have is that we will have an 
ineffective federal response to AIDS in this 
country and abroad."

White House representatives did not 
return phone calls by press time.

President George W. Bush 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
phone: 202-456-1414 
fax: 202-456-2461 
e-mail: president@whitehouse.gov 
Web: http://www.whitehouse.gov

UCSF AIDS Research 
Institute
74 New Montgomery, Ste. 600 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
phone: 415-597-9203 
fax:415-597-9213 
e-mail: ari@psg.ucsf.edu 
Web: http://hivinsite.ucsf.edu

Andrew Sullivan
e-mail:andrew@andrewsullivarf.com 
Web: www.andrewsullivan.com
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Gays want meeting with Bush’s faith-based office
Pro-gay groups worry granting federal money to 
religious-based social service organizations could 
institutionalize homophobia
by ERIC ERICKSON

A coalition of pro-gay religious and 
secular groups is calling for a meeting 
with John Dilulio, the University of 
Pennsylvania professor tapped to head the 
new White House Office of Faith-based 
& Community Initiatives.

Gay rights advocates and other critics 
of the recently announced office say they 
fear it will violate the Constitution's guar­
antee of separation of church and state, 
and put gay men and lesbians at risk of

President George W. Bush
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
phone: 202-456-1414
e-mail: president@whitehouse.gov

Equal Partners in Faith 
2026 P St. NW Suite 3
Washington D.C. 20036-5914 
phone: 202-332-6483 
e-mail: uuawo@aol.com

National Gay & Lesbian 
Task Force
1700 Kalorama Rd. NW 
Washington D.C. 20009 
phone: 202-332-6483 

discriminatory treatment from religious 
groups that oppose homosexuality.

The new White House office, and simi­
lar offices created by Bush in five govern­
ment departments, topped the agenda last 
week when the National Gay & Lesbian 
Task Force and Equal Partners in Faith con­
vened the semi-annual meeting of the 
National Religious Leadership 
Roundtable, an interfaith network of 40 
religious leaders who advocate for pro-gay 
religious perspectives.

The NRLR concluded its meeting with 
calls for a discussion with the man who 
will head the new faith-based office, and a 
message for the new president.

"We want Bush to know there are pro­
gressive people of faith in the LGBT com­
munity and that our voices are going to be 
heard by media and society," said Rev. 
Steven Baines, executive coordinator of 
Equal Partners in Faith.

The new offices will promote competition 
for $10 billion in federal grants, previously 
unavailable to religious organizations. 
Under Bush's proposal, any religious 
group providing social services may apply for 
federal funding.

"If I'm homeless," asked NGLTF 
spokesperson David Elliot, "and I go to a 
soup kitchen, am I going to have to pray in 

order to be fed or am I going to be prayed 
over? ... We have very fundamental con­
cerns that his proposal poses a threat to 
both GLBT social service workers and 
social service recipients."

Elliot said NGLTF and other gay organi­
zations fear these religious groups could use 
federal money to promote their own conser­
vative agenda. "It's an attack on our commu­
nity," he said. "I've come not to expect much 
from this administration. The important thing 
to keep in mind is that if these proposals go 
through we will face discrimination."

Bush has insisted that bias will not 
occur his proposal. While religious groups 
will be able to keep their religious sym­
bols, character and internal governing 
structure during and after the grant appli­
cation process, they cannot use the funds 
for actual worship, religious education or 
conversion. In fact, under the plan, any 
congregation, including primarily gay 
congregations like Metropolitan 
Community Churches, would be eligible 
for funding.

Yet Elliot said he remains skeptical. 
"Do you really think the Bush administra­
tion is going to favor our churches over the 
conservative Baptist churches?" he asked.

Baines said he shares those concerns. 
"We know from everything we see the 
Bush administration has done, [the funds 
are] going to go to groups that support his 
conservative theological viewpoints," he 
said.

I
1

Gay activists say they want to meet with John 
Dilulio, tapped to head the new White House 
Office of Faith-Based & Community Initiatives.

Because mans’ Americans doubt the qual­
ity of services currently available from gov­
ernment social service agencies. Bush has 
said he wants money to go to local religious 
group and civic organizations. Bush said 
these groups can use contacts in their own 
community to better work with needy peo­
ple.

Baines said he recognizes religious 
groups can administer quality services, 
and he would be in favor of funding them 
with federal dollars, but only if they set up 
separate entities to deliver services.

The Office of Faith-Based and 
Community Initiatives is scheduled to open 
Feb. 20.

Saturday 
March 3, 2001 
6:30pm
THE WESTIN GALLERIA

Featuring a globe trotting silent auction 
sponsored by The Luxury Collection, 
donating premier international and 
domestic properties — so hold off on 
your vacation plans!

Live auction featuring a gentleman's 
stainless steel and 18kt yellow gold 
Rolex Oyster Perpetual Datejust watch.

RIGHTS 
CAMPAIGN

4

Honoring^:
Continental Airlines 
CORPORATE EQUALITY AWARD

Sue Lovell
POLITICAL EQUALITY AWARD

Gary Teixeira
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

Special Recognition:

The James Byrd, Jr. Family 

for their work in support of 
Hate Crimes legislation in Texas

To purchase tickets:
800.494.TIXS
Co-chairs:
Bret Baccus 713.807.7408
and Dalia Stokes 713.522.2224

Table information:
David Muck 713.522.1115

Special Guest: Billy Bean

MC: Georgia Ragsdale

a'a Thk Luxtrr Couxctjo.n

^►Working Assets* ZEPHYR

HOKANSON
PlanetOutcom
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Bringing you the Versatility of Digital Printing

Things we can do for you...
Make Fabulous

Full-Color or B&W Business Cards 
including your Scanned Image 

or Digital Photo

John’s Personal Training 
1201 Westheimer 
555-1212 
cell 555-0000

Scan Images for your
Web-Posting 
or Printing Needs

Take Your Digital Photo (or scanned 
traditional photo) and turn it into a 

wonderful Large Format Poster Display 
Great for Trade Shows & Conventions..

WORK 
WITH 
JOHIV

Personal Trainin 
Info Here

Print Your Powerpoint Files 
(or other presentation files) 
to excellent glossy paper or 
transparencies for your next 
business presentation.

Make Beautiful Postcards or other Mail 
Pieces to promote your Business. 

We offer full color and greyscale printing 
on a wide variety of coated stocks.

John. fctwlTraininf 
1201 Wewheimer

BET W SHAPl 
WITH JOHIV.

fcwr m for deab

JOH!\ifS PERSONAL 
TRAiminiB A A

FISCAL 2000 REPORT

1EO1 Westheimer 7I3/5E8-1EO1

Psychotherapyr Consultation ’ Counseling 
for Personal Growth & Development

for Individuals & Couples since 1983

, hauston, _ fb 
TherapistIcoin

Tony 
Carroll
LMSW-ACE

1006 Missouri, Houston, Tx 77006 713.527.0000 or HoustonTherapist.com

When you’re ready for greater success with 
Life ’ Love ’ Relationships • Sexuality ’ Happiness 

Satisfaction ’ Inner Peace * Fulfillment ’ Career

Fibromyalgia

licare 

ce

A Center for

■

I

Do You Want to Quit Smoking?
Project CASSI
A Smoking Cessation Research Study that 
uses a hand-held computer and the nicotine 
patch to help people quit smoking

Call today 713-792-2265

-

TTE LN IVERSITf OF TEXAS 
MD ANDERSON 
CANCER CENTER 
Making Cancer History"
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" m ©ft ©/unquote"
compiled by REX WOCHNER and STAFF REPORTS

"Don't Fear It, Don't Flaunt It."
—Christopher Dandeker, who heads the war studies department at Kings College 

London, to the New York Times, Feb. 10. Dandeker was comparing the approach of 
the British military to gays serving openly to the U.S. military policy of "Don't Ask, 

Don't Tell." Britain removed its ban on openly gay service members last year.

"I am telling you, you're gonna blink and 
you'll be 80 and alone in a caftan with a lap 
full of catnip saying, 'Here kitty kitty kitty.' It's 
time to put the sex back in homosexual, Will."

—Jack (Sean Hayes, left) to Will (Eric McCormack) 
on NBC's "Will & Grace," Feb. 1.

"The most significant social change in 
the United States during the Clinton pres­
idency was the social mainstreaming of 
gay Americans and the ebbing of anti-gay 
prejudice."

—Author Bruce Bawer writing in the New York 
Times, Jan. 26, about the impact of President

Clinton's administration on gay men and lesbians.

"I get all kinds of e-mails telling me I'm working with the Nazis. 
But we're optimistic that President Bush will keep a dialogue going 
with the community."

—Kevin Ivers of the Log Cabin Republicans to the New York Times, Jan. 26. 
LCR has been criticized by some gay civil rights groups for not opposing 

conservative appointments to the Bush administration, like Attorney General 
John Ashcroft, who has made anti-gay statements as an elected official.

LET’S GET PERSOnni!!

fit Capital Bank, we know our customers by name, 
not a number, find when you call, you’ll get a 

person, not a menu.

If you want a small bank atmosphere with big 
bank capabilities, ulsit us on Shepherd at Alabama. 

We take banking personally.

/7^

YOUR FULL-SERUICE COmmUAITY BAAR

3007 S. Shepherd 
FDIC @ W. Alabama 

713/529-0001 LENDER

"Ronan threw me out of Boyzone because 
I wasn't gay enough—it's as simple as that."

—Ex-Boyzone member Shane Lynch (right) 
criticizing former band mate Roman Keating for 

wanting him to be like Stephen Gately, the former 
Boyzone member who came out while still in the 

band, in the Mirror's "Bam" column.

"I hope no young gay man somewhere out 
there watches the show [Showtime's 'Queer 
As Folk'], packs his U-Haul, and moves to 
Pittsburgh, thinking he's going to a gay 
mecca. That would be kind of sad for him."

—Pittsburgh advertising executive Robert Handley 
to USA Today, Jan. 25.

"Stuart grins when he's fucking; you know 
he's having a good time. Brian looks grim and 
angry. Stuart has a heart; Brian is soulless. Stuart 
flirts with an attractive medical worker in 
the hospital; Brian fucks an attractive medical 
worker in the room where his friend is lying in a 
coma. Watching Stuart have sex, I want to join in. 
Watching Brian have sex, I want to scrub myself

off with Lysol. If I'm going to watch sex, anonymous or otherwise, I'd like it to 
feature at least some minimal sense of delight at the touch of another human 
being. Otherwise I could just jerk off to 'On Golden Blond' or 'Guess Who's 
Coming at Dinner' or whatever this week's porno hit is called."

—Dave Tuller comparing the protagonist of the British "Queer As Folk" (Stuart) 
_______.vyltbLthe-ncoiaOQnist pf .the. Amedcan.yersion .(BrianL^aloaconu Jan. 10...

"It was my publicist, Stan, and he didn't 
dress well."

—Actor George Clooney (left) when asked 
by reporters at the Golden Globe awards Jan. 21 

who his date was for the evening.

End of Season

Sale
now through 

feb. 23 
take 15-50% off on:

• M2M 
Calvin Klein

• Roar 
Kenneth Cole

• YLMA
• Andrew Christian 

• Navigator
• Accessories

M2M 
contemporary european 
style clothing for men 

phone 713.521.0804 
3400 montrose 

(2 blocks south of westheimer) 
mon-sat 10am-8pm 

sun 12-6pm
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USION OF DESIGN 
TECHNOLOGY.

2000 ESCALADE

Don Massey Cadillac
■ /—a unC "

USED CARS
‘97 Cadillac Deville • stk #2683A

‘96 Cadillac Seville • stk #2303P

‘96 Cadillac Deville • stk #8274?

‘96 Cadillac Deville • stk #2364A

‘96 Cadillac Deville • stk #8269PA

YOUR CHOICE

2002 ESCALADES ARE BEING SHIPPED
ORDER YOURS TODAY!• • • •

THE FUSION OF BFSION 
ScTtCMNOlOOt.

Don Massey Cadillac
2520 Main, Houston • 713-874-0900
Your caring, servicing, selling master dealer

SALES HOURS:
7:30am-6:00pm Monday-Friday
9:00am-6:00pm Saturday

SERVICE HOURS:
7:30am-6:00pm Monday-Friday
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Self-confessed 'coach potato' 1 
Jimmy Brown is organizing a 
gay walking group, which . r 

its inaugural event on <| Walking with family
Just in time for better weather, a new gay walking group is kicking up dust at Memorial Park

by D.L. GROOVER

How would you like to take a brisk morning con­
stitutional in Memorial Park? How about taking your 
walk with some new friends? How about having 
breakfast after your hour's stroll with your new 
friends?

Then the Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club is for you.
This new social group is the brainchild of Jimmy 

Brown, who masterminded the Movie Club a few 
years back, a gay and lesbian group that combined 
dinner and a movie. It stayed in operation for about 18 
months, but the scheduling hassles finally were too 
much for him.

"It got real exhausting: picking the movie, leaving 
everyone messages. I had to plan a restaurant near the 
movie. But after all the obstacles they'd still come," he 
said.

Wanting some exercise after sitting through all 
those movies, Brown started walking.

"I've been walking for about two years now," he 
said. "I do it every week anyway, and this way I'll have 
other people to talk to and keep my mind off how hot 

it is outside."
The group kicks off Saturday at 8 a.m.
The course is 2.9 miles, and Brown said it takes an 

hour to walk it.
"I'm very much a coach potato-type person, and 

the first time I did it, it was a little challenging. They 
have a running group out there, but I tried that and I 
just can't run. I've had people call and say, I don't 
know if I can make it around that track. But if you can 
walk a shopping mall from front to back, you can walk 
around this track," he said.

The club has no dues and no rules, except for the 
starting time. If you don't want to exercise, stay at 
home until it's time to meet the group for breakfast at 
Java Java Cafe, 911 W. 11th Street in the Heights.

To get the word out to as many prospective walkers 
as possible without spending bags of cash, Brown left 
fliers at the Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center, and a few gay and gay-friendly churches like 
Bering, St. Steven's and MCCR.

"I'm pretty sure it's going to start off slow," he said. 
"But over time, it'll get bigger and bigger. I think after

Continued on Page 22

3^5® Iheaba’ Preri&r, Act B
From tragedy to ’Naked Boys Singing,’ 

spring schedule offers something for all
by D.L. GROOVER

Houston ranks second only to New York City in the 
number of theater seats located in a downtown area— 
and this spring's schedule illustrates the wide variety of 
shows available with so many venues to choose from.

Houston's Theater District Association has calculat­
ed that our city on the bayou cushions 14,428 over­
stuffed posteriors for the performing arts. That impres­
sive number, however, encompasses only those theaters 
facing the tom-up streets of downtown and doesn't 
include the restroom-friendly Hobby Center now 
under construction.

We are a theater-mad city, and inspiring work goes 
on all over town, all the time. Whatever your taste, it will 

be sated. There's so much, in fact, that our Spring 
Theater Preview had to be split in two to adequately 
cover all that's about to happen. Go to the theater, what­
ever art form turns you on; it just might change your life.

Bienvenue Theater
3722 Washington Ave.
713426-2626
NAKED BOYS SINGING, dates not set

Although no dates have been set as of press time, 
Christian DeVries continues the fantastically successful 
franchise of "Naked Boys Singing." This cleverly direct­
ed cash cow doesn't have a thought in its head, but the 
herds of gentlemen lining up to view the unclothed

>■ Continued on Page 23
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COME TO THE TABLE

j

A Sancx+vart| for Soul Spirit
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m. & 10:50 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:45 a m.

BERING MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Marilyn Meeker-Williams, Senior Pastor

1440 Harold Street at Mulberry • Houston, TX 77006
713.526.1017 • wvvw.beringumc.org
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LIVE JAZZ ■ TUESDAY NIGHT & SUNDAY BRUNCH

3615 MONTROSE BOULEVARD • 713-529-0088

ALWAYS YOUR BEST 
WEEKEND BRUNCH

■ LIVE JAZZ ■ TUESDAY NIGHT & SUNDAY BRUNCH ■

St. Thomas University, 
Montrose Branch Library

UNIVERSITY 
of HOUSTON

University Center

Rice University,
Student Center

Call 713.529.8490 for other pick-up spots!

to

Look for it at 
these locations:

Eating Out RESTAURANT REVIEW

Sushi «s it should be
Ginza offers outstanding 
food, unassuming style

by TRACE DISKIN

If there's one thing Houston restaurants 
do well, it's the art of transformation. Leave 
it to Houston's chefs to redefine, rework, or 
fuse a cuisine, menu or dining space until 
it's stylishly, and often deliciously, deviant.

Until a friend and I stepped into 
GINZA, a popular but unassuming sushi 
bar in the Tanglewood neighborhood, I 
barely noticed how jazzed up the rest of our 
Japanese restaurants really are.

Unlike the brightly-lit, tightly-packed, 
urban sushi dens of New York, San Francisco, 
DC. and Boston, most Houston Japanese 
restaurants seem to follow the trend of dimly 
lit, swanky establishments where authenticity 
falls second to ambiance and innovation. 
That's why Ginza truly makes a Northern 
sushi lover feel like she's home again.

With pale bamboo light fixtures, wall 
hangings and simple, blonde wood furni­
ture, Ginza sets a tone that's more cafe than 
hip nightspot. One royal blue wall and the 
blue and white patterned carpet lend a col­
orful, if understated touch, and make the 
rather large space feel intimate and local. 
Although the tables and booths are closely 
placed to one another, and families with 
kids chat about warmly in the open space, 
it's never too loud or encroaching.

The eel is particularly 
prodigious and succulent, and 

since it's the only sushi that's 
actually cooked, it's a must for 

raw fish eaters and skeptics alike.

When it comes to authenticity, though, one 
only has to open the menu. A virtual phone 
book of appetizers covers an entire page, with 
nearly 50 Japanese staples listed alphabetically.

The Edamame ($3.50), which are hard to 
come by at other, more upscale sushi 
haunts, appear on practically every cus­
tomer's table. Edamame, for the uninitiat­
ed, are steamed green soybeans still in the 
pod, and sprinkled coarse salt. Served hot 
or cold, they pack a deep, nutritious flavor, 
and make great nibbling food while wait­
ing for other, more substantial dishes.

Although I predict it won't be long 
before you can grab them from the freezer 
section at your nearest Kroger or Randalls, 
right now they're only available at Asian 
specialty grocers. Fortunately, Ginza serves 
them hot and in abundance, with each bean 
nearly bursting out of its grassy, salty skin. 
The Seaweed Salad ($4.50) is another find, 
with dark, gelatinous strips of seaweed in a 
piquant vinegar and soy ginger dressing.

But when it comes to sushi bars, the rule is 
judge strictly by sushi, and here is where low-

Ginza
5868 San Felipe
713.785.0332

Food:

Service:

Value:

Scene: JMt Jit Jit.

for bread, water at home

WOK- if you really must

Fine for most

W WWo,1h the drive'50 *'ve a

v w wAs as ft 9ets 

key Ginza clearly shines. The fish is incredibly 
fresh and beautifully handled and presented, 
but most of all huge. A piece of nigiri sushi, 
that's one piece of sushi on a bed a rice, is 
$3.95 for 2 pieces and easily three times the 
size of that of other restaurants.

The eel is particularly prodigious and suc­
culent, and since ifs the only sushi thats actu­
ally cooked, it's a must for raw fish eaters and 
skeptics alike. The salmon and mackerel were 
also impressive in size and quality.

Although Ginza doesn't go overboard 
on cleverly named rolls as much as other 
places, the rolls they do serve are artful and 
frighteningly good. Do not pass up the 
Caterpillar Roll ($8.50), with cooked eel 
rolled in marinated rice and slathered in 
thin strips of avocado. Not only does the 
combination of flavors explode on the 
tongue, but the garnishings of shrimp, 
octopus and flying fish roe for eyes are 
adorably delectable.

If Ginza falls short at all, it is in the rather 
unremarkable main entrees, such as Chicken 
Teriyaki ($8.95), or Tempura ($6.95). The 
chicken, for example, arrived with chopped 
peppers and onions coated so thickly in a 
gelatinous sauce that it resembled Chinese 
food more than anything Japanese. And the 
small nugget-like pieces of chicken did little 
for the texture, which usually does fine in ten­
derly grilled strips.

The Soba Noodle dishes ($6.95), howev­
er, make for loud and eager slurping, and 
the miso soup is well stocked with fresh 
green seaweed, chunks of tofu and tasty 
mushrooms.

Ginza features the staple desserts—Red 
Ban or Green Tea Ice Cream ($2.50)—from a 
popular Japanese grocery brand advertised on 
many of the booths. The service is friendly and 
efficient, and it's common for the staff to rec­
ognize return customers and make them feel 
immediately at home with a pot of green tea.

As a break from the often overbearing 
atmosphere of other Japanese restaurants, 
Ginza makes the perfect choice. So enjoy 
the unpretentious setting, but stay for the 
outstanding sushi.
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SAFETY INFORMATION 

C8V436R0 November ?Q00Printed in USA.©2000 Glaxo Wellcome me. All rights reserved

Shon G., Atlanta

^Smarter,  y Togetheri

Because he works out to stay 
focused and strong

Because his little sister looks 
up to him

Because he’s found HIV medicines 
that fit into his lifestyle

Because his viral load is still 
undetectable (<4OO copies per mU)

Because he has COMBIVIR in 
his combination therapy—drugs 
proven to help people with HIV 
live longer, healthier lives'

Glaxo Wellcome Please see Brief Summary for COMBIVIR on the adjacent page. 
HIV Division

ONE TABLET TWICE A DAY

2 powerful anti-HW medicines in one tablet, 
taken twice a day with or without food

Ask your doctor about

Combivir
lamivudines/zidovudine^

• Make sure to see your doctor regularly because serious side effects can occur, such as muscle 
damage and a decrease in red and white blood cells

•A buildup of acid in the blood and an enlarged liver, including fatal cases, have been seen 
•The most frequent side effects are headache, upset stomach, malaise or fatigue, and runny nose
• Low risk of fat wasting, tingling or burning in the hands and feet, or problems with the pancreas

'Scott-Levm, Source Prescription Audit (retail pharmacies), January to June 2000.
' Roche Amplicor HV-1 MONITOR* Test.

CALL 1-800-760-3311 for information or visit our Web site at www.1featHIV.com

roo
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86 (9.6%)
23 (2.6%)

2.9% 241
0.4% 240
3.7% 241
1.7% 241
0.8% 241)
4.2% 72)

COMBIVIR' Tablets (lamivudine/zidovudine tablets)

Lamiwdine: Reproduction studies with orally administered lamivudine have been performed in rats and rabbits at 130 
and 60 times, respectively, the usual adult dose (based on relative body surface area) and have revealed no evidence o 
teratogenicity. Some evidence of early embryotethalrty was seen in the rabbit at doses similar to*ose produced $ theusud 
adult dose and higher, but there was no indication of this effect in the rat at orally admmstered doses up to 130 times the 
usual adurt dose Studies m pregnant rats and rabbits shoved that lamtvudme is transfened to the fetus through the placenta

Zidovudine: Reproduction studies with orally administered zidovudine in the rat and m the rabbit at doses up to 
500 mata per day revealed no evidence of teratogenicity with zidovudine Zidovudine treatment resulted in embryodetai 
toncff/ as evidenced by an increase m the incidence of fetal resorptions m rats given 150 or 450 mg/kg per day and rabbits 
given 500 mg/kg per day. The doses used in the teratology studies resulted in peak zidovudine plasma concentrations (after 
6ne-haif oftte daily dose) m rats 66 to 226 tunes, and m rabbits 12 to 87 times, mean steady^state peak human plasma 
concentrations (after one-sixth of the daily dose) achieved with the recommended daily dose (100 mo everyJ hours), n an 
additional teratology study m rats, a dose of 3000 mgkg per day (very near the oral median lethal dose in rats 
3683 mgkg) caused marked maternal toxicrty and an increase in the incidence of fetal malformations This dose resulted 
in peak zidovudine plasma concentrations 350 times peak human plasma concentrations. No evidence of teratogenicity was 
seen in this experiment at doses of 600 mg/kg per day or less. Two rodent carcinogenicity studies were conducted (see 

Carcinogenesis. Mutagenesis. Impairment of Fertility). wubiuidwi
Antiretroviral Pregnancy Registry: To monitor maternal-fetal outcomes of pregnant women exposed to C0M8IVW and 

other antiretroviral agents, an Antiretroviral Pregnancy Registry has been established. Physicians are encouraged to register 

Nursing Mothers': The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that HIV-infected mothers not breastfeed 

their infants to avoid risking postnatal transmission of HIV infection.
COMBIVIR: ZOcwAn s excreted m breast mdk (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY Pharmacokinetics Nursing Mothers 

subsection of full prescn&ng information) however no data are available on COMBIVIR or tarmvudmeTherefore ttere sapotential 
for adverse effects m nursing infants Mothers should be instructed not to breastfeed if they are receiving COMB V R 
Pediatric Use: COMBIVIR should not be administered to pediatnc patients less than 12 years of age because it is a fixed- 

Gwiamc Usefci'nSi1 * 3 4 * * * * SE 5 Co'lSwiRdid nifndutKEit numbers of subjects aged 65 and overtodetermine 

whetf'er they respond differently from younger subjects In general dose selecbon for an elderly patient:should txicaut icius 
reflecting the greater freguency of decreased hepatic, renal, or cardiac function and of concomrtant disease or other drug 
therapy COMBIVIR is not recommended for patents with ^P^ r^ tunctton (i e^crrabnine clearance <50 mUmm. 
see PRECAUTIONS: Patients with Impaired Renal Funebon and DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION).

•An investigational non-nucleoside reverse transenptase inhibitor not approved in the United States.

CONTRAINDICATIONS: COMBIVIR Tablets are contraindicated in patients with previously demonstrated clinically significant 

WW^NGS^COMBi'/IR1 sa fixetLdose'combmation of lamivudine and zidovudine. Ordinanly, COMBIVIR should not be 

a^^o^ep^^^rmXn%r Xgents being considered for use with COMBIVIR should be consulted before 

combination therapy with COMBIVIR is initiated.
Bone Marrow Suppression: COMBIVIR should be used with caution in pabentewho twe bone narrow compromise 
evidenced by g-anuioc/te count <1000 ceiis/mm or hemoglobin <95 g/dLjsee ADVERSE REACTIONS)

Frequent blood counts are strongly recommended in patients with advanced HIV disease who are treated with 
COMBIVIR. For HIV-infected individuals and patients with asymptomatic or early HIV disease, periodic blood counts are

Lactic Acidrsis/Severe Hepatomegaly with Steatosis: Lactic acidosis and severe hepatomegaly with steatosis, including 
fatal cases, have been reported with the use of nucleoside analogues alone or in combination, includinglamivudine, 
zidovudine and other antiretrovirals A majority of these cases nave been m women Obesity and prolonged nucteoside 
exposure may be risk factors. Particular caution should be exercised when administenng COMBIVIR to any patient with 
known nsk factors for liver disease, however, cases have also been reported in patients with no known nsk factors 
Treatment with COMBIVIR should be suspended in any patient who develops clinical or laboratory findings suggestive 
lactic acidosis or pronounced hepatotoxicity (which may include hepatomegaly and steatosis even in the absence of marked 

Myopathyi^Myowthy^nd myositis, with pathological changes similar to that produced by HIV disease, have been 

associated with prolonged use of zidovudine and therefore may occur with therapy with COMBIVIR 

pEs wTlilV and Hepatitis B Virus Coinfection: In clinical tnals and postmarketino experience some patients with 

HIV infection who have chronic liver disease due to hepatitis B virus infection experienced clinical or laboratory evident of 
recurrent hepatitis upon discontinuation of lamivudine Consequences may be more severe in patients with decompensated

Patients With Impaired Renal Function: Reduction of the dosages of fcmivudine and zidovudine is recommended for 
patients with impaired renal function Patients with creatinine clearance <50 mL/mm should not receive COMBIVIR.
Information for Patients: COMBIVIR is not a cure for HIV infection and patients may continue to experience11 nessK 
associated 'with HIV infection including opportunistic infections Patients should be advised that the use of COMBIVIR tas 
not been shown to reduce the nsk of transmission of HIV to others through sexual contact or Wood comamination Pat^nto 
should be informed that the major toxioties of COMBIVIR are neutropenia andor anemia They should be told of the 
extreme importance of having their Wood counts followed closely wh.le on therapy, especially for patients with advanced 
HIV disease. Patients should be advised of the importance of taking COMBIVIR as it is presenbed.

at exposures up to 10 times (mice) and 58 times (rats) those observed m humans at the recommendec।
Zidovudine: Zdovudme was administered orally at 3 dosage levefc to separate groups of mo! and rate <60 emales and 

60 rales m each group). Initial single daily doses were 30,60 and120 rngjo per day in mice and 80, SO; and MO mg/kg 
per day m rats The doses in mice were reduced to 20 30. and 40 mg/kg per day after day 90 because^ 
treatment-related anemia, whereas in rats only the high dose was reduced to 450 mg/kg per day on day 91 and then to 300 

m9|n9miad? lateSpeanng (after 19 months) vaginal neoplasms (5 nonmetastasizing squamous ceH carcinomas. 1 

squamous ceil pa^ltora. and 1 squamous polyp) occurred m animats given the Highest dose One ^e-appeanng 
squamous ce# papilloma occurred in the vagina of a middle-dose animal. No vaginal tumors were found at the fewest dose.

In rats 2 late-appeanng (after 20 months), nonmetastasizing vaginal squamous cell carcinomas otxurred m animals 
given the highest dose. No vaginal tumors occurred at the low or middle dose in rats. No other drug-related tumors were 

observed m either sex of either species
At doses that produced tumors in mice and rats, the estimated drug exposure (as measured by AUG) was approximately

3 times (mouse) and 24 times (rat) the estimated human exposure at the recommended therapeutic dose of 100 mg every

4 hTwo transplacental carcinogenicity studies were conducted in mice. One study administered zidovudine at doses of 

20 mota per day or -W makg per day from gestation day 10 through parturition and lactation with dosmg continuing m 
offspring for 24 months postnatatty The doses of z^ovudme employed n this study produced ziyvudine exposures 
approximately 3 times me estimated human exposure at recommended doses After 24 months at the highest dose an 
increase m incidence of vaginal tumors was noted with no increase m tumors in the liver or lung or any other organ in either 
qender These findings are consistent with results of the standard oral carcinogenicity study in rmcejis described earlier A 
second study administered zidovudine at maximum tolerated doses of 12.5 meyday or 25 mg/day (-1000 mgkg nonpregnant 
body weight or -450 mgkg of term body weight) to pregnant mce from days 12 through 18 of gestation. There was an 
increase in the number of tumors in the lung, liver, and female reproductive tracts in the offspring of mice receiving the 

higher dose level of zidovudine.
It is not known how predictive the results of rodent carcinogenicity studies may be for humans.
Mutagenicity Lamivudine: Lamivudine was negative m a microbial mutagenicity screen, m an m vitro ceu 

transformation assay, in a rat micronucieus test, in a rat bone marrow cytogenetic assay, and in an assay for unscheduled 
ONA synthesis in rat liver, ft was mutagenic in a LSITBY/DT’ mouse lymphoma assay and clastogemc in a cytogenetic 

assay using cultured human lymphocytes.
Zidovudine: Zidovudine was mutagenic in a L5178Y/TK+'’ mouse lymphoma assay, positive in an in vitro cell 

transformation assay clastogemc m a cytogenetic assay using cultured human lymphocytes, and positive m mouse and rat 
mcronucleus tests after repeated doses, it was negative m a cytogenetic study m rats given a single.dose

impairment of Fertility: Lamivudine: In a study of reproductive performance lamivudine administered to male and 
femaierats at doses up to 130 times the usual adult dose based on body surface area considerations, revealed no evidence 
of impaired fertility (judged by conception rates) and no effect on the survival, growth, and development to weaning of the 

^/Swur/ine’ Zidovudine administered to male and female rats at doses up to 7 times the usual adult dose based on body 

surface area considerations, had no effect on fertility judged by conception rates.

^OMBMR ^hereare^feSrouateand weKontroMed studies of COMBIVIR m pregnant women Reproduction studies 

with lamivudine and zidovudine have been performed in animals (see Lamivudine and Zidovudine sections below) 
COMBIVIR should be used dunng pregnancy only if the potential benefits outweigh the nsks.

Lammidine^lusZutovudine Administered As Separate Formulations: In 4 randomized, controlled tnals of EPIVIR 

300 mg per day plus RETROVIR 600 mg per day. the following selected clinical and laboratory adverse events were 

observed (see Tables 2 and 3).
Table 2: Selected Clinical Adverse Events (>5% Frequency) 

in 4 Controlled Clinical Trials With EPIVIR 300 mg/day and RETROVIR 600 mg/day

US Patent Nos 5 047 407 4,818,538:4,828,838;  4.724.232; 4,833.130; 4,837,208; 5,859,021 and 5.905,082

October 2000/RL-874 

Reterence. 1 Hammer SM. Squires Ke' Hughes MD. et al A controlled trial of two nucleoside analogues plus indinavir in persons with human immunodeficiency virus infection and CD4 cell counts of 200 per cubic millimeter 

or less. N Engl J Med. 1997;337:725-733.

EPIVIR plus
Current Therapy Current Therapy

(n = 460) (n = 896)

90(19.6%)
27(5.9%)

BRIEF SUMMARY

COMBIVIR® Tablets (lamivudine/zidovudine tablets)
The following is a brief summary only; see full prescribing information for complete product information.  

WARNING; ZIDOVUDINE, ONE OF THE TWO ACTIVE INGREDIENTS IN COMBIVIR. HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH HEMATOLOGIC TOXICITY INCLUDING NEUTROPENIA ANO SEVERE ANEMIA. PARTICULARLY PARENTS 
WITH ADVANCED HIV DISEASE (SEE WARNINGS) PROLONGED USE OF ZIDOVUDINE HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED 

Wl LACTIC* AcfoS* MmSEVERE HEPATOMEGALY WITH STEATOSIS, INCLUDING FATAL CASES HAVE BEEN 

REPORTED WITH THE USE OF NUCLEOSIDE ANALOGUES ALONE OR IN COMBINATION, INCLUDING LAMIVUDINE. 

ZIDOVUDINE. AND OTHER ANTIRETROVIRALS (SEE WARNINGS)._____________________________________________

INDICATIONS AND USAGE: COMBIVIR in combination with other antiretroviral agents is indicated for the treatment 

Oescnplioi^o'lClinical Studies: COMBIVIR: There have been no clinical tnals conducted with COMBIVIR. See CLINICAL 

PHARMACOLOGY for information about btoequivalence. One COMBIVIR Tablet given twice a day is an alternative regimen 
to EPIVIR Tablets 150 mg twice a day plus RETROVIR 600 mg per day in divided doses.

Lamivudine Plus Zidovudine: The NUCB3007 (CAESAR) study was conducted using EPIVIR 150-mg Tabtets (150 mg 
5! d, and RETROVIR 100-mg Capsules (2 x 100 mg 11 d l CAESAR was a multicenter doubte-Mind. placebo-controlled 
study comparing continued current therapy [zidovudine alone 162% of patientsi or zidovudine with didanosme or zatertabine 
<38% of patients)! to the addition of EPIVIR or EPIVIR plus an mvestigational non-nucieoside reverse transenptase mhiMor. 
random,ized 12.1 A total of 1816 HlV-mfected adults with 25 to 250 (median 122) CD4 a«s/mm at baseline wereenroiied: 
median age was 36 years. 87% were male. 84% were nucleoside-expenenced. and 16% were therapy-nawe. The median 
duration on study was 12 months. Results are summarized in Table 1.

Table 1: Number of Patients (%) With At Least 1 HIV Disease-Progression Event or Death

EPIVIR plus a 
NNRTI* plus 

Current Therapy 
(n = 460) 

41 (8.9%) 
14 (3.0%)

Endpoint

HIV progression or death

Neutropenia (ANC<750/mm!) 
Anemia (Hgb<8.0 g/dL) 
Thrombocytopenia (platelets<50.000/mm’) 
ALT (>5.0 x ULN) 
AST(>5.0xULN) 
Bilirubin (>2.5x ULN)

_______________Amylase (>2.0 x ULN)__________________

ULN - Upper limit of normal.
ANC - Absolute neutrophil count.

•Freauenaes°ofPthese laboratory abnormalities were higher in patients with mild laboratory abnormalities at baseline.

Observed During Clinical Practice: in addition to adverse events reported from clinical trials, 'he^foHowing evente have 

been identified during post-approval use of EPIVIR and/or STja
population of unknown size, estimates of frequency cannot be made These everts have been 'n®1^toSvS? °a combination of their seriousness frequency of reporting or potential causal connection to EPIVIR and/or RETROVIR

Endocnne and Metabolic: Hyperglycemia.
General: Sensitization reactions (including anaphylaxis), vasculitis. . nanr^airtK
Hepatobiliary Tract and Pancreas: Lactic acidosis and hepatic steatosis (see WARNINGS), pancreatitis. 

Musculoskeletal: Muscle weakness. CPK elevation, rhabdomyolysis

Nervous: Seizures.
Skin: Alopecia, erythema multiforme, Stevens-Johnson syndrome, urticana.

OVERDOSAGE:
COMBIVIR: There is no known antidot? for COMBIVIR  .
Lamivudine: One case of an adult ingesting 6 grams of lanwkne
and nematotogr tests remained normal It 6 not known whether lamivudine can be removed by pertoneal daf/srs or henodiaNsis 
ZidovudincAcute overdoses of zidovudine nave been reported in^ren^s
uo to 50 orams The only consistent findings were nausea and vomiting. Other reported occurrences included headache. 
Ouziness Drowsiness ’e!hargy confusion and 1 report of a grand mal seizure Hematologic changes were transient All 
oatients recovered Hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis appear to have a negligible effect on .he removal of zidovudine

DOSAGE AND A0MINISTRAR0N: /raommended oral dose of COMBIVIR for'adults and adolescents (at least 12 years

to «« requ.nng 
dosage adjustment such as those with reduced renal function (creatinine clearance <50 mL/mm) or those experiencing 

dose-limiting adverse events. ... ..

Glaxowdlcome
Lamivudine is manufactured under agreement from BioChem Pharma Inc. ResearcMria^qie^fo NC 27709 

Laval. Quebec. Canada

Pancreatitis was observed in 3 of the 656 adult patients (<0.5%) who received EPIVIR in controlled c 
Selected laboratory abnormalities observed during therapy are listed in Table 3.

Adverse Event

EPIVIR plus RETROVIR 
(n = 251)

Body as a whole Headache 
Malaise & fatigue 
Fever or chills

Digestive Nausea 
Diarrhea
Nausea & vomiting 13%
Anorexia and/or decreased appetite 10%

Abdominal pain 9%

Abdominal cramps 6% .

Dyspepsia 5% ______

Nervous system Neuropathy
Insomnia & other sleep disorders

12%
11%

Dizziness 10%
Depressive disorders 9%

Respiratory Nasal signs & symptoms 
Cough

20%
18% _

Skin Skin rashes 9%

Musculoskeletal Musculoskeletal pam 12%

Myalgia 8%

Arthralgia_________________________ 5%

Table 3: Frequencies of Selected Laboratory Abnormalities Among Adults 
in 4 Controlled Clinical Trials of EPIVIR 300 mg/day plus RETROVIR 600 mg/day

Test EPIVIR plus RETROVIR

_________________(Abnormal Level)_________________ %(n)
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health news
Medical implant could give women pleasure at push of a button

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.—A physician in North Carolina is working on a medical 
implant that could offer women the chance to experience orgasm at the push of a button, 
according to CNN. Stuart Meloy, the doctor seeking a patent for the device, thinks it could 
allow women with orgasmic dysfunction to resume normal sex lives. The device would 
work by implanting electrodes in the spine and a small signal generator in the skin under 
the buttocks. The patient could then control the sensation with a handheld remote control. 
"I was treating [a patient with] a chronic pain condition and generated a response I was not 
anticipating," Meloy said. The patient told Meloy of the reaction, and his experiments 
shifted from the study of pain to that of pleasure. Clinical trials could begin later this year 
if Meloy receives funding from a major medical implant manufacturer. The initial cost 
would be $15,000, not including the surgical procedures required to install the device.

Microbicides see limited development over profit, liability concerns
CHICAGO—A potential avenue of AIDS prevention, the creation of microbicide gels 

and creams that would kill HIV during sex, may be thwarted by troubles during experi­
mental trials, the Chicago Sun-Times reported. Microbicides would be especially valuable in 
fighting AIDS in Africa, where condom use is limited, and in some instances, during anal 
sex. "Ideally, women will one day be able to choose from among a wide range of microbi­
cides, as they now choose from among a range of contraceptives," according to a report by 
the Alan Guttmacher Institute, a think tank specializing in reproductive health issues. But 
most big drug companies aren't developing microbicides because they would be sold over- 
the-counter, where profits are lower and liabilities higher. A company could be sued, for 
example, if its microbicide failed to prevent an HIV infection, scientists said. One microbi­
cide being tested in Chicago is Pro 2000, which coats HIV, preventing if from entering and 
infecting human cells.

Mapping of genes could lead to secrets of genetic code, disease
WASHINGTON (AP)—Scientists released the results of the Human Genome Project, the map­

ping of the genes that comprise the human genetic code. "We are confirming Darwin," Sir John 
Sulston, who is spearheading the British end of the project, told Reuters on Feb. 12. One of the key 
uses of the project could be the ability to fight disease, since mutations in the genome either cause
or predispose at least 1,500 diseases. Cancer researcher 
Barbara J. Trask told Associated Press that cancer is currently 
treated as a "disease of the genome" with a "sledgehammer 
approach." But the information gleaned from the mapping 
could lead to treatments that address only the cancer and 
leave the rest of the body alone. The project could also lead to 
an understanding of why AIDS affects some people immedi­
ately while leaving others unaffected for years.

The recently released results of the Human Genome Project 
could unleash the secrets to diseases like AIDS, said 
researcher Sir John Sulston.

Feds slow experimental drug approvals spurred by 1992 law
NEW YORK—U.S. drug regulators took almost 40 percent more time in 2000 than they 

did in 1999 to approve new prescription drugs, Reuters reported. The U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration last year approved 27 medicines that have active ingredients never before 
sold in the country. Last year, the FDA took an average of 17.6 months to approve the exper­
imental drugs, compared with only 12.6 months for the 35 it approved in 1999. The slow­
down ended a seven-year streak of faster approval times that was spurred by passage of 
the Prescription Drug User Fee Act in 1992, which was actively lobbied for by AIDS 
groups. Janet Woodcock, head of the FDA's Center for Drug Evaluation & Research, said 
her agency last year met all of the goals imposed by the 1992 law, including reviewing half 
of all original new drug applications within 10 months. "The FDA has met all of our goals. 
In fact, we exceeded them," Woodcock said.

Drugs pulled from market posed greater risk to women, FDA says
WASHINGTON—A draft of a federal govemment report suggests that eight of 10 pre­

scription drugs that have been pulled from the market for safety reason since early 1997 
may have posed greater risks to women than to men, according to CNN. The General 
Accounting Office report points out that the withdrawal of a drug from the market is less 
a judgment on the safety of a particular drug, and more a judgment on the relative risks 
and benefits compared with available alternatives. Four of the eight drugs may have 
showed disproportionate levels of risk to women because they are more often prescribed 
for women. The GAO report noted that in four other cases where drugs were evenly pre­
scribed to men and women, physiological differences between the sexes may account for
the higher risks. The drugs in question range from appetite suppressants Pondimin and 

Redux, antihistamines Seldane and Hismanal, the 
heartbum drug Propulsid, and Lotronex, which 
was used to treat irritable bowel syndrome.

—From staff and wire reports

For more news, visit
www.houstonvoice.com1

Rehabilitation Exercise Specialists 
Working With You On Every Visit

Ed Kinser, 
Clinic Director

Progressive Resistance 
Exercise Therapy

w Myofascial Release
For Stress / Pain 

Management

KINETIC SPORTS CLINIC
AN HIV Life Enhancement Center

Now Accepting Medicare & Most Insurance.

CALL 713-349-9750

Progress Is Monitored 
With State Of The Art 
Medical Equipment

Nutritional Counseling 
With Easy To Follow 

Programs

w'

Monday to Friday 5 am - 10 pm

Saturday & Sunday 8 am - 8 pm

Let us show you 

how our program 

will work for you!

Our Reputation
is built on OUR MEMBERS!

Voted Un
in Customer Satisfaction!
4040 MILAM 77006 

(713)524-9932 f
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Bayou Calendar
Diana Ross
Gay-friendly icon and glam diva, Miss Ross 
goes country and appears at the Rodeo of all 
places. If she can scrap off the road apples 
from her ostrich boots, look for an appearance 
around 8:45 p.m., but that’s dubious.
Feb. 16, Reliant Astrodome, 8400 Kirby, 713- 
629-3700

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater
There’s no better way to celebrate Black 
History Month than Alvin Ailey’s jubilant 
“Revelations." It is a triumphant musical 
expression of the human spirit—glory and 
joy set to rousing black church music: spiri­
tuals, song-sermons, gospels, and holy 
blues. Choreographer Ailey’s finest work, it 
can be seen on every program of this com­
pany’s weekend visit. Other works on the 
programs include artistic director Judith 
Jamison’s “Divining." Ailey’s “Pas de Duke' 
to music by Duke Ellington, and Ulysses 
Dove’s “Episodes." Fabulous bodies, fabu­
lous dancing.
Feb. 16 & 18. 8 p.m.. Feb. 17, 2 p.m. Jones 
Hall 61SLouisiana 713-227-4SPA

Black Gays & Lesbians In History
An alternative view in celebrating Black 
History Month. If Michael Jackson is the only 
gay black man (or black woman, for that mat­
ter) you can think of, then this dialogue and 
history lesson is for you. Let’s see, we could 
talk about George Washington Carver, Alvin 
Ailey, Josephine Baker, Benjamin Benneker, 
Langston Hughes, Barbara Jordan, Lorraine 
Hansberry, James Baldwin, Billy Strayhorn, 
Bayard Rustin, Alice Walker, Ruth C. Ellis, 
Howard Rollins, Angela DavisZ
Feb 17, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Community Gospel 
Church 4305 Lillian 713-880-9235

Runt of the Litter
Once a pro-baller with the Houston Oilers 
(remember them?), then an actor appearing 
on “ER" and “The John Larroquette Show,' 
now Bo Eason’s a writer/actor in his own one- 
man show. He plays a professional football 
player who’s pitted against his brother in a 
pivotal championship game. However, dredg­
ing up family history makes this big galoot 
tackle the big questions about his sport, his 
dad, and his quest for fame. Whatever the out­

come, he’s got to be a better actor than 
Arnold, or O.J., or Greg.
Feb. 21-March 18, Stages Repertory Theatre, 
3201 Allen Parkway; Waugh at D’Amico, 713- 
527-8243

Five Poems & The Firebird
Two artistic directors of two of the best bal­
let companies, our own Ben Stevenson and 
National Ballet of Canada's James Kudelka, 
have created a memorable ear-and-eyeful 
for Houston Ballet's next program. 
Stevenson has taken Wagner’s lush 
Romantic “Wesendonck Lieder" and set it 
to lyric dancing, while Kudelka gives his 
characteristic cerebral spin to Stravinsky's 
sublime and magical score. Jane Seymour ‘ 
yes, Dr. Quinn Medicine Woman ‘ is a 
respected artist and has opened her paint 
box to design the Wagner in pastel cloud­
scapes. Veteran designer Santo Loquasto 
puts the fairy tale Firebird in the steamy 
jungles of Central America. The colors, the 
colors!
Feb. 22-March 4 , Houston Ballet Wortham 
Theater Center, 500 Texas 713-227-ARTS

Breakfast 
Club walks
>• Continued from Page 17
it catches on, it's going to become popular. 
The people who have called, they've gen­
uinely been very excited about it. 'Oh, cool, 
I can't wait.' They're very interested in it. 
I'm happy about that.

"We call it the Gay & Lesbian Breakfast 
Club, but I would love to have some 
straight people join us. I just want the gay 
and lesbian people to feel very welcome.

"As I was walking I would see people 
who I suspect were gay, but you can't go up 
and ask them. Yeah, our family's out here. 
So, surely there are other people who 
would want to do this with me," Brown

Gay & Lesbian Breakfast 
Club

Feb. 17, 8 a.m.
Memorial Park, tennis center 
1500 E. Memorial Loop Drive 
phone: 713-864-7299
Web site:

httpV/members.aol.com/morning 
club/gayfun3.htm#top

713-880-9191
233 BIRDSALL 

(BETWEEN MEMORIAL PARK & DOWNTOWN) 

M-F 6-10 • Sat 8-6 • Sun 10-6

Zr //Zf...
tjoid't-e- in?

/r it UiA yvH Mnt?

MUSCLE MECHANICS" 
PERSONAL. TRAINING STUDIO 

71 3 ■ 5 2 3 • 533 O 
BY APPOINTMENT. CALL NOW. 

617 Richmond .Avenue in Montrose

CMrating 25 years 
in the Community

Catholic ‘Mass Celebrated
Saturdays at 7:30pm

1307-^yale • 713-880-2872
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Spring theater preview, act II
Continued from Page 17 

singers don't seem to mind.

Encore Theatre
4816 Main Street 
713-527-8277
ANTIGONE, April 6-28

Founded in 1994 to provide quality theater 
to the inner-city and also as a training ground 
for aspiring professionals, Encore is going to 
give us all a run for our money with some dra­
matic productions, including this masterpiece 
from the very beginning of theater history.

Sophocles' tragedy defines the term: a har­
rowing tale of personal responsibility vs. the 
state, represented by an implacable Creon, 
whose need to be in control brings destruction 
to his family in the mother of all dramas.

Infernal Bridegroom 
Productions

Atomic Cafe 
1320 Nance Street 
ACTION and 
CHICAGO, Feb 
23-March 17

These one-acts 
give us a rare 
Houston opportuni­
ty to experience 
early Sam Shepard, 
when he was the 
downtown grunge 

voice of his generation, before he started play­
ing polo and hangin' with Jessica. When he 
was the John the Baptist of playwrights, crying 
in the wilderness, letting it all hang out, raw 
and powerful, if not always in control.

Stu, who's ensconced in a tub in Shepard's 
Obie-winning 1965 "Chicago," goes on lin­
guistic flights of fancy when his girlfriend 
announces she's leaving him to go to Chicago. 
Disjointed and in pain, he says whatever's in 
his head, no matter the situation. As he splash­
es in the water, Stu's stream-of-conscious 
monologues make sense. Life's unraveling, 
but you've still got to breathe.

"Action," from 1975, is a riff on identity, 
and an actor's godsend. Life as performance 
art is given full rein. "I'm looking forward to 
my life," one of the four misplaced characters 
says, "the way I picture me." But there's no 
escape from where the/ve come. It's all part of 
the baggage they can't escape.

Little Room Downstairs
2332 Bissonnet 
713-522-5737
VISITING MR. GREENE, through March 17

Oy, what a nice play. Jeff Baron's two char­
acter comedy/drama has the warm, comfort­
ing smell of chicken soup. There's so much, in 
fact, that we start clucking.

This feel-good matzo ball of a play, 
designed to leave us uplifted and better off for 
it, is beautifully acted and smoothly directed, 

SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY 

FOR 19 YEARS!

cn
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a

eroticattire.com 

basicbrothers.com

CLEARANCE SALE 
SELECTED ITEMS 

UPTO 
75% OFF

1232 Westheimer • Houston, Texas 77006
713.522.1626 • Mon-Sat 10-9, Sun 12-6

s
i
cn

OUR MEN S STORE

but it's so squishy and shameless we don't 
want to pinch its cheeks so much as smack it. 
Get tough, scream out, do something! But it 
won't; it just plods.

You can guess its inevitable conclusion 
from the get-go, and the shocking revelations 
are handled with all the emotional depth of a 
sit-com. There's a gritty, much better play con­
tained within, but Baron doesn't want to write 
it. He'd rather lull than shock, please than dis­
turb. At the fade out, the two men wait anx­
iously for the door to open so Mr. Green's age- 
old family conflict can finally resolve. It 
wouldn't surprise us in the least if Molly 
Goldberg waddled in.
DISPARATE INGREDIENTS, March 16 - 
April 21

Now, this sounds promising. A world pre­
miere musical by Richard Laub, LRD's artistic 
director, about a big city mayoral election, an 
ultra-conservative politico, his gay-but-closet­
ed spin doctor and his illegitimate son. Any 
city we know?
THE WISDOM OF EVE, May 25-June 30

Mary Or's "Cosmopolitan" short story 
from 1946, the basis for Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz's truly classic cinematic fable of 
fame, "All About Eve," comes to the stage with 
its original venom still wet and potent enough 
to inflict psychic damage. If the coruscating 
humor and sophisticated deviltry of the film is 
halfway realized, then Eve's wisdom will be 
imparted to satisfied full houses. Fasten your 

seatbelts.

Main Street Theater
713-524-6706

Without question, the only Equity theater 
in town with two separate buildings (their 
small Village location and their Chelsea 
Market space for larger works), Main Street 
Theater delights with diversity.
THE COUNTESS, through February 25,2540 
Times Blvd.

To paraphrase Giotto, Gregory Murphy's 
play is no oil painting. He takes the impasto 
and the bold brush strokes and the erotic col­
oring of one of Victorian England's most scan­
dalous trios and turns the whole shocking 
affair into a pencil sketch, blanching the life out 
of it

In 1853, John Ruskin, England's preemi­
nent art critic (and admirer of very, very young 
girls, although this juicy tidbit is barely picked 
at) invited studly pre-Raphaelite painter John 
Millais to join him and his young bride on a 
trip to Scotland where Ruskin would impart 
his considerable knowledge to tine impression­
able artist. What got impressed instead was 
Ruskin's nubile bride and the painter. 
Repressed Victorian England wasn't prepared 
for a messy picture like this.

Sexual hypocrisy, repression and priggish 
conformity vs. a woman's emancipation, great 
art and an unconsummated wedding night. 
Enough good stuff for any drama.

AJMever a cover A

JP (21 JP

DRINK SPECIALS 8:00-10:00PM

$1.00$1.50

1417-B Westheimer • Houston • 713.522.5166

OPEN WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY 
BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW. FREE!!

WELL DRINKS • LONGNECKS • DRAFT BEER • NEON GLO SHOTS 
$2.00

COME PARTY WITH OUR GORGEOUS GLOW GIRLS & 

GLOW STUDS ON BOTH DANCE FLOORS!

Im

$2.00
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www.edwina.eom
The Funnest lesbian and Gay Online Dating Service in the Galaxy?

TM

Edwina Features include:
• Multiple Matching Profiles
• Multiple Photos
• Private Photos
• More Matching Control
• Improved Mail Feat ures

“Fun” - The Advocate 
“Cool Site?” - Yahoo 

“Best online matchmaker”
- HX Magazine
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on screen FILM, VIDEO & TV REVIEWS

by STEVE WARREN

You are who you eat
A fictional sequel and 
an original documentary 
both offer a unique 
perspective on life

When Hannibal Lecter (Anthony Hopkins), 
the thinking person's Freddy Kreuger, 
announces, "I need to come out of retirement 
and return to public life," fasten your seat belts!

It's ten years after "The Silence of the 
Lambs." The FBI is still after Lecter but so is 
his sole surviving victim, filthy and rich 
Mason Verger (Gary Oldman), who lives in 
Asheville's Biltmore Estate.

What's left of Verger's face is horrible to 
behold. A flashback shows how he got that 
way when he picked Lecter up one night 
and brought him home to party.

HANNIBAL is the ideal sequel, familiar 
yet different. Jodie Foster is sorely missed as 
FBI Agent Clarice Starling, although 
Julianne Moore is as good as any substitute 
could have been. Ridley Scott ("Gladiator") 
fares better, replacing Jonathan Demme as 
director and keeping production values 
first-class all the way.

A bisexual woman character has been 
dropped from Thomas Harris' source novel, 
but Verger is gay and the Justice Department's 
Paul Krendler (Ray Liotta) homophobic; so the 
villain roster offers something for everyone 
and GLAAD will still have plenty to bitch 
about. Hannibal's Panama hat makes him look 
rather like Truman Capote, but his madness is 
beyond sexuality.

If you have a problem with Verger cut­
ting off his own face while high on poppers 
and swinging from a noose, forget about 
seeing the movie. Like "Silence of the 
Lambs" it's not for the faint of heart or 
stomach, but it's done with more than 
enough grace notes to distinguish it from 
the typically cheesy movies of the genre.

So many, in fact, that you have to be 
patient while the plot is set in motion; but 
know that your patience will be rewarded.

Clarice gets in trouble when a drug bust 
goes bad. Krendler, a misogynist as well as a 
homophobe, is sent to help with damage con­
trol. Verger, who wants to administer his own 
justice to Lecter, offers a reward that Italian 
police detective Giancarlo Giannini goes after; 
but Verger also rekindles the FBI's interest in 
one of their Ten Most Wanted, who has been 
laying low for a decade.

Memorable sequences become more 
numerous as we approach the climactic 
dinner-table scene: Lecter lecturing on the 
link between avarice and hanging in art as 
Giannini nears his date with destiny; the 
three-way cat-and-mouse game at .Union 
Station; Lecter's encounter with wild boars 
as carnivorous as he is; and his strange rela­
tionship with Clarice that makes her want 
to protect him even as she hunts him down.

Moore lacks Foster's vulnerability and 
faces more competition than her predecessor, 
uith Hopkins' role being much larger and

O 
LL 
z

'Hannibal'
Directed by Ridley Scott
Starring Anthony Hopkins, Julianne 

Moore, Gary Oldman
Queer Quotient: There's one despicable 

gay character but he's not as bad as 
the killer in 'Silence of the Lambs,' and 
for balance there's a homophobe 
who's almost as unpleasant.

Anthony Hopkins suffers hunger pangs in 
'Hannibal/

★★★

Oldman making Verger a compelling weirdo.
"Hannibal" must be considered a suc­

cess if only because it's not too great a 
disappointment.

A heady mix of politics and provocative, 
LIVE NUDE GIRLS UNITE! documents a 
Jewish lesbian's effort to unionize a San 
Francisco peepshow while trying to keep 
her mother from learning what she does for 
a living. Julia Query, who co-directed with 
Vicky Funari, guides us amiably through her 
life, which also serves as fodder for her 
stand-up act in a queer cabaret.

Raised in a liberal New York household, 
Julia moved to San Francisco and became 
involved in the sex industry, writhing at a 
peepshow, the Lusty Lady, which had better 
working conditions than most but still 
exploited its workers.

"1 wondered why I could tell my mom 
I was gay but not a stripper," Julia says; but 
she finally comes out during the months of 
negotiations for a union contract. Her being a 
lesbian is no more an issue than it is a secret.

In addition to more humor than the 
average documentary about labor conflicts, 
"Live Nude Girls Unite!" includes more— 
well, live nude girls; but the nudity is often 
casual and more artistic than exploitative. 
Query's involvement in the story ensured 
that the camera was always in the right 
place at the right time.

Equally importantly, Query, Funari and 
their crew knew how to assemble the 
footage they got in a way that's amusing, 
entertaining, informative and provocative.

'Live Nude Girls Unite!'
Directed by Julia Query & Vicky Funari 
Starring Julia Query, Dr. Joyce Wallace 
Queer Quotient: More feminist than les­

bian, but writer-producer-director-star 
Query is out and proud.

★ ★★

THEATRE NEW WEST

Laughter was never this nasty!1

Now through Feb.24
Fri. & Sat 8 p.m. 

THEATRE NEW WEST 
1415 California St. 

(Located on the ground floor of 
the Sonoma Restaurant Bldg.) 

Reservations: 713-394-0464
Tickets: $20.00

"...a side splitting, 
pants-ripping, 
riotously raunchy 
delight."

-Texas TrianglePiRTV 
UTTLC 
SHOWTUNeS!

1997 Tom Orr

Maranatha Fellowship MCC
1311 Holman

(across from HCC-Downtown Campus)
meets in the home of Central Congregational Church

6:30pm Sunday Evenings

Sermon Series: “WHAT GOD DID TO W1N YOUR HEART" 
(Based on Max Lucado’s book *‘He Chose the Noils”)

February 18"' “Compassion: Rev. Janet Parker
A Way of Living Together”

February 25"' “God Gives You A Choice” Rev. Janet Parker

Please Join Us For Evening Services And Experience 
The Love That Maranatha Fellowship MCC Has To Offer!

Church Service begins at 6:30pm and 
nursery is available for small children. 
Mid-week "Home Group" services on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

For more info...
713-528-6756 or email 
maranatha @ evl.net

Our Church Can Become Your Home! Give Us A Try! 
We Would Love To Have You Visit Anytime!

Maranatha
Fellowship.

Metropolitan

Community Church

‘A Bbtnting churcti tuning i UbtraOng God '
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I JBIACI!
HAWK

LEA1HER

i Montrose
Inn

Galveston 
Mar di Gras
6ay Bus Trip 2001
In 1979, The Ripcord and the original Barn 
began these yearly party bus trips for 
Galveston's big Mardi Gras Saturday parade. 
The Ripcord has continued the tradition 
every year since. So join us for the 23rd 
time! For just $30 ($40 on day of departure 
if seats available) you get a continental 
breakfast, a genuine leather Mardi Gras 
mask from Blackhawk Leather, a party bus 
to Galveston, an afternoon of Galveston fun, 
the Big Parade at dusk, and a speedy bus 
ride back to Houston ahead of the other 
returning crowds! It’s a deal!
TICKETS NOW ON SALE 
RIPCORD, 715 Fairview, 1pm-2am 
MARY’S, 1022 Westheimer, 7am-2am 
BLACKHAWK LEATHER, 
3814 S. Shepherd, 10am-6pm 
Or ORDER BY PHONE with CREDIT 
CARD 713-520-0206

2 BUSES, SAT, FEB. 24, 
1 from Ripcord, 1 from Mary's

HOUSTON

community
Saturday, february 17
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 713-526-5738.

Q-Patrol walks the streets 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.

Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 
713-528-6665.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call for ride locations. 713- 

863-1860.
Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.

Rainbow Fishing Oub. Meeting. 713-526-7070.

Houston Faerie Circle. Meeting. 2 p.m. 713-533-0150.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Southwest Center. 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 281-633-2555 & Conroe 936^41-1614.

CPR Classes. Noon. 713-607-7700.

Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center Drop-in hours noon 
to 4 p.m. • Gay Broadcast Network rehearsals. Noon. • Positive 

Art Workshop Photography exhibition. 803 Hawthorne. 713-528-3818.

Asians & Friends. Pot Luck dinner & Game night 713-626-6300.

Center for AIDS. "Probing HIV's Elusive Activities Within the Cell 

Host." 713-527-8219.
Psychic Fair and Health Expo. 10 a.m. 713-932-7224.

Houston Outdoor Group. Memorial Park Walk. 281-437-0636.

Houston Area Bears. Social at Mary's. 713-867-9123.

Oassic Chassis Car Club. Winter Beach Party. 713-797-8615.

Sunday, february 18
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals meets. 713-942- 
7002.
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 713-869-1686.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite Eucharist I 7:45 a.m.;
Holy Rite Eucharist II 8:55 a m.; Education hour 10 a.m.; Choral 
Eucharist 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.

Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. Service. 6:30 p.m. 
713-528-6756.
Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
School 10 a.m. Youth Sunday School 11:15 a m. HandbeU Choir 
'ehearsal 1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.

Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. Service 
10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Sunday School for 
children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org.

Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 a.m. 713-529-8225.

Covenant Church. Ecumenical. Liberal Baptist. Service 9:30 a.m. & 
education hour 11 a.m. 713-668-8830.

Bering Memorial United Metho^jst Church Services at 8:30 a.m. 
& 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.

The Women’s Group. Meeting & Discussion. 10:45 a.m. 713-529-8571.

Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St. Service 
10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.

First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 10 a.m. 
Christian Education. 11:30 p.m. 713-468-9543 pr fcc-houston.org.

Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum 10 a.m. Service 11 
a.m. 713-686-5876.
Gay Catholics of St. Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m. worship service. 
Dinner and social. alexcamOwt.net. 713-623-0930

Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation: Adult discussion 
9:45 a.m. Service 11 a.m. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.
First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Brunch available 10:30 a.m. Panel Discussion: Bisexuality. 1:30 
p.m. 713-526-5200. churchOfirstuu.org.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 

713-692-2703.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center Drop-in hours 2 to 4 
p.m. • Justice Rainbow. Meeting and pot luck. 6 p.m. • Positive 
Art Workshop Photography exhibition. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3418.

PFLAG-Woodlands. & PFLAG-Galveston. 2 p.m. 713-867-9020.

monday, february 19
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support group. 8 p.m. 
www.GayFathers-Houston.org or 281-505-1788.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830-3000.

HIV testing. STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 1 p.m. to 6:15 

p.m. 713-626-2837.
Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

936-441-1614.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show. 8 to 10 p.m. KPFT 90.1. 713- 

529-1223.
AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.

Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, 
Ext. 208.
gayDAR. Wellness community. Support Group. 7 p.m. 713-526- 
1017, Ext. 211.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours from 
6 to 9 p.m. Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition • 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

tuesday, february 20
For Mature Audiences Only. Support group. 7 p.m. Bering 
Memorial UMC. 713-526-1017.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Club 

Houston. 713-830-3000.
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support Group. 7 p.m 713- 
524-0439.

4
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calendar
Bering Support Network Lunch Bunch Gang 11 a.m. 713-526-1017. 

Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mt. Vernon. 713-526-8390. 

Men's Network. Discussion group for social, educational develop­
ment of gay and bisexual men. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling 
Center 713-529-0037

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.

CPR Classes. 3 p.m. 713-607-7700.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition. • Lesbian 
Coming Out Group.; 7 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Wednesday, february 21
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 2015 
Thomas Street 713-793-4026

STD Exams & treatment; HIV Testing. Free. AVES. Free. AVES. 713- 
626-2837.

Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mary's. 
Venture-N & EJ's. 713-830-3000.

BiNet Houston. 7:30 p.m. Women s Social. 713-467-4380

Women's Network Montrose Counseling Center Discussion 
group for social, educational development of gay and bisexual 
women. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037. 

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.

Project: Caesar. Workshops. AFH. 3203 Weslayan. 713-623-6796.

Out Skate Rollerskating Club. 8 to 10 p.m. 8075 Cook Road 281- 
933-5818

Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom 
7 p.m. 713-880-0670.

Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal. 713-526-6665. 

Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m, Bible Study 7:30 p.m. Resurrection 
MCG 713-861-9149.

Freelance Art Classes by Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ individuals. 1 
to 4 p.m. Lunch provided. 713-523-9530.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. 713-523-3037.

Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 Yale. 713-527-0931. 
www.houstonprideband.org.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
Various Support Groups 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition • Free 
HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic 6 to 9 p.m. • Community 
meeting 7 p;m. • 713-524-3818.

Free HIV testing. Northwoods AIDS Coalition. 1 p.m. 936-441-1614. 

Face Mapping. CenterPoint. 713-932-7224.

thursday, february 22
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston Open rehearsal. 7 p.nj. 4807 San 
Felipe. 713-521-7464

Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom. 
7 p.m. 713-880-0670

Hep C Recovery. Support Group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, Ext. 211.

STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837

Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Toyz 
Disco. 713-830-3000.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.

Lambda Skating Club skates. 8 p.m. Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 
www.lambdaroll.org. 713-410-7215.

FrontRunners. Running Club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.

HIV Art Course Program 1 to 4 p.m. Kermit Eisenhut. 713-524-9530.

Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000

Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235 or 
www.communitygospel.org.

HIV Testing. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.

Houstorr Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition • Bi-Net 
mixed gender social. 7:30 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Great Wall of China. Adoption workshop. 713-301-7276.

Family to Family Adoption. Workshop. 6:30 p.m. 713-249-5941.

friday, february 23
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) 
Meeting. 713-942-7002.

Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. Rich's. 
713-830-3000.

STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830-3000.

Q-Patrol walks the streets. 9 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.

Kolbe Project. Morning Prayer. 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.

Positive Art Workshop. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer. 713-526-1118.

Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM. 7 p.m. 713-526-5738.

Mishpachat Alizim Shabbat Services. 8 p.m. 713-748-7079.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition. • 
Lesbians Movie Night. "Fried Green Tomatoes." 7 p.m. 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Kolbe Project. Movie Night. 7 p.m. 713-861-1800.

To list an event, call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529S490, fax at 713-S29- 
9531, or e-mail editor^houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Friday at 5 p.m.

Ensemble will host a Black 

Heritage Concert. This year we 

will feature the music and ministry 

of Rev. Prentice Minner.

RESURRECTION
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 

2025 W. 1 1th St. @ T.C.Jester 
713-861-9149 0 www.resurrectionmcc.org

ror tnu titui

Resurrection MCC s Gospel 
■

Sundaij, February 25,2001 at 6pm
For the fifth consecutive year the

Montrose 
Softball League

Invites you to

Recruitment Day 2001
/agL Sunday. February 25lh 

10am until 2pm 
Tim Hearn Field’

Come play soffball. receive information, enjoy a 
hotdog, meet various members, and join the Montrose 

Softball League for an experience of a lifetimell

Beginner • Recreational • Competitive Levels

Cal! 713-867-3913 or visit our website 
www.montrosesoftballleague.com for more information

’ Located at Jackson Hill and Memorial Dr. (north side). Just west of Waugh Dr.

‘ Rain out day will be held Sunday. March 4,h • Call or visit website for details

FREE Reasons Why ¥oi< 
Should Buy from Premier

m Houston1450 West
Parkway North

713.465.8883 
12220 Murphv Road 

281.575.8500

i FREE PHONE & ACCESSORIES 1 
। Includes a Motorola 3682 phone, a Stay Safe Hands-Free Headset, | 
1 a Free In-Car Quick Charger, and a Genuine Leather Case.

। M2.92 in Total Savings with this Coupon! premier '
I ridAawsonssSubrccQwji'Wtcu’***1*'^r-SlowOrly. CoupeeExyrw|3GW MniHP D URDtl tOC '

1 CouponMJltBdPT«»rtedMir«dPurcNm SeePrwwPsyTjincWretessb■ CoroeWDwvs HlblNa & WIKtUdd

r Premier 
PAGING S WIRELESS 
We Make Communication Simple. 

wvvw.callpremier.com

and
TOTALLY FREE WEEKENDS' 

600 Anytime Minutes and 500 Free 
Nationwide Weekend Minutes Only

99
per month 

plus tax
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Classifieds
Announcements
I am tired of this fat! • I will lose 
it • I will take yours off too • Big 
rewards • Big pain for cheating • 
Lose 80 pounds in 40 weeks • 
832.969.3888_______ _______
Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club 
now forming • Walk Memorial 
Park 8:00 AM every Saturday 
morning • 3 Mile track • then 
head to breakfast al Hava hava 
Cafe at 911 11th Street • Call 
713.861 9149 or see our website: 
http://members.aol.com/morn- 
ingclub/index.htm_____ _
Youth Empowerment Advocates 
of Houston, an outreach center 
for homeless youth, is seeking 
the following donations: cloth­
ing, hygine supplies, towels, 
books, videos and backpacks • 
Call Andrea 713.523.9324
Bill O’Rourke (AKA Daddy 
Blade) has moved, but his phone 
number remains the same. 
713.864.2233 • Now near St. 
Thomas Clinic______________
The:'Spay* *&  Neuter Assistance 
Program (SNAP) will provide 
FREE spaying, neutering, rabies 
vaccination and Houston city 
license for animals belonging to 
qualifying low income dog & 
cat guardians • Call 
713.522.2337 for qualifications, 
locations or more information.

MIDTOWN SPA HOUSTON 
Apply in person • Start at $6.50 
per hour ___

BOOKKEEPER
Accounting experience required
• Knowledge of Quyickbooks
and Excel required • Flexible 
working hours • Please fax 
resumes to: PWA Coalition, 
Attn: Executive Director, 
713.522.2674____________ _

CHANCE OF A LIFETIME
SOUTH BEACH

Now accepting resumes/appli- 
cations • Preliminary screening 
for potential positions as 
Management Trainees • DJs/VJs
• Lighting Technicians •
Promotions/Marketing for a 
multi-million dollar dance club 
in Houston •Experienced, inter­
ested persons call Jim 
McDermaid at 713.521.0107 M- 
W-F, 1-5 PM •Additional infor­
mation 713.529.SOBE 
Nightingale ADC offers free 
employment assistance to HIV+ 
individuals • Including job pre­
paredness training, resume 
development, job search assis­
tance • For more informations 
call 713.981.1543___________
ROMAN HAIR SALON 
Independent Cosmetology 
Barber Stylist with clientele to 
least space • Montrose area • 
Frank 713.522.2263 or 
713.522.8576 ’Very Reasonable 
The Club Houston is now 
accepting applicatins for 
Certified Personal Trainers • 
Apply in person at 2205 Fannin 
or at www.the-clubs.com ___

FULL TIME

RECEPTIONIST
Candidate must be well-organ­
ized, detail oriented, computer 
literate, have a courteous phone 
demeanor and be able to work in 
a fast-paced service company • 
Knowledge of QuickBooks and 
MSWord is essential • Smoke 
free environment • Please fax 
resume to 713.524.2643 • 
Monday through Friday, Sam to 
5pm

QUIT SMOKING!
Volunteers needed for research 
study using hand-held computer at 
the University of Texas M.D 
Anderson Cancer Center. Free nico- 
tine patches! Call 713-792-2265 _

BAY AREA GAYS
Is a new social group in the 
greater Clear Lake area for 
“young-ish” gay men (ages 20- 
40) • Call 281.488.0537

PARTY RENTAL HALL
Parties, meeting, ceremonies, 
fundraising • Montrose location
• Big laser/fog dance floor • 
Mahogany bar • Walk-in cooler
• Game room • Free parking • 
Security • DJ included • Rental 
proceeds donated to local AIDS 
charity  713.521.1613*

Employment________
Fgaymen's chorus! 

■ OF HOUSTON SEEKING." 
I ARTISTIC DIRECTOR J

The Gay Men's Chorus of [

I
 Houston is now accepting j 

applications for the ;
salaried part-time positionE 

of Artistic Director. L

To request an application 4 
(packet, please visit ►

www.gmch.org/adsearch | 
f Or call 713-927-3129 ■

800 PACIFIC
Houston’s top gay nightclubs are now 
accepting applications for managers, 

management trainees, bartenders door 
and floor staff Offering Houston’s best 

benefits package, including group 
health insurance.

JR.’s BAR & GRILL
Is looking for honest, self-motivat­
ed and customer service-oriented 

individuals who want to join a 
winning team. To join our family 

of clubs, apply Wednesday through 
Friday between I pm and 5 pm at 

804 & 808 Pacific 
A recent photo is required. 

NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE.

CENTRAL MARKET 
The planet’s premier fresh food 
market, is opening this spring i 
Houston • We’re looking for 
people who are really into food • 
The pay is good - $8.50 to 
$16.00 hourly - as are the bene­
fits: cooking classes, endless 
tastings, and the chance to be 
tryly creative • Call 866- 
FRESH-JOB_____________
Nice Feet need love, pedicure, 
more • There may be a job here 
for you • 832.969.3888
National Labor Law Consulting 
Company expanding needs 
additional inside salesmen, sell­
ing labor law posters • Great 
working environment • Hourly + 
commission • 713.690.5676
Plumber Apprentice • New light 
commercial • Career oriented 
only • Home phone, dependable, 
transportation required • 
Pearland based • Call 
281.692.9304 or 281.686.9467

DJ/VJ NEEDED
For part-time position at EJ's • 
Apply in person to Tony • No 
phone calls, please * 2517 Ralph 

Licensed Massage
MASSAGE THERAPY

AT IT’S FINEST!
Swedish • Deep Tissue • Sports 
• Reflexology • Don’t settle for 
less • In/Out, Hotels, 7 Days • 
Nationally certified • Jeff 
(RMT#016074 • 713.825.4062

JOB STRESS?
Tough workouts? • Call now to 
make your appointment for a 
relaxing, therapeutic Swedish 
massage • Bodybuilder & 
Licensed Massage Therapist • 
Randal #005930»713.529.3348

FOR ACTIVE MEN 
Your time for personal atten­
tion! • Full Body Swedish 
Massage • Jose #17316 • 

713.397.8286 ___________

LET YOURSELF GO! 
Relax to an hour of Swedish 
Massage • (MT#013700) • 
Dewayne • 713.521.0654

PATRICK!
Swedish Massage by Patrick • 
Relaxation • Myotherapy • Deep 
Tissue • MT#024589 • 1 1/2 
Hours $50 • 713.807.7109

Moving Services
www.ahoustonmover.com

Chuck French 
TXDOT#534438B 

713.861 1212 • 281.536.8530

Pets_______________
Miniature Spits/Shiba-INUJ 
Puppies • 4-9 weeks old • All 
colors • Shots & wormed • $35- 
$75 • 281.585.2123__________

Products & Services
EROTIC WEAR!

Huge variety of men’s sexy 
wear at Basic Brothers • 1232 
Westheimer • 713.522.1626 • 
www.eroticattire.com

Professional Services
LANDSCAPING

Spring Beds • Shrubs • Color • 
Reasonable •713.861.9949 
Intuitive Counseling! • Reiki 
Master Teacher Bill O'Rourke 
uses Reiki.Tarot, Role Playing 
and Guided Meditation (and 
teaching same) to help you! • 
713.864.2233

BODY BY VINNY 
www.hometown.aol .com/ital ianopro 
• email: italianfitness@yahoo.com 
Residential Cleaning • House 
Sitting • Pet Sitting - "Pets love 
their own home, even when you 
can't be there." • Established 
1995 • Call Loyal 713.942.8816

BODY WAXING 
FOR MEN

Personal grooming by Dale • 
Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist • Private 
Location in Montrose • Call for 
appointment 713.529.5952.

Real Estate For Sale

WESTBl RY GARDENS
CONDOS

FOR SMI

• Very large upstairs condo in the "Spanish 

Courtyard" • 1413 if • New ceramic tile in 

most rooms • 5 appliances (refrigerator new), 

2 lull baths (one w/built-in cabinets), 3 walk 

in dosets, large kitchen with a window & 

pantry, large balcony • Must be seen Io be 

appreciated • Only 535,000

• 2 Bedroom, 1 1/2 Both lownhouse for 

investor • Excellent tenant paying $750/mo • 

1 1/2 yean left on lease • In beautiful court

yard w/fenced patio • $40,000

• 2 Bedroom, I Bath unfurnished flats • 

About 850 sf • Good condition • Upsfoin &

downstairs • One with washer/dryer • 

$29,000

FOR LEAS!

Several 1 Bedroom flats • $450 $600/mo • 

AH refurbished, some with wosher/dryers or 

connections

Call Lyn, oa-sito Ageist, for a showing

713-729-9316

Real Estate For Rent

All NEW?
• Near Intercontinental Airport

•Value packed apartment homes for 
the luxury shopper

• Please call us today for information 
on our outstanding specials

281-820-9342 
www.cityview-apts.com

Heights: 1/1 • Covered parking • 
427 W. 17th • $450 + $250 
deposit & utilities 
Owner/Agent 832.256.9945

MARVELOUS 
MONTROSE/

MUSEUM AREA
Fabulous fifties recently reno­
vated 1 bedroom in quiet little 
complex • Large closets, securi­
ty gate, on-site laundry, assigned 
parking • $525 + bills, deposit & 
lease • No dogs • 509 West Main 
•Call Neal at713.9190462

HEIGHTS GARAGE 
APARTMENT

Vaulted ceilings, 1 bedroom, 
washer/dryer, Saltillo tile in 
kitchen, covered parking • 
$550/mo + dep • 713.861.9949 
or 713.467.1333

MONTROSE
Second floor 1 bedroom/1 bath 
apartment in large home • 
Utilities paid • Laundry privi­
leges • $570/mo + $200 dep • 
Call Frank 713.522.2263 or 
713.522.8576_______________

Roommates
SEAWALL VIEW

GWM seeks roommate to share 
Galveston-seawall townhouse • 
Best location • $300/mo + $300 
deposit + 1/2 utilities • David 
409.939.5794
290/1960 Area • $400/mo, utili- 
ties included • Share kitchen & 
laundry • 281.897.9840

290/610 LOOP AREA
Large bedroom in house with 
pool • Privacy fence around 
property • $395/mo, all bills 
paid • Call 713.290.0353

Travel____________
Hollyood @ Galveston 

The Island’s 1st Gay Resort 
Clothing Optional 
Complimentary Breakfast/Happy 
Hour • Seawall at 31st • 
409.750.8900 • 1.888.899.0899 • 
www.galveston.com/hollywood

How long has it been 
since you’ve been to 

Paradise 
Guest House?

...Well, That’s just too long!
• impressive rooms

• lush tropical gardens
• walk to beaches, bars & 

restaurants
Accepting Reservations 

409-762-6677
TOLL FREE 1-877-919-6677 

2317 Ave. P • Galveston 
www.galveston.com/paradise 

email: paradise@galveston.com
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Call 713-529-8490 
for Directory Ad Sales

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

Alignments 
Brakes

713-526-3723
1411 Taft Houston,TX. 77019

Automotive 
Services

American a Foreign
TAFT STREET 

AUTO

1307 Fairview 
(3 blocks west of Montrose) 

713-529-1414

Llcclrrcul Repair 
Complete Brake* 
Tune-Up

___ Major or Minor Repair

THf VRf PIACI
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

Auto Repair & Service

YOUR NEW VOICE ON THE WEB

visit us on-line today at 
www.houstonvoice.com

to sign up for a weekly email preview, 
send your address to editor@houstonvoice.com

m sice

lil.llMtJil 
voice

- — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 1

Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490 [
TO PLACE AN AD: I
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL Mail completed order ।
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490.
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL kcooke@houstonvoice.com
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation.
Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON i

H PICK Y ouk” 
U CATEGORY

FREE": Call for guidelines 
HIV Services & Education 
Volunteers 
Non-Profit Organizations
•First 20 words

INDIVIDUAL RATE $10:
Announcements
Auditions
Employment-Seeking
Pets-Free or Lost & Found
Roommates
Personal Websites

BUSINESS RATE $18:
Auto Repair
Business Opportunities
Entertainment
Help Wanted
Help Wanted-Seeking
Home Improvement
Items For Sale
Licensed Massage
Moving Services
Professional Services
Real Estate For Rent
Real Estate For Sale

Call 713-529-8490 

for other categories

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

CATEGORY:

2
# OF ISSUES:

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces 

TOTAL YOUR COST ।
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES I

I
I

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS I
Up to 20 words for $7.00 per week. Additional words at 50c each per week. ।

Up to 20 words: $10.00 ।
Additional words x 50<: I

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  I
Subtotal: x # of issues I

Total $ I

BUSINESS RATE ADS
 Up to 20 words for $18.00 per week.

  Additional words x 75< per word (per week);
Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

 Subtotal: x # of issues
Total $

 
I

 Name:  ।
Address:  I
City State Zip 1  

 Phone
 Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC  VISA

Card It Exp. / ।
 Signature I
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Occasions
Birthdays
CCCC members Jim P. (2/16) and 
Kim L. (2/21) mbtor in happy 
birthdays this week.

Asians & Friends members Bill R. 
(2/17) and Lynett E. (2/21) open 
their birthday fortune cookies this 
week.

Kevin M. of the Houston Area 
Bears is looking for a big bear hug 
on his Feb. 18 birthday.

Kool Kat Kyle kisses in his birth­
day on Feb. 21.

Party animal and all-around great 
guy Allan Nelson of Kinetic Sport 
pumps it up for his Feb. 22 birth­
day.

Anniversaries
Wild Bill Eason and Stephen 
Parker celebrate seven years 
together on Feb. 19.

Lovable and cuddly Pooh Bear 
smiles in a birthday on Feb. 22.

This is Beenie, who is available for adoption at 
the Houston Humane Society. To adopt, email 
pr@houstonhumane.org or call 713.434.5555.

fuStciiSh
Di.Uton af Brook* Ballitd I nd nt trio*, Joe.

S WILLEY-HUDSON

•MBE

couxueu. BANKCRU

Call 713-529-8490 
for Directory Ad Sales

STAN FORD 
713-520-8888

k Each office is
■ independently
T>wned and operated

Professional 
Services

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Richard W. Fletcher I

• Neck/Back Pain
• Auto/Work Injury

• Medicare/Medicaid

1245 Yale • 713-862-3897 
In The "Heights" at 13th & Yale

lYale is 1 Block West of and parallel to HEIGHTS BLVD !

We buy anything of value! 
Antiques, Estates, Furniture, Collectibles, 

Jewelry, Automobiles, and Glassware.

Mail Boxes Etc.

BUY • SELL • CONSIGN 
Highest Prices Paid for 

anything of value!!

713-994-5986 pgr. 
281-391-7515

stansellshomesacom
die enti'ie 'Tfoa-xto* TfCdS

It- ra okc CecAtieai'f

4 . «n...Jl.
LAWRENCE CONSTRUCTIOI

7 Carpentry • Repairs

• Remodeling •

936.563.5180 / 281.948.4189j
Lawrence Gilstrap J

Serving Houston’s Gay 
Community for IS years “

li.S. Postal Service Retoiler
Crating

On Site Packing ;
/ Freight Shipping

FedEx • U.P.S. • DUE
Pick Up Servicer 

Inteniationul & Dori^stic 

Shipping
2476 BoUover • Houston, TX 77005

(713)529-4132

Home Sweet Home
Call 713-529-8490 

For Directory Ad Sales

Detail Cleaning
Service

• Residential

• Commercial

• Make Ready

• Since 1994

• Insured

• References

832.251.0723 • Pager 713.938.7523

B BARW CONTRACTING
i Intenor/Extdwr Pikrang/f Power Washing

Sandy Baker Carpentry
Sheetrock Repairs

Owner/Operator Household Repairs

Ph: 281-352-9252
Email: bbarw@aol.com Vinyl Floors
Rt. I Box 625-A . Decks
Hockley,Texas 77447-9771 Patio covers

Body, Mind and Spirit
Call 713-529-8490 for Directory Ad Sales

1207 Spencer Highway at the Corner of 
Allen Genoa. Only 15 minutes from 

dowtown Houston Take 1-45 So. To 
College. Exit and travel east 2 miles.

Penis-Enlargement.net
FDA Approved vacuum 

pumps/surgical. Gain 1-3". 
Permanent & safe. Enhance 
erection. FREE Brochures! 
Latest enlargement info: 

(312)409-9995 or 
900-976-PUMP ($2.95/min.)

Sexy Thong 
seeking a buff bod to fill 
me up. All sizes 
encouraged to 
apply. Come 
and see me at 
Eros 1207. 
713-944-6010

if your hair 
isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to

DON GILL

STUDIO 911
713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Montrose Location
*7 Days/Evenings*

Visa/MC
Ou [calls Welcome

MASSAGE 
IT’S A MAN’S TIME 

Roland rmt#i5213 < 

713-942 2399
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My Stars! by JILL DEARMAN

YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

February 16-22

ARIES (MARCH 21—APRIL 20)
Take a small step in the direction of someone who really digs you. Your heart 

may not be convinced yet, but just give it time. As the Sun moves into the most psy­
chic and spiritual sector of your chart, you have to face some emotional realities. 
Deal with it, and the magic will come a little bit later—perhaps in the form of a Leo.

TAURUS (APRIL 21—MAY 20)
You may feel as if all hope is lost over a career/money plan, but you're wrong. 

Stop being such a self-defeating masochist and fight for what you want. Someone 
you thought you could trust may let you down. But, someone who you thought was 
against you, most likely a Cancer, could stand up for you in a big way.

GEMINI (MAY 21—JUNE 21)
A show of force gets you far in your love life as Mars and Jupiter transit your 

house of relationships. Optimism wins out over a depressive, "Who cares?" atti­
tude. Start smiling. I said smiling—not smirking. A Sag needs you to steer the ship 
for awhile. Start paddling!

CANCER (JUNE 22—JULY 22)
Venus at the top of your chart could bring you luck in your career if you con­

centrate on compromise, darling. You may have to make an important decision 
about whether to join up with a group or organization that you have mixed feelings 
about. An Aries, however, is a total ally. And a total animal in bed.

LEO (JULY 23—AUG. 22)
Go forward emotionally in your love life, or you may feel stuck forever. Make all your 

romantic decisions with care and dignity, darling, and you will get the kind of worship and 
sexual adoration that you so crave. A Pisces is closer to falling for you than you realize.

VIRGO (AUG. 23—SEPT. 22)
Better to make any decision rather than no decision, dear. 1 realize a lot of planets 

are opposing you and making you nervous, but you still have to take care of the basics 
in your life. Choose a gentle path and don't pick stupid fights with big, mean bullies. 
Get all fired up about your sex life, instead. A Capricorn is totally burning up for you.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23—OCT. 22)
You may have to go full steam ahead into a conversation that you don't want to 

have. It's time to put cards on the table and look forward to a time of tension-free 
living. Seek out comfort in the predictable little things. Your love life could take a 
most unpredictable and bizarrely exciting turn if you hook up with a Virgo.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23—NOV. 21)
You totally have it in you to be the great artist and spokesperson of your gener­

ation that you wanna be, but first you have to take a big step forward. Be a little bit 
less enigmatic and a little more up front, and the world will turn in your favor that 
much quicker. Forget the pundits, but do listen to a smart and sexy Gemini.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22—DEC. 21)
Competition is good for your spirit, in business and in your love life, sweetie. People 

can see right through you on the work front, and that only makes them trust you more. 
Let a Taurus tell you with words and kisses how perfect you are—because you are, baby.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22—JAN. 19)
You need to look towards the future and make a better plan for your career. Be a 

little cautious and greedy where money is concerned while Uranus in your house of 
finances is squaring Saturn (your ruler). A Scorpio wants your body and your heart, 
not your wallet and your investment portfolio.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB. 18)
If old lovers come home to roost, please, babe, send them packing. This is the time to put 

old ghosts behind you. Mars is making a sweet sextile to Neptune in your sign, which could 
bring you sexual inspiration. Shower that physical love on a fellow Aquarius.

PISCES (FEB. 19—MARCH 20)
If you do something totally illogical and foolish, it just might turn out in your 

favor during this lucky Piscean cycle. The Sun in your sign (beginning Feb. 19) could 
bring you the confidence boost you really need, honey. Play it cool, and then release 
your heat with a Libra.

Jill Dearman is the author of "Queer Astrology for Men " and "Queer Astrology for Women." 
For information on charts and consultations, call 212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!

.ME

Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • facuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center 

We do catered events for up to 200 people! 
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224 
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

Montrose Clinic • 215Westheimer ‘Houston, TX 77006
Free Anonymous HIV Testing

Federal health officials estimate that 300.000 Americans are HIV-positive and don t know it



Five jobs. Three cars. Two wives. One dog.

When you know

(A


