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Houston, Texas, 
June 24, 1933,

HOUSTON HOSPITAL

Hon, Oscar Holcombe, Mayor, 
City Hall, 
Houston, Texas,

My dear Sir:

I have just seen copy of letter dated. 
June 23rd addressed to you by J. Y. Powell, 
Chairman of the Advisory Committee. /

While I have never assumed any / 
responsibilities in connectio^_wftKmanage/ 
ment of the Hospital, an ijisfitutlonlaa^® / 
possible as a result of^our sympathetic^/ 
interest as Mayor and fey personal dontribuX 
tions, a work the^firs^of its kind, wldelyX 
discussed and'approvbd bv welfare and hospital 
workers throughout theXUnltpd^tates, needless 
to say that I am deeply\ oWcerned about the 
e^toting situation reported by Judge Powell.

Whiles unf ami liar/with the statistics 
applying to x^ie Jefferson Davis Hospital, 
maintained ,by the-dty and County, it would 
seem to me/that the sound course would be to 
now adopt/plans under which all, or practically 

patients would be diverted to the 
Negro Hospital, and if need be, the number of 
beds and equipment increased by adding one or 
two-story additions of moderate cost. There 
is abundant land available to provide for 300 
beds or more, and, as I understand it, they 
now have sufficient heating and other equipment 
to take care of at least double the present 
capacity of 50 beds.

My further thought is that if this was 
done, the rebuilding of the Jefferson Davis 
Hospital, reported to involve an outlay of 
around 1 1/2 million, could be deferred for 
the time being and the funds secured under the 
Federal Industrial Recovery Act used for other 
urgently necessary improvements, In providing 
adequately for our rapidly increasing population 
meaning continuing calls for funds if such 
increase in population is properly provided for, 
meaning for our water, sewer, drainage, street
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and highway needs.

This raises a further question * under the nHew 
Deal* so overwhelmingly approved by the voters of the 
Nation last year, and supported by the Congress since 
March fourth this year. Financial considerations are 
made secondary to providing adequately for human needs 
and human welfare and comfort. It Is now widely 
recognized that much of our misery results from the 
policy of bankers in exercising unwisely the inflation 
privileges granted them under our laws, and it Is 
further recognized that their deflation policy/since 
the crash of 1929, particularly since the finaficial 
upset beginning in June 1931, may be as unwis^ and as 
extreme as applied to inflation, /

It is now further un^el?stood thate ban^lWg is a 
privilege of government, xto be supported whenVadmin* 
istered soundly or_opMsed or curtailed when operated 
unsoundly. The/^^eraTxagimcies^lhcludlng the Federal 
Industrial Recovery leglslayiop^fesuit from this reason* 
Ing, all of wpich it is nAt only your privilege but 
■r existing cbn&itions and National policies 

d in providwg fpr the present and 
ieds of the jeomfdunity, bearing in mind 
zKtemporapy default of outstanding 
to^be—deplored under modern thought such 

fully justified if it is a question of 
er, the Investor temporarily, or our 
rmanently.

Meantime, believe me

Yours very truly.

(Sgd) J. S. CULLILTAN

JSC-CZ 

oo-Judge W. H. Ward 
so-Dr. J. W. Slaughter 
oo-Mr. J. Y. Powell
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C FC — FGrF 
ii,r.P.Hobby-Col.H.B.Foore (Willard Hotel,Washington,D.C. )


