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Suppleuentints the report of liarcii 7, 1916, *A Report 

of Bur .loaneo, and Go^dltlans Imlioating a hurricane, in the 

Vicinity of Galveatoa, from 1867 to 1916,* there la ^iven 

herewith additional informatian and data oarryints the record 

back to ISltie

This has been ^atliereu from a juauuscript prepared 

by Clarence Ousley Ju^ediatel/ following the hurricane of 

September l*10, 1900; inbound letter Mo. 621*6 from Ben C. 

Stuart, iieaui&ont, Texas, in the files of the liouston office of 

the United State* Wither Bureau; Bancroft’s history• works of 

Iruaxcle rarkman and issues of newspapers, us mentioned, on file 

in the Rosenberg hibrary, Galvestoru

Tradition tells of great gales that ituve swept the Texas 

h coast, imindsting it to a great extent ana uprooting trees, casting 

ships far inland and changing the coast line* Historioal reference 

is made to gales tl^at wrecked tlxe ships of the early explorers* 

Probably the first is In the naxrative of Alver laitimes, a Spanish 

explorer, who, with forty-eight cetopanions, the survivors of a 

party of two hundred and forty, was oast ashore during a gale 

in Sfovexber, 182?• They landed on on isl inc culled halhado, 

which, according to historians, usas in all probability Galveston 

Island* LaSalle, in his wanderings along the Texas coast search- 

Ing for the mouth of the Mississippi river, encountered severe 

galea*

According to the Spanleii dironiclers a severe ^le on 
1 Septestisr 4, 1766, destroyed a Btisslon an the shore ef aalveston 

bay and caused a high tide which inundated the land*



Several years tlie writer waa tala tliat the bleaehi^ 

hulk af a wreaked vessel stood forty sllea inlaau oa the prairie 

between kata^orda and Copano bays. Ihis vessel had been there 

within the ^eu^ry of the earliest setUers* About eisht or nine 

years a^o the rotting hulk of an old vessel was uncovered at a 

point about t@enty*five xyiles west of Houston. Thia find was 

at least forty ailes frosa the nearest salt water, but as it was 

only four ..dies fro® the channel of the hrasos river very likely 

it had been carried overland and buried during one of the period- 

ioal floods of that streaae The oldest resident in that vicinity 

did not know when the vessel had been wrecked, so it evidently 

occurred in the early part of the past century , or possibly 

earliere 
yro® the best authorities it is learned that up to the 

year 1616 Galveston was uninhabited* and it is probable that the 

only hiji an beings regularly visiting Galveston island were the 

Carankawa, i^di&nse This was a tribe of stalwart savages* having 

the reputation of being cannibals, who hunted cd.aut the Texas 

coast and crossed to Galveston Island by a series of shoals about 

fifteen luiles west of the city. This string of shoals or reefs 

still bears their naiae.

In the narrative of Col, barren h, C, Hall, printed in 

1659, Galveston island in 1616 is mentioned as Snake Island, or 

Isle de Calebras as it was called by the Mexicans and Itidians, 

and was not generally kno^m, if at all, as Galveston. However,

all the islands alone? the Texas const were called Isles de



ttalebraa in queue e ui the uuu.ber of rattle snakes to be 

founu in the driftwood and sand hills coaaon to all of the islands 

next to the Gulf shore* Atioording to Col* Hall* the island in 

I0I6 was coa^osed stainl/ ol jaarsh* with an occasional ridge or 

elevation of two or tnree feet, and the whole surface, with the 

exception of the b^ys and bayous, was covered with a luxuriant 

/ growth of grass.

The toain island aaa separated from a smaller one to 

the eastward by a pass from the Gulf five or six feet deep, and 

the eastern island was known as bittie Catapeachy, Col, Hall 

fails to menLiun that Galveston island wa^ sailed Gampeaahy, 

which is mentioned by different historians. According to an 

issue of the Galveston Mews under date of Tuesday, June 4, 18GB, 

bon Luie Aur/ visited Galveston ieland un May Id, 1617, anu 

found the pirate Lafitte, driven from Barataria, in full possess­

ion of the island, Aury mentions that the island was called 

Gampeachy,

At that time Pelican island was merely a narrow piece 

of marsh on isLiah it was impossible to walk dry-footed, except 

Upon a small spot about one-hundred feet in length, The maroh— 

covered with sea grass growing in the ;.>uu—was covered with water 

at high tides and nut visible at any distance, Col. Hall meatlomi 

that by 1320 the island had increased to a kind of aiiell bank, 

the east side of which xjad a few small bushes growing upon it. 

As this was after the hurricaiic- of Ibid, it is eviaent that tiiis 

storm or some previous liurricane changed the contour and topo- 

graphy of the island. The writer has examined old charts of 



portions of the Texas coast he ia Taiailiar with* *11 were 

aaieh different than at present* Islands and ohannels have 

appeared or disappeared during the past century; bays have 

ehanged their depths and the general si^ape of the shore has 

greatly changed. Without a doubt hurricanes have been the cause* 

In the previous report mention is xi^ade of tte loss of several 

blacks of land off the east otd of the city of Galveston during 

a hurricanfa*. in the 1900 hurricane Salves ton lost from one*haJf 

to two blocks of land fronting the entire Gulf shore. In the 

August, 1916, hurricane the beach outside of the sea wall 

disappeared ana on Bolivar peninsula the waters of the Gulf 

encroached to such an extent that the Gulf and Interstate Kail* 

way Company was aaapelled to secure twenty miles of new rlgbt*of* 

wsQfe The waters of the Gulf now cover the site where their 

trucks were located immediately before the hurricane,

Gel. Hall also saw in ld20 what are now known as Seer 

Islands, west of the location of the Gaueeway, How they are 

of fair sixe, out he described them as not having an acre of 

ary land on the largest ana further laantioned that they were 

entirely covered with water during high tides. They were then 

known as Kgg leltcada, and there was not a bush of shrub on them.

Grossing Galveston island to the s^jad hills in the 

western portion of the present city limits there was an almost 

continue as marsh, a large portion of whioh was subject to over­

flow at periods oi high tide.



The first great gale that visited Galvesti>u# af ahitih

tiiere is arv autLoatlu record, was in Ivlti, when four of

Lafitte*a vessels were sunk ar driven ashore, Without doubt 

this was a luArricane whose center passed over or near the island. 

In the following year Col, Hall mentions that ne saw the wrecks 

of these vessels. One was lying near L*Allwande*s fort, the 

higtxeat point of the island, and another was astiore at Virginia 

Point, the apex of the adjacent isainlana to Uie mrtlu

Owing to the fact that there was no settles^ent on 

Galveston island, and only at intervals was it visited oy hunting 

and camping parties, the next mention of a hurricane la in the 

year 1037. On October 6 several buildings in the course of 

coastruotion were blown down, and a numuer of vessels sunm or 

driven asiiore, aiauno them being the man-ui'»wur brutus and the 

privateer schooner Tom Toby,

The following eusuount of tills hurricane io from the 

Telegraph and Texas iiegister, (the first pUf-er printed in Houston), 

of October 11, ll>37;

•The late ace junto tram the seaboard are of the most 

distressing diaracter, A tremendous gale eppeara to have swept 

the wliole line of the coast and destroyed an letoenne amount of 

property. It commenoed on the first anu ■ increased in violence 

until the sixth. At Velasco four houses were blown down, the 

whole country for miles around inundated and all of Uie vessels 

in the harbor, consisting of the brig Sum lioustna, atid the 

schooners DeKalb, Psuu.in, Texas ana dal dwell were driven asliore. 

The last named has since been got off and cleared on bundsay last



for Sos Orleans. At Galveston the waters were driven in with 

suah violence that the/ rose six or seven feet higher than the 

ordinar/ spring tide. Ihe/ iiumdated a large portion of U»e

east end of the island and cosipelled the soldiers of the ^arristm 

to desert their barraoks and seek shelter on the elevated 

ground near the intended site of Galvuoton Git/.

•The large new warehouse of Mr. MoJxinaey and the new 

oust ora house were coiupletel/ destroyed and the goods saattered 

over We island. The brigs i^rseverance, Jane and Mho (the 

latter a Gerruan vessel), were driven ashore, and are coiiplete 

wreaks; We fhoenix is also aahure, out sllgutly injured, and 

»&/ be easily set afloat again. The sohooners delect, Henry, 

Star, Lad/ of We Liike, and the prize schooner tiorreo, are 

ashore, seoae of thisu high and dry. The Toa Toby, (privateer), 
e

is a wreck, and the .rutus, (Texan Havul schooner), io cosmider* 

ably damaged. The schounxar Helen ia the only vessel which has 

recexved no damage. So far as we have been able to learn only 

two individuals i^-xe perisjied. Ths iiistory of Was country 

contains no record of any hurricane that has eQuallad this, 

either in We violenoe of the stur& or the extent of We de­

struction. There is a reason to believe that the destructive 

Influence of this gale h&o extended gradually over the surface 

of the Gulf, we therefore appxehend Wat We next intelligence 

froxa We United States and fro-- Mexico will be rife with accounts 

of disastrous shipwrecks, tfe sincerely trust that neither the 

calauities of or friend will equal our o n.*



Yhe Galvestou. SteKu imder date uf d'o.^ 4, 1839e atfotea 

that the uawl^y ooxa^leted Tre. ent hotel, ouilt im the site of the 

present boildia^ and. eo&i^leted. earl*- In 1837, wao hlosra down in the 
()X37)x

Oatobar hurricane of that year. It was recoct rutiled sad opened, 

April 32, 1839.

As a Blatter of hiatorioul interest an!/, the brig .51 be, 

referred to above, was never repaired und hauled into water, 

but for t.any years served as G&lveston^s Jail.

In October, 1642, Galveston was visited oy a severe 

gale, the low lands being overflowed and considerable damage 

done to buildings and shipping*

The great September hurricane of 1664 did little dsuaage 

to Galveston* The water cams up on tiw floors of eoue of the 

stores on the Strand, ana the little steamer hich Mil was wrecked*

Mr* Charles Trube, who Las resided in Salveoton for the 

past oixtyoix years, told the writer several days ago that he 

distinctly r&..eu-ers the hurrioune oi 1854. Confi«Mxxg state..on to 

of early writers he stated tliat uno peculiar feature of the gale 

has been overlooked, Previous to the advent of tlie hurrioano 

Galveston was in the throes of a severe Xelioar fever epidemiu. 

When the hurricane blew out the Yellow fever went with it, those 

being ill recovered froia the scourge cold no new cases were

- reported*

tin the nijht of October 2au and 3rd, 1867, Galveeten 

was visited ty a severe lairricane, which did imich damage to the 

city and shipping* duite & number of vessels were wrecked and



tihe Galveaton, Huustoa <unU JUsatieraou fiailwoy bridge acrasa

Galveston ba^ wau aoatroyed. A msuber of lives were loat and 

the damage wasa eatlaated at * x^illion dollars* The oeueter^ was 

inundated to suah an extent that there could be no interments 

for thirty hours* This is the first i.an ion of any of the 

orid<;ea across Galveston bay beln^ destroyed*

Mr* dusley states that on the 9th of June, 1871, 

Galveston was visited ty tan easterly gale vduoh reached its 

height at midnight, breaking the following mornin^. tionaider* 

able daeage was sustained in the city and uooug the shipping, 

uut no loss of life was reported*

Heferring to pages 10 and 11 ol Uie previous report, 

under dates of June- a to 10, 1871, the presumption that the 

weather recor.de on those dates indicated the ^.roxiMty of a 

hurricane is verified*

on the 2nd and 3rd of October, 1871, Galveston was 

visxted iy a severe easterly blow, and the water flooded almost 

the entire city. The oteaL,er C* R* hull foundered in the upper 

bay and all iiands were lost, with the exception of one man* 

Several other vessels were wrealed*

Evidently the Galveston weather office overlooked this 

blow aa no aeatiun was made of it in the early records.

Mr* Ousley has additio^il information regarding the 

hurricane of September 14*17, 1875, pages 11 and 12 in the 

previous report* He states that uany houses in the city were 

wreckeu ana shipping in port was greatly damaged* "There 

were a nuuuer of men at Fort Point in govern.^eut eeploy," ha 
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atiitee, *and their quarters -^exe washed awu^y and Uiirteen of theaa 

owned* hr« Geo* ireete, quarantine officer at the ioint, and 

his nephew were swept away and lost, and several peraom in the 

ciK- were kille Aloa,.., th . upper bay there were - number ol 

lives lest* Up to thia date thia had been We moat destructive 

a tons in the history of the lexas coast.*

>‘rom this date to the present year the previous report 

oontaina all available data*

You will note big gaps in Uxis reeord curing ths earlier 

part of We last aentury. Shlle the islanu waa occupied as 

early as 1817 it wua abandoned in 1022, and only hunting and 

fishing and treasure seeking parties visited the island for a 

nyfciber of years* As the entire Texas eoust region was a wilder* 

neaa it can hardly be expeated that hurricanes or atoms should 

be ei^ronicled during thia period. Murrieunes iaay have oeeurred, 

and the island and adjacent mainland sny have ueen tide swept 

nany times during that period without the phenomena being noticed, 

or at least being recorded.

following the storm of August 16*17, 1916, Mr. Ben 0. 

Stuart of JSeeuBMmt, Texuc, wrote a letter to Hr. *>* ^nyaueueyer, 

Section Hdreatur of the United States Weather bureau, Mauston, 

containing a list of hyrrioaaes that iiavo visited the Texas 

coast from the dawn of history to 1667. As tiue letter is 

very interesting it is given in full herewith:

•While severe atoms have swept the coast of Texas long 

before the dawn of history, the first authentic record we l*ave 

dates from September 4th, 1766, when, according to the Spanish



a severe &uJle visited Galveston b^/. An Indian 

Mssion and. i*retiidle caileu Gan Augustus de Ahaiuado lied been 

located in what is new Giisuabers oounty, onu, by investigation, 

thought to have been situated on or near Lake Ghailotte, ttiiioh 

eoxmeets with tiie Trinity river Just north of the present 

aettleLient of Walxisville. The wind greatly damaged the liiscion 

buildings, and the water from the bay and river suhuerged the 

Land, which was only a few feet«(probaoly 6 or dj-above ordinary 

tide* The disaster resulted in the ahanuonicent of the Mission* 

Lake Charlotte is six miles from the mouth of the Trinity river, 

and more than fifty miles from the Gulf of Mexico* The same spot 

was sutsaerged during the hurricane of August 16*17, IGlb*

*As the coast of Texas was onhauited for xaany years, 

save by roving bands of savages-Tt.*? v^elousas near Sabine Lake 

and along Jiullvar pexiinsulu, and the Caranoahuas and Cokes from 

Galveston island as far west as Aransas and possibly to the 

vicirxity of the Mo Grande**there is no record of imrricaxies 

until the occupation of the islanu Lafitte in 1017, and our 

infonsatlon regarding it comes from stateu^onts laide by Jai..e» 

0«^>bell, who was in the eervioe of Lafltte^and Col* Warren M* G* 

Ball, an officer under General Jauies Long, who was operating 

against the Spainarda and who visited Galveston lalmd to attempt 

to enlist Lafitte in the eaterprise, but without suocesa* 

According to them the islanu was visited by a severe hurricane, 

the wind being from the east anu north-east, and veering to the 

northwest. The exact date of the atorza has not been preserved, 

but it was in September or October, 1310. The entire island 



was auu.er^ed, with the exeo^.tiau of a auail d«x>t on tiie oaat 

end, near the ^resent site of the State Meditiul eollege.

JLafitie’s huts an ©hare were badl/ dasiu&ed, ana several of the 

voasala oast ashore or euuk. There ia no record of the ntM^oer 

of lives lost, if ssy.

*yrox:i 1820 to 1836 there was a® settlement on Galveston 

island, altliou^h the Mexicans had built a small frame structure 

there in 1831 for a cuatom house, but it dues not appear to have 

been used for any length of time. In 1821 settlers began to 

arrive, passing up the Say, and located in the succeeding ye«ars 

at Harrisuurg, Anahuac andutiiar .ta, out in none of the 

records of the period between 1821 to 1836 is there uentiun of 

uny deuti’-uctive hurricane on the Toxas coast. This doeu not 

signify that t..ere *ww*Atione, out as all of the ^.ettltr-^nt,-,:, 

with very few exceptions, were inlunu they wold not have felt 

its effect to the sumo extent as the islano,

"The year 1837 witnessed the beginxiing of Galveston, 

and by October, several buildings were under owns true tie a. 

Immigrants were eotaitlg in, and there were twenty vessels in 

the harbor. There were no wharves, and the uxicun custom 

house was the only building on the island, the population being 

sheltered in tents and sod huts. On Um? first of October an 

easterly gale began bloy#ing and continued with more or less 

intensity until the sixth, causing a very high tide and sub* 

merging must of tue island* The wind then suddenly veered to 

the northwest anu swept the waters of thu Ssy sown upon and 



•12»

across the island.* At this point Hr. Stuart has iiisorted the 

extract fro® the Telegraph and Texas He«5ister of October 11th, 

that year, giving an account of the hurricane. This is ^ivan in 

the forepart of this report.

Continuing, Mr. Stuart says: *Col. A&asa Turner, she 

was present, wrote as follows: ♦There wre shout thirty vessels 

in (>».), veatpn harbor when tiae great stor$a coi-’k-iOiiced on October 

1st, lb37. It began with a wind fruu the souti^east unu held to 

that quarter for three days; then it veereu a little to the east 

and bq continued until the sixth day, filling the Huy very full 

and fw-k# ng a four foot rise st liouston. un the evening oi the 

sixth the wind veered to the northeast and blew very strong. 

The schooner. Tost Toby, a privateer, parted her cable and went 

aohore at Virginia 4*oint. About sunset, the wind, veering all 

the tiL-iS to the north, and, if possible, increasing, broujat 

the large voluae of water froti tee Hay onto the island with 

such force and violence as to sweep everything in its course# 

Un land every housa, oarsp, sod iM>use and inh&bitated structure 

was swept awxty, except the old Mexican cuatOK. house, unly one 

of the vessels held its moorings.*

•On tee fifth of October, 1642, unateer Iwrricane 

visited Galveston, but the wind woe not ao high as in 1637, 

nor the tide; although tauuL of tee town (then lower than at 

present) was flooded, and considerable uauage to goods was 

sustained. The wooden J^iscopal Ctou-cL, on the southeast corner 

of Treuont and Winnie streets was ulown fro® its hloaks and badly 

wreaked. A nu^aer of other buildings were damaged and several 



muall atruaturee were dei^olisa^eU, Ma lose of life In tiie tom 

was reported*

•The great gale of Septetober 16-19, 16S4, whltti*. swept 

We Texas ooast, did But inf Hot iuuuL damage at Galveotun, its 

greatest force being felt to the weatward, Of its effect at 

Galveston the "Civilian smd Gasette,* of Cep teener 19, said;

••M easterly gale began to blow last Jaturdtv and has 

continued almost without interruption to the present time* The 

wind has not been severe, but being from the quarter wiiicn. always 

produces tho hlglieet tides, the waters of th© Gulf <snd Bay i»ve 

been higher than wo recoilwot aluoe 1842* The floors of a number 

of stores on the Strand were overflowed during Sunday night, and 

coHSiderable titoage was done to enab artiulee as were deposited 

on the floor* The little ateamer Mlok MU was lest off hollar 

roint, 1

"The greatest farce of this hurrieans was felt at the 

town of Matagorda, to the westward of Galvestorie Col* H* B* 

iarka, then resiuiiAg there, but afterward at Teazle, said; elt 

left a trail of disaster to bo recorded in history, hardly a 

house was left etanding in ths tomoite or vicinity** Another 

eye witness says: ’The storm at Matagorda was Seytomber 18th* 

18&4* The sKiter froa the Bay did not come over the town. Two 

people were killed. The steadier Kate 'Mrd and crew were loot in 

Matagorda jiay—from report it was said nt Bog island***

It is the writor*& opinion that this was th hurricane 

that destroyed the setUesaont at Salurla, which was situated 



either an Bayuaae ialund, X^ring between Sit iritu Sun to b^y and 

Matagorda bay, or an an island that has xuerged with Matagorda 

Island and iMtiTere its merger was known as Saluria lsland» During 

the nine moths the writer spent in that vicinity huyuoas island 

was also called Salurla island by any. Others, ewtae of theta 

old residents in that section, stated that after the hurricane 

the channel sep orating Salurla and Matagorda islands disappeared. 

As various years were given in which the *big* hurricuue 

occurred it is very likely that that section was affected by 

several of the storms that have been recorded on the Tex^a coast, 

Continuing Mr, Stuart says: "The great hurricane of 

August 10th, 1056 was felt but little at Galveston, but Vile 

Dernier, or bast Isliaiu, a susKaer resort on the Louisiana coast, 

was engulfed, with the loss of taaiy lives. The steamer Muutilus 

from Galveston for Mew Orleans with thirty passengers, however, 

ran into the gale and foundered, all hands being lost emept a 

negro man who clung to a bale of cotton and was cast ashore on 

the Louisiana coast,

•In the latter part of Oeptewber, 1065, a hurricane 

struck the town of Calcasieu on the west Louiaiana coast. The 

place was inundated and suxae eight or ten persons perislxed. As 

there was neither telegraph nor rail coxx*xnicatian to that place, 

the report was brought to OaLveston by the satotsr of a lumb«r 

schooner.

•Oto Wednesday, October 2hd, 1067, a atrarxg easterly 

gale cosiuenoed blowing at Galveston, tibich shifted to the nartn* 

east during the night anu on the iaox*ning of the 3rd, had attained 
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a velocity eftMatsd between 60 and 70 liillea an hoar. There 

waa no weather bureau, anu, at course, the fluurea sere only 

guess v/arke During the saomlng of the Srd the waters of the 

Gulf and Bay rose rapidly until meh of the city woa flooded. 

The water froa the north aide caaae nearly up to Church Street 

at its highest elevation, while froa the Gulf side it reached 

nearly to Broadway. The oeLieterieu at 40th street and Broadway 

were inundated, and all the lowland down the island was covered 

with water. Much damage was done to boil dings in the city and 

more than thirty were dxsotroyed. The lower floors of the stores 

on the Strand and Meclianic street were flooded and their contents 

badly damaged. The brig, Ctoean Vave, from Philadelphia, was cast 

asliore on the beach near the present site of 1’ort Crockett, and 

her captain drowned. The bark, holaoe, and the brig, Egarita, 

in the harbor were driven ashore, as were a number of small 

craft, and the steamboats, Alice it and Sunflower, were wrecked. 

The trestle of the Galveston, Houston and Henderson Milroad 

between Eagle Grove and Virginia Point was completely wreaked, 

and coouuiiicatiun was kept up by means of a ferry boat until 

after it was rebuilt, which was not done for several months.

There were three lives lost and the property daz-age was estljaated 

at Sl,OOd,uOQ.0G, Ineluding that to vessels. As previously stated, 

the gale bej;ai frtM the eastward on de tuber 2nd, the wind veering 

to the northeast during the night, and continuing from that 

quarter until about 2:30 on the afternoon of the 3rd, when it 

lulled teiporarily, to veer from the northwest from wnlcn point



t. c.‘

it blew atran^ly for a abort U ^e# tiie waters reaeolng rapidly, 

and by 5 o*aloak the sky was clear and the wind of only uoderate 

velocity. Thia hurricane cut a channel five feet dee^ through 

the low aand flat east of Sixth street, fro;a the bay to the Gulf, 

which r«Bained open for only a few nionths. It alee did xaadh 

Meege at the wouth of the Rie Grande, and at Biwmeville**

With reference to thia last, it is the writer’s 

recollection that it was this hurricane that destroyed the towns 

of and Clarkeeville, situated opposite each other at the 

south of the Rio Grande,

Soue years age> when in that section, the stories woven 

about their destruction were often told the writer, during the 

War between the States these towns sprung into proiainence because 

of the cotton running that was being doxie through thesa, Gue being 

situated on Texas soil and the other on Mexican soil laade it 

cozaparatively easy for the State to get its cotton to foreign 

ports. Both towns were swept «*y Portly after the war and it 

?i»ust have boon during the hurricane at 1S67,

As so auok has been written about the 1900 s-tona a 

detailed description of it was ouitted from, the fonaer report, 

however, the writer recently found a copy of the personal 

narrative of 1,M, Cline, local forecast official and section 

director. United states Weather Bureau, in Galveston at the 

tJUse of the hurricane, vzhiuh is of peculiar interest. This 

narrative was conveyed to the Uaief of the bureau in the fatta 

of an official report.
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hurricane itiiich visited Galveaton island an 

datartkv, Se^teuber 8, 1900, was ns doubt cue of the &ost isu* 

portant Eieterologioal events in the world* s history. The ruin 

whicli it wrou3i.t beggars description, .sad conservative estii^atea 

place the loss of life at the appalling figure of six thousand* 

*A brief Ascription of Galveston island will not be 

out of place as introductory to the details of tUa disaster. 

It is a sand island about thirty ciiles in length ana one aal 

une*half to three Kdles in width. The course of the islan-a- is 

southwest ana northeast, parallel with the eoutAast coast of the 

State. The city of Galveston is located on the east end of the 

island. To the northeast of Galveston is Oliver ieninsula, a 

sand spit about twenty Mies in length and .varying in width from 

one fourth of a Mie to about tiuree Mies. Insiue of Galveston 

Islotnu and l^llvar ioninsula is Galveaton hay, a shallow body of 

water with an area of nearly five hundred square Mies. The 

length of the bay along the shore is about fifty Mies and its 

greatest distance frou the Gulf coast is about twenty-five Mies. 

The greater portion of the bay lies due north of Galveston. That 

portion of the bay which separates the island west of Galveston 

from the mainland is very narrow, being only about two Mies 

in width in places, and diAharges into the Gulf of Mexico through 

Sun Luis j^asa. The main bay discharges intv the Gulf between the 

jetties; the south one being built out fr<xs the northeast end of 

Galveston island and the north one from the most southerly point 

of jiolivar Peninsula. The chanael between the jetties is twenty*
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There are channels in the harbor with a de^th of Uilrttf to thlrtyf* 

five feet, anu there is an area of nearly two thaasund acres with 

an anehoraye deyth of eighteen feet or sore. The Mainland 

for several Mies bach froia the b^y is very low, in fact Much of 

it is lower than Galveston Island, and it is so frequently over* 

flowed by high tide that large areas present a .arshy appearance. 

These are in brief tiie physical conditions of the territory 

devastated, ty the hurricane,

"The usual signs which herald the approach of hurricanes 

were not present in this case. The brlcK*dust sjgy **• not in 

evidence in the smallest degree. This feature, which has been 

distinctly observed in other stonaa that have occurred in this 

section, was carefully watched for, boW on the evening of the 

7th and the ruing of the 8th. There were cirrus clouds leaving 

tleek the soutlieaat during the afternoon of the 7th, but by noon 

only alto-stratus froio. the northeast were observed. About the 

Mddle of tlie afternoon the clouds were divided between cirrus, 

alto-stratus, md cuuulus, Moving frou the northeast, during the 

reiaainder of the 7 th, su uto-cuiaulus clouds prevailed, with a 

steady Movement from the nortlieast, A heavy swell from the 

southeast ssads its apyearamte in the Gulf of Mexico during the 

afternoon of the 7 th. The swell continued during the night 

without diMnishiug, and. the tide rose to sn unusual height when 

it is coi.aidared that the wind was frou ths north and northwest. 

About 5 a.M. of tho 8 th Mr, J, L, tiline, observer, called me and 

stated that the tide was well up in the low parts of the city.



<41

aaa that we i4.^ht be able to telegraph i- ^urtunt iiifonaatlon to 

Waabingtaiie*

Writer wishes to state that the J. !»♦ Cline i^entinned 

ia the above is a terother ef I* M* Cline* and ..during the wriiear*# 

aid/ in Corpus Christi, about ten years ago, he was closely 

ac<iuainted with Mm* The fasts as contained in Dr, dine* a 

narz^ktive were often told the writer* J* L. Cline at that time 

was observer at Corpus Christi*

continuing, Dr* Cline said: *He having been on duty 

until nearly uidnight, was told to retire uau 1 would looh into 

conditions* 1 drove to the gulf, where I timed the swells, and 

then proceeded to the office and found that the barometer was 

only one-tenth of an inch lower than it was at the 8 p.n, 

observation of the 7th. I than returned to the gulf, sua.de rore 

det&lled observations of the tide and swells, and filed the 

following telegram addressed to tiie Central Office at Washington:

**Unusually heavy swells frum the southeast, intervals 

one to five minutes, overflowl^ low places south portion of 

city three to four blocks from the beach* Such hi^h water with 

opposing winds never observed previously**

"Broken stratus and str&to-cuuulus clouds predoiuinated 

during the early forenoon of the 8th, with the ulue sky visible 

here and there* Showery weather co^ .enced at 8:45 a*$s*, but 

dense olouds and heavy ruin were not in evidence until about 

noon, after which dense clouds wit. rain prevailed*

•The wind during the forenoon of the dti. was generally 
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nartli, but oaelllated, at interval* of frcua five to tea minutes, 

between northwest and nartheaat, and, continued ao until 1 p*u. 

After 1 peB*e the wind was :aostly northeast, although as late 

a* 6;30 p.m., it would oocasiunully back to tiie mrtiareat for 

one or two zainutes at a time*. The prevailing wind was from the 

northeast until 8:30 p*m** when it shifted to the east, eoatiraiing 

from this direction until about 10 p*ai. After 10 p*ju*, the wind 

was froEi the southeast, and after 11 p*m., the prevailing 

direotion was from tlie south or southwest* The directions after 

11 p*sn, were from personal obaervationa, A atoriu velocity was 

not attained until after 1 p.ia., after which the wind increased 

steasily and reached a hurricane velocity at about 8 p*e* The 

greatest velocity for five Mnutee we. eightywfaur miles per hour 

at 6:1b p»w., with two minutes at Uw rate of 100 miles per hour. 

The =ui^aou.eter blew away at this tjL..e, oan it is estimated that 

prior to 8 p*»e, the wind attained a velocity of at least one 

hundred and twenty miles per Itour. a. short time, about 8 p*i»*, 

just before th© wind sliifted to the east, there woo a distinct 

lull, but when it earns out of the east and southeast it appeared 

to come with greater fur^ than before* After lifting to tlie 

south at about 11 p*si*, the wind steadily diminished in velocity, 

and at 8 A*.Me, on the mming of the 9th was blowing at the rate 

of twenty*slx miles per hour from the south*

“The buroxiieter commenced falling during the afternoon 

of the 6th anu continued fullin steadily but slowly up to noon 

of We 8th, when it read 29.42 inches* The barometer fell rapidly 



from noon until 8:30 p«m«e of the 8th, when it roistered 

28*48 inches, a fall of pressure of about one inoh in eioht anti 

a half hours* About 8:30 the Marcuaeter rose at the suate 

«tpia rate that haul eharaeterised the fall* The barograph trace 

sheet during the storm, from to>on bcpteuuer 6, to noon Septonber 

10, is enclosed, as figure 1* bn account of the rapid full in 

pressure, Mr* John 1>* Slayden, observer took readings of the 

mercurial barometer as &. check on the barograph, and his readings 

are as follows:

(Ckoitted)

•These rowings confirm the low pressure shown ty the 

barograph and indicate the great intensity of the hurricane*

•Mr* Magdcn looked after the instruments daring the 

hurricane in a heroic sad commendable Banner* Ke kept the 

wires of the self«registering apparatus intact as long as it was 

possible for him to reauh the roof* The rain guage blew e»®gF 

about 6 p*iae, and the thenoo^eter shelter soon followed* All the 

instruiaents in the thermaater shelter were broken, except the 

thermograph wliich was fuunu damaged, but has been put in working 

order.

•dtorm warnings were tii.elp and received a side 

distribution, not onl^ in dalvestuu, but throughout the coast 

region* Warning i^essagea were received from the ccmtral Office 

at Washington on September 4th, 6th, 6 th, Tth, and a th* The high 

tide on the laoruln^ of the 8th, with storm warnings flying, made 

it nooeasary to keep one tuan cunstantl/ at the telephone giving 
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out inlQiitiatian. liundreds of people who could not reach us by 

telephone ome to the leather Bureau office seeking advice • I 

went down on Strand street and advised eooe wholesale ogoaiaaian 

merchants who Itad perisliable goods on their floors to place them 

three feet above the floor, One gentleuan has informed ise that 

he carried out ay instructions, tout the wind blew his t;Qods Oo’.m. 

The puulio was earned, over telephone and verbally, that the wind 

would go by the east to the south and that the worst was yet to tosi*e 

People were advised to seek secure places for the nigtit. As a re­

sult thousands of people i6m> lived near the beach or in axuull houses 

moved their fasiilies into the center of the city and were thus saved. 

These vrho lived in large strong buildings, a few ulocks from the 

beach, one of whom was the writer of this report," (meaning hr. I, h* 

dline), * thought that u. .?y could weather the wind and tide. Soon 

after 3 p,m., of the 8 th conditio ns became so threatening that it 

was deemed essential that a special report be sent at once to 

Washington, Mr* jT* L* Cline, observer, took the instrumental readings 

while I drove first to the buy and then to the gulf, and finding that 

half of the streets of the city were under water added the foliowlau 

to the special observation at 3:30 p.m; *Gulf rising, water covers 

streets of about half city** Saving been on duty since about 5 a*m,, 

after giving this message to tiie observer I went home to lunch, 

Mr* d. !•« Cline went to the telegraph of flees through water from two 

to four feet deep, and found that the telegraph wires had all uone 

down, he then returned to the office, anu ay inquiry learned tout 

the long distance telephone haa one wire still working to Boss tan* 



over wMaL ha the message to the Western Union Telegraph office 

at hoostou to be forwarded to the Central Office at Vaahingtou* 

*1 reaei^ed hoae ana found the water around sy residence 

waist <tee$ie X at once went to work aeslstifig people* who were not 

securely located, into residence, until forty or fifty swore housed 

therein. About 6:30 p,u«, Mr* J. L, Cline, who had left hr, Bugden 

at the office to look after the instruments, reached ty residence, 

where Iwr found the water neck deep. He inforx^ed me- that the baro meter 

had falltoa below 29.00 inchee; that no furtlier swtasages could be 

gotten off on account of all wires "being down, and that he had advised 

everyone he could sea to go to the center of the city; also, that he 

tihcutsht we had better aake an attempt in that direction. At this 

time, however, the roofs of houses and timbers were flying throuji 

the streets as though they were paper, and it u^ipeared suicidal to 

attempt a journey throuji the flying timbers. Many people were 

killed by flying timbers about thia time while endeavoring to escape 

from the town,

•The water rose at a steady rate from 3 p.m., until 

about 7:30 p*xa., when there was a sudden rise of about four feet 

in as K^y seconds. I was standing at iqy front dour, .dm,ch was partly 

open, watching the water, which was flowing With groat rapidity frota 

east to west. The water at tlxie ti...e was about ti incites deet in sy 

residence, and the sadden rise of four feet brought it above xqy waist 

before I could change ay position. The water had uoj reached a stage 

ten feet above the ground at Rosenberg Avenue, (Twenty-fifth street). 
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elevation, sdaioii uade Ui© tide 15e3 feet. Tho tide rose the next 

hour between 7X30 nearly five feet additionul, laaltibiy a 

total tide in that locality of about 20 feet. These observation# 

«ere carefully taken and represent 'to wilMn a few tenths of a 

foot the true aoiaditione. other personal observations in iayf 

vicinity caxyTiriu these eati^ates. Tho tide, however, on the bay 

or north side of the city did not attain a height of more than 

16 feet. It is possible that tl.ore was five feet of back water 

on the gulf side as the result of debris 

six blocks inland. The debris is piled eight to fifteen fest in 

height, by 8 p.m., a nu.ber of houses had drifted u^ and lodged 

to the east anu southeast of i^y residence, and these with the 

force of the waves acted as a battering rou against which it was. 
Impossible for any building to stand any length e^ttoe, and at 

8X30 p.ia., residence went dawn with about fifty persons who 

had uuught it fur safety, and all but eighteen were burled into 

eternity. Miong tlie lost was say wife, who never rose above the 

water after the wreck of the building. 1 was nearly drowned aoaa 

bocme unconscious, but recovereo, though being crushed ty tlubers 

and found myself clinging to lay youngest child, who had gone down 

with syself and wife. Mr, J. L. Cline joined ne five uinutes 

later with sy other two children, and with thea and a wuan ano. 

child w® picked up froxa the raging waters, we drifted for tliree 

hours, landing 300 yards frusa where we started. There /ere two 

hours that we did not see a iouse or any person, and froia the 

swells we inferred that we were drifting to sea, which in view
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of the northeast wind then blowing, waa iat>re than ^robuble.

Suring the last hour that we were drifting, wMdx was with south-- 

east and south winds, the wreckage on which, we were floating 

knoaked several residences to pieces,. When we landed about 11 $30 

p.u«, ly climbing over floating debris to a residence on iwenty- 

oi^hth street anu Avenue 3?e the water hud fallen four feet. It 

continued falling, and on the following luoraing the gulf was nearly 

norsaal. While we were drifting we had to protect ourselves from 

the flying timbers by holding plunhs between us and the wind, and 

witli this protection we were frequently Knocked great distances. 

Many persons were killed on top of the drifting debris by flying 

timbers after they had escaped from their wrecked homes. In order 

to keep on the top of the floating masses of wrecked buildings one 

had to be constantly on the lookout and continually climbing from 

drift to drift, hundreds of people had similar experiences.

"ouiiduy, September 9, 1900, revealed one of Uxe most 

horrible sights that ever a civilised people looked upon. About 

three thousidd homes, nearly half the residence portion of 

Galveston, had been completely swept out of existence, and probably 

more than six thousand persons had passed from life to death 

during that dreadful night. The correct number of those that 

perished will probably never ue known, for many entire fxudlies 

ere missing. Where twenty thousand people lived on the Sth not a 

house remained on the 9th, and who occupied the houses may in 

many instances never known. On account of the pleasant gulf
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breezes taaoy stritugers were residing te^ar&rlly near the beaeik, 

and the nieaber sf these that were lost caiMiot yet be eetii^uted. 

I enclose a chart, figure 2, which sl^we, hy fading, the area, 

ef total CestruGUon, Two charts »f this area have been dram 

independently; one ty Mr, A. d. Xouene, inspector for the local 

board of underwriters, and the other by iiiyuelf and Mr, J. Le Cline, 

The tm diarts agree in nearly all particulars, ead it is believed 

that the chart enclosed represents the true coMltions as nearly 

as it is possible to alow thesi. That portion of the city west of 

Jorty^fifth street was sparsely settled, but there were several 

splendid residences in the southern part of it. Many truck farmers 

anti dairynejB resided on the west end of the island, ana it is 

eatimatea that half of Wes® were lost, as but very few residences 

remained standing down the ieland, yor two uiocke inside the steaded 

area the damage amounts to at least fift^ per cent of the property. 

There is not a house in Galveelon that escaped injury, and there 

are Muses totally wrecked in all parts of the city. All goods 

md supplies not over ei^t feet above the floor were badly injured, 

sad itiuoh was totally lost. The daaa&ge to buildings, personal, md 

other property in Galveston Comty is estimate a at about thirty 

million dollars. The insuranoe inspector of Galveston states 

that Were were 2,636 residences localau prior to the hurricane 

in the area of total destruction, syna he estimates eM thousi . houses 

were totally destroyed in other portions of the city, leaking a 

total of 3,636 houses totally destroyed. The value of these 

uuildings alone is estimated at five Milion five hundred tMWMB



•T^i grain elevators aiiiah. ware full of grain suffered.

the waalleet dagtaye. Ships have resiaaeti loading said w>r3c is 

being rushed day and night. The railroad bridges across the 

vay wre sashed away, uut one of these has been repaired and uireot 

rail aeKtiaunioation ms established with the outside world within 

eleven days after the disaster, Repuiro aed extensions of 

wharves are now being pushed forward with great rapidity. Sot* 

withstanding the fast that the streets are not yet clean and 

deau bodies are bei^ disoovered dally u^4>xi^ the drifted debris, 

the people appear to have ooufidence in the place, sad are 

detenolned. to rebuild anu re-eatabliah thauselves here, Galveston 

being one of the richest cities of its else in the United States, 

Uxere Is no question but that business will soon regain its 

norm i condition and the city will grow and prosper as slie did 

before the disaster. Gotten is now coMng in ly rail from 

different parts of the State and by barge from Houston. The 

wheels of cci—erce are already moving in a Leaner whici. gives 

assurance for the future. Improveuenta will be i.iade stronger 

and more judiciously; for the past twenty-five years they have 

been i^ade with the hurricane of 1U75 in mind, but no one ever 

dreamed that the water would reach the height olreerved in the 

present case. The railroad bridges are to be built ten feet higher 

than they were before. The engineer of the Soutibern Pacific 

Company has informed me that they will construct their wharves 

so that they will withstand even sueh a hurrioane as the one we 

have just experienced.
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*1 uelievu th*t a iisawall, which would have broken the 

swell#, would lave saved mieh loss of both, life and property, 1 

base this view upon observations I have asade in the Mtreee 

northeastern portion of the oiV, wiiich ia practically protected 

by the south jetty} this part of tite city did not suffer more 

than half the damage that other similarly located districts with­

out protection sustained,

the officers of the Baited States Engineering

tug Anna, I lo&rn that the wind at the uoath of the Braces river 

went from north to southwest by the way of west. This siiows that 

the center of the hurricane was near Galveston, probably not more 

than thirty miles to the westward. The following towns have 

suffered great damage, both in the loss of life and property; 

Texas City, Biakinson, La barque, Hitchcock, Arcadia, Alvin, 

Lanvel, liraaoria, Columbia atyl Wharton, Other towns farther 

inland have suffered, but not so seriously. The exact damage at 

these places o&nnot be asuertaine-v.**

Appended hereto ia a map of Galveston as it appears 

today with shaded portion showing area of total destruction 

during the 1900 and 1915 hurricanes. The map indicates the beach 

at a point ranging from one half to two blocks or more farther 

inland along the entire gulf front than prior to September Sth, 

1900, Also there is indicated on the map the elevation of the 

different blocks above sea level in 1900, I'rom Avenue J, or 

Roadway, to the gulf a gradual fill extends to the top of the 

seawall, which is seventeen feet above mean tide.


