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Parula Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Kentucky Warbler 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
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ob-white 
burning Dove 
llow-billed Cuckoo 

;i?uck-will f s-widow 
.'Heated- Woodpecker
cd-bellied Woodpecker

■ fed-headed Woodpecker 
airy Woodpecker
,owny Woodpecker
^reat Crested Flycatcher 
Acadian Flycatcher 
eastern Wood Pewee
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-L» A. Hausman’s 
BIRD HIKING
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The second ; "
win be a year of interest, activity/and 
We should now rededicate ourselves to our 
observation and recording of bird life. ' 
richest. Add to this the fact that HoustonTs W So“ut^Zla^ge^A 
rest ofathetqtSfe|Wby gOt t0 measure UP t0 “hat ls expected of us by the 
we orrani^d +b n® ”atlon*s birders. A great deal has been accomplished since 
= n Banized the Ornithology Group of the Outdoor Nature Club sone fifteen months 
oontin^ally^an^g. d°ne‘ h°rlZ0n5 Me ever-''i<i^ing, our activities

laSt Gr°uPumeetinC on May 13, 1953 certain projects were outlined for the 
Ev^on^ro and îhex reei enerSetic birders to carry them through. Can you help? 
Every one, ca"c°^bute to a successful year by taking part i, the firoup^ctiS- |
Thicket SanctuarvX^ "h° helPed make the Nesting Census at the Little
this a °“c=?ss at the sa™e time, remind those who were not on
m t^be h Î there are °ther Pr°jects in the planning stage
to hone to the,Pfodects outlined at our last meeting and which
FieldPTri^s- kl s®31"’ ", P)- OrEanize Beginner's Bird Study Classes and 
(3) Make an =nn i w* ^Ons°r Junlor Audubon Clubs (Teachers, please note)} - x.^.
Cooperate at the 11111116 Thicket Mature Sa-etuary* - (),).Cooperate with the Conservation Committee and promote vigorous conservation .measures to protect existing Spoonbills and Prairie ChiTinTraS" .. 
out o^ area^^A^r lo=aies of various bird species through-
Birdî^f the Upper Gulf Co^t Î V annotated Check-List Booklet of the 
lunar bird count,

® °" the day beforato/^r  ̂

rigors Of nîT ° the oui-of-doors" forsook Saturday night revelry for thefait that ÎSs thAlUimn °rder t0 g6t an early Start the next morninf. Dépite the 
TOthil It ty, tCreS ”ere C°vered' °nly 6 of the U6 species known to nest 

slrTOch sanctuary were missed, these w»re -. Turkey Vulture, Road­
runner, Screech Owl, Humming Bird, Chipping Sparrow, Yellow_throAed Warb_

Nesting Census taken May 31, 1953 Ç) >Sa'>1 'Vf'ctvaTo

Blue Jay
Common Crow
Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-breasted Nuthatch
Brown-headed Nuthatch
House Viren
Carolina Wren
Mockingbird
Brpwn Thrasher
Wood Thrush
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
White-eyed Vir^o
Yellow-throated Vireo
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(Nesting Census - contM)
Most comon species: Cardinal (1»5) White-eyed Vireo (3U) Carolina.Wren (26) 
Yellow-billed cuckoo (2b) Tufted Titmouse (17) Indigo Bunting (17) Mourning 
Dove (16) Painted Bunting (12) Caroling,Chickadee (11) Red-eyed Vireo (11) 
Kentucky Warbler (10) Yellow-breasted Chat (10) Hooded Warbler (10).

Observers for the Nesting Census were? Jerry Baker, Luta Buchanan, Nance 
Cunningham, Victor Emanuel, Oli^F Ferguson and 2 sons, Joe Heiser, Edna ^er, 
Noel Pettingell, Leota Stilwell, Lawrence Tabonéy, Josephine Wilkin, Ella Aolfer, 
and Armand Yramategui.
Our Sanctuary Director, Joe Heiser, says there is a good chance that the follow- 
in? snecies will be added to the list of Little Thicket breeding birds in thenot- 
too-Sstant future: •■•Black Vulture - Sharp-shinned Hawk - Cooper is Hawk - Swamson s 
Hawk - Killdeer - Barred Owl - Nighthawk - Swift - Red-co evadedWoodpecker - Martin 
- Fish Crow - Catbird - Blackbird- Shrike - Meadowlark - and Orchard Oriole.

CLEARING HOUSE. This is the department devoted to reports from our readers. Any 
unusual ïo'càT~bird observation or, for that matter, news of out-of-town or out-of 
-State trips should be sent to your Editor for publication in the next issue oi 
the Spoonbill. * * * Miss Erna E. Giesecke's Pine Siskins finally left for the 
far North after enjoying the benefits of her feeding s tand at 1509 Courtlandt 
here in Houston for the past Winter and most of this Spring, Miss Giesecke saw 
them for the last time on May 25th. # * * Mrs. Minor Hurst saw a flight of some 
?5 to 100 Wood Ibises fly over her house (located just inside the northern city 
limits of Houston) on May 31st. They were heading northeast. Mrs. Hurst and her 
neighbor, Mrs. L. W. King of 5217 Young also report the Baltimore Oriole nesting 
■n their area, as well as the Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Resthaven Cemetery some 
10 miles north of Houston off U.S. Highway 75, and also in the vicinity of West 
Road and U.S. 75. The Rose-breasted Grosbeak was last seen June luth and the 
Baltimore Oriole, June 2hth, at the latest report. * * * Anyone wishing to see 
a Golden Plover in full Summer plumage (noted by Mrs. Hurst, June 23rd) should go 
north along U.S. 75 to Steub^^er Airline Road and watch the pastures in the vic­
inity for this crippled bird inamong the many nesting Killdeers. * * * A new 
Spoonbill colony on an island re irMorgans Point was discovered on June 6th by 
Armand Yramategui and. ankl in Smith. Over 150 adult Spoonbills were observed 
over the island. It was estim-atedSiere were 50 pairs nesting. , Four kinds of 
herons were also found tobe nes dng on the island, viz. 300 pairs of Louisiana 
Herons? 125 pairs of Block Crov/redNight Herons; 300 pairs of Snowy Egrets; and 
125 pairs of American EfcrecsCalL figures are rough estimates). Armand, who is 
the Outdoor Nature Club’s Conservation Committee Chairman, is now investigating 
the possibility of making this area a refuge similar to the Vingt-un-Islands. -<
* * Watch the CLEARINGHVU-& for future developments concerning this important 
project? * * * * Before br-ngingthis department of the Spoonbill to a conclu- 
sion, here are a few reminders •— The new year will need the means to carry on; 
if you have not dong tic,.)le<156 --’end $1.00 registration fee to Betty Crowley, 
Secretary-Treasurer. The f undsreceived the first year were spent for stationery, 
the Spoonbill plate which ;cusee reproduced at the top of this issue, stamps, 
cards for r ecording names of members and dues paid, filing card box, and a scrap­
book for keeping items of interest contributed by members such as articles, 
pictures, cartoons, etc., and other supplies needed to carry on. There was 
left over in the treasury from last year ^>9.20 and to this has been added $12.50 
this year. Funds for the printing of the Check-Lists were advanced by Joe. eiser 
end repayment for this advance has been made from the sales of the Check-Lists. 
To-date about 2/3 of this obligation has been paid. The Check-List was compiled 
and printed as a Group project last year and once the cost of printing is paid 
thru future sales will be a source of revenue for the Group. A full accounting 
w*ll be made at the next Group meeting in September and we hope that every member 
will be present at that time. * « * * Send your field notes to Noel Pettingell 
to incorporate in the Spoonbill. * * * Notify Darris Massingill regarding andy 
unusual species which other birders may be interested in seeing. Also, call her
if you desire information on forthcoming field trips. Her phone number is FA-7766.
* * * Finally, keep in mind the next Business Meeting of the Ornithology Group 
in September (definite date to be announced later). Topping the agenda will be
a review of our chief activities and accomplishments during the period following 
our organizational meeting on April 11, 1952.
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FOR TOUR INFORMATION* For the benefit of all those who are net yet familar
with the new 5th A.O.U, Check-List bird names which we have incorporated in our 
own local Qieck-List, a comparative listing of the old and new names is given 
below - (note, names which have virtually remained unchanged are excluded from
the list):
Old (Uth A.O.U.) Name
Mexican Cormorant
Water Turkey
Man-o’-war-bird
American Egret
Louisiana Heron

New (5th AeOeU.) Name Qid (hth A.O.U) Name New (5th A.O.U* 
, NameOlivaceous Cormorant

Anhinga Red-backed Sandpiper Dunlin
Magnificent Frigate bird Cabot’s Tern Sandwich Tern
Common Egret Alder Flycatcher Traill’s Fly-
Tricolored Heron catcher

White-faced Glossy Ibis White-faced Ibis Arkansas Kingbird Western Kingbird
American Merganser 
Duck Hawk
Florida Gallinule 
Hudsonian Curlew 
Semipalmated Plover 
Wilson’s Plover

Common Merganser Long-billed Marsh Wren Marsh Wren
Peregrine Falcon Short-billed Marsh Wren Sedge Wren
Common Gallinule Olive-backed Thrush Swainson’s
Whimbrel Thrush
Ringed Plover Blue-headed Vireo Solitary Vireo
Thick-billed Plover Wilson's Warbler PileolatedWarbler 

Northern (Grinnell’s) 
Water-Thrush Small-billed

Water Thrush 
# # hO<Adri'S-

ABOUT THE NEXT ISSUE. After compiling all the material we had Intended to include 
in this July issue, your Editor found (much to his dismay) that he had accumulated 
enough for at least two additional Spoonbills! However, we’ll do our best to 
catch-up in the next edition* & * Complete results of our record-shattering 
Spring Roundup (22^Ç species! ) last April 26th* * * * Reports from birders back from 
their vacations. * * * A resume of Mr. Ar lie K. McKay’s remarkable observations 
over in Chambers County (he has seen all but 13 of the 308 birds in our local 
Check-List, plus 28 rarities not on the Check-List.)7* * * A preliminary list of 
some 138 birds recorded at the Little Thicket Sanctuary - (we may expect constant 
additions to this list)* * * * A list of 63vspecies not included in our local 
Check-List but recorded in our area and therefore to be constantly watched for 
(5 such rarities were seen on the April 26th Roundup)* ,

v ) Q 53 5 x) 10 *i<
FUTURE FIEIJ) TRIPS* July 26th, Sunday, is the date for our next planned field 
trip. I£ will be to Galveston to observe the birds of the Island. All members and 
friends are invited to attend. Beginning birders will have opportunity to observe 
and learn Summer residents of Galveston Island and also see Fulvous Tree Duck and 
Least Tern nestlings. There may be some young Rails and Black-necked Stilts to 
be seen. MEETING PLACE: At the filling station at the right, at Broadway
and 69th Street, Galveston. TIME: 2:00 PM. (Plans are to start home by 6 PM) 
For transportation and more details call Darris Massingill, FA-7766.

IN CONCLUSION: Your Editor wishes to thank all who contributed toward the publi­
cation of this issue and he trusts that your SPOONBILL will improve with age!

* *  * * * *

NEW OFFICERS
Chairman, Armand Tramategui, 2520 calumet Street (KE-9778)
Vice-Chairman in Charge of Projects (Open)
Vice-Chairman in Charge of Field Trips, Ella Wolfer, 3707 Reveille Rc^d (til-0322) 
Secretary-Treasurer, Betty Crowley, U8O9 Fannin (JU-3182) .
Editor-Recorder, Noel Pettingell, 18lli Berry (tS»69W (Tu ♦ 2 $ )
Trip Coordinator, Darris ^assingill, 31U Hutcheson (FA-7766)

■st- -:$■ * **
Members of the Outdoor Nature Club may join the Ornithology Group by sending ■ipl.OO 
registration fee to Secretary-Treasurer. If you are not yet a member of Outdoor 
Nature Club, please send <#3.00 to Mrs. Minor A. Hurst, 5219 Toung, Houston 9, 
Texas - (this includes membership in Ornitholoy Group),

July 11, 1953
Noel Pettingell, Editor
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