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The show 

must go on
Theater District recovers from 
downtown flooding, changes 

some venues
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Horton Foote's 'The 
Carpetbagger's Children,' 
featuring Jean Stapleton, 
fails to live up to ancestors 
in writers repertoire.
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Once on the brink of suicide, 
Troy Ham now is forming a 
support group in his 
hometown of Alvin for 
fellow female-to-male 
transgenders.
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Protestors staged a mock 
jazz funeral at the Southern 
Baptist Convention in New 
Orleans Wednesday. Though 
not on the original agenda, 
several anti-gay resolutions 
were brought up during the 
convention.
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Houston’s gay community hit hard by flooding

by KAY Y. DAYUS

From churches to AIDS agencies, many 
organizations sustained millions in 
damages from Tropical Storm Allison

The lesbian and gay community was hit hard by Tropical Storm 
Allison last weekend when many places were inundated with flood­
water for the first time in possibly the worst flooding ever to hit 
Houston.

The Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church incurred an 
estimated $1 million-plus damage in the flooding. Located at the cor­
ner of 11th and TC Jester on the banks of White Oak Bayou, the 
church has never flooded since it was built in 1953, said Rev. Dwayne 
Johnson.

"We were really not concerned about 
flooding. We researched it and found the 
church had never flooded. This is the first 
time," said Johnson.

There was about 3 feet of water in the 
main sanctuary and the basement was flood­
ed "Somebody who saw it said the main 
sanctuary looked like a lake with pews stick­
ing out," said Johnson.

Services and other church activities will 
continue as usual, but in the adjoining gym, 
said Johnson. "Optimistically, I'd estimate 
about six months before we're back to nor­
mal," he added.

> Continued on Page 10

Interstate 10 at TC Jester 
(top photo) was still blocked 
by floodwaters, stranded 
cars and 18-wheelers 
Saturday in the wake of 
Tropical Storm Allison, which 
deluged Houston Friday 
evening and early Saturday, 
making many roadways, 
including Allen Parkway 
(bottom photo) completely 
impassable.

HRC calls for national boycott of ExxonMobil

. * * w
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At a press conference calling for a boycott. Human Rights Campaign employees cut up 
their ExxonMobil cards in protest.

Group protests company's refusal 
to prohibit discrimination based 
on sexual orientation
by RHONDA SMITH

The Human Rights Campaign called for a nation­
wide boycott of Exxon Mobil Corp. Wednesday because 
of the oil company's ongoing refusal to include explicit 
language in its Equal Employment Opportunity policy 
that prohibits discrimination based on sexual orienta­
tion.

This is the first time that HRC has called for a boycott 
but officials there said the political organization has 
supported similar actions by other gay civil rights advo­
cates in the past.

Elizabeth Birch, HRC's executive director, said that 
organization's executive committee recently approved 
calling for the boycott. A former lawyer in corporate 
America, she described this strategy as "a last possible

> Continued on Page 10
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Now under new management, Don Massey Cadillac's already 

unsurpassed sales and service departments are making an even

stronger customer commitment. The secret is out: We want to 

make you a customer for life. Come on in and ask us about

Escalade, the world's most powerful SUV. We'll wow you with 

our friendly, knowledgeable service and personal touch.

downtown

Don Massey Cadillac

THE FUSION OF DESIGN 
& TECHNOLOGY..

Don Massey Cadillac
2520 Main, Houston • 713-874-0900
Your caring, <<

... i SERVICE HOURS:
servicing, selling niatnei dealer y-jt):,,.. tkoopn. Mondat i,ui.n

SAI.ES HOUKS:
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From computer pioneer to transgender activist

■ .. ■< .. ■

_ , w
■*^*^**

..■•J-

■MS v

■W A.a.t,,

Lynn Conway, inventor of groundbreaking computer and Internet process­
es, recently spoke to Compaq's gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
group about her transition, coming out and return to the male-dominated 
computer field that once shunned her.

Lynn Conway visits Houston, tells of 
coming out in male-dominated field 
of computer science
by ELLA TYLER

Lynn Conway, a featured speaker at CompaqPLUS's Out At 
Compaq event June 8, is a pioneer on both professional and per­
sonal fronts.

Conway, while working at IBM in the 1960s, conceived a 
process known as Dynamic Instruction Scheduling. In the late 
70s, while at Xerox, she co-invented VLSI Chip design. These 
processes are central to today's computers and the Internet. The 
work Conway did at IBM was when she was, as she refers to her­
self, "a boy." Her work at Xerox was done after she underwent 
sexual reassignment surgery, and became, "a girl."

Conway, now in her early sixties (she is coy about her age, 
claiming, 'Tm over 55. Ladies (jon't tell have to tell their ages") 
spent the time from her transition in 1968 to 1998 in what she calls 
"deep stealth," totally disconnected from her male past, both pro­
fessional and personal.

There was good reason for Conway's secrecy about her past. 
IBM fired her, even though Conway thought she had the support 
of her supervisors. Today, she believes, "The decision to fire me 
was made at the highest levels of management."

After she was fired, she lost contact with her wife and children, 
though she has since established contact with her daughters. 
Whenever she disclosed her gender change, job offers were with­
drawn.

Conway began working at the "bottom of the ladder," she 
says, as a contract computer programmer for Memorex in 1971.

"It was lucky timing. It was the first wave of women who had 
been teachers and secretaries going into the field. Memorex was a 
start up company and they needed people." A little more than two

>- Continued on Page 11

Female-to-male support group forms in Alvin
Troy Ham wants to help men like himself by 
founding Some Transgenders Are Guys
by D.L. GROOVER

Troy Ham remembers the date and time exactly. November 15,1999,11:30 p.m.
He's not likely to ever forget it. At midnight, he planned to kill himself. He'd lay 

in bed with the gun to his head and covered it with a pillow to muffle the sound of 
the gunshot. His marriage was a disaster, his parents were unforgiving, and he was 
alone. Distraught, he thought he was the only person with this problem. For years it 
haunted him. He was trapped without an escape.

When he got home from work, he went online to tell his other family in his 
favorite chat room support group what his plans were. Fortunately, his cyber friends 
talked him out of suicide. But his late night messages were forwarded to his ex-hus- 
band, who contacted Troy's father, who called the police.

"The police kicked in my door. To this day I'm scared of how easily they got in. 
They asked if I had a weapon. I told them yes. 'Where is it?' they asked. 'In the 
wardrobe.' Then they asked if I intended to hurt myself. I said yes, and they told dad 
to take me to UTMB (University of Texas Medical Branch). I was in the hospital for 
four days. I told them I was a man in a woman's body."

This confusion, this emotional cul-de-sac, this gender dysphoria hell is what Troy 
wants no one to ever go through. He knows now that he's not alone anymore, and 
so he's starting a support group in his hometown of Alvin for female-to-male trans­
sexuals. He calls it S.T.A.G. (Some Transgenders Are Guys). The initial meeting is set 
for July 21,7 p.m., at his home in Alvin.

"For as long as I've been conscious of it," Troy said, "which is since I was a little 
kid, I wanted to be male. I always thought I was male. It's not that I want to be, it's 
what I am.

"But my body says, no, you're not. It's really irritating, but the only thing I can

>• Continued on Page 11

■■
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Though Troy Ham, founder of the new support group 
Some Transgenders Are Guys, has had a hysterectomy, 

he had to postpone the follow-up mastectomy for lack 
of funds. He hopes to be transitioned in 5 years.
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O^IBRACE YOUR COMMUNITY
> EMBRACE YOUR DIVERSITY
Join Katfs Deli in embracing AIDS Foundation Houston and > 
the Pride Committee of Houston in an exclusive Pride Parade
fun-raising event. Pick Up your tickets to the hottest official 
pride parade party of the year!

^.$30.00 in advance ($40 day of) includes:

• Prime parade viewing
• Complimentary buffet 

Beverages (cash bar)

KATZ’S DELI & BAR 

616 Westheimer 
Saturday, June 23, 2001 

6 p.m. until the last float passes you by
Arrive early for choice parking.

Advance tickets available by visiting Katzs Deli & Bar 
or call 713-623-6796 to charge by phone before June 20.

FOUNDATION
HOUSTON

For more information contact (713)623-6796 or visit www.aidshelp.org

ROLEX

Some couples exchange 
more than vows.

a sip?

I LU mark/
Houston’s Bridal & Diamond Headquarters 

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6 • Thu. 10-9

3841 Bellaire Blvd. • 713-668-5000
Rolex Day-Date and Lady-Datejust. Enlarged for detail. Rolex, ♦.Oyster Perpetual. Day-Date and Lady-Datejust are trademarks.

around the nation
CA Assembly passes measure which grants benefits to domestic partners

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—Despite strong opposition, a bill that would grant marriage ben­
efits to domestic partners passed the California State Assembly June 7 by a vote of 42-31, the 
Los Angeles Times reported. The bill, known as AB 25, would grant domestic partners 
than a dozen health and legal benefits, including power of attorney and the right to adopWRe 
children of a partner. The opposition came from the Campaign for California Families, which 
ran full-page newspaper ads against "the homosexual marriage agenda." Campaign members 
also gathered outside the Glendale office of Democratic Assembly member Dario Frommer in 
May to dissuade him from supporting the measure, and said it would undermine Proposition 
22, which defines marriage as a union between a man and a woman." They say that it violates 
Prop. 22, which it does not. And they want you to think it's only for same-sex partnerships. 
It's not. It applies broadly," Frommer said. The bill moves to the California Senate.

Cruise continues fight against gay rumors with second $100 million suit
LOS ANGELES (AP)—Tom Cruise filed a $100 million defamation lawsuit against a sec­

ond man who alleged to have proof that the actor is gay. The Superior Court suit filed June 4 
accuses Michael Davis of spreading a fictitious rumor by e-mail to a dozen media outlets 
claiming that he engaged in an affair with Cruise and that he had a videotape to prove it. The 
suit accused Davis of spreading the statements "in order to hurt the plaintiff and to gain 
widespread publicity for himself." Meanwhile, Cruise is planning to drop his $100 million

suit filed against Chad Slater, who made gay 
wrestling videos under the name Kyle Brad^B, 
MSNBC reported. Bradford announced thSae 
is dropping out of public life and is auctioning 
off his Web addresses—KyleBradford.com, 
Usedjockstrap.com and KyleLivecam.com—on 
e-Bay. On Bradford's Web site, he thanks his 
supporters. An upcoming book will chronicle 
his life in wrestling and porn.

Tom Cruise continues to battle speculation that he 
is gay and filed a second $100 million lawsuit, this 
one against a man who said he videotaped an 
affair with the actor.

Ohio university creates 30 unisex restrooms for trans students
ATHENS, Ohio (AP)—Ohio University has designated about 30 restrooms across campus 

as unisex in order to make them safer for transgendered people to use. The decision resulted 
from a campaign by transgendered student Collin Lovell, who graduated June 9 with an eco­
nomics degree. "They [unisex bathrooms] are safe for transgender people who might shock 
the general public walking into a men's restroom or a women's restroom," Lovell said. The 
university doesn't track how many students identify themselves as transgendered. T^ 
Hogan, the university's dean of students, said unisex restrooms are a matter of com®|. 
sense. "We're trying to make the climate on campus welcoming to all students," he said^

Bush judge pick draws concern over past defense of anti-gay measure
WASHINGTON—President George W Bush nominated a Colorado attorney who 

defended that state's anti-gay ballot initiative before the U.S. Supreme Court in 1995 to the 
10th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals. Timothy M. Tymkovich, who served as Colorado's solic­
itor general from 1991 to 1996, has since claimed he was merely doing his job in defending 
Amendment 2 and that he has no personal animosity toward gays, according to openly gay 
attorney Julie Tolleson, who worked with Tymkovich. But other activists familiar with him 
said that while Tymkovich doesn't appear to be an outspoken supporter for the religious 
conservatives, he is known as a hard-line conservative who would lean toward legal opin- . 
ions that could be detrimental to gay civil rights laws. "He could emerge as someone against 
government regulations, possibly even civil rights laws. But there is not a real stridency and 
meanness that you see in [U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin] Scalia," Tolleson said.

HI canoe racing club drops DNA testing requirements for trans paddlers
HONOLULU—A canoe racing group has ended its requirement that transgend^j^l, 

competitors must submit to DNA tests to determine their sex, the Honolulu Star 
reported. The decision comes after two transgendered women filed complaints with the 
Hawaii Civil Rights Commission over the Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association's decision 
that they would have to submit to DNA testing before being allowed to compete on 
women's paddling teams. The association's board now says it will allow a birth certificate, 
driver's license and any publicly recognized document to verify gender and age of canoe 
paddlers. The board was worried that it could not fight off lawsuits if it continued to insist 
on DNA tests. "The bottom line is we don't have insurance to cover for a civil suit. We're 
just a nonprofit organization, and we have a shoestring budget," said HCRA President 
Michael Tongg. Tammy Wronski, one of the two transsexuals who filed a grievance, said

-------- ------------------ r:------- she hoped the change will "fix the situation." "My
I For more news, visit only dream left is to paddle the Molokai Channel. 

EjfegcS www.houstonvoice.com • It's something to keep me alive," said Wronski.
______ —------------------ — ^rom s^aff and ^ire reports
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around the world
Retired Italian general calls for recruiting gays, but not women

ROME—Italy should recruit gay men and foreigners, but not women, to fill the thinning 
ranks of its military, a retired Italian brigadier-general told Reuters last week. "The lack of 
professionals could easily be resolved by recruiting immigrants and gays. We should recruit 
pays as long as they promise to conduct themselves properly in the barracks," said General 
»igi Caligaris, a leading commentator on defense and military issues. When asked if 
women had a role to play in the Italian military, Caligaris said he didn't think so. "Not even 
in England have they managed to recruit as many [women] as they would have liked, or 
integrate them," he said. Caligaris suggested that Italy reward the soldiers with citizenship 
after five years' service. "The ancient Romans rewarded foreigners who served in their 
ranks with citizenship... Why can't we follow the example of ancient Rome?" he asked. Italy 
is fazing out the draft and expects its ranks to thin from 270,000 soldiers to 190,000 by 2007.

Conservative U.K. politician with gay past in running for top post
LONDON—Conservative parliament member Michael Portillo, who confessed to a gay 

past gay in 1999, is in the running to replace outgoing Conservative leader William Hague, 
the Independent reported. Portillo was thought likely to become the Tory leader in 1997, but 
lost his seat in Parliament in the election that brought Tony Blair to power. He returned to 
Parliament in 1999. Portillo comes from the more 
conservative wing of the Tory party, and fears a 
smear campaign if he pursues the post. Those fears 
may have been reinforced when former British Prime

Minister Margaret Thatcher threw her support 
^phind another candidate, Iain Duncan Smith. "Sex, 

drugs and rock 'n' roll—these social dimensions mat­
ter much more in influencing voting intentions," said 
Alan Duncan, a Portillo supporter. Portillo, who is 
married, once voted against lowering the gay age of 
consent to 16 and created a tabloid sensation when 
he said he had gay experiences as a young man.
Michael Portillo, a Conservative member of the U.K.
Parliament said his past gay relationships may prompt 
a smear campaign to ruin his chances of the becoming 
party leader.
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Drug:
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Sex Ad

When you have 
issues to deal with, 
being gay shouldn’t 

I be one of them.
If you’re struggling with addiction o 
depression, you need a treatment 
center where you can 
be yourself....
Where you can talk frankly and 
safely to people who understand 
you.

Medicare and most insurance plans cover our programs 
www.pricle-instftute.com j

We’re Pride Institute, the nation’s 
leader in providing treatment for 
the gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered communities. We 
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outpatient and halfway house 
services. You have the power. 
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U.S. grants coalition of gay groups $500,000 for Holocaust victims
NEW YORK—A coalition of gay groups working to preserve the history of gay 

Holocaust victims has received more than $500,000 in U.S. government funds. The Pink 
Triangle Coalition, which consists of the San Francisco-based International Gay & Lesbian 
Human Rights Commission and seven other European and Israeli groups, received a letter 
from the U.S. government in January announcing the award. "There is no monetary 
amount that can erase what happened. ... No matter what the amount was, it would be 
j^mbolic," said IGLHRC founder Julie Dorf, but added that the coalition was excited by the 
*ard. The money will be used to create an outreach program featuring the movie 
"Paragraph 175," to fund two German museums, and to help publish a book with the 
names of gay Holocaust survivors. The coalition waited until they had the money in hand 
to announce the grant. "We still have enemies in Congress. We didn't want to mess this up 
by getting any publicity before the fact," Dorf said.

United Nations delays accreditation for anti-gay conservative group
NEW YORK—The Family Research Council, a conservative anti-gay organization, is 

facing opposition in its effort for United Nations accreditation and is using the U.N's pre­
vious accreditation of a gay group to criticize the process. In 1993, the U.N. granted observ­
er status to the International Lesbian & Gay Association, a status which was revoked in 
1994 when the U.S. objected to ILGA's ties to a German pedophile group. "If the ILGA's 
views were to prevail in the United Nations, any country without laws establishing and 
protecting counterfeit 'gay marriage' could be charged with 'human rights' violations," the 
FRC said in response to the deferral of its accreditation. Robert Maginnis, FRC vice presi­
dent for policy, called the deferral "inappropriate," and pointed out that his agency is "a 
pro-life, pro-faith, pro-family organization that has shown a commitment to human rights."

^^ustralian AIDS activists damage famous clock to rally attention

MELBOURNE—AIDS activists vandalized the city's famous floral clock to bring attention to 
the global AIDS epidemic, the Age reported. Lord Mayor Peter Costigan said the clock, located 
in the Queen Victoria Gardens, was vandalized by Queens United to Eradicate Economic 
Rationalism. The incident caused an estimated $10,000 in damage to the clock by damaging its 
arms, trampling on its seedlings and planting white crosses on it. Costigan said the city of 
Melbourne supported the cause of the group, but their actions "in inflicting so much damage to 
this beautiful and popular feature are to be condemned." "No matter how worthy the cause, that 
sort of senseless vandalism does nothing to advance the cause," he said. QUEER spokesperson 

Liz Humphrys said the protest came 10 years after 
AIDS activists first desecrated the clock. "Another 
group of activists have done similarly," she said.

—From staff and wire reports

For more news, visit
www.houstonvoice.com

3966 westmeimer Highland Village 
713-622-4411

JCAHO Accredited
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Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

We do catered events for up to 200 people!
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224 
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

police beat
OK prosecutor criticizes board for clemency vote on killer of gay man

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)—The district attorney in Grady County is criticizing the state 
Pardon & Parole Board's clemency vote for death row inmate Gerardo Valdez. "All victims 
and prosecutors and citizens of this state should be very concerned about this decision^ 
prosecutor Gene Christian said. Valdez is scheduled to be executed June 19 for the 19oi 
killing of Juan Barron. Valdez shot and beat Barron, then slit his throat and burned his body 
in a barbecue pit. The parole board voted 3-1 on June 6 that Valdez be spared and sentenced 
to life in prison without parole over new evidence about Valdez's past, his lack of criminal 
behavior before or after the crime and his history of head injuries. Valdez killed Barron 
because Barron made gay advances toward him. Valdez took Barron to his home, forced 
him to take off his clothes, then preached to him that the Bible condemned gays. When 
Barron rejected the preaching, Valdez attacked and killed him. Christian said he will lobby 
Gov. Frank Keating to reject the state parole board's recommendation 

'Gay panic' defense doesn't sway MD jury in convicting priest killer 
GERMANTOWN, Md.—A drifter who said he murdered a Roman Catholic priest last 

June after the priest made sexual advances was found guilty June 5 of second-degree 
murder. Robert Lucas, 26, faces a maximum sentence of 30 years for the June 2000 stab­
bing of Monsignor Thomas Wells, 56. Lucas was also 
convicted of robbery with a dangerous weapon and 
first-degree burglary, both of which carry 20-year 
maximum sentences. "We're very pleased with the 
result," State's Attorney Robert Gansler said. Lucas 
testified in Montgomery County Circuit Court that 
he killed Wells in a fit of rage provoked by an 
unwanted sexual advance. "Nothing in Monsignor 
Wells's 29 years as a priest suggests the defense's 
allegations could be even remotely plausible," the 
Archdiocese of Washington told the Washington Post. 
Gansler said that he will seek the maximum sentence 
of 70 years at an Aug. 13 sentencing.

A jury convicted Robert Lucas last week of murdering a 
priest, despite his 'gay panic' defense.
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Callfor an appointment 713-527-0000

Tony Carroll, lmsw-acp 
| Counseling, Psychotherapy, Workshops for Individuals and Couples

11*

tfj Houston's Gay and Lesbian 
Community Since 1983 www.HoustonTherapist.com
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TX man pleads guilty, gets five-year sentence in death of AIDS activist
FORT WORTH—A Dallas man who said he was trying to return a gift to a gay man 

pleaded guilty to criminally negligent homicide in the hit-and-run killing of the man's part­
ner, the Fort Worth Star-Telegram reported. Robert Kays, 39, received five years' probation 
in the Jan. 2 death of Ken Richardson, 32, an AIDS activist who had educated thousands of 
high school students about the disease. "Based on the evidence of the case, it was the best 
we felt we could get," said Assistant District Attorney Mitch Poe. As part of probation^ 
Kays must enter a substance abuse program and stay away from Richardson's family an^H. 
his partner. Kays claimed he was in Fort Worth to return a present to Blaise Parker 
Richardson and Parker saw someone trying to break into their home on an outside sur­
veillance monitor. Richardson chased the man, who got into his Jeep. When Richardson 
stood in front of the Jeep the man ran over him. Authorities said they did not have enough 
evidence to prove that Kays was at Richardson's home the night of the death. Richardson's 
friends have said that Kays had been harassing the couple.

Police arrest Turkish man for allegedly blackmailing pop star with pics
ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP)—Turkish police detained a man accused of stealing nude pho­

tographs of pop star Tarkan and attempting to blackmail him for being gay. One of the pho­
tographs, shown on television and published in most Turkish newspapers June 9, shows 
Tarkan and an unidentified man sunbathing naked. Another shows Tarkan and a different 
man, both wearing swimming briefs, in an embrace. Police detained Suleyman Sahin after 
Tarkan's lawyer accused him of attempting to blackmail the singer, who has always insist­
ed that he is not gay. Tarkan said earlier this year that he would sue Mehmet Gul, a far-right 
lawmaker who told a newspaper that, "If Tarkan were not gay, we'd like him more."

Man who killed two in NY bar shooting wants release to treatment progran^b*
NEW YORK (AP)—A man convicted of fatally shooting two people and wounding 

six others outside a gay bar in 1980 is seeking to be released from a psychiatric hospi­
tal. A jury in 1994 had determined that Ronald Crumpley should no longer be held 
against his will, but prosecutors successfully appealed that decision. On June 7, 
Crumpley appeared before another jury to again argue for a transfer to a minimum 
security treatment program. "Right now I m here because I m stable and I feel like I'm 
fit to be in the community," said Crumpley, 59. He also testified that although he now 
sees homosexuality more objectively, he still views it as a deviation from normal sex-

—__________—____________ ual behavior." A six-person jury must decide
I For more news, visit Yhether he * iU' and judge must 

Xwhoustonvoice.com determine whether he is still dangerous.
________________ ________ From staff and wire reports
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Dating is a beach?

Enjoy worship at your home church in the morning and 
visit us in the evening for an alternate worship experience!
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Church Service begins at 6:30pm and 
nursery is available for small children. 
Mid-week “Home Group" services on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713'528-6756 or email 
maranatha@evl.net
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The Funnest Lesbian and Gay Online Dating Service in the South!

“LooH out Cupid?”
- CyberSocket
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Maranatha Fellowship MCC
1311 Holman

(across from HCC-Downtown Campus) 

meets in the home of Central Congregational Church 

6:30pm Sunday Evenings
JOIN US AS WE'BUILD COMMUNITY THROUGH COMPASSION

• Experience the presence of God

• Celebrate your faith

• Sing and make music in your heart to God

• Grow in the knowledge of God’s word

HI church removes large cross to avoid signs backing gays, Satan
MAKAKILO, Hawaii—An effort to erect large signs supporting gays and Satanism 

have led a Hawaiian church to temporarily bring its cross inside, the Honolulu Star-Bulletin 
^gnorted. The Hawaii Citizens for the Separation of State & Church sought removal of the 

*^Pss on the grounds that its height violated city sign ordinances. City officials had cleared 
the cross under an old interpretation that considered it to be a symbol and not a sign. That 
prompted Andrew Crothier to apply for a building permit to erect a 20-foot symbol of 
Satanism on his residential property and Michael Golojuch Jr. to apply for a 20-foot sym­
bol representing gays on his lot. Planning & Permitting Director Randall Fujiki said the city 
is considering an amendment that would allow symbols only on properties designated as 
"meeting facilities." Fujiki acknowledged that the request for new symbols played a role in 
the city's decision. "What's important is that the city adopts a fair policy," said Brent White, 
legal director for the ACLU, which is assisting the citizens group.

Catholic bishop in U.K delivers sermon at ceremony for gay couple
MIDDLESBROUGH, England—The Roman Catholic Bishop of Middlesbrough officiat­

ed at a service of "thanksgiving" for a 25-year gay partnership between two prominent 
local Catholics, the Electronic Telegraph reported. Right Rev. John Crowley delivered the ser­
mon June 9 at a service in Kensington. The couple—Julian Filochowski, director of the 
Catholic Fund for Overseas Development, and Martin Pendegast, leader of the Catholic 
Caucus of the Lesbian & Gay Christian Movement—sent out invitations to the service "to 
^jlebrate 25 years of friendship and commitment to the pursuit of justice." Non-celibate 
iBy relationships are forbidden by the Catholic Church and the Pope declared in a 1986 
encyclical that gay sex acts are "intrinsically disordered." Crowley became involved in the 
celebration because of his role as the bishop for Filochowski's agency. A Catholic source 
said that Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor "will flip when he finds out."

CT high school principal bucks ministers' criticism of gay newspaper
NEW HAVEN, Conn.—A high school student newspaper that published a special issue 

focusing on gay topics has angered local Latino ministers, the New Haven Register reported. 
Rev. Abraham Marsach asked for a meeting with Superintendent Reginald Mayo to discuss 
the paper. Mayo said he will meet with Marsach and about 10 other church leaders and has 
asked the City Corporation Counsel's office to review the matter. Mayo and Principal Judith 
Falaro, who approved the publication from Wilbur Cross High School's Gay-Straight 
Alliance before|t was published, said she respects the churches' right to disagree but would 
not infringe on students' rights to freedom of expression. "We can't on the one hand say that 
we're going to have safe schools and we're going to teach diversity and tolerance and then 
be intolerant to a particular group," Falaro said. Cross senior Caitlin Dunklee, the paper's 
editor, said issue was supposed to foster tolerance and spark dialogue among students and 
teachers about homophobia. "We want to get conversations moving so people's eyes will be 
open and people who are worried about these issues can talk about it openly," Dunklee said.

Aistralian archbishop bans gay-friendly Episcopalian from speaking 
WERISBANE, Australia—Australia's next Governor-General, Archbishop Peter 
Hollingworth, has banned retired pro-gay Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong from 
preaching in Anglican churches in Brisbane, the Melbourne Herald reported. Spong, 68, is 
visiting Australia on a book tour, and has been welcomed to 
speak in the Perth and Adelaide dioceses. In Brisbane, he will 
speak at functions sponsored by thie local Sea of Faith net­
work, including a public address at Albert St. Uniting 
Church. Sea of Faith spokesperson Deborah Price said she 
was disappointed by Hollingworth's decision. "It never both­
ers me when I run into that response," Spong said of the ban.

Maranatha 
Fellowship 

Metropolitan
Community Church 'f

’Building CommunitY Through Compassion’ |

Edwina Features include

• Multiple Matching Profiles

• Multiple Photos

• Prhate Photos

• More Matching Control 

Improved Mail Features

John Shelby Spong, a gay-friendly author and retired Episcopal 
bishop, was banned from delivering speeches in Anglican churches 
by an Australian archbishop.

Cathplic University cites 'misrepresentation' in dropping ex-gay event
WASHINGTON—Catholic University canceled plans to host an ex-gay conference 

^flht weekend, and said the organizer misrepresented the nature of the gathering, the 
'^Washington Post reported. The conference, titled "Healing for the Homosexual & Their 

Families," was moved to Trinity College, a Catholic school for women in Northeast 
Washington, and drew about five-dozen people. Trinity officials also said that Anthony 
A. Falzarano, national director of the Parents & Friends Ministries, misrepresented the 
conference's purpose. Falzarano, who calls himself a former homosexual, leads a faith­
based movement to "cure" gays of their homosexuality, which he has called "a neuro­
sis" brought on by child sexual abuse. "We don't rent space to people who come in 
under false pretenses. And we informed them of that," said Victor Nakas, a spokesper­
son for Catholic University. Speakers at the event included Rev. Paul Scalia, son of 

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia. Falzarano 
said that campus officials were looking for an 
excuse to bar his group.

—From staff and wire reports

£
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EDITORIAL

Opening the door on some complicated closets
by CHRIS CRAIN

In the bad old days before Ellen and 
Elton, back when most Americans thought 
homosexuality was a perversion, most of 
us were either in the closet or out.

In that black-and-white world, the closeted 
gays were the ones having sex on the sly, 
eschewing real relationships, rarely frequent 
ing gay-identified establishments, and reject­
ing any notion that the "G" word applied to 
them. Gay communities were small and infor­
mal networks, and the vast majority of homo­
sexuals had little or nothing to do with them.

Of course that's mostly changed for the 
better. Last month, 52 percent of Gallup 
respondents agreed homosexuality was "an 
acceptable alternative lifestyle," up from 38 
percent just a decade ago. And, for the first 
time in the quarter century since Gallup has 
been asking the question, as many 
Americans believe homosexuality is genet­
ic as don't. Back in 1977, nurture topped 
nature by a four-to-one margin.

In that improved climate, you would 
expect that our closets are looking a lot dif­
ferent, even if they are not entirely unoccu­
pied. The Census Bureau released figures on 
Wednesday, for example, that hint at a dra­
matic increase in the number of households 
willing to report to the federal government 
that they're headed by a same-sex couple.

But an anti-gay stigma is alive and well, 
in one form or another, in most parts of the 
country, and under that environment, we 
respond differently as individuals to the 
challenge of coming out in all aspects of our 
lives. As a result, a lot of our closets have 
gotten awfully complicated.

Anthony Romero made headlines last 
month when the ACLU tapped him as its first 
openly-gay executive director. Press reports at 
the time indicated that he lived in New York 
with his longtime partner, but Romero 
declined to identify him. In an interview with 
Southern Voice, sister paper to the Houston 
Voice, Romero said he respected his partner's 
decision "to not bring any aspect of his per­
sonal life into his professional life."

As a practical matter, it's hard to believe 
that Romero's other half will be able to con­
ceal from his coworkers that his totally out 
boyfriend sits at the helm of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, but it's even more 
fascinating that he intends to try.

Brendan Lemon, the editor of Out mag­
azine, also has a boyfriend he keeps in the 
closet, but because he's a Major League 
Baseball player. Lemon was willing, how­
ever, to write a column about his relation­
ship, dropping tantalizing hints—including 
that the player was a star, but not the 
biggest, on a team somewhere on the East 
Coast—that spurred rampant speculation 
on sports radio talk shows.

(One such radio program, syndicated 
throughout th© South, is so convinced that 
Baltimore Oriole Brady Anderson is the 
closeted player in question that every time 
his name is mentioned, the hosts play the 
"Brady Bunch" jingle, cuing up the line, 
"Here's a story, 'bout a man named Brady, 
who was busy with three boys of his own.") •

Lemon succeeded brilliantly in starting 
a national conversation about homosexual­
ity in sports, all while maintaining a rather 
precarious closet for someone who is the 
editor, after all, of Out magazine. He has 
been in the relationship for 18 months and 
never even introduced his boyfriend to his 
friends and family (and, presumably, the 
converse is also true). With the release of 
the column, maintaining that complicated 
closet will become even more difficult.

Just ask Rosie O'Donnell, the Queen of 
Nice, who blew kisses to her girlfriend from 
the stage of the Emmy Awards show last 
month but who still won't confirm she's a 
lesbian. O'Donnell's dance with disclosure 
may finally explain that popular T-shirt slo­
gan, "I'm not a lesbian but my girlfriend is."

O'Donnell has toyed with the subject for 
years. Before Ellen DeGeneres came out, 

place, often master the art of using the gender­
neutral pronoun around the office, or culti­
vate a reputation as a very private person.^.

Even "professional queers," inclu® 
many of us in the gay press, sometimes 
make strangers play 20 questions before 
explaining exactly what type of work we 
do—especially if we just want to ride an 
airplane in peace or avoid an awkward 
moment at a cocktail party.

Usually, the damage done from main­
taining a complicated closet is largely per­
sonal. The more difficult it is to maintain 
our carefully drawn lines, the more we suf­
fer the closet's familiar emotional baggage, 
albeit less severely than if we completely 
concealed the gay part of who we are.

.But there is collateral damage, too. 
When public figures make little effort to 
hide their same-sex love interest and yet 

Heterosexuals take their cue from us, so if we act uncomfortable W 
draw weird lines around what part of our lives are fit for conversation, 

then we can only expect more of the same back from them.
the two even joked on national television 
about both being "Lebanese."

Even still, the non-tabloid media respect 
O'Donnell's complicated closet, dutifully 
reporting that she shows up for NBA games 
with a "blonde companion," leaving the 
reader to draw gender-appropriate conclu­
sions. Even when New York magazine took 
the plunge and officially outed O'Donnell 
recently, her publicist was characteristically 
obtuse in responding.

"Rosie's sexuality has never been 
important to her and it's not going to be 
now," the spokesperson said in a statement. 
"I don't think it's important to her public."

The statement is almost Orwellian. 
Clearly O'Donnell's sexual orientation is an 
immensely important issue for her, other­
wise she would not work so hard keeping 
one foot in the closet, while letting the other 
dangle out. After all, this is a woman who 
prattles daily on her talk show—and in her 
brand-new, Oprah-esque magazine—about 
every other aspect of her personal life.

Likewise "her public": If O'Donnell truly 
believed it wasn't "important" to her ador­
ing fans which sex she favors, she would 
have long ago gone on Barbara Walters and 
put us out of our speculative misery.

Public figures aren't the only ones draw­
ing some mighty fine lines in their personal 
closets. Sociologist Charlotte Patterson 
from the University of Virginia is the 
unquestioned pioneer in research about the 
effect on children of being raised by lesbian 
moms. She is out about being a lesbian, but 
considered it a gross violation of her priva­
cy when a gay newspaper reported last 
year that she is a mother no matter the 
relevance to her research.

All the more complicated are the closets 
that many of us slip into in conversation, 
even if we pride ourselves on being as out 
as out can be. Those of us who include our 
family and friends in our personal lives, but 
who toil in a predominantly straight work­

dodge the subject of their sexual orienta­
tion, or when they are open about being 
gay but try to hide some other part of their 
lives that no straight person would consid­
er private, then they perpetuate the very 
stigma they resist.

The bigger the public figure, the broader 
the impact on observers, who absorb the mes­
sage that homosexuality carries some form of 
shajne or embarrassment, or is at least very 
different from being straight. Heterosexuals 
take their cue from us; and if we act uncom­
fortable or draw weird lines around what part 
of our lives are fit for conversation, then we 
can only expect the same back from them. A

Tragically, among African-AmerioBr 
and other people of color, the complicated 
closet even carries a body count. Every time 
new statistics are released about the spread 
of HIV in this country, the most striking 
increase is among black men who have sex 
with men, but who do not identify as gay.

Their reasons are as complicated as the 
closet they inhabit, from the continued stig­
ma around homosexuality in the black 
community, to racism and segregation 
within the gay community. But the result is 
a population that has been largely immune 
to the safer sex message, but not to HIV.

And because many of these "men who 
have sex with men" also engage in unpro­
tected heterosexual sex, often to reassure 
themselves of their heterosexuality, the A 
of HIV infection among black wome^ff 
also disturbingly high.

Identifying complicated closets and 
marveling (or even snickering) at their 
mtricacy is a good deal easier than resolv­
ing how to empty them out. But with a 
public health emergency to add some 
urgency to the matter, the time has come for 
a good spring cleaning.

Chris Crain is executive editor of the 
Houston Voice and can be reached at 
ccrain@window-niedia.com.
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VIEWPOINT

HIV prevention missing black ‘men who have sex with men’
by PHILL WILSON

The answer, though the organizers 
of coming out days and Pride contin­
gents may not like to hear it, may be to 
dispense with comfortable assump­
tions that gay equals white, and that

But when gay and AIDS organiza­
tions throw up their hands about how 
to reach men who may not be spending 
Sunday morning at gay restaurants, 
clubs, or community forums, then we 
have to ask: Are these men the prob­

In the African-American communi­
ty, too, the power of black gay men 
speaking out and working together has 
led to the formation of important 
organizations, including my own.

Still, inaction toward the HIV crisis 

lem, or is it our one-size-fits-all 
approach to HIV prevention?

The real question that should have 
AIDS prevention workers scratching 
their heads is the fact that some studies 
show that black men—including those 
who identify as gay—are not reporting 
any more unsafe sex than their white 
counterparts. Why, then, are our infec­
tion rates so much higher?

among black men who have sex with 
men is showing the limits of AIDS and 
gay community thinking, particularly 
concerning men who do not identify as 
gay. As alarming as the terrible rate of 
HIV infection is, I am mortified by the 
complete failure of the gay and AIDS 
communities to mobilize around these 
bleak trends.

It's not surprising that a mainstream

very little investigation of what kinds 
of decisions African-American men ♦
who have sex with men are making, 
what kinds of conversation we're hav­
ing about HIV disclosure, or what 
kinds of discussions or support might 
prove helpful to us.

We do know—at least those of us 
who are black and gay—that the pre­
dominantly white AIDS prevention 
organizations need to offer African- 
American men more than another lec­
ture. We also know that we need 
more resources for more and better 
research into why rates of HIV infec­
tion are staying so high among 
African-American men who have sex 
with men.

Now that African-American gay 
men are at greatest risk for HIV, we 
must be careful not to shift all gay 
community attention to AIDS in 
Africa, or to the marriage question.

Twenty years into the epidemic, 
prevention interventions need to help 
all men who are having sex with men

with a 
news from the CDC that young black 
gay and bisexual men were being 
infected each year at rates five times 
higher than white gay men.

The news from the CDC came after 
earlier studies showed that 30 percent 
of young black gay men are infected by 
age 30 and that young gay men of color 
face an infection rate nearly three times 
higher than other gays. Somehow, it 
seems appropriate that, even as we 
honor those who have died over two 
decades, we also focus on HIV preven­

There was hardly time 
this month to contem­
plate the 20th anniversary 
of AIDS before being hit 

bombshell from the present:

Black men can be gay in one part of our lives and play other 
roles within families, friendship networks and churches, and 

it's about time AIDS groups figured out how to reach us with 
prevention efforts.

men who are out are the only ones 
worth our attention.

Gay identity has been, and remains, a 
powerful force in HIV prevention. Many 
leading organizations looked to as a model 
for AIDS services—GHMC, APLA, 
Whitman-Walker, and San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation—were begun by white gay 
men taking care of their own.

newspaper in Texas would react to the 
epidemic among black men by describ­
ing how men go out, have "freaky" sex 
and go home to their wives. I don't 
expect the general public to know that 
African-American men may function as 
out or gay in one part of our lives and 
play other roles within families, friend­
ship networks and churches.

AIDS organizations have been too 
busy labeling African-American men 
who have sex with men as "unreach­
able" to know.

There's been very little examination 
of how or whether men who do identi­
fy as gay find men who don't identify 
as gay for sex—and how we might 
reach both for HIV prevention. There's

think through decision-making and 
risk-taking—including those march­
ing in Pride parades, and those who 
never will.

Phi 11 Wilson is the founder of the 
African- American AIDS Policy & 
Training Institute in Los Angeles and can 
be reached at Phillw@aaainstitute.org.
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RMCC, GCAM among local oi^anizations flooded by Allison
> Continued from Page 1

The RMCC was not the only church affect­
ed by Allison. The heavy rainfall created 
havoc for the folks at Bering Memorial United 
Methodist Church at 1440 Harold when their 
huge basement was flooded with about 7 
inches of water, said Rev. Troy Plummer.

But this was water of a different kind; it 
was raw sewage and it created quite a stink, 
said Plummer.

"The city's sewage lines blocked and 
they backed up in our basement. We tore 
out the carpet and sprayed with Lysol so it 
won't stink so much while it dries out."

Plummer said not only were worship 
robes soiled and pictures destroyed, but 
also the kitchen and banquet hall, which are 
located in the basement, are rendered out qf 
bounds until the insurance adjusters arrive 
to assess the damage.

He said it could be a couple of weeks or 
more before they are up and running again. 
"It will be a while, but we'll make do. The 
community can be reborn when people work 
together to get more meaning out of it."

The Montrose Counseling Center also 
was a victim of the incessant rain when the 
first floor of the building at 701 Richmond 
was flooded with about 4 inches of water, 
said Sally Huffer, the center's director of 
development and marketing.

Huffer said that they managed to pull out 
carpet and generally clean up "by human 
power," referring to their staff." They lost 14 
computers, carpet and other odds and ends to 
around the tune of $20,000.

"As our executive director said, it's not 
pretty, but we're here for the people who 
need us. Our first priority to be able to serve 
our clients; to continue to get them in to get 
treatments," said Huffer.

Dozens of publications, including back issues of the Houston Voice, were among the items 
drenched by floodwaters last weekend at the warehouse used by the Gulf Coast Archive and 
Museum of GLBT History near downtown. Volunteers have been collecting boxes of the magazines 
and newspapers and taking them home to dry.

She said that their loss is less than the loss 
some of their clients suffered. Many had their 
homes flooded. "Some don't have a lot to 

and the now defunct This Week In Texas were 
drenched by around a foot of floodwater. 
Issues of the Voice dated back to the first 

begin with and now they have less," she said.
The Counseling Center is accepting 

donations to help clients and Huffer 
stressed that any donations with go directly 
to clients. For information, call 713-529- 
0037. The center is also accepting donations 
to help replace carpeting in the center and to 
defray cleanup costs.

AIDS Foundation Houston and its Stone 
Soup Kitchen got a double whammy from 
the rainstorm, said Communications 
Coordinator, Laura Gammell Ruppert.

"Our Stone Soup project on Westheimer 
got flooded and we had no flood insurance. 
It's a big loss to us. We lost over 3,000 toiletry 
and food items," said Gammell Ruppert.

Donations to Stone Soup can be dropped 
off at 608 Westheimer or telephone 713-524- 
5863. Donations to AFH can be delivered to 
3202 Weslyan or telephone 713-623-6796.

The lesbian and gay community was in 
danger of losing a little history when back 
issues of the Houston Voice, OutSmart, Eclipse 

issue about 20 years ago and issues of TWIT 
to about 25 years ago.

Destined for the Gulf Coast Archive and 
Museum of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender History the pieces of history were 
being stored the warehouse home of Judy and 
Bruce Reeves in downtown Houston. Once cat­
alogued, they were to be moved to GCAM's 
new home at 1609 West Main.

Judy Reeves said that all copies of Eclipse 
got wet when the bottom box collapsed and 
all the others fell into the water. The damage 
was less to issues of the Voice and TWIT. The 
entire collection of OutSmart was saved.

But all was not lost, said Judy Reeves. 
Volunteers took wet issues to try to salvage 
what they could. "My goal is to save about 
four of everything—each issue. We want to 
save as many as possible."

"The total loss is minimal to what it 
could have been. Our entire paper archives 
was there," she said.

GCAM on West Main also took in water

and sustained a ruined floor said Bruce 
Reeves. He added that the problems would 
not delay the museum's opening this week. 
GCAM is still looking for volunteers to help 
with the salvage effort. Call 713-227-5973^h^ 
information. MF*

Tim Brookover, chairman of the Houston 
Lesbian and Gay Community Center on 
Hawthorn, said the center took a hit from 
the storm when the cellar flooded.

"The cellar doesn't go under the entire 
house so we didn't have too much to pump 
out, but it was pretty high; at least 4 feet of 
water," said Brookover.

The biggest problem, he said, was that 
the electrical box is in the cellar and it was 
under water, so the building had no power. 
The center had to close until everything was 
safe and electricity restored, but managed to 
reopen last Tuesday, thanks to dedicated 
volunteers, said Brookover.'

The Pride Committee of Houston was 
also a victim of Allison's wrath. Accord^ 
to the Committee's Executive Director, jW 
Valinski, rising waters destroyed 6,000 Pride 
Books housed temporarily in a storage facil­
ity at Montrose and Allen Parkway.

Valinski said the publisher has arranged 
for the committee to get 5,000 copies of a 
four-city national Pride Book that contains 
Houston, Los Angeles, San Francisco and 
Washington, D.C.

Although it was a big loss, the national 
book will suffice said Valinski. 
"Considering what everyone else went 
through, our loss is small potatoes." .

The new books will be delivered 
Saturday and Valinski said they are looking 
for volunteers to help distribute them. 
Anyone who is interested should e-mail 
him at www.pridehouston.org.

HRC’s Birch on ExxonMobil boycott: ‘We have no other choice’
> Continued from Page 1
resort" done with great reluctance.

"We have determined that after making every overture 
to ExxonMobil management and after three shareholder 
resolutions aimed at convincing the company to change its 
non-discrimination policy," she said, "we have no other 
choice."

Birch accused ExxonMobil of "marginalizing" its gay ‘ 
male and lesbian employees and "stonewalling" gay con­
sumers and shareholders when approached about updat­
ing the company's EEO policy to state explicitly that it 
prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation.

When Exxon Corp, bought Mobil in late 1999, it 
revoked Mobil policies that included offering domestic 
partner benefits to all its employees and prohibiting 
employee discrimination based on sexual orientation.

ExxonMobil officials said the company endorses pro­
tecting gay workers against employment discrimination 
by stating on its Web site (www.exxonmobil.com) and in 
recent proxy statements provided to shareholders that it 
does not endorse any form of discrimination or harass­
ment, including sexual orientation.

HRC officials said ExxonMobil's Web site is not the 
company's employee handbook and doesnot constitute its. 
official human resources policies.

"'Such a random reference is of questionable value 
when an employee goes to enforce the policy," HRC stated 

in a written statement issued Wednesday. "If ExxonMobil 
intends to specifically protect its employees against dis­
crimination based on sexual orientation, the policy needs 
to be stated explicitly and clearly in its official human 
resources documents."

A spokesperson at ExxonMobil, based in Irving, Texas, 
said the company has two EEO policies. The EEO policy 
required by the U.S. government states that ExxonMobil 
provides equal employment opportunity for its employees 
regardless of their race, color, sex, religion, national origin, 
citizenship status, age, physical or mental disability, veter­
an or other legally protected status.

The other policy, which ExxonMobil created, does not 
specifically list the protected categories outlined in the U.S. 
EEO policy. It states that ExxonMobil's policy is to provide 
equal employment opportunity "in conformance with all 
applicable laws and regulations to individuals who are 
qualified to perform job requirements."

. "What HRC fails to tell their membership is the fact that 
the policy for ExxonMobil doesn't break out any group by 
race, color, age, sex, etc., for special treatment," said Tom 
Cirigliano, the oil company's spokesperson.

"We do have a policy we have to write for the U.S. gov­
ernment and that does break out the [categories] they 
require us to break out," he added. "However, the policy 
we follow and have in writing breaks out no groups 
because we feel that's discriminatory."

Five steps to 
ExxonMobil boycott

Elizabeth Birch, Human Rights Campaign executive 
director, outlined five steps this week that HRC is urging 
its supporters to take as part of the boycott effort. They 
include not patronizing Exxon or Mobil gas stations or 
affiliated "On the Run" convenience stores. Other actions 
include:

• Cutting up ExxonMobil gasoline credit cards 'and
Mobil "Speedpasses" and sending half to the oil company 
and half to HRC; - |

• Writing or e-mailing ExxonMobil to express displea­
sure with the company's treatment of gay male and lesbian 
employees, customers and shareholders;

• Sending HRC one month's worth of receipts for gaso­
line purchased from companies with polices designed to 
treat gay workers more equally with heterosexual 
employees;

• And retaining ExxonMobil shares to influence the com­
pany through the shareholder resolution process to press for 
changes that support gay employee^.

HRC also launched a Web site this week to publicize 
plans for the boycott at www.equalityatexxon.org .
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Computer pioneer says she’s more outgoing since coming out as trans
Continued from Page 3

years later, she was recruited to work at the 
Xerox Palo Alto Research Center, where pio­
neering work on personal computers was 
done.

In the late 1978 she cowrote a textbook 
about VLSI Chip design. "People usually 
write textbooks after ideas are well estab­
lished, so even though this wasn't, it looked 
like it." Conway taught a course at MIT and 
soon several schools were teaching the 
method. This work established her reputa­
tion and Conway later worked at the 
Department of Defense and then began 
teaching at University of Michigan. She in 
now retired.

Why did she go back to work in such a 
male-dominated field? "I needed to make 
lots of money. I had bills from the surgery 
and child support. If I had some other line 
of that I could make money in, I would 
have," she said.

Conway believes that she was more 
effective in her work after her gender reas­
signment. "I was shy and uptight before 
and after I was very outgoing and extro­
verted," she said. "I had more people capa­
bilities and could create environments 
where people could be wild, innovative, 
and adventurous."

All the while, Conway kept her past 
silent, although she eventually told the man 
she has been living with for past 13 years. 
However, Conway had always been meticu­
lous about revealing her "medical condi-

Women, even straight women, who want to work for a company, 
should look at how it treats its gay and lesbian employees. The 

more tolerant the company is, the higher the glass ceiling is.
tion" to her employers.

"I would wait until I had an offer, and 
when they knew I was going to accept, I 
would say 'However, there is one confi­
dential medical condition I need to dis­
cuss with you'" Conway said one poten­
tial employer sent her to a psychiatrist, 
who found her mentally healthy. When 
the company didn't hire her despite the 
letter, she somehow obtained a copy, 
which she would later present to poten­
tial employers.

There were leaks and rumors, Conway 
said, and when she was nominated to the 
National Academy of Science, anonymous 
letters were sent, but for the most part, the 
past was a secret. However, in 1998, a pro­
fessor at Clemson University began 
researching the IBM project that Conway 
worked on, which had been canceled just 
before she was fired.

Conway's exit from IBM had been so 
unceremonious that they had never asked 
her to return papers that she had kept at 
home, so she had key documents about the 
research. After months of correspondence 
by e-mail, she and the professor met, and 
Conway revealed her identities. "So I came 
out," she said, "and it has worked out just 

fine. I don't know why I waited so long."
One of the pleasures of "coming out" for 

Conway has been the ability to take credit 
for her early work. "It used to make me so 
mad when I'd read about someone saying 
they invented it."

A constant theme through Conway's 
writing and speaking is that multi-cultural 
environments are necessary for innovation 
and change. "Women, even straight women, 
who want to work for a company, should 
look at how it treats its gay and lesbian 
employees. The more tolerant the company 
is, the higher the glass ceiling is."

Since she has been out, Conway has 
done a lot of speaking about sexual identity 
issues and developed an ever expanding 
Web site, http://ai.eecs.umich.edu/peo- 
ple/conway/conway.html. It contains her 
story, both professional and personal; infor­
mation about sexual identity; and "success" 
stories. "If someone's gender change is suc­
cessful, no one knows about it."

Conway is very concerned about young 
transgenders. "Their family throws them 
out, and I see them on the streets, and 
they're just girls. And I don't mean that 
as age alone, I mean that they are in no 
part boys."
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Lynn Conway, from the December 2000 
Scientific American

FTM starting transgender support group in hometown of Alvin
I think the FTMs like to hide. I know they're out there,

I just don't know how many.
—Troy Ham, 

founder of Some Transgenders Are Guys support group

!> Continued from Page 3

do about it is change it. I've known that all 
my life, really, but in November of 1999, it 
came to a head."

Raised a Southern Baptist, Troy could 
never tell his conservative fundamentalist 
family his secret. Although a tomboy, he 
was a perfect little girl, and that's all they 
knew. His fantasies of becoming a boy 
saved him during his school years.

"I wasn't a nerd or a geek. I was a non­
existent entity. I was invisible most of the 
time."

Troy married in September 1999. He 
confided his innermost secrets to his fiance, 
who didn't understand, or didn't want to. 
Troy thought that by getting married he 
could prove to himself that he could 
change, that his internal upheavals didn t 
matter, that he was really okay. But, of 
course, he wasn't okay, and his deep feel­
ings were much stronger than he realized. 
The marriage didn't even last a month.

"I had no idea anybody existed that felt 
the way I felt. Whenever you're isolated 
like that, everything's gonna just explode.'

When his male best friend found out 
about his confessions of being gay and 
wanting to be male, he, too, walked out on 
Troy. His parents couldn't help him. Troy 
hit bottom and that's when he contemplat­

ed killing himself.
But in December Troy became acquaint­

ed with the two Texas support groups for 
transgenders: Community Awareness For 
Transgender Support and Texas 
Association for Transsexual Support. Their 
help proved invaluable, and Troy realized 
just how many people shared his dream.

"There were much more people than I 
expected. It was much more common than 
I thought."

But these two peer groups had one 
drawback. Their members were all MTF 
(male to female).

"I like the people from CATS and TATS, 
but they're always talking about girl stuff. 
Here I am the only guy in the group, and 
they're driving me nuts. That's one reason 
why I want to start a group.

"I think there are as many FTMs as there 
are MTFs. That's my opinion, I don't have' 
any statistics to prove it. But I think the 
FTMs like to hide. I know they're out there, 

I just don't know how many. They find it 
easier to hide. They get a mastectomy, start 
growing a beard, and you can't tell."

So far, Troy's had a hysterectomy, but had 
to postpone the follow-up mastectomy for 
lack of funds. He's currently having hor­
mone treatments, and soon plans to start the 
"real life test" where he'll live completely as 
a male, the gender with which he identifies. 
He hopes to be transitioned in 5 years. He 
works as a private security officer, but his co­
workers know him as a female.

"They still call me by that woman's 
name," he said sadly. "It's hard to deal 
with, but I have to right now. Some of my 
friends accepted me completely. Some of 
them, well, they're not friends anymore. Let 
me think how my Dad worded it: 'God is 
not the God of confusion; He would not 
make someone like that. He doesn't sup­
port me in this.'

"I do know that I can't change. I've been 
this way all my life, and nothing I have 

done or tried has made any difference. I am 
a man, and I'm gay. I am a FTM transsexu­
al, and I prefer men.

"I know of no other way that would be 
effective in dealing with this problem. I've 
already tried to deal with it, including trying 
to conform to society's ideal for a person in a 
woman's body. Nothing worked. Changing 
my body is the only option left to me.

"My ex-husband sent me another ser­
mon and told me again that he disapproves 
of my 'choice.' He still believes that a 
demon has taken over my life. I want to tell 
him, 'There is no demon. There is only me.'

"I want S.T.A.G. to be a support group. 
We might get a little bit into politics, but not 
very much. I just want to stop somebody else 
from committing suicide. That's the main rea­
son for the group. If I can help anyone else."

S.T.A.G.
e-mail: Troy-61@webtv.net

Community Awareness 
for Transgender Support

www.tghelp@tghelp.org
409-741-2501
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Bienvenue Theatre presents

H by David Dillon

• . . ■ “The mnst nnliftin<r a

KilW. Wii'K<

Go see this one. I can almost 
guarantee you’ll have a good time 
it’s fun to watch.” 
-Gary Laird, 

This Week In Texas

“Very funny-Sorry I
didn’t see it sooner!”

-Lee Williams, 

Houston Press

“...entertainment that 
manages to show gays as 
full or life, and yes, 
Dillon manages to have 
all the actors naked at the 
conclusion.”
-D.L. Groover, 

Houston Voice

“Light, funny, and 

mildly shocking.”
-Riverfront Times

“Party is a social 
occasion.”

-Everett Evans, 

Houston Chronicle

“Raucously funny... a 
Christmas card snapshot 
of a ha^>py extended 
family.

—The New York Times

The most uplifting and 
affirming representation of 
gay life on any stage, ever.” 

—The Advocate

$20 THURSDAYS! -NO RESERVATIONS-FIRST COME, FIRST SEATED 
ALL OTHER NIGHTS $25 - $35 • ASK ABOUT OUR STUDENT DISCOUNTS

Now—June 24 • Thursdays, Fridays, & Saturdays at 8pm • Sundays at 6pm

RESERVATIONS AND TICKET INFO: 713.426.2626
Bienvenue Theatre 

3722 Washington Avenue 
between Heights Blvd. & Yale

mature audiences only adult situations and nudity

health news

Federal AIDS czar Scott Evertz said a recent U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling on medical marijuana has 'dosed the door' on the issue.

AIDS czar balks at needle exchange, medical marijuana in clinic visit
WASHINGTON—Scott Evertz, a gay Republican activist tapped by President Bush ear­

lier this year to be federal AIDS czar, wouldn't say where he stood on needle exchange pro^fe 
grams and said the "door is closed" on the use of medical marijuana during a visit las^^ 
week to the city's Whitman-Walker Clinic, Washington's primary nonprofit HIV/AIDS 
service provider. Some 150 people attended the session, which took place during the facil­
ity's monthly staff meeting. Evertz confirmed that his position as a gay Republican inter­
acting with many groups involved with HIV/AIDS that lean to the political left is going to 
be challenging. Despite that, Evertz said, "We're going to 
let sound public policy guide us." Evertz also vowed to 
reach out to gays and offered a pledge that he will be 
accessible. On needle exchange programs, which reduce 
HIV infection but, some feel, also encourage drug use, 
Evertz said the issue needed to be "looked at nationally." 
"We need to use sound public policy," he added. But the 
issue of medical marijuana has been settled by the a U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling last month, he said. "The door is, 
I'm pretty sure, is closed on that," Evertz said.

Some 25 percent of Australian gay men report casual, unprotected sex
SYDNEY—A survey has found that a quarter of Australian gay men are having 

unprotected sex with casual partners, the Sydney Morning Herald reported. The 2000 
Male Out Survey by University of New South Wales researchers found that 26 percent 
of men surveyed said they had some unprotected sex with casual partners, up from 12 
percent in 1992. The survey found that about 80 percent of respondents said they would 
always avoid (62 percent) or sometimes avoid (19 percent) having sex with people they 
thought were HIV-positive. Researcher Dr. Paul Van de Ven said gay men living in cap­
ital cities were more likely to practice safe sex than those living in regional or remote 
areas. "The regional differences show that gay men living in areas with greater HIV 
prevalence are most likely to practice safe sex," he said.
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Community 
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For Auto, Home & Health
Jeffrey

* 713.661.7700
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6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 Bellaire, TX 77401ivuw.SchnierlerAgency.com
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713-523-5330 
BY APPOINTMENT. CALL. NOW.

617 Richmond Avenue in Monteose

Editors of scientific journal call for 'billions' in new AIDS funding
BOSTON—The editors of the New England Journal of Medicine called for a multibil- 

lion-dollar campaign to stem the spread of the AIDS in developing countries as the epi­
demic reached its 20th anniversary last week, Reuters reported. "Soon the number of 
deaths from AIDS is likely to exceed the estimated 25 million caused by the Black Death 
in the 14th century," Journal editor Dr. Jeffrey Drazen and deputy editor Dr. Robert 
Steinbrook said. The AIDS epidemic in the U.S. was brought to the world's attention by 
Dr. Michael Gottlieb's report on June 5, 1981 in the Centers for Disease Control 
Prevention's weekly "Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report," which detailed the cases 
of five young gay men with the then-rare infection, pneumocystis pneumonia. The 
Journal editorial said "the paltry international effort against AIDS so far has been dis­
graceful." Drazen and Steinbrook said less than $5 is being spent each year on every per­
son infected in sub-Saharan Africa, where most of the 36 million infected people live. 
"The United States and other rich nations must contribute the billions of dollars needed 
for treatment and prevention in poor countries," the authors said.

FDA launches probe into three fake drugs, one aimed at people with AIDS
WASHINGTON (AP)—The Food & Drug Administration is investigating three counter­

feit drugs that have appeared on the market. The drugs include Serostim, which combats 
body deterioration in people with AIDS, and Neupogen and Nutropin, costly hormone 
replacements for children of short stature which are also known to have been used illegal­
ly for bodybuilding. The agency and the manufacturers of the real drugs that are being 
counterfeited have sent warning notices to pharmacists, state health departments and other 
medical professionals. FDA spokesperson Lenore Gelb said the agency is treating the coun­
terfeits as "potentially a national problem." The fake version of Serono became known in^^ 
January when the drugmaker warned people with AIDS to immediately check whethei^fcp 
they were sold a counterfeit version of the drug. The FDA has launched a criminal investi­
gation to track down the seller of the fake drugs, which have been found in seven states.

AIDS infections jump in U.K., though straight sex accounts for most
LONDON—New AIDS infections hit an all-time high in the United Kingdom in 2000, 

with a 14 percent increase over the previous year, the BBC reported. The Public Health 
Laboratory Service reported 3,435 new HIV cases, the highest number recorded since test­
ing first became widely available in 1985. For the second consecutive year, heterosexual sex 
accounted for more new infections than gay sex, 48 percent to 37 percent in 2000. Programs 
------------------ —---------------------------— encouraging heterosexuals to be tested for HIV

I For more news, visit ma7 account f°r increase in reporting, officials 
www.houstonvoice.com said.

 —From staff and wire reports
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Presbyterian ban on gay 
ministers under fire

LOUISVILLE, Ky—A church commit­
tee of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
renounced the denomination's ban on 
ordaining gay ministers Tuesday, just three 
days after a pastor who supports gay ordi­
nation was elected the group's leader.

On Saturday, the 213th General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) tapped Rev. Jack Rogers as its 
moderator with 55 percent of the vote.

In his campaign speech, Rogers vowed 
to fight for "inclusion of God's gay, les­
bian, bisexual and transgendered chil­
dren", said Molly Douthett, a member of 
the Committee on Ordination Standards.

Rogers, a former professor at the con­
servative Fuller Theological Seminary 
and at the liberal San Francisco 
Theological Seminary, has alienated for­
mer conservative colleagues with his sup­
port for gay ordination.

The election of Rogers came as the 
denomination holds its annual meeting in 
Louisville. The session ends Saturday.

On Tuesday, the Committee on 
Ordination Standards voted 31-25 to 
approve a resolution that would repeal 
the ban on ordination of gay ministers. 
The issue now moves to the national 
assembly for a vote.

"I do believe this is the will of God," said 
Douthett, a leading supporter of the measure.

Rev. Robert Thornton, an outspoken 
opponent of lifting the ban, predicted the 

Rev. Jack Rogers, who has supported the 
ordination of gay ministers, was tapped to 
head the Presbyterian Church (U.SA).

measure would pass the General 
Assembly but lose when sent to the 
regional presbyteries for ratification.

"It is wrong to accept people who may 
or may not continue to live in what is 
sin," Thornton said.

The Presbyterian church, the nation's 
sixth-largest Protestant denomination 
with as many as 3.6 million members, has 
struggled with the issue of gay clergy and 
same-sex unions in recent years.

The church already accepts- gay mem­
bers and allows pastors to decide 
whether they will officiate af same-sex 
unions, officials said.

—From staff and wire reports

Southern Baptists take aim at gays
Gay spiritual group 
protests convention 

’•Obeting in New Orleans 
as anti-gay resolutions 
are passed

by-MIKE FLEMING

NEW ORLEANS—The annual Southern 
Baptist Convention at the Louisiana 
Superdome this week touched regularly on 
"the homosexual lifestyle," despite an origi­
nal agenda void of direct actions or discus­
sions about gay issues.

And as Southern Baptists met inside, 
some 30 gay activists were arrested outside 
as they tried to enter the meeting hall. 
^'T'm here to hold the Southern Baptists 
®!)untable for the pain and suffering Caused 
by their teachings to me personally. I was a 
Southern Baptist for 35 years and suffered the 
pain of self-denial that whole time," said 
Mike Herrington of Fort Worth, Texas.

Most statements supporting the long­
standing Southern Baptist position—that 
homosexuality is a sin—came as the con­
vention hit full stride Tuesday.

Of eight resolutions that were proposed 
Tuesday, six were aimed at gays.

Members of the gay spiritual group 
Soulforce, led by Rev. Mel White, were 
present at the Superdome every day to 
silently protest the teachings of Southern 
Baptists against homosexuality.

The organization conducts similar vigils 
at denominational meetings across the globe.

"But the Southern Baptists are the only 
denomination that will not even enter a dia- 
Wue with us on our issues," White said.

Anti-gay resolutions
Southern Baptists approved a resolution 

to congratulate President Bush on his refusal 
to designate June as "Gay Pride Month" and 
to ask him to recognize the month instead as 
"Heterosexual Family Pride Month."

Motions to reject membership to 
Southern Baptist churches who accept gays 
and to equip missionaries with literature 
designed to preach to gays were referred to 
the convention's executive committee.

Members also moved to "fight the strong 
homosexual presence in our culture with a 
task force to educate gay men and lesbians.

Southern Baptists also sent to committee a 
^^fcyement to help ex-gay ministries and 

’^^Riople who want to challenge their homo­
sexual feelings and come over to God s way.

Another motion to allow ex-gays to 
speak at the 2002 convention failed. A 
motion to "designate people 'living the 
homosexual lifestyle' instead of 'homosex­
uals' as if they are bom that way also 
failed to pass muster.

All the resolutions that survive commit­
tee will become part of the official report of 
the SBC, published later this week.

Resolutions that were old business and 
already passed by the executive committee
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A traditional mime and Dixieland Jazz Band led an estimated 100 protestors in a mock jazz funer­
al during the Southern Baptist Convention in New Orleans on Wednesday.

included those against same-sex civil 
unions and in favor of both a Marriage 
Covenant Day and the removal of hate 
crime language in educational literature of 
American schools.

The 2000 convention revamped the 
Baptists' official "Statement of Faith & 
Message" to more tightly conform to the 
"exact word of scripture" as opposed to a 
more loosely interpreted message held since 
1963, SBC President James Merritt said.

That published report included homo­
sexuality among pornography and prosti­
tution as "absolute sins."

The theme of this year's convention was 
"Reclaiming the American Family," to 
"restore and renew the Christ-centered 
American family of 50 years ago," said 
Merritt, pastor at First Baptist Church of 
Snellville near Atlanta.

The convention appointed a Family 
Renewal Council, whose spokesman 
cited the increasing divorce rate, youth 
drug use and violence, pre-marital sex 
and homosexuality as "proof we are los­
ing the culture war in America over the 
last 50 years."

"We need to decide as a whole to put the 
family back where God wants it in 
America," Merritt said.

Gays come marching in
On Wednesday, gay Soulforce activists 

carried a traditional jazz funeral procession 
through downtown New Orleans to the 
entrance of the Louisiana Superdome. A jazz 
band that mostly played "What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus" and a traditional crying mime 
in black coattails led the march.

A coffin draped in a rainbow flag and 
containing the names of gay Southern 
Baptists followed the band.

The funeral officially celebrated the lives 
of gay children of Southern Baptist 
upbringing who were killed or committed 
suicide based on church teachings that con­
demned their existence. White said.

About 100 protesters joined in the proces­

sion, wearing Soulforce shirts and rainbow 
hats, shorts and sashes. Traditional black 
umbrellas joined rainbow and multi-colored 
umbrellas carried by those in the crowd.

"Southern Baptist teachings are killing

our gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen­
dered children," proclaimed a 20-foot ban­
ner in the procession.

As the convention broke for lunch 
Wednesday, protesters held a rally with 
more than 500 Baptist delegates watching.

"They're not Baptist if they're gay," said 
JoAnne Snipes, a delegate from South 
Carolina who was watched the proceed­
ings. "I feel really sorry for them because 
they will spend an eternity in hell."

After the rally, several protesters 
attempted to bring the coffin into the 
Superdome. Police blocked their entrance 
and arrested about 30 protesters without 
incident and charged with trespassing.

The jazz band played "When the Saints 
Come Marching In" and supporters 
cheered as some of the protesters were led 
away in handcuffs. About 30 protesters 
were arrested without incident and charged 
with trespassing.

The country's largest Protestant group, 
with almost 16 million members, was to 
conclude its two-day annual meeting 
Wednesday by sending the nearly 9,100 
churchgoers home to heal broken mar­
riages within their own congregations.
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The membership and Volunteers of the AIDS Housing Coalition 
Houston /AHCH, inc. (est 1994* are proud to announce the grand 
opening of the Montrose Cottages, a 90-day transitional housing 
program. SRO garden style, subsidized housing reserved for our 
neighbors and friends who are living with AIDS and facing die 
streets. A helping hand philosophy... not a hand out.

AHCH is putting out the call to the Houston Voice readership to 
drop off donated household and kitchen items that are new er 
gently used. Wish l ist: Furniture, furnishings, blankets. Tvs. 
radios and alarm clocks are needed for each new resident. The 
office is seeking tax deductible donations for operations costs; 
or gift certncates to grocery or drug stores tor resident neeas. 
Donate your old car, truck or RV today!

Items may be dropped off on Tue or Fri 12 Noon to 5PM: please 
call for an appointment. Our ofnees are @ 202 Tuam Ave (Cub 
Nsomniat Please call Matt Locklin @713 521-1613 for-info.

AIDS Housing Coalition Houston / AHCH a 501 (c) 3 Non Profit Org.
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PARTY RENTAL HALL 
2G2 TUAJV! AVE

This Event is Hosted @

(East End of F^irviewl

SUN JUNE 17, 2001 
8 PM to 12 MIDNIGHT 

BBQ KEG DANCE BYOB

Join this beloved community advocate as Friends, co 
work ess, customers and fan’Jy celebrate a decade of 
Gay Si AIDS community sen ice and 40 years of life.

Ce.'ebrate the

GRAND 
OPENING 
of the non profit 

MONTROSE 
COTTAGES

f Hosted f»¥ ) 

Scott (iibson &

k Dick Raocter J

Matt Locklin is cunendy d?e executive director 
and co-founder of the AIDS Housing Coahrion 
Houston/AHCH. The co- founder snd GEO of 
Club Nsomnia Montrose. Mart has served 
elected positions in the hospital district as 2 
term chair of the Thomas St Health Conte! AIDS 
Clinic Citizen Council: and on the Hanis County 
Hospital District CounciLAt-La;ge. Am award 
winning producer six! host of educatiena! 
programming' - AIDS Talk Hotistcn TV and 
Montrose 77006 T/. Former (D) Pct Judge, 
founding participant Jn Project LEAP. He has 
made Montrose and Texas a bettei place for all 
of us. Please attci'd & bring a housewarming 
gift for the homeless residents of the Montrose 
Cottages AIDS Transidonel program.

•/\n AftcrHonrs Birthday Party & Show WiH Ako Sc Hosted 2AM -5AM

"@i^@'Wunquote"
compiled by REX WOCKNER

- "Warren Beatty [has] had sex with 40,000 
women. If that's not a role model for lesbians
I don't know what is."

—Singer/actress/comedian Lea DeLaria (leM^V 
to Genre magazine, June issue

"The president believes every person should be 
treated with dignity and respect but he does not

. believe in politicizing people's sexual orientation."
—Scott McClellan, spokesman for George W. Bush,

explaining the president's refusal to proclaim June Gay and Lesbian Pride Month, June 2

"Larry Kramer is dying. ... He suffers from end-stage liver disease. 
Whether this is inflamed by his HIV medications, as Kramer believes, 
or caused solely by his chronic hepatitis [B], as his medical team says, 
the result is the same: His liver no longer processes toxins from his 
blood. Instead they collect in his abdomen by the quart, distending his 
belly to make him look, as his best friend and health-care consultant 
Rodger McFarlane says, 'pregnant with triplets.'"

—A June 11 report in Newsweek. Kramer is the author of 'Faggots'
'The Normal Heart,' and a cofounder of Gay Men's Health Crisis and ACT 9'

"We're here, we're queer, we're used to it."
—Cartoon in the June issue of New Yorker magazine, showing 

two middle-aged men relaxing in their living room, with the caption, 
"We're not doing anything for Gay Pride this year"

"When you first get there, you're bowled 
over. You say things like, 'Where has this been 
all my life?' Two months in, you know what's 
behind any door, and it's emptiness. It's like a 
set."

—Gay singer/songwriter Rufus Wainwright (right) on
Los Angeles, to the Philadelphia Daily News, June 5

"I made my own decisions about who I had 
sex with. I made those decisions before it was 
legal for me to do so. I don't feel damaged by any of the relationships 
I had with older men. I feel really empowered."

—Syndicated gay columnist Kirk Read, author of the new bocW 
'How I Learned to Snap,' to Genre magazine, June issue

"I gave up a yacht club opening to come to this. We are as straight 
as a ruler. We just came out to see how the other half lives. And it's 
marvelous! They're all so friendly!"

—Claire Pauley, 72, watching Boston's Gay Pride parade with her friend 
Phyllis Kolostow, June 9, to the Boston Globe

"I know [the guy who infected me with HIV], but I never confront­
ed him although I was very angry. I suppose I'd tell him how very dis­
appointed I am in him for being so dishonest."

—Skating champ Rudy Galindo to the AIDS magazine A&U, June issue

"A lot of ad executives happen to be gay, and they can use their imagi­
nations to make people think differently about homosexuality itself. 
I mean, this [Minute Maid orange juice TV commercial] is right out of the g Ap 
playbook. The interaction between Bluto and Popeye is clearly romantic." "

—Robert Knight of the Culture & Family Institute on Comedy Central's "The
Daily Show," June 11

"I figure I'm doing the early 
mid-life crisis, dating a 26-year- 
old and buying a Camaro."

—Lesbian rocker Melissa 
Etheridge (left) on her new relation­

ship with Tammy Lynn Michaels, who 
stars on the WB TV series 'Popular,' 

as quoted by Fox News, June 7
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Resurrection MCC's Pride 2001 Celebration

Thursday, June 21 • Live Performance Art 6pm-10pm

Friday, June 22 • Art Exhibition 6pm-10pm 

Saturday, June 23 • Art Exhibition 9am-3pm

Sunday, June 24 • Art Exhibition 9am-5pm

Art has always been an effective voice for social change and human rights.This art show will 
provide a forum for GLBT Christians to express themselves through a variety of art forms, 

riikj event will § u cutaiy Ji for eiitnujel

Services:
Sunday 9am & 11 am • Wednesday 7pm

2025 W. 11th @T.C. Jester • Houston • 77008 
(713)861*9149 • www.resurrectionmcc.org METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH

Look for the Houston Voice 
& eclipse magazine 
at the parade! #88

JI Xi: 23

2001

PRIDE
LETrS GET PEGSOIMAL!

Tired of phone menus, 800 numbers, impersonal service? 
We know our customers by name, not a number.

And when you want to talk to the person in charge. Just 
walk B5 feet; his door is always open. You’ll also find good 

CD rates and affordable loans. Come visit Capital Bank.

It's your 
money, 
but we 
take it 

personally.

YOUR 
FULL­

SERVICE 
COMMUNITY 

BANK

Member 3007 S. Shepherd W. Alabama
FD,C 713/589-0001

Alternative
Interiors

'Your personal satisfaction guaranteed"

Interior Trim & finish Carpentry Allan Nelson
Interior Painting & Custom finish Design 713-528-9388
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The Body Positive Wellness Center

SPONSORS

JULY 4TH,2001WEDNESDAY e

f

Wednesday July 4th 4 pm - midnight 

$25 General Admission Tickets only at the door. 

Rooftop Dancing with DJ Michael Tank 

Karaoke from 4 - 7 
Free Buffet from 6 - 8
Drink specials 4 — 7 5e Bud Lights or 99c Wells 

7 - ?? Drink Specials All Night Long

Scott Gertner Texas Triangle

Vilven Design Group Inside Houston 

Houston Voice/Eclipse House of Coleman 

La Strada Riva's Restaurant

rf'

Photos by: Evin Thayarjfod

You won't need these at our nighttime pride parade.
(Unless you happen to be standing under the 8 \ ft disco ball.)

It's the premier pride event of the year in Texas and the 
most exciting gay and lesbian community event in the the 
entire Southwest. Pride Parade 2001 is a celebration of our 
community's diversity and unity. A night when the city of 
Houston sparkles with joy and togetherness. Last year, 

over 150,000 people gathered under the glow of an 8 V2 ft disco ball, raising 
their voices as one. This year, we invite you to share in the vitality of our 
community. See you there on Saturday, June 23rd, at 8:45 pm. The parade 
is on lower Westheimer between Woodhead and Whitney.

Fj C i The celebration continues on Sunday, June 24th, at 1:00 pm with the 
return of Pride Festival at Garden in the Heights, 3926 Feagan. Come 
experience the local GLBT culture first-hand. Shop the vendor bazaar.
speak with club representatives, enjoy the artists and entertainers, and
be energized by motivational speeches on a lazy Sunday afternoon.
Tickets are available at Basic Brothers, 1232 Westheimer, 
and by mail from the Pride Committee of Houston, P.O. 
BOX 66071, Houston TX, 77266-6071. Call the PrideLine 
at 713-529-6979 for more information.

www.pridehouston.org
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Houston Theater District cleans up mess left 
by Allison, moves productions to drier venues

w
The downtown streets around the 

Houston Theater District are flooded, but 
it's not raining.

The brown muck that slows traffic on 
this absolutely gorgeous summer day is 
what's being pumped out of the basements 
below Jones Hall, the Alley, Bayou Place 
and Wortham Center. The noise is deafen­
ing, but it's not thunder. It's the grinding 
sound of electrical generators and vacuum 
pumps as the grueling cleanup continues 
round-the-clock.

Tropical Storm Allison wrecked havoc 
everywhere, an equal opportunity destroy­
er; and Houston's cultural landmarks locat­
ed within blocks of each other suffered 
grievous harm. But as Irving Berlin cele­

brated in song, there's no business like 
show business and no people like show 
people, so the Theatre District is honoring 
that great big sappy heart that is life upon 
the wicked stage with a resilience and 
buoyed spirits in the face of unprecedented 
disaster.

By Wednesday afternoon, the city, who 
owns and maintains the Wortham (home to 
two theaters, the mammoth Brown and the 
intimate Cullen) deemed the theater com­
plex worthy and sound so the ballerinas can 
be on their toes this weekend in the Brown, 
and the "Vagina Monologues" can outrage 
and shock in the Cullen, June 19-24.

At the Ballet's home on West Gray, tutus 
and toe shoes were spread around the park­
ing lot, drying. Everyone's eager to get back

Continued on Page 18

Mo B. Dick, the alter 
ego of Mo Fischer, is 
a performance artist 
who originated Club 
Casanova, NYC's 
premier drag king 
nightclub. Fischer 
recently performed 
in Houston at Diverse 
Works' Transgender 
Fest 2.0.

by D.L GROOVER

At first, the world seems to be divided into men and women. Simple, neat categories, but not entirely accurate. 
Simultaneously, who appears but gay men and lesbians. This complicates the picture, enriching the mix, adding color and 
spark, as does the emergence of the transgendered, the transsexual, the bi.

Things start to get dizzy, for subcultures are discovered contained within these groups, and the infinite gender vari- 
ety makes heads spin. For all our community's complexity, a rainbow image with its paltry six colors seems woeful 
ly inadequate.

New colors keep forming. The latest hue is the drag king phenomenon. Although this growing urban lesbian 
movement comes with historical precedents, it's only been on the scene for six years. It's hot, sexy, cutting 
edge. It's entertainment but also a societal bridge between gender transitions of all kinds. It's a tool for 
imagining.

So says Judith Halberstam, professor of literature and cultural studies at the University of California 
at San Diego and one of the leading scholars and documentarians of the lesbian subculture. Prior to 
judging London's first drag king contest in the mid '90s, she wrote the classic study of dykedom, 
"Female Masculinity," and then wrote the definitive work on the world of gender illusionists, "The

Continued on Page 18
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by DI. GROOVER
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Stages offers space for Alley’s ‘Carpetbaggers’ production
>- Continued from Page 17

on stage, even if they have to fudge cos­
tumes for "Giselle" by appropriating them 
from similar-looking period ballets from 
extensive collections in their off-site ware­
house, which survived the hungry flood 
waters.

When Richard Reeves, Houston Ballet 
orchestra manager, entered the dark smelly 
rafs nest maze of corridors beneath the 
Wortham with only a flashlight, he was 
greeted by a scene out of "Titanic." Ghostly 
toe shoes and headless wigs floated by his 
knees. A centuries-old violin bobbed next to 
a newly arrived shipping crate that held 
luxurious, but now waterlogged, 
"Cleopatra" costumes.

Bolts of cloth just purchased for next 
year's world premiere "Peter Pan" undulat­
ed like seaweed through the brown water. A 
sewing machine listed through the surface, 
pushed there by the force of the currents. 
With only cursory damage reports, the 
Ballet has lost costumes for "Giselle," 
"Swan Lake," and "Cleopatra." Estimated 
cost so far is a very conservative $1 million.

What damage the Houston Grand Opera 
suffered is unattainable, but it shares base­
ment storehouse space with the Ballet, so 
whatever the Opera had downstairs is most 
likely unsalvageable.

The Houston Symphony and the Society 
for the Performing Arts, whose offices are 
located beneath Jones Hall, were totally dec­
imated. The weight of the rising water 

smashed every floor-to-ceiling window cir­
cling the sunken atrium on Louisiana, 
flooding the space under 9 feet of murky 
water.

Both organizations lost everything: 
photo archives and library, orchestral 
scores, contracts, irreplaceable musical 
instruments, desks, computers, potted 
palms. It's all trash on the sidewalk now, 
bundled in garbage bags by workers wear­
ing gloves, galoshes and face masks. Some 
retrieved documents will be freeze-dried by 
NASA to stop the mildew and shorten 
decay. The two organizations will be home­
less for approximately six months.

"Best Little Whorehouse," which was to 
open June 19 at Jones Hall, is on hold until a 
suitable venue is found, as is Friday's heav­
enly show by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. 
The Symphony, though, plans to keep all its 
upcoming summer season dates, which 
include Thursday's Woodlands concert and 
next weekend's performances at Miller 
Outdoor Theatre in Herrmann Park.

The Alley's subterranean theater, the 
Neuhaus Arena Stage where last week 
Horton Foote's "The Carpetbagger's 
Children" had its world premiere, was total­
ly submerged. The company's costume and 
scene shops are also down below, and the 
rich brocades and wool for Shaw's "Devil's 
Disciple" soaked up smelly water like a 
wick.

In a grand gesture worthy of Broadway's 
best, Stages Repertory Theatre (3201 Allen 

Parkway, Waugh @ D'Amico) will be the 
Alley's temporary home for this three-char­
acter, in-the-round production of the Foote 
play. Go to Stages at the prescribed date on 
your ticket, but check the theater for the cor­
rect time.

The remaining performances of Shaw's 
"Devil's Disciple" have been cancelled. 
Ticket holders can (1) obtain a ticket credit 
to a future Alley Theatre production, or (2) 
donate the value of their ticket to the Alley 
Theatre's relief effort by not requesting a 
credit and mailing their unused tickets to 
the Alley Theatre.

The arts organizations still aren't certain 
of the extent of structural damage to their 
buildings. The pedestrian passageway 
between the Wortham and its parking 
garage collapsed; Jones Hall has what may 
be a dangerous bulge in a supporting exteri­
or wall; the smell of sewage permeates rugs 
and the very air itself inside most of the 
downtown buildings. In the immortal 
words of Bette Davis in "Beyond the 
Forest," What a dump.

Other artistic venues around town fared 
better. Even though Little Room Downstairs 
had a partially collapsed roof due to the 
weight of the storm water, it was back in 
business for Monday night's performance of 
"Twigs." Main Street ("Night and Day"), the 
Ensemble ("Shakin' the Mess Outta 
Misery"), Actors Theatre ("Mr. Bundy"), 
and dos chicas ("Oedipus Rex") will be up 

and running for this weekend's schedule. 
And nothing, come hell or high water, will 
stop those "Party" boys at Bienvenue from 
talking off their clothes.

Angelika Film Center remains temporar­
ily closed for lack of electrical power, as 
does the Brown Auditorium at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston, and the Rice Media 
Center. The River Oaks and Greenway 
movie theaters, though damp, are still but­
tering the popcorn. Pop cultural comedian 
Dennis Miller has been rescheduled at the 
Arena Theater for June 28.

Periodically check the Web sites below 
for official updates and reopenings, and 
please, don't pray for any more rain.

www.alleytheatre.org
www.angelikafilmcenter.com
http://members.aol.com/encorethe-

atre/encoretheatre.html
www.houstonballet.org www.hous- 

tonsymphony.com
www.littleroomdownstairs.ee

www.mainstreettheater.com
www.masqueradetheatre.com

www.mfah.org
www.ruf.rice.edu/~cinema

www.spahouston.org
www.stagestheatre.com

o
2

Drag king performer Mo B. Dick breaks down, parodies gender roles
Continued from Page 17

Drag King Book," an exegesis on the eye­
popping photographs of Del La Grace 
Volcano. She's also donned suit and tie and 
answered to the name of "Jack."

As the finale for DiverseWorks' 
Transgender Fest 2.0, Professor Halberstam 
spoke on transgender identity and the drag 
king scene, augmenting her intriguing lec­
ture with a slide show sampler of Volcano's 
provocative photographs.

Halberstam draws a definite correlation 
among drag king performances, the visible 
rise of transgender activity in the 1990s, and 
the changing face of feminism.

"Things loosened up in the mid-90s. A 
new brand of feminism was on its way that 
had a very different set of understandings 
of what it meant to be a women. We see 
drag kings and transgenders emerge in the 
mid-90s partly in response to the waning of 
a particular kind of feminism. It's paradoxi­
cal, because it was a moment when femi­
nism was under such attack all over the 
place, but it did mean that there were 
opportunities for rethinking feminism in the 
lesbian community.

"Transgender is not equivalent to the 
term transsexual, though it is related. 
Basically in the 1980s and 1990s in North 
America and Europe, female-to-male trans­
sexuals in particular became very visible 
within larger transsexual communities and 
within urban gay and lesbian communities. 
People suddenly realized that there was a 

wide variety of gender spectrums within 
the transsexual community."

Very few drag kings are post-op. They're 
women. Some consider themselves trans­
gender off stage and perform as drag kings; 
some are transsexuals, who may use a drag 
king persona for a time until they transition. 
A few drag kings are ultra feminine women 
who like the "transformative" aspect; and 
then some are lesbians who are fascinated 
by gay male erotica. They dress as gay men.

Prior to 1995, you might've seen individ­
uals in drag or male impersonators, but the 
first wave of drag kings in lesbian bars hap­
pened only in 1995. But it took off.

One of the most successful drag kings is 
NYC's Mo B. Dick, a machismo-laced 
Brooklyn-tinged lounge lizard with pom­
padour, sidebums and sleazy mustache. 
Wearing leisure suit, orange spread-collar 
shirt, and zebra platform sneakers, Mo B. 
sits on a bar stool with legs splayed as he 
does his standup comedy.

For a finish, he hides behind a sheet held 
up by two audience members. When they 
drop the sheet, Mo B., wearing a green sur­
gical gown, sits on a chair. He looks dazed. 
Music starts, and he slowly strips off this 
layer to reveal black bra, short slip, and fish­
net stockings. The tits are real. He's a she.

Mo B. lip syncs "Are You a Boy or a 
Girl?" Seductively she lifts the hem of the 
skirt. An obscenely large dildo runs down 
her leg. At the same time, she caresses both 
her breast and the dildo. She shrugs and 
dances off.

Mo B. Dick (the B. stands for "boda­
cious") is the alter ego of Mo Fischer, a per­
formance artist who originated Club 
Casanova, NYC's premier drag king night­
club. The club's been shuttered under 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani's community stan­
dards program, ("Harrassment," Mo says) 
but Mo's since formed a successful touring 
act of drag kings from his club that plays to 
packed houses across the U.S.

He's also a friend of John Waters, who 
cast Mo as the sleazy stripper in his aptly 
titled movie, "Pecker." Mo's also been seen, 
as Mo B., in "Sex and the City," as well as in 
a separate chapter in Halberstam and 
Volcano's "Drag King Book"

"This is a complete transformation for 
me," says Mo. "It's an opportunity to 
express myself. I was always an aggressive 

young girl, so I can put on a suit and mus­
tache and say whatever the fuck I like and 
people laugh their heads off. Instead of 
being an angry woman, I can be an angry 
man. I can't stand some of the behavior that 
comes out of this character, so I make fun of 
it. I take the piss out of it."

Before Mo B., Maureen was living in 
India setting up two low-cost housing proj­
ects for Habitat for Humanity. She returned 
to her native NYC to finish college at the 
progressive New School for Social Research 
in Greenwich Village, then moved to 
Provincetown where she met some per­
formers who lured her into show business. 
Between drag jobs, Maureen is a caterer for 
film shoots. Mo B. Dick arose in November 
1995.

If I had to label myself, I'd say I'm 
moody: whoever I'm in the mood for. It's 
fun that way. I'm a sexual terrorist. I get hit 
on by gay men, women, lesbians, bisexual 
men. I dated a bisexual man and he'd pick 
me up after work at Club Casanova and 
we'd walk down the street hand in hand, 
me still in drag. I'm like, 'Oh, my god, we're 
fags.'

"Lesbians are accepting sexuality in a 
whole new way, more open experimenta­
tion, more willing to talk about it, more 
dildo shops."

Then, pompadour, mustache, and all, 
Mo B, not Maureen, was off to Chances. He 
laughed. "Oh, yeah, have to. To fuck 'em 
up."
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to flooding .caused by 
Tropical Storm Allison, the dates, times and 
venues of some productions and events may 
change. Please call ahead to confirm.

“A Stroll Through GLBT History With Ray Hill”
Houston’s own gay 
Foghorn Leghorn has 
a new monologue for 
Pride celebration, 
somewhat on the 
order of Eve Ensler’s, 
only the gay male ver­
sion, and much more 
raunchy. Hill’s been 
around the block so 
many times, there’s a 

rut in the sidewalk. He’s exasperating, 
obstreperous, megalomaniacal, and soft and 
cuddly as the StayPuff marshmallow man when 
it comes to the vicissitudes of love. He's earned
the right to tell his stories—true or not—anyway 
he likes. We’re glad to have him as a citizen of 
Montrose. This one-time performance benefits 
the Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center. 
June 17, 7:30 p.m.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center, 
803 Hawthorne 
713-524-3818

“The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas”
When Dame Edna was told that Ann-Margret 
was coming to Houston, she said—and this is 
true—"Lovely, possum, what’s she doing, ‘On 
Golden Pond?’" No, Dame, she’s playing a 
madam, Mona Stangley, proprietor of the infa­
mous Chicken Ranch brothel near La Grange, 
and this role is her theater debut after a fine 
career in motion pictures and television. Gary 
Sandy (wearer of the ultra-tight jeans from 
"WKRP In Cincinnati") co-stars as Sheriff Ed 
Earl Dodd.
June 19-24
Wortham Theater Center, 500 Texas 
713-629-3700

GCAM/PFLAG presentation
Judy Reeves of the Gulf Coast Archives and 
Museum of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender History and Sue and Jim Null of 
the Houston chapter of P-FLAG will be at the 
Barnes and Noble at 3003 W. Holcombe 
Saturday, June 16 at 7 p.m. Reeves will talk 
about GCAM’s time capsule project and how 
preserving history starts by saving today’s 
newspaper. The Null’s topic is “The top ten 
things you may not know about sexual minori­
ties." The public is invited.

Bayou Calendar
•3- • • ’’ ' ■ •

That’s EntertainMENt
Gay Men's Chorus wraps 
up season with visit from 
Austin singers
by D.L. GROOVER

It just wouldn't be any celebration of 
Pride at all without our voices'raised in 
song, and who better to lift our communi­
ty's spirits, and sound better doing it, than 
our own Gay Men's Chorus of Houston?

Their 22nd season, titled "Movie, Musi&, 
and More!" comes to an apt conclusion this 
weekend with their joyous concert, "That's 
EntertainMENt," featuring songs from the 
movies and a special joint appearance from 
the Capital City Men's Chorus from Austin.

With remarkable longevity and resilience, 
our GMCH can justly celebrate itself, too, as 
well as Pride, for its unbreakable run of con­
tinuous music making since its 1979 found­
ing by Andy Mills as the Montrose Singers. 
The oldest spot is held though by San 
Francisco, that mother-of-all gay choruses. 
When the singing boys from the Bay toured 
the U.S. back in 1979, they were like a little 
gay Johnny Appleseed. Every where they 
went a little chorus popped up.

The group has recorded a best-selling CD, 
"To Friends and To Life;" performed at the 
Wortham Center; gave benefit concerts for 
HATCH and P-FLAG; became tire first "gay" 
arts group to perform in Austin's capitol rotun­

da; received a grant from GALA (the interna­
tional association of Gay and Lesbian 
Choruses); commissioned several new works; 
and capped it all when their booming voices 
added their titanic sound to Schoenberg's 
mighty "Gurrelieder," conducted by Christoph 
Eschenbach at the Houston Symphony.

Rehearsals take place every Thursday at 
7 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church, Waugh 
and Missouri.

As with concerts from seasons past, this 
one plans to be tuneful, Surprising, moving 
and full of laughs. And it won't surprise 
any of GMCH's stalwart concertgoers to 
guess that Gilbert & Sullivan's "Three Little 
Maids" from the film "Topsy-Turvy" just 
might be sporting mustaches.

Other highlights include the rousing 
"Trashing the Camp" from Disney's 
"Tarzan;" the ballad "When I Fall In Love" 
from "Sleepless in Seattle;" the classically 
inspired "Non Nobis Domine" from 
Kenneth Branaugh's "Henry V/' and a spicy 
rendition of "Day-O" from "Beetlejuice."

Tickets may be purchased at the door before 
any performance, or in advance through Box 
Office Tickets, Inc, 1-800-494-8497, or through 
their Web site www.boxofficetickets.com.

"That's EntertainMENt"
June 16, 8 p.m., June 17 at 3 p.m.
Kaplan Theatre at the JCC's I.W.

Marks Theatre Center, 5601 South 
Braeswood

The perfect 
companion 

for your 
next trip!
Don't leave town 
without the latest 

information on local 
gay and lesbian life, 

gay-friendly inns, 
hotels, restaurants, 

and nightlife 
including bars 

and clubs.

Now take

20% off
the list price for a 
limited time only!

List Price:
Our Price:

21.50
17.20

Crossroads Market 
-BOOKSTORE & CAFE 

1111 Westheimer Road, Houston 77006 
(713) 942-0147

Haus Edelweiss ltd
Seasonal Design • Decorating Services

Sat. July 21 • 7pm -11 pm
1833 West Alabama

(next to Chocolate Bar across from Divino Italian Restaurant) 

713-522-1948 R.S.V.P,

• Live Music by Marshall Maxwell of Marshall Entertainment
• Refreshments • Drawings/Door Prizes

We specialize in:
• Christopher Radko Ornaments • Department 56 Villages

• Nutcrackers/Smokers • Fresh Flowers ... and other fine gifts

Visit our website: www.hausedelweissltd.com
(^or^e^/Owrwr

2nd location: Town & Country
713-465-5858
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Club humors
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Lambda Literary Awards bestowed
'Valencia/ The World of 
Normal Boys' among 
winners

by ELLA TYLER

The winners of the Lambda Literary 
Awards were announced in Chicago on 
May 31 at a dinner featuring comic Bob 
Smith and slam poet Alix Olson as hosts. 
This is the thirteenth set of awards, spon­
sored by the Lambda Literary Foundation, 
which publishes the Lambda Book Report 
and the James White Review.

The winner for Lesbian Fiction was 
"Valencia" by Michelle Tea, published by 
Seal Press. The Gay Men's Fiction winner 
was "The World of Normal Boys" by K. M. 
Soehnlein, published by Kensington. "The 
World of Normal Boys" is Soehnlein's first 
published book.

Competition in both these categories 
was substantial. Other finalists for the 
Lesbian Fiction award were "Affinity" by 
Sarah Waters,- "Tea" by Stacey D'Erasmo, 
"The Powerbook" by Jeannette Winterson, 
and "Black Girl in Paris" by Shay 
Youngblood.

In Gay Men's Fiction, the competition 
may have been even tougher. Finalists were 
the "Notorious Dr. August" by Christopher 
Bram, "The Married Man" by Edmund 
White, "Guess Again" by Bernard Cooper, 
and "Between Dances" by Erasmo Guerra.

The genre fiction awards went to "The 
Limits of Justice" by John Morgan Wilson; 
"Mommy Deadest" by Jean Marcy, both 
mysteries; and "Kirith Kirin" by Jim 
Grimsley, winner in the Horror/Science 
Fiction/Fantasy category. The fiction 
anthology winner was "Men on Men 2000" 
edited by David Bergman and Karl Woelz.

The non-fiction anthology award went 
to "Out of the Ordinary" edited by Noelle 
Hawley and Ellen Samuels. This collection 
of works by children of gay and lesbian 
parents also won the award for 
Children/Young Adult title and was a final­
ist for the Transgender award.

The biography/autobiography winners 
were "Lifesaving" by Judith Barrington and 
"Bosie" by Douglas Murray. Murray is a 21- 
yeaf-old student at Cambridge University 
and began working on the book when he , 
was 14.

"Lesbian Art in America" by Harmony 
Hammond and "The Isherwood Century" 
by James Berg and Chris Freeman won the 
awards for Lesbian Studies and Gay Men's 
Studies.

The award for Lesbian Poetry went to 
"Mercy Mercy Me" by Elena Georgiou. The 
Gay Men's Poetry winner was ."Pastoral" by 
Carl Phillips. ,

David Sedaris' "Me Talk Pretty One 
Day" won the Humor award and "Faeries" 
by Keri Picket, won the Visual Arts award. 
"Hedwig and the Angry Inch" by John 
Cameron won the Drama award.

The Transgender award went to "The 
Danish Girl" by David Ebershoff, published 
by Viking. In contrast to years past, when 
books with transgender themes were from 
small presses and not widely publicized,

two other finalists in the category, "As 
Nature Made Him" by John Colapinto and 
"Trans-Sister Radio" by Chris Bohjalian, 
also were from large houses and received 
publicity boosts from their publishers.

Dual awards were presented in two cat­
egories. "Gay Spirituality" by Toby Johnson 
and "It's Never About What's It About" by 
Krandall Kraus and Paul Borja won the 
Spirituality/Religion awards. The winners 
in the Small Press category were "Kamikaze 
Lust" by Lauren Sanders, published by 
Akashic and "Between Dances" by Guerra, 
published by Painted Leaf.

Nominations for the awards are solicited 
from the reading public through the 
Foundation Web site, the Lambda Book 
Report and nomination forms at various 
book stores. Then, a committee of writers 
and reviewers select five finalists in each 
category. After that, each book in a category 
is sent to at least three judges who vote 
independently on the winner. This year, 
more than 60 writers, booksellers and free­
lance reviewers, including Houston writer 
Paul Lisky served as judges.

World of 
Normal Boys

A NOVEL

KM SOEHNLEIN

K.M. Soehnlein's 
'The World of 
Normal Boys' 
garnered the 
Lambda Literary 
Award for gay 
men's fiction at 
the May 31 

ceremony in 
Chicago.

Other Lambda Literary Foundation 
awards were announced at the dinner, also. 
The Editor's Choice Award went to 
"Coming Out of Cancer" edited by Victoria 
Brown worth, chosen by Greg Herren, the 
Lambda Book Report's editor. The Pioneer 
Award went to David Rosen and Retha 
Powers, of Insightoutbooks.com, a book 
club featuring gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and 
transgender books. Bill Cohen of Haworth 
Press was presented the Publisher's Service 
Award.

The Monette/Horwitz Trust and the 
Arch and Bruce Brown Foundation also 
announce their awards at this event. The 
Monette/Horwitz trust makes grants to 
scholars who are working to counter homo­
phobia. A grant of $7,500 went to Allan 
Berube, author of "Coming Out Under 
Fire." Karen Franklin, Anthony R. 
D'Augelli, Letitia Anne Peplau and Jeff 
McMahon each received smaller grants.

The Arch and Bruce Brown Foundation 
makes awards for gay-positive arts projects 
based on, or inspired by, history. Maida 
Tilchin received the award for her book, 
"Land without Maps."

Lambda Literary 
Foundation

P.O. Box 73910, Washington, D.C. 
20056-13910

202-682-0952
www.lambdalit.org

o 
z
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Eating Out RESTAURANT REVIEW

Voluminous variety 
itianghai River offers 96 
entree choices
by KATHREEN LEE

When you don't want to cook, you don't 
want to be adventurous, you don't want any­
thing fancy and all you want to do is eat and 
stick with what you know, you do Chinese, 
the lazy eater's default choice. However, that 
default selection comes with even more 
options, as Citysearch lists 329 different 
Chinese restaurants in the Houston area.

Non-mutually exclusive categories of 
Chinese restaurant cuisine include: greasy, 
spicy, MSG-induced spicy, deliverable, swift 
and a rare breed of elegant and expensive, 
^iich is the same as any other but just served 
Rh smaller portions on garnished platters.

SHANGHAI RIVER, a small window­

SHANGHAI RIVER
2407 Westheimer 
713.528.5528

Food:

Service:

Value: $0^
Scene:

$Opt for bread, water at home

^^OK, if you really must

Fine for most

^^jHlHj^Worth the drive, so live a little

90°d as it 9ets

less enclave within a strip mall on 
Westheimer, provides a diverse fare that 
includes ubiquitous staples like Chicken 
Fried Rice ($6.25) and unique house cre­
ations like Hunan Triple Delight Jim 
Masucci ($13.95), which is a mixture of 
sauteed shrimp, scallops and beef served in 
a mini hot wok and drowned in a "subtle 
brown sauce" named after the local TV's 
Channel 13 news chief.

The Beef with Orange Peel 
featured an amazing 

combination of sauces, 
texture and flavor.

Shanghai River menu selections places its 
cuisine somewhere in between the myriad 
staples of Kim Son and the elegance and dis­
tinctiveness of Scott Chen's, an upscale 
Chinese restaurant in the Galleria area.

Like Kim Son's extensive selections, 
Shanghai River offers 96 different entrees. But 
unlike Kim Son's, Shanghai River also offers 
numerous exceptional items, such as the Lobster 
with Black Bean Sauce ($23.95) which entices 
wealthier patrons with more expensive palates.

Appetizers include typical fares such as 
egg rolls ($1.35), fried and steamed 
dumplings ($4.75) and the Pu Pu Platter 
($5.95), which offers a mixture of six differ­
ent appetizers. The skewered beef was ten- 

and well-seasoned with spicy peppers.
^e Shrimp Toast had an odd mixture of 
consistencies with a crispy breaded exterior 
and a soggy fusion of mushy shrimp and a 
salty mayonnaise like sauce.

My dinner companion praised the 
Steamed Vegetable Dumplings ($4.75) foi 
the fresh spinach, carrots, Shitake mush­
rooms and cabbage stuffing. She comment­
ed that unlike the usual defrosted flavor of 
other restaurant dumplings, Shanghai 
River's tasted as if they had just prepared it.

The Beef with Orange Peel ($11.95) fea­
tured an amazing combination of sauces,

texture and flavor. The lean and tender 
meat was thinly sliced, battered in bread 
crumbs, lightly fried and immersed in a 
sweet and tangy sauce which only had the 
slightest hint of orange. The sauce was not 
overly sweet, but had just the right sweet 
essence to perfectly complement the more 
somber flavors of the breaded beef. While 
the dish could have used more vegetables 
like broccoli and bell peppers, the dish is a 
definite must for anyone.

We were not as impressed with the 
Happy Family Marvin Zindler ($12.95), a 
dish of chicken, beef, shrimp and scallops 
served a with a mix of vegetables in a fla­
vored brown sauce. One defining character­
istic of Chinese food is the all-consuming 
sauce in which the mixed ingredients are 
drowned. If the sauce is good, the dish is 
good. Unlike the unique and flavorful 
orange sauce in the beef dish, the "flavored 
brown sauce" served in the Happy Family 
entree was no more distinctive than the same 
ubiquitous sauce that's used for the chicken 
with mixed vegetables, pork with mixed 
vegetables, chicken with cashew nuts. 
Considering that the dish is named after the 
famed Channel 13 personality, I expected a 
more specialized dish a unique flavor.

I am used to always having to take leftovers 
home after doing Chinese, but die rather small 
portions of the entrees and appetizers left both 
my friend and I wanting more. The Honey 
Crispy Banana dessert ($5.25) consists of eight 
one-inch banana slices dipped in hot honey 
and then instantly dropped into iced water. 
The result is a warm mushy banana surround­
ed by a brittle and crunchy shell of honey. 
While the strings of hardened honey may cling 
to the roof of your mouth, the unique dessert 
offers a delicious finish to your meal.

Compared to most typical Chinese restau­
rants, Shanghai River offers it patrons a 
greater selection between traditional Chinese 
cuisine staples and their own distinctive 
entrees. However, finding those dishes which 
truly achieve a unique flare is haphazard. If 
you decide Chinese again when you next dine 
out, Shanghai River may surprise you on your 
ho-hum default night out.

Experience the newest 

S&M Bar* in Houston!
♦Stand & Model, sweetie!

"...a lavish bar that would not be bad to simply sip a martini in."
-The Rice Thresher

"Great Gatsby of a bar."
-Upper Kirby Progressive

Thursday Nights feature $3.75 Foxmopolitans 
Come for a little Soul with 

Gospel Brunch on Sundays!

HOURS
Monday-Thursday 11am-10pm
Friday-Saturday llam-llpm
Sunday Brunch llam-3pm
Sunday Gumbo Night 3pm-9pm

2S15 S. SHEPHERD • HOUSTON, TX 7709$ • 713.523.5F0X

PIZZERIA

Clubs, Organizations, etc. Call 
today to reserve space in our 

large meeting area!!
• Sunday Brunch H-2pm (a country breakfast buffet) 

Try our bottomless mimosas!

• “New" Pizza, Pasta, Salad Buffet

All you can eat, M-F, ll-2pm....................................$5.99

• Spaghetti Special (6 sauces to choose from!)

All you can eat, all the time.........................................$4.99 

Pizza • Pasta • Entrees • Salads 
Sandwiches • Desserts

Serving fine PIZZA and PASTA 
to Houstonians for 15 years!

• Party Room

Great Specials on Buckets of Beer!

2207 Richmond
713.526.1702

S

wmium Mom
SATURDAY MIGHT•very

from 10PM UNTIL 2AM

NO COVER

DRESS TO IMPRESS

coS 713 523 5230

1312 W. ALABAMAcome

DJ TERRY FLORESmu»ic

SATURDAY NIGHT DANCING

Mix & Mingle
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Only $99T

THE NORD

'I

June 19 - 24
Wortham Theater Center

For Tickets Call

ticketmaster

Starla 
Benford

Linda
Ellerbee

12220 Murphy Road 
Stafford 

281.575,8500

UNLIMITED
CELLULAR MINUTESSherri 

Parker Lee

Austin Theatre Alliance
PRESENTS THE NATIONAL TOUR

Sign up by March 31, 2001 and gef UNLIMITED cellular minutes For one year, UNLIMITED 
Nextel Direct Connect, our digital 2-woy radio feature. FREE Nextel Online. FREE Voice Mail. 

FREE Caller ID. Coll Premier Paging and Wireless for Details.

MONOLOGUES
BI

A BONA FIDE
PHENOMENON. ' iSS IM m BIH Mill 81Mllllir

IMSWIHS

713.629.3700 
ticketmaster.com 

Fiesta • Foley's • Kroger

For Group Sales Call 512.692.0541

Premier
PAGING & WIRELESS

Communicate With Us.
IxxMd tM jAk ^s>t 3/3 oorzao- « SCO rv SOO pot » fi&l at and t>ac«
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Gel one of these Free options when you 
siqn up lor a Performance Plus rate pion 
by March 31, 2001. You’ll ael 300 
celkilar minutes and ’Ou Direcl 
Connect minutes for os htt!e as $39.99 
per month I And there’s still more: Buy a 
Nextel phone and get an identical 
pfione FREE! Call Premier Paging and 
Wireless lor Details.

........NEXTEL'online-.....

How business gets done?
2 Convenient Locations to Serve You

1450 W. Sam Houston
Pkwy North, Suite 111 

713.465.8883
www.callpremier.com
1S«W3 to w™ ai I WK* a> aannmtr*
an $99 W akn. Afov pbr wiidw 935 o&ta w-»^w
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ME NT
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston
&DrJ. David Faber, Artistic Director Present __

A Celebration of Music from the Movies
V.c«c With Special Guests from Austin -

The Capital City Men's Chorus
।—  .... JeffreyJones-Ragona,Artistic Director
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On Stage
THEATER REVIEW + PREVIEW

^Pack up your troubles in your old kit bag...
'Carpetbagger's
Children,' doesn't live up 
to renown writer Horton 
Foote's reputation .
by D.L GROOVER

Throughout his long, illustrious career, 
writer Horton Foote has won numerous 
accolades: two Academy awards (for "To 
Kill a Mockingbird" and "Tender Mercies"), 
a Pulitzer Prize (for "The Young Man From 
Atlanta"), a Writers Guild award, a 

.National Medal of Arts, a Texas Medal of 
Frhe Arts, among many others.

His latest piece for theater is the play 
THE CARPETBAGGER'S CHILDREN, 
which received its world premiere June 6 
at the Alley Theatre. Mr. Foote will win 
no awards for this one.

This is a memory play, told by three sis­
ters who are the last siblings of Papa's fam­
ily. A union soldier during the Civil War, 
Papa passed through the small town of 
Harrison, Texas. He liked what he saw so 
much that, after the war, he returned there 
to live and raise his family. Buying disen­
franchised plantations, he became the rich­
est man in town, the county tax assessor 
and collector, and known thereafter to the 
partisan townsfolk as a "carpetbagger."

His daughters' reminiscences chart the 
family and the town's life and times. Their 
chronicles, however, are told in unwieldy 
kblocks of monologue, thick numbing short 
‘stories that have the power to trip up even 
the intrepid pros inhabiting the characters. 
For all their evocative power and poetic 
ease, the stories have no reverberation, no 
real depth. And no drama.

One by one, the sisters rise from their per­
sonality-matched chairs’at the comers of the 
stage and proceed to talk. And talk. They 
regale us with family stories. They inundate 
us. Cornelia (Roberta Maxwell), the smart 
one with business savvy yet emotionally 
repressed, becomes the matriarch when Papa 
dies and Momma tumbles into senility.

Grace Anne (Jean Stapleton) is the rebel­
lious elder one, who defies Papa s edict, 
elopes with a ne'er-do-well, and suffers 
both financial and familial consequences. 
jSissie (Hallie Foote) is the sweet dumb one, 
who admits to not having a thought in her 
head. When she's not crying (which we re 
told about many times, but never see), she's 
singing (which jve hear many times).

"Carpetbagger" is replete with an 
autumnal tone and a fragrance 6f old lace 
and dusty roses. It's genteel and proper, 
like a Sunday school class or a visit to half­
forgotten relatives you never knew or 
wanted to know. It's as comfy as a porch 
swing on a lazy summer day. But as wistful 
as it is with its swirls of memory and over­
lapping tales, the play is, alas,, insubstantial,

Jean Stapleton portrays Grace Annez one of 
'The Carpetbagger's Children' who tell his tale 
in long, unwieldy monologues.

tame and fairly static.
The three pro actors and the crack pro­

duction team serve Foote better than he 
serves them. Director Michael Wilson 
smoothly moves the limited action, set 
designer Jeff Cowie lovingly recreates the 
interior space with minimal paint, and cos­
tumer David Woolard characterizes each 
sister with a* distinctive look.

Maxwell in sensible shoes, rolled hairdo, 
and prim elegant gray dress makes an intel­
ligent, formidable Cornelia. Living her life 
according to Papa's will (what an ogre he 
must have been, although all three sisters 
have an inexplicable fondness for him), 
she's left with a lonely big house, lots of 
land that the heirs have no emotional 
attachment to, and her memories. She's 
controlled and tight.

If ever offered a chance to have lemon­
ade with Grace Anne as portrayed by 
Stapleton, take it. She's the most fun of the 
sisters: feisty, secure, a survivor. When she 
tells of her elopement that estranged her 
from her parents, she wiggles a little dance 
of triumph before she walks back to her 
threadbare armchair. She's a little doughty, 
but not dotty; naughty but nice.

The character of youngest sister Sissie is 
veneered with fresh tenderness in the capa­
ble hands of Hallie Foote, the author's 
daughter, but the problem is not in her fine 
portrayal but in the question, why is this 
character here at all? She's the least inter­
esting of the sororal trio. Having told us 
that she keeps things inside, likes to take 
orders and not think too much, why should 
we care about this wimp? She's so inconse­
quential to the famfly, to the play, that when 
she dies, no one takes any notice.

Horton Foote has drawn a loving mono­
chrome sketch of a vanishing way of life in 
a small southern town. Throughout whirl 
vestiges of "Magnificent Ambersons" and 
even "Three Sisters." But bring out your 
true theatrical oils, Mr. Foote, and give your 
painting dramatic color and life.

"The Carpetbagger's 
Children"

Through July 1
Moved from the Alley to Stages 

Repertory Theatre, 3201 Allen 
Parkway, Waugh @ D'Amico

713-228-8421

Girl talk
'Vagina Monologues' 
comes to Houston with
a Il-Texan cast
by RICH ARENSCHIELDT

Never before have so many famous femi­
nine parties been so anxious to talk about their 
private parts. Notables such as Glenn Close, 
Whoopi Goldberg, Winona Ryder, Lily 
Tomlin, Annie Potts, Kirstie Alley and Rita 
Moreno, have all shared the stage in giving 
life to the giver of life in lesbian playwright 
Eve Ensler's groundbreaking VAGINA 
MONOLOGUES. This show, presented at 
Houston's Wortham Center opens Tuesday, 
June 19 and runs through June 24.

As with many one-person works, 
"Monologues" has had an interesting cre­
ative history. Drawn from a book of the 
same title, it was originally produced in an 
1996 OBIE Award-winning run by HOME 
for Contemporary Theatre and Art in New 

■York. It has appeared in several different 
incarnations since then.

In a benefit to fight domestic violence, 
the show was performed in New York on 
Valentine's Day, 1998, as "V-Day 1998," 
.starring the many of the aforementioned 
thespian icons, and raising a significant 
amount of money for various women's 
causes. Subsequent charity benefits in 1999 
and 2000 culled more stars and funding to 
combat abuse against women, making 
"Monologues" one of the most successful 
philanthropic events of the year.

Since then, the show has toured the United 
States and internationally, with performances 
in Jerusalem, Berlin, Athens, Zagreb as well as 
a very successful run in London.

The production opened Off-Broadway 
in New York at the Westside Theatre on 
Oct. 3,1999 to great acclaim. Ensler starred 
in her work through January 2000 and has 
earned glowing accolades for her perform­
ances. She has been described as "a brilliant 
comedian" (The New York Times), "spell­
binding, funny and almost unbearably 
moving" (Variety) and "a sophisticated sto­
ryteller" (London's The Sunday Times), 
praise is universal for her interpretation of 
the stage version of "Monologues."

As Ensler eventually relinquished her 
role in the one-woman show, it was decid­
ed that a different format should be uti­
lized. As it's Off-Broad way success contin­
ued with standing-room-only engagements 
the single actress was to be replaced by 
three women. In this adaptation 

."Monologues" could be presented with dif­
ferent sets of three amazing women sharing 
the stage for a succession of two-week 
engagements. The production has been one 
of the most critically-acclaimed endeavors

Eve Easier, wrote and starred in several pro­
ductions of 'Vagina Monologues' across the 
country and abroad. The Houston showing of 
the popular three-woman play will feature 
Texans Linda Ellerbee, Starla Benford and 
Sherri Parker Lee.

of this season and has played to sold-out 
for nearly every performance.

The Houston run will feature former 
Houstonian Linda Ellerbee, outspoken jour­
nalist, award-winning television producer 
and best selling-author. Additionally, native 
Texan Starla Benford and Alley Theatre audi­
ence favorite, Sherri Parker Lee vzill comprise 
the trio for the Texas version of 
"Monologues."

Though the subject might seem a bit for­
eign to some, playwright Ensler thinks if s just 
what the doctor ordered. She explained the 
concept of her off-Broadway play by saying "I 
was worried about vaginas. I was worried 
about what we think about vaginas, and even 
more worried that we don't think about 
them... so I decided to talk to women about 
their vaginas, to do vagina interviews, which 
became vagina monologues."

Subjects in the discussion of women's gen­
italia range from silly to deadly serious. In the 
work' a young girl tackles the subject by mus­
ing "If your vagina got dressed what would it 
wear?" Humor abounds as one vignette fea­
tures a Jewish woman talking about "down 
there," saying: "I haven't been down there 
since 1953. No, it had nothing to do with 
Eisenhower."

In spite of its rather specific title, 
"Monologues" is much more flvan a self­
aggrandizing "no men permitted" look at part 
of the female anatomy. In this show, some of 
the biggest laughs flow from the more estro­
gen-challenged audience members. 
"Monologues" is a study in self-discovery for 
both sexes about what part of the female sex is.

The Vagina Monologues
Wortham Center's Cullen Theater, 

500 Prairie at Texas
June 19-24
Tickets $35-$45, available at 

Ticketmaster or by calling 713- 
629-3700
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Call toll-free to order 
(800) 338-3701

Visa, MasterCard, AmEx accepted. 
Offer only available to persons 18 and 
older; by ordering, you represent that 

you are at least 18 years of age.

BOOK SIGNING 
Lobo Bookshop & Cafe 

3939 Montrose Blvd.
Sunday June 17 

11 7-9p.ni.

Exclusive engagement 

Bel Ami Superstar 

Johan 
Paulik

Celebrate the release of 
Hoffman’s dynamic new 

photobook featuring candid 
images of the popular adult 
star as you’ve never seen 

; him before.

Available online in the menstoreat buygay 
www.buygay.com iv < J)

Howard Hoffman

U.S. CONSTRUCTION 
& SERVICES
Our Capabilities Include:

• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

• CeramicTiling
• Interior & Exterior Painting

• Room Addition and Siding

We are an owner-operated company 
serving the Houston area for over 25 
years, specializing in residential and 
commercial remodeling. We have many 

satisfied references, both residential and 
commercial, for your review. If we can be 

of assistance, please calf. Thank you.

Call for free estimate.

Turn your house into 
the home of your dreams.

U.S. CONSTRUCTION & SERVICES ▼----
(713) 526-7679 • Pager 713/698-0103

E-mail: uscon@pdq.net • )oe Hlavac, Owner

Sacrament
Ecumenical • Inclusive • Non-Judgmental

Bible Study 11:30 AM
Sunday Mass 12:30 PM

For information, directions or to schedule a Catholic 
Holy Union, please call us at the number below.

4606 Mangum (Between W. 43rd & Pinemont) 
713-476-9776 • www.blessed-sacrament.net

'Patrick’s Tottery ■
& CoCCectibCes
Featuring McCoy Pottery

Located inside Past Connections
235 W. 19th St. Open 7 days 10 - 5

Houston. TX 77008 713-802-1992

Present this ad and receive 15% OFF
good thru 7/5/01

7
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Why Fertilize Your Trees?
Our lawns are a foreign environment for 

landscape plantings. Without the constantly 
replenished, rich layer of humus from the 
forest floors, they are left to compete with 
our lawn for the scarce nutrients available.

BARTLETTTREE EXPERTS

Bartlett h$s formulated its own fertilizer for 
trees and shrubs, BOOST®. Injected directly 
into the root zone, provides both immediate 
and long-lasting nutrients, improves plant 
vigor and resistance to insects and disease 

while fostering growth. Don’t trust your tree 
care to anyone but an expert.

713.862.4777 
www.bartlett.com

Guided by The Tree Research Laboratories and 
Experimental Grounds, Charlotte, NC

BARTLETT

America's 
Trees Since 1907
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Homefront
^House proud

by ELLA TYLER

Get your home ready 
for Pride celebrations

something that fits your style.
Welcome your guests inside with fresh 

flowers in the entry. It doesn't have to be 
a big arrangement—a few flowers in a 
bud vase will convey the idea that this is 
a special occasion. The bathroom and 
bedside tables are two other places where 
small flower arrangements look festive 
and in scale.

Pots of blooming plants can be used in 
. place of cut-flower arrangements. There 

are a variety of containers that will cover 
the pot much more attractively than the 
plastic or foil sleeves they are sold in. Be 
sure the container you pick is watertight.

If you are tired of the way your place 
looks, try moving the furniture around. It 
can make a real difference.

The two fastest and cheapest places to 
get a completely different look are the 
bathroom and the bedroom.

A new shower curtain and bathroom 
rug can completely change the style of 
most bathrooms. If you chose something 
that goes with the towels you have, you 
don't even need to buy new ones. For the 
party, drag out the embroidered hand 
towels or get some pretty paper ones. 
One friend thwarts nosy guests by put­
ting marbles in her medicine cabinet 
When the door is open, out they come.

In the bedroom, a new bedspread and 
pillow shams can make the room look 
dramatically different.

I used to work in the furniture rental 
business, and often decorated model 
apartments. I still remember one apart­
ment with carpet in brown, black and 
white splotches with random tufts of yel­
low. Instead of trying to work with it, I 
ignored it, and used, I think, (it was the 
disco era) the green vinyl love seat. To my 
surprise, the place looked great and the 
carpet was barely noticeable. The moral 
of the story is that downright ugly fea­
tures in a room can be overlooked if there 
is something more eye-catching in the 
room.

As you're shopping, get whatever else 
feels festive to you—candles, streamers, 
potpourri, flags. Add lots of food, be sure 
you have something non-alcoholic for 
your non-drinking friends, and celebrate.

Here are a few simple ideas about how 
to get your home all spiffy and shining 
and ready for Pride celebrations. Invite 
friends over before the parade to show it 
off!

If you generally go in via the back 
door, enter from the front, as if you were 
a guest. When I did this, I found all kinds 
of details that needed tending to.

•
 The house numbers that had been 
taken down when the house was painted 
were still sitting beside the wall because I 
couldn't decide if I wanted new ones. 
There is a dead bush by the front door 
that is almost, but not quite, hidden by its 
live comrades. The table on the porch 
where plants sit is getting very rickety.

None of these will take long to fix, but 
they are a classic case of out of sight, out 
of mind. At least my Christmas wreath 
has been taken down and the light 
worked.

While you're walking around outside, 
be sure that anything that holds water is 
empty. If not, you're breeding your own 
mosquitoes. If your plants look puny, a 
foliar feeding will perk them up in just a 
few days.

This would be a good time to do a 
stem to stern house cleaning. Some peo- 

•ple enjoy cleaning. I do not, but it is not 
difficult if you follow this simple rule: 
Read the label on your cleaner and follow 
the directions. Some of these cleaners are 
very toxic. Use the cleaning product that 
fits the task and let it sit long enough to 
work.

My other cleaning rule is, "If you are 
hiring someone to clean, be very explicit 
about what you want done. This rule is 
derived from a number of unfortunate 
experiences. A cleaner once tried to polish 
one of my mother's antique copper - 
pieces. She removed years of patina and 
never got it to shine.

If you need more cleaning hints, call 
your mother or grandmother, although 
the recent popularity of books about 

.jflfccleaning (really) might mean that they 
don't know either.

After the house is clean and the nag­
ging little projects done, you can go shop- 

Ping-
Make your entry welcoming with a 

new door mat. A wreath would be a fes­
tive decoration for your front door, but 
you might have to make one. I haven t 
seen any gay pride wreathes, but maybe 
haven't been shopping in the right places. 
Sit down with a Styrofoam ring or a twig 
wreath, and some spray paint, glitter and 
rainbow ribbon and see if you can create

Adding a new front door wreath or welcome 
mat can freshen the look of your home and cre­
ate a more inviting entry for guests.

A Gffeat Drive Jor ths Weekend1 o An Unsurpassed Selection

Ornamental and 
Architectural Concrete

Frazier’s
A

We also feature dramatic residential & commercial 
fountains and accessories.

Business Highway 290 East in Hempstead 

Open every day but Wednesdays from 9 to 6 

409-826-6760

IS

closet

NEVER WOULD 

HAVE COME OUT!

BETTER PRODUCT, A BETTER

YOUR CLOSET

HAD LOOKED

For a free design consultation, call

(713) 688-8808
Visit our showroom
3556 W. TC Jester • Houston

home office • garage • pantry

PRICE

0 j
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Professional 
Services

Ftt$TCH$H
We buy anything of value! 

Antiques, Estates, Furniture, Collectibles, 
Jewelry, Automobiles, and Glassware.

BUY • SELL • CONSIGN 
Highest Prices Paid for 

anything of value!!

713-994-5986 pgr. 
281-391-7515

SWILLEY-HUDSON

COLDUJeiX 
BANi^eRa

STAN FORD 
713-443-3333

, Each office is 
I, independently 
gowned and 
' operated.

stansellshomes&com
ScoacA. tie- entire W^tS

REALTOff

• AUTO • HOME • LIFE • 
LOW COST AUTOS 

LOW COST RENTERS 
MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS 

TONY MAY 
INSURANCE AGENCY 
NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 

713-807-8264

y

IB
.WRENCE CONSTRUCTIO

Carpentry * Repairs
* Remodeling * 

/936363SI80 / 28I.948.4I89
Lawrence Gilstrap

Serving Houston’s Gay 
Community for IS years

OjkW4

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Richard IV Fletcher

• Neck/Back Pain
• Auto/Work Injury

• Medicarfe/Medicaid

1245 Yale • 713-862-3897
In The “Heights” at 13th & Yale

(Yala is 1 Block West of and parallel to HEIGHTS BLVD.) |

Call 
713-529-8490 
for Directory 

Ad Sales

• '
■ •• • :

Houston** Rrtt 
GayOwnod

4 Umo
Company

RON’S AMERICAN LIMOUSINES
BUSINESS • PLEASURE • ALL OCCASIONS

'AMERICAN

24-HOUR SERVICE
6,8 & 10 Passenger Elegant Stretch Limousines • C713)6 86-3337

20% off When You Mention This Adi

community
Saturday, June 16
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m. to 3 a.mr 713-526-5738.

Q-Patrol walks the streets 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.

Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 
713-528-6665.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call for ride locations. 713-
863- 1860.
Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a.m. 281-437-0636.

Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.

Rainbow Fishing Club. Meeting. 713-526-7070.713-880-9235.

Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center Drop-in hours noon 
to 4 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition • 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Classic Chassis Car Club. Summer Swim Party #1. 713-688-2841.

Houston Outdoor Group. Pot Luck dinner & Baby Shower. 713-
864- 0082.

Day of Dance. Rainbow Ranglers Annual Dance. Brazos River 
Bottom. 713-528-9192.
That's EntertainMENt. Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Concert at 
8 p.m. 1-800-494-849 or GMCH.org.

Houston Area Bears. Social at Mary's. 713-867-9123

Sunday, June 17
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 713-869-1686.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite Eucharist I 7:45 a.m.;
Holy Rite Eucharist II 8:55 a.m.; Education hour 10 a.m.; Choral 
Eucharist 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.

Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. Service. 6:30 p.m. 
713-528-6756.

Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
School 10 a.m. Youth Sunday School 11:15 a.m. Handbell Choir 
rehearsal 1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.

Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. Service 
10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Sunday School for 
children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 orwww.communitygospel.org.

Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 a.m. 713-529-8225.

Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal Baptist. Service 9:30 a.m. & 
education hour 11 a.m. 713-668-8830.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8:30 a.m.
& 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.

The Women's Group. Meeting & Discussion. 10:45 a.m. 713-529- 
8571.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St. Service 
10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.
First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 10 a.m. 
Christian Education. 11:30 p.m. 713-468-9543 orfcc-houston.org.

Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum 10 a.m. Service 11 
a.m. 713-686-5876.
Gay Catholics of St. Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m. worship service. 
Dinner and social, alexcam@wt.net. 713-623-0930

Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation: Adult discussion 
9:45 a.m. Service 11 a.m. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.

First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Brunch available 10:30 a.m. Panel Discussion: Bisexuality. 1:30 
p.m. 713-526-5200. church@firstuu.org.

Anarchist Black Cross Federation/Anarchist Reading Group. 1 
p.m. www.houstonabc.org. 713-595-2103

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center. • Positive Art 
Workshop Photography exhibition. • Sunday Pot Luck Supper. 6 
p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
That's EntertainMENt. Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Concert at 
8 p.m. 1-800-494-849 or GMCH.org. Center for AIDS. Men's 
Mixer. 713-527-8210.

PFLAG-Galveston. 713-867-9020.

monday, June 18
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support group. 8 p.m. 
www.GayFathers-Houston.org or 281-505-1788.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 
3000.

HIV testing. STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 1 p.m. to 6:15 
p.m. 713-626-2837.

Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park'at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.

Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show. 8 to 10 p.m. KPFT 90.1. 713- 
529-1223.

AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, 
Ext. 208.

gayDAR. Wellness Community. Support Group. 7 p.m. 713-526- 
1017, Ext. 211.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours from 
6 to 9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition • "A 
Stroll Through GLBT History with Ray Hill." 7:30 p.m. • 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

tuesday, june 19
For Mature Audiences Only. Support group. 7 p.m. Bering 
Memorial UMC. 713-526-1017..

HTGA Support Group. 7 p.m. 713-520-0439.

Home Sweet Home
In Business Since 1089

Perfection Plus
Domestic Services 

Specialists in Detail Cleaning
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

BONDED FOR YOUR PROTECTION 
MOVE-INS/MOVE-OUTS • SPECIAL PROJECTS 

WEEKLY - BIMONTHLY
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1989

fl $ibooOFF :
it First Cleaning !

We Supply All Cleaning I 
I Products & Equipment I

FREE ESTIMATES By Phone 
(713) 895-2766

11L H! Ki 11J 11voice

‘ Continually the Best

3 713.861.6181

K KAEHLER CLEANING
Make Ready • 

Residential & Commercial •

Detail Cleaning 
Service

• Residential

• Commercial

• Make Ready

• Since 1994

• Insured

• References

832.251.0723 • Cell 713.851.3425

Call 713-529-8490 for Directory Ad Sales
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calendar
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Club 
Houston. 713-B30-3000.

Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support Group. 7 p.m 713- 
524-0439.

Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang 11 a.m. 713-526-1017. 

Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mt. Vernon. 713-526-8390. 

Bn's Network. Discussion group for social, educational develop-
nt of gay and bisexual men. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling 
iter. 713-529-0037.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.
Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom. 
@ hour free dance workshops. No partner needed. Beginner. 2 
Step, Waltz, Shuffle & Swing Drop in anytime. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.

CPR Classes. 3 p.m. 713-607-7700.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Lesbian Coming Group. 6 to 9 p.m. • Positive Art 
Workshop Photography exhibition. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Wednesday, June 20
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 2015 
Thomas Street 713-793-4026.

STD Exams & treatment. HIV Testing. Free. AVES. Free. AVES. 713- 
626-2837.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mary's, 
Venture-N & EJ's. 713-830-3000.

BiNet Houston. 7:30 p.m. Women's Social. 713-467-4380

Women's Network. Montrose Counseling Center Discussion 
group for social, educational development of gay and bisexual 
women. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.
Ifeect: Caesar. Workshops. AFH. 3203 Weslayan. 713-623-6796.

Skate Rollerskating Club. 8 to 10 p.m. 8075 Cook Road. 281- 
933-5818.
Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal. 713-526-6665. 

Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Bible Study 7:30 p.m. Resurrection 
MCC. 713-861-9149.
Freelance Art Classes by Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ individuals. 1 
to 4 p.m. Lunch provided. 713-523-9530.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. 713-523-3037.

Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 Yale. 713-527-0931. 
www.houstonprideband.org.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Various Support Groups 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition •

Houston Committee for People's Radio. 6;30 P.M. • 803 
Hawthorne • 713-524-3818.

"Understanding Headaches." A question & Answer session. 
National Headache Foundation. 713-660-9140.

thursday, June 21
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open rehearsal. 7 p.m. 4807 San 
Felipe. 713-521-7464.

Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. 2 hours free Line 
Dance instruction. No partner required. Drop in anytime. Brazos 
River Bottom. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192?

Hep C Recovery. Support Group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, Ext. 211.

STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837. -

Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Toyz 
Disco. 713-830-3000.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.

Lambda Skating Club skates. 8 p.m. Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 
www.lambdaroll.org. 713-410-7215.

FrontRunners. Running Club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.

HIV Art Therapy Program. 1 to 4 p.m. Kermit Eisenhut. 713-523-9530.

Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.

Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235 or 
www.communitygospel.org.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition 6:30 p.m. 
• 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Bi-Net of Houston. Mixed Gender Social. 713-467-4380.

friday, June 22
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) 
Meeting. 713-942-7002.

Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. Rich's. 
713-830-3000.

STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830-3000.

Q-Patrol walks the streets. 9 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.

Kolbe Project. Morning Prayer. 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Positive Art Workshop. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer. 713-526-1118. 

Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM. 7 p.m. 713-526-5738.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition. • 
PARADE EVE RECEPTION with Stonewall Veteran Roy McCarthy 
and a screening of the film "Stonewall." to 9 p.m. • 803 
Hawthorne. • 713-524-3818.

To list an event, call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529^490, fax at 713-529- 
9531, or e-mail editorQhoustonvoice.com. Deadline is Friday at 5 p.m.

TREE’S 
LEATHER & SUPPLY

• Custom Leather • Belts • Tack • Holsters • Buckles
• Conchos • Leather Hides • Tools • Dyes • Oils • Hardware 

•Southwestern furnishings • Jewelry & Gifts
• New & Used Sewing Machines

Chris “Tree” McLean 3350 East T.C. Jester
713.681.4407 email: treesleather@aol.com
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1207 Spencer Hwy @ Allen Genoa 
15 minutes south of downtown 

Take I-U5 South, exit 
College/Airport, go east 3 miles

Club Wear ♦ Swim Wear

New DVDs I 
^Buy 1 get 1 free!] 
IgjlAdrStmeos 
pl1 J 2 for »19.9O 
Ij^ne Hour xxxj 

Photo Lab

DON GILL

STUDIO 911 
713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

• Lounge Wear • Thongs 
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if your hair 

isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to me.

Penis-Enlargement.net
FDA Approved vacuum 

pumps/surgical. Gain 1-3". 
Permanent & safe. Enhance 
erection. FREE Brochures! 
Latest enlargement info: 

(619)295-HUNG or 
900-976-PUMP ($2.95/min.)

4 Body, Mind and Spirit Automotive
Services

THE vac PLACE
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

1307 Fairview
(3 blocks west of Montrose)

713-529-1414

American « Foreign

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

Auto Repair & Service
713-526-3723

1411 Taft Houston,TX. 77019

Call 713-529-8490 for Directory Ad Sales
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Classifieds
ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMUNITY RESALE 

CLOSING
On August 15, 2001 after 16 
years. We wish to thank our 
donors and volunteers. This is a 
good and strong community 
which cares for its neighbors. 
We are seeking someone who 
has the capital and energy to 
begin a new program. The pres­
ent site will not be available. 
Please contact us between 11 
a.m. and 5 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday. 713-528-2555

COMPUTER PRO 
VOLUNTEER

Advisor needed to help set up 
Quick Books 2001 • AIDS 
Housing Coalition of Houston • 
713-521-1613 «_______________

MONTROSE 
COTTAGES

Seeking new or gently worn 
items for AIDS Transitional 
Housing Program. Furniture • 
TV • Radio • Twin size sheets & 
blankets • Household items • 
Drop off by appointment •713- 
521-1613_____________________

GAY WALKERS
Saturday mornings • http//mem- 
bers.aol.com/momingclub/inde 
x.htm * 281-437-0636._________

PARTY RENTAL 
HALL

Parties meetings ceremonies 
fundraising Montrose location 
big laser/fog dance floor 
mahogany bar walk-in cooler 
gamer. Free parking security A 
DJ included. Rental proceeds 
donated to local AIDS charity. 
713-521-1613,________________

Youth Empowering 
Advocates

Outreach center for homeless 
youths is seeking donations: 
Clothing hygiene supplies tow­
els books videos & backpacks. 
Call Andrea @ 713-523-9324

AUDITIONS
BIENVENUE THEATRE

Singers & dancers for “La Cage 
aux Folles” • Opening July 26 • 
Sat. June 9 11 am & Mon June 
11 @7 p.m. 713-426-2626

EDUCATION
INTUITIVE 

COUNSELING

Master teacher Bill O’Rourke uses 
ReikiTarot, Role Playing and guid­
ed meditation (and teaches same) 
to help you. www.rainbow
prod.com/bilbo • 713-864-2233.

EMPLOYMENT
DJ

DJ with own music needed for 
Friday & Saturday nights and 
Sunday afternoon. Bring in 
demo tape and resume on 
Monday or Thursday after­
noons. Mary’s. 1022 
Westheimer. 713-527-9669.
Experienced bartender needed • 
Apply in person after 4 p.m.* 
EJ’s *2517 Ralph • NO phone 
calls PLEASE._______________

RESURECTION MCC

PARTTIME PIANIST 
Responsible for 2 Sunday serv­
ices * Choir rehearsals • special 
events • Will work with Dir. of 
Music & Worship and Organist • 
Experiences in church and dif­
ferent styles of music Excellent 
piano skills • Send resume to 
2025 W. 11th, Houston, Tx, 
77008, Attn: Mark Unbehagen • 
For more info, call 713-861- 
9149 X110 or
marku @ neosoft.com.

NEW CLUB/LOUNGE 
ON FANNIN

All positions • Floor • Door • 
Bartenders • Barbacks • Call 
Robert @ 713-526-3333 • Noon 
to 6 p.m.

WARE HOUSE 
ASSISTANCE

Part-Time • Good driving record 
• HIV/AIDS knowledge pre­
ferred • 1-5 p.m. • Mon-Fri • Fax 
resume to PWA Coalition • 
713-522-2674.________________

SFX Theatrical 
Call Center

Mon - Fri • $7.25/hr. Pt & sea­
sonal • Answer inbound calls • 
Process season ticket orders • 
Background & credit investiga­
tion required • EOE • 713-693- 
2714_________________________

COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR
Flexible hours • Graphic designer 
with Pagemaker 6.0/6.5 for IBM • 
Layout weekly service leaflets & 
news bulletin • Artistic in other 
projects • Must be able to handle 
deadlines • Fax resume to 
Christopher Thomas @ 
713.222.2412 or
cthomas@christchurchcathedral.org

MIDTOWNE SPA
Apply in person. Start at $6.50 
per hour.

CLUB HOUSTON 
Accepting applications for certi­
fied personal trainers. Apply in 
person @ 2205 Fannin or 
www.the-clubs.com.

FREE EMPLOYMENT 
ASSISTANCE

Offering free employment assis­
tance to HIV+ individuals. 
Including job preparedness, 
training, resume development, 
and job searching assistance. 
For more info call 713-981- 
1543.________________________

PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Creative dynamic professional 
with experience community out­
reach, group & individual coun­
seling, and program develop­
ment and management. LC or 
MSW-ACP. Forward resume 
and qualifications to: Bering 
memorial UM,c/o COSM. 1440 
Harold St., Houston, Texas 
77006. NO phone calls please.

FOR SALE/RENT

ALL NEW!
• Near Intercontinental Airport

• Value packed apartment homes for
the luxury shopper

• Please call us today for information
• on our outstanding specials

281-820-9342 
www.cityview-apts.com

■ III
■ III
■ ■■■

WESTBURY GARDENS

A charming community near the 
loop with an European 
ambiance.

2/1 upstairs condo • 868 SF • 
Upgraded with ceramic tile 
from Spain on the Kitchen, 
bathroom, living & dining room 
floors • Ceramic tile on Kitchen 
counters • New sink, taps, dis­
posal, back wooden door, 
blinds,recent appliances irj the 
Kitchen • New bathroom tub, 
tile, toilet, faucets, accessories 
& medicine cabinet • Stackable 
W/D • Blinds, draperies & hold­
backs • Screened security doors 
front & back • $42,000 • Seller 
financing available •
3b/l& 1.5 bath condo town­
house • Ceramic tile in Kitchen, 
breakfast nook & both baths • 
Berber carpet • Freshly painted • 
1206 SF’ Fenced patio in beau­
tiful quiet courtyard • Lots of 
cabinets & large closets • 
$47,000. Call Lyn • On-site 
agent • 713-729-9316._________

WE STAYED HIGH & DRY 
Beautiful Montrose 1 & 2 bed­
rooms • Free T-1 access • Rents 
from $450 • Agent • 713-521- 
9345.

Westbury *1/1 condo • Aprox. 
700 SF • W/D • %525/mo + 
deposit & elec. • 713-721-0763.

HEIGHTS
Very large garage apartment • 
2/1 • W/D included • $550/mo.+ 
same security deposit • Steve • 
281-660-9182, _________

MARVELOUS MONTROSE

MUSEUM AREA
1/1 & 2/1 available in quiet little 
50’s complex • Recently updat­
ed interiors • Large closets • 
Laundry on-site • Good mainte­
nance • Security gate • Lease • 
Deposit • No dogs • $495 & 645 
+ Bills *713-929-0462.

MONTROSE 
COTTAGES

1/1 Garden Cottage • $300 and 
up • Reserved for People Living 
with AIDS • 90 day MAX • 
Phone, furnished,AC • Maid 
paid • No deposit • Sliding scale 
fee • No drugs or Alcohol on 
property • AIDS Housing 
Coalition AHCH • 713-521- 
1613.________________________

AUSTIN
Live above Hippie Hollow • 
3B/2b • Great views • $1500/mo 
* Gary @713-522-9077.

HEIGHTS DUPLEX
1/1 • Hardwoods • Carport • 
Central AC/H • Water paid • 
$650/mo + deposit • Small pet 
ok * 713-864-0039.___________

PRIDEREALTY.COM 

SALES/RELOCATION

OFFICE SPACE

FOR LEASE
1700 SF • Great Heights loca- 
tion * 713-443-9494.__________

OFFICE FOR RENT 
Second floor office available at 
Houston Lesbian & Gay 
Community Center • 803 
Hawthorne • 14’X12’6” • 
Nonprofit GLBT organizations 
preferred as tenant partners, but 
ail inquires welcomed. Call Tim 
Brookover @ 713-524-3818.

Massage Therapy
THE BODYWORKER 

Professional Body work for pro­
fessionals only • I work strictly 
with regular, repeat clientele 
only • Accepting new clients at 
this time • Timothy • Evenings 
& weekends • 832-687-5786 • 
713-523-7375.________________

JOB STRESS? 
TOUGH WORKOUTS? 
Call now to make your appoint­
ment for a relaxing, therapeutic 
Swedish massage • Body 
builder & licensed therapist 
Randall • RMT#005930 * 713- 
529-3348.

MASSAGE THERAPY 
AT IT’S FINEST

Swedish • Deep tissue • Sports • 
Reflexology • Don’t settle for 
less • In/Out • Hotels • 7 day • 
Nationally certified # 016074 • 
Jeff* 713-825-4062.

MANSSAGE
Do your self a favor • Effective > 
Therapeutic • Relaxing • Deep 
tissue • Don’t settle for less • 
What are you waiting for? • 
RMT# 4397 • Tom • 713-520- 
6018 ___________________
Swedish massage by Patrick • 
Relaxation • Myotherpy • Deep 
tissue • (RMT#024589) 713- 
807-7109 • 1 1/2 hours for $50. 
1 Hr. $40.

Therapeutic • Deep tissue • 
Jason • College guy • 713-863- 
8888 • 713-908-8020.

MOVING SERVICE"

WWW.AHOUSTON
MOVER.COM

Chuck French 
TxDot 534438B 
713-861-1212 
281-536-8530

PET SITTING
BOOK FOR YOUR

VACATION

“Pets love their own home even 
when you can’t be there” 
Established 1995. Book your vaca­
tion now • loyal989@aol.com 
CaU Loyal@713-942-8816.

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
Violin • Mint Condition • All 
wood • Complete with bow & 
case *$150, *713-921-5729.

WWW.EROTICAR- 
RITE.COM

Huge variety of sexy wear at 
Basic Brothers • 1232
Westheimer • 713-522-1626.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
NEED A LAWYER?

Trivedi Law Firm • Any prob­
lem • Any accident • Any injury. 
713-294-4833______________

BODY WAXING

FOR MEN
Personal grooming by Dale. 

Waxing specialist & licensed 

Cosmetologist. Private location 

in Montrose. Call 713-529-5952 

for appointment.

LANDSCAPING
Beds Shrubs Color 
Reasonabale 713-861 -9949

PRESSURE WASHING 
Driveways • Walkways • Patios^ 

Brick & more! Call Jason, col­

lege guy @ 713-863-8888 • 

Pager 713-908-8020.__________

LAMBDA

BOOKKEEPING

SERVICES
Restaurants ’Bars * Small busi­
nesses • $12/hr. • John Hubert • 
713-523-6381________________

Rainbow Computer 

Service

Need a little help with your 
computer. I offer in home repair, 
service and training. 713-880- 
0072.
ROOMMATES ’
2/1 Garage apartment • $350 + 
1/2 utilities • W. Gray & 
Dunlavy • 18-25 yo prefered • 
Mario @ 832-563-5107 • 
Immediate move in available.
GM Roommate needed • 
Condominium home • 2/2.5 • 2 
car electric garage • W/D • 
Pool • Free cable • $495 bills 
paid • Call Randy 713.780.1136 
Montrose • Own furnished bed- 
room • Pool • Be employed & 
gym member • $450/mo. *713- 
529-2268.
GM • Seeks roommate for house 
in Montrose • $450/mo. • W/D • 
Small yard • Lots of room for 
furniture • Call David @713- 
523-8197 • Leave message.

Montrose • Share luxury towr^ 
home • Private bedroom & batu
• Garage parking • Security • 
Extras • Steve • 713-201-3921

TRAVEL
IFYOU LIKE KEY WEST OR 
HAWAII, YOU’LL “LOVE” 
PARADISE • Accepting reser­
vations • 409-762-6677 • Toll 
Free 877-919-6677 • 2317 Ave. 
P • Galveston • www.galve- 
ston.com/paradise •
paradise@galveston.com.

HOLLYWOOD AT

GAVESTON
The island’s 1st Gay resort • 
Clothing optional • 
Complementary breakfast 
happy hour • Seawall @ 31s" 

409-750-8900* 1-888-899-0899
• www.galveston.com/holly- 
wood

THIS SPACE 
COULD BE 

YOURS!
Call Carolyn Roberts to 

place your classified ad 

in the Houston Voice! 
713.529.8490
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ON YOUR 
NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us! 
Montrose Inn 
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We're right IN the neighborhood. 
And priced right! 

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to 15 gay bars. 

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-1228 
713-520-0206 

montroseinn.com

lllllllllllll:
il !l •. I'i. 'I THE 

KOLBE 
PROJECT

e-mail: info@kolbeproject.org 
or visit our website at 

www.kolbeproject.org

PH.(713)861-1800 • 1030 Heights Blvd.

Houston, TX 77008

CALENDAR

Friday • June 15
Morning Prayer I Oam

Monday • June 16
Eucharist 7:30pm

Friday • June 22
Morning Prayer I Oam

Movie Night 7:00pm 
"The Very Thought of You"

Monday • June 25
Eucharist 7:30pm

Friday • June 29
Morning Prayer I Oam

voice
For just the 

price of 
postage!^?

DELIVERS
direct to your door

6 months: $4550 
1 year: $91

To subscribe, call 713.529.8490 
or fax 713.529.9531 

voice
. — — — ~ — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 1
Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490 [
TO PLACE AN AD: I
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order |

form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490. ।

BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL* kcooke@houstonvoice.com

AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation.

Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON ।

PICK YOUR 
CATEGORY

FREE': Call for guidelines 
HIV Services & Education 

Volunteers
 Non-Profit Organizations

‘First 20 words

INDIVIDUAL RATE $10:
Announcements

Auditions
 Employment-Seeking

 Pets-Free or Lost & Found

Roommates
Personal Websites

BUSINESS RATE $18:
■_ Auto Repair

Business Opportunities

Entertainment •

Help Wanted
Help Wanted-Seeking

Home Improvement

Items For Sale

Licensed Massage

Moving Services

Professional Services

Real Estate For Rent ■

Real Estate For Sale

Ca// 713-529-8490 
for other categories

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

CATEGORY:‘# OF ISSUES: 

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

TEXT: ________________________________________________

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $10.00 per week. Additional words at 50tf each per week.

Up to 20 words: $10.00
Additional words x 50tf: j.

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $18.00 per week.

Additional words x 75< per word (per week):  

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

Name: 
Address: 
City State Zip 
Phone ______
Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC  VISA
Card #  Exp. /
Signature; 
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Occasions
Birthdays
Asians & Friends members Emmanuel M, (6/18), Leo 
L. (6/19), Doug T. (6.20) and Phil T. (6.20) will be cele­
brating their birthdays this week.

Maranatha Fellowship MCC members Julie L. and 
Ernest T. count their blessings and birthday candles on 
June 19.

Classic Chassis Car Club members Ed McC. (6/21) and 
Bernard S. (6/22) will turn over the birthday odometer 
this week.

Beverage mixer extraordinaire Richard sips a birthday 
shot on June 16.

Debbie P. checks her modem speed on her June 17 
birthday.

Houston Voice fabulous freelance writer and Caramel 
Cream candy lover Deb Murphy adds another birthday 
chapter in her book of life on June 17.

Blaffer Gallery's Davis Northcutt will blow out his 
birthday candles with the help of his child/dog Bean 
for his June 19 birthday.

This is Tux, an 
18 month aid 
domestic short­
hair. He is great 
for tagging along 
to Black Tie 
Events. 
(713) 433-6421 
ext.5555 
pr@houstonhu- 
mane.org

1st Priority: The Houston Humane 
Society needs monetary donations to 
repair its livestock area that was 
damaged by the hard rain and 
floowaters. Send donations to: P.O. 
Box 450528, Houston, TX 77245.

2nd Priority: In addition, people may 
donate supplies 
(dog/cat/puppy/kitten food, brush­
es, shampoo) to the shelter at 
14700 Almeda Rd,

o

Wednesday 
Friday 
Friday 7 pm

9 pm 
Sunday

Swimwear, Thongs, Boxers 
C/B Toys & Adult Novelties 
Videos, DVi 
Romantic 
Lotior 
Lin 
BDSM Gear

Monday 11 pm 
IChanee^A

Vlub Xcape

’'Sheila" Lne @ Chances
Dart League @ Club Xcape
Summer Sizxle Fashion Show & Chances 
''Sheila" Live @ Chances F 
Style Night @ Club Xcape
Karoke @ Chances
$ 1 Beer & Amateur Strip @ Club Xcape 
713-523-7217 
713-944-7663

1

Go east tv

n 
ai

•vy.

■

11am - 7pm Mon-Sat • 1-5pm Sunday 
3113 Fountainview • Houston 

(Between Richmond and Westheimer) 
71 3.334.8383

©3^3^38

1232 Westheimer • Houston, TX • Montrose 
713.522.1626 • Mqn-Sat 10-9, Sun 12-6

years in 
business

j?-Si * *

You're a Pig
(relax, we won't tell anyone)

www.meatrack.org
No Towels • No Tokens • No Attitude
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PRIDE
ARIES (MARCH 21—APRIL 20)

Neptune's smooth aspect to Saturn could give you all the incentive you need to 
work to make your number one artistic dream come true, baby. It may be time for 
you to sing "Come Live with Me" from "Valley of the Dolls" to a luscious, spouse­
worthy Leo. If you're already settled down... tie the knot!

TAURUS (APRIL 21—MAY 20)
You are ready to make a significant career move, so please don't play Hamlet and 

hem and haw about whether you should or shouldn't. It wouldn't be surprising if 
you decided to flirt up a storm with another Taurus who used to really intimidate 
you. You have nothing to fear when it comes to your powers of attraction and charm.

8pm-2am Wednesday-Sunday 
Re-Inventing the Gay Club Scene! 

Never A Cover!!! • 21 & Up 
1417-B Westheimer • 713.522.5166

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22-JAN. 19)
The eclipse on June 21 falls in your house of love and sets a dreamy (but intense) 

tone for you for the next six months. It's a romantic time, and you can afford to coast 
a week or two at work to explore your passions. Let your mind and body lead you 
to an Aquarius.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20—FEB. 18)
You may not be able to accomplish all the goals you set for yourself during late 

June and that's okay! You need to chill out a bit. You may have to redo your envi­
ronment as a first step before you can take steps two through 10: really changing 
your life. Consult a Sag.

PISCES (FEB. 19—MARCH 20)
You will have the ability to psychically tune in to your lover's—or potential lover's— 

deepest desires in late June. This is a glorious time for you pursue the creative dream 
that's eluded you over the past two to three years. A Scorpio will help inspire you.

Jill Dearman is the author of "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer Astrology for Women." 
For information on charts and consultations, call 212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23—NOV. 21)
You are way ahead of your time and need to put some of your brilliant concepts 

into motion. Mars and Pluto in your money sector could cause a brainstorm about 
how to earn enough to have a most delicious winter. Plan ahead, little Scorpio. A 
Capricorn likes your wallet as well as your body.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22—DEC. 21)
The solar eclipse on June 21 may inspire you to completely change the way you 

behave in intimate relationships. It's time to move on from a love that has died. 
Purge yourself of dreams that can't come true and focus on something potentially 
wonderful and life affirming with a Gemini.

My Stars!
YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

June 15 - 21

GEMINI (MAY 21—JUNE 21)
It's time to enact a fantasy that's haunted you and deliciously tormented your 

dreams for years. The Sun shifts into your money and material things sector, and 
you've got to get with the program. Spend time and money on things that have per­
manence. And that goes for lovers, too. An Aquarius is good to rent—not to buy!

CANCER (JUNE 22—JULY 22)
Your solar new year begins on June 20, darling, so live it up. If you've been put­

ting off taking action, now is your time to get moving. It's time to be selfish in the 
best sense of the word, sweetie. Let a Pisces inspire you to be true to yourself.

LEO (JULY 23—AUG. 22)
As gay pride month kicks into high gear, you may have to deal with pesty exes 

who feel compelled to rehash old business with you. Venus at the top of your chart 
could bring you the attention of people who like to mix art and commerce. It's a great 
time to take advantage. Let a sneaky Sag in on your plans.

VIRGO (AUG. 23—SEPT. 22)
This is a great time for you to push a nasty competitor out of the way and climb up a 

rung or two at your present place of work. Subtlety won't work now, sweetie. While the 
eclipse (on June 21) highlights your house of friends, turn to a Libra for insight.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23—OCT. 22)
Dreams can come true... they can happen to you... if you are willing to expand 

your consciousness, darling Libra. Stop thinking inside the box; open up Pandora's 
box, instead. Mercury and Jupiter are making you extra exotic, especially to a Cancer, 
but even to yourself!

oin us during the PARAD
8pm-10pm for Cold Drinks! 

$2 Wells • $2 Lona necks

Attfesome Shrink

hots!

by JILL DEARMAN
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COME OUT & PLAY IT'S MILLER TIME
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