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Lesbian on the 'Air'
Rachel Maddow brings a 

liberal, lesbian voice 
to Air America Radio
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Connecticut House
approves civil unions
Ore. governor also calls for civil union legislation
By EARTHA MELZER

The Connecticut House of Representatives 
approved a bill to provide same-sex couples with the 
same rights, benefits and obligations of married cou­
ples on Wednesday, but added a last minute amendment 
that defines marriage as between a man and a woman.

Connecticut was one of three states that have seen 
steps taken in the past 10 days toward granting mar- 
riage-like rights for gay couples, joining California 
and Oregon.

An Act Concerning Civil Unions passed on an OS­
es vote, easily surpassing the 75 votes needed for pas­
sage. It now heads back to the Senate, which passed it 
by a 3-to-l margin last week, so that it can consider 
the amendment. A similar amendment was offered 
during the Senate debate and was voted down.

Connecticut could become the first state to recog­
nize same-sex relationships without a court order. 
Vermont has civil unions and Massachusetts has same- 
sex marriage but in both of those cases the recognition 
followed lawsuits filed by same-sex couples.

However, a civil unions law may not be enough. 
Connecticut is being sued by same-sex couples who 
want the right to marry.

Kerrigan & Mock vs. Connecticut Department of 
Public Health involves seven gay and lesbian couples 
from across Connecticut who were denied marriage 
licenses in Madison. On Aug. 25, 2004 the couples filed 
suit in New Haven Superior Court challenging what 
they say is the state’s “discriminatory denial of mar­
riage rights to same-sex couples.”

The case is brought by Gay & Lesbian Advocates &

Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Rell, a Republican, will likely sign a civil 
unions bill if it includes the amendment that states marriage is only 
between a man and a woman. (Photo by Bob Child/AP)

Defenders, which also brought the lawsuits that estab­
lished same-sex marriage rights in Massachusetts and 
civil unions in Vermont.

Carisa Cunningham, spokesperson for GLAD, said 
that the lawsuit is happening parallel to actions in the 
legislature. She said that the legislature was working

Please see CONNECTICUT on Page 7

State Rep. Jessica Farrar (D-Houston) is the only member of the House 
Committee on State Affairs to vote against a proposed constitutional amend­
ment banning same-sex marriage.
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Amendment advances 
to the Texas House
Though opposition to HJR 6 was 
650 to 5 in a State Affairs hearing, 
the measure was still approved 6-1
By BINNIE FISHER

After siding with the majority on the House Committee on 
State Affairs that last Monday voted 6-1 to approve a proposed 
constitutional amendment banning gay marriage, State Rep. 
Martha Wong (R-Houston) said this week she favors civil unions.

The committee vote cut a last-minute addition by the propos­
al’s author that would also ban civil unions and advanced House 
Joint Resolution 6 to the full House.

. HJR 6, introduced by State Rep. Warren Chisum (R-Pampa), 
was approved in its original form early Monday with two mem­
bers (both Democrats) still enroute to Austin from their home 
districts.

The only dissenting committee vote was cast by State Rep. 
Jessica Farrar (D-Houston). Farrar, who represents the Heights 
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local life 
Astrologer Lilly Roddy 
gained self-acceptance 

after sexual reassignment.
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• Make people like you?
• Start and hold conversations with drag queens, 
bank executives and other sundry types?
• Brave the urban jungle and Mother Nature?
• Juggle 10 things at once like a
Cirque de Soliel acrobat?
• Master the art of negotiation?
• AND maybe even sell your own mother?

If this sounds like you, let's talk. The Houston Voice, the city's leading gay and 
lesbian newsweekly, is looking for 
ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES. Candidates will have some sales experi­
ence, ample determination and a "can do" 
attitude. Must love to promote yourself as well as our paper.

You'll be responsible for all phases of the sales process: cold-calling; prospect 
development; conceptualizing, planning and delivering sales presentations; writ­
ing proposals, negotiating contracts & closing new business.

We offer a challenging and exciting opportunity in a fast-paced, goal-oriented 
(yet fun) environment. Competitive compensation, training and a comprehensive 
benefits package including health/dental/life insurance, paid holidays, vacation & 
more.

To apply, call Jason Wilson at 713-529-8490 and tell me why 
you're the best one for the job!
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Mention this ad and receive a 10% DISCOUNT

Laser Hair Removal 
Acne & Acne Scar Removal 
Botox® and Restylane® 
Facials and Peels
Vein Therapies 
Microdermabrasion
Waxing and Tinting 
Permanent Make-Up

DermaHealth
LASER ASSOCIATES

Cheri A. Post, M.D., offers the following services:
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Saturday, April 30, 2005 
Hermann Park Golf Course 

7:30 a.m. Registration 
8:00 a.m. Shotgun Start

$75 per player 
Sponsorships $100-$500

For Information, call 713-952-2617
Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church 

2025 W. Uth St. ~ Houston, TX 77008 ~ 713-861-9149 
www.Resurrectionincc.org

6363 Woodway Dr., Suite 850 • Houston,Texas 77057
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Sophie B. Hawkins, others to perform at Pride Festival
Officers with Pride Houston indi­
cated last year that they hoped to 
revive the Pride Festival that pre­
cedes the parade, and on 
Thursday, they announced an 
entertainment roster that indi­
cates they meant business. 
Headlining the festival that 
begins at 2 p.m. on June 25 is 
Grammy winner Sophie B. 
Hawkins. Other entertainers 
include Pansy Division, Jade 
Esteban Estrada, Rachel Sage and 
Sarah Pinsker and the Stalking 
Horses. Pride Houston Executive 
Director Jack Valinski noted, 
“Pride Houston is making a real 
effort to upgrade and expand the 
Pride Festival 2005, and festival 
co-chairs Matthew Stone and 
Todd Amdor are bringing in 
major musical talent.” Stone 
added, “We searched the gay 
music universe for artists who 
are known for their energetic, 
live performances. The Pride 
Festival entertainers range from 
pop to folk to Latin to rock and 
will not disappoint.” The festival, 
which previously consisted of 
booths lined up along Yokum, 
behind the Westheimer Street

Sophie B. Hawkins is among a roster of stars who will appear at 
the 2005 Pride Festival June 25.
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bleachers, had been free. This
year, cost for the festival is $10. At that, Stone said, it’s still a bargain. “This event is a 
huge entertainment value and is Houston’s only chance to see so many talented GLBT 
artists,” he said. More information on the festival is available at www.pridehouston.org.

Galveston may get its own 
Metropolitan Community Church

A feasibility team from the Metropolitan 
Community Church has been meeting for 
the last year to consider the possibility of 
establishing a new MCC congregation in 
Galveston. MCC Regional Elder Darlene 
Garner recently appointed an administra­
tive committee, and has authorized the 
continuation of the study. MCC was found­
ed in Los Angeles in 1968 and now includes 
more than 300 churches worldwide. If a 
church is established in Galveston, it will 
be called Harbor MCC of Galveston.

Volunteers are needed by 
Houston Gay & Lesbian Switchboard
Since April is Volunteer Appreciation 
Month, staff at the Montrose Counseling 
Center decided it was a good time to honor 
those who are currently offering their 
time to the organization and to launch a 
recruitment drive for the Houston Gay & 
Lesbian Switchboard. The center has 
planned an informal Volunteer Happy 
Hour from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Wednesday at the 
Montrose Diner, 1111 Westheimer. 
Montrose Diner is donating hors d’oeu­
vres for the event. “MCC’s volunteers - 
both the volunteers who staff Gay & 
Lesbian Switchboard and the H.A.T.C.H. 
facilitators - provide an invaluable service 
to Houston, and we want to make sure they 
know how much they’re appreciated, not 
just in April but year round,” said Ann 
Robison, executive director of the center. 
Anyone interested in learning about

volunteering with the switchboard is 
invited to attend the happy hour. The 
next volunteer training session is 
scheduled to begin the last week in 
April and continue through May. Sally 
Huffer, community projects specialist 
with MCC, said training is time-inten­
sive, but make-up sessions can be com­
pleted by viewing videotapes. “We espe­
cially need people who are available to 
spend a Friday or Saturday evening on 
the switchboard, when callers are look­
ing for referral information to GLBT 
social spots or for those who are partic­
ularly lonely,” Huffer said. Volunteer 
applications are available at 
www.gayswitchboardhouston.org.

Houston's Drum Corps 
Perform on Saturday

The Houston Youth Drum Line, 
Percussion One, and local drum corps, 
Gulf Coast Sound, will provide part of 
the entertainment for the 11th Annual 
Drum Corps BBQ Bash from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Doss Community Center in 
Northwest Houston. The Bash, hosted by 
the Drum Corps Tigers of Texas, 
hrdudes a barbeque lunch and prizes 
including DVDs and movie passes. 
Advance tickets are $10 for adults and $5 
for children 12 and under. Proceeds bene­
fit. Drum Corps Tigers is not exclusively 
gay, but many gays make up the corps. 
www.DrumCorpsTigers.org.

From staff and wire reports
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Lesbian adoptive parent wins
joint custody in
Kathleen Van Stavern 
has been granted regular 
visits with her former 
partner's child every 
other weekend
By BINNIE FISHER

A jury in Galveston earlier this 
week awarded standard visitation 
rights to a lesbian who had adopted 
the biological daughter of her former 
partner and was seeking joint custody.

The five-day jury trial brought an 
end to the case that already had been 
heard in numerous courtrooms as the 
biological mother attempted to get the 
case dismissed on the grounds that the 
adoption would have been void under 
the Texas Family Code as it existed at 
the time the adoption was granted.

The jury’s verdict gave the adoptive 
parent, Kathleen Van Stavern, visita­
tion rights every other weekend as 
well as some holiday visits. Van 
Stavern was also granted some week­
day visits.

When the verdict was read, Van 
Stavern’s attorney, Shannon T. 
Warren, said many of her client’s sup­
porters sobbed.

“I almost started crying myself,” 
she said. “I was so grateful to God that 
the right thing happened. It was a real­
ly good day.”

Attorneys for the biological mother 
of the child, Julie Ann Hobbs, said she 
is likely to appeal the decision. One of 
the attorneys, Marie Trefethern, said 
Hobbs still maintains that the adop­
tion was not legal at the time it was 
granted.

“We’ll be looking for an answer to 
that,” she said.

No geographical restrictions
Trefethern added that although 

Van Stavern prevailed in gaining vis­
itation rights, “We asked for no geo­
graphical restrictions, and we did get 
that.”

Warren said her client has indicat­
ed that if Hobbs ever moves out of the 
area, she will uproot and follow to be 
near the child.

Although some gay and lesbian 
activists have charged that Hobbs’ 
attempts to void the adoption could 
have detrimental effects on future gay 
and lesbian adoptions, Trefethern 
said, that was not her client’s intent.

She said Hobbs’ argument is that 
in her case, the adoption did not coin­
cide with state law as it was stated at 
the time.

“This is just one specific case,”

Galveston case

" - Al

Kathleen Van Stavern on Monday won joint cus­
tody of the biological daughter of her former 
partner in a jury trial that lasted five days in 
Galveston.

Trefethern said.
Van Stavern and Hobbs were part­

ners in 1998, when Hobbs gave birth 
to a daughter by artificial insemina­
tion. In 2001, Hobbs adopted the child.

The relationship between the two 
women ended in March of 2004, and 
Van Stavern began making child sup­
port payments of $400 a month and 
sought to gain joint custody.

Hobbs fought Van Stavern’s peti­
tion for joint custody on the grounds 
that at the time of the adoption, an 
adoptive parent was required to be 
the spouse of the biological parents. 
The family code has since been 
rewritten to ease those adoption 
restrictions.

Hobbs’ petition was heard in 
Galveston on Sept. 9, 2004 by 
Associate Family Court Judge 
Stephen Baker, who ruled in favor of 
Van Stavern. The judge’s ruling was 
based on a provision in the family 
code that stipulates adoptions must 
be challenged within six months of 
being granted.

Baker’s ruling was appealed to 
306th Family District Court Judge 
Janis Yarborough, who upheld the 
associate judge’s ruling.

Attorneys for Hobbs took the case 
to the 1st State Court of Appeals, 
arguing that Yarborough did not have 
jurisdiction over the case. The 
appeals court upheld the rulings of 
Baker and Yarborough.

An attorney for Hobbs appealed the 
lower court rulings to the Texas 
Supreme Court, which declined to 
hear the case.

With the legality of the adoption 
answered, a jury began hearing testi­
mony on the custody case on April 5.

After a brief deliberation, Warren 
said, the jurors returned a verdict 
Monday afternoon.
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House needs to be educated about gay issues, Farrar says
HOUSE, continued from Page 1

neighborhood, argued with Chisum as he 
read the proposed amendment in a public 
hearing on April 4 that it would write dis­
crimination into the Texas Constitution.

Chisum replied, “This doesn’t discrim­
inate against anyone. It discriminates 
against a practice, not a people”

In an e-mailed statement, Wong, whose 
district includes part of Montrose, said, “I 
have talked to advocates of gay partners 
who have made a strong commitment to 
build their lives and their families togeth­
er. I respect their hopes, dreams and 
heartaches, and I believe that allowing 
civil unions but keeping marriage only 
between a man and a woman should be the 
path our country takes."

Randall Ellis, executive director of the 
Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby of Texas 
(LGRL) said he finds it difficult to believe 
that committee members approved the 
proposal in spite of overwhelming opposi­
tion at the April 4 public hearing.

He noted that about 650 individuals 
gave verbal or written testimony oppos-

0 MORE INFO
Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby of Texas
www.lgrl.org

•''A'''/

X Sk 11 
o. ** ** \

Wft il-

Although State Rep. Martha Wong (R-Houston) 
voted in favor of advancing House Joint Resolution 6 
from the State Affairs Committee to the full House, 
she says she favors civil unions.

ing the proposed amendment and added, 
“Fewer than five were in favor of the 
resolution.”

While he said he is disappointed that 
Wong voted in favor of the proposed 
amendment, Ellis said, he plans to contact 
her regarding her opinion on civil unions.

A civil unions resolution
“I’d love to see her help us push for­

ward a constitutional amendment that 
would do exactly what she says she 

wants,” Ellis said.
Of the more than 20 Houston House 

members contacted by the Voice either by 
phone or e-mail regarding the proposed 
amendment, only Wong and three others 
responded.

Through e-mail, Rep. Scott Hochberg indi­
cated that he had not yet read the resolution.

Rep. Jessica Farrar said in a telephone 
interview that she fears legislators who 
don’t necessarily approve of the resolu­
tion will vote for it because of pressure.

“Because of the political climate we’re 
in, they’ll need to cast this vote to prove 
their conservative credentials,” she said.

She pointed out that in the past, legisla­
tive bodies have used the constitution to 
preserve rather than deny rights.

“I don’t want discrimination written 
into our constitution,” she said. 
“Traditionally, the constitution has been a 
document that provides justice in the form 
of rights for women and the vote for 
African Americans.”

Farrar has proposed a forum for fellow 
state legislators that would help educate 
them regarding same-sex families prior to 
the House vote on HJR 6.

Texas Rep. Garnet Coleman (D- 
Houston), whose district also includes a 
portion of Montrose, telephoned the Voice 
to voice his opposition to the resolution.

“The whole notion of prohibiting mar­
riage for same-sex households flies in the 

face of what the constitution is all about,” 
he said. “This (HJR 6) is about a national­
ized effort to amend the U.S. Constitution. 
It will serve as an indication of whether or 
not it is doable.”

Organizations that support same-sex 
marriage have condemned the committee 
vote and are closely monitoring the 
actions of the Texas House.

Maria Gonzalez, president of the 
Houston GLBT Political Caucus (PAC), 
noted regarding the committee vote, “Six 
legislators voted to legislate discrimina­
tion against thousands and thousands of 
Texans by supporting HJR 6.”

The caucus and Equality Knocks had 
hoped to convince Wong to vote against 
the resolution by urging residents of 
her district to contact her and voice 
their opinions.

“Clearly, Rep. Wong chose to respond to 
political pressure instead of supporting 
her constituents,” Gonzalez added.

If HJR 6 is approved by two-thirds of 
the Texas House and Senate, it will be go 
before voters in November.

Both Farrar and Coleman said the 
resolution seems to be on the fast track 
and could come up for a vote before the 
end of April.

Ellis said LGRL will closely monitor 
HJR 6 as it proceeds from the House to the 
Senate and publish updates from time to 
time on the organization’s Web site.

Memorial
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. Doorsavailable
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Rain Dancer
Quiet the road. Smooth the way. Touring technology in motion 

takes you the distance in calm and comfort, unfazed by wet weather.

Make your move on Bridgestone Turanza tires.

bridgestonetire.com 1 - 8 0 0 - 8 0 7- 9 5 5 5 tiresafety.com PASSION
for EXCELLENCE
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Touch of Monty Python

ONE WILD AND CRAZY PLAY!

ALLEY THEATRE

STEVE MARTIN'S
THE UNDERPANTS
ADAPTED FROM A COMEDY BY CARL STERNHEIM

Everett Evans, Houston Chronicle

THROUGH APRIL 24

HUBBARD STAGE

THRILLS" TICKETS AVAILABLE!

R1921J THE HUMPHREYS FOUNDATION
Aittmev m Im

www.alleytheatre.org
713.228.8421

MAKE LIFE REWARDING."
Continental

Airlines ^01®
The Official Airline of the Alley Theatre

Army soldier wounded in Iraq comes out, wants to return
WASHINGTON (AP)—An Army sergeant from Ohio who 
was wounded in Iraq wants a chance to remain in the mil­
itary as an openly gay soldier, a desire that’s bringing him 
into conflict with the Pentagon’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
policy Sgt. Robert Stout, 23, says he has not encountered 
trouble from fellow soldiers and would like to stay if not 
for the pohcy that permits gay men and women to serve 
only if they keep their sexual orientation a secret. “I know 
a ton of gay men that would be more than willing to stay in 
the Army if they could just be open,” Stout said in an inter­
view with the Associated Press. “But if we have to stay 
here and hide our lives all the time, it’s just not worth it.” 
Stout, of Utica in Licking County was awarded the Purple 
Heart after a grenade sent pieces of shrapnel into his arm, 
face and legs while he was operating a machine gun on an 
armored Humvee last May He is believed to be the first gay 
soldier wounded in Iraq to publicly discuss his sexual ori­
entation, said Aaron Belkin, director of the Center for the 
Study of Sexual Minorities in the Military at the 
University of California-Santa Barbara.

Sgt. Robert Stout, 23, of Ohio, who 
was wounded while serving in Iraq, 
now wants to serve as an openly 
gay member of the U.S. Army. (AP 
photo courtesy of Robert Stout)

Gay rights supporters in Maine 
campaign to curb repeal effort

AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) — Supporters of 
Maine’s new law banning discrimination 
based on sexual orientation have begun a 
campaign to discourage people from sign­
ing petitions that call for a referendum on 
repealing the law. Pat Peard of Maine 
Won’t Discriminate, which supports the 
anti-discrimination law, said volunteers 
plan to begin an “outreach” approach in 
the coming weeks to convince voters that 
the law is good and should stay on the 
books. The bill, which Gov. John Baldacci 
signed last month, prohibits discrimina­
tion in employment and other areas based 
on sexual orientation. The law is similar to 
previous gay rights legislation that voters 
rejected in 1998 and again in 2000. The state 
Constitution allows voters to repeal a law 
with a “people’s veto” if opponents collect 
enough signatures within 90 days of the 
end of the legislative session in which the 
bill was signed into law.

Feinstein comment on gay marriage 
wins her Calif. 'Pink Brick' award

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — In Dianne 
Feinstein’s hometown of San Francisco, 
hard feelings apparently linger about the 
senator’s remark that the push to make 
marriage legal for same-sex couples hurt 
Democrats in the November election. 
Organizers of the Gay Pride parade held in 
the city every June announced last week 
that Feinstein was the winner of this year’s 
“Pink Brick” award, a dubious honor 
bestowed on the public figure a San 
Francisco group decides has done the most 
to damage the gay rights cause. President 
Bush and talk show host Laura 
Schlessinger are previous winners. Joey 
Cain, president of the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender Pride Committee^ 
said Feinstein was nominated for the prize 
for telling reporters the morning after 
Bush’s re-election that progress on the gay 
marriage front “has been too much, too fast, 
too soon.” Howard Gantman, a Feinstein 
spokesperson, called the senator’s nomina­
tion for the Pink Brick “very unfortunate,” 
saying it neglects Feinstein’s long record of 
support for gay and lesbian issues.

Kan. attorney general says 
he won't attack DP benefits

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Even with new lan­
guage in the Kansas Constitution dealing 
with same-sex unions, Attorney General 
Phill Kline says he won’t attack public or 
private benefit plans covering the domes­
tic partners of gay men and lesbians. 
Kline, who strongly supported the consti­
tutional amendment approved by voters to 
ban gay marriage and civil unions for gay 
couples, said last week that it does not 
apply to benefits that companies offer 
their employees. The attorney general also 
said in a statement that his office “will not 
seek to alter any benefits policy of any 
political subdivision in the state as a 
result of the amendment’s passage.” 
Spokesperson Whitney Watson said while 
Kline’s office isn’t aware of any public 
agency providing benefits to the partners 
of gay and lesbian employees, staffers 
have received numerous questions about 
the amendment’s effect.

Republican consultant marries 
male partner in Mass, ceremony

WASHINGTON — Well-known Republican 
consultant Arthur J. Finkelstein 
announced last week that he married his 
male partner in a December civil ceremo­
ny at their home in Massachusetts, the 
New York Times reported. Finkelstein, 59, 
who has directed a number of political 
campaigns for conservatives both in the 
United States and Israel during the last 25 
years, said he and his partner of 40 years 
married to ensure they have benefits iden­
tical to those of married heterosexual cou­
ples, according to the Times. He has 
worked to defeat Democrats in political 
campaigns by defining them as liberal, the 
newspaper noted. Finkelstein has been 
linked during his career to such anti-gay 
politicians as former Sen. Jesse Helms of 
North Carolina, according to the newspa­
per. Most recently, GOP insiders said 
Finkelstein plans to set up a political 
action committee to campaign against 
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s re-election in 
2006, the Times reported.

From staff and wire reports
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As Conn, inches closer, Ore. weighs civil unions
CONNECTICUT, continued from Page 1

on civil unions before the suit was filed and 
that the ultimate disposition of the lawsuit 
could take three years.

“Regardless of whether the legislature 
approves civil unions, the legal claim 
advanced by GLAD is the same,” 
Cunningham said. “It is an equal protec­
tion claim, a constitutional claim.”

“The issue is being discussed through 
the legislature, the courts and in the court 
of public opinion. Marriage law is a patch­
work that will be figured out state by 
state.” she said, “Over the long haul, time 
is on our side and we will have marriage.”

The controversy over whether the bill 
should be amended to include language 
specifying that marriage is defined as 
between a man and a woman was settled 
when the amendment stating just that 
passed on an 80-67 vote.

Republican Connecticut Governor M. Jodi 
Rell is on record saying that she is opposed to 
same-sex marriage, prefers that the civil 
unions bill include language defining mar­
riage as between a man and a woman and 
would veto the bill if it could change the defi­
nition of marriage. Days before the House 
was scheduled to vote, Rell asked the state’s 
attorney general, Richard Blumenthal, for a 
legal opinion on the effect of the civil union 
bill on state marriage law.

As the House gathered to begin discussion 
of the bill, Rell released a statement in which 
she said, “I am grateful for the attorney gen­
eral’s prompt response to my questions about 
the potential effects of Substitute Senate Bill 
963 on Connecticut’s marriage laws. He could 
not have been more clear: This bill in no way 
permits gay marriage.”

The Family Institute of Connecticut is 
a major opponent of civil unions in 
Connecticut. The organization did not 
return Blade calls seeking comment, but 
states in its Web log “Connecticut in the

Oregon fov. Ted Kulongoski requested that the 
legislature approve a bill granting civil unions for gay 
couples. (Photo by Rick Bowmer/AP)

Crosshairs” that the civil union bill is 
same-sex marriage by another name.

The Family Institute of Connecticut has 
said that it believes marriage should be 
denied to same-sex partners because is a 
union that is designed for procreation.

Connecticut is one of only nine states 
that have not passed a Defense of 
Marriage Act defining marriage as a rela­
tionship between a man and a woman.

Ore. governor calls for civil unions
Oregon Gov. Ted Kulongoski announced 

on Wednesday that he intends to request a 
bill that would provide civil unions for gay 
citizens in that state and another to outlaw 
discrimination based on sexual orientation.

“As I stated in January we face a great 
moral challenge to make sure opporfimity is 
an open door through which every citizen 
can pass—not a revolving door which turns 
for some and doesn’t budge for others,” 
Kulongoski said in a released statement.

Oregon residents approved a constitu­
tional amendment to ban gay marriage in 
November, but did not also ban civil unions 
or other type of recognitions for gay couples.

Calif, court upholds DP law
In California, the Court of Appeal for the 

Third Appellate District in Sacramento ruled 
on April 4 that the state’s domestic partner 
law does not violate Proposition 22, which was 
passed in March of 2000 and states that “Only 
a marriage between a man and a woman is 
valid or recognized in California.”

California has recognized domestic 
partnerships since 1999 but in 2003 the 
Legislature enacted AB 205, a much more 
comprehensive domestic partnership law 
that gave domestic partners all the same 
rights as spouses under state law.

As of June 9, 2003, according to 
Equality California, 20,215 same-sex and 
senior couples have registered with the 
state as domestic partners.

A conservative group called Campaign 
for California Families was the plaintiff in 
the case, which was argued by the Alliance 
Defense Fund and Liberty Counsel. The 
plaintiffs sought to have the domestic part­
nership law declared void on the grounds 
that the California Legislature illegally 
amended Proposition 22 by extending to 
domestic partners rights that had tradition­
ally been limited to spouses.

The court ruled that domestic partner­
ship is not marriage and that the voters did 
not intend to block the legislature from 
granting legal protections to domestic part­
ners when they enacted Proposition 22.

The Court wrote, “Given the existence of 
domestic partnership statutes in California 
when the initiative was put on the ballot, 
Proposition 22 needed such language if it 
intended to supplant the Legislature’s 
authority to enact and to amend legislation 
regarding domestic partnerships.”

This ruling upheld the decision of San 

Francisco Superior Court judge Loren 
McMaster, who upheld the validity of AB 
205 in a decision issued Sept. 8, 2004.

“This is a resounding victory for fairness 
and equality” said Kate Kendell, executive 
director of the National Center for Lesbian 
Rights, one of the groups arguing in favor of 
the domestic partnership law. “Domestic 
partnership is not marriage, and the court 
soundly rejected the tortured efforts of 
extreme right-wing groups to distort the 
language of Proposition 22 to strike down 
validly enacted legislation protecting les­
bian and gay people and their families.”

In a written statement, Campaign for 
Children & Families President Randy 
Thomasson said, “Judges and politicians 
who suck all the value out of marriage 
have trashed the people’s vote and cheap­
ened this sacred institution.”

Thomasson called for a constitutional 
amendment “to protect marriage for a 
man and a woman.”

The Liberty Counsel said that it plans 
to appeal to the California Supreme Court.

On March 14, San Francisco Superior 
Court Judge Richard Kramer ruled that 
California’s ban on same-sex marriage 
was unconstitutional, because it constitut­
ed impermissible gender discrimination 
and violated the fundamental right to 
marry This case will be appealed in the 
California Court of Appeal.

Meanwhile, momentum is gathering 
behind the Religious Freedom & Civil 
Marriage Protection Act (AB19), a bill spon­
sored by Assemblyman Mark Leno (D-San 
Francisco). This act would restore the gen­
der-neutral pre-1977 language in the 
California Family Code that defined mar­
riage as a contract between two individuals.

The California NAACP and the Anti­
Defamation League have officially 
announced support for the measure.

Equality California expects AB19 to 
pass the Assembly Judiciary Committee.

State-by-state roundup of legislation
WASHINGTON
OLYMPIA (AP) — Two conservative 
Democrats helped Senate Republicans derail 
the latest attempt by the Legislature to pass a 
gay civil rights bill, sending it to a hostile com­
mittee where it is likely to die. The Senate’s 
procedural move took majority Democrats by 
surprise, coming during floor action last week 
on non-controversial bills. The Democrats hold 
a 26-23 advantage, but the move succeeded 

which would ban discrimination against gays 
and lesbians in jobs, housing and insurance, 
has been introduced—and rejected—annual­
ly for nearly 30 years in the Legislature.

KANSAS
TOPEKA (AP) — Any proposal to prohibit 
gays and lesbians from adopting children is 
likely to meet with little enthusiasm from Gov 

Kathleen Sebehus. There’s no such proposal in 
the Legislature, but some gay rights activists 
fear the idea could surface. Fueling their con­
cerns was voters’ approval last week of an 
amendment to the Kansas Constitution ban­
ning gay marriage. The amendment also 
declares that only traditional unions of one 
man and one woman are entitled to the “rights 
and incidents” of marriage. Currently the 
state doesn’t allow couples—gay or straight— 
to adopt children if they are not married, but 
individuals can become adoptive parents.

approval last week to a proposal that would 
ban discrimination against gay employees at 
four major research institutions in Nebraska. 
The discrimination ban would apply to the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center, the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Creighton 
University and Boys Town National Research 
Hospital. All four of them receive money from 
the state’s tobacco settlement fund for health- 

related research. Officials with all four institu- 
tions said they already have policies covering 
sexual orientation discrimination. Because 
they already have those policies, adopting the 
discrimination proposal is redundant, said 
Omaha Sen. Jim Jensen, chair of the 
Legislature’s Health Committee. Even so, the 
Legislature’s action is important because it 
provides an explicit prohibition in state law, 
said its sponsor Omaha Sen. Ernie Chambers. 
Before it becomes law, the bill must pass two 
more rounds in the Legislature and be signed 
by Gov Dave Heineman.

VERMONT
MONTPELIER (AP) — Citing instances 
where people have been beaten up and denied 
medical treatment because of the gender by 
which they identify themselves, advocates 
asked a House committee last week to expand 
the state’s anti-discrimination laws to cover 
transsexuals and people who are transgen­
dered. “They face discrimination in ways peo­
ple don’t think about every day” said Jes 

when conservative Democrats Jim Hargrove of 
Hoquiam and Tim Sheldon of Potlatch joined 
Republicans in shunting the bill off to the »irnnAci/A 
Senate Judiciary Committee. The House NEBRASKA 
passed the bill in February 61-37. The bill, ***LINCOLN (AP) — The Legislature gave its

Kraus, a labor lawyer who described himself 
as a female-to-male transsexual. “This bill 
would be the first step to remedying these 
issues.” The bill would add the phrase “gen­
der identity or expression” to the catalog of 
protected classes in anti-discrimination 
statutes covering everything from public 
accommodations to housing to financing to 
employment.

MINNESOTA
ST. PAUL (AP) — The state Senate last week 
rejected an effort to force a floor vote on a con­
stitutional amendment that would ban gay 
marriage as thousands of ban opponents ral­
lied outside the Capitol. Sen. Michele 
Bachmann, the Stillwater Republican who’s 
led the push for the ban, said Senate 
Democrats have denied her repeated efforts 
to get the bill heard. Senate leaders countered 
that Bachmann, a candidate for the U.S. 
House, is flouting Senate rules to advance her 
own political career.

From staff and wire reports
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Something more valuable than acceptance
Self-acceptance may be 
the greatest benefit of 
sexual reassignment for 
astrologer Lilly Roddy
By DAWN RORIE

While others struggle for acceptance 
from the people around them, astrologer 
and transgender activist Lilly Roddy has 
found something much more valuable: 
self-acceptance.

Lilly Roddy, who spent a large part of 
her life as Phil Roddy, says she always 
knew she was a transsexual, but didn’t 
have a word to describe how she felt. Phil 
identified as a bisexual man for some 
time before deciding to begin the gender 
transition process in 1997.

“The decision came about when I had 
no other way to avoid this,” Roddy 
remembers. “Essentially, when I ran out 
of excuses.”

As a well-known astrologer with many 
clients in the Houston area, there was no 
option to undergo the transition in pri­
vate. Reaction from her clients was, for 
the most part, supportive.

“Because narcissism is alive and well, 
most people just asked, ‘You’re not going 
to quit doing astrology, are you?”’ Roddy 
says, smiling to herself. “There was no 
negative reaction.”

Despite the positive conversations she 
had with many of her clients, in the first 
year of her transition, Roddy lost 66 per­
cent of her clientele. This economic blow 
was one of many struggles she was to 
face on her journey of self-realization.

In addition to the various personal 
issues she was facing — fear, rejection, 
and the need to be loved and supported —- 
Roddy realized that the people close to her 
were going through a sort of “coming out” 
process, as well. She explains that gender 
transition is often hard for friends and 
family members because they feel 
deceived, as though they have been lied to 
about the person’s true identity

When she announced her transition, 
Roddy was surprised to note that some of

oMORE INFO
Houston Transgender Unity Banquet
Saturday
Westchase Hilton Grand Ballroom 
9999 Westheimer
Cocktails and reception at 6:30 p.m.
Dinner at 8:00 p.m.
Tickets: $40 in advance; $50 at the door
www.ticketweb.com

Lilly Roddy (left) along with fellow transgender 
activists (from left) Phyllis Randolph Frye and 
Vanessa Edwards Foster sang and offered encour-

O LILLY RODDY
Age: 52
Birthplace: Port Arthur
Home: Houston
Education: BA in sociology from the
University of Texas
Occupation: Astrologer
Relationship: Partnered for seven years 
("With a wonderful partner!") 
Pets: 2 cats: Tigerlily and Quan Yin
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As she journeyed from being Phil Roddy to Lilly Roddy, the Houston astrologer found something unexpect­
ed along the way, self-acceptance. (Photo by Dalton DeHart)

agement to the crowd at Transgender Day of 
Remembrance. (Photo by Dalton DeHart)

the most bizarre reactions she received 
came from her lesbian friends.

“I had a friend ask me, ‘When you tran­
sition, you’re not going to give up being 
funny, are you?”’ she remembers. “I told 
her, ‘Yes, I’m trading it for a bitch gene!”’

Her friend looked stunned for a 
moment before she leaned forward and 
asked, “Wait, you’re being funny now, 
aren’t you?” Roddy laughs as she remem­
bers the look on the woman’s face.

The battle for self-acceptance was 
the most difficult. According to Roddy, 
many of the negative experiences she 
has had have been due to her own fears 
of how people would react to her. It was 
upon going to the DMV to change her 
name and gender on her driver’s 
license that she decided that confi­
dence was the key.

She describes how she walked up, put 
her paperwork on the counter, and loudly 
announced, “I’m Lilly Roddy and I m 
here to change my name and gender. 
Have you dealt with that before?” After 
an initial shocked silence, she was 
whisked through the line quickly and 
very politely.

The experience was a positive one,

Roddy says, “because I let them be nerv­
ous, not me.”

Liking herself is the most important 
thing, Roddy says. She has learned not to 
internalize other people’s negativity and 
expectations for gender roles.

Roddy’s confidence and determination 
have made her a role model and leader in 
the Houston transgender community. She 
was one of the original officers of 
Community Awareness for Transgender 
Services (CATS). Also, she has served on 
the board of the Texas Association of 
Transsexual Support (TATS). Roddy is 
currently serving as president of the 
National Council of Geocosmic Research 
(NCGR), which is an all-inclusive astro­
logical organization.

In 1999, Roddy helped to found the 
Unity Committee, which strives to unite 
the various transgender organizations 
throughout Houston. Each year, the 
Unity Committee organizes the 
Transgender Unity Banquet, which is the 
only annual event in which members of 
the various transgender groups come 
together as one.

This year’s banquet, which will be 
held Saturday, will feature Houston City

Controller Annise Parker as the guest 
speaker.

Parker, a lesbian who has been sup­
portive of transgendered persons and has 
had transgender activists working in all 
of her election campaigns, says it is 
important for gays and lesbians to sup­
port the transgender community

“We have to recognize that the trans­
gender community is part of our commu­
nity,” Parker says. “They have always 
been a very visible part of our communi­
ty. While it is OK to see and note the dif­
ferences (in our communities), it is not 
OK to say that we’re going to fight for our 
rights, but not yours.”

Roddy agrees with the need for gays, 
lesbians and transgendered persons to 
support one another. She says the biggest 
challenge currently facing transgendered 
individuals in Texas is job security. There 
are currently no laws that protect gays, 
lesbians and transgendered persons from 
being fired for sexual orientation or gen­
der identity.

As a vocal and active member of 
TATS, Roddy continues to support trans­
gender causes. She also writes an astrolo­
gy column for Outsmart.
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out in houston

Models Audi Resendez (left) and Justin Perlman (second from right) modeled the latest in intimate wear to promote the Alley Theatre's 
production of 'Underpants' to an Act Out crowd that includedJKelly Dempsey (second from left) and Megan Bartels (right).

(Photos by Dalton DeHart)
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Barry Mandell, executive director of the Houston Theater District, spoke at a 
dinner meeting of the Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of Commerce regard­
ing 'Coexistence,' an outdoor diversity exhibit brought to downtown through 
a partnership of Holocaust Museum of Houston and the City of Houston.

At the recent Mr. Prime Choice competition, principals posed for a photo including (from left) Don Gill;
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the new Mr. Prime Choice, Laurence Van Volkenburg; Steve Carbone, Mr. Prime Choice 2004; Greg 
Misakayan; and Robert Harwood, director of the event.

Fashion designer Jerald Jason (center) is surrounded by models after a showing of his latest designs for 
women at Indigo.
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Ron Harper hits one home at a Montrose Softball League game last weekend. weekend with their children, Sebastian and Sabrina.
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editorial

Old men die, old
prejudice dies harder
What can unite three warring religions? Hatred 

of homosexuality — as embodied by John Paul II.
By STEVE WEINSTEIN

EDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 
must have been a slow news 
day, since our “newspaper 
of record,” the New York 
Times, chose a group of 
old, increasingly irrelevant 
men in Jerusalem, to domi­

nate its front page. The photo showed 
Christian, Muslim and Jewish leaders 
assembling for an extraordinary press 
conference.

There they were, in their elaborately 
bizarre ceremonial garb. (True story: A 
publicist once told me that he was 
working with the Vatican on a TV pro­
gram in which the pope would appear. 
He said one of the Holy Father’s aides 
— an obvious queen — asked him, “Do 
you want him in his party dress or his 
day drag?”)

What on earth could bring these three 
religions, which are usually at each other’s 
throats, especially in the Holy Land, to unite?

What else but hatred of homosexuality? 
They were there to denounce an inter­

national gay celebration scheduled to take 
place in Jerusalem. The religious leaders, 
who together tend to the holiest places in 
Western monotheism, said they would do 
everything in their power to disrupt such 
an event — despite the Orthodox Jewish 
mayor of Jerusalem explaining that the 
event was perfectly legal and was allowed 
to take place.

Well, at least we have the bitter satisfac­
tion of knowing that we were the means of 
bringing these religions together. We can 
also thank them for publicizing the event.

What would probably have remained 
off the radar of most major media organ­
izations will now receive full coverage. 
The result will probably be a record 
turnout. Thanks, guys!

Who knows? This may even be the 
start of a trend, or a new way for them to 
raise money to maintain the holy places 
under their jurisdiction. For a fee, they 
could condemn gay events.

The Saint at Large, for example, could 
contract with them to pour their wrath 
on that Sodom. Or the West Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce could have them 
spew venom on their little Gomorrah.

inr
ASIDE FROM THE PATHETIC SIGHT OF 
men purportedly of good faith showing 
nothing but pure hatred for their fellow 
men (and women), this ecumenical bile 
served as a warm-up for the big media 
sobfest that soon followed.

The death of Pope John Paul II has 
been greeted with a collective breast-beat­
ing unseen since President Kennedy’s 
assassination. Or maybe Princess’ 
Diana’s car accident.

Amid all of the hair-shirt hoopla, very 
few voices have dared make themselves 
heard above the din. I understand 
Anderson Cooper on CNN tried to men­
tion that not everyone revered the pope, 
but Christian Amanpour quickly struck 
him down. If that’s true, score half a 
point for our side.

The fact is, under the guise of love for 
the poor, this pope has done as much as 
anyone to increase their burden. And, as 
reported on page 7, he has ceaselessly 
used the world’s largest and most power­
ful bully pulpit to fight us, our rights, our 
very lives, tooth and nail. y

It always strikes me as quite a spectacle 
how anyone who claims to love the poor so 
much can take such a firm stance that is 
the worst possible for their well being.

Mother Theresa selflessly devoted her­
self to the world’s poorest people in the 
world’s worst slums. How someone can do 
that and not realize that advocating 
against simple contraception dooms 
these people is beyond me.

The only possible explanation is cyni­
cal in the extreme — but in the absence of 
any other rational reason, it’s the only 
one I’ve got: These people want to put 
themselves on a fast track for sainthood.

In the case of Mother Theresa, it’s 
working beautifully. This pontiff beauti­
fied her in record time, and I’m sure 
we’re going to see a Saint Mother 
Theresa well within our lifetime.
AS FOR JOHN PAUL II, VATICAN 
insiders are probably recording miracles 
while the crowds file by his body as I write.

What’s truly pathetic is that people can 
actually believe that contraception is a sin. 
The theological roots for this insanity rest in 
the late-medieval University of Paris, where 
scholastics led by St Thomas Aquinas took a 
misreading of Aristotle’s biological works

(translated into bad Latin) to mean that life 
starts at the moment the “homunculus” (the 
tiny little people inside sperm — you didn’t 
know that, did you?) reached the female cavi­
ty From this, we have a policy that has 
influenced millions of people, United 
Nations policies and governments from 
Africa to Oceania. Because of it, tens of 
millions of people will die of AIDS — all 
because a group of old men in Rome have 
determined that a tiny piece of latex con­
stitutes a grave sin.

As for homosexuality, the pope’s stead­
fast policies ensured that he kept his blind­
ers on throughout the entire priestly sex­
abuse scandal. As the American Church 
was engulfed by wave upon wave of the 
most sickening details of priests entering 
little boys’ rooms and forcing them into 
sex, the Vatican maintained its silence.

Study after study has shown that priests, 
who are secluded from the world at an early 
age and denied the most rudimentary knowl­
edge of sexual functions, operate at the sexu­
al level of a preteen.Think Michael Jackson 
without the talent.

Under John Paul II, the church refused 
to take baby steps toward acknowledging 
that human sexuality is a basic need, that 
if it’s denied to adults, they turn to other 
desires (alcohol’s a pretty good substitute, 
but young boys are better).

I don’t hold out much hope that the 
next pope will be any more realistic. The 
Curia is such a self-contained body that 
only someone who has risen through the 
ranks — that is, is himself emotionally 
stunted enough to remain in the priest­
hood — can aspire to the Throne of Peter.

I don’t mean to sound like a Catholic 
basher. Whoever rules in Rome, there will 
be tens of thousands of priests, nuns and 
monks who truly love the poor, who devote 
their lives to their welfare, who even love 
them enough to flaunt the outdated rules 
of their beloved Mother Church.

But the sad fact remains that more 
people in human history have died at 
the receiving end of the Holy Roman 
Church than any other cause. I’m glad 
the pope apologized for some for some 
of this carnage, but it was more than a 
bit like closing the barn door after the 
animals had escaped.

Steve Weinstein is 
vr the editor of the 
New York Blade and can 
be reached at 
sweinstein@nyblade.com
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if|\ttending a town hall meeting called by a Republican
Flegislator seemed to be fruitless, but it turned out

to be a golden opportunity to educate others in attendance.

X'

Finding friends in 
unlikely places
LAST SATURDAY MORNING (APRIL 9), I 
had three possible political/service proj­
ects on my calendar. I thought of ignor­
ing them all and staying at home to catch 
up on other things. But at the last minute, 
I headed off to the town hall meeting of 
U.S. Rep. John Culberson (R-Houston) at 
River Oaks Elementary School.

What could possibly be accomplished 
there? After members of Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (PFLAG) had already had a most 
unfruitful meeting with him, and a previ­
ous town hall meeting, I had no illusions 
of being able to influence Rep. Culberson 
in any way. So why bother? I rationalized 
that maybe I could talk with and influ­
ence some of the attendees.

I was able to speak from the floor:
“Representative Culberson, you have 

spoken at length in both this meeting 
and a previous one about your total 
devotion to your eight-year-old daughter. 
Like you, I am also a parent who pas­
sionately loves her children and wants 
only the best for them. But two of my 
four children are homosexual, and are 
represented by a Congressman (you) 
who co-sponsors second-class citizen­
ship for them with your support of the 
Federal Marriage Amendment.”

I went on, “I do not understand how 
someone who professes conservative val­
ues of non-intrusion into private lives 
feels it appropriate to intrude into my 
children’s lives and limit their opportuni­
ties in life. Conservative values should 

support love and commitment wherever 
they can be found.

“You refuse to support new programs 
that cost the government money 
Marriage equality costs the government 
nothing; in fact, the GAO has found 
instances where marriage equality repre­
sents a savings to the government.

“You spoke of the need for the judici­
ary to protect the rights of minorities. 
My children are sexual minorities and 
instead of protection, you are sponsoring 
discrimination against them.

“As a mother, it is very painful for me 
to see discrimination against my children 
just as you would find it painful if your 
daughter were discriminated against.

“Surely there many more important 
things for Congress to deal with than to 
deny civil rights to my children.”

AS I TURNED TO SIT DOWN, MANY IN 
the audience erupted in applause. This 
was a total shock, since I had expected a 
more conservative group. It turned out 
that many who attended were not 
pleased with Rep. Culberson’s stand on 
various issues.

Rep. Culberson began a long convolut­
ed answer that of course, he supported 
equal rights, but that “activist judges” 
were a major problem and that it wasn’t 
appropriate to write legislation for a spe­
cial group, (having conveniently forgotten 
about legislation written for one special 
person, Terry Schiavo) because then 
there would be more and more special

’W,
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At a town hall meeting called by U.S. Rep. John Culberson (R-Houston), not everyone opposed gay marriage.

groups demanding special legislation.
The woman next to me shouted, “But 

you’re not answering her question! She’s 
not asking for special legislation.” He 
continued his explanation, which made 
no sense to most of us, and again, people 
started to grumble noisily, “You’re not 
answering her question.”

I stood up to explain that I certainly 
was not asking for special legislation, 
and that I was only asking him not to 
promote the FMA. The disgruntled audi­
ence saw that he was trying to worm his 
way out of a difficult situation and 
began shouting at him; the meeting got 
in quite an uproar!

About 40-50 people attended and I was 
able to easily get 20 cards signed that sup­
port marriage equality. Afterward, people 
gratefully thanked me for speaking up, 

and I thought how strange! This was the 
meeting I was not going to attend. I left 
with a rather giddy feeling of having 
found some momentary success.

The moral of all this? Obviously the 
telling of personal stories makes an 
undisputable point, even with those 
generally opposed to your point of 
view. So seek out opportunities, get 
out there, speak up, talk to anyone, talk 
to everyone, and don’t be cowed into 
silence. You might achieve more than 
you ever dreamed.

RSue Null is advocacy chair for PFLAG's 
Houston chapter and can be reached 

through this publication.

party in ano 
city?

Having friends there to go see 
and hang with.

JAY RESCH, 28 
Houston 

Maintenance man at Lovett Inn

Wild party custom.

NELSON MORA, 30 
Houston 

Model
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My friends. I like to go places 
with friends and have a gay ole 
good time.

ALEX FREIRE, 27 
Houston 

Operations administrator

Hot men, good music and a good 
time.

JOHN UTSEY, 22
Houston

Audiovisual technician

Meet cute guys and make new 
friends. Also dance to exotic 
music.

DANIEL MOLINA 29
Dallas

Dental student

Sound off about what's happening in your world at www.houstonvoice.com/soundoff. Interviews and photos by Dalton DeHart
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2006YOUR
USA REGISTRATION WEEK 

29 April to 8 May 2005 
Get 10% off the regular 

registration fee1. 

V WORLD OUTG^ R j p

...J

16,000 PARTICIPANTS - OVER 100 COUNTRIES

1stworldOutgames 

Rendez-Vous 
Montreal 2006

Register for your Sport or Cultural activity or for the International 

Conference now! 35 sports, 4 cultural activities featured, The Right to 

Be Different International Conference for the advancement of LGBT 

Rights, Opening and Closing Ceremonies, Opening and Closing parties. 

Come to compete hard and furious and enjoy everything there is to 

enjoy. World class facilities, a great friendly city and much more.

The one international Rendez-vous you don't want to miss!

Register at www.montreal2006.org

26 July - 5 August 2006

Canada

Quebec S S

Montreal

Radio-Canada

TOURJSME

Montreal

Uffjes.
AIR CANADA ^f)

GUIs
■■IHi AMERICA

iW

Voix

Mr W"
I ’«««•» mjoutiow*

CltAGAY CWYf

oay’g'Jhtl'H tem

pink®
, •

.com

IOUR OPERATOR

Tours
www.abovebeyondtours.com
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All news is good news 
Whether he's praising Eminem 
or talking about his business, 

Sir Elton's always in the news.
Page 18
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two L words
AIR AMERICA HOST ADDS 

'LESBIAN' TO 'LIBERAL' RADIO'S SUCCESS

By DYANA BAGBY

USTLING ALONG NEW YORK’S 
Sixth Avenue on her way to the Air 
America Radio office on a recent after-

• ■L noon, Rachel Maddow explains during a 
cell phone interview that what she does 
as co-host on the nation’s newest liberal 
network morning show “Unfiltered” is 

not activism.
“It’s radio,” Maddow says. “We do political talk. You 

could call it part of a movement, but not activism. 
Activism to me is designing a winnable campaign and 
implementing it.”

As a lesbian, Maddow knows about activism. At 31, 
she’s already a veteran activist for gay rights and for 
AIDS causes.

“As a queer kid growing up in San Francisco with 
AIDS exploding in my neighborhood, I knew I had to do 
something,” she says.

At 17, Maddow was volunteering with AIDS service 
organizations before moving into prevention.

“AIDS is the defining thing in my life,” Maddow says. 
“It makes me understand the world and my place in it.”

While involved with ACT UP! as a teenager, Maddow 
became involved with a subcommittee on prisoner’s rights.

“They were a bunch of old lefties who were the most 
interesting people I ever met,” she says. “And the battle 
was real clear — it was about saving people’s lives who 
were in state custody.”

Maddow took her political interests with her into an 
academic career that included a Rhodes scholarship. 
She went to Oxford and earned a Ph.D. in politics. But 
her career took a sharp turn while taking time to write 
her thesis: She tried out for a radio show on 
Massachusetts station WRNX.

“I was crashing with friends in Massachusetts, work­
ing odd jobs, when they told me to try out. And they 
hired me on the spot. Radio came to me, I didn’t come to 
it,” she says.

MADDOW NEVER HIDES HER SEXUAL ORIENTATION 
and has always been out on the air.

“I don’t make apologies for who I am^tshe says. “I
don’t hold back.”

But she says that she still hears complaints from 
some listeners if she mentions being a lesbian.

“I’m as open about my life as any other host but still

——

w'-.-x-

lesbian hosts Rachel Maddow and Laura Flanders have slots on Air 
America Radio, which was designed to serve as a beacon for socially 
progressive listeners. Air America Radio can be heard in 46 markets 
nationwide and its programming boasts continuous play on XM and 
Sirius satellite radio, as well as 3.5 million Internet listeners a month. 

hear complaints. [But] I’m talking about torture 
memos, not sodomy — unless there’s a Supreme Court 
decision,” she says.

Laura Flanders, another lesbian commentator on 
Air America Radio, hosts her own weekend show from 
7 to 10 p.m. on the network. She appeals more to a 20- 
something crowd.

Maddow and “Unfiltered” co-hosts Lizz Winstead, a 
co-creator of “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart,” and 
Public Enemy rapper Chuck D are making a career of 
railing against the Bush administration, the war in Iraq 
and Republicans in general. But they also know their job 
is to make sure more people continue to tune in.

AIR AMERICA SERVES AS A BEACON FOR SOCIALLY 
progressive listeners, but the network faces tough compe­
tition from talk radio’s current entrenchment in a largely 
conservative landscape of on-air personalities including 
Rush Limbaugh, Sean Hannity and Michael Savage.

A June study from Washington, D.C-based 
Democracy Radio, another liberal radio network featur­
ing Ed Schultz and Stephanie Miller, reported that 
national and local conservative programming totaled 
nearly 42,000 hours every week, with progressive, or lib­
eral, programming clocking in just 3,042 hours.

“We’re not just waging a battle,” Maddow says.
“We’re competing for ratings.”

And the competition they offer is stiffer than some 
critics initially imagined.

Coming up on its first year of business, Air America 
Radio is now in 46 markets nationwide — up from a 
beginning of only five markets. Its programming also 
boasts continuous play on XM and Sirius satellite radio 
as well as 3.5 million Internet listeners a month.

Air America Radio began airing in metropolitan 
Washington, D.C., on Jan. 20. The Al Franken Show is 
on each weekday from noon to 3 p.m.; the Randy Rhodes 
Show airs from 6 to 8 p.m. “Unfiltered” is not yet on the 
schedule, though Air America officials said early last 
month that it would be in the rotation.

Officials at WWRC-AM in Washington did not return 
calls from the Blade for comment.

The network’s ability to appeal to listeners across 
the country is a far cry from its early months, when 
several bumps in the road made it appear Air America 
might fall flat.

The hype surrounding the network’s launch was

Please see AIR AMERICA on Page 19

SUMMER AT SEX CAMP: In a new book, diverse charac­
ters learn about sex and each other at camp. Page 14

'RING OF FIRE’: A USA Network film examines whether 
a gay taunt led to a 1962 boxing match death. Page 15
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2205 Richmond © Greenbriar I 713.523.3837
I www.evesfirst.com

HoustonGrandOpera

SHELL OIL COMPANY FOUNDATION

ROMEO AND JULIET
April 22, 24, 27,* 29, May 6,* 8 

Corporate Grand Guarantor:

Don't miss two grand productions based on immortal works of Shakespeare.

Romeo and Juliet stars Ramon Vargas and Ana Maria Martinez as the famous lovers 

in a story of innocence and heartbreak. International superstar Bryn Terfel portrays 

another side of love as the “fat knight” Falstaff, whose unrequited love for Alice Ford

—soprano Patricia Racette—will have you laughing out loud.

Falstaff
April 28, May 1, 4,* 7, 13,* 15 

Corporate Guarantor and Media Partner: Time Warner Cable 

Corporate Guarantor: Anadarko Petroleum
Grand Guarantor: Albert and Margaret Alkek Foundation

* Special discounted performances. Call for details.

For tickets: 713-228-OPERA (6737) 
www.HoustonGrandOpera.org

Continental 
Airlines ^SL

,, Awiinc pj Htntv>m Gmr.d Opera
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Fact-based novel 'Sex Camp' takes readers 

on a humorous, informative trip through the 

ins and outs of a real-life religious sex retreat.

kS MIKE FLEMING

Let's talk about sex
A HUMAN SEXUALITY WORKSHOP 
and an Episcopal church-run camp­
ground might seem to be odd bedfellows, 
but the two actually come together in 
real life. They also form the backdrop for 
gay author Brian McNaught’s entertain­
ing novel “Sex Camp.”

Published in January, it’s the first 
novel by McNaught, a former Atlanta resi­
dent and sexuality educator whose non­
fiction books include “On Being Gay” and 
“Now That I’m Out, What Do I Do?”

“Sex Camp” follows six staff members 
and 32 participants who meet one summer 
in upstate New York for the Annual 
Workshop on Sexuality a weeklong series 
of intensive training sessions on topics 
including sexual orientation, gender iden­
tity and intimacy The setting, workshop 
and staff members - of which McNaught 
is one - are real, as are their names.

The gay and straight workshop partic­
ipants are composites McNaught based 
on real people who took part in the work­
shop during its nearly 30-year run. 
They’re health professionals, educators, 
activists and clergy representing a cross­
section of contemporary society. 
McNaught deftly captures and dissemi­
nates their distinct personalities and 
idiosyncrasies in the book.

The author creates truthful and fascinat­
ing interpersonal dynamics among the char­
acters. A homophobic Planned Parenthood 
worker bunks with a lesbian. Other charac- 
ters include a straight, married, cross-dress^ 
ing church organist, a hunky wheelchair­
bound straight man, two football coaches 
meeting gay men for the first time and a sex 
therapist with a gay son.

“I’m hoping that the broad cast of char­
acters, which is so diverse and accurate in 
the make-up of the group, helps people 
understand that that’s the world we live 
in,” McNaught tells Southern Voice.

AS THE CHARACTERS INTERACT IN 
and out of the training sessions, their 
vastly conflicting value systems conflict. 
McNaught demonstrates a keen ear for 
dialogue, both casual and clinical. It’s a 
pleasure to peer vicariously into the 
microcosm.

The details are so tangible, readers

O MORE INFO
'Sex Camp'
By Brian McNaught 
AuthorHouse
446 Pages
www.authorhouse.com
www.brian-mcnaught.com

A diverse cast of characters are educated about 
sex and each other in Brian McNaught's 'Sex Camp.'

should feel as if they are there. McNaught 
respects the reader’s intelligence by avoid­
ing condescending prose while making the 
factual information in the workshops 
understandable and relatable.

McNaught says that in life, as in the 
book, the workshops positively affected 
the participants - including himself, even 
on his first uneasy visit when he was 
struggling to accept himself as gay.

“I grew just as the participants I 
describe in the book, emerging from a very 
negative and uninformed background into 
this incredible identity of being self-affirm­
ing,” McNaught says. “I’m hoping readers 
of the book will see that it’s a great celebra­
tion of sexual health.”

Of the many compelling characters, the 
writer struggled most to fairly flesh out the 
character of Peter O’Shea, a self-identified 
ex-gay Lutheran Church worker.

“I didn’t want him to be a caricature of 
what an ex-gay person is,” McNaught says. 
“It would have been easy to have him con­
stantly spouting Biblical quotes, but I 
wanted him to be a sympathetic character 
who is on a journey There are people out 
there who are really struggling and claim 
to be ex-gay because it may be the only way 
out of the pain they’re feeling.”

By the time readers reach the final 
page, the characters are so real that they 
serve as catalysts for personal change. 
Readers should recognize something of 
themselves and people they know in 
these characters. And when they find 
that they’ve learned a few things along 
the way, they’ll be all the better for hav­
ing spent the summer at “Sex Camp.”
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USA Network film looks at boxing match in 

1962 in which a gay taunt may have led to 

the death of an athlete on live television.

Tragedy in
THERE ARE CERTAIN DUOS I INKED 
eternally in the public’s imagination, united 
by tragedy each guaranteed a spot in the 
other’s obituary Emile Griffith and Benny 
Paret are such a pair.

This linkage is the soul of USA 
Network’s film “Ring of Fire: The Emile 
Griffith Story” a film whose underlying 
question is whether a person’s life can be 
defined by a single, tragic event.

This moving 86-minute documentary 
directed and produced by Dan Klores and 
Ron Berger, mixes in a 60’s slant on issues 
that remain with us today: namely homosex­
uality in sports and political opportunism in 
the face of tragedy But the primary thrust 
of “Ring of Fire” is the 1962 bout that left 
Benny “Kid” Paret dead and Griffith, the 
three-time welterweight champion, strug­
gling to escape the shadow of the tragedy

The story begins as fight manager 
Howie Albert plucks Griffith, a sensitive 
Virgin Islands immigrant with astonishing 
physical gifts, off the street. Griffith is a 
natural in the ring. His fast hands and 
lightning jabs propel him through the 
ranks of amateur boxing and into the pros, 
where he knocks out Paret to win the wel­
terweight title.

Six months later the two fighters meet 
again, and this time Griffith falters, giving 
the title back to Paret and setting up a deci­
sive and fateful rematch.

The film portrays Paret, a Cuban exile, as 
Griffith’s opposite. He possesses few of 
Griffith’s physical gifts, but he is tough and 
relentless and willing to absorb punish­
ment. This stubborn ring style, coupled 
with Griffith’s fast hands, will prove a fatal 
combination.

When Griffith and Paret meet for their 
third title bout in 1962, anticipation is run­
ning high. Things only get more intense at 
weigh-in when Paret taunts Griffith by call­
ing him maricon — Spanish slang for “fag­
got.” Griffith is furious.

In the ensuing bout, televised live before 
millions, Griffith unleashes a torrent of 
blows so furious that referee Ruby 
Goldstein, stunned by the speed of Griffith’s 
advance, steps in too late. Paret slumps to 
the canvas, unresponsive, and Griffith’s life 
is forever changed.

THE FILMMAKERS PAINT A LUSH 
picture of the post-fight hysteria, replete 
with opportunistic politicians, an angry 
Spanish community, and gun-shy net-

O MORE INFO
'Ring of Fire: The Emile Griffith Story
Wednesday, April 20
USA Network, 9 p.m.

the ring
■W
K4'

W

r

A fateful boxing match between Emile Griffith and 
the late Benny Paret is recounted in a documentary 
slated to air on the USA Network on Wednesday, 
April 20. (Photo courtesy of USA Network) 

works who banish the sport from televi­
sion for a decade.

Griffith, crushed and confused, reluc­
tantly resumes his boxing career. He later 
becomes a corrections officer and adopts 
a grown son. And though he has seeming­
ly moved on with his life, we can see that 
he is not quite free of the shadow of 
Paret’s death.

The film’s emotional crescendo comes 
when Griffith meets with Paret’s adult son 
for the first time. The encounter, while pre­
sumably brokered by the film’s producers, 
nonetheless packs an emotional punch.

“Ring of Fire” is strengthened by a 
who’s who of old-school scribes and boxing 
wags — Jimmy Breslin, Pete Hamill, and 
Norman Mailer among them — who weave 
the narrative backdrop that elevates “Ring 
of Fire” far above a typical sports docu­
mentary

Griffith’s sexual orientation is addressed 
briefly here and there. Early on, the film 
mentions only Paret’s taunts and the whis­
pers in the boxing community The docu­
mentary is nearly over when Griffith him­
self finally addresses the subject. But he 
doesn’t acknowledge his orientation so 
much as imply it, and viewers are left to 
reach their own conclusions.
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GET UP TO A

WiD
MAIL-IN REBATE 

on a set of four select 
Bridgestone tires *

Offer good from April ? to May ?, 2005!
Ask your participating Bridgestone retailer 

for complete details and eligible tires.

$100 Rebate

Potenza’" RE050
Potenza™ S-03
Pole Position™

Turanza™ LS-Z
Turanza™ LS-V 
Dueler™ H/P

$75 Rebate

Potenza™ RE950
Dueler™ H/L 
Alenza™ 
Dueler™ A/T Revo

$50 Rebate

Potenza™ RE750
Potenza™ G009
Bridgestone H PSD™
Turanza™ LS-H
Turanza™ LS-T 
Dueler™ A/T 
Dueler™ APT III

$25 Rebate
Turanza™ EL400 T^JJjJJ^

Insignia™ SE200
Weatherforce
Dueler™ M/T
Dueler™ H/T

* By mail. Mail original redemption coupon and original proof of purchase. 

Offer excludes all other Bridgestone tires. Valid only in the USA. See your 

participating Bridgestone retailer for complete details. JrW PASSION
Ml for EXCELLENCE

buildyourbusiness

CONTACT

OUR SALES TEAM
7135298490

A wide selection 
of Authentic 
Designer Watches 
at competitive prices.

Register for a free watch.

w w won I inebrand watches .com

Michael Morrow on:

"The f <
Minister Mikel 

Show*’ I
Filmed just prior to his 
death in 1994, Michael 
Morrow looks at the 
genesis of the cult 
classic film series, 
"The Minister Mike 
Show,” created in 

response to "Todd’s 

Greatest Regret,” a 
hateful documentaiT # 

in which a mother f 
prayed to Jesus to' f 

give her son AIDS,

j Sat. April 16, 2005 

Rice Media Center
I 7:00 and 9:00 pm 
j Admission $5.00

presented by
David Mumford and Tek Wilson

produced by 
Yaqi Productions. Inc
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f \ BETHEL EVANGELICAL f| 
LUTHERAN CHURCH (UCC)

No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, 
you're welcome at Bethel, the "Church with Open Arms.” 

Visit our Open and Affirming community this Sunday!

1107 Shepherd Drive @ Center Street 
Houston, TX 77007 • 713-861-6670 

www.bethelhouston.org

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Worship 6:00 PM

May God Bless you in your walk with him

We invite you to join us on Sundays @ 2:30 PM and let the Holy Ghost do a work in you. If you 

have a talent singing, playing instruments, or spiritual gifts and are wanting a place to use them 

- please call 713-529-0324. We are Pentecostal gays with a desire to reach all our gay brothers 

and sisters and let them know that they can be spirit-filled and gay. We have a place in God's 

plan to reach our community and see his mighty work. We pray that you will seek God in what you 

do - & if you would like to be part of this, please call and ask for Chuck Pierce or Oscar Bridges. 
We have hard times ahead - We need the baptism in the Holy Ghost with the initial evidence of 

speaking in an unknown tongue (Isaiah 28:11 and Acts 2:4) to see us through.

— I ' . ' : ■ 1

MONTROSE TABERNACLE
THE PENTECOSTALS OF MONTROSE

Olfl HUE • HOLY GHOST • CaMPMEETIHG

JUNE

A MARK BAKER PRODUCTION

DISNEY’S TYPHC

UNIVERSAL STUDIOS 
FLORIDA®

JUNE
2005 -EBRATION

FRIDAY

ticketmaster J
haper ID at all m lb reWs lb fictaijes. M m sfa Entertalmnent safe »ctea’e ta trnves ite right« anal shm to to iofeoot ratfet aotf soteMe tehndos anff'er stews W u'ieM aYailaHy.

ARABIAN NIGHTS / p^Bak^
FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY §

A MARK BAKER PRODUCTION go®
I DON’T YOU WANT

WORLD

MARK BAKER AND —- present

9^

instinct^*' <•>««??« Ne t dfp J,

STAY AT GAY DAY
“PARTY CENTRAL

■ -V GAYDAYEVENTS.COM ' R Ik

Natkmaf Gay ancf Lesbian

THURSDAY, JUNE 2nd AT 9pm
BENEFIT TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLY AT circu |] cket

11 J
I

TICKETS NOW ON SAIE!
CIRCU g CKET iiiiimLJii 
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If you have any club announcements or 
events, email them to 

jhooks@houstonvoice.com or call 
713-529.-8490. See you on the Go-Go!
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A send-off for Jill Jordan at EJ's, a film about 

Minister Mike, another Loft Party at Faraggo 

and a concert by the duo Singapore banned.

Luck to Jill
WELCOME BACK TO HOVO ON THE 
Go-Go. This week we’re simply up to our 
ears in events, so get out your blackber­
ries and hold on, because Saturday and 
Sunday are full of things to do!

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
darlings. The one and only Miss Jill 
Jordan (looking svelte and fabulous after 
losing some major weight!) will be at 
EJ’s Saturday night for her Miss Gay 
Texas USA Classic Sendoff Show 
Sunday night at Inergy, 5750 Chimney 
Rock. Roxanne Collins and Raven St 
James are among those who will be per­
forming to raise monies for Jill’s pageant 
appearance.

HotGG loves EJ’s, especially on that 
huge patio when the weather is as beauti­
ful as it has been lately Check out the 
bar’s new sHOT guys.

Delicious, the guys are that is. EJ’s 
2517 Ralph Street at Westheimer.

THIS FILM IS A MUST SEE.
“Religious Bigotry Exposed: Michael 
Morrow on The Minister Mike Show,” 
a new film based on the late Houston 
artist’s critically-acclaimed television 
series, will be screened at the Rice 
Media Center at 7 and 9p.m. Saturday. 
“The Minister Mike Show” won awards 
and caused a controversy when it first 
aired on Houston Public Access television 
more than 15 years ago. According to co- 
star Tek Wilson, “Minister Mike” was 
born in 1990, when Morrow, a healthy, 
HIV-positive, gay man, saw a program on 
Houston’s local access station that 
changed his creative life forever. “Todd’s 
Greatest Regret” was a program in 
which a Christian mother refused to 
accept her son’s homosexuality. In fact, 
Todd’s mother asked Jesus to give her son 
AIDS, in order that he be brought more 
quickly to the Lord. Oh Tom Delay would 
be so proud! The Rice Media Center is 
located on the Rice University Campus, 
6100 Main Street, entrance MS-549.

AFTER THE FILM, HEAD OVER TO 
Farrago, 318 Gray, for the next Loft 
Party thrown by D J Surain and Zeke 
Ziliak. According to Ziliak “Our goal is 
to draw the same good-mix crowd that 
has so much fun at Montrose Berryhill 
on Sunday afternoons. And since April 16 
just so happens to be my 29th birthday, 
I’m hoping for an especially strong show­
ing. I’ll be at the bar enjoying cocktails 
starting around 9:00-ish, and the loud 
music will start sometime after 10 p.m., 
once owner Chuck Russell has ended his 
restaurant’s normal serving hours.” 
Color HotGG there!

Jill Jordan appears at EJ's for her Miss Gay Texas 
Classic Sendoff Show.

THE CHARLES ARMSTRONG TEAM 
has done it again. They presented anoth­
er check to the “Bush-Clinton Tsunami 
Relief Fund” for $2,600.00 raised from 
the door proceeds at the recent Houston 
Ultra DJ Event.

This Sunday you’ll find DJ Limey 
taking a spin at the tables at South 
Beach. And you can enter to win tickets 
to the Paullina Rubio show at the week­
ly Cafe Con Leche on Wednesday at, 
where else, SoBe!

NATIONALLY KNOWN DUO JASON 
and deMarco will be at Bering 
Memorial United Methodist Church 
Sunday. Sunday morning they will sing 
several songs during the 10:50 a.m. wor­
ship service and then be in the 
Fellowship Hall afterwards. At 7 p.m. 
Sunday, they will be in concert in the 
sanctuary. Tickets are now available for 
$10 and may be purchased Sunday morn­
ing after both services or at the door 
Sunday night. Doors open at 6 p.m.

Visit www.jasonanddemarco.com/ 
music.html to hear some of their tunes. 
Bering Church is located at 1440 Harold 
Street.

DID YOU KNOW THAT THE BRAZOS 
River Bottom opens every day at Noon? 
Did you also know they have great drink 
specials, also starting at Noon? Well now 
you do. The Krewe of Olympus is 
throwing a Caribbean Holiday there on 
Sunday. The Holiday starts at 7 p.m. BRB 
J^s Jody Blankenbaker and 90 Proof 
every Friday night as well. Stop by 2400 
Brazos or call 713-528-9192 for all the info, 
pardners!

f
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presents

GET TICKETS TODAY! • APRIL 12-24 
Hobby Center for the Performing Arts 

BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com or can 713-629-3700
Groups of 20 or more: 713-693-2692 HOUSTOHAl;HROmCLE yfo 

Tickets also available at all ticketmaster locations. "■■B
Due to the nature ot live entertainment dates, times, prices, shows, actors, venues, and on sales are subject to change without notice. All tickets subject to convenience charges.

www.moviiioutonbroadway.coin

^HHTcingular BRO AD WAYm HOUSTON

BROADWAY’S 
TONY AWARD 
WINNING 
MUSICAL!

1 

I 

x: o

. I 
Original cast album available on Sony Classical. £

TWYLA2683 __________

“-JOELsHHARPDrrtesiraiMs

5 lifelong friends.
2 turbulent decades.

24 Billy Joel classics.

Size Doesn't Matter...

www.MyCatermgCompany.com

1220 Taft Street Full Service Catering

Houston Texas 77019 Corporate Events

713-529-6255 Carry Outs & Delivery

info@MyCateringCompany.com From Breakfast to Late Dinners

OPEN 24 HOURS

1111 WESTHEIMER

OPEN for Breakfast,
Lunch and Dinner with a full bar
7 DAYS a week
Early Morning and Late Night
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dish There's a Fine Line Between Telling the Truth and Talking Trash

CD

Buy 1, Get 1 Free Admission with ad

www.theitalianfestival.com

Call (713) 692-0198 for information hv

The Sacred Heart Society7 of Little York Presents

La Festa
Siciliana

Trip To the Old World

Siciliana Experience

APRIL 16th & 17th
SAT. 10 AM -10 PM / SUN. 11 AM - 6 PM

816 E Whitney St., Houston

• Trip to Italy for 2 Raffle!
•Authentic Italian Foods & Desserts

• Live Bands & Dancing • Pasta Eating Contest
• Children’s Activities • Door Prizes
• Bocce Ball Tournament & Lessons

www.theitalianfestival.com

Member

We Create the Unusual ■

2511 Sunset Blvd, (near Kirby) 
713.521.2511 U

2001 MCAF Diamond Star Award Jewelers of America

Houston Voice Readers Choice — Best Jeweler of the City 2004

TheGalaxieJewelers.com

Just because the state 
does not recognize it.

Does not mean you can’t

Really seeing red
Elton John goes broke, 
Tatum O'Neal goes wild 
and Cherry Jones goes out
SIR ELTON JOHN ALWAYS LOOKS 
good in red — just look at his hit “The 
Red Piano” show in Las Vegas. Too bad 
the same can’t be said for his company 

London’s Daily Mail reported last 
Friday that John’s company, Twenty-First 
Artist, is more than $50 million in debt, a 
figure that almost doubled from a debt of 
more than $27 million a year ago.

“Everything is big with [John],” account­
ing expert Cliff Dane told the Mail. “He 
makes a lot of money and he needs to keep 
making it. He is borrowing more than he is 
earning for the company at the moment.”

This report comes just days after the 
news that John and his business partners 
in Twenty-First Artists signed a five-year 
contract with Sanctuary Group, the world’s 
largest management agency for music 
artists, including BEYONCE and The Who. 
Sanctuary will be taking over the business 
for the duration of the contract.

“I feel strongly this will represent the 
continuation of a very creative period for 
me,” John, 58, told the Associated Press 
about the more than $30 million deal.

According to the Mail’s accountants, 
John better have a long, lucrative creative 
period if he wants to get out of debt and 
continue living his well-noted extrava­
gant lifestyle. But he is just as well 
known for his charity Last year, he was 
the United Kingdom’s biggest donor, giv­
ing almost $40 million to different causes.

Some gay activists and artists aren’t going 
to be that charitable when they hear what Sir 
Elton says about homophobic rapper 
EMINEM in the latest issue of Rolling Stone.

“From the start, I’ve always admired 
Eminem’s thinking,” John writes in the 
magazine’s second “Immortals” edition, 
where great artists write about the mer­
its of other great artists.

“That’s the reason I wanted to appear 
on the Grammys with him when I was 
asked [in2001], despite all the nonsense 
talked about his being homophobic. Let 
the BOY GEORGEs and the GEORGE 
MICHAELS of the world get up in a twist 
about it if they don’t have the intelli­
gence to see his intelligence.”

Tatum tantrum
Last week former child actress

Tatum O'Neal

TATUM O’NEAL 
got in quite a pickle 
at New York City bar 
Pop Burger, accord­
ing to the New York 
Post’s Page Six.

According to one 
of the gossip col­
umn’s spies, O’Neal, 
41, arrived drunk 
and knocked a drink

Elton John is always in the headlines, whether for 
his business affairs or his love for Eminem.

>5^

on a fellow patron. Instead of apologiz­
ing, she went outside to smoke where she 
picked up a pretty blond woman.

The two ventured inside and started to 
play tonsil hockey at one of the bar’s tables.

“They started fooling around and were 
full-on making out,” the spy says. “Then 
she started feeling the girl’s boobs and 
rubbing her crotch. It got so graphic that 
the manager had to keep sending a waiter 
to the table to tell them to stop because 
they were causing a scene.”

Last year, O’Neal published her memoir, 
“A Paper Life,” which included all sorts of 
dirt about her past with cocaine and hero­
ine, her tennis-playing ex-husband JOHN 
MCENROE and her famous father RYAN 
O’NEAL. She’s lived a wild life, but even 
this seems a bit much for Tatum.

Cherry pie
Speaking of spies, Dish got word 

from one of his about Broadway actress 
and current “Doubt” star CHERRY
JONES. Put this in 
your “unverifiable 
but interesting file,” 
but Dish’s friend 
says he saw the 
openly lesbian Jones 
getting close with 
fellow Broadway 
actress SARAH 
PAULSON.

#■

Paulson is cur- Cherry Jones 
rently starring in
the Broadway revival of “The Glass 
Menagerie,” which is playing right 
down the street and a bit longer than 
“Doubt.” After a recent performance, 
the spy saw the two leaving “Menagerie” 
through the backstage door hand-in- 
hand.

They may be more than friends.

4^ Send comments, suggestions to.
| Dish@houstonvoice.com
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Conservative climate could 
help liberal radio, expert says
AIR AMERICA, continued from Page 13

unprecedented, including star commenta­
tor Franken publicly proclaiming his 
mission on the station was to defeat 
George W. Bush.

But Air America quickly ran out of 
money and was kicked off the air in Los 
Angeles and Chicago, two of its three 
largest markets. Numerous management 
changes came in the first six months, and 
there was even a week the network didn’t 
make payroll.

And with Bush’s re-election, critics 
doubted the network could survive.

Even libertarian Neal Boortz, whose 
talk show is syndicated around the coun­
try, predicted on the air that Air America 
was destined to crash. But he recently 
backpedaled a bit when he told the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution that he now 
welcomes the competition of the net­
work’s rising success.

“I didn’t think it was going to succeed. 
I’m pleased that it [might],” Boortz told 
the newspaper in December. “I’m rooting 
for them.”

Interestingly, the current conservative 
political climate may only work to infuse 
the network with more support, includ­
ing raising $19 million in private funding 
to cover costs.

“It is successful in terms of getting a 
lot of attention, it has grown and has 
some ratings to speak of,” says Michael 
Harrison founder and editor of Talkers 
magazine, a trade publication.

“And it has definitely raised awareness 
in the industry that there is a market for 
different political views,” he adds.

Franken, who recently signed a multi­
year contract, actually beat out Rush 
Limbaugh’s ratings in the heavily desired 
25-to-54-year-old demographic in New 
York City in the month of December.

Clear Channel Communications Inc., 
considered by many to be a conservative 
Republican bastion, is even jumping on 
the Air America success wagon.

On Jan. 19, the media giant announced 
it converted three stations in 
Washington, D.C., Detroit and Cincinnati 
with talkers from Air America, according 
to Reuters. And on President Bush’s inau­
guration day, the Wall Street Journal ran 
an extensive piece about Air America’s 
rising success.

“What happened on Nov. 2 may have

O MORE INFO
Air America Radio
3 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10016
646-274-4900
www.airamericaradio.com
WWRC-AM1260 in Washington, D.C.
XM Satellite Radio - Channel 167 
Sirius Satellite Radio - Channel 144

O RACHEL MADD0W
Age: 31
Occupation: Co-host of Air America Radio's 
'Unfiltered,' which airs in certain markets 
nationwide, though not in Washington, D.C. 
Relationship status: Long-term partner, artist 
Susan Mikula
Home: West Cummington, Mass., and New 
York City
Education: Graduated from Stanford 
University in 1994; obtained her doctorate in 
politics at Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar 
Activism: AIDS Legal Referral Panel, ACT UP, 
Empty the Shelters, and the Women's AIDS 
Network in the Bay Area, in Britain, general 
manager of the AIDS Treatment Project, the 
UK's first community-based HIV/AIDS treat­
ment advocacy organization.

been bad for America, but it sure was 
good for Air America,” Rob Glaser, chair 
of Air America, told the newspaper.

For radio expert Harrison, who says 
he is still unsure about Air America’s 
long-term success, watching Clear 
Channel pick up Air America in some 
markets is not surprising.

“[Air America] is a viable player,” he 
says. “The biggest myth about radio is that 
it wants to promote an agenda. The truth is 
that the goal of radio is to make money”

And that’s where Harrison says he is 
concerned about Air America’s future.

“Where they have yet to prove how 
long they can continue on an upward pro- 
jectory is to make the transition from 
raising money to making money,” 
Harrison says.

AS A CO-HOST OF ONE OF THE 
network’s weekday shows, Maddow says 
her job is not only to deliver news and 
viewpoints less represented on main­
stream media outlets, but entertaining 
listeners as well.

“We work really hard all the time and 
take it very seriously,” she says. “Going in 
the studio is like going into surgery. Once 
those studio doors close and the red light 
goes on, there’s no turning back. I feel like 
the way we do the show is baking, not cook­
ing. You put in all the ingredients, but you 
don’t know really what you have until it’s 
over. Until the timer goes off, we’re live.”

Preparing for a daily show is like 
cramming for a tough exam every day, 
Maddow adds. Her schedule includes 
waking up at 5 a.m., getting to the office 
by 6 a.m. and spending the next three 

"•hours going over breaking news and 
researching topics from environmental 
concerns raised by three-legged frogs to 
declassified “torture” memos written by 
President Bush’s nominee for U.S. 
Attorney General, Alberto Gonzales.

“It’s all very spontaneous what we do,” 
she says. “If anything, this show makes 
me more superstitious. There’s a lot of 
luck when you’re on the fly.”

We specialize in cosmetic laser procedures. ,

15% New patient discount! Mention this ad.

Hair Removal
Enhanced Skin Rejuvenation

- removes blemishes and wrinkles;

an alternative to facelift.

Acne (Active & Scars) 
Rosacea, Shaving Bumps 

Face & Leg Veins 
Laser Peel/Resurfacing 

Restylane® Botox® 
Gay owned and operated!

Free consultations! Se habla espahol.

Octavio Barrios, M.D.
Carol Donnelly, P.A.-C 

106 Westheimer 
at Bagby and Westheimer 

713.942.SKIN (7546) 
| See before and after pictures at 

1___  www.skinrenaissance.net

Rob Schmerler

Auto Home Renters Lite Health Business And much more!

Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency
6575 West Loop South, Suite 185

Bellaire, Texas 77401

713.661.7700
www.schmerleragency.com

Your agent. Your advocate.

Fort Lauderdale Real Estate
ANDY WEISER
Put Coldwell Banker’s 
Top Producer to work for You

954-560-9667
COLDUldl
BANKER 

www.AndyWeiser.com 1
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submissions.
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Brakes

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

I CLASSIFIEDS Visit houstonvoice.com to place your ad. Up to 25 words only $12.50 per week. 50<t each 
additional word. Fax toll-free 1.888.409.6768, or call toll-free 1.877.863.1885. Deadline for 
online ads: Sam Wednesday. For other submissions: 5:30pm Tuesday.

BEAL ESTATE SERVICES
STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Is your home special? Tell 
our readers about it. Guarantee they will see it with our new 
features. Boid or box your ad for added attraction. Contact our 
customer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

SALE/
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS!
Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

HEIGHTS TOWNHOUSE 1105 sqft. 2 BR, 1.5 BA 2 car gar­
age. Marble tile, wood floors. New appliances, WD, whirlpool 
tub! Downtown view. $158,500 Moving - bring reasonable of­
fers. www.buyowner.com/property.asp?code=HOU4056

SALE / ELSEWHERE
FABULOUS!

WWW.BILLANDTERRYTEAM.COM Realtors serving Destin 
& the Beaches of South Walton. Distinctive Realty, Destin, FL. 
(850) 543-2615 www.BillandTerryTeam.com.

RENT/
CHARMING CENTURY OLD Montrose bungalow has been 
fully updated and is just minutes from downtown and the Med­
ical Center. The house features tall ceilings, wood floors, lots of 
windows, and includes all appliances. 104 Stratford. 713-240- 
2545 or www.khall.net (brokerZowner).www.khall.net

3 MONTROSE APTS FOR RENT!
Take your pick!!! 1 BR, 1 BA or 2 BR, 1 BA. Both in quiet 
neighborhood. Hwd floors, appliances, WD. 2 BR, 2 BA near 
the clubs with fabulous Gourmet Kitchen!! New carpet, C/AH, 
WD. Call Jason, (8T2) 541-9801

ALL BILLS PAID 1 BR. (59 South & Gessner) Furnished or 
unfurnished, WD & exercise machine. $500/mo, 0 deposit. 
Non-smoker please. Call Anthony or Sid, (713) 270-6853

HEIGHTS! 1 BR, 1 BA DUPLEX Lower floor. Tile floors, CAC, 
nice yard! Close in. $550/mo + deposit Call (713) 851.-0999

MONTROSE (2507 Montrose Blvd) Across from South Beach 
& Nikos/Nikos. 1 BR, 1 BA Condo w/built-ln WD, cable & water 
included. Bale & garage pkg. Price neg. Call (713) 459-9919.

MONTROSE 1920S Updated 2 BR, 2.5 BA, 2, WOsqft, corner 
fenced lot, MBR w/fpl, walk-in closet, Jacuzzi & sep shower, LR 
w/fpl, library, formal DR, eat-in kit, summer room & courtyard. 
$2,250/mo. (832) 687-7333.

RENT IT FAST with our new features. Draw attention to 
your ad by using our bold or box feature. Contact our cus­
tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

WESTBURY! 1 BR, 1 BA SlOsqft, ground floor flat in 
Westbury Square Townhomes. Huge kitchen, closets, CAC, 
gated. $575/mo. Call for more info, (713) 523-7465

RENT FORNISHED HOUSING
GLBT COMMUNITY HOUSE $100/wk - furnished private 
bedrooms. BILLS PAID. Cable, DSL, yard! West Heights/North 
Sheperd/610 North. No alcohol/drugs. (713) 906-4119

ALL BILLS PAID
NW610 & 290
Share 2 BR, 2 BA townhouse, WD, pool, sat TV, 
quiet. BR unfurnished w/side patio. $395/mo, $50 
dep. References. Howard, (713) 681-3114

SGWM SEEKS ROOMMATE TO SHARE 2 BR, 2 BA 
condo in River Oaks. Security gates, pool, all appls wA/VD, 
cable TV, private bedroom. Non-smoker & no drugs please. 
(713) 520-7662

SHARE /
WESTHEIMER SGWM SEEKS RM 2 share Lrg furn 2 BR, 2 
BA apt. In Westheimer/ Beltway area. WD, Lrg patio, complex 

pool. CAII (832) 276-3388.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES
ANNOUNCE YOUR UNION The Houston Voice is proud to 
announce the addition of a "Commitment Ceremonies" cate­
gory to our Classified listings. When making arrangements for 
your Union, don't forget to include the most important aspect 
of all...announcing the date. Publishing your union is easy & 
simple. Call (877) 863-1885 ext 223 to put the finishing touch­

es on your ceremony.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HEY HOUSTON! A new gay/lesbian Crossover Country/ 
Pop Group is forming!
We need: Acoustic & Electric Instrument Players, Mandolin- 
ists, Lead Guitar, Bass, Hand & Drum Percussionists, Fiddle/Vi- 
olin, Keyboard, Lyricists, Melody Writers and Harmony Singers. 
If you can act, sing, dance or are otherwise creative, we want 
you! Must be goal oriented, no professional exp necessary. 
Call (713) 493-9646. "Dreams are earned not given"

EMPLOYMENT
CAN YOU MAKE PEOPLE LIKE YOU?
*Start and hold a conversation with drag queens, 
bank executives and other sundry types?
* Brave the urban jungle, and mother nature?
*Juggle 10 things at once like a Cirque du Soliel acrobat? 
*AND sell your own mother?

If you answered yes to these questions, WE NEED TO TAL^Hhe" 

Houston Voice, the city's leading gay and lesbian weekly news­
paper is looking for ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES. Can­
didates will have some sales experience, ample determination 
and a "can do" attitude. You'll be responsible for all phases of 
the sales process: cold calling, prospect development, conceptu­
alizing, planning and delivering sales presentations, writing pro­
posals, negotiating contracts and closing new business.

We offer a challenging and exciting opportunity in a fast-paced, 
goal oriented (yet fun) environment. Competitive compensation^ 

training and a competitive benefits package including 
health/dental/life insurance, paid holidays, vacation and MORE!

Call Jason Wilson at 713-529-8490 
and tell him why you're the best for the job!

ATTENDANT NEED TO ASSIST a male quadriplegic with 
toileting, bathing, dressing & grooming. Must be able to lift 
150#, & have reliable transportation. Be able to work early 
mornings &/or evenings. Call (713) 862-0727, Speak with Bill.

EARN UP TO $4,000/M0 part time. Build a $W0K residual 
income within 2 years full time. Call Bill Talley, (281) 448-5991 
or (866) 204-1347.

FREELANCE REPORTERS NEEDED
to cover hard news.

Send resume and three clips to: 
Editor Houston Voice 

500 Lovett #200 
Houston Texas 77006

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED Min 2 days per week. Should be 
reliable & dependable. Call Jerry at (713) 249-7811.

MOVIE EXTRAS!!
$100 to $300 per day.
All Looks/Types Needed.
TV, Music, Videos, Commercials 
Film, Print. No Exp Req.
(800) 260-3949 x3449

NEED EXTRA CASH? Start part-time with Primerica. 
High-income potential on a part-time basis. Edward, (281) 
335-9922

Part rime Bookkeeper
Resurrection M.C.C. is seeking a bookkeeper. 15 - 
20 hours a week.
Knowledge of Windows, Excel & church related 
databases a must.
Call (713) 861-9149 OR email resume to:
vmgibbs@ResurrectionMCC.org

SEEKING EXPERIENCED HIV COUNSELOR / OUTREACH 
HEALTH Educator. PCPE & Phlebotomy skills preferred. Knowl­
edge of HIV/AIDS & familiarity with community resources is a must. 
Bilingual preferred. E-mail clinid@wt.net, or fax (713) 830-3023.

TEXAS SHIRT CO. is hiring at our Heights Location. List 
of opportunities & application at http://www.txshirts.com/ 
employment.asp

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
EVERYONE WILL LOVE Day one you feel it. Day two you crave 
it. Day three you tell your friends. Free Dealer sign-up!
www.m2cglobal.com/nate

PERFORMING ARTS
SUBMIT YOUR COMING OUT STORY to be featured on 
"Going Home Gay", a bold new social reality TV series. See 
details at:http: //hometown.aol.com/goinghomegay

VEHICLES

SAME DAY WEBSITE POSTING
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CLASSIFIEDS
RUN IT 'TILL YOU SELL IT. Take advantage of our 
new "Run it 'till you sell it" promotional. Place an 
ad to sell your car and email a photo of the car 
and run the ad until it sells. It's only $39.99. Call 
our friendly staff toll free today! (877) 863-1885.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
A+ QUALITY HOME REPAIR!

WE DO IT ALL
CARPENTRY

• DECKS • FENCES • TRIM/MOLDINGS • 
NEW CONSTRUCTION • PAINTING • PRESSURE WASH 

Local References • Immediate Response 
Free Estimates • On Time

Call KERRY at 713.493.9646

CLEANING SERVICES
TERRY'S HOME SERVICES! Isn't your time too valuable 
to spend it cleaning? Need a Maid with attention to detail & 
dependability? Call Terry, (832) 630-6639! (Also seeking ex­
perienced PT bookkeeper willing to travel outside the loop)

PHOTOGRAPHY / VIDEO

toncollege guy
• thcraptidic • weduk • iportf

• deep tiswe * tnyciherapy
• relaKaium therapy

Steam Room!!!

Montrose Studio

w^jatonrmt.com

MASSAGE BY BILL All knotted up? Let me help!
Incalls/Outcalls. Sam-10pm, 7days week. Excellent rates.

Bill (281) 530-4751

THETRT^FGIVIN^IJEASURin
Tall, masculine, muscular, state licensed, AMTA certified, 11 
years exp. Incredible, full body total release! $75. Inner Loop/ 
SWMike, (713) 963-9603

MASSAGE 
IN 

MONTROSE
• Swedish "Gift
• Deep Tissue
• Relaxation ,1

By YwagMsde.

JMIexsbw ♦ Sbewer AwiUble
IMvate T B exwWi

CALL MAZ 713-480-2004
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BODYWORKS BY LOU Professional relaxing massage by 
Experienced RMT & Certified Personal Trainer. Memorial 
Park & Clear Lake locations. $60/hr. Call Lou: (713) 204- 
2885. Visit: http://hometown.aol.com/bodyworksbylou .

SWEDISH MASSAGE BY PATRICK Relaxation, Myotherapy, 
deep tissue. (RMT #024589) (713) 739-0087, (713) 501-9852. 
deeptissueman2@aol.com

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Bold or box your 
ad for added attraction.

MONTROSE STUDIO 
TRAINED IN A 

VARIETY OF TECHNIQUES’

david
Lewis IMAGES
713.240.5508

15% OFF . gfv 
Portrait

Packages
Thru

May (05
ment ion n<l for discount

davidlewisimages.com

■ ■
W

MASSAGE
BODY MAGIC * STRESS RELEASE * DEEP TISSUE * 
Montrose. In/Out. 9am-midnight. (713) 857-1009

NUDE MASSAGE BY Professional. Experienced, Mature 
Therapist. Handsome, Muscular, Masculine, Very Well Hung. 
Thick cut.Swedish, Reflexology and Hot Stone. Strong Healing 
Hands. RMT # 032664 Patrick: (713)447-2151

REWARD YOURSELF 
A NICE TOUCH/RELAXATION 

OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE
832 978-7017

CENTRALLY LOCATED 
7 DAYS/EVENINGS

OUTCALLS WELCOME

WOW. 15 IT THAT9Y

RANDOM 
and 
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Verbs 
MATE

(281) 685-0542 cell 
www.frutavida.com/2248124
www.frutavida4u.com/ferstar

More abaut Acai 
in MSNBC with 
Matt Lauer

Fruit of life 
CtY D RUSTIC ^rom ByaziHaf1 Bainforest 

Lov/er Cholesterol Levels, Helps Resistant Ta Cold /Flu Libido * Stamina Increase 
Also fat Burner and tCei^fit Loss

1\JOC
msrtbe.com

tsix g a&out

Texas' First Full
Service Spa
Esdusivefy for
Today's Man

Est 2004

713-52-METRO
526-3876

Tue-Sat 9-9 Sun Noon-9

2606 Grant Street Houston Texas 77006 

WWW.METROSPA4MEN.COM

3YEMSINAR0W
WT8 & ow wm#

Tom Zeppelin RMT
713.S42.0426

THE ULTIMATE MASSAGE 
for Today's Businessman

•4 Hands” Massage
Body Waxing and Body Cuis Available

AND ASSOCIATE

MALE LOPEZ KENNY 
281-844-7456 718-515-2882

MASSAGE IN 
GAILEBMABEA
• Hot Stone
♦ Deep Tissue 

u • Erotic Nude
|p Sensual  

|713.780.0079

U^ATION!
GALVESTON! HOT! HUNG!

Young! Massage & Escort available.
Friday thru Monday
(281) 989-8948

COUNSELING / SUPPORT
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS!
Call our friendly classifieds staff to place ad!

1 (877) 863-1885.

get fit NOW!

871-1887

HEALTH & FITNESS

free consultation 
certified trainer

must meet criteria in 
phone interview

DAMIEN!
FULL RELIEF NAKED body massage. In/out calls.
26 yr old, Black Hair, Blue Eyes!
Let me help you relieve that stress.
24/7 On call in Houston (281) 989-8948

BODY / SOUL
MANSCAPING MEN'S WAXING & clipping. Private location 
in Montrose. Call Dale (713) 529-5952 for appt.

[adultclassifieds
WEBSITES
STRAIGHT MEN

4 2 5 2 9 9
CHAT WITH HOT LOCAL GAY MEN FOR Sex RIGHT 

LIVE SEX CAMS - HUNG STRAIGHT & GAY'ME»®DEOS
GALAXYMAL
7 day trial only $1.95 with Promo Code: TX2C j 

and call toll free

h

18+ only!

Kot 0 6 c ailfex as.

B®Y-S’G’(s>Ye’®W 
your instant gay connection 

JOIN FREE!

call now 1-888-7-BOYSGO 
1 -Bas-72* -9744 (only metth/min 18*)
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ESCORTS
BARELY LEGAL!
Featuring male or she-male escorts.
lncall/outcall/24-7
Selective hiring.
Cash and all major credit cards welcome 
(713) 526-1531

TREVOR!
HOT YOUNG SEXY!
PRIVATE Male Escort
Guaranteed fun.
In/Out Calls
Call for flat rate.
(713) 627-3000

JULIAN. y y
26 YEAR OLD Law student. 5'7 swimmers build, black 
hair, blue eyed, 8" cut. In or out calls.
Let me rock your world. Versatile.
In Houston. (281) 989-8948
24/7 Great massages too.

(111 281-687-3735

Friendly 6,2351b 
Blue-eyed Cowboy

Full Body 
Nude Massage 

And Body Worshin

Stripping Available!

HiUtlJib
111

BLACK MUSCLE! 
W 235#, 

Visiting Houston 4/23 & 4/24. 
Call Marc: 415-240-5330

7*13
SiCALLY HANDSOME 
k 6 2'2O5lbs.
| BLONDjBLUWDF

4941

rrlcs 10!

loNAL* DISCREET

re body rubs
MASCULINE <

.j/.;

SEDUCTIVE FULL BODY 
RELAXATION W/BROIMZE54, 5*8*’ 

PhyAicolly Fit &• Beowtilully 

lM/OutCollA Private

Very DUcreet

TOBY (715)520-5477

GALVESTON!
FRIDAY THRU MONDAY
JULIAN.
HOT! Hung! Young!
Massage & Escort available.
24 hours on call.
(281)989-8948

BODYWORK
RETURN TO ME!
Us! Now, that's what I call tax relief. Leather or gen­
tler bodywork. Daddy Blade &/or Maverick 
www.DaddyBlade.com. (713) 864-2233.

  

BODYWORK: COME AND SEE! Huge talent, take it off, 
relax stress away, ease muscle soreness. Private & profes­
sional. Nice young guy. (832) 978-7661

BODYWORK: COME AND SEE! Huge talent, take it off, 
relax stress away, ease muscle soreness. Private & profes­
sional. Nice young guy. (832) 978-7661

IN MONTROSE 713 208 8894 J

Ni/ife Rubdowns
DEEP TISSUE

SPORTS

SENSUAL
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS TRACING

Discrete I Safe I Fulfilling W

ADULTS ONLY
WWW.SPANKTHIS.COM Being spanked, real discipline 
for young punks. New movie each month. Instant access or 
purchase.

WWW.HOTSTUDS.COM New hot original BareBack vid­
eos. Hot Studs, Sexy Twinks & Latin Boys doing it all raw.
View online or purchase discreetly.
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HI MOM! YES, I’M GAY, AND I KNOW 
you’ve found copies of this gay rag under 
my bed. I know you’ve been reading them.
You didn’t put them back in order.

YOU WEREN’T INVITED TO THE PARTY 
because we hate your boyfriend. Dump 
him and you might get an invite.

YOU DON’T THINK WOMEN CONCERN 
themselves with finding a man with money 
as well as looks and who is great in bed? 
What cave did you just crawl out of? Where 
do you think gay men picked up those 
superficial expectations to begin with?

TRIMMING A CROTCH IS COMFORTABLE? 
I shaved my crotch, armpits and butt once 
upon a time and when the hair grew back 
it itched something terrible. Too much 
maintenance to bother with that. When 
will people realize again that hair is actu­

ally sexy on a guy?

LESBIANS PAY US GAY MEN AN 
unintended compliment by holding us to a 
much higher standard than they’re will­
ing to apply to themselves.

I’M STRAIGHT, AND I HAVE TO SAY that 
I have more respect for those who are 
completely out of the closet than those 
who hide behind their true identity. Those 
who are in the closet I find to be the emo­
tional basket cases.

WHY IS IT THAT THE ONLY PEOPLE 
who don’t use leashes to walk their dogs 
are gay men? Not all gay men of course, 
but the ones who don’t all seem to have a 
chip on their shoulder like they dare you 
to say something.

MAYBE THE SO-CALLED LESBIANS WHO

36 easy-to-surf categories

Cruising - Voyeurs

The Free Gay Directory 

28,000 Websites Listed 

1.000s of Free Sex Pics 

13,000+ Free Stories
Bears & Cubs Twinks 
Ceiebrities • Solo 
Adult Stars • Athletes 
Amateurs • Galleries 

^Escorts-Exhibitionists

WHO’S WAITING 
FOR YOU?™
Houston San Antonio

713.595.0000 210.933.1234 ( 1 v

LOCAL 
k MEN >

Ft. Worth Austin <

817.289.1234 512.735.5000 '
Dallas Find Your Number r

214.379.7979 1.800.777.8000 f

FREE TRIAL •
CODE: 1693 •'
www.lnteractiveMale.com 1.900.446.1212 ($1,99/min.) 18+ Q_____

Problem with Gay 
Society #45: All my 
online conversations 
seem to end after the 
phrase "five inches."

have “fallen for a man” but still identify as 
lesbian were never really dykes at all — but 
merely confused, afraid of sex and men, and 
baby-slinging closet breeders.

TO THE GUY WHO IS “SHOCKED” THAT 
a man with HIV would not announce his 
HIV status to everyone at a sex club: What 
planet are you living on? As long as he 
plays safe, get over it.
WHY DO SO MANY GAY MEN CLAIM 
to be something they are not?

There are thieves and fakers amongst us 
who are headed for a big dyke beat down.

I CAN’T REALLY GET BEHIND THOSE 
tiny little-boy tushalitos on men over 25. 
On a man, I want to see an ass!

BECAUSE OF BIOLOGY OR MEDIA 
hypnosis, most men today, gay or straight, 
expect to date people who are not just 
good-looking but hot. If you’re a gay man 
or a straight woman and nature or your 
best efforts haven’t made you “hot,” you 

can really feel screwed.

WHY DO ALL THE GUYS I FALL IN 
love with have to be straight? It’s not fair, 
at least they can carry on a conversation 
and talk about their feelings!

I WENT OUT TO A GAY DANCE CLUB 
this weekend after being away from the 
scene for several years. It is unfortunate 
to see the same guys still trying to use the 
scene and drugs to escape the unhappi­
ness of their lives.

PLEASE DON’T TELL ME, OR ANYONE, 
that you’re “HIV negative” when your 
best friend tells me a week later that you 
haven’t been tested in over three years. 
You’re no stranger to a hook-up with a 
stranger, and you’re not positive that 
you’re “negative!”

I AM SO TIRED OF GAY MEN WHO ARE 
self-conscious to the point of distraction. 
Enough already with what you wear, who 
you know, where you work, where you live 
or vacation.

EX-GAYS DO NOT PROVE CHANGE IS 
possible. They prove there are people out 
there who are good at lying to themselves.

Editors' note: These are real bitches, sent in by real readers, 
about gay life's little annoyances, and the big ones, too. 
Got a bitch?
Call 1-800-858-8088
or e-mail: bitch@expressgaynews.com

ALAXYMALE.COM
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Cum with thousands of hot hung jocks and 
local men now on live cam. video & phone!!
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your nightlife

YOUR ONE-STOP GIRL SHOP! 888-910-7372

"YOU WON T BELIEVE WHAT SOME OF THESE GUYS 

DO FOR A FEW EXTRA BUCKS." • INDULGE MAGAZINE

A new online 
shopping experience 

dedicated solely 
to the lesbian 
community, 

from the leader 
in the industry.

Movies & videos including The L Word, Ellen, Xena, Girls on Film II 
and more. Books, including The Whole Lesbian Sex Book by 

Felice Newman, and Between Girlfriends by Elizabeth Dean. Also a great 
variety of music, apparel, greeting cards, calendars, gifts & more!

"Think you know 
what straight men won't do? 
Think again." M

2401 SAN j AC INK) * HOUSTON II XAS • 713.759.%10 
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real sw*®'1 men*.
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