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lo J’e Entitled “An Act to Provide a Charter for the City of
Houston, Harris County, Texas.
/W it JMed by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
‘Cciou 1. that all the inhabitants of the Citv of Houson; Hams county, Texas, shall be a body corporate, to be
known hereafter by the name of “The City of Houston,” and
>5 chat name it shall hereaftey be known in law. and shall be
capable of suing and being sued, and of defending in all courts
»
-Iters whatever; and
h„e a co.nmnn sa'|
may alter and
a
change the same at pleasure; may owu, hold
and convey any estate, real or personal, for the use of said
coiporafion for any purpose whatsoever both within rhe
. is1!!8 °LSam
and Witb°Ut the limits of the same in Har-

' the bounds and
of said corporation
.hall be fonr nnles square, to be run with the cardinal points
< - e compass of which the center of the court house square
; cum f
shan be the
• mild am property lying beyond the city limits as thev exlots ?t’01’f!° the I:aSSa"'e °f thiS HCt be plottpd illt0 bl«cks and
lots after be passage of this act, then and in that event the
wneis of said property shall lay the same off to
conform to the streets and blocks abutting on the
ame, and shall file with the City Engineer a correct map
ntv^HoiX"
fU,'tllCr' that in “O Case sbad
it win t v Tt reqUlred l° Pay f°r a“-V °f the said stl>eets.
P ott ne o tt
0I)ened’ bUt When Opened b^ reason «f the
con e b' I., 0 PTerty at whatever date plotted shall lie

ns mW e h l
Pr°Perty °f tbe Cit'V °f Hoaston for use
ns public Highways, and shall be eared for as such.
‘ ec. -I. 'I hat the admifiistration of the business affairs of

tlw said corporation shall be conducted by a Mayor and Board
of Aldermen to be elected by the qualified voters of the city
at large and to be designated as the City Council, who shall
hold their respectives offices for two years from the next city
election; and the said City Council may divide the city into
a convenient number of wards, not more than twelve, and
shall define and establish the boundaries thereof, and may
change the said boundaries from time to time. And the be
fore mentioned Board of Aldermen shall consist of two alder
men selected from the qualified voters of each ward, who shall
hold office for two years and until their successors are elected
and qualified, no person being competent to fill the office of
Mayor or aiderman unlessatthedateof his election and for sixty
days next preceding he be a qualified voter of the city, and for
two years prior to such election a bona fide resident of his ward
and an owner of real property in said ward. Should any
aiderman remove from his ward during the term for which he
was eh'ctcd, die, become insane or for any other reason become
disqualified to discharge the duties of his office, then his office
shall become vacant and the City Council shall by ballot elect
a proper and duly qualified person, by majority vote of all the
aidermen elected and qualified, to fill such vacancy.
Sec. 4. All qualified electors of the State who shall have
resided for six months next preceding any election for city
officials within the limits of said city shall have the right to
vote for Mayor and all other elective oliic-is of said city; provid
ed, that all voters in city elections shall be required to exhibit
to the judge of election a receipt for poll tax paid for the year
preceding that in which said election is held; but in all elec
tions to determine the expenditure of money or the assump
tion of debt only those shall be qualified to vote who own real
estate within the limits of said city.
Sec. 5. That in each ward of the city shall be established
one polling place for each one thousand voters or fraction
thereof over 250 voting within the limits of said ward at the
last municipal election; and where two or more polling places
are established they shall be so located as to be most con
venient to the greatest number of voters, with a distinct set
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of election officers, ballot boxes and registration books for
each polling place, which polling places may all be located in
t ire same building; and in no event shall any person be eligible
for election to any office at any city election unless he be
a bona lide owner of real estate located within the city. That
the .general election of officers of the city shall take place on
the first Monday in April, 1898, and every two years there
after, ami the present incumbents shall hold over until their
successors shall qualify. No election of city officers shall be
held on the day of State or county elections. That the Citv
Council shall make all necessary regulations concerning elec
tions, and provide for the examination and counting of the
returns of elections, and the issuance of proper certificates to'
the successful candidates.
Sec. 6. That there shall be elected by the qualified voters
of the city a Mayor, two aldermen from among the qualified
voters of each ward, a City Treasurer, an Assessor and Col
lector of Taxes, a City Marshal, a City Attorney, and a
Street Commissioner, who shall hold their respective offices
for two years and until their successors are elected and quali
fied, unless sooner removed by the City Council; provided,
that the present officers of said city shall hold their offices until
the next election of city officers, which shall be held on the first
Monday in April, 1898.
Sec. 7. The Mayor shall, not later than the second meeting
of the Council after the next city election, nominate to the
Council candidates for City Secretary, City Engineer, City
Recorder, Market Master, a Health Officer, and City Scavenger,
and at the expiration of the term of the present incumbent shall
nominate a candidate for Superintendent of Schools, who shall
all he confirmed by ihe City Council; ai d theofficers confirmed
by the Council shall hold their respective offices for two years
and until their successors are confirmed and qualified, and shall
perform such duties as may be prescribed by the City Council.
Sec. 8. The Mayor, with six citizens of the City of Hous
ton, three of whom shall be appointed each year by the Mayor
and confirmed by the Council, shall constitute the Board of
Public School Trustees of said city, and such Board of Public

SehocJ Trustees shall have exclusive charge and control of
tile tree public schools of the city, under the laws of the State
governing rhe free public schools of independent school dis
tricts.
Sec. 9. there shall be appointed by the Mayor and con
iirmed by the ('ity Council three citizens of the city, who
shall constitute a Board of Public Works. They shall hold
their office for two years and until their successors are ap
pointed, and shall serve gratuitously. They shall be allowed,
however, $500 annually, or so much thereof as may be neces
sary, to cover any expense incurred in the performance of
their duties. All matters pertaining to public improvements
involving an outlay of as much as $1000 shall be referred to
said Board before they are finally approved by the Council; and
they shall, within fifteen days thereafter, make their report
thereon, with such recommendations as they may deem ex
pedient. They shall examine and pass upon all plans and
specifications relating to such improvements, and on all bids
for the work embraced therein; and after rhe completion of
any such work shall examine and report whether the same
has been completed according to contract; and no plans or
specifications for any such work shall be adopted, bids ac
cepted, contracts awarded, or work accepted for any such
improvement until the report of said Board in reference to
said matters shall have been received by the Council, or until
after the expiration of fifteen days after the matter was referred
to them. Said Board may also originate and suggest public
inrprovements, and prepare and recommend plans therefor,
including all matters pertaining to their construction.
Sec. 10. The regular meetings of the City Council shall be
held in the Council Chamber on the Monday of each week,
beginning at such an hour as may be fixed by the said Council,
and the Mayor of his own motion may call special meetings
lor the transaction of special business by causing the City Sec
retary to serve a written notice on each aiderman or leaving
the same at the residence or usual place of business of each.
Any three members of the Council may, in like manner, call
special meetings of the Council, but no special meetings shall

be called except in eases of urgent necessity, and the notices
served on the aldermen shall state the purpose for which the
meeting is called. General business only shall be transacted
al the regular meetings, but the council may adjourn from
day to day until the business properly coming before it is dis
posed of.

A majority of the whole number of aidermen elected and
qualified shall be required to constitute a quorum, but any
four aidermen may convene and compel the attendance of
members on any day of regular meeting, requiring the City
Marshal or any police officer to bring in the absent members;
and the Council shall adopt proper rules and regulations for
the government of its proceedings.
The Corneil shall be the judge of the qualification and elec
tion O' its members, including the Mayor; may punish mem
bers or other persons for disorderly conduct during the sit
tings of the Council, to the extent that it may fine and im
prison by its ordinances and rules of order; and with the
allirmatne vote of two-thirds of the whole number of aidermen elected and qualified may remove any officer of the city
lor any conduct or offense which, in the opinion of the Coun
cil, shall render him unfit to hold his office, but no officer shall
be removed until he shall have had the opportunity of being
heard by himself or by, counsel, or by both, and in the investi
gation of any complaint under this section the Council maysubpoena and examine witnesses under the usual rules for
taking testimony.
fbe meetings of the Council shall be held with open doors,
except when by a vote of two-thirds of the members present it
may be deemed expedient, upon a special question, to delib
erate with closed doors.
At the first meeting of the Council after the newly elected
members shall have qualified after every election a Mayor
pro tern, shall be selected by ballot from among the aldermen,
who shall, in the absence or disability of the Mayor, preside
at meetings of the Council, and who, in case of the absence or
disability of the Mayor, shall exercise all tfee functions of that

office until the return of the Mayor, or until such disability be
removed.
In case of a vacancy in tiny elective office, from whatever
reason, the Council upon nomination by the Mayor shall fill’
the vacancy by the selection of some person by a vote of a
majority of the aidermen elected and qualified, except in the
case of a vacancy in the office of Mayor, from whatever cause,
when the Mayor pro tern, shall order an election by the people
to be held within thirty days of the time when the vacancy
occurred, to fill the same, and in the interval the Mayor pro
tern, shall act as Mayor.
It shall be the duty of ihe City Council at its first meeting
in February of each and every year to appropriate such sums
of money respectively for each of the various departments
of the city government as said City Council shall deem neces
sary for the proper maintenance of the same during the cur
rent year. Such current y ear shall be deemed to begin on the
first day of January previous to such meeting, and to end
on the 31 si day of December next thereafter. Said Council
at said meeting shall accordingly appropriate a certain sum of
money for the use of each of the following departments of said
city government, to-wit: Public school department, police
department, fire department, street and bridge department,
public health department, salaries of officials not included in
appropriations for the foregoing departments, public lights,
water works, coupon interest and sinking fund, and such other
departments as it may be deemed proper to mention, together
with an appropriation for the sum deemed necessary for a con
tingent fund and to cover all miscellaneous expenses not men
tioned under the head of any special department; and it shall
be the duty of the City Secretary to keep a separate account
with each of such departments, and he shall be prepared at
every regular meeting of the City Council to give information
as to the amount expended and the balance remaining to the
credit of any department; and no draft shall be drawn upon or
paid by the- City Treasurer unless the same shows on its face
to which of said departments the sum of money named in the
same should be charged; provided, that nothing herein con

tamed shall prevent the issue of certificates of indebtedness
against any one of the departments should there at any time
be no funds to its credit.
tec. I I. I lie Mayor', to be elected by the qualified voters
of the city, shall hold his office for the term of two years and'
until Ids successor is elected and qualified, and no person shall
lie Slayer unless he be duh qualified under the preceding sec
tions of this act. He shall be ex-officio chairman of each of the
standing and any special committees of the Citv Council, and
shall be ex-officio rhe Chief of Police of the city, and shall be
a conservator of the peace throughout the city. He shall have
the power to appoint any number of policemen on special oc
casion, said policemen to serve only until the emergency shall
be passed, in order to preserve the peace of the city. In came
of necessity he shall have power to call out any military core
pany in the city to aid in the suppression of any riot or public
disturbance. lie shall be vigilant in enforcing all laws and
ordinances enacted fm the government of the city, and hr
shall preside at all meetings of the Council when present, and
in case of a tie vote in the Council shall cast the deciding vote.
Ihe mayor shall, by order issued by him through the CitySecretary, make all purchases for the use of the city,
dim mayor shall have the power to veto any resolution, oidmance, motion or rule of order passed by the City Council in
the following manner: lie shall give his reasons for objecting
to any action of the Council subject to veto not later than the
meeting succeeding that at which such action may be had
which reasons so submit led shall be entered upon the minutes
of the Council, and unless the council shall at a meeting not
later than the one succeeding that at which the reasons for
1 te veto shall be submitted pass such resolution, ordinance
motion or rule of order ovei ihe veto by a vote of at least two1 birds of all the aidermen present, taken by yeas and nays and
entered upon the minutes of the Council, the said resolution
ordinance, motion or rule of order so vetoed shall be inopeiathe. the Mayor shall have and exercise such power and
authority as may be conferred by the City Council, not incon
sistent with the general purposes and-provisions of this

chiirter. and sliaii have the power to administrate oaths, and
shall sign all contracts and approve1 all accounts for purchases
after the Finance Committee shall have passed upon such ac
counts. In case of the disability or absence of the City Re
corder the Mayor shall act in his stead.
It shall be the duty of the Mayor, at the last meeting of the
City Council held in January of each and every year, to pre
sent to the City Council a message containing a statement of
the financia1 condition of the city, including an itemized esti
mate of the cost of maintaining the various departments of
the city government for the ensuing year, and the sums of
money which, in his opinion, should be appropriated for the
maintenance of such respective departments, together with
his recommendations in regard to such appropriation, and in
regard to the percentage of taxation, and such other recommer.daiions as in his judgment he may see fit to make.
Sec. 12. The City Secretary shall attend the Council at its
meetings, and keep in well bound books a correct journal of
the proceedings of that body; he shall be the custodian of the
laws and ordinances of the city and of all its valuable papers,
records and archives, and also be the custodian of the com
mon seal of the corporation, and shall aflix the same to the
lawful obligations of the city with his attestation and to certi
ficates and other matters necessary of attestation emanating
from his office, and may administer oaths in all matters pertain
ing to his office and city affairs. lie shall keep the accounts
of the city with accuracy and in well bound books showing at
all times the outstanding indebtedness of the city of every de
scription, the expenditures of each department separately
and sums due the city; and shall for every obligation of the
city, properly approved as provided in Section 11, issue against
the City Treasurer a warrant for such sum as may be due; and
he shall do and perform such other acts as he may be em
powered by the Council to do; and all copies of the proceedings
of the City Council or of others of the papers composing the
records of the city, when duly attested by the said City Secre
tary, under seal of the city, shall be received as original testi
mony in all the courts of this State.
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Sec. I.’!. The City Treasurer shall have the custody of all
moneys belonging to the city, and shall receive all moneys and
revenues coming into the city treasury, and pay the same out
on properly issued warrants, and shall give ample and accept
able bond to cover till funds in his custody. He shall keep
the moneys of the city on deposit in some bank in the City of
Houston, and shall keep his accounts in well bound books,
which books shall be open to the inspection of any citizen at
any reasonable and proper time. He shall prepare and pub
lish annually in some daily newspaper printed in the City of
Houston an accurate and detailed statement and account oi
the receipts and disbursements of the revenues of the city, and
the condition of the treasury, which statement shall be pre
pared and made up to the last day of December of each year
and published on or before the 15th day of January following;
and should the said statement not be made in the manner and
at the time provided above the City Treasurer shall be liable
to a fine of $500, to be recovered in the district court of Har
ris county at the suit of the City Attorney for and in behalf of
ihe City of Houston, and the sureties of the City Treasurer
on his (dlicial bond shall be liable for the amount of such fine.
He shall also be the treasurer of the school fund of the city,
and shall receive such compensation for the discharge of the
duties of City Treasurer and treasurer of the school fund as
the Council may determine.
Sec. 14. That the City Marshal shall be the chief police
officer of the city, under the Mayor. He shall in person, or by
some officer of the police force, aid nd all regular and special
meetings of ihe Council. He shall attend upon the recorder’s
court, and shall promptly execute and return all process issued
from said court. He shall be active in quelling riots, disorders
and disturbances of the peace within the limits of said city.
He shall arrest all offenders against the ordinances of the city
for offenses committed in his presence or upon information
or demand of any reliable persons, and shall have authority
to take bail for their appearances before the Recorder, and in
default of giving which bail he shall commit them to the city
prison for safe keeping until they can be brought before the
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i{<*c<>i-(ler tor trial, and shall receive a fee of two dollars in
('very case of violation of city ordinances where there has
been a conviction of the same and the defendant has paid his
fine and costs, said fee to be paid out of the costs so collected,
and also the salary allowed him by the City of Houston,
and the commissions and fees for the impounding of stock
found running in stock limits as prescribed by the ordinances
of the City of Houston : and it shall be the duty of the Marshal
and all members of the police force to tile in the recorder’s
court all complaints against persons arrested by them for the
commission of oftenses of which the recorder’s court and jus
tices’ courts have concurrent jurisdiction. He shall have au
thority to appoint one deputy, who shall be confirmed by the
City Council, for whose acts and conduct he shall be re
sponsible, and such deputy shall have all the power and
authority of the Marshal. He shall perform such other
duties and shall be invested with such other powers, rights
and authority as the City Council may by ordinance confer,
not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the State.
He shall be, at all times, under the direction and control of the
Mayor and the City Council, and may be by them suspended or
removed from oftic.e for cause deemed by them adequate. He
shall not absent himself from the city without first obtaining
from the Mayor or City Council a leave of absence, which shall
state the duration of his absence. He shall suggest to the
Mayor for confirmation by the City Council two proper per
sons, one for day clerk and one for night clerk at the police
station, who shall be empowered to issue warrants, when the
Recorder is not present, and in doing so shall administer the
necessary oaths for the arrest of any person charged with
crime; and the Marshal shall also suggest to the Mayor proper
persons for members of the police force of the City of Houston,
of which force he shall have direct control under the direction
of the ordinances of the City of Houston.
Sec. 15. The City Attorney shall attend all meetings of
the Council, bring, defend when necessary, and attend to all
civil suits to which the city is a party, and shall represent the
city, in person or by deputy appointed by him, in the recorder’s
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court; shall draw all ordinances and inspect and pass upon all
documents involving the interests of the city when requested
so to do by the Mayor or City Council, and shall be the legal
adviser of ali the oflicers of the city upon legal questions touch
ing their ofticial duties, and he shall perform such other legal
duties as' the Council may prescribe, and the City Attorney
shall receive a fee of two dollars in every case for violation of
city ordinances where there has been a conviction before the
Recorder in the same and defendant has paid his line and costs,
said fee to be paid out of the costs so collected, and also the
salary allowed him by the City of Houston.
Sec. 1(1. That the Recorder of said city shall exercise such
jurisdiction as may be prescribed by the City Council, not in
consistent with the constitution and laws of the State, and
such as may be conferred by the general laws on Mayors and
Recorders: but when any person has been Tried before a jus
tice of the peace for anj offense committed in said city against
a general law, such person shall not be tried again for the same
offense before said Recorder. The rule of procedure in courts
of justices of the peace in criminal matters shall govern the
i ecorder s court in all matters in practice, and appeals may
be taken from bis decisions in a like manner. In the absence
of the Recorder, or in case of his inability to hold his court,
the Mayor of said city shall hold the same, and the acts and
judgments of such Mayor shall have the same force and effect
as those of the Recorder. The Recorder shall have full power,
authority and jurisdiction in all cases arising under the ordi
nances of said corporation, and over any breaches and viola
tions thereof, and of any and all persons thus offending, and
to try and determine all suits and actions and complaints
charging a violation of any ordinance of said city; and may
grant new trials on motion in writing showing sufficient cause
and duly sworn to. The Recorder may require of any person
arrested under the provisions of this act a bond for his or her
good behavior, and to keep the peace, with two good and suffi
cient sureties, which bond shall be payable to the City of
Houston. He shall have full power and authority to issue
subpoenas for witnesses and to compel their attendance by
process of attachment. He may punish all contempts by fine

and imprisonment, or either; may issue subpoenas, writs of
capias, warrants of arrest, executions, .and. all other process
known to the law which a justice of the peace of this Statemay lawfully issue, and all of said writs and process shall be
issued, served and executed under the same form and in the
same maiiiiei as the like process would be when issued by a
justice of the peace, unless herein otherwise provided. He
shall have full power and authority to administer official oaths
and all other oaths or affirmations and to give certificates
thereof. The costs in cases for violation of ordinances of the
City of Houston, where a conviction has been had, shall be
four dollars in addition to whatever fine may have been im
posed, which costs of four dollars shall be divided as follows:
Two dollars to the City Attorney and two dollars to the City
Marshal; prodded, how ever, that such costs are not to be paid
to such above mimed officers unless the same have been paid
by the person convicted, and where a portion of the fine only
has been paid, the prisoner may be committed for the balance
of the fine and costs: and the Recorder shall perform such
other duties as may be prescribed by any ordinance of said
corporation that mat properly and lawfully be required of said
officer as the judge of said court, and are not inconsistent with
the laws and constitution of this State; provided, that all
moneys collected from fines for violation of city ordinances,
imposed by the Recorder, shall be paid into the City Treasury
for the use of the city, and that payment of the fine shall first
be made and then the costs. The proceedings before said
court shall b > commenced by filing a complaint specifying the
charges made against the accused with reasonable certainty,
which complaint shall be sworn to and shall not be quashed
for any formal defects, if it substantially sets forth the nature
of the alleged violation. All writs and process in said re
corder’s court for violation of city ordinances shall run in the
name of the City of Houston, and in such cases all prosecutions
must be conducted against the accused in the name of “The
City of Houston,’’ and, after stating the nature of the accusa
tion shall conclude, “Contrary to the ordinances of the City of
Houston and against the peace and dignity of same.” But
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in the trial of any and all State cases before said Recorder and in
the said recorder's court in the said City of Houston as above
provided, the style of all writs and process shall be, “The State
of Texas,” and all prosecutions shall be carried on in the name
and by the authority of the State of Texas; and shall conclude,
“Against the peace and dignity of the State.”
The Recorder shall keep a complete and correct docket in
a well hound book of all the city and State eases brought be
fore hint, which docket must show the style of the case, the
offense charged and the judgment of tihte court with amount
of the fine and costs, and such docket shall always be open
for the inspection of the public.
The City Council shall have the authority to determine at
what time m- times said recorder’s court shall be open for busi
ness and how long it shall continue in session each day, ex
cluding Sunday and legal holidays. The recorder shall receive
a salary to be fixed by the City Council.
See. 17. The following are “peace officers” of the City of
Houston: The Marshal, Deputy Marshal, patrolmen, policemen
and any private person specially appointed by the Mayor or
City Council of the City of Houston to execute criminal pro
cess. Wherever a peace officer of said city meets with any re
sistance in discharging any duty imposed upon him by law, he
may summon a sufficient number of citizens of said city to over
come the resistance. A peace officer or any other person may
without warrant arrest an offender when the offense is com
mitted in his presence or within his view if the offense is one
classed as a felony or as an offense against the public peace, or
against any of the ordinances of the City of Houston, or any per
son found in suspicious places or under circumstances which
reasonably show that such persons have been guilty of some
felony or breach of the peace, or threaten or are about to com
mit some offense against the laws, either of the city or State.
When it is shown by satisfactory proof to a peace officer, upon
the representation of a credible person, that a felony has been
committed and that the offender is about to escape, so that
there is no time to procure a warrant, such person may, with
out warrant, pursue and arrest the person accused.
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Sec. IS. That the Assessor and Collector shall assess and
collect all licenses and taxes levied and imposed by the City
Council, and shall pay (lie same over to the Treasurer weekly,
on the Saturday of each week, taking duplicate receipts there 
for, one of which he shall retain, and the other he shall return
to the Council, with his report in detail, showing the several
amounts received and by whom paid, which report shall be
made to the lirst meeting of the Council in each month. He
shall be governed by the rules and regulations hereinafter pre
scribed in relation to rhe assesment and collection of licenses
and taxes imposed by the City Council, and shall do and per
form such other acts and duties concerning the administration
of his office as may be prescribed by the City Council, and shall
receive such compensation as the City Council may fix.
Sec. 19. The Street Commissioner shall have the oversight
of and shall personally supervise the work of the men employed
for work on streets and bridges, and when he may deem ex
pedient shall make such suggestions to the -Mayor and the
Street and Bridge Committee as will facilitate the work of
the street and bridge forces, but shall have no power to con
tract any indebtedness on the part of the city for labor or
for material unless cn the order of the Mayor and Street and
Bridge Commit’i-c, and shall be under the control rtf the Mayor
and Street and Bridge Committee as to work to be performed
and the manner of doing same. He shall correctly keep the
time of men and teams employed and make report of the same
weekly to the Mayor, duly certified, and shall also keep correct
account of tools and material used in his work and make
monthly report at the first regular meeting in each month to
the City Council, showing the amount of work performed, the
itemised cost of same and the tools and material on hand
on the last day of each month and the cost of labor and teams
for said month. He shall be required to take the oath of office
of his office as may be prescribed by the City Council, and shall
receive such compensation as the Council may fix.
Sec. 20. The City Engineer shall be a professional civil
engineer. He shall, before entering upon the duties of his
office, execute a bond, payable to the City of Houston, with two
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or more good and sufficient securities, in 1 lie sum of five thous
and dollars, to be approved by the City Council, conditioned
that said Engineer shall faithfully, correctly and efficiently
discharge the duties of his office during the term of his incum
bency, and in case of injury to any person through error, in
competency, negligence or fraud on his part, that he shall pay
the party injured thereby all damages resulting from such in
jury. lie shall also take and subscribe to an oath of office
before some competent authority to well and truly, and to the
best of his skill and ability, discharge and perform the duties
of his office. .
It shall be the dut) of the City Engineer to ascertain the
established nionnments of the city survey, and from thence
to extend the.surveys of the city, and from thence to locate,
establish and survey all private property and streets when
called on or required so to do.
•
It shall he the duty of the City Engineer to attend the
regular meetings of the City Council, and he shall report from
time to time the condition and progress of any public works
under his supervision and control, and also make suitable rc
ports from time to time yvhen specially directed or required
by the City Council. He shall make an annual report, setting
forth the amount of work, performed during the municipal
year, the kind or character and cost of said work, and generally
give a clear, concise and business-like statement of the entire
operations of his office.
It shall be rhe duty of the City Engineer^ upon the appli
cation of any person desiring to construct any impfoy’ement,
to furnish to such applicant a permit, which permit shall be
presented to the Mayor for his approval, and when approved by
him, shall be full authority for the construction of such im
provement.
No “right of way" over any of the streets within the city
shall be granted to any railway company unless a map and
profile of the grades along the streets named shall accompany
the application and ordinance, and it shall be the duty of the
City Engineer to inspect any and all such maps and profiles,
and report the result of his investigation to the City Council,
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and no right of way” shall be granted until such examina
tion shall be made and reported upon, in order to better pro
tect the rights of property owners along the several streets;
provided, that there shall be no cost attached to the city.
No railway company or street railway company within the
limits of the city shall lay down additional tracks within the
said limits without a special permit from the City Council be
ing first had and obtained; and it shall be the duty of the City
Engineer to examine and report on such application as to the
advisability of granting said special permit; and the City En
gineer shall be required to do and perform such other acts as
may be lav fully fixed by the City Council.
See. 21. It shall be the duty of the Sewer Inspector to in
spect all sewerage and plumbing work performed in the City
of Houston, and take such steps as may be necessary to en
force the observance of all ordinances of said city relating to
plumbing, sewerage and drainage, and also to perform such
other services relating to the engineering department of the
city government as may be required of him by the City En
gineer and Sewer Committee.
Sec. 22. The City Health Officer shall be a physician in
good standing and shall, in conjunction with the Mayor and
the City Council, have general charge of the sanitation of the
city. He shall keep a register of births and deaths in the city
and shall report the same to the Council at the first meeting of
that body in each month; shall attend professionally on paupers
when they shall need medical attention, and shall do and per
form such other acts and be guided by such regulations as may
be prescribed by the City Council.
Sec. 23. The City Scavenger in all matters pertaining to
privies and water closets shall have and exercise such powers
as may lawfully be conferred upon him by the City Council,
which shall have the authority to provide by ordinance that he
may collect his fees in advance; and it shall be the duty of all
persons to obey his orders or instructions in reference thereto,
under penalty of fine to be fixed by ordinance; he shall be the
only person empowered to remove night soil and shall receive
such fees as may be fixed by the City Council; and he shall do

and pel-form such other duties as may be lawfully prescribed
by the City Council, and shall in all things be guided by the
ordinances of the city and the laws of the State.
See. 2-1. The Health Inspector shall be under the control
of the Mayor and Hospital Committee, and shall have the right
in the discharge of duty to enter upon any premises between
sunrise and sunset for the inspection of the same and may or
der the removal of any nuisance or any substance likely in
his opinion to create a nuisance or to be injurious to the public
health, but in any event application shall be by him first made
to the owner or occupant of the premises for permission to
enter and make such inspection; and he may be required to
do and jserform such other duties as may be lawfully pre
scribed by the City Council.
Sec. 2.>. The Chief of the Fire Department shall have
charge of the lire department of the city, including the men,
horses, apparatus and houses, under the control of the Mayor
and the Fire Committee of the City Council and under such
regulations as may be established by ordinance. He shall
make a monthly report to the City Council and annually shall
prepare for publication in book form a full report of the opera
tions of the fire department for the year, and may at any meet
ing of the Council make such suggestions with reference to
the aflairs of his dejiartment as in his opinion will enhance its
efficiency ; and he shall have the power, under direction of the
( ity Council, to remove any structure which may be a menace
to adjacent property. He shall do and perform such other
acts as he may be lawfully directed to do by the City Council.
Sec. 2(>. That the tenure of service of all members now
serving in the fire department of the City of Houston, includ
ing officers and men alike, shall continue during efficient ser
vice and good behavior: and no member of the fire department
shall be discharged from the service unless he shall be proven
to have been guilty of an offense the gravity of which would
call for such discharge, and in any event he shall have the
right of appeal to the City Council, but shall stand suspended
pending the decision of such appeal, and in case the charges
are not sustained shall be entitled to pay from the date of his
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See. 28. That, the by-laws and ordinances of the city shall
be enforced by fine not to exceed two hundred dollars;
proi'ided, that no ordinance or by-law shall provide a less pen
alty than is prescribed lor a like offense by the laws of the
State. The (Tty Council may provide, by ordinance, for the
commutation of lines imposed by labor in a work-house, on
the streets or pul tic works or otherwise as the Council may
legally provide, and lor the collection of any fine imposed exe
cution may be issued from the recorder’s court in the name
of the City of Houston against the goods and chattels, lands
and tenements of the person offending.
Sec. 29. The City Council shall have the exclusive control
and regulation of all streets, alleys, public grounds and high
ways within the corporate limits of the city, and shall have
power to abate and remove encroachments thereon in a sum
maty manner, to put drains and sewers therein, and when
necessary condemn private property for that purpose; to per
mit, to prevent and regulate the laying of gas and water
mains therein, and the erection of telegraph, telephone and
electric light poles therein; to impose such terms as to them
may seem proper tor the use of the streets and sidewalks for
any purpose whatever, by any person or corporation, and to
demand and collect for the use of the same such compensation
as to the City Council shall seem meet and proper; to regulate,
establish and change the grade of all sidewalks, streets and
premises, and to require and compel the cutting down or tilling
up and raising of such streets and premises; to construct, reg
ulate and keep in repair all bridges, culverts, sewers and cross
ings, and to control and regulate the use of the same; to con
struct, regulate and keep in repair all necessary sidewalks and
foot ways and streets; to grade, cut down and fill up and pave
the same; to regulate the use, and abate and remove encroach
ments and obstructions thereon, and to compel the removal
of the same, and to punish any person or corporation by fine,
or by the imposition of a penalty to be collected in a civil suit,
who shall encroach upon or obstruct the same, or who shall
fail io have such encroachments withdrawn or such obstruc
tion removed after being notified by the proper officer to re
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move or withdraw the same, and to provide by ordinance that
each day such encroacinnent or obstructions are permitted to
remain after notice is served shall constitute a separate
offense.
See. o0. The Citj Council is hereby authorized and em
powered to take and condemn land and real estate within the
corporate limits of said city to the public use for streets, alleys
and highways, and for extending and widening the same; and
for public wharves and landing places for steamers and other
crafts; for j.uhlic schools and for public squares, parks and
pleasure grounds. For the condemnation of any land or real
estate, the following proceedings shall be had: The City
Council shall pass a resolution describing by metes and bounds
the land to be condemned, stating for what public purpose it
is intended to be used, and thereupon the provisions contained
in the Revised Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, A. D. 1895,
relating to the condemnation of lands by railway companies,
shall regulate and control the proceedings had and taken by
said city for condemnation purposes, so far as applicable.
Sec. 31. The City Council shall have authority, by ordi
nance or resolution, to order the filling up or draining any
property where water is liable to accumulate and become stag
nant; to order the proper and permanent connection of sinks
and water closets with the public sewers, the removal of
privies, and the idling up of cesspools; to order the cutting of
weeds and tall grass on private property and on the adjacent
sidewalks; and generally to order and control the doing of
any work of a sanitary character which may be deemed neces
sary on or about any premises within the limits of the City of
Houston, and to prescribe the time within which the same
shall be done; and in no event shall any such work be a charge
against the city, but the expense shall be defrayed by the own
ers of the j>ro])erty involved.
Sec. 32. No person shall erect any building or fence in the
city without first obtaining a permit as hereinbefore pre
scribed, and having the lines of his property established by the
City Engineer: provided, that fences may be constructed on
interior lines without such permit, but all permits for building
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houses or fences shall be issued by the City Engineer and ap
proved by the Mayor.

Sec. 33. That the Mayor shal annually nominate and the
Council confirm by ballot, one pc. son from each ward of the
city, who, together with the Mayor as president thereof, shall
constitute a Board of Health of the city. The City Council
shall prescribe by ordinance the powers and duties of the
board and its members; and the City Secretary shall be clerk
oi tin? Board of Health, and shall keep a record of their pro
ceedings.
That the City Council shall have power to take such meas
ures as they deem effectual to prevent the entrance of any
pestilential, contagious, or infectious disease into the city; to
stop, detain, and examine for that purpose any person com
ing from any place infected or- b. lieved to be infected with
such disease: to establish, maintain, and regulate pest houses
or hospitals within the city, or not exceeding five miles from
its bounds; to cause any person who shall be suspected of
being infected with any contagious disease to be sent to such
pest house or hospital; to remove from the city or destroy
any furniture, wearing apparel, or property of any kind which
shall be suspected of being tainted or infected with pestilence;
to prevent persons from infected places coming into the City
of Houston, and to adopt any sanitary measure whereby the
health of the city may be protected and improved; but said
corporation shall not have power or authority to prevent rail
road trains and passengers therein from passing through the
city, but may regulate the speed of such trains passing through
ami prevenr their stopping; and in the exercise of such duties
the city shall be held as exercising governmental functions
only.
Sec. 34. The City of Houston shall have the right, by ordi
nance duly passed by the City Council, to exercise such powers
as may be necessary under the State law for the following
purposes:
To secure the safety and convenience of passing in the streets,
sidewalks, and other places in the city.
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To fix the squaring and to prevent encroachments and ob
structions on ihe streets, sidewalks, squares, ways, levees, pub
lic roads and places.
To fix the ]>lace for the anchoring of wau v craft on Buffalo
bayou.
To establish an active system of inspection over the con
duct of persons and premises.
To establish and maintain a city police, pre»tribe the duties
of policemen and regulate their conduct.
To provide for lighting the streets by gas, electricity, or
other means, and for this purpose may establish gas works
or electric ^orks for the manufacture of gas or electricity for
the use of the city and the inhabitants thereof.
To determine iu what part of the city slaughter houses, bone
boilers, soap makers, brick yards, or other establishments of
any business which is or may be injurious to the value of ad
jacent property, or unwholesome or disagreeable to the occupants of adjacent property, shall not be allowed to be carried
on or to be erected, and to regulate the same, and provide for
the removal of such (stablishments.
To determine in what part of the city wooden buildings
shall not be erected: to prevent gunpowder or other explosive
material, kerosene oil or other inflammable oils being stored
within the city limits in such quantity as to endanger the
safety of adjacent property.
To provide means for the protection against and the extin
guishment of conflagrations, and for the regulation, mainte
nance, and support of a Are department.
To permit or forbid theaters, balls, or other public amuse
ments, and to suppress the same whenever the preservation
of order, tranquility, or public safety may require.
To close dram shops, drinking saloons, and other places
where intoxicating liquors are sold, and variety theaters,
whenever necessary or expedient.
To define what shall be a nuisance in said city, and to abate
same by summary proceedings.
To prohibit and punish keepers and inmates of bawdy
-ouses and variety shows, and to segregate and regulate the
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same, and to determine siich inmates and keepers to be va
grants, and provide the punishment of such persons.
To provide a work house, or other means of punishment, for
vagrants and disorderly persons who are unable to pay lines,
and to make regulations concerning the same.
To regulate weights and measures, fix standards of weight
and measure, and to fix penalties for not using the same, ana
to provide that inspection fees may be fixed by ordinance,
and shall be paid by the owner of such weight or measure.
To provide and keep a city prison.
To make all needful and proper regulations concerning keep
ers of taverns, grog shops, and other public houses, draymen,
horse drivers, water carriers, omnibus drivers, hack drivers,
and drivers of baggage wagons and other vehicles, and espe
cially to preserve order and prevent noise and confusion in and
about the several depots on the arrival and departure of rail
way trains.
To prevent extortion by carriers of passengers or baggage,
hacks, drays, and all public conveyances by establishing maxi
mum rates of charges.
To suppress gambling houses, and to punish keepers of
gambling houses and pool sellers, and all persons who play at
cards or games of any kind, and to punish persons who sell
lottery tickets, or who advertise lottery drawings or schemes
and the results of the drawings of lotteries.
To require railway companies to keep the streets over which
they run properly drained, and if by the construction of the
tracks travel be thrown to one side then the street at such
points shall be kepi in repair, and to light the same whenever
deemed necessary.
To require steam and street railway companies to construct
and keep in repair, from curb to curb, bridges and crossings at
the intersection of streets and avenues, and over all ditches,
sewers and culverts on the line of the railways on all streets
over which they run.
To regulate the speed of engines and locomotives within the
city.
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To regulate burial grounds ahd cemeteries, and to prohibit
burial within the city limits if deemed advisable, and to con
demn and close cemeteries and burial grounds in the thickly
settled portions of the city when demanded by the public in
forest; to remove, or caused to be removed, all bodies interred
in such condemned and closed cemeteries and burial grounds,
and cause them to be reinterred in a suitable place, and to use
such condemned ground for such purposes as may best sub
serve the in forests of the city.
To direct and control the laying and construction of railroad
tracks, turnouts and switches, and to regulate the grades of
the same where they arc below or above the city’s grade, and
that they be required to be constructed and laid out so as to
interfere as little as possible with the ordinary travel and use
of the streets.
The City Council may provide, own and maintain gas works,
electric light works and water works for the use of the city
and the inhabitants; and for this purpose may issue and
cause to be issued the bonds of the city in such sums as
may be requisite and necessary, which bonds shall bear
interest at a rate of not exceeding six per cent., and
shall be sold ait not less than par. The City Council,
by resolution, shall fix the denomination of such bonds and the
date of their maturity; provided, that no such bonds shall be
issued or sold until a plant of sufficient capacity has been con
tracted for, and then only a sufficient number of bonds shall
be issued to cover the actual cost of construction or purchase.
The City Council shall have authority, by ordinance duly en
acted, to provide for a system of public free schools and for a
public library in the City of Houston, and to this end may
make appropriations of the revenues of the city in amounts
within the discretion of the Council, and may receive donations
of books, papers, magazines, periodicals or other property or
money for the benefit of and maintenance of such public
library.
The City Council shall have power and authority to make
all needful and proper regulations in regard to butchers, and
persons selling any meats, game or fish, and shall have the

power to compel all.such butchers, :nid persons selling meats
b' have the same inspected before it can be offered for sale,
and may prescribe, by ordinance, the manner in which the
name shall be inspected, and shall have the power to compel
any person so offering meats for sale to pay an inspection fee
to the city for having his meats inspected. The City Council
shall also have the power to require that all animals shall be
inspected on hoof before the meat can be offered for sale. The
City Council shall also have the right and power to establish
or to arrange for establishing one or more slaughter houses
and slaughter pens, either in the city limits and on the out
side of same, and may require rhat all meats to be sold in the
city shall first be inspected on the hoof and slaughtered in said
slaughter houses and pens, and may require each person of
fering an animal to be inspected and slaughtered at said houses
or pens to pay to the city a fee for said inspection and privilege
of slaughtering at said slaughter house.
To provide for the regulation of bakers and for prescribing
the weight, quality and price for bread manufactured and sold
in i he ( ity of Houston, according to the price of the material or
otherwise, and to provide for the inspection of milk cattle,
whether kept within or without the city limits, from which
milk is sold within the city, and to provide for the inspection of
milk to be offered for sale.
To establish and regulate public pounds, and to regulate,
restrain and prohibit the running at large of horses, mules,
cattle, sheep, swine, goats and geese, and to authorize tlie dis
training, impounding and sale of the same for the costs of the
proceeding and the penalty incurred, and to order their de
struction when they can not be sold, and to impose penalties
on the owners thereof for violation of any ordinance, and to
impose penalties on the owners or keepers thereof.
To tax, regulate, restrain and prohibit the running at large
of dogs, and to authorize their destruction when at large con
trary to ordinance, and to impose penalties on the owners or
keepers thereof.
To prohibit and restrain or regulate the rolling of hoops,
flying of kites, firing of firecrackers, use of velocipedes and

bicycles, or use of any pyrotechnic or any other amusement or
practices tending to annoy persons passing in the streets or
sidewalks, or to frighten horses or teams; to restrain and pro*
b.ibit the ringing of bells or the blowing of horns and bugles,
crying of goods, and all other noises, practices and perform
ances tending to the collecting of persons on the streets and
sidewalks, by auctioneers and others, for the purpose of busi
ness. amusement or otherwise.
To prohibit and regulate the ringing of bells and blowing of
whistles of railroad engines and locomotives within the city
limits.
To prescribe the fees that shall be paid the City Scavenger
for the removal of night soil, to prohibit any one except the
City Scavenger, or those in his employ, from removing or carry
ing away the contents of any privy, vault or water-closet, or
any receptacle of human excrement.
The right to prescribe by ordinance that it shall be the duty
of the City Scavenger whenever, in his judgment, it may be
necessary to notify the tenants or owners of property that
their premises need cleaning, and to have the same cleaned
within a certain time and fine any person who fails or refuses
to so do.
To prescribe by ordinance that the tenant or owner of prop
erty who fails or refuses to pay the City Scavenger for the re
moval of night soil from the premises owned or occupied by
him the rate fixed by law for such removal to be fixed upon
conviction in the recorder’s court in any sum not less than one
dollar nor more than one hundred dollars.
To prevent, any person from bringing, depositing or having
within the limits of said city any dead carcasses or other of
fensive or unwholesome substance or matters, and to require
the removal or destruction by any person who shall have placed,
or caused the same to be placed, upon or near his premises, or
elsewhere, any substance or matter, filth or putrid or unsound
beef, pork or fish, hides or skins of any kind, and on his default,
to authorize the removal or destruction thereof by some officer
of the city; and require the owner of any dead animal to re
move the same to such place as may be designated.

To prevent, regulate and control the driving of cattle, horses
and all other animals into or through the city.
To prevent all trespasses, breaches of the peace and good
order, assault and batteries, fighting, quarreling, using abusive,
obscene, profane and insulting language, misdemeanors, and
all disorderly conduct, and punishing all persons thus offend
ing.
To prevent and punish the keeping of houses wherein inde
cent, loud or immodest dramatic theatrical representations are
given and to adopt summary measures for the removal or
suppression of all such establishments.
The City Council shall have power to require on due notice
all steam or street railway companies owning tracks within
the city limits, which may have been or may hereafter be
abandoned by them, by nonuser, to remove such tracks and to
restore at their own expense the street or way upon which such
abandoned track is located to proper grade.
To prevent, prohibit and suppress horse racing, immoderate
riding or driving in the streets, to prohibit and punish the
abuse of animals, to compel persons to fasten their horses or
other animals, attached to vehicles or otherwise, while stand
ing or remaining in the streets.
To restrain and punish vagrants, mendicants, street beggars
and prostitutes, inmates of bawdy and disorderly houses and
gamblers, and the different kinds of vagrants, as defined bv the
State Penal Code.
The City Council, for the purpose of guarding against the
calamities of fire, may prohibit the erection, building, placing,
moving or repairing of wooden buildings within such limits
in said city as they may designate and prescribe: and may
also, within said limits, prohibit the moving or putting up of
any wooden buildings from without said limits: and may also
prohibit th * removal of any wooden building from one place
to another wiihin said limits, and may direct, require and pre
scribe that all buildings within the limits so designated and
prescribed as aforesaid, shall be made or constructed of fire
proof materials; and to prohibit the rebuilding or repairing
of wooden buildings within the fire limits, when the same shall
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have been damaged to the extent of 20 per cent of the value
thereof, and may prescribe the manner of ascertaining such
damage, may declare all dilapidated buildings to be nuisances,
and direct the same to be repaired, removed or abated in such
a manner as they shall prescribe and direct; to declare all
wooden buildings in the fire limits, which they deem dangerous
to contiguous buildings, or in causing or promoting fires, to be
nuisances, and require and cause the same to be removed in
such manner as they shall prescribe, and may prescribe limits
within which only fire proof roofing shall be used, and may
impose a penalty for violation of such rules and regulations.
The City Council shall also have power to pass ordinances
authorizing the destroying of clothing, bedding, furniture and
buildings infected with the germs of any contagious or in
fectious disease, when, in the discretion of the City Council,
the public health requires the destruction of the same, and
may also, in the same manner, authorize the destruction or
removal of buildings or other objects, after the same shall have
been declared a nuisance by the City Council; provided, the
( ity shall ]:ay the value of such projrerty to the owners thereof.
And generally to make and establish all rules, regulations,
by-laws and ordinances which may contribute to and promote
the better administration of the officers of the said city, as well
as for the maintenance of the peace, tranquility of said city,
and for the protection of the persons and property of its in
habitants'.
And it shall be the duty of the City Council, within six
months after the passage of this charter, to have compiled,
printed and published in book form, convenient of access by
all citizens ibis act, and all the ordinances of the city which
may at the lime be in force; and all such ordinances not so
published shall thereafter'become void; nor shall any ordi
nance hereafter passed take effect or be in force until the
same has been published in some daily newspaper in said
city.
See. 35. That no person shall be an incompetent judge,
justice, witness, or juror by reason of his being an inhabitant
or f.‘( eholder in the City of Houston, in any action or proceed-
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ing in which said city may be a party interested; and all of
ficers of said city shall be exempt from jury service while hold
ing office.
That the said corporation shall not be liable to any person
for damages for injuries caused from streets, ways, crossings,
bridges or sidewalks being out of repair from negligence
of said corporation, unless the same shall have remained so for
ten days after special notice, in writing, given to the Mayor or
Street and Bridge Committee.
That it shall not be necessary’ in any action, suit or proceed
ings in which the City of Houston Shall be a party that any
bond or seeuritv shall be given, but all actions, suits or pro
ceedings shall be conducted as if such bond or security had
been given.
In all judicial proceedings it shall be sufficient to plead any
ordinance of the city by caption without embodying the entire
ordinance in the pleading, and all printed ordinances or codes
of ordinances shall be admitted in evidence in any' suit and
shall have the same force and effect as the original ordinance.
The property, real and personal, belonging to the city, shall
not be liable to be sold or appropriated under any' writ of exe
cution, nor shall the funds belonging to the city, in the hands
of any person, be liable to garnishment, nor shall the city, or
any of its officers or agents, be required to answer any writ
of garnishment.
Sec. 36. That the City Council shall have the power to con
struct wharves on the banks of Buffalo bayou, within the
limits of the corporation, and make such other improvements
as may be necessary for the better navigation of said bayou,
and for convenience of landing vessels and their cargoes; and
to levy' contribution upon all such vessels and their cargoes as
may land at said w harves, and to demand and collect the same,
to defray’ the expenses of such improvements and repairs.
Th.it said corporation of the City of Houston is hereby given
full power and authority to take such steps to preserve and
improve the navigation of the said Buffalo bayou above the
town of Harrisburg as they may think proper, and for that pur
pose they are authorized to levy and collect a tax on all steam
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boats and other crafts running in said bayou to the City of
Houston, foi the purpose of improving the navigation thereof;
l>rorid(d, that the power in this section shall not be construed
to give said corporation any jurisdiction or control over said
Buffalo bayou or the banks thereof, in any manner, beyond the
corporate limits of said city, except for the purpose of pro
tecting or improving the navigation of said bayou, and shall not
give said corporation jurisdiction or control to prevent or in
terfere with the construction of any railroad or other bridges,
by any company or person, across said bayou in such manner
as not to interfere with the navigation of said bayou; provided,
the city shall have the right to condemn land on either bank
of the bayou within the corporate limits for streets, wharves
and other purposes necessary for the commerce of the city.
See. 37. That all works of improvement and public works
for said City of Houston, the cost of which shall exceed the
sum of one thousand dollars, shall be let out by sealed bids to
the lowest ladder whom the Council in its discretion may deem
best. City printing and all repairing of bridges or other sim
ilar work, of which it is manifestly impossible to make specifi
cations, is not embraced in this requirement. The Council
shall determine the nature and extent of all sidewalk, curbing,
drainage, sewer and paving improvements, and the drainage
and sewer districts as heretofore laid out shall remain as de
termined.
The City Council shall designate the streets and portions of
streets on which improvements shall be constructed, and the
City Engineer shall be directed to prepare plans and specifica
tions for the same, for at least three classes of standard ma
terial in the case of paving, and for cement, brick and stone for
curb walls, which said specifications shall be presented to the
City Council and referred to the Board of Public Works, with
the designation of streets and portions of streets to be im
proved. The Board of Public Works shall, within fifteen days,
report their conclusions upon the proposed improvement and
the plans and specifications therefor, when the Council shall
pass upon the same. No contract shall be made or entered
into until plans and specifications shall have been adopted, and
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an advertisement inviting sealed proposals shall have been
published in at least four issues of some daily paper published
in the City of Houston, stating the amount and kind of work
to be done and Jie materials upon which bids are desired. No
bids shall he considered unless made in accordance with the
plans and specifications, and no allowance for extra work shall
ever be made or paid for, but a separate contract shall be made
by authority of the Council for such work as may be necessary.
The sealed proposals shall be addressed to the City Secretary,
and shall be opened only in the presence of the City Council
at a regular meeting. Bond and security, to be fixed and ap
proved by the City Council, shall be required of all contractors.
AV hen any proposals for work have been opened, as above
protided, they shall be referred to the Board of Public Works,
and the City Engineer shall be required to make from the pro
posals an estimate of the cost of the whole work according to
the plans and specifications adopted, on each proposal for each
class of material, which estimate shall be presented to the
Board of Public Works for their information, and upon the re
port oi the said Board of Public AATorks being made to the
Coiinci1 action shall be taken on the proposals and the contract
awarded : provided, that the Council in its discretion may reject
any and all bids.
If no bids be received, or those received be rejected, then and
in that event the work may be proceeded with under the direc
tion of the Street and Bridge Committee and the City Engineer,
whicii latter officer shall be charged in all cases with proper
supervision of all works of improvement, that the plans and
specifications may be properly carried out.
Any railroad or street railway company shall be liable for the
cost of grading, paving, repairing or repaving, or otherwise im
proving the portion of the street or intersections used or oc
cupied by such railway company, and such cost shall be a lien
upon the property and franchises of the company. The por
tion of a street occupied by any railroad or any street railwaycompany shall be deemed to mean all that portion of the same
between the rails of all tracks laid and extending twelve inches
beyond ihc outer edge of the rails of such road, and including
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the spare between double tracks and between the main track,
side tracks, or turnouts.
Any railroad or street railway company proposing to occupy
any street already occupied by any other such company, shall,
besides .paying for paving along their tracks as above provided,
be required to also pay for paving between the tracks of said
two roads io within twelve inches of the track of such other
road; and such cost shall be a lien upon the property and fran
chises of the company.
Should any railroad or street railway company propose to
lay a trad; on any street or portion of a street which shall
have been improved under the provisions of this act, it shall
become liable, according to the portion of street occupied by
such company as defined above, for such portion of the cost
of improvement as the City Council may direct, not in excess
of what would have been its proportion of the original cost of
the improvement had its track been on the ground when the
improvement was made. Before any railroad or street rail
way company shall be permitted to occupy such im
proved street or portion of street, it shall file with the
City Secretary, in writing, prepared by the City Attorney, an
acceptance of the terms on which its occupancy shall be per
mitted.
Sec. 38. That no officer of the City of Houston shall be
pecuniarily interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract let
by the city nor in any work done by the city; and in the event
that any such officer should become interested as aforesaid in
any contract or work by the city, then the said contract shall
become null and void and any such work shall be discontinued,
and new contract shall be made or new arrangements made for
continuing the work before any further progress is made under
contract or otherwise.
Sec.-39. That the Council shall have power and authority
to establish one or more markets and market places, and within
the sale of fresh meats, game, fresh fish, poultry, eggs, vege
tables and such country produce and wares and merchandise
as is usually sold in markets at any place in said city other
than said markets and market places so established, and to
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collect market licenses and privileges; to rent and lease for
such length of time as the City Council may determine, not
exceeding one year, stalls or stands in said market for the sale
of the before mentioned articles, and to regulate and fix the
prices at which said stands or stalls shall be rented, and to
provide for prompt collection of rent of the same, and to pay
all expenses of collection thereof, and for properly caring for
and keeping in repair the market building, and for pavement of
streets fronting- on and adjacent thereto, and for insurance of
the same and their contents; and such care, paving, insurance
and general keeping of said market houses shall be paid for
out of the revenues collected out of said market houses.
lhat the City Council may appropriate to such use and pur
poses as rnav be.deemed advisable such halls and rooms in the
upper story of the market house as may not be necessary for
public use, and to lease and rent the same from time to time.
Sec. 40. The City Council may continue annually to assess,
levy and collect ihe special tax provided by ordinances passed
by the City Council of said city on the 2d day of June, A. D.
1888, for the purpose of paying the interest and principal of
the various outstanding bonds issued bj the City of Houston,
and may by ordinance assess levy and collect annually upon
all ]>roperty, real and personal, in the City of Houston, not ex
empt from luxation, such additional tax not exceeding one and
one-half per cent, ad valorem, as the interest of the city may
require for other purposes; provided, that if the Council should
fail or neglect io pass a tax ordinance for any one year levying
the taxes for that year, that the tax ordinance last passed will
be considered in force, and the failure to pass such ordinance
shall in no wise invalidate the collection of the tax. It may
also determine when taxes shall be paid by corporations or by
individual corporators, and levy, assess and collect upon each
male citizen of the city, over the age of 21 years, an annual poll
tax of one dollar.
All taxes upon real estate shall be a lien and charge unon
the property upon which the taxes are due, which lien may be
foreclosed and the tax collected by suit in any court having
jurisdiction. All taxes not paid within the time prescribed
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by tli'j ordinances shall bear interest at the rate of 0 per cent,
per annum. Ail real and personal property held, owned or
situated in the Citv of Houston, shall be liable for all taxes due
by the owners thereof, including taxes on real estate, personal
property and poll tax. All personal property may be levied
upon, seized ami sold be the Assessor and Collector for any
taxes that may be due, without further warrant of authority
than the prodticlion of his tax roll, which sale when made shall
convey a perfect title to the purchaser thereof, or the amount
of the tax may be sued for in any court having jurisdiction and
a personal judgment be recovered against the delinquent tax
payer, or against any person to whom the personal property
on which the city (ax is due lias been sold, or who owns, holds
or claims possession ot said personal property.
It shall be the duty of every person owning or holding prop
erty in the City of Houston to render under oath to the Assessor
and Collector of Taxes, at his office in said city, annually, within
the time prescribed by the ordinances of said city, a full and
complete inventory of all property so owned or held by him,
whether real or personal, and to take and subscribe an oath as
co flic correctness of such inventory, which oath may be admin
istered by the Assessor and Collector, in person or by deputy.
Ali property, real, personal or mixed, except such as may be
hereinafter expressly' exempted, is subject to taxation, and the
same shall lie rendered and listed in the manner prescribed
by the general laws in regard to general State taxation when
applicable. The delinition of property and terms as defined by
the general laws under the head of “Taxation,” and what is
subject to taxation as prescribed by the general laws of this
State, shall apply to the taxation of this city;
All taxes shall be payable at the office of the Assessor and
Collector, and no demand by him be requisite or necessary to
enforce the collection thereof by any proceedings herein pre
scribed,
for any taxes due before the passage of this act.
The Assessor and Collector shall inventory and assess all prop
erty which ihe owners thereof may' fail or refuse or may have
failed or refused to inventory and assess for previous years,
which.inventory' and assessment, when so made by him, shall
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be as valid and effective as if made by the owner thereof.
AV here the description of any property on the assessment sheets
or tax rolls is vague and indefinite the city may show by evi
dence other than the assessments and tax rolls where the prop
erty is located, and on what property the tax is due, what par
ties own the properly, and that the taxes on the same are due
and unpaid and enforce and foreclose the tax lien on such
property.
The City Council may and shall have full power to provide,
by ordinance, for the prompt collection of all taxes levied,
assessed, and due or becoming due to said city, and to that
end may and shall deem necessary to the levying, laying,
imposing, assessing and collecting of any of said taxes, and
to regulate the mode and manner of making out tax lists and
inventories and the appraisements of property thereon, and
to prescribe the oath that shall be administered to each person
on such rendition of property, and to prescribe how and when
property shall thus be rendered, and to lix the duties and de
line the powers of the Assessor and Collector of Taxes.
All taxes due by property owners on ant and all property
from the year 1875 up to and including the year 1896, and for
all years to come until otherwise provided by charter, as ap
pears upon the tax rolls of said city, may be collected by suit
from delinquents and foreclosure of the lien thereon in any
court having jurisdiction of the same, and any person who shall
purchase property encumbered with a lien for taxes shall be
deemed as to such taxes a delinquent taxpayer, and such
purchaser takes the property charged with the lien, and he
can not interpose any defense which his vendor might not have
interposed had he continued to be the owner.
The tax levied by the-city is hereby declared to be a lien,
charge and encumbrance on the property on which the tax is
due, which lien, charge and encumbrance the city is entitled
to enforce and foreclose in any court having jurisdiction of the
same, and the lien, charge and encumbrance on the property in
favor of the city for the amount of the taxes due on such prop
erty, is such as to give the State courts jurisdiction to enforce
and foreclose said lien on the property on which the tax is due;
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not only as against any resident of this State, but against per
sons who are non-residents of this State, or whose residence is
unknown, and against the unknown heirs of any . persons who
own lite property on which the tax is due.
The City of Houston has tlie right to maintain a suit to re
cover a persona] judgment for the amount of the tax due it,
and the tax may be collected by sale of the particular property
on which it is assessed by enforcing the lien, or by the sale
of I hat or other property under a judgment of the court, or by
seizure and sale of personal property.
For the taxes due on any property for any and all years from
the year 1875 up to and including the year 1896, and for all
years to come until otherwise provided by charter, either the
tax rolls or a statement of the taxes due on any property, made
from said rolls, certified to and signed by the City Assessor
and Collector of Taxes of the City of Houston, shall be prima
facie evidence that the tax on the property is due; that the facts
slated therein are true, and that all the prerequisites required
by law pertaining to the levying and assessing of taxes on the
property on which the suit is brought for the taxes due have
been complied with, and all questions as to misnomer, proper
parlies to the suit for taxes, misdescription and to suits against
unknown owners shall apply in favor of the City of Houston,
and no person shall be permitted to question the same until
all taxes due upon the property have been paid. In addition
to the tax rolls and the certified statements made from said
rolls being prima facie evidence as above stipulated, for the
years 1890, 1891, 1892, 1893 and 1894 the deed executed by the
sales made by him during said years of property for taxes in
accordance with the provisions of the charters of the city in
force during the last named years, shall also be prima facie
evidence that the tax on the property is due and unpaid; that
the facts stated in said deed are true and that all the require
ments of the law have been complied with.
No delinquent taxpayer shall have the right to plead in any
court or in any manner rely upon any statute of limitation by
way of defense against the payment of any taxes due from him
or her to the City of Houston.

In suits for taxes the proper persons shall be made parties
defendant in such suit, and shall be served with process and
other proceedings had therein as provided by law for suits of
like character in the district courts of this State; and in case
of foreclosure an order of sale shall issue and the land be sold
thereunder as in other cases of foreclosure, which order of sale
shall have all the force and effect of a writ of possession be
tween the parties to the suit and any person claiming under
the defendant by any right acquired after the filing of the
suit, and the sheriff or other officer executing such order of sale
shall proceed by virtue of the same to place the purchaser of
the property sold under said order of sale in possession thereof
within thirty days after the date of sale, and such order of sale
may direct that the sheriff, or other officer executing such order
of sale, shall sell the property, either each piece separately, as
under execution, or in gross as the city through its attorney
may direct; and if the defendant or his attorney shall at any
time before the sale file with the sheriff, or other officer in
whose hands any such order of sale shall be placed, a written
request that the property described therein shall be divided
and sold in less tracts than the whole, together with a descrip
tion of said sub-divisions, then such officer shall sell the land
in said sub-divisions as the defendant may request, and in such
case shall only sell as many sub-divisions, as near as may be,
as will satisfy judgment, interests, court costs, and other costs
hereinafter specified. In all cases in which lands have been
sold, or may be sold for default in the payment of taxes, it
shall be lawful for the sheriff selling the same, or any of his
successors in office, to make a deed or deeds to the purchaser,
or to any other person to Whom the purchaser may direct the
deed to be made, and any such deed shall be held in any court
of law or equity in this State to vest a good and perfect title in
the purchaser thereof.
The City Attorney shall represent the city in all suits against
delinquent taxpayers. In any and all suits by the City of
Houston for the collection of taxes due it, the City Attorney
shall be entitled to a fee of ten per cent, of the amount of the
tax, which ten per cent, shall be taxed as costs against the prop-

p:-ty on which the tax is due; and in no case, after suit has
been filed, shall a receipt for taxes be given on the property
in suit until after the payment of the ten per cent, attorney’s
fee as above stated, the costs of the City Assessor and Col
lector as hereinafter stated, and all court costs. When judg
ment has been taken for taxes due on property in suit, the ten
per cent, attorney's fee, and other costs above named, shall be
taxed as costs against the property to be sold under judgment
for taxes, and paid out of the proceeds of the sale of same, to
gether with the taxes and interest due thereon to the city.
If the purchaser at any sale under proceedings had to fore
close a tax lien on property sold in the City of Houston for non
payment of taxes shall fail to acquire a valid title to the prop
erty so purchased by him, by reason of any irregularity or de
fect in the assessment or levy, or for any other reason what
soever, whether of a jurisdictional character or otherwise, such
purchaser shall nevertheless have a lien on the property so
purchased for the taxes which would have been due on the
ment of taxes at any time before such taxes shall become due,
same bad all proceedings in reference thereto been legal and
regular, together with all costs connected therewith; also for
all taxes by him subsequently paid on said property, with in
terest on all of such sums at the rate of six per cent, per an
num, and he shall be entitled to judgment for such amcunts
and for the enforcement of the lien against the owner of said
propertv in the same action wherein the invalidity of said sale
is declared void, together with his costs incurred in such action.
In no case shall the City Council or any member of the City
Council or officer of the city remit, discount or compromise any
tax legally due the city. The city shall have equal right to
become the purchaser at all sales of property under judgment
or otherwise for taxes due it. AU taxes shall be due and pay
able on the first day of Jmy of each and every year, and if not
paid by the first day of January thereafter, the same flhall
bear interest from the said first day of January until paid at
the rate of six per cent, per annum. It shall be the duty of all
persons from whom such taxes are due to call and pay the same
to the City Assessor and Collector of Taxes, at his office in the
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City of Houston, between the said first day of July and the
lirst day of January next thereafter. Immediately after the
first day of January in every year it shall be the duty of the
Assessor and Collector of Taxes to prepare a roll containing a
description of all the property described in the assessment
rolls of the next preceding year, that is to say, of the year end
ing on the next preceding thirty-first day of December, on which
the taxes have not been paid. Said roll shall be called the “de
linquent roll,"’ and shall consist of so much of said rolls as will
identify the property and show the amount of tax due on the
same.
The City Council shall not have the power or authority to
extend the time for the payment of taxes, or in any manner
delay the Assessor and Collector of Taxes in the preparation
of the “delinquent roll.”
During the same time that the City Assessor and Collector
shall prepare the “delinquent roll” above described, he shall
prepare separate statements of tax accounts due the city, to be
furnished the City Attorney on which to bring suits, which
statement shall contain the description of the property, the
year for which the tax is due, the amount of the tax due, the
rate of taxation, and the person or persons, estate, firm or cor
poration who assesses the same, or whether the property is
rendered, unrendered, or owner is unknown, as appears from
the tax rolls, which statement the City Assessor and Collector
shall certify to be correct, and which shall be prima facie evi
dence of the statements made therein, and that all the require
ments of the law have been complied with; and the City As
sessor and Collector shall be entitled to two dollars on each
statement so made, which shall be taxed against the delinquent
taxpayer on the property on which the tax is due, and in case
of suit to be taxed as a charge against the property, and the
Assessor and Collector shall be entitled to refuse to issue any
receipt to any delinquent taxpayer until said two' dollars has
been paid; provided, that where several tracts of land and dif
ferent kinds of property are assessed by the same person, firm,
estate or corporation, that they shall be contained in the same
statement; which said “delinquent roll” shall be finished and
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said statemente furnished not later than the last day of
February of each year. Said “delinquent roll’’ shall be pub
lished during the nicnth of March following, for ten days, in
some daily paper published in the City of Houston; and the
Assessor and Col lector shall also be entitled to two dollars for
advertising each tract of land separately assessed, which shall
be taxed against the delinquent taxpayer, and in case of suit
bi be taxed as a charge against the property on which the tax
is due, and the Assessor and Collector shall be entitled to re
fuse to issue anj receipt to any delinquent taxpayer until this
cost ol advertising has been paid; and a failure to comply
with these provisions by the City Assessor and Collector of
’f axes shall be deemed a malfeasance and be cause for impeach
ment.
I’pon receipt of the above tax statements by the City Attorney he shall, as soon as possible, institute suit, in the proper
court to enforce the collection of taxes due the city, and shall
tile suit on all of said statements furnished him by the City
Assessor and Collector of Taxes by the next first of October
after he has received them, and the failure on the part of the
City Attorney to file suits on said statements by the first of
October shall be deemed a malfeasance, and be a cause for im
peachment; but a failure on the part of the City Assessor and
Collector of Taxes to prepare the “delinquent roll,” or publish
it for the required length of time, or furnish tax statements to
the City Attorney, or a failure on the part of the city to hie
suits within the proper time, shall in no wise affect the liability
of the delinquent taxpayer, nor shall such failure in any man
ner L<» relied on by way of defense against the payment of taxes
due the city.
Nothing but current money of the United States shall be
collected or received in payment of taxes and licenses due or
hereafter assessed; except coupons and scrip made receivable
for taxes on the face thereof shall be receivable for all taxes
except the bond tax.
In cases where the State has instituted suit for taxes where
taxes are due the city on the same property for the same years.
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have judginent for its taxes and to enforce and foreclose its
iien for said taxes, and in cases where the city has first insti
tuted suit for taxes that the State may have the same right to
intervene.
That the following property shall be exempt from taxation,
to-wit: All lands used exclusively for graveyards, or grounds
for burying the dead, except such as are held by any person,
company or corporation with a view to profit or for the pur
pose of speculation in the sale thereof; all buildings belonging
to institutions of purely public charity, together with the lands
belonging to and occupied by such institutions not leased or
otherwise used with a view to profit, and all moneys and credits
appropriated solely to sustaining such institutions, together
with such other property as is exempt from taxation by the
laws of the State of Texas.
That the City Council, by a vote taken by yeas and nays and
entered upon the journal, shall have power to assess, license,
and tax hawkers, peddlers, auctioneers, theatrical and other
exhibitions shows, and amusements, billiard tables, nine and
ten pin alleys, alleys with any number of pins, public drays,
wagons, omnibuses and carriages, grog shops, tippling houses
and dram shops, beer saloons (whether for the sale of domestic
beer or otherwise), and such other trades or occupations not
especially mentioned herein as may be taxed by the laws of
the State; but no assessment or license tax levied under this
section shall exceed one-half the amount levied by the State
for the same period on such profession or occupation, and the
same may be regulated, levied, and collected in the same man
ner as said taxes are regulated and collected by the State.
That the license tax shall be collected by the Assessor and
Collector of Taxes, and shall be paid to that offleer in current
funds of the United States by each and every person or firm
owing such license and before engaging in any trade, profes
sion, business, calling, avocation or occupation subject to such
tax, taking his receipt therefor, which receipt shall be esteemed
lawful license for the pursuit of the occupation indicated.
And if any person shall engage in any business, calling, avo
cation er occupation which by an ordinance of said city is sub
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ject to a li< < use tax, without lirst having obtained such license,
he, she, or they shall be liable to arrest and imprisonment and
a fine ol ten dollars ($10) for each and every day such violation
of said ordinance may continue; and this section shall apply
to all persons owing license and failing to pay the same, and
the City Council may make such further regulations as it deems
necessary to enforce this provision and punish the violator
thereof.
The City Council may, by resolution, provide for the payand may allow interest upon advance payment of taxes at a
rate not to exceed six per cent, per annum for the time inter
vening between the time of such payment and the time when
such taxes would be due and payable; provided, that no such
resolution shall be passed, nor such interest allowed, except
for the purpose of raising money to meet the current expenses
of the city for legitimate purposes. Such resolution shall state
the amount of money sought to be raised by this means, and
when said amount has been received the Assessor and Col
lector shall immediately notify the Mayor and City Council
that the amount called for in the resolution has been received,
and the city shall not pay interest on moneys subsequently
paid in for taxes of that year. In receiving moneys for taxes
in advance, under the resolution provided for herein, the As
sessor and Collector shall allow the tax payer to retain out of
such payment the amount of interest allowed thereon, and shall
give his receipt for the whole amount, showing what sum is
actually paid in and what sum is allowed as interest on such
payment.
A Board of Appraisement, composed of three aidermen, shall
be annually nominated by the Mayor and confirmed by the
Council, and it shall be their duty as soon as possible after the
completion of any one of the assessment rolls by the Assessor
and Collector of Taxes to meet and carefully examine said roll
and properly and equitably adjust the taxable values thereon,
thus continuing until they have examined and adjusted and
equalized the taxes assessed on all the rolls, under regulations
to be fixed by.the City Council, when they together with the As
sessor and Collector of Taxes shall make due report of their ac-
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tic>n to the City Council. The members of said board shall re
ceive such compensation for their services while engaged upon
said rolls as the Council may determine, and all matters per
taining to taxation shall be referred to such board, from whose
final decision there shall be no appeal.
Sec. 41. The City Council shall have the power and au
thority to issue during the year 1897 bonds to the amount of
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, which shall be sold for
not less than par, the proceeds of the sale of which shall be de
voted to the paving of streets, constructing sidewalks and sew
ers, building bridges and erecting school buildings and fire
houses, and for the year 1898 shall have authority to issue a.
like amount of bonds, the proceeds of the sale of which shall be
devoted to the same purposes, and the City Council shall also
have the power and authority to issue bonds for the purpose
of funding bonds of the city of a previous issue, and may also,
by a vote of two-thirds of all the aidermen elected, borrow
money on the credit of the city for other purposes to an amount
not to exceed one hundred thousand dollars in any one year,
and may issue bonds of the city therefor.
To create a debt during any one year exceeding one hundred
thousand dollars exclusive of refunding bonds and of bonds
for the purpose of paving streets, constructing sewers, build
ing bridges and constructing school buildings and fire houses
provided to be issued for the years 1897 and 1898, as above au
thorized. the question must be submitted to the taxpaying
voters of the city, and if two-thirds of the votes polled shall be
in favor of creating such debt, it shall be lawful for the City
Council to authorize the issuance of bonds for the amount
named in the resolution named in the ordinance or resolution
submitting the question to the voters.
No bonds shall be issued drawing more than six per cent,
per annum interest, and they shall be invalid if sold for less
than par; and all bonds shall express upon their face the pur
pose for which they are issued.
The ordinance authorizing any bonds to be issued shall pro
vide a fund io pay the interest and create a. sinking fund suffi
cient to pay the bonds at maturity, and said sinking fund shall

be invested in bonds of the State of Texas, of counties in the
State of Texas, or in bonds of the United States, or may be
used for the ]mrehase of bonds of the city which are not yet
due, and neither interest nor sinking fund shall be devoted to
any other purpose whatever.
Sec. 42. That this act shall be deemed a public act, and
judicial notice shall he taken thereof in all courts. No general
law hereafter passed by the Legislature of the State shall be
held to repeal any power herein granted, or which is now vested
in the corporation of Houston, unless the act conferring such
power be specially referred to in such repealing act.
Sec. 43. Whereas, there are no adequate laws in force pro
viding for the paving, improving and repairing of the streets
and sidewalks of the City of Houston, there exists an impera
tive public necessity for suspending the constitutional rule re
quiring bills to be read on three several days, and an emer
gency exists which requires this act to take effect from and
after its passage, and it is so enacted.
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