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THE PRESIDENT!EL CRUISE

On the 16th of July, Presi­
dent Erenklin D. Roosevelt, with 
his entourage, boarded the HOUSTON 
at San Diego, California, for a 
fishing cruise offithc coast of 
Mexico and Central Mrierica, -■nd th< 
East Pacific Equatorial Islands.. 
Thu occasion marked the third time 
thnt Mr.‘Ruoscvelt had honored the 
HOUSTON, with his presence on a 
cruise. M
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T ■ - _ rusJuct fur King Neptune’s Royal
with thu Ualapagos Islands ■ Court forever after. The Pros­

es the ultimate ob jocti^v u , stops^ ideht viewed the ceremony with .
made for iishing in successionsrnif^sted pleasure ^nd regal 

at Cerros Island, Magd-llen Bay, aplomb, he being the Senior Shell- 
Capo S^n Luc-s, the Socccrcs IslmdbrC^ aboard.
Clipperton Island and Towur Island.
n week was spent in cruising among 
the Galapagos Island Group. In • 
addition to fishing, several re­
creation and exploring parties ■ 
were put ashore. Contact w-s made 
with the self-exiled German V/itt- 
mer family on the Island of St. 
Charles. A bundle of recent mag­
azines, first rid supplies and 
other items were left on shore.

. A King Neptune Party was hel;', 
nt which time more than 200 offi-

On the eve off the ship’s 
departure for the North, and the 
return to the United States, the 
quarter-deck was rigged for a 
smoker and social hour. Boxing, 
wrestling, instrumental and vocal 
music comprised the evenings 
ent er t ainm ent.

Two days at Cocos Island, 
famed Pirate hidecut, provided
an opportunity for trips ashore 
and search for pirate geld. To 

cars rnd crow wore tr-nsfermed fromantg nc Hcs clnimed success 
lowly.Pollywogs to highly respect- j.n this objective. Page 4
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THE BlLiE BOhIS1 ET

A weekly publication of the 
ship’s company of the U.3.S. HUU- 
BTON, Captain G,K. Barker, U.S.N. 
Commanding, Commander C. A. Bailey 
Executive Officer.

Editor: Lieut.(jg) £. A.McDonald 
Assistant Editors:

Ensign J.P.M. Johnston
W. Kenneth Patton, PhlvlSc 

Cartoonist: W.C. Ridge, P 1c 
Circulation: M.A. Pipp, S 1c 
Printer: R.L. Beckwith, S 1c

EDITORIAL

During the Christmas holidays 
R.L. Beckwith, ship’s printer, had 
,the misfortune to w'-alk in front of 
an automobile, driven by a Long 
Beach-resident. The result was the 
making of a hit-and-run driver, 
while Beckwith suffered numerous 
bruises and a scalp wound which 
necessitated his removal to the* 
UBS RELIEE for treatment and fur-' 
ther observation. It is reported 
that his condition is good and’ that 
he will be returned to the HuUS±0L 
on the arrival of the fleet in Pan- 
am*a •

The Admiral has his aide; the 
Executive Officer has a yeoman; the 
dentist has an assistant; the boil­
er-maker has a helper and whiskey 
has a chaser. Apropos, it is fit­
ting and proper that the BLUE 
BCKNET be continued in Beckwith’s 
absence, even though it of needs- 
must be a mimeographed publication.

Therefore, we have endeavored 
to chronologize the adventures and 
malfeasances of the crev/ of the 
good ship HOUSTON for posterity. 
V/e offer for your approval and edi­
fication, a brief resume of ”1938 
in Retrospect”, a short .story by 
Gus, other various and sundry items 
of interest,* and a few prognostica­
tions about the current year.

HOMER HOMESPUN HI^RSs

J„M.( Skinny) Hedge.-. TO jc, 
who recently took commanu of Tur­
ret III, has gathered up coffee 
pots, nnd invites all nis old 
friends to pay him a call in his 
new onvironment»

Dell Hunter Smith, erstwhile 
Postman, bur now Master-of-Cerc- 
monies of the E Division releases 
for the first time in any publi­
cation, vze quote, ”.do-j'3L':; waiches _ 
are hard on my men, but 'War is 
Hell’

’’Gramps” ’'Worthington, self- 
appointed head of the local Chap­
ter of Feather merchants, has 
positively averred his intention 
of going out on 16 when vze get to 
the mast Coast. Rumors of nis 
assuming a. Second Vice-rresidency 
in the Chesapeake Bay Oyster 
Grovel er s dissociation have reo.chod 
the BLUE BOuNET Office. With,this 
nov; position many mi opportunity 
should present itself for ^Gramps” 

..to study the scientific principles 
involved in cribbage, bridge, ct 
al.

PRESIDENT!.'!. REVIEW7
IN S;N FRANCISCO BAY

Massed in S-n Francisco Bay 
for a Presidential review, the 
U.S. Eloot, presented a formid­
able force, July 14th. Arrayed 
in four lines, flanked by battle­
ships and . submarined, the Fleet 
lay^ at anchor while the HOUSTON 
with the President on Board 
steamed down the ..lanes between 
ships.

Saluting batteries on each 
ship boomed out 21 guns, as the 
HOUSTON passed. The rails of 
every man-o-warsman ■were manned 
in honor of tne Coimnander—inChief 
United States Navy, President 
Franklin Delano aoosavolt.

READ ON



A Touching Tale of Ocean 
.Travel, by Gus

The saga that I have the good, 
fortune here to relate, deals in 
its entirety upon hmnan suffering, 
pot nit forces of the sea, end the 
travels of a laighty ship ; d. might v 
even say. a groati a ship which al­
though right dovm through its 
three coats of paint, namclythc 
cnti-corrosive and anti-fouling 
varieties, emerged triumphant over 
all manner of evil barriers. It 
has to do vjith that red white and 
blue which now shows so el'o- 
quently on the good ship HOUSTON.

Many times in the oast I have 
been approached concerning this 
remarkable three-limbed letter. 
1 have been heckled almost to 
tears, verily, nigh unto death, 
itself, by shell blunder-muddle 
queries as: r’ViTnat ’ s the moaning of 
that' f E’ ” Ain’t it pretty’. ” 
’UVhat’s it for?” or ’’What a beau­
tiful Plimsoll Mark’.” I’ve al­
ways managed somehow, to adroitly 
steer the conversation1 along 
other lines. But here, at leng- 
last, I give to you (you lucky 
readers) the true, verified, - 
strictly authentic explanation of 
how 'caiiie .that bespangled fifth ■ 
letter of the alphabet to nestle 
so complacently on the huu.oTON’s 
side.

Most of us- were gutting 
ready to take some well conned 
shore leave, over the holiday 
season in the Bocombur of 1938; 
some had oiruady started thoir 
annual rest when a series of ru­
mens swept over the ship like 
wild-fire. ‘You know how such 
tittle-tattle begins aboard ship. 
A spud peeler, or maybe even o 
washroom kepoer will start it 
off---- The* result of a night­
marish dr-e^m'will assume gargan­
tuan proportions, and soon every 
last man* aboard will be spouting 
it for the gospel truth.
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Coming like a. bolt of super­
charged lightning from a blue 
sky, the order caught all hands a 
bit unprepared, but soon radio 
broadcasts and public announce­
ments sent chow and officers 
alike scurrying back to their 
ship. A muster was taken within 
a few hours and only one absentee
was reported. Thu ship’s dental 
officer, thinking that it was a 
clever scheme to get him back 
aboard ship, thereby spoiling a 
few days of his precious lu-vp 
was"missing.

Naturally, this produced much 
consternation in ^13- quarters, 
especially in vicv; of the fact 
that he sent wore to the ship by



FOUR

O'L-.AU'3HT5R /jviOlxi G 'I'llE ICjSBjSRGS 
(Continue d.) 

the movie menu for the coming v/ook 
wc.s reale need:

special messenger that ho would, 
not think of returning under any 
circumstance. The crov/ felt of 
their jaws and began to imagine 
everything from aching gangs to 
trench mouth. A long sen cruise 
Vvithout a. dental officer w^s 
wholly unthinkable, and so a. 
hurried c'onferonco hold. The 
upshot of it all being that a 
black-jack squad was sent out to 
bring in the errant officer. 
Success came their way as it al­
ways doos, when a well-thought- 
out plan is carried through to 
perfect timing. The squad return 
cd with the culprit slightly the 
vjorso fop wear.

(To be continued)

Don’t f>il to road the next issue 
of the BLuf BODNET* Thrill to 
the tale of the battle among the 
icebergs. Will the HeuSTON bring 
back polar bear meat? ■

MOVIN’ PICHER S

’’Swiss Miss',’ with Stan Laurel 
and Oliver Hardy.

’’You And Mo”, with Sylvia Sid 
nay and George Raft.

’’Come On LenthernocksI” with 
Richard Cromwell and Marsha Hunt.

’’Snfty in Numbers”, with led 
Prouty and Shirley Doan*

PRESIDENTIAL CRUISE (Cont.)

At bnlbca, C.Z., President 
Roosevelt and the President of 
Panama exchanged official calls 
v/liilo the crew made liberties 
in Panama City. After transit 
of the C.anal, the President re­
viewed the fmmy Garrison in 
Christobal, from the dock of the 
Houston.

brief stop for exchange 
of official greetings at Old 
Providence Island, a Possession 
of Columbia, intervened before 
the last log of the cruise. 
Thu President disembarked at 
Pensacola Florida, nugust 3d.

-- - - As an aftermath, of night-
The magic lantern twins, fish marish proportions, especially 

and Westerfield, have been trying a to the ’Goldun-Grainors’, the
nuv: method of ciname.tographic entor-i 
teinmont recently. Thu introduction 
of the doublu-foature idea, although 
obviously copied from Long Botches 
Strand-on-tho-Piko, indicates the - 
attempt of those gonial gentlemen 
to bring to the HOUSTON, the best 
in flicker film-fare.- Contacted in 
their private sanctum, neither would 
prophecy the date of their opening 
Bank Night. It is belioved^in some 
qurrt^rs, however, that the popular 
custom of giving away china and 
silver ware, would be the next stop 
taken in their entertainment, pro­
fit sharing idea.

In the’meantime, a forecast of

iOU'STON received orders to sail 
for Norfolk, Va. , where she ' 
would probably be for several 
months, it was said. All gunn­
ery drills and firing was to be 
conducted on the East Coast. 
The’G-G’sf were a sorry lot; 
some it was rumorud even con­
templated suicide. Thon just 
as nearly everyone was becom­
ing almost resolved to his fate 
orders came for the return to 
Long Be~ch. Faces Faces that 
hadn’t smiled in days, lit up. 
Groveling voices changed to 
soft spoken tranquility. The 
HOUSTON’S Prow was pointed to­
ward the land of the Setting- 
Sun , C al if orn i a..
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The Frusidc-nt’s and. two admi­
rals flags wore flov/n from tho 
m-^in truck during tho past year.

first was thrt of admiral 
Tarrant, Commander, Scouting force 
who usdd tho hCUblOiM os his flag­
ship , while tho Hx ml/Ulf OLIS was 
in the Lovy Yard in mid-wino or 6 
President Roosevelt was aboard 
in Yuly and August for a summer 
cruise, admiral Bloch, Commander- 
in-chief, U.S. fleet, was aboard 
in September, October, November, 
md mocember.

PORTS V1SITBD IN 1:38

During the year- 1938 the 
hOUSTCh lived up to it a n 'mo 
of T:Rrmblcr’ ship by trr.veling 
a total of 32,375 miles. BoJ.ow 
is the total mil. age by months:

drnuaiy 1045
fobruary Oil5
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(USS .HOUSTON- Home Pert-Long
Beach, California)

Lahaina, Territory of Hawaii 
Pearl narber, Territory of 

Hawaii.
Vallejo, California
S-n francisco, California
0 akl an d, C al i f orn i a
San Diogo, California
Balboa, Canal Lone
Chr i st cb al, CanalsZ one 
Pensacola, fierida 
Norfolk, Virginia
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H.ix, Chick, won the i-J-l-Lavy 
Bantam-weight wrestling title last 
fubruary, at an all-fleet smoker 
hold at N>vy field, ueng Beach.

ELL3T PROBLEM NO. XIX

BO C-—VeO t mu II11N,C

In Scouting E'er de-Cruis.ur 
boxing and wr'estling ollmina- 
tions, elevon HOUSTON men erpnod 
the opportunity of' computing for 
filet titles, in the championship 
finals, which it is rumcr<r<_o 
Vvill oe j.i el Ci in ciuant rnajiio noy, 
Cuba in iviorch.

Devon boxers and four wres­
tlers comprise this list of reo- 
rcstntativos, Thu boxers:

Lowdanski n u av yw u i g nt
li arris Light Heavy
adorns Middle-weight
Hodge Nel tor - we i ght
Martin Light-weight
Holton f oather-wuight
Colbert B mt am-we 1 ght

The wrestler 
Chick 
I'erdumwalt 
Arthur 
Butler

B an t am- wo i g ht 
Light-heavy 
hi id die -weight 
Li£ht-hervy

The Hawaiian Cruise of iianch it is probable that those
and April uf last year was the firstmen under the direction of mrchie
long cruise of tho year for tho 

nUuSTON. Maneuvers which extend­
ed to french frigate Shoals, rl- 
mc st to the 180th meridian ended <+
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