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Roberts' record mixed on gay rights
Work on Romer, comment on 
Boy Scouts offer some hints
By EARTHA JANE MELZER

Groups across the political spectrum scrambled last 
week to make sense of reports that Supreme Court 
Justice nominee John G. Roberts Jr. had assisted gay 
rights lawyers on Romer vs. Evans, a landmark case in 
which the Supreme Court overturned an anti-gay 
Colorado amendment.

While in private practice at the Washington, D.C., 
firm of Hogan & Hartson, Roberts advised gay rights 
lawyers on oral argument strategy for the Romer case 
and played the role of a conservative, Scalia-like jus­
tice during a practice session with the lawyers.

In a Los Angeles Times report, lawyer Jean 
Dubofsky credited Roberts with significantly helping 
her preparation to argue the Supreme Court should 
overturn the Colorado amendment, which banned 
state and local civil rights protections for gays. The 
court ultimately accepted her position, ruling 6-3 that 
the amendment violated the Constitution’s “equal pro­
tection clause.”

Roberts did not mention his work on the Romer case in 
his 67-page response to the Senate Judiciary Committee 
questionnaire, even in response to questions asking for 
examples of his “pro bono,” or free legal work.

Suzanne Goldberg, who worked on the Romer case 
for Lambda Legal, resisted reading too much into 
Roberts’ assistance.

“I do not think that Judge Roberts’ help has great 
significance as an indicator on his views on gay 
rights or civil rights more generally,” Goldberg said. 
“I think that at large firms, it is fairly typical that 
lawyers will assist their colleagues on a variety of 
cases and that assistance does not necessarily convey 
support for the positions taken in the case.”

Goldberg did allow that if Roberts was vehement­
ly opposed to the equality position in the Romer case, 
he might not have assisted in the case.

“I think that the holding in Romer applied a very

Eugene Delgaudio, president of a self-described anti-gay rights 
organization, held a news conference on the Supreme Court steps 
calling on President Bush to withdraw John Roberts' nomination 
because of the role he played in a 1996 gay rights case. (Photo by 
Rudy K. Lawidjaja)
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basic longstanding principle of constitutional law to 
gay people: The government can’t make law based on 
hostility against a group of people. That was hardly 
a radical proposition.”

More accepting generation
Arthur Leonard, New York University law profes­

sor and editor of Lesbian/Gay Law Notes, said that 
news of Roberts’ participation in the Romer case rein­
forces the view that although his politics are conser­
vative on hotly-contested political issues, he is, after 
all, a member of a generation that came of age when 
gay liberation was starting to sweep even elite law 
school campuses.

Roberts is part of a culture that is reasonably 
comfortable with gay people and leans toward a lib­
ertarian view of gay issues, Leonard said, though it’s 
not clear whether this perspective would cause 
Roberts to strike down the military’s “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” policy, rule the Defense of Marriage Act

Tamarie Cooper (center) and a troup of actors performs the final installment of 
the 10-year saga, Tamalalia' through Sept. 3 at the Axiom.

'Tamalalia' times ten
The life of Tamarie Cooper, 
told over ten years, is now 
coming into the home stretch
By JOHNNY HOOKS

THE LIFE OF TAMARIE COOPER IS AN OPEN BOOK. OR 
perhaps the phrase “all the worlds a stage” is a better fit. 
Cooper is currently performing the 10th and final version of 
her hit autobiographical show “Tamalalia” at The Axiom.

Over the past ten summers, Cooper has conceptualized, writ­
ten, directed, choreographed as well as sewn clothes, painted
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A banner outside the First Unitarian Universalist Church supports same-sex marriage. (Photo by Jim Null)

Banner outside church touts civil marriage as a civil right
A bright blue banner recently hung outside the First Unitarian Universalist Church pro­
claims, “Civil marriage is a civil right.” Tom Cowen, facilities administrator at the 
church, said the slogan came from the Unitarian association when civil rights activists 
in the state of Massachusetts began their campaign for same-sex marriage. When the 
association learned that voters in Texas would be asked in November to cast ballots for 
or against a constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage and civil unions, ban­
ners were sent to churches throughout the state. Sunday services at the church, 5200 
Fannin at Southmore, are at 9:30 and 11 a.m.

Campaign coordinators named for 
effort to fight marriage amendment
Kathryn Chace McNeil and Emily 
Langdon have been named Houston 
Area Regional Campaign Coordinators 
in the effort to defeat a proposed consti­
tutional amendment to ban same-sex 
marriage and civil unions in Texas. The 
measure goes before voters in 
November. McNeil, who has a master’s 
degree in public administration from 
the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University, has 
more than 20 years managing political 
advocacy, fundraising and communica­
tions campaigns. Langdon, a graduate 
of the University of Houston, is a 
founding member of the Houston Equal 
Rights Alliance (HERA) and most 
recently worked on the Howard Dean 
campaign. “Kathryn and Emily are 
uniquely qualified to get out the vote 
and encourage Houstonians to join 
other fair-minded Texans and vote 
against the Constitutional 
Amendment,” said Glen Maxey, state 
campaign director. The campaign to 
fight the marriage amendment has been 
officially dubbed No Nonsense in 
November. The Web site is www.nonon- 
senseinnovember.com.

Comedienne Kathy Griffin has been 
chosen to headline Black Tie Dinner
Kathy Griffin is the featured performer 
this year at the Houston Black Tie 
Dinner Nov. 12 at the Inter-Continental 
Hotel, 2222 West Loop South. Griffin’s 
no-holds-barred humor will be compli­
mented by music from Rotel and the 
Red Hot Tomatoes. Beneficiaries this 
year include AIDS Foundation 
Houston, AssistHers, Uncommon 
Legacy Houston, Montrose Counseling 
Center, Casa De Esperanza and Bering 
Omega Community Services. 
Individual tickets are $175 and can be
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Comedienne Kathy Griffin will headline the Black 
Dinner Nov. 12 at the Intercontinental Hotel.

purchased at 800-494-8497 or www.hous- 
tonblacktiedinner.org.

HATCH Youth are raising money 
For a trip to the Dallas Pride Parade
After marching in the Houston Pride 
Parade, HATCH youth are raising money 
so they can walk down Cedar Springs 
Road in the Dallas Pride Parade. 
Carwashes will be conducted August 20 
and Sept. 3 from 9 am. to 3 p.m. in the 
parking lot next to Mary’s Lounge at 1022 
Westheimer. For more information, con­
tact Deb Murphy, HATCH youth services 
worker, at 713-529-3590.

From staff and wire reports
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Montrose Clinic merges 
with the Assistance Fund
The merger will create 
a mega agency with 
more services and a 
budget of $10 million
By BINNIE FISHER

The Montrose Clinic and The 
Assistance Fund, two non-profit agen­
cies that serve persons with HIV/AIDS, 
will merge later this year to create a new 
organization with an annual budget of 
$10 million.

The boards of the two agencies 
approved the merger July 27. The legal 
documents to complete the merger 
should be signed by October 3. The new 
organization will have a new name and a 
new logo.

Under the agreement, Ken Malone, 
executive director of the Assistance 
Fund, will become chief operating offi­
cer of the new organization.

Katy Caldwell, executive director of 
the clinic, will head the new entity, likely 
as chief executive officer, Malone said.

“We’ve been pursuing talks for 
almost a year now,” Malone said. “This 
will allow us to serve people we could 
not have served before.”

He said what is happening with 
Montrose Clinic and the Assistance 
Fund is a sign of the times.

“Federal funding is becoming more 
and more uncertain,” he said. “I think 
more organizations are going to have to 
come together.”

More people served
As the Assistance Fund, Malone said 

his agency could work only with people 
with HIV and AIDS. Because the 
Montrose Clinic is a federally qualified 
health center, he said, more people with 
other chronic diseases could be served.

“This has the earmarking of some­
thing big,” he said.

In the coming weeks, Malone said, a 
name for the new entity will be deter­
mined along with a new logo that 
“reflects the forward vision and the 
expanded role” of the new entity

Under the agreement, he said, no 
employees of either agency will be 
downsized. Both organizations will stay 
in their current locations until a suit­
able facility can be found to house the 
new agency.

Montrose Clinic provides preventive 
and primary health care to underserved 
communities. The patient load is about 
15,000 people per year.

The Assistance Fund helps people 
with HIV/AIDS maintain the continu­
ity of their medical care by providing 
assistance with health insurance costs 
and medications. The Fund serves

li

a
Ken Malone, executive director of the Assistance 
Fund, will become chief operating officer in the 
agency that is created by the merger of his organ­
ization and the Montrose Clinic. (Photo by Dalton 
DeHart)

more than 3,000 annually. About 1,000 
people receive services from both 
organizations.

“The vision and strategic planning 
exhibited by the two agencies’ boards 
will ensure that our community’s health 
will come first, regardless of economic 
cycles or changing federal policies,” said 
Marianne Huerter, who chair’s the clin­
ic board.

Assistance Fund Board Chair Mike 
Ryan added, “Ensuring continuous, 
quality medical care for those who are 
affected or infected by HIV/AIDS is our 
highest priority. Combining The 
Assistance Fund and the Montrose 
Clinic will provide the best opportunity 
to secure the future for existing pro­
grams and offer potential to increase 
services to those in need.”

Dr. Shannon Schrader of the Schrader 
Clinic who also serves as medical direc­
tor for research at the clinic, said the 
merger will ultimately mean better care 
for clients of both organizations.

“In the short term, current clients 
will be served more efficiently. The 
blending of these organizations’ com­
plimentary services will mean more 
Houstonians will be able to receive bet­
ter service, faster, which is the best 
result you can ask for in the non-profit 
community,” he said.

Don Gill, who has raised money for 
Houston organizations, including the 
Montrose Clinic, added, “As a commu­
nity, our donated dollars will go fur­
ther to meet client needs more effi­
ciently. The way I see it, two strong 
agencies are coming together to create 
a stronger, more effective agency 
designed to meet the long term needs 
of our community.”

Montrose Clinic was formed in 1981 
and now has 70 fulltime employees and a 
budget of $5.3 million. The Assistance 
Fund began in 1988 and employs 12 peo­
ple who oversee a $4.6 million budget.
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Gay groups offer Internet guide to protect soldiers
Military discharging 
servicemembers because 
of online profiles
By ELIZABETH WEILL-GREENBERG

In light of several online outings, the 
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, 
Gay.com/PlanetOut.com and
Connexion.org have created an Internet 
guide for gay and lesbian servicemem­
bers.

So far in 2005, the SLDN has worked on 10 
online outing cases, which have made up 25 
percent of its total work. Generally, some­
one who knows the servicemember will 
show an online profile, or chat room and IM 
conversation to the commanding officers, 
explained Steve Ralls, director of communi­
cations for SLDN.

In two of the cases they worked on, 
someone else created a fake profile and 
then showed it to the commanding officer, 
he said. As far as SLDN knows the 
Pentagon is not monitoring chat rooms or 
dating sites, he said.

“DADT is a very effective weapon of 
vengeance,” he said. “It’s an easy way to 
have someone who you have a grudge 
against discharged.”

Many gay and lesbian servicemembers 

don’t realize that what they do online 
could violate the DADT rule, Ralls said. 
An online profile, for instance, is a viola­
tion of the “don’t tell” provision. SLDN 
issued several precautions servicemem­
bers can take, such as:

DO use a pseudonym or screen name to 
avoid disclosing your identity.

DO indicate your geographic location 
by the name of your town or zip code, not 
by the name of your base.

DO use a personal e-mail address to reg­
ister and receive mail; do not use a mili­
tary e-mail address.

DO NOT access Gaycom through a mil­
itary computer at any time.

DO NOT indicate your branch of the 
armed services in your personal profile, 
screen name (example: SDnavyGuy78), in 
chat rooms or other online forums.

DO NOT provide information or 
descriptions that may reveal your identity, 
including public photographs that display 
your face or a unique tattoo.

Iraq veteran discharged
In July, Jeff Howe, 32, was honorably dis­

charged while on his second tour of duty in 
Iraq after his command found his online 
profile. Howe’s command began investigat­
ing him after he posted photos on his blog of 
an American vehicle that was destroyed by 
an enemy rocket.

Howe, who is gay, signed up for the 
Army after Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. After 

his first tour of duty in Iraq he learned 
that his tour was getting extended under 
the stop-loss provision and, instead of get­
ting out in November 2004, he would have 
to stay in until April 2006.

His discharge, he said, is “bitter sweet is 
one word.” Shortly after he went through the 
emotional turmoil of going back to Iraq, he 
learned that he was being discharged.

“I’m still processing the sudden shift,” 
Howe said. “I kind of wish I was still over 
there. I was close to everyone in my unit. 
They’re still stuck over there getting shot 
at every day”

Howe’s situation is far more the excep­
tion than the rule, according to Ralls. Often 
soldiers are not discharged if they’re sta­
tioned in a war zone, he said.

“The number of people able to get out 
by coming out is dropping drastically,” 
said J.E. McNeil, executive director for the 
Center on Conscience and War and the GI 
Rights Hotline. “They have got to keep 
their warm bodies.”

The GI Rights Hotline fields calls from sol­
diers who are trying to get out of the military 
Before Sept. 11, her office received about one 
call every six months from servicemembers 
who wanted to come out and get out of the 
military Now, they get about one call a week 
like that. Often commanding officers will 
look the other way if the soldier has a valu­
able skill, she said.

As far back as the Vietnam and the 
Korean Wars, discharges for being gay

Jeff Howe was discharged from the Army after his 
commanding officers found his online profile in 
which he identified as gay. Howe said he was close 
to the other men in his unit who are still serving in 
Iraq. (Photo courtesy of Jeff Howe)
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have decreased during war-time, said 
Ralls. Since the Sept. 11 attacks, there has 
been a 40 percent drop in gay and lesbian 
discharges, he said.

“It seems to imply that commanders 
are far less likely to discharge service­
members during a time of war,” he said. 
“Servicemembers in deployed units are 
far less likely to face discharge than a ser­
vicemember in a unit who is stationed 
here at home.”
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Group opposes public funds for 2006 Gay Games
CHICAGO — A conservative Christian organization wants the Illinois Bureau of 
Tourism to refuse public funds for the 2006 Gay Games, the Chicago Tribune reported. 
Chicago is scheduled to host Gay Games VII, a quadrennial sporting event set for July in 
the city. The Illinois Family Institute of Glen Ellyn wants the state tourism department
to refuse a grant request from organiz­
ers of the games. “We’re opposed to the 
use of taxpayer dollars to promote an 
event that celebrates homosexuality,” 
Peter LaBarbera, executive director of 
the institute, told the Tribune. “The 
idea of using sport to promote homo­
sexuality is wrong.” Chicago Games 
Inc., organizer of the event, applied this 
summer for money from the tourism 
department to help promote the eight- 
day games. “This is a tourism project 
like any other tourism event,” Tracy 
Bairn, publisher of Windy City Times 
and a board member of Chicago Games 
Inc., told the Tribune. More than 10,000 
participants and nearly 100,000 specta­
tors are expected to spend up to $80 mil­
lion in the Chicago area for the games. 
Illinois tourism officials said the grant 
request is under review, with an answer 
expected within two weeks.

: li J

Peter LaBarbera, executive director of the conservative 
Illinois Family Institute, said the group opposes the use 
of state tourism funds to promote the 2006 Gay Games 
in Chicago because 'the idea of using sport to promote 
homosexuality is wrong.’ (File photo)

New petition against 
same-sex marriage filed
TAHLEQUAH, Okla. (AP) — A new petition 
has been filed in a Cherokee Nation court chal­
lenging the marriage of a same-sex couple less 
than one week after a tribal court dismissed a 
lawsuit that held up the lesbian couple’s union. 
Kathy Reynolds and Dawn McKinley enjoyed a 
short-hved victory after a lawsuit filed by a pri­
vate citizen, challenging their marriage, was 
dismissed last Wednesday by the tribe’s 
Judicial Appeals Tribunal. The tribe’s highest 
court ruled that Todd Hembree, who filed the 
suit, did not have standing in the case and 
could not adequately prove he would be 
harmed by the couple’s marriage. On Friday a 
group of tribal councilors filed a petition chal­
lenging the couple’s marriage license on the 
same grounds. One of the councilors who filed 
the lawsuit, Linda O’Leary claimed that neces­
sity brought about the petition.

Utah mayor, councilwoman seek 
benefits for employees' partners
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Mayor Rocky 
Anderson and City Councilwoman Jill 
Remington Love are separately exploring 
ways to offer insurance and other benefits to 
employees’ domestic partners other signifi­
cant others — such as siblings and parents 
— with whom they live. “I’ve always been in 
favor of equal benefits for employees, 
regardless of sexual orientation,” Anderson 
said last week. He said he would sign an 
executive order launching the benefits if 
city attorneys determine the it does not 
require City Council approval. Love didn’t 
know Anderson was interested in the idea 
until last week. “I’ve wondered why the 
mayor hasn’t been working on it,” she said. 
Love was quoted in a copyright story in the 
Salt Lake City Tribune. She doesn’t want the 
debate to be just about gay rights. She says 
it’s about fairness “to our employees.” 
“Good employers across the country are 
expanding their benefits,” Love said.

Social Security privatization 
will hurt gays, study says
WASHINGTON — Gay people are more 
likely to rely on Social Security for 
retirement income, making them more 
vulnerable to any cuts in benefits that 
might occur if the system is privatized, 
according to a report released Tuesday 
by the National Gay & Lesbian Task 
Force Policy Institute. “It’s a raw deal for 
all Americans, in particular for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgendered 
Americans,” author Mandy Hu said in a 
telephone conference today. The study, 
dubbed “Selling Us Short,” says gay 
Americans should be especially wary of 
President Bush’s plan to allow workers to 
invest a portion of their Social Security 
taxes in private stock accounts. Details of 
Bush’s plan remain “sketchy” and 
“befuddled,” Hu said, but it would ulti­
mately result in reduced benefits for all 
but the lowest-income workers. Such a 
drop in Social Security benefits could 
prove especially devastating to gay men 
and lesbians who have fewer other 
avenues for support in retirement, the 
study concludes.

FBI seizes computer in search 
of Spokane mayor's home
SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — A personal 
computer and related records were seized 
in an FBI search of embattled Mayor 
James E. West’s home as part of a federal 
investigation into public corruption alle­
gations, a newspaper reports. West, who 
is fighting allegations that he used his 
office to offer City Hall jobs to young men 
he met in a gay online chat room, was 
present with an attorney when FBI 
agents searched his West Spokane home 
July 27, the Spokanesman-Review report­
ed last week.

From staff and wire reports
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Roberts spoke approvingly of Scouts decision
ROBERTS, continued from Page 1 

unconstitutional or find constitutional 
flaws in state laws that stigmatize gay peo­
ple.

“I think it is possible that a political 
conservative such as Roberts [could] have 
deemed it worth his time to help prepare 
the argument in Romer because the con­
cept of [Colorado’s] Amendment 2 was 
offensive to him on general grounds,” 
Leonard said.

“There is certainly a difference 
between striking down laws that impose 
second-class citizenship on a class of peo­
ple and supporting more affirmative 
rights for such people, and I don’t neces­
sarily think a judge’s position on one nec­
essarily predicts his position on the 
other,” he said.

Leonard said that Roberts’ work on 
Romer is comforting because it indicates 
that the nominee is not reflexively anti- 
gay and probably holds views on gay 
issues somewhere in between Justice 
Anthony Kennedy, who authored the 
majority opinions in Romer and Lawrence 
vs. Evans, the court’s other landmark gay 
rights case, and Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist, who dissented in both cases.

Tony Perkins, president of the Family 
Research Council, a social conservative 
group, said via e-mail that his first 
response to news of Roberts involvement 
in the Romer case was that Roberts had 
been “aiding and abetting” gay activists.

Perkins said he later decided that helping 
argue cases is a typical part of serving in a 
large private practice law firm, and he cau­
tioned FRC members not to jump to conclu­
sions about Roberts’ positions on gay issues.

Perkins said that the FRC approach will 
be to trust that Bush has made an appro­
priate nomination but verify Roberts’ 
views through involvement in the confir­
mation process.

On Aug. 14, FRC plans to hold “Justice 
Sunday II,” a televised event at Two Rivers 
Baptist Church in Nashville. Promotional 
materials for the event lists Dr. James 
Dobson and House Majority Leader Tom 
Delay (R-Tex.) among the political and 
religious figures scheduled to participate.

“Our first ‘Justice Sunday’ simulcast...

Both liberal and conservative groups were unsure what to make of news that Judge John Roberts (left) 
worked pro bono on behalf of gay people on a key gay rights case. (Photo by AP)

helped free several of President Bush’s 
stalled appeals court nominees for the lib­
erals’ filibuster. The stakes are even high­
er now,” Perkins said.

“Justice Sunday II” aims to educate 
millions of Americans about how to 
counter the “judicial activism” which 
they say has led to gay rights and abortion 
rights.

One voice against
Roberts from right

At least one social conservative group 
has decided that Roberts’ work on the 
Romer case should exclude him from the 
Supreme Court.

Eugene Delgaudio, president of the 
Virginia-based Public Advocate of the U.S. 
Inc., a 25-year-old, pro-family and anti-gay 
rights organization, called on President Bush 

to withdraw his nomination of Roberts.
In a news conference on the Supreme 

Court steps, Delgaudio said that Roberts’ 
help in the Romer case constituted active 
support in an act of judicial activism: the 
overturning of a “pro-family” Colorado 
law that was passed overwhelmingly by 
the people of Colorado.

Delgaudio stressed that Roberts’ work 
on this case was completely voluntary.

“His actions not only cast doubt on his 
support for the American family, but also 
raise the possibility that Roberts will join 
the activist wing of the Supreme Court,” 
Delgaudio said.

Roberts backs Boy Scouts
In a 2000 television interview, Roberts 

characterized as an important First 
Amendment victory the Supreme Court 
decision in Dale vs. Boy Scouts of

James Dale, who was kicked out of the Boy Scouts 
because he is gay, filed the lawsuit that eventually 
went to the Supreme Court in 2000. Judge John 
Roberts Jr., who President Bush has nominated for 
the Supreme Court, indicated at the time in a televi­
sion interview that he agreed with the court's deci­
sion allowing a private group that receives taxpayer 
support to discriminate against gay men and les­
bians. (Photo by Stuart Ramson/AP)
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America, in which it was held that Scouts 
could prohibit gay leaders and members.

Roberts said he agreed with the ruling 
that people ought to be able to form groups 
and exclude those who don’t have the same 
values, Lara Schwartz, senior counsel for 
the Human Rights Campaign said.

“The question that arises out of the 
Dale case is, how far does this go? Do 
employers have the right to exclude people 
they say disagree with their values?” 
asked Schwartz.

Schwartz said that Roberts’ work on 
Romer does not indicate whether he 
agreed with the dissenters who argued 
that the case was about people trying to 
protect their right not to associate with 
people they don’t want to.

Roberts’ comments on Dale raise the 
question, Schwartz said, “Is Roberts one of 
those people, as all of his supporters are, 
that disputes the very idea that opposition 
to gay rights is discrimination?

“We know excluding gay people from 
any part of life is discrimination. But out 
there on the right wing, they are trying to 
claim that it is not.”
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Conference to focus on 'comprehensive care'
Organizers want to 
explore mix of drug, 
unsafe sex, HIV
By BO SHELL

A two-day conference later this month in 
Salt Lake City is expected to draw about 900 
healthcare workers, law enforcement offi­
cials and researchers to explore the growing 
epidemic of methamphetamine use and its 
impact on HIV and hepatitis.

Planning for the First National 
Conference on Methamphetamine, HIV & 
Hepatitis, set for Aug. 19-20, began as a 
way to respond to a belief that increased 
meth use will lead to higher HIV and hep­
atitis rates, according to Luciano 
Colonna, executive director of the Harm 
Reduction Project, which is playing host 
to the conference.

“We were alarmed by the heath risks asso-

O MORE INFO
First National Conference on 
Methamphetamine, HIV & Hepatitis 
Aug. 19-20
Salt Lake City, Utah 
801-635-7736
www.harmredux.org 

ciated with the spread of methampheta­
mine,” Colonna said. “But we were also very 
concerned at the lack of infrastructure in 
rural areas of the U.S. when it came to dealing 
with issues like HIV and hepatitis, and also 
just the basic fiscal toll and care toll that out­
breaks for methamphetamine use could have 
on communities.”

By gathering together groups that 
address meth use, Colonna said he hopes to 
create a better understanding of the “con­
tinuum of care” that includes treatment, 
prevention, harm reduction and law 
enforcement.

Dangerous mix
Several of the conference’s presenta­

tions discuss meth’s impact on gay men, 
including sessions on meth use and sexual 
risk for men who have sex with men, meth 
dependence and treatment among gay men 
and a “Tweaking Tips for Party Boys” dis­
cussion by Michael Siever, director of the 
Stonewall Project at the University of 
California, San Francisco.

Recent studies show that 15 percent to 17 
percent of gay men used meth in the last 
three months and as many as 20 percent 
have used in the last year, according to 
Gordon Mansergh, a senior behavioral sci­
entist at the Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention who plan to take part in the con­
ference.

Mansergh also said research drew links 
between men who have sex with men, 

meth use and unprotected sex.
“What we see in over a dozen studies is 

that meth users exhibit greater rates of 
unprotected anal sex than non meth 
users,” he said.

Mansergh added that in a study of 
MSM meth users in Southern California, 
the No. 1 reason for using meth was to 
increase sexual experience.

Michael Shernoff, a professor at the 
Columbia University School of Social Work 
who is scheduled to present at the confer­
ence, is author of the upcoming book 
“Without Condoms: Unprotected Sex, Gay 
Men and Barebacking.”

“A lot of men who might not initially be 
bottoming, I’ve heard this from dozens of 
men, that crystal makes people instant bot­
toms,” Shernoff said. “It increases anal sen­
sitivity It puts them in a position where they 
can be at risk to getting the virus.”

Shernoff said when gay men mix sex, 
meth and erectile dysfunction drugs like 
Viagra, the combination can be dangerous.

“We have research that says a lot of peo­
ple who use crystal who used to suffer from 
crystal dick are using Viagra or one of its 
sister drugs and are no longer having erec­
tile problems. People who were not able to 
get it up can get it up and are doing things 
under crystal that lead to high risk behav­
ior,” he said.

Shernoff said current safer sex messages 
that promote condom use in each sexual 
encounter are no longer effective. Harm
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Luciano Colonna, executive director of the Harm 
Reduction Project, said the organization's upcoming 
conference plans to explore ways to reduce the risk 
of HIV transmission during meth use.

reduction techniques, such as strategic posi­
tioning or making sure the HIV-positive sex­
ual partner bottoms, may be a better mes­
sage for preventing HIV infections, he said.

Likewise, Colonna said current anti­
meth campaigns aren’t effective and that 
harm reduction is a more reasonable path 
toward change.

“Meth equals death, I don’t think is a 
good campaign. I don’t think it’s going to 
stop someone from using meth,” Colonna 
said. “For a lot of people, meth use is a rite 
of passage and it really does increase sex­
ual pleasure.”
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Fostering successful gay and lesbian relationships
Psychotherapist Tony 
Carroll looks at how the 
current climate of hate 
causes stress for gays
By BINNIE FISHER

A psychotherapist by profession, Tony 
Carroll has no trouble recognizing the 
indicators of stress in those who come to 
him for help. That’s why he’s puzzled that 
he failed to recognize it in his own life.

Although he had lost weight after con­
sulting a dietitian Carroll says, he sud­
denly began to gain weight. “Then I got 
this weird bald spot on my head.”

The weight gain continued, and more 
bald spots appeared. During a professional 
meeting with other psychotherapists, 
Carroll says, he mentioned his predicament.

Their diagnosis? Stress.
“Of all the people you’d expect to rec­

ognize the effects of stress, it should be 
me,” he says.

He hadn’t realized, but he was begin­
ning to feel the physical effects of some­
thing that he is seeing more and more in 
his patients. The stress, he says, is caused 
by the current political backlash toward 
gays and lesbians.

“Something is happening with the gay 
and lesbian community as it becomes so 
much the focus of the political manipula­
tion of the right wing,” he says. “We’re 
becoming political scapegoats.”

Although gays and lesbians have 
never enjoyed overall acceptance, Carroll 
says, “We’ve never been part of a politi­
cal process to demonize us.”

Stress, he says, manifests itself when 
people feel helpless to do anything to 
improve their situation in life.

“There’s no venue for us to respond,” 
he says. “We’re absolutely trapped in this 
barrage of those awful, awful attacks. 
There’s this pervasive sense all around 
us that we’re not safe.”

Some people, he says, may even be feel­
ing a sense of loss. After a positive U.S. 
Supreme Court decision overturned the 
Texas sodomy law, there was a sense of 
empowerment.

Then, the Supreme Judicial Court of 
Massachussets issued it’s landmark rul-

O MORE INFO
Successful Dating for Gay Men 
in the 21st Century 
August B & 14 
$145
Future seminars in the fall 
www.HoustonTherapist.com

Psychotherapist Tony Carroll (right) and his partner, dentist Bruce Smith, have been together for 10 years.
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(Photo by Dalton DeHart)

ing seemingly paving the way for same- 
sex marriage in that state.

The backlash to those advancements 
turned the tables as President George Bush 
called for an amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution banning gay marriage. A num­
ber of states rushed to tack anti-gay mar­
riage amendments onto their constitutions.

Texans will vote in November on a 
proposed amendment that would not only 
ban same-sex marriage but would also 
prohibit civil unions.

“This is generating a huge amount of 
stress,” Carroll says.

He suggests that just as he didn t rec­
ognize that the current state of politics 
was wreaking havoc in his own life, most 
people may not realize how they are 
being affected.

Such stress affects not only a person’s 
health and well-being, but also their rela­
tionships.

That’s where Carroll believes he may 

be able to help. He’s beginning a series of 
seminars aimed at helping gays and les­
bians achieve what they want. The first of 
the series scheduled August 13 and 14 is 
aimed at helping gay men achieve dating 
success with appropriate partners. Other 
seminars are planned in the fall.

Gay organizational stress
Carroll said he finds more and more 

that stress is a major concern among those 
he counsels. Not only that, but he finds that 
the stress currently emanating from the 
political situation is affecting gays and les­
bians at an organizational level.

“If you look at famihes where the par­
ents are really mean, the kids can’t strike 
back, so they fight with each other,” he says.

Carroll suggests that infighting 
among gay organizations is directly relat­
ed to the stress that has been created 
nationwide by politicians who use equal 
rights for gays as a wedge issue.

O TONY CARROLL
Birthplace: Murfreesboro, Ark. (pop. 1,100)
Age: 64 (on Sept. 11)
Occupation: Psychotherapist
Home: Houston
Relationship status: Partnered with
Bruce Smith
Kids/Pets: None

The trick, he says, is to learn to deal 
with it appropriately and not let it affect 
health, work and relationships.

Though most don’t realize it, psy­
chotherapy is Carroll’s second career. “I 
was a musician for the first 40 years of 
my life.”

Carroll is a native of Murfreesboro, 
Ark., a town of 1,100 people located about 
40 miles from where Bill Clinton grew up. 
He says he always knew he was different, 
but didn’t have a label for it until he was 
in college.

He was assigned to be the accompanist 
for both a mezzo-soprano and a tenor. He 
and the mezzo might have gotten married 
had it not been for her revelation that she 
believed he was not in love with her but 
with the tenor instead.

Carroll and the tenor ended up in a 
relationship that lasted eight years.

At 40, he went pack to school to 
become a licensed clinical social worker. 
“When I was in grad school, I knew I 
wanted to work with the gay and lesbian 
community,” he says. “I knew the rela­
tionship issue was very important.”

For the past 10 years, Carroll has been 
partnered with Bruce Smith, a Houston 
dentist. Smith was among the founders of 
the Bering Omega Dental Clinic, and 
Carroll says, he has been an asset to his 
own psychotherapy practice.

Whenever he conducts seminars and 
group sessions that touch on the subject 
of relationships, Carroll says, Smith 
weighs in.

“When we were first together, he hap­
pened to walk through one of my group 
sessions in passing,” Carroll said. Smith 
stayed a while, and participants in the 
group began to ask questions.

“People found it incredibly helpful to 
talk to both people in a couple,” he said.

Smith and Carroll met a decade ago at a 
meeting of Log Cabin Republicans. “That 
was when we still had hope that we could 
stop some of the madness. We completely 
gave up during the Clinton impeachment 
hearings. The only thing they (the 
Republicans) were concerned about was 
destroying him and gaining power.”

Over the last decade, Carroll says, he 
and Smith have proven that relationships 
need not be difficult. That’s something 
they hope they can impart in their 
upcoming series of seminars.
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Sue Lovell (right) a candidate for At-Large, Place 
2 on the Houston City Council, got a chance to 
discuss campaign strategy with Chrissy 
Gephardt at a recent Victory Fund event.

i

San Antonio City Council Member Elena 
Guajardo (right) and her partner, Martha 
Oestreich traveled to Houston for a Victory 
Fund event and the Uncommon Legacy Brunch.

(Photos by Dalton DeHart)

14. J'

Attorney Jolanda Jones and Chrissy Gephardt had 
much to talk about during a Victory fund event hon­
oring Gephardt and San Antonio City Council mem­
ber Elena Guajardo.

Among those who turned out for a recent Victory 
Fund event to honor Chrissy Gephardt (right) were 
(from left) City Council candidate Sue Lovell, 
Houston City Controller Annise Parker, Victory Fund 
board member Janine Brunjes, and April Ayers, who 
hosted the party.

Uncommon Legacy Brunch co-chairs Sydnee
White (left) and Tamara Ishee (right) present­
ed the Uncommon Woman award to Chrissy

Shirley Knight (right), pictured with Sally Andrews, 
was one of the award recipients at the Uncommon
Legacy Brunch.

Janie Lopez was presented an 'Extra Mile’ Gephardt (left) and partner, Amy Loder (right) at 
award at the Uncommon Legacy Brunch. the Uncommon Legacy Brunch.

Gephardt, daughter of U.S. Rep. Dick Gephardt.

Rev. Carolyn Mobley (center) talked with Chrissy

■»
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Entertainment at the Uncommon Legacy Brunch was provided by the Gay Men's Chorus Houston, pictured 
with Chrissy Gephardt (left) and Janine Brunjes.
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editorial

Montreal and Chicago 
could learn from Dutch
There's blame to go around on the split that 

created the Gay Games and OutGames, but 

maybe the EuroGames can show a new path.

By CRIS CRAIN

ITH ALL THE RECENT 
attention on the competi­
tion for athlete recruitment 
between next year’s two big 
gay sports festivals, you 
might have missed a small­
er event from which the big 

boys could learn a few things.
The EuroGames, held last month in 

Utrecht, a picturesque city in the center of 
the Netherlands, was just a short train 
ride from Amsterdam. The EuroGames 
are an independent, multi-sport champi­
onship for lesbian and gay athletes from 
all over the continent, held every year the 
Gay Games, of more global scope, aren’t 
scheduled.

The all-volunteer organization that in 
just over a year pulled together the 2005 
EuroGames in Utrecht showed remark­
able enthusiasm despite soaring tempera­
tures and the inevitable logistical snags.

The event, staged June 16-19, featured 
more than 3,000 athletes from 44 countries, 
including some from outside Europe, com­
peting in nine different sports, including 
track and field, swimming, soccer and 
same-sex ballroom dancing.

Recruiting representatives were pres­
ent in Utrecht from both of the worldwide 
gay sports events scheduled for next year: 
the Gay Games in Chicago and the 
OutGames in Montreal.

FOR THOSE UNAWARE OF THE CON- 
troversy that resulted in these two com­
peting events, Montreal initially won the 
bid for the 2006 Gay Games after treating 
the Gay Games selection committee to a 
lavish display during the city’s annual 
DiversCite Gay Pride festival in 2001.

After Sept. 11, Montreal backers even 
played upon fears of terrorist attacks to 
steer the Games away from the U.S. cities 
that were also bidding, including 
Chicago, Atlanta and Los Angeles.

But after Montreal was named the host 
city negotiations between the Federation of 
Gay Games and Canadian organizers broke 
down over money issues. Instead of com­
promising, the two sides parted ways and

Iftf
the FGG awarded the 2006 bid to Chicago. 
Since then, Montreal organizers reorgan­
ized their event under the name OutGames, 
and it’s scheduled just two weeks apart 
from the Gay Games in Chicago.

To make matters worse for the thou­
sands of gay athletes worldwide caught 
in the middle, Montreal organizers creat­
ed a new organization, the Gay & Lesbian 
International Sports Association, aimed 
at perpetuating the schism.

GLISA has announced plans to hold com­
peting gay sports events in the future as well, 
albeit on different years than the Gay Games. 
The next OutGames is scheduled for 2009, 
one year before the quadrennial Gay Games, 
and GUSA now claims that groups from 
Beriin, Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paolo have 
expressed interest in bidding to host the 
OutGames.

THERE’S PLENTY OF FAULT TO GO 
around in the Gay Games/OutGames 
split. As much as the athletes, volunteers 
and visitors at past Gay Games enjoyed 
their experience, FGG organizers have an 
embarrassing history of overseeing 
financially strapped Games that stiffed 
vendors and sponsors alike.

At times, supportive governments 
have been forced to step in at the last 
minute to bail out financially bankrupt 
Gay Games operations.

The rift with Montreal springs from that 
difficult past, as FGG organizers pleaded 
with the Quebecois to reduce their budget 
expectations from more grandiose expecta­
tions. Still, the FGG showed far too much 
bravado imposing their view of proper 
financial planning that was justified, given 
their own shoddy history in that area.

The Montreal organizers, on the other 
hand, bought into the Gay Games selec­
tion process and should have negotiated 
and compromised in better faith. The 2006 
Games were never their event, and having 
aggressively (some would use less kind 
words) beaten out the competition for the 
2006 bid, the Montreal organizers had two 
legitimate choices: accept the FGG budget 
limitations or cancel their event.

Their decision to walk away from the 
Gay Games and put on a competing event

was a betrayal to the Gay Games athletes, 
volunteers and supporters, and it also 
betrayed motivations steeped more in 
money and ego than the spirit of unified 
sporting competition embodied in the Gay 
Games ideal.

The unilateral actions of the Montreal
organizers are the type you’d expect from 
ugly Americans; only Americans would 
never get away with it.

The contrast between Montreal’s 
OutGames and the EuroGames in Utrecht 
couldn’t be starker. To be sure, the Dutch 
organizers were bursting with pride for 
their city and their event, but it had next 
to nothing to do with dollars and tourism 
and everything to do with the good graces 
of a well-intentioned host.

The spirit of unified competition and 
the creation of new friendships permeated 
the event, even as recruiters from 
Montreal and Chicago sought to poach ath­
letes wherever possible for their ventures 
next year.

It’s probably too late to save next 
year’s gay sporting championships. They 
will undoubtedly be remembered like the 
Olympics of Moscow and Los Angeles, 
when small-minded governments let poli­
tics interfere with sport. The Montreal 
and Chicago games deserve the asterisks 
that will always accompany their accom­
plishments. Hopefully clearer minds will 
prevail before 2009 and 2010 roll around.

If GLISA organizers are truly commit­
ted to the idyllic rhetoric of their found­
ing documents, then they would reorgan­
ize into something akin to the
EuroGames, and create a North 
American or Pan Am gay sporting com­
petition, to be held two years before and 
after the regularly 
scheduled Gay 
Games.

Chris Crain is 
executive editor of 
the Houston Voice 

and can be reached at 
ccrain@houstonvoice.com.
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letters
Transgender woman return­
ing to Houston and seeking 
resources and employment
To the Editors,

I have recently found the 
HoustonVoice.com. The publication is 
good, but I don’t see much directly 
including the TG/TS community.

I am a Texan by birth who grew up in 
Houston, as well as a pre-op transsexual 
and have been living in Colorado for the 
last nine years, and I am currently pur­
suing my move back to the Houston area. 
I have become out of touch with the 
transsexual community in Houston and 
was wondering if anyone could help me 
out rediscovering my community (i.e. 
local hang outs for meeting people, a 
good area to seek residence, etc.)

I appreciate the individuals who take 
the time to read and respond to this. I am 
also looking for employment with a 
LGBT-supportive atmosphere if anyone 
can help with that.

MEREDITH
meredith_tg@yahoo.com

Gay marriage may teach 
gays some 'family values'
To the Editors:

Chris Crain’s July 29 editorial (“Ask 
Roberts one big question”) gives a sober­
ing view of how Justice John Roberts 
may view the Fourteenth Amendment, 
which often justifies upholding individu­
als’ fundamental rights from majoritari­
an intrusion, especially on “moral” 
grounds.

I want to ask exactly what the majori­
ty considers “immoral” about my incli-

ONtr A ^MALL

TO GET TO EC^ALITT

JUSTICE

PREJUDICE

IN
KAJAUTr

nations and private behavioral choices.
Beyond the obvious religious founda­

tion of many intrusive moral values, the 
feedback I get from some people is that by 
avoiding heterosexual marriage with chil­
dren and all the infrastructure for care­
taking that family formation provides, I 
am shirking family responsibility

I seem aloof and unemotional around 
issues of biological kinship, satisfied 
with what looks to others like a world 
filled with fantasy

Gay marriage and gay adoption, if 
allowed, could go a long way in encourag­
ing the sharing of family responsibility 
and in promoting personal goals that 
take into consideration the needs of oth­
ers and that welcome dependents.

Others are concerned not just that I 
compete with them in the same economic 
space without sharing their burdens. 
They feel that my life expresses narcis­
sistic values that demean them. This is 
particularly the case with people who 

have a large psychological and emotional 
investment in procreation, marriage and 
parenting.

Recent family eldercare issues have 
forced me to deal with the family respon­
sibility that others take for granted life­
long. Forced socialization with filial 
responsibility, whether chosen or not, 
may eventually become the underbelly of 
the gay marriage debate.

BILL BOUSHKA
Arlington, Va.

exec 
teenagers, 
reportedly for 
being gay. What 
can the 
international 
community do to 
prevent such 
atrocities?

The international community 
should publicize these crimes 
and make sure that it is commu­
nicated to Iran that executions 
will not be tolerated. 
Communication followed by 
action through government enti­
ties working with the Iranian 
government.

TAMMI WALLACE, 36 
Houston 

Business consultant

* 1

Certainly this would warrant a 
strong condemnation from the 
United Nationa. Sadly, we have 
plenty to clean up in our own 
backyard as well.

HREY COUNTS, 39 
Houston 

Real estate broker

■

On Dec. 10,1948, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations 
adopted and proclaimed the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. This declaration guaran­
tees the rights of all people and 
encompasses a broad spectrum 
of economic, social, cultural, 
political and civil rights. The 
international community can and 
should review and embrace this 
beautiful proclamation of human 
dignity, www.hrusa.org.

It should be part of international 
policy, such as monitored by the 
United Nations, to prohibit the 
needless killing of individuals 
based on sexual orientation.

CHRISTINA GOMEZ, 25 
Houston 

Psychotherapist

The international community 
should voice opposition to this 
atrocity and all human rights 
violations. The GLBT community 
in the United States needs to 
continue fighting for our rights 
or our country could soon 
become as barbaric as countries 
like Iran.

scon SIMPSON, 50 
Houston 

Accountant

KATHY HUBBARD, Over 21 
Houston 

Tax consultant

Sound off about what's happening in your world at www.houstonvoice.com/soundoff. Interviews and photos by Dalton DeHart
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Good neighbors 
A gay couple won the 

grand prize on a never 
aired TV reality show
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GAY TRUCK DRIVERS FIND FREEDOM AND 

ACCEPTANCE IN RUGGED INDUSTRY

on the .
open road

By RYAN LEE

□
 OR CAROL WATKINS, LIFE IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT OF AN 

18-wheel truck opened up roads and worlds she never thought she 
would experience.“It’s like I’m on a paid vacation sometimes,” says Watkins, who 
recently returned to her hometown of Chapel Hill, Tenn., after deliv­
ering a haul to Canada.

“I’ve seen parts of the country that I would’ve never been able to 
afford to visit if I wasn’t on the road,” she says.

Watkins, who first started driving trucks in 1971 and returned in 1999 after raising 
two children, previously worked on the shipping-and-receiving side of the trucking 
industry.

But she says nothing beats the freedom of the open road.
There are numerous professional perks for gay truck drivers who race up and down 

America’s highways each day and see every part of the country while potentially making 
more than $1,000 per week.

FOR SOME GAY MALE TRUCK DRIVERS IN PARTICULAR, THE PROFESSION 
also provides a nationwide network of anonymous sex and the admiration of “truck 
chasers” — men who cruise highway rest stops and Internet trucking groups looking 
to fulfill their “trucker stud” fantasies.

But life in the fast lane can be tough, according to several gay truckers who say that 
they and their colleagues regularly struggle with loneliness and poor health.

“It’s a hard living; it’s a really hard living,” says Scott Langley, a driver who 
retired after 11 years as part of a road team with his partner, Tim Page.

“You’re away from home for weeks at a time, you don’t have a social life and 
you find yourself alone when you’re a single driver,” Langley says. “But some­
times it makes it even harder when it’s a team and you’re with that person for 
long periods of time.

“When somebody first goes out on the road, within the first week they know 
whether they’re cut out for it,” says Langley, who along with Page owns two trucks 
driven by two gay male teams.

Timothy Anderson started trucking in Alaska during his early 20s. He was drawn 
to the profession by the freedom and independence it provided.

“I could never figure out where I wanted to live on the West Coast, and trucking 
allowed me to avoid making that decision by waking up someplace different every­
day,” says Anderson, president of the Gay Trucker’s Association, www.gaytrucker- 
sassn.org.

Some two decades later, Anderson says that his independence came at a cost.
“Your friend’s fives keep going while you’re on the road, and I became very much 

isolated within the trucking culture to the point where all of my friends were truck 
drivers,” Anderson says.

Truck drivers were among the earliest and most loyal fans of the Derek & Romaine Show 
on Sirius Satellite Radio’s gay channel. Out Q, teaching host Romaine Patterson about the var­
ied interests and exploits of gay and lesbian truckers.

“I think the hardest thing gay and lesbian truckers face is that being in a truck for

Either as solo drivers or as a team, gay and lesbian truck drivers are crisscrossing the United States and carving 
out a unique subculture. Gay male truckers say it can be a candy store for cruising as well as a hard living.

such long periods is very hard on any type of relationship,” Patterson says. “There 
are definitely the truckers who enjoy the ‘pickle park’ with the best of them, but the 
calls that really stand out in my mind are from the ones who are really having a hard 
time meeting other truckers and friends while out on the road.”

IN ADDITION TO REGULAR BOUTS OF LONELINESS, GAY AND LESBIAN TRUCK 
drivers also have to deal with being stereotyped, Anderson says.

“I’m not sure who gets the worst rap — whether it’s the typical dyke image lesbian 
drivers usually get, or the trucker stud image that a lot of gay porn seems to enforce, 
and that’s not necessarily accurate either,” he says.

But the popular image of gay truck drivers searching for — and finding — anony­
mous sexual partners along their routes accurately describes Langley and Page’s 
experience.

“Every rest area we went
to, we were being cruised by Please see GAY TRUCKERS on Page 19

QUEER EMOTION: The final QAF was a bit like the death 
of a great aunt whom you saw only on holidays. PAGE 14

OPEN FOR DINNER: Rustika adds dinner to its repertoire 
of heavenly pastries and decadent cakes. PAGE 15
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RETHINK

Logo, the new lesbian 
and gay channel from 
MTV Networks.

KJ
DIRECTV

rethink tv

DIRECTV® is proud to be the first and only 
television service to carry Logo nationwide.

Experience it in 100% digital quality on 
Channel 263.

To order, call 1-800-DIRECTV 
or go to DIRECTV.com.
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ANTHEM with DJ Michael Kessler from Aqu

Resident DJ Mark D from XM Satellite

PARTY CENTRAL with DJ Real from P
Providing an explosive mix of HEP- HOP & HOUS 

Drink Specials! Dres code strictly enforced. Admission not guafahte^d 
18+

'r C-W'S

it’s rich's birthday
F=F=IF=^“r,-rJ LUI”ri—I 1—1S

SATURDAY AUGUST 27th

with diva vocalist on many mega-dance
hits including "T CH. HI? 'ACH's: ,
" ■ . . ”and
” I r < x ? ( ‘I i- xjf rt ( H**• x. . i ’9 1 *• J 1. t • ; *k . ' x- ' J J - •

Pickets available online at
richs-houston.coni orat M2M Fashic
3400 Montrose

Ticket holders enjox a weekend pass 
tor the concert on Saturday and free 
admission to the Sunday Pool Party 
+ T-Dance at 5 featuring DJ Mark D 
(XM Radio) Saturday, 21-s - DJ 
Michael Kessler Sunday, 18+

>n

reclaim your nightlife

Always proudly serving the GLBT community of I louston 
2401 SAN JACINTO • HOLSTON I EXAS • 713.759.9610 

vvww.richs~ houston .com

evision BRIAN MOYLAN

Even for those who stopped watching a 

long time ago, the final episode of 'Queer 

As Folk’ was a tear-jerking pleasure.

Queerly emotional
YES, I WAS A BIG “QUEER AS FOLK” 
hater. For years, every time the popular 
Showtime gay drama started up another 
season, released another DVD or dropped 
a new CD compilation I would grunt and 
roll my eyes.

“Not that tired old thing, again,” I 
would say to myself (and sometimes out 
loud).

After the second season, I stopped watch­
ing entirely As far as I was concerned, it 
could continue on with its outlandish plots, 
cartoon-like characters, mediocre acting and 
preachy premises without me as a witness.

Last Sunday, however, when the final 
“QAF” episode of the show’s fifth and 
final season aired, I tuned in for the first 
time in three years and found myself sur­
prisingly moved.

ALL OF THE STORYLINES WRAPPED 
up fairly neatly

Melanie (Michelle Clunie) and 
Lindsay (Thea Gill), who recently recon­
ciled after a messy breakup over a sexual 
indiscretion, moved with their two chil­
dren to Canada, where they could legally 
get married and raise them in a much 
more gay-friendly environment.

Michael (Hal Sparks) and Ben 
(Robert Gant), who bought a house in 
the suburbs during the show’s final sea­
son, adopted the sometimes-troubled 
Hunter (Harris Allen), much to Debbie’s 
(Sharon Gless) delight.

Ted (Scott Lowell) and Emmett (Peter 
Paige) found opportunities for love 
(maybe) with two hotties from their 
pasts. Ted acknowledged that he would be 
just fine with or without a man, though 
he spent the better part of the final sea­
son worrying about his looks and looking 
for love in all the wrong places.

As for Brian (Gale Harold) and Justin 
(Randy Harrison), they called off their 
wedding so Justin could pursue an art 
career in New York. Brian, a changed 
man, stayed behind, possibly to resurrect 
the bombed-out Babylon.

And in the final scene, a remembrance 
of the series’ early episodes as a trail­
blazing sexpot, the whole gang could be 
seen partying at the club.

I was sobbing.
It was a bit like the death of a great 

aunt. Here’s this family member that 
you’re not especially close to and only see 
on holidays and special occasions. She 
was a bit feeble and annoying at times, 
but once she’s gone, you remember just 
how much she meant to you.

Even if you didn’t watch “QAF,” it was 
always there: at Pride, advertised in gay 
magazines, touring a version of Babylon 
to cities around the country. You couldn’t

Brian (Gale Harold, left) and Michael (Hal Sparks) 
shared a final dance at Babylon on the final episode 
of Showtime’s 'Queer As Folk.' (Photo courtesy of 
Showtime)

get rid of it.
That’s part of what was good about it. 

Even though it had a huge straight fol­
lowing, it was the first show that was 
entirely ours. What is Pride going to be 
like without a “QAF” actor or two?

That visibility is a credit to its execu­
tive producers, Ron Cowan and Daniel 
Lipman, and its actors, three of whom 
are openly gay — Gant (Ben), Harrison 
(Justin) and Paige (Emmett). All of them 
were always willing to talk to the gay 
press, attend gay events and fund-raisers, 
and even campaign for political causes 
during the last presidential election.

“I think in retrospect it was ground­
breaking in comparison to anything that 
has been done on TV before with gay con­
tent,” says Stephen Tropiano, author of 
“The Primetime Closet” and an authority 
on the history of gay television. “They 
delivered what they promised: a sexually 
explicit show. There really isn’t anything 
to take its place, at this time.”

Today with three gay television net­
works (Here!, Logo and Q Television) and 
counting, there will be plenty more shows 
with gay and lesbian themes. Plenty of 
them (I hope) will include some hot sex 
scenes and be involved in community work.

But “Queer As Folk” was first. It was 
brave, bold and pioneering. For that, we 
should be proud.
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Rustika Cafe and Bakery is now dishing up 

dinner fare along with the delicious pastries 

and decadent cakes for which it is known

Comfort food with a kick
RUSTIKA CAFE AND BAKERY HAS 
been serving up delicious pastries, 
breakfasts and lunches for a couple of 
years. Now, dinner has been added to 
the repertoire.

With the opening of the giant 
Lakewood Church, restaurants in the 
Greenway Plaza and West University area 
are expanding their menus and extending 
their hours to meet increased demand. 
Rustika Cafe is now open later and has 
added a few items to the menu for the 
dinner crowd.

Rustika Cafe is a friendly and welcom­
ing place. Charming murals cover the 
walls, including one of a window with a 
view. Light wood tables, and a terracotta 
accent wall lend a warm, comfy feel.

Two large display cases show off the 
plethora of baked goodies, from inventive 
cookies to mouthwateringly rich cakes. 
Or try one of the many varieties of 
empanadas. It’s hard to go wrong with 
any pastry at Rustika.

The menus hang over the counter, or 
pick up one of the photocopied to-go 
menus, which contain a few additional 
items. Daily specials are advertised on a 
chalkboard.

At lunchtime, the half sandwich, salad 
and soup combo ($8.75) is a good place to 
start. The robust tortilla soup had a stur­
dy tomato base, and came topped with 
crispy tortilla strips.

For my sandwich I chose the chicken 
salad, a tangy combo of white meat, 
mango mayonnaise and celery. Piled 
high on thick slices of homemade 
wheat bread, it’s more than enough for 
a meal. The mixed green salad on the 
side came topped with almond slices 
and mandarin orange, and a spicy vine­
gar dressing added punch. Add a few 
freshly fried chips and some homemade 
salsa and you have more than enough 
for a meal. It even comes with a cookie 
- your choice from the tantalizing 
array in the case.

The empanadas ($2.99 each) make a 
good snack or meal. The chicken empana­
da is a little like chicken pot pie in a half 
moon shape - corn, peas and carrots fill 
out the mixture in the light and flaky pas­
try. Or try the slightly sweet pumpkin 
empanada - one bite and you’ll feel like 
its Thanksgiving.

The “new” items on the menu are 
open-faced sandwich melts. The turkey 
and sundried tomato ($7.25) is huge, and 
comes with the delicious salad. The sun- 
dried tomatoes were replaced with thin 
tomato slices, and instead of the grilled 
turkey breast promised on the menu, it 
was sliced sandwich meat. Despite these 
missteps, it was still tasty.

THE DINNER OPERATION STILL HAS 
a few kinks to work out. There’s a new din­
ner menu, but only one copy of it was avail­
able when we visited, and it was already in 
use. Eventually another copy was rustled 
up, but it did add a bit of confusion.

At $13.95 the shrimp tacos seemed a lit­
tle expensive. Three tacos filled out the 
main course, along with chips and salsa 
and a cool, chunky guacamole. The 
shrimp were perfectly done, and, as per 
usual, it was more than enough food. It 
comes with the usual salad or soup 
choice and this time I tried the potato 
soup, which is creamy and decadent and 
almost a meal by itself.

Don’t miss breakfast at Rustika. The 
migas Mexicana ($7.95) are a magical blend 
of onions, tomatoes, jalapenos and tortilla 
strips all scrambled with eggs. These migas 
are truly some of the best I’ve had.

Or try the pancakes ($6.75), a thick, 
doughy variety. For a real treat, order 
them with dulce de leche, for a rich 
caramel indulgence.

Whatever you do, be sure to leave 
room for dessert. From a simple cinna­
mon piglet cookie to a massive slab of 
chocolate fudge cake, there’s something 
for everyone.

If you’re looking for a simple, pleasant 
spot with dependably good Latin fusion 
food and fabulous desserts, this is the 
place. It’s comfort food with a kick.

Rustika Cafe 
& Bakery

3237 SW Freeway 
713-665-6226

Food: W »
Service: !•! !•! m »i
Value: »l»l»ll/2
Scene: WM1W1/2
r = Stay home and eat cereal 
»l »l = Well, if you really must 
»l »l »l = Fine for all but the finicky 
»l »l »l »l =Worth more than a 

20-minute drive
W Wl !•! =As good as you'll 

find in this city
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® BRO AD WAYm Houston
GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! • sept. 20 - oct. 2 • hobby center 

BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com or can 713-629-3700
houstonAchronicle Groups of 20 or more: 713-693-2692

Tickets also available at all ticketmaster location*; 99M

velAyC
WITH US UPPER DECK HOTEL & BAR SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

•30 MINUTES FROM MEXICO
•TWO HOT TUBS
• NEW HEATED SWIMMING POOL
• BAR AND RESTAURANT

SPLASH 
OCT 6-9

FISHING, HORSEBACK RIDING, WIND SURFING, 
SAILING AND MUCH MORE!
1/2 BLOCK FROM THE BEACH
TRAVEL AGENT BOOKINGS WELCOME

UPPER DECK HOTEL & BAR
o u t k ""f7a X v e (si A 14. A / Y V X? A .S 

956-761-5953 • GayPadre@UpperDeckHotel.com

www.UpperDeckHotel.com
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Federal health officials 

estimate that 300,000 

Americans are HIV-positive 

and don't know it

713-830-3000
215 Westheimer • Houston, IX 7/OOh 
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LASER HAIR REMOVAL
$125 PER AREA

PHOTO FACIAL
$225 EACH

BOTOX
$13/UNIT

713.46.LASER
JOHN BERGERON. M.D.

We’ll Beat Any Advertised Price!

Executive Adult
Superstore
& Theatre

14002 Northwest Frwy 
(Hwy 290) between 
Tidwell & Fairbanks- 

N. Houston

713-462-5100
www.executiveXXXvideo.com

voice

editor

Send resumes, clips and references by e-mail 
ccrain@window-media.com . No phone calls, please.

The Houston Voice is seeking an aggressive, skilled editor. Applicants should have 
five years of journalism experience including editing, headline writing, news and fea­
ture reporting, familiarity with gay/lesbian issues, and be comfortable with deadlines. 
The Voice offers competitive salary and benefits.
The Houston Voice is a Window Media newspaper and an equal opportunity employer.

elife JOHNNY HOOKS

Ann Margaret's in Lake Charles, they're cruising 

at Rich's, the latest fashions on view in Midtown 

and Dixie Carter and Hal Holbrook Act OUT

’Act OUT' in H-Town
WELCOME BACK TO Ho VO ON THE 
Go-Go. This week we’ll show you sever­
al upcoming events that are simply 
must see! So get out your day planner 
and a pen and save the date!

FIRST THOUGH A FEW FABULOUS 
events that are happening this weekend 
and next week. Saturday, August 13, 
Keys West and Copa Productions pres­
ents “The Faces Contest.” Sign up by 6:00 
p.m. and expect the competition to be hot 
and fierce. You did know every Sunday 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. those darlings, Stella 
and Joe grill yummy burgers and links 
on the deck. Yes honey! All monies raised 
benefit E.R.S.I.C.S.S. Keys West is at 817 
West Dallas at Arthur. Give them a shout 
at 713-571-7870.

ALSO ON SATURDAY, RICH’S 
presents Cruise! A Night of

Leather, Levis & Uniform (Yes sir!) 
with the Men of Manwatch from New 
Orleans. Come cruise at Houston’s 
biggest leather dance night only at the 
legendary Rich’s. While there enjoy 
$2.50 Domestics and Imports.

Music by Big Boy DJ Eric Willems of 
Chain Drive, Phoenix & Southern 
Decadence New Orleans fame. Also see the 
uber hot Jay Armstrong from Titan Video 
Productions dancing all night! 21 and up 
only for this decadent evening please. 
www.rich-houston.com or call 713-759-9606.

FA-FA-FA FASHION! JOIN FASHION 
Group International, Inc. of Houston 
and the Downtown Alliance Emerging 
Leaders for an evening of high-speed fash­
ion and rock n’ roll! Preview the works of 
Houston’s hottest new esigners including 
Brigget Beatty, Alex Chapman, Kia 
Gardner, Ruby Marquez, Michelle Ngo 
and Silvio Ortega. Millennia Models will 
strut down the runway to the edgy sounds 
of local band Friends of the Enemy. 
Other highlights will include a silent auc­
tion featuring faboo fashion packages and 
a chance to win round trip airline tickets. 
Proceeds benefit Houston Downtown 
Alhance Emerging Leaders Young 
Professionals Group and Fashion Group 
International, Inc. of Houston. The event 
takes place on Thursday, August 18 from 
7 to 9 p.m. at Advantage BMW 
Midtown, 2101 San Jacinto at Gray 
Cocktails provided by Absolut Vodka with 
appetizers by Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse 
& Wine Bar and Massa’s Restaurant 
Tickets are $25.00 in advance or $30.00 at 
door and are available online at 
wwwdowntownhouston.org or by calling 
713-658-8938. Valet parking $5. Enter from 
San Jacinto at Webster.

HOVO on the g-gitfci iiwro-go
PAD AND PEN READY? OK LET’S 
see what coming up soon!

FIRST, IT LOOKS LIKE A TRIP EAST 
to L’Auberge du Lac, the new mega 
casino in Lake Charles will definitely 
be in order. Why? The one and only 
Miss Ann Margret is coming! HotGG 
loves Miss Margret and she hasn’t been 
in this neck of the woods in a long 
while. Margret plays the Event Center 
on Thursday, August 25 and Friday, 
August 26 only!

Tickets are a mere $30 for stadium 
seating and $50 for floor seating.

To get your tickets now for a sure to 
be sold out show, call 1-866-355-7711

WHILE HERE AT HOME ANOTHER OF 
HotGG’s fave actress is coming! The 
Alley Theatre’s “Act OUT”, a subscrip­
tion series for gay and lesbian theatre 
fans, heads into its second season with a 
variety of events and productions that 
will once again have Houston’s GLBT 
community talking. Act OUT attendees 
enjoy fabulous pre-show events where 
they can meet Alley artists, mingle with 
fellow audience members, and enjoy 
music, cocktails and appetizers from 
Houston’s finest restaurants. Then, the 
party keeps going with a production from 
the Tony Award-winning Alley Theatre.

GATHERING THE FIRST THURSDAY 
after each Hubbard Stage opening, Act 
OUT’s first evening features Ken Ludwig’s 
World Premiere comedy “Be My Baby” 
on Thursday, October 6, featuring Hal 
Halbrook and Dixie Carter, TV’s Julia 
Sugarbaker from Designing Women! Too 
bad her TV sis Delta Burke isn’t coming 
too. Act OUT subscriptions begin at $136 
per person and can be purchased online at 
www.alleytheafre.org, or by calling 713-228- 
8421 and mentioning Act OUT. Individuals 
are also invited to attend Act OUT events 
with the purchase of a single ticket.

If you have any club announcements or 
events, email them to 

jhooks@houstonvoice.com or call 
713-529.-8490. See you on the Go-Go!
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IB* ■ dishThere's a Fine Line Between Telling the Truth and Talking Trash

Where the heart is
Gay couple wins a reality 
home, Melissa Etheridge 
is on the mend, and D.C 
welcomes a guest star.

That sage poet ROBERT FROST once 
wrote that “good fences make good 
neighbors” and, apparently, so do gay 
couples. At least that was the decision on 
ABC’s never-aired reality show 
“Welcome to the Neighborhood.”

The network pulled the show just days 
before it’s July 10 premiere due to 
complaints that it was racially insensitive 
and may even violate fair housing laws.

The premise was to let three white, 
conservative, Christian families choose 
the family that gets to move into a vacant 
$400,000 luxury home in an affluent 
suburb of Austin, Texas. The families 
competing for the house were African- 
American, Latino, Korean-American, 
Wiccan, tattoo-covered and gay

The Chicago Tribune reported that 
the gay couple, Steve and John Wright, 
who have an adopted son, won the house.

Howard Witt, who wrote the Tribune 
article and lives in the neighborhood 
where the show was filmed, saw all six 
episodes at a special screening for area 
residents. He says that in the final episode, 
the choice comes down to the Wrights and 
the African-American family. The judges 
chose the Wrights because their current 
dwelling was more well kept, Witt said.

While the show was meant to teach 
tolerance and show how the judging 
families eventually accepted the families 
that were not like their own, not 
everyone on the cul-de-sac got the 
message. Witt said in his article that 
after the Wrights moved in, the people 
who own the house behind them put 
their property up for sale, saying they 
didn’t want to live near a gay couple.

Welcome to the neighborhood, indeed.

Coming back strong
Lesbian rock star MELISSA 

ETHERIDGE announced last week that 
she is cancer-free.

“I stand before you a totally healthy 
person,” Etheridge 
told the entertain­
ment news show 
“Extra.”

Etheridge, 44, 
announced last 
October that she 
had breast cancer 
and subsequently 
underwent surgery
and chemotherapy Melissa Etheridge 
to fight the disease. 
She performed with no hair at the 
Grammy Awards ceremony in February, 
and now sports a short, cropped haircut.

** " J

Octavio Barrios, M.D.
Carol Donnelly. P.A.-C

Gay couple Steve and John Wright, standing with 
their son, won a $400,000 house on ABC's never- 
aired reality show 'Welcome to the Neighborhood.’ 
(Photo courtesy of ABC)

Etheridge told “Extra” that her partner, 
actor TAMMY LYNN MICHAELS, helped 
her throughout the ordeal. “At the end of 
the whole thing, when it was over, I came 
home to a bouquet that said, Tn sickness 
and in health,”’ she said. “And the love and 
support of someone like that is worth all 
the money in the world.”

Etheridge also said she and Michaels 
are planning to have a child together. 
The singer has two children with former 
partner JULIE CYPHER, thanks to a 
donation from rocker DAVID CROSBY.

The women plan to use another sperm 
source this time, Etheridge said.

Etheridge is slated to release a 
greatest hits album titled “The Road Less 
Traveled” in October. The new disc will 
include the version of JANIS JOPLIN’s 
“Piece of My Heart” that Etheridge sang 
at the Grammy’s and a cover of TOM 
PETTY’s “Refugee.”

Kidman comes to town
D.C. is better known for its politicians 

and lobbyists than for its actors, musicians 
and celebrities. However, we’ll be getting a 
noted luminary this fall when NICOLE 
KIDMAN comes to town to film the sci-fi
thriller “Invasion,” according to a news 
release from Warner Bros.

In the movie, an update of “Invasion of
the Body 
Snatchers,” Kidman 
plays a local 
psychiatrist who 
must protect her 
son while surviving 
the invasion.

Dish would like 
to invite the very 
single Kidman out 
for drinks at one of Nicole Kidman
our city’s finer gay
establishments. She can assure Kidman
that none of the queens will hit on her, 
though they might ask her for some 
secondhand Chanel gowns.

4^ Send comments, suggestions to
| Dish@houstonvoice.com

*** Anniversary Special *** 50% package discount!
We specialize in cosmetic laser procedures

Gay owned and operated!

FREE Consultations!

106 Westheimer
at Bagby and Westheimer

2.SKIN
(7546)

Hair Removal
Enhanced Skin Rejuvenation 
removes blemishes and wrinkles: 

an alternative to facelift. 
Acne (Active & Scars) 

Rosacea, Shaving Bumps
Face & Leg Veins 

Laser Peel/Resurfacing 
Restylane® Botox® 

Sculptra™

0

£

We're tail waggin' good...no woofin'!

professional pet sitting services

ALEXIS SALAZAR
OWNER

SERVING HOUSTON'S 
INNER LOOP

t 832.338.8307
f 713.636.9473
asalazarl 88@houston.rr.com

INSURED & BONDED

iK.SSJ,

END OF SUMMER SPECIAL

1216 WESTHEIMER 
713-942-8267 (TANS)

PER MONTH
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Just because the state 
does not recognize it.

Does not mean you can’t.

Galaxie Jewelers
We Create the Unusual

2511 Sunset Blvd, (near Kirby)
713.521.2511

2001 MCAF Diamond Star Award of AMaK.A
Houston Voice Readers Choice — Best Jeweler of the City 2004

TheGalaxieJewelers.com

Member

AUSSIEBUM

CUMMING 3
GO SOFTWEAR

MANY MORE »

co:
r.

photos by davidlewisimages

NEW JEWELRY 
INCLUDING 

WATCHES

CHECK OUT
OUR WEEKLY

SPECIALS

CALIFORNIA
MUSCLE PRIVATE

FITTING ROOMS

& . . 5®-'
♦

GAY OWNED
& OPERATED Xfe

415 WestheimenFlt
TUE-SA1

OVER 2000 ITEMS
• IN THE STORE

•713.527.8499
M

...we’

HEMORRHOIDS?
Why Suffer Needlessly?

Non-Surqical “Lunch-Hour” Procedure 
Virtually Painless • Affordable 

PARK PLAZA GASTROENTEROLGY & ASSOCIATES 
Experienced Board Certified M.D.

Plaza Medical Center • Museum District

1200 Binz Street • Suite 1198 
713.522.1788 

www.FredWorthMD.com

local cover story 

'Tamalalia' is no garden-variety 
memoir for the stage
TAMALIA, continued from Page 1

scenery, and been involved in every other 
aspect of the musical extravaganzas that 
tell the various parts of her life. She has 
been helped by the hilarious and talented 
troupe of actors, dancers and bohemians 
with whom she surrounds herself.

There’s nothing garden-variety about 
“Tamalalia.” The first one was staged al 
fresca at the Orange Show Theater, where 
Cooper cooked the entire audience 
spaghetti at the end of the show.

The second was on a school bus that 
gave a tour Cooper lead of memorable 
places in her life. Audience members 
were driven from one performance site to 
the next. She recalls, “We wanted to 
extend, but it was the end of June and 
the traffic made us miss cues and every­
one was just sweating!”

The show then moved to Stages for 
four “Tamalalia” productions that ranged 
in theme from a cocktail party with fur­
niture from Coopers real-life living room, 
a campout where she finds the ranger 
man of her life, to an homage to screw­
ball comedies that featured gangsters, 
showgirls and keystone cops.

Now Cooper and her troupe have 
incorporated her favorite pieces as well 
as audience favorites for “Tamalalia 10” 
-The Greatest Hits Show.

Cooper was born in Chicago, 
September 9,1970 on a kitchen table to 
hippy parents with the song “Let It Be” 
playing. She has a younger brother named 
Cortlandt, 18, who she says is a “complete 
Victorian dandy. The canes, the three-piece 
suits, everything. He’d probably be mad 
because he’d say he was Edwardian.”

After moving around “40 or so times” 
over the years, she reluctantly came to 
Houston from Austin. She enrolled in High 
School for the Performing and Visual Arts 
where she met many of the people who 
would not only help the “Tamalalia” series 
come to life but who would also become life­
long friends.

The Houston Voice spoke with Cooper 
about going out on top in “Tamalalia 10.”

HOUSTON VOICE: YOU HAVE SUCH 
a wonderful gay sensibility Ms. Cooper.

Tamarie Cooper: (Laughs) I have 
always said I am a gay man trapped on a 
woman’s body! I have friend who always 
says if he were a woman he’d be me, so 
maybe it balances.

Voice: Is that because of the way you 
were brought up?

Cooper: I was born into this very liber­
al, hippy, open environment. I was never

O MORE INFO
Tamalalia 10' 
Through Sept. 3 
The Axiom 
2524 McKinney 
713-522-8443

Actress Tamarie Cooper decided a decade ago that 
her life story would make a good stage production, 
and she now completing the tenth installment of it.

exposed to the thought that being gay or 
lesbian is wrong or different. Growing 
up, my mother’s best friend was a lesbian 
with a long-term partner and I would go 
and stay with them in the summer. I 
knew they were a couple and shared a 
bed. It was like comparing a red head to a 
blond. So your point is?

Voice: And attending H.S.P.V.A. proba­
bly shielded you even more than most 
young people.

Cooper: Well, that’s true and also not 
really true. Yeah, I hung around with the 
drama people, even though I was a dance 
major. Being gay, or realizing you were 
gay was common.

Voice: A lot of talented people have 
come from H.S.P.V.A. Anyone famous that 
was in your class?

Cooper: Probably the most recogniza­
ble person who was there when I was 
there was Renee O’Connor who played 
Xena’s sidekick/partner Gabrielle.

Voice: Let’s talk about how 
“Tamalalia” the experience began.

Cooper: I was at Cecil’s Pub with some 
longtime friends from HSPVA. I had been 
doing some choreography at University 
of Houston and someone said “Why don’t 
you create a show about you.”

Voice: And that became “Tamalalia 1?” 
Cooper: Yes. A well-choreographed, 

quirky fashion show with a spaghetti din­
ner at the end.

Voice: So here you are 10 summers 
later. Why stop now?

Cooper: I thought about going to an 
even dozen, but really the time just 
seemed right. I had told so many stories 
about my life I was ready to wrap it up in 
a nice package and go out on top, as they 
say. Plus I have a number of Infernal 
Bridegroom Productions coming up.

Voice: How about tackling a stage ver­
sion of the film, “Grey Gardens?” I can 
see you as Little Edie Beale!

Cooper: Oh my God! That is my favorite 
movie! I’d love to, and I have the broaches 
for it too. But the material is so good, why 
not just show the film? It would be amaz­
ing to take on the role of a (quoting from 
the film) “staunch character.”
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eclipse cover story
Trucking can be a welcoming 
industry, road warriors say

GAY TRUCKERS, continued from Page 12

some guy, or were cruising somebody 
ourselves,” Langley says. “The cruising 
is quite active and probably more active 
now than it’s ever been.... It’s not talked 
about, and people don’t even like bring­
ing it up.”

But Langley says the reluctance to talk 
about cruising among gay truck drivers 
is belied by the popularity of his and 
Page’s Web site, www.gaytruckers.com, 
and their magazine, Gay Truckers 
Classifieds.

The couple started their magazine in 
the mid-1990s and operated it for the first 
three months as a general interest maga­
zine for all truckers. Then a gay truck 
driver asked to take out a classified ad 
with hopes of finding a supportive team 
driver, Langley says.

Since then, the magazine evolved into 
strictly a classified outlet for gay truckers 
and “truck chasers,” with close to 2,000 sub­
scribers and about 5,000 copies of each 
monthly issue being sold. Launched in 2004, 
the gaytruckers.com Web site boasts more 
than 44,000 registered users, Langley says.

“Obviously guys are out there doing 
things, otherwise we wouldn’t have all of 
the readers and members that we do,” 
says Langley, who outed Mississippi and 
Louisiana as the states with the most 
active rest areas for cruising truckers.

Anderson agrees that there is some 
action out on the road, but said promiscu­
ous drivers are a minority.

“You can’t deny there is some cowboy- 
ing going on out there — to do that would 
be disingenuous — but I don’t think it’s 
the standard for most drivers,” Anderson 
says. “So many drivers are tired of being 
put on a sexual pedestal. It reflects on us 
in some pretty bad ways.”

But cruising among gay truck drivers 
is just a given part of the industry, 
Watkins says.

“Folks mention it; they know about 
what goes on between the gay guys, but it 
doesn’t seem like it’s causing any great, 
rampant anger or backlash among the 
truck drivers,” she says.

DESPITE ITS RUGGED FAQ ADE, THE 
trucking industry is actually a relative­
ly progressive arena with marginal lev­
els of sexism and homophobia, gay 
truckers say.

“I worked in factories for years before 
I got into trucking, and I saw lots of dis­
crimination there, but out on the road 
I’ve had a really good time,” Watkins 
says. “I’ve had no qualms whatsoever 
with pay scales being [discriminatory] — 
every company I’ve worked for never 
cared if you were male or female, black 
or brown, gay or straight.”

The 5-foot-2-inch Watkins says men in 
the trucking industry sometimes under­
estimated her abilities, but that too is 
lessening as more women enter the field.

Gay and lesbian truck drivers tend to 
demand respect from their peers because 
of the grueling nature of truck work, 
Anderson says.

“There’s a lot less homophobia in 
trucking than in a lot of other indus­
tries because the job is just so tough 
that you instantly gain respect from 
someone, even if they’re straight or 
conservative, just because you’re out 
there,” Anderson says.

Langley, who pretended to be Page’s 
cousin when the two of them first started 
out as a team, has seen some gay drivers 
and teams frozen out of work by some 
companies, but he agreed that sexual ori­
entation is a non-issue for most employers.

“If you go in there as a bunch of flam­
ing queens dressed in daisy dukes, you’re 
not going to get any work,” he says. “If 
you go in there with an attitude of T’m 
here to help you, you help me, and if my 
personal interests are a problem for you, 
then I don’t need to be here,’ then you’re 
not going to get much flak.”

Patterson, from the Derek and 
Romaine show, says she relishes the 
chance to expose gay trucking issues to 
the heterosexual truck drivers who listen 
to the show.

“Our truckers have really taught us a 
lot about how you can really change peo­
ple just by hanging out and having a good 
time,” Patterson says.”

Many of the leading trucking compa­
nies are “standouts” when it comes to 
protecting gay and lesbian workers.

In May, Green Bay, Wis.-based trucking 
company Schneider National rolled out a 
marketing campaign to recruit same-sex 
couples as big rig driving teams. The 
company also includes sexual orientation 
in its employment diversity statement.

A sampling of other freight companies 
shows that most include sexual orientation 
in employee anti-bias policies, but none use 
recruiting efforts aimed at gay couples, 
according to the Human Rights Campaign. 
The companies sampled include Fed-Ex 
Freight, Pacer Global Logistics and Ryder.

DESPITE ITS PROGRESSIVE 
leanings, the trucking industry still 
needs to be prodded into fully addressing 
all of the issues of importance to gay 
drivers, Anderson says.

“One of the things our industry has 
never really dealt with is that we have 
numerous members of the trucking 
industry who are HIV-positive,” 
Anderson says. “It would help if their 
managers had some understanding of the 
challenges those drivers are facing, and 
that’s one of the primary roles of [the 
Gay Trucker’s Association].”

But Langley says gay truckers organiz­
ing into a political force within the indus­
try is unnecessary.

“There’s not a huge need for it 
because as long as you’re professional 
about what you do, being gay is not an 
issue,” he says.
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CLASSIFIEDS Visit houstonvoice.com to place your ad. Up to 25 words only $12.50 per week. 50<^ each 
additional word. Fax toll-free 1.888.409.6768, or call toll-free 1.877.863.1885. Deadline for 
online ads: Sam Wednesday. For other submissions: 5:30pm Tuesday.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Is your home special? 
Tell our readers about it. Guarantee they will see it with our 
new features. Bold or box your ad for added attraction. 
Contact our customer service reps for more details. (877) 
863-1885. .

KEITH HALL)
INDEPENDENT BROKER (

Serving our community.,.

Do you need help buying a borne, 
purchasing investment property, 
or managing your rental houses?

focused on your needs

SALE / HOUSTON
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS!
Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

WESTBURY!
SUPER UPDATED Townhome. Courtyard setting! Europen de­

cor. Numerous updates. Fantastic screened in patio. Newer ap­

pliances. Great complex. $80,000 080.

(281) 782-2340

SALE ELSEWHERE
GAY RETIREMENT PATIO HOMES!
A desirable Austin, Texas community that offers a lifestyle of in­

dependence. Enjoy a Gated Area that offers 2 BR, 2 BA w/many 

Upgraded Amenities. Starting Price of $375K with floor plans 

ranging from 1,800 sq/ft to 2,200 sq/ft 1st Come, 1st Basis. 200 

Total Units. For information & reservation number, send email to: 

Altaustinbuild@yahoo.com

brady's corner

SECRET IDENTXTY?
mm TOE CLOMtROOM, THE 

RELIABLY CONSERVAUVE LAWYER 
JOHN ROBERTS SHEPS WS OUTER
GUISE

TO BECOME PRO BONO EOAW
GUPPQRTCR OF CAY aVIL RIGHTS /

BRADY'S CORNER 08-12-05 ©

RENT/
DOWNTOWN,UH/TSU-EASTWOOD Spacious 1 bdrm 
(could be 2 bdrm) with balcony, W/D, C/AH, hrdwd firs, 
cvrd prkg. $700 month includes water. 1 month FREE with 
a 12 month lease if move in by Sept 1st. Diane 713-805- 
1705 or hoyalwyr@aol.com. Can e-mail 
pics.hoyalwyr@aol.com

HOUSTON HEIGHTS. Fabulous location! Central Air/ 
Heat, Private Patio, Superb Garden!
2/1 Move in special $499 TOTAL COST!
(713)523-0500

KIRBY/RICHMOND Beautiful Elegant 1BR Apt. Re­
fined, Neat, Soft Ambience. C/AH, Free basic 
cable. Hardwoods and carpet. Many decorator 
extras! Ceiling fans galore. Elegant lighting, 
stainless steel refrigerator, dishwasher, disposal. 
Relaxed, rich landscape. 1 week FREE! Conven­
ient to downtown. Pets OK! (713) 522-9294.

iWnoN'
MONTROSE/MUSEUM DISTRICT
1 & 2BR available.
Pool, covered parking, wood firs, beamed ceiling, french 
doors, private balcony. Featured in motion picture "Rush!" 
Charm and value! $499 TOTAL COST!
(713) 528-5218

OAK FOREST Very nice 3 BR, 2 BA, 2-car gar. Spacious 
floor plan, hdwd firs, all appliances,CAC & heat, ceiling 
fans, fenced back yard. Nice quiet area. $1095/mo + dep. 
(713) 269-1222.

RENT IT FAST with our new features. Draw attention to 
your ad by using our bold or box feature. Contact our cus­
tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

WANTED TO RENT
QUIET, RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUAL needs garage apt, 
hardwoods, Rice/Museum or near, contact
Ivanhoe2000@msn.com

SHARE /
DOWNTOWN/MIDTOWN VILLAGE GWM seeking GM 
for roommate to share my new 2 bedroom home 
with 2 baths. Must be professional, non-smoker, no 
drugs. 30-4U year old. Share electric, cable, water 
expenses. Must have references. $550.00 per month 

713-236-0677

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES
ANNOUNCE YOUR UNION The Houston Voice is proud to 
announce the addition of a "Commitment Ceremonies" cate­
gory to our Classified listings. When making arrangements for 
your Union, don't forget to include the most important aspect 
of all...announcing the date. Publishing your union is easy & 
simple. Call (877) 863-1885 ext 223 to put the finishing touch­

es on your ceremony.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LEGAL SAME-SEX MARRIAGE IN CANADA! Want 
to know how to marry in Toronto? Email me and 
I will provide free information on how my hus­
band and I did it! Scott Groves- Window Media 
sgroves@davidatlanta.com THIS AD IS PROVIDED 
AS A PUBLIC SERVICE OF WINDOW-MEDIA LLC.

MR. STEVEN SMITH - WE have not seen you for 
some time! Please call Mrs. Austin. We miss you! 
(713) 522-9294.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITES
EVERYONE WILL LOVE
DAY one you feel it,Day two you crave it, Day three you tell 
your friends.Free Dealer sign-up 
www.m2cglobal.com/natewww.m2cglobal.com/nate

WANTED 5 ENTREPRENEURS
No Commute!
Learn to Earn $ 15K+/ Month from Home.
http://www.UBWealthy.com
Free 24hr. 1-888-234-1955 http://www.UBWealthy.com

EMPLOYMENT
MONTROSE AREA!
Seeking barber/stylist to do great hair at a great place. New 
graduates OK! Get ready for the fall and holidays. (713) 
522-2263

TEXAS SHIRT COMPANY
NOW hiring at our Heights Location. Come work in a fun 
gay owned/operated environment that is a non-retail set­
ting. Found out more at 
http://www.txshirts.com/employment.asp

MawmiMMMM
STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Bold or box your 
ad for added attraction.

OUR YEARLY CRUISE EVENT • FEB 4-15, 2006

TVIETSI l I IliIR
From $1045 pp*

11 nt cruise to Panama Canal 
with a great group of guys tor

11 days of fun & friendship. Departs 
Fort Lauderdale 2/4 visiting Jamaica, 

Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica and 
Mexico and 4 great days at sea.

* Per person dblc occ. lUxcs extra

All travel amogemenw by Meeting.* A Imentht Marketing

FLST55661 ‘CJH 207742640

•<

Toll Free: 877-639-8055 Direct: 954-735-8108
www.GAY-CRUISTNG-WlTH-MIM.COM
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CLASSIFIEDS
VOLUNTEERS

AIDS BOARD MEMBER Opportunity
AIDS Housing Coalition Houston (est. 1994) will be electing 
new board members this Summer. Needed civic minded cit­
izens HIV infected & healthy friends affected by HIV/AIDS, to 
serve a 2 year term on the board of directors. Experience 
helpful, but not mandatory. Diversity of opinions and life­
styles welcome. Housing program & gift shop now open. 
(713)906-4119.

GROUPS
ON THE NORTH Side? Feeling OUTSIDE OF THE 
LOOP?! Join The North Houston GLBT Social 
Group at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
NhouGLBTsocialgroup Meet other GLBT folk in 
your part of town! Sign up today!

TRAVEL / INTERNATIONAL
BUENOS AIRES ARGENTINA! Beautiful studio apts for 
long/short term. All amenities. Walk to shopping/dining. 
FABULOUS NIGHTLIFE! Complimentary chauffeur driven 
limo from airport. Join 1000's of GLBT's each yr for an un­
forgettable vacation in Buenos Aires! Visit 
www.buenosairesstudios.com.

TRAVEL / U.S.A.
NEW ORLEANS FRENCH QUARTER
A Delightful guesthouse in the French Qtr. with fully fur­
nished condos, pool, kitchen/bath and 15 gay bars nearby. 
www.Roberhouse.com stay® roberhouse.com

NEARRY GETAWAYS
CIRCLE J RANCH & CATTLE CO. A NEW gay campground in 
Texas! Working ranch! RV & tent camping, pool, horseback rid­
ing, hiking, swimming, boating. Clothing opt! (903)479- 
4189.www.circlejranchandcattlecompany.com

VEHICLES

1999 PONTIAC SUNFIRE!
GOOD condition! Emerald Green, Blk/Grey interior, 2DR,
3.3 Engine, Sunroof, CD Player, New Tires.
COLD air! Very NEAT!
$2,500! Will consider a trade for right auto.

Danny:713-523-1304

RUN IT 'TILL YOU SELL IT. Take advantage of our 
new "Run it 'till you sell it" promotional. Place an 
ad to sell your car and email a photo of the car 
and run the ad until it sells. It's only $39.99. Call 
our friendly staff toll free today! (877) 863-1885.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
AFFORDABLE INSURANCE PAYS cash monthly if 
you're sick or hurt. Also Life, Annuities, IRA's. Call RFG Ins. 
Planners for a personal agent/quote. 281-948-9266.

LEGAL SERVICES
IDENTITY THEFT IS real and you could be at risk. Inde­
pendent Associates of Pre-Paid Legal Services*, Inc. want to 
educate you on this, the nation's fastest growing crime. For 
more information contact Randol Lindsay at 713-729-3628 
or www.prepaidlegal.com/info/rclindsay

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Beautiful Home 
llonte Repsiir & ttenuxl^Eing* 

Cabinets & Furniture
Workmanship & Quality 

GUARANTEED
Decacfes of Experience. Kitchens e specialty, insured

Office: 713-8801666 Cell: 715-291-3395 
Call John!

BBB Member Gre&ser Housrxi

CLEANING SERVICES

Mustang

CM « Fw 4WU
7D/59i^i4 ■ TieWtf

PHOTOGRAPHY / VIDEO

davidlewis
IMAGES

713-240-5508

davidlewisimages.com

• . ■

SENSUAL EXOTIC SWEDISH MASSAGE
By Yem? Male.

Spedhl htwl * PLUS £
Wlexakw * Sheswr AvrihMe

IMvate locatkm ♦

CALL MAZ 713-480-2004

MASSAGE
THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE
Tall, masculine, muscular, state licensed, AMTA certified, 
11 years exp.
Incredible, full body total release!
$75.
Inner Loop/SW
Mike, (713) 963-9603

*7 1 3• 4-4-6,6123
MONTROSE STUDIO 

TRAINED IN A
VARIETY OF TECHNIQUES!

ioncollege guy

» theraptuiic • iwedish • iports 
• decfj tutuc. • tnyotherapY

» relaxation therapy

■ NEU/ Steam Room!!! 
Montrose Studio 

7i3-52^00 
wwwjasont'mt. cotn

MASSAGE BY BILL!
ALL knotted up?
Let me help!
Incalls/Outcalls
Sam - 10pm 
7days week 
Excellent rates.
Bill-(281)530-4751

buildyotirbusiness
CONTACT

OUR SALES TEAM
7135298490

PLAGE YOUR AD NOW! AT 
WWW.HOUSTONVOICE.COM

. _2.

Therapeutic Massage

out of town 
July 27-Septi ;

REWARD YOURSELF 
A NICE T0UCH/RELAXAT10N 

OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE
832 978-7017

CENTRALLY LOCATED 
7 DAY&'EVENINGS

OUTCALLS WELCOME

Is

40

J
9
7

WWW.METROSPA4MEN.COM

Texas' First Full 
Service Spa 
Escluslvely for 
Today's Man

Est. 2004

713-52-METRO 
526-3876 

Tue-Sat 9-9 Sun Noon-9 
2606 Grant Street Houston Texas 77006

DOWNTOWN-MIDTOWN MASSAGE !
Why not treat yourself? Relax, Renew and Get back to 
YOU!!
Incalls and Outcalls. Great hands!
Flexible hours.
(281)216-7849
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COUNSELING / SUPPORT
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS!
Call our friendly classifieds staff to place ad!

1 (877) 863-1885.

HEALTH / FITNESS
PENIS ENLARGEMENT
VIAGR a, Cialis & Testosterone
FDA Approved Pumps
Gain 1-3" Permanently
Free Picture Brochures
Dr. Joel Kaplan
619-294-7777
www.getbiggertoday.com

MORE ZIP IN YOUR ZIPPER, MORE LEAD IN PENCIL, 
All natural Prelox Blue Male Sexual Performance enhancer. 
All natural, made from herbs.
www.FreeSamplesByMichael.us or www.Fit4LifeHotline.info

BODY / SOUL

MANSCAPING MEN'S WAXING & clipping. Private location 

in Montrose. Call Dale (713) 529-5952 for appt.

FRIENDS

SEEKING NEW FRIENDS

GWM-31 SEEKS SERIOUS FRIENDSHIPS 18-40.1 am a great, gen­

uine, trustworthy, romantic, independent person looking to make 

some new friends. Call (620) 285 3392 or write Mark Brull RR#3 

box 89 Larned, KS 67550markbrull1@hotmail.com

How to place a Classified ad:
BY WEB: www.houstonvoice.com By e-mail: classifieds@houston- 

voice.com By fax: Fax completed order form and credit card infor­

mation to Houston Classifieds, 888-409-6768. By phone: Call in 

with completed order form to 877-863-1885. By mail: Mail com­
pleted order form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 

Lovett Blvd, Suite 200, Houston, TX 77006. In person: Bring com­
pleted order form with payment to the Houston Voice offices (M-F, 

9-5 pm) 500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 200, Houston.

Ad policy: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or 
reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for 

early cancellation. Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible 

for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

DEADLINES: Sam Wednesday for online
530pm Tuesday for all other submissions.

Where the World Buys Pom

WEBSITES
FIRE YOUR BOSS! Work from home or from the beach. 
Make $500 and up per Month.
www.MoneyMakeratHome.com or Call: 954-893-9312

»

WE0.S

and call toll free

■ 1
STRAIGHT MEN

I cjgrgcoKgvi\l L/aVaOi (\ '
4 2 5 2 9 9 SggagF W g 

CHAT WITH HOT LOCAL GAY MEN FOR SEX RlWB.

GALAXYMALE.O
LIVE SEX CAMS - HUNG STRAIGHT & G^Y MEN]
7 day trial only $1.95 with Promo Code: TX2C J

i X 18* only!

your Instant gay connection
JOIN FREE!

BODYWORK

» sexxxv

D/D F=R€€ 

GIOVANNI

MAVERICK'S FEELING PLAYFUL!
While Blade is at a bodywork seminar in CA.
Leather or Bodywork by
MAVERICK!
www.DaddyBlade.com or 713-864-2233

RMT 3032664

Patrick 713-447-2151

Nude Massage by Professional 
Experienced, Mature Therapist 
Handsome, Muscular, Masculine, 
Very Well Hung, Thick Cut 
Swedish, Reflexology 8 Hot Stone 
Strong Healing Hands

BODYWORK: COME and see!
Huge talent, take it off, relax 
stress away, ease muscle soreness. 
Private & Professional.
Nice young guy. In/Out 
(832)978-7661

STAND OUT FROM THE 
CROWD Bold or box your 
ad for added attraction.

NDSOME 
K2’205lbs.
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jly rubs
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TEXAS HOSPITALITY!

Full Body Massage 
And Body Worship

Friendly 6', 2351b 
Bine-eyed Cowboy

Stripping Available! 
HonestBodies.com
281-687-3735

HEY BABY BOOMERS!!! 
have veer body worshiped 
BY A PHYSICALLY FIT GOOD LOOKING 
"30ish" GUY WITH HEALING HANDS & MORE 

MONTROSE AREA • IN/OUT CALLS 

have yourself an incredible, relaxing hour 
713«522>240«

ADOLTS ONLY

WWW.SPANKTHIS.COM BAD BOYS being spanked, real 
discipline for young punks. New Movie each month. Instant 
access or purchase.

WWW.HOTSTUDS.COM New hot original BareBack vid­
eos. Hot Studs, Sexy Twinks & Latin Boys doing it all raw. 
View online or purchase discreetly.

HELIX STUDIOS.NET (www.spankthis.com & 

www.8teenboy.com) with real bad boy discipline & hot Twink sex. 

Online view/ purchase. Also looking for new models (866) 319-4431

HELIX STUDIOS.NET (www.hotstuds.com) Original Bare Back 

videos. Studs, Twinks, & Boys doing it raw. Online view/purchase. 

Also, looking for new models. (866) 319-4431
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HOUSTON VOICE www.houstonvoice.com
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Don't you hate it 
when a BDSM partner 
keeps saying, 
"Did I hurt you?” 
It's supposed to hurt!

WHY DOES EVERYONE SEEM TO RAG 
about how gay people are self-hating? 
Everyone, gay or hetero, has something 
about themselves they hate. Sexuality is 
just one item of what seems to be an end­
less list.

AS YOU GET OLDER, IT SUDDENLY 
dawns on you that dancing endlessly 
throughout the night every week seems 
quite meaningless and then you lose your 
desire for it. Or is it that the music they 
play at the dance bars just sucks?

SO YOU’LL PUT CONVICTED FELONS 
and drug dealers on your Friendster list 
but not somebody who was nice enough to 
give you pity sex. Maybe you did me a 
favor after all.

TO ALL THE QUEENS WHO ORDER 
“to go” food at restaurants: Leave a tip. 
What do you think, the food magically 
just appeared there?

I’M SICK OF FEELING INVISIBLE AT 
queer events because of my race. 
Everywhere I see white gay men talking 
to or scoping out other white gay men. 
The only time someone notices me is if 
they’re looking for some “chocolate.”

NO I DON’T FEEL SILLY ABOUT TRYING 
to think up submissions for “Bitch 
Session.” Bitching is an enjoyable pastime 
for some of us, like reading the comics or 
the sports section might be for someone 
else. It’s a great way to release stress! Now 
don’t you feel dumb for asking?

WE SHOULD BRING THE CODPIECE 
back into style for men’s pants. It’s so 
damn sexy to see that bulge out! It makes 
my nipples hard just thinking about it!

WHY ARE SO MANY GAY GUYS 
buying kilts? Just where the heck other 
than a gay event or perhaps a Scottish 
Pride festival do you think you can walk 
around in America wearing that shit 
without getting stares of scorn?

“A FLAT BONEY ASS”? STOP MAKING 
excuses for your fat ass and exercise.

I DEAL WITH HETEROSEXUALS THE 

best way I can. I call all the guys who date 
women butch lesbians and all the women 
who date men queens. Otherwise, I’ll just 
get nauseated every time I see a hetero­
sexual couple making out.

IF YOU FEEL AWKWARD WHEN A 
guy makes eye contact with you, then 
maybe you need to stop denying that 
you’re gay. After all, why are you reading 
a gay publication?

WHY ARE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS 
such a big deal in the US.? Because there are 
too many racist, ignorant buffoons who beheve 
if you’re not a heterosexual, Caucasian 
Christian, then you’re not an American.

WHY AREN’T WE HOLDING HANDS IN 
public? Because in most places we’d be 
beaten to death. And we’re all worried 
about marriage?

THE POINT OF A DILDO IS NOT THE 
color but what it’s used for. What do you 
do with it?

AM I THE ONLY LESBIAN ON THE plan­
et who doesn’t see a shrink?

WHY DOESN’T MY GIRLFRIEND 
understand that her being more than a 
decade older than me means that she’ll 
never meet my parents?

TO THE PERSON WHO BITCHED 
about the use of the term “drug/disease 
free” in personal ads: If you were so con­
scious of your health to begin with, you 
wouldn’t be poz.

SORRY BUT I REALLY DON’T SEE THE 
difference between the pope condemning 
me for being gay and another gay person 
condemning me for how I act or dress.

DON’T YOU LOVE OVERLY GROOMED 
men who have perfectly manicured nails, 
complete with sparkly clear polish (a per­
sonal turn-on) but then wear sandals with 
their raggedy, dirty toenails hanging out! 
Get a damn pedicure!

I HAVE SEEN MEN OF VARIOUS AGES, 
dressed in jeans or slacks, or even a suit 
wearing high-heeled shoes, obviously 
women’s. Now what is up with that? Don’t 
tell me it’s just about being taller!

WHY IS IT THAT I SECRETLY THINK my 
best friend of 10 years, who isn’t my type, 
is supposed to be my lifelong lover?

I HAVE BEEN SEEING YOU OUT FOR 
five years, and you still think something 
is going to happen between us.

IF YOU HAVE TO KEEP TELLING US 
that you don’t care what we think, then 
guess what — you do.

Editors' note: These are real bitches, sent in by real readers, 
about gay life's little annoyances, and the big ones, too. 
Got a bitch?
Call 1-800-858-8088
or e-mail: bitch@expressgaynews.com

cell (415) 370-7152 
stevenunderhill.com

Business Headshots
Online Photos
Couples
Gift Certificates
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DO fOR A ftW EXTRA BUCKS. ■ INOUIGE MAGA.’INt

"Think you know 
what straight men won't do? 
Think again." M

MEN’-



Martinis

a splash of Sprite

MAGGIE CHOCOLATE

ROSE LIMEADE
UV CHERRY Vodka

TRUFFLE
PHILLIPS UNION VANILLA WHISKEY 
with Frangelico, served 
chilled and up with a sugar rim

SHOES

Sponsored by UV Vodka and Phillips Union Whiskey

Cindi of Hollywood Portrait Studios 
invites you to

a UV Vodka and de Medici and Castillo Event

with a Pre-Party at the Theater and 

an After Party at Magic Islands

Then October 6th, 2005
a special screening of the movie provided by

20th Century Fox

An “In Her SHOES” 
inspired event weekend 

October 6th, 7th and Sth, 2005!

October 7th, 2005 a Special Event with 
buffet, Special Drink menu provided by UV Vodka, 
Couture Fashion Show and Disco with 
International DJ at the Intercontential Hotel!
VI.P and General admission tickets available. 
Open bar with VIP admission.

October 8th, 2005 a Party at the 
Intercontential Hotel and After Party. General 
admission tickets available. Special Drink Menu 
provided by UV Vodka.
Open bar with VIP ticket admission.

UV
VODKA

VIP Tickets for the entire weekend events available, or per event.
visit www.dmcworldwide.com to purchase tickets or call 713-751-1778.

Amex, Visa, and Mastercard accepted. Evening sponsored by DMC Worldwide and UV Vodka. 
The proceeds will be distributed among various Houston non-profits.

US. GOLF « GAMES 
IndtxT Fwnily H>n 

TB-W-ZSW Vinson Travel
Agency

www.VinsonTravel.com
Office • 281-850-4983

Hear/s Barbershop

71^52<M>506

1415-A Richmond Ave. Hours Tues-Fri 7-5
Houston, TX 77006 Saturday 7-2
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UTCHER’S
swmkng root wmr a sbmce, me.

4324 RICHMOND AVE.
HOUSTON, TX 77027-6T23

(713) 622-9766

House of 
Coleman, Inc.

Fine Printing & Graphics
713.523.2521 

www.HouseOfColeman.com

EM

Partridge 
Properties

MM

6750 Lyons
713.670.9600

Kenneth 
Zarella 

Realtor 
Metropolitan 

713.203.3533

Esperanza 
Family 

Funeral Home

de Medici & Castillo Public Relations
www.dmcworldwide.com
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AUTHENTIC MIXKAM 
TACO HOU it


