
April L8, 1919

<]ej,r ’liss Beveridge*

Your l^ttor and one from 1-iss Blanton 
have eertsinlj ”disturbed the even tenor io waj” and I mar­
vel that neither of jou two brilliant gnc devoted . uffragists 
realize that in the present upset state of affairs the question 
of the soldier vote is one which is entirely too hot to touchjin- 
} Fig the whole thing had been reviouslj worked our verj. earelull^ 
md' wu lh; t there w. s time ’fd strength oould be mus­
tered In the Legislature to put the thing through.

The Legislature cannot amend the Constitutio.'. There 
is not time for the necessary legal public it j 'for an election on 
the matter. It takes a two-thirds vote of each house of the leg­
islature to submit a Constitutional Amendment even if there was 
time to hr.-ze it voted on, . nd it is no means sure that two-thirds 

Seould be found to do. it. ..fl.eo the Legislature cannot submit a con­
stitutional amendment nt a sneclal session, and if it could, we 
woul d have to stop our dtmp&ivn, with the eloot ion less than one 
month awoj and do Legislative icrk to get it thro.

• We dc-'iore the lock cf the soldier vote and have de­
plored it from the house tons. e endorsed the 1 w which the gov­
ernor vetoec. BUT since he. votoed it, it seems to me the gravest 
error in policy for' us to complicate our campaign with the question. 
You see, the. soldiers Cannot vote and the Governor and his friends 
are in power all over the state, lou are in a measure represent- . 
inq the Texas h ,ual Suffrage soci. tion, what you say will be int .r- 
preted as the policy of the organisation, that seing the case,. I great 
ly reqret any action which you have taken in public or in conference 
with ’hs. Connery and others , and I beg that you will side step the 
nest ion from this day forth exce t to say that we have every con­

fidence that the soldier vortMl would have been .-with us end that we ; 
are sorry that they cannot vot6.

Very sincerely yours,

president.

P., 5. The law in - uestion carried the emergency clause and went 
into effect as soon ae the Governor signed it.


