
In a striking change 
in strategy, a gay 
media watchdog 

group is going public 
with details of a 

meeting with 
Paramount over the 

creation of 'Dr. 
Laura's' television 
talk show, which 

debuts in Houston in 
September. 
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State to fight order to free condemned killer
A gay man from Houston has spent 16 years on death 
row for his role in killing his roommate, despite a 
sleeping attorney and anti-gay slurs during his trial
by G1P PLASTER

An attorney for a gay death row inmate 
^pm Houston will not be surprised if the state 
Jbes everything it can to keep Calvin Burdine 
in prison.

And in fact, the state attorney general's 
office is doing just that.

After 16 years on death row, and endur­
ing anti-gay slurs from a prosecutor and a 
defense attorney who slept through much 
of his 1984 murder trial, Burdine could be 
set free on Monday.

A federal judge ordered his release, rul­
ing Wednesday that the state missed an ear­
lier deadline to either set Burdine free or 
retry him for killing his roommate and for­
mer boyfriend.

Last fall, foe same judge, U.S. District Judge 
David Hittner, agreed that Burdine's former 
defense attorney provided inadequate coun­
sel and threw out Burdine's conviction, giving 

the state 120 days to either retry or release him.
"I would assume that the state is going to 

do everything in their power to avoid carrying 
out Judge Hittner's order," Robert McGlasson, 
one of Burdine's attorneys, said from his 
Atlanta office. "Basically, he ordered that 
Calvin be released. I think this court's order is 
right on with the law."

The American Civil Uberties Union has cited 
the case in calling on Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush, foe leading contender for foe GOP presi­
dential nomination, to impose an immediate 
moratorium on foe death penalty in foe state.

In Wednesday's order, Hitfoer appeared to 
be irritated with state prosecutors.

"Throughout its brief, foe state seeks to 
minimize its failure to comply with estab­
lished procedural rules as 'excusable neglect.' 
However, a similar procedural error by 
defense counsel in a capital case could result 
in a defendant's execution," Hittner wrote.

>* Continued on Page 10
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A federal judge has ordered Calvin Burdine be released from death row, though Harris County 
authorities have pledged to arrest him again for killing his former boyfriend if he is freed.

AIDS ride cuts fail to make financial difference

Some 700 cyclists took part in the Tanqueray's Texas AIDS Ride in 
1998, though weaker than expected financial returns for benefici­
aries prompted some riders and agencies to drop out a year later.
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’■A AJSSh Nearly 300 people have registered 
for the Texas AIDS Ride in October, 
though some agencies have pulled 
out as financial cloud continues
by GIF PLASTER

Despite dramatic changes in foe Tanqueray's Texas AIDS 
Ride last year, final accounting results are expected to show that 
expenses for foe 1999 event consumed about 85 percent of the 
money raised, matching disappointing returns a a year earlier 
that prompted several beneficiaries to drop out.

Although final numbers for foe 1999 ride have not been 
released, event officials said they expect financial results from 
1999 to be only slightly better than in 1998, when 13 percent of 
the money raised went to HIV/AIDS service organizations 
across Texas.

Organizers said that if more riders will participate in foe 2000 
event in October, foe ride will be able to return more money to 
benefiting agencies.

A severe shortfall in foe amount of money returned to bene­
ficiaries of foe 1998 AIDS Ride led at least 10 agencies to pull out 

of foe 1999 event. Only $380,000 was distributed among foe 40 
AIDS groups that took part in 1998, less than 15 percent of the 
$2.8 million raised.

That amount fell below foe expected $1.4 million that was 
supposed to be split among foe AIDS service groups.

In an effort to cut costs, organizers dropped the Austin to 
Houston leg of foe seven-day cycling event after foe 1998 event 
because of poor support from Austin-area agencies.

The 1999 event was trimmed to a four-day, 325-mile trek 
from Houston to Dallas.

In addition, an Austin ride office was closed and foe Houston 
office relocated to donated space. Staff was also reduced.

Organizers said at foe time that foe changes, and foe fact that 
start up equipment like tents and computers would not have to 
be bought again for future events, would lower the costs of 
fund-raising and allow more money to be returned to agencies 
that take part.

Some 702 riders took part in foe 1998 event; 615 came out for 
foe 1999 ride, despite registration from more than 1,300 people 
for foe AIDS Ride each year.

"I think foe difference [between foe 1998 and 1999 final num­
bers] is going to be negligible," said Glen Fillmore, foe event's 
associate director.

>• Continued on Page 11
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Benefiting 11 local AIDS organizations.

voice

George R. Brown 
Convention Center.

With a 1 OK walking tour 
of downtown Houston 

March 12,2000 
8:00am

AIDS Walk Houston is Brought to You 

In Part By:

Do the Texas 
Two Step:

| Call for a registration card 

Q Raise funds and join
the walk at the:

To register.

Call (713) 
524-AIDS

http://www.aidshelp.org
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Ail material in Houston Voice is protected by 
federal copyright law and may not be repro­

duced without the written consent of Houston 
Voice. The sexual orientation of advertisers, 
photographers, writers and cartoonists pub­

lished herein is neither inferred or implied. The 
appearance of names or pictorial representa­
tion does not necessarily indicate the sexual 

orientation of that person or persons.

voice

Houston Voice accepts unsolicited editorial 
material but cannot take responsibility for its 

return. The editor reserves the right to accept, 
reject or edit any submission. 

All rights revert to authors upon 
publication. Guidelines for freelance 

contributors are available upon request.

Houston Voice 
500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 200 

Houston, TX 77006 
713-529-8490

GLAAD steps up criticism of Paramount, Dr. Laura
Responding to critics, 
insiders and Dr. Laura 
herself has gay media 
watchdog taking action
by PAIGE PARVIN

After agreeing to a confidential meet­
ing with Paramount TV executives on the 
developing "Dr. Laura" Schlessinger 
show, the Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation is changing its tack 
and speaking more openly about its deal­
ings with the studio.

In a striking change in strategy, the gay 
media watchdog group has placed an 
advertisement in trade magazines Variety 
and Hollywood Reporter opposing the "Dr. 
Laura" TV show, which is being developed 
and syndicated by Paramount and is set to 
air this fall, including a Sept. 11 debut on 
Houston's KPRC Channel 2.

In an open letter dated Feb. 28, Executive 
Director Joan Garry acknowledged that 
GLAAD has "not given the GLBT commu­
nity enough information" since the Feb. 14 
meeting, and outlined generally the organi­
zation's plan to limit the anti-gay rhetoric of 
the popular radio talk show host.

The letter, published on the organiza­
tion's web-site, breaks the "gentlemen's 
agreement" GLAAD made with Paramount 
not to discuss the meeting, admitted Steve 
Spurgeon, GLAAD's deputy director for 
communications. Those who attended were 
supposed to stick to a terse statement 
released jointly after the meeting.

But GLAAD wasn't the first to speak 
out of turn, he added.

A spokesperson for Schlessinger, Kevin 
Bellows, who was at the meeting, was quot­
ed in the Washington Post as saying 
Schlessinger has not "capitulated" to any­
thing, a statement that also breached the 
agreement, Spurgeon said.

And in Variety magazine Feb. 23, 
Schlessinger herself was quoted as saying 
she has never been anti-gay in her commen­

tary, a misstatement GLAAD just couldn't 
let slide, Spurgeon said.

GLAAD's closed-door tactics have drawn 
some criticism from gay activists via e-mail, 
phone calls and statements circulating on the 
Internet, Spurgeon said.

The combination of factors led GLAAD to 
shift its approach, communicating more read­
ily with gays following the issue, and more 
publicly opposing the show.

"I think it was an error on our part. ... We 
weren't keeping the community as up-to-date 
about things as possible," Spurgeon said. "We 
realized we could not have it both ways, to 
have the community's support and also have 
them not know what was going on."

GLAAD has been working for months to 
gain access to decision-makers at Paramount 
who will influence the format and content of 
Schlessinger's show, Spurgeon said.

At the meeting. Paramount agreed with 
GLAAD that Schlessinger's opinions should 
be tempered by other voices, and that credible 
research on homosexuality should be cited, 
according to Garry's letter.

A third request, that Schlessinger avoid 
defamatory language, "remains unfinished 
business," Garry wrote. "And it is 
GLAAD's intent to finish it."

GLAAD has requested a second meeting 
within a week, according to the letter.

"We will ask for direct assurance—in writ­
ing—that Paramount has zero tolerance for 
defamation directed at the gay and lesbian 
community," reads Garry's statement. "We 
are hopeful that Paramount will see such a 
request as an opportunity to illustrate a fun­
damental sense of fairness towards all of us.

"Without an assurance of this sort, 
we'll call on Paramount to pull the plug 
on Dr. Laura and will ensure that our 
power as a community is felt."

This step-by-step approach has been 
GLAAD's strategy all along, said Garry.

Paramount may already be feeling the 
pressure of GLAAD's tougher stance. An 
ad paid for by GLAAD featuring some of 
Schlessinger's most overtly anti-gay 
statements ran Tuesday in Variety and 
Hollywood Reporter, followed by the 
words, "Paramount Domestic Television

will bring Dr. Laura to TV this fall. Tell 
Paramount what you have to say."

Asked about backlash from 
Paramount, Spurgeon said, "We have 
heard from Paramount. They would 
rather we didn't take such a strong pub­
lic position, but we really believe it was 
the right thing to do. It was time for us to 
take a bolder public stance.

"It is important for Paramount to really 
understand the depth and the extent 
of concern, really outrage, within our com­
munity," he added.

Some of GLAAD's critics are still skepti­
cal, despite the change of tune.

"Is GLAAD's position supposed to be 
that Dr. Laura gets to say the most negative 
hateful things, and, through GLAAD's 
negotiations with Paramount, we get to 
defend ourselves while we drive up her rat­
ings?" asked longtime activist Robin Tyler, 
in a statement released Tuesday.

"Does Joan Garry really believe that Dr. 
Laura will be silent? We need to be on the 
offensive, not continually on the defen­
sive," Tyler argued.

Little is known about the format of 
Schlessinger's TV show, but stations in 90 
percent of U.S. markets have signed on. 
"Dr. Laura's" radio show draws some 18 
million listeners weekly.

Schlessinger has repeatedly called gays 
"deviant" and "biological errors" and criti­
cized gay activists for their stridence.

Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation

1-800-GAY MEDIA

Frank Kelly
Paramount Domestic Television
5555 Melrose Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90038

KPRC Channel 2
P.O. Box 2222
Houston, Texas 77252
713-222-2222
www.kprc.com
news2@kprc.com
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A second 
try at equality 
About three-dozen people rallied 
against Exxon Mobil on Tuesday 
for the company's refusal to odd 
sexual orientation to its non-dis­
crimination policy and for ending 
domestic partner benefits for gay 
employees when the two oil giants 
merged earlier this year. 
After the rally, protesters marched 
with a police escort to Exxon 
Mobil's Houston offices. Company 
officials have said Exxon Mobil 
does not discriminate and strongly 
enforces its anti-harassment policy. 
A Jan. 28 rally against the compa­
ny drew about 70 people.
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Maranatha Fellowship MCC
1311 Holman

(across from HCC-Downtown Campus)

“Lenten Series to Address Recovery”
Services Start Sundays at 6:30pm

March 12... “Admission of Powerlessness Leads to Sanity” 

March 19... “Faith to Surrender & Courage to Assess My Life” 

March 26... “God Restores Character Through Repentance” 

April 2... “Humility Renews & Builds Relationships”

April 9... “Released from Shame to Walk in Daily Victory” 

April 16... “Becoming God-Conscious Leads to Service”

“Circle of Chairs” A new recovery support group, will begin on
April 2nd at 5pm in the Blue Room of the Educational Building.

Bible Study begins at 5:30pm 
and nursery is available.
Mid-week ‘‘Home Group" 
services on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713-528-6756 or 
maranatha @e vl.net

Maranatha
Fellowship

Metropolitan
Community Church \

"A liberating church serving a liberating God."

THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!

i, ' " A8

IFlife
I

Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

We do catered events for up to 200 people!
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

713-630-0006
For More Information

THE PLAZA
AT

RIVER OAKS
apartments

1920 W. Gray • 1945 W. Bell

713-528-5277
See the Classified Section

Paving the Way 
in Y2K

I have an opponent and we are kicking off 
Danburg Campaign 2000.
I appreciate and look forward to your 
continued support.
Please call (713) 52-Debra and sign up 
to volunteer. I need your help!

713.520.8068 District
512.463.0504 Capitol

Debra Danburg
State Representative
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713.626.1070
BY APPOINTMENT

Portraits

j

Zontini 
Studios

Special
Occasions

Distinctive 
Wedding 

Photojournalism
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Around the South
For more extensive coverage: www.houstonvoice.com

Arbiter cuts suspension of Braves pitcher over slurs in half
NEW YORK (AP)—John Rocker's suspension was cut in half 

to the first 14 days of the regular season, and he was allowed to 
Kport to the Atlanta Braves' spring training camp Thursday. The 

liever was punished for disparaging foreigners, gays and 
minorities in a magazine interview. Shyam Das, making his first 
decision as baseball's independent arbitrator, also cut Rocker's 
$20,000 fine to $500. Rocker originally was suspended for all 45 
days of spring training and the first 28 days of the regular season 
by commissioner Bud Selig, who disagreed with Das' decision. "It 
does not reflect any understanding or sensitivity to the important 
social responsibility that baseball ... has to be the public,"Selig 
said. Atlanta City Council member Derrick Boazman, leader of a 
coalition of minority groups that has called for the Braves to 
release Rocker, also was unhappy with the decision. "Hate and 
bigotry and homophobia and racism have a place, evidently, and 
that place is in major league baseball," he said. In his Jan. 31 deci­
sion, Selig said Rocker's comments in a December issue of Sports 
Illustrated "offended practically every element of society."

r i
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Atlanta Braves reliever 
John Rocker, who told 
Sports Illustrated he would 
never play for a New York 
team because he didn't 
want to ride a subway 
train 'next to some 
queer with AIDS'.

Fla. school pulls European history textbook over gay references 
v NAPLES, Fla. (AP)—Collier County school officials pulled a European history text- 
oook from a high school class after a teacher raised questions about its references to 
homosexuality. Barron Collier High School teacher Terry Walters objected to "graphic 
descriptions of alternative and aberrant sexual practices during the Renaissance" in 
Houghton Mifflin Co.'s "A History of Western Society." Homosexuality is discussed in 
nine passages in the 1,063-page textbook, which is used in an advance placement class 
offering college credit for students who pass a national exam. "What really troubled 
me was the description of the 40-year-old guy with the 15-year-old boy," Walters said. 
"No one, including gay rights advocates, want that idea promoted." Margaret Sherry, 
a spokeswoman for Boston-based Houghton Mifflin, said she was not aware of any 
other complaints about the book used in colleges and high school courses. The deci­
sion to pull the book comes as the school district considers whether gays should be 
protected by an anti-harassment policy.

Hate crimes move forward in Tenn.; sodomy repeal stalls in Va.
NASHVILLE—Several state legislatures throughout the South acted on gay issues last week.

In Nashville, a hate crimes bill that includes sexual orientation passed the 
^Tennessee Senate by a vote of 23-9, with five Republican votes in favor. The bill would 
increase penalties for criminals found to have picked their victim because of race, reli­

gion, color, disability, sexual orientation, national origin, ancestry or gender.
In Richmond, a Virginia senate committee voted 8-6 to kill a bill that would have 

reduced sodomy between consenting adults to a misdemeanor. The bill had already 
passed the Virginia House of Delegates by a 50-49 vote. The move was made as an 
alternate to an effort to repeal Virginia's "crimes against nature" law, which makes 
sodomy a felony for both gay and straight Virginians.

In Frankfort, the Kentucky Senate approved a bill that would allow churches to 
refuse to rent facilities to gays, atheists and others who violate their religious beliefs, 
but not blacks or other racial groups. The bill now goes to the desk of Gov. Paul Patton, 
who has not indicated whether he supports it.

And in Jackson, a Mississippi House committee will take up a ban on gay adop­
tions. In addition, the bill says Mississippi will not recognize adoptions by gays in 
other states. "1 don't view this as a major policy issue that we have to address at this 
time. These issues tend to be divisive and emotional," said Democratic Judiciary 
Committee chairman Percy Watson, who was reluctant to hold hearings on the bill, 

^ov. Ronnie Musgrove, a Democrat, has said he will sign the bill into law if it passes. 

*la. teen conference on 'converting' gays draws more than 700
BRANDON, Fla. (AP)—More than 700 parents, teachers, pastors and youth work­

ers showed up in this small town 20 miles east of Tampa to attend a conference 
designed to send teens the message that they can change their sexual orientation. 
"This message is just unheard of: Homosexuals can be changed," said John Paulk dur­
ing a break in the all-day gay conversion symposium he helped coordinate. "We of all 
people should know what it's like to be there." Paulk, 36, is a policy analyst with 
Focus on the Family, a Colorado Springs-based conservative Christian organization in 
its second year of hosting symposiums around the country. Paulk also heads a group 
called Exodus International, which is designed to help homosexuals make the transi­
tion. While Paulk and the conference focused on one side of the debate, a group of 200 
pro-gay and lesbian activists met across town in Tampa, holding placards reading: "Ex 
Gay. No Way." and "Stay Outta My Genes."

—From staff and wire reports

If you are seriously ill, money 
shouldn’t be an added source of stress.
Selling your life insurance policy is an option to consider.

M. Bryan Freeman 
Founder & Chief Client Advocate

iSS:

As one of the oldest viatical settlement 

brokers, we have the experience and 
knowledge to get you the highest 
cash settlement possible.
★ One quick, simple application

★ Competitive bidding process among 
multiple funding sources

★ Any size policy

★ No cost or obligation at any time

★ All policy types considered, including 
some less than two years old

★ HIV and other serious illnesses

★ Qualify up to 900 T-cells

★ Your settlement may be tax-free

★ Confidentiality, now and always

Return your completed 

application and receive 

a free videotape:

Exercises for

People with HIV 

by People With HIV.

BENEFITS 
AMERICA

Celebrating 10 years as your advocate.

800-777-8878 www.benefitsamerica.com
Member: Viatical Association of America Benefits America NA, Inc.

/ /HOUSTON

CeUbmting 25 (fears 
in the Community

CatfwCic Mass Celebrated
Saturdays at 7:30pm

1307-M ‘dale • 713-880-2872

Sterling McCall Toyota

DIANA HUNTRESS

Schedule an Appointment and come in to 
register to win a FREE BIG SCREEN TV 

dhuntress ©sterlingmccalltoyota. com 
713-270-3900 x 3833 or 713-398-7827

dow t delotf/l
YOU NEED TO BUY A CAR TODAY! e

CUSTOMER CASH AVAILABLE 
ON SEVERAL MODELS 0
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ROCK.SENSUAL

Waves Of Rain 
The New Album From Liquid-i 

Available at Wherehouse Music, Soundwaves, 
Cactus, Sam Goody (Willowbrook & Village) 

www.EmuIsionRecords.com
For more information call 713-787-5455

“Rain is solid.” -Houston Press

“Waves of Rain is a sumptuous, 
auditory feast that will leave you 
satiated.” -Urban Beat

____________________

■

Welcome to a world of opportunities
in the Foreign Exchange Spot Market

www.frankwell.com

Williams Tower #5800 
Houston,TX 77056 
713-622-1111

24-hour Market 
Offshore Investment 
Attractive Pricing 
Maximum Liquidity

contact:
Conrad C. Kraus

■ ■■■■■■
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PF LAG Houston is launching an awareness campaign that will place billboards 

in strategic locations throughout metropolitan Houston over the next twelve 

months. You can help us realize our mission of support, education and 

advocacy by becoming a sponsor. Please offer your monetary support by calling 

713-46PFLAG today. Together we can create new awareness for PFLAG 

Houston and share our journey of love with thousands of other families.

PFLAG HOUSTON
PARENTS, FAMILIES, & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND GAYS

Please make checks payable to:
PFLAG Houston indicating Billboard Campaign Contribution”.

Mail to: PFLAG Houston 2700 Albany, Suite 304, Houston, Texas 77006-1559

PFLAG Houston is a Non-Profit 501(c)(3) Organization (ID 1176-0372170).
Your donation is tax deductible and businesses have the option 

to write off their contribution as a business expense.

HE STRONGEST IDEAS have always 
been the simplest ones. The ones that grow from 
vision. At Chase Texas, it is our vision to manage 
diversity as we would any other strategic resource. 
We have made diversity an integral component 
of our culture because we know that bringing 
collective experiences and skills to the table 
enables us to do things that none of us could do 
alone. A simple idea that inspires great rewards.

QCHASE
The right relationship is everything.™

Member FDIC
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Vermont House committee passes civil unions bill for gays

z
o
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MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP)—The House Judiciary 
Committee on Wednesday recommended on a 10-1 

fcpte creating "civil unions" for gay men and les- 
^ians, which would be the most far-reaching 

domestic partnership system in the nation. "I'm 
incredibly proud of what we've done," Rep. 
William Lippert, a Democrat and only openly gay 
member of the Legislature, said outside the 
cramped committee room moments after the panfel 
voted. Randall Terry, an anti-abortion activist from 
New York who has set up shop in Vermont to make 
opposing rights for gays and lesbians his primary 
cause, stood near the door scowling. "The day of 
judgment is coming, folks," Terry said. Only Rep. 
William Mackinnon, a Democrat, voted against the 
bill because, he argued, gays should be granted full 
marriage equal to what heterosexuals enjoy. The bill 
approved by the committee grants to gay men and 
lesbians all of the benefits and rights or marriage 
the state of Vermont can legally offer. The bill is not 

■kely to go to a floor debate until the middle of the 
month Gov. Howard Dean supports the measure. In
a related story, nine Republicans and three Democrats called for the impeachment of 
Vermont Supreme Court justices who forced the legislature to take up the issue, the 
Washington Blade reported Feb. 18.

Resignations follow publisher's refusal to print pro-gay news
LOS ANGELES (AP)—A group of weekly newspapers distributed free to 126,000 house­

holds has created an outcry with its refusal to publish news favorable to gay or pro-choice 
viewpoints. More than a dozen editorial employees of two of the papers have quit since 
the policy was enforced. "We've received 400 e-mails this week that are just positive and 
supportive," said chief operating officer Todd Hansen, who also reported 400 cancella­
tions and 13 new advertisers because of the uproar. The controversy stems from a com­
munity calendar listing for a local PFLAG chapter that ran in the Atascadero Gazette from 
Nov. 25 until Feb. 17, when editor Ron Bast was told the owner had ordered the listing 
pulled. Bast, who has since resigned, said he was told there were to be no stories that 
showed gays or abortion in a favorable light. "The issue has everything to do with integri­

ty and nothing to do with journalistic ethics," said owners Mary and David Weyrich in a 
Bceb. 24 statement. "Call us old-fashioned, but it hasn't been too many years since our pro­

fessed beliefs were the accepted norm in America."

Mich, mayor faces fine for pamphlet on defeated gay rights ballot
FERNDALE, Mich. (AP)—An ordinance that would have banned discrimination against 

gays was narrowly defeated in Ferndale, a Detroit suburb, on Feb. 22 by a margin of 117 
votes. Meanwhile, Tom McMillin, the mayor of nearby Auburn Hills, may have violated 
state election laws in attempting to influence the election by circulating 5,000 pamphlets 
opposing the referendum. McMillin's organization, Oakland County Residents for Equal 
Rights Not Special Rights, received funding from the Tupelo, Miss.-based American Family 
Association and their address was omitted from the pamphlets, which is a violation of state 
election laws. McMillin, who became Auburn Hills mayor in November, defended the 
mailing. "So 1 didn't put a post office box on it—what good would that have done them?" 
he asked. "We had our name on it." Anne Corgan, director of the compliance and rules 
division of the state's election commission, said failing to include an address on campaign 
literature is a misdemeanor punishable by 93 days in jail and a $1,000 fine.

Jjay teen's clothing prompts debate at Oregon high school 
H GRESHAM, Ore. (AP)—Oregon school administrators have started policing a high 
school student's wardrobe because he wore a dress to school after they asked him to stop 
wearing gay-themed T-shirts and pins. Brian Peters, a junior, started wearing a more "out" 
wardrobe this year at Sam Barlow High School, starting with buttons on his backpack, then 
"out" T-shirts like "Sorry Girls, I'm Gay." When school administrators Peters him to 
remove the pins and to cover the T-shirt, the self-described activist struck back. "If you 
want to see gay, I'll show you gay," he said. The next day, he wore a black velvet dress, 
high-heeled pumps and red lipstick. Now his attire is screened daily by Barlow Assistant 
Principal Vai Garrison. The case has caused teachers and students to talk about free speech, 
homophobia, gay rights and dress codes. Peters and his allies, for example, believe his 
clothing is neither "sexual" nor "disruptive." But Principal Wally Scherler and other staff 
said cross-dressing is disruptive because it can prompt hoots, snickers and stares. This con­
troversy has left Peters depressed, sad, singled out, and angry. "I feel like they're putting 
me back in the closet," he said.

—From staff and wire reports

Catholic Bishop Kenneth Angel 
called Feb. 17 for a constitutional 
amendment overturning the 
Vermont Supreme Court's ruling on 
gay couples, while others demand­
ed impeachment of the justices.

I When you have
I issues to deal with, 

being gay shouldn’t 
be one of them.
If you’re struggling with addiction o 

| depression, you need a treatment 
I center where you can
I be yourself....
| Where you can talk frankly and 
| safely to people who understand 
■ you.
■
8 We’re Pride Institute, the nation’s
I leader in providing treatment for
I the gay, lesbian, bisexual and
I transgendered communities. We
I have programs offering residential, 
I outpatient and halfway house 
I services. You have the power.
| Call us today.

FT. LAUDERDALE CHICAGO MINNEAPOUS
NEW YORK NEW JERSEY DALLAS

▼ PRIDE
I INSTITUTE
800-54-PRIDE

• ■

Medicare and most insurance plans c< 
www.pdde-institute.com

our

I
■w
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JCAHO Accredited

Resurrection MCC
713-861-9149

1919 Decatur St. • Houston, Texas 77007
www. mccr-hou. com

H.O.M.E. Groups
(Homes Open for Ministry and Encouragement)

Resurrection MCC
has small groups which meet regularly in 
private homes throughout Houston and 

Beaumont areas for study, prayer, fellowship, 
and ministry to each other and others.

Adults seeking to grow in their faith together with 
others are welcome to participate.

For more information, or for locations of groups near you, 
please call the church office at 713-861-9149

Worship Services are Sundays at Sam & 11am 
and Wednesdays at 7pm
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Every time a gay voter steps into the booth, 
we consider how important our civil rights 
should be in deciding which lever to pull. 
Never is that decision more important than 
when we decide who will occupy the White 
House for the next four years.

Of course being gay is only one part of who 
you are. Of course you have a general affinity 
on non-gay issues with one party or another, 
or one candidate or another.

But consider, after relative prosperity at 
home and abroad under presidents from both 
parties, how much more important it should 
be at this time in our country's history to vote 
our civil rights, not our pocketbooks.

With that exhortation in mind, the Houston 
Voice is grading the major presidential candi­
dates from both parties on our prospects for 
fair treatment under their administration. 
When you vote on March 14, we hope that you 
will keep this report card in mind.

Never before has there been a serious presi­
dential contender like Bill Bradley. Since his first 
public pronouncements of the campaign on gay 
civil rights last fall, Bradley has led the way.

On "Don't Ask, Don't Tell," he was the first 
to announce his opposition to anything less 
than equal treatment for gays in the military. 
On the Knight Initiative in California against 
gay marriage, he was the first presidential can­
didate to call for its defeat.

On basic civil rights, he advocates amend­
ing the historic 1964 Civil Rights Act to pro­
hibit discrimination in employment and pub­
lic accommodations, as well as housing.

To be sure, Bradley has been fairly criticized 
for his newfound voice on gay rights. His 
Senate voting record is a solid one, but his 
promises of leadership on our issues lack 
much historical foundation.

He is also an opponent of gay marriage, but 
even there Bradley favors the broadest benefits 
of domestic partnership. It would be a sepa­
rate and unequal institution, but it is the best 
offered by any candidate running.

Al Gore has thus far run the classic "safe 
campaign of an incumbent, only his current 
job is vice president and voters look for more 
leadership in their commanders-in-chief.

On gay rights, Gore has been the consum­
mate follower, adopting a more progressive 
position only when pressed by his opponent.

On DADT, Gore sounded" like George W. 
Bush last fall when he advocated more com­
passionate enforcement." Only after Bradley 
and both Clintons called for DADT to be 
scrapped, did Gore chime in.

On the Knight Initiative, he professed igno­

rance until Bradley took a position; that quick­
ly educated Gore into a likewise position.

Gore also opposes gay marriage, and months 
after Bradley called for broad DP rights, Gore 
tried to match positions but it led him only to 
push for a federal commission to study to what 
extent we are entitled to equality.

The one gay rights issue on which Gore has 
chosen to differentiate himself from Bradley is 
also the most telling. Time and again, the vice 
president has criticized his challenger for 
advocating federal civil rights protection for 
gays for anything beyond employment.

Gore's limited view of federal civil rights 
isn't just a strategy call, either. He has touted 
that difference to African-American leaders, 
warning them that Bradley threatens to "open 
up" the 1964 Civil Rights Act for gays, thus 
threatening it with amendments that might 
undermine affirmative action.

Wedge politics aren't entirely new to 
Democrats, who play the "class" card with 
regularity, but preaching the politics of divi­
sion among minority groups ought to be intol­
erable. And HRC ought to remember whose 
ox got gored by the vice president.

For seven years, lesbian and gay Americans 
have endured too much lip service and too 
many failed promises from the White House. 
When Gore shows himself this early unwilling 
to lead and willing to sacrifice our rights to a 
higher vote count elsewhere, we should con­
sider ourselves warned.

The maverick senator from Arizona has 
unquestionably caught the imagination of 
many Americans, and gay voters have by no 
means been immune to his appeal. For one 
thing, his insurgent campaign has tweaked the 
Republican establishment, which through 
gents like Newt Gingrich and Trent Lott has 
been no friend to gays.

Still, there's no escape from McCain's stead­
fast opposition to our civil rights. He favors 
"Don't Ask, Don't Tell" and opposes adoption 
rights and hate crime protection.

Just last Sunday, minutes after emphasizing 
he's against discrimination in any form, 
including against gays, he explained his oppo­
sition to the Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act as a straightforward vote against "special 
classes" of citizens.

Civil rights laws have categories—like race, 
religion, gender or sexual orientation— 
because those are the identified bases upon 
which people discriminate. There's nothing 
special about being in a class of people sub­

ject to discrimination.
His vaunted "Straight Talk Express" has 

also derailed on some important social issues. 
When pressed in South Carolina for his posi­
tion on the Confederate flag, he insisted he 
doesn t meddle in state-level issues. A week 
later, he happily endorsed the Knight 
Initiative, which would decide California's 
position on gay marriage.

Still, McCain earns a slightly higher grade 
because he has not resorted to gay-baiting like 
so many others in his party, and he shows 
greater degree of comfort and openness on gaj 
rights than any serious Republican presiden­
tial candidate to date.

His decision to meet with representatives of 
the Log Cabin Republicans is an important sig­
nal that his office door and his mind are open, 
and his maverick streak at least gives legiti­
mate cause for hope.

But lest we get carried away, John McCain is 
no gay rights Trojan horse at the Republican 
Party. A vote for McCain is a vote for more con­
servatives on the Supreme Court and a guar­
anteed four-year wait for civil rights protec­
tion. There are better messages to send with 
your ballot.

When George W. Bush announced his 
candidacy last year, he excited many gay 
moderates who saw in his "compassionate 
conservative" message a move away from 
the religious right that has come to domi­
nate the party's primaries.

But much like his father's promise of a "kinder 
and gentler'* GOP, George W. has thus far shown 
compassion only for fellow conservatives.

Like McCain, Bush is opposed to every 
form of gay civil rights, from adoption and 
marriage to hate crimes, employment protec­
tion and military service.

Early on, he said on national television his^ 
ideal Supreme Court justice was Antonir^ 
Scalia, the ardently anti-gay jurist who 
mocked and belittled the majority for its nar­
row recognition of gay rights in the Colorado 
Amendment 2 case.

And even before he showed the first 
signs of weakness in the polls, he said last 
year he wouldn't even meet with Log 
Cabin Republicans because he is "a uniter 
not a divider," an Orwellian stand if there 
ever was one.

His first campaign stop after losing the New 
Hampshire primary was at the notoriously 
bigoted institution of Bob Jones University. So 
the candidate proves he's a "united not a 
divider" by refusing to meet with those seek­
ing civil rights protection but embracing those 
who demonize blacks, Catholics and gays.

Bush has since offered belated, half-heartedF 
apologies for appearing at a school that forbids 
interracial dating and spews anti-Catholic 
hatred. But he has been completely silent on 
the BJU policy of excommunicating openly 
gay alums, who are informed in writing that 
they are subject to arrest for trespass should 
they return to campus.

Like his father, George W. comes across as a 
good-hearted, if soft-headed man missing that 
darned vision thing." Unfortunately, that 
makes him a fairly empty vessel vulnerable to 
whomever can claim credit for his election.

So far, that's the anti-gay GOP establish­
ment and virulently anti-gay religious right.



HOUSTON VOICE • MARCH 3, 2000 VOICES AND ECHOES 9

by DREW PLANT

I only had cable televi­
sion installed a few short 
years ago. I just didn't

her name when she knew Jesus had 
directed her to show business. I won­
dered how she (and the Lord) could have 
chosen that name, but I wondered even 
more how they did that facelift on her 
after the stroke. Interesting combo.

Apparently Dottie has penned some 
well-known and respectable gospel 
tunes, but the ones she sings on late-night 
TEN seem to involve your Chrysler 
breaking down on the way to church 
services. 1 like Dottie because she talks 
about herself a lot when she witnesses 
and that's something I can respect.

Then there is Marilyn Hickey. She does­
n't sing, but she can work a bouffant better 
than Georgia's own Nancy Schaeffer. 
Marilyn has a ministry that seems to 
revolve around you sending her money or 
going on a trip with her somewhere to a 
Third World country so you can scare 
underprivileged children with tales of hell 
and coiffure only the devil himself could 

watching? It's Rooms to Go meets the 
Palace at Versailles.

All of this grandness takes place in 
Trinity City, because it takes a city to hold 
the extended TEN family.

That family includes Edith and LaVerne 
Tripp. I believe husband La Verne is the res­
ident minister of Trinity City and wife 
Edith—with her big hips, paste-on lashes 
and coal black hair—is generally just intro­
duced as "a Native American princess." I 
didn't know our country's first people had 
royalty, but there she is, right where the 
reservation meets the outlet mall.

Tire Tripps witness a lot, but they also 
sing. Come to think of it, everybody on 
TEN sings. Or they try to anyway, bless 
their little hearts. Edith and LaVerne sing 
with a son and some other unfortunately 
large family member as The Tripp Family. 
And, honey, this ain't the sound of music.

The Tripps sing with passion and pre­
recorded accompaniment, but I'll be

know what I was missing.
Even with all of those new channels, I 

quickly found my new favorite channel, and 
I have been faithful to it. And faithful is the 
key word here. I'm talking about the Trinity 
Broadcasting Network. Praise cable televi­
sion. And Praise big hair and tacky sets.

My best friend accuses me of having bad 
taste and indeed my bad taste had found 
new focus. I also had found a new friend 
and soulmate-in-tackiness in the person of 
Jan Crouch. That would be Jan your crying 
hostess and co-founder of TEN.

Jan and her husband Paul started their 
empire with prayer, some pennies and a 
wiglet. As the empire grew, so did Jan's 
hair. She now sports something on her head 
that I am sure is a conglomeration of sever-

PLANT LIFE

Loving the Lord—and the look—on cable

■ ■■

TBN's Jan Crouch has inherited Tammy 
Faye's fashion sense, and her penchant for 
'love gifts' (payable by check, credit card or 
money order).

al Dynel, hair-like wig products. It also is a 
slightly pink color. You might call it 
Heavenly Pink.

The ever-tearful, prayerful and humbling 
Jan complements her heavenward hair with 
raccoon-chic eye makeup and bride-of-the- 
old-west, prairie-looking dresses. A 
Kleenex tucked in the sleeve is easily con­
cealed by lacy fringe.

Break away from Jan's fashion sense and 
her pleas for "love gifts" (payable by check, 
credit card or money order), and you'll notice 
the sets. TEN has invested in a number of dif­

damned (oops, I don't really mean that) if 
they rehearse. And the singing son is fami­
ly in more ways than one, if you know what 
I mean. If he hasn't been on his knees in 
front of a man, then I haven't either.

Now another of my singing TEN 
favorites is Betty Jean Robinson. Poor Betty 
Jean is a "healthy girl" as my grandma 
would say, just about matching her height 
with her girth. Still, she wraps herself in the 
love of the Lord and some festive florals 
and sensible gingham fabrics and sings 
as if she could.

tease up.
The hunks of TEN make me hot and 

guilty. First there's Michael English. He's that 
contemporary Christian singer who got 
socially defrocked a few years ago for knock­
ing around with another Christian minstrel's 
wife. Well, honey, he tests my faith, too.

He's a former student of cosmetology 
(really), so I am holding out hope, but the 
man is hot. I am damn sure he is a gift of 
God. He is at the very least a sight for homy, 
er, sore eyes. Michael must work out his 
bod as much as he works his hair.

hosts a TEN Video Gold show that gives 
me sinful thoughts. Every time.

So, I hope you will tune in. Jan loves you, 
and I love her. In the meantime, my person­
al pledge is to keep watching her and her 
friends. After all, they taught me the true 
meaning of cable television.

ferent lovely sets for its on-air crusades.
The baroque, gilt, over-sized furniture 

is heaven on earth. Who couldn't sit in 
this kingdom of bad taste and have a 
good cry with several million strangers 

Betty Jean cries a lot, too, and tells you of 
her own temptations, which I think mainly 
involve buffet lines.

Then there's Dottie Rambo, who 
revealed in one telecast how she chose 

Carman is my other parochial para­
mour. He is the one-named, Eastern 
European-looking, middle-aged babe 
who makes sassy, overly butch, overly 
theatrical videos about his faith. He even

Drew Plant often calls friends late at night so 
they can tune in and share especially moving 
segments ofTBN programming. He wants you 
to know TBN also is on the web at wwiv.tbn.org; 
Drew can be reached at drewplant@sovo.com.

LETTERS

Marriage a special 
right for straights
To the Editor:

I do not believe that I have ever seen any­
thing in Houston Voice with which I agree 
more than the editorial "Who wants to triv­
ialize marriage?" (Feb. 25).

Keep in mind these words that appeared 
|n the amicus brief submitted to the 
Vermont Supreme Court by Pat Robertson s 
legal cadre: "The result of cutting off oui 
cultural understanding of and commitment 
to heterosexual marriage may well be to 
make marriage a less realistic option, and 
perhaps even practically unavailable, to 
many in our society."

Until these anti-Constitution legal charla­
tans of theocracy are forced to try to prove 
these claims—which, of course, are unprov- 
able—same-sex couples will be forced to 
stand by without legal rights or remedies 
while Rev. Moon presides over a million 
episodes of Fox's "Who Wants To Marry A 
Multi-Millionaire Who Isn't The Same Sex 

As You Are?"—each with 50,000 Rick 
Rockwells marrying 50,000 Darva Congers, 
creating 50,000 marriages, burdening 
50,000 employee benefit programs, burden­
ing the government 50,000 times with ini­
tial marriage paperwork, and burdening 
the government 50,000 more times when 
the couples get divorced, the marriages 
annulled, or when one of the spouses dies, 
necessitating Social Security death benefits.

Who's tired of a nation that gives special 
rights to heterosexuals?

Katrina Rose 
Minnesota

Will Paramount stay 
silent on 'Dr. Laura"?
To the Editor:

I am writing to oppose the airing of 
the "Dr. Laura" television program, 
which will air on Houston's KPRC 
Channel 2 in September ("'Frasier' pro­
ducer slams Paramount on 'Dr. Laura'," 
Feb 25). Popularity should not be the 

only major factor in determining who to 
put on our nation's airwaves. Message, 
character and context should be just as 
important factors.

When will we learn as a nation that pan­
dering to the worst in our character ulti­
mately hurts all of us. The names of George 
Wallace, Joseph McCarthy, Orville Faubus, 
Walter Winchell and their like are not that 
far back in our history. They have their 
modern-day banner carriers in people like 
Dr. Laura, Rush Limbaugh and Pat 
Robertson. It is a simple truth that if Dr. 
Laura were making the kinds of statements 
about other minorities that she makes 
about gay men and lesbians, she would be 
driven from the airwaves.

So Paramount, will you remain silent? 
Will you just go forward providing a bully 
pulpit for this flagrant bigot? Just because 
she isn't male, middle aged, with a 
Southern accent and a beer belly, doesn't 
mean she isn't just as bigoted as that 
Southern stereotype.

Jeffrey Garrett
Houston

Let us know what you think 
Send the editor your letters 

(400 words maximum) 
or op-ed submissions 

(800 words maximum). 
Names may be withheld upon 

request, but submissions 
must include a name and phone 

number for verification.
Houston Voice, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, 

Houston, TX 77006 
fax: 713-529-9531 

e-mail: editor@houstonvoice.com
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Condemned killer faces re-arrest if freed in Houston
Continued from Page 1

The judge also pointed to Burdine's good 
behavior during 16 years in prison as evidence 
that he would not be a danger to society.

"In fact, the court is only aware of one inci­
dent involving Burdine. In that incident, 
Burdine was the victim of an unprovoked and 
vicious attack by a fellow inmate which left 
him permanently disfigured and disabled," 
Hittner said, referring to an attack that blind­
ed Burdine's left eye.

"Moreover, Burdine suffers irreparable 
harm each day that he is imprisoned in viola­
tion of the United States Constitution," the 
judge said.

Hittner gave the state five days to release 
Burdine, but the Texas Attorney General's 
office said it will ask a federal appeals court in 
New Orleans to block the release.

"We are filing an immediate appeal and are 
confident the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals will 
block the release and keep Mr. Burdine in 
prison," said a one-sentence statement issued 
by the attorney general's office Wednesday.

Local authorities to intervene
McGlasson and co-counsel Mandy Welch 

both said they are concerned that if Burdine is 
released on Monday, Harris County officials 
would intervene.

And they will, according to Harris County 
District Attorney John B. Holmes.

"We're going to tread water until March 6 
while the attorney general works his magic in 
the Sth Circuit," Holmes told the Houston 

Chronicle. "If they won't consider the appeal 
on an emergency basis, [prison officials] will 
unlock the door and let Burdine free. Our 
standby position will move him to the Harris 
County Jail."

Holmes said Burdine will be re-arrested on 
the same 1983 indictment under which he was 
charged with killing his roommate.

But Hittner's ruling leaves doubt about 
whether that's possible. The judge cited an 
appellate rule that a prisoner be freed on person­
al recognizance while a release order is appealed.

Burdine's 1984 trial was ruled invalid by 
Hittner in September because of overwhelm­
ing evidence that Burdine's then-lawyer Joe 
Cannon, who died in 1998, slept through large 
portions of the trial. In Hittner's September 
ruling, he gave the state 120 days to retry or 
release the man.

But the state did neither. They appealed the 
judge's order without asking the judge to stay, 
or suspend, the judgment. The 120 days 
expired on Jan. 27.

Last month, Hittner ordered state lawyers 
to appear and explain why they should not be 
held in contempt for violating his order. They 
apologized for their mistake. But since the 
time period had expired, Hittner said 
Wednesday that he could not modify the retry 
or release order issued in September.

But Hittner also said that a new trial would 
not violate Burdine's constitutional rights.

"This is a wonderful development for Texas 
in that there is someone looking out for the cit­
izens and trying to keep them alive in the face 
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of bad lawyering," William Moffitt, president 
of the National Association of Criminal 
Defense Attorneys, told the Nezo York Times.

A flawed trial
Burdine's 16 years on death row began after 

he was convicted of the April 1983 robbery 
and murder of W.T. Wise, a 50-year-old night 
supervisor for a security service.

Testimony showed that the pair had a rela­
tionship and had been living together for 3 
1/2 months before a dispute caused Burdine 
to move out of their trailer. Burdine told police 
that Wise wanted him to work as a prostitute.

Evidence showed Burdine and an accom­
plice, Douglas McCreight, were involved in 
the burglary in which Wise was stabbed. 
McCreight served eight years in prison for a 
lesser crime before he was paroled.

Burdine admitted to taking part in the bur­
glary, but said he did not kill Wise.

"I've never denied the fact I took part in the 
burglary. I've done 16 years for the burglary. 
That's almost a life sentence," he said. "If 1 
had killed to begin with, then I could under­
stand. I was there, I just didn't stop it. I never 
killed before and don't plan to kill now."

Welch has said she would like to see 
Burdine eventually get a sentence of less than 
life in prison.

But even if appeals based on inadequate 
legal counsel fail for Burdine, attorneys can 
press ahead with new challenges based on 
anti-gay slurs used by a prosecutor and 
Burdine's defense attorney during the 1984 
trial, Welch said.

Cannon, already accused of sleeping 
through parts of the trial, also used an anti-gay 
slur against his own client, Welch said. That 
could be additional proof of inadequate legal 
representation, she said, adding that the anti- 
gay slur is important, but other issues in the 
appeals process have kept it from surfacing.

And in 1995, gay activists and the American 
Civil Liberties Union called Burdine's 1984 
trial a "travesty of justice" because of anti-gay 
slurs by a prosecutor and Cannon.

The ACLU filed a brief in the case as a judge 
was preparing an execution order for Burdine. 
Hittner later granted a stay of execution on April 
11,1995, the day Burdine was to be executed.

At issue were comments made by prosecu­
tor Ned Morris during closing arguments in 
the 1984 trial.

"Sending a homosexual to the penitentiary 
certainly isn't a very bad punishment for a 
homosexual, and that's what (Cannon) is ask­
ing you to do," Morris told the jury.

Morris was accused of playing on incorrect 
stereotypes and images of gays to prejudice 
jurors against the gay defendant.

Cannon was also accused of allowing three 
people onto the Burdine jury who admitted 
prejudice against gays and was criticized for 
failing to call witnesses who might have 
helped the defense.

Cannon denied the charges.

'The greatest day'
On Wednesday, a CBS television crew was 

interviewing Burdine as news of the judge's rul­
ing arrived, according to the Associated Press.

Burdine called it "the greatest day of my life." 
"I'm gonna get to hug my mama," he said. 
McGlasson said Burdine understands that

Calvin Burdine was sent to death row in 1984
for his role in the murder of his former boyfriend.

he may not be freed, but Burdine was already 
planning his future when he spoke to a 
reporter last month.

He said he might move to Lake Livingston, 
75 miles northeast of Houston, or to 
Oklahoma. i

"The state of Texas don't have to worry 
about Calvin Burdine. We've got 80 acres in 
Oklahoma, and 1 can get out there and fish 
and relax—out of sight and out of mind. I 
don't want them to think I'm going to roar 
down those streets and in those bars. I'm not 
like that anymore," Burdine said.

McGlasson said Hittner is trying get justice 
for Burdine by once again ruling that Burdine 
at least get a new trial, whether his release is 
blocked or riot.

"What Judge Hittner has ordered is that 
Calvin Burdine get a real trial with a lawyer 
that's awake," McGlasson said.

Moffitt, who has been a defense lawyer for 
more than 25 years, said the case was unusual.

"The trend," he told the Times, "has been 
that the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals gen­
erally passes on these kinds of cases and 
allows people to die. I'm happy that a federal 
judge at least has finally stood up and said, 
'Where there is an ineffective lawyer, we're 
going to do something about it.' "

Texas' death penalty policies have recently 
been the focus of national attention both 
because of the number of executions and the 
visibility of Gov. George W. Bush's presiden­
tial campaign. There have been 121 executions 
in Bush's administration, the Times reported.

On Thursday, the ACLU called on Bush to 
suspend the death penalty in Texas.

"The justice system failed not only Calvin 
Burdine, but also the people of Texas by per­
mitting bigotry and shoddy representation to 
open the door to this result," said Matt Coles, 
director of the ACLU's Lesbian and Gay 
Rights Project.

In a letter sent to Bush today, the ACLU 
said an immediate moratorium on the death 
penalty is the "moral and Constitutional" 
response to continued injustice in Texas' capi­
tal punishment system.

"This is not the only case where gay men or 
lesbians have been sentenced to death because 
of their sexual orientation," Coles said. "Just 
as the death penalty is applied selectively to 
people of color and low-income people, it is 
also used against lesbian and gay people. It's 
unconscionable and it's also unconstitutional."

Bush has said he opposes Burdine's release.
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AIDS ride officials hope large turnout improves event finances
Continued from Page 1

Fillmore, who previously worked in the ride's Houston 
office, moved to Dallas after the 1999 event and the Houston 
office was closed.

"The fact is that we had less riders on the road because of 
the controversy with the 1998 numbers," Fillmore said.

The final 1999 accounting, which could be released within 
days, is expected to be "slightly better" than in 1998, "but 
only marginally," according to Steve Hawkins, a board mem­
ber of the Resource Center of Dallas, which is the lead bene­
ficiary of the event and responsible for the ride's finances.

"There is no campaign to make the numbers out to be 
something other than they are. The secret to the event is butts 
in seats. It's a high fixed-cost event," Hawkins said.

< i
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Some 700 cyclists turned Memorial Park into a tent city when 
they camped overnight during the AIDS ride in 1998.

Who takes part
The Resource Center and other benefiting agencies provide 

seed money for the Texas AIDS Ride in hopes of recouping 
their investment, plus a profit. But while the costs of fund-rais­
ing are high, consuming all but 15 percent of the money col­
lected, the return on each agency's initial investment is higher 
than the return on most traditional investments.

Beneficiaries for the 1998 event recovered their initial 
investment, or seed money, and made a profit of about 56 
percent. Profits from the 1999 event are expected to be about 
60 percent.

In addition to the Resource Center, eight other agencies 
take part in the ride, including AIDS Services of Dallas, AIDS 
Interfaith Network of Tarrant County in Fort Worth, AIDS 
Services of North Texas in Denton and Plano, AmFAR and 
the National Minority AIDS Council.

In Houston, Center for AIDS, New Hope Counseling 
Center and PWA Coalition participate.

Center for AIDS has continued to take part in the Texas 
AIDS Ride, despite the departure of seven other beneficiaries 
because of the positive attention the event attracts to 

HIV/AIDS issues and the high return on the initial invest­
ment, said Michael Peranteau, the center's co-founding direc­
tor.

Media coverage and public participation as the ride pass­
es through small Texas towns is an important reason for the 
agency to continue to participate, he said.

"We're happy with the financial returns and we're espe­
cially happy with all the other returns that you can't put a 
dollar amount on," Peranteau said.

Don Maison, executive director of AIDS Services of Dallas, 
said proceeds from the help make up for a gap left by slim 
state funding.

"You know what happens to social services in Texas. They 
get shafted," Maison said. "We need this to supplement what 
little money we get from federal and local governments."

Seven agencies, stretching across the state, have with­
drawn from the event this year, including AIDS Coalition of 
Coastal Texas in Galveston, AIDS Resources of Rural Texas, 
Body Positive Wellness Center in Houston and Legacy 
Counseling Center in Dallas.

But some of those groups said concerns about the event's 
finances did not cause them to leave the event.

In Dallas, AIDS Arms dropped out after acquiring the 
rights to that city's AIDS walk, according to Rodney 
Holcomb, executive director. Legacy Counseling Center 
streamlined its programs and became involved in other fund- 
raising events, said Melissa Grove, the group's executive 
director.

Across the state, Deborah Benedict, a consultant for Border 
AIDS Project, said her organization needed to keep its money 
free for immediate grants. Katherine Greysen of HIV Wellness 
Center in Austin said the agency dropped out because the ride 
does not come through their dty.

Andy McPhaul, executive director of AIDS Coalition of 
Coastal Texas, declined to comment on the Texas AIDS Ride.

Registration underway
Almost 300 riders have registered so far for the 2000 event, 

said Janie Bush, who operates the event's pledge office at the 
resource center.

Bush would not say if that figure is on track with expecta­
tions. But organizers said they want 1,000 people to take part 
in this year's ride.

Fillmore said that while other officials hope for 1,000 rid­
ers, he would like to see 1,200 and he is focusing efforts on 
assuring that people who register actually show up for the 
event.

"The main change [from 1999 to 2000] is going to be in recruit­
ment because we have already trimmed expenses," he said.

Hawkins, a resource center board member, said that his 
organization will have to decide whether it wants to partici­
pate in the 2001 event in August or September, before the ride 
takes place this year.

"If the performance is consistent with past levels, there's
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Jennifer Williams and Michael Roufa, both of Austin, in 
Memorial Park during a stretch of the Tanqueray's Texas AIDS 
Ride in 1998 that stopped overnight in Houston

certainly a chance we won't be involved," he said.
The ride generates a lot of enthusiasm and draws contri­

butions from many who would not otherwise give to AIDS 
causes, Hawkins said, but people who want to support an 
agency, rather than an event, can cut out a step.

"I'd be the first to tell you that if somebody wants their 
money to go directly to an agency, they shpuld write them a 
check," he said.

Tanqueray's Texas AIDS Ride
Oct. 12-15 
1-888-780-RIDE
www.aidsride.org

Oasis Esplanade
Accommodations fit for a King or Queen

A three level luxury apt., with rooftop garden & best 
view in New Orleans. 3 blocks to French Quarter. 

All amenities. Available for short term accommodations.

FOR RESERVATIONS: 800-575-9166 • 504-524-4248
1260 Esplanatk Ave. • New Orleans, LA 70116

Regina

Rob

713.661.7700
Business Insurance ▼ Workers Compensation 
Group Health ▼ Life Insurance & much more
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For Auto, Home & Health

Your 
Community 
Insurance
Agency!
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Provider dedicated to serving the HIV community

Now Accepting Medicare, PPOs 
& Standard Insurances.

Exercise Programs 
Personal Trainers 

Nutritional Intervention 
Massage Therapy 

Stress/Pain Managment
Neuropathy Therapy 

Peer Support 
Workshops & Seminars 

Steroid Education 
Increase Self Esteem

Patricia Salvato, MD 
Medical Director 

For more information call 
m3) 349-9750

Ed Kinser
BSMI, CRS 

Director: Kinetic Sports
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We service and repair all 
TYPES OF HAIR SYSTEMS, WHILE 

you wait. Full service, $30

CONQUER AGING WITH MICRO-DERMABRASION

MILLENNIUM SPECIAL

3843 N. Braeswood
713-669-0466

SPECTACULAR RESULTS!
•improve skin tone, clarity, elasticity

•effectively treats fine lines, wrinkles, sun

damage, acne scarring and hyperpigmentation

ASK ABOUT OUR
TRANSDERMAL HAIR REMOVAL PROCESS

TRANSDERMAL HAIR RESTORATION
All natural transdermal skin and 

transdermal lace technology___________

A fresh approach for restoring the skin 
you are born with.

Available NOW for men and women.
&

■

1 System...$650 • 2 Systems...$1200 
reg. $990 each. Offer valid ONLY January 1 - February 1, 2000

Health News
For more extensive coverage: www.houstonvoice.com

Maine is first to expand Medicaid to include HIV medications
WASHINGTON (AP)—In an experiment that could expand federal benefits to patients 

infected with HIV, the Clinton administration will allow Maine to provide Medicaid pay­
ments to people are HIV-positive but do not yet have AIDS. Previously, patients could not 
qualify until they had full-blown AIDS. Health Secretary Donna Shalala said Feb. 24 that 
Maine would be the first state to offer such a plan, "which can give more people living with 
HIV access to promising therapies." Wisconsin announced Feb. 27 that it would petition the 
federal government for similar permission. A previous request from Wisconsin was rejected 
in 1997. Without the plan, "the Medicaid program was in the untenable position of having to 
wait until someone grew so sick with AIDS that they became disabled" before treatment and 
drugs could be made available, said Francis Finnegan, Maine's Medicaid director. The state's 
five-year demonstration project begins in September. To be eligible, a participant must be 
HIV-positive and have an income of less than about $25,000.

Researchers fear gene patent could block new AIDS research
LOS ANGELES (AP)—A feud between two groups 

of researchers over who owns the rights to a gene that 
might be helpful in AIDS therapy threatens to slow the 
development of new drugs and treatment. Maryland­
based Human Genome Sciences secured a patent earli­
er this month that gives it a 17-year claim on a gene that 
apparently controls how AIDS begins infecting its vic­
tims. The biotech firm only isolated and decoded the 
gene, and company officials acknowledge they had no 
knowledge of its use when they applied for a patent in 
June 1995, but they now control who can use the gene 
in commercial development of new AIDS drugs. A 
group of academic scientists say they were the ones 
who proved the gene could be used to explain why 
some people repeatedly exposed to HIV never develop 
the disease. The ownership decision by the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office outraged the group of academic 
scientists who say the biotech firm co-opted their dis­
covery. "If the patent office awards a patent to someone 
who clones a gene, even though they have no notion of 
its function and no real idea of its use, that would be 
like saying, 'I found a fungus, therefore 1 should get 
credit for penicillin,"' said Dr. Robert Gallo, who head­
ed the academic researchers.

Researcher Robert Gallo said awarding 
a patent to a gene discoverer rather 
than its developer is like giving credit for 
penicillin to those who found the fungus.

■0

Hawaii, Maryland consider legalizing medical marijuana use
HONOLULU (AP)—Two states are considering bills that would line them up against the U.S. 

government on the issue of legalizing medical marijuana use. In Honolulu, Hawaii's House 
Judiciary Committee deferred action until Feb. 29 on a bill preventing authorities from arresting 
and prosecuting people who use marijuana for medical purposes. Meanwhile in Annapolis, 
Maryland's House Judiciary Committee opened hearings Feb. 24 on the issue. In Maryland, both 
the American Cancer Society, and the state's 6,000-member medical society do not support the 
bill. Since 1996, voters in six states have approved referenda on the medical use of marijuana.

In tourism-heavy Caribbean, silence over AIDS is hard to break
CHARLOTTE AMALIE, U.S. Virgin Islands (AP)—A Caribbean AIDS conference, 

designed to express solidarity with AIDS victims, had no attendees with HIV, providing a 
stark reminder of how stigmatized AIDS is in the tourism-dependent Caribbean islands. 
Simultaneous meetings had been scheduled Feb. 26 on Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad, the 
Bahamas and the Virgin Islands, but the hotel conference room in Charlotte Amalie had 
only five uninfected attendees. Peggy McEvoy, the top United Nations official on AIDS in 
the Caribbean, said the number infected with the HIV virus in the region likely exceeds 
500,000 and could reach 700,000—double the previously reported figure. "It is definitely an 
epidemic, and in the Caribbean we have the second largest (infection) incidence in the 
world after Africa," she said. It was reported last year that seven out of eight youths being 
infected between the ages of 10 and 19 are female.

Alaska House votes to regulate viatical settlement contracts
JUNEAU (AP)—Viatical settlement contracts would be regulated by the Alaska state 

government under a bill approved by that state's House Feb. 21. Republican Rep. Norm 
Rokeberg said that some viatical companies had started abusing policy owners when the 
policies did not "mature" as expected and investors lost money. Rokeberg said other states 
have seen marketing abuses in the sale of viatical settlement contract because risks are not 
adequately disclosed. House Bill 190 puts viatical settlements under insurance regulators 
before a contract of sale is signed and under securities regulators when a viatical settle­
ment provider begins to market the investments to others. The bill was approved 36-0 and 
now moves to the state Senate for consideration.

—From staff and wire reports
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S SUSTIVA is the first HIV drug approved to be taken once-a-day 
as part of your combination therapy. Just take three 200 mg capsules together once daily, 

with or without food; high fat meals should be avoided. Your doctor may suggest taking SUSTIVA

SUSTIVA
efavirenz

Pregnancy should be avoided in women receiving SUSTIVA because birth defects have been 

seen in primates dosed with SUSTIVA. Barrier contraception should always be used in combination 

with other methods of contraception.

at bedtime to reduce any side effects you may experience. Talk to your doctor when you start taking SUSTIVA. SUSTIVA may change the effect

SUSTIVA, an NNRTI*, must be used in combination with other 

HIV drugs.

SUSTIVA is tough on HIV. It reduces the amount of virus in your blood 

and increases the number of CD4 cells. SUSTIVA can even be used in young 

children, 3 years of age or older This is based on results from controlled clinical 

trials at 24 weeks. Presently there are no results from controlled clinical trials 

showing the long-term effects of SUSTIVA.

Now listed among 
preferred anti-HIV 

drugs in government 
guidelines.1

of other medicines (including ones for HIV). Always tell your doctor if 

you are taking, starting or changing any prescription or non-prescription 

medicine when taking SUSTIVA. Your doctor may change your medicines 

or change their dose. You should discuss your prior medical conditions 

(such as mental illness, substance abuse, hepatitis, etc.) with your doctor 

before taking SUSTIVA.

We know that coping with HIV is difficult enough. Your treatment doesn’t

SUSTIVA has manageable side effects. Most side effects are mild to

moderate and can be managed.The most significant side effects associated with SUSTIVA therapy

have to be. Ask your doctor about SUSTIVA. For more important information 

see the next page for Patient Information about SUSTIVA.

have been nervous system symptoms (dizziness, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble concentrating 

and/or abnormal dreams) and rash. These usually subside'within the first two to four weeks of 

treatment. In a small number of patients, rash may be serious. Taking SUSTIVA at bedtime may 

help make nervous system symptoms less noticeable.

FOR HIV
Finally, a once daily medication to treat HIV.

SUSTIVA. It’s about time.
www.sustiva.com

*NNRTI - non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor
For more information on SUSTIVA, call I-800-4PHARMA or visit our website at http://www.sustiva.com
For more information on the updated DHHS Guidelines, a PDF file of the guidelines is available at http://www.hivatis.org

I. Guidelines for the Use of Antiretroviral Agents in HIV-Infected Adults and Adolescents. Panel on Clinical Practices for Treatment of HIV infection, 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). December 1998.

SUSTIVA™ and the Sunburst Logo are trademarks of DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company.
Copyright © 1999 DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company. n'nTT^

WTO DuPont Pharmaceuticals
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Once Daily

SUSTIVA
efavirenz

SUSTIVA™ (efavirenz) capsules
Patient Information about SUSTIVA* 

(sus-TEE-vah) 
for HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) Infection 

Generic name: efavirenz (eh-FAH-vih-rehnz)
Ii : ••:••• 
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SUSTIVA

Please read this information before you start taking SUSTIVA. Read it again each time you refill your 
prescription, in case there is any new information. Don’t treat this leaflet as your only source of information 
about SUSTIVA. Always discuss SUSTIVA with your doctor when you start taking your medicine and at 
every visit. You should remain under a doctor’s care when using SUSTIVA. You should not change or stop 
treatment without first talking to your doctor.

What is SUSTIVA?
SUSTIVA is a medicine used to help treat HIV, the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immune deficiency 

syndrome). SUSTIVA is a type of HIV drug called a "non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor" (NNRTI).

How does SUSTIVA work?
SUSTIVA works by lowering the amount of HIV in the blood (called "viral load"). SUSTIVA must 

be taken with other anti-HIV medicines. When taken with other anti-HIV medicines, SUSTIVA has been 
shown to reduce viral load and increase the number of CD4 cells (a type of immune cell in blood). 
SUSTIVA may not have these effects in every patient.

Does SUSTIVA cure HIV or AIDS?
SUSTIVA is not a cure for HIV or AIDS. People taking SUSTIVA may still develop other infections 

associated with HIV. Because of this, it is very important that you remain under the care of your doctor.

Does SUSTIVA reduce the risk of passing HIV to others?
SUSTIVA has not been shown to reduce the risk of passing HIV to others. Continue to practice safe sex, 

and do not use or share dirty needles.

How should I take SUSTIVA?
• The dose of SUSTIVA for adults is 600 mg (three 200 mg capsules, taken together) once a day by mouth. 

The dose of SUSTIVA for children may be lower (see Can children take SUSTIVA?).
• Take SUSTIVA at the same time each day. You should take SUSTIVA at bedtime during the first few weeks 

or if you have side effects, such as dizziness or trouble concentrating (see What are the possible 
side effects of SUSTIVA?}.

• Swallow SUSTIVA with water, juice, milk or soda. You may take SUSTIVA with or without meals; however, 
SUSTIVA should not be taken with a high fat meal.

• Do not miss a dose of SUSTIVA. If you forget to take SUSTIVA, take the missed dose right away.
If you do miss a dose, do not double the next dose. Carry on with your regular dosing schedule.
If you need help in planning the best times to take your medicine, ask your doctor or pharmacist.

• Take the exact amount of SUSTIVA your doctor prescribes. Never change the dose on your own.
Do not stop this medicine unless your doctor tells you to stop.

• When your SUSTIVA supply starts to run low, get more from your doctor or pharmacy. This is very 
important because the amount of virus in your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped for 
even a short time. The virus may develop resistance to SUSTIVA and become harder to treat.

Can children take SUSTIVA?
Yes, children who are able to swallow capsules can take SUSTIVA. Rash may be a serious problem 

in some children. Tell your child's doctor right away if you notice rash or any other side effects while your 
child is taking SUSTIVA. The dose of SUSTIVA for children may be lower than the dose for adults. Capsules 
containing lower doses of SUSTIVA are available. Your child’s doctor will determine the right dose based 
on your child’s weight.

Who should not take SUSTIVA?
Do not take SUSTIVA if you are allergic to SUSTIVA or any of its ingredients.

What other medical problems or conditions should I discuss with my doctor?
Talk to your doctor right away if you:

• Are pregnant or want to become pregnant
• Are breast-feeding
• Have problems with your liver, or have had hepatitis
• Start or change any medicine
• Have side effects while taking SUSTIVA (efavirenz)
• Have a history of mental illness, substance or alcohol abuse

What are the possible side effects of SUSTIVA?
Many patients have dizziness, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble concentrating, and/or unusual 

dreams a few hours after starting treatment with SUSTIVA. These feelings may be less noticeable if you 
take SUSTIVA at bedtime. They also tend to go away after you’ve taken the medicine for a few weeks. 
Rarely, patients have more serious side effects that may affect mood or ability to think clearly. These side 
effects occur more often in patients with a history of mental illness or substance abuse. Tell your doctor 
promptly if any of these side effects continue or if they bother you. There is the possibility that these 
symptoms may be more severe if SUSTIVA is used with alcohol or mood altering (street) drugs. You should 
avoid driving or operating machinery if you are having these side effects.

One of the most common side effects is rash. These rashes usually go away without any change in 
treatment. In a small number of patients, rash may be serious. If you develop a rash, call your doctor promptly.

Other common side effects include tiredness, upset stomach, vomiting, and diarrhea. However, this 
is not a complete list of side effects reported with SUSTIVA when taken with other anti-HIV drugs. Do not 
rely on this leaflet alone for information about side effects. Your doctor can discuss a more complete list 
of side effects with you.

Please contact your doctor immediately before stopping SUSTIVA because of side effects. Tell your 
doctor or other healthcare provider if you notice any side effects while taking SUSTIVA.

What about birth control, pregnancy, or breast-feeding?
Women should not become pregnant while taking SUSTIVA. Birth defects have been seen in animals 

treated with SUSTIVA. It is not known whether this could happen in humans. You should use a condom 
or diaphragm in addition to other methods of birth control while taking SUSTIVA. Inform your doctor 
immediately if you are pregnant. If you want to become pregnant, talk to your doctor. Do not take SUSTIVA 
if you are breast-feeding. Talk to your doctor if you are breast-feeding your baby.

Can I take other medicines with SUSTIVA?
SUSTIVA may change the effect of other medicines (including ones for HIV). Your doctor may change 

your medicines or change their doses. For this reason, it is very important to:
• Let all your doctors and pharmacists know that you take SUSTIVA.
• Tell your doctors and pharmacists about all medicines you take. Thislncludes those you buy 

over-the-counter and herbal or natural remedies.
Bring all your medicines when you see a doctor, or make a list of their names, how much you take, 

and how often you take them. This will give your doctor a complete picture of the medicines you use. 
Then he or she can decide the best approach for your situation.

The following medicines may cause serious and life-threatening side effects when taken with SUSTIVA.
You should not take any of these medicines while taking SUSTIVA:**
• Hismanal® (astemizole)
• Propulsid® (cisapride)
• Versed® (midazolam)
• Halcion® (triazolam)
• Ergot medications (for example, Wigraine® and Cafergot®)

The following medicines may need to be changed or have their dose changed when taken with SUSTIVA:**
• Crixivan® (indinavir)
• Fortovase® (saquinavir)
• Biaxin® (clarithromycin)

How should I keep SUSTIVA?
SUSTIVA is available as 50 mg, 100 mg, and 200 mg capsules.

Keep SUSTIVA at room temperature (77°F) in the bottle given to you by your pharmacist.
The temperature can range from 59O-86°F

Keep SUSTIVA out of the reach of children.

How can I learn more about SUSTIVA?
Talk to your doctor or other healthcare provider if you have questions about either SUSTIVA or HIV. 

For additional information you can visit the SUSTIVA website at http://www.sustiva.com.

This medicine was prescribed for your particular condition. Do not use 
it for any other condition or give it to anybody else. Keep SUSTIVA out of 
the reach of children. If you suspect that more than the prescribed dose 
of this medicine has been taken, contact your local poison control center 

or emergency room immediately.

'SUSTIVA™ and the SUNBURST LOGO are trademarks 
of DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company.
Copyright© 1999 DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company

“The brands listed are the registered trademarks of their respective 
owners and are not trademarks of DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company.

flUPONt> DuPont Pharmaceuticals

Wilmington, DE 19880 
Issued September, 1998
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He could be sleeping. He could also be dead. An inhabitant of 
Pompeii.

One man embraces another in "#1164." It is not an erotic

he work of gay photographer Bill Jacobson, now showing at Blaffer 
Gallery, is eerie, striking and tells us about losing friends

A GUIDE FOR YOUR LEISURE TIME

by D.L GROOVER

The whitewashed, bright rooms of the Blaffer Gallery are 
deserted. An occasional muffled voice, indistinct, echoes into 
the mezzanine from below. The floor is gray poured concrete, 
flecked with white paint from recent installation work. There is 
no color. It could be post-modern tomb or chapel or hospital 
ward.

Walking up the open staircase of chrome and brick, you see 
them: large framed sketches. White and gray inside white 
frames on a white wall. Like the voices, these haunted images 
are indistinct, hazy, washed-out.

The portraits, the torsos, the sculptural heads—all light and 
shade—aren't coming toward you; the closer you approach, the 
farther away they become. They are not sketches, but photo­
graphs, receding into their out-of-focus white walls. They are 
already memories.

"Interim Portrait #373" stares straight out. The man's mouth 
is open as if speaking, perhaps trying to say a last good-bye. His 
eyes are black smudges; cheekbones delineated by soft gray 
shadows. The entire face is comprised of tones.

"Interim Figure #616" lies obliquely in his dream space face 
down with his arm wrapped around his shoulder. The face has 
no features. His off-white pants bleed into the off-white matte. 

embrace, for the other man's arms are down at his side. His 
hands have been cut off by the framing, so we don't know if 
he's touching the other young man.

There's a finality through the mist in these painterly photo­
graphs—reading into the image a story that is overlayed, giv­
ing meaning to these people. In so doing, they are remembered, 
even as their physical selves dissolve.

These striking, eerie works displayed in the first room of the 
exhibition at Blaffer Gallery, entitled "Portraits, Songs, 
Thoughts (1992-1998)" are those of Bill Jacobson, a gay photog­
rapher living in New Tork City. As part of FotoFest 2000, an 
international photography exhibition held in Houston through

Continued on page 18

Talking
Walls

Despite wild rumors about a 
love scene between Sharon 
Stone and Ellen DeGeneres, 
and directed by Anne Heche, 
filmmakers and actresses alike 
say it was a great experience.

by EARL DITTMAN

The success of "If These Walls Could Talk," the 
original HBO film that traced the trial and tribulations 
of a group of women having to deal with abortion 
over three decades, surpassed not only the cable chan­
nel's expectations but those of the its producers as 
well.

Suzanne and Jennifer Todd, the sister production 
duo known collectively as "Team Todd," say they 
were "completely blown away" when the film picked 
up a number of prestigious awards and set the record 

for the highest rated original movie in HBO's history.
The cable execs were so impressed with the film's 

numbers that they approached the duo for a sequel.
"We told them we wanted to try something a little 

different—another one with the same structure, but 
one that looked at a totally different female issue 
throughout three different time periods," Jennifer 
Todd recalled.

The two researched a number of different story­
lines, but admit they kept coming back to one they 
felt needed the most attention.

>- Continued on page 17
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Veronica was a sweet little girl in a pretty dress. She grew up to be a 
lesbian called Ronnie. Then, Ronnie became a man named Homer.

MMO PROMICIiOh/S 
presents

YlalKing the Dead 
by Keith Curran

radioactive

aging

queens

grabbing 
The 

blades

OPENS FRIDAY, 
FEB. 18 AT 8 P.M. 

at Atomic Cafe 
1320 Nance

Plays Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. 
through March 18

Special performances on 
Mon., Feb. 21 at 8p.m. 

and Sun., Feb. 27 at 6 p.m.

CALL 
713-398--7577 

for tickets 
or more information

Walking a gender tightrope
by RICH ARENSCHIELDT
and D.L. GROOVER

Intimacy is the key for WALKING THE 
DEAD, now enjoying its Houston premiere 
at Atomic Cafe.

Actors address each other, and at times, 
they address the audience during this 
bizarre comedy that tackles gender dyspho­
ria, sexuality, mother daughter relation­
ships, interracial dating—and co-depend- 
ence of gay men and women—all set in a 
cozy, cave-like venue.

"Walking" has a real density to it, as play­
wright Keith Curran tries to cram as much the­
ater into two hours as he can. It's a welcome 
reprieve from gay-themed shows that present 
us with nothing but predictable stereotypes. 
From the jabber-filled opening, this work 
moves to make sense of several intertwined 
relationships, doing so with effective results.

Gender issues and acceptance are the 
play's lifeline. Veronica (Rebecca Byars)— 
a.k.a. Ronnie and Homer—and her partner 
Maya (Ann James) are what, at first, appear 
to be a typical lesbian couple. But all is not 
what it seems.

Veronica is actually a heterosexual man 
trapped in the body of a lesbian. Much of 
the content of this play is comprised of a 
true-to-life discussion about Veronica's jour­
ney toward obtaining all that is male and 
dispensing with all that is female, emotion­
ally and physically. As the show progresses, 
we examine most of the issues surrounding 
sexuality and interpersonal relationships.

The acting talents of Byars and James pro­
vide a strong dramatic foundation for the 
rest of the cast. The two lead characters 
metamorphosize from a pair of garden vari­
ety gay gals to a couple who must determine 
how crucial gender packaging is as it relates 
to the love that they have for each other.

And the script is peppered with humor. The 
supporting cast is funny and most, particular­
ly Veronica's fundamentalist/remarried-and- 
now-discovering-good-sex-with-a-much- 
younger-man mother, Dottie (Barbara Jones), 
are perfectly cast.

Veronica's gay boy nestling, Chester 
(Dodd Bates), provides gangly comic relief 
as we witness his attempted relationships. 
Notably, most of these interactions take 
place while this yearling is wrapped in a 
bath towel.

Let it snow
It's still snowing at Houston Ballet. After 

the glistening "Nutcracker," what better 
way to begin the winter repertory program 
than Sir Frederick Ashton's delectable LES 
PATINEURS ("The Skaters").

This Victorian valentine, an homage to 
classical ballet, is a modern masterpiece, in 
which Ashton in plotless mode sets the stan­
dard for elegance, mood and technical profi­
ciency for future ballets. It has taste, charm 
and an effortless construction—the work of 
a master choreographer.

In an evening gathering, 15 diverse 

skaters try out their prowess on ice with 
varying success, but great delight. The tour 
de force role is the Boy in Blue, the "Turning 
Boy," danced by Dominic Walsh with 
enough Olympic sass and pizzazz to war­
rant a perfect 10.

And the Olympic standard is maintained 
when Nina Ananiashvili bursts forth on the 
empty stage for "Black Swan pas de deux" 
from "Swan Lake."

Even out of context, this pyrotechnic 
excerpt had enough drama and character 
study for an entire evening. Ananiashvili 
soared through her variations with speed 
and precision, all the while seducing the hap-
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Dominic Walsh brings Olympic sass and 
pizzazz to his Houston Ballet performance 
in 'Les Patineurs.'

less Siegfried. She has star power to spare 
and enough power of a star to stop the music 
after her fouette combination to take a bow.

Her cavalier, Sergey Filin, brought here 
from the Bolshoi to partner, was attentive 
and has the brooding looks of a Pushkin 
prince, but, to be fair, can't compete with 
Ananiashvili's natural light stage presence, 
nor her technical magic.

Christopher Bruce's dramatic, ultra-satisfy­
ing poem to the immigrant experience, 
"Sergeant Early's Dream," closes the program. 
Danced and acted with perfection, the cast of 
nine fills the stage like a cast of thousands.

Walking the Dead
Through March 18th 
Atomic Cafe 
1320 Nance Street 
713-398-7577

Houston Ballet
Winter Repertory Program 
Through March 5 
Wortham Theater Center 
713-227-ARTS 
www.houstonballet.org
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Chloe Sevigny plays a butch lesbian whose appearance upsets the ideals of a 1970s feminist col­
lective in 'If These Walls Could Talk 2/
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>- Continued from page 15

'If These Walls Could Talk 2'
March 5, 9 p.m.
HBO

"The one that we kept coming back to 
was one on homosexuality, specifically 
lesbian stories," Suzanne Todd said. "Like 
the first movie, we wanted to develop 
character stories based in elements of the 
human condition that everybody could 
relate to. It was our hope that whether or 
not you have ever been a gay woman, you 
could relate to what all the characters in 

|the new film are going through."
F Featuring a stellar cast that includes 
Hollywood heavyweights Sharon Stone, 
Vanessa Redgrave and Ellen DeGeneres 
and critically-acclaimed rising stars Nia 
Long, Natasha Lyonne, Michelle Williams 
and Chloe Sevigny ("Boys Don't Cry"), 
"If These Walls Could Talk 2" takes a 
heart-warming, and often heart-breaking 
look at the struggles and triumphs of les­
bian women from the past to the present.

"If These Walls Could Talk 2" opens 
with the segment titled "1961." Vanessa 
Redgrave and Marian Seldes portray a 
pair of women who have loved one 
another for more than half-a-century. 
When one suffers a stroke and dies, her 
soulmate is forced to erase all traces of 
jbeir longtime love affair and is put in 
"anger of having the house they shared 
together being sold right out from under 
her.

"It's a very tragic love story," Redgrave 
admitted. "In those days, longtime com­

panions had no rights when something 
lappened to their mate, no matter how 
long they had been together. It's only 
recently that those kind of things have 
started to change. But I think it is an 
important history lesson. If we ignore the 
past, we are always condemned to repeat 
it."

The second story, "1972," deals with the 
hypocrisy that accompanied the feminist 
movement of the '70s. The house of 
"1961" is now home to a group of gay, 
feminist, college co-eds (Williams, Long, 
Lyonne and Amy Carlson). Their straight 
feminist roommates oust them from their 
collective when the foursome insist on 
having all-female dances. They fear the 
sexuality of their lesbian sisters are 
endangering what they see as the real 
fight: feminism.

Matters become even more complicat­
ed when one of the women (Carlson) 
falls for a butch lesbian (Chloe Sevigny). 
As their relationship begins to blossom, 
her once "open-minded" lesbian friends 
begin to denounce her behavior and 
coerce her into ending the affair.

"Feminists and even other lesbians 
aren't above discriminating against each 
other, that's the main theme of our seg­
ment," Sevigny said. "Even though they 
are all women who have been oppressed 
by men and are fighting to be treated as 
equals, they refuse to treat others as 
equals. They simply can't accept a women 
who is butch. She just doesn't fit into their 
ideals."

In "2000," the final segment of "If 
These Walls Could Talk 2," the house is 
now home for a loving, committed thir­
tysomething lesbian couple (Stone and 
DeGeneres) yearning to have a child of 
their own.

According to published reports, "2000" 
has been drawing intense interest from 
the Hollywood community, due almost 
entirely to the fact that it features Stone 
and openly-gay DeGeneres in a nude, 
love-making scene—directed by 
DeGeneres' real-life partner, Anne Heche.

"I have to laugh at all the tabloid 
reports concerning this part of the film," 
Stone joked. "They have been reporting— 
rather inaccurately, I must say—that 
Anne had trouble with Ellen and I doing 
the love scene. They've said that she just 
couldn't handle being on the set while we 

were filming it, even though she was the 
director. That's hogwash. She was there 
all the time, and she was laughing right 
along with us the whole time the camera 
wasn't rolling."

The Todd sisters agree with Stone.
"We had a small crew that day we shot 

the nude scene, out of respect for the two 
actresses, but Anne was right there making 
sure it looked genuine," Suzanne Todd said.

"In fact, it was a very happy day on the 
set. Of course, there had been a little drink­
ing that day to calm everyone's nerves, but 
the scene was shot without a hitch."

"I mean, in some ways I can under­
stand why everyone is so interested in 
seeing this particular part of the film," 
Jennifer Todd said, "but it's just a love 
scene, just like a heterosexual one. It 
wasn't graphic or anything. I mean, 
with Sharon we've all seen her naked a 
number of times, but this was Ellen's 
first time doing nudity. Maybe that's 
what has everybody so curious."

When asked why she has never done a 
nude scene before, DeGeneres quips, 
"Because no one has asked me. Go fig­
ure."

Anne Heche is happy that she was 
given the honor to direct "2000," 
because of the three stories it offers 
viewers an optimistic view of a future 
where being gay is no longer treated as 
an aberration or social disease.

"The two women of our segment 
share the hope that when their baby 
becomes an adult, whether gay or 
straight, it won't have to face the hate 
and discrimination that many of us 

have had to endure," Heche said.
"I think that's what makes shows like 

this one so important. It's not a film just 
for gay people to watch, because that 
would be like preaching to the convert­
ed. It's a film that shows that gay peo­
ple are just like everyone else and we 
should enjoy the same freedoms as 
everyone else.

"I think, one day, that'll happen," 
Heche said. "I don't know if I'll see it in 
our lifetime. But films like this will cer­
tainly speed up the process."

In the z 1961' segment, Vanessa Redgrave 
plays a longtime lover forced to hide all evi­
dence of her relationship after her partner 
of more than 50 years dies.
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Continued from page 15

April 3, this is the first major survey of 
Jacobson's work to be presented by an 
American museum.

''It's a range of work," Jacobson said in a 
recent interview. "Not exactly a retrospective, 
but the show's sequenced chronologically. 
There's also a tonal shift as you go through the 
whole show, from pictures that are very white 
to gray to medium dark to very dark."

What adds to the evanescent sheen of his 
"white pictures" is Jacobson's masterful com­
mand of printing.

"I printed the white ones on color paper 
instead of black and white paper. I found I 
could get a very soft contrast level to it; I could 
achieve a nice softness. My desire is to get the 
most ethereal image possible," he said.

The second room of the exhibition, which is 
the vestibule between two large spaces, show­
cases the medium tonal range as well as dra­
matically smaller pictures.

Coming after the radiant and ghostly por­
traits of overexposure, these images are 
murky. The dark muddiness imparts an 
earthy, .grounded reality, neither wistful nor 
sad like the "white" series, rather a specific 
time caught in fleeting transition.

Here, the white underwear of the men

doesn't fade into the white background, but 
reads as underwear. Their embraces connote 
more blatant sexuality than the androgynous 
portraits in the first room.

"The work doesn't only exist in a gay con­
text," Jacobson said. "In a way, what the work 
is about is that life for everybody, be they gay 
or straight, young or old, is always a transi­
tional time, a temporary time. It's acknowl­
edging the cycle of life and death.

"To a certain extent, one of the things that 
brought me to thinking about those issues was 
having friends who died of AIDS, but the 
work itself is not about AIDS. It's really about 
what I learned through having lost some 
friends and having such strong reactions to so 
many deaths that were occurring 10 years ago.

"It's what I learned from that time about life. 
Really the notion of photography is being so 
much about memory, of a time with somebody, 
which is AIDS applicable but it's also applica­
ble on a much more general level as well."

The third room is filled with Jacobson's 
newest series, "Songs of Sentient Beings."

They are his largest pictures. Black is promi­
nent, whether in great blobs of inky bubbles 
such as "#1053," a large portrait of a seated 
woman with a helmet of jet hair, or as in 
"#1530," a medium shot from behind of a 
woman's back whose shoulders and neck 
form a perfect triangle of light set against a 
murky background.

But the most impressive of Jacobson's 
works are the large abstracts, which consist of 
pure light, like "#1612," in which the bent­
over figure, gray against black, pulsates with 
a visible aura and only lines of light delineate 
the arms and legs. In "#1617," a curled up fig­
ure, seen from behind, ominously floats in a 
black void, its undulating body a round slash 
of gray and white light.

Interspersed with "Songs" are the least suc­
cessful "Thought" pictures of gray water. 
Placed next to Jacobson's extreme close-ups of 
men's faces, eyes wide shut, the pictures of a 
New York lake don't resonant as anything 
other than large pictures of gray water.

"My favorite pictures are the millions and

■■

millions of anonymous pictures you find at 
flea markets. Those have been a big influence 
on me, because in a way my pictures are 
anonymous, too. You can project onto the 
lives of the people," Jacobson said.

o 
z

Bill Jacobson: Portraits, 
Songs, Thoughts

Through March 26
Blatter Gallery
The Art Museum of the University of 

Houston

Reception with the artist
March 10, 7 p.m.
713-743-9528
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Concierge Service 

Luxury Service to Downtown 

Dry Cleaners on Site

7 Swimming Pools

Jacuzzi

Fitness Center

Corporate Apartments

Guest Suites

Business Center

Putting Green

Car Detail Center

Covered Parking 

Jogging/Bicycle Path

Yoga Classes

3601 Allen Parkway Houston, Texas 77019 713.524.0514 806.283.1899
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Eating Out
RESTAURANT REVIEWS

Never avowed, quoth the Raven
by TRAYCE DISKIN

THE RAVEN GRILL

Value:

The Raven Grill
1916 Bissonnet 
713-521-2027

Always a sucker for a good restaurant 
name, I had an auspicious feeling about the 
RAVEN GRILL, a neighborhood cafe on 
the tony end of Bissonnet. I envisioned a 
menu as feverishly haunting as Poe's quot­
ing bird, or dishes as slick, sexy and pol­
ished as black feathers.

Instead, the more appropriate raven par­
allel was those birds at the Tower of 
London, who aimlessly roam the ground 
with clipped wings. The setting is pretty 
enough, with a comfortable bar and spa­
cious dining room. But the food never 
takes flight.

If weather permits, it's a sin not to sit 
outside on the patio where fresh flowers 
border the tab es 
P with candles. 
Kings of white 
Christmas lights 
muted above a 
translucent black 
mesh covering 
make for an ele­
gant and innova­
tive starry sky. 
And each table 
included a roman­
tic gesture—one or 
two fresh cut flowers on each.

But the rather pedestrian quality of the 
food becomes clear as soon as the menu is 
opened. The names could be more creative 
than New York Strip, Salmon Steak, Grilled 
■Luna, Chicken Salad and Luna Salad. And 
B‘e repetitive descriptions—''served with 
herb rice and grilled vegetables" or "served 
with herb rice and black beans"—rein­
forces the lack of inventiveness.

We began with a special appetizer, 
Oyster Ravioli ($6.95). The lightly fried 
oysters, only two or three, on top were

7 Opt for bread, water at home

' OK, if you really must

Fine for most

(i ■ r ■ r r (rWorth the drive, so live a little

/, iyA:r \ r As good as it gets 

tasty and meaty, but the cream sauce and 
thick pasta overpowered the shredded 
seafood stuffed inside. The small dinner 
salads ($3.25) consisted of greens, tomatoes 
and cucumbers—not even a pepper or 
radish to jazz it up.

To be fair, I happily devoured the Soup 
of the Day ($4.95), a cream of mushroom 
puree. The texture of the tiny mushroom 
bits allowed savoring of the smokiness of 
the mushrooms. The rich base was buttery, 
but light enough to allow a taste of the 
fresh parsley and pepper to sneak through.

The Sea Bass Special ($23.95) consisted of 
fresh and tender fish, but the lack of sauce 
was almost unforgivable. It made the 
grilled vegetables an overly dull addition.

My friend ordered perhaps the most 
compelling-sound­
ing entree, the 
Poblano Lime- 
Grilled Chicken 
($9.95), served 
with — you 
guessed it—herb 
rice and grilled 
vegetables.

The spicy chick­
en was moist and 
f 1 a v o r f u 1 , 
although a bit 

overcooked. Although the herb rice 
doesn't win points for lack of originality, 
it came dusted with a grassy, Italian com­
bination of spices. The vegetables were 
pleasing enough, and the long, thin slabs 
of zucchini steaming in vinaigrette were 
also favored.

In addition to dinner entrees, Raven Grill 
offers burgers and grilled sandwiches, 
including >a respectable Portabella ($5.95), 
and a zesty, Margarita Grilled Cheese 
($6.50) with marinated plum tomatoes and 
a generous slathering of nutty pesto. 
Seafood Enchiladas ($11.95), with shrimp, 
crab, scallops and jack cheese, feature large 
chunks of seafood. But the seasoning is 
rather bland and each tortilla stews in too 
much cheese.

Foi dessert, we tried the Raspberry Swirl 
Cheesecake ($3.95), a rather overly-glossy 
version, perhaps due to an abundance of 
ci earn cheese. We picked at the crust for a 
few minutes and then turned to the allu­
sive Chocolate Nevermore ($4.95), a choco­
late mousse cake covered with ganache. We 
were sated, but not wowed.

Our server was helpful and knowledge­
able, and offered us friendly recommenda­
tions for appetizers and desserts. Service 
was never inefficient or inattentive.

This simple, no frills approach to food 
is a bit more palatable for lunch to fill a 
need for a quick sandwich or burger. But 
for a trendy neighborhood establish­
ment, with trendy neighborhood prices, 
what's the point? It would take culinary 
excellence, or a menu overhaul to trans­
form the weak and weary choices into 
something worthwhile.

i CIBI ITALIANI
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NOW 
OPEN!

1000 Campbell & Katy Freeway
(713) 467-9336

Cm's
ITALIAN 
GRILL

1915 Westheimer 
(713) 529-0707

Just

Just For You!

2207 Richmond @ Greenbriar 
713-522-1311
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Out In Print BOOK NEWS

Reflecting a lifetime of being ‘Left Out’
by ELLA TYLER

Historian and political activist Martin 
Duberman has been both a participant in, 
and an observer of, the political and cul­
tural clashes—civil rights, feminism, gen­
der and sexuality—that have marked the 
times since the 1960s. Duberman's essays 
and book reviews about the controversy 
de jour were printed in publications as 
diverse as Village Voice, Neiv York Times, 
New Republic and Atlantic Monthly.

As we approach a presidential elec­
tion, a march on Washington, and other 
events that could be turning points 
in the battles for gay and lesbian rights, 
LEFT OUT: THE POLITICS OF EX­
CLUSION is a collection of his essays 
worth reading. Duberman is often pas­
sionate about his subject and, in many 
of the essays, states his position with 
a fierceness that is thought-provoking 
and intellectually entertaining.

In the essay titled "Kinsey's Urethra," a 
review of a 1997 biography of Alfred 
Kinsey by James B. Jones, Duberman 
shreds Jones' homophobic biography. 
What set Duberman off is the repeated 
labeling of Kinsey as "homosexual" and 
"masochistic" with, Duberman charges, 
the goal of devaluing Kinsey's work.

Jones' describes homophobic sexologist 
Richard von Krafft-Ebing as prompted by 
"deeply moral concerns" but calls pan- 
sexual Kinsey "sex-obsessed." Duberman 
responds: "This is like calling Albert 
Einstein "physics-obsessed." And it 
leaves us wondering about Jones, who 
has devoted 27 years to researching 
Alfred Kinsey's "perverted" life.

My favorites in "Left Out" are those in 
which Duberman is personally involved. 
"Historical Interpretation and the 
Politics of Evidence," an article that 
includes an account of Duberman's 
attempts to gain permission to publish 
letters archived for 150 years, had the 
potential to be a boring discussion of the 
politics of archives.

But Duberman confesses his tactical 
errors and mistakes and it turns into an 
engaging story. For those of you who 
think the topic a bit dull, the letters in 
question "out" a significant figure in 
South Carolina history.

Duberman's account of writing Paul 
Robeson's biography includes Dub­
erman's diary entry of the reasons he, as 
a gay white male, was an appropriate 
biographer for Robeson. It's almost 
painful to read: "I know about the ten­
sions of trying to be a 'good' role model.

"LET YOUR IMAGINATION RUN...WILD!" 
FASHION SHOW & KICKOFF EVENT 

HOT MODELS IN UNDERGEAR...

all 
L.U.E.Y. 

Participants!

YOUR OUT & PROUD STORE!
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I know about the conflict between the 
yearnings of lust and the demands of a 
good public image. I know about con­
cealment. I know about loneliness."

The book includes several reports about 
what is now part of the history of the modem 
gay civil rights movement, like essays about 
Anita Bryant, Donald Cory/Edward Sagarin, 
and Leonard Matlovich's trial, which explain 
the feeling of deja vu we have about some 
current events. We have been here before.

Several essays explore the future of the gay 
movement, though Duberman may not have 
intended them to be that way. The pieces 
about racism, sexism and the importance of 
protecting private lives raise issues that 
remain unresolved. Several articles deal with 
the fluid nature of sexual preferences.

Much of the book takes on gender and sexu- 
ality, but don't ignore the rest. Tempted to skip 
the first essay—the 1964 piece "The Northern 
Response To Slavery"—I discovered it histori­
cally interesting with insights about politics 
that are relevant today.

Duberman tells us that one of the debates 
within the abolitionist movement was 
whether to end slavery quickly or gradually. 
The argument against gradualism was that it 
"would require the spelling out of precise 
plans and that would give the enemies of 

emancipation an opportunity to pick away at 
the 'impracticality' of this or that detail." 
Hostility can always find its own justifica­

tion," Duberman writes.
Comforting advice worth cross-stitching 

on a pillow to give to your favorite belea­
guered activist. Duberman adds: "A second 
mode of attack on the abolitionists has cen­
tered on their personalities rather than their 
politics." Sound familiar?

After spending 35 years in the fight for 
social change, Duberman remains optimistic 
about the potential for change.

Left Out
by Martin Duberman

Basic Books, 466 pages, $30

What your neighbors 
are reading , . .
1 Whole Lesbian Sex Book

by Felice Newman, $21.95

2 Friction 3
ed. by Jesse Grant, $14.95

3 The Brethren F
by John Grisham, $27.95

4 The Men's Room
by Michangelo Scruggs, $14

5 Golden Men: Gay Man's Guide 
to Midlife
by Harold Kooden, $14

6 The Sex Squad
by David Leddick, $12.95

7 Here I Stand
by John Shelby Spong, $25

8 Finding the Boyfriend Within
by Brad Gooch, $21

F
9 Pagan's Father

by Michael Arditti, $14

10 Barbara Jordan
by Mary Beth Rogers, $14.95

Crossroads Market
BOOKSTORE & CAFE 

1111 Westheimer
- 713-942-0147

1 Men on Men 7
ed. by David Berman, $13.95

2 Friction 3
ed. by Jesse Grant, $14.95

3 Men on Men 2000
ed. by David Berman, $12.95

4 Best of the Superstars 2000 
edited by John Patrick, $11.95

5 Legends—Men of Falcon
by Bruno Gmunder, $42.95

6 Every Man for Himself
by Orland Outland, $22

7 Skin Deep
by Nicole Foster, $12.95

8 Book of Lies
by Felice Picano, $24.95

9 Whole Lesbian Sex Book
by Felice Newman, $21.95

10 Best Little Boy in the World 
Grows Up
by Andrew Tobias, $12

LOBO
Bookshop and Cafe

3939 Montrose Boulevard 
713-522-5156



MARCH 3, 2000 • HOUSTON VOICEcommunity
AIDS Walk preps to raise $500,000 for local charities
by KAY DAYUS

It's time to get out your walking

Nokia 5190-Actual Size

The CareG/Vers5 Wall
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We a n s w e r e d .

with AIDS. We're not sure, but it's very 
strange," she said.

But the Houston walk still serves as a 
critical awareness tool, Kelly said.

"We still have a problem [with AIDS] 
and the media attention we get is as 
important as raising funds," he said.

much money as similar events in cities 
like Atlanta or Denver, which typically 
collect up to $1 million, Kaplan said.

"It's still a cause for some concern,. 
Maybe it's because we are not as finan­
cially strong, or we're more conservative, 
or because of the stigma associated
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AIDS Walk Houston
March 12
registration at 7 a.m., walk 

begins at 8 a.m.
George R. Brown Convention 

Center, 1001 Avenida de las 
Americas

713-524-AIDS
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‘Talk to a real Person

•All On One Invoice*
‘Easy to Understand Billing

‘Shadow Service” Enhanced Messaging
‘Never Miss Another Important Call. Fax. or E-mail

V

"The primary chunk of change comes 
from the walk teams, especially the corpo­
rate teams," Kelly said.

Houston has one of the highest HIV- 
infection rates in the country and public 
health officials have recently called atten­
tion to a growing infection rate in the 
area's African-American community.

"We are seeing 60 to 80 new cases per 
month, African American women in 
particular. For a lot of these people, HIV 
is one of a long list of problems. Many 
are suffering from drug abuse, physical 
abuse and mental problems. Each 
month we seem to be breaking our 
record," Kelly said.

• Complacency, fed in part because of 
promising new drug therapies, has helped 
feed the steady flow of HIV infections in 
the area, Kelly said, though "the reality is 
that there is treatment failure."

"Unfortunately, we are seeing new 
cases in the gay community, especially the 
younger folks," he said.

AFH targets young, gay males through 
Project Caesar, an outreach program that 
goes into gay bars and bathhouses to hold 
workshops and distribute condoms and 
prevention information, Kelly said.

But even with an ambitious goal of rais­
ing $500,000 from AIDS Walk this year, 
organizers are still at a loss to explain why 
the event in Houston doesn't

Pride Polling 
Susan Guerrero was one of dozens 
of people who voted for Pride parade 
grand marshal positions on Feb. 26 
at the Houston Lesbian & Gay 
Community Center. More than 340 
local residents took part in mail-in 
and poll balloting to select four grand 
marshals from among 20 candidates 
for the June 24 event. Results of 
the voting will be announced 
March 9 at Riva's at 7 p.m.
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713-521-0911 • 911 Welch St. • Houston, TX 77006
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‘Starting as low as $29.95

Organizers hope to raise $500,000 to benefit 
12 local HIV/AIDS organizations, up from 
last year's tally of $300,000, said Anna Kaplan, 
a walk organizer for AIDS Foundation 
Houston, which produces the event.

AFH keeps 85 percent of the event pro­
ceeds; 15 percent is equally divided among 
the 12 partner agencies, said Ken Kelly, an 
AFH spokesman. Those groups include 
Body Positive Wellness Center, Brentwood 
Community Foundation, Colt 45s, Res­
urrection MCC, People with AIDS Coalition 
and Center for AIDS.

So far, 115 teams have committed to tak­
ing part in the walk and organizers expect 
more to register, he said.
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community calendar
Saturday, march 4
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM, 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 713-526-5738.
Q-Patrol walks the streets at 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Visual Arts Alliance. 10 a.m. 281-583-8408.
Dignity mass at 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary at 8 a.m. 1805 W.
Alabama. 713-528-6665.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. 713-863-1860.
Rainbow Fishing Club. 713-526-7070.
Houston Lesbian and Gay drop-in hours from noon to 4 p.m. 
803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
Montrose Writer's Project. 3 to 4:30 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 
713-956-1866.

Sunday, march 5
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals meets. 713-942- 
7002.
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 713-869-1686.
Church of the XII Apostles Anglican Rite Old Catholic Church. 
Holy Communion 10:30 a.m. at 239 Westheimer. 713/665- 
7903.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite Eucharist I at 7:45 
a.m.; Holy Rite Eucharist II at 8:55 a.m.; Education hour at 10 
a.m.; Choral Eucharist at 11 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 713-528- 
6665.
Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. "Preaching the 
Gospel" Bible study at 9:30 p.m. 713-528-6756.
Resurrection MCC Services at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 713-861- 
9149.
Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages at 9:30 
a.m. Service at 10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.
First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:30 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m.; 7 p.m.
Sunday School for children. 4305 Lillian. 713-880-9235 or 
www.communitygospel.org.
Houston Mission Church. Service at 10:30 a.m. 713-529-8225.
Covenant Baptist Church. Service at 1:30 p.m.; education hour 
at 3 p.m. 713-668-8830.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8:30 
a.m., 10:50 a.m. Sunday school at 9:40 a.m. 713-526-1017.
Resurrection MCC Handbell Choir rehearsal at 1:30 p.m. 713- 
861-9149.
The Women's Group. 10:45 a.m. 713-529-8571.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 402 Church St. in 
Galveston. Service at 10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.
Faith and Hope Fellowship. Service at 11 a.m. 713-520-7847.
First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 11 a.m. - 
713-468-9543 or fcc-houston.org.
Church of Kindred Spirits (Beaumont). Service at 7 p.m. 409- 
835-4765.
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum at 10 a.m.

Sen/ice at 11 a.m. and noon. Open Circle Family Support at 
12:30 p.m. 1504 Wirt. 713-686-5876.
Interfaith Worship Celebration. 7 p.m. 2515 Waugh Dr. 713-
528- 3601.
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation: Adult discus­
sion at 9:45 a.m.; service at 11 a.m. 3945 Greenbriar. Stafford. 
281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 
Center. 713-868-5039.
Montrose Ice Picks. Galleria. 5 p.m. 713-629-1432.
Lecture/book signing by "Universe on the Move" by Tara Rae. 
4 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
Minnie Bruce Pratt reading at 7 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713- 
524-3818.

monday, march 6
Gay Fathers/Fathers First support group, 8 p.m. 713-861-6181. 
Calendar/Computer workshop for Pride Week, 7 p.m. 713-
529- 1223.
Bering Support Network. Grief and Divorce Groups at 7 p.m. 
713-526-1017.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 
3000.
AIDS Caregivers' Support Group. 6 p.m. 713-732-4300.
HIV testing. Free from AVES from 1 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 713- 
626-2837.
FrontRunners. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.
Kolbe Project. Eucharist at 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.
Integrity Houston. For gay and lesbian Episcopalians. 7:30 
p.m., Autry House, 6265 Main.
More Light Presbyterians. Meeting. 1110 Lovett. 9:30 p.m. 
281-444-8861 X309.
AIDS Foundation Houston Creative Writing Class. 3 p.m. 713- 
623-69796.
gayDAR. Wellness community. 7 p.m. 713-526-1017 X211. 
Black Lesbian and Gay Coalition's weekly meeting at 7 p.m. 
803 Hawthorne. Houston Lesbian and Gay Community drop- 
in hours from 6 to 9 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. 
Lesbian in Coalition. 6:30 p.m. 2700 Albany. 713-522-6713.

tuesday, march 7
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. 7 p.m. 239 Westheimer. 
713-495-8009.
Gay Men HIV+ Psychotherapy. Montrose Counseling Center 
at 4:30 p.m. 713-529-0037.
Youth-Rap. 6:30 p.m. 713-822-8511.
Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose Counseling Center at 6 
p.m. 713-529-0037
AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area. 7 p.m. 713-488-4492.
PROTECT. An HIV-negative support group at 7 p.m. 713-526- 
1017.

Women Survivors of Childhood Abuse. Montrose Counseling 
Center at 6:30 p.m. 713-529-0037.
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang at 11 a.m. 713- 
526-1017.
Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m., 3316 Mt. Vernon. 713-526- 
8390.
Men's Network. Discussion group for social, educational 
development of gay and bisexual men, 7 p.m. Montrose 
Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
More on Relationships. Discussion group. 7 p.m. 415 W. Gray. 
713-861-9149.
Lambda Skating Club skates at 8 p.m. at the Tradewinds. 713-
523- 9620.
Gay & Bi Male Support Group support group forming.
Sponsored by AVES 713-626-2837.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 
to 9 p.m.; Lesbian Coming Out Group meets at 7:30 p.m. 803 
Hawthorne. 713-528-3818.
Impotence Support/discussion group. 7 p.m. 713-523-0451.
Lesbian Health Initiative. 7 p.m. 713-603-0223.

Wednesday, march 8
Free HIV Testing at Thomas Street Clinic at 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
2015 Thomas Street 713-793-4026.
BiNet Houston. 7:30 p.m. Social meeting at Cafe Toopees, 
1830 W. Alabama. 713-467-4380
Women's Network. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center, 701 
Richmond. 713-529-0037.
HIV survivor support group. 7 p.m. 713-782-4050.
Mind/Body Connection: Alternative Approaches. 7 p.m. 1475 
W. Gray. 713-524-2374.
Project: Caesar. 7 p.m. AFH, 3203 Weslayan. 713-623-6796.
Out Skate Rollerskating Club, 8 to 10 p.m. at 8075 Cook 
Road. 281-933-5818.
HAMS Motorcycle Club meets for coffee. 713-688-1300 or 
hamsl 999@yahoo.com
Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons at the Brazos 
River Bottom. 7 p.m. 713-880-0670.
Houston Pride Band. All skill levels. 7:15 p.m. 713-522-4282 or 
www.houstonprideband.org.
Hospital Volunteer Training. Kolbe Project. 1 to 4 p.m. 713- 
861-1800.
Free HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic 803 Hawthorne. 6 to 
9 p.m. 713-524-3181
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 
to 9 p.m. Volunteer meeting. 6:45 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-
524- 3818. z

thursday, march 9
Art Labs. The Art League at 1 p.m. 713-225-9411.
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open rehearsal at 7 p.m. 713- 
521-7464.
HIV+ Men Psychotherapy. Montrose Counseling Center, 1:15 
p.m. 713-529-0037.-
Relapse Prevention. Montrose Counseling Center, 2 p.m. 713- 
529-0037.

Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose Counseling Center, 6 
p.m. 713-529-0037.
Women's Therapy Group. Montrose Counseling Center, 5:30 
p.m. 713-529-0037.
Center for the Healing of Racism. 7:30 p.m. 713-738-RACE.
FrontRunners at 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.
HIV Art Course Program. 1 to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer at 713- 
526-1118.
Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic, 713-830-3000.
Faith and Hope Fellowship. Bible study 7 p.m. 713-520-7847.
Twenty Something Rap Session. 7:30 p.m. 713-315-6786.
Open Mike Night at Cafe Artist. 8 p.m. 713-528-3704.
Community Gospel. Service at 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235 or 
www.communitygospel.org.
HIV/AIDS Support Group, 2:30 at Family Service Center. 713- 
861-4849. M
Women's HIV/AIDS Support Group, 4:30 p.m. Family ServiceT$ 
Center. 713-247-3810.
HIV/AIDS Support Group, 7 p.m. Family Service Center in 
Conroe. 888-247-3810.
Yoga at Body Positive. 6:30 p.m. $5. 713-524-2374.
Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Alliance at the University of
Houston (GLOBAL) meets at 4 p.m. 713-743-7539.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 
6 to 9 p.m. 713-524-3818.

friday, march 10
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) 
meets. 713-942-7002.
Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose Counseling Center 
at 6 p.m. 713-529-0037.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713- 
830-3000.
Lesbian Avengers. Cafe Toopees, 1830 W. Alabama at 7 
p.m.
Q-Patrol walks the streets at 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Kolbe Project. Morning Prayer at 10 a.m. Park Plaza
Hospital visitation. 713-861-1800.
Positive Art Workshop. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer at 
713-526-1118.
Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM, 7 p.m. 713-526- 
5738. f'}
Movie Time at the Kolbe Project. 7:30 p.m. 713-522-8182.
Life Begins at 40. Pot luck dinner and discussion. 6:30 p.m. 
1440 Harold. 713-526-1017.
Mishpachat Alizim Shabbat Services. 8 p.m. 713-748-7079.
Co-dependents Anonymous. 7:30 p.m. at MCCR. 713-861- 
9149.
Men's Coming Out Group. 7 p.m. 713-524-3818.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 
6 to 9 p.m. 713-524-3818.
Healing Eucharist at Christ Church Cathedral. 7 p.m. 1117 
Texas. 713-222-2593.

To list an event, call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529-8490, fax 
at 713-529-9531, or e-mail editor@houstonvoice.com.
Deadline is Friday at 5 p.m.
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Occasions

Jane 'Mack' Austin wants another belly 
dancer for her birthday on March 9.

This cutie pie gets along with other 
cats perfectly. His name is Skye and 
he is a Flame-Point Siamese male. 
To adopt him, contact the Houston 
Humane Society at 713-434-5555 
or pr@houstonhumane.org.

Birthdays
Russell G. of the RSICSS adds a jewel to his birthday crown on March 3.
No root canals for Dr. Bruce Smith on his birthday March 3.
Andrew Flores sings his birthday song on March 3.
Carol P. celebrates her birthday on March 4.
Talented, handsome and all around fabulous diva Damion Sonderguaard has a birthday on March 7.
David Sawyer adds another birthday candle to his cake on March 9.

The Houston Voice welcomes your special occasions. Send e-mail to croberts@houstonvoice.com. 
Tax: 713-529-9531. Mail: Occasions, Houston Voice, 500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77006. 
Please include a telephone number so occasions can be verified and considered for publication.
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www.nextbestthingmovie.com
PG-13, PARENTS STRONGLY CAUTI0NED<P
Some Materiel May Be Inappropriate tor CMMren Under 13

STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 3!
ANGELIKA
FILM CENTER
510 Texas Avenue

713-225-5232

AMC
STUDIO 30 
2949 Dunvale 

281-319-4AMC

AMC
MEYER PARK 16
S. Post Oak at S. Loop

281-319-4AMC

AMC

GULF POINTE 30 
1455 & Beltway 8 

281-319-4AMC

CINEPLEX-ODEON

SPECTRUM 9 
2660 Augusta Dr. 

281-444-FILM #019

AMC
DEERBROOK MALL 24
U.S. 59N& 1960 East

281 -319-4AMC

AMC

KATY MILLS 20
At Katy Mills Mall

281-319-4AMC

AMC
FIRST COLONY 24
Town Ctrl First Colony Blvd.

281-319-4AMC

AMC
COMMERCE PARK 8 
1-45 at Richey Rd. 

281-319-4AMC

AMC
WILLOWBROOK 24
Hwy 249 @ 1960

281-319-4AMC

CINEMARK THEATRES 
TINSELTOWN WESTCHASE 
3600 W. Sam Houston Pkwy S.

713-952-1881

CINEMARK THEATRES 
TINSELTOWN JACINTO CITY 
East Fwy. @ Holland 

713-330-3946

CINEMARK THEATRES 

TINSELTOWN 290 
Hwy 290 @ NW 100 

713-329-9975

CINEMARK THEATRES 

TINSELTOWN-WOODLANDS 
1600 Lake Robbins

281-364-0600

CINEMARK THEATRES

KATY
W. Grand Pkwy. N.

281-371-6000 '

CINEMARK THEATRES 

HOLLYWOOD - USA 
2010 E. Beltway 8 

713-475-0081

CINEPLEX-ODEON

RIVER OAKS PLAZA
W. Gray & Waugh Dr.

281-444-FILM #016

LOEWS THEATRES

SPRING
1-45 & Holzwarth

281-288-7200

LOEWS THEATRES 

MEMORIAL CITY 
502 Memorial City Mall 

713-467-5639

GENERAL CINEMA

POINT NASA 6
1-45 & NASA Rd. 1

338-1275

MAGIC JOHNSON THEATRES

NORTHLINE MALL
1-45 & Crosstimbers St.

713-692-4600

CINEPLEX-ODEON

WEST OAKS MALL
Westheimer at Hwy. 6

281-444-FILM #018

LOEWS THEATRES

FOUNTAINS
SW Fwy - north of 90A

281-240-1175

EDWARDS CINEMAS

HOUSTON MARQ*E 23
N. of Katy Fwy. @ Silber Rd.

713-263-0808

EDWARDS CINEMAS

GREENWAY GRAND PALACE
N.ofSW Fwy. on Wesloyan

713-871*8880
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Classifieds
Announcements

LOW VISION
Support Group forming • First 
Organizational meeting Sunday, 
March 5*2 p.m.* 515 Richmond 
• 713.528.2555.

THANK YOU
Community Resale Shop • 515 
Richmond •713.528.2555.

Body Positive 
Wellness Center

is a non-profit organization that 
seeks to empower those with HIV 
infection, through nutrition chiro­
practic services, yoga, and peer 
counseling. If you arc interested 
in participation or volunteering, 
we want to speak with you! Visit 
our website at www. body posi­
tive.org or call 713.524.2374.

RYAN WHITE
PLANNING COUNCIL
is looking for volunteers to serve 
on the council. The primary 
responsibility of the council is to 
determine what services are most 
needed. Last year’s Council re­
ceived over $17 million from the 
federal government for use 
in the greater Houston area. Your 
participation DOES make a 
difference. Contact Tori Williams 
at 713.572.3724 or email www. 
rwpc.org.

GAY & LESBIAN
SWITCHBOARD

Volunteer classes now forming. 
Reserve your space online or call 
713.529.9615 • www.gayswitch- 
boardhouston.org

gayDAR
Drcam • Affirm • Restore: A new 
wellness community for persons 
18 to 29 years old who are inter­
ested in making healthy connec­
tions meets every Monday at 7 
p.m. at Bering Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 1440 Harold. 
For more information, call Russ 
Robinett at 713.526.1017 X211.
The PFLAG/HATCH Scholar- 
ship Foundation’s dinner and cel­
ebration will be held on Friday, 
March 31 at the Warwick Hotel. 
The evening will include a social 
hour with a silent auction, fol­
lowed by dinner and presenta­
tions by some of the scholarship’ 
recipients. The fund raising goal 
for the millennium year is 
$100,000. For more information 
about the Foundation and the 
scholarship program see 
www.pflaghouston.org/schol- 
arship.htm.

HOUSTON LEATHER 
ALLIANCE

New for 2000 • Leather 
Education • Social • Fundraising 
Club • Now Forming • 
Memberships and Associate 
Memberships Now Available • 
For information, send a SASE to 
Houston Leather Alliance • PO 
Box 667309 • Houston, TX • 
77266-7309.

ADOPT
INTERNATIONALLY

Family to Family Adoption Ser­
vices is a social service agency in 
partnership with non-profit inter­
national agencies. We offer free 
workshops each month on how to 
adopt from China, India, Russia, 
Ukraine, Romania, Bulgaria, 
Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru, Hon­
duras, Columbia, Vietnam, Kor­
ea, and Guatemala. Single men, 
women, and couples from ages 
25 to 57 arc eligible to adopt. 
Call 713-219-1472 or email 
Fam2fam@aol.com for informa­
tion on our next workshop.

PWA COALITION
The PWA Coalition needs the fol­
lowing items: dishes • silverware
• pot • pans • sheets • towels • fur­
niture • small appliances • We are 
available for pick up. Call Wilson 
or Terry at 713.522.5428.

Autos for Sale_______
87 Cadillac • Sedan DeVille • 
72K miles • Nicest in Town • 
Perfect • $4988 • Lonestar 
Nissan-Oldsmobile • 281.243. 
8600.
91 Nissan • Pick-up • Nice • 
Custom Wheels • Red • $2988 • 
Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile •
281.243.8600.

96 Cadillac • Sedan De Vi lie • 
35 K • Cream • Leather • 
Cashmere • $17988 • Lonestar 
Nissan-Olds-mobile • 281.243. 
8600.
90 Accura • Legend • Sunroof • 
Leather • 4door • Auto • White • 
$4388 • Lonestar Nissan-Olds­
mobile • 281.243.8600.

95 Ford • Windstar • GL • PW/PL
• Cruise • Tilt • Cassette • $8988 • 
Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile •
281.243.8600.

93 Ford • Escort • GT • 5-speed • 
White • Nice • Won’t last • $3088
• Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile •
281.243.8600.

96 Mazda • 626 * 4 door • Auto • 
PW/PL • Cruise • Cassette • 
$7988 • Lonestar Nissan-Olds­
mobile • 281.243.8600.

97 Nissan • Pick-up • 5 speed • 
Air • Green • VC3O3O77 • $7488
• Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile •
281.243.8600.

97 Ford • Ranger • X-Cab • Sport 
side • Only 31K • Black • 10488
• Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile •
281.243.8600.

98 Chevy • C-1500 • X-cab • 
Won’t last at $15988 • Lonestar 
Nissan-Oldsmobile • 281.243. 
8600.

Employment
CSR for established insurance 
agent in Montrose area • Front 
office appearance • Bilingual pre­
ferred • 8 to 5 M-F • No evenings 
or weekends • Dependability a 
MUST • Fax resume to 713. 
522.0690.

CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATOR

Mon - Fri • 9:30 am to 5:30 p.m. • 
Salary commensurate with experi­
ence • Starting $21,500 • Benefits 
include health insurance • Dental • 
retirement • Vacation • Call Rev. 
Janet Parker at Maranatha 
Fellowship Metropolitan Com­
munity Church for more details • 
713.528.6756 • Fax resume to 
713.528.6447 • email to revjpark- 
er@evl.net. This is a non-degree 
position requiring computer skills 
in Microsoft Word.

HIV INTERMEDIATE 
CARE

STEVEN’S HOUSE
HIV Intennediate care home seeks 
night staff • Resident interaction, 
housework, and clerical • Un- 
derstanding/sensitivity of HIV/ 
AIDS and experience a plus • EOE
• Send resume to Executive 
Director • PO Box 131303 • 
Houston, Texas 77219-1303.

VOLUNTEERS
WANTED

to give four (4) hours per month 
for in-home care visits to people 
living with HIV/AIDS • For more 
information on Bering’s Sentry 
Program call Craig Overstreet at 
713.523.7110 EXT 119.

EXHIBITIONIST
WANTED

Exciting new website venture • We 
provide the technical stuff • You be 
the star! 713.957.3500.

LEATHER TAILOR
Experienced person for production 
and manufacturing for leather 
goods. Apply in person at Black 
Hawk Leather *3814 S. Shepherd
• Mon-Sat • 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

STAGES THEATRE
Basic computer skills needed • 
Approximately 20 hours/week, 
suitable for retirees, students 
or partially disabled persons. 
713.527.0220, X204.___________

WindowMedia
Window Media, the publisher of 
Southern Voice (Atlanta), Houston 
Voice (Houston) Impact News 
(New Orleans) and eclipse maga­
zine is experiencing unprecedent­
ed growth with ambitious plans for 
the future. Talented, hard-working, 
creative and dedicated individuals 
are constantly in demand as oppor­
tunities arise within our publica­
tion areas: Sales, Administration, 
Circulation/Distribulion, Editorial, 
Design/ Production. If you are 
interested in a career path with a 
growing organization, please sub­
mit your resume to: Window 
Media, Attn.: Human Resources 
Dept., 1095 Zonolite Road #100, 
Atlanta, Ga., 30306.

EROS 1207
Houston’s newest erotic boutique 
super store is now accepting appli­
cations for energetic sales staff. • 
Full/Part-time, excellent opportu­
nity • Apply in person, 1207 
Spencer Highway, South Houston, 
TX, 10AM to 2PM, Monday 
through Friday • 713.944.6010.

BASIC BROTHERS
Now accepting applications for 
management positions and full/ 
part-time retail employment. Prior 
retai 1/sales experience and com­
puter knowledge a plus • Come 
join our team and enjoy one of the 
best benefit packages around • 
Apply M-F, 10am-4pm, 1232 
Westheimer • No phone calls 
please.

Home Improvements

BOOGIE & MARCELA
Home Repair Service • 40 Years 
experience • Call us for all your 
repair needs • 713.856.6188.

Star Cleaners • Professional pres­
sure cleaning • Residential and 
Commercial • No chemicals • 
713.926.1777.

Moving Services______
American Movers

Visit us on the web • www.ameri- 
canmovers.org • 2412 A Taft • 
Houston, Texas, 77006 • Now 
Statewide • TxDOT# OO5282O35C 
•713.522.1717

Licensed Massage
ARE YOU STRESSED?

Experience the best in therapeutic 
full body massage • Call now for 
an appointment • Randal • RMT# 
MTOO593O • 713.861.5458.

Randy B. • RMT # MT009061 • 
888.983.4932 • Appointments 7 
days • Flexible hours.________

Paul Rutledge • RMT #012781
• 7 days • Flexible hours • 713.592.
0444._______________________

TIM OF L.A.
Hawaiian Body Work and 
Massage • 2 to 4 hour sessions • 
713.508.7896.

Massage Therapy at its finest. • 
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Sports, 
Reflexology • Don’t settle for less
• In/Out, Hotels, 7 Days • Jeff 
#016074 (Nationally Certified) 
713.524.5865.

You Need Therapy!
Massage therapy now available 
at Muscle Mechanics personal 
training & wellness studio-sports 
massage, therapeutic massage, 
relaxation therapy. Call now for 
your appointment! Muscle 
Mechanics 713.523.5330.

Pets________________
The Homeless Pet Placement 
League is a Houston area, non­
profit animal welfare organization. 
H bsite at www.HPPL.org

The Spay Neuter Assistance 
Program will provide FREE spay- 
ing/ne uteri ng, rabies vaccinations 
and city licenses for animals 
belonging to qualifying low 
income dog and cat guardians. 
For qualifications and transporta­
tion information please call 
713.522.2337.

Professional Services

dj rick s/x
Latest Top 40 • House • Trance • 
Dance Music •713.747.8384.

GOODSEARCH

LOST LOVES LOCATED 

SEARCHES
Public Record Research • Asset 
Searches • Pre-Employment Ver­
ification • Adoption Searches Skip 
Tracing • School Reunions • 
281.412.3332 • email Goodsearch 
@ aol.com

BODY WAXING 
FOR MEN

Personal grooming by Dale • 
Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist • Private Location 
in Montrose • Call for appointment 
713.529.595Z________________

Real Estate For Rent -
1222 Waverly • Completely 
remodeled Kitchen & Bath • 
Central AC • Hardwoods • Mini­
blinds • 1 bedroom • Pet negotiable
• $1000 per month •713.861.3316.

HEIGHTS GARAGE
Apartment for rent • Best location
• 3 Units • $565 to $650 • All with 
covered off street parking • 
713.880.3862.
Heights Blvd. House *2/1 • AC 
Heat • Hardwood floors • W&D 
connections • Updated kitchen & 
bath • Fenced yard • Start showing 
3/1 • 713.298.8999.

CARRIAGE HOUSE
1/1 • Den • Hardwoods • Utility & 
storage room • Central AC/H • 
Attached one car garage • No pets 
or smokers • $995/month • 
713.297.5613.

MONTROSE/ 
RIVER OAKS

Immediate move-in • 1/1 •Call for 
special»713.524.0514.

HEIGHTS DUPLEX
One bedroom • Hardwoods • 
Centrals • Formals • Parking 
$650/mo • Also one bedroom • 
Corner • Carpet • $55()/mo. • 
Richard 713.828.7866.

1 BEDROOM
Great locations Montrose/River 
Oaks • w/d included • Garage 
available • New construction • Call 
for specials •713.630.0006.

RIVER OAKS
Plaza at River Oaks • 1 bedroom • 
w/d included • For details call 
713.528.5277.

GREENWAY PLAZA
3308 Branard @ Audley • 1/1 8 
$475. per month • $150 deposilBk 
Free basic cable • Move in speciaT 
•Agent 713.524.9660.

Real Estate For Sale
Looking for a home on the North 
side? Call Bernie Johnson, Agent 
Keller-Williams Realty your Real 
Estate specialist, 281.364.4862.

Roommates__________
Male roommate wanted • 
Excellent Montrose location • 
Private room & bath • Walk-in 
closet • Pool • Landscaping • pre­
fer non-smoker • No pets • 
Covered parking • $400 per month 
+ 1/2 elec. •713.529-0740.

Travel/Resorts________

SOUTH BEACH ft 
MIAMI

Newly remodeled studio apart­
ment in historic Miami Beach. 
Kitchen • Queen bed • Queen fold 
out bed • Up to 4 welcome • Pool • 
Laundry • Exercise room n secure 
building • Walking distance to 
beach, clubs, restaurants, shopping 
• $99/night through March • Call 
713.803.1323 or www.hometown 
@aol.com/mantellsuites/mantell.h 
tm.

WAIKIKI
Luxury ocean view • 18th floor • 
One bedroom condo in Waikiki • 
All amenities, fully furnished, 
including linens and remodelel 
kitchen. • Lovely ten-ace looks out 
to Diamond Head. • Secure build­
ing, non-smoking • $99/night 
(double), 10 day minimum, securi­
ty deposit plus cleaning fee • For 
more information email: glarp 
@earthlink.net or call 310.473. 
1871 (Los Angeles).

Volunteers___________
The Houston Lesbian & Gay 
Community Center is seeking vol­
unteers to staff the facility in more 
extended hours. If organizations 
and individuals are interested, 
please contact Kevin Davidson at 
713.524.3818 to discuss how you 
can help.

Web-sites «
eroticattire.com 

hotboytv.com

Memorialize your loved 
ones on the internet 

www.eeternity.com 

602-265-4308 

www.houstonvoice.com 

www.sovo.com 

www.impactnews.com 

www.montrosesoftballleague.com 

www.iblhouston.net 
www.gayswitchhoardhouston.org 

www.stevendavid.com

PET LOVERS 
Unique Pet Products 

www.pathpetproducts
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Ready willing and very able...
to give highly skilled, professional insurance service in 

your neighborhood. She’s an expert in planning 
all your insurance- auto, life, home and business.

And she may save you money, too.
Come in and meet her and take advantage 

of her broad insurance experience.

GWEN FOSTER.
INSURANCE AGENCY

5414 Katy Freeway @TC Jester • Houston,Texas 77007 

713-961 -9455 fax: 713-850-0856

1213 Hermann Dr., Suite 430 713-520-0653

nt.

•9

■Q 
CQ 
(O

o 
o

Crad Duren, M.D.
Internal medical practice offering discreet 
confidental care to the community, including 
HIV/AIDS diagnostics & therapeutics 

Healthcare from the Heart 
Anonymous Testing and Counseling

Major Credit Cards Accepted • Personal checks Accepted 
Insurance with Qualification • Medicare

Ik

EDITOR
Join the nation’s fastest growing lesbian and gay 

newspaper company. Houston Voice is a newspaper in the 
expanding WindowMedia chain, offering exciting and 
challenging opportunities that extend far beyond one 
newspaper and one city.

Houston’s weekly lesbian and gay newspaper seeks an 
aggressive, experienced, professional journalist with 
management background for position of editor. 
Applicants should be well-versed in newspaper operation, 
work well under deadlines and thrive in a team environ­
ment. Excellent writing, copy-editing and communication 
skills. Proficiency with Macintosh OS, MSWord and 
QuarkXPress preferred. Competitive salary and benefits.

Houston Voice and WindowMedia are equal opportunity 
employers. Please send (no phone calls) writing samples, 
resume and cover letter for consideration to:

voice

EDITOR
Houston Voice 
500 Lovett Blvd. 
Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77006 

by e-mail 
editor@houstonvoice.com

or fax
713-529-9531

voice

CATEGORY: 

TEXT: 

State Zip 

Call 713-529-8490
for other categories

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR BUSINESS CARD DISPLAY RATES

BUSINESS RATE $12:  
Auto Repair
Business Opportunities 
Entertainment
Help Wanted  
Help Wanted-Seeking

 Home Improvement 
Items For Sale
Licensed Massage  
Moving Services
Professional Services 
Real Estate For Rent

„ Real Estate For Sale  

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

PICK YOUR 
CATEGORY

FREE: Call for guidelines 
HIV Services & Education 
Volunteers
Non-Profit Organizations

INDIVIDUAL RATE $7:
Announcements
Auditions
Employment-Seeking

 Pets-Free or Lost & Found 
Roommates
Personal Websites

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words per week.
1-3 weeks: 12.00 • 4-7 weeks: 10.80 • 8 or more weeks: 9.60
Additional words x 60? per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 3.00 (per week)
Giant headline: 5.00 (per week)

Subtotal: 
Total: $ 

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $7.00 per week. Additional words at 50c each,per week.

Up to 20 words: 7.00
Additional words x 50?:

Bold headline: 3.00 (per week)

Giant headline: 5.00 (per week)

Subtotal:
Total:

x# of issues

Name: 
Address: 
City
Phone_
Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX □MC UVISA
Card #Exp.  

Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order 
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 71'3-529-8490. 
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL: feedback@houstonvoice.com
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation. 
Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON

# OF ISSUES:
Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

X # of issues
$____



26 MARCH 3, 2000 • HOUSTON VOICE

Alignments
Brakes
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FOR LEASE

All units are in a charming old-world atmosphere |

::<<<

Ctmiral Locatiwi

CALL CAROLYN A. ROBERTS AT 713-529-8490 TO ADVERTISE

FA$TCA$H

► 4 <

Auto Repair & Service

We Supply All Cleaning 
Products & Equipment

coCM

• Alignment
• Brakes

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 
BONDED FOR YOUR PROTECTION 

MOVE-INS/MOVE-OUTS • SPECIAL PROJECTS 
WEEKLY - BIMONTHLY - ONE TIME 

ORGANIZATION OF CLOSETS & DRAWERS

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

mA

ANiericanI
MEXPRESS

Owner/Operator 
Ph: 281-352-9252 
Email: bbarw@aok€om 

Rt.l Box 625-A 
Hockley,Texas 77447-977?

if your hair is 
not BECOMING to you 

you should BE COMING to me.

1307 Fairview
(3 blocks west of Montrose)

713-529-1414

GET PAID TO
CRUISE

THE INTERNET!

Cooper'
TIRES

for info 

please email 

lazwizrdl ©yahoo.com

American & Foreign

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

WESTBURY GARDENS
CONDOS

• AUTO • HOME • LIFE • 
LOW COST AUTOS 

LOW COST RENTERS 
MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS 

TONY MAY 
INSURANCE AGENCY 
NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 

713-807-8264

Michael A. Bartley M.D., PA. 
“Your Near-Town Psychiatrist”

24-HOUR SERVICE
6,8 & 10 Passenger Elegant Stretch Limousines • (^13)6 86-3337

20% off When You Mention This Ad!

713-526-3723
1411 Taft Houston,TX. 71019

713.729.9316 
Call Lyn for an appointment 

(On-Site Agent)

FREE ESTIMATES By Phone
(713) 895-2766

URSN’S AMERICAN
BUSINESS • PLEASURE

Athletic Sports Massage
Stress Reduction ▼
By the Skilled Hands of a Fit & Toned Masseur 

7 Days a Week • Montrose Area

Jon 
713.824.0095 

RMT#001664
Specializing in the Working Man

GO

B BAR W CONTRACTING
Interior/Exterior Painting

- □ Wt i Power Washing
Carpentry - 
SheetrotK Repairs 
Household Repairs 
CerniKSTife 
Carpeting 
Vinyl Floors 
Decks 
Patio covers

In Business Since 1D91

Perfection Plus
Domestic Services

Specialists in Detail CleaningTICKETS
CLASS C MISDEMEANORS 

MUNICIPAL COURT MATTERS

^^*(2X00^ y

Complete Brakes

Tune-Up
Maj(* or Minor Repair

TWf If PlACf
Inc.

713-944-6010
E-Mail: crosl207@hotmail.com

1207 SPENCER @ AIXEN GENOA. South Houston. TX 775K7
Exit Gulf Freeway at Airport /College. Then East 2 Miles 

OpcnPaity10T101:,Midn^hl1 * Mail Orders Welcome |

TQS 1207 Your/Vew
i. — , Alternative Store

r \ i
Ct' IJD'f'CLOTy

........ *... .................................... ............ . ................................................ a...................................

2-HOUR MASSAGE

JVLuvL” 3 1/2-HOUR MASSAGE

TIM OF LA. • 7 DAYS A WEEK
713-508-7896

NOT YOUR BASIC STORE!
Unique Clubwear
& Undergear
“For Men & Women”

Leather, Lubricants
Adult Toys - Gifts

p?5% Off Sale]
Mens Club Shirts
Ladies Dresses

Robert Eutsler
Houston, Texas 

713-464-6461 
robeutsler@aol.com

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 
Licensed to practice law by the 

Supreme Court of Texas since 1974

Refurbished 2 bedroom, 
1 >2Bath Condo. 1200 sq.ft. 
Full-size Washer/Dryer.

DON GILL

STUDIO 911
713-521-0911 I
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY f

LIMOUSINES-
ALL OCCASIONS

!| $1000OFF
!| First Cleaning

Highest Prices Paid for 
anything of value!!

FREE PICK-UP! 
713-994-5986 
281-391-7515

Call Anytime • 7 days a week

Huge Kitchen. New Carpet 
& Tile. Fenced Patio 
$950/month.

General psychiatric evaluations • Appropriate 
medication management • Cash transaction 

receipt provided for insurance purposes 
• Medicare also accepted • Confidentiality strictly 

respected • Se habla Espahol

500 Lovett Suite # 275 
Houston, Tx 77006

713.521.3334

w

We buy anything of value! 
Antiques, Estates, Furniture, Collectibles, 
Jewelry, Automobiles, and Glassware.

»'''

, $

A Life’s Pleasure 
Roland Nicolaides
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My Stars! by JILL DEARMAN

YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

March 3-9

ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
It's the end of a long, strange trip for you when it comes to love. You are just 
around the corner from a big break that could come in the form of some real 
admiration. But it's not about love; it's about pushing your own sexual 
boundaries. Push it real good with another Aries.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
It could be time for you to make a significant change in your home life. You 
need more stability. You need more beautiful things and meaningful people 
around you. With bosses and people in power, listen to your instincts and 
show some courage. An Aries can teach you to hang tough.

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
Jupiter could give you a real lift—if you are willing to throw yourself head­
long into the future. You've been living in the past too long. Are there peo­
ple in your life you just hate? Now is the time to love and hate with a pas­
sion. A Capricorn will bring out both in you.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
Mercury retrograde in your travel sector suggests you should double-check 
all train, plane and automobile connections before hitting the road. You are 
embarking on a magnificent artist's journey that starts with a leap of faith. 
Don't be afraid to take risks. And don't be afraid of a Pisces.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)
The moon meets Jupiter in your career house on March 10, so please, pay 
attention to your wildest success fantasies. Then take stock of your financial 
situation. You could reach your goals if you cut corners a little and invest 
some money in a long-term venture. A Gemini wants to invest in you.

VIRGO (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
Strange coincidences abound as the universe teaches you how to cut your­
self some slack. If you're totally without romantic prospects, get back in 
touch with your lovesick teen within. And if you have your eye on an 
Aquarius, then let your feelings show.

LIBRA (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)
Do all you can to satisfy a demanding lover. This isn't just about sex; it's about 
submitting to a part of yourself you don't often deal with. Make sure you 
are dotting all your i's at work; the boss is interested in all the details. You 
could get to know yourself a whole lot better in the days ahead, with the 
help of an Aquarius.

SCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
Don't be afraid to express your creativity in unusual ways. This period of your 
life is all about self-discovery. Relationships actually don't have to be all 
about power and control, you could loosen up and just enjoy the ride. 
Challenge your imagination, and use a Virgo as your muse.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 23 - DEC 22)
Venus in your social sector promises many a date during these (emotionally) 
chilly days of March. You don t have to go deep with anyone yet. Spell out 
what you need as clearly as possible, and keep your sense of humor at all 
costs. A Taurus needs your good spirits.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
It could be hard for you to figure out what you want from your relationships 
during this cycle. Don't worry about it. You need to experience more and 
analyze less. But choose your words carefully. The world makes shallow judg­
ments, but a Cancer is your good luck charm.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 21 - Feb. 19)
You are about to enter a period of great wealth (or at least much greater 
than what you're used to). Try not to spend like a maniac. A Libra has a sixth 
sense about your non-monogamous ways. Don t deny who you are; instead, 
fess up and enjoy being the person none of us understand.

PISCES (FEB. 20 - MARCH 20)
It's going to be hard to improve your luck because so much good fortune is 
already coming your way. Go after what you want on the career front with 
real passion. Be willing to commit to the things you desire. The same holds true 
in love. A Libra may not have been what you wished for but is what you need.

Jill Dearman is the author of "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer 
Astrology for Women." For information on charts and consultations, call 
212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

PRINTING
l/ourFtintiwjSolution.

713.522.1896
Fax: 713.522.0708 

3400 Montrose, Suite 105

'We Handle ALL Your
Printing Needs!"

Your Montrose Area 
Printer Since 1977
• Fine Printing
• Passport Photos
• High Speed Copying
• Pick-up & Delivery
• Typesetting & Design

i 10% off with Coupon
; * One per customer

Everything you want

2000 XTERRfl

Right Here!
Right Now!

• •
' ''

New
Vehicles

Pi

iIM

1/ i

LONE STAR

2000 innximn st

rtie

Sales Hours: 9-9 M-F • 9-9 Sat. Service Hours: 7-7 M-F • 8-2 Sat.

NISSAN O B I

12230 Southwest Freeway • Stafford, TX • 281 -243-8600 • FAX 281 -243-8635
Houston’s Newest Nissan-Oldsmobile Dealer



OUT. PROUD. AND CONNGCTtD
otiwuHiTY CorwurucATiom NsTwott? “Better Than Bell” Telecommunications Servici

1.Community
Communications
kherwopk m

• •

Local Phone Service* • Long Distance Service* 
’•Starting as low as $29.95 *As Low As 3c a Minute

•Local Customer Care* »All On One Invoice* 
’'Talk to a real Person *Easy to Understand Billing

• “Shadow Service” Enhanced Messaging
’'Never Miss Another Important Call, Fax, or E-mail

Each New Subscription Through The End of March 
Will Make A Donation To:

The Care Givers’ Wall

ft

. - »•.. V.

.-S’* '*•£ • /

W.

For Information Contact Mr. Don Gill 
at “Studio 911-Hair” 

713-521-091 1 • 911 Welch St. • Houston, TX 77006

r Community Communications Nctwokk
281-583*3770 TALCS & SC&MICC


