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arrangements can be 
created simply with a 
couple of inexpensive 
bunches from the grocery 
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In Travis Ammons' new 
comedy, 'Manhood Is Dead,' 
four male friends, four lost 
boys of dysfunctional 
manhood, meet each 
Saturday night for their 
ritual poker game.
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Erasmo Guerra's first 
novel, 'Between Dances' 
follows a Houston 
hustler's decent into the 
bleak world of Times 
Square

Page 14

Gay groups applaud Gore VP pick
"It shows Al Gore's com­
mitment to diversity and 
his commitment to break 
new ground in terms of 
outreach and inclusion.

A senator since 1988, 
Lieberman has a non-dis- 
crimination policy in his 
office that includes sexual 
orientation. He co-spon­
sored the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act, a 
bill to ban job discrimina­
tion on the basis of sexual 
orientation, and has also 
co-sponsored the Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act, 
which would add sexual 
orientation, gender and 
disability to federal hate

Gay Democrats say Al Gore's new running mate. Sen. Joseph 
Lieoerman, provides an even sharper contrast on gay issues to the 
GOP ticket of George W. Bush and Dick Cheney.

•1

Meanwhile, national gay 
GOP group endorses 
Bush/Cheney

by LAURA BROWN

The race to the Nov. 7 presidential elec­
tion gathered steam this week, with 
Democratic candidate Vice President Al 
Gore picking a running mate who provides 
a stark contrast to his opponent on gay 
rights.

Just days earlier, Republican nominee 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush picked up the 
endorsement of the Log Cabin Republicans, 
despite friction between the nation's largest 
gay GOP group and the candidate in the 
past.

On Monday, Gore made public his 
choice of Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D-Conn.) 
as his vice presidential running mate. The 
two appeared together at the official 
announcement Tuesday in Nashville.

Lieberman, the first Jewish candidate on 
a national ticket from a major political 
party, drew mostly praise from gay political 
groups.

"It's a bold choice," said Michael Colby, 
executive director of the National Stonewall 
Democratic Federation, an alliance of gay 
Democrat groups that has endorsed Gore.

crimes laws.
Lieberman "is definitely a friend of our 

community," Colby said.
The National Gay & Lesbian Task Force 

called Lieberman's record "generally good" 
on gay issues, but "decidedly mixed" on 
"other progressive issues" because he sup­
ported welfare reform and school vouchers.

Lieberman scored 100 percent for the 
106th Congress, 100 percent for the 105th, 
and 89 percent for the 104th Congress on a 
scorecard of gay issues prepared by the 
Human Rights Campaign, a national group

that lobbies Congress on gay rights and has 
already endorsed Gore.

According to HRC, his only negative 
vote during the last three congresses was in 
support of the Defense of Marriage Act, the 
successful 1996 measure that banned feder­
al recognition of gay marriages.

Lieberman's earlier record was less pos­
itive on gay issues. In 1994, he voted in 
favor of an amendment by Sen. Jesse Helms 
(R-N.C.) to prohibit federal money from

>- Continued on Page 11

By any other name, a queer is a queer is a queer

Putch
emnw, .

Labels define, yet at the 
same time divide gay 
community

by MARIA MINICUCCI

It is safe to assume that a strong sense of 
solidarity exists among GLBT communities 
across the country in the struggle to oppose 
acts of hatred, exclusion or discrimination 
based on sexual orientation.

Gay Republicans, Christian feminists, 
gay activists, leather queers, dykes, faggots, 
all of them would most likely stand shoul­
der to shoulder in agreement that any and 
all assaults against homosexuals are wrong 
and need to be stopped. Within these same 
communities, even within these same 
groups, solidarity is at times discarded for

in fighting, wariness and downright nasty 
behavior toward one another based on the 
various definitions, labels and stereotypes 
associated with sexual/gender orientation.

This is the first of a four-part series 
exploring the very definihons that seem to 
have the capacity to both empower and

denigrate gays, lesbians, bisexuals and 
transgendered persons. The purpose of this 
part in the series is to lay out some of the 
definitions and distinctions that serve to 
shape one identity on one hand, and how 
these labels, at times, become weapons

>■ Continued on Page 10
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Fighting for your gay dollar
Gay and gay-friendly online firms 
offer a large variety of financial 
services online to attract gay dollars

by JENNIFER SMITH

The color of pink money.
With gay men and lesbians now making up the newest niche 

market, their business dollars even have their own name. It is pre­
cisely this "pink money" that national companies, both gay and 
straight, are starting to scramble after.

With most large financial service companies still behind the 
curve in acknowledging the different needs of gays, a few, like the 
young gfn.com and partners GMAC, Fleet Financial, Conseco and 
Telebank, are leading the charge to tap into the estimated $800 bil­
lion in assets owned and controlled by America's gay population.

"It's amazing," said Harold Upjohn, a gay private investment 
broker in Atlanta. "Five years ago there wasn't a single national 
company that acted like they knew gays and lesbians might have 
alternative needs from heterosexuals. Today there are sites actually 
competing to service our specific needs."

And the competition is starting to get fierce.
Recent rhetorical barbs between Gay Financial Network (GFN) 

founder Walter Shubert and G&L Internet Bank founder Steven 
Dunlap have some asking, "Why are we competing against each 
other?"

"There is more than enough money in this community to go 
around," said Chip Murlock, a gay banking analyst. "Gay owned 
companies should be concentrating on taking market share away 
from non-gay-friendly companies, not compete with each other."

Gfn.com, the web-site of Gay Financial Network, a first of its

Steve Dunlap, Keith Cutham and Kay Griffith launched G&L Bank in May 
1999, making it the first online bank to target gay men and lesbians.

A

kind company founded in 1998, offers daily market and communi­
ty happenings articles, access to online trading, banking, mortgages 
and more.

The site's online professional directory is used by tens of thou­
sands of people every week looking for gay, lesbian and gay-friend­
ly lawyers, insurance agents, mortgage bankers, financial planners 
and other service providers. Hundreds of Georgia professionals are 
listed.

"I've had a great experience being listed on gfn.com's profes­
sional directory," said Tony Pruitt, a gay financial advisor in 
Atlanta. "I've received several clients from them, and GFN sends 
me email updates about my area of business. You can never have 
enough information, right?"

Not everyone has been so fortunate. Gay mortgage broker Bret 
Doman paid his $100 filing fee to be listed in the directory months 
ago and despite being one of only two mortgage brokers listed in

>• Continued on Page 15
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Musical comedy play 
being staged at church 
Aug. 18-19

by ELLA TYLER

Coy Tow is marrying Eileen Buerkert at 
Bering Church on Thursday Aug. 17, and 
that's just the start of the unconventional 
evening.

Tow and Buerkert are starring in "The 
Wedding," an original musical comedy 
about a traditional wedding with some 
untraditional twists. The show is a fund­
raiser for Bering Support Network and will 
be presented again Aug. 18 and 19.

The idea for the play came from David 
Stotlar, who is directing the show.

"Bering doesn't do weddings, so I 
thought it would be fun to have a play 
about one and give us an opportunity to 
laugh about it."

Last August, Bering Church decided not 
to hold weddings because the Methodist 
Church does not allow its clergy to bless 
homosexual unions.

Although Stotlar came up with the out­
line for the play, he says that Carl Carriera 
wrote if.

"So I can say that it's packed with hilari­
ous dialogue and entertaining musical 
numbers," Stotlar said. "Its set up like a 
very traditional wedding, except that 
Eileen, the bride, is Catholic, and then Coy, 
as the groom, is Jewish. Some of the 
groom's family is unhappy about this wed­
ding taking place under our stained-glass 
window of the baby Jesus.

"A rabbi, played by Stewart Zuckerbrod, 
officiates," he adds.

"I've been listening to rehearsals, and 
there's lots of singing and some really nice 
voices," said Steve Yocom, chairman of tick­
et sales for the event. "It's a lot like a real 
wedding. The first act is in the sanctuary 
and after the intermission, the second act 
moves to the banquet hall."

He promises wedding cake and punch to 
all playgoers.

"We have a Bridal Registry, too," he said. 
"Christine Coberly, the Support Network's 
director has written down what different 
elements of the program cost and peoplfe 
may write a check to sponsor that part of 
the program."

Yocum said that Saturday's show, a 
black-tie gala, is already sold out, "but there 
are plenty of tickets for the other two shows. 
People can get them at the church or Basic 
Brothers."

The play is presented by Bering and 
Friends, a group of church members and 
local theater activists that formed 10 years 
ago.

"We've done a play for the past 10 
years," Yocom said.

This is the first time for Stotlar, who has 
been active with Halloween Magic Players, 
to work with the group.

"I'm really enjoying myself," he said.
Bering Support Network provides a 

variety of services for men and women in 
need, Yocom said. Some of the services are 
grief therapy, a group for caregivers and a 
Wednesday evening group for HIV and 
AIDS affected and infected people. It begins 
with a potluck supper, and is followed by a 
speaker and small group discussion.

There is also a group for retired people. 
The group meets on Tuesday mornings at 11 
and then chooses a restaurant and goes to 
lunch.

"THE WEDDING"
Tickets $25 each
Aug 17 and 18, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets available at Basic Brothers 

and Bering Methodist Church 
1440 Harold

713-526-1017

o 
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around the south
Gay lobby wants probe of Miss.-based Christian group over letter

JACKSON—The Mississippi Gay Lobby wants an investigation of a Tupelo-based 
Christian group that published a letter calling for the arrest of openly gay U.S. Rep. 
Kolbe (R-Ariz.) on sodomy charges, according to the Jackson Clarion-Ledger. 1 
American Family Association had included the letter in an Action Alert on the Internet. 
Kolbe spoke for less than three minutes at the Republican National Convention on trade 
issues while some delegates prayed quietly. "We feel that the AFA has ... encouraged vio­
lence towards the gay community, not to mention publicly slandered an official of the 
United States government, calling for his arrest for breaking a sodomy law," said Gay 
Lobby Chairman Jody Renaldo in an e-mail statement. American Family Association 
Executive Assistant Buddy Smith, said if he had to do it over, he would not have included 
the letter in the alert. Smith said he intended the alert to send a message to the Republican 
National Committee that "if they give the podium to homosexuals, then it'll go to rapists 
next, then pedophiles next."

Florida judge refuses restraining order for gay man against former partner
BRADENTON (AP)—A Florida judge refused to issue a restraining order that a gay 

man requested against his former partner, saying domestic violence laws don't apply 
because the state doesn't recognize gay and lesbian relationships. Bill Owens, 35, had 
sought the restraining order against Jose Mendez under the state's domestic violence law. 
Owens said his former partner severely beat him when their relationship ended. Circ^> 
Judge Marc Gilner denied Owens' request, saying the law defines people who can get u 
orders as couples who have resided or "are presently residing together as a family." But the 
law, which allows a judge to order one family member to stay away from another and out- 
of their former home, does not define the meaning of family. The judge said that because 
legislators did not specifically include same-sex couples in the law, they are excluded. 
"And I believe it was the intention of the Legislature [to exclude gays] when they wrote the 
domestic violence statute," Gilner said. Owens eventually got a restraining order under a 
different law.

Ala. Trucker gets death sentence for killing three in shooting rampage

COLUMBIANA, Ala.—A truck driver who thought three men were spreading rumors 
that he is gay was sentenced to die July 31 for killing them, according to Fox News. Alan 
Eugene Miller, 35, was convicted in June and sentenced in late July for a rampage at two 
Pelham, Ala., businesses. Miller worked as a truck driver at Ferguson Enterprises, a 
machinery company where Lee Holdbrooks, 32, and Scott Yancy, 28, were repeatedly shot 
as they prepared for work last Aug. 5. Terry Jarvis, 39, was killed less than 30-minutes later 
at nearby Post Airbags, where Miller had previously worked. According to testimony, 
Miller thought the three had been spreading rumors that he was gay, so he shot them in an 
explosion of rage. Defense lawyer Mickey Johnson did not dispute the prosecution's 
description of the killings, but he described the man as a "tortured soul" who believed 
had been slighted and felt his actions were justified.

Some Ala. GOP delegates says Bush, convention shouldn't highlight gays
PHILADELPHIA—Some Alabama delegates to the Republican National Convention 

said Texas Gov. George W. Bush might have tried to be too inclusive when he allowed a 
prime-time speech on international trade by Rep. Jim Kolbe, the only openly gay GOP 
member of Congress, the Birmingham News reported. Delegate Larry Sims of Eastaboga 
said the real message of Kolbe's appearance was that gay men and lesbians are tolerated in 
the party. "I think it's kind of pathetic that they re letting him speak because he's homo­
sexual—that's the only reason he's at the podium, Sims said. Other members of the 
Alabama delegation said they were not bothered by Kolbe s appearance. "It's not a lifestyle 
that a lot of us promote," said U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby, the Alabama delegation's co-chair. 
"But I don't think just him speaking on something of substance is promoting [homosexu­
ality] per se. But Sims expressed concern that former presidential candidate and pro-lifer 
Alan Keyes was not in the convention lineup, while Kolbe was included. "They're going 
overboard with this touchy-feely thing, and the pro-family, conservative agenda—that's 
being shoved in the comer like it s a crazy aunt in the basement," he said.

Rocker draws more attention after bumping TV camerman in dubhou^^

ST. LOUIS (AP)—Controversial Atlanta Braves player John Rocker, who has made slurs 
against gays, foreigners. New Yorkers and others, bumped into a television cameraman 
Aug. 5 about 3 1/2 hours before a game against the St. Louis Cardinals. The cameraman, 
Tom Stasiak, and reporter Frank Cusumano, who both work for KSDK, said the minor col­
lision was intentional. Rocker then said excuse me on his way down the tunnel to the 
Braves' clubhouse, Cusumano said. The men were waiting to get footage of Rocker because 
this was the Braves' first trip to St. Louis t is year, they said. When the camera light went 
on, Rocker veered from the center of the hallway. After the game, Rocker told Fox Sport Net 
it was an accident and that he wasn t paying attention." Rocker was suspended for the 

irst two weeks of the season because of anti-gay 
slurs, among others, that he made in a Sports 
Illustrated interview.

—From staff and wire reports

For more news,.visit 
www.houstonvoice.com
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around the nation
United Way in Mass, dumps Scouts, funds new group in compromise

BOSTON (AP)—The United Way of Massachusetts Bay has ended its support of the Boy 
Scouts following a Supreme Court decision allowing Scouts to bar gays from leading troops. 
Instead, under an agreement signed Aug. 1, the United Way will now provide money to 
4^rning for Life, an educational organization run by the Boy Scouts that will be spun off 

Ji turned into a separate entity. "The Boy Scouts themselves will need to fund-raise else­
where," said Pat Brandes, the chief operating officer of the United Way. "But this will help 
to make sure services are still going to youth, while honoring our policy of nondiscrimina­
tion." And there is bad news elsewhere for the Boy Scouts: Their request to renew a lease at 
a city park in San Diego has caught the attention of the American Civil Liberties Union, 
which wants the Scouts' off the land because of the group's anti-gay policy.

Calif, court dumps rental bias, but skirts discrimination question
SAN FRANCISCO (AP)—A federal appeals court reversed a decision Aug. 4 that 

allowed landlords to discriminate against unmarried couples without resolving whether 
renters who are not wed can be legally turned away. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
overrode an earlier decision by one of its own three-judge panels in a 10-1 ruling, having 
the practical effect of throwing out a lawsuit brought by two Alaskan landlords. The 
appeals court found that the suit was premature because the landlords had never been 
accused of violating the state and local laws prohibiting housing discrimination against 
unmarried couples. The court noted that it is limited by the Constitutional restriction to 
review only "live cases or controversies." The suit was filed by Kevin Thomas and Joyce 
^4<er, who each own several rental properties in Anchorage and said they had consistent-

Tefused to rent to unmarried cohabitants because of their Christian beliefs. 
if

Oregon PTA vows to fight 'no promo homo' measure on November ballot
SALEM, Ore. (AP)—The Oregon Citizens Alliance turned in enough petition signatures 

to force a vote this fall on a measure to prohibit public schools from encouraging or sanc­
tioning homosexuality, state officials said, but the group will face an unlikely opponent: the 
Oregon Parent Teacher Association. The OCA's measure drew 70,922 valid signatures, 
about 4,000 more than needed to qualify the measure for a spot on the Nov. 7 ballot. The 
proposed measure says "the instruction of behavior relating to homosexuality and bisexu­
ality shall not be presented in a public school in a manner which encourages, promotes or 
sanctions such behaviors." Defeating the measure will be a top priority for the state's par­
ent-teacher group, according to president Kathryn Firestone. "The mission of the PTA is to 
protect children," she said. "We don't decide which children to protect. It's all of them."

U.S. Rep. Rick Lazio, locked in a tight 
New York Senate campaign against 
Hillary Clinton, is being criticized for 
his advocacy on behalf of groups that 
don't believe HIV causes AIDS.

Lazio criticized for letters supporting 
for AIDS dissenter groups

NEW YORK—Members of a group that says HIV 
doesn't cause AIDS have shot back at all sides in the 
current uproar over whether Rick Lazio, a GOP 
Congressman from Long Island who is in a tight U.S. 
Senate race with Democrat Hillary Clinton, advocated 
on the group's behalf, according to the New York Blade. 
And some local elected officials have joined Clinton in 
blasting Lazio for his efforts on behalf of The Group for 
the Scientific Reappraisal of the HIV Hypothesis of 
AIDS. Among letters that Lazio's campaign acknowl­
edges he wrote is one in which Lazio requested $2.5 
million from the Senate's appropriations committee to 
fund research into whether HIV causes AIDS. "I think 
it's safe to say from the AIDS services community that 
to give credibility to an organization that is essentially 
saying that HIV is harmless is completely irresponsible 
for an elected official to do," says Marty Algaze, a

spokesperson for Gay Men's Health Crisis, a New York City-based AIDS service organization.

Idaho court protects newspaper in account of 'homosexuality scandal'
BOISE Idaho (AP)—The Idaho Court of Appeals ruled Aug. 2 that the First Amendment 

shielded the Idaho Statesman from any liability for publishing part of a 40-year-old court file 
•“/ing perhaps falsely, that a Boise man had a gay affair with his cousin. Citing a 1975 U.S. 
supreme Court ruling, the three appellate judges agreed that restricting the right of the 
media to publish documents contained in a public court file would result in self-censorship 
that would deny the public information it needs to continually assess the operations of its 
government agencies. The ruling threw out the invasion of privacy claim filed by Fred 
Uranga over the newspaper's 1995 publication of a photograph of the handwritten state­
ment by one of the men eventually convicted in a 1955 Boise homosexuality scandal. The 
picture ran with an article that called the incident one of the nation's "most infamous 
homosexual witch hunts." The paper focused on the impact the episode had on a man 
involved who committed suicide within several years of the allegations surfacing. The 

__________ ______ __________ newspaper published the material in the midst of 
a debate over a proposed ballot initiative on gay 

For more news, visit ... ... ,,r r , , .. , , 07www.houstonvoice.com nghts' call,ng the scandaI a cautionary tale.
____________________ —From staff and wire reports
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police beat
Suspects sought in strangulation death of trans woman in Houston

HOUSTON—A South Houston transgendered woman was strangled to death and her 
body dumped nearby in a Webster field, according to police. Augustin Aguilar Carrizales, 25, 
who used the name Julia, was strangled July 21 at a South Houston residence. The body was 
found face down dressed in women's clothes in a wooded area behind a business park, police 
said. Police are still searching for Kelvin Antonio Navarro, 18, also of South Houston, who is 
charged with the killing. A juvenile in custody allegedly admitted to helping Navarro load the 
body into a car so it could be moved to the field, authorities said. Other witnesses saw 
Carrizales being loaded into the car, but the witnesses at the time thought the victim was 
unconscious or drunk, according to investigators. The death may have been drug-related or it 
could have been the result of jealousy involving a male friend, according to Webster Police 
Det. Ron Bellnoski. "The adult that's at large pretty much holds the key to this case," he said.

Australian court throws out sentence, returns confessed killers to jail
MELBOURNE—The sentence of two confessed killers who beat a gay man to death 

wrongly believing he was a rapist has been overturned and the two men returned to jail. 
The Age reported. The Supreme Court of Appeal quashed the suspended sentences 
imposed on Kristian Peter Dieber, 24, and John Whiteside, 28, in June, instead sending 
them to jail with a non-parole period of four years. The two men attacked Keith Hibbins, 
45, and his partner, David Campbell, as they walked in a garden. Hibbins died 11 days 
later. "The viciousness of their assault and its lack of foundation, to my mind, smacks more 
of a desire to avenge and punish two innocent citizens than it does of misguided chivalry," 
Justice John Winneke told a packed courtroom. Campbell left the court in tears after the 
three Court of Appeal judges unanimously upheld an appeal against suspended sentences 
on the grounds they were inadequate. Supreme Court judge Justice Philip Cummins in 
June released the two men, saying the case was one in which mercy could be shown.

Telephone hotlines for gay domestic violence in Vt., gay cops in U.K.
BURLINGTON, Vt. (AP)—A telephone help line is to be set up here to aid victims of 

same-sex domestic violence. The line will offer callers information on where to turn if they 
are facing domestic violence. A $2,000 grant from the Samara Foundation of Vermont is 
paying for starting the line, organized by the Chittenden County Domestic Violence Task 
Force. It will offer help statewide, with a focus on Chittenden County, but there is no indi­
cation when the line will begin service. In Britain, police have become the first to set up a 
help line for gay officers, the Electronic Telegraph reported. The North Yorkshire hotline will 
allow gay officers to call 24 hours a day for support and help in dealing with homophobic 
colleagues or criminals. The line is advertised on cafeteria bulletin boards and is run by five 
officers who take turns carrying a mobile telephone.

LA. gay center launches campaign urging Latinos to report hate crimes
LOS ANGELES—Area Latino gay men and 

lesbians who are victims of hate crimes will be 
encouraged to fight back through the courts and 
through counseling in a campaign started Aug. 3 
by the L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center, according to 
the Los Angeles Times. The group will use bill­
boards, magazine ads and fliers in English and 
Spanish to urge Latino gay men and lesbians to 
report verbal slurs as well as physical abuse to its 
Anti-Violence Project. Many Latino victims are 
afraid to report gay-bashing because of cultural 
pressures, the language barrier and worries about 
deportation, said Gwenn Baldwin, executive 
director of the center. By not taking steps to stop 
the abuse, she said, the victims open themselves

• I

-

Gay Latinos are often afraid to report gay- 
bashings because of cultural barriers, which 
prompted Gwenn Baldwin and the LA. gay 
center to launch an awareness campaign.

to further attacks that typically escalate in danger. 
The campaign is financed with a three-year, 
$112,000 grant from the Los Angeles County 
Commission on Human Relations.

right eye and mouth. The other victim complained of 
pain to his right eye, but refused medical attention. 
Courain was released from jail on $10,000 bail.

—From staff and wire reports

For more news, visit
www.houstonvoice.com

Jersey man charged in anti-gay attack on two men during party
MAHWAH N.J.—A Mahwah, N.J. man who allegedly attacked two men after calling them 

gav was arrested July 29 and charged with aggravated assault, bias harassment, and bias assault, 
according to the Record. Witnesses told police that William Courain, 26, was at a party at a condo 
complex when he started making obscene remarks to several of the guests about their sexual ori­
entation. Courain then left the party and confronted two men in the parking lot, calling them gay 
and making obscene comments, witnesses said. They told police he attacked the two*22-year-olds. 
"He just started punching away, punching and kicking and that was it," said Lt. Lewis 
Santonacita. Police were called to the scene at 5:35 a.m. and found one victim bleeding from the 
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prejudice." Bingo, Bridget.
One had only to watch a moment of tele­

vision coverage to understand that the sea of 
white faces reflected the true complexion of an 
unmasked Republican party.

The "big tent" is inclusive if you are anti-gay, 
anti-abortion, anti-affirmative action, anti-public 
assistance programs, and pro-tax cuts that most 
often benefit the wealthy and privileged.

There are a few exceptions, certainly. Very 
few.

So where does the LCR fit in this picture? 
Are they primarily a bunch of privileged, gay, 
white men out to protect their own best inter­
ests? How can they justify supporting a party 
that remains staunchly opposed to their very 
existence, much less their basic human rights?

How can they not see the so-obvious 
patronizing "acceptance" (in exchange for 
their checkbooks) the GOP has toward them?

A friend asked me a question: "What's the 
definition of a masochist? A gay Republican."

Maybe that explains it. Nothing else 
makes sense.

VIEWPOINT
Gay Republicans settle for back of the bus

Granted, it was a historic moment. Never 
before had the GOP allowed an openly gay 
Republican to be seen, much less heard, on 
stage. (Mary Cheney, the VP nominee's 
daughter, came later, but that's another story.)

Equally amazing was the cocktail party the 
GOP threw for gay and lesbian Republicans. 
Cosmopolitans for everyone.

Was this progress toward acceptance of 
gays in the party, or was it a bone to satisfy its 
minuscule—and often wealthy—gay ranks?

The Log Cabin Republicans insist it means there 
is such a thing as "compassionate conservatism."

Compassionate conservatism. What the 
heck does it mean—aside from what the 
Republicans say it means?

For guidance, I turned to a dear friend, 
who also happens to be a Texan. Bridget is 
spiritual, intelligent, politically savvy.

"The word 'compassion' literally means to 
share in others' suffering," Bridget wrote in an 
e-mail. "'Com' meaning 'with,' and 'pati' 
meaning 'to suffer.'"

She said while "passion" often is associat­
ed with lusty love, Christians use it in refer­
ring to Christ's passion, his acts of love.

"The 'compassionate conservatives' prob­
ably have little experience in common with 
those suffering in poverty, on death row, from 

What a roller­
coaster ride politics 
has taken the last two 
weeks—at least for the 

few of us who pay attention to such matters.
Take U.S. Rep. Jim Kolbe. Please. The 

Grand Old Party paraded its least favorite gay 
prop onto its convention stage, gave him three 
minutes to talk about labor issues, and then 
banished him to the baggage compartment of 
the "Doubletalk Express."

The ultra-conservative American Family 
Association called for Arizona Republican's 
arrest for being a law-breaking sodomite. And 
as Kolbe spoke, a small number of those com­
passionate conservatives in the Texas delega­
tion bowed their heads in prayer for the 
abomination from Anzona.

At least these two groups had the guts to 
stand up—or sit down—for their beliefs: All 
gays will bum in hell.

After Kolbe's token appearance, the Log Cabin 
Republicans fluffed their tail feathers and pranced 
before the media. By allowing Kolbe to speak, 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush displayed extraordi­
nary tolerance toward gays, they shouted from the 
basement of convention headquarters.

Feeling the Log Cabin Republicans’ pain
by CHRIS CRAIN

When it comes to the 
insults that get regularly 
hurled at gay Repub­
licans, I feel their pain.

"Traitors." "Nazi 
Jews." "Masochists." 
"Oxymorons.""Brown­
nosers."

And those are just the chosen barbs from 
fellow homosexuals.

"Party crashers." "Biological errors." 
"Deviants."

That's the view from many Republicans, 
especially the politically active ones who 
show up as delegates to party conventions. 
Even mainstream GOP candidates are often 
unwilling to accept campaign contributions 
offered by the Log Cabin Republicans, the 
primary gay GOP group.

With political influence for sale like 
never before, when the primary gay rights 
group is a dressed-up political action com­
mittee, turning down money is probably 
the lowest blow of all.

I'm acutely aware of this double-wham­
my experienced by Log Cabin, though I 
never joined up during my years as a gay 
Republican. Rejection from gays, only to be 
matched by rejection from the GOP.

To be sure, there's certainly no compari­
son to the real-life prejudice suffered by other 
double-whammies (white lesbians and 
African-American women come to mind). 
But you wouldn't know it from the chip most 
gay Republicans have on their shoulders.

My experience as a gay Republican was 

crystallized for me on a Tuesday night in 
the bowels of the Astrodome, at the 1992 
Republican Convention.

At the time, with one foot out and one 
foot planted firmly in the closet, I'd joined 
the legal staff of the Bush/Quayle cam­
paign and made the trip to Houston for the 
convention. As proud of my all-access pass 
as Wayne and Garth at a Metallica concert, 
f flaunted it to go underneath the stage, 
where I found a payphone I could use to 
call my first real boyfriend.

He was an ardent Democrat, on the staff 
of Florida Gov. Lawton Chiles, and he 
soiled my romantic call with too many 
reminders that the "family values" crowd 
was running the show above me.

To make matters worse, in the middle of 
my call, I heard a huge round of applause 
from upstairs, where the speaker was for­
mer Education Secretary William Bennett, 
who would later compile books teaching 
Americans how to be "virtuous."

I paused to listen, and got a chill from what 
I heard. It wasn't the infamous "Culture War" 
speech Pat Buchanan would give the next 
night, but he was excoriating those who would 
allow our children to be taught that homosexu­
ality was "normal." The stadium rocked.

Still, I believed in the power of working 
within the system, and since a significant 
portion of the Bush campaign and 
Republicarf National Committee staff was 
gay, if closeted, I liked our odds.

Even today, I buy into the mission of Log 
Cabin Republicans. Rich Tafel, their executive 
director, is right when he says that for every 
inch the GOP moves, the Democrats are pres­

sured to move two more to maintain their edge.
And the Philadelphia convention last 

week certainly represented progress over the 
'92 confab in Houston. No more gay-bashing 
red meat for the crowds, and Dick Cheney, 
W's running mate, even has a gay daughter.

But when Log Cabin announced at the 
end of the week the endorsement of George 
W. Bush, who is opposed to every form of gay 
civil rights protection ever attempted in Texas 
or beyond, I remembered why I never joined.

For all its strategic focus on mission, Log 
Cabin repeatedly fails in execution, usually 
from an unwillingness to hold the bar high 
enough. In the year 2000, LCR should require 
more than that Bush seek their endorsement.

Private promises, which probably only 
included not rolling back Clinton's executive 
orders on non-discrimination within the 
executive branch, aren't enough. The current 
occupant of the White House has proven 
how easily public promises are broken.

If Log Cabin Republicans scrutinized 
GOP candidates with even one-tenth the 
vigor with which they deconstruct the pro­
gay record of Democrats, the movement 
would be better for it.

And if Log Cabin members showed 
their closed-minded gay brethren even one- 
tenth the tolerance and patience they have 
for anti-gay Republicans, they might see 
past the chip on their shoulder that some of 
the criticism is constructive, and Log Cabin 
would be better for it.

Chris Crain is editor o/Southern Voice and 
editorial director of Window Media, LLC, which 
publishes this paper and the Houston Voice.
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Damn it, Q-Patrol needs you
by D.L. GROOVER

I am pissed. And disheartened.
What is it going to take to get this 

community motivated to join us? In the 
last two months, Q-Patrol has spent a 
great deal of money for newspaper ads; 
we've had a "rush" reception for those 
interested in coming into the fold; we 
sponsored a Hate Crimes conference at 
the Houston Gay and Lesbian 
Community Center, part memorial to 
Paul Broussard, part recruitment drive.

Nothing has worked, and we're out of 
ideas.

I'm not crying wolf, but if we don't 
get some new members very soon, Q- 
Patrol is out of here.

As it now stands, we have six mem­
bers, down from more than 30 just two 
years ago. Recently, two have changed 
jobs and can no longer patrol weekends. 
Four of us can't possibly do all that's 
required. We're burned out and fed up.

Lack of interest from you has sapped 
us. We're still out there, but, as happened 
last week, only two of us drove around 
the "kingdom." It wasn't really so long 
ago, when I remember having more than 
enough volunteers to patrol Friday and 
Saturday nights, to have mobile, foot, 
skate and even bicycle patrols all on the 
same evening.

At one time, we had enough people to 
do shifts on Saturday, lasting well past 

the 2 a.m. closing hours of the bars, when 
our vigilance is most sorely needed. 
Those days are but a memory.

We're not asking for your first bom, 
you know. All we want is one evening a 
month, and right now that's only three 
hours worth: Saturday evening from 9 
p.m. to midnight. Trust me, you won't 
miss anything at the bars in those three 
hours, and you'll still have time to party 
after you're finished with your good deed.

And it is a good deed that Q-Patrol 
does. We're not the police, we don't inter­
vene when miscreants misbehave. We're 
but a "visible deterrence" to hate crimes. 
Walking in the streets wearing our white 
t-shirts, or driving a car plastered with 
our magnetic signs, communicating to 
each other by walkie-talkie, we are seen 
by all but the most blotto.

It can't be lack of interest that keeps 
you away. Since I joined Q-Patrol upon 
moving here from New York City, there 
hasn't been one evening when I've been 
on patrol that someone hasn't yelled out, 
"Hey, good job, Q-Patrol." That support 
makes our day.

I know you like seeing us out there on 
the streets. When we set up our tent to 
fund-raise near the entrance of Pacific 
Street, we can usually count on more 
than $100 in donations on a good night. 
Lately, we've received much-needed 
beneficence from the Krewe of Olympus, 
Bank of America and a percentage of bar­

tenders' tips from JR's.
Whenever we call out for money, 

somehow the money appears. You're 
more than willing to give your cash 
when asked, how about your time?

In the old days, you couldn't miss our 
group. Diversity thy name was Q-Patrol: 
not so long ago our membership proudly 
represented every letter in GLBT. For me, 

the most heartwarming of all were our 
straight volunteers: the mother who 
brought her son into Montrose to dance 
at Numbers while she patrolled with us; 
the feisty grandma in tennis shoes, one of 
our best recruiters.

And we have made a difference. The 
Houston Police have told us our Citizen 
On Patrol presence has reduced the inci­
dence of bias crime in the neighborhood, 
especially the small hate crimes like "fag­
ging" (where someone yells an epithet). 
As the experts say, when you stop the 
smaller indignities, you put the brakes on 
the perpetrator's boldness and neutralize 
the escalation into violence. People know 
us, they see us, and they know we'll call 
the police at the first sign of trouble. Many 
a carload of "suspicious characters" has 

fled the Montrose upon spotting us.
Maybe that's it. Has our effectiveness 

turned everyone complacent? Do you 
really think it's safe out there? Do you 
think a horrible crime like that commit­
ted against Paul Broussard and his 
friends couldn't happen again? That's the 
reason Q-Patrol is necessary: We've got 
to protect our own.

Even as burned out as we are these 
days, we'll probably keep going until the 
money runs out, which is not too much 
longer. We need you to join. Is one night 
a month really such a sacrifice? That still 
leaves 353-opportunities to search for the 
white knight.

Please, try us. Come patrol with us. 
Call us and we'll be in touch. There's not 
much to learn; our guide book is pithy; 
it's all common sense. Our offices are 
located at the Houston Gay and Lesbian 
Community Center, 803 Hawthorne.

It's amazing what a difference three 
hours can make. It just might save a life.

Q-Patrol 713-528-SAFE.

Groover is a freelance writer for the 
Houston Voice and volunteer for Q-Patrol.

We're not asking for your first born, you know. All we want 
is one evening a month, and right now that's only three 
hours worth: Saturday evening from 9 p.m. to midnight.
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Labels both define and divide gay community
5* Continued from Page 1 LcsbidH, butCH, JCmtHC OL dyk€. akout butch women? Her response, had full-blown relationships with men

Next week, part two in this four-part series 
will explore the issues of the transgendered seg­
ment of the gay community.

against one another on the other hand. 
Beginning at the beginning of the new polit­
ically correct GLBT reference, what is the 
universal definition of the term, 'gay?' Is a 
universal definition possible? Is it in fact 
necessary?

Historically, the term homosexual con­
jured up the image of males being sexual 
with other males. Females were rarely asso­
ciated with this term. The medical and legal 
institutions throughout the first part of the 
19th. century sanctioned the concept that 
the female gender did not have the ability 
for sexual arousal and therefore did not pos­
sess a sexuality.

Since the 19th century, consciousness 
raising and common sense dictated that 
"homosexual" did not sufficiently acknowl­
edge the scope and complexities of sexuali­
ty for males or females.

Gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered 
and questioning is a modern day attempt to 
grasp a more accurate comprehension of 
sexuality and gender. It also serves the pur­
pose of legitimizing the existence of multi- 
sexual, multi-gender identities.

Nellie or butch?
The term "gay" today, typically refers to 

men who choose men as their sexual and 
emotional partners. Gay is also the term of 
choice for men when asked, "How would 
you identify yourself?" Subcategories that 
gay men can and do use affectionately or 
sarcastically, are "nellie," or "butch."

A gay man who chooses to remain 
anonymous, had a difficult time describing 
these types of gay men. He finally decided 
that "a nellie gay man, also called a "bot­
tom," exhibits very effeminate mannerisms 
which may or may not have to do with his 
sexual identity as much as his preference to 
get f—ed." On the other end of the spec­
trum, the "butch gay man (also called a 
"top") is expected to do the f—ing "

Jazz, (just Jazz, like just Cher), is an 
African-American male who responded 
enthusiastically, "Yes, I identify as a gay 
male because I am attracted to and want to 
connect with only men.

"In spite of the macho image of the black 
male, I have always been accepted within 
my family and community."

Does Jazz believe a person is bom gay or 
chooses to be gay? Emphatically,, he claims, 
"it is not a question of being bom or a 
choice, it is not that cut and dry—it varies 
among people."

Mike Rogers, who also unequivocally 
identifies as a gay man agrees with Jazz on 
the bom or choose debate. "I think you are 
bom with the ability to express your sexual­
ity with more or less ease depending on 
how your environment impacts you."

Pertaining to the variation of the gay 
man—nellie, butch, queen, faggot—Mike 
was adamant, "I think there is only one kind 
of gay man today—a survivor of the AIDS 
crisis. And I feel that as gay men we are all 
suffering from post traumatic stress disor­
der as a result of this epidemic."

The oft-forgotten transgendered 1
Transgendered has only recently been 

allotted credibility within the "queer" 
arena. It took some time for gays and les­
bians to finally believe that perhaps some 
people have been ascribed an erroneous 
gender identity.

Transgendered/transsexual is very dif­
ferent and distinct from transvestite. A 
transvestite is a male of any sexual orienta­
tion who regularly tries to pass in private 
and/or in public by wearing women's 
clothing.

Jessica Wicks, who initially identified as 
a transgendered person and now is firmly 
ensconced in the identity of a lesbian warns, 
"One rule that is well to remember for trans 
people is that there is no rule. They come 
from a variety of perspectives and orienta­
tions.

"I have always know that I really was 
supposed to be female, but while in a male 
role, I tried really hard to meet societal 
expectations. This was problematic because 
I was also gay. Hiding in two closets can be 
really confusing. It was for me."

Jessica's biggest criticism is "the tenden­
cy to lump us all into a transgender basket. 
The same way people assume gay men and 
lesbians automatically know every other 
gay or lesbian in the state—it happens to us 
also by our own GLBT community.

"It is time for all of us—gay, lesbian, 
trans, bi—to just get over ourselves and 
learn to see the beauty in each other and to 
support our common aspirations as queer 
folk who want to live fully. When I took the 
label lesbian and made it mine, I was told, 
you will never be accepted as lesbian...they 
don't like us, they are cliquish."

Jessica's experience defied the assump­
tions. "Well, I was accepted, not by all, no 
one is accepted by all, but by a warm, lov­
ing, nurturing community of women who 
understood what it is to be alone or to hurt.

"People are people and most important­
ly, love is love"

can and have been equally attracted to and 
had full-blown relationships with men and 
women. I have also experienced equal satis­
faction sexually and emotionally."

When she reveals her bisexuality, Kellie, 
more often than not, gets the standard, "you , 
are just sitting on the fence," or "you 
haven't made up your mind yet." from the 
straight and GLBT communities. Kellie 
admits she has been hurt by these responses 
but perseveres with what works for her.

"The biggest fear is people think if I am 
involved with them, I will leave for the 
opposite gender. For me, if I have a commit­
ment with someone, it is the commitment 
that is the most important, not what is 
between a person's legs."

Can Kellie feel welcome and accepted 
anywhere? "I feel very accepted at the 
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community 
Center and also feel quite at home at 
Chances."

Gay can and does at times refer to 
women who choose to be involved with 
women. In fact, there are scores of women 
who prefer to call themselves gay as 
opposed to lesbian. The women who agreed 
to describe their experiences for this article, 
however, leapt to the word lesbian when 
asked how they would define and describe 
their sexual orientation.

Cathy Bentley is a woman in her late 30s 
and has, in the past year, come out.

"I identify as a lesbian because it 
describes who I am better. I am a woman 
who loves, absolutely loves women. 
Lesbian, for me captures that. It is more 
descriptive. Gay is too general. Lesbian 
implies sisterhood, a very special connec­
tion with women. That is how I experience 
and enjoy my lesbianism—it is that connec­
tion with other women."

Barbara Janik, 30, and also recently out, 
says for her, the definition of lesbian is 
"quite simple—a woman who loves 
women."

"And that is exactly how I explained it to 
my 6-year-old son. For me, being a lesbian 
means actually enjoying my sexual drive. It 
is very freeing; I don't have to fit into a 
mold."

Her son shares her enthusiasm when he 
exclaimed to his playmates, "I'm going to 
get another Mommy, isn't that wonderful!

Generational gaps don't seem to make 
much difference in what term women pre­
fer.

April Palatine, 25 prefers to define her­
self as lesbian. What does that mean to 
April? "I am a woman who loves women."

In spite of her convictions, she was also 
willing to share some of her experiences of 
loving women.

"I am not real happy about it. I don't 
think we treat each other very well. 
However I don't think that men and women 
are very good to each other either. I guess, 
my unhappiness is based more on my 
observation of humanity as a whole. We just 
don't treat each other well. I thought 
women would love better."

Kristie Maldonado, 24 and her partner, 
Kim Ortiz, 22, also prefer to be called les­
bians. Kristie and Kim also shared another 
identity as a butch/femme couple. When 
asked why the identify themselves as 
butch/femme, they both laughed and said, 

in unison, "Look at us!".
Kristie, the butch partner, has close 

cropped hair, no makeup, and the t-shirt, 
baggy shorts uniform. Is her outwar 
appearance what makes her butch?

"On the outside I know I look the part. 
But I am butch on the inside. I can't explain 
why. It is me, it fits.'

Does it have to do with roles, which is 
often an assumption about the 
butch/femme identity? "Nope, I do every­
thing from fixing the car to staying home 
and watching our son, taking care of the 

house."
Do they have sexual roles? "We have no 

roles in bed. We do what is pleasurable to 
both of us."

Does Kristie relate more to the male, 

Debra Murphy, on being butch, replies, 
"straight men are either your best buddies 
or torment you always, gay men are either 
mystified or disgusted. We are an anathema 
to politically correct lesbians, we live for the 
very few women who get it."

Dyke cannot and should not go unac­
counted for in the realm of sexual identity 
possibilities. The word "dyke" has general- 
y been used to assault, insult and intimi­
date women. Women's liberation did won­
ders for 'cleaning up' the reference. 
Deborah Bell, a feminist activist proudly 

calls herself a dyke.
"When I was first coming out 1 was 

involved in a NOW feminist consciousness 
raising group. I immediately liked that defi­
nition they had for dyke: 'an autonomous 
woman separate from role.

"I embraced the name dyke as the way I 
self-identify," she said. "Many people think 
a dyke is a super butch, masculine woman, 
but that is not at all accurate in my opinion. 
In a lot of ways, it is an attitude or person 
we present."

The misunderstood bisexual
The B in the GLBT continuum stands for 

bisexuality. Even though it would be a polit­
ical faux pas to exclude bisexuality from the 
sexual outlaw pot, it remains the most mis­
understood and contentious aspect of 
human sexuality for gay and straight peo­
ple.

It is not uncommon to hear, "bisexuality 
really does not exist." Kellie Daniels would 
definitely not agree. How would Kellie 
define bisexuality? "Bisexuality is an equal 
chance of being attracted to both males and 
females. The capacity to be physically and 
emotionally attracted—able to fall in love 
with a man or a woman.

"I identify myself as a bisexual woman. I 

about butch women? Her response, 
"Absolutely not. I am a female, a lesbian 
and being butch is what I am comfortable 
with."

Kim, her partner, has a very "feminine" 
image: long hair, makeup, softer, more 
seductive clothing. "I definitely identify as a 
femme." What makes Kim a femme? "I have 
more of the typical feminine characteris­
tics." Such as? "I am more talkative, more 
social, more emotional and more open sexu­
ally whereas someone who is butch tends to 
be more private, quieter."

It is time for all of us—gay, les­
bian, trans, bi—to just get 

over ourselves and learn.to 
see the beauty in each other 
and to support our common 

aspirations as queer folk who 
want to live fully. 
—Jessica Wicks
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Gay Republicans claim platform improved
Continued from Page 1

funding schools with "any program 'or 
activity which directly or indirectly, had the 

^■purpose or effect of encouraging or sup­
porting homosexuality as a positive lifestyle 
alternative."

In 1993, Lieberman voted against the 
"Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy on gays in the 
military, but also voted against a District of 
Columbia domestic partner ordinance. 
Since then Lieberman, who serves on the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, has said 
he supports allowing gays to serve openly 
in the military, a position Gore took in the 
midst of a heated primary challenge.

Lieberman showed a similar pattern of 
votes on HIV/AIDS related issues. In 1991, 
he voted for a measure to fine and imprison 
HIV-positive medical personnel who per­
formed invasive procedures without inform- 

^ing patients of their HIV status. The measure 
Tflpassed 81-18. In 1993, Lieberman voted in 

favor of a ban on immigration by HIV-posi­
tive people that passed the Senate 76-23.

But since then, Lieberman has consis­
tently co-sponsored the Ryan White CARE 
Act HIV funding, opposed bans on needle 
exchange programs, and opposed measures 
requiring mandatory names reporting, part­
ner notification and testing. AIDS Action, a 
national advocacy group, rated only two 
senators better in the last Congress.

Lieberman's "voting history reflects a 
growing understanding of our issues," said 
Winnie Stachelberg, HRC political director. 
Despite some early votes, she said 
Lieberman's record is "far superior" than 
the Republican ticket of Bush for president 
and former Defense Secretary Dick Cheney 
for vice president.

Bush opposes job protections on the 
basis of sexual orientation, hate crimes leg­
islation and gay adoptions. Cheney's les­
bian daughter is campaigning with him, but 
Cheney opposed efforts to lift the ban on 
openly gay military members and belongs 
to a conservative think-tank that has 
opposed gay rights issues.

Kevin Ivers, spokesperson for the Log 
Cabin Republicans, the national gay GOP 
group, could not be reached for comment on 
Lieberman's selection.

Log Cabin endorses Bush
As gay Democrats look toward next 

week's Democratic National Convention, 
gay Republicans followed last week's 
Republican National Convention with an 
endorsement of the Bush/Cheney ticket.

Log Cabin held its national convention 
immediately following the Republican con­
vention. By a vote of 109-2, members voted 
to endorse Bush, although the group had 

criticized his record in the past.
Bush made national headlines last fall, 

when he said on NBC's "Meet the Press" he 
"probably would not" meet with Log Cabin 
because it would be a political "nightmare."

Log Cabin members strongly supported 
Bush's primary opponent, John McCain, 
and the national organization went so far as 
to run radio ads questioning Bush's com­
mitment to being a "uniter, not a divider."

Bush met in April with a hand-picked 
group of gay supporters that excluded Log 
Cabin's national staff, and told the press he 
was "a better man" for it. He refused a sim­
ilar meeting with conservative groups that 
oppose gay rights.

Bush also met with Log Cabin Board 
Chair Robert Stears in July, Stears said when 
he announced the endorsement Aug. 4.

Stears said Log Cabin endorsed Bush 
because the group asked for "clear public 
actions" demonstrating Bush's commitment 
to inclusion, and LCR feels Bush fulfilled 
the call by becoming "the first Republican 
nominee in history to meet with gay and 
lesbian Republicans." They also site Bush's 
role presiding over a Republican 
Convention that welcomed gay delegates 
and included an openly gay speaker— 
Congressman Jim Kolbe, who delivered a 
three-minute speech on trade issues despite 

protests from a small number of delegates.
Other gay groups condemned the 

endorsement.
HRC's Stachelberg said Log Cabin "must 

have had to look extraordinarily hard to see 
a. silver lining in what is unquestionably a 
dark cloud of a record."

"It is admirable that they tried and con­
tinue to try to make sincere inroads into the 
Bush campaign, but those efforts have not 
resulted in a single affirmative policy posi­
tion in support of gay and lesbian 
Americans," she said.

"Apparently Log Cabin is so desperate 
to win the approval of the Republican Party 
that they're willing to throw the fight for 
equality in order to get it," said Stonewall's 
Colby.

Ivers called those concerns "disingenu­
ous," noting that both HRC and Stonewall 
endorsed Gore even before the Democratic 
primaries concluded.

"Their number one agenda item is to 
elect Al Gore at all costs," he charged.

Ivers said Log Cabin's endorsement 
could prove crucial should Bush beat Gore 
in the presidential race, and polls currently 
show him in the lead.

"Gay Americans must have a place at the 
table no matter who wins, and by taking 
this action, we have assured that," he said.
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Cancer treatment shows early promise of stopping HIV from replicating
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP)—A University of Iowa researcher and others are work 

ing to show that an experimental cancer treatment can be used to fight HIV. 
Biochemist David Price and fellow researchers say mutation of the HIV virus that 
makes traditional drug therapies ineffective could likely be avoided if patients 
were treated with the drug flavopiridol. Price led a study with colleagues from the 
University of California, San Francisco, and the National Cancer Institute. Their 
.findings were published in the July 21 online issue of the Journal of Biological 
Chemistry. Flavopiridol, which is currently being tested on humans as a cancer 
treatment, blocks the action of an enzyme called P-TEFb in cells. The enzyme is 
important in the manufacturing of proteins. By inhibiting that manufacturing 
process, the drug stops HIV from replicating, at least in cell cultures.

Drug czar targets ecstasy use with aggressive radio, web campaign
ARLINGTON, Va—Federal drug czar Barry McCaffrey announced on Aug. 1 a 

$5 million radio and Internet campaign to educate parents and the public about 
the dangers of the drug MDMA, better known as "Ecstasy," CNN reported. The 
drug, taken most often by teens and young adults at "rave" parties, can cause 
brain damage by stopping production of the neurotransmitter responsible for co" 
trolling mood, sleep, pain, sexual activity and violent behavior, researchers have 
reported. The ad campaflgn, to begin this month, will target young people in 106 
radio markets across the country and will also include ads on popular web-sites. 
McCaffrey said many elements of society— including parents, teachers and some 
police officers—do not understand the dangers of "club drugs." McCaffrey also 
said harsher penalties for trafficking and distribution of the drug are called for, 
but added that Congress is unlikely to pass such a bill this year.

Research unlocks genetic secret of skin cancer in most dangerous tumors
BETHESDA, Md. (AP)—Two research teams have identified genes that appear 

to make skin cancer spread, raising the prospect of quicker diagnosis and better 
treatments for the most dangerous tumors. The two groups separately analyzed a 
type of cancer known as melanoma and each study identified a set of genes that 
are active in highly invasive growths. Some genes were common to both studies. 
"For 100 years we've looked at melanomas through the lens of a microscope and 
wondered how tumors that looked so similar can act so different. Now we've used 
the lens of genetics," said Jeffrey Trent, a senior researcher at the National Human 
Genome Research Institute in Bethesda, Md. Trent's team found up to 200 genes 
associated with highly invasive melanoma cells. The second study group, led by 
scientists at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, narrowed down their inva­
sive set of genes to just 32. They found that the most benign melanomas becam* 
50 times more invasive with the active gene, MIT cell biologist Richard Hynes 
said.

CDC says health clinics should improve screening of TB patients
ATLANTA (AP)—Health clinics should do a better job of checking for the AIDS 

virus among people who have close contact with tuberculosis patients, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said on Aug. 3. The CDC studied the 
screening practices of clinics in 11 urban areas and found that AIDS virus status 
was unknown for 87 percent of the 6,225 people who had close contact with infec­
tious tuberculosis patients. People whose immune systems are weakened by the 
AIDS virus are much more likely than healthy people to contract TB, which is 
transmitted through the air by those with active TB. If someone exposed to tuber­
culosis is found to have the AIDS virus, they can be treated with a new drug to 
keep them from getting TB, the CDC said. People with the AIDS virus also must 
be screened more carefully for TB, the center said.

Tests of protease inhibitor for prostrate cancer to be halted
NEW YORK—Pfizer Inc. announced Aug. 4 that it is halting its Phase III clinical triar 

of prinomastat, a protease inhibitor, in advanced prostate cancer and advanced non-small 
cell lung cancer because the trials did not prove the drug to be as effective as expected, 
Reuters reported. "Neither detrimental nor convincing beneficial effect of the combination 
of prinomastat with standard chemotherapy was observed," the company said in a state­
ment. Pfizer, the world's largest drug maker, said patients having earlier-stage diseases that 
were recruited into a second ongoing non-small cell lung cancer trial will still be studied. 
The New York-based company said it would continue to explore prinomastat in other 
tumor types and earlier-stage diseases, where oncologists believe it can be more effective. 
Four phase II trials are currently underway and two additional phase II trials will begin 
shortly.K39H —From staff and reports

For more news, visit
www.houstonvoice.com
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Back to school
P-FLAG/HATCH 
scholarships help gay 

Rouths achieve goals

by ELLA TYLER

As the school year begins, eight of the 
Houston area's most talented gay students 
will be paying tuition and buying books with 
$58,000 of scholarship money from the P- 
FLAG/Houston Area Teen Coalition of 
Homosexuals Youth Scholarship Foundation.

"I hear that we are the most generously 
funded program of its type in the country," 
said Kevin Davidson, chairman of the 
award committee. "It was a cause that Gary 
Van Ooteghem gave a lot of time and ener­
gy to, and he was a very good fundraiser."

P-FLAG and HATCH joined forces at the 
5’-d of 1997 to raise money for scholarships, 

and have given eight scholarships each 
year. The dollar amount of scholarships 
awarded has increased each year.

The foundation is a separate legal entity 
from either organization. The scholarship 
winners were announced at a dinner in July. 
They are: Laney Atherton, a graduate of 
Laurel High School in Spring, who will 
attend the University of Colorado in 
Boulder.

Atherton, who ranks among the top five 

percent of the students in the country, has 
been involved with HATCH and several 
environmental groups. She is a writer and 
will study psychology and performing and 
visual arts. She was awarded $10,000 over 
four years.

Romel Walker, a graduate of Houston's 
High School for Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice, has been involved with 
Students Against Drugs and served on his 
school's prom committee. He will attend 
Paul Quinn College and study political sci­
ence. He was awarded $4,000 over two 
years.

Liang Wu, from Alief Hastings High 
School, has received honors for art and 
math. He is involved with the Houston 
Chinese Culture Center. He will attend Rice 
University and study architecture. His grant 
totals $10,000 over four years.

Uri McMillan, a sophomore at Rice, who 
is studying English and Spanish, received 
$7,500 to complete his studies. He is the 
school's Pride president and active with the 
Names 2000 project. He was a National 
Merit Commended Scholar.

Jason Brollier will attend Loyola 
University in Chicago with the help of a 
$10,000 scholarship. He will be a pre-med 
student and hopes to work in pediatric 
AIDS.

Sarah Moran, from Houston's High 
School for Law Enforcement and Criminal

IS

il

P-FLAG/HATCH scholarship winners, from left, Liang Wu, Sarah Moran, Uri McMillan, Eva 
Thibaudeau-Graczyk and Christian Rios pose with P-FLAG board member Pat Rickey. Winners not 
pictured include: Laney Atherton, Romel Walker and Jason Brollier.

Justice, is a National Hispanic Recognition 
semi-finalist and a science fair winner. She 
will study English Literature and Creative 
Writing at University of Houston with the 
help of a $7,500 grant over three years.

Christian Alberto Rios, from Alief Elsik, 
will attend University of Houston and 
major in musical education. He sings with 
the Gay Men's Chorus. He has received 
awards for music and for military excel­
lence.

Eva Thibaudeau-Graczyk, is a graduate 
student in political social work at University 
of Houston. She volunteers with HATCH 
and Casa de Esperanza. She received $2,500 

to compete her studies.
"We are pleased to have such a diverse 

group of scholarship winners, and they are 
such a multi-talented group of young peo­
ple," Davidson said.

"We have a screening committee that 
asks seven questions, including one about 
contributions inside and outside of school. 
We ask about the student's 'out' experience, 
and where he or she is with it now. We pub­
licize the scholarships as for gay youth, and 
want to be sure the student understands 
and is okay with that."

For more information, call Kevin 
Davidson at 713-661 2195,
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W. Va. court reveals details in gay black man’s killing
Gay activists say new 
information confirms 
their fears that the 
motive was hate

by GIF PLASTER

New information from a 
judge's order outlines the grue­
some details of the death of a gay 
black man in West Virginia, 
including evidence that the victim 
was still alive when repeatedly 
driven over by a car to hide a bru­
tal beating.

The information came in an 
order calling for one of the defen­
dants to be tried as an adult and 
provided proof, according to some 
gay and black activists, that the 
killing was more about hate than 
about a simple argument over 
money, as court papers suggest.

Marion County, W. Va., Circuit 
Judge Rodney Merrifield ordered 
Aug. 2 that David Allen Parker, 17, 
of Grant Town, stand trial as an 
adult on a first-degree murder 
charge. Parker is charged with 
killing Arthur "J.R." Warren, 26, of 
Fairmont on July 4.

Both Parker, of Grant Town, 

and Jared Wilson, 17, of Fairview, 
were arrested and charged with 
first-degree murder the day 
Warren's body was found. 
Although authorities have not 
identified the juveniles, family 
members confirmed the names, 
according to the Associated Press.

Merrifield has not ruled on 
whether to try Wilson as an adult.

A source close to the case told 
AP that athird person, Jason Shoe­
maker, 15, of Grant Town, has 
been charged as an accessory 
after the fact.

Merrifield's order that Parker 
be tried as an adult gives a graph­
ic account of the circumstances 
leading to the death.

Parker and Warren had an argu­
ment over an undisclosed rumor 
that had circulated concerning the 
two, according to the 10-page order. 
That argument lasted several min­
utes, but Parker and Warren both 
calmed down, and Parker ultimate­
ly apologized, it said.

Earlier AP reports dted anony­
mous sources that claimed Warren 
had been planning to reveal a sexual 
relationship with Parker. Parker's 
family has denied the report, which 
isn't addressed in the court order.

According to the order, later

Brenda Warren speaks at vigil in memory of her son, hate-trime victim 
Author Warren Jr., on the grounds of the U.S. Capitol in Washington in July. 
At right, Audra, sister of the victim and at left. Rev. Nelson Staples.

that night, while Parker and 
Warren were in another room, one 
of the other boys in the house took 
$20 from Warren's wallet. Warren 
eventually discovered the money 
missing and asked who had taken 
it. That triggered a second argu­
ment in which Parker, who was 
wearing steel-toed boots, threw 
Warren to the ground and kicked 
him repeatedly.

One of the other boys then put 
on his steel-toed boots and kicked 
Warren several times in the head.

Parker continued to kick Warren 
while the other boy stopped and 
sat on the bed to watch.

Warren was then bleeding 
heavily and could barely move, 
but Parker pushed him outside 
and continued to kick and beat 
him. Then he and the other 
boy put Warren into the back 
of a Camaro.

They and the third teen at the 
house drove Warren to a gravel 
pullout along the two-lane road 
that runs through Grant Town.

"During the drive to the 
power plant, Mr. Warren climbed 
from the hatchback area into the 
back seat and requested to be 
taken home," the order says. 
one responded to Mr. Warren 
request to go home."

Instead, Parker pulled over and 
dragged Warren out of the car. He 
and another boy kicked Warren 
repeatedly for another five minutes, 
according to the court order

Parker then got into the car 
and drove over Warren four times.

Gay and black community 
leaders question the wording of 
the judge's order that makes it 
seem the crime was motivated by 
an argument over $20.

"For them to put something out 
that would leave the impression 
that this was the result of a dispute 
over $20 is outrageous, considerii^ 
the sheer brutality inflicted on this 
young person," David Smith, 
Human Rights Campaign spokes­
person, told AP.

Marion County NAACP 
Chapter President Rudy 
Jefferson said Aug. 3 that both 
Prosecutor Richard Bunner and 
Sheriff Ron Watkins have refused 
to meet with him or local clergy 
about the case.
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Companies have pink dollar signs in their eyes
>• Continued from Page 3

Georgia, has not received a single call.
"I completely forgot my partner and 1 

__were listed on it," Doman said. "I thought it 
’■Vas going to be great. Maybe when it catch- 

15 es on."

Ambitious goals for GFN
So far, almost a hundred thousand mem­

bers have caught on. Starting with 15,000 
members for its Oct. 1998 launch, founder 
Walter Shubert's web-site claimed 80,000 by 
the end of 1999, and he expects 1 million 
within two years. His mother was the first 
member.

Compared to being the first gay man to 
come out on Wall Street, starting GFN was a 
snap, Shubert said. Having been raised in a 
hard working Irish Catholic family, he was 
expected to head that family when congeni­
tal heart disease killed his father in 1979.

But the weight of a closeted life of a New 
--‘lork financial professional and supporting 

a family of seven eventually took its toll. At 
36, the third generation New York Stock 
Exchange seat holder and 15-year veteran 
decided he had to be true to himself and 
came out to co-workers.

"I became 'the gay guy' for awhile," 
Shubert said. "Before that, I had been 
'Shubie.'"

Shubert saw then what others now see.
"From a business point of view it just 

makes sense," he said.
GFN was also Shubert's attempt to build 

something that addressed his fears head on.
"Gfn.com is about addressing that eco­

nomic insecurity, then allowing gay people 
to live in fully integrated lives, not having 
their finances separate from who they really 
are. GFN is the place that shows them there 
are companies out there that want to do 
business with them based on who they are, 
not how much money they have."

Gay wealth a myth?
But gay and lesbian consumers do have 

financial punch. Gay Internet users have an 
annual average household income of 
$62,000, according to Greenfield Online, a 
marketing research company. That com­
pares to $53,000 for the average heterosexu­
al household.

"Gay wealth is not a myth," Shubert 
said. "It makes sense: more couples are 
childless, etc. You end up with greater dis­
posable income. Every year the U.S. gay and 
lesbian population contributes an estimated 
$15 billion to $17 billion in IRA deposits 
alone."

Yet until recently, gay men and lesbians 
had been all but ignored by large financial 
services firms unfamiliar with this niche 
marketing and the specialized community 
needs. Simultaneously, many gays are still 
reluctant to reveal their sexual orientation to 
financial planners, resulting in faulty and 

financial planning advice.

Opening the door to competition
New York-based Christopher Street 

Financial Inc., a gay-owned and operated 
brokerage and financial planning firm, man­
ages $250 million in assets. Since opening in 
1997, the company has tripled its staff to 20, 
12 of which are brokers.

There is also Meyers Capital 
Management and its Meyers Pride Value 
Fund, a no-load fund that invests only in 
companies with open workplace policies.

Billed as the first gay and lesbian bank 
on the Internet, well-known G&L Bank was 
founded by Steven Dunlap in 1999 after 
seven years of planning. Based in Pensacola, 
Fla., G&L also offers estate planning and 
trust.

The same week the company went live 
online, GFN's Shubert announced a corpo­
rate partnership with Telebank, a gay­
friendly but predominantly straight bank. 
The perceived slight raised questions of 
allegiance within the gay business commu­
nity.

"We were shocked," Dunlap said. "We 
always assumed they would come to us for 
financing."

"GFN is not just about a gay 30-year 
bond or a 'gay service,' it's more than that, 
and we decided early on that we would 
accept gay-friendly companies. But you also 
had to be very good. Waving around the

A'

GFN's Walter Shubert has ambitious goals for 
the financial web-site—jumping from 80,000 
members this year to one million by next.

word 'gay' was not enough to hold cus­
tomers," Shubert said. "We had been talking 
with Telebank for years. Yes, we talked with 
G&L, but for a matter of weeks, and the 
talks were not substantial."

Schubert, who is currently recovering 
from lymphoma, takes the business side of 
his company as seriously as the activism. As 
a private company, he still keeps profit 
reports confidential, but insists the web-site 
is and will be profitable.

"Even if we only make a small profit, 
isn't that an amazing statement?" he asked.

i/

3 time Winner

a.

VERSACE
PRECIOUS ITEMS

HOUSTON

Awards for 
Excellence

See the outstanding Versace Collection now at

|.W.mark/
Jeujelors inc.

Open Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Thurs. 10-9
3841 Bellaire Blvd. 713-668-5000
Convenient Storefront Parking Always Free Gift Wrapping 
www.iwmarks.com

*APR

12/05
JEHDOIE Hill

Instant approval!
How often does that happen? Instant approval for qualified borrowers. Apply instantly, 
online at www.glbank.com or call 888-226-5429 and speak with one of our friendly 
customer concierges who will gladly take your application by phone, ’Right away you’ll 
save money with a low 6.9% Introductory APR until December 2000. After that you will 
continue to save with a competitive 14.9% fixed APR and NO ANNUAL FEE A terrific 
credit card rate that will last longer than your vacation!

Member FDIC • Equal Housing Lender • © 2000 G&L internet Bank

.......................................... .....................——
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Donnas Swedish Ma»aqe

Home Sweet Home BotfyMind

& Spirit

i

ALTERNATIVE Holy Eucharist each Sunday at 12:30 PM

TIM OF L.A

i-

FREE ESTIMATES By Phone* (713) 895-2766

STUDENTS!

*

4606 Mangum (Between W. 43rd & Pinemont) 
281-398-9646 • www.blessed-sacrament.net

Bui. 713-956-8202
Pgr. 713-710-2609

now your voice is being 
delivered to your school!

Rice University, 
Student Center

9

$8.95 a room! (jtoUx)
Sham cleaned & deodorized

call 713-529-8490 for 
other pick-up spots!

Call 713-529-8490 
For Directory Ad Sales

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 
BONDED FOR YOUR PROTECTION 

MOVE-INS/MOVE-OUTS • SPECIAL PROJECTS 
WEEKLY - BIMONTHLY - ONE TIME 

ORGANIZATION OF CLOSETS & DRAWERS

o 
JZ 

< 
C o Q un
O 
o

MT024313
Oukalk WelcomeCall 

713-529-8490 for 
Directory Ad Sales

if your hair 

isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to me.

Special Mens
Clothing Shoppe
New fashions from:
Male Power
Greg Parry

from Alcohol, 
Drugs, Depression 

and Anxiety

DON GILL 
STUDIO 911 

713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Blessed Sacrament 
Liberal Catholic Church

An Affirming Catholic Community *

SKABK ATTACK
cwrritfMtt

Soothing Hands To 

Renew Your Body 
Donna K. Wafers, Massage Therapist

1207 Spencer At Alert 
Genoa in South Housto 
eros1207©hotmal.cofr

Make Ready •

Residential & Commercial •

Continually the Best

1713.861.6181

Alternatives Tips on 
Choosing Gay Treatment
Ask:

▼ Are you in a safe & secure 
Gay Owned and Operated 
facility?

v Wilt you be treated in a 
Dedicated Gay Unit?

▼ Will you be eared for by

713-508-7896 • 832-656-8014

In Business Since 1991

Perfection Plus
Domestic Services

Specialists in Detail Cleaning

My Q ♦ ‘1’
Call Today 

1-800-DIAL-GAY • 1-800-342-5429 
www.alternativesincxom

, Gay Suppart Staff?

▼ I, your Treats Center 
dedicated to the GdT 

CommunitY and 
supportive of pUL

w ® treatmentcehf^tand:’ ’

programs that exploit the-»• 

gay commumty.

:> $10“ OFF
>1 First Cleaning
Jo We Supply All Cleaning 

Products & Equipment

Alternatives:
America's Leader in

Gay and Lesbian Treatment

Alternati ves is the nation's only 
GAY OWNED AND OPERATED

■ alcohol, drug and mental health 
program whose leadership has 
provided over 25 years of pride 
and service to the Gay Lesbian, 
Bi-Sexual and Transgender 
Community. Alternatives 
spedalizw ixTtreatfng KIV/AJOS-

specialists are^*‘,*fcA*^* 
addrew^rBedi

nKW.MTa.aaKtmKC.

713.723.5865

• j.

voice
St. Thomas University, 
Montrose Branch Library

KAEHLER CLEANING

713-944-6010

<■

University Center
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PETER PAN

‘Manhood Is Dead' takes eomic 
look at universal needs of men

in iruvi> Hmmuiij iivw wxvwp ...m.m.wm bzvmu, iuui maie inenas meet each Wurday night tor tnei 
game. Pictured from left are Courtney Webb, Travis Ammons, Tim Wrobel, Joshua Gray and Hank Fields.

by D.L. GROOVER

In playwright/actor Travis Ammons' new comedy, 
MANHOOD IS DEAD, the universal wants of man, 
which revolve around sex, get a fine dizzying dissec­
tion. Sometimes a screed, sometimes a jeremiad, some­
times just a bedroom farce, this comedy, for the most 

^^part, connects the dots of manhood into an intriguing, 
^entertaining picture, yet one that doesn t quite come 

into focus.
Four male friends, four lost boys of dysfunctional 

manhood, meet each Saturday night for their ritual 
poker game. They bitch and moan, comfort and succor, 
tell secrets and express hidden desires. Their "male 
time" is sacred: a shared bonding that wards off and 
shores up the growing cracks in that facade called mas­
culinity.

Julian (Travis Ammons), a poet, has an obsession for 

his childhood sweetheart, Rachel (Courtney Webb), 
and writes cartons of soulful verses about her. That he 
has never told her of the torch he's carrying speaks of 
his fear of rejection, fear that perfection isn't obtainable, 
fear of commitment.

Julian, or 'Julie" as he's most often addressed by his 
friends, is the boy who won't grow up. Chasing the girl 
of his dreams, when he catches her, he doesn't want 
her The very heat of their passion scares him away, 
and the transparent excuses start to pile up.

She hurts me, he whines, examining the bruises 
and scratches from their hours of sex, "she's too 
much."

His friend Grey (Tim Wrobel) has no such fears. Never 
without a condom, he'd go on the attack: wham, bam, 
thank you, ma am. Finding a soul mate among anony­
mous one-night stands, though, puts a damper on his

Continued on Page 24

Erasmo Guerra's first novel follows u 

Houston hustler’s decent into the 

bleak world of Times Square

Your private 
dancer

by DAVID GOLDMAN

It was Erasmo Guerra's very first night as a New Yorker. The 
Texas native had come to the dty determined to make it as a 
writer, and that evening a friend celebrated his arrival by taking 
him to a Times Square institution.

Through the doorway, with its tacked-up, hand-lettered sign 
declaring the names of tonight's dancers. Up the crooked staircase 
to the lady in the ticket booth. Push through the ancient, heavy 
dark drapes. Enter the little auditorium. Look—up on the stage...

Guerra will always remember his first time at the Gaiety 
Theater on the first night of his new life in New York in 1993.

"We went there, and I was in my seat for like two hours. I 
couldn't move. I was mesmerized. One after the other: I probably 
remember all their names.

"I was in shock. That kind of thing, you would never experi­
ence in south Texas."

>■ Continued on Page 25
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Memorial Hills Apts. , 
i & 2 bedrooms available 
Close to downtown and ^1 

maior freeways • Utilities 
3ded • Sculpted iiourt- 

lardS v’ou^'sX at 

‘ SyS Scotland. 713- 

^n-77 • Call for an

appointment________________

AN APTERNAnve ufestyue 
■N the heart of MONTROSE

West Alabama
713.529.6798

Make a ppc iatments Vteinesdjay Saturday -
Hiw coLi/j^ri:-9pi j J/ivjdug, sparhliny

Hewly remodeled kitchens with updated appliances 
Surrounded by quaint courtyard with lush landscaping

No pets allowed 
Bedroom/1 bath = $765 and up* 

1 bedroom/1 bath = $595*

‘prices subject to change without notice

homefront
Fawning over flora
Beautiful arrangements 
can be created simply 
with fresh flowers from 
the grocery

by ELLA TYLER

Fresh flowers are beautiful, ephemeral 
and completely useless. That's why we 
want them.

Before you succumb to the lure of the 
bunches of flowers at the grocery store, 
here's what to do.

Acquire a vase. Bigger is not better. 
There's a good reason that florists buy 
cases of 6-inch glass cylinders, 8-inch gin­
ger jars (they have a high 'waist') and bud 
vases. They're versatile, especially in clear 
glass.

Find them at garage sales or resale 
shops or pay retail and buy them where 
you get flowers. If you have a vase that you 
want to use, measure it. The tallest flowers 
should be one-and-a-half times the height 
of the container for the most pleasing pro­
portions, so if your vase is 6 inches tall, 
your flowers should range from 12 inches 
to 15 inches tall.

If your vase is 12 inches tall, you have to 
have two-foot-tall flowers. Unless you love 
gladiolus, it's not easy or cheap to fill the 
vase. In a pinch, a glass will do, but any­
thing that has a top that is wider than the 
bottom will be frustrating to use. All the 
flowers will fall to the sides, leaving empty 
space in the middle.

Now you can select flowers. One of the 
problems with the ubiquitous mixed 
bunches at the grocery store is that there 
are always a few flowers that are the wrong 
color to go with the rest. I take those out 
and make a separate arrangement, but it 
takes at least three similar flowers to make 
a satisfactory arrangement.

Some of the pricier bunches have a lily

in them, but a single lily is hard to use. 
Look for flowers that aren't drooping and 
foliage that isn't yellowing, and be sure the 
stems are in water. There's always a bunch 
or two that have gotten pushed up from the 
water.

If you're shopping at one of the flower 
shops on Fannin, don't buy flowers that 
have been sitting outside. Many of these 
places have flowers in the cooler.

Irises, though beautiful, don't last for 
more than two or three days, but chrysan­
themums, alstroemeria, carnations and 
glads should last for five or more days. The 
vase life of roses depends on how well they 
were kept. #

The arrangements photographed foi 
this article were done with two mixed 
bunches from Kroger, one for $4.99 and one 
for $6.99, and a bunch of roses that cost 
$7.99 from a place on Fannin. The greenery 
in these bunches is rarely adequate, so I 
snipped a bit of pyracantha, pittosporum 
and creeping fig from the bushes outside 
the building where the Houston Voice 
offices.

The three roses came from the $6.99 
bunch, making it a real bargain. They're 
gold and bronze (Leonidas) and look won­
derful in the blue bud vase.

I stripped most of the leaves off, but left 
a few at the top. Always remove leaves that 
will be submerged. I cut the stems again at 
a steep angle, and if I'd been diligent, I 
would have cut the stems under water.

The foliage is some pyracantha and 
some of the grassy stuff that came with the^ 
bunch. I put leftover pieces of stem in the 
neck of the vase to hold the roses upright. 
The most open flower went at the bottom.

The big arrangement consists of the yel­
low and white chrysanthemums that were 
in both bunches. I cut each stem apart, both 
to have flowers with different stem lengths 
and to open up the spray. I took the longest

Continued on Page 25

Several full, lovely arrangements can be created using inexpensive bunches of fresh flowers from 
the grocery store and some greenery from outside landscaping.
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• Beautiful Ponderosa neighborhood

- Washer & dryer included

- Fireplace in select plans

- Mirrored accent walls

Large pets welcome

- Putting green

~ Microwaves

w

J Lakebridge Apartments
| 300 WOERNER Rd. 2815805880

• • ■

i

Mimosa
’ftft

Great River Oaks location!
Mirrored walls • Free laundiy • 

Vertical blinds • Covered Parking 
• Floor to ceiling windows • 

Sparkling pool

2415 Mimosa 281.580.2762

Ornamental and 
Architectural Concrete

We also feature dramatic residential & commercial 
fountains and accessories.

frazier’s
A.

Business Highway 290 East in Hempstead 
Open every day but Wednesdays from 9 to 6 

409-826-6760
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Simply a better product 
at a better price.

For a free design consultation, call

(713) 688-8808
Visit our showroom
3556 W. TC Jester • Houston

HOME
..... . .. “

■r ' 3 '■S;

■s'- ■-WS

j snee ms copeianci;
• Air Conditioning 

& Heating, Inc.
• ------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------ --------—---------------— •
• ■ We service all models and brands ■ No overtime charges ■ Financing Available •

: Call Today! 713-462-4039 :
• "References available in the Montrose area" *
• LIC# TACLA000131C •

Mention the Houston Voice and receive 1 5% off all work performed!

F Why Fertilize Your Trees?
Our lawns are a foreign environment for 

landscape plantings. Without the constantly 
replenished, rich layer of humus from the 
forest floors, they are left to compete with 
our lawn for the scarce nutrients available.

Bartlett has formulated its own fertilizer for 
trees and shrubs, BOOST®. Injected direcdy 
into the root zone, provides both immediate 

------- and long-lasting nutrients, improves plant 
vigor and resistance to insects and disease 

while fostering growth. Don’t trust your tree 
care to anyone but an expert.

713.862.4777 
www.bartlett.cofn

Guided by The Tree Research Laboratories and 
Experimental Grounds, Charlotte, NC

BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

Caring for America s 
7'rees Since 1907

Mention this ad to receive 
10% off any treatment

BARTLETT
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Experience the
Art of Dining

"If my husband would ever meet a woman on the street who 
looked like the women in his paintings, he would fall over in a 
dead faint" —Mrs. Pablo Picasso

Comfort Food is what this Vixen's Fixin'

Hours
Mon-Thu Lunch 11:00am until 2:00pm Dinner 5:00pm until 10:00pm 
Friday Lunch 11:00am until 2:00pm Dinner 5:00pm until 11:00pm
Saturday Dinner 5:30pm until 11:00pm

Sunday Brunch Buffet 10:30am until 2:30pm

905 TAFT
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77019-2613

713.523.5FOX

Proudly serving all hungry Houstonians!

Restaurant

Missouri
ff Montrose

in* «■* rw ma wa m 4MM •»* ■«* ••• **’ ’*’*

Eating Out RESTAURANT REVIEWS

Are you being served?^
Good food can't outshine 
poor service at Basil's

by TRAYCE DISKIN

It was a lazy Sunday morning, and my 
stomach was craving some serious breakfast 
food. Although my appetite was thinking 
Barnaby's eggs and homefries or a Daily 
Review omelet, I called BASIL'S CAFE and 
asked if they were still serving brunch. After 
an affirmative response, a friend and I hopped 
in the car, followed several erroneous direc­
tions (i.e. left = right, north = south), and 
found the charming, quaint cottage that hous­
es this little-known River Oaks cafe.

Bar & Grill
"Two for brunch, please," I said as our host 

led us through the stately, oak-paneled pub to 
the more spadous, airy rooms where light 
from the floor-to-ceiling windows flooded in 
from the elegant courtyard. After briefly skim­
ming the menu, I inquired about the missing 
brunch items.

"No," the server responded curtly, "the 
only brunch food we serve is Eggs Benedict." 
Since the menu looked rather promising, we 
told her we needed just a minute to rethink. 
She gave us 20. When she finally appeared 
with a half-filled cup of coffee, she neglected 
to bring cream, then disappeared for 15 min­
utes more. When I asked for the cream, and a 
replenished cup, since mine had gone cold, 
she disappeared again without even a hint of 
an apology or casual smile.

I have nothing against a mistake or two 
when it comes to service, driving directions, 
or entire menu items. I even allow that often, 
sheer incompetence can be forgiven with a 
server's sense of humor or amiable profes­
sionalism. Since our server bothered with nei­
ther, and because she didn't have the excuse 
of a busy shift, we let our suspicions wander. 
"It's almost 12:30," I whispered to my friend, 
"does the service account for the fact that no 
one else eats here?"

"No," she suggested, surveying the 
empty, pristine room, "this is the kind of place 
people eat after church."

When our appetizers finally arrived, we 
hoped for the best. The Fried Green Tomatoes 
($6) were tender and greaseless in their bread­
ed cornmeal. The batter was slightly burnt in 
all the right places, making for a crunchy tex­
ture that sopped up the creamy red pepper 

sauce that pooled beneath the three slices.
The good news grilling continued with my 

Blue Com Crusted Snapper ($16.50) The 
pounded blue com chips gave a delicious, 
salty bite to the flaky fish. I was most looking 
forward to the mango avocado salsa topping, 
and was disappointed when this consisted of 
large chunks of the above, with a few thick 
slices of red onion. Although one might want 
to address this criticism with the "all goes 
down the same" rule, salsa lovers know this 
to be false. Without a finely chopped, well 
mixed salsa, the flavors couldn't mingle or 
compliment each other, juices couldn't seep, 
and the fish had nothing but its own flavor to 
absorb.

The Fettuccini with Salmon and 
Asparagus ($9.95) featured a thick tomato 
sauce whose texture and flavor was just right 
for the long and tender noodles. Although 
salmon is a fatty fish, translucent fat around 
the skin made this otherwise rich and satisfy­
ing choice a little heavy. The asparagus was 
crunchy and perfectly steamed, but we 
lamented the lack of any other vegetables in 
the sauce—a bit of chopped onion or green 
pepper for instance.

Cafe Basil offers other dishes with a simi­
larly Italian-Continental bent such as Shrimp 
Scampi with Portabello Mushrooms ($15.50), 
Filet of Beef Stuffed with Artichoke ($19.50) 
and others including grilled fish, veal and 
lamb. I regretted we didn't try the appetizer 
Tequila Lime Salmon Gravlax ($7) with a pep­
percorn and dill sauce.

For desert we shared the Frangelico 
Cheesecake ($4) which held nary a whiff of 
liqueur, and a raspberry sauce that was so 
bland and gelatinous it could have come from^ 
a can.

The slow service lingered until we finally 
received our check, and by then the room 
began to fill with one or two elderly couples in 
crisp, formal church attire.

We hoped the festivity of more bodies in 
the room would somehow make up for the 
icy mood and inefficient service. That's what 
it would have taken to make the meals worth­
while.

BASIL CAFE
2811 Bammel lane 
713.807.7004

Food:

Service:

Value:

Scene:

&>Opt for bread, water at home

&&OK, if you really must

Fine for most

Worth the drive, so live a little

As good as it gets

10! /ItbiJfJb h ‘•IH-H.I 'UH61 Ji



HOUSTON VOICE • AUGUST 11, 2000 21

out in music
by MARGARET COBLE

Mel and Larry’s Disco 101
, To some, disco was all about "Saturday 

Night Fever," polyester, roller boogie, and 
Studio 54.

For others, that era in time meant some­
thing much, much more. It was an idealis­
tic time marked by nightly communal cele­
bration, integrated between the races, when 
dancing was a metaphor for life itself.

Mel Cheren is one of those people, and 
Keep On Dancin': My Life and the 
Paradise "Garage" is his story—the real 

^^tory of disco.
Technically a 462-page autobiography 

that spans the entire life of the "Godfather 
of Disco," as Cheren has been dubbed, 
"Keep On Dancin'" concentrates mostly on 
Cheren's amazingly accomplished career in 
the music industry, climaxing at the inter­
secting heyday of disco; his legendary 
record label, West End Records; and the 
infamous nightclub he backed financially, 
the Paradise Garage.

From his early days working at 
ABC/Paramount Records and later the 
independent proto-disco label Sceptor, to 
the formation of his own disco imprint. 
West End, "Keep On Dancin'" gives 
Cheren's unique insider perspectives on 
the ins and outs of the music business and 
his behind the scenes account of the rise 
and fall of disco.

If that much of the story isn't intriguing 
^enough, "Keep On Dancin'" is also a rare 
T history of gay New York from the 1950s to 

the present. Through Cheren's life story, 
we get to experience pre-Stonewall bar 
culture, the glory days of Fire Island, and 
the pre-AIDS euphoria of dancing the 
night away at some of Manhattan's most 
prominent gay discos.

What's more, Cheren draws a com­
pelling connection between disco s gay, 
plack, and Latino origins and it's eventual 
demise, citing homophobia and racism as 
the major impetus behind the Disco 
Sucks" riot at Comiskey Park in 1979 which 
sparked the genre's subsequent decline 
from commercial popularity.

Widely acknowledged as the man 
behind three very important concepts that 

^iump started the disco explosion and DJ 
r culture as we know it now the 12-inch 

vinyl single, the instrumental B side mix, 
and the DJ promo 12 inch—Cheren cer­
tainly earned the moniker Godfather of 
Disco," and his financial involvement in 
the legendary Manhattan nightclub the 
Paradise Garage only further cemented 
that title. Owned by the love of Cheren's 
life, Michael Brody, the Paradise Garage 
opened in 1978 and closed in 1987, tra­
versing the entire lifespan of disco, from 
its inception to its death and then its 
later mutation to house and garage music, 
the latter being a style actually named for

my life and the

PARAOISE GARAGE

KEEP OH DAHCIH 
by Mel Cbtrt# 

n 1314 ta ainuo
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the club itself.
DJ Larry Levan was the source of this 

revolutionary blend of often disparate 
sounds called garage, and "Keep On 
Dancin'" is also his story. Levan is often 
cited as the greatest DJ who ever lived, and 
is regarded as one of the most creative and 
influential DJs in the world. He was one of 
the first to elevate DJ-ing to an artform by 
his attempts to "mix" records live in the DJ 
booth and to create "remixes" utilizing 
instrumental mixes of songs.

And so it is only fitting that in con­
junction with the release of Cheren's 
"Keep On Dancin'," a rare, live double CD 
set featuring 90 minutes of Levan's genius 
has also been released on Cheren's recent­
ly resuscitated West End label. Digitally 
remastered from the original reel to reel 
tapes recorded live in Levan's DJ booth in 
1979, "Larry Levan Live At The Paradise 
Garage" captures the essence of an era in 
dance music that has long since passed 
but will never be forgotten.

'Keep On Dancin': 
My Life and 
the Paradise Garage'
by Mel Cheren
24 Hours For Life, Inc.
$24.95, 462 pp.
Rating: A+

'Larry Levan Live at the • 
Paradise Garage'
West End/Garage/Strut UK Records

For more info on both: 
www.westendrecords.com

Voss Road

Auto Service
Car Care Services

Oil & filter change 
30, 60, &90k maintenance 

Transmission service 
Tire rotation & balance 

Battery Service 
Wiper & washer service

Brake System Services 
Inspection & diagnosis 

Disc & drum service 
ABS diagnosis/repair 
Brake fluid service 
Master cylinders 
Air bag service

Engine/Exhaust
Oil leak diagnosis 

Timing belt replacement 
Head gasket service 

Engine service 
Exhaust service 

Catalytic converter replacement

A/C Efficiency Services
Leak diagnosis 

Water pumps & radiators 
Belts & hoses service 
Cooling system flush 

A/C system service 
Heater & thermostat

Suspension System
Complete allignment service 

Strut & shocks service 
Steering components replacement 

CV boot & front axles 
Transmission & clutch service 

Rack & pinion service

Engine Performance
Drivability diagnosis 
Fuel injection service 
Maintenance tune-up 
Computer & emission 
Starting & charging

are our business
Electrical wiring

can expect our best
will receive quality car care 
are observing certified professionals

★ We guarantee your satifaction
★ We think of your ear as family

Voss Road Tire & Auto
2620 South Voss Rd. @ Westheimer • 713.789.8887 
Monday-Friday: 7am-6pm • Saturday: 7am-5pm

Mention this ad for 10% off any service

Late Night Party?
We deliver ‘til 

1:00 am 
Friday & Saturday!!

i (713)874-1999
I 3210 Montrose Blvd.

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

Large 1-Topping Pizza 
&

Two 20-oz. Cokes 
only

$8.49
-($7.99 after 9pm)

Offer expires 9/15/00 May not be combined with 
other offers. Additional toppings extra. 

Sales tax not included.
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1. CALL Ticketmaster (713) 629—37GG

Presented By

9 6.5

GO TO any Ticketmaster outlet including Foley's 
Fiesta and Kroger or visit ticketmaster.com

little. Seats 
at the door,

iflfcYS TO 
PA.Y THE

ALL RIGHT,for 420 bucks you gotta work a 
in the 1st two rows are 420 cash 
on sale 2 hours before the show.

MX
K H M X 

gKPRC
tickets subject to convenience charges.

—Dates subject to change without notice. 
SOCIETY FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS

HrniJilH’i f/tr \\oilfl> Rrs/ /r> Houston w,rvr. sitef orrent. cowi

i RDAAnlnV r Medio Partners:
Houston Chronicle

———KUHF88.7FM
broadwayseries.com Classical Music and MFR News
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"(ojtw&a/unquote"
compiled by REX WOCKNER and from staff reports

"Yes, I am Dick Armey. And if there is a dick army, 
Barney Frank would want to join up."

—House Majority Leader Dick Armey (R-Tex.) (left), after 
being asked at the GOP convention last week by newspaper 

columnist Dave Barry, "Are you really Dick Armey?"

"It's apparent to gay people that we're, talking 
about being gay, but straight people don't know 
what's going on."

—Paul Poux of the advertising agency Poux Co. on the 
Subaru ad that shows a car carrying two men's bicycles along with the slogan "It's

not a choice. It's the way we're built," to the London Evening Standard, July 26

"There are very few swear words, there's no nudity at all and I made 
the film for gay teens. The fact that it received an 'R' [rating] is really 
offensive to me. I'm tired of being told by these people that my sexu­
ality is a bad thing. It's not. It's wonderful."

—Jamie Babbit, director of the film "But I'm A Cheerleader," 

to Ohio's Gay People's Chronicle, July 21

"I'm not aware of myself as a sex symbol— 
I wouldn't object if I were. It's one of the functions 
of actors to let people fantasize."

—Actor Sir Ian McKellen (right), who is openly gay, to
Chicago's Outlines, July 19

"My personal belief is that we're all bisexual. A 
lot of that informs what 'Chuck & Buck' is. In terms 
of myself, there's no shame. I could say I'm gay but 
that doesn't feel completely true either. ... Instead 
of saying we're different and should be treated
equal, we should be saying sexuality is complicated."

—Mike White, writer and star of the film "Chuck & Buck," to syndicated 
journalist Steve Warren. White is also the son of Rev. Mel White, 

the openly gay founder of Soulforce ministries.

W"l'm beginning to get creeped out by organizations like [media 
Watchdog] GLAAD that start issuing the official party line on what a 
positive gay role model is and what isn't. That may have been useful 
10 years ago. I'm not so sure it is today. Gay people have nothing to 
prove [to bigots] in this world about themselves, nor should we be in 
the position to think we can do that by creating some glossy, rose- 
tinted version of ourselves.

—"Tales of the City" author Armistead Maupin to Montreal's Hour, July 20

"I do love her, but if a reporter were coming to my home, I would­
n't have Judy Garland playing. They'd think maybe upstairs I had a 
room devoted to her. A gay man loving Judy could almost be like a 
black person watching a minstrel show.

—Filmmaker John Waters to 
the Atlantic Monthly, August issue

"No, I don't think so."
—Singer k.d. lang (left), when asked by 

the San Francisco Chronicle, "Do you think you're 
going to make some babies with David Crosby?" 

..en gave homosexuals in the audience a wink. 'I've already drunk 

enough coffee

"In her last movie, 'I Could Go On Singing' (1963), she [Judy Garland] 

to float Fire Island,' she says in a throwaway line near 
the end of the film. To gay men in that closeted time 
the flicker of recognition must have seemed like a 
bolt of lightning."

—Michael Joseph Gross writing in 
the August Atlantic Monthly
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Tickets also available at 713 629-3700. and from Foley's and all 
other outlets. All dates, acts and ticket prices
subject to change without notice. A service charge is added to 
each ticket price. Brought to you by SFX.
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All events are rain or shine www.woodlandscenter.org v

The Ashland St. Theatre Co.

J

STARRING;
Travis- Ammons

Hank Fields
Joshua Gray

Courtney (Uebb

a new Comeciy

by Travis Ammons 
PirecTed by Joey &erner 

Now through August 26, 2000 
this show contains adult themes and brief nudity

presents the first annual Houston playwright’s showcase

&

Performance Schedule:
Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm through August 26

Sunday Matinee at 5:00pm, August 13

Ticket prices: $15
Special discounts for seniors and students * Group rates available
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’Manhood’ resurrected in Ashland production
5* Continued from Page 17 
finding any meaningful relationship.

Collin (Hank Fields), a novelist, might 
as well have a big scarlet "R" tattooed on 
his chest, R for romantic. He's the delu­
sional Don Quixote who seeks perma­
nent love after a momentary chance 
encounter on the subway. That his 
Dulcinea turns out to be Rachel, is a neat 
little twist that can only happen on stage.

Terrence (Joshua Gray) is gay, his 
partner is dying, and his stoicism in the 
face of such gravity and the fact that he 
hasn't told any of his best friends that 
he, too, has AIDS is eating him alive.

Throw these diverse life views 
together and you get a right lively play. 
However, it's still a work in progress 
and needs the sharp knife of a rewrite 
to focus the structure and pare out the 
excess. Too many scenes repeat themes 
we've already heard. As the cabaret 
singer Dolly Dawn is fond of saying, I 
got it twice the first time.

Ammons knows how to write for 
actors, and gives each of his cast some 
tale to tell that pinpoints their charac­
ter, placing them in situations that 
shifts the comedy into high gear.

Grey's stripper adventure with the 
new-age angel brings into relief his 
buried animosity toward his father; 
Julian's rant on the current hipness of 
the gay movement adds an intriguing 
roadblock on his path to sexual enlight­

enment; while Collin's graveyard-love­
making tale augments his romantic 
longings with the pleasures in nitty- 
gritty sex.

Ammons knows how to 
write for actors, and gives 
each of his cast some tale 

to tell that pinpoints their 
character, placing them in 

situations that shifts the 
comedy into high gear.

Ammons, all hopped up with brittle 
edgy mannerisms before he even takes 
his first toke, embodies Julian's 
man/child dichotomy with his head of 
pre-Raphaelite curls and boyish 
physique. There's a sense of danger 
right below his easily-bruised skin, and 
he charges through his scenes with 
intensity and laser-like focus.

Although described by Julian as 
though a she-devil in heat, Courtney 
Webb's Rachel has the sweet patina of a 
normal healthy woman who just wants 
a commitment. Is Julian fabricating this 
S&M dominatrix so he can get out of 
the relationship? If so, then Julian has 

more troubles than the play lets on; no 
one would dump Webb's dreamboat.

Tim Wrobel's male chauvinist is full 
of comic delights, from body language 
when incoherent from drink, or his 
wonderfully acted monologue about 
his dream of having sex with a blow­
up doll. By strength of good-guy stead­
fastness, Hank Fields overcomes the 
creepy undertones to the ultra-roman- 
tic Collin and turns them into positives. 
Joshua Grey's Terrence, starting shrill, 
builds in intensity and believability as 
he pours out the shadowy details of his 
life story.

Since this play centers around 
Julian's poker table, why is this most 
important set placed way upstage in a 
comer? Even though Ashland St.'s the­
ater is intimate in the extreme, shoe­
homing the action against the back 
wall diffuses the tension and greatly 
removes us from immediacy. Perhaps, 
with the rewrite, the set and the themes 
inherent in "Manhood is Dead" will be 
squarely set center stage.

MANHOOD IS DEAD 
by Travis Ammons 
Through Aug.26
Ashland St. Theatre Co. 
2610 Ashland 
713-426-3019
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Hank Fields and Courtney Webb co-star in Travis Ammons' new 
comedy 'Manhood is Dead,' playing now through Aug. 26 at 
Ashland St. Theatre.

hMontrose
H O U S T

OR CALL 713-520-0206

It's that time 
again. Only 52 
seats available.

Each includes 
non-stop round 
trip air on 
Continental, 
city/airport & 
airport/city 
transfers, 3 
cocktail parties, 
party package 
of drink 
coupons & 
discounts, 
MUNI pass (for 
free bus/trolley/ 
streetcar/sub- 
way rides).

Only $405 
plus hotel.

San

PICK

Hotels avail­
able in many 
price ranges.

it<28-Oct>2.

s
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Everyone is invited to the 
Musical Event of the Year!

Sunday, August 13th, 5pm
Decades • 1205 Richmond

“Behold...the Artists”

All donations from the event will go to 
Resurrection MCC’s Capital Campaign Fund. 
The fund is used to offset capital expenses 
related to the purchase and operation of the 

Resurrection MCC facility.

Production of this event is being handled by 
David J. Barron with assistance from Don Gill Productions.

Email: BeholdTheArtists@aol.com

Resurrection MCC
2025 W. 11th St. ❖ 713-861-9149 ❖ www.resurrectionmcc.org
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'Between Dances' novel follows character from H-town to NYC
Continued from Page 17
"That kind of thing" is a strip show for 

men in which the male dancers appear on 
stage, get naked, disappear briefly and then 
return, with an erection, to dance again.

And now a fictional version of the Gaiety, 
^^ily disguised and referred to only as "the 
u^ater," is the setting for much of "Between 
Dances," Guerra's first novel.

"The book is about this character named 
Marco who finds what stands for love in this 
underworld of hustlers. He feels it for the first 
time. That's what the story is about: how he 
experiences it and survives it. It's about grow­
ing up," Guerra, 30, said last week from his 
apartment in New York's Hell's Kitchen.

The novel follows one year in Marco's life. 
At its outset, Marco is trying to revive his 
doomed relationship with Chris, also a dancer 
and hustler, with whom he moved up from 
Houston. In Jaime, a new dancer at the theater, 
Marco sees, briefly, the flickering promise of 
true love and a life together. Marco is deter­
mined to extricate himself from his dark rou- 

of dancing and turning tricks—but the life 
o'f which he's tired is still new and full of 
promise for Jaime. The collapse of this rela­
tionship leaves Marco more vulnerable than 
ever_and yet, paradoxically, stronger.

"Between Dances" is distinguished by a writ­
ing style that is as lavish and beautiful as the 
world it describes is bleak and harsh. Guerra dis­
cussed how he developed a tone at once highly 
embellished, yet emotionally spare.

"When I write, I think about a specific person. 
1 would actually think, 'what do they need to 

know to make the picture complete?' For this 
book, it was the character of Jaime. I was writing 
the book for the person I modeled it after."

It could even be argued that the novel's 
main character is not Marco or Jaime, but 
rather the brilliant, mad metropolis of New 
York. Guerra lingers lovingly over the city in 
all its beauty and ugliness, and takes special 
joy in describing its seasons, which divide the 
book into four distinct sections.

"In Texas, there are no seasons. It's just hot 
and dry, or not so hot and rainy. In New York, the 
seasons are incredible. The way things change; 
that's what drew me into writing it that way- 
seeing how the characters change and watching 
the city as it goes through its paces."

Guerra (whose friends call him "Mo") is 
looking forward to an upcoming visit home. 
New York's cool summer has left him longing 
for south Texas' relentless heat. His previous 
work includes editing the gay anthology 
"Latin Lovers," and his parents, though proud 
of his success, are still coming to grips with the 
world of which he writes.

But concerns about parents and neighbors 
seem to have been far from Guerra's mind 
when he probed the dark scene he depicts in 
"Between Dances."

"I needed to write it this way. I took every 
opportunity to make it as sexual, as gay, as gritty, 
and even as depressing as possible, in some 
ways."

'BETWEEN DANCES'
by Erasmo Guerra 
Painted Leaf Press

o 
z

Floral arrangement can be created 
easi^, inofenstve^ at borne
>■ Continued from Page 18 

stems off the side, then cut out the mid­
dle, leaving one long stem with several 
flowers, one short stem with several 
flowers and a few single flowers on 
medium length stems.

I tried the baby's breath in the rose 
arrangement, but didn't like it, so it went 
in the yellow and white arrangement. 
Again, I cut pieces off the big stems. I left 
lots of the rleaves on and added a few 
stems of pyracantha, a bit of the 
fern and some of the creeping 
fig-

I had one large carnation left 
and a few carnation buds left 
over. The big carnation was 
sort of squished, but I brushed 
my finger across it to fluff it 
out. Lots of people are afraid to 
touch the petals, but florists 
pull petals off and fluff flowers 
up all the time.

The arrangement looked a 
bit sparse, so I added two of the 
little sweetheart roses.

The best vase for the small 
roses would have been a glass 
cylinder, but I didn't have one.
I tried a bud vase, but didn't 
like the way the arrangement 

was shaping up, so I used a short glass 
and added pittosporum and fem.

Now that your flowers are arranged, 
put them where they can be admired. It's 
better if they are out of the sun and away 
from drafts. Change the water every day, 
and if you cut a bit off the stems, the 
flowers will last longer.

Use floral preservative if you have it. If 
not, Listerine or Sprite works. These prod­
ucts contain sugar to feed the flowers and 
alcohol or citric acid to kill bacteria.

Four separate arrangements of fresh flowers were created 
using three bunches of flowers costing a total of $19.97.
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TRY IT 
FOR FREE!
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“Fun” - The Advocate 
“Cool Site” - Yahoo 
“Best online matchmaker”

- HX Magazine

ore.

Imagine a relationship 
that provides joy,

Relationship
Workshops 

for Singles and Couples

For schedule and details 
log on to 

HoustonTherapist.com

^03.527.0000

Defensive Driving course on video tape-$39.95
•s’ Previewed general niovies Froni $5*99 

Adult movies from $9.95 *Buy 2 get 1 free

i®* Free membership
12 free rentals annually

•®’ All ratings available
i®* Open 24 hours

Mldclty Video • 713.522.3530 
2043 southu/est freeway <a south Shepherd 

wu/w.midcity.formovies.com
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This Weekend

14TpB Westheiirjer713.52215166

JIA COME PARTY WITH OUR 
(■^■yGORGEOUS GLOW GIRLS ON 
M Wk BOTH DANCE FLOORS!

_ | ■ JF S xAnniversary♦ • IkJ

Join us Friday August 11tn 

Bor HCJT Fun vyith Big Surpluses " 
(if you love women, ypu don't want to miss this)

Jiaturday^Aijgust 12th & Sunday, AUddst 13th 
with the sexy Glow Girls/jx 
& fabutous drinft specials!

Open Wed thru 
Sun 

8pm-2am
■ Great drink specials
3 from 8-10pm

$2 wells • $2 longnecks
$1.50 drafts

.- •» • •

community calendar
Saturday, august 12
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 713-526-5738.
Q-Patrol walks the streets 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 
713-528-6665.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call for ride locations. 713- 
863-1860.
Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.
Rainbow Fishing Club. Meeting. 713-526-7070.
Houston Faerie Circle. Meeting. 2 p.m. 713-533-0150.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Southwest Center. 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 281-633-2555 & Conroe 936-441-1614.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center Drop-in hours noon 
to 4 p.m. • Montrose Writer's Project. 3 to 4:30 p.m. • Lesbian 
Island Association. 3 p.m. 713-528-3818.
Houston Outdoor Group. Messina Hof's 18th annual Harvest Trip 
.713-KAMPOUT.
Classic Chassis Car Club. Pool party . 713-728-9889.
Houston Area Bears. Social. 10 p.m. 713-867-9123.
Gulf Coast Transgender Community. Meeting. 713-780-4282.
Presentation. Bipolar Disorders. AssistHers. 713-521-4628.

Sunday, august 13
New Hope Christian Center Worship Service. 11 a.m. 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals meets. 713-942- 
7002.
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 713-869-1686.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite Eucharist I 7:45 a.m.; 
Holy Rite Eucharist II 8:55 a.m.; Education hour 10 a.m.; Choral 
Eucharist 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.
Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. Service. 6:30 p.m. 
713-528-6756.
Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
School 10 a.m. Youth Sunday School 11:15 a.m. Handbell Choir 
rehearsal 1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.
Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. Service 
10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Sunday School 
for children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org.
Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 a.m. 713-529-8225.
Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal Baptist. Service :30 a.m. & 
education hour 11 a.m. 713-668-8830.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8:30 a.m.
& 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.

The Women's Group. Meeting & Discussion. 10:45 a.m. 713-529- 
8571.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St. Service 
10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.
First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 11 a.m.
Christian Education. 11:30 p.m. 713-468-9543 or fcc-houston^^
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum 10 a.m. Servic^^ 
a.m. 713-686-5876.
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation: Adult discussion 
9:45 a.m. Service 11 a.m. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
FrontRunners. Running Club. 9 a.m. 713-522-8021.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Parents. Pool party. 713-284-4939.

monday, august 14
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support group. 8 p.m. 
www.GayFathers-Houston.org or 281-505-1788.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 
3000.
HIV testing. STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 1 p.m. to 6:15 
p.m. 713-626-2837.
Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show. 8 to 10 p.m. KPFT 90.1. 713- 
529-1223.
AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-Q^^

Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1OD,, t 
Ext. 208.
gayDAR. Wellness community. Support Group. 7 p.m. 713-526- 
1017, Ext. 211.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours from 
6 to 9 p.m. • Black Lesbian & Gay Coalition weekly meeting. 7 
p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

tuesday, august 15
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight.
Club Houston. 713-830-3000.
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support Group. 7 p.m. 281- 
495-8009.
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang 11 a.m. 713-526- 
1017.

now your voice is being 
delivered to your school!

call 713-529-8490 for 
other pick-up spots!

STUDENTS!

voice
Rice University,
Student Center

UIUIVERSITY
of HOUSTON

University Center

St. Thomas University,
Montrose Branch Library

Crad Duren, M.D.
Internal medical practice offering discreet 

confidental care to the community, including 

HIV/AIDS diagnostics & therapeutics

Healthcare from the Heart
Anonymous Testing and Counseling

Major Credit Cards Accepted • Personal checks Accepted 
Insurance with Qualification • Medicare

< 3f 
ret

1213 Hermann Dr., Suite 430 • 713-520-0653
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Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mt. Vernon. 713-526-8390.
Men's Network. Discussion group for social, educational develop­
ment of gay and bisexual men. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling 
Center. 713-529-0037.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.
Lambda Skating Club skates. 8 p.m. Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 
^3-410-7215.

i||>ton Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to
• Lesbian Coming Out Group. 7 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713- 

528-3818.
Center for AIDS. Women's Mixer. 713-527-8210.

Wednesday, august 16
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 2015 
Thomas Street 713-793-4026.
STD Exams & treatment. HIV Testing. Free. AVES. Free. AVES. 
713-626-2837.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mary's, 
Venture-N & EJ's 713-830-3000.
BiNet Houston. 7:30 p.m. Social meeting. 713-467-4380
Women's Network. Montrose Counseling Center Discussion 
group for social, educational development of gay and bisexual 
women. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.
Project: Caesar. Workshops. AFH. 3203 Weslayan. 713-623-6796.
Out Skate Rollerskating Club. 8 to 10 p.m. 8075 Cook Road. 281- 
933-5818.
dfcbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom 

713-880-0670.
TTle Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal. 713-526- 

6665.
Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Bible Study 7:30 p.m. Resurrection 
MCC. 713-861-9149.
Freelance Art Classes by Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ individuals. 1 
to 4 p.m. Lunch provided. 713-523-9530.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. 713-523-3037.
Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 Yale, www.houston- 
prideband.org.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Various Support Groups 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. Free HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic 6 to 9 p.m. 713- 
524-3818.

thursday, august 17
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open rehearsal. 7 p.m. 713-521- 
7464.
Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom. 
7 p.m. 713-880-0670.
Hep C Recovery. Support Group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, 
Ext. 211.
STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight.
Toyz Disco. 713-830-3000.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.
FrontRunners. Running Club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.
HIV Art Course Program. 1 to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer 713-526- 
1118.
Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.
Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235 or '
www.communitygospel.org.
HIV Testing. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Alliance at the University of Houston.
(GLOBAL) Meeting. 4 p.m. 713-743-7539.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Volunteers meeting. 7 p.m. 713-524-3818.

friday, august 18
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) 
Meeting. 713-942-7002.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. Rich's. 
713-830-3000.
STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 
3000.
Q-Patrol walks the streets. 9 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Kolbe Project. Morning Prayer. 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Positive Art Workshop. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer. 713-526- 
1118.
Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM. 7 p.m. 713-526-5738.
Mishpachat Alizim Shabbat Services. 8 p.m. 713-748-7079.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Men's Coming Out Group. 7 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818.
Capacity Building Workshop. 8:30 a.m. 713-861-0009.

To list an event, call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529-8490, fax at 713- 
529-9531, or e-mail editor@houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Friday 
at 5 p.m.
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ReservationsSundays at 6:00pm
Tickets $35, $30, $25

Should I put written 
instructions about 
my final ceremonies 
in my will? *

No. A will is not the 
place for death & burial 

preferences. Your will 
probably would not be 
located and read until 

several weeks after 
you die.

3501 Red Bluff 
Pasedena, TX 77503

Performances 8:00pm 
Fridays & Saturdays

BIENVENUE 
THEATRE 

3722 Washington Avenue 
between Heights Blvd & Yate 

South of HO, North of 
Memorial, West of Montrose, 

East of Shepherd

f g

•TOTALLY NAKED
•TOTALLY MUSICAL
•TOTALLY GORGEOUS

GUYS!

235 North Sampson
Houston, TX 77003 Cremation • $500
713-237-1777 ,

It you have questions please fax to 713-237-1926

®

afes*. 3& «

•
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$ 
I

Bi

Funeral Home
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Classifieds
Announcements

ADVANCE-FEE 
LOANS OR 

CREDIT OFFERS
Companies that do business by 

phone can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. For 
more information, call 
1.877.FTC HELP. A public serv­
ice message from the Houston 
Voice and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

CLUB NSOMNIA
is a fundraising venue for the 501 

(c) (3) Non-profit AIDS Coalition 
Houston/AHCH, Inc. Open Wed. 
to Sat. midnight to 6 a.m. and 
Sundays 2 am to 5 am. BOYB. DJ 
Dr. Charl-E Feelgood. 202 Tuam. 
713.522.6100. ___________

2000 GREY PARTY 
Saturday, October 14, 2000 
www.greyparty@aol.com

or write to PO Box 130773, 
Houston, Texas 77219-0773^

SEAG&LS
Southeast Area Gays & 
Lesbians is a social group (21 
and up) in the Clear Lake area, 
call 281.488.0537.__________ _

JUSTIFIED PRIDE
COMMUNITY RESALE

515 RICHMOND

Auditions________ _
BIENVENUE THEATRE
is currently auditioning actors, 
singers, dancers, and a part time 
assistant to the producer for the 
second cast of the current hit 
Naked Boys Singing • Call 
713.426.7676 and leave message 
to set up appointment.

Employment________
PERFECTION PLUS

11 Year old cleaning service 
looking for bi-lingual supervisor 
trainee • Must be honest, hard­
working with lots of energy • 
Good appearance, car and refer­
ences a must* Fun, different job 
with good earning potential • 
Only serious need to apply • 
713.895.2766.

SALES MANAGEMENT 
Houston Sales Management need­
ed at Global 33 Men’s clothing 
store • Coming to Montrose • Call 
Bill Jay at 956.994.3771.

Admin. Assistant 
Kolbe Project 
713.861.1800.

Seeking full time energetic candi­
date with public candor willing to 
make presentations and familiar 
with the internet • Will assist in 
expansion and workshops.
Nightingale ADC offers free 
employment assistance to HIV+ 
individuals • Including job pre­
paredness training, resume 
development, job search assis-

tance. For more information 
call 713.98LI543.___________

STEVEN’S HOUSE 
HIV Intermediate care home 
seeks night staff • Resident 
interaction, housework, and 
clerical • Understanding/sensi- 
tivity of HIV/AIDS and experi­
ence a plus • EOE • Send resume 
to Executive Director • PO Box 
131303 • Houston, Texas 

772194303._________________

WindowMedia
Window Media, the publisher of 
Southern Voice (Atlanta), 
Houston Voice (Houston) 
Impact News (New Orleans) 
and eclipse magazine is experi­
encing unprecedented growth 
with ambitious plans for the 
future. Talented, hard-working, 
creative and dedicated individu­
als are constantly in demand as 
opportunities arise within our 
publication areas: Sales, 
Administration, Circ-
ulation/Distribution, Editorial, 
Design/Production. If you are 
interested in a career path with a 
growing organization, please 
submit your resume to: Window 
Media, Attn.: Human Resources 
Dept., 1095 Zonolite Road 
#100, Atlanta, Ga., 30306.

Basic Brothers
Nqw accepting applications for 
management positions and full/ 
part-time retail employment. 
Prior retail/sales experience and 
computer knowledge a plus • 
Come join our team and enjoy 
one of the best benefit packages 
around • Apply M-F, 10am-4pm, 
1232 Westheimer • No phone 
calls please.
Cashier • Late night shifts • Start 
$6.50 per hour • Apply in person 
•3100 Fannin* Midtowne Spa. 
Absolute go-getter manager 
trainee needed for retail location
• Gay themed men’s/women’s 
leather specialty store • Salary + 
commission • Possible 24K and 
up annually • Uninhibited 
friendly professional persons 
may call Hedi at 713.944.6010.

Studz Bookstore • Now accept­
ing application for FT “relief’ 
clerk/cashier • Store handles 
adult merchandise • Must be 21 
or older, reliable and self moti­
vated with verifiable references
• Call 713.528.1363 for more 
information.

Home Improvements
BOOGIE & MARCELL’S

HOME REPAIR
Commercial • Residential • 
Carpet Cleaning • Power Wash • 
Maid Service • Carpentry • and 
much more! Call 713.856.6188.

NEED A MAID?

Weekly/biweekly • Homes • 
Condos • Hurry one space left • 
Call Terry’s Home Service • 
281.894.6639 • Pager 713.200.3125^

Items For Sale______
75 Gallon aquarium • 46”X18” • 
Gravel • Fairly new pump • 
Light • Includes misc. cleaning 
supplied and hoses • Solid wood 
cabinet • Originally over $500 • 
Sale price $200 • 713.697.5887.

Large Bird Cage • 30”X70” high 
round birdcage on pedestal • 
Originally $550 • Sale price 
$200*713.697.5887._________

Licensed Massage 
Try our Thursday Four Hands 
Massage Special • Swedish or 
Deep Tissue • Outcalls also 
available • Call Lavenia or Mary 
Jane * 28 L4719559.

BODY THERAPY
Massage at its finest! Chaz Kolb
• MT • In/Out calls specialist •
713.712.0270._______________

Job STRESS ?
TOUGH Workouts ?

Call now to make your appoint­
ment for a relaxing, therapeutic 
Swedish massage • Bodybuilder 
& Licensed Therapist - Randal 
(RMT#005930) 713.861.5458.
BODYWORK - NfASSAGE * Relax 
& release tension • Flexible schedule • 
Randy, RMT# 9061,1.888.983.4932^ 

MASSAGE THERAPY
AT ITS FINEST!

Swedish, Deep Tissue, Sports, 
Reflexology • Don’t settle for 
less • In/Out, Hotels, 7 days • 
Nationally certified • Jeff (RMT 
#016074)713.825.4062

You Need Therapy!
Massage therapy now available 
at Muscle Mechanics personal 
training & wellness studio­
sports massage, therapeutic 
massage, relaxation therapy. 
Call now for your appointment! 
Muscle Mechanics 713.523.5330.

Moving Services
American Movers

Visit us on the web at 
www.americanmovers.org • 
2412 A Taft • Houston, Texas 
77006 • Nkg Statewide *(‘xDOT 
#00528-2035C • 713.522.1717

Organizations______
www.bodypositivehouston.org 
www.bearsonthebayou.com 
www.montrosesoftballleague.com

www.iblhouston.net

Pets_______________
Bully Mania • Free Collar with 
$1500 purchase of show quality 
English Bull Dogs • 7 Weeks old
• Getting cuter everyday • 
713.728.9888.

The Homeless Pet Placement 
League is a Houston area, non­
profit animal welfare organiza­
tion. 713.862.7387 or view web­
site at www.HPPL.org

The Spay Neuter Assistance 
Program will provide FREE 
spaying/neutering, rabies vacci­
nations and city licenses for ani­
mals belonging to qualifying 
low income dog and cat guard­
ians. For qualifications and 
transportation information 
please call 713.522.2337.

Products & Services
BIG DOG LEATHER

Unleash Your Big Dog 
Custom Leather 

Clothing 
Accessories 

713.880.2628 
By Appointment 

www.BigDogLeather.com

Date Connection
1.800.396.BABE
1.900.234.3344

www.mykeith.com
Computers, books, movies, CD’s, 
gifts, travel accessories, and more...

www.HoustonGayWeb.com 

www.edwina.com

www.gayswitchboardhouston.org

Professional Services
RAINBOW

COMPUTER 
SERVICES

Protect your data 
Protect your privacy 

In-Home 
Repair 
Service 
Training 

713.874.1414. 
By Appointment

BODY WAXING 
FOR MEN

Personal grooming by Dale • 
Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist • Private Location 
in Montrose • Call for appoint­
ment 713.529.5952.

Publications________
www.houstonvoice.com
www.sovo.com 
www.impactnews.com

Real Estate For Rent
Garage apartment • New AC 
and Appliances • $275/mo. • 
$150/deep • 1604 Hussion • 
Water paid • call 713.926.1777 
after 5pm.

3308 BRANARD
1 Bedroom • $525/mo. Free 
basic cable • 713.524.9660 • 
713.4511616._______________

WESTBURY GARDENS
Efficiency • All new appliances

• Pool • Central AC/H • 
$450/mo. • $450/deep • Covered 
parking • 713.283.9597.

MOVE IN SPECIAL!
Montrose • 1 Bedroom • Close 
to Buses, Clubs and Shopping • 
Gated Complex * $500/Mo. • 
$200/Dep. • Call Buz
713.524.455 L________________

THE MIMOSA
1 & 2 bedroom apartments avail­
able • Starting at $750. • Great 
location • Free laundry • Floor to 
ceiling windows *2415 Mimosa • 
See our display ad in this issue • 
281.580.2762._______________

LAKE BRIDGE APTS.
1 & 2 Bedroom lofts and town­
homes • Starting at $620. • W/D 
included • Fireplaces in selected 
units • Large pets OK • 300 
Woerner Rd. • See our display ad 
in this issue • 281.580.5880.

1920 W. ALABAMA
1 & 2 bedroom apts. starting at 
$595. • New kitchens with updat­
ed appliances • Appointments 
Wed. to Sat. • See our display ad 
in this issue *713.529.6798.

MEMORIAL HILLS
1 & 2 Bedroom apts. starting at 
$615. • Close to downtown and 
major freeways • Utilities includ­
ed • Access gates • Bring your cat
• 4200 Scotland • See our display 
ad in this issue • 713.861.7077

OFFICE SPACE 
for lease in bustling commercial 
building in Montrose • Approx. 
300 ft2* 1 office 12X15 and 4 
cubicles in 10X15 area • Call 
Mike at 713.529.8490.
218-220 Hyde Park • Studio 
with W/D • Large Efficiency • 
All Bills Paid *713.446.3331.
2T)edroom,-I bath condo (850 sq. 
ft.) - $625 month • Call Lyn, on-site 
agent, for an appointment, 
713.729.9316.
1419 Hyde Park efficiency apart­
ment. • $450 Move-In-Special • 
Call J.D. at 713.942.0399.
Near Intercontinental • Large 
1 bed/1 bath, totally renovated, 
all new kitchen and bath, pool. • 
$379 per month, + 1 month free!
• Call 281.820.4910.

Allen House Apts.
Large 1 & 2 bedrooms • 
Downtown location & free shuttle
• Ask for specials, 888.283.1899.

1 BEDROOM
Great locations Montrose/River 
Oaks • W/D included • Garage 
available • New construction • 
Call for specials • 713.630.0006.

RIVER OAKS
Plaza at River Oaks • 1 bedroom
• W/D included • For details call 
713.528.5277.

Real Estate For Sale
MAKE THE MOVE!

Beautiful • 3 bedroom hom» 
with land and in the country K 
Call Carol 281.350.5110.

Perfect Roommate Home •
You buy and lease the spare bed­
room and bathroom • Call Carol 
281.350.4853._______________

SUNSET HEIGHTS
Home + Office + Shop or 

Studio • 9000 Sq. Ft • $275,000 
• DJ Stephenson • Gary Greene 
Realtors • 713.686.5454.

WOODLAND 
HEIGHTS

Grand Old Southern Home • 
Renovated In 1985 • 3/ 2 • 
$299,000 • DJ Stephenson • Gary 
Greene Realtors • 713.686.5454.

GARDEN OAKS
Completely redone including t 
plumbing and electrical • 3/2/2/ on 
wooded lot • DJ Stephenson • Gary 
Greene Realtors • 713.686.5454.

610/290
Close-in 60’s contemporary 
with vaulted ceilings • 3/2/2 • 
$99,700 • DJ Stephenson • Gary 
Greene Realtors • 713.686.5454.

OAK FOREST
Redone 3 bedroom with Pergo 
and Saltillo flooring • Cute, cute 
house at only $95,000 • DJ 
Stephenson • Gary Greene 
Realtors • 713.686.5454.______

GARDEN OAKS
Close-in pocket neighborhood 
near Garden Oaks • 3/2/2 with 
pool! $153,900 • DJ Stephenson 
• Gary Greene Realtors • 
713.686.5454.________________

Land for Sale
8 + acres located 35 miles east of 
Austin with improvements. • 
Magnificent view, year round creek 
with access to 4 - 5 acre lake. • 
$6,500 per acre, 512.273.2310.

Roommates_________
Share 2/1 house with laid back 
GWM • 36 yo smoker with dog • 
Stable • Employed • $300/Mo.* 
Bills paid • 1902 Summer® Silver 
•713.692.5436.
GWM non-smoking male room­
mate to share lovely Montrose 
home • Bedroom unfurnished 
with ceiling fan, washer/dryer & 
gated/secure • Must be easy 
going, responsible • No heavy 
drinkers • $300/mo • All bills 
paid* Call Jim at 713.528.5331 
after 6 p.m.•। 

Male preferred to share 2 bed­
room totally furnished apartment • 
Lovely place • $250/mo. includes 
utilities • 713.521.1712.

Travel/Resorts
www.lovettinn.com

Wanted To Buy
Leather gear • Toys • Bondage • 
Masks • Rubber goods • Please 
call 713.926.1042 with a list of 
items and price • Will pay cash.
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Automotive
Services
Call 713-529-8490 for Directory Ad Sales

TWSYlAf PMCI
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

1307 Fairview
(3 blocks west of Montrose)

713-529-1414

CmnpfctE Bakes \ 
Ki Ta»Up * 1

MM* « Mhacr R^atr^/

American & Foreign

TAFT STREET
AUTO

Auto Repair & Service
713-526-3723

1411 Taft Houston,TV. 77019

Power Up Now
Charge up your plans to participate in EMPOWER 
2000 and help support this energetic effort from 
The Greater Houston Gay & Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce. Held at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center each year, EMPOWER 2000 
endorses National Coming Out Day and 
entertains everyone with the: Business Fair, Job 
Fair^Health Resources, Performing Arts, Visual 
Arts, Sports & Outdoors, great food, drink, as 
well as special interest seminars.

CHASE

COMPAQ.

OutySmart

\ftiangle

Shell Sendees 
V-r International

MiilenAivm

Plug In Today. There are lots of ways you can 
play a part in this powerful one day event. 
Arrange a corporate sponsorship. Underwrite a 
special program or seminar. Exhibit your products 
and services with a cool booth. Run an ad in the 
Empower 2000 program. And last, but not least, 
bring your family and friends to the event.

Call the EMPOWER Hotline today for details and 
exhibitor discounts. 713-523-7576

October 2000 George R. Brown Convention Center

JOB FAIR • HEALTH RESOURCES • SPORTS & OUTDOOR • ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT • GREAT FOOD • SEMINARS
< 1 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

r

CATEGORY: 

7.00

TEXT: 

 

 

 

 
 

 State  Z'P.

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

PICK YOUR 
CATEGORY

FREE’: Call for guidelines 
HIV Services & Education 
Volunteers 
Non-Profit Organizations
•First 20 words

INDIVIDUAL RATE $7:
Announcements
Auditions
Employment-Seeking
Pets-Free or Lost & Found
Roommates
Personal Websites

BUSINESS RATE $15:
Auto Repair
Business Opportunities
Entertainment
Help Wanted
Help Wanted-Seeking
Home Improvement
Items For Sale
Licensed Massage
Moving Services
 Professional Services
 Real Estate For Rent
Real Estate For Sale

Call 713-529-8490 
for other categories

x# of issues

x# of issues

Name: . 
Address: 

City
Phone_
Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX QMC GVISA
Card It Exp..  

Signature __________________________________

Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order 
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX„ 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490. 
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL feedback©houstonvoice.com
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation. 
Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON

# OF ISSUES:
Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS

Up to 20 words for $7.00 per week. Additional words at 50tf each per week.
Up to 20 words:

Additional words x 50tf: 
Bold headline: 5.00 (per week) 

Subtotal: 
Total: 

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $15.00 per week.
Additional words x 75< per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  
Subtotal: 

Total: $ 
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Occasions
Birthdays

k

CCCC member Rob W. 
rides in another birthday 
on Aug. 12. His club broth­
er Lindberg V. motors in 
his birthday on Aug. 14.

Boot, scoot and boogie on 
down for BRB's owner 
John Evans as he tips his 
birthday hat on Aug. 14.

Former Houston Voice staffer Leslie Ramsey 
smiles in her birthday on Aug. 17.

Last call for Vicci (formerly of the Ranch) for 
her birthday on Aug. 16.

Kevin celebrated his birthday Montrose style 
on Aug. 3.

Truly sick and twisted Daddy Dan will be toast­
ing in his birthday on Aug. 17.

Merlin will be howling on his birthday on Aug. 
15.

Stop the presses! Alan Josoff, the Queen of 
Crossroads, celebrated his 29th birthday (for 
the first time) on Aug. 8.

Forever the student
LaMarr has a birthday on 
Aug. 12.

Jazz, the walking hairball, is our pet of the week. She s a 1 year 
old Persian calico owned by Tom Robbins & Allan Nelson in the 
Heights.

Jeff P. will blow out his 
birthday candles on 
August 13.

+ Young, lanky, sleek female
+ Unspayed

+ 'Home Again' microchip ID in shoulder 
+ Small head, thin (not bushy) tail 

+ Jet black 
+ very friendly

Lost Wednesday, July 26

Please try to catch her and call: 
713.52.DEBRA 

713.304.8119 cell

Aug. 11 is a big day for Chris Ballard, Miss 
Vera, Miss Molly and Robert of HAB to cele­
brate their birth...daze!

IL©st [Lab
$250 to individual or $500 to any 
Gay/AIDS/Humane organization 

of the finder's choice

s REWARD! S

w

The Houston Voice welcomes your special occasions. Send e-mail to croberts@houstonvoice.com. Fax: 713-529-9531. Mail: Occasions Houston Voice, 
500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77006. Please include a telephone number so occasions can be verified and considered for pubhcatio .

Thank You!
-Rep. Debra Danburg

cd^emierMm12220 Murphy Road

VoiceMall 
Caller ID 

Detailed Billing 
First IncoMing Minute

Premier
PAGING & WIRELESS 

281-575-8500
Credit History and a one year setvce agreement is necessary.

Phones must be activated when purchased.
h any other offers. See Premier Paging and Wireless for complete details.

No Roaming Charges wnen yuu arc w , —
Austin, Houston, Beaumont, or Lake Charles,

IS Cheap

or ohooae the following 
tor only -1995 

for only 'OG95

Nokia 51

$

Talk

Our Church Can Become Your Home!

Discovering the Secrets of Servant Leadership

Bible Study begins at 5:30pm 
and nursery is available. 
Mid-week “Home Group” 
services on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713-528-6756 or 
maranatha@evl.net

Maranatha Fellowship MCC
1311 Holman

(across from HCC-Downtown Campus)

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 14 Leadership Team Meeting

August 28 Board Meeting

Sept. 9 Prayer Breakfast
Sept. 16 & 17 Maranatha Fellowship MCC’s Sth Anniversary

weekend, Rev. Elder Jerri Ann Harvey, Guest Evangelist

Maranatha 
Fellowship 

Metropolitan 
Community Church

■Al

August 13 “Jesus Led so That Others Could be Followers” 

August 20 “What Style of Greatness do You Seek?”

liberating church aervlng a liberating God. ’ |
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Joe Tramonte Realty 
409.599.8300 (ceil) 
409.765.9837 ext.30

WS4

Udlvcbiuri Oller b 'vrCVAA€^' on
historic Victorians, casual beach bungalows, 
easy living condos, even downtown lofts.
Let me show you just how easy it can be to 
get your own Galveston getaway!

August 11-17
ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
Kids are lucky for you in mid-August, and acting like a teenager is even luck­
ier. It's time you loosened the reins in your life and experienced some true 
joy. You've been living in the shadow of your opposite sign, Libra, lately and 
acting a little too compromising. It's time to rediscover the virtues of selfish­
ness. Sneak out at night with a Scorpio.

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
Jupiter and Saturn in your money house bode well for a freelance project you've 
been developing. Make a decision about where to focus your career energy dur­
ing late summer and early fall and stick to it, baby! Get back in touch with your 
unwavering bullish nature. A Virgo wants you to take charge.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
The full moon on Aug. 15 falls in your travel sector, so if you can get outta town, 
for goodness sakes, go! You could find yourself revealing the depths of your pas­
sion to a Libra. Lead with your heart and follow with your snappy comebacks. In 
fact, skip the latter altogether, at least while you're having sex!

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
You may feel a little skittish during this full-moon week (it peaks on the 
15th). Allow yourself your moods, and be aware that they make you more 
human and more sensual. Veer away from the temptation to judge some­
one close to you too harshly. A Capricorn offers you rare insight.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)
Pay attention to the changes that occur in a romantic relationship during mid­
August. Open up and admit what you've been dreaming about. Your desires need to 
be articulated before they can be fulfilled. Another Leo speaks your language.

VIRGO (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
You may rediscover your love of SM during mid-August. The full moon brings out 
the servant in you. Don t fight Mother Nature—or your own instincts. Say good­
bye to the old repressed you and hello to the happy whore you knew you could 
become. A Sag is thrilled but not surprised by this transformation.

LIBRA (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)
The full moon joins innovative and controversial Uranus in your house of cre­
ativity on Aug. 15. If you ve been wondering whether to send a bizarre idea 
out into the world, nows the time. Walk away from someone who reminds 
you of a sadistic ex. Walk into the arms of an Aquarius who wants to be your 
friend as well as your lover.

-OB'

My Stars!
YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

8 • PLEASURESCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
It's a passionate time in your life, and it may be hard for you to express all the 
joy and angst thats arising. The full moon falls in your home sector on Aug. 15, 
so make sure all is well in su casa. A Gemini can help you to work out an issue 
that's been plaguing you since childhood. It's about time, slowpoke!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
You need to treat yourself better, darling. This cycle is all about forgiving 
yourself. When you can do that, everybody else will forgive you too! Dealing 
with old pain helps you to prevent a repetition of said angst. An Aries helps 
you to find your long lost courage.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
Saturn (your ruler) and Jupiter are both hanging out in your house of health and 
body which means that you can finally work through a sensitive physical issue. The 
full moon on Aug. 15 could bring you lots more money, honey. Invest it in a business 
that represents passion and success for you. A Pisces can help you grab the brass ring.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 21 -FEB. 19)
When you stop being such a know-it-all, you become more popular, beloved, 
and a helluva lot more respected for what you do know. Be emotionally gen­
erous for once! Stop talking and start hugging. A Cancer needs some lov­
ing... from you, you idiot!

PISCES (FEB. 20 - MARCH 20)
Pluto goes direct in your career house on Aug. 20, and with this good news 
comes an epiphany about how to make your day job into your dream job. 
Vow to put your unconscious abilities to good use in a more ritualized way. 
Light some loving candles with an Aries.

Jill Dearman is the author of "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer 
Astrology for Women." For information on charts and consultations, call
212-841-0177 or e-mail. OScopestaanLcoro^^..------

 -

24-HOUR SERVICE
6,8 & 10 Passenger Elegant Stretch Limousines • <713)6 86-3337

20% off When You Mention This Ad!

iin\

OCCASIONS

by JILL DEARMAN

** 
*«*

B V 8 I N E 8

FAST CASH

BUY • SELL * CONSIGN 
Highest Prices Paid for 

anything of value!!

713-994-5986 pgr. 
281-391-7515

Antiques, Estates, Furniture, Collectibles, 
Jewelry, Automobiles, and Glassware.

David Wilton 
Attorney at Law

“Working for you. ”

713-529-6984 
www.davidwilton.com

• AUTO • HOME • LIFE • 
LOW COST AUTOS 

LOW COST RENTERS 
MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS 

TONY MAY 
INSURANCE AGENCY 
NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 

713-807-8264

Cremation $430.00
Burials with Metal Casket $995.00 

Traditional Funeral with Metal Casket $1,795.00

“Serving all Faiths with
Compassionate Care ”

7901 Hillcroft 
Houston, Texas 77081

(713) 271-7250

Claire Brothers 
Funeral Home

Professional Services
Call 713-529-8490 

for Directory Ad Sales
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