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All that gay jazz
Gay radio host Dave 

Koz finds his audience 
mirrors all jazz fans.
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and others speak out. Page 14

Bush hints at retreat on
amendment fight
Gay marriage 
opponents buoyed 
by ruling

By JOE CREA

President Bush angered some 
conservative supporters this week 
by hinting that he would not push 
for a constitutional amendment 
banning gay marriage because of 
Senate opposition to the measure. 
In a related development, a judge 
in Florida issued what is believed 
to be the first ruling upholding the 
federal Defense of Marriage Act.

In an interview with the 
Washington Post, Bush said that 
while an amendment is “neces­
sary,” it is unlikely to move for­
ward as long as the federal DOMA 
is deemed constitutional.

Bush avoided the question of 
whether he would be willing to 
spend any political capital to 
advocate for a marriage amend­
ment, adding that “nothing will 
happen” because “senators have 
made it clear” that DOMA is 
“constitutional.”

“I’d take their admonition seri­
ously,” Bush said of senators 
opposed to an amendment.

Within hours of the Washington

KM.

President Bush indicated in a Washington Post interview that he may not push for a con­
stitutional amendment banning gay marriage because the Senate is unlikely to pass it until 
there is a successful legal challenge to DOMA, which a federal judge upheld in a ruling 
Wednesday. (Photo by AP)

Post story hitting the newsstands 
on Jan. 16, the White House dis­
patched key Bush adviser Dan 
Bartlett to the Sunday morning 
talk shows to clarify the president’s 
remarks.

“He was just pointing to the 
legislative realities. That doesn’t 
mean he is not willing to spend 
political capital,” said Bartlett on

Fox News Sunday “He is, he will, 
and he will continue to talk about 
why he thinks it is important that 
we have an amendment. He was 
saying that the DOMA situation, 
the Defense of Marriage Act, 
might be the changing force in the 
United States Senate but that’s

Please see BUSH on Page 6

The election of gay-friendly Democrat Hubert Vo (center) to the Texas House 
of Representatives has been challenged, and observers say the outcome of that 
challenge could be an indication of how partisan the new legislative session is 
likely to be. (Photo by Jon Axford)

Gay activists are 
mobilizing to fight
The battle lines are drawn in Austin, 
where gay marriage amendments 
would limit even civil unions
By ELLA TYLER

Texas State Legislators took a two-week recess after being 
called to order on Jan. 11, but Randall Ellis, executive director of 
the Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby of Texas (LGRL), couldn’t afford 
any days off.

“Even though many members are gone, their staffs are not, 
so it’s a great time to get to know them,” he said. “We are 
always waiting on and looking out for sneak attacks, so the 
more friends we have among the staff, the better. At least some-

Please see LGRL on Page 5

local life 
Raul Guzman opens the 

state's first spa that 
caters to men only.
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dish
Could Madonna have fallen 
in with a religious cult or 
something, Dish wonders.



2 JANUARY 21,2005 www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTON VOICE

Ji Med

Eve Contact

www.lesbianrealestate.com

imagine new you!

Chartermark YOUR FINANCING ALTERNATIVE

www.cmfg-usa.com

• Find Agents Worldwide
• Buy a Home
• Sell a Home
• FREE Relocation Kit

We welcome you to discover 
why we're the Nations#! 
Real Estate Company Serving 
the Gay and Lesbian Community.

LAFONT.

CHRISTIAN DIOR

GUCCI

DOLCE & GABBANA

MODO

MAUI JIM CLASSIC

PAUL FRANK

FACE A FACE

SILHOUETTE

CALVIN KLEIN EYEWEAR

ALAIN MIKLI

BEVEL

OOH LA LA

PRADA

RALPH LAUREN

POLO

HUMPHREYS

OAKLEY

CHANEL

EMPORIO ARMANI

GIORGIO ARMANI

GOLD & WOOD PARIS

FRANCIS KLEIN

The LARGEST DATABASE of
Gay & Gay Friendly 
Realtors on the Planet.

VISIT OUR NEW GALLERIA 
LOCATION AND RECEIVE 

10% OFF 
ON ALL PROCEDURES 

WITH THIS AD

Shepherd Square 
2O>5 Wesrhchner at Shepherd by Randalls 

713.520.6600

Alabama & Yorktown 
713/552-11 12 

713/253-5438 [24/7]
....... . :  . . ..

Gaymortgage oans.com is dedicated to providing gay, lesbian and 
transgender people with assistance in obtaining a mortgage.

Chartermark/Fairfax Mortgage 
the preferred Texas Mortgage company

Fondren & Bissonnet 
713/776-0427 

281/701-8330 [24/7]

QUALITY EYE CARE • DESIGNER EYE WEAR

Dr. Marcus G. Piccolo
Dr. Giroline K. Odette
Dr. Christine A. Ty ler

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 
GLASSES WHILE YOU WAIT 

let us help you look your best!

www. eyeco n t ac t. c o m
MANY INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED 

o

REFRACTIVE SURGERY & LASER VISION CONSULTATIONS

Chartermark Fairfax Mortgage
Dedicated to creating monetary possibilities 
for you, your family or your business.

Our team has the experience and quality relationships 
to offer the best alternative financing that you will find 
anywhere. Think of us as your "go-to" merchant 
banker, with over 100 different funding sources 
providing you the greatest flexibility and opportunity.

Chartermark Fairfax Mortgage
2425 West Loop South • West Loop Plaza • Ste 503 
713.961.9556 or toll free 800.238.3090 fax 713.961.0196 
100% FINANCING

PERMANENT MAKEUP

www.gaymortgageloans.com



HOUSTON VOICE www.houstonvoice.com_____________

I houston news
JANUARY 21, 2005 3

Local church votes to be welcoming and affirming

O MORE INFO

Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church, UCC
1107 Shepherd Dr.
713-861-66770
www.bethelhouston.org

Unifed Church of Christ
www.stillspeaking.com

Church members 
wanted to make a 
statement to those 
who have been shunned 
by other churches
By BINNIE FISHER

A quote by Gracie Allen on a banner 
outside Bethel Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, UCC sums up the philosophy of 
church members who recently voted to 
designate the church a “welcoming and 
affirming congregation.”

The quote is, “Never place a period 
where God has placed a comma.” Bethel 
pastor Rev. Walter McFadden said the 
quote mirrors the thinking of the United 
Church of Christ, a denomination with 
which the church is affiliated.

“God is still speaking,” he said.
McFadden, who was appointed pastor 

of the church at 1107 Shepherd Dr. in 2003, 
said his predecessor had already begun 
talking with members about making an 
affirming statement.

“They weren’t ready at that point,” he 
said. “They’d had very little known expo­
sure to GLBT people.”

During interviews prior to his appoint­
ment, McFadden said, he stressed that he 
supported the church issuing an affirming 
statement if the congregation voted to do so.

Early last year, at the annual meeting of
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The Rev. Walter McFadden stands outside Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church, UCC, a church that over­
whelmingly voted to become an open and affirming congregation. (Photo by Dalton Dehart)

the congregation, McFadden said, it was 
decided that after a year of study on the 
subject, members would bring the matter 
to a vote this January.

Over the last year, he said, speakers were 
invited to the church, and panelists dis­
cussed the various aspects of homosexuality

“We had experts who covered a variety 
of topics,” McFadden said.

Some were from the United Church of 
Christ as well as the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, the Presbyterian Church and 
Metropolitan Community Church.

“We also had licensed professional 
counselors,” he said. “We had a panel dis­
cussion that included the child of a les­
bian, a transgendered person, the parents 
of a gay man and a bisexual person. All 
these people gave their perspective.”

McFadden said most everyone agreed 

that the experience had been a valuable one.
“It was a wonderful process,” he said. 

“We learned so much along the way”
When the year of study was completed 

and the time came to vote on the issue, 
McFadden said he was overwhelmed by the 
results. The congregation had approved the 
measure by a little more than 80 percent.

“I was so happy, it was all I could do to 
control my own emotions,” he said. 
“That’s a clear mandate.”

He admits, making such a statement in a 
time with anti-gay rhetoric seems to float 
about the airwaves freely is something like 
a small voice in a wilderness dominated by 
politicians eager to pass constitutional 
amendments banning gay marriage and by 
religious conservatives eager to help them.

He said something said by a church 
member in one of the study sessions put it 

this way, “He said that all too often the 
church is following what is going on in the 
rest of the world. He said we’re like the 
tail lights on a car.”

He said with the recent vote, Bethel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is “a head­
light congregation.”

Even though the church only recently 
made the affirming statement, McFadden 
said, gays and lesbians have been finding 
their way to its doors. Recently, he said, 
four gay members joined the congregation.

He hopes word will get out that gays and 
lesbians are welcome, and others will visit.

“I hope they find what others have 
found,” he said.

McFadden said the statement made by 
the congregation goes beyond the fact that 
gays are now welcome.

“The whole point is to explore how we 
can best live out the Gospel’s values in our 
day-to-day lives,” he said. “Our congregation 
was searching for how to respond in the 21st 
Century to those who are disenfranchised.”

The vote of a congregation that two 
years ago was not ready is, McFadden 
said, “evidence that God is still speaking. 
We’re here for all people.”

Funding cut impacts HIV testing at Montrose
Only those clients who 
fall into high-risk 
categories will be 
eligible for free tests
By BINNIE FISHER

The news that funding cuts at the city 
would impact free HIV testing at the 
Montrose Clinic came as a painful blow to 
staff members at the facility who have 
already weathered previous cuts.

The clinic issued a statement indicat­
ing that as of Jan. 1, 2005, free testing 
would no longer be offered to all clients.

Eric Roland, director of education for 
the clinic, said the cut translates to 
$138,000 out of $345,000 that was expected 
from the City of Houston’s Health and 
Human Services Department.

ft MORE INFO
Montrose Clinic
713-830-3000
www.montroseclinic.org

He said word from the city is that funds 
are being reallocated.

“What it means to us is that we will 
have to become selective about who gets 
free tests,” Roland said.

In addition to monetary cuts, Roland 
said the city has “restricted us to certain 
populations that are at highest risk.”

At a facility that has a client base of 
high-risk patients, Roland said, staff at 
the clinic will have to pick and choose.

“We’ll now have to screen people to find 
out what category they fit into,” he said.

That means asking new clients to fill 
out a questionnaire that contains new 
screening questions.

“They’ll fill out the questionnaire as 
they normally do, and we’ll see if they 
quality for free testing,” he said.

If they don’t quality, Roland said, 
clients will be offered two options. They 
can get a basic HIV test for $30 with results 
back in five working days. For $60, they 
can get the OraQuick test with results in 
20 minutes.

Roland said although $30 doesn’t sound 
like a fortune, it may be to someone who 
has traveled across the city on a bus and 
who may not fall into a high-risk category.

“Most people have not minded paying 
the increased amount, but this is very dif-

Because of cuts at the city, Montrose Clinic Director 
of Education Eric Roland said the clinic will not be 
able to offer free HIV testing to everyone who walks 
in the door.

ficult for us,” he said.
Roland said the clinic’s client base 

tends to be about 50 percent gay men and 
50 percent non-gay even though, “We have 
the reputation of being the big gay clinic. 
We serve a great array of people.”

He said there is a reason non-gay 
clients come to the Montrose Clinic.

“A lot of people have come to depend on 
the Montrose Clinic for non-judgmental 

and confidential testing,” he said. “Now 
some of those people are walking in the 
door, and we’re telling them they have to 
pay for testing.”

Off-site testing still free
A testing site since 1985, the Montrose 

Clinic takes its tests on the road and offers 
HTV testing in bars, gay bookstores and bath­
houses. Roland said those outside testing 
locations will continue to offer free HTV tests.

He said gay men are among the at-risk 
populations covered by the new guidelines.

“The Centers for Disease Control rec­
ommends gay and bisexual men get tested 
at least once a year,” Roland said. “They 
should get tested more frequently if they 
are having multiple partners or having 
unprotected sex.”

In addition, he said, anyone with a sex­
ually transmitted disease such as syphilis 
should be tested for HIV

“If someone thinks they may be at high 
risk, then they need to be tested,” he said. 
“We don’t want anyone to put off testing. 
Don’t delay testing. It’s just not worth it.”

With early detection and treatment, he 
said, HIV is a manageable disease.

For those who don’t fall into the free test­
ing categories, Roland said, “Montrose Clinic 
is working toward finding a solution.”
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Gays and lesbians are prone to depression for a reason
Physician said gays 
become depressed from 
a feeling of rejection by 
family and church
By JIM NULL

Few would argue that depression exists 
among gays, lesbians and transgendered 
persons at a far higher incidence than in 
the public at large.

The reasons are obvious: a feeling of 
disappointment to family and often rejec­
tion by family and church (and sometimes 
even self), ridicule, harassment, self-hate, 
discrimination, etc. Related to the higher 
incidence of depression is a higher rate of 
suicide, particularly among teens.

At a recent monthly meeting of Parents, 
Families & Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(PFLAG) Houston, Dr. Stuart Shapiro, a 
local family practitioner, discussed the 
basics of depression to about 60 attendees.

ft MORE info
Resources for coping with depression
Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston 
713-529-3211
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Dr. Stuart Shapiro talked about depression at a 
recent meeting of PFLAG. (Photo by Jim Null)

He said it is first important to note that 
depression is not a temporary bad mood, 
feeling sad, insanity, psychosis, schizo­
phrenia, being “crazy,” or what is called 
“dysthymia” among medical profession­
als. Lay people would be more likely to call 
it a chronic bad mood.

Shapiro said depression is a specific syn­
drome, or collection of related symptoms; it 
is common, appearing in about 20 percent of 
the adult population; it is more frequent in 
females (15-25 percent) than in males (5-12 

percent); it occurs more often in older and 
single people; it is often the result of a chem­
ical imbalance in the brain, which is why it 
often responds well to medical treatment.

Depression, Shapiro said, may result in 
“anger turned inward,” explaining why 
those who are depressed often have a feel­
ing of worthlessness and self-loathing.

The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 
(DSM) definition is more precise. It asserts 
that depression is indicated when it lasts 
more than two weeks and results in a daily 
depressed mood or in a loss of pleasure.

Additionally, Shapiro said, depressed 
persons would meet four of seven criteria, 
including, weight change, sleep distur­
bance, fatigue, physical agitation or retar­
dation, a feeling of worthlessness or guilt, 
an inability to concentrate, and the har­
boring of suicidal thoughts.

Brought on by 'life events'
Shapiro said that depression is often 

brought on by “life events,” such as divorce, 
the breaking up of a relationship, financial 
upheaval, loss of a loved one, stress, etc. 
Other major precipitating factors are med­
ical conditions and hormonal changes.

The symptoms of depression are 
summed up for medical students in the 
phrase, “SIG E CAPS,” meaning, sleep prob­
lems, loss interest, guilt, loss of energy 
inability to concentrate, appetite change, 
psychomotor change and suicidal thinking.

He said friends and relatives should 

take quick action.
“They must convince the individual to 

get professional help, either medical treat­
ment or psychotherapy or both,” he said.

In some cases, Shapiro said, hospital­
ization may be needed.

He said he tells families and friends 
that, “They should encourage the person 
to exercise regularly or engage in some 
physical activity. They should help to get 
the individual personally involved in 
some program of interest.”

If a physician prescribes drugs, 
Shapiro said families, “must assure that 
medications are taken regularly”

Too often, he said, people with depres­
sion will throw out medications.

Families and friends have to be diligent 
he said, because “The number (of pills) 
left in the bottle is not a good indicator of 
how many have been taken.”

More often than not, he said, it is up to 
those who are closest to make certain that 
medical and counseling appointments are 
being kept. It could mean driving the 
depressed person to appointments, he said.

Shapiro cautioned that a person who is 
depressed should not overindulge in alco­
hol, use drugs that are not prescribed by 
their physician or make important deci­
sions without getting input from family 
and friends.

“A depressed person simply does not 
think logically, and poor decisions are 
common,” he said.
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LGRL is gearing up for 
legislative battles
LGRL continued from Page 1

one might warn us.”
LGRL just completed a “Power 

Summit” in Austin with representatives of 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
last weekend to train activists in the 
fundraising and field work that will be 
needed to defeat upcoming attempts to ban 
gay marriage in the state constitution.

“About 100 people attended the three- 
day workshop, including nearly 50 from 
Texas,” Ellis said. “Several people from 
Houston, including Equality Knocks 
organizer Tammi Wallace, were here.”

Ellis said it is too early to predict the 
fate of the bills that would amend the 
Texas Constitution to prohibit gay mar­
riage. “The bills have not been assigned to 
a committee, and, even if they had been, 
committee assignments have not been 
made yet,” he explained.

Two bills are on the landscape. House 
Joint Resolution 6, introduced by 
Republican Rep. Warren Chisum, states, 
“Marriage in this state shall consist only 
of the union of one man and one woman.”

Ellis added, “HJR 19, by Robert Talton of 
Pasadena, defines marriage the same way 
but adds, ‘Legal status for unmarried persons 
which is identical or substantially similar to 
marital status shall not be valid or recog­
nized.’ My initial feeling is that the Chisum 
bill will go forward, but with amendments.”

Once a bill to amend the Texas 
Constitution passes the legislature by a two- 
thirds vote, it goes to the voters for approval.

When asked if House Speaker Tom 
Craddick has given any indication about 
what he will do about the bills, Ellis 
replied, “We do know that the speaker has 
said that there are enough votes to pass a 
bill. However, we do not think that these 
bills have the same priority as the Defense 
of Marriage Act did.”

Ellis said observers are closely watch­
ing the controversy that surrounds the 
election of Hubert Vo to the State House of 
Representatives over 11-term incumbent, 
Republican Talmadge Heflin.

Vo won by 33 votes, and Heflin has 
launched a challenge. Vo was seated, but 
the Heflin challenge is scheduled to be 
heard Jan. 27 by the nine-member Select 
Committee on Election Contest, which 
includes five Republicans and four 
Democrats.

Although he said he is optimistic about 
the new session, Ellis added, “A lot of how 
the session goes depends on how partisan

O MORE INFO
Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby of Texas 
www.lgrl.org
Texas House of Representatives
www.house.state.tx.us
Texas Senate
www.senate.state.tx.us

Randall Ellis, executive director of the Lesbian Gay 
Rights Lobby of Texas, said he is optimistic even 
though two bills to ban gay marriage have been intro­
duced in the Texas Legislature. (Photo by Jim Null)
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it is going to be. Right now everyone is call­
ing for bi-partisanship, but the election 
trial makes it difficult. The first real test of 
bi-partisanship is the vote on the chal­
lenge to Hubert Vo’s election. He’s been a 
friend to the community”

A large crowd attended a recent Houston 
rally in support of Vo, and among those in 
attendance were several Texas legislators 
and outgoing U.S. Rep. Chris Bell.

If Vo does not survive the challenge, 
Ellis said, gays and lesbians will have lost 
a friend in the Texas House.

In spite of the proposed constitutional 
amendments, Ellis said, there are efforts to 
make progress for gay issues this session.

“We had a press conference last week to 
announce the filing of House Bill 376, the 
Dignity for All Students Act. The bill says 
public schools and their employees may 
not discriminate against a student on 
account of the ethnicity, color, gender, gen­
der identity, sexual preference, disability, 
religion, or national origin of the student 
or the student’s parent.”

The Houston Independent School dis­
trict has a similar policy, Ellis said, and 
noted that the sponsors are 
Representatives Garnet Coleman and 
Jessica Farrar, both from Houston, and 
Rafael Anchia, from the Valley

The companion bill, Senate Bill 201, is 
sponsored by Senator Mario Gallegos, Jr., 
also from Houston. Ellis reported that two 
other Houston area senators are gay- 
friendly as well. “Senator Gallegos and 
Rodney Ellis (not a relative) and John 
Whitmire are all good friends to the com­
munity,” he said

A bill to protect gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender workers will be filed 
soon, Ellis said.

If events conducted around the opening 
of a legislative session are an indicator, Ellis 
said, “We had a nice reception the opening 
night of the session. Some members came 
by and we had a good crowd of supporters.”
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Plaintiffs in marriage case vow appeal to Supreme Court
BUSH, continued from Page 1

not going to change his views or change 
his desire to help persuade people to make 
that decision today.”

Last July, the Senate voted 50-48 against 
bringing the Federal Marriage 
Amendment up for a direct vote. And the 
FMA was defeated last September in the 
U.S. House of Representatives after propo­
nents failed to garner a two-thirds majori­
ty in favor of the amendment.

Some have suggested that Bush’s 
refusal to say whether or not he will 
strongly push for an amendment contra­
dicts a campaign promise to social conser­
vatives that he would be a leader in the 
effort to ban same-sex marriage.

Tony Perkins, president of the conser­
vative Family Research Council, said in a 
statement that the “moral values” voters 
who backed Bush on Nov. 2 are demanding 
presidential leadership on the issue.

“Freshly equipped with the demands of 
the American people, the president should 
lead the United States Senate in moving 
ahead to check the pending judicial 
assault on marriage,” Perkins said.

“While Social Security and tort 
reform are important initiatives, there 
was far less outcry for reform of these 
laws from the American public. No 
doubt there are many in the Senate, 
even within the president’s own party 
who oppose such policy initiatives; how­
ever, there is no evidence such indiffer­
ence or opposition is deterring the pres­
ident from including them in his second 
term agenda. He should have at least the 
same resolve if not more to protect the 
institution of marriage.”

Conflicting messages?
Gay Republican activist Carl Schmid 

said the president’s words, not Bartlett’s, 
matter the most and that it is important 
for those opposed to a constitutional 
amendment to “seize on this opportunity.”

“I know the right wing will be going very 
public with this and it’s really important that 
people who are opposed to the amendment 
seize on this moment,” Schmid said. “I know 
there’s some confusion on the messages com- 
ing out of the White House, but the only thing 
that really counts is what the president says. If 
it comes up again for a vote, we can now use 
the president’s words to help defeat it again.”

But Winnie Stachelberg, political direc­
tor of the Human Rights Campaign, said 
the statements from Bush and Bartlett, 
“sadly, might be another example of Bush 
saying one thing and doing another.”

“What strikes me as most troubling is 
that the president doesn’t backtrack on 
anything in his agenda but this,” 
Stachelberg said. “He continues to play pol­
itics with the lives of gay and lesbian fami­
lies. We have to continue to remind our 
community and others that when it comes 
to GLBT issues, this is a president who says 
one thing and does another and backtracks 
when it comes to our lives.”

Chris Barron, political director for the 
Log Cabin Republicans, a gay partisan
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Conservative activist Tony Perkins reacted quickly to President Bush's declaration that it is unlikely Congress 
will approve a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage anytime soon. (AP photo)

group, said Bush’s recognition of the leg­
islative realities surrounding an amend­
ment banning gay marriage offers hope 
that Bush’s second term will focus on more 
pressing issues, such as reform of Social 
Security, immigration and the tax system.

Fla. judge upholds D0MA
In a related development, a federal 

judge in Florida on Wednesday upheld 
DOMA, dismissing a lawsuit by two 
women seeking to have their 
Massachusetts marriage recognized there, 
according to the Associated Press.

Attorneys for conservative groups 
hailed the ruling by U.S. District Judge 
James S. Moody as an important victory, 
but the plaintiffs promised to appeal.

“This is a legal shot heard ’round the 
world,” said attorney Ellis Rubin, who filed 
the lawsuit on the women’s behalf. “But we 
are not giving up.... This case is going to be 
resolved in the U.S. Supreme Court and I 
have said that since the day I filed it.”

Although several federal cases are chal­
lenging the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act, 
attorneys said Wednesday’s ruling was the 
first by a federal judge on a direct chal­
lenge to the law.

MORE INFO
Excerpts from the Washington Post's Jan. 16 
interview with President Bush:

Post Do you plan to expend any political capi­
tal to aggressively lobby senators for a gay 
marriage amendment?
President Bush: You know, I think that the sit­
uation in the last session — well, first of all, I 
do believe it's necessary; many in the Senate 
didn't, because they believe DOMA [the 
Defense of Marriage Act] will — is in place, 
but — they know DOMA is in place, and 
they're waiting to see whether or not DOMA 
will withstand a constitutional challenge.
Post Do you plan on trying to — using the White 
House, using the bully pulpit, and trying to — 
Busk The point is, is that senators have made it clear 
that so long as DOMA is deemed constitutional, noth­
ing will happen. I'd take their admonition seriously. 
Post But until that changes, you want it?
Bush: Well, until that changes, nothing will hap­
pen in the Senate. Do you see what I'm saying? 
Post Right.
Bush: The logic.

The plaintiffs, Nancy Wilson and Paula 
Schoenwether, a couple for 27 years who 
live in Tampa, were married in 
Massachusetts in July. They wanted their 
union recognized in Florida, where state 
law specifically bans same-sex marriages.

The women argued that the Defense of 
Marriage Act was unconstitutional because 
it was discriminatory on the basis of sex 
and violated their fundamental rights.

Moody disagreed, saying the law was 
not discriminatory because it treats men 
and women equally and that the govern­
ment met its burden of stating a legiti­
mate interest for allowing marriages to 
exist only between men and women.

The Associated Press contributed to this story.

Study: Most pro-gay lawmakers won races
Ninety-four percent of lawmakers who 

voted against state constitutional amend­
ments or laws to ban same-sex marriage 
won re-election to state legislatures in the 
November election, according to a report 
released this week by the Human Rights 
Campaign and the Equality Federation, 
which represents statewide gay rights 
groups.

The 15-page report shows that out of 
620 state legislators who voted against 
anti-gay marriage related bills in 28 
states, 604 won reelection. The report says 
that a vote against an anti-gay marriage 
bill became a factor in only 11 of the 36 
races where one of these legislators lost. 
Unrelated issues were attributed to the 
loss of 25 of the legislators who voted 
against an anti-gay marriage measure, 
according to the report.

“This study is a reminder that people 
who support equality for all families and

couples are also moral values voters,” said 
Toni Broaddus, executive director of the 
Equality Federation. “As the debate about 
how to protect all families continues in 
the states, legislators would be wise to 
keep this lesson in mind.”

The report shows that a total of 881 leg­
islators in the 22 states examined cast 
votes against proposed bills, constitution­
al amendments or resolutions that called 
for banning same-sex couples from marry­
ing or receiving some form of legal rights 
as couples. Out of those 881 lawmakers, 
640 were up for re-election in 2004, the 
report says.

The report shows that more than 90 
percent of legislators who voted against 
the anti-gay measures won in all regions 
of the country, including the South and in 
rural as well as urban areas.

The report did not provide the number 
of lawmakers in those same 22 states who

voted for anti-gay marriage measures and 
it did not disclose how many in that group 
won re-election. Seth Kilbourn, HRC’s 
field director, said the HRC and Equality 
Federation staff members who prepared 
the report identified the number of law­
makers who voted for the anti-gay meas­
ures but did not attempt to determine how 
many of them won re-election. He said he 
did not have the figure for the lawmakers 
who voted for the anti-gay measures in the 
22 states at press time but believed the fig­
ure to be between 1,200 to 1,500 lawmakers.

Kilbourn said the goal of the two groups 
was to “debunk” claims by opponents of 
gay rights that a vote for same-sex marriage 
would lead to an almost certain loss at the 
polls at the next scheduled election.

A copy of the report was expected to be 
placed on the HRC Web site, www.hrc.org.

LOU CHIBBARO JR.
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OUT AT TUTS - February 2 
Are you a musical theatre lover? Would you like to 
mingle with the cast of "ANYTHING GOES" a»d 
listen to some fabulous cabaret music? Then, Out At TUTS is for you. After the 
performance join your GLBT friends at Artista Restaurant in the Hobby Center. 
You'll enjoy complimentary hors d'oeuvres and drinks at Happy Hour prices. 
Now THAT's a "night on the town"! Sponsored by OutySmart
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713.558.TUTS www.tuts.com

Groups enjoy special discounts. Call 713.558.8888.
Audio Described Performance: Sunday, Feb. 6 at 2:00 pm 
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By Matthew Forke
More Popular Than Ever, Spa 
Treatments Promise Rest and 
Rejuvenation Amid Hectic 
Daily Schedules

Detoxifying marine algae body 
wraps. Alpha-lipoic facials. 
Cranio-sacral massage. Visit a 
local day spa, and you'll likely 
need an interpreter to understand 
which mud, creme, massage or 
seaweed will best soothe those 
bundles of raw nerves.

Sound bizarre? It's actually very

logical. Today's spa industry is 
simply responding to the stressful 
and high-pressure times we live 
in. As life's daily demands esca­
late, the measures required to 
escape it all have also become 
more extreme.

In her recent article, "The Spa- 
ification of America," The New 
York Times writer Kate Zernike 
examines this growing trend. 
"It's not enough to go on a sim­
ple vacation anymore," 
observes Zernike. "Now, peo­
ple seem to need to elevate 
their vacation experience into 
something more meaningful, 
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spa1107.com

your FULL SERVICE SPA
for men and women
j4n o-asis atinduce nee in the heart of d/lrmtro-se!

1107 Van Buren • Houston Texas
713.807.1107

where they will come back a 
changed, detoxed, perhaps 
even a more spiritual person."

Personally, I would pay hand­
somely for a treatment that will 
teleport me back to 1976, when 
there were no such things as 
blackberries, email, laptops or 
cell phones.

But, until that day arrives, 
we'll just have to make do 
with the treatments found at 
destination spas such as 
Canyon Ranch and Miraval or 
at many major metropolitan 
hotel spas including The Four 
Seasons, The Mandarin 
Oriental or The Ritz Carlton. 
Whether you're looking for an 
extended vacation or a relax­
ing afternoon, here's a brief 
guide to some popular and 
unusual treatments available.

Newly Popular 
Treatments
Many spas offer trendier, 
more cutting-edge treatments. 
"Right now, the Oxygen Facial 
Therapy treatment is one of our 
most popular," said Rick Raines, 
Spa Salon Director of George at 
The Four Seasons Hotel in 
Georgetown. "Everyone in 
Hollywood is getting them."

Oxygen Facial Therapy: This 
treatment can reduce the effects 
of aging by nourishing the skin 
with essential vitamins, minerals, 
amino acids, enzymes, and of 
course, the oxygen molecule, all 
of which are propelled deep into 
the skin, pore by pore. The oxy­
gen facial firms, moisturizes, pro­
tects and heals.

Air Brush Tanning: This 
method of applying a tanning 
solution to the skin uses an air 
compressor and a brush to dis­
tribute the spray. Air brush tan­
ning is safer than tanning beds 
and provides a more even tone 
than booth mist tanning.

Mud Therapy and Wraps 
Fango Treatment (Mud 
Therapy): Used in treatments, a 
highly mineralized mud may be 
mixed with oil or water and 
applied over the body as a heat 
pack to detoxify, stimulate the cir­
culation and relieve muscular and 
arthritic pain.

Sometimes only an area such as 
a shoulder is covered. Otherwise 
the whole body is dipped or cov­
ered. "Parafango" is similar, 
using mud mixed with paraffin. 
This treatment relaxes the body, 
alleviates sore muscles, and soft­
ens the skin. Fango creates an 
all-encompassing, gooey warmth 
and works like a poultice, soften­
ing the skin.

Natural ingredients, such as peat 
moss and sea kelp, often are 
mixed into the mud to help 
contain the warmth and 
increase mineral content.

Aromatherapy: An ancient 
healing art dating back to 4500 
B. C., Aromatherapy usually 
refers to treatments such as 
massage, facials, body wraps or 
hydro baths with the application 
of essential oils from plants, 
leaves, bark, roots, seeds, 
resins and flowers. These oils 
are used to treat emotional dis­
orders, organ dysfunction, and 
skin problems through a variety 
of internal and external applica­
tion techniques.

Plants and flowers from 
which these oils are extracted include 
rosemary, lavender, roses, 
chamomile, eucalyptus and pine.

Seaweed Body Wrap: Similar 
to herbal wraps combined with 
heat packs, using sea water and 
seaweed with a balance of the 
ocean's nutrients; minerals, rare 
trace elements, vitamins and 
proteins, which are soaked into 
the blood stream, to revitalize 
skin and body.

Herbal Wrap (hot and cold): 
The body is wrapped in warm 
linen or cotton sheets which 
have been steeped like tea bags 
in a variety of aromatic herbs, 
then covered with blankets or 
towels, preventing the moist 
heat from escaping. Additionally, 
a cool compress is applied to 
the forehead. Herbal wraps 
help relax the muscles, soothe 
soreness and soften skin.

For more information on spa 
treatments, or to find a spa 
locally or abroad, visit the 
International Spa 
Association's website at 
www.experienceispa.com.
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From Monterrey to Metro Spa
Always a trailblazer, 
Raul Guzman has 
opened the state's first 
spa exclusively for men.
By JOHNNY HOOKS

Sitting at 2606 Grant Street across 
from Baba Yega’s restaurant is the 
recently opened Metro His Spa, the first 
full-service spa for men only in the state 
of Texas.

It’s the creation of owner Raul 
Guzman, known to Houstonians for his 
successful massage business “Massage 
by Raul.”

“You know I have some friends at City 
Hall, and they are just thrilled that 
Houston beat out Dallas in opening the 
state’s first full-service spa exclusively 
for men,” says Guzman. “It seems when 
the world thinks of Dallas, they think of 
fashion and trend setting, where Houston 
is a hick town. Well not this time. Metro 
beat them to the punch. I love it.”

Guzman set about creating a place for 
men to pamper themselves, as he 
describes it, “A place for all men, not just 
straight men and not a ‘gay spa.’ a place 
where men could come and get their eye­
brows done, painlessly I might add, a 
place where they could get a pedicure and 
not be sitting in a strip mall window, sur­
rounded by women.”

Guzman says the spa has an all male staff.
“The clients’ care and comfort is my 

main concern,” he says. “I like to tell the 
women in their lives, or partners, at least 
you know he’s not out drinking and 
carousing, he’s pampering himself here at 
Metro. And many of them say back to me, 
Tm so glad, I’ve been trying to get him to 
wax his back, or his brows forever.’”

Raul Guzman was born in Monterrey, 
Mexico on June 24, 1951 and moved to 
Houston two years later. His parents still 
live in the home they moved into then, off 
of Ella Boulevard right around the cor­
ner from Resurrection MCG Church.

Guzman attended Saint Claire 
Elementary and Hamilton Junior High in 
the Heights. After a semester at Reagan 
High School, he transferred to Waltrip 
High School. He excelled in school, win­
ning honors and was head cheerleader.

A dance with Swayze
“One of my claims to fame is I was in 

the school production of ‘West* Side 
Story’ with a young Patrick Swayze” he 
says with a smile and a twinkle in his 
bright eyes. He also was a featured 
dancer on ‘The Larry Kane Show’ the 
local equivalent to “American
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Born in Monterrey, Mexico, Raul Guzman seems to always be on the cutting edge. (Photo by Dalton Dehart)

Bandstand.” He shared his parents with 
siblings Glenda, Ruth and Ricky. Sadly 
his sister Ruth was murdered in 1988.

In the 1970’s Guzman hit the Montrose 
while attending St. Thomas University. 
He knew at an early age that he was gay 
but didn’t know what to call it.

“I was conflicted between my spiritual 
upbringing and my sexuality,” he says. “I 
was engaged to two different women and 
nearly had children with them both.”

He was in his early 20s when he decid­
ed something had to give. At that time, in 
the mid seventies, Guzman was working 
in the airline industry and traveling all 
over the world, experimenting with men 
along the way.

“I knew I was a good person and 
believed God created me as I am,” he says.

It was in 1976 that he met his first part­
ner, Glenn, and had what he calls a “very 
1970’s relationship.” He also became 

interested in reincarnation and matters 
of the spirit that still resonate strongly 
with him today.

In 1985, Glenn was murdered while 
attending his grandfather’s funeral. 
Guzman recalls, “I wasn’t able to go with 
him because I was working; it was need­
less to say very difficult.”

He credits his faith with helping him 
through, believing God wouldn’t give him 
more than he could handle and that when 
one door closes, another one opens.

In 1986, he met his current partner, 
Artie Hibbert, who lives in Dallas and 
works in the fashion industry. In 1980 
they ended up buying the circa 1914 
house at 2606 Grant where Metro is locat­
ed, remodeling it over the next decade.

Innovation comes naturally for 
Guzman. He pioneered a type of travel 
agency called ‘implant travel” after he 
left the airline industry, where he was the

O RAUL GUZMAN

Age: 54
Birthplace: Monterrey, Mexico
Home: Houston
Relationship status: Partnered
Education: Multiple therapy certifications.
Marketing degree from St. Thomas
University.
Occupation: Owner of Metro His Spa
Kids: None
Pets: 2 dogs, Noel and Chandler.

Raul Guzman is one of only a few therapist licensed 
to perform massage cupping.
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first trilingual gate agent at Braniff.
Now with Metro His Spa, he is at the 

forefront again. The spa uses Phytomer 
products exclusively, an ocean-based 
product line.

“The composition of seawater is so 
close to our own blood that countries that 
ran out of blood during the second world 
war used it for transfusions,” he says. 
“We are one of only five spas in Houston 
that have it.”

Always the trailblazer, Guzman is one 
of only two therapists in Houston certi­
fied to perform massage cupping. The art 
of cupping dates back to the Orient, 300 
B.C., and involves quickly heating glass 
cups and applying them to the back.

The cups create a suction that draws 
the skin up into the cups, thereby pulling 
the skin away from the muscle, drawing 
out the impurities and allowing for maxi­
mum blood flow.

“I had shoulder pain for several years 
that no amount of kneading could allevi­
ate. My instructor performed the cupping 
on me and the next day the pain was 
gone, and has never returned,” he says.
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APPOINTMENTS

The cast of Anything Goes' at Theatre Under the Stars 
showed up recently to sing a few songs at Meteor.

Artists Troy Broussard (left) Michael Anderson (right) were joined by Skip Mercier and Roy Maddox at 
the recent opening of their show at Lowell Collins Gallery.

SATURDAY JAN. 22
Reservations are due for the Feb. 5 celebration of 
the 20th Anniversary of the Houston Outdoor 
Group (HOGS) at Baba Yega Restaurant. The group 
asks that all former members and those interested 
in joining the group participate in the celebration. 
The group first met in 1984 to form a social group 
of gays, lesbians and gay-friendly persons who 
enjoy being outdoors. The first event was a camp­
ing trip to Lost Maples State Park. Activities in 
2005 include trips to Perdernales Falls State Park 
in March, Enchanted Rock in April, Lost Maples 
State Park in November and a rafting trip on the 
Guadalupe River in June. 713-KAMP-0UT.

FRIDAY JAN. 21
"Il Trovatore" opens at Houston Grand Opera and 
runs through Feb. 5. The opera about the vengence 
of a gypsy woman stars American soprano Sondra 

' Radvanvosky and Italian tenor Marcello Giordan.
713-228-6737 or www.houstongrandopera.org.

Director Judy Reeves (right) joined the cast of Theatre Suburbia's 'The Eighth Order' for a photo.

'TS

t U''

A

Four authors who together write under the pseudonym of Timothy Beck were in town for a book signing.

Shawn Thomas and Don Gill spoke during 'A Helping Hand, a fundraiser for Resurrection Metropolitan 
Community Church.
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Houston City Controller Annise Parker (center) spoke recently at a meeting of the Executive and 
Professional Association of Houston.
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THURSDAY JAN. 27
Conversations at the CFA this month features 
"HIV & Your Heart," presented by Dr. Steven 
Pounders, medical director at the Nelson-Tebedo 
Clinic and attending professor at Baylor University 
Medical Center Hospital. The discussion is from 6- 
8 p.m. at the Center for AIDS, 1407 Hawthorne. 
RSVP to Bernie Vazquez, 713-527-8219 or 
bernie@centerforaids.org
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Cole Porter's "Anything Goes" opens tonight at 
Theatre Under the Stars and runs through Feb. 13. 
Out at TUTS night is Feb. 6. 713-558-8887 or 
www.tuts.com.
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“If the Supreme Court says that you have the 
right to consensual sex within your home, 
then you have the right to bigamy, you have 
the right to polygamy, you have the right to 
incest, you have the right to adultery. You 
have the right to anything.”
- Sen. Rick Santorum (R-PA), 
Associated Press, April 12, 2003

“If a person wants to be publicly 
gay, they should not be teaching 
in the public schools.”
- Sen. Jim DeMint (R-SC),
The Post and Courier, 
October 4, 2004

“Marriage has traditionally 
been between a man and a 
woman. ... We don’t need a 
few judges trying to redefine 
marriage.
- Rep. Mike McIntyre 
(D-NC), The Robesonian, 
March 3, 2004

“Lesbianism is so rampant 
in some of the schools in 
southeast Oklahoma that 
they’ll only let one girl go to 
the bathroom. Now think 
about it. Think about that 
issue. How is it that that’s 
happened to us?”
- Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK), 
Associated Press, 
October 11, 2004

The anti-GLBT extremists are only getting more aggressive. And so is the Human Rights 
Campaign. Like never before, we’re going to take them on in the media, in the courts, 
in the states and in Washington, DC. Don’t let discrimination be the last word.

We are ready. Are you? Join us.
Working for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender equal rights. | 202/628-4160 | www.hrc.org

HUMAN
RIGHTS
CAMPAIGN®
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Another day 
in court
Sooner or later, Floridas anti-gay adoption

law will get another day in court. Unfortunately, 

the children will only get one chance.
By MUBARIK DAHIR

TEVEN LOFTON AND 
Roger Croteau took in two 
HIV-positive infants in 1988. 
As foster parents, they 
raised the children as if 
they were their own.

In fact, the two men, who 
have now been together 20 years, were 
given an award by the state of Florida for 
their model efforts as foster parents.

Neither of the men has ever had a his­
tory of drug abuse or child molestation 
or criminal violence. The state of Florida 
allows people with such backgrounds to 
become adoptive parents.

But it won’t allow Lofton and Croteau 
to adopt the children, who have never 
known any other home, simply because 
the two men are a gay couple.

The same goes for Wayne LaRue Smith 
and Daniel Skahen, a happily partnered 
gay couple who have been together 11 
years, and who wanted to adopt a child put 
in their custody by the state of Florida.

Ditto for Douglas Houghton Jr, a criti­
cal care nurse who has been the defacto 
parent, if not the legal one, for 9 of the 13 
years of the boy’s life in his care.

These men were part of a group of 
would-be gay parents who filed a court 
case challenging the constitutionality of 
Florida’s anti-gay adoption law.

On Jan. 10, their hopes of becoming 
the legal parents of the children they love 
and care for were dashed when the 
United States Supreme Court issued a 
one-line statement refusing to hear an 
appeal of their case.

As is usual in such circumstances, the 
court did not say why it chose not to take 
on the case.

In declining to hear the appeal, the 
Supreme Court let stand an earlier 11th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruling, out 
of Atlanta, that let the prejudicial Florida 
law stand. That ruling survived re-hear- 
ing on that appeals court by a 6 to 6 vote.

FLORIDA IS THE ONLY STATE WITH 
a law that expressly prohibits individual

gay men and lesbians from becoming 
adoptive parents, although two other 
states do have restrictions: Mississippi 
prohibits gay couples from adopting.

And Utah does not allow unmarried, 
cohabitating partners, gay or straight, to 
adopt, which effectively, if not overtly, 
eliminates the chances of any gay couple 
there from adopting children.

Six states specifically allow gays to adopt: 
California, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
New York, Pennsylvania and Vermont. So 
does the District of Columbia.

Florida’s antiquated anti-gay adoption 
law is a relic from 1977, when former 
orange juice queen Anita Bryant was at 
the height of her anti-gay rampage.

“Common sense and human history 
underscore the fact that children need a 
mother and a father,” said Mathew Staver 
in a statement issued to the press follow­
ing the Supreme Court’s announcement.

Staver is president of the Orlando-based 
Liberty Counsel, a conservative, religious 
organization that is active in anti-gay 
court challenges around the country

Ironically, the anti-gay adoption law 
guarantees that hundreds, possibly thou­
sands, of Florida children will get neither.

According to the Child Welfare League 
of America, more than 8,000 children in 
Florida are awaiting adoption. 
Nationwide, that number is 126,000, the 
group says.

Virtually every mainstream, independ­
ent psychological, psychiatric and child 
welfare group has come out in favor of 
allowing gays and lesbians to adopt.

Scientific studies have shown that chil­
dren with gay or lesbian parents are no 
more likely to turn out to be gay them­
selves than are children of heterosexual 
parents. Research has also shown that the 
children of gay and lesbian parents are 
as well-adjusted as the children of hetero­
sexual parents.

Indeed, some research suggests there is 
even a slight advantage to having two les­
bian parents: children in such a family do 
slightly better in learning and developmen­
tal tests. Some researchers have hypothe­
sized that this is due to the attention that

comes only from having two mothers.
Certainly, most gay and lesbian parents 

have a particular appreciation for raising 
kids, because so many gay people who have 
children have had to, at one time or another, 
fight for their rights to be parents in ways 
that most heterosexuals take for granted.

FOR FLORIDA GAYS WANTING TO BE 
parents, that fight must continue. Gay 
rights activists in the state say they will 
now turn their attention to the state legis­
lature, in an effort to educate lawmakers 
to repeal the statute.

But the impact of the Supreme Court’s 
decision not to hear the case doesn’t stop 
at the Florida borders. If right-wing 
groups get their way, it could have an 
impact across the country.

Emboldened by this current legal victo­
ry, as well as by the successes of anti-gay 
marriage amendments in 11 states in the 
November elections, some conservative 
leaders, such as the Liberty Counsel’s 
Staver, are calling on other states to enact 
their own anti-gay adoption laws.

But neither right wingers nor gay 
rights activists should read too much into 
the Supreme Court’s decision not to hear 
the Florida adoption case.

In truth, it isn’t a commentary one 
way or the other on whether or not the 
Supreme Court agrees with the constitu­
tionality of the law.

The reality is that the Supreme Court 
is petitioned to hear thousands of appeals 
each year. It can only wade through a tiny 
fraction of those cases.

The court also has an unwritten but 
long-standing practice of spacing out over 
many years the kinds of cases that deal 
with huge social issues. In 2003, the court 
handed down what is easily the most influ­
ential gay-rights decision of its history: its 
ruling in the Lawrence vs. Texas case that 
struck down anti-gay sodomy laws.

Few observers of the court really 
expected that the Supreme Court would 
again agree to hear a major gay rights 
case so soon after the Lawrence decision.

The good news for gay rights activists is 
that, in time, they can try again to challenge 
this blatantly prejudiced and outdated law.

Sooner or later, the Florida anti-gay 
adoption ban will get another day in court.

Unfortunately, children in Florida only 
get the chance to be kids, and have caring 
parents, once in a lifetime.

Mubarak Dahir is editor,V 
V*' of the Express Gay t 
News in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., a 
paper affiliated with this publi 
cation. He can be reached at 
mdahir@expressgaynews.com.
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John Siegfried, a retired pediatrician and 
pharmaceutical executive, lives in Ft.

Lauderdale but retains strong ties to 
Rehoboth Beach.

©lilt JOHN SIEGFRIED

I was once an activist in the 

church where a lesbian minister

was just stripped of her credentials.

Methodists don't
welcome gays
ON DEC. 2, 2004, A JURY OF 
Methodist clergymen, in an official church 
trial, voted that Elizabeth Stroud, the asso­
ciate pastor of the First United Methodist 
Church of Germantown in Philadelphia, 
had violated the church’s Book of 
Discipline when she acknowledged to her 
congregation that she is a lesbian and liv­
ing in a committed relationship with 
another woman.

Later the same day, the same jury 
withdrew'Ms. Stroud’s ministerial cre­
dentials.

I followed this story with particular 
interest because for the 20 years that I 
lived in the Philadelphia area, I was a 
member of the congregation where Ms. 
Stroud serves. *

In fact, during my Philadelphia years, 
I served on, or chaired, many of the com­
mittees that developed and defined the 
congregation’s activist role.

Within the Methodist Church, and 
most other Christian denominations, 
what Stroud did is a no-no. A gay man or 
a lesbian cannot be an ordained minister 
if they acknowledge being in a same-sex 
relationship.

Like the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy 
in the military, the Methodists were 
happy to have Ms. Stroud’s services as 
long as she was willing to keep her mouth 
shut and live a lie.

But, ironically, the price of honesty 
and integrity is the loss of her member­
ship in the clergy club. The message is 

clear to all gay and lesbian clergy, of 
which there are thousands, and to all 
who aspire to joining their ranks.

THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
Church of Germantown, or FUMCOG as 
it’s known locally, has a long history of 
social activism.

Members of the church marched at 
Selma with Martin Luther King, as did 
their clergy They formed a separate cor­
poration to underwrite housing renova­
tion and restoration in the decaying com­
munity that surrounds the church.

They supported the establishment of 
Covenant House, a medical and commu­
nity outreach program in Germantown. 
Frequently, FUMCOG has clashed with 
the established authorities.

It was at this church where the peace 
activist and Catholic priest, Daniel 
Berrigan, made his last public appear­
ance, at an August Sunday morning serv­
ice, before going into seclusion on Long 
Island, one step ahead of the FBI.

Later that same day the FBI was on 
my doorstep because I chaired the com­
mittee responsible for clergy affairs and 
should have known, but didn’t, of the 
Berrigan visit in advance.

I’Ve always had a sense of 
satisfaction in the knowledge that I 
initiated the discussions within that 
congregation that, after a long educa­
tional process, eventually led FUM-

Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud is hugged by Rev. J. Dennis Williams, following the reading of a guilty verdict at 
her trial in Pughtown, Pa., on Dec. 2. The jury made up of United Methodist Church clergy convicted the les­
bian minister of violating church law by openly living with her partner in a committed relationship. (AP 
Photo/Bradley C Bower)

COG to declare itself a “reconciling 
congregation.”

Within Methodist parlance, that 
means the congregation notified the offi­
cial hierarchy that they opposed the 
denomination’s policy of excluding gays 
from the ordained clergy and that as a 
congregation they would work to recon­
cile all people to Christ’s message of love 
and acceptance.

When Anita Bryant and her forces defeat­
ed the Miami-Dade human rights ordinance 
referendum in June of 1977,1 was one of the 
thousands who came out of the closet.

Quickly, members of the congregation 
realized that the crucial issue was not the 
church’s attitude and teachings concern­
ing homosexuality. The problem was the 
church’s inadequate understanding of 
sexuality in its total context.

This led to establishing a committee on 

Religion & Sexuality within the congrega­
tion, which, over the years, has been a cat­
alyst for examining the interface between 
religious and sexual concerns.

The irony that all this transpired at the 
starbof the Christmas season, the season 
touted by official Christendom as one of 
peace and good will, is hard to ignore.

Also difficult to ignore is the fact that 
while this is only the third such trial in 
Methodist church history, all three have 
been of lesbians. The other 45,000 
Methodist clergy must all be straight.

Well, except for the one I met at a gay 
bar in downtown Philadelphia years ago 
and the one that made it into my bed.

Who was yo
first same-sex 
celebrity crush?

Michael J. Fox, back in the days 
of "Family Ties."
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“I’m an opponent of gay mar­
riage, so I don’t have any fundamen­
tal issues with [banning it],... [But] I 
hate to see the constitution, whether 
it’s the Tennessee or the U.S. 
Constitution, kind of used for what 
seem to be short-term political 
things.... If it got to the point where 
that was a threat,... I’d be much 
more supportive of it.”

Tennessee Gov. Phil Bredesen, a 
Democrat, on gay marriage 
(Associated Press, Jan. 15)

“First it’s same-sex marriage. Then what if someone says next year, ‘Hey, I really 
love my sister, and I want to marry her,’ and the year after that, what if somebody says, 
T really love these two ladies and I want to marry both of them?”’

i.
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Virginia House Del. John A. Cosgrove (R- 
Cheseapeake), on why he authored a bill that 
would add a ban on gay marriage to that state’s 
constitution (Associated Press, Jan. 14)

“There’s still what I would call a lot of social 
terrorism going on.”

Rev. R. Don Prange, of St. James United 
Church of Christ, in Lovettsville, Va., on his belief 
that Virginia is no more tolerant of gays today 
than in 1980 when a building in the area that 
housed gay rights meetings was torched 
(Associated Press, Jan. 14)

“Since homosexuality adultery prostitution and 
pornography undermine the foundations of the 
family, the basis of society then the state must use 
its coercive power to proscribe or curtail them in 
the interests of the common good.”

Roman Catholic Archbishop Frederick Henry, of 
Calgary, in Alberta, Canada, in a letter read to church­
es under his jurisdiction (Canadian Press, Jan. 16)

“Why would he exclude people because of their sexual preference?”
Former Southern Christian Leadership Conference activist Jack O’Dell, on his belief that 

Martin Luther King, Jr., would have supported gay marriage (Washington Times, Jan. 14)

“I was never struck by the argument that what he did was so courageous. Being for 
same-sex marriage in San Francisco is like being for sunshine in Florida.”

Gay Congressman Barney Frank, on fellow Democrat Gavin Newsom, the 37-year-old 
mayor of San Francisco, who a year ago ordered the city to legally wed gay couples 
(Associated Press, Jan. 14)

“How is the sanctity of marriage threatened by two people who love each other?
Even if you disapprove of their relationships, would you also deny their innocent chil­
dren of rights and protections other children would have simply because their parents 
are straight? How is this supporting stronger families?”

An e-mail sent by several students at St. Peter-Marian High School in Massachusetts to 
anti-gay activist Laurie Letourneau (Worcester Telegram, Jan. 18)
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“I shall give this to the 
bishop tomorrow.... Try 
reading the catechism 
and actually learning 
about homosexuals — 
learned behavior — I am 
fed up with twerps who 
don’t have the brains to 
come in out of the rain. 
... I would be so ashamed 
as a parent if I had not 
done a better job rearing 
children to know that 
anal sex, disease, multi­
ple partners, rimming, 
fisting, etc., were wrong!”

Anti-gay activist 
Laurie Letourneau, in 
an e-mail response to the 
St. Peter-Marian stu­
dents (Worcester 
Telegram, Jan. 18)
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Aiken shuns gay media
Will gays be there to support 

crooner Clay Aiken when school 
girl followers find another idol?

Page 21
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playing it SMOOTH
GAY MUSICIAN DAVE KOZ FINDS SUCCESS AFTER COMING OUT

By YUSEF NAJAFI

■ ; AY SAXOPHONIST DAVE KOZ GOT IT
right 12 years ago when he named his sec­
ond album “Lucky Man.”

The 41-year-old Los Angeles resident, 
who ditched the idea of finding a “real 
job” after earning a degree in mass com­
munications at UCLA, has been lucky, 

though talent had a lot to do with his rise in the world 
of smooth jazz.

Koz’s latest album, “Saxophonic,” is nominated for a 
Grammy for Best Pop Instrumental Album. Winners 
are to be announced at the 47th Annual Grammy 
Awards, which will be aired live on CBS from Los 
Angeles at 8 p.m., on Feb. 13.

Koz has worked with a variety of artists including 
Celine Dion, U2 and Stevie Wonder. More recently, he 
lent a soulful hand to Rod Stewart’s “Stardust... The 
Great American Songbook: Volume III,” the third 
installment of the rock star’s take on classic tunes. He 
joined Stewart live on stage in November, during the 
rock star’s performance of “What a Wonderful World,” 
at the 32nd annual American Music Awards.

In addition, the Dave Koz Radio Show, a smooth-jazz 
weekly program, can be heard across the country, 
including at 7 a.m. Sunday on WJZW-FM (105.9). During 
the two-hour show, which Koz broadcasts from Los 
Angeles, he highlights the work of smooth jazz artists 
and, periodically, includes interviews.

Though he came out to family and friends two 
decades ago, in 2004 Koz came out to fans in an 
Advocate magazine article. Currently, he’s working on 
his next album.

Houston Voice: How would 
you describe your music?
Dave Koz: It has a tendency to have soaring melodies. I 
want to take people on a journey with my music.
Because a lot of it doesn’t have lyrics, it allows the per­
son listening to make up their own stories, and let their 
minds and spirits take them wherever they need to go. 
That’s the best compliment that people have given me, 
in my past, that ‘your music takes me somewhere.’

0 MORE INFO
The Dave Koz Radio Show
8-10 a.m. Saturday
KHJZ 95.7 FM 
www.davekoz.com Please see DAVE KOZ on Page 22

VOICE: How does it feel to be 
nominated for a Grammy again?
Koz: This has been the fourth time it’s happened and 
I’d like to say that the novelty wears off but as cliche as 
it may sound, it’s still pretty damn cool. Especially 
when it’s a project that’s really near and dear to your 
heart and soul. The last record that I made 
[‘Saxophonic’], I put a lot into it, and it’s a very special 
project to me personally

VOICE: What’s it like being gay 
in the world of jazz?
Koz: I don’t think it’s been an issue whatsoever. Some 
people know, and some people don’t know, some peo­
ple have forgotten about it. In the kind of music I 
make the lifestyle aspect of it is really far down the 
totem pole of importance. People are not titillated by 
the private lives of the artist making music in our 
genre. It’s just not an issue. Even if they do, it doesn’t 
really come into their consciences. I think they are 
only going to the show or buying the music because 
they like the music, not because they want to find out 
the little bits, or personal information.

VOICE: How did you get involved in music?
Koz: I took saxophone [so that] I could be in my brother’s 
band. That was kind of the impetus that started it all. I 
played in the band all through high school and college, and 
when I graduated college I was asked to audition for 
this guy called Bobby Caldwell, who was a 
singer/songwriter. So I auditioned for him 
and got the gig. I got a deal with Capitol 
Records and toured with Richard Marx, 
because we had the same manager. The 
funny thing is I graduated with a mass 
communications degree from UCLA. I 
was planning on getting a real job, like 
some sort of business or marketing posi­
tion because I was fascinated with busi­
ness growing up. But I never had the 
chance. I never got a real job, ever. But I’m 
not complaining. I work my ass off, but 
it’s not a typical job.

VOIQE: How has coming out 
influenced your music?
Koz: I’m not sure if it has influenced 
my work yet, I haven’t made 
another record since that hap­
pened. But I can tell you, as far

Gay saxophonist Dave Koz came out to 
fans last year and says it hasn't hurt 

his career, hd recently was nominated 
for his fourth Grammy for his 

latest album, ’Saxophonic.'
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LOCAL 'SURVIVOR': Attorney and activist Jolanda I 'AFTER THE FALL': A former Miss America who 
Jones lands on the next ’Survivor.' Page 16 I fights for people wih AIDS at the Alley. Page 17
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television shana nicholson

A gay-friendly Houston attorney, former City Council 

candidate and civil rights activist joins the cast of TV's 

'Survivor,' because for her, surviving is a way of life.

Houston's Jolanda Jones 
has always been a survivor

ter than anyone, but, doggone it, he doesn’t 
make you worse than anyone.” Those sim­
ple words, voiced by her grandmother, are 
ones that Jolanda Jones takes to heart.
Even before auditioning for the show, Jones 
epitomized what it means to be a survivor.

Her father committed suicide when 
she was 13 months old, her brother was 
murdered, at times during her childhood 
her family was homeless, and she has 
even endured severe domestic abuse to 
the point of almost being killed at the 
hands of her ex-husband. Always, she 
used tragedy to propel her forward.

In school, Jones excelled academically, 
but extracurricular activities were a 
bright spot, athletics in particular. “Girl 
Scouts didn’t work out,” she laughed.

Athletics however provided precious 
respite from the ugly realities of growing 
up poor. “I knew that if you were on the 
track or basketball team that you got to

“SURVIVOR” IS A SOCIOLOGICAL 
experiment taken to the extreme: throw a 
handful of strangers together in a remote 
location with no food or shelter and 
watch them duke it out for $1 million.

On Feb. 17, another installment of 
the long running reality show begins on 
the South Pacific island of Palau. 
Among the eclectic lot of castaways this 
season is a bartender, steel worker, a 
Las Vegas showgirl and even one of 
Houston’s own: attorney and civil 
rights activist Jolanda Jones.

“Sweetheart, God doesn’t make you bet-

f) MORE INFO

"Survivor Palau" 
CBS
7 p.m., Feb. 17

Houston attorney and civil rights activist Jolanda 
Jones is a survivor in real life as well as on television.

stay after school for two hours and home 
was really difficult,” she explained.

She received numerous individual 
awards in both sports and even competed 
in track during the 1996 U.S. Olympic 
Trials, a mere two weeks after her broth­
er was killed.

After graduating magna cum laude 
from University of Houston and earning 
her law degree at the University of 
Houston Law Center, Jones has spent her 
professional career as a prominent 
Houston defense attorney, but arguably 
more important is her commitment to pro­
viding a voice for the underrepresented.

ALTHOUGH HER CAMPAIGN FOR 
City Council in 2003 fell short, she said she 

has been approached by people asking her 
to rim again and she is weighing the idea.

“I just want to make sure that every­
one in the city is considered when deci­
sions are being made,” she said.

Jones has long been an advocate for 
those who are often ignored, using her 
influence to advance the causes of those 
less fortunate. She often speaks with at- 
risk youth, enforcing the idea that her 
own background was not a dead end.

“I share my life so they can appreciate 
that I know what they’re going through, 
and I tell them that it’ll be ok...a person’s 
success in life is dependent upon whether 
they love themselves,” she said.

Describing herself as a “hippie trapped 
in the new millennium,” she talked of a 
recent experience dating a man with 
opposing principles. Jones explained, “I 
don’t believe that God creates something 
to be damned and he believed that being 
gay is a sin and you’re damned to hell. I 
taught my son to love everybody; he (her 
boyfriend) taught his daughter that it was 
a sin to be gay. Definite problem.”

Jones has always been a strong sup­
porter of gay rights, lecturing at PFLAG 
meetings about the importance of gay 
people living their lives openly. She said 
she has seen the unnecessary battles that 
her gay friends have faced and feels com­
pelled to encourage people to focus on 
what all people have in common.

“Gay people struggle like us, they work 
like us, raise kids like us,” she said. “If 
you see them as having something in 
common with you, you might be more 
inclined to be supportive.”
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ter DON MAINES

Though some maintain that Arthur Miller's 

'After the Fall' is autobiographical, the Alley's 

rendering would suggest it isn't necessarily so.

Not Monroe and Miller
IN ARTHUR MILLER’S “AFTER THE 
Fall,” which opened Wednesday night at the 
Alley Theatre, a man named Mickey tells 
his “friend,” Lou, “I want to tell the truth.”

With incredulous fear, Lou asks, “In 
what sense?”

His answer: in the sense that Mickey 
has decided to rat on Lou, in the paranoid 
Cold War 1950s, by telling the government 
that Lou is a Communist. Mickey has 
decided to destroy Lou’s life and career.

McCarthyism is just one of the “little 
murders” that plagues the conscience of 
the main character, Quentin, an attorney 
whom playwright Arthur Miller has 
denied time and again is based on himself, 
or his refusal to “name names” before the 
House Un-American Activities Committee, 
and - especially - his life and loves, includ­
ing a tumultuous marriage to sex-goddess 
movie star Marilyn Monroe.

Yet hardly anybody believes that 
Miller’s “After the Fall” is anything but 
autobiographical. Indeed, the Alley is 
promoting the seldom-produced play as 
“based on Miller’s fascinating marriage 
to Marilyn Monroe.”

My own fascination with Marilyn is a 
reason I have always wanted to see “After 
the Fall” (and yes, I wondered, couldn’t the 
Alley get Jimmy James to play the Marilyn 
role?). But after seeing the show, I wholly 
take playwright Miller at his word when 
he says the play is not autobiographical.

This is not the story of Monroe and 
Miller, who will turn 90 this year, God will­
ing. First of all, “Quentin” would only 
have been a young 40 when the show takes 
place, probably too young for a playwright.

But, he’s not too young to be an attor­
ney, to so thoroughly put himself on trial 
by his own conscience, as Quentin does 
by recalling 20 or more persons whose 
lives he has influenced, the play taking 
place in his mind, thought and memory. 
(As Oscar-winning actress Estelle 
Parsons explained recently, she married a 
man 20 years younger than she, but 
because her husband, at age 40, had 
endured three years of law school, actual­
ly she married “an old man.”)

Secondly, perhaps most importantly, 
Miss America 1998 Kate Shindie, now a 
Broadway leading lady, does not “chan­
nel” Norma Jean/Marilyn Monroe in her 
portrayal of the Marilyn character. Her 
Maggie is no needy sex symbol who lives

O MORE INFO

'After the Fall'
Through Feb. 6 
Alley Theatre 
713-228-8421 
www.alleytheatre.com
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Former Miss America Kate Shindie and James 
Black star in After the Fall’ at the Alley Theatre. 
(Photo by Joel Johnson)

her life “like a candle in the wind,” to 
quote Elton John lyricist Bernie Taupin.

Maggie is a lanky, smarter-than-the- 
average-bear “innocent,” if there is such 
a thing, who works the switchboard at 
Quentin’s law firm but aspires to be a 
lounge singer.

SHINDLE ARRIVES AS A BREATH OF 
fresh air in this dense, dark trip into a 
man’s attempt to place responsibility - 
blame - on the results of choices he has 
made regarding relationships with his 
parents, his brother and three women he 
has loved.

Act Two hands Shindie the opportuni­
ty to explore the effects of betrayal and 
broken promises in her Maggie’s mar­
riage to Quentin, but it remains their 
story It is not a peak into the boudoir of 
intellectual Arthur Miller and Marilyn 
Monroe during their “egghead weds 
hourglass” marriage from 1956 to 1961, 
two years before her mysterious death.

Finally, I want to tell the truth - in 
what sense? By posing these questions: 
Could James Black be any better as 
Quentin? Has he ever had a role that 
shows off his talents to more powerful 
effect? Is there a better actor working in 
Houston today?

My answer: you will have to see it to 
believe it. Jason Robards originated the 
role on Broadway with a cast that included 
Barbara Loden (in a blond Marilyn wig, 
winning a Tony Award for her efforts), 
Faye Dunaway, Ralph Meeker, Hal 
Holbrook and others. Last year, critics blis­
tered Peter Krause in the role on Quentin 
in the play’s first Broadway revival.

James Black, I think, they would 
have adored.
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BENNY ANDERSSON & BJORN ULVAEUS'

MAMMA MIA!
THE SMASH HIT MUSICALSsOf A8BA

“MAMMA MIA! IS TERRIFIC FUN!”
BEN BRANTLEY, THE NEW YORK TIMES

MARCH 22-27, 2005 • JONES HALL
BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com or call 713-629-3700

Groups of 20 or more: 713-693-2692
Tickets also available al all ticketmaster locations.

Dur to thr njturc ol kr rotcrtMwnmt datcv prices sho*x *tor\. wnurv and on mIo «r r Io dunp wthout nottt AN vibjrt! Io comminxr rtwr^rv 

www.mamma-mia.com MV sb^
KdSnXS MAMMA MIA! ORIGINAL CAST RECORDING AVAILABLE ON DECCA BROADWAY CNmiCLi t—r-r—

X cingular’

BROADWAVlnHousToN

HoustonGrandOpera

i

Kerl Graham

IL TROVATORt uOS ANGELES OPERA. PHOTO BY KEN HOWARD;
IDOMENEO OPERA AUSTRALIA. PHOTO BY KIREN CHANG

Verdi
IlTrovatore
January 21-February 6
A gypsy woman’s vengeance 
and the immortal Anvil Chorus!

Grand Guarantor; Ine Humphreys Foundation

Internationally acclaimed superstars! 
ar

Claycomb

Continental iS’l 
Airlines

Official Airline oj Houston Grand Opera

Mozart
IDOMENEO
King of Crete

January 28-February 13
A king defies the gods in 

Mozart’s grandest gesture!

Corporate Guarantor; Lyondell Chemical Company 
Grand Guarantor. The Brown Foundation, Inc.

Giordani Radvanovsky Grove

713-228-OPERA 6737
www.HoustonGrandOpera.org

Classic Opera in
the Grand Tradition

Summers
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By Matthew Forke
Reach your fitness goals with this 
brief guide to keeping your New 
Year's resolution year-round.

Another holiday season has come and 
gone, and the only thing more terrify­
ing than January's credit card state­
ment is the first nekkid glimpse of one­
self in a full-length mirror. Between 
office parties, cookie binges and little 
time for exercise, the holidays can take 
a serious toll on a person's waistline.

Whether you're starting a fitness pro­
gram for the first time or resuming

one after a few months of slacking off, 
there's still plenty of time to trim up 
before summer. The hardest part is 
getting started though, so put down 
that Krispy Kreme and get moving.

Finding a Gym
Location: When choosing a gym, one 
of the most important factors to con­
sider is location. If it takes more than 
a half an hour to get there, will you 
really be motivated to go? Start look­
ing close to where you live or work. 
Chains like Gold's Gym or Bally's have 
literally hundreds of locations in the 
U.S. and around the world.

Programs and classes: Once you've

found several facilities within your 
community, investigate what pro­
grams they offer. Do they offer a vari­
ety of exercise classes like spinning, 
yoga, pilates or aerobics? Are per­
sonal trainers available to hire or 
share expertise? Find a gym with 
classes that interest you.

Facilities and staff: Take a tour of the 
facilities before joining. Does the 
gym offer a wide range of free 
weights, nautilus and cardio 
machines? Is the equipment well 
maintained? Are the locker rooms 
clean and well monitored? These are 
just a few questions to consider 
before making your final decision.

* O ■

RESOLUTION SOLUTION
Feeling good about yourself 
and how you look is the key. We 
can help you get there with a 
program designed just for you. 
Call Today!

HOUSTON 
GYM

$2o°5 

1501 Durham
713.880.9191
www.houstongym.com 

CALL 
NOW!RESOLUTION SPECIAL 

Join now and pay $20’5 
HELD OVER UNTIL JANUARY 31st. 
Tour club for details.

Talk with the staff. Do they seem 
friendly and approachable? Do they 
take the time to answer questions fully? 
Be sure to weigh every factor carefully.

Starting a Fitness Program
You've found a gym and you've 
signed on the dotted line. It's time to 
pack the bag and go. When starting a 
fitness program for the first time, it's 
important to begin slowly and build 
up to a regular routine. Doug 
Jefferies, owner of Results the Gym in 
Washington, D.C. offers the following 
advice: "If you are just starting out, 
consider hiring a personal trainer for 
ten sessions. Tell the trainer your 
goals and expectations. He or she 
can help develop a program you can 
use once those sessions are over."

Fitness generally includes four com­
ponents — aerobic capacity, strength, 
flexibility and weight control. The 
fourth component — weight control 
— may be achieved through your 
exercise program and sensible eating. 
Talk with your trainer about how to 
achieve the proper balance among all 
of these components.

Build activity into your daily routine: For 
your fitness to improve, you need to be 
active regularly. Plan to work up to at 
least 30 minutes of low to moderately 
intense physical activity on most days of 
the week.. Place a reminder of your 
next warm vacation or family outing in a 
very visible place on your desk at work." 

wwwJioustonvoice.com HOUSTON VOICE

Schedule those 30 minutes into your 
day as you would your bridge club or 
a round of golf. Over time, you may 
be able to build from 30 minutes, to 
60 minutes or more of moderate to 
vigorous exercise.

Staying motivated: Many people 
start exercising with frenzied zeal, but 
then give up after boredom sets 
in or schedules become crowded.

To help avoid this, find an exercise 
partner with whom you enjoy spending 
time and schedule regular workouts.

If you're exercising alone, bring music, 
especially for longer cardio workouts. 
For additional motivation, Jefferies 
advises "placing pictures of bodies you 
strive to look like in your bathroom

Place a reminder of your next warm 
vacation or family outing in a very 
visible place on your desk at work."

Common Mistakes: Avoid over­
training. Listen to your body. During 
and after workouts, be alert to signs 
that you may be encountering a health 
problem as a result of overexertion. 
Above all, S-T-R-E-T-C-H before and 
after working out. "People don't 
stretch enough," continues Jefferies. 
"This can result in less flexibility, poor­
er posture and even injury."

Healthy Eating
You've started a fitness program that 
suits your goals and needs. Take the 
time to learn how to eat a variety of 
healthy foods. Adopting a new eating 
style that promotes a healthy weight 
for you must include lowering your 
total calorie intake. But decreasing 
calories need not mean decreasing 
taste, satisfaction or even ease of meal 
preparation. One way you can lower 
your calorie intake is by eating more 
plant-based foods — fruits, vegetables 
and whole grains. Strive for variety to 
help you achieve your goals without 
compromising taste or nutrition.

Very-low-calorie diets aren't a healthy 
long-term strategy. Fewer than 1,200 
calories a day for women and 1,400 
calories for men aren't generally recom­
mended. If your calories are too low, 
you run the risk of not getting all of the 
nutrients you need for good health.

With so many diets like Atkins, South 
Beach and Weight Watchers promis­
ing fast and simple solutions for 
weight loss, it's important to research 
which program is best for you. It's 
usually best to talk to your doctor or a 
registered dietitian about your nutri­
tion goals. Dieticians can help guide 
you in making the healthiest, most 
effective and safest foods.

For more information about starting 
and maintaining a healthy fitness pro­
gram year-round, visit the Mayo Clinic's 
at www.mayoclinic.com.
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In the midst of strip mall heaven, Bistro Paradiso 

glimmers with Mediterranean fusion cuision and

and recipes that were handed down from Mama

A Jem among sameness
HOUSTON NEVER FAILS TO AMAZE 
me. When I think I’ve figured out where 
the best restaurants can be found, I stum­
ble across a gem like Bistro Paradiso in 
the unlikeliest of locations.

In the midst of strip mall heaven, just 
off the feeder road on Highway 290 and 
down the road from a host of cookie cutter 
chain eateries, is Bistro Paradiso, an excit­
ing new Mediterranean fusion restaurant.

The former Marco’s location has been 
transformed. Pleasing arches swathed in 
Greek blue and white curtains edge the 
room, creating an intimate mood. Warm, 
wheat colored walls hearken back to the 
sunny Mediterranean, as does the cool ter­
racotta and brick floor. Even the photos on 
the wall are classy and understated. The 
result is a relaxing, upscale ambience.

Bistro Paradiso is owned by two broth­
ers from Cyprus. Bringing plenty of 
restaurant experience to the place (Chef 
Andreas spent several years at Pesce) 
along with some of their mother’s 
favorite recipes, they have created a little 
oasis of Mediterranean delights.

They start you off with a basket of 
homemade focaccia and side dish of pesto 
and olive oil for dipping. The focaccia has 
a wonderful herb flavor, but was slightly 
stale on my first visit. On a second visit, 
it was fresh, but cold. I kept imagining it 
warm from the oven, which would be a 
decadent indulgence, indeed.

Drawing from several Mediterranean 
countries, the menu offers new twists on 
traditional flavors. If you like calamari, be 
sure to try the calamari Paradiso ($7.95). 
Tossed in lemon zest and Provencal herbs, 
it’s fried to perfection and exceptionally 
tender. The calamari is served with bagna 
cauda, a wonderful Italian pesto-inspired 
dipping sauce, updated with sun dried 
tomatoes and lemon.

Don’t miss the apple and scallop marti­
ni ($6.49). Perfectly grilled scallops are 
layered atop a mixture of chopped, tart 
minted apples and a dried fruit salsa 
tossed with a bit of balsamic vinegar. The 
presentation is exquisite, arriving in a 
martini glass with olives on the side. And 
the innovative mixture of flavors is an 
outstanding way to start your meal.

The duo of duckling Paradiso ($17.99) 
is a brilliant pairing of two duck 
favorites. The duck leg confit was falling 
off the bone tender, while the slightly 
rare breast had a refreshing gamey 
taste. The tartly robust fig sauce made 
the flavors zing, while the almond- 
pinenuts, cherry and apricot chutney 
added a hint of sweetness. The green 
beans were tender-crunchy and the roast 
potatoes were perfectly golden and crisp. 
It’s an intensely flavorful dish and sure 
to wow a duck fan.

THE STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST 
($12.99) is also a winner. A roulade of chick­
en is packed with loads of spinach, sun- 
dried tomatoes, and feta cheese. It’s tender 
and bursting with flavor. A tomato sauce on 
the side adds additional oomph, while the 
mashed potatoes and impressively tender 
grilled vegetables round out the dish.

Bistro Paradiso has a slightly different 
menu at lunch. Sandwiches and skewers 
are offered, as well as salads and lighter 
fare. I tried the mixed grill sampler 
($8.95), which came with one kebob each 
of beef, chicken and shrimp. All three 
were excellent. The shrimp were still ten­
der and tossed with olive oil and herbs, 
he chicken had a slight citrus flavor, 
while the wine-marinated beef was 
grilled to perfection.

Three sauces come with the mixed grill 
- the garlicky bagna cauda, a tart, yogurt 
tzatziki, and a decadent honey citrus 
sauce. Outstanding and distinct, they add 
a different dimension to each skewer selec­
tion. Pita bread on the side allows you to 
make your own sandwich. Or just sop up 
the addictive sauces - they’re that good.

Be sure to save room for dessert. The 
signature dessert, boureki ($5.45) is actu­
ally an old family recipe. These beignets, 
filled with ricotta cheese, cinnamon and 
topped with clover honey, are light and 
not too sweet. The Greek coffee ($2.50), 
strong like the more familiar Turkish cof­
fee, is a nice way to end your meal.

With innovative cuisine and a relaxing 
ambience, Bistro Paradiso is an exciting 
addition to the Houston dining scene. 
You’d just never expect to find such a gem 
in a sea of cookie cutter sameness.
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Fine South American 
Cuisine with a 

Casual Atmosphere

1220 Taft Street
BETWEEN GRAY & DALLAS

www.MesondelSol.com • wireless access to the internet
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PEPPER TREE
VEGGIE CUISINE

715-621-9488
5821 RICHMOND AVE 

@WESLAVAN
| (ACROSS FROM HISD HEADQUARTERS)'''

WWW.PEPPERTREEVEGGIE.COM
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NOCHE

6P6IHK Y

The Rich Flavors 

of Deep Mexico

RIGHT IN THE

Heart of Houston!

2409 MONTROSE AT HYDE PARK 
713-529-8559 

www.nocherestauronthouston.com

LUNCH AND DINNER
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

SUNDAY BRUNCH

t \ BETHEL EVANGELICAL fT/
/ LUTHERAN CHURCH (UCC) wJ

No matter who you are, or where you are on life s journey, 
you’re welcome at Bethel, the "Church with Open Arms." 

Visit our Open and Affirming community this Sunday!

1107 Shepherd Drive @ Center Street 
Houston, TX 77007 • 713-861-6670 

www.bethelhouston.org

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Worship 6:00 PM
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20% discount on services for new patients’
Mention this ad.

LASER CENTER
We specialize in cosmetic laser procedures.

Hair RemovalFREE 
Consultations!

See before and after
www.skinrenaissa

Enhanced Skin Rejuvenation
- removes blemishes and wrinkles;
an alternative to facelift.

Acne (Active & Scars) 
Rosacea, Shaving Bumps 

Spider & Leg Veins 
Laser Peel/Resurfacing 

Botox® Restylane®
Gay owned and operated!

713.942.SKIN
106 Westheimer

at Bagby and Westheimer

Octavio Barrios, M.D.
20 Years Experience!

Se habla 
espanol.

Just because the state 
does not recognize it.

Does not mean you can't.

Galaxie Jewelers
We Create the Unusual

2511 Sunset Blvd, (near Kirby)
713.521.2511

2001 MCAF Diamond Star Award jEWBUrnS OT
Houston Voice Readers Choice — Best Jeweler of the City 2004

TheGalaxieJewelers.com

elife JOHNNY HOOKS

Kudos to South Beach, get ready to put on 

your walking shoes, and comfort food comes 

to the corner of Montrose and Westheimer

A world-class nightspot
HOVO ON THE GO GO RETURNS FOR 
another week.

This week we’ll check out things for 
Houston’s queers to do, from art openings 
to after hours to a battle of male dancers!

FIRST UP THOUGH KUDOS TO SOBE! 
That’s right I am proud to announce that 
D J Cubanito and South Beach Night 
Club have been nominated for the 2005 
Club World Awards in the categories of 
Best Club USA and Best Resident DJ at 
Cafe Con Leche!

As you know Cafe Con Leche is the 
long running Wednesday night event that 
has hot men, Latin and otherwise bump­
ing and grinding all night. This is a huge 
feather in an already crowded cap for 
Charles Armstrong, Jim McDermaid 
and all the staffers at SOBE. The awards 
are also known as the “Disco Globes” 
after their mirror ball trophies. Nominees 
are selected by the “jet-setting Club 
Systems staff,” and winners are chosen by 
an independent panel of 10 judges, all 
industry vets. You go Cubanito.

SPEAKING OF SOUTH BEACH. 
Starting next Thursday night, SOBE pres­
ents “East Meets West,” featuring the 
men of Muscles in Action taking on the 
Men of Manwatch. According to my 
conversation with Kofi, this event is 
being billed as the “battle of the hunks.” 
It will be similar to a boxing match/dance 
off with an Asian theme. All around 
sweetheart and a tall drink of water, DJ 
Mark Goebel, will preside over the decks 
and drink specials abound. Starts at 11 
p.m. Check out the h-o-t flyer 
(Mark...those biceps!) at all your fave 
Pacific Street clubs for more info.

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN. ARE 
you ready to do your part?

AIDS Foundation Houston Inc., in 
partnership with Chase Bank, presents 
the 16th Annual AIDS Walk Houston 
to increase awareness of HIV/AIDS 
issues in Houston. More than 8.000 people 
participated in last year’s walk, raising 
more than $650,000.

This lively 5K-pledge walk is open to 
the public and no registration fee is 
charged. Incentive prizes are available 
for donations starting at $150.00. 
Corporate and Social Walk Teams are 
encouraged. Sunday, March 13, 2005, 
registration starts at 8 a.m. with opening 
ceremonies at 9 a.m. The walk starts at 10 
a.m., and there will be a post walk party 
at the finish line right after the walk. For 
more information call AIDS Walk 
Houston at 713-403-WALK (9255) or visit 
the Web site at 
www.AIDSWalkHouston.org.

HOVO on the

SIPPORA GALLERY IS STRIPPING 
Deans bare! Sippora Gallery takes over 
Dean’s Credit Clothing at 316 Main Street 
for one night only to show artwork that 
artist Maia has created to stimulate and 
seduce you. Show up for the opening 
reception on Saturday, and maybe you too 
will get stripped. Reception runs from 9 
p.m. until 2 a.m. Check out 
www.sippora.com or www.deanscredit- 
clothing.com for all the dish.

DEANS IS SIMPLY THE PLACE TO BE 
this Saturday. Those Spoiled, spoiled boyz 
are back! Always a hot, sweaty party full 
of shirtless men (my favorite kind!) this 
time the Boyz invade Dean’s Credit 
Clothing in downtown. “It’s not old, it’s 
VINTAGE!” Spoiled Boyz continues 
with its monthly themed after hours late 
night Saturday, January 22 at Deans, 316 
Main Street. Doors open at 3 am. 
Remixer/DJ Ric de Barros will be throw­
ing the beatz in the main room, while one 
of Houston’s favorite DJ’s, Jessica 
Lozano, will be spinning in the Groove 
Lounge. State of the art sound, fabulous 
lighting and vintage attire is suggested. 
Advance $15 tickets are available at M2M 
Fashion.

FINALLY, WONDERING WHAT’S UP 
with the old Cabo space? Darlings you 
know we’d know at HotGG. The 
Montrose Diner is coming to life by the 
end of January to fill your taut tummies. 
Think comfort food, like meatloaf and 
chicken fried steak, but with a full bar! 
This may finally fill the void that a 
Hamburger Mary’s would fill if only we 
had one in Houston! Montrose Diner aims 
to be a hangout for the hood. Delicious!

If you have any club announcements or 
events, email them to 

jhooks@houstonvoice.com or call 
713-529.-8490. See you on the Go-Go!
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There's a Fine Line Between Telling the Truth and Talking Trash

Those feats of Clay
Clay Aiken avoids gay 
press, Madonna's in a 
cult, and the YMCA is 
preserved for history

Dish knows you just love it when SIMON 
COWELL says mean things to those losers 
who can’t sing on “American Idol.”

Maybe Cowell should be yelling mean 
things at past loser CLAY AIKEN. Though 
only a runner-up on the show’s second 
season, Aiken has found more success after 
the show than any of his cohorts.

And he’s had lots of exposure, 
including television talk show 
appearances, magazine covers, a book 
(“Learning to Sing: Hearing the Music in 
Your Life”) and countless other 
appearances. But don’t count on the fey 
crooner to end up in the gay press 
anytime soon.

According to the most recent issue of 
the New York gay magazine Next: “We 
tried to get an interview with the 
sexually ambiguous pop star ... but his 
publicist told us he’d ‘never talk to a gay 
magazine!’ Well, why, pray tell, is that?”

Yes, why is that? Listen, Mr. Aiken, 
everyone has been speculating about your 
orientation since your first appearance on 
“Idol.” Now, Dish isn’t saying that you 
would prefer the company of JUSTIN 
GUARINI to KELLY CLARKSON, but she 
is warning you not to piss off gay fans.

We are the first on any bandwagon 
(and there are plenty on yours, so to 
speak) and we’re the last ones to hop off. 
We’ve single-handedly supported 
MARGARET CHO, kept GEORGE 
MICHAEL on the charts and allowed 
CHER to return more times than LIZA 
MINNELLI to an open bar. Now, are you 
going to trade that lifetime meal ticket for 
the support of some fickle 14-year-old 
girls?

Yeah, Dish didn’t think so, and will be 
expecting your interview offer soon.

Off the charts
It’s not as it seems with Cult-balah, 

Dish means Kabbalah, the form of
Jewish mysticism made famous by gay 
icon MADONNA.

The New York Post’s gossip column 
hold of a report from BBC 

Donnelly, who went 
undercover at a 
Kabbalah dinner 
attended by Madonna 
and her director 
husband, GUY

Page Six got 
reporter Tony

Madonna

RITCHIE.
After a prayer 

service and elfanting, 
Donnelly says that 
everyone stood, faced 
east, waved their 
hands in the air and

chanted “Cher-er-er-er-noble” in an

American Idol' runner up Clay Aiken won't talk to 
the gay press. Well, who is going to support him 
when he's all washed up if not the gays?
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attempt to cleanse the radiation from 
Chernobyl, Ukraine, the site of a nuclear 
accident in 1986.

Oh, and Donnelly paid $1,500 just to 
get into the dinner.

It takes a village
There’s a new reason to visit the newest 

Smithsonian Institute addition, the National 
Museum of the American Indian. FELIPE 
ROSE, one of the openly gay original 
members of the VILLAGE PEOPLE, 
presented the museum with a gold record for 
the band’s 1978 hit single “YMCA.”

Rose is half Lakota Sioux and, not 
surprisingly wore the Indian costume in the 
group. At a ceremony on Jan. 12, Rose 
presented the record, the crowd said a Lakota 
Sioux prayer, and then everyone danced the 
“YMCA.” But don’t bother running down to 
the museum right now looking for it. The 
Washington Post reported that the “artifact” 
was shipped to the museum’s cultural 
resource center in Suitland, Md.

Cooper scooper
One of Dish’s spies says that Vanity 

Fair is calling around asking questions 
about CNN anchor ANDERSON 
COOPER’S sexual orientation for an 
article in an 
upcoming issue. The 
timing of their 
snooping is 
noteworthy, given 
that Time magazine 
this week reported 
that Cooper is on the 
short list of v*-
journalists being i®—
considered to replace Anderson Cooper
Dan Rather at CBS.

Well, Andy, now’s your chance. If you 
want to beat Vanity Fair to the punch, 
then give Dish a call and we can put the 
rumors to rest once and for all. And I 
promise not to feature you in the same 
column with Clay Aiken.

Send comments, suggestions to 
| Dish@expressgaynews.com

Now Playing At These Select Theatres

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SHOWTIMES

-John Anderson, NEWSDAY-Lou Lumenick NEW YORK POST

-EBERT & ROEPER
From the producer of 

MONSTER ’S BALL

AMC STUDIO 30
Dunvale & Westheimer 

(28D319-4AMC

LANDMARK'S RIVER OAKS
2009 W. Gray Street 

(713) 866-8881

Mos Def is 
outstanding!”

-Lou Lumenick, 
NEW YORK POST

NEWMARKE^ILMS

"Kyra Sedgwick
is terrific”

-David Rooney, 
DAILY VARIETY

ONE OF TOE 
YEAR’S 10 BEST!

-Richard Schickel, TIME MAGAZINE

“KEVIN BACON GIVES A 
PERFORMANCE THAT WILL BE 
TALKED ABOUT FOR YEARS.

-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE

|WDER17 REOUIRtS RCCOMMHYIKGparw or adult r.uAP.o'ah www.thowoodsmanfilnTcom
SfXWin QtSTWfliKC BIHftVlOB AND LAKGUAt.t

THUMBS UP!
KEVIN BACON

KYRA SEDGWICK EVE MOS DEF DAVID ALAN GRIER and BENJAMIN BRATT

THE WOODSMAN
A film BY NICOLE KASSELL

BIB MS. M HlMhif! MIS ENIBlTAINMfNI litBiHlfflllMI!
WWOOOSMAN' KfMfflN ESI Wl WIMU IffllflSHANNON,

iwMlWiS SWKMIW MH rflM ®iifts®flllllUlMi®sra®MIM mMNIAB isbihbmCMMIIB
willMIfS Mil IM SMMffl wmiMIim hsfwMOIW WM MfaM IffiSI ■» MS UMfMM
KtmiBiiSlMBMfi .dllfflffllU asBwmSIlfflfflB msillfOMS

TWOOFFICIAL SELECTION
CANNES 

DEAUVILLE 
SUNDANCE
FILM FESTIVALS 2004

FI FEST 200 
TORONTO 
INT. FILM FESTIVAL 2004
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Maranatha Fellowship

HOUSE OF GLORY

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR THE

AND CONTEMPORARY

PRAISE I WORSHIP
EVERY SUNDAY MORNING!

SUNDAY, JAN. 23, 2005
When God Comes ... We Spread Out!

Pastor, Rev. Janet Parker

CHURCH SERVICE
Sunday at 10:00 am
A nursery is available for small children

CHILDREN S WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday at 10:00 am

MID WEEK HOME GROUPS
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 
(Call the church for more information)

3333 Fannin 
Suite 106

In the ICC Building 
Ample Parking Upstairs

713.528.6756 
maranatha@evl.net

| MARANATHA FELLOWSHIPHouses
www.houseofglory.org

Jason

deMarco

Resurrection MCC 

Welcomes

Sunday, January 30th

9 a.m & 11 a.m. Services

In Concertl 7 p.m
Hear music from their new CD

"Spirit Pop"

www.jasonanddemarco.com
free & open to the community!

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church 
2025 W. 11th St-Houston, TX 77008-713’861-9149 

www.resurrectionmcc.org _______

Music helped saxophonist 
find his way ^mvekoz

DAVE KOZ, continued from Page 15

as doing shows, I was really nervous and 
maybe a little bit concerned after coming out 
in the Advocate. The good news was that 
nothing happened. I started to see a little bit 
more gay people coming to our shows, but 
nobody else fell out. I was worried that peo­
ple wouldn’t buy my records or people would­
n’t come to my shows, but I couldn’t have 
been more wrong. There was an outpouring 
of support from my community, my fans and 
my colleagues. I scratched my head and won­
dered why it took me so damn long to do it.

VOICE: What hesitations did 
you have about performing 
as an openly gay artist?
Koz: It was a different time. There weren’t 
a lot of role models that showed it was OK 
to do this. It was a very scary thing. Timing 
in life is very key The timing for me hap­
pened to be a little later. I love nothing more 
than to see kids nowadays, when young peo­
ple are coming out really early and really 
young, and saying, ‘This is who I am.’

VOICE: How has it changed your life?
Koz: I feel lighter. I’ve been out to my 
friends and to my band for a long time, but 
it was the last piece of coming fully out — 
to fans — and putting all the cards on the 
table. I was so scared to do that for many 
years, but finally I faced that fear and real­
ized there was nothing to be afraid of at all.

VOICE: What were some of your 
musical influences growing up?
Koz: I was listening to a lot saxophone play­
ers obviously people like Tom Scott, and Stan 
Getz, Charlie Parker, and David Sanborn was 
a huge influence on me. I grew up in a house­
hold where there was everything being lis­
tened to. My parents were listening to jazz 
vocalists, my brother was listening to pro­
gressive rock, and my sister was listening to 
pop. It was kind of a mish-mosh of every­
thing so I kind of have the taste for it all.

VOICE: Do you have any 
upcoming projects?
Koz: I’ll be making a new album in early 
2005. It will come out probably in the lat­
ter part of the year, and that’s going to be 
more symphonic in nature, more orches­
tral, and it’s going to take on the whole 
idea of great movie songs, songs from 
movies and themes from movies, and do 
them with the saxophone. I specifically 
write all my own music, or co-write it, 
but this record will be a covers record.

VOICE: Who has been your most 
interesting collaboration?
Koz: Stevie Wonder. Just because the guy 
is so filled with music. But I’ve had some 
pretty wonderful experiences with other 
artists, from U2 to B.B. King to Stevie 
Wonder to Celine Dion. I played on Ray 
Charles’ music. I love making my own

Age:41
Residence: Los Angeles
Occupation: Jazz saxophonist; has a syndicat­
ed radio show on smooth-jazz stations nation­
wide.
Relationship status: Tve been a pretty busy 
boy for the past six months. I've done a little 
bit of dating when I'm in town, but haven't 
been in town all that much. Currently, I am a 
single man.'

records, but I like going into the studio 
and working with other people. Recently I 
did Rod Stewart stuff, all those standards, 
and it’s Rod Stewart, you know, he’s a 
rock star. It’s just fun to be able to be 
exposed to other people’s lifestyles.

VOICE: How do you balance your 
fame with everyday life?
Koz: I have a very manageable amount of 
recognition, my face is not plastered in the 
tabloids, and I’m not on television everyday, 
so I can go for days without anyone notic­
ing me. Or maybe someone might recognize 
me, but it’s not an intrusive kind of a thing. 
If that were to be the case, it would be OK 
too. It’s part of the job, but right now, I can 
still sell records and keep somewhat of a 
private life, which is very manageable for 
me, and I quite like it. On the other hand, I 
love it when somebody would come up and 
say ‘Hey thank you for the music.’ I think 
that’s all part of the job. I’m not really a big 
fan of artists who are celebrities who 
whine a lot about that part of it. That 
comes with the territory

VOICE: How do you incorporate 
soul into your music?
Koz: It’s a focus on the melody. Also, 
every artist, no matter what music they 
play or if they sing, they have the unique 
experiences of their lives to draw upon 
and make their art. I draw on my experi­
ences as a kid growing up, part of it was 
a gay kid growing up, and what that 
meant. Saxophone was, without question, 
a vehicle for me. It was an escape, a place 
to channel all that energy When I was 
growing up, I was a confused kid, and the 
saxophone was a life raft for me. It was a 
chance to channel all that soul and ener­
gy into a place that gave me positive feed­
back. It kept me from getting involved in 
drugs, gangs, drinking and whatever it is 
that people fall into unfortunately.

VOICE: How would you describe 
your fan base?
Koz: I’ll show up for a show and I’ll look into 
an audience and be completely blown away 
by what I see. I’ll think my music appeals to 
adults who are 35 and above, and I’ll come to 
a show and see a bunch of 20-year-olds there. 
Or, I’ll say maybe it appeals to more white 
people and a less urban crowd, and then I’ll 
go to a show and there will be 75 percent 
African Americans. Hopefully it appeals to 
people who like good music.
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DEADLINES 
8am Wednesday 

for online 
submissions only. 
530pm Tuesday 

for all other 
submissions.

Alignments 
Brakes

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

I CLASSIFIEDS Visit houstonvoice.com to place your ad. Up to 25 words only $12.50 per week. 50<Z each 
additional word. Fax toll-free 1.888.409.6768, or call toll-free 1.877.863.1885. Deadline for 
online ads: Sam Wednesday. For other submissions: 5:30pm Tuesday.

LOCATION!
REAL LOUISIANA STYLE For Sale $119K "Louisiana 
Style" Townhome 2 BR, 1.5 BA, All bills paid, large patio off 
bedroom. Small, quaint property. (832) 496-7570

THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS! 
Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

RENT/
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE In the desirable & conven­
ient Historic Westmoreland District of Montrose. Upgraded 
kitchens & BA. Most have hardwood or tile flpbrs. Attractive 
gated courtyards with mature landscaping & 'sparkling 
pools. On-site manager. Gay owned Sand operated. Rents 
start at $495/mo (studio), $550/mo (1 BR) and $695/mo (2 
BR). Move-in special for Voice readers! One month's free 
rent with lease. Call (713) 523-0500.

RESTORED HISTORIC COTTAGE near downtown. (902 Sa­
bine St) 2 BR, 2 BA, Hardwoods, appliances, WD, Central AC/H. 
Mention Houston Voice ad for one month FREE. $995/mo. 
(713) 256-7146.

WANTED TO RENT
NEED GARAGE APARTMENT HARDWOODS or tile, 
prefer Rice/Museum, will consider all surrounding 
areas. I am single male, happily employed, ex­
tremely quiet, conscientious, non-smoker,non-drink- 
er. Contact hurdler2007@webtv.net

RENT/COMMERCIAL/
EVENT SPAC

MONTROSE AREA OFFICE SPACE
Available 2/1 for minimum 1 year lease. 1 month deposit 
required, all utilities included, phone ready.
* Beautiful corner office 13x28, $750/mo.
* Adjoining 11x11 office $475/mo. (Could be combined). 
Both spaces include use of kitchenette & waiting area 
(Lotus Works Centre).
* 28x28 space $1,400/mo. w/ separate entrance & exterior­

building signage available. Perfect for meetings, group 
exercise, etc. (4040 Milam, Fitness Exchange Building).

Call (713) 880-0064

GREAT HEIGHTS LOCATION at 12th St & Heights Blvd. 
Charming courtyard. Modern kitchens with DW. On-site 
laundry. Central heat & air. 1 BR, $545/mo. 2 BR, $645/mo 
& $675/mo. Call (713) 523-0500.

LIVE NEXT to some of Houston's most beautiful historic 
homes. Exquisite public park across the street. Superb small 
complex at Harvard Blvd & 17th St in Houston's Historic 
Heights. Gated community with immaculately landscaped 
courtyard. Unusual & large apartments with private patios 
or balconies.- Many luxury amenities. 1 BR, $595/mo & 2 
BR, $695/mo. Call (713) 523-0500.

MONTROSE AREA 1 BR, 1 BA apt for rent on second 
floor of beautiful Victorian. Hardwood floors, WD included. 
Quiet neighborhood. $595/mo plus deposit. Call Jason, 

(832) 541-9801

RENT IT FAST with our new features. Draw attention to 
your ad by using our bold or box feature. Contact our cus­
tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

RENT FURNISHED HOUSING
GLBT COMMUNITY HOUSE
$100 wkly-furnished private bedrooms.
BILLS PAID. Cable, DSL, yard!
West Heights/North Sheperd/610 North
No alcohol/drugs (713)906-4119

ROOMMATE SERVICES
WANTED PROFESSIONAL PERSON to be a roommate in 
old Victorian house in Montrose. Be a animal lover & non 
smoker. $700/mo includes utilities. (713) 203-5824 
jdanielson1@houston.rr.com

BUSINESS DPPDRTDNITES
COME ALIVE IN 2005 Create an exciting stream of income. 
Register online for Free Info & Reports 
www.ambition.successfulpeople.com

INVESTORS NEEDED for planned, small, gay-friendly 
apartment/hotel in the Caribbean. SERIOUS INQUIRIES 
ONLY! For more information, contact Jim at 
houstonorth@yahoo.com

SEEKING CLEAN RESPONSIBLE person with work permit if 
appl with drivers license to help disabled woman with personal 
/ household activities. One of two live-in attendants, compen­
sation: free Room/board utils & phone + $ 168/wk. Please con­
tact Hiliary Fields (832) 722-4340 Email hfields@airmail.net or 
abledpubl@aol.com

DOMESTIC HELP

TEXAS SHIRT CO is hiring at our Heights Location. List of 
opportunities & application at www.txshirts.com/employ- 
ment.asp

HIV+ INDIVIDUAL NEEDED! Seeking a live-in gay 
person to clean, cook and give comfort in AIDS 
community house. Help others & get 1/2 OFF rent 
on private BR w/hot tub! (713) 906-4119

VOLUNTEERS

TRAVEL / D.S.A

LOOKING FOR GAYS & lesbians to participate in an 
interview study focusing on disclosure to parents. Must be 
over 18. Please contact Mat, (832) 242-1546.

VISIT GAY PALM SPRINGS!

Discover the Greater Palm Springs Preferred 
Hotels and Resorts. We've Got Something for Everyone 

in California's Great Gay Oasis!

www.palmspringspreferredgayhotels.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
LOOK!

NEED BUSINESS CAPITAL? Specializing in Gay owned 
businesses. All credit welcome! Any worthwhile project wel­
comed. Let me help you secure it. (713) 520-0324

PHOTOGRAPHY / VIDEO

- portfolios 

portraits 

events

713.240.5508 

d&VXdl&WXS • coni

CATERING
TAMALES!!!

Authentic Mexican Family Recipe! Try our traditional fill­
ings: Pork, Chicken. PLUS Spicy Mushroom, Shrimp, Jala­
peno & Cheese,
Vegetables. You name it - we might have it!! We also offer 
a huge variety of hot salsas! Catering available. Phone:281- 
443-0128

HOME IMPROVEMENT
„ HOMEWORK 
A+ QUALITY HOME REPAIRS

On Time! Fast response! 
(713) 493-9646

Place your ad
NOW! AT

WWW.HOUSTONVOICE.COM
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CLEAiyiBIG SERVICES
DETAIL CLEANING SERVICE

SINCE 1994
Make readys, Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly.
Owner operated. References.
We supply everything!
Office:(281) 859-4572
Cell: (713) 851-3425

MASSAGE
BODY MAGIC * STRESS RELEASE * DEEP TISSUE * 
Montrose. In/Out. 9am-midnight. (713) 857-1009

EXFKOCt..
Therapeutic Massage

Professionalism
The finest i) hfiitive loach Tberayy

by Appt Sam - 9pm 
Skf t raw accepted

OINK

REWARD YOURSELF
A NICE TOUCH/RELAXATION

OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE
832 978-7017

1 CENTRALLY LOCATED 
\ 7 DAYS/EVENINGS

OUTCALLS WELCOME

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE
Tall, masculine, muscular, state licensed, AMTA certified, 11 

years exp. Incredible, full body total release! $75. Inner Loop/ 

SW Mike, (713) 963-9603 

BODYWORKS BY LOU Professional relaxing massage by 
Experienced RMT & Certified Personal Trainer. Memorial 
Park & Clear Lake locations. $60/hr. Call Lou: (713) 204- 
2885. Visit: http://hometown.aol.com/bodyworksbylou.

wwvv.i5omr yTouch.com
FuU Body SENSUAL EXOTIC 

SwectWInc&ui by young
Hus Energy work, Rcfkxology  , 

Aroma MiMdc therapy. Shower availalde. 
Special S60 an hour! 

FHvate Central location. 
GalleriaAirt‘enway/ West. U

CALL MAZ 713-480-2004
(Wf #20572)

 

toncollege guy

• tkerapudic • wedish • iporti 

» deep littuc » myctherapy

• therapy

NEU/ Steam Room!!!
Montrose Studio

wwwja^c rwmt.com

MASSAGE
IN

MONTROSE
• Swedish
• Deep Tissue
• Relaxation

JOEL 713.397.8808
RMT 34440

MASSAGE BY BILL All knotted up? Let me help!
Incalls/Outcalls. 8am-10pm, 7days week. Excellent rates.

Bill (281) 530-4751

SWEDISH MASSAGE BY PATRICK Relaxation, Myotherapy, 
deep tissue. $60/1.5 hrs; $50/hr. (RMT #024589) (713) 807- 

7109, (713) 501-9852. deeptissueman2@aol.com

  

Ryan
j Fugate

Swedish Deep Tissue
? Spoils Neuro-museuler

Het Stone Massage Reiki
I ♦ 9 years clinical massage experience

♦ Sessions tailore d to in dividual

R.M.K N.MT, II ReikiT.

 

THE ULTIMATE MASSAGE 
for Today's Businessman

"4 Hands’ Massage
Body Waxing and Body Cuts Available

AND ASSOCIATE

MALE LOPEZ KENNY 
281-844-7456 713-515-2882

MASSAGE
Full Body Relaxation 

maninassage.net

713.942.2399
ROLAND
- Montrose location
♦ 7 days/evenings
* VISA/MasterCard
• Outcalls welome

LE

MASSAGE IN 
GALLERIA AREA
• Hot Stone
• Deep Tissue
• Erotic Nude
« Sensual______

|713.244.0393

W"'' 

PAMPER THE MAN IN YOUR UFE

r««;s
/'J

r ■

Lx ..AJ'

Win

f&i
■ J| “As»»

asrfSIF W Aroma Cocoons
*

a||j' Sunless Tanning

Facials

Waxing
Mankures/Pedicures

VALENTINE'S 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

TEXAS' FIRST SPA EXCLUSIVELY FOR TODAY'S MAN

2606 Grant Street • Houston Texas 77006

713-52-METRO 
526-3876 

www.metrospa4menxom

COUNSELING / SUPPORT
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS! 
Call our friendly classifieds staff to place ad! 

1 (877) 863-1885.

BUOY / SOUL
MANSCAPING MEN'S WAXING & clipping. Private location 

in Montrose. Call Dale (713) 529-5952 for appt.

DykeS TpWafcJl ior by Alison Bechdkl

siren
thpng

©2004 By ALISON BECHDEL

JANIS? WILL you SHUT 
thatoffandgetup 
HERE? yoU NEEP TO

FINISH PACKING
THEREVE 
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FEW' 

CHANGES 
atthe 

Home of 
TAStAlNE 
AND HER 

SON 
Jonas.

r THINK HE...I KEA^,SWF WAS 
Nou OFFICIALLY U/ATCHEDTHAT 

OPRAH EPISODE ON TEAMS' 
GEWDER KIDS MORE TIMES 

THAN THE"LlTTlF MERMAID.

50 HERTS 
5TUART'5 
5LTEPNG
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I DUNNO. I MISS My ANG6LIC 
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WITH DOtLS- NUd IM LIVING 
WITH THIS..7THI5 VALLf X 
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ANXIETY ABOUT BEING A SINGLE
BUT ON THE UPSIDE, AH MY

MOTHER RAISING A >WNG BLACK 
MAN IN THIS CULTURE 
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M0M, CAN I GET ASPARKty 
"KERRY 2004" P|N? PLUS T 
i THINK T might LIKE THE 
I NAME TERESA BETTER f
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p 
$
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HOW/

YEAH- IFSHE COULD JUST BE 
HERSELF WITH OTHER KIDS For 
A while, where "TK gender 
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l/ith all this, 
>6U KNOW.
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JONAS?

JANIS, IF >bU PACK 
QUICKLY AND SENS IFLY 
and listen 'k> Your 
mom, rhave some­

thing for you.

it's hideous/
CANT I TAKE  _ , 
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STUFF TOGETHER, 
PRINCESS. LOOK, I 
BROUGHT X>U SOME 
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tovE you/

hello kitty 
THoNG.
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and call toll free

STRAIGHT MEN

4 2 5 2 9 9 6
CHAT WITH HOT LOCAL GAY MEN FOR SEX RIGHTiNOW! |oif

GALAXYMAL
LIVE SEX CAIVIS - HUNG STRAIGHT & GAY WIEN 
7 day trial only $1.95 with Promo Code: TX2CJ

18+ only!

meet hot texas men in live personals & local gay chat rooms

your tmtont goy connection
JOIN FREE! 

call nowl«B88~;Z^BOYS@O

___________________________ 1. 888-726-9746 (only.^eefth/ntin 1$*)

WWW.SPANKTHIS.COM Being spanked, real discipline 
for young punks. New movie each month. Instant access or 
purchase.

WWW.HOTSTUDS.COM New hot original BareBack vid­
eos. Hot Studs, Sexy Twinks & Latin Boys doing it all raw. 
View online or purchase discreetly.

ESCORTS
BARELY LEGAL! Featuring male or she-male escorts. Incall/ 
outcall/24-7. Selective hiring. Cash & all major credit cards wel- 

come.(713) 526-1531

TREVOR! 
HOT YOUNG SEXY! 
PRIVATE Male Escort
Guaranteed fun. 

In/Out Calls 

Call for flat rate. 

713.627.3000

BODYWORK
ACCEPT YOURSELF
**Maverick &/or Daddy Blade** 

Body Electric, Leather or Both?

www.daddyblade.com (713) 864-2233.

MRSSfiGING

GUNS!
Not Voor

Tissue

Ift/Out 10am- 12am

Nick 
713-303-4941 

6*2 • 200lhs

HOSPITALITY!
Friendly 6', 2351b 

Blue-eyed Cowboy
Full Body 

Nude Massage 
And Body Worship

StriMJing Available!

h281-687-3735

SEDUCTIVE FULL BODY 
REIJ^TiaNW/BROhlZE54v 5’8** 

PhyAically Fit 8 Beautifully Hung 

In/Out CalU Private

Very OUcreet

TOBY (713)520-5477

Nude Rubdo\
DEEP TISSUE 
SPORTS 
SENSUAL 
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS 
Discrete I Safe I Fulfilling
JEFF 
IN MONTROSE 

713 208 I

f 
f

1

ADULTS OHLY
WWW.HOUSEBOYSUSA.COM

Looking for a Houseboy? Or seeking one?
www.HouseboysUSA.com.

DEADLINES • 8am Wednesday 
for online submissions only. 

530pm Tuesday 
for all other submissions.

Place your ad NOW!
AT HOUSTONVOICE.COM
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CALL BILL exclusively at FIGARO SALON 
4200 Westheimer @ Mid Lane 713-952-0680

2005 BEAUTY SPECIAL
FOR MEN ANP WOMEN

CERTIFIER A9VANCE9 STYUST £ COLORIST 
from Hollywood, CA 

ready for an updated look?
COME SEE ME!

ONE TIME SPECIAL 

50% OFF AU HAIR SERVICES 
or buy one get one free

HIGHLIGHTS • RAZOR CUIS • HAIR FLASHING • CORRECTIVE COLORING 
HAIR EXTENSIONS • MULTIDIMENSIONAL OR SINGLE WEAVE
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Not to be bitchy but...
WHY DO STRAIGHT MEN WHO HAVE 
sex with other men call themselves straight?
Why does a bi man call himself not gay?

YOU WANTED A NASTY GUY, BUT I 
tried that and you said I was mean.

You suck.

TO ALL THE QUEERS WHO CAN’T 
resist plastering the backs of their cars 
with triangles, rainbows, equal signs and 
other similar bumper stickers: Anybody 
who looks at you when they pass your 
activist ass will instantly know you’re 
gay — especially the dykes’ ,.

I JUST CAME OUT TO MY PARENTS.
It was about as enjoyable as the blowjob I 
had from last night’s trick. Yuck!

IF YOU ARE BLACK AND YOUR 
friends want you to speak in “Ebonic” to 
show “racial loyalty” then your friends 
are racists. This so-called language was 
created out of fear that black children 
couldn’t learn English.

TO THE GUY WHO LEFT ME ON MY 
birthday after I opened my home to him:

TO THE STRAIGHT COUPLES WHO 
keep trying to get me to join their “little 
girl” in a threesome: No, I will not have 
sex with some dogface married guy I’m a 
dyke. So leave me alone and go back to 
your breeder bar.

TO THE BITCH AT THE FRONT DESK. 
I’m not a member of the KKK or a skin­
head. I’m bald because my chemo treat­
ments made my beautiful hair fall out.

IF I TOLD YOU IN ONE CHAT ROOM 

BIGGER IS 
BETTER

• 56 CHANNCL STATC OF TH€ 
ART PR€VI€W ROOMS

• OV€R 15,000 DVD'S
& VIDCOS

• MAGAZINCS & 
PAPERBACKS

• NOVCLTICS

• MASSIVE ASSORTMENT 
OF TOVS

HEADLINERS 24 HR VIDEO 
7330 S.W. FREEWAY SUITE F 

CORNER OF FONOREN 
7'I3-B7O-73O9

■■ *

*
'“'J

I miss playing the harp. At least I could put 
something between my legs anytime I wanted.
that I’m not interested in you, I’m not 
going to change my mind in another one. 
Leave me alone.

ARE YOU KIDDING US WITH THIS?
You tried to date an 11-year-old when you 
were 30? And now that he is 31, you say 
he is old for you? Let me dial: 9-1-1

TO THE BLACK GAY MEN WHO KEEP 
crying for attention from racist white 
gays: Stop wasting energy on ignorant, 
arrogant white people who don’t 
have a clue!

WHY DOES THE GUY WHO SAYS IT 
burns when he pees is still trying to 
hook-up? You don’t need a cure;
you need an anti-erection pill.

SO YOU HAVE NO QUALMS ABOUT 
spending $30 on drinks and cover charge 
at a club, but balk at paying $25 to have 
your hairy back waxed?

TO THE GIRL WHO REFERS TO 
herself as Tina: Why you gotta burn so 
bad? Damn!

HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT 
Hollywood’s portrayals of gay black men 
are always that of an over-the-top, 
flaming queen?

TO THE MCC-GOING, ELECTORALLY 
bitter lesbian who refused to date this 
Republican: I hope you meet some left­
leaning dyke with a “progressive world 
view” who treats you like crap.

TO THE GUY WHO HAS ONLY BEEN out 
for three years, is in a “loving relation­
ship,” and thinks “Bitch Session” is a bit 
childish: It’s obvious you’ve only been out 
for three years.

HEY “BEARS,” HERE’S YOUR LITMUS 
test: If I throw you a football and you try 
to dribble it, you aren’t a bear; you’re just 
another fat nelly princess.

WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH STRAIGHT 
people taking control of our cause for. gay 
marriage? Is it because all of our Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s are still in the closet or 
are we bitching too much without action?

THE NEXT TIME SOMEONE CALLS A 
guy like me a bitch, I’m going to bitch 
slap him.

Editors' note: These are real bitches, sent in by real readers, 
about gay life's little annoyances, and the big ones, too. 
Got a bitch?
Call 1-800-858-8088
or e-mail: bitch@expressgaynews.com

BADPUPPY.COM

money website with www.PuppyCash.com
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Cum with thousands of hot hung jocks and 
local men now bn Jive cam, video & phone!!

( The Free Gay Directory

28,000 Websites Listed

1,000s of Free Sex

12,000+ Free Stories jp

36 eausy-to-si<irf A 
categories

Leather Solo
Athletes Cruising
Voyeurs Uniforms
Twinks Adult Stores
Escorts Exhibitionists

Straight Men 
Bodybuilders/

z\
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Who’s Waiting for You?
Live Local Men
Houston
713-595-0000
817-289-1234 214-379-7979
210-933-1234 512-735-5000

Other Local #’s
1 -800-777-8000

FREE TRIALCODE: 1693

V3,ued at Visit lOpercentcom today and
$1 dA95 prebook your copy of

1 now onlyws queerasfolk
SfSnOO THE COMPLETE 4TH SEASON ON DVD & VHS

Wsavings!

VMS

I

The Complete 4th Season Release Date: April 5th, 2005

THE FIRST 500 CUSTOMERS WILL RECEIVE A QUEER AS FOLK 

GIFT PACK CONTAINING A LIMITED EDITION POSTER AND 3 
COLLECTIBLE MAGNETS VALUED AT $40, ABSOLUTELY FREE!!

To order by phone call: 

888-910-7372 
or log on to our website! 10percent.com
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Body Treatments

Aroma Cocoons

Waxing
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Sunless Tanning 

Facials I Back Facials

Hot Stone Massage’

Massage Cupping
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- Full Body Massage

Reflexology
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Texas' first FULL SERVICE Spa
Exclusively for Today's Man
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EST. 2004
2606 Grant Street • Houston Texas 77006

713-52-METRO
526-3876

www.metrospa4men.com


