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Pro-gay Danburg ousted by Wong
Gays lose 'powerful voice/ and 
most other potential allies fall 
short of earning TX offices
By PENNY WEAVER

Democrats are still reeling from the 
Republican sweep at the polls this week, 
and gay Texans have lost at least one 
strong advocate from the state legislature.

Tuesday’s election brought mostly GOP 
victories, and many gay political activists 
in Houston say that equates to bad news 
for the future of gay rights in Texas.

“The people that have been fighting for us 
are gone,” said gay political consultant Grant 
Martin. He lamented the wins of Republicans.

“These guys are mean and evil and 
they’ve got a blank check in Washington 
and they’ve got a blank check in Austin 
and it just scares me to death,” Martin 
added. “That’s the way I feel.”

Longtime lawmaker Debra Danburg, a

Please see OUSTED, on Page 4
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Gay Texans lost a major ally in the state legislature this week as Democrat Debra Danburg lost the Nov. 5 election to 

Republican Martha Wong. Danburg earned 46 percent of the vote, while Wong won with 54 percent In other state 

races, candidates perceived as gay-friendly lost to their opponents. For governor, incumbent Republican Rick Perry 

defeated Democrat Tony Sanchez by 578 percent to 40 percent For U.S. Senate, to replace retiring conservative Phil 

Gramm, Republican John Cornyn defeated gay-friendly Democrat Ron Kirk by 55.3 percent to 43.4 percent

GOP wins control of U.S. Senate
Democrats: Election 
results are bad news 
for pro-gay measures

issues that had nothing to do with gays 
or pending gay rights legislation.

While clashing over the impact the 
GOP electoral victory will have on gay 
rights, gay Democratic and gay 
Republican leaders also expressed agree­
ment on two other aspects of the elec-

By LOU CHIBBARO JR.
tion. The defeat of three out of four anti- 
gay ballot measures and the election of

'02
" _ tories in at least three piv-

। otal races. Here in Georgia, 
Rep. Saxby Chambliss (R- 

— ------ 1 Ga.), who opposes gay rights
legislation, defeated incum­

bent Sen. Max Cleland (D-Ga.), a strong 
supporter on gay issues.

In Missouri, Sen. Jean Carnahan (D- 
Mo.), a gay rights supporter, lost to 
Republican challenger Jim Talent. And 
in Minnesota, former Vice President 
Water Mondale, another longtime sup-

of the U.S.
of more

at least 34 openly gay candidates 
throughout the country, show that sup­
port for gay equality continues to grow.

The Republican takeover CAMPAIGN of the Senate came from vic-

The Republican takeover 
Senate and the election 
Republicans to the House of 
Representatives will jeopar­
dize efforts to pass pro-gay leg­
islation in Congress and could 
make it easier for President 
Bush to appoint conservative 
judges that are hostile to gay
rights, gay Democrats said this week.

Officials with the Log Cabin 
Republicans, a national gay GOP group, 
disputed the assessment, but agreed with 
gay Democrats that the Republican gains 
in the Nov. 5 national elections were due 
to sweeping national and international

In the powerful Senate Judiciary Committee, Sen. 

Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), a strong gay rights ally, is 

expected to be replaced as chair by Sen. Orrin 

Hatch (R-Utah), who opposes gay-inclusive hate 

crimes legislation and a bill to ban anti-gay job 

bias. (Photos by AP)

porter on gay issues, lost to Republican 
Norm Coleman, whose views on gay 
rights and AIDS issues have not been as 
strong as Mondale’s. Mondale entered

Please see GOP WINS, on Page 8
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Rice coach's comments anger gays
Hatfield apologizes after 
fallout from story in 
Chronicle of Higher Education
By PENNY WEAVER

Houston’s Rice University football coach 
Ken Hatfield has apologized for remarks 
attributed to him saying that he might con­
sider removing a gay player from the team.

Hatfield’s comments, printed in the Nov. 1 
issue of The Chronicle of Higher Education, 
angered student groups and prompted a meet­
ing with the school president.

In a Chronicle story about gay athletes 
titled “The Loneliest Athletes” by Jennifer 
Jacobson, Hatfield asserts homosexuality 
clearly conflicts with his religious beliefs.

Discussing the sentiments of coaches 
and athletes about gays, the article states:

“Among the members of the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes, which has a large fol­
lowing, is Rice University’s football coach, 
Ken Hatfield, who says homosexuality clear­
ly conflicts with his religious beliefs. T 
believe in the Bible,’ he declares.

“He has been a member of the fellowship 
since 1965. Its ‘sexual purity’ policy states: ‘God 
desires His children to lead pure lives of holi­
ness. The Bible is clear in teaching of sexual sin, 
including sex outside of marriage and homo­
sexual acts. Neither heterosexual acts outside of 
marriage nor any homosexual act constitute an 

alternative lifestyle acceptable to God.
‘A collegiate coach for 36 years, Mr. Hatfield 

has never had a player come out to him.
“If a player did go public about being 

homosexual, the coach would be concerned 
both about the effect on the team and what 
the parents of other athletes would think, he 
says. He would ask the player, ‘What hap­
pened? What changed since we recruited 
you? When did this come about?’

‘After all, people make a choice about 
homosexuality, Mr. Hatfield says, just as they 
make choices about drinking, about going to 
church. ‘I’ve never seen any scientific Study 
say there’s a homosexual gene.’

“He says that while he would not neces­
sarily kick a player off the team for being gay, 
he probably would think hard about it.”

Hatfield said the article never directly quot­
ed him saying that he would take a player off a 
team for being gay and that he was trying to con­
vey he wasn’t sure how he would deal with such 
a situation because he’s never been through it.

“I’m not going to do anything derogatory 
toward Rice University and its policies, period,” 
Hatfield told the Houston Chronicle last week.

The Chronicle for Higher Education, a 
newspaper for college administrators and 
faculty members, stands behind its story.

After the article came out, Rice President 
Malcolm Gillis met with Hatfield, who is active 
in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

“I made very dear that Rice and I, personally 
are committed to our nondiscrimination policy 
and that all university employees would carry out 
that policy fully” Gillis told the Houston Chronide 

in an e-mail response to questions.
Hatfield sent an apology letter that 

appeared on The Chronicle of Higher 
Education’s Web site. Gillis also sent a letter, 
claiming Hatfield’s stance is contrary to 
Rice’s policy on nondiscrimination.

The Rice Student Association is calling 
on Hatfield to print an apology in the 
school’s student newspaper.

On Monday the student association approved 
a resolution regarding the issue, stating: 
“Hatfield’s statements are unacceptable because 
they conflict with Rice’s policy of nondiscrimi­
nation; his statements evidence and intensify an 
emotionally harmful environment of discrimi­
nation for students, especially athletes; his state­
ments misrepresent Rice University”

The resolution requested that the coach 
apologize to the student body and also request­
ed “an evaluation by the university of practices 
in the athletics department that may discrimi­
nate against homosexual athletes or foster an 
environment of intolerance.”

The students also stated: “discrimination 
towards anyone because of sexual orientation 
is as unacceptable as any other form of dis­
crimination, and... the university has a respon­
sibility to enforce the nondiscrimination policy 
as such. We support an atmosphere of accep­
tance for all members of the Rice community”

PRIDE, the school’s gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender student group, found 
Hatfield’s comments troublesome.

“As someone representing the university, 
I feel it’s his job, especially as a coach, to 
make his athletes feel safe and supported,”
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about gay 

athletes.

said Uri McMillan, president of Pride.
The Rice faculty at its regularly scheduled 

meeting Tuesday unanimously passed a reso­
lution “repudiating any statements that 
might seem to imply that the University dis­
criminates and reaffirming the university’s 
policy of nondiscrimination.”

Hatfield, the fifth-winningest active coach in 
Division I-A college football, is in his ninth sea­
son at Rice. He was previously head coach at the 
Air Force Academy Arkansas and Clemson.

Steven C Nebel, external vice president 
for Rice’s PRIDE, said the incident high­
lights a need for review of the university’s 
non-discrimination policy.

“It is important at this juncture to examine 
just how the ‘non-discrimination’ policy ought 
to serve the whole of the Rice community” 
Nebel said in a PRIDE press release. “The per­
sonal beliefs of every member in the Rice com­
munity — ‘queer,’ ‘leftist,’ ‘right-wing 
Christian’ or otherwise — should be and are 
guaranteed protected status. In no instance, 
however, may any individual’s belief occasion 
actions which limit another’s right to his/her 
own belief system and expression thereof.”

The Associated Press contributed to this story.

Rev. Mel White brings Soulforce to Houston

* 
*

White gave a 

number of ser­

mons at differ­

ent Houston 

churches while 

in the Bayou 

City. He also 

lectured at a 

dinner for 

members of the 

Greater 

Houston GLBT 

Chamber of 

Commerce. 

(Photo by 

James Null)

White spoke at a PFLAG meeting on Sunday, Nov. 3. (Photo by Dalton 

DeHart)

White is well known for trading barbs with anti-gay televange­

list Rev. Jerry Falwell. (Photo by James Null)

£

With White as the guest speaker, the Sunday PFLAG meeting 

drew more than 100 people. (Photo by Dalton DeHart)

-■■■■

Rev. Mel White, 
co-founder and executive 
director of Soulforce, a 
group committed to teaching 
and applying the principles 
of nonviolence promoted by 
Gandhi and Martin Luther 
King Jr. on behalf of sexual 
minorities, made several 
stops while in Houston last 
week. Hundreds of people 
turned out to see the 
dynamic gay rights activist.

*

't

As part 

of his 

Houston 

stop, 

White 

signed 

copies 

of his 

autobiog­

raphy, 

'Stranger 

at the 

Gate.' 

(Photo 

by James 

Null)
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Gay-friendly Bell wins legislative seat
OUSTED, continued from Page 1

gay-friendly Democrat, was ousted from polit­
ical office Tuesday by opponent Martha Wong, 
a Republican. In the newly redrawn District 
134 legislative seat, Wong won with 54 percent 
of the vote, topping Danburg’s 46 percent.

“We’ve lost a powerful voice,” said 
Kenneth Jones, president of the Houston 
Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus, which 
endorsed Danburg.

But gay Republicans say now is an 
opportunity to work within their party to 
improve representation for gay Texans.

“Gay organizations which vest all their 
effort into the anemic Texas Democrat 
Party are missing opportunities to move the 
issue of equality for gays and lesbians for­
ward,” said Steve Labinski, president of the 
Austin chapter of Log Cabin Republicans, a 
group for gay GOP supporters. “Exclusively 
working with the Democratic Party will not 
advance equal rights one inch.

“Now, we have Republicans completely 
running all levels of the Texas Legislature, 
and that means that we need to — rather 
than act hysterical about it — work with 
people who are there.”

Danburg a strong ally
Former Houston City Council member 

Wong earned victory over Danburg in a 

district redrawn by Republicans after 
Census 2000 numbers required redistrict­
ing throughout the state. Danburg’s dis­
trict, formerly strongly Democratic, sud­
denly was largely made up of GOP voters, 
and the representative said early in the 
election process that it would be a tough 
race for her.

Neither Danburg nor Wong could be 
reached for comment by press time this 
week.

But gay political leaders in Houston 
pointed directly to redistricting as the rea­
son for Danburg’s defeat.

“We lost Debra Danburg and people 
like her because they were specifically 
targeted by the Republican redistricting 
board,” said Clarence Bagby, a gay politi­
cal observer who has been active for sev­
eral years in the HGLPC, National Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force and the Human 
Rights Campaign.

Bagby explained that during redistrict­
ing, Texas Democrats at the federal level 
hired attorneys as counsel to help protect 
their districts. Since many at the state 
level did not do so, the GOP was able to 
change once heavily Democratic districts 
into Republican strongholds, he said.

“Unfortunately, the state House 
Democratic members did not hire their 
own legal counsel in the redistricting bat­
tle, as the federal Democrats did,” Bagby 

noted. “That is a central reason why these 
House districts ended up being changed to 
the extent that they were.”

Danburg is known for supporting pro­
gay efforts such as hate crimes legislation. 
Prior to the election, Wong expressed will­
ingness to represent gay voters as well as 
any other constituents. But some gay 
activists were concerned about support for 
Wong among conservatives, including 
notoriously anti-gay former Houston 
Mayor Louis Welch.

In addition, as part of a long question­
naire during primary- election competi­
tion, Wong’s campaign answered “Yes” 
when asked, “Is homosexuality a sin 
against God?”

Late this week, the HGLPC’s Jones said 
that even if Wong is not as anti-gay as 
some fear, she cannot be the friend to gay 
Texans that Danburg proved to be.

“The main thing that Debra did for us is 
she made sure that anti-gay adoption bills 
never even reached the floor of the House 
to be voted on,” Jones said. “It’s going to 
come to the floor now. As a freshman law­
maker, even if Wong wanted to, I don’t 
think she could stop it.

“I have my serious doubts if she’s 
willing to stop it, even if she had the abil­
ity,” he added. “She doesn’t have the abil­
ity — freshmen lawmakers don’t have 
that ability.”

Top state races go to GOP
Texas candidates who at least 

appeared gay friendly were defeated at the 
polls Tuesday.

For governor, Republican incumbent 
Gov. Rick Perry defeated Democratic chal­
lenger Tony Sanchez with 57.8 percent of the 
vote. Sanchez earned 40 percent of the vote.

For lieutenant governor, Republican 
David Dewhurst bested Democrat John 
Sharp, 51 to 46 percent.

Another race closely watched by gay 
Texans was for the U.S. Senate seat vacated 
by anti-gay conservative Phil Gramm, who 
is retiring. Republican John Cornyn, for­
mer Texas Attorney General, earned 55.3 
percent of the vote to defeat Democrat Ron 
Kirk, former Dallas mayor. Kirk is known 
for his gay-friendly stances while he 
served as mayor of that city.

“The ‘Dream Ticket’ of Tony Sanchez, 
Ron Kirk and John Sharp proved to go 
nowhere,” the Log Cabin’s Labinski said. 
“Rick Perry captured more of the Hispanic 
vote then Gov. Bush did in 1998.

“Republican candidates are reaching 
out to minorities, and they are reaching 
out to gays and lesbians,” he added. “Perry 
signed the Hate Crimes Bill and, unlike his 
Democrat opponent, he did not gay-bait.”

Please see OUSTED, on Page 5
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Gay lawyer loses bid to replace Democratic judge
OUSTED, continued from Page 4

The accusation of gay baiting by the 
Sanchez campaign triggered a rift between 
statewide gay political groups earlier this 
year. Log Cabin Republicans of Texas crit­
icized the HGLPC and the Austin 
Gay/Lesbian Political Caucus after both 
groups endorsed Sanchez.

“According to news reports, Sanchez 
was responsible for spreading rumors that 
Henry Cuellar is gay Is this acceptable 
behavior in 2002 for any politician?” said 
Lorri Dennis, president of the Texas LCR, 
said in February “We do not want to tell 
any group how to run their business. 
However, why can a candidate who plays 
upon homophobia fears to succeed receive 
caucus endorsements?”

In spring 2001, Sanchez sent a letter of 
apology to Cuellar, Texas Secretary of 
State, in relation to the incident to which 
Dennis referred. Private investigators 
hired by Sanchez’s lawyer, who was look­
ing into the origin of a reportedly threat­
ening letter, told Cuellar’s friends and fam­
ily he is gay.

That prompted Sanchez’s letter of 
apology, but he stopped short of apolo­
gizing to Cuellar for alleging that the 
secretary of state wrote the threatening 
letter to Sanchez, the Voice reported in 
April 2001.

Cuellar responded by saying that 
Sanchez needed to also apologize to 
Cuellar’s family and publicly admit that he 
did suspect Cuellar of writing the letter.

Gay Republican loses contest
One high-profile race for gay 

Houstonians was that between incum­
bent Judge David Patronella, a Democrat, 
and Republican challenger Alex Wathen, 
who is openly gay. The two vied for the 
Justice of the Peace post in Precinct 1, 
Place 2, and Patronella won with nearly 
70 percent of the vote.

The race garnered attention last 
month when conservative political 
activist Dave Wilson urged his fellow 
Republicans not to vote a straight ballot 
in order to withhold their vote from a gay 
GOP candidate — Wathen.

Wilson is well known for his conserva­
tive group, Houstonians For Family 
Values, which led support of the anti-gay 
City Prop. 2 last fall. That measure, nar­
rowly approved by voters, denies domestic 
partner benefits to City of Houston 
employees.

Wilson sent automated phone calls to 
voters to encourage them to avoid voting a 
straight Republican ballot. Since that slate 
of candidates included Wathen, Wilson 
wanted voters to be sure they don’t cast 
their ballot for that candidate.

“I feel like, whether you like it or not, 
there is a state law that prohibits sodomy 
in the state of Texas, and having a judge 
who professes to have a lifestyle that vio­
lates state law — whether it’s pedophilia, 
stealing, [or sodomy] — is wrong,” Wilson 
told the Voice.

In a race that stirred controversy among 

Republicans and gays, incumbent Judge David 

Patronella (left) won easily over gay Republican 

challenger Alex Wathen.

Wathen’s candidacy also has caused 
rifts among gay political leaders. Many 
support Patronella, touting his qualifica­
tions and friendliness to gay voters, while 
others back Wathen as a natural candi­
date for gay voters because of his own sex­
ual orientation.

Wathen compared gay political con­
sultant Martin to Wilson, since Martin 
supported Patronella’s re-election and 
Wilson opposed Wathen’s election. 
Martin and Wilson, in fact, worked on 
opposite sides of the City Prop. 2 battle 
last fall, directly opposing each other in 
the political arena.

This week, Wathen said the flak over 
Wilson’s tactics did not affect the Justice of 
the Peace race.

“It appears as if Democratic turnout 
was a deciding factor,” he said. “It appears 
that Dave Wilson’s efforts had no effect 
whatsoever.

“I was outspent by Patronella many 
times over,” Wathen added, saying of his 
defeat: “It’s what happens a lot of times 
when you run against powerful 
incumbents.”

Martin said Thursday that he was not 
surprised by the outcome of the 
Patronella-Wathen race.

“That was completely predictable,” he 
said. “That precinct is a Democratic 
precinct. You would have needed a very 
strong Republican candidate to unseat a 
popular incumbent. Apart from all the con­
troversy surrounding Alex, that would 
have been an uphill climb for any 
Republican candidate.”

Pro-gay Bell earns victory
In one potential bright spot for gay 

Texans, a frequent ally won a seat in the 
U.S. Congress.

Democrat Chris Bell, former Houston 
City Council member, defeated Republican 
opponent Tom Reiser by 55 to 42 percent in 
District 25, which covers much of Houston 
and Harris County

Although Reiser had said he believes 
in equal and fair treatment for all people, 
Bell has a strong pro-gay record. He sup­
ported the city’s anti-bias bill, approved 
last year, which prohibits discrimination 
based on factors including sexual orien-

Former Houston City Council member Chris Bell 

(left) won the District 25 seat in the U.S. Congress 

over opponent Republican Tom Reiser. Bell is well 

known to gay Houstonians as an ally, but Reiser also 

had said he supports equal rights for all people.

tation. He also opposed City Prop. 2, 
which prevents the City of Houston from 
offering health insurance and other ben­
efits to same-sex domestic partners of 
city employees.

“Chris Bell’s obviously a victory for 
us,” Martin said. “It’s notable that his chief 
of staff is an openly gay man.”

What gay Texans do now
Gay Democrats obviously are dismayed 

by Tuesday’s election outcome. Martin, who 
has worked on campaigns including the 
Sanchez governor primary effort, said he 
was “completely surprised” by the GOP’s 
overwhelming victory.

“I had no sense of this Republican 
tide,” he said. “I am personally devastated.

“It’s a big setback for our community,” 
Martin added. “I don’t know what they’re 
going to do in Washington, but we know 
what they’re going to do [in Texas].”

According to Martin, members of the 
GOP already are highlighting their top pri­
orities, and those include legislation specif­
ically opposing gay marriage in Texas.

The HGLPC’s Jones expects that not 
only will pro-gay legislation not appear in 
the state legislature, but that anti-gay mea­
sures will appear.

“The legislature in Austin is now con­
trolled by the Republicans and I doubt that 
there will be any bills passed that are 
friendly to gays,” he said. “I also think 
there’s a good probability of an anti-gay or 
lesbian adoption bill being passed.”

The most conservative members of the 
GOP may gain a stronger presence in 
Texas politics, Jones said.

“I think it’s going to be a challenge for 
Republicans without having the rightwing 
take over their agenda,” he said. “If the 
Republicans can succeed in holding the 
rightwing agenda off, I certainly wish 
them the best on this budget crisis, 
because it’s a mess.”

Jones expects that when budget cuts are 
needed, areas including AIDS services and 
sex education will be hit hard.

“I highly predict those cuts are com­
ing,” he said.

But gay Republicans said now is the per­

fect time for gay Texans to work with the GOP
“Log Cabin talks to Republicans 

about reaching out to the gay and lesbian 
voters,” said Lab inski. “Republicans in 
Texas want to reach out to untraditional 
voters.

“Log Cabin’s job is to do that for gay 
and lesbian voters, and that’s what we’ve 
done,” he added.

Wathen said he has no plans to run for 
political office again at this time, but he 
does want to be active in the effort to get 
the GOP to listen to gays.

“I’m going to keep working within the 
Republican party and with Log Cabin to 
ensure that inclusion wins,” said Wathen, 
who is president of Houston’s Log Cabin chap­
ter. ‘A lot of work still remains to be done.”

Martin, who also clashed with Wathen 
on the latter’s judgeship candidacy, does 
not agree that Republicans will work 
with gays.

“That party is firnjly controlled, at least 
in the state of Texas, by anti-choice, anti- 
gay fundamentalist religious right extrem­
ists,” Martin said. “I think that gay people 
that want to work with them instead of 
replace them...I think that the chance of 
their being effective is slim to none.

“I respect people’s political choices, and 
I actually think it’s better for them to be 
involved than not involved, but I just think 
they’re misguided,” he said.

Now is the time for gays — particularly 
gay Democrats — to regroup, the political 
activists said.

“The lesson for Democrats...is that 
Democrats have now tried to be Republicans 
and we all failed,” Martin said.

“This election yet again highlights how 
important it is for the Houston gay, les­
bian, bisexual and transgender and com­
munity to re-evaluate and restructure our 
approach to public advocacy,” Bagby said. 
“I think the central message of this elec­
tion is that we as a community have to 
come together and re-involve ourselves in 
groups lie the Houston Gay & Lesbian 
Political Caucus and offer our ideas and 
strategies for how to operate in this politi­
cal environment.

“We have to sit down and reorganize 
and figure out how we affect change and 
how we involve ourselves totally in the 
political arena and not just in the seg­
ments that are friendly or the segments 
where we’re invited to participate,” 
Bagby added.

Jones noted that voter participation 
obviously was a key in this election sweep 
for the GOP.

“I think the Republican turnout was 
phenomenal,” he said.

Two years ago, Jones added, 
Democratic judicial candidates, for exam­
ple, lost to GOP opponents by about 2 per­
cent. This week, many lost by about 4 per­
cent, even though most campaigned more 
in this election.

“They worked hard this time. They 
kissed so many babies their lips were 
numb,” Jones said. “It was turnout, turnout, 
turnout, turnout. Republican turnout was 
very good, and that’s what killed us.”
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Groups co-host encore of gay history forum as fund-raiser
The Stonewall Law Association of Greater Houston, Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center and Gulf Coast Archives & Museum of LGBT History present “GLBT History 
Houston’s First Decade: 1975-1985” this week. Presenters Ray Hill, Phyllis Randolph Frye and 
Aaron Coleman will lead the discussion. The $10 suggested donation at the door benefits the 
community center and GCAM. According to organizers, no one will be turned away because of 
inability to pay Those who wish to attend can pay at the door or via PayPal at www.gcam.org. 
Light refreshments will be served. On June 25, SLAGH hosted a program for commemoration 
day during Pride Week of the same title as Monday’s event. Many people, including the speak­
ers, have asked for a repeat performance. Judy Reeves at GCAM, Tim Brookover at the com­
munity center, and Jerry Simoneaux of SLAGH are working together to co-host that event as a 
benefit show for the center and museum. “The drive behind the show is to educate the com­
munity — especially those too young to remember — about our history” Simoneaux noted.
“Education is a cornerstone of the Stonewall 
Law Association of Greater Houston.” Matt 
McIntosh of OutBC.com has agreed to spon­
sor the event. John Nechman at SOGH (Sexual 
Orientation & Gender Identification Section 
of the State Bar of Texas) also will be a co­
sponsor, as is PFLAG of Houston. Other poten­
tial sponsors are being sought.

O MORE INFO
"GLBT Histay, Houstoi's Frst Decade: 1975-1985

7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 11

Cost: $10 suggested donation

Theatre Suburbia • 1410 West 43rd St.

www.gcam.org

Happy hour benefits non-profit 
group for ill pet owners
Leaders with Houston’s PAWS (Pets Are 
Wonderful Support) will host a happy 
hour next Thursday that includes music, 
food, a silent auction and door prizes. The 
cost to attend is $10 per person, with pro­
ceeds benefiting PAWS Houston, a non­
profit organization that serves the needs 
of low-income pet owners who are living 
with a terminal illness or limited abilities. 
PAWS Houston offers comprehensive ser­
vices designed to enable clients to keep 
their animal companions. Services 
include an animal food bank, subsidized 
veterinary care, volunteer pet care, 
grooming, and foster care when necessary.

O MORE INFO
Happy Hour PAWS benefit

5:30-8:30 p.m. • Thursday, Nov. 14 • Cost: $10 

Wild West • 6011 Richmond Ave.

For more information, call PAWS Houston

281-443-3360

Montrose Counseling Center 
sponsors new HIV support group 

“Living Well with HIV” is the focus of a 
new afternoon support group forming at 
Montrose Counseling Center, according 
to a press release from the organization. 
The group is open to men who identify as 
gay, bisexual or transgender. Sessions 
begin on Nov. 18 and will be held every 
Monday afternoon for 12 weeks from 1:15 
to 2:45 p.m. each session. Topics and 
issues will be determined by the needs of 
those who attend, according to MCC offi­
cials. Participants are asked to commit 
to the full 12 weeks and will be required 
to fill out an intake form if they are not 
already MCC clients. The center pro­
vides services primarily to gay individu-

O MORE INFO
Living Well with HIV support group

Begins Nov. 18 • Montrose Counseling Center 

701 Richmond • 713-529-0037 

www.montrosecounselingcenter.org

als in areas including mental health, 
HIV/AIDS, substance abuse prevention 
and treatment and health education and 
risk reduction.

Alford joins Houston Voice staff
Houstonian Steven 

Ewing Alford has joined 
the staff at the Houston 
Voice as an administra­
tive assistant.

In this new posi­
tion, Alford is respon­
sible for a number of 
office management 
duties, sales support 
and customer service.

Steven Ewing Alford

The youngest of five children, Alford 
was born and raised near St. Louis, Mo., 
until his family moved to Atlanta when he 
was 13. He attended North Atlanta High 
School for the Visual & Performing Arts. 
He studied in the International Studies
program with emphasis on the French lan­
guage. This interest led him to become an 
exchange student who lived in Toulouse, 
France, during his junior year. He contin­
ues to visit France each year.

In addition to his administrative duties 
for the Voice, Alford writes stories, reviews 
theater and takes photos for the newspaper.

“Everyone has been extremely giving 
and patient with me, and the Voice has 
given this unknown and relatively inexpe­
rienced kid an opportunity to learn about 
writing and publishing,” Alford said. “I am 
extremely grateful to be a part of the team.”

Penny Weaver, editor of the Houston 
Voice, said Alford’s contributions to the pub­
lication already make him a valuable asset.

“Steven helps us improve our customer 
service and polish our entire operation,” 
Weaver said. “His organizational skills, 
conscientiousness and personable attitude 
make him a great addition for the Voice.”

Alford is a writer, poet and music lover 
who counts among his favorite singers 
Whitney Houston, Enya, Judy Garland and 
John Lennon. He also is a Martha Stewart 
fan and admits to being “addicted” to CNN.

As he continues his college studies, 
Alford cites strong interests in becoming a 
novelist, as well as someday working in 
foreign relations.

FROM STAFF REPORTS
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Continued rise in syphilis cases seen among gay men
Implications for HIV infections 
spark strategy of 'aggressive' 
messages to gay men
By MIKE FLEMING

ATLANTA — A rise in syphilis cases 
among gay and bisexual men in a few large 
cities that surfaced last year has now 
spread into urban and rural areas nation­
wide, according to federal health officials.

The trend has sparked prevention 
efforts aimed at sexually active gay men, 
despite a focus by the Centers for Disease 
Control & Prevention on abstinence as the 
main defense against sexually transmitted 
diseases, according to Ron Valdiserri, 
deputy director of the CDC’s Program for 
HIV STD & TB Prevention.

“The overall syphilis rate in the United 
States rose by two percent between 2000 and 
2001,” Valdiserri said last week in a confer­
ence call with media outlets. “The syphilis 
rate among men in the United States rose by 
15 percent [in the same time period].”

Some 20 U.S. counties and one city — 
Baltimore — account for more than half of 
the syphilis cases reported. That includes 
Houston’s Harris County with 103 cases 
last year at a rate of three cases per 100,000 
population.

The increase came as somewhat of a 
surprise after the CDC vowed in 1998 to 
“eliminate” syphilis in the U.S. But that 
hope is not lost, even in light of the new 
information, Valdiserri said.

“Eighty percent of U.S. counties did not 
report a single case of primary or sec­
ondary syphilis,” he said.

The uptick in reported cases also caus­
es concern that it portends a rise in HIV 
because gay and bisexual men are increas­
ingly practicing unsafe sex. The first 
symptoms of syphilis, which can be cured 
with antibiotics, are genital sores, which 
can also help transmit HIV, a disease that 
has no current cure.

The problem is compounded because 
strategies to reach gays have presented a 
roadblock to health workers over the last 
five years, Valdiserri said.

“We now face many new and complex 
prevention challenges among men who 
have sex with men,” he said. “Those 
include HIV being viewed as a less serious 
disease in light of improved treatments, 
miscalculations or lack of understanding 
of risk for HIV transmission and difficulty 
reaching gay and bisexual men of color 
with effective prevention messages.”

The CDC is looking to “aggressive” tac­
tics, including studies to identify causes of 
the outbreak, dispatches of rapid response 
teams to aid local health departments and 
tailored outreach efforts, Valdiserri said.

A rise in syphilis cases among gay men creates a 

need for immediate response from gay leaders, said 

Ron Valdiserri, deputy director of the Centers for 

Disease Control & Prevention's Program for HIV, 

STD and TB Prevention.

“For gay and bisexual men, this means 
greater education about the role of STDs 
in HIV transmission, integrated HIV and 
STD testing and educational services as 
well as placement of STD and HIV infor­
mation in bars, clubs and other places 
where men gather,” Valdiserri said.

An “abstinence only” approach to STD 
prevention — advocated by President Bush 
and CDC director Dr. Julie Gerberding — 

isn’t all-inclusive and the CDC realizes 
that abstinence messages aren’t the way to 
reach gays, Valdiserri said.

“Those kinds of interventions are tar­
geted primarily to school-age children,” 
he said. “We’re talking primarily about 
people who are out of school and young 
adults.”

Messages to gays will “certainly” 
include reducing the number of sexual 
partners and “consistent and correct use 
of condoms,” Valdiserri said.

Some of the findings of the CDC studies 
in relation to the rise in syphilis reveal 
“the need for a much more concentrated 
and comprehensive community response,” 
Valdiserri said.

The criticism comes as gay leaders say 
they are hitting a wall in methods to reach 
gay men with prevention messages as the 
HIV era drags on.

“Our challenge is to underscore the 
connection between HIV and syphilis and 
renew the commitment from [gay groups] 
brought in the early years of the HIV epi­
demic,” Valdiserri said.

Whatever the solution to nipping the 
syphilis outbreaks, immediate action from 
all sides working together is necessary, said 
Cornelius Baker, executive director of 
Whitman-Walker Clinic in Washington, D.C.

“We are staring down a national health 
crisis,” Baker said. “We can’t wait for stud­
ies or validation to do something.”

Republicans
GOPS WINS, continued from Page 1

the race as a replacement for pro-gay 
Sen. Paul Wellstone (D-Minn.), who 
died in a plane crash three weeks ago.

But while the defeat of Cleland, 
Mondale, and Carnahan eliminates 
three gay-supportive voices in the 
Senate, the immediate effect of their 
losses is that a Republican-controlled 
Senate will replace all Democratic com­
mittee chairs with Republicans, some of 
whom have conservative, anti-gay 
records.

The Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor & Pensions, currently 
chaired by Sen. Edward Kennedy (D- 
Mass.), is expected to be handed over to 
Sen. Judd Gregg (R-N.H.), a conservative 
who opposes gay rights. The committee 
has jurisdiction over AIDS related 
issues as well as the gay rights bill 
known as the Employment Non- 
Discrimination Act, or ENDA.

The Senate Judiciary Committee, 
currently chaired by Sen. Patrick 
Leahy (D-Vt), a strong supporter on gay 
issues, is expected to be chaired by Sen. 
Orrin Hatch (R-Utah). Hatch opposes 
ENDA and the version of a hate crimes 
bill with protections for gays backed by 
Kennedy.

In the House, Republicans increased 
their majority by at least three seats. 
The current Republican leadership in

gain control
the House, which has blocked ENDA and 
the hate crimes bill from reaching the 
House floor for a vote, is expected to 
remain in place.

HRC, which endorsed both 
Democratic and Republican congres­
sional candidates, nevertheless noted 
that conservative GOP leaders in the 
House and Senate blocked pro-gay leg­
islation and argued that a Democratic- 
controlled Congress was the best way 
to advance such legislation.

“We wake up today in a very chal­
lenging environment,” HRC Political 
Director Winnie Stachelberg said 
Wednesday.

But Rich Tafel, executive director of 
the Log Cabin Republicans, argued that 
although the Democats controlled the 
Senate for 17 months, they did not bring 
up for a vote gay activists’ most cher­
ished piece of legislation, ENDA.

Gay U.S. Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) 
countered that Senate Republicans 
vowed to block ENDA through a 
filibuster, just as they used a filibuster to 
kill a Senate hate crimes bill earlier 
this year.

“So why take up the time if it couldn’t 
pass?” Frank said.

Lorri L. Jean, executive director of 
the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force, 
called the election a “disaster in terms of 
advancing gay rights legislation on the 
national level.”

Voters turn back three of four 
anti-gay ballot measures
Gay marriage ban overwhelmingly 
becomes law in Nev.
By CHRISTOPHER SEELY

While Election Day was a bitter pill to 
swallow for gay Democrats, gay activists 
claimed victory in four of five ballot mea­
sures before voters this week.

In three of the votes considered wins 
for gays by national gay rights groups, 
the measures asked voters to decide 
whether to uphold existing anti-discrim­
ination statutes that include sexual ori­
entation or gender identity.

Voters in Tacoma, Wash., were asked 
to remove sexual orientation and gender 
identity from a city statute approved by 
the City Council last April. But voters 
upheld the existing statute, according to 
election officials. The measure was 
turned back by a vote of 17,414 to 12,506.

The victory in Westbrook, Maine was 
not as strong. Voters there were asked to 
repeal existing protections against dis­
crimination based on sexual orientation.

By a slim margin of two percentage 
points, supporters of the anti-discrimi­
nation ordinance defeated those who 
opposed it. The vote was 3,316 to 3,126.

In Ypsilanti, Mich., voters rejected an 
amendment to the city charter that would 
remove sexual orientation from the cur­
rent non-discrimination ordinance and 
prevent gays from being considered a pro­
tected class in future city measures.

The vote against the measure was 3,080 
to 1,739, according to unofficial results 
from election officials.

A referendum in Sarasota, Fla., that 
adds an anti-discrimination amendment 
to the city charter passed with a wide 
margin, 73 percent to 27 percent, accord­
ing to results posted on the HRC Web site.

For gay activists, the defeat came in 
Nevada, where a statewide constitutional 
ban on gay marriages was approved in a 67 
percent to 33 percent vote. The constitu­
tional ban needed to be ratified by voters in 
two consecutive elections to become effec­
tive. The first came in 2000.

Despite the Election Day losses for gay 
Democrats, a “national bipartisan con­
sensus” in the fight over the ballot mea­
sures was encouraging, according to Seth 
Kilbourn, national field director for HRC.

“We have to remain optimistic that 
even in an election that clearly trended 
conservative, gay and lesbian equality 
emerged victorious almost everywhere,” 
Kilbourn said in a prepared statement.
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Neb. Supreme Court hears appeal in Teena case

LINCOLN, Neb. — The state’s highest court heard arguments 
Tuesday in JoAnn Brandon’s fight to hold law enforcement 
officials responsible for the death of her child, transgen­
dered murder victim Brandon Teena, according to the 
Lambda Legal Defense & Education Fund. Teena, who was 
born female but lived as a male, was murdered in 1993, just 
days after Teena reported to Richardson County Sheriff 
Charles Laux that he had been raped by John Letter and 
Thomas Nissen. Both were later convicted of murder. 
According to Lambda, Laux was abusive to Teena during an 
interview, “notified the rapists of the complaint” and “for­
bade a deputy from arresting the two rapists.” Last year, the 
Nebraska Supreme Court ruled that Laux’s actions were 
“extreme and outrageous” and ordered a lower court to 
reassess its ruling granting little damages to Teena’s mother. 
But the lower court then awarded only $5,000 to JoAnn 
Brandon for her emotional distress and only $7,000 for 
Brandon Teena’s distress before death. A higher damage 
award would send a message to law enforcement that trans­
gender victims cannot be devalued, Lambda attorneys said.

The mother of Brandon 

Teena is asking the 

Nebraska Supreme Court to 

again intervene in the law­

suit she has filed over the 

1993 death of her transgen­

dered son. (Photo by AP)

Ky. students walk out over 

gay group meeting on campus

CANNONSBURG, Ky — More than one- 
third of Boyd County High School’s stu­
dents missed a day of school on Monday to 
protest a decision to let a gay-rights stu­
dent group meet on campus, 
Superintendent Bill Capehart said, accord­
ing to the Associated Press. A ministers’ 
group is planning a protest of the alliance 
Sunday. The school’s teacher-parent coun­
cil voted last week to allow the group to 
meet, after twice rejecting the group’s 
application. Before the last vote, student 
organizers contacted the ACLU, which said 
the council was violating the federal Equal 
Access Act by denying the alliance per­
mission to meet at the school. “I just don’t 
think it’s a good idea for parents to let 
their children stay home from school,” 
said Jenny Reese, mother of Lena Reese, a 
15-year-old sophomore who is a member of 
the alliance. “It doesn’t set a good example 
for tolerance.”

Toys 'R' Us ordered to pay 

fees for trans plaintiffs

NEW YORK — A judge has ordered Toys 
“R” Us to pay nearly $200,000 in attorneys’ 
fees for three transsexuals who claimed 
they were harassed by workers while shop­
ping at a Brooklyn store, according to the 
Associated Press. A jury in June found 
that the plaintiffs were harassed but 
awarded them only $1 each. Donna 
McGrath, Tanya Jinks and Tara Lopez had 
each sought $300,000 in damages. Now U.S. 
District Judge Charles Sifton has ordered 
the store to pay $193,551 in fees to “encour­
age the bringing of meritorious civil 
rights claims which might otherwise be 
abandoned because of financial impera­
tives surrounding the hiring of competent 
counsel,” the judge wrote. An attorney for 
Toy “R” Us said the retailer would appeal. 
The transgendered women alleged that 
during two shopping excursions at a Toys 
“R” Us store in December 2000 employees 
called them names and menaced them 
with baseball bats.

Wall Street worker alleges 

firm fired her for being gay

NEW YORK — Jeanine Presa, a former 
senior vice president at ABP Investments, 
has filed a federal discrimination lawsuit 
against the Wall Street firm, claiming she 
was fired for being a lesbian, the New York 
Post reported. Presa said her boss questioned 
her repeatedly about her personal life. 
Shortly after acknowledging during a lunch 
conversation with the man, who allegedly 
flirted with her, that she lives with a woman, 
Presa said she was called in and fired with­
out being told why “I want my job back. I 
couldn’t believe it. My boss terminated me 
because I was gay” Presa told the Post. Bruce 
Hood, ABP’s lawyer, said Presa was fired for 
cause and not over her sexual orientation.

Court rulings in Del., Wash, 

recognize lesbian couples

DOVER, Del.— Recent rulings in Delaware 
and Washington show courts recognizing 
gay couples, even when the relationships 
have ended, according to the Associated 
Press. The Oct. 30 ruling by Family Court 
Commissioner John Carrow makes 
Delaware one of a handful of states where 
gay people have been ordered to pay child 
support to their estranged partners. Earher 
this year, Carrow set a state precedent by rul­
ing, in effect, that a boy has two mothers. The 
biological mother, referred to in court by the 
pseudonym Karen Chambers, became preg­
nant through in-vitro fertilization. She 
sought mandatory child support for the boy 
after her estranged partner was awarded per­
manent visitation rights two years ago but 
ordered to pay $501 in support monthly In 
Washington, Yakima County Superior Court 
Judge Heather Van Nuys ruled that two 
women ending a 10-year relationship must 
divide their assets equally That decision 
amounts to a divorce, although the state does 
not recognize gay marriage. Van Nuys said 
the relationship between Julia Robertson 
and Linda Gormley was “sufficiently mar- 
riage-like to provide equitable relief.”

From staff and wire reports

WWW.CHER.COM

COMPAQ. CENTER NOVEMBER 17
।——। Call for tickets 713-629-3700 (automated), or online at Ticketmaster.com. Tickets also available at all ticketmaster outlets including Foley's and

gmTicuwiu CQ.CQM i Wherehouse Music. All dates, acts, and ticket prices subject to change without notice. A service charge is added to each ticket price American
I------------j Express Membership Rewards points now accepted for all concert tickets. A Clear Channel Event.

A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO THE CHI LOREN'S CRANIOFACIAL ASSOCIATION.
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Finding & Keeping the Right Partner
A Houston Workshop for Single Gay Men

Love Relations} _

Join a real gay couple for an in-depth workshop 
in which you will learn about:

► Being attracted to better partners.

► Identifying and overcoming what 

has kept you single.

► Getting over going after the wrong ones.

► Improving your dating skills.

► Eliminating incompatible people sooner.

► Predicting the outcome via the 

natural progression of relationships.
► Exploring new places and ways 

for meeting the right men.

ann. Tony Carroll, lmsw-acp

Tonv @ HoustonTherapist.com

713.527.0000
For RSVP or More Information

Saturday, 10-5 with lunch ♦ Sunday, 1-5 with wine & cheese 
$115 ♦ Limited Seating ♦ Reservation Required

November 16 & 17, 2002
September 27 & 28, 2003

houston
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Maranatha [

November 10 • 
“God’s Word — The Private 
Investigator of My Life” 
Rev. Janet Parker

Fellowship
Metropolitan
Community Church

"Building Community Through Compassion"
Visit Our New Improved & Larger Nursery/Children’s area

Church Service 
begins at 10am and 
nursery is available 
for small children. 
Mid-week “Home 

Group" services on 
Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.

Please Join Us For 
Praise and Worship at our 
Sunday Morning Service 
And Experience The Love 

That Maranatha Fellowship 
MCC Has To Offer!

3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at 10AM
Church office 713-528-6756 • E-mail maranatha@evl.net 

www. maranathamcc. com

Just look at what we've been up to!
A small group of people can do mighty things in a short time with God's 
help — but only if they are a people of faith that do more than just talk about 
faith, love and charity.

1. Provide one week of food for 176 people through our Food Pantry.
2. Provide school supplies for 80 children through the "Return to School 

With Dignity" ministry
3. Provide 50 winter jackets for children in grades 1-5 in G.I.S.D.
4. Hospital Visits, Funerals, Utility Assistance, Weekly Services, 

Volunteering at the AIDS Coalition, provide speakers for the 
Speaker Bureau on AIDS prevention ...

... and many more valuable services to the people of Galveston County.

Most importantly, we have spread the word of God's love!
This has been accomplished in only 24 weeks with God's help. 

Won't you join us?
Services Sundays at 11:00am

Rev* Tom Martin, pastor
3712 Broadway 

Galveston, Texas 77550 
409.765.8500

y police beat
’Missing' gay accountant accused of fraud appears in N.C. court
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — A gay accountant who feces 15 
charges of bank fraud was unaware that he was under 
criminal investigation when he disappeared 18 months 
ago, his lawyer told the Associated Press. Andrew Reyes 
made an initial appearance in U.S. District Court Oct. 30 
after his return from California, where he was arrested 
Oct. 3 while entering the country from Mexico. Reyes, a 
former county Democratic chair, is accused of diverting 
$3.6 million from an accounting client to himself 
between 1998 and 2000. He could face up to eight years in 
prison if convicted. Reyes’ lawyer, James Wyatt, said he 
would enter a plea of not guilty When Reyes left town in 
May 2001, he was suffering from “very severe, catas­
trophic personal problems and was on the verge of a 
nervous breakdown,” Wyatt said. About the time the 
money began disappearing, Reyes became a major 
donor to the local Democratic party State GOP officials 
have called on Democratic candidates who received 
donations from Reyes to return the money

•••

■o

Andrew Reyes, a gay accountant and 

Democratic party luminary in North 

Carolina, appeared in court last week 

on charges that he defrauded clients. 

(Photo by Chuck Burton/AP)

Prosecutors prepare for possible 

'trans panic' defense in Calif, case

FREMONT, Calif. — As city officials in 
Newark, Calif, rejected claims that they 
remained silent in a local transgender 
killing, an attorney filed a plea delay Oct. 
31 for one of the defendants, according to 
the Oakland Tribune. Michael Magidson, 
22, Jaron Nabors, 19, and Jose Merel, 22, 
are charged with murder with a hate 
crime enhancement in the killing of Eddie 
“Gwen” Araujo, who was slain Oct. 3. The 
killing came allegedly after the defendants 
learned she was a biological male. Nabors 
pleaded innocent last week, and Merel and 
Magidson were expected to enter pleas 
this week. After the killing, activists criti­
cized the Newark City Council for inaction 
and silence, but council members said 
they wanted to avoid the national atten­
tion the slaying has drawn. Council mem­
bers held a special meeting before local 
television cameras to denounce the 
killing, according to the Tri-Valley Herald. 
“Hate and intolerance have again collided 
to take another young person’s life,” said 
Council member Al Nagy. “I’ll never 
understand that.” Prosecutors are prepar­
ing for a defense that may raise a “trans­
gender panic” motive for the killing.

Calif, man arrested in 

anti-gay home invasion

ADELANTO, Calif. — A 31-year-old man 
stands accused of bursting into his neigh­
bor’s home Oct. 18 and beating him in the 
face for being gay, according to the 
Victorville Daily Press. Deputies arrested 
Robert Jesus Alvarran on suspicion of 
violating a person’s civil rights, assault 
and burglary after the victim, a 46-year-old 
man whose name was not released, came 
forward, Det. James Hoffman said. The 
case is being investigated as a hate crime, 
which can add three years to any prison 
sentence. The victim stayed with a friend 
after the attack, but when he came home 
Oct. 29 and discovered his house was ran­
sacked, he reported the incident. “He was 
ready to sell his house,” Hoffman said. 
“That’s how terrified he was.” Alvarran 
was booked with bail set at $50,000.

Protest held on Ohio campus 

after anti-gay e-mail sent

OXFORD, Ohio — Hundreds of students, 
faculty and residents rallied Oct. 29 at 
Miami University to protest a derogatory 
anonymous e-mail sent to a campus gay 
group, according to the Associated Press. 
Twelve members of the campus organiza­
tion Spectrum received an e-mail Oct. 20 
saying its members “weaken the moral 
foundation of this country.” It went on to 
suggest that they “should go find (them­
selves) a ceiling rafter and a sturdy piece 
of rope. You know the rest.” Because the e- 
mail did not suggest that the writer 
intended to harm the recipients, universi­
ty officials concluded that it could not be 
investigated as a crime. The administra­
tion denounced the message, calling it 
despicable. “We want to show how strong 
our support is and make it known that 
these acts of homophobia ... are an attack 
on all of us,” Ross Meyer, a member of 
Spectrum, told the crowd at the rally.

Slain gay sailor's mother urges 

Navy panel to keep killer behind bars

WASHINGTON — Dorothy Hajdys- 
Holman, the mother of a slain sailor tar­
geted because he was gay, appeared Oct. 
30 before the Naval Parole Board, which is 
considering granting parole for son Allen 
Schindler’s killer, GayToday.com report­
ed. Terry Helvey was convicted in the 
1992 beating death of Schindler, a case 
which spurred a national dialogue on 
gays in the military and was a catalyst for 
then-presidential candidate Bill Clinton’s 
promise to lift the ban on gay service 
members. Holman, along with the 
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, 
collected more than 75,000 petition signa­
tures, which were presented to the Parole 
Board, urging the Navy to not release 
Helvey. “For the past 10 years, I have 
worked with SLDN to make sure Allen’s 
killer is kept behind bars,” Holman has 
said. A decision is expected from the 
parole board in December.

From staff and wire reports



HOUSTON VOICE www.houstonvoice.com

report
NOVEMBER 8, 2002 11

Health officials investigate safe-sex event with porn actor
ST. LOUIS — City health officials are investigating-allega- 
tions made by two former employees of an anti-AIDS agen­
cy that federal money was used to hire a gay-porn movie 
actor who stripped and engaged in sexual contact with 
guests at a “safer sex” event, according to the Associated 
Press. The director of the city’s health department, Dr. 
Hugh Stallworth, told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch that the 
allegations are “quite serious,” but that he could not dis­
cuss them further. Bruce Hopson, a lawyer for Blacks 
Assisting Blacks Against AIDS, called the allegations false. 
Hopson said BABAA paid an actor $500 to speak at a gath­
ering held in July at the private home of the group’s execu­
tive director. The actor “did not strip for anybody and 
nobody touched him,” but did appear wearing only a towel 
and boots, Hopson said. “That doesn’t mean he stripped. 
I’m not here to defend all of the actions, but we did not pay 
somebody to strip at a party,” Hopson added. The actor was 
paid from a $96,000 grant issued by the federal Centers for 
Disease Control & Prevention to fight syphilis.

Hugh Stallworth, director of 

the St. Louis city health depart­

ment, said his agency is investi­

gating allegations that a safe 

sex event for gay men featured 

a porn star. (Photo courtesy 

Southern California Public 

Health Association)

Herpes infections could rise 

without intervention, study says

NEW YORK — By the year 2025, if no pre­
ventive steps are taken, as many as 40 per­
cent of men and 50 percent of women aged 
15 to 39 in the U.S.'could be infected with 
genital herpes. That is nearly double the 
current rate, according to a mathematical 
model developed by public health experts, 
reported Reuters Health. The herpes sim­
plex virus type-1 commonly causes fever 
blisters on the mouth or face, and is typical­
ly known as oral herpes, while HSV type-2 
affects the genitals. In an effort to stem the 
spread of HSV-2, a variety of public health 
interventions are currently being formulat­
ed, according to the report from Dr. David N. 
Fisman of McMaster University in 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada and his col­
leagues. These include screening with blood 
tests to identify people who are infected but 
don’t have symptoms, along with programs 
to increase condom usage.

NIH chief looks for areas 

of promising new research

WASHINGTON — Five months into his 
tenure as chief of the National Institutes of 
Health, Elias Zerhouni has begun to settle 
into the job and to speak out about his scien­
tific and political priorities, according to the 
Washington Post. The NIH, an institution 
poised to enjoy its fifth consecutive year of 
major budget increases, includes the Office of 
AIDS Research, which manages the scientif­
ic, budgetary, legislative and policy elements 
of the agency's AIDS research program. 
Zerhouni spoke informally with NIH veter­
ans to see if there are areas of promising 
research that are falling through the agency's 
bureaucratic cracks. "I’m looking for areas 
that are not being addressed or that are big­
ger than any one institute," he said. Zerhouni 
said he is comfortable with the increased cen­
tralization of power at the NIH within the 
office of the secretary of Health & Human 
Services, a trend initiated by Secretary 
Tommy G. Thompson under the motto "One 
department, one voice." That push has trou­
bled some NIH researchers, as well as 
employees at other HHS agencies, like the 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention.

Bias a health issue for gays, 

Australian group says

SYDNEY —Prejudice can affect the 
health of gay men and lesbians, the 
Australian Medical Association said in a 
statement issued last week at the 
Amnesty International Global Human 
Rights Conference, according to Reuters 
Health. “There is still unacceptable 
injustice, prejudice, inequalities under 
the law, and serious health consequences 
as a result of homophobia,” Federal 
AMA President Dr. Kerryn Phelps said. 
Phelps pointed out that because gays 
experience discrimination, they are less 
likely than heterosexuals to seek health­
care. Doctors also need to be aware of 
specific health issues affecting transsex­
uals, she said. The major issues center 
around a reluctance to disclose sexual 
behaviors or sexual relationships, 
Phelps said. “Gay men and lesbians are 
less likely to undertake health screening 
of a variety of different sorts, particu­
larly leading to a higher incidence of 
cancer and heart disease,” she said.

Gates Foundation gives $6.5 

million grant for HIV research

SEATTLE - The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation has awarded two grants total­
ing $9.5 million toward research and 
development to fight the spread of tuber­
culosis and HIV, according to the 
Associated Press. The first grant, totaling 
$6.5 million over three years, was given to 
Family Health International for studies 
across several nations to test a drug for 
reducing the risk of infection from HIV 
among sexually active adults regularly 
exposed to the virus. The drug, tenofovir 
DF, marketed as VireadR, is already used 
for treating those infected with HIV The 
foundation also announced a $3 million 
grant to the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine to develop strategies 
that help find, treat and control tubercu­
losis in communities with high rates of 
tuberculosis and HIV infections.

From staff and wire reports
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viewpoint

Midterms weren't
so terminal
Suffering from a midterm election hangover? Are you a depressed 

gay Democrat? Fear not dear activist. Our cause is not lost.
The real gay movement isn't inside the GOP-controlled Beltway.

By CHRIS CRAIN

0
LOOM, DESPAIR AND 
agony on me. Deep, dark 
depression, excessive misery 

If you’re not a fan of 
country music or hail 
from the Deep South, you 
may not recognize the clas­
sic “Hee Haw” song of 
woe, but if you’ve spent any time around 

gay political junkies since Tuesday’s 
midterm elections, then you’ve heard a_ 
similar doomsday rendition.

Larry Pellegrini, a longtime gay rights 
activist, put it most memorably: “It’s 
Jackass: The Election,” he said. “God only 
knows what they were thinking, but 
they’ll be sorry.”

It’s been violin solos like that around 
the country since early Wednesday, when 
we learned that the Republicans had retak­
en control of the Senate and added several 
seats to their majority in the House. Even 
though the overall GOP pick up was only 
around five seats, you wouldn’t know it 
from the long faces on gay activists.

There are a few important reasons for 
this reaction, and they’re telling about 
where the gay rights movement is headed 
in the next several years..

FIRST AND FOREMOST, OUR ACTIVISTS 
and national organizations are too enam­
ored of the national Democratic Party.

The reality is that the odds were slim 
to none that employment non-discrimina­
tion and hate crimes legislation would 
have been enacted had the Democrats 
retained control of the Senate for the last 
two years of Bush’s (first) term. For all 
their pro-gay rhetoric, Democrats didn’t 
manage to even put ENDA up for a vote 
during their recent Senate reign.

Lest we forget, the last time the Democrats 
controlled both houses of Congress and the 
White House —1993-94—our movement was 
rewarded with the Defense of Marriage Act 
and “Don’t Ask, Don’t TtelL”

This isn’t to suggest that the restora­
tion of Trent Lott as Senate Majority

Leader is a good thing for gay rights, but 
Democrats have more than enough votes 
in the Senate to filibuster when it matters, 
especially on the inevitable right-wing 
Bush/Ashcroft judicial nominations that 
represent our clearest present danger.

Even the Log Cabin Republicans aren’t 
claiming that a GOP majority in the Senate 
is good news, but consider who’s leaving and 
who is arriving. The terrible twosome from 
the Carolinas—Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) and 
Strom Thurmond (R-S.C.) — are gone, albeit 
replaced by two more Republicans — 
Elizabeth Dole (N.C.) and Lindsay Graham 
(S.C.). But this twosome is comparatively 
much more moderate and shows no signs of 
aggressively attacking any signs of gay life.

In fact, it was the Democrat in 
Graham’s race who gay-baited, smearing 
Graham for accepting the endorsement of 
former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani.

It was also the national Democrats, in the 
form of the Democratic Senatorial 
Campaign Committee, who paid for an ad in 
Montana that appealed to anti-gay prejudice.

THE MYOPIA ISN’T JUST ABOUT 
Democrats, either. There is too much 
focus on Congress and Beltway politics.

Opponents of the Millennium March on 
Washington, especially the previous leader­
ship at the National Gay & Lesbian Task 
Force, made a powerful case several years 
ago that the real “action” in our movement 
is outside the Beltway. Their opposition to 
MMOW may have been misguided, but they 
were on point then about our movement’s 
new center of gravity. Two years and two 
elections later, the fulcrum hasn’t shifted.

The real advances are coming in state 
houses, in places like Vermont, Hawaii, 
California and (hopefully soon) New York. 
Even more progress is being made at the 
local level, in cities like Sarasota, Fla., 
where voters approved an anti-discrimina­
tion amendment to the city charter on 
Tuesday A day later, Chicago witnessed the 
passage of a transgender rights measure.

The good news for Democrats here is

that they retook the gubernatorial mansions 
in a number of important large and medi­
um-sized states, including in Pennsylvania, 
Illinois, Michigan and Tennessee.

The Human Rights Campaign — which 
used to focus exclusively on lobbying 
Congress but which has since broadened its 
scope — has taken steps to recognize the 
growing importance of state and local poli­
tics. This year, HRC even moved (somewhat 
quietly) into a select number of gubernato­
rial elections, including the important wins 
in Pennsylvania and Michigan.

The approach makes sense, but the first­
time effort seemed a bit haphazard. For exam­
ple, HRC chose to invest precious gay rights 
dollars in places like Maryland, which already 
has a statewide gay rights law, and where the 
HRCbacked candidate — Kathleen Kennedy- 
Townsend — was on record in opposition to 
some of the more important advances that 
could still be made there. (And she lost.)

In other important states, like Georgia 
and Texas, which lack even basic gay civil 
rights laws, HRC stayed away, and the gay- 
friendly Democrats were defeated.

THE NATIONAL GAY POLITICAL 
groups still deserve our support and have 
plenty to do, of course. Their success will 
be determined by their ability to adapt to 
the reality, post-Tuesday.

With the Republicans in control in 
Congress and the White House, HRC will 
be hampered by its longtime association 
with the Democratic Party, and realistical­
ly can do only so much to make inroads 
with gay-friendly Republicans. Their time 
would be better spent where they have the 
most influence, with the Democrats, lobby­
ing the party to take a more forceful and 
visible stand in favor of basic gay rights.

The Democrats’ poor performance in 
the midterm elections was in part 
because the party’s national leaders failed 
to generate excitement among core sup­
porters, including gays, by distinguishing 
themselves from the Republicans on the 
central issues of the day.

The national Democrats need to find their 
voice on gay rights and a number of other 
important issues, and HRC should use its 
influence to push the party in that direction.

For Log Cabin Republicans, who should 
now be at their most influential, the time 
has come to turn around. Instead of devot­
ing their visibility and their efforts as 
apologists for the GOP within the gay com­
munity, LCR needs to rediscover its mis­
sion of achieving greater tolerance and 
support within the Republican Party.

Does Log Cabin exist primarily to lobby 
on behalf of the GOP, or on behalf of gays? 
The next few months should go a long way 
toward answering that 
question.

nfTj Chris Crain is W ”

executive editor W*

of Houston Voice and 

can be reached at 

ccrain@window- 

media.com.
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letters
Parker: Politicians should 
acknowledge their sexual 
orientation when relevant

To the Editor:
Several Log Cabin Republicans have 

alleged recently in print that I don’t official­
ly acknowledge my sexual orientation and, 
specifically, that it doesn’t appear on my 
Web page. I didn’t respond the first time 
because it was raised in the context of a 
local Justice of the Peace race, and I did not 
want to make it an election issue.

But an untruth repeated more than once 
takes on a life of its own.

From my first council campaign in 1991 
to my first successful council campaign in 
1997,1 have listed the Houston Gay & 
Lesbian Political Caucus — spelled out — in 
my campaign literature. I considered that a 
point of honor. It was part of my resume. In 
later elections, of course, I ran on my 
record as a council member.

From my first day in office — and on 
every inaugural day — I introduce Kathy 
Hubbard as my life partner at the beginning 
of the televised council meeting. The emcee 
also introduces Kathy as my life partner as 
she walks across the stage during the tele­
vised inaugural ceremony that morning. 
Several times a year, when the discussion

LET US KNOW 
WHAT YOU THINK!
Send the editor your letters (400 
words maximum) or op-ed submissions 
(800 words maximum). Include a name 
and phone number for verification.

Houston Voice, 
500 Lovett, Suite 200, 
Houston, TX 77006 
fax: 713-529-9531 
e-mail: editor@houstonvoice.com 

concerns the GLBT community (i.e., non­
discrimination ordinance, domestic partner 
benefits), I openly acknowledge my sexual 
orientation at the council table.

My city council Web page has always 
proudly referred to Kathy Hubbard as my 
life partner. It also lists my presidency of 
the Houston Gay & Lesbian Political 
Caucus (spelled out in alphabetical order) 
among my past activities. Please see: 
www.ci.houston.tx.us/citygovt/council/1/

I am proud of who I am, and I have 
never hidden my sexual orientation. But, 
like most people and GLBT elected officials, 
I acknowledge it when appropriate.

I believe GLBT candidates have a 
responsibility to acknowledge the truth of 
their lives. I also believe that anyone who 
has accepted a leadership position in a 
GLBT organization should be willing to 
publicly acknowledge that — particularly if 
it is part of their political experience.

Annise D. Parker
Houston City Council 

At-Large 1

APPnrnLBm5frik^GAm... f
•ft

-v

0

0 )

)

UIWKLBWMWMWI'

r

CHAT P3W EEIAV POME^HC fWRfHIP DUEL

AM,

THE XANP HAS 
MOVED M 7b me 
XWCl/m KU>

^rsno 7;

loVE,}

o’

CIRCUIT QUEEN PRUG PECATHLON

HO?

Gay voices not loud enough 
as AIDS funding gets slashed

To the Editor:
Where are the voices of the community? 

Over the past month, there have been major 
threats to the health services available to 
the gay community. These threats have been 
met with nothing more than a booming 
silence from a community that once roared 
with the voice of pride.

With the purposed cuts in funding for 
the state’s AIDS Drug Assistance Program 
(ADAP), more than 4,000 people living with 
HIV/AIDS stand to lose access to vital medi­
cations. On a local level, gay men may lose 
the right to free HIV tests since “prioritiz­
ing” has placed testing for men who have

sex with men on the bottom of the list.
We have had to fight every step of the way 

since the beginning of the epidemic for our 
right to health care and access to the medica­
tions to fight this disease. Many of the heroes 
of the early days who risked social stigma, 
being ostracized, and sometimes arrest are 
now gone — they have died from the disease 
they fought both within their bodies and 
within their community Now, more than a 
decade later, it is up to us to take up the fight 
for our rights. We all need to voice our con­
cerns to the very officials making decisions 
that directly affect our lives and our health. 
Thinking that someone else will fight the 
fight for us is not the answer. If we do not 
stand up for our rights, who will?

Many gay men have no health insurance 
and rely on community agencies such as 
the Montrose Clinic to access free HIV test­

ing or low cost health care services. If these 
services are lost, the alternative may be 
paying out-of-pocket to see a private physi­
cian just to get an HIV test.

And what about the cost of HIV medica­
tions? How many people can really afford 
$8,000-12,000 a month, every month, for the 
drugs they rely on to keep them healthy?

Now is the time to make your voice 
heard in the offices of the city, county, and 
state health agencies. In this time of shift­
ing funding and a conservative administra­
tion, the complacency that has settled over 
the gay community must end.

We must all become watchdogs of 
our rights and raise our voices to keep 
those rights.

Michael Venator, RN 
Houston
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“[Rudy Giuliani is] an ultra-liberal. His wife kicked him out and he
moved in with two gay men and a'Shih 
Tzu. Is that South Carolina values? I don’t 
think so. ”

Alex Sanders, Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate 
in South Carolina, during a debate with his GOP 

opponent, U.S. Rep. Lindsey Graham, who received 
campaign support from former New York Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, who moved in with a gay Manhattan couple 
after separating from his wife. Graham later won the 

seat handily (New York Post, Oct. 29)

“If a Republican did that, it would have been major news ... that 
Republicans are small-minded, petty, they’re prejudicial. ”

Giuliani, reacting to the swipe taken at him by Sanders (ABC’s “This Week,” Nov. 3) K

“Mr. Sanders’pronouncement that it violates South Carolina values 
to accept an offer of hospitality from a gay couple is a bigoted 
comment that reflects poorly on Mr. Sanders. Apparently, I have a 
higher opinion of South Carolina values than Mr. Sanders does. ”

Gay U.S Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), reacting to comments by Sanders

“To have a famous member of the family both helps and hurts. 
There are a lot of things I do that tend to get lost in her celebrity 
status. The media finds it a lot more interesting than I do. ”

Daniel O’Donnell, 41, brother of lesbian 
celebrity Rosie O’Donnell, about the effect of 

their relationship on his successful bid to become 
the first openly gay lawmaker in the New York 

state Assembly (Associated Press, Oct. 6)

“What happened? What changed 
since we recruited you? When did this 
come about?”

Ken Hatfield, head football coach at Rice 
University in Houston, on what he would say to a 
player who came out to him. In 36 years of coach­

ing, he said, no player has done so to date 
(Chronicle of Higher Education, Nov. 1)

“God desires His children to lead pure lives of holiness. The Bible is 
clear in teaching of sexual sin, including sex outside of marriage and 
homosexual acts. Neither heterosexual acts outside of marriage nor any 
homosexual act constitute an alternative lifestyle acceptable to God. ”

Fellowship of Christian Athletes’ policy on “sexual purity” 
(Chronicle of Higher Education, Nov. 1)

“ljm — honestly I’ve never really, uh, I’ve never really — something 
that I’ve thought a lot about. ... Something that I will say, you know,
about, you know, the whole com­
munity is ... that I appreciate is 
that... and the people that I’ve met 
that are, I mean, it’s so non-dis­
criminating where music goes that 
it’s — it’s all — sometimes it’s 
almost inspiring that there’s 
people out there who just like 
music because they like music. ”

Pop singer Justin Timberlake, asked 
about whether gay fans will enjoy the 
N-Sync lead singer’s new solo project, 

“Justified” (HX.com, Nov. 5)
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Celebrities who have inspired gay 

worship include classic stars like 

Judy Garland, current divas like Cher 

and out gay men like Elton John. But 

some still disagree on what elevates 

a star to icon status. Decide for 

yourself when Cher comes to 

Houston's Compaq Center Nov. 17
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As gay Houston 
prepares for Cher, just 
what makes a gay icon?
By MIKE FLEMING

i con (i’ kon’) n.
1. An important and enduring symbol.
2. An object of uncritical devotion.
3. One who is the object of great attention and 
devotion; an idol.

a
 OP CULTURE OBSERVERS HAVE BEEN 

tossing around the word for years, assign­
ing status beyond mere “superstar” to 
everyone from Michael Jackson to Magic 
Johnson, for lasting and extraordinary 
contributions in their fields.

And gay pundits are on board.
The phrase “gay icon” may bring to mind the 

undeniable status of Judy Garland, Madonna, James 

larger 
than life'
Dean, Bette Davis, Rock Hudson, Barbra 
Streisand, Bette Midler and the indestructible Cher, 
whose “final tour” hits Houston’s Compaq Center 
next week.

“Cher is perhaps the most enigmatic of gay 
icons,” says Eric Braun, author of “Frightening the 
Horses: The Rise and Rise of Gay Cinema,” which 
includes a chapter devoted to gay icons. “The Oscar- 
winning actress with a multifaceted persona, exem­
plifying in her songs and costumes out, cut almost to 
the bone, well publicized cosmetic surgery, is maybe 
a current icon for most people with her ‘anything 
goes’ attitude.”

Cain Williamson, a gay Cher fan who “wouldn’t 
miss” the diva’s “farewell tour,” agrees that icon status 
is all in the attitude.

“The deal with Cher is that she doesn’t take any 
shit,” Williamson says. “She seems to know herself 
and genuinely like herself, and she feels no need to 
make apologies for who she is or the way she lives 
her life.”

That attitude naturally appeals to gay men, he says.
“Many of us don’t truly like ourselves the way 

Cher seems to,” Williamson says. “We admire things 
in other people that we would like ourselves to be. She 
has the balls to openly live her life in a way that does 
not necessarily jive with traditionally accepted social 
standards and succeed while doing so. She lives life on 
her own terms, something gay men don’t always find 
easy or even possible.”

Jack Kinley, another gay fan, says that Cher’s 
music “resonates with our culture because it is that of 
a triumphant outsider.”

“She has been a gypsy, a tramp, a thief and even a 
half breed,” Kinley says. “She has risen above the 
strange love/hate relationship typical of the American 
public and seems unaffected and even empowered by 
every backlash she’s endured.

 Please see ICONS on Page 16
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The difficulty in defining a 'gay icon'
ICONS, continued from Page 15

“She carries with her a refusal to be 
shamed or quieted by others’ disapproval,” 
he adds. “For a culture that is taught to be 
submissive and ashamed, Cher is a natural 
candidate for icon status.”

Love her or hate her, Cher’s status as 
a gay icon is undeniable. Her revealing 
Bob Mackie costumes are legendary, her 
acting credits include Oscar-worthy per­
formances and her musical repertoire 
encompasses female roles from unapolo­
getic rock maven to disco diva.

With nearly 40 years in the public eye — 
from the number one hit of 1965 “I Got You 
Babe” with husband Sonny, to the current­
ly popular “Living Proof” CD — the singer, 
actress and high-fashion model meets sev­
eral of the main gay-icon criteria that 
author Braun calls “larger than life.”

BUT WHAT PROPELS CELEBRITIES 
from simply famous to “gay icon?”

Creating a public persona that has tri­
umphed from early tragedy as well as an 
inherent vulnerability appeals to gays, 
Braun says. He cites Judy Garland, Marilyn 
Monroe and Doris Day as examples.

Kinley agrees.
“There are two central qualifications 

for gay icon status,” Kinley says. “A sense 
of triumph for someone whom the system 
would generally oppress (i.e. women, 

blacks and gays)... [and] that person’s 
refusal to be anything less than 100 per­
cent genuine at any cost.”

And while Cher and Judy Garland may 
be undeniable gay icons, finding consen­
sus on others may prove more difficult.

“Elton John is now the accepted icon 
for the establishment — knighted by the 
Queen,” Braun says.

But Williamson disagrees.
“I don’t think that Elton is the kind of 

person that most of the current genera­
tion of gay men would be devoted to,” he 
says. “He has not constantly remade him­
self into something new and different the 
way Cher has or Madonna has.”

And other stars may be either arguable or 
still on their way to achieving a lasting niche 
with gays. Margaret Cho, Britney Spears, 
Sandra Bernhard, Nathan Lane, Dolly 
Parton and even Greg Louganis and Rosie 
O’Donnell could qualify according to some.

Ultimately, celebrities ensure longevity 
with gay audiences by having gay appeal 
and being unafraid to be face down crit­
ics, Kinley says.

“These people have remained true to 
themselves and succeeded in spite of 
mainstream beliefs,” he says.

AND SPEAKING OF O’DONNELL, WHO 
came out in March on national television, 
gay male icons seem to differ from lesbian 
ones. Icons for lesbian fans are almost 

exclusively lesbians; those for gay men 
cover the spectrum of gender.

Martina Navratilova, Ellen DeGeneres, 
Melissa Etheridge, the Indigo Girls and kd 
lang all have strong lesbian followings and 
a long established “lesbian icon” status.

In the book “The lesbian Idol: 
Martina, kd and the Consumption of 
Lesbian Masculinity,” Louise Allen exam­
ines lesbian iconography through an 
analysis of lesbian recognition, identifi­
cation and desire.

“The star-fan relationship challenges 
the heterosexual notion of sex as deter­
mining gender, because the function of 
the masculine woman is a powerful signi- 
fier of lesbian identity,” Allen says. 
“Martina and kd embody an ongoing and 
lived-out lesbian identity that makes rep­
resentation of them in the mamstream 
media an unprecedented phenomenon 
which undercuts the primacy of hetero­
sexual gender relations.”

But for both gay men and lesbians, 
entertainers seem to dominate the gay 
icon status.

“What does it say about us as a group 
of people that we choose Cher and 
Madonna and Dolly and Britney as icons 
but ignore people like E. Lynn Harris and 
[gay Ga. state Rep.] Karla Drenner?” 
Williamson asks. “It seems we pick people 
who are popular entertainers as icons and 
ignore people who make significant con­

tributions in other arenas.”
Author Braun says that celebs who are 

“colorful” make the grade.
“Entertainment celebrities attract the 

focus of gay people because they are col­
orful, which most ‘respectable high-profile 
celebrities’ are not,” Braun says.

Kinley says that entertainers speak to 
larger truths that remain poignant out­
side the context of their achievements in 
time and history.

“To an extent, I would recognize that 
Greg Louganis is a gay icon — his history, 
popularity and courage were definitely 
instrumental in my acceptance of myself 
— but his legacy has somewhat failed to 
endure,” Kinley says. “He has been some­
what forgotten despite contributions of 
heroic proportions. Our culture’s obses­
sion with what’s new or the next best 
thing [could be what] contributes to an 
icon’s longevity, thus propelling them into 
the ranks of the memorable.”

O MORE INFO
Cher with Cyndi Lauper 

Nov. 17,7:30 p.m.

Tickets: $59.75 and up 

Compaq Center 

10 E. Greenway Plaza 

Houston, TX 77046 

713-843-3995 

www.compaqcenter.com

THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!
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Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

We do catered events for up to 200 people!
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

WINDOWMEDIA, LLC 

parent company to: 
Houston Voice - Texas 
Southern Voice - Southeast
Washington Blade - Washington D.C. 
New York Blade News - New York 
Eclipse Magazine - South

is seeking dynamic Sales Leaders to join our growing company. 
If you have a proven track record, and are results driven, we 
can give you the biggest sales area in the country. We offer 
competitive salaries as well as benefits. We are an Equal

>

Opportunity Employer.

Please send all resumes
E-mail: employment@windowmedia.com
Fax: 202-478-1663
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JOE PHILLIPS

Shedding their straight-laced image, 

today's entry-level luxury sedans 

are perfect for business or pleasure.

Sleek sedans
EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT MUSCLE 
mavens Schwarzenegger and Stallone 
drive Hummers. But mere mortals drive 
more practical fare.

Enter the sedan. With 105 offerings, 
there are more sedans on dealership lots 
than any other type of vehicle. They 
range from the $9,300 Kia Rio to Zsa Zsa’s 
dahhhling Rolls Royce ($264,000 for the 
top-of-the-line Park Ward model).

The four doors, hidden cargo space 
(trunks) and seating for four to six adults 
appeal to a broad base of consumers — 
from entrepreneurs to Mary Kay sales reps, 
real estate agents to Wall Street honchos.

Where to find practical yet fun sedans for 
the city? Try entry-level, sport-luxury mod­
els. They’re not too big, yet not too spartan.

Here are a few of the best — all with stan­
dard high-end features and all full of excite­
ment at a price that won’t break the bank.

2003 Acura 3.2 TL
Price: $29,000-$32,600’MPG: 22 
Best: Great value
Worst: Sex-less styling

FORGET THE AH-SHUCKS BASE MODEL. 
Go straight for the Type-S, with a fast-and- 
furious 260 horsepower engine. Expect com­
fortable seating, sure handling and plenty of 
car for the money Standars include heated 
seats, steering-wheel audio controls, trac- 
tion/stability control, memory seat/mirrors 
and an air-filtration system. Only option: a 
user-friendly touch-screen navigation system.

The front-wheel drive is great for ice, 
but leaves the TL less nimble than rear­
wheel drive competitors. More important­
ly, styling — or lack thereof — reminds . 
drivers that performance without panache 
is like a souffle without egg whites: It can 
fall flat. A bit more spice in the TL, and it 
would be absolutely delicious.

Audi 

A4

2002 Audi A4
Price: $25,600-$34,000 • MPG: 21
Best: Classy chassis
Worst: Pretty pricey (on upper models) 

WITH THE A4, YOU GET WHAT YOU 
pay for: available all-wheel drive, one the 
smoothest suspensions around and Teutonic 
luxury throughout. Redesigned for 2002, the 
A4 is wider and longer with much needed 
legroom in back. Clear-glass headlights and 
dual exhaust add to the crisp styling.

Standard features: dual-zone climate con­
trol, in-dash six-CD changer and one-touch 
windows on base models. Add leather, 12-way 

power seats and wood trim on upper models. 
There are two engines, though neither is a 
speed demon. But with the A4, half the fun is 
getting there. So it doesn’t really matter.

2003 Cadillac CTS
Price: $28,600 • MPG: 22
Best: Bold and brash
Worst: The Caddy curse

NO FRUMPY DEVILLE, THE BRAWNY 
CTS is Cadillac’s effort to lure Euro-luxo 
buyers into its showrooms. Stiff handling, 
precise steering and a spacious interior 
help. So do leather seats, dual-zone climate 
control, air bags galore and traction control.

There’s also OnStar, the Big Brother satel­
lite-communication system that allows Caddy 
customer-service reps to talk to drivers—giv­
ing directions, even making dinner reser­
vations — and track the car if stolen. After 
various small-sedan washouts (Cimmaron, 
Catera), Cadillac’s biggest challenge is con­
vincing consumers it finally has a winner.

2003 Infiniti G35
Price: $27,700-$30,200 • MPG: 21
Best: Edgy exterior
Worst: Quirky interior

THIS CAR PLAYS WELL WITH OTHERS. 
Especially if they’re Porsches and Ferraris. 
A rippling 260 horsepower engine makes the 
G35 the fastest sedan on this list. There’s a 
large, high-tech interior, automatic climate 
control, one-touch windows, six-disc in-dash 
CD changer, six air bags and keyless entry

But numerous options (leather, power 
&ats, illuminated vanity mirrors) come 
standard on other sport sedans. The pas­
senger seat doesn’t go up or down, and 
front-seat controls are placed awkwardly 
atop the seat cushions instead of down on 
the sides. Luckily, the G35’s sizzling 
design, handling and performance more 
than make up for such minor glitches.

2003 Lexus IS 300
Price: $30,000-$31,400 • MPG: 23
Best: Dynamic handling
Worst: Snug space

BOTH FUN AND FUNKY, THIS IS ONE 
radical sports sedan. Bright exterior col­
ors scream for attention. The interior — 
fine for two, tight for more — is clean and 
hip with form-fitting seats, chrome-plated 
shift knob, jazzy gauges and racecar-like 
aluminum pedals.

There’s a powerful 215 horsepower 
engine, outstanding handling, heated out­
side mirrors and automatic climate con­
trol. Trunk room is sparse, but then this 
isn’t a family sedan. Like the Infiniti G35, 
this rear-wheel sport sedan is about as 
close as you can get to German perfor­
mance and luxury without taking thou­
sands of dollars more out of your wallet.

Celebrating 26 Years 
in the Community

Catholic Mass Celebrated
Saturdays at 7:30pm

1307'H Yale • 713'880'2872

A diverse Christian Community
that honors tradition
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Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church
2515 Waugh @ Missouri • 713.528.3269

Sundays: 9am • Adult Education Studying The Art of Prayer
10:30am • Liturgy of Holy Communion 

e-mailoffice@gracelutheran-houston.org
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Call me to give your business

Give 'O; readers i 
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For Houston Voice 

call Donna at 
713.529.8490
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PYGMALION - 
a laugh riot with heart” 

.Jute Michael Cafe 
Directed by Joe Watts

Oct. 25th - Nov. 23rd 
Fri & Sat 8 pm

Tickets: $20.00 - Reservations: (713) 394-0464
— 1415 California St.

•>?

Executive
Adult Video Superstore

• Gay DVD BLOWOUT} $10-$15!
• All the latest New Releases on DVD & VTTS!
• DVDs as low as $10!
• Check out our private 

viewing rooms!
• Buy any 2 $16.95 or $26.95

VHS tapes & get 1 FREE!
• Hundreds of novelties, 

magazines & lubricants
• Gay-friendly staff!
• FREE MEMBERSHIP!
• Magazine Sale! Buy any 2 mag-packs & get 1 free!

• 14002 Northwest Fwy • Off Hwy. 290 at W. Tidwell!

• 713.462.5100 • 713.462.5152

X Exit at W. Tidwell
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eater rich arenschieldt

HGO's year begins 
with a pleasing and 
original 'La Boheme'

A classic done well
IN A MASTERFUL MARKETING MOVE, 
Houston Grand Opera’s “year of the diva” 
hits all of the right notes with a solidly 
performed rendition of the Puccini classic, 
“La Boheme.”

Though many of the works by this 
Italian composer are famous, “La Boheme” 
needs no introduction at all. By some 
accounts, the work has been performed 
more than any other opera, something 
many of us don’t seem to mind. A friend of 
mine who was a regular patron of the 
Paris Opera once said, “It’s not brain sur­
gery: Operas that people enjoy will be per­
formed because they are good. There’s a 
reason why you’ve never heard of so many 
other operas — they’re dreadful.”

“La Boheme” is kind of like pizza or 
sex: even when it’s less than stellar, it’s still 
enjoyable. If it’s enjoyable, it’s fabulous.

This story, based on a work by Henri 
Murger, details the life of an impoverished 
quartet of friends who stumble through 
love and death in 120 minutes. This poet, 
painter, musician and philosopher form the 
foundation for a highly romantic mini saga.

Puccini is well known for his “verismo” 
operas — the definition is simple: Rather 
than dealing with the adventures of randy 
nobility and their meaningless conquests, 
Puccini prefers to give us a musical peek at 
the gritty more common aspects of life. It’s 
like 19th century reality television. Many 
have raided Puccini’s formula. Remember 
the famous Barry Manilow disco refrain, 
“Music and passion were always in fashion 
at the Copa... they fell in love.” Who knew . 
the phrase came from “Boheme”?

Puccini gives us the story on a (slightly 
tarnished) silver platter. You know every­
thing that is going happen as soon as the 
curtain rises. As soon as lovers Mimi and 
Rodolfo meet, she gives out a little cough — 
she says it’s nothing, but we know she’ll be 
hacking up her left lung by the last act. We 
know that she will die after singing for 20 
minutes. We know this and still we 
unabashedly sniffle and tear as her chums 
sell their possessions to comfort their ailing 
friend. How can a guy who sings farewell to 
a ratty old coat make us cry? We realize the 
sacrifice entailed therein and it moves us.

HGO has wisely not strayed too far off 
the beaten path in this production. Some 
opera companies feel that the only way 
they can make this classic “interesting” is 
to set it in a 23rd century bordello in 
Bangladesh. Fortunately, HGO’s World War 
I-era setting doesn’t distract — it enhances. 
There is true dichotomy in “Boheme.” One 
aspect represents a “devil-may-care” atti­
tude of youth, while the other brings us 
poverty that results in an untimely death.

The production represents “La vie de 
boheme” as an island surrounded by a 
grimy sea. Set designer Allen Moyer has

Mimi (Ana Maria 

Martinez) and 

Rodolfo (Roberto 

Aronica) express 

their love in 

Houston Grand 

Opera's well-done 

'LaBoheme.' 

(Photo by George 

Hixson)

given us a wonderful venue for this story 
The brightly painted loft amidst the dreary 
surroundings provides only limited protec­
tion for our main characters. The “box 
within a box” concept allows us to focus on 
the action and prevents the cast from wan­
dering all over hell and half of Georgia.

The socioeconomic canyon between the 
“haves” and the “have-nots” is wonderfully 
illustrated in the cafe scene where the poor 
linger in front of those dining in style. There 
is rampant subtlety in this production that 
might be missed on a first viewing. Small ges­
tures denote a thoughtfully detailed approach 
from imaginative director James Robinson. 
He specializes in fresh interpretations of old 
operatic war horses, and this “Boheme” is no 
exception. Even in the midst of tragedy there 
are clever touches of humorous camaraderie.

The singers in this production (many of 
them younger than expected) are aptly cast. 
While not the biggest set of voices ever 
assembled, this group has a visible and vocal 
synergy that benefits the production. In cast­
ing Boheme, HGO seems to have paid partic­
ular attention to not only how these singers 
sound together, but how they look as well. 
HGO’s Mimi in this production, Ana Maria 
Martinez, not only possesses a lovely voice, 
but also looked really, really infirmed just 
before she bought the operatic farm.

Roberto Aronica’s lyric tenor provided 
an unforced accompaniment to her Mimi. 
HGO studio alum Oren Gradus as Colline 
combines a rich, focused sound with won­
derful stage presence.

The HGO orchestra under the baton of 
conductor Sebastian Lang-Lessing offered 
a lush version of Puccini’s difficult orches­
tral score — their rendering was so filled 
with enthusiasm that it often overwhelmed 
those they accompanied. The HGO Chorus 
produces a wonderful sound but their dic­
tion is sometimes difficult to decipher, even 
from a mere eight rows away

This “Boheme” is solid and at times 
inventive. Even if you’ve seen it before, it 
may move you still.

O ON STAGE
’La Boheme'

Houston Grand Opera • Through Nov. 16 

Wortham Theater Center • 501 Texas 

713-228-OPERA • www.houstongrandopera.org
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dining traycediskin

Restaurant's menu selection excels, but its 
quality of food preparation is inconsistent

Mi Luna hits, misses
THE PARTNERS WHO RUN MI LUNA 
Tapas Restaurant & Bar in Rice Village 
know a thing or two about running a suc­
cessful business.

Their downtown Italian, Middle Eastern, 
and French ventures, respectively Mia Bella, 
Zana, and the excellent and elegant Papillon, 
continue to draw theatergoers and downtown­
ers alike. But has Mi Luna kept up with the 
newer downtown tapas restaurants, as well as 
with its popular sister establishments? While 
the answer isn’t a resounding “yes,” Mi Luna 
still provides an exciting and extensive tapas 
menu in an upbeat, stylish setting.

The soft yellow lighting accents the 
rustic golden and rose stucco arches above 
the booths, and the dark cherry wood fur­
niture and bar counter lend a stateliness 
to the roomy bar area. Although murals of 
flamenco dancers and toreadors could eas­
ily come off as hokey, they manage to sub­
tly blend into the decor.

On Thursday nights, Mi Luna trans­
forms itself into a blaringly loud Latin 
night club, replete with a powerful 
Flamenco and Spanish rock band, entic­
ing drink specials, and hoards of decked 
out (mostly straight) young professionals 
more interesting in soaking up the scene 
than chowing down on tapas and sangria.

Luckily, my friend and I arrived early 
enough one evening to enjoy a quiet and 
leisurely dinner in true tapas style. Unlike 
some other restaurants that claim to serve 
tapas, Mi Luna actually offers small 
enough dishes to equally proportioned 
prices. Roughly, the menu divides into 
Cold Tapas, Hot Tapas, and Paellas, with a 
few entree-sized dishes offered as well.

Although I would have gladly started with 
a glass of the watery but dizzyingly fruity san­
gria, our waiter never stopped to take our 
drink order. The fresh Italian bread and the 
deliciously pungent garlic-infused olive oil 
arrived quickly, but we waited nearly 20 min­
utes for our server to reappear. So we had 
plenty of time to weigh our many options 
while we nibbled on the bread and watched a 
group of servers (ours among them) linger in 
the foyer, oblivious to the two hungry patrons 
in the nearly empty restaurant.

SERVERS AT MI LUNA DO MAKE A 
point of announcing that there are no appe­
tizers or main courses — all dishes arrive 
when they’re ready Somehow this pacing 
always seems more enjoyable and serendipi­
tous, as it allows diners to savor each dish 
separately rather than focus on the progres­
sion of the meal. However, we were glad 
when our salad-like Plato de Salmon 
Ahumado ($7.95) came first, with its paper- 
thin slices of fresh manchego cheese and 
sweet walnut sherry vinaigrette resting on a 
bed of smoked salmon, pears, and tomatoes.

Only the tomatoes, off-color and a tad 
mushy, kept this dish from being a near 
perfect way to start the meal. The salmon 
was tender and so lightly seasoned with

dill and pepper that even the marinade 
didn’t mask its own fresh, unsalty flavor.

The Olivas Alinenadas ($3.95) featured 
green, black, and kalamata-like olives 
drenched in a marinade of herbs, roasted 
garlic, and lemon. Although the olives 
were piquant and flavorful, they quickly 
became bloated and spotted in the exces­
sive pool of oil.

Just as we were lamenting the soggy 
ruin of the olives, one of my favorite dish­
es in all of Houston arrived — Pulpo con 
Patatas ($5.95). The octopus in this dish 
comes in thick, steaming white and purple 
chunks, and, although it is lightly sauteed, 
it has the deep hearty flavor of meat that’s 
been lovingly roasted over an open fire. 
The roasted red peppers, garlic, onion, and 
olive oil coat the meat and cubed potatoes 
evenly and provide a gentle but even kick 
that allows the ingredients to mingle with­
out overpowering one another.

Although many other dishes, such as our 
Seafood Paella ($12.95), certainly arrive well- 
heated, there’s something exquisite about 
the piping hot temperature of the Pulpo that 
enhances its rich aroma and flavors. The 
Paella, sadly, wasn’t as successful in achiev­
ing a similar harmony of textures and 
tastes. The saffron rice was moist and we 
loved the plump and abundant green peas 
that contributed a bit of color. However, the 
seafood was rubbery on all counts. This 
couldn’t be the same family of octopi that 
graced our previous dish, we reasoned. The 
shrimp was mealy and the squid rings were 
too squishy and possibly overcooked. The 
only redeeming factor was the soft monk­
fish, which pleasantly soaked up the tomato 
juice and traces of the saffron seasoning.

We admired the stewed, caramelized 
texture of the Berejenas a la Plancha con 
Ajo ($3.95), as well its the zesty cumin 
accent, but the dish was so overly salted 
that it made it nearly unpalatable.

Even if it is sometimes a game of hit or 
miss, the sheer abundance and variety of 
dishes at Mi Luna should still be a drawing 
point for those who crave tapas, but want 
to avoid the inconvenience of downtown. 
It may not be utterly perfect in its execu­
tion, but it has the concept down, and 
atmosphere to pull it off — at least for now.

Mi Luna
2441 University Blvd. 

713-520-5025
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Service:

Value:
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® = Stay home and eat cereal
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20-minute drive

l®l 1®I !®l !®i t®i =As good as you'll find in this city
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$25 Reg. $55.00
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only with coupon

Tarot a
$15 Reg. $35.00 51

Palm ’
only with coupon

Available 1 
k for parties J

1. 4.. 4
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I your inner-most desire. She will enter the energy of your Aura and 
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I Decisions. Elaine holds the key to overcome all obstacles and conditions

that may be a part of your life. She also specializes in Healing of the Aura.
A A.... A.....A.... A....A.,. A.. AZ. A...... A... 1

r Mrs. 0lain£ ’

Your Online GLBT Wedding Resource
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National Directory of GLBT Friendly Wedding Professionals
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ON YOUR 
NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us! 
Montrose Inn 
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We're right IN the neighborhood. 
And priced right! ■* 

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to "15 gay bars. 

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-1228 
713-520-0206 
montroseinn.com

videos - hot pictures
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Pet Sittiin^ bij Lecf^l
Don't worry about your pets when you have 

to travel without them. I provide in-home 
TLC for your pets. They get daily walks and 

play while you vacation without worry!

Plan ahead! Call now for a holiday sure to 
be stress-free for both you and your pets!

Established 1995
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Ioyal989@aol.com 
713-942-8816

www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTON VOICE

spo S LEE DAVIS

Houston Tennis Club welcomes players 
from across the globe for tournament

Texas hosts tennis
HOUTEX 22

The Houston Tennis Club proudly 
announces its tournament, HOUTEX22. 
With more than 160 contestants from all over 
the country, including two from Japan, this 
tournament serves the international flair.

Join the contestants at the Lee Le 
Clair Tennis Center on Gessner (south of 
59 South) Nov. 9-11. Spectators are wel­
comed and encouraged to root on their 
favorite player. For more information, 
please see the Houston Tennis Club Web 
site at www.houstontennisclub.org.

Bat boys needed!
Michael’s Outpost is looking for a few 

good men: no experience necessary, just a 
desire to have fun. The Outpost is forming 
a “D” Division softball team for participa­
tion in the Montrose Softball League 
(MSL) Spring League.

MSL’s “D” Division exists for persons 
interested in learning the fundamentals 
of softball, or, for those who have some 
softball experience, to hone those skills 
for upward advancement in the league.

The first meeting of the team will be held 
in November, with its first fund-raiser in 
December. Perks for this season’s team will 
include the chance for members to earn a 
free trip to Washington, D.C., next August for 
the Gay Softball World Series. For informa­
tion on the team, pick up an application and 
team info sheet at the bar, 1419 Richmond, or 
call 713-520-8446 and speak to Jamie.

Scrummy?
Gay rugby in Houston has a new Web site. 

For information on this opportunity for our 
community go to wwwroughnecksrugbyorg.

Player beware — rugby is a physical sport 
and injuries do occur. Broken noses, bumps 
on the head, and more are all an unavoidable 
part of the game. On the plus side, remember 
the occasional win, the fun of grabbing a 
crotch (by mistake of course), the cama­
raderie and trust in your fellow ruggers.

No rugby experience is necessary; men of 
all shapes and sizes are welcome.

Bump, set, spike
The Lone Star Volleyball Association 

(LSVA) recently released its standings for 
the fall division. In the Recreational 
Division, Diego’s Team leads the way with 
a record of 23-3, followed by Buck’s team 
at 14-10, Alex’s Team at 10-12 , Desi’s Team 
at 7-15 and Greg’s Team at 4-18.

The Competitive Division has tightened 
up as Perez’s People stands at 12-8, The 
Slayers approach with a 10-10 record and 
Ritter’s Critters come in at 8-12. The Power 
Division still has Texas Exes in the lead at 
14-6, Scrubbs at 12-8, Chaos comes in with 
an 11-9 record, Assault with 10-10, followed 
by Handful at 5-13 and Aerial Attach at 4-14.

Anyone interested in playing volleyball 
and meeting new friends is welcome to stop 
by the Jarabeck Center on the University of

St. Thomas campus at 3800 Mount Vernon 
Blvd, from 4:30 to 7 p.m. on Sundays. First­
time players and visitors can participate 
for free, so go out and join the fun!

Also check out the Web site at 
www.lsva.org, or call 713-717-LSVA.

Aussie style
Our readers are looking for persons 

planning to attend the Gay Games in 
Sydney, Australia. Because of privacy 
constraints, the organizers of the games 
are unable to submit a list of registrants.

Contact Tim Martinez via e-mail at 
timmyhou@aol.com.

Skating season
Looking for great fun and an opportunity 

to skate like Tai and Randy, Dorothy 
Hammill, Rudy? Whoever your skating idol 
is, join the Lambda Roller Skating club while 
getting great cardio stimulation. They can be 
found at http://www.neosoft.com/Ilrsc or 
via e-mail at lrsc@neosoft.com.

Kick a ball
The Montrose Soccer Club of Houston is 

open to men and women who have experience 
playing soccer For more information, send an 
e-mail to MontroseSC@soccer.com or go to 
http://www.geocities.com/MontroseSoccer.

Are you being served?
The Houston Tennis Club meets on 

Wednesday and Friday evenings from 7:30 to 
9 p.m. Or meet the club on Sundays from 9 
a.m. until noon. For more information, con­
tact the Houston Tennis Club at 713-692-2701 
or log on to houstontennisclb@aol.com.

Power play
Don’t forget there are many opportuni­

ties out there for all levels of bowling fun. 
Contact Tom O’Dell at 713-861-1187 or 713- 
220-5700, extension 331, for information on 
the Inner Loop Alternatives (four-person 
mixed teams) at palace lanes on Sundays 
at 7 p.m. Tom’s also in the know for the 
leagues on Monday at 9 p.m., Wednesday 
at 6:30 p.m. and Thursday aULp.m.

Call Pat at 281-437-6218 for information 
on the Monday Night Women’s League. 
Bowling begins at 6:45 p.m. at the Dynamic 
Lanes, 6121 Tarneff. Go roll a few.

Backfield in motion
The Houston Women’s Flag Football 

League begins a new season. For more 
information, call 713-981-6753.

Showers
As can be expected with any outdoor 

activity in Houston in the fall, the Montrose 
Softball League announced games were 
again postponed that were scheduled for 
Nov. 3. The Board of Directors will meet to 
decide on the conclusion of the season.

Log on to www.montrosesoftball- 
league.com for their decision.
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community calendar appts
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Gulf Coast Transgender Committee. Meeting. 713-780-4282.

EVERY SATURDAY
All-Spanish Worship Service/Noche Espirtual 6 p.m.
Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church, 2026 W. 
11th. 713-303-3409 or 713-861-9149.

After Hours. KRFT 90.1 FM. 1-4 a.m.

Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 11 p.m.-2 a.m. at
Viviana's. 713-830-3000.

Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a.m. 281-437-0636.

Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.

Q-Patrol. Volunteers walk the streets to help prevent hate 
crimes. 9:30 p.m. Convene at community center. 713-528- 
SAFE. E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com

St Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W.
Alabama. 713-528-6665.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in, noon-5 
p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10
EVERY SUNDAY
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8:30 
& 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.

Center for Spiritual Living. Services at 11 a.m., for children at 
10:50 a.m. 6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808. The center also has 
commitment ceremonies, metaphysical bookstore and classes.

Community Gospel. Service at 11 am. & 7 p.m. Sunday School for 
children 10 am. 713-880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org.

Community of Kindred Spirits in Beaumont. Worship at 6 
p.m. 1575 Spindietop Ave., Beaumont, Texas. 409-813- 
2055. E-mail: cksrev3@netzero.net

Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal Baptist Service 9:30 
a.m. & education hour 11 am. 713-668-8830.

Emerson Unitarian Church. Adult education, 10 a.m.
Service, 11 a.m. Lunch at noon, www.emersonhou.org.

First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 10 am.
Christian Education, 11:30 am. 713-468-9543 or fcc-houston.org.

First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:30 & 11:30 
am. Brunch at 10:30 am. 713-526-5200. church@firstuu.org.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 9 p.m.-midnight at Club 
Inergy. 713-830-3000.

Gay Catholics of St Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m. worship service. 
Dinner and social, alexcam@wt.net. 713-623-0930.

GLOBAL Gay Lesbian Or Bisexual Alliance. University of
Houston GLBT student group meeting. 2 p.m. at the Houston 
Lesbian & Gay Community Center, 803 Hawthorne. 713-524- 
3818. www.uh.edu/~global. E-mail: global@bayou.uh.edu.

Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. 
Service 10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m.-noon. Memorial Park at the
Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. 10 a.m. serv­
ice. 3333 Fannin, Suite 106.713-528-6756.

Resurrection MCC. Services, 9 and 11 a.m. Children and Youth 
Sunday School, 10 am. Children's service, 11 am. 713-861-9149.

St Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Eucharist, Rite 1,7:45 
am.; Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 8:55 am.; Education hour, 10 
am.; Choral Eucharist, 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.

Sunday Brunch. For HIV-positive men. 11 a.m. Riva's, 1117 
Missouri St. Paul, 713-880-0690. e-mail: PoznBuff@aol.com.

The Women's Group. Meeting and discussion. 10:45 am. 
713-529-8571.

Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation. Adult discussion, 
9 am. Service, 11:15 am. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.

Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St.
Service, 10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.

Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum, 10 a.m.
Service, 11 a.m. 713-686-5876.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in, 2-6 p.m. •
GLBT Community Church with Rev. Melissa Wood: Bible study, 
10-10:45 am., worship 11 am. www.geocities.com/glbtcc • 
803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11
EVERY MONDAY
Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in),11:30 a.m.- 
1 p.m. 6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808.

Free HIV Testing. Houston Area Community Services. 
9am -noon at Joseph-Hines Clinic, 1710 West 25th St. 

713-526-0555, ext. 231,227 or 226.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m.-midnight. Keys 

West. 713-830-3000.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 

713-830-3000.

Gay Fathers/Fathers First Support group. 8-9:30 p.m. 
Grace Lutheran Church. Tom, 713-726-8736.
www.geocities.com/gaydadshouston/

Grief & Divorce Support Groups 7 pm Bering. 713-526-1017 ext 208.

Kolbe Project Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.

Montrose Clinic. Offers weekly peer support groups for gay and 
bisexual men with HIV. Spanish speaking group meets, 630 p.m. 215 
Westheimer. 713-830-3050. Grupo de Apoyo para Latinos gay y 
bisexuales VIH positives. Lunes 630. Para mas informacion llama al 
713-830-3025.

Queer Voices Radio Show. 8-10 p.m. KPFT 90.1.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 
p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Classic Chassis Car Club. Houston group's monthly board 
meeting, 7 p.m. 713-797-8615. www.classicchassiscarclub.org. 

Integrity/Houston. Meeting and potluck supper featuring 
discussion of what it means to be transgendered. 7 p.m. 
Autry House, 6265 S. Main St.

Pride Committee of Houston. Monthly meeting at the
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center, 803 Hawthorne. 
713-529-6979. www.pridehouston.org.

EVERY TUESDAY
Bering Support Network Lunch Bunch Gang, 11 am. 713-526-1017 

Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in),11:30 a.m.-l 
p.m. 6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808.

Free HIV Testing. Houston Area Community Services. 10 am.-2 
p.m. at Joseph-Hines Clinic, 1710 West 25^ St 713-526-0555, 

ext 231,227 or 226.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m.-midnight at Club 
Houston. Also 4-8 p.m at 611 Club, 611 Hyde Park. 713-830-3000. 

Gay youth. New program for young gay males, ages 18-29.
7 p.m. 614 Avondale. 713-533-9786.

Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support group. 7 p.m 

Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience necessary. 
Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529. 

Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River 
Bottom. No partner needed. Beginner 2 Step, Waltz, Shuffle 
& Swing. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 • 
p.m. • Lesbian Coming Out Group, 7 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
EVERY WEDNESDAY
Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in),1130 am.-l p.m.; 
SOM Discussion & Exploration, 7 pm. 6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808.

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Support 
Network Pot Luck Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Various support 
groups, 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.

Bible Study. Noon & 630 pm St Stephen's Episcopal. 713-526-6665.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 4-8 p.m. at Mary's;
9 p.m.-midnight at Ripcord; 10 p.m.-l a.m. at EJ's; 10 p.m.- 
1 a.m. at Midtowne Spa. 713-830-3000.

Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 am.-l pm. 2015 Thomas 
St OraSure method. Call for appointment Sharon, 713-873-4157 

Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal, 7-9 pm 1307 Yale 713-528-4379.

Houston Tennis Club. 7:00-9 p.m. Memorial Park at the 
Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

Spiritual Uplift service 7 p.m. Resurrection MCC. 713-861-9149.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in, 2-9 
p.m. • Houston Black Lesbian, Gay, Transgender Coalition 
office hours 10 a.m.-noon • Free HIV testing, counseling, 6- 
9 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Lesbian & Gay Immigration Rights Task Force-Houston. 8 p.m. 
meeting. Chris, 713-426-3128. E-mail: lgirtf-houston@egroups.com.

EVERY THURSDAY
BiNet Houston. Group for bisexuals; everyone welcome 730 pm Hobbit 
Cafe, 2240 Portsmouth, www.flash.net/~bihouse 713-467-4380.

Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in),11:30 a.m.-l 
p.m. 6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808.

Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235.
www.communitygospel.org.

Free HIV Testing. Houston Area CommunjW Services. 10 am.-2 
pm. at Joseph-Hines Clinic, 1710 West 25^ St Also 11 am.-330 

p.m. at Gallery Medical Clinic, 5900 North Freeway, and Club Toyz 
from 9 p.m.-midnight 713-526-0555, ext 23L 227 or 226.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 4-8 p.m. at The Outpost;
8 p.m.- midnight at Brazos River Bottom and Cousins; 10 
p.m.-l a.m. at Toyz Disco. 713-830-3000.

FrontRunners. Running club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021. Web 
site: http://home.swbell.net/larathon/houfr.htm . E-mail: 
larathon@swbell.net.

GLOBAL. Gay, Lesbian or Bisexual Alliance at the University 
of Houston-Central Campus. Weekly meeting, 6 p.m. e-mail: 
nguyen0023@hotmail.com.

Hep C Recovery. Support group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713-526- 
1017, Ext. 211.

Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience necessary. 
Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.

Lambda Skating Club. 8 p.m. Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 
www.lambdaroll.org. 713-410-7215.

Montrose Clinic. Offers weekly peer support groups for gay 
and bisexual men with HIV. English speaking group meets, 
6:30 p.m. 215 Westheimer 713-830-3050.

Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. No partner 
required. Brazos River Bottom. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.

Recovery From Food Addiction (RFA). Meeting for 12-step pro­
gram open to all. Noon-1 p.m. St Stephen's Episcopal Church, 
1805 W. Alabama St RFA: 713-673-2848.
www.geocities.com/rfa77235/. E-mail: rfaworidservice@aol.com.

Spanish Charla Conversation Group. Cafe Agora, 7 p.m. E- 
mail charlahouston@msn.com. 713-416-7203.

Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop in 2-9 p.m. • 
Houston Black Lesbian, Gay, Transgender Coalition office hours 
10 a.m.-noon • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Eye Candy. Women's social and charity event, hosted by Eye 
Candy Promotions, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. $10 cover charge. A por­
tion of the $10 cover charge goes to the charity selected by 
popular vote at the previous party. Sonoma, 1415 California 
St. For information, call 713-977-3777; e-mail 
iam@PDQ.net; or go to www.EyeCandyPromotions.com.

EVERY FRIDAY
Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in),11:30 a.m.-l 
p.m. 6610 Harvyin. 713-339-1808.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m.-2 am. at The Meatrack; 
10 p.m.-l am. at EJ's and at Midtowne Spa 713-830-3000.

Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m.-l p.m. 2015 
Thomas St. OraSure method. Call for appointment. Sharon, 
713-873-4157

Frost Eye Cfinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830-3000.

Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (HAT.C.H.) 
Meeting, 7-10 p.m. 713-942-7002.

Houston Tennis Club. 7:00-9 p.m. Memorial Park at the 
Tennis Center. Houstontennisclub.org

Kolbe Project Morning prayer, 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.

Mishpachat Alizim. GLBT Jewish congregation. Sabbath services 
at 8 p.m. on the second Friday of each month at Baby Bamabys, 
602 Fairview. Monthly study groups with Congregation Beth 
Israel, 5600 North Braeswood. Mishpachat Alizim, P.O. Box 
980136, Houston, TX 77098.866-841-9139, ext 1834.

Q-Patrol. Volunteers walk the streets to help prevent hate 
crimes. 9:30 p.m. Convene at community center. 713-528- 
SAFE. E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 
p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

VOLUNTEER/SELF-HELP
Gay & Lesbian Help Line. For gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning youth. Staffed by volunteers of all ages. 6-11 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 5-10 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 888-340-GLBT.

Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston. Volunteers offer a 
friendly ear to callers in need of information, nonjudgmental 
support, crisis intervention and referral services, emergency 
shelter and advocacy services to crime survivors who may 
need someone to accompany them to a hospital for medical 
attention or assistance in filing a police report 713-529-3211.

HoP-ON. Anyone can join this non-profit moderated e-mail 
announcement list that helps facilitate advocacy work and 
organizing efforts for gay Houstonians. Quantity of postings is 
strictly limited. Postings include press releases and action alerts 
from national, state and local gay and allied organizations. For 
info or to join, access www.groups.yahoo.com/group/HoP-ON/.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Volunteers per­
form a variety of critical tasks which include staffing the 
information desk during drop-in hours; helping with Center 
programming and events; working on community outreach 
efforts, fund-raising and publicity. Card players, writers and 
artists in particular are needed. 713-524-3818.

Peer Listening Line. Youth only. Staffed by GLBT youth for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and questioning youth. 5- 
10 p.m. Monday-Friday. 800-399-PEER.

Pride Committee of Houston. Volunteers sought for Pride 
2003 preparations. This is the 25™ Pride celebration. 

www.pridehouston.org. E-mail: volunteers@pridehouston.org.

To list an event, call 713-529-8490, fax 

at 713-529-9531, or e-mail editor® 

houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m.

a weekly guide to arts & entertainment 
activities for gay Houstonians

SPECIAL
SUNDAY, NOV. 10
Mr. Prime Choice Benefit is planned in memory 

of the late Creath Robinson, Mr. Prime Choice 

2001-2002. The event raises funds for the Gulf 

Coast Archives & Museum and the non-profit 

Colt 45s. 8 p.m. at the Ripcord, 715 Fairview. 
For more information, contact Robert Harwood 

at 713-571-7870 (Monday-Friday, 3-9 p.m.).

UPCOMING
The Rainbow Fishing Club plan a day of fishing 

and boardwalk exploring in Kemah on Saturday, 

Nov. 16. The Iron Maiden will depart Galveston 

Bay at 10 a.m. and return at 2 p.m.

Reservations must be made by Nov. 10. Cost: 

$50 per person. Call Scott at 832-971-4900.

SUNDAY, NOV. 17
Cher's "Living Proof Farewell Tour" comes to 

Houston with guest Cyndi Lauper. Tickets: $59.75 

and up. 7:30 p.m. Compaq Center, 10 E. Greenway 

Plaza. 713-843-3995. www.compaqcenter.com

FILM
SATURDAY, NOV. 9
"Moonlight Tariff features 30-year-old photog­

rapher Cora, who, after a string of failed 

romances, falls head over heels for her gynecol­

ogist. He fails to call after their first amorous 

encounter, and Cora becomes a comedic wreck. 

7 p.m. Tickets: $6. Rice Cinema, Rice University 

Campus, Entrance No. 8, University Boulevard 

and Stockton Drive. 713-348-4853.

www.ruf.rice.edu/~cinema .

THIS WEEKEND
"Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars," 

directed by D.A. Pennebaker, stars David Bowie 

as his gender-bending alter ego. 7 p.m. Friday, 

Nov. 8, and Saturday, Nov. 9. Tickets: $6. 

Museum of Fine Arts Houston, Caroline Wiess 

Law Building, corner of Main Street and 

Bissonnet/Binz. 713-639-7515. www.mfah.org.

GALLERIES
ONGOING
Gulf Coast Archives & Museum of GLBT History 

Satellite Exhibition. The first exhibition from the 

GCAM collection presented at the Houston 

Lesbian & Gay Community Center honors the 

NAMES Project Houston. Community Center, 

803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Positive Art Workshop Photography Exhibition.

Artists living with HIV/AIDS created these 

pictures with accompanying text. Houston 

Lesbian & Gay Community Center, 803 

Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

MUSIC
FRIDAY, NOV. 8
GoGirlsMusicFest "Get Hip to Hep C" Concert 

Tour lands in Houston next week. The purpose 

of the tour is to raise awareness of Hepatitis C 

and raise funds for the American Liver 

Foundation. Featured performers will include 

Cowboy's Nightmare, Carol Plunk, Elizabeth 

White, Mandy G. Smith and Kelly's Lot Tickets: 

$10. 8 p.m. The Rhythm Room, 1815 

Washington Ave. www.GoGirlsMusicFestcom.
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Back By Popular Demand!
as first seen during Pride

“GLBT History, Houston’s 
First Decade: 1975-1985”

Ray Hill

A history program with 
presenters Ray Hill, 

Phyllis Randolph Frye and 
Aaron Coleman

7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 11, at
Theatre Suburbia

1410 West 43rd Street at Oak Forest just 

outside the 610 Loop, near Ella Boulevard

A Benefit for Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center and Gulf Coast Archive & Museum of GLBT 

History (GCAM).

Cost: $10 suggested donation at the door or 
via PayPal at www.gcam.org

Presented by HLGCC, GCAM and Stonewall Law
Association of Greater Houston (SLAGH)

***Light Refreshments will be served***
Co-sponsors include:

• Houston Voice
• Matt McIntosh of OutBC.com

•PFLAG
• John Nechman at SOGII

(Sexual Orientation and Gender Identification
Section of the State Bar of Texas)

Contact: Judy (GCAM) 713 227-5973 #1 
or e-mail: info@gcam.com

Tim (Community Center) e-mail: brookover@evl.net
Jerry (SLAGH) e-mail: Jerry@Simoneaux.com 

for more information, reservations or to talk about 
becoming a co-sponsor

Robert Helms will sign the program for the hearing impaired.
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ISN’T IT TIME?

GET TESTED

1

FREE ANONYMOUS HIV/STD TESTING
Houston Area Community Services 

3730 Kirby Dr. Suite 1165 • Houston, TX 77098 

713-526-0555 ext. 226

Il w

Show Houstonians that 
you support thoir Voice.
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Houston
• Criminal Defense • Civil Litigation
• GLUT Issues • Estate Planning

• Domestic Partnerships
call 713-227-1717
Iaw.Simoneaux.coiii

not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Jerry Simoneaux
attornetg at law A

Jim Choate 
Funeral Director

Owner

Unexcelled Service!
Reasonably Priced!

9926 Jones Road 281.897.9823

Mention
Houston Voice 
for $10 off!

Mrs. Grtyg
Pstjciiic Reader

• Brings back lover
• Answers all questions 

713-528-9675
2119 S. Shepherd

with a Swedish massage
by a young attractive 

male. RMT #016479

! @ Avondales Hair Salon 
2702 Crocker 

Houston, Tx. 77006 

(713) 521-2444 
(713) 992-6264

Tues-Fri 10a-7p & Sat 9a-6p

Roland

MASSAGE
FULLBODY RELAXATION 

“sfmanmassage.net 
713.942.2399

• Montrose Location
• 7 days/evenings

• Visa/Mastercard

• Outcalls welcome

Lounge Wear • Thongs
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Adult Videos
2 for &19.9O

One Hour XXX 
kPhoto Lab j
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1207 Spencer Hwy Allen Genoa 
15 Minutes south of downtown 

Take 1-45 South, exit 
College/Airport, go east 3 Miles

New DVDs
i Buy 1 get 1 free!

•Club Wear • Swi* wear

o

Houston 
Photographer

• Full Privacy
• Events 

Single, Couples, 
& Family Pics

I | W*-

-

HoVo 
Restaurant 

Listinss

*

■
lliLlIhldll 
voice

Serving Houston’s Gay 
Community for 15 years

Lawrence
g| CONSTRUCTION

Carpentry • Repairs

• Remodeling •

936.563.5180/936.760.5531
Lawrence Gilstrap

Thanks Organizers Of The 
1st annual Bewitched Ball'.

(October 26, 2002)

“GREAT JOB 
AND FOR A GREAT CAUSE”!

MASSAGE
bymb

^TRAFFIC TICKET 
Wf DEFENSE

DWI • Bad Checks • All Other Criminal Cases

Law Offices of Benavides & Kelly
713-220-7889

Former Prosecutors Working For YOU!
Not certified by the Board of Legal Specialization

• Indoor/Outdoor
• Accent
• Chandeliers
• Security

serving both 
residential & 
commercial 
customers

For all your lighting needs!
832.274.7141 professor_busa@msn.com

2®^
THi aaf PLACt

Inc.
• Alignment
• Brakes

Codperv
^TIRES

1307 Fairview
(3 blocks west of Montrose)

713-529-1414

if your hair isn’t 
BECOMING to you, then 

you should BE COMING to me.

DON GILL
STUDIO 911

713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Call KEN! for 
a Better Body!

•Massage/ln or Out

•Personal Training-

•Many Locations including 

behind Galleria inside Loop.

•RMT & Fitness 

Certified/TR 31797

(832) 563-3962

Customers ore out there!

Help them find you 
by advertising here 
Call 713-529-8490

Get results! Call now at 713.529.8490 
to place your ad in the directory!

k 
k 
k 
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k
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Houston
classifieds
Houston Classifieds deadline is Monday at 11 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WRITER LOOKING FOR 

STORIES of local' heroes/ 

people who have made a dif­

ference to another individual, 

their city or their community. 

Contact Paul Dunn; 3030 

McKinney Ave.; Dallas, TX, 

75204 or contact me via e- 

mail: PD200@aol.com

PRIME CHOICE BENEFIT 

IN MEMORY OF 

MR. PRIME CHOICE 2001-2002 

CREATH ROBINSON 

Nov. 10, 2002, Bpm 

at the RIPCORD 

benefiting

GULF COAST ARCHIVES AND 

MUSEUM & COLT 45's 
For more info, call 

Robert Harwood 

M-F 3-9 p.m./713-571-7870

RFA 
"Recovery From Food 

Addiction"

A Twelve Step Program Open 

to ALL 

Thursdays, 

12-noon to 1:00-pm 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 

1805 W. Alabama 

(Woodhead @ W. Alabama) 

RFA- 713-673-2848 

www.geocities.com/rfa77235/ 

E-mail: rfaworldservice@aol.com

FOOD EMERGENCY 
HOUSTON HUMANE

SOCIETY
The cupboards are bare at 

HHS. They need puppy and kit­

ten food • Any kind • Any 

quantity • Drop donations at 

14700 Almeda Rd. or send 

monetary donations to:

Houston Humane Society • 

PO BOX 450428 •

Houston, Texas 77245-0528 • 

For information, call 

713-434-5555.

HIGHT IH
BLACK LEATHER 

2003
Saturday, March 22, 2003, 

7 p.m. at Rich's. Benefiting 

Houston Buyers Club. For more 

info, contact Don Gill at 

713-521-0911. Silent auction 

item donations welcomed.

DAY SHELTER
Needs new or used clothing 

and shoes in good condition • 

Contact Etalia or Ruth at 713- 

528-5667 • 402 Pacific

EMPLOYMENT

RESURRECTIOH 
MCC

Experienced musically degreed 

individual to direct & adminis­

ter the music & worship pro­

gram of Resurrection MCC, 

Houston, Texas. Full Time. For 

an application, Contact us at: 

713-861-9149 ext. 109 or 

bbarbour@neosoft.com

HEED A GREAT 
EMPLOYEE? PLACE

YOUR AD HERE!
Get results! Call toll-free 1-877- 
966-3342 ext. 15 to place your 

classified ad on these pages. 
Deadline is Monday at 11 a.m.

FOR RENT
MONTROSE Duplex - Near 

River Oaks Center, Wood- 

Burning Fireplace, Oak Floors, 

Ceiling Fans, Modern Kitchen, 

$925/mo. 713-665-3114. 

MONTROSE Blvd. - PARQ V - 

1BR/1BA Completely

Remodeled, White Marble/ 

Black Berber, Fully Finished In 

Knoll. Full Downtown View, 

Secured. $1600/mo. Includes - 

Utilities. Jayne 281-463-4200.

PRIDEREALTY.COM 
SALES/RELOCATION

LEASE/PURCHASE
MONTROSE Blvd. - PARQ IV - 

2BR/2BA Completely

Remodeled, Neutral Colors. 

Secured. Appraised @ 

$160,000. Asking $149,000 or 

$1650/mo. to Lease, (Includes 

Utilities). Jayne 281-463-4200.

FOR SALE
TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE - 

Near Inner Loop. Two-Story, 
2BR/1.5BA, $46,000.

CONDO FOR SALE - Lovely 

Condition, Up-dated in '99!

Corner Unit with Private 

Front Yard. $40,000.

KELLY BROOKE 713-304-4460 

or 713-961-4258.

SELL IT HERE!
Call toll-free 1-877-966-3342 

ext. 15 to place your classified 

ad on these pages. Deadline is 

Monday at 11 a.m.

PRIDEREALTY.COM 
SALES/RELOCATION

MASSAGE THERAPY

RELAX & RENEW
Midtown Massage • Swedish • 

Deep Tissue • In/Out Calls • 

Brad • 713-302-5306.

MASSAGE BY BILL
All Knotted Up Massage * 

Incalls * Outcalls * 8 a.m.

'til 10 p.m. * 7-Days/week * 

Excellent Rates * 

Call Bill 713-283-8378 or 

pager: 713-326-3279.

MASSAGE
Therapeutic • Swedish • Sports 

• Deep tissue • Myotherapy • 

Relaxation therapy • Jason • 
College guy • Memorial Park 

and Montrose Studios • 

www.sizzlingmassage.com • 

713-524-5400.

Roland

MASSAGE
Absolute Let-Go
713.942.2399
manmassage.net

• Montrose Location

• 7 days/evenings

• Visa/Mastercard

• Outcalls welcome
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Puzzle

Down
1. Gift of Rosie O'Donnell
2. "Fourscore ond seven 

yeors ..."
3. Hustled
4. Like k.d. long's gal of song
5. about (roughly) 

Cherry Jones flick of 2002 
"Great balls of fire I" 
Mariene Dietrich role in "Blue Angel" 
Irish Bacon

10. Divine director John
11. Start of Caesar's boost
12. Transportation for Liberace 

ond Elton
13. Adam and Steve's locale?

Answers on Paqe 25

Across
1. "Queen Christina" star
6. "Dorian" novelist Will
10. Trick
14. The Indigo Girls' "Bock

Together "
15. "Firebird" composer Stravinsky
16. "Phantom" scar source
17. Beat it with your hand
1.8. Human Rights Campaign 

fund-raiser, e.g.
19. What Siegfried and Roy do 

together
20. "Out Magazine" editor who 

dated a baseball player
23. Stick held between the legs
26. Symbol of Tammy Baldwin's party
27. AIDS organization "Broadway "
28. Tool used on the can
30. Quilt subject
31. Benjamin Britten's British companion
34. Aspen's hrs.
37. Kyle's mom on "South Park", e.g.
38. Supposedly well-endowed Onossis
39. Shed (rust the Tin Man?)
41. Toto outburst
42. With 53-Across, queer Cuban 

movie from 1993
44. Curve and others
46. Langston Hughes' home 

for many years
47. Polley of "Exotica"

49. Benjamin Hoff's
"The of Pooh"

51. Pink shade
52. See 43-Across
55. He cruised for 40 days straight
56. HRC's equal sign
57. With "fours," doggy-style
61. DiFranco's "Talk Now"
62. Straight arrow
63. Janis Joplin's "Me and

Bobby "
64. Suffix with drag
65. Daniel Harris' "The and

Fall of Gay Culture"
66. Davis of "The Virgin Queen"

21. He shot off at O.K. Corral
22. "When I was a ..."
23. Poisonous flower of

"The Wizard of Oz"
24. Type of queen
25. Split from between the sheets
29. It may come before long
30. "Aida" solo
32. Enjoys Rubicon restaurant
33. Abbr. on a Provincetown Ferry ticket
34. Tennessee Williams' lover Frank
35. Looks straight in the eye, say
36. "I'm all ears"
39. Org. for Evan Wolfson's peers
40. Playwright McNally
42. George Chauncey, for one
43. "Stop!" to a stud
44. He handles shafts and quivers
45. Sound of the New York Spirit 

cheerleaders
47. You might stick it where it> 

doesn't belong
48. There is nothing like this in 

"South Pacific"
49. Frat party wear
50. "You'll Never Walk "
52. Queen's "subjects"
53. Start of a Mozart title
54. Lara Croft raids it
58. FBI guy
59. Do-over for Martina
60. Jason of "Chasing Amy"

1.
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PLEASURE
YOURSELF!

with a Swedish Massage by a 

Young Attractive Male.

RMT# 016479. In or Out. 

713-876-3811.

MASSAGE BY KEH
Experience stress relief • 

Convenient Montrose location

• By appointment only • 11 am 

to 8 pm •RMT #028519 * KEN 

CLAUDE • 713-240-9598.

SWEDISH
MASSAGE

BY PATRICK
Relaxation • Myotherapy • 

Deep tissue (RMT#024589) 

713-807-7109 • 713-501-9852
• 1 1/2 hours for $60.1 Hr. $50.

PRODUaS & SERVICES

WWW.RAIHBOWPROD.COM 
/BILBO

ARMAHDO
GERARD

Invitations, Holiday Cards & 
Promotional Items. See the

Complete Collection at: 
www.armandogerard.cceasy.com

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

M2M BODY 
GROOMING

Body Waxing • Clippings • 

Coloring • Personal groom­

ing by Dale. Waxing special­

ist & licensed Cosmetologist. 

Private location in Montrose. 

Call 713-529-5952 for 

appointment.

PETS

ADOPT A PET
Call the Houston Humane 

Society at 713-434-5555 to 
find out how YOU can help, 

or for adoption information.

ROOMMATES
Roommate wanted to share 3 

Bedroom home in Southwest 

Houston • All bills paid • 

Private phone line • Smokers 

O.K. • No Drugs! • $385/mo. • 

$100 Dep. • 713-773-9029.

VOLLWTEERS

STEVEN'S HOUSE
Seeking caregivers for transi­

tional housing program for 

HIV+ adults • Must have high 

school diploma and experience 

as a caregiver • Contact Ms. 

Straham @ 713-522-5757 or fax 

resume to 713-522-1910.

Answers to Q puzzle on page 24

Attn: Business Owners 
Why Pay Rent?

W. Gray & Waugh Area 
Own Your Own Building 

Great Office or Retail!
Rare Find! 12 Parking Spaces
Fantastic Visibility!
Free Standing; 2,700 Expandable Sq. Ft.
One of the Very Few Available with Plenty of Parking! 
Corner of Commonwealth & Nevada (1505 Nevada) 
$425,000

Owner Might Consider Profitable Trade or Lease to 
Qualified Tenant!

Steve Blume, Broker 
281-855-6941 or Pgr: 713-720-1701 
Other Properties Available!

Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 1-877-966-3342, ext. 15
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, Suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order 
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX, 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 1 -877-966-3342, ext. 15. 
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL: E-mail complete order to Classifieds@sovo.com 
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation.
Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 11 a.m.

PICK YOUR
CATEGORY

FREE*: Call for guidelines
HIV Services & Education
Volunteers
Non-Profit Organizations
* First 20 words

INDIVIDUAL RATE $10:
Announcements
Auditions
 Employment-Seeking
 Pets-Free or Lost & Found
 Roommates
Personal Web sites

BUSINESS RATE $18:
Auto Repair

_ Business Opportunities
 Entertainment
Help Wanted
Help Wanted-Seeking
Home Improvement
Items For Sale

_ Licensed Massage
Moving Services
 Professional Services
 Real Estate For Rent
Real Estate For Sale

Call 1-877-966-3342, ext. 15 
for other categories

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

CATEGORY: # OF ISSUES:

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

TEXT: __________

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS (
Up to 20 words for $10.00 per week. Additional words at 50tf each per week.

Up to 20 words: $10.00
Additional words x 50tf: 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $18.00 per week.

Additional words x 75$ per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

Name: _ ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________
City State Zip  

Phone __ _____________________________________________________________

Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC  VISA

Card #Exp. /

Signature
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www.edwina.com

The internet’s funnest 

lesbian and £ay 
dating service! 
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astrology jill dearman

My Stars!
November 8 — 14

ARIES (March 21 to April 20)
Venus retrograde in your house of serious partnerships makes this an 

intense time for love. You shouldn’t be so fooled by superficial charm. Look 
beneath the surface. Another Aries’ actions speak louder than words.

TAURUS (April 21 to May 20)
Mars in your sixth house of health and body could inspire you to get more 

sporty, you spicy Taurus. You have a lot of energy that could be better spent. 
Perhaps it’s triathlon time (or, at least, time to sweat indoors with a Libra).

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21)
Uranus and Neptune in your house of travel could inspire you to get out 

of town not just for a week or two, but permanently! Ask yourself what you 
are searching for, on the deepest level. A Pisces won’t let you go it alone.

CANCER (June 22 to July 22)
It’s an intense time to be you, darling. The theatrical part of your nature is in 

high gear, which means that you won’t be ignored! Potential lovers better sit up 
and take notice, or you may rip their heads off with one quick diva-esque put- 
down. A Scorpio knows how to play a scene with you. It’s all about chemistry

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Better to lay low while your love life is in flux and not push the envelope. 

Several planets are transiting your home sector and making it more advisable 
for you to be cautious rather than contrary. A Pisces is nice to you when you 
play nice back.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Life really lightens up this week as the Sun, Mercury, and Venus all 

to give you the rockin’ social life you desire. Don’t fight with possessive 
friends. Tell them you’ll call them back and then buy some time! A 
surprisingly free-spirited Capricorn is the one who gives you the most joy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
You need to push your own limits during this cycle, especially when it comes 

to monetary matters. Several planets in your house of finances are giving you 
the green light to pursue extra income. Get out of your own way! Or, at least, get 
out of bed and get dressed, you lazy thing! A Virgo will undress you later.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
This is a beautiful time for you, Scorpio, because you’re able to see how 

important your contributions to the world are. Take advantage of the fact 
that so many planets are in your sign, and push your ideas into the psyches 
of powerful people. A Leo is a great ally.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
This is not the time to change the outer aspects of your life, Sag. While 

the Sun transits your mystical 12th house, tap in to your psyche instead. 
Meditation helps oodles. Cosmic sex with an Aries won’t hurt either.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
This is a good time for you to hook up with groups and organizations that 

share your point of view. You need smart colleagues and avid allies around 
you. A Scorpio will fight the good fight by your side.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Mars in your gadabout ninth house may make you hard to pin down in 

love and at work. Good! You need to be free, darling. Possessive people are the 
bane of your existence, so avoid 'em at all costs. A Capricorn may not see eye 
to eye with you, but you two can communicate thigh to thigh.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
The more you learn the more you can teach, and the more you teach the 

more you feel connected to your truest self this week. It’s all about sharing 
knowledge now, darling, so don’t be stingy with that original mind of yours. 
Caucus with a Gemini.

Jill Dearman is the author of the best-selling "Queer Astrology for Men” and "Queer 

Astrology for Women” (both from St. Martin's Griffin). For information on charts and 

consultations, call 212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

PRECOR • LIFE FITNESS • CYBEX ■ NAUTILUS • HAMMERSTRENGTH • EXTENSIVE FREE

4040 Milam
713.524.9932

Mon-Fri 5am-10pm 
Sat-Sun 8am-8pm

£2 
o

o 

cn

I
GO 
cz 
z 3>

cz 
s

5 
m m 
5 
s 
o
zo 
I 

o

£ 
□:
m GO 
z: 
o ZD 
2 
o

?5

I 
o 
G 
a: o z:
GO 
UJ 
z 
nz

o 2Z 
I

o 
z: 
2 
cc 
g

LU 
LU 
QZ 
LL.

H 

c 
z 
ZD

GO 

s 

co 

c 
z: 
ZD

CO 

o

o

33Ud 3AISN31X3 ■ H19N3HlSa3WWVH ■ SmtlTIVN • XSOAO • SS3MLU 330 • H003Hd •

Parking

California St.

Open Daily
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I wanted therapy that 
keeps on working.

And I got what I wanted the 
first time. Resistance-minimizing 
therapy that puts me in control. 
Talk to your doctor about 
therapy that can help keep 
HIV undetectable.

Virology”
From Research to Reality

For more information visit www.abbottviroloqy.com

a Abbott Laboratories
Abbott Park, IL 60064
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