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13.V6S :OUR OFFICIALS of the Credit Union take part in the annual meeting at which all 
1958 officers were re-elected for 1959. Standing are Board Member H. F. Tighe, 
and Treasurer-Manager G. F. Beckenridge. Seated are Credit Union President J. B. 
Harkness and Secretary Vivian Tucker.>m

;rcknT«Every Officer Re-Elected;
Jlerk. EuCredit Union Pays 4.75%

Alkylation Plant Growth Designed 
To Raise Aviation Fuel Production

Construction work now un­
derway at the alkylation unit 
of the Refinery Gas Dept, is 
designed to manufacture a 
higher quality alkylate, there­
by resulting in the production 
of greater quantities of avia­
tion fuel.

The facilities being con­
structed are actually an exten­
sion of the existing alkylation 
plant, with a number of modi­
fications and improvements. 
These new facilities are ex­
pected to go on stream by 
July 1.

The higher octane alkylate 
will be realized from this unit 
because of increases in reactor 
volume and isobutane circula-

Refinery Engineering employ­
ees. Pioneer is handling the 
installation of all new plot fa­
cilities such as the reaction and 
fractionation equipment.

Shell employees are doing 
the work on off-site facilities 
such as new piping; revisions 
to the sour depropanizer unit 
in Distilling; the addition of 
five new pumps and the re­
placement of four others in the 
present alkylation plant, and 
construction of new cooling 
water facilities. Shell has di­
rectly purchased all the mate­
rials going into this construc­
tion.

Another innovation on this 

cedure developed for handling 
and accounting for equipment 
and supplies used in construc­
tion. This system is used to 
control and expedite Purchas­
ing-Stores functions and in ad­
dition serves as an accounting 
system for monetary control 
of the project.

The engineering design for 
this project has been about 
equally divided between mem­
bers of D. H. Wheeler’s draft­
ing group in Engineering Of­
fice and outside engineering 
concerns. H. J. Lewis and E. J. 
Nelson are sharing the duties 
as Project Engineers on this 
job, while T. L. Davis is work-

, Treasit Credit Union members at 
Technokheir annual meeting Jan. 21 

approved a 1958 dividend of 
1.75 percent and then en- 
lorsed the past year’s admin- 

wstration of their organization
L V/Llby re-electing all members of 

the Board of Directors and of
minent Ae vari°us committees.
'crMinrhe Some 175 members attended 

this meeting in the Gulf Gate 
auditorium and heard reports 

*' t0 th6 growth and
l^.'^^tability of their Credit Union.

1958 membership of 5,310, 
'^savings of $2,416,000, and a 

H161 $176,430 are all-
■hue records for the group.

v -^1 addition to the 4.75 per- 
S^L^ent dividend on shares out- 
Kr ' .^standing as of Dec. 31, 1958, 

Uy the Credit Union also paid a 
mIA 15 percent interest refund to 
*^"^,all Dec. 31, 1958, members of

, Vi

gfc. Miller Planning 
SR/l/ay Retirement 

I 11
J. L. Miller, who was Su- 

? perintendent-Operations of the 
uches onvHouston Refinery for more 
television‘(than 20 years, will retire on 

May 31 after completing more 
than 39 years of Shell service.

He is currently manager of 
the Montreal Refinery of Shell 

'taGE Di]1 ComPany, Ltd., having 
51 taken up that post in January, 
I D 1957. He will be succeeded at 
c Texas Montreal by L. T. Wilson, 
No. 1 i°w Director of Refining and 

--supplies for Compania Shell 
le Venezuela, Ltd.
I Miller joined Shell Oil Com­
pany in 1920 as a gauger at 
he Wood River Refinery and 
leld positions of increasing im­
portance there and at Arkan- 
;as City and East Chicago un- 
Jl being named Superinten- 
lent here in 1937. 

It is understood that Miller 
plans to retire somewhere in 
he Houston area.

record who paid interest on a 
loan during the year. The 
crediting of these payments to 
members’ accounts has re­
cently been completed and 
amounted to more than $99,- 
000 in dividends and more 
than $38,000 in interest re­
funds.

Other business at the meet­
ing included the approving of 
plans to close the business win­
dows at both plants when the 
new Credit Union building is 
opened in Deer Park.

Total expenses for the past 
year were described by Presi­
dent John Harkness as shovy- 
ing a “remarkably low” ratio 
to income. Expenses in 1958 
were down $14,562 from 1957 
and were only 33.9 percent of 
total income as compared to 
44.3 percent the previous year.

Other re-elected officers of 
the group are J. E. Garrison, 
vice president; Vivian Tucker, 
secretary, and G. F. Brecken­
ridge, treasurer. Also continu­
ing on the Board of Directors 
are H. F. Tighe, W. H. Berk­
ley, C. H. Welch, Dixon Kirk 
and J. B. Bradshaw.

Serving another year on the 
See CREDIT UNION, Page 2

tion capacity. In addition to 
increasing the quality of the 
product, the facilities will de­
crease the consumption of sul­
furic acid, which is used as a 
catalyst in this operation.

This construction project is 
being handled in part on a 
contract basis by the Pioneer 
Industrial Co. and in part by

Provident Fund 
Interest Rate 
Set at 33/SVo

Shell Provident Fund Trus­
tees recently announced the 
authorization of a year-end 
distribution of earnings for 
1958 at an interest rate of 33/8 
percent.

This interest rate showed an 
increase for the second con­
secutive year, having been set 
at 3V4 percent in 1957 and 3 
percent in 1956.

These 1958 earnings are be­
ing credited to members’ ac­
counts, and statements will be 
forwarded to each member as 
soon as they are received here.

Phenol Unit Construction Begins 
With Work On Offsite Facilities
Preliminary ground break­

ing and construction of offsite 
facilities for the new Phenol 
Plant located east of EPON® 
Resins Unit No. 2 are under­
way. Present estimates indi­
cate that construction of the 
process unit will begin in early 
March.

Ray Gasperi. Project Engi­
neer, and Oscar LaCour, As 
sistant Project Engineer, are in 
charge of the offsite facilities 
work. This will encompass 
construction of roads, sewers, 
fire water mains, an electrical

substation, intraplant piping, 
pipeways and a complete cool­
ing water system.

Thus far the necessary sew­
er and fire water mains have 
been laid. About 60 per cent of 
the necessary pipeways have 
been erected. The pipeways 
were constructed of precast 
concrete and were installed in 
place using a new fast assem­
bly connection for precast 
concrete structural members 
designed and developed by M. 
H. R. Cogan, Assistant Chief

See PHENOL, Page 3 

project is the special IBM pro- See ALKYLATION, Page 2

Purcell Named To Second 
Term By Pasadena C of C

Glenn Purcell, Chemical 
Plant Manager has been 
named to a second term on the 
Pasadena Chamber of Com­
merce’s Board of Directors. He 
was officially installed at a 
dinner held at the Ellington 
Air Force Base Officers Club.

The Chamber’s objectives 
are to promote the welfare 
and good community relations 
of Pasadena, thereby helping 
to make the city a better place 
in which to live. It encourages 
industry and trade and strives 
to make the citizens of the 
community more aware of 
city, state and national gov­
ernments.

Purcell was praised for his 
work with the Chamber by 

business manager Malcolm 
Maupin who said, “Glenn Pur­
cell is an outstanding example 
for all Chamber members. His 
efforts and hard work have 
done much to further the aims 
of the Chamber.”

In addition to being a mem­
ber of the Pasadena Chamber 
of Commerce Purcell is active 
in the Houston Chamber of 
Commerce and many other 
professional and civic organi­
zations.

Membership in these or­
ganizations does not constitute 
the extent of Purcell’s work, 
for in many of these he has 
served as a director or officer 
or as a member of various 
committees.
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CHEMICAL PLANT Manager Glenn Purcell talks with past and present presidents of 
Pasadena Chamber of Commerce. Purcell has been re-elected to a director's post 
with the chamber. On left is ex-president J. G. Byus and right is president elect 
A. O. Bailey.
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30 Years Service

G. J. Blanyer 
Eng. Field (Refy.)

C. L. Hanna Jr. 
Distilling (Refy.)

G. Y. Mason 
Eng. Field (Refy.)

Norman Thew 
Gas (Refy.)

C. S. Lindsey 
Eng. Field (Refy.)

E. H. Browning 
Eng. (Chem.)

Union members 
auditorium.

the Credit 
the Gulfgate

WINNERS OF $25 worth of Credit Union shares as door priies at the annual meeting 
are in the back row L. B. Race, A. J. Hale and H. V. Gettys, of the Refinery, and 
E. H. Baker of Chemical. The boy in front is Eddie Twitty, son of R. Q. Twitty 
of the Refinery. The others are David Hood and E. M. Williams of Chemical, C. L. 
Lanham and D. L. Price of the Refinery, and Mrs. J. E. Garrison.

C. Mayberry 
Eng. Field (Refy.)

Don McCants, Assistant 
Manager, Refinery Dispatch­
ing Dept., was one of the 26 
participants in the third an­
nual Management Course pre­
sented recently in Galveston 
by the Houston E&P Area.

This two-week program is 
given primarily for the benefit 
of supervisory personnel from 
the Houston Area, but Mc­
Cants was invited to attend be­
cause his work at the Refinery 
is closely related to production 
and transportation of crude 
and the sale of products.

Refinery Manager John 
Tench and Administrative Su­
perintendent P. E. Keegan as­
sisted in the presentation of 
this course by appearing as

Credit Union-
(Continued, from Page 1) 

Credit Committee to handle 
Chemical Plant loan requests 
are R. L. Stanley, L. V. Ash 
and M. A. Elledge. Handling 
those duties at the Refinery 
are Cleve O’Toole, D. L. Rar­
foot and R. R. Morelan.

The Supervisory Committee 
for 1959 will continue to be 
composed of M. G. Jordan, J. 
R. Hudson and F. J. Szopa.

A report of loan activities 
by the Credit Committee show­
ed that 2,808 loans were made 
in 1958 at a total value of 
$2,864,866. Members’ loans 
outstanding as of Dec 
amounted to $2,321,367.

At the meeting, architect Rob­
ert W. Maurice discussed 
plans for the new building in 
Deer Park. Construction is ex­
pected to begin around the first 
of March.

Fourteen members attend­
ing received door prizes. Win­
ner of the portable TV set was 
L. D. Heinze of the Chemical 
Plant. R. T. Weatherly and 
A. J. Ezzell, Refinery, and 
Mrs. Nola Foshee were win­
ners of transistor radios.

Twenty-five dollars in Cred­
it Union shares each were won 
by E. H. Baker, David Hood. 
E. M. Williams, Mrs. J. E. 
Garrison, Jack Hale, D. L. 
Price, L. B. Race, C. L. Lan­
ham, H. V. Gettys 
Twitty.
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D. B. McCants Attends ,fraTh 

Area Management Course "frhe™ 
i x , ion tospeakers on two of the Du 

grams. Other speakers c o raise 
from the Houston Area,omd use 
local Shell units, HeadO 
and outside organizations. tj 
as universities. .

Approximately 70 pe^rai 
of the program was devote, ^n^ 
the study of Shell as ani^er ‘q 
grated company and the pjr 
ganization and function of pr+pr] f 
Houston Area. The remai:Jasopn( 
portion was concerned 
the study ot the managei..^e prc 
process and the skills of' jyp 
Pe™0IL , , :axes. 1

McCants has been a fqOod a 
employee since 1935 whflen^s_

came to work at the Refir-jf qie 
as Yield Clerk. He subseqiii-our 
ly became Meter Supenneweiry 
an Operating Assistant in. yy 
patching and then Assist evei of 
Manager, Dispatching pqc 
holds a B. A. degree fromi-ates. n 
Institute. :ases, i

:aken t
State Gas Ta?^ 
Deduct Allom~

If you’re an average mt qy 
ist, you paid $55 in ga^Tients 
taxes during 1958. AMf j 
for every dollar you p® aues fc 
the fuel itself, you sper^g^g 
extra 42 cents in direct As

in attendanceABOVE IS a general overall photo of 
the annual meeting on January 21 in

V.

Alkylation—
(Continued from Page 1) 

ing on the job site as Engineer­
ing Inspector.

Major reaction equipment 
being installed includes two 
horizontal Stratco alkylation 
contactors, new acid settlers 
and ammonia surge vessels. 
Fractionation equipment in­
cludes a new partial debutan­
izer and revisions to the exist­

ing depropanizing facilities to 
permit an increase in the iso­
butane recycle ratio. A small 
pre-flash column is being in­
stalled to handle increased al­
kylation yields.

Of the 54,746,990 barrels of 
lubricating oils sold in 1956, 
some 28,454.969 barrels were 
bought by the automotive busi­
ness; 1,501,118 barrels by the 
aviation industry; and 24,790.- 
903 by other industries.

AN OVERALL VIEW of the construction area in the Refinery Gas Dept, shows the 
addition and extension being made to the alkylation plant.

:fl

1
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Pasadena Concert Association 
Elects DeLong New President

C. W. DeLong, Assistant 
Chief Engineer at the Chem­
ical Plant has been elected 
president of the Pasadena 
Community Concert Associa­
tion. DeLong had previously 
served on this organization’s 
membership committee as co- 
chairman of the industrial di­
vision.

Gloria Schamerhorn, Sten­
ographer in Engineering, was 
also elected to office and will 
serve as association secretary.

This is the second season for 
the concert association. Ac­
cording to DeLong, each year 
has been a season of wide 
scope and fine quality. This 
year and next the association’s

Error Corrected
In listing the Shell em­

ployees who are members of 
the Deer Park Charter Com­
mission last month, the Shelle- 
gram inadvertently omitted 
the name of Charles E. Walker 
of the Refinery Treasury Dept, 
who is secretary of the Com­
mission.

Our apologies are hereby ex­
tended. 

schedule calls for four con­
certs. Next year it will sponsor 
what will be the largest under­
taking to date when the New 
Orleans Symphony Orchestra 
will appear.

The term concert is some­
what misleading as it pertains 
to this group, for it not only 
features noted musicians but 
this year sponsored an evening 
of ballet.

Memberships in the organ­
ization are sold once each year 
and only members may attend 
the performance.

C. W. DeLong Gloria
Schamerhorn

According to a recent study, 
approximately 35 billion gal­
lons of gasoline, and over 1.5 
bilhon barrels of crude petro­
leum, are conserved each year 
as a result of improved fuels 
and engines.

eral and state taxes. , Detwee:
Part of these taxes i$[n the 

ductible on your inconi(-,wo ce 
form and you can pronjederal 
keeping this fact in mnlefray 
you have not yet filed mce tc 
return. T1

The Federal GoverniSniles o 
portion of the tax can» or con 
deducted on either the W 956 
or state income tax return vas 
states’ share of the taxMighw; 
ever, is deductible on B\ 
Federal income tax form.-ipwarc 
thirds of the states ass^ion of 
individual income taxes Md en 
deduction of the state gaswould
13 Even if you don't keep A] 
rate records of each gal1 Govern 
buy, you can prepare mprov 
ceptable deduction. 11 dded < 
mate the number ot y1* laid or 
get from a gallon o g tates. 
and divide this into ® he AB 
ber of miles you dr0 . T1 
year. Multiply this resWyiH nc 
the tax per gallon i To pro^ 
state. This final total r ties ar 
deduction. /T

For example: if ) p T1 
10.000 miles and got n the 
per gallon, you w°u mt tha 
Led about 700 gallon ti an be 
oline in 1958. By ^Jghwa 
700 by the Texas tax P Gi 
Ion of six cents yon&^era 
the amount you can 0 /o e.

You can deduct tb uses v 
you don’t use your c ere t 
"ing any part of your
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To provide you with information about...

Public Issues Affecting Our Industry

When Do Gasoline Taxes 
Become Threat to Sales?
In the months immediately ahead, the public is faced with 

rash of increases in gasoline taxes.
The reason? Threatened state and Federal deficits — with 

gasoline, already heavily taxed, being singled out to bear ea 
ubstantial part of the new tax burden.

The idea of taxing gasoline is 40 years old. The first gaso­
line tax — one cent a gallon — was enacted by the State of 

lOregon in 1919. The tax on gasoline proved a popular means 
of raising revenue, and by 1929 all 48 states had gasoline taxes.

The principle behind most early gasoline taxes was that 
this was a fair way to raise funds for building and maintaining 
highways. From the legislator’s point of view, gasoline taxes 
were easy to collect; they also taxed highway users in propor­
tion to their use of the highways.

f the p During the depression, many state legislatures, desperate 
kers caito raise revenue from any source, increased their gasoline taxes 
^rea, otland used these funds for non-highway purposes.
-ead Of “Temporary” Tax Still With Us
itions,st Until 1932, the field of gasoline taxation was commonly 

considered to be one reserved to the states; in that year the 
U Per(Federal Government imposed a “temporary” tax of one cent 
aewtecQ ganon to raise money to combat the depression. Like many 

as an iiiDtper “temporary” taxes, the Federal gasoline tax is still with us.
Until 1956, the Federal Government used the funds col- 

tl0n °‘ lected for general purposes. In July of that year, the Federal 
re™inigasOline tax was increased to three cents a gallon for the avowed 
rnBd 'purpose of creating a Federal Highway Trust Fund to finance 
aitogmt-he proposed new Federal Highway Program.
.ills ot Meanwhile, many state legislatures also raised gasoline 

taxes. The average of state and Federal taxes combined, which 
m a o^tood at six cents a gallon at the end of 1945, now totals nine 
5 whenceip-s — an increase of 50%. On a national average, this is 42% 
e Refinpf retaii price of gasoline — an excise tax rate more than 
ubsequtfour times that imposed on so-called “luxury” items such as 
^upervijgwelry, fur coats and luggage.
ant in I What is the oil industry’s attitude towards such a high 
i Assist]eve| of taxation on a low-priced product?
:hing. one likes to see his chief product subjected to high tax
‘ from Erates, nor does he care to serve as an involuntary (and, in most 

cases, unpaid) tax collector. However, the oil industry has 
taken the position that it should not oppose taxes upon gasoline 

//iTprovided that (1) the tax level does not become so high that 
u it will adversely affect the sale of gasoline, and (2) the tax

/()WfreVenUe iS devoted to highway purposes.
States Use Gas Tax for General Expenses

■age mo Twenty-seven states have adopted constitutional amend- 
in gasOiments to prevent diversion of gasoline taxes. However, some 
• Actuaof remaining states use large amounts of gasoline tax reve- 
)u pa^nues for general expenditures not in the least connected with 
i spent highways.
direct I As“ we have just seen. Federal gasoline tax collections 
5. , between 1932 and 1956 were used as general purpose funds,
ixes is In the latter year, the rate of gasoline tax was increased from 
income two cents to three cents per gallon and earmarked for the 
i profit Federal Highway Trust Fund. This Fund would, it was planned, 
in mimdefray the cost of an ambitious new program of Federal assist- 
filed J'ance to highways.

The so-called Interstate System, to provide about 40,000 
wernniemiles of linked expressways across the country, was scheduled 

cannotfor construction over a 13-year period. 1957-1969. Its cost in 
theFe®1956 was estimated at $27 billion, about $25 billion of which 
return^was to be provided by the Federal Government out of the 
a tax. ‘Highway Trust Fund.
e on ' By 1958, cost of the Interstate System had been revised 
form, upward (because of increased construction costs and the addi­
es assertion of features such as more lanes of highway and more exits 
axesmnd entrances) to a total of $40 billion, $36 billion of which 
ate gawvould have come from the Highway Trust Fund.

Planned Expenditures Exceed Trust Fund
^lon ^so to come from the Highway Trust Fund is the Federal 

1 ga a);povernment’s share of the so-called ABC highway program
^provement and modernization of 78,000 miles of federally- 

■ ^ipA^ded state roads. This program, in existence since 1916, is 
’ f1L-paid one-half by the Federal Government, and one-half by the 
° bp ]i^a^es- During the 13 years 1957-1969, the Federal share of 

v/he ABC System is estimated at some $13 billion.
dr0'iil: The Federal Highway Trust Fund as currently set up

is res no^. prov-en0Ug]1 revenue to meet these large outlays. 
111 i^s Provide the extra money that will be needed. Federal author- 
Dtal i [ties are proposing an increase in the Federal tax on gasoline 

or 2 cents per gallon.
y°ut r Th6 industry looks with apprehension upon an increase 

11 th® Federal gasoline tax rate of 50% or more, and points 
VV°11. nput that anticipated deficit in the Federal Highway Trust Fund 

be made up by utilizing revenue from existing taxes on 
HiuftiP lighway users.

f J Gasoline taxes are not the only taxes collected by the 
u de e Federal Government from those who use the highways. 1 he 
nded1 10% excue tax added to the prices of automobiles. trucks and 
this.e Duses yields more than a billion dollars a year. In addition, 
cat111 there are Federal taxes on automotive parts and accessories,
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20 Years Service

If.I v ♦
W. H. Dennis D. D. Galloway C. Hargrove R. J. McCarthy C. W. Seyer

Dispatching (Refy.) Eng. Services (Refy.) Eng. Field (Refy.) Eng. Services (Refy.) Eng. (Chem.)
J. M. Willard

Eng. Field (Refy.)

Phenol—
(Continued, from Page 1)

Engineer, for which there is a 
patent pending.

The installation of piping 
has just begun. These pipes 
will carry steam and benzene 
from the Refinery to the Phe­
nol Plant, utility service and

feed, and acetone destined for 
R, A, and G Departments. 
Acetone is a by-product of bis­
phenol production.

The rail spur located on the 
west side of EPON Resins 
Warehouse No. 2 has been ex­
tended about 290 feet to allow 
contractors working on the 
project to unload materials and 
equipment.

OSCAR LaCOUR, left, and Ray Gasperi check blue prints of off site facilities for 
phenol unit. In background stands newiy erected concrete pipe supports. Some pipe 
is already in place. Most noticeable is steam line and expansion loop.

Road construction in and 
around the plant has been 
hampered by recent heavy 
rains. When the ground dries, 
contractors will begin the work 
of extending East 5th Street, 
North 19th Street and new 
streets in and around the new 
plant.

As the work on the project 
is in two distinct phases, off­
site facilities and process unit, 
the work done by Gasperi and 
LaCour will end at the bound­
ary line of the process unit. 
From this point Project Engi­
neer L. S. Alpert and W. A. 
Scruggs, Assistant Project En­
gineer, will supervise construc­
tion of the Phenol process unit.

The latest method for engi­
neering design has been used 
for this plant. A scale model, 
complete in every detail, of the 
plant has been made. This af­
fords the engineers responsible 
for construction an unusual in­
sight into what will be the 
finished product. It also elimi­
nates the need for great num­
bers of detailed drawings.

If any changes are made in 
design, these changes are 
transferred to the model. The 
model was made by the Kel­
logg Construction Company, 
builders of the process unit.

AERIAL VIEW of Chemical Plant shows location (arrow) of Phenol unit site. Phenol is a basic ingredient in production of EPON® 
Resins. EPON Resin unit No. 2 and No. 3 are located across street from phenol unit.

tires, tubes, retread rubber, diesel fuel, lubricating oils and 
truck use.

The oil industry has pointed out that no new Federal taxes 
on gasoline will be necessary, if these taxes on highway use 
now being collected are devoted solely to highway purposes.

Proposals are now current in about half the states to in­
crease their gasoline taxes, for one or both of these purposes: 
(1) to help meet operating deficits, (2) to provide matching 
funds required as their share of the Federal highway programs.

If these proposed taxes are passed, the average motorist 
will pay tax equal to half — or more — of the retail price of 
gasoline.

Is this too much?
Common sense tells us yes, if the increased tax raises the 

total price of gasoline to where motorists cannot afford to buy 
what they need, or if the increased tax depresses the sale of 
gasoline to a point where the total revenue is less than what 
would have been raised by a lower tax on a larger volume of 
sales.

How high do gasoline taxes have to be to cut into sales?
Nobody knows precisely — but it is a safe bet that we are 

already near the danger point.

Whos New
REFINERY

Jan. 19—Peggy Sue, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. M. E. Slaten, Lube Oils.

Jan. 22—Patricia Doreen, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Armstrong, Treasury.

Feb. 7—Robert Gordon Louis Hill, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Hill, P&IR.

10 Years Service
CHEMICAL

N. A. Carrier, Shipping
J. H. Collier, Shipping
H. A. Hallonquist, Engineering
D. P. Larson, Eng.-Dev.
E. R. Roach, Engineering
P. G. Sparr, Engineering
J. A. Taylor, Engineering

REFINERY

R. R. Russell, Research
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NOT A HOODED MONSTER, but an employee of the Refinery Paint Dept, uses 
the sand blasting technique to remove rust and other corrosion from 
beams prior to their being repaired for reuse.

ANOTHER FURNACE TUBE is ready to be pulled into 
Boilermaker No. 1 E. G. Suhr removes the strap which was used 
as a cradle to lift the long tube into position. Removing, replacing 
and repairing these tubes is just one of the many jobs which must 
be accomplished before the Cat. Cracker can go back on stream.

fhe Big Shutdown p] 
Takes a Big Effort |

Plans are now being made for the next Cat. Cracker 
down. ii j°^s (

This may sound strange since the big unit just went! and ' 
on stream Jan. 31 for what it is hoped will be a two-year Pur6( 
but the many persons who are responsible for these shutdo blind 
know that on orderly procedure does not just happenJ: wouh 
planned. 1

So, planning for the just-finished 1959 turnaround b t0 be 
back on May 6, 1957, when feed was cut into the unit to' and s 
catalytic cracking run No. 15. On that day engineers andt tbat 
nologists started making plans for work that would hav- inspe' 
be done when the run was over, even though that date, it revisi 
hoped, would be from 18 to 24 months away. ’ these

Reports were written, telling what had been done du for r 
that turnaround, giving the facts on equipment inspect! 
stating what would be done next time to assure a smoother A 
and reporting on the equipment that would need to be repar been 
based on calculations of anticipated life. After the run i lying 
proceeded for about a year, work on the coming turnaroi had b 
was intensified. remo1

Memorandum Lists 150 Jobs i
Operating experiences gave rise to ideas for improve® Crane 

on the unit. Changes in operating conditions were suggests and t( 
changes which would require new equipment to be install or ret

In July, 1958, a memorandum from the Catalytic Grad I 
Dept, to Engineering Field listed 150 jobs which would li week, 
to be done during the shutdown. In the meantime, Engineer ants c 
Inspectors had written a memorandum to the operating dep- shop i 
ment, listing work which, based on their records, would hav °f the 
be accomplished during the turnaround and listing all eqi the b< 
ment which they would want inspected. some

By late November, the shutdown date had been definil- 
set for the first weekend in January, 1959. This date v°f SUI 
chosen not only with regard to the condition of the Hoii< Pefhte 
Cat. Cracker, but also to tie in with the shutdowns of catah 
cracking units at Wood River and Norco. normt

About this same time, a second memorandum to Erbacb : 
neering listed 42 additional jobs which would have to be dan<d r 
during the turnaround. Area Supervisor C. F. Williams stuT111.1 t 
these memoranda and translated them into a schedule for m ,ltS€ 
Engineering craftsmen. Meetings attended by operating Pnit a 
engineering personnel provided assurance that everyone imilts 
stood what was to be done, and that nothing had been 0TcontI 0 
looked.

All during December the Engineering Department str q 
piled equipment and supplies in the field beyond the unitarouni 
the final week before the big job itself they began to move|ractic 
desks, a public address system, portable tool rooms and tin the 
phones to make certain the work would be done efficierheat fi 
and that everything would be well coordinated. C

Feed Handling Arrangements Necessary run at
During this same period, the operating department ha«and w 

make arrangements with other departments to store the 40 Revisii 
barrels of feed which would ordinarily run through the A 
Cracker each day. Shell Chemical was also involved, since the un 
lighter products produced on the Cat. Cracker serve as tlyvhere 
raw materials. Their operations would have to be alteinsPec 
during the time the Cat. Cracker was down. ment ;

At 4 p.m. on Jan. 3 everything was in readiness. Fee A 
the unit was slowly reduced and by midnight had been1 le )° 
pletely cut out, thus bringing to an end a run of 14,590 ho^ePart 
or more than 608 days. This Cat. Cracker run set a newr^9ulPr 
at the Houston Refinery. en

At this time the unit still contained 650 tons of cata A 
and some of the equipment remained at temperatures ut at 
l,150°F. Before it could be safely turned over to the Engine Ej 
Dept., this catalyst had to be removed and the vessels haaeard 
be cooled. " -he big

All day Sunday and most of Monday were spent inuni-he spe 
mg catalyst from the unit. Of course, during this time a esemb

THE BULLET — That's the appropriate name given to the metal nose cone which is slipped over the end of 
each tube to help ease it damage-free into the furnace at the Cat. Cracker. The use of this device for 
the first time on the January shutdown is just one example of the way in which new tools and methods are 
constantly being developed to make each shutdown easier, quicker and safer. Zone Foreman W. H. Jones 
was the man responsible for the development of this particular and valuable improvement.

GETTING RIGHT INSIDE the Cat. Cracker is a 
necessity for many persons during a shutdown 
nspector R. F Tucker Jr., for example, seems to 
be in pretty close quarters between the cyclones 
n the reactor as he chalks repair instructions on 

the equ.pment. Hundreds of such inspections must 
be made of every piece of equipment to determine 
where and exactly what repairs are needed.
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Planning lor Next One 
>rt Is Already Underway 
acker

jobs could be accomplished. The main fractionator was steamed 
Went I water washed, all lines and various accumulators were 

o~year r with inert gas so that they would be safe to open, and 
shutdo\ blinds were installed between various units, so that each unit 

Ppen—' would be isolated from the others.
1 By late Monday afternoon everything was in condition 

^nd bee burned over to Engineering. The vessels were opened up 
init tQ and scaffolds were raised in the reactor and the regenerator so 
■s and k that the cyclones. and walls of these vessels could be safely 
dd hav inspected and maintained. Plans had been laid to make major 
late ite revisions to the regenerator stacks, so welders were sent into 

these stacks immediately to cut out material and make room 
one dun for revisions- 
luspectio Unit Looks Hurricane-Struck
lootherj Within several days the entire unit looked as if it had 
)e repair, been through a hurricane. There were parts of the Cat. Cracker 
e run i lying everywhere. The auxiliary stack on the regenerator 
turnarou had been taken down and both catalyst recycle risers had been 

removed to the Shop.
During this period the main fractionator was acid-cleaned, 

proveme! Cranes were busy moving exchanger bundles off the structure 
suggested and to ground level where they were inspected and acid-cleaned 
e install or retubed, depending upon their condition.
ic Crack Day and night during the entire shutdown, seven days a 
vould h week, men swarmed over the giant piece of machinery like 
mgineen ants on their mound of earth. The many craftsmen from every 
ing depai shop who were busy at the unit itself represented only a portion 
aid have th056 working on this turnaround, because many more in 

all equ the bee-hive-busy Central Shops were efficiently working on 
some piece of detachable equipment.

i definite Working along with the craftsmen was another small army 
; date v of supervisors, inspectors, engineering specialists, material ex- 
le Housl pediters. time keepers, safety inspectors and even photographers, 
af catalv Gradually things around the Cat. Cracker started to look 

" normal as jobs were completed and pieces of equipment came 
n to En: hack from the Shop. This job of accounting for, transporting 
to be do' and repairing the equipment that had to be taken from the 
ms studi unh t0 th6 Shop and then back again was one of major size 
ule for * in itself. A total of 463 separate items was logged out of the 
rating d unh area t° the Shop, and every item eventually got back into 
one undf its place in the unit, thanks to these well planned material 
been ov: contr°l procedures.

Improvements Include New-Type Tray 
nent sto y^e improvements made on the unit during this turn- 
le unit, around included the installation of a new type of tray in the 
to move fractionator to improve product quality. Fin tubes were installed 
; and te in the convection section of the furnace in order to realize more 
efficient heat from the fuel gas.

Changes were made to the blowers so that they could be 
ry run at a higher speed. The auxiliary stack was replaced in part 
lent had and was extended three feet, making it as tall as the main stack, 
the 40.1 Revisions were made to both stacks to reduce the noise level, 
h the 1 All during the turnaround, operators were also busy on 
[. since the unit, showing craftsmen where jobs needed to be done and 
/e as tfowhere the equipment that had to be worked on was located, 
be alter inspecting work after it was finished, and seeing that all equip­

ment got back in the proper place.
ss. Feed At 9 a.m. on Jan. 29, the Engineering Department said 
been codhe job was finished and returned the unit to the operating 
590 hovdepartment. After a thorough check and pressure test of the 
aevv rec(e9uipnient, the 650 tons of catalyst, which had been removed 

when the unit came down, were started back into the unit.

NO. 1 OPERATORS H. F. McFall (right) and T. H. Cochran make an adjustment in the 
operation of the blowers at the Cat. Cracker shortly after the big unit went back on 
stream. Changes made in the blowers meant that Operators had to keep a close eye 
on their operation during the first few days after the start-up.

I >

t
W8 * W
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BURNING AWAY DAMAGED portions of grid beams is one of the many jobs 
the Welding Shop handles during a Cat. Cracker turnaround. Here F. I. 
Shoemake (left) and J. L. Dykes, both No. 1 Welders, work on one of the 
mutilated beams, getting it ready for replacement of the damaged portions.

ft?

)f catal’ As was to be expected, some problems were encountered, 
iratures but at 2:15 a.m. on Jan. 31, feed was once more cut into the unit.
ngineer Employees coming to work later that morning once again 
;els Hao heard a familiar sound. But the loud pre-turnaround roar of 

the big Cat. had been transformed by the general overhaul and 
in unlothe specific alterations in the stack into something more closely 

time otTesembling the contented purr of a giant kitten.

experts for 
... v. ... ...  .- a-. a job done 

“nn9 a turnaround. Here T. C. Cardwell, Machinist No. 1, drives a wedge 
r 1 e under the close scrutiny of Machinist Helper No. 1 E. R. Crofoot.

ANDING ON YOUR HEAD is recommended by some yoga 
axation, but it is also sometimes a necessity in order to get REPRESENTATIVE OF craftsmen working on the Cat. Cracker turn­

around are L. A. Farris (left), a No. 1 Pipefitter, and R. M. Loy, a 
No. 1 Pipefitter Helper, seen working on a pump.

M ..

- ■
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H. F. Ireton

live-

lubri-

25 Years
Service

4 Employees Take 
First Aid Training

Realizing the importance of 
first aid training in an emer­
gency, four Refinery em­
ployees recently took a course 
in this subject on their own 
time.

A. J. Norrix, Electric Shop; 
M. G. Crosby, Insulation Shop; 
H. M. Hancock and W. G. Can­
non, Fire and Safety Dept., 
studied the standard Red Cross 
first aid course offered in Deer 
Park under the auspices of the 
city’s Civil Defense organiza­
tion. Course instructors were 
L. E. Waters and Hank Raw- 
son. 

and a consulting job with, a 
Houston autoclave and steril­
izer service company.

Newman, a Garage Mechan­
ic No. 1 in the Refinery Auto­
motive Dept., accumulated 
some 29 and one-half years of 
accredited service before re­
tiring.

He first came to work at the 
Refinery on Aug. 13, 1929, as 
a Spray Man and worked in 
various phases of the painting 
craft until November, 1931. 
At that time he joined the 
Automotive Dept.’s mechan­
ical group and was employed 
there for the remainder of his 
career.

Rorn in Kenedy, Texas, 
Newman attended Rerclair 
High School. His retirement 
plans include the operation of 
a tourist motel near Hunts­
ville.

Roberts, who was an Opera-

Miller Moving 
To Gas Dept.

J. E. “Joe” Miller has been 
named to fill the newly-cre­
ated position of Operating As­
sistant in the Refinery Gas 
Dept, effective March 1.

Miller has been working in 
Industrial Engineering since 
1953. His Shell career started 
on Sept. 3, 1936, when he 
came to work as a General 
Helper.

He moved to the Gas Dept, 
in June, 1937, as a Gauger in 
thermal gas recovery opera­
tions. He helped start the high 
pressure absorber in 1938 and 
went to the poly gas side when 
the alkylation unit began op­
erations in 1939. In 1945 he 
was named Shift Foreman and 
eight years later joined Indus­
trial Engineering.

Three Refinery employees 
representing more than three- 
quarters of a century of Re­
finery service punched out for 
the last time recently to take 
up life as Shell pensioners.

Retiring effective February 
1 were H. F. Ireton, M. S. 
Newman and F. O. Roberts.

Ireton, a Pipefitter No. 1, 
departed the active employ of 
the Company with more than 
24 years of accredited service. 
He came to work at the Re­
finery as a Laborer on March 
10, 1934, and after a short 
period of working in Cracking 
Cleanout moved into the Pipe 
Shop in May, 1935.

He spent the remainder of 
his Shell career in the Pipe 
Shop. Beginning in 1945, he 
often served as an instructor 
in the pipefitting craft for 
classes conducted as part of the 
craft training program.

A native of Dewey County, 
Okla., Ireton received much of 
his education after coming to 
work for Shell. For eight years 
he went to night school at the 
Pasadena and San Jacinto 
High Schools, Taylor Voca­
tional School and the Univer­
sity of Houston where he took 
two years of work in mechan­
ical engineering.

Ireton’s retirement plans in­
clude a good deal of travelling

Shellegram Is 
Seeking Pics 
Of ’59 Grads

Is there a prospective high 
school or college graduate in 
your family this year? Would 
you like to see his or her pic­
ture in the Shellegram?

This year, in the June issue, 
the Shellegram will print 1959 
graduation pictures of the sons 
and daughters of all Refinery 
and Chemical Plant employees. 
AH employees who have sons 
and daughters graduating eith­
er from college or high school 
at mid-term or in May this 
year are invited to supply the 
Shellegram with a photo of the 
student and biographical in­
formation.

Pictures may be of any size. 
Black and white glossy prints 
are preferred, but colored pic­
tures can be used. They may 
be in cap and gown or in street 
clothes. Do not write on the 
backs of the photographs.

Information to be submitted 
with the pictures should in­
clude the full name of the stu­
dent and parents, name of the 
school, full information con­
cerning school honors and ac­
tivities, information about 
future plans such as college to 
be attended or employment 
student expects to pursue.

Pictures and information 
may be delivered personally 
to the Shellegram office in the 
Central Shop at the Refinery 
or in the Main Office building 
at the Chemical Plant. They 
may also be mailed to the 
Shellegram. P. 0. Box 2527, 
Houston 1, Texas.

The deadline for receiving 
photographs is Friday, May 29.

All photographs submitted 
will be returned unharmed.

LEBRu^ci»!rcD

Shell Tailors Lubricants 
For Supersonic Flights

Shell Development Com­
pany scientists have succeeded 
in producing advanced lubri­
cants for supersonic flight by 
aircraft or missiles that can 
withstand both nuclear radia­
tion and a wide range of tem­
peratures.

The lubricants were devel­
oped after several years of 
intensive research for the Air 
Research and Development 
Command of the U. S. Air 
Force. They are made basical­
ly from benzene, a petroleum 
derivative, and oxygen from 
the air. and are called poly­
phenyl ethers.

Development of materials 
that can stand both the ex­
treme temperatures of super­
sonic flight and severe doses 
of radiation is essential for 
construction of highspeed jet 
aircraft and missiles. The Air 
Force described the new lubri­
cant as a major advance in this 
direction.

The ethers also show promise 
as nuclear reactor coolants, 
hydraulic fluids, and base oils 
for greases.

The Shell scientists found 
that certain polyphenyl ethers 
remained stable under condi­
tions of radiation exposure and 
high temperature. These com­
ponents were then tested to 
determine which possessed 
the necessary lubrication and 
physical properties.

Results showed that the new 
lubricant could resist heat de­
composition to temperatures of 
over 800 degrees Fahrenheit__
an increase of more than 200

degrees over present 
cants. It could also withstand 
more than five times the 
amount of radiation possible 
for standard lubricants, and it 
remained stable to oxidation at 
temperatures up to 600 degrees 
Fahrenheit—another advance 
of more than 200 degrees.

Development qualities of the 
ethers are still undergoing lab­
oratory tests at Emeryville. 
The discovery marks another 
significant advance in Shell’s 
research program to develop 
fuels and lubricants for the 
Space Age.

Working on the research 
project at Emeryville were Re­
search Supervisor E. R. Bar­
num; Chemists C. L. Mahoney, 
W. W. Kerlin, and W. S. 
Saari, of the Lubricants Gen­
eral Department; K. J. Sax, 
Organic Chemistry Depart­
ment; and C. D. Wagner, 
Chemical Physics Department.

An average of one 
was accidentally injured« w SE 
16 seconds in the United weighs 

during 1957, according 
National Safety Counci

Staff Photographers: Sam Davis, Al Locke

ShS15^ for employees of Shell Oil Company, H°u5ttOicle d̂--^Al.Nlr
er^LCh Cal CorPoration, Houston Plant. Contributions of artlcsHELlSl’*e |ust 
IhPn nn^ welcomed. Address all communications to EDITOR, 
snen Oil Company, P. o. Box 2527, Houston 1, Texas.

Houston-NorcQl 
’34 Plant Da) 
Remembered 1

Do you remember the I 
nual Plant Day contpa, 
between the Houston andN F 
co Refineries that took nl K 
in 1934? P

The story from the nagK 
the Shell Shock of Sent 
1934, reads like this:

“The Shell Oilers of 
Houston Refinery are thehiB- 
ball champions of the Sont R 
ern Division for 1934.

“Aha! What a ball JI 
What a series! The 1934ae|B 
ing of the Norconians and] I 
Shellites in Houston wasJH 
of the most thrilling and hot! 
contested series in the Bright 
year history of the ann»<lose' 
series. both c

“After holding the Lou. ^"11 
ana team to three hits on S 
urday, Sam Costa, the Oil J • 
ace, came back with only nJ 11 
day’s rest and limited theNi 
co boys to five hits ando^Tr 
unearned run on Labor Da1

And .. . “The Houston | yy 
aid team enjoyed a sweepiest s 
victory over the Norco 
in the Plant Day progr,histo] 
Sept. 1. 2 and 3. quiri

“The Houston aggregatendu 
consisted of J. R. Vawter,G jn 
tain, Don Wilson, Houslnotay 
Cammack, Claude DeWetare p 
George Blanyer and Q. • 
Davis (patient). These ni. a 
were picked by P. E. Keed11^. 
from employees of the ReU ^1C 
ery . . .” sPort

And... “The Labor DTt is 
barbecue must have beenwrest 
successful party — nobody sport 
members what happened, lege s

“Anyway, the farmers in, 
rain and the fish need wal/ 
and the barbecue had the 1 
sequent mud. Much victii 
and drink were dispensed I 
well make a little wagey 7 , 
warmed many stomachs.. ' so

And ... “The trouble is 
rain washed out the tei, 
matches with the score of 
singles tied while only I I-W 
played, and with so httk 
the doubles matches pfe 
that it could have been ■ । 
body’s game.

“On Saturday, Pat Ny 
allowed Norco the first 
by dropping his match to ?<- 
Alter 7-5 and 6-3. while 
bee Allen of the Houston g 
fice evened the score by' g 
ning from M. W.
6-4.”

shellegra
SHELL OIL COMPANY SHELLhouIstotIm"t 

dlL HOUSTON REFINERY

M. S. Newman

Refinery Retirements Announced 
Of Ireton, Newman and Roberts

tor No. 1 in the Lubricating 
Oils Dept., became a pensioner 
after accumulating more than 
22 years of accredited service. 
He was first employed as a 
Truck Driver No. 2 on Aug. 
22, 1936, moving to the Crack­
ing Dept, in June, 1937, and 
working there most of the time 
until May 31, 1948, when he 
was selected to help operate 
the newly-opened lube oils fa­
cilities. The remainder of his 
career was spent in this work.

Born in Walker County, 
Texas, Roberts was graduated 
from Bedias High School and 
attended Sam Houston State 
Teachers College. He taught 
school for about five years be­
fore joining Shell.

Roberts recently purchased 
a small farm near Huntsville 
where he plans to raise a few 
vegetables and a little 
stock.

F. O. Roberts

J. E. Miller

J. E. Daigle W. B. Miller
Eng. Field (Refy.) Eng. Field (Refy.)

JAKE KOBLER, Editor
(Refinery)

R. L. BURGET, Associate Editor
(Chemical Plant)
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JIMMY, ON TOP, is in process of pinning opponent's shoulders 
to mat. Referee, just behind boys is checking to see if shoulders 
are down before he begins the three second count.
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to pit their skills against 
comers.

Into this aura of sour-smell­
ing gymnasiums, overtoned 
with the pungent odor of lini­
ment and alcohol came Jimmy 
Selby. Jimmy is the son of J. 
W. Selby, Jr., Shell Chemical 
Sales in Houston.

Jimmy has only been wrest­
ling for a short time and al­
ready has amassed a string of 
five wins and one loss.

In a recent tournament Jim­
my in one day won three 
matches to help his team to 
the YMCA title in Houston 
and first place in the 105-lb. 
junior class for himself. Jimmy 
weighs close to 100 pounds, is 
11 years old, stands about 5 
feet, 2^2 inches tall and pos­
sesses an unusually strong pair 
of hands.

Watching young boys 
straining and sweating for the 
victor’s laurel wreath offers 
moments of real excitement. 
Although these matches are 
usually devoid of moans, 
groans and mat pounding you 
find no less enthusiastic cheer­
ing for a favorite.

The rules of amateur wrest­
ling, as set forth under NCAA 
and AAU, insure that no one 
is permanently injured, for 
punishable holds are not al­
lowed. A match can be won 
by either pinning an opponent 
to the mat for three seconds 
or by out-pointing him. Points 
are given for such things as 
taking an opponent to the mat 
or freeing oneself from a hold.

J. W. SELBY stands by as 
..... , $ .n

wor<
gdevt^
?d bl-weighs

g tOevents.
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)rci Shift Workers
ay

RIGHT DOWN TO THE WIRE goes this game as Shell Shift League bowlers keep a 
annu; dose ®ye on ,he alley and the score sheef- Seated are E. C. Harris and J L Banks

both of Thermal Cracking. Those standing are N. M. King, Thermal Cracking team 
sponsor Jimmy Matthews; N. J. Ellis, R. E. Nix and B. J. Newman, all of Treatina 

Loillj and H. W. Warren, Thermal Cracking. '
on Sa

g Jimmy Selby Helps Team 
rn^To Wrestling Event Title
on fit Wrestling is one of the old- 
^eeP1Lest sports known to man. From 
0 te8!its inception and throughout 
)ro8rai history it has been a sport re- 

quiring strength, agility and
"egatit endurance.
®r’ cal In more recent times the

notables of the wrestling world 
3’:ee-are better known for their act- 
Sg Jing ability than for their fight-

There is one area in
1 Refii which the tenets of this age-old

sport are proudly maintained.
)r p.It is in the world of amateur 
been wrestling. Participating in this 

>ody r sport are young boys and col­
ied. lege students willing and ready

T]A

d wal!/’2*'
the su 
victui 
sed ai
Mager •
ls..:"v4w,
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and ^TRAINING FOR leverage and position Jimmy and opponent 

Ll,E lave just been given the go signal from referee in background.

Morning Bowling
Do you like to bowl at 8:30 

in the morning?
If so, and you don’t have 

to be at work every day at that 
time, there can be a spot for 
you in the summer version of 
the Shell Shift Workers Bowl­
ing League. Eight teams strong, 
this league now performs in 
the Pasadena alley each Tues­
day morning.

Bowlers in the current 
league think their arrange­
ment is such a success they 
are looking for more shift 
workers to join them for a 
summer league and for an­
other full-season, league next 
fall. f

Men who, because of work­
ing daylights, cannot attend 
on Tuesday morning report to 
the alley on Monday night to 
roll their games. Then the 
morning bowlers pick up the 
same score sheets and com­
plete the team competition.

Six of the eight teams have 
sponsors who purchased shirts 
and pay $1.50 a week into the 
prize fund which will be used 
to purchase trophies at the end 
of the season. These sponsors 
include Kennedy’s and Wil­
son’s Shell service stations.

President of this unique 
league is J. A. Stevens of the 
Refinery Utilities Dept., while 
A. W. Gore, Gas, is vice presi­
dent and E. C. Harris of Ther­
mal Cracking is secretary­
treasurer.

Up to the final bowling date 
in January, G. T. Haney of 
the Treating Dept, had bowled 
the highest series with a 570 
while T. C. Burke, Thermal 
Cracking, had the highest 
game with a 223.

Anyone interested in joining 
this group during the summer 
or next fall is urged to contact 
one of the officers of the 
league.

All matches are overseen by 
a qualified referee who counts 
out points to judges standing 
by or rules on whether a pin 
has been scored.

In Jimmy’s first match in 
the YMCA tournament, he 
suffered an early point loss for 
being taken to the mat. How­
ever. it wasn’t long before he 
had freed himself, forced his 
adversary's shoulders to the 
mat and was declared winner. 
Before leaving the ring, both 
boys shook hands and then re­
returned to their respective 
teams.

It’s amazing to watch Jim­
my and his teammates trans­
form from normal young boys 
full of energy and mirth to 
eager combatants who give and 
ask no quarter. But this is 
what makes champions and 
this is just what Jimmy and 
his teammates were as they 
bested other teams to win in 
the junior division. The senior 
division of this team placed 
second in the tournament win­
ning over several Southwest 
Conference schools.

Something other than being

his son Jimmy 
prior to competing in day's

L CORP-

'XX
J 
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CHECKING HIS SCORE, while the rest of the bowlers intently watch the action on 
the alley, is J. A. Stevens, Utilities. Seated at the score table are J. H. Churchwell, 
Utilities, and D. E. Howard, Boilermakers. Along the bench in the back are R. L. 
McGraw, S. W. Woods, T. C. Bourke and F. M. Thomas. Bourke works in Thermal 
Cracking, and the others work in Utilities.

TAKING A BREAK for the photographer at one of their recent Tuesday morning 
bowling sessions are (back row) J. M. Hall, A. W. Gore, G. A. Havens and I. W. 
Land, all of the Gas Dept. In the front are D. F. Samuelson, Refinery Lab; B. C. 
Hayes, Treating, and A. L. Eaton, Utilities.

Golfers Play on Thin Ice
Fifty-eight golfers braved an 

ice-covered course to play in 
January’s SERA golf tourna­
ment. According to golf chair­
man Toby Essary of the Chem­
ical Plant, golfers actually 
were forced to spend time 
scraping ice from their shoes.

good wrestlers sets this group 
apart. All of the members are 
blind and wrestle for the Texas 
School for the Blind against 
normal-sighted opponents. 
These young boys and young 
men are being taught to over­
come their handicap. And as 
far as this phase is concerned, 
they do an excellent job.

JIMMY STANDS between his father J. W. 
Selby (left) and Paul Boesch, noted wres­
tler and T.V. personality.

Wo
’ 'S' '

Although the weather was 
inclement, some better than 
average scores were registered. 
A low gross score of 77 was 
posted by J. W. Hyde, Chem­
ical Plant Superintendent. 
Low net score of 68 was cred­
ited to Chemical Plant’s E. P. 
Franzen, Manager, Engineer­
ing Development and W. V. 
Woodward. Engineering-Field.

As is the usual custom for 
monthly tournaments, golf 
balls were given to those with 
lowest scores. In the first 
flight, prizes went to Lee Jen­
nings, Toby Essary, Grover 
Noonan, J. W. Hyde, Al Du­
gas, Tom Wisdom, J. C. Win­
ter, J. W. Peters, V. J. Talley, 
and J. A. Tarbett. all from 
the Chemical Plant.

Winners in the second flight 
were Chemical’s H. G. Sealy, 
Pete Turner, E. D. Stanley, 
A. L. Young, H. L. Butler, 
W. L. Tanner, D. D. Jones, 
and W. C. Morgan. From the 
Refinery, A. L. Stanfield. W. 
W. Amason, L. C. Dickey, M. 
K. Kopp, Bill Ashmore, J. V. 
Campo, and W. E. Rasco won 
prizes.

In the third flight, E. P. 
Franzen, W. V. Woodward. 
R. S. Cox, Jean Williams (only 
female entry), F. T. Carlson, 
G. C. Anderson, and D. G. 
Cooper all from Chemical won 
prizes. Also. J. E. Gaskill of 
the Refinery was a winner in 
this flight.
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Dredge Operation Results m Movement 
Of 175,000 Cubic Yards oj Black Mud

Like to see some black, 
sticky, filthy mud?

Just take a trip down to the 
spoils area near Jones Lake by 
the Refinery Docks and look 
at the stuff that has been 
pumped off the bottom of the 
Refinery’s slip during recent 
dredging operations.

Some 175,000 cubic yards of 
silt was pumped off the bottom 
by Kingfisher Marine Service’s 
dredge Tyro. This 175,000 cu­
bic yards is roughly equivalent 
to the amount of dirt that 
would come out of a hole 170 
feet square and 170 feet deep.

The operation was designed 
to deepen the floor of the dock­
ing slip to 36 feet below mean 
low tide. Since this area aver­
ages about three feet of water 
above mean low tide, the slip 
will actually have from 39 to 
40 feet of water in it at its 
lowest level.

Roy D. Plaisance, Project 
Engineer on this job, pointed 
out that only silt was removed 
from the slip at this time. No 
virgin cuts were made into the 
clay under the silt, he said.

It became apparent that the 
slip needed to be cleaned out 
again when soundings indi­

cated water as shallow as 22.8 
feet existed in areas used by 
the large tankers. The slip was 
last dredged in 1953.

The Tyro sucked up the silt 
and water mixture from the 
floor of the slip 24 hours every 
day and pumped it through a 
snake-like, 12-inch discharge 
line into the spoils area. The 
flow from this small line was 
slow enough to allow most of 
the silt to settle out before the 
water flowed into the Ship 
Channel through a controlled 
spillway system.

Plaisance estimated that 
about three feet, nine inches 
of silt will be added to the en­
tire pond area. In order to 
handle the raising of the silt 
level in this area, the dikes 
were heightened and evened 
off to provide for two feet of 
water above the expected final 
silt level, plus two more feet 
of dike as a safety measure.

Shell’s slip fills up with silt 
at a relatively rapid rate, Plai­
sance explained, because the 
greater amount of activity in 
the channel proper keeps the 
water there so stirred up that 
the suspended material cannot 

settle out. High tides move a 
great deal of this silt-ladened 
water into the more tranquil 
slip, and the silt is then de­
posited before the tide moves 
out.

Stewart Aids 
E&P Program

R. A. Stewart of the Refin­
ery Research Lab is currently 
assisting officials at Shell’s Ex­
ploration and Production Lab 
by teaching a course in statis­
tics.

The instruction in statistics 
is part of a 12-week school 
being conducted for 15 reser­
voir engineers from through­
out the Shell organization and 
is concerned with the appli­
cation of statistics to engineer­
ing problems.

Stewart, who has an M.S. 
degree from V.P.I. in statistics, 
teaches two hours weekly. He 
taught a similar course at the 
University of Houston last se­
mester. A Research Physicist, 
he has been a Shell employee 
since Sept., 1956.

the Refinery's docking slip. The snake-like 
mud and water mixture to the Jones Lake

THE KINGFISHER Marine Service's dredge Tyro is seen in 
apparatus coming out the rear of the vessel is the discharge line which carries the 
spoils area.

action removing silt from
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Employees on ACS Committei
Aid School Chemistry Classes

Some 16 employees of the 
Chemical Plant and Refinery 
during the past few months 
have been helping to build 
good relations between high 
school chemistry classes and 
industry.

Working through the High 
School Visitation Committee of 
Southeast Texas Section of the 
American Chemical Society, 
these men visit various high 
schools in the Houston area to 
provide chemistry teachers 
and students with information 
about the field of chemistry, to 
give assistance when possible, 
and to help teachers and stu­
dents see the actual role chem­
istry plays in industry.

Each Shell employee has 
been maintaining contact with 
one, or more, chemistry class 
during the school year, provid­
ing the students with informa­
tion about the yearly examina­
tion conducted as part of the 
local section’s scholarship pro­
gram. Teachers are provided 
with information about the 
Shell Merit Fellowship pro­
gram under which science and 
mathematics teachers may re­
ceive summer scholarships to 
Stanford or Cornell Universi­
ties.

They are also given informa­
tion on the section’s speakers 
bureau. Each school is asked to 
name the outstanding chemis­
try student, to which the ACS 
Section presents a certificate 
each year. These men also 
make themselves available for 
assistance on technical aspects

Deer Park Group 
Elects Ed Watson

Ed Watson. Operator No. 1 
in the Refinery Lube Oils 
Dept., was recently named one 
of six charter board members 
of the newly formed Deer Park 
Chamber of Commerce.

CHANGE MOTOR OIL
Two-thirds of the nation’s 

motorists drive under condi­
tions (city and suburban) 
which call for a motor oil 
change every 1,000 miles. Yet, 
more than two-thirds of all 
cars on the road are driven 
1,800 miles between oil 
changes. Squeezing out those 
additional miles between oil 
changes increases oil and gas­
oline consumption and may 
lead to costly repair bills. 
Change at regular intervals 
with Shell X-100® Premium 
and you will save.

SHELL OIL COMPANY 
P. O. Box 2527 

Houston 1, Texas
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of class or individual proje 
during the year.

The Southeast Texas Sect 
has received praise from 
ACS national group for this 
sistance to the schools. J 
Lemerond of Chemical Pl; 
Research is serving as i 
trict chairman this year, a 
R. J. Clerc. Refinery Resean 
served as chairman last ve._____

Other Refinery personr .. n . 
taking part in this year’s act V U L 
ities are M. L. Andre. E. 
Carlson, W. R. Jameson.].! 
Martin. Jan Samson and S. 
Slaymaker, all of Resean - 
and R. G. Eveld and L. -* 
Reeves from the Refinery Li 
oratory.

Serving in this activity j 
Chemical Plant Research j 
ployees. in addition to Lei I 
rond. T. L. Keelen. S. H. Ei ■ 
J. D. Schuren. G. B. Carl ■ 
D. B. Weaver, and J. H. I m 
Rochelle.

Chevalier Daughtt^-4 
Is Named to Offit

Nealya Chevalier, daugb 
of Hilda Chevalier of the I HHII 
finery Treasury Dept., recfl ■ffl 
ly was named sales mana[ U ‘ - 
of the Junior Achievemi 
Company sponsored by I y *>*1 
Ethyl Corp.

Mrs. Chevalier’s husba 
Neal is employed by Eth 
The company manufactu ■|||| 
and sells address markers I ■Ml
home lawns. credit

ground
William Researchers

To ASTM Groups
Two Researchers were 

cently selected members 
committees of the Amer. L 
Society of Testing Materia- k2v vJ

M. J. O’Neal was naiut 
member of ASTM Con®L ii 
D-2, Research Division R c 
C. Simmons became a mei (^- 
of the sections on hqul qapes 
gas chromatography an 
asked to serve as chan- ^a* 
the latter section, ^^tachec 
formerly chairman o n Wep. 
mittee on mass spectronx

Change of Benefici«r7 65()d

If there has been - 
in your circumstan 
you named your r -p. 
Fund or Group Life I”*L>e 
beneficiary, you ma} 
change your desl^nchaI1^y 
you wish to make a . 
beneficiary, ask } ou 
visor how it can be I

—— ——^^linie ! 
r^^Sman ’
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