
Gay gadabouts
International destinations 

offer ample gay-friendly venues
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Police are looking for a 
suspect and an activist is 
looking for the gay 
community's help in solving 
the murder of Juan Manuel 
Miyar-Laris. The 38-year-old 
gay man was found stabbed 
to death in his Galleria-area 
apartment early Saturday 
morning.

Page 3

Ashland Street Theatre closes 
its doors and cancels 
production of 'Blue Boys,' 
starring Ryan Idol. 
Meanwhile, Theatre New 
West is still in operation, but 
the restaurant housing the 
theater—-Sonoma—is shut 
down while the building's 
owner explores options for 
the structure.
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Can't get away for a proper 
vacation? Take a day trip 
instead to Galveston, 
Brenham or many other 
nearby towns that offer the 
charm of a mini-getaway.
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Non-discrimination ordinance passes

With Houston Mayor Lee P. Brown looking on. City Councilwoman Annise Parker 
speaks following Wednesday's vote approving a non-discrimination ordinance that 
will protect gay city workers.
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Houston City Council approves 
measure to protect gay municipal 
employees in 10-4 vote
by KAY Y. DAYUS

With a resounding 10-4 vote, Houston City Council last 
Wednesday passed the anti-discrimination ordinance that 
outlaws discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, 
race, religion, age, gender or disability for the city of 
Houston's 23,000 employees.

Initially, Councilman Orlando Sanchez proposed an 
amendment to water down the ordinance by eliminating all 
protected classes and replacing them with a generic prohibi­
tion against discrimination. That proposal was defeated 9-5.

In a word, openly gay Councilwoman Annise Parker said 
she was "thrilled," by the overwhelming strength of the 
vote. "I have mixed emotions that in 2001 we are still debat­
ing whether gays, lesbians and the transgendered have 
fewer rights or the same rights as everyone else."

Parker said she had counted on eight votes in favor of the 
ordinance, but was happy to see that council members Carroll 
Robinson and Bert Keller also voted "yes" on the issue.

In praise of the ordinance, Mayor Lee P. Brown said at a 
press conference following the vote, "it's the right thing to do.

^Continued on Page 12

Faith-based bill splits gay House members
GOP's Kolbe joined 
Republicans in defeating 
effort to halt anti-gay 
language, while Frank 
wanted House to 'fix' 
problem
by LOU CHIBBARO JR.

WASHINGTON—Openly gay U.S. Rep. 
Jim Kolbe (R-Ariz.) joined all but four of his 
House Republican colleagues last week in 
voting against an effort to remove anti-gay 
language from the faith-based initiatives bill.

The language, part of a piece of legisla­
tion passed by the House on July 19, would 
allow religious charities to refuse to hire 
gay workers. It could affect gays wanting to 
work with charities that operate federally 
funded soup kitchens, AIDS treatment 
facilities, and other programs aimed at 
helping the poor.

The motion, introduced by Rep. John

Conyers (D-Mich.), lost in a 234-195 vote. 
Democrats voted for the motion by a mar­
gin of 190-17, with three Democrats not vot­
ing. Republicans voted 217-4 against the 
motion, with one Republican not voting.

The House then voted 233-198 to pass 
HR 7, the faith-based initiatives bill pro­
posed by President Bush, which contains 
the anti-gay language.

Texas Representatives from the Houston 
area were split on the vote by party lines. 
Democrats Sheila Jackson Lee, Ken Bentsen 
and Gene Green voted against the measure, 
while Republicans John Abney Culberson, 
Kevin Brady and Tom DeLay favored the bill.

Overall, 12 Republicans from Texas 
voted for the legislation and only Rep. Ron 
Paul of Surfside dissented. Sixteen 
Democrats from Texas voted against the bill 
with only one favorable vote cast by Rep. 
Ralph M. Hall of Rockwall.

In a statement released Monday, Kolbe 
acknowledged that the faith-based initia­
tives bill approved by the House would 
"pre-empt" state and local gay civil rights

^Continued on Page 12

Openly gay U.S. Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) 
called last week's failed effort to strip anti-gay 
language from the faith-based initiatives bill 
one of the most important recent gay civil 
rights votes in the House.
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Gay man stabbed to death in Galleria area
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Juan Manuel Miyar-Laris, an openly gay man, was found 
stabbed to death in his Galleria-area apartment on July 
21. Crime Stoppers is offering a $25,000 reward for clues 
in the case. Police believe Miyar-Laris may have known his 
killer.

Crime Stoppers offering reward, gay activist 
rallying for community's help to find murderer
by WENDY K. MOHON

As police search for a suspect in the brutal murder of a Houston gay man, a 
longtime activist is trying to incite the gay community to help find the killer.

Juan Manuel Miyar-Laris, 38, was stabbed to death in the early-morning 
hours of July 21. He had been socializing with friends in the Montrose gay bar 
district and was reportedly heading home sometime around 2 a.m., according to 
police.

Around 4:30 a.m., firefighters found Miyar-Laris's body in the living room of 
his apartment in the 1900 block of Post Oak Park in the Galleria area while 
responding to a neighbor's call reporting a fire in the apartment. Investigators 
theorize he collapsed while trying to flee the apartment.

"Based on the physical evidence on the body, he was terrified the last few moments 
of his life," said Sgt. Waymon Allen. "He was attempting to fight for his life and to get 
away."

A large kitchen knife recovered at the scene of the crime is believed to be the 
murder weapon, police said.

There was no sign of forced entry and nothing was missing from the apart­
ment, so police believe Miyar-Laris knew his killer and the crime was not a rob­
bery. Neighbors reported noises coming from the apartment, then heard a fire 
alarm sound.

Longtime gay activist Ray Hill, who organized rallies in the wake of the gay-bash­
ing death of Paul Broussard in 1991, said whether or not Miyar-Laris's murder is a hate 
crime, he hopes Houston's gay community will step forward to help police find the 
murder.

"At this point, it's way too soon to call it gay bashing," Hill said. "That does­
n't matter though. A gay person is dead and that warrants the time and energy 
of the gay community to work on solving this."

Police believe Miyar-Laris's 2001 Ford Expedition was taken by the suspect to 
flee the scene. The vehicle was found hours after the murder in the 700 block of 
Lawrence in the Heights area. It had been set on fire, but crime scene specialists 
found several fingerprints on the vehicle.

"They attempted to set fire to the truck and that didn't work any better than the
>- Continued on Page 13

CLASSIFIEDS . .24-25

Issue 1083

All material in Houston Voice is protected by 
federal copyright law and may not be repro­

duced without the written consent of Houston 
Voice. The sexual orientation of advertisers, 
photographers, writers and cartoonists pub­

lished herein is neither inferred or implied. The 
appearance of names or pictorial representa­
tion does not necessarily indicate the sexual 

orientation of that person or persons.

Houston Voice accepts unsolicited editorial 
material but cannot take responsibility for its 

return. The editor reserves the right to accept, 
reject or edit any submission.

All rights revert to authors upon 
publication. Guidelines for freelance 

contributors are available upon request.

Houston Voice
500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 200 

Houston, TX 77006 
713-529-8490

Redistricting plan divides gay neighborhoods
New boundaries pull 
gay-friendly legislators 
from Montrose
by ELLA TYLER

The Republican-controlled Texas 
Legislative Redistricting Board met 
Wednesday and adopted boundaries for 
Texas House and Senate districts designed 
to secure substantial Republican majorities 
in both chambers. The boundaries are to 
become effective for the elections in 2002.

Later in the day, a lawsuit was filed say­
ing that the new lines dilute minority voting 
strength and could not stand.

The new lines leave many gay-friendly 
legislators homeless. Democrats Debra 
Danburg and Scott Hochberg now reside in 
the same district as conservative Republican 
Kyle Janek. The new district is supposedly 
more than 60 percent Republican.

Danburg reports that Glenn Maxey of 
Austin, the state's only openly gay legislator, 
has been "paired" with two of his liberal col­
leagues, Elliot Naishtat and Ann Kitchen.

"Harryette Ehrhardt, from Dallas, who is 
very gay-friendly, has lost a lot of her base," 
Danburg said. "They split the gay commu­
nity up to silence its voice."

Danburg has represented Montrose and 
the Heights for 20 years. Her current district 
has been parceled out into four districts, she 
says. "The part east of Montrose Boulevard 
will go into Garnet Coleman's district and 
Jessica Farrar will get most of the Heights.

"The Gulfton area will be a new district 
without an incumbent. They also divided 
the Jewish neighborhoods Scott represents 
into three districts," she added.

district, which encouraged me because Paul 
and I attract the same voters.

"I grew up in River Oaks and the district 
includes the part of the Jewish community 
where my relatives live," she said. "Besides, 
people kept saying my current district was 
getting more Republican, but I won my last 
election by my biggest margin ever."

The Legislative Redistricting Board con­
sists of five state officials: the Lt. Governor,

They split the gay community up to silence its 
voice.

—Rep. Debra Danburg, D-Houston
The new dis­

trict Danburg 
lives in includes 
the western part 
of Montrose, 
River Oaks, the

House Speaker, Attorney General, 
Comptroller and Land Commissioner.

House Speaker Pete Laney is the only 
Democrat. Districts for the Texas House and 
Senate and U.S. House are generally drawn 
by the legislature but the Republican-domi-

Rice area, West University, and parts of 
Bellaire and the Braeswood area.

"I'm not applying for retirement yet. I'll

nated Senate refused to pass the plan 
approved by the Democratic-controlled 
House.

see what the courts do," Danburg said, 
adding she did not rule out a race in the 
new district. "When Scott and I looked at 
the numbers, we found out that Paul Hobby 
got more than 52 percent of the vote in the

Gov. Rick Perry, a Republican, refused to 
call a special session of the legislature for 
redistricting, so the Board took over. A suit 
over Congressional redistricting was 
already pending.
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Bienvenue Theatre

The love story with a twist

Music and Lyrics by Jerry Herman • Book by Harvey Fierstein 
Directed by Christian DeVries
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Opens Friday, August 3, 2001

Performances 8 p.m> Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 
2 p.m., Sundays

Reservations and Information: (713) 426-2626
/ Tickets are $25435

BIENVENUE THEATRE • 3422 Washington Avenue • Houston, TX 77007 
Located between Heights Blvd, and Yale, South of I-IO, North of Memorial
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MIAMI—A South Florida branch of the Boy Scouts of 
America has agreed to give up its $125,000 in public fund­
ing, stop recruiting at public schools, and develop a train­
ing program to help its leaders deal more sensitively with 
gay youth as part of an agreement with a gay civil rights 
group made last week, the Miami Herald reported. The 
agreement, one of the first of its kind nationally, came afl 
yearlong talks between the South Florida Council of Boy 
Scouts, Safeguarding American Values for Everyone 
(SAVE) Dade and United Way of Miami-Dade. "We don't 
need any more people in the community that want to fight 
with us, so I think there's certainly an advantage there," Jeff 
Hermann, an executive for the South Florida Council, told 
the Associated Press. Without making any concession to 
the national policy of excluding gays, the local Boy Scouts 
chapter said it will work with gay organizations to educate 
Scout leaders on ways to deal more sensitively with mem­
bers who identify themselves as gay, the South Florida Sun- 
Sentinel reported.

Kentucky Baptist Homes wins lawsuit in firing of lesbian
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)—A federal judge has dismissed a lawsuit filed on behalf of a les­

bian who was fired by the Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children because of her sexual ori­
entation. The ACLU filed the lawsuit in April 2000 on behalf of Alicia Pedreira, a social 
worker fired from the state-funded home Oct. 23,1998. The decision to fire her came aM 
officials at Baptist Homes saw a photograph of Pedreira and her partner taken at tn? 
Kentucky State Fair. Baptist Homes has a policy that prohibits the hiring of gay employees. 
The lawsuit said that policy amounts to religious discrimination. "While Baptist Homes 
seeks to employ only persons who adhere to a behavioral code consistent with its religious 
mission, the absence of religious requirements leaves their focus on behavior, not religion," 
U.S. District Judge Charles Simpson III wrote in his decision, issued Monday. "This is an 
action brought under statutes that protect the religious freedom of individuals in the work­
place. However, there are no facts alleged which support this contention." The ACLU said 
it may appeal; Baptist Home officials said they were relieved by the judge's decision.

Boy Scouts, gay civil rights group reach accord in Miami-Dade

Anchorage, Alaska Mayor 
George Wuerch removed a Gay 
Pride exhibit from the city's 
public library June 5 after he 
said it was disruptive.

Gay Pride exhibit back up in Anchorage library
ANCHORAGE, Alaska—A Gay Pride exhibit that was taken down by the city's mayor 

was returned July 12 to the Z.J. Loussac Public Library, as ordered by a federal judge, and 
the city also agreed to pay $10,000 of the exhibitors' attorney's fees, the Anchorage Daily 
News reported. The Alaska Civil Liberties Union sued the city in June on behalf of organ­
izers of the exhibit after Anchorage Mayor George Wuerch removed the exhibit, saying it 
was promotional, disruptive, and was interactive, since elevators in the exhibit appeared as 
closets that library patrons walked into and came out of. The suit said the city violated fr^| 
dom of speech. U.S. District Judge James Singleton said exhibitors had showed a likelihoW 
of success of their claims and the city should pay their attorney's fees, the judge added. The 
order is a preliminary injunction that lasts until Oct. 15 or until a trial can be held.

Indiana college will stage controversial play 'Corpus Christi'
FORT WAYNE, Ind. (AP)—A federal judge ruled last Friday that a state university can 

stage performances of a controversial play that portrays Jesus Christ as a hard-drinking gay 
man. A group of local residents and state lawmakers had filed a lawsuit seeking to prohib­
it Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne from staging Terrence McNally's 
Corpus Christi at a university theater. They argued that taxpayer money should not be 
used to help subsidize the production because it attacks religion. In denying a preliminary 
injunction. Judge William C. Lee ruled the plaintiffs had not demonstrated how the pro­
duction would violate the establishment clause of the U.S. Constitution requiring separa­
tion of church and state. Lee ruled the campus was not taking a position on religion by stag­
ing the play. He said the campus has allowed the theater in question to be used as a public 
forum in the past and that it was not involved in the selection of the play. The play is 

scheduled to open Aug. 10.

Denver ponders adding transgender to city's bias policy
DENVER (AP)—City officials want to broaden Denver's anti-discrimination law to 

include transgender people. Should the proposal be approved, transgendered residents 
would be able to sue if the city cannot resolve discrimination complaints. The new proposal 
would round out the anti-discrimination law, giving Denver the most complete protection 
in Colorado, said Philip Hernandez, the executive director of the Denver Human Rights & 
Community Relations Agency. The city s existing ordinance protects citizens from discrim­
ination in housing, employment, and other areas on the basis of race, religion, age, disabil­
ity, or sexual orientation. People who believe they have been victims of discrimination can 

---------  - ----- -------- a complaint, which the city will try to settle 
KSW3BT7 naiA,c visit with mediation. The City Council will hold a pub- 
HS MSfioliC hearin8 Aug. 23.
RSgejM  —From staff and wire reports
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Beware of: 
Treatment 
centers and 
programs that 
exploit the gay 
community.

i

V Is your 
Treatment Center 
dedicated to the 
Gay Community 
and supportive 
of our causes?

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY, 
ALCOHOL, DRUGS

HOUSTON ▼ PHILADELPHIA 
DENVER ▼ LOS ANGELES

Call Today: 
1-8OO-DIAL-GAY 

(1-800-342-5429) 
www.alternativesinc.com

ALTERNATIVES is the nation's only GAY OWNED 
OPERATED alcohol, drug and mental health pr 
leadership has provided over 25 years of pride|| 
the Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and Transgender Cc

p
ALTERNATIVES specializes in treating HIV/AI 
and loss. Our HIV specialists are available to ad 
all medical concerns. Medicare & most insuran 
accepted. UCAHO Accredited

h - lili ftlMI
ALTERNATIVES Tips on Choosing
Gay Treatment
Ask:
▼ Are you in a safe & secure Gay 

Owned and Operated facility?
i ' ■' < Bf. ■ ■■:. 1® N

V Will you be treated in a 
Dedicated Gay Unit?

▼ Will you be cared for
by experienced Gay
Professionals and
Gay Support Staff?
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Shooter at Virginia gay bar gets four life terms
Judge sentences Ronald Gay for shooting in Roanoke 
bar last September that killed one, injured three
by RHONDA SMITH

ROANOKE, Va.—A judge on Monday sen­
tenced the 55-year-old Vietnam veteran 
charged with fatally shooting one man and 
injuring six others in a gay bar in Roanoke, Va., 
last September to four life prison sentences.

A Virginia law will make Ronald E. Gay eli­
gible for parole at age 65. But Dan Caldwell, the 
commonwealth attorney for the city of Roanoke 
and the prosecutor for the case, said he does not 
believe the killer will ever be set free.

"In my opinion, it would be highly 
unlikely that Mr. Gay will ever be paroled 
given what he did," Caldwell said.

Last Sept. 22, Gay walked into the 
Backstreet Cafe, a small gay bar in Roanoke, 
ordered a beer and then fired repeatedly 
into the Friday-night crowd.

Bar patron Danny Overstreet, a 43-year-old 
telephone operator, died from a chest wound. 
Linda Conyers, Iris Page Webb, Kathy 
Caldwell, John Collins, Susan Smith and Joel 
Tucker were wounded, but survived.

Gay told police he was upset because of 
jokes people made over the years about his last 
name. He also said he was angry that three of 
his sons had chosen to change their surname.

The Associated Press reported this week 
that Gay also told authorities he had 
become obsessed with fulfilling "four mis­

sions." They were: "To stop corruption, to 
stop communism, to bring all Vietnam vets 
'out of the mountains,' and to make all gay 
people move to San Francisco, which he 
thought would stop the spread of AIDS."

Circuit Judge Clifford Weckstein sen­
tenced Gay on July 23 to life in prison for the 
first-degree murder of Overstreet. Gay also 
received life sentences for maliciously 
wounding Conyers, Webb and Caldwell.

Sam Garrison, an openly gay lawyer in 
Roanoke, said "justice was done."

"He got a very severe sentence and I cer­
tainly can't say I think that it was too light, 
in view of the evidence," he said. "If I were 
still the commonwealth's attorney and had 
handled this case, there's nothing I would 
have done differently."

In May, Gay pleaded guilty to one mur­
der charge, three aggravated malicious 
wounding charges, and three malicious 
wounding charges. Caldwell said the prose­
cution dropped associated violence charges 
related to the other seven charges in 
exchange for Gay's guilty plea.

Before being sentenced this week, Gay 
told Weckstein it would take months to 
explain the shooting.

"I have a lot of things running through 
my head," he said.

Defense attorney Roger Dalton said Gay

X
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heard voices telling him to kill gay people. 
Gay also previously described himself in a 
letter to the Roanoke Times as a "Christian 
soldier working for my Lord."

The AP reported that Veterans Affairs 
doctors diagnosed Gay with post-traumatic 
stress disorder. The AP also reported Gay 
was divorced six times and became and 
alcoholic and drug abuser.

As far back as 1986, Gay expressed 
thoughts of violence toward gay people, 
according to court testimony, and believed 
they were trying to destroy society with AIDS.

"When you examined the facts of the case, 
it was clear [the shooting] was not an irre­
sistible impulse because Mr. Gay got a gun, 
asked for directions [to a gay bar], and articu­

lated his intent to kill people," Caldwell said.
The AP reported that Dalton, Gay's 

lawyer, argued: "Is this an evil person, or is 
this a sick person?"

Rev. Catherine Houchins, pastor 
Metropolitan Community Church of the Blue 
Ridge in Roanoke, a city with about 95,000 resi­
dents, said she was relieved that the case is over.

"I think it offers a chance for the com­
munity to now move on—but not forget by 
any means," she said. "And I think this sen­
tence is such that it will keep Mr. Gay off the 
street for the rest of his life."

Caldwell said that within the next 60 to 
90 days Gay most likely would be trans­
ferred from the Roanoke city jail to a penal 
facility reserved for older prisoners.

Like Houchins, Garrison said it would 
take some time before Roanoke, a city that sits 
at the foot of Virginia's Blue Ridge 
Mountains, fully recovers from the shooting.

"For everybody in the open, active gay con^| 
munity, our sense of security is probably peiW • 
manently diminished," he said. "On the other 
hand, the shooting made a lot straight people 
understand better than they ever did that 
there's a real problem there in terms of how 
some people's attitudes can lead to violence."

Garrison also noted that, with approval 
from the mayor and Roanoke City Council, 
the city manager _ quietly amended 
Roanoke's city personnel policies in 
December to prohibit employment discrim­
ination based on sexual orientation.

ACCESS PROGRAM FOR PATIENTS WITH HIV INFECTION

CRITERIA OF THE EXPANDED ACCESS PROGRAM FOR

TENOFOVIR DF (disoproxil fumarate)

Gilead Sciences has opened an Expanded Access Program for 

TENOFOVIR DF, an investigational reverse transcriptase 

inhibitor, dosed as a single tablet once daily. TENOFOVIR DF is 

being evaluated in combination with other agents in clinical 

studies for the treatment of HIV.

ENTRY CRITERIA
The TENOFOVIR DF Expanded Access Program is now available 

for adult patients who have failed HAART (highly active 

antiretroviral therapy), have limited treatment options, and in 

the opinion of the treating physician, require TENOFOVIR DF to 

construct a viable combination of antiretroviral agents.

For more information on how to enroll, please contact your 

physician, your local AIDS community-based organization, or 

the district public health office. If your physician would like to 

------------------------- participate in the program, he/she can call 1-800-445-3235 or 

visit the Gilead Sciences website at www.gilead.com.
GILEAD
SCIENCES

the greator houston glbt chamber of commeree Call . 713.523.7576

All booths at Empower 2001 are in high visibility/high traffic areas. 
Primo locations are going fast; allotments are reserved on a first come, first 
served basis. October 14,2001, George R. Brown Convention Center

k a booth
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Want to Quit Smoking?

Project CASSI
FREE NICOTINE PATCHES AND 
USE OF COMPUTER!
Stop-smoking research study uses hand-held
computer and nicotine patches.

EARN $$$ FOR 
PARTICIPATING!

MD ANDERSON 
CANCER CENTER 
Making Cancer History*

713-792-2265

ImagineLimited

Seating.

Register

Soon !

713-527’0000

1006 Missouri St.

Psychotherapist
' Counseling

Consultation

Workshops 
Now A vailable!

Tony Carroll,
LMSW-ACP

Gay and 
Lesbian Couples 

$155 per couple

Understanding and Improving 
Love Relationships

Most couples leave this workshop 
with better communication skills, 
reduced frustration and blame, 
specific plans for increasing 
happiness, greater compassion for 
themselves and their partners, 
increased certainty about their 
relationship, tools for shaping a 
happier future, and improved ways 
for working through the hot spots.

September 29/30

Single Gay Men
$120 per person

In this workshop learn about 
being attracted to more 
appropriate partners, eliminating 
incompatible people faster, 
identifying and overcoming what 
has kept you single, using the 
natural progression of relation­
ships to predict the outcome, 
exploring new places and ways for 
meeting people, getting overgoing 
after the difficult ones, improving 
your dating skills, and finding and 
maintaining lasting, loving, 
relationships.

September 8/9

Tony Carroll, lmsw-acp
Counseling, Psychotherapy, Workshops for Individuals and Couples

• . .

\ For more information or a free brochure, call or visit our web site;

Houston, TX 77006

■
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, JCAHO Accredited

▼ PRIDE
INSTITUTE Alcohol 

Sex A

When you have 
issues to deal with, 

( being gay shouldn’t 
be one of them.
If you’re struggling with addiction o 
depression, you need a treatment 
center where you can 
be yourself....

sidential.

JI ■■■ ...

FT. LAUDERDALE CHICAGO MINNEAPOLIS
NEW YORK NEW JERSEY DALLAS

Regina
Ray

Gladys

Rob

I 713.661.7700
Business Insurance ▼ Workers Compensation 
Group Health ▼ Life Insurance & much more

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 Bellaire, TX 77401
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Southern
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New Orleans Alliance of 
Pride

Crystal Little, co-chair
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Decadence and other New Orleans com­
munity events. And when a drag queen 
columnist for Eclipse named Clara Voyan^. 
took tongue-in-cheek pot shots * 
Southern Decadence a few years back, 
Ambush helped organize a campaign to 
dump the magazine into the streets. 
That's the kind of intolerant behavior we 
expect from the religious right, not from 
one another.

And it doesn't stop there. Ever since 
former Impact Publisher Kyle Scafide had 
the temerity to launch Eclipse magazine 
in 1996, Naquin-Delain has demanded 
that his advertisers be exclusive as well. 
Gay bar owners in the French Quarter 
and beyond have been told that if they 
advertise in Eclipse, they will be refused 
advertising space in Ambush.

This isn't about the financial health of 
Ambush, either. Even bars that pledged to 
stay faithful as Ambush advertisers ha\4® 
been warned they would be dropped 
from the publication if they also adver­
tised in Eclipse. A few larger bars have 
defied Naquin-Delain, but many smaller 
bars can't afford to incur his wrath.

Rivalry and competition among gay 
publications is usually a healthy thing; it 
encourages a higher level of quality, a 
greater commitment to meeting the 
needs of the community, and even better 
prices for advertisers. But cutthroat tac-

such a threat, and shame on Pride organ­
izers for caving into it. Southern Voice and 
Eclipse have never and would never 
demand that a media sponsorship be 
exclusive, especially for a gay communi­
ty event, and especially for Pride.

Is this any way to show Pride in New 
Orleans?

The New Orleans Pride Festival has 
never approached the popularity of the 
city's other gay meg»-events like Mardi 
Gras, Southern Decadence and 
Halloween, even among locals. Since 
Cleveland's untimely death last year, 
organizers have struggled to put on a 
successful event. If ever there was a time 
for Pride organizers to accept multiple 
media sponsorships and get the word out 
to the largest audience possible, it's now.

Instead, Little has pointed out that 
other Pride sponsors, like Miller Brewing 
Co., demand their sponsorships be exclu­
sive of their competitors. That tells us 
more about Miller Brewing's motivations 
than it does about whether exclusivity is 
good for New Orleans Pride. And at least 
Miller is putting up cold, hard cash for its 
exclusivity. Media sponsors like Ambush 
and Southern Voice are turning over free 
advertising space, which is not the same 
thing as making a monetary donation.

Not surprisingly, Naquin-Delain 
refused to talk to a Southern Voice

tics like those employed by Ambush are 
anti-competitive and have no business in 
the marketplace, much less within the 
gay community. 4

However Ambush chooses to treat its 
advertisers, community event organizers 
like those at the Alliance of Pride have a 
responsibility to act in the best interest of 
the entire gay community, not just one 
segment of it and certainly not in favor of 
a single business owner with a Bill Gates' 
fetish.

There's still time for Ambush to lower 
the sword of Damocles it is now holding 
over the New Orleans Alliance of Pride. 
But if Naquin-Delain refuses to do the 
right thing, then Pride organizers need to 
rethink their divisive, wrong-headed 
stance.

With strong-arm tactics that would make the Mafia blush, 
Ambush magazine takes the 'unity' out of 'community.'

reporter about the sponsorship deal, but 
Ambush has claimed in print that its 
sponsorship package is worth thousands 
more than that offered by Southern Voice 
and Eclipse. But all but about 7 percent of 
that purported "value" is from blinking 
banners offered by Ambush on some 35 
gay-themed Web sites.

Ambush has long exaggerated the 
audience for those sites, which are not 
even listed on any legitimate Internet 
tracking system, and has no doubt 
offered little proof that anyone else is 
paying the rates it claims the banner ads 
are worth.

But even assuming that Ambush Web 
banners are worth their blinks in gold, an 
exclusive media sponsorship makes no 
sense for New Orleans Pride. If organiz­
ers believed the bid from Southern Voice 
and Eclipse, which also included free Web 
banners, was inferior, then they could 
have awarded Ambush a higher level of 
sponsorship. That's how every other gay 
community event handles things.

A gay community Ambushed
It's high time that New Orleans' gay 

community learned a little more about 
the abusive business practices employed 
at Ambush that are antithetical to a "com­
munity" publication.

Ambush also demands 
media sponsorship of

EDITORIAL

Pride gets Ambush-ed in New Orleans
by CHRIS CRAIN

Every gay community has its cliques 
and its rivalries, and the community in 
New Orleans is no exception. But once a 
year, at gay communities across the coun­
try, the annual Pride festivities are an 
opportunity to celebrate what unites us, 
not what divides us.

That's what makes the decision by 
Pride organizers in New Orleans to 
award an exclusive gay media sponsor­
ship to one of the city's three gay publi­
cations so difficult to understand.

The goal of a media sponsorship is to 
get out the word about New Orleans 
Pride to the largest possible number of 
people. But the New Orleans Alliance of 
Pride, which organizes the festival, 
turned down flat an’offer from this pub­
lication's sister paper Southern Voice and 
our Eclipse magazine, to run free adver­
tisements about the event.

Instead, organizers awarded an 
"exclusive media sponsorship" to 
Ambush, a biweekly gay tabloid that is 
distributed in New Orleans, along the 
Gulf Coast, and in Austin. Ambush, which 
is owned and operated by Rip and 
Marsha Naquin-Delain, also manages a 
number of gay-themed Web sites.

It's not the first time New Orleans 
Pride organizers have cut an exclusive 
deal with Ambush. One year after the par­
ent company of this newspaper pur­
chased New Orleans' Impact News and 
Eclipse, Pride organizers said they would 
accept a sponsorship bid from the two 
publications.

But the late Sonny Cleveland, who 
had been running the festival, was also 
an employee of Ambush at the time and 
warned Impact and Eclipse that Rip 
Naquin-Delain would insist on exclusivi­
ty for Ambush or the publication would 
not participate at all as a sponsor.

Whether pressured by his boss or by 
Ambush's strong-arm tactics, Cleveland 
and other Pride organizers that year 
awarded an exclusive sponsorship to 
Ambush, a cozy deal that passed up 
dozens of free advertisements that would 
have reached gays in Atlanta, across the 
South, and throughout Texas.

It is difficult to know whether "the fix 
is in" again this year in New Orleans, but 
circumstances suggest a similar deal got 
cut behind closed doors, and against the 
clear best interest of New Orleans gay 
community.

Alliance of Pride Co-Chair Crystal 
Little told representatives of Southern 
Voice and Eclipse as late as June 21 that 
the committee had not yet met to consid­
er sponsorship proposals. But the issue of

■ Ambush already on the streets that week 
announced the publication had been 
awarded an exclusive media sponsor­
ship.

If this year's Ambush sponsorship was 
again . the result of Naquin-Delain's 
strong-arm demand of exclusivity or 
nothing, then shame on him for making
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VIEWPOINT

Travel rules for the wandering homosexual, et al
RICH ARENSCHIELDT ... . j Hi updating the Stonehenge-style bedding. We

MW w would have been more comfortable in one
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Rich Arenschieldt’is a freelance writer and is 
recovering nicely from that "blood in the urine" 
ailment. Feel free to book your stay at his place.
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things are gay.not

camp

of the royal tombs. As our stay lengthened, 
the resulting lack of sleep made us each 
exponentially more "morning puffy."

On the last day, I resembled blowfish that 
had been stung by a hoard of bumblebees. I 
was not feeling totally fresh either. Our 
budget hotel bath was so small I could only 
clean half of myself on any given day. With 
no shower, I had to put my head underwater 
by grasping the back of my knees and hold­
ing my breath, something I am utterly unac­
customed to doing. We were not amused.

One important thing is often overkok^d: 
Travel is full of trade-offs. You feel compelled' to 
see everything. We approached sightseeing as 
though the crown jewels would soon be bought 
by Bill Gates, never to be-seen again. Four peo­
ple who do nothing but eat and look at com­
puters all day now think they can compete in 10 
hours of Olympic-level speed walking.

Thank God for that delicious combina­
tion of codeine, Tylenol and alcohol!

We did get to do some cool stuff. We 
crawled around the top of Westminster 
Abbey in 1000-year-old dust. We also 
enjoyed a leisurely gourmet breakfast at a 
charming country inn. The meal was so 
leisurely that we missed our flight back to 
Houston and as a result, had to stay awake 
for 32 hours.

England followed us home. On the trip 
back, we thought, "What is that awful 
smell?" It was us—impersonating aged 
Stilton cheeses.

Don't forget the cardinal rule—traveling 
with friends requires constant sensitivity to 
their needs. Maybe next time I'll stay home.

I THOUGHT Tu5T 
PEOPLE COULD 
BE GAY, NOT 
THINGS

dred dollars in lodging in exchange for 
some stale chocolates that your ex­
boyfriend gave you last Valentines Day. 
"Re-gifting..." a fine art.

After mooching off your host (your 
mother's cousin's dog groomer) you can 
always reciprocate. Exclaim with sincerity, 
"Oh, Herman and I would LOVE to have 
you come to Houston!" Don't worry, you're 
safe; everyone knows nobody visits here. If 
by chance they do want to see our town, 
just tell them, "Sorry, I've got blood in my 
urine and have to be quarantined." People 
usually don't require additional details.

If for some reason you must pay for 
accommodation, caveat emptor. Our hotel 
brochure pic must have been taken at "The 
Ritz" and inadvertently wrongly trans­
ferred. Judging by their attitude, the hotel 
staff was apparently still angry at the 
English-speaking world for some turn of 
the century colonial exploitation.

Apparently, the employees were more 
adept at stealing our possessions than 

UllCH 1HATHET6SO- 
5EXVA- of

50, WKBUTt/

Cary, Janeen, Stephen and Rich pause during a marathon sight-seeing excursion through London.

find any transport whatsoever. This was 
not a "group hug" inspiring event. We sur­
vived, which brings me to the most impor­
tant point—travel with people you like.

Wanderlust will test your friendships to 
be sure. You'll learn all kinds of new and 
uninteresting things about people you 
spend every moment with.

One of the most telling events was when we 
decided to buy Janeen a caricature drawn by 
some starving artist. Unfortunately, none of us 
realized that this type of portraiture accentu­
ates one's already peculiar features. In this case, 
Janeen's plump proboscis qualifies. She saw 
her finished portrait (complete with aircraft 
carrier-sized nasal cavity) and spent the next 
hour watering nearby plants via hysterical sob­
bing that reverberated throughout one of 
Europe's most elegant museums. Who knew?

In addition to knowing your compan­
ions, it's advisable to go to a city where you 
know someone. This way they can show 
you the local sights, let you see things "off 
the beaten path," and save you several hun­

V/E.U-, THAT PEPENPy Wt> ............ ..
VbU MEAN HIS BOAT f lTi w 
3EEEF AND BEAimFUL 
at-ty?

It's August... everyone knows what that 
means. People flee this concrete city like the 
Bush twins running from an Austin Police 
Department cruiser on 6th Street. Lately, it's 
been so hot, the phrase "clambake" has 
new meaning in the lesbian community.

Obviously, we have to vacate. This is one 
of the reasons that straight folks are so jealous 
of us. While they are at trapped at home with 
children who have spent all summer finding 
internal storage compartments for pellets 
from the inside of a beanie baby that was 
inadvertently impaled on the lawnmower, 
we are headed somewhere, anywhere else.

In pondering what to do, where to go, 
and who to go with, I paused to reminisce 

^kout my recent trip with a 50 percent 
n^eer quartet earlier this year. My best 
friend and I teamed up with our fave mar­
ried couple, Stephen (aka "Silent Bob"), and 
his wife, Janeen (aka "middle child" who 
was ignored far too much early in life).

We decided to go on a midwinter 
sojourn to merry old England—ah, the U.K. 
in February! The flowers (dead), the people 
(pale enough to be dead), and the history 
(about pale people who are dead). Who 
could ask for anything more?

We attempted some pre-trip planning, but 
these sessions just degenerated into exploring 
the latest red wine and various "smells like 
your great aunt's feet" cheeses. Besides, I had 
been to London before and figured that we 
could improvise. I would lead my charges 
gayly around the city. Stephen, the lone het­
erosexual male, was mildly concerned.

We didn't worry too much about the 
^weather, but perhaps we should have. A 
wftvel low point: being lost in London (with 

me as the sure-footed guide) at 1 a.m. in a 
freezing torrential downpour, unable to

HAH.' Nd.'
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my bcat;
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"qpoWunquote"
compiled by REX WOCKNER and STAFF REPORTS

"I was out with a bunch of girlfriends. 'Popular' ha^| 

literally wrapped for the season—and the series, for 
that matter—the night before. I had been avoiding gay 
bars the entire time I was working so all of a sudden I 
was like, 'Let's go out! C'mon, girls, I don't care who 
sees me!' So we were sitting at this table and there she 
was. So up until then, I'd been living in a virtual tunnel

Michaels, Etheridge for the past 10 years. I mean, I knew who she was, but 
I wasn't super aware. I mean, I'm not a celebrity stalker or anything."

—Actress Tammy Lynn Michaels from TV's "Popular" on meeting her new girl­
friend, rocker Melissa Etheridge, to mightybigtv.com, July 14

. r

A a

"If one has to sum up [my breakup with Julie Cypher], you could say, 
'Okay, [Julie's] just not gay.' I believe it's much, much more than that. 
She also fell out of love with me, personally. ... In my family, divorce is 
failure. But I know now that u timately it was me taking care of 
myself, doing the best for myself and it's not a failure." g

—Lesbian rocker Melissa Etheridge to L.A.'s Lesbian News, July issuf

"We need to elect a lot of liberal Democrats! Work real hard to elect 
them to Congress in 2002! AIDS needs to be up there with or above every 
human concern the government deals with, which certainly isn't going to 
happen with the piddling amount of money Bush assigned to it!"

—Bisexual syndicated gossip columnist Liz Smith to the AIDS magazine A&U, July issue

"The great thing about Eminem is he's so 
interested in homosexuality. 'Stan' is a gay 
love song. We've actually written a song for 
our next album called 'The Night I Fell in 
Love' that's written from the point of view 

of an 18-year-old boy who goes to an 
Eminem concert and meets him backstage 
and ends up going to bed-with him."

—NeiHennant of the Pet Shop Boys to Atlanta's Etcetera magazine, July 6

Tennant, Eminem

"It's been my experience that most gay and lesbian people across th^ 
country, even some of the most politically astute and interested of us, fee® 

depressingly detached, sometimes hopelessly so, from the national organ­
izations in charge of our movement. In short, few of us feel the national 
organizations are even the tiniest bit relevant to our lives. Certainly NGLTF 
isn't the only organization suffering from this kind of disconnect. But it's 
fair to say that in recent years NGLTF has suffered from the problem more 
than other large national gay and lesbian groups."

—Syndicated columnist Mubarak Dahir in a July filing

"I made a list one time for the AIDS Quilt. I had 20 names on the list, 
and that was 10 years ago. And those aren't just acquaintances or peo­
ple that I used to know. These are like my agents, a cousin, hairdressers 
and directors. I've lost track now."

—Actress Lucie Arnaz to the AIDS magazine A&U, July issue

"Who isn't sick of seeing some movie about twentysomething white 
kids in a gay ghetto? Enough of that." 1

—Thomas Bezucha, director of the gay-themed film "Big Eden," to the New
York Blade News, July 13

Patricia Ireland

"Today, [outgoing National Organization for Women 
President Patricia] Ireland says her [heterosexual] marriage is 
still strong, but the D.C.-based [gay] relationship is over. It 
ended approximately three to four years ago, though the 
two women are still friends and share joint custody of two 
cats. They meet once a week or so to hand off the felines. The 
other woman is now in another relationship, Ireland says, 
and is living with and raising a child with her new partner. "

—Washington Post, July 19
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health news
Condom use may not prevent spread of STDs, fed report says

WASHINGTON—A National Institutes of Health report released July 20 shows that 
(hex condoms can reduce the spread of HIV and gonorrhea, but there is not enough 
^idence to say for certain that condoms protect against other sexually transmitted 
diseases, the Washington Post reported. The report said researchers could not draw 
conclusions about the adequacy of condoms in reducing the risk of disease "other than 
HIV transmission in men and women, and gonorrhea in men." AIDS activists had dis­
tributed the report July 19, contending that the Bush administration would use it to 
promote an abstinence-only agenda, the Associated Press reported. An estimated 12 
million Americans become infected with STDs annually, according to the surgeon gen­
eral, the Post reported. The activists argue that abstinence warnings are not as effec­
tive in preventing sexually transmitted diseases as encouraging the use of barrier con­
traceptives such as condoms, according to AP.

Drug-resistant HIV in newly infected patients on the rise
NEW YORK—A number of recent studies show that drug-resistant HIV is the cause 

of a rising number of new HIV infections worldwide, according to Medscape.com, a 
medical information Web site. Figures from seven surveys of four European countries, 
Quebec, nine North American cities, and Madrid show that drug-resistant HIV causes 
up to one quarter of all new infections. Studies show that in Switzerland 5 percent of 

new HIV infections are caused by the drug-resistant virus, compared with 10 per- 
Wnt in France, 13 percent in Germany, and 14 percent in the United Kingdom. A study 
of new HIV cases in nine North American cities showed that drug-resistant HIV 
caused 16.5 percent of infections. In Quebec, 21 percent of all new HIV cases were 
caused by the virus, while 26-percent of the cases in Madrid were linked to resistant 
HIV, according to the studies. The drug-resistant HIV responsible for the new infec­
tions was shown to be resistant to at least one standard anti-HIV drug, the most com­
mon being AZT. Researchers estimate that of all new HIV infections linked to drug­
resistant virus, more than one third are caused by HIV that is resistant to more than 
one medication.

Company files for approval of 20-minute HIV test under study
BETHLEHEM, Pa.—OraSure Technologies last week filed with the U.S. Food & Drug 

Administration for pre-market approval of its HIV test that is capable of detecting HIV 
antibodies in just 20 minutes, Business Wire reported. The test, called OraQuick, can use oral 
fluids, whole blood, blood serum or plasma samples to scan for HIV antibodies. Orasure 
filed a pre-market application for the serum and whole-blood applications only; the com­
pany plans to file for plasma and oral fluid applications in the fourth quarter of 2001. 
"Critical decisions about treatment depend on the availability of accurate, immediate HIV 
test results, and we expect OraQuick to fill that need," said OraSure CEO Robert D. 
Thompson. The drug is undergoing clinical trials in the U.S.

Campaign launched to slow meningitis among Toronto gays
TORONTO, Canada—Public health officials in Toronto confirmed last week that five 

cases of meningitis have been reported among gay and bisexual men over the last two 
months, killing two, Gay.com reported. The city has seen 22 cases of the disease since 
January, up from last year's rate of 16 for the same period, according to the Toronto Sun. 
Robert Trow, program coordinator with the Hassle Free Clinic in Toronto, said this is the 
first time there has been a noted increase of meningitis among gay men. Toronto Public 
Health is seeking the assistance of the Ontario health ministry to provide vaccines to com­
bat the spread of the disease. A campaign to inform gays of the increased risks and promote 
precautionary measures has been launched through posters and other advertising, the Sun 
reported. Meningitis is an infection causing inflammation of the membranes covering the 
brain and spinal cord and can be caused either by a virus or bacteria. Although the initial 
symptoms of viral and bacterial meningitis are similar, the viral version is less serious and 
symptoms usually disappear within two weeks. The bacterial version requires immediate 
attention and can be life-threatening. Meningitis is spread through saliva, usually by kiss­
ing or sharing food, drinks, cigarettes or any sexual acts involving saliva contact.

Arug breaks are harmful to HIV treatment, AIDS experts say
P CHICAGO—A group of about 50 AIDS treatment experts said that structured HIV treat­
ment interruptions—stopping drug therapy for brief periods of time—do not work, 
ABCNews.com reported. The announcement came July 18 at the 2001 Sessions of the 
International Association of Physicians in AIDS Care. Studies show that the so-called drug 
holidays have poor results and often make the health of those requiring the HIV medica­
tions worse, said Renslow Steerer of Cook County Hospital in Chicago. "People have got­
ten sick again. There have even been some deaths," he said. Treatment interruptions have 
gained the attention of many HIV-positive people hoping to reduce the debilitating side 
effects of chronic nausea and diarrhea. But the treatment experts, while advocating further 

______ studies into the effects of treatment interruption, 
. .. warn that study evidence to date shows that the 

SmhoustolwoiSom drug breaks are more harmful than helPfuL 
fjjggjgew__________________________________________________ —rrom staff ana wire reports
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HFFV still soliciting signatures for anti-gay referendum
I think we'll win at the ballot. The world has^Continued from Page 1

The Constitution guarantees that we all have 
the same opportunities, the same rights."

Three years ago, Brown issued a similar 
executive order, but it was challenged by 
Councilman Rob Todd and tied up in court 
until recently when the Texas Supreme 
Court upheld Brown's order, opening the 
door for the ordinance.

Republican Councilman Mark 
Goldberg, whose district includes the 
Montrose, the city's largest gay neighbor­
hood, was the only member absent for the 
vote. Parker said he was supposedly out of 
town. However, she added, "There was 
some speculation about where he was."

Parker said she kept relatively quiet 
during the debate over the ordinance 
because she has already said so much in the 
past. However, she said that Councilman 
Jew Don Boney gave "an outstanding 
speech" in favor of the ordinance. She also 
praised Councilman Gabriel Vasquez for 
his support at the council meeting.

After the meeting, Vasquez said that pass­
ing the ordinance, "was the right thing to do. 
It was a long time coming and a significant 
step forward for the city of Houston."

Grant Martin, Parker's campaign manag­
er, said, "I was very proud of my council 
member, Annise Parker, my LGBT communi­
ty, and our allies today as City Council passed 
a nondiscrimination ordinance that includes 
sexual orientation and gender identity."

Earlier this year, Brown proposed offer­

ing benefits to same-sex city employees but 
in the face of opposition withdrew the pro­
posal and instead pursued the non-discrim­
ination ordinance.

Both the mayor and Parker noted that 
domestic partner benefits is a separate issue 
that will still be pursued.

"The two are not tied together. That is 
another battle for another day...hopefully 
before I leave office," Parker said. She is up 
for re-election to her last term in November 
and, if victorious, would leave office in 
December 2003.

However, Dave Wilson and the conser­
vative group he spearheads, Houstonians 
for Family Values, are challenging the 
same-sex benefits issue. Although Wilson 
said he is not against the anti-discrimina­
tion ordinance, he has said many times that 
he is against allowing privileges for domes­
tic couples extended to domestic partners 
of the homosexual community.

"Homosexuals should not have the 
same benefits that heterosexuals have, nor 
should heterosexuals living together. 
Benefits are a reward to married heterosex-

changed a lot since 1985.
—Annise Parker

Houston City Councilwoman
ual people," Wilson said in a recent inter­
view with the Voice.

Wilson's group is currently trying to 
raise 20,000 signatures of registered 
Houston voters to place the issue on 
November's ballot. According to Wilson, 
he already has 18,000 signatures. If passed, 
such a vote would bar the city from provid­
ing benefits to anyone but employees, their 
spouses and their dependent children, as 
well as prevent any privilege in promotion, 
hiring or contracting on the basis of sexual 
orientation.

Wilson has until Aug. 15 to turn in the 
required signatures. Wilson said his own dead­
line is to have them in by of the end of July.

Parker's happiness at the victory was 
tinged by the fact that the ordinance can still 
be challenged. But she feels that Wilson's 
challenge will not prevail. "Dave Wilson's 
petition could have an impact even as poor­
ly worded as it is and as nutty as some of his 
supporters are," she said. "However, the 
Republican mainstream has ignored his 
efforts. That's why he has had to go to direct 
mailings to get his signatures."

Even if Wilson gets the signatures and 
turns them in on time and the issue goes on 
the ballot in November, Parker thinks the 
voters of Houston will reject it. "I thinly 
we'll win at the ballot. The world ha^P 

changed a lot since 1985."
Parker was referring to the last time City 

Council voted for a similar nondiscrimina­
tion ordinance that was overturned by vot­
ers in a 1985 referendum.

And if the voters don't reject the issue, 
Parker thinks Wilson's efforts will eventu­
ally fail. "Even if it passes, there will be 
legal challenges to it because the wording 
of the petition is flawed. If he were to win, 
it could be challenged in court later."

Parker noted that she had much support 
for the ordinance, not only from the mayor 
and her colleagues, but also from a cross 
section of the community such as a group 
called Clergy for a Fair Houston.

Clergy from the Metropolitan Community 
Church of the Resurrection, Bering MemoriaWF' 
United Methodist, St. Stephens Episcopal, 
First Church Unitarian Universalists and 
others signed a petition urging adoption of 
the anti-discrimination ordinance.

With passage of the ordinance, 
Houston joins some 246 other states, 
cities and counties across the nation with 
similar ordinances. These include Austin, 
Fort Worth and Travis County in Texas. 
More than 1,900 U.S. employers have 
non-discrimination policies that include 
sexual orientation.

Houston-area Reps split by party lines on faith-based bill
^Continued from Page 1
laws by allowing religious charities, such as 
the Salvation Army, to engage in employ­
ment discrimination against gays.

Kolbe said he voted against the Conyers 
motion to delete the anti-gay language 
because it "went too far." He noted that the 
motion included a second provision that 
would prohibit federally funded religious 
charities from hiring "only employees of 
their own religious faith," an action he said 
he could not support.

"I have been assured that my concerns 
about pre-emption of state and local nondis­
crimination laws will be addressed in con­
ference," Kolbe said.

He was referring to a promise by White 
House officials and House GOP leaders that 
they would deal with the issue if a similar 
measure also passes the Senate and a con­
ference committee works out the differences 
in the two bills before it goes to the presi­
dent for his signature.

The Senate has yet to take up the legisla­
tion, and gay activists say they are hopeful 
that chamber's version of the faith-based 
measure will not include the anti-gay lan­
guage in the House version. A Senate-passed 
bill that doesn't include the anti-gay language 
would give pro-gay lawmakers greater lever­
age in persuading the House-Senate confer­
ence committee to kill the language.

But during the House debate on July 19,

Democratic lawmakers, 
including openly gay 
Rep. Barney Frank (D- 
Mass.), argued that the 
House should "fix" 
what they called a seri­
ous problem—a clause 
in a bill that, for the first 
time, would give the

Sheila Jackson Lee federal government 
authority to sanction 
discrimination. Frank 

said the issue was too important to leave to 
the Senate when the House had the chance 
to address the issue.

"It is funny, when I heard this was the 
faith-based bill, I thought they were talking 
about faith in God, not faith in the Senate," 
Frank said during the debate.

Rep. James Sensenbrenner (R-Wis.), the 
Republican floor manager for the faith­
based legislation, said small churches 
would likely be the main beneficiary of the 
legislation, which he said would provide 
federal funds to help such churches provide 
services to the poor.

He said the Conyers motion would force 
these small churches to hire people who are 
not of their same religious faith, an argu­
ment that he and other House Republicans 
used to oppose the Conyers motion on 
grounds other than its stated aim to remove 
anti-gay language from the faith-based bill.

Kolbe's decision to vote against the 
motion to delete the anti-gay language came 
one day after he and as many as 20 of his 
moderate Republican colleagues threatened 
to join forces with Democratic House mem­
bers to vote for the motion. Capitol Hill 
observers viewed that threat as a mini rebel­
lion by GOP moderates against the hard­
line conservatives who make up the House 
Republican leadership.

The so-called insurrection surfaced 
when the House Rules Committee, which is 
controlled by the GOP leadership, rejected a 
proposal by Rep. Mark Foley (R-Fla.) to 
delete the anti-gay language through an 
amendment on the House floor.

Foley's proposed amendment stated that 
nothing in the faith-based initiatives bill 
"shall alter the duty of a religious organiza­
tion receiving assistance or providing ser­
vices under any program described [in the 
bill] to comply with state and local civil 

rights laws."
The action by the GOP moderates prompt­

ed House Republican leaders to postpone for 
one day a vote on the faith-based initiatives 
bill. During the following 24 hours, the White 
House waged a massive lobbying campaign 
to win back the support of the moderate 
Republicans, according to staff members of 
several of the House members.

White House officials, among other 
things, urged the moderates to drop their 

plan to back the Democrat-sponsored 
motion, known as a "motion to recommit'^ 
the faith-based bill, saying President Bush 
would take steps to work with the Senate to 
"address" concerns about anti-gay discrimi­
nation through a conference committee.

The last-minute lobbying helped per­
suade the most moderate GOP House mem­
bers to drop their support of the Conyers 
motion. When the vote was taken, the num­
ber of moderate Republicans who voted for 
the Conyers motion dwindled from what 
some predicted could have been as many as 
20 or more to just four.

Those four were Rep. Mark Foley (R- 
Fla.), Rep. Connie Morelia (R-Md.), Rep. Jim 
Leach (R-Iowa), and Rep. Christopher 
Shays (R-Conn.).

"They were all under tremendous pres­
sure to stay on the reservation," said on^ 
House Democratic staffer, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity.

Foley's press secretary, Kirk Fordham, 
said Foley made it clear to House GOP lead­
ers that he planned to vote for the motion, 
and he said it's his understanding that 
Morelia, Shays, and Leach also made their 
intentions known in advance.

Fordham also noted that Republican 
House leaders scheduled a vote on the 
motion and the faith-based initiatives bill 
only after they were assured that they had the 
votes to defeat the motion and pass the bill.
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Crime Stoppers offering $25,000 reward in gay man’s murder
CRIMESTOPPERS
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REWARD

J. VP TO S5000.00
F«m !!XF<>HMATION VWMMN6 TO THE AKMK^T Stedi

CRIME CIMRCKK FUED W AKV MCLONY .WMPtCT CRIME
STOPPERS nwKTAVT STOPPERS
715-222T1PS nj222TIPS

M BTf ItWC tfMFfMOVHk

Aa •adut<>i>«l »r ap la in b»in< ofTarad by the private wetar.

WHO KILLED

DATK/riME: JliLY2l,20ni ®4:2«A.M. 
LOCATION: 1PO1 POST OAK PARK OR
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CRIMESTOPPERS ANONYMOUS
REWARD HOTLINE (713) 222-TIPS 
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Flyers with information about the Crime 
Stoppers reward for clues in the murder of 
Jmui Manuel Miyar-Laris are being circulated in 
WPMontrose and Heights areas. The night of 
his death, Miyar-Laris visited several gay bars 
in the Montrose with friends. His stolen vehi­
cle was later found near the Heights.

>■ Continued from Page 3
apartment fire," Hill said. "The assailant is 
kind of leaving calling cards with matches.

"There's reason to believe that this 
assailant wasn't exactly a rocket scientist," 
Hill said.

Crime Stoppers is offering a $25,000 
reward for clues leading to the arrest and 
charges filed against a suspect in the killing. 
Typically, Crime Stoppers offers a $5,000 
reward in such cases, but friends and fami­
ly of Miyar-Laris have contributed an addi­
tional $20,000 to the reward.

"The victim's employer contacted us on 
behalf of the family asking what they could do 
to assist in solving this crime," said Kim Ogg, 
Houston Crime Stoppers executive director.

Miyar-Laris worked as an art director for 
Urban Retreat, a River Oaks spa for men 
and women.

Ogg said Crime Stoppers can often pro­
vide information from anonymous tips that 
police might not find otherwise.

"We operate an anonymous hotline that 
provides additional information to help 
solve crimes," said OGG. "Often, this is 

information about facts or evidence that the 
police might not even know about."

Although, as of presstime, no tips 
regarding the Miyar-Laris case had been 
called into the hotline, Ogg said she's hope­
ful the case will be solved.

"I believe based on the facts of this case, 
that the police will be able to solve this 
crime, just based on the facts and the evi­
dence already collected."

Hill agrees and says he thinks someone 
in the gay community may have seen or 
knows of the murderer.

"The struggle was very bloody, so the 
assailant was very bloody. That's hard to 
hide," Hill said.

Police have traced Miyar-Laris's where­
abouts until about 2 am., July 21. They believe 
he dropped a friend home in the Montrose and 
told the friend he was heading home.

Hill theorizes that Miyar-Laris may have 
picked someone up on the way.

"It's thought that he might have swung 
back down lower Montrose and picked 
someone up," Hill said.

Hill pointed out that the area where 

Miyar-Laris's vehicle was discovered is near 
the intersection of Washington and 
Shepherd, an area known as a "cruising 
spot" for Hispanic prostitutes. But Hill said 
it's also possible the victim may have met 
his killer in the Montrose.

Hill said it's important that anyone with 
information about the case come forward.

"If business owners are worried about 
coming forward because they're afraid of neg­
ative publicity, they need to get over it," Hill 
said. "There's someone out there who is a dan­
ger to everyone and they need be caught."

Calls to the Crime Stoppers hotline are 
strictly confidential and protected by law, 
Ogg said.

"If a person calls our hotline, their iden­
tity remains anonymous. We legally protect 
our callers' identities," said Ogg. "The 
police and other agencies can't offer that 
kind of protection."

Crime Stoppers
713-222-TIPS

No time for a vacation? Take a day trip
Numerous interesting 
locales are just a few 
hours away from city
by KAY Y. DAYUS

It's summer in Houston—that unbear- 
hot, humid, steamy time of year when 

^rost people want to escape to cooler climes, 
which is most anywhere but Houston, 
except for maybe New Orleans.

What if you can't escape? Maybe you 
can't afford a holiday, can't take the time off 
work or just don't have the will to figure out 
where to go, make the reservations or pack, 
or maybe you hate to fly.__________________

• Plan a 'family' vacation
• Gay world travel

Page 15
• Gay accommodations

Page 15
• Protect home while away

___________Page 19
_Take heart. The Houston area offers day 

galore where you can at least tem- 
pdrarily escape the traffic, noise, air pollu­
tion and the hustle and bustle of the city. 
Perhaps your best guide to these sometimes 
offbeat, sometimes not, places is Carol 
Barrington's "Day Trips from Houston."

Barrington puts together some interest­
ing day trips guiding you from one small 
town or place to another and she gives 
interesting tidbits about each place, as well 
as where you can eat or shop.

If you don't want to buy the book, here are 
some ideas for day trips from Houston that 
don't require a lot of driving, but make you 

feel that you got away, at least for a little while.
Brenham is only a hop, skip and a jump 

away on US-290 and is jam packed with inter­
esting little antique shops. Founded in 1844 
and settled by Germans, Brenham was occu­
pied and partially burned by Union troops 
during the Civil War. As Barrington says, if 
Brenham w’ere not a 72-mile commute it would 
be overrun with refugees from Houston.

If you're not into antiquing, visit the 
Brenham Heritage Museum located at 105 S. 
Market. Open Wednesday through 
Saturday, the museum houses memorabilia 
and artifacts dating from Brenham's birth.

Other places worth a look are Gerson 
Artworks at 307 West Alamo; the Giddings- 
Stone Mansion, a Greek revival home built 
in 1869; and the Giddings-Wilkin House, 
805 Crockett, thought to be the oldest house 
still standing in Brenham.

And a trip to Brenham wouldn't be com­
plete without a visit to the Blue Bell 
Creameries; makers of Texas' famed ice cream, 
where weekday tours and tastings are offered.

Also well worth a visit is Pleasant Hill 
Wineries at 1441 Salem Road, a small family- 
owned winery where you can enjoy a guided 
tour and taste their commendable wine.

If you have children. New Braunfels 
might be the place for you if only to take 
them to Schlitterbahn, which means "slip­
pery road" in German. But no slippery road 
is this; it is the state's largest water park and 
resort with steep and fast water chutes to 
keep the kids happy all day—and it just 
might bring out the kid in you too.

Should you enjoy it so much that you 
need to spend another day, stay at 
Schlitterbahn's resort, which offers 130 
riverside rooms, cottages and private

Fifty miles south of Houston, Galveston offers 
shopping, dining and six gay bars. The gulf city 
is just one of many interesting spots that are 
only a short drive away from Houston that can 

provide the feel of a mini-vacation.

Jacuzzi suites.
New Braunfels also boasts the Natural 

Bridge Caverns, that gets its name from the 
60-foot natural limestone bridge that graces 
its entrance.

Right next door is the Natural Bridge 
Wildlife Ranch where you can see more 
than 65 exotic species of animals from 
giraffes and wildebeests to baboons and 
buffaloes. The main tour is a ride through 
200 acres of ranchland in your own vehicle.

Whilst in this general area, a tour of the area's 
Painted Churches is well worth the effort. A map 
of the church locations can be found at 
Schulenburg's Chamber of Commerce.

The Czech settlement of Dubina is the 
location of the frescoed Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius Catholic Church; next is 
Ammannsville's Gothic St. John the Baptist 
Church; and on to Praha and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Catholic Church; and finally to 
High Hill and the painted murals of St. 
Mary's Catholic Church. Most of the 
churches are still in use today.

For a complete change, Galveston is always 
an option and it's less than 50 miles south of 
Downtown Houston. Galveston has miles of 

beaches, not Florida's sugar white beaches 
granted, but still a beach and lots of it.

If you're not a beach lover, there's plenty to 
see in the historic areas and old downtown 
where you can shop and stroll to your heart's 
content. Eat at one of the many seafood restau­
rants located on the wharf or the seawall.

If what you desire is true peace and 
quiet, head out to Bolivar Island on Texas- 
124, where you will find 32 miles of sandy 
beaches. There's not a lot on the island, 
which is why many go, except for some 
small communities, fishing camps and an 
abandoned lighthouse dating back to 1872.

Bolivar Flats, on the southwest tip of the 
peninsular, is deemed one of the prime bird­
ing areas on the upper Texas Gulf Coast.

For a change of pace, take the ferry that 
connects Bolivar's southwestern tip to 
Galveston and return to Houston on 1-45. 
The ferry is free and worth the ride.

For a little Native American culture, 
head north on US-59 and then east on US- 
190 and arrive around 65 miles later at the 
Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation. 
Sam Houston founded the 4,600-acre reser­
vation in the Big Thicket in 1854.

Start your visit at the museum and then 
explore the Big Thicket on the Indian Chief train 
or the open bus. Tribal dances are held in the 
replica of an Indian village daily in the summer 
and on the weekends the rest of the year.

Round out the day at the Twelve Clans 
restaurant and shop for a souvenir in the 
gift shop, where you can find beautiful 
Indian woven baskets made from needles of 
the rare long-leaf pine.

Check out Barrington's book for many 
more interesting places to visit, all within a 
short distance from Houston's city limits.
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COURT OF CHARLESTON
713.528.5218 • 228 Westmoreland

Intimate Montrose Community 

Studios, 1 and 2 Bedrooms 

Charmingly Unique Floorplans 

Hardwood Floors 8c Ceramic Tile 

Tropical Pool and Landscaping 

Eclectic Blend of Traditional Charm 
and new Conveniences 

Features may vary per plan
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■ ;■'Patrick’s Pottery
& CoCCectikCes
Featuring McCoy Pottery

Located inside Past Connections
235 W. 19th St. Open 7 days 10-5

Houston. TX 77008 713-802-1992

Present this ad and receive 15% OFF
good thru 7/5/01
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by D.L. GROOVER

The following hotels and B&Bs are exclu­
sively gay-owned or managed and have a 
high percentage of same-sex couples as 
guests. If you are wary about where you 
spend your gay dollars, these are the places 
for you. The symbol (M) denotes mostly male 
clientele, while (F) denotes, more girl guests, 
but all places welcome anyone who sports a 
rainbow.

London, England
The New York Hotel, 92 Philbeach 

Gardens, Earls Court, 44-20-7244-6884. 
Upscale and reserved, even though its neigh­
bor establishments are fellow Friends of 
Dorothy. $120-$150 for a double. (M)

Philbeach Hotel, 30-31 Philbeach 
Gardens, Earls Court, 020-7373-1244. Large 
Victorian townhouse that gets lots of repeat

>- Continued on Page 17

Phuket, Thailand
Connect Guesthouse, 125/8-9 Rath U Thit 

Road, Patong Beach, 66-76-29-41-95. 
Swedish-owned and so near the beach you'll 
be sand chafed. Internet cafe's a plus. 
Swedish cleanliness at reasonable prices.

I

Bangkok, Thailand
Tarntawan Place Hotel, 119/5-10 

Surawang Road, 66-2-238-2620. A favorite of 
Gay Utopia Tours, this boutique-style hotel is 
close to all that special southeast Asian 
nightlife. Moderate price for fine service.

Tmwllng ©bread? 
Why net st«y where 

it’s gay?

Gay-friendly international destinations abound

What are you waiting for? There's no better time than right now to 
pack your bags and head into the unknown. Travel is the best at clear­
ing our head of useless cobwebs, giving us a fresh look at how other V 
people live, and making us see what is and is not important in the daily ’ 
grind.

Obviously for our traveling community, the major international capi­
tal cities are the most popular queer magnets with their numerous bars, 
clubs, gay newspapers, bed & breakfasts, and thriving underground. Gay 
friendly cities abound.

Paris has recently elected a gay mayor and a transsexual city council 
member, making the French capital truly gay Paree. London has long been 
known as the preeminent gay mecca of Europe, where you have the advan­
tage of being able to speak English to the stranger who wakes up next to you 
in the morning. Amsterdam is always good for a cheap toke and sexual aban­
don; Berlin is a ledermeister's dream; Rome and Athens both relive the 
ancients' dolce vita; Mexico City is well-trod and but two hours away; and 
Rio de Janeiro is exotic and randy, but there's a cholera scare in Brazil, so 
travel agents are loathe to send the norte americanos down to samba land.

Perhaps you might appreciate some novel adventures. These interna­
tional destinations are noted for their laid-back lifestyle and tolerance for 
gays. As in life, 'Don't be stupid' is a good rule to follow when traveling. If
you wouldn't saunter down a dark alley off Fannin, don't do it in Bangkok. So, 
in no order or importance, we give you the world.

Ibiza I IB
What better place to start than on a scrumptious, paradise-like island in the Mediterranean Sea? One of Spain's Balearic 

Islands (Majorca is one of the group), Ibiza is what the French Riviera used to be: full of glitz, wannabe glitz, and cubic zer- 
conium glitz. ,

Peppered with old washed-out hippies, no-talent artists, fat tourists from the Fatherland, and more club kids than 
South Beach on a Saturday night, this majestic sublime island is still heavenly because of its magnificent coastline, 
truly fabulous beaches, archeological ruins that date to Caesar, the medieval terraced 
D'Alt Vila (old city), and a vibrant gay life that flaunts itself like a Texas-sized 
rainbow flag.

There is a gay beach, La Playa Es Cavallet, 
with an appended nude beach, naturally, at the * 

Salinas bus stop. Finding your way 
through the parking lot, the gap in 
the fence, along the houses, a left 
turn, down a stone path, and 
through the bushes may not be 
everyone's ideal day at the beach, 
but if you crave Fire Island, this 
beautiful stretch of heavy duty 
cruising and non-stop action might 
make you forget all that sand in 
your trunks. <1'^

Ibiza must mean "party" in 
Catalan, since that's the daily grind, 
night or day. There are a score of

>- Continued on Page 17
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Theater LaB Houston presents

Sincerely,

Robert Kuttner
Co-editor

Your administration wasn't what ! had 
since Franklin Roosevelt.

Let the President know 
he didn't buy your vote! 

Donate your tax rebate 

to organizations that 

Bush wouldn't want you 

to support.

Check them out at
www.prospect.org/bush

Call for nearest location:

713-266-7779

free phone, 
leather case 

and car 
charger 

with activation!

’"AMERICAN

They’re Back!

The Kathy & Mo Show
written by Mo Gaffiiey & Kathy Najimy

Our hit returns for summer fun!
An Oft-Broadway hit, this hilarious and biting comedy explores 
the plight of women & men and the pandemonium that ensues 
when the two sexes try to get together for more than a drink! 

Parallel Lives provides a fresh take on the oldest battle of the 

human race, as the audience is whisked through the outrageous 

universe of Kathy and Mo where two actresses play men 

and women struggling through the common rituals of modern 

life: teenagers on a date, a man and woman in a country-western 
bar, a wild and crazy lesbian performance art piece and two mature 

women coming to terms with today’s gay lifestyles.

ilvery funny ...a neat blend of laughter and pathos”
Houston Chronicle

featuring Michelle Britton & Leslie Maness 
Directed by Bill McDonald

Limited Run!
Fridays & Saturdays • Now thru August 4th @ 8pm

Group Discounts and Private Parties available

Tickets call (713) 868-7516

• 1500 anytime-2500 weekend - to include
1500 anytime long distance - 99.99

]/biceStTeam
Authorized Dealer

CellMiai
WIRfLES^

THE FUTURE IS YOURS

FAMILY TIME F

• 3000 Total minuifli
That’s 2 phones and 2 lines

600 anytime - 2000 weekend also including
600 anytime long distance - 39.99

Dear Mr. President,

for our business.

secure health care and good schools.

Please—keep It up. Mt. President.
:enr«n“lZ“XTA"?e to threatening ^onfs dalr, farmers. You sgueezed hm so

he quit the Republican party.
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From Prague to Vancouver, there are gay meccas worldwide
>- Continued from Page 15
gay bars and dance clubs, and if you 
thought the beach bunnies were friendly, 
wait until you amble into the expensively 
>furbished (more marble than King 

rouk's bathroom) "Angelo," the overly 
crowded "Capricho," the newest and tiniest 
"Fabu! Velvet," the nooks and crannies of 
the "Galeria," or the alternative grunge 
scene at "Kinky."

This is Europe, and very gay, so don't 
expect nightlife to heat up much before 
midnight or even later. Their motto seems to 
be: tomorrow, you can sleep on the beach.

Phuket, Thailand
Ever since Anna Leonowens swirled into 

Siam on those hoop skirts and beguiled 
their king, tourists ha 
tropical. constitutional 
monarchy of Thailand 
and been beguiled 
^emselves. Although 
The politicos have 
stamped their gilded 
foot down on those 
infamous "sex tours," 
from China and Germany mostly, tourism is 
up and away in this golden land of pagodas, 
lush foliage, and beatific smiles.

Homosexuality has never been illegal 
here, and the openness and frankness of 
some of Bangkok's legendary wares is pret­
ty shocking to those unused to non-Puritan 
attitudes.

flooded into the
>■ tea

Halfway down the backward comma 
shape that is Thailand is the glorious island 
of Phuket. That's pronounced Pu-KAY, so 
you don't make a fool of yourself at the air­
port. For a few years, it's been an exclusive 
enclave for those in the know, but since gay 
travelers are in that forefront, the island has 
now become a very desired spot. It is 
renown for its natural beauty, on the edge of 
the Andaman Sea, and only an hour's flight 
from Bangkok.

This is a spot for doing nothing, but if 
you just can't sit still on their softest-of-soft 
beaches, there's plenty to occupy your time.

The high season is November through 
May, and it gets off to a very gay start 
indeed with Thailand's annual Gay Festival 
near the first weekend in November.

The Patong Beach area is the gay section 
of Phuket, but it's also where every kind of 
nightlife is concentrated. If you want to stay 
away from the party boys and katoeys (lady 
boys), you need only stay at one of the posh 
beach hotels of Karon or Kata. Your luxury 
vacation on Phuket can be as gay as you'd 
like, just what a vacation should be.

Costa Rica
Every travel agent heralded this central 

American country as the next gay mecca. 
While not known as strictly a gay destina­
tion, such as Provincetown or Fire Island, 
there's enough gay-friendly activity in capi­
tal city San Jose and the Quepos-Manuel 
Antonio National Park area to keep any vis­

itor happy and satisfied.
It's eliminating 

things to do that's trou­
blesome. Many gay 
Americans now make 
their home in this lovely 
country, and it's easy to 
see why.

San Jose has a lively nightlife with plen­
ty of gay entertainment whether it's a drag 
show at Los Cucharones or Sunday after­
noon Latin dancing at La Avispa (the Wasp).

Prague
Paris may have its lights, London its 

Shakespeare, Vienna its sacher torte, Venice 
its romance, but Prague, capital of the Czech 
Republic, has some of all 
Bohemian level—and, 
to top it off, it has 
become the gayest place 
in Europe.

Renown for its archi­
tecture, Prague is equal­
ly famous for its incred­
ible history and artistic 
culture. Perhaps nothing is more stirring 
than their recent Velvet Revolution of 1989, 
led in part by dissident playwright Vaclav 
Havel and hundreds of thousands of Czech 
citizens. Communism collapsed in a whis­
per under the immense statue of King* 
Wenceslas, and Havel became the Czech 
president.

The "city of the hundred spires" is the 

of that—on a

hottest place in Europe right now. It has a 
vibrancy and artistic spirit not unlike NY's, 
but feels even more contemporary and hip. 
Gay bars for every proclivity, discos, and 
cafes proliferate throughout the city.

Prague has the wonderful double wham­
my of being open and extremely tolerant of 
gays, and at the same time having those gay 
places set in a stunning movie backlot loca­
tion.

Vancouver
At the far western edge of Canada, along 

the same straight as Seattle, only 143 miles
south, lies Victorian 
Vancouver, the coun­
try's third largest city. 
If you like pristine nat­
ural beauty with a 
crisp edge and lung­
searing clean air, this 
thriving, and very gay, 
metropolis is for you.

ifc’'

Gay events are heating up come August, 
all revolving around Vancouver's 23rd 
annual Pride Parade Aug. 5. Leather Pride 
Week starts off the festivities, Aug. 2 
through 6; to be overlapped by the Queer 
Film Fest with its amazing 170 entries, Aug. 
5 through 23; to be followed by the North 
American Conference on Bisexuality,
Gender, and Sexual Diversity at the 
University of British Columbia, Aug. 9 
through 12.

U.S. CONSTRUCTION 
& SERVICES
Our Capabilities Include:

• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• Ceramic Tiling
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Room Addition and Siding

We are an owner-operated company 
serving the Houston area for over 25 
years, specializing in residential and 
commercial remodeling. We have many 

satisfied references, both residential and 
commercial, for your review. If we can be 

of assistance, please call. Thank you.

Call for free estimate.

■
1

Turn your house into 
the home of your dreams.

U.S. CONSTRUCTION & SKRV1CES ▼—
(713) 526-7679 • Pager 713/698-0103

E-mail: uscon@pdq.net • Joe Hlavac, Owner

■X

Maranatha Fellowship MCC
1311 Holman

(across from HCC-Downtown Campus) 
meets in the home of Central Congregational Church

"Homosexuality and the Bible" Series 
Everyone is welcome to join us as we study “Homosexuality and the Bible! ” 
This free three-part series will be held on Mondays from 7-9pm on July 30, 
August 6, & August 20, and will meet in the church parlor at 1311 Holman. 
For additional information, please contact the church office at 713.528.6756

Please Join Us For Evening Services And Experience 
The Love That Maranatha Fellowship MCC Has To Offer!

July 29th “Sharing Common Possessions” Rev. Janet Parker

Church Service begins at 6:30pm and 
nursery is available for small children. 
Mid-week “Home Group" services on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

For more Info... 
713-528-6756 or email 
maranatha @evl. net

Maranatha ’
Fellowship

Metropolitan
Community Church

"Building Community Through Compassion’

Enjoy worship at your home church in the morning and
visit us in the evening for an alternate worship experience! -
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Gay-owned, managed B&Bs can be found in many international cities
>- Continued from Page 15
business. It can get wild, just ask the more 
buttoned down fellows from the New York. 
$95 for a double. (M)

Clone Zone Apartments, 64 Old 
Compton St., 020-7287-3530. With a name 
like this, did you expect a straight hotel? 
The English chain store that sells fetish wear 
and sex toys has gone into the hotel busi­
ness. Quite reasonable at $120 for a double, 
and if you've forgotten anything for the 
evening, you know where just where to find 
it.

Redcliffe Hotel, 268 Fulham Road, 020- 
7823-3494. The gals don't get expensive lux­
ury here, but in exchange for moderate 
rates, they get quiet clean comfort, just like 
at Mumsy's. Doubles range from $103-$120. 
(F)

Rainbow Stay Guest House, Islington, 
44-20-207-713-5287. Islington, home to 
Sadler's Wells and numerous experimental 
theater venues, is the hot new place to stay, 
somewhat like NYC's gay-themed Chelsea. 
Moderate for all the amenities and grunge 
eye candy.

Noel Coward Hotel, 111 Ebury Street, 
Belgravia, 44-20-7730-2094. Yes, that Noel 
Coward. Here're his former digs when his 
Mum ran a respectable guest quarters out of 
their house. It doesn't reflect his tonier silk 
smoking jacket days, but it's still his and 
doesn't cost a queen's ransom to stay there. 
$120 will get you a double with bath. Posh, 
my dear.

Number Seven Guesthouse, 7 Josephine

Avenue, Lambeth, 020-8674-1880. This reno­
vated Victorian is 5 minutes from London's 
large gay dance club, The Fridge, and min­
utes away from Substation South, London's 
newest. $118-$135 for a double.

Paris, France
Hotel Louvre Richelieu, 51 rue de 

Richelieu, 1st arr., 33-1-42-97-46-20. Almost 
around the corner from the Opera and the 
Louvre, this gay-owned and operated hotel 
is a simple place with simple Paris prices, 
about $125 a night for a double.

Hotel Central Marais, 2 rue Ste. Crois de 
la Bretonnerie, 33-1-48-87-56-08. How con­
venient, a hotel above a gay bar. Spiffy look, 
and you may just get a date downstairs. 
Reasonable rates for Paris.

Brandon's, a private studio in an 18th 
century townhouse on the quiet side street 
of rue Bourbon le Chateau, can sleep four if 
you're friendly. If you stay less than seven 
nights, it's $100/person; but it's a great loca­
tion. Hey, this is Paris, splurge a little.

Ibiza, Spain
Marigna, Al Sabini 18, Ibiza, 34-971-30- 

49-12. Although this place is outside the 
walled Old City in Figueretas, you're never 
too far from any action on this hottie little 

-isle. Their brochures boast they're the 
largest gay hotel in Europe, and at 44 rooms, 
they're probably right. $37 - $67 double will 
get you real close to the leather crowd who 

gather at one of the two bars located inside 
Marigna. Those real hombres just love 
chintz.

Torre del Canoningo, Mayor 18, 34-971- 
30-38-84. Available from April through 
October only, the 7 units in this renovated 
medieval tower house can accommodate 6 
with ease. For $40 what are you waiting for?

San Jose, Costa Rica
Hotel Colours, 800-277-4825. New pool, 

new gardens, new guest house make this
Central American 
beauty the most rec­
ommended hotel by all 
the gay travel agents. 
Extremely reasonable 
rates for all the pleas­
ures.

Las Banderas B&B, 
near La Amistad Park, 
506-381-5768. Comfy 
favorite serape, this moderate-price gay 
owned little charmer thinks of everything: 
on-site massage, Internet access, guided 
tours. Ole.

Quepos, Costa Rica: Hotel Casa Blanca 
de Manuel Antonio, 506-777-1316. Near the 
gay beach, this moderately priced very gay 
little resort is home away from home to the 
discerning gay and lesbian. If you love to 
make your own tortillas, rent a suite with 
kitchenette.

>>

and warm like a

Prague, Czech Republic
Hotel Sidi, Na Kampe 10, 02-536-135.

Gay friendly and almost built into the 14th 
century landmark Charles Bridge. 
Incredible central location for $120 double.

Penzion David, Holubova 5, 02-549-820.
This decorative 3-story 
house near the equally 
decorative Mozart 
Museum displays its 
intentions with a 
prominently displayed 
rainbow flag. The 
drawback to this amaz­
ingly inexpensive spot,
$63 double, is its out-the-way location. Like 
Cinderella, the Metro shuts down at mid­
night, and the only way to get back is by 
taxi.

Lesbos, Greece
Antiopo Women's Hotel, Skala Eressos, 

30-1-956-3218. What more appropriate site 
for a women's hotel than Lesbos, the home 
of that mother-of-us-all, Sappho, and smack 
in the village where she was born, SkaL 
Eressos. The woman's beach is but a ba" 
cante's leap away. Moderately priced for all 
that free estrogen. (F)

Rome, Italy
Hotel Scalinata di Spagna, Piazza Trinita 

dei Monti 17, 06-679-3006. Elegant, exclu­
sive, and with a romantic roof terrace, at 
$110-$250 for a double, it's the favorite 
dolce vita site for the discriminating gay 
traveler.

Join us for fabulous drink prices! • 8-10 nightly 
$2 Longnecks $1 Glow shots $2 Well drinks

ji-fe M
ki

Impersonation Shows!
Wednesday • Drag with MC and host Shawna LaTasha Ross

Thursday • Sister for Sister Stud night 
Sunday • "Old School Sunday"

• Fri - Sat • 
Dance to the sounds of 

DJ Alexis & the 
gorgeous glow girls

Re-Inventing the Gay Club Scene
Never A Cover!!! • 21 & Up • 1417-B Westheimer • 713.522.5166

ON SALE THIS SATURDAY, JUNE 16 AT 10AM!
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Home Front
While you’re away

by KAY DAYUS & ELLA TYLER

days without being mowed. If you will be 
gone longer, arrange for someone to mow.

A healthy lawn that has been, kept two 
to three inches tall and flower beds with 
three inches of mulch will be fine for at 

®/lake certain your home 
is safe before vacationing

Here's how to ensure the security of your 
home and the health of your garden while 
you're soaking up the sun on a beach in 
Barcelona or roaming around ancient Rome.

Summer is prime vacation time and 
burglars know it, so you need to make your 
home look like someone is still there while 
you're away.
. Have a neighbor watch your home while 
your gone and ask them to report anything 
suspicious to the police. Either cancel the 
newspaper and put a hold on your mail or 
■k the neighbor take them in daily. Ask the 
neighbor to pick up the fliers and other 
papers that get left on the door. If you are 
taking the car, see if your neighbor will park 
a car in your driveway now and then.

If your home has a built-in alarm, test it 
before you leave and update your emer­
gency-calling list with the monitoring com­
pany as well as your neighbors.

Leave shades, blinds and curtains in 
normal positions. Set lamps and a radio on 
timers so they will go on and off periodi­
cally and create the illusion that someone is 
home. Timers are inexpensive and easy to 
use and some are sophisticated enough to 
change the preset times so they won't be 
too regular. Leave on a porch light and an 
outside light if possible. Burglars hate light.

Turn your phone ringer off and keep 
your answering machine volume turned 
down so a would-be burglar won't listen 
fcitside your home for the unanswered 
Ringing inside the house.

Put your valuables in a safe hiding 
place. Thieves are usually in a hurry and 
want to get in and out as quickly as possi­
ble, so they grab what they see and leave.

If you are burgled, you will be glad that, 
at least, you kept records of serial numbers 
and photos, receipts and any other identifi­
cation of your valuables. The police and the 
insurance company will need them.

An unkempt lawn and garden is one 
sign that the owner is gone. Before you 
leave tidy everything up, pull weeds and 
cut spent blooms. Most lawns can go for 10 

least a week without, water. Water deeply 
the night before you leave and ask your 
kind neighbor to turn on the sprinklers and 
soaker hoses if it doesn't rain for a week.

Make this job easier work by setting the 
sprinklers up and getting a timer that turns 
the water off. Timers that turn hoses both 
on and off are available but are more 
expensive. Tell said kind neighbor to feel 
free to cut flowers and pick vegetables.

Most established trees and shrubs will be 
fine for at least two weeks without water. 
However, plants in pots and hanging baskets 
present a problem, unless water-retaining 
polymers have been added to the soil. The 
small pots might need to be watered daily. 
The way to reduce their need for water is to 
move all the potted plants that you can move 
to the shadiest spot in the yard.

The sun-loving plants will be fine for their 
brief stay in the shade. Put them as close 
together as you can, perhaps in a kid's swim­
ming pool. Water them well and ask the 
neighbor to come sprinkle them for five min­
utes or so every three days. You also could set 
up a system with wicks running from a vessel 
of water to each pot, but that is a lot of work.

The pots that are too heavy to move 
should have a three-inch layer of mulch 
and be watered once a week.

If you have an insect or fungus problem, 
treat it before you leave, but don't fertilize 
unless you have a seriously malnourished 
plant. You do not want anything to grow 
fast while you're gone.

If you will be gone more than a week, 
move the house plants to the bathtub or 
shower and water them well. They should 
be fine for two weeks. Be sure they get 
some light, artificial is fine, and leave the 
air conditioning set at 80. If the house gets 
too hot, plants will die.

Now you can leave without worrying 
about the home front while you're gone.

Are the dog and cat ready for their trip 
to the kennels? Do you have your plane 
tickets, traveler's checks and passport all in 
hand? Bon voyage! And bring back some­
thing nice for your neighbor.

Make sure your home gives no oufward appearance of your absence while you're vacationing. Ask 
a neighbor to park in your driveway and pick up flyers and newspapers.

NEVER WOULD
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HAVE COME OUT!

For a free design consultation, call

(713) 688-8808
Visit our showroom

3556 W. TC Jester • Houston
home office • garage • pantry

BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

Why Fertilize Your Trees?
Our lawns are a foreign environment for 

landscape plantings. Without the constantly 
replenished, rich layer of humus from the 
forest floors, they are left to compete with 
our lawn for the scarce nutrients available.

Bartlett has formulated its own fertilizer for 
trees and shrubs, BOOST®. Injected directly 
into the root .zone, provides both immediate 
and long-lasting nutrients, improves plant 
vigor and resistance to insects and disease 

while fostering growth. Don’t trust your tree 
care to anyone but an expert.

713.862.4777
www.bartlett.com

Guided by The Tree Research Laboratories and 
Experimental Grounds, Charlotte, NC

Caring for America's 
Trees Since 1907

BARTLETT 
k . • * < • • . r . I

leathers accessories dungeon supplies 

10% discount all of august 
for all customers shopping wearing colors 

or 2 items of leather clothing

aJL*

better price, better service, period.

Leather in Exile 1533 Westheimer
(713)524-1087 Houston, TX 77006
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1117 Missouri St. • 713-529-3450 
One block North of Westheimer, off Montrose

DINER

Experience the newest 
S&M Bar* in Houston!

♦Stand & Model, sweetie!

"...a lavish bar that would not be bad to simply sip a martini in."
-T/ie Rice Thresher

"Great Gatsby of a bar."
-Upper Kirby Progressive

Thursday Nights feature $3.75 Foxmopolitans 
Come for a little Soul with 

Gospel Brunch on Sundays!

HOURS
Monday-Thursday Ham-lOpm
Friday -Saturday 1 lam-11pm
Sunday Brunch llam-3pm
Sunday Gumbo Night 3pm-9pm

2615 S. SHEPHERD • HOUSTON, TX 77096 • 713.523.5FOX

Eating Out RESTAURANT REVIEW

Pleasant misnomer
With or without drinks, 
Bombay Brasserie offers 
relaxed atmosphere, 
authentic North
Indian cuisine
by KATHREEN LEE

Whenever one goes to a restaurant that 
has the word "brasserie" in its moniker, of 
course one has to make the obligate 
brassiere-boulder-holder jokes. Actually, 
the etymology of "brasserie" derives from 
a French word "to brew" and means an 
establishment which offers alcoholic bever­
ages, especially wine and beer.

While I did not get a chance to explore 
the libations offered at BOMBAY 
BRASSERIE, I can confidently certify that 
their namesake should lie more in their 
superior cuisine than whatever alcoholic 
concoctions they can offer.

Serving North Indian cuisine, Bombay 
Brasserie offers a host of Tandoori special­
ties, curries, breads and vegetable dishes. If 
you're unfamiliar with Indian foods, then 
you might want to start off with the Chef's 
Platter ($7.95), an appetizer for two which 
features a vegetable samosa, a crispy 
turnover stuffed with spiced potatoes, peas, 
and herbs. The platter also comes with veg­
etable fritters and chicken fritters, which are 
surprisingly light and non-greasy.

Instead of the typical heavy batter exte­
rior surrounding a sparse and vacant interi­
or characteristic of most fritters, the light 
dough provided a subtle carapace to the 
substantive fresh vegetables and tender 
chicken. This would be an auspicious start 
for fried food lovers.

However, this combination platter does 
not represent a complete cross section of 
Bombay Brasserie's repertoire, and I would 
urge diners to sample some of their popu­
lar tandoori or curry dishes. For those unfa­
miliar with the tandoori style of food 
preparation, meats, poulty and seafood are 
prepared in a pit oven made of clay and 
immersed in a marinade for a prolonged 
period of time. Afterwards, the various 
food items are skewered and broiled on 
charcoal for the finishing touches, and 
finally served with sizzling smoke billow­
ing from the blazed meats.

Every time a neighboring table ordered 
tandoori chicken, lamb or shrimp, my dinner 
companion and I half expected fire alarms to 
be set off and water sprinklers to emerge 
from the polished tin deco tile ceiling. 
Fortunately, fears were unfounded and we 
were able to enjoy our meal in arid serenity.

Curry dishes are offered with chicken, 
lamb, sb mp or vegetables. For those who 
prefer more tender meats, the Lamb 
Saagwala ($13.95) would be the recom­
mended choice. Supple chunks of lamb are 
immersed in a viscous creamed spinach 
and curry sauce. The delicate and pervious

5160 Richmond 
Houston, TX 77056 
713.355.2000

Service:

Value: oo

Scene:
*

^Opt for bread, water at home

UHfroK, if you really must

Fine for most

Worth the drive, so live a little

As good as it gets

lamb is saturated in the incredibly rich 
curry, and each bite is accentuated with the 
individual flavors of the creamy sauce.

The dense curry can be, for some, over­
powering and I would recommend curry 
novices to diffuse the hearty flavor by dip­
ping Naan ($1.95) into the sauce. Naan is a 
thin, soft and fluffy bread made from fine 
flour that is a staple of Indian cuisine. 
Much like how rice is used in Chinese cui­
sine to dilute strong foods, naan also pro­
vides a mild and absorbent backdrop for 
many rich Indian flavors, such as the curry.

The naan at Bombay Brasserie exceeded 
those of many other establishments in that 
in the preparation of the bread, the chej^ 
used just enough butter and oil to achiev? 
the perfect combination between a soft 
downy texture and a mild burnt taste 
which accentuated the bread's flavor. If 
need be, I could have survived through the 
meal on their naan alone.

Bombay Brasserie offers a diverse array 
of dishes, including many vegetarian dish­
es, which can be sampled on several combi­
nation platters ($14.95-$19.95). The varied 
assortment allows diners with more dis­
criminating tastes to experiment with a 
melange of flavors before settling on their 
personal favorites.

Not only does Bombay Brasserie invite 
diners with diverse tastes through their 
assorted dishes, but the restaurant also 
maintains a diverse clientele. Whenever^ 
have dined at the restaurant, the customers 
have always been comprised by a mixed 
body of races and ages.

If you see an ad on TV for Bombay 
Brasserie, don't be fooled by their com­
mercial, which they happened to have 
been taping during one of my Visits. 
While my friend and I were slightly dis­
concerted by the homogeneously white 
commercial cast considering the racial 
heterogeneity of their true clientele, the 
gist of their message—great food with a 
great atmosphere—is authentic.
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FF REPORT

EVERYBODY LOVES FELIX!

■ A

ciate your patronage for the last two years... 
It was a lot of fun. We've gone fishing."

Vaughn Dampier, owner of Ashland, did 
not return phone calls from the Houston Voice. -

Idol said he hopes playwright Gregg 
Rodriguez will stage the production of "Blue 
Boys" at another venue or in another city.

"It is a shame that this tribute to Nicholas 
Anthony locona Jr., could not have gone up," 
Idol said. "I believe it was a very entertaining 
piece and there was a great message from 
Joey, through me, for all to see."

Ashland was known for its offbeat gay 
and straight productions such as "Fat Men 
in Skirts," "The Tales of the Last Formican," 
and "Midnight at Boyesque," a series of 
drag comedies.

Ashland's recorded message also states that 
ticket holders for "Blue Boys" may leave their 
name, number and address on the answering 
machine in order to receive a refund in the mail. 
Ashland's number is 713426-3019.

UYOUPUS

Ashland Street Theatre shuts down
Electrical problems close 
venue, cancel 'Blue Boys' 
production

would still be open today."
He said since the closure of the restau­

rant, offers have been pouring in with pro­
posals for everything from parking lots to 
townhomes, but Allen said he would prefer 
to see the structure turned into something 
to benefit the gay community.

"As a businessman, I want to do what 
is best for my business interest, for the 
building, the neighborhood and the com­
munity," Allen said.

Allen, who also owns Pacific Street 
and other establishments in the area, said 
that the restaurant would continue opera­
tion on Thursdays, playing host to private 
parties, and on Sundays for the Party on 
the Patio T-Dance.

Allen said he'll make a decision about 
the restaurant's fate by Labor Day.

He noted that Theatre New West has a 
lease for their portion of the building 
through Dec. 31 of this year.

-Kay Y. Dayws & Wendy K. Mohan

After a two-year run, Ashland Street 
Theatre in the Heights not only brought down 
the final curtain this week, it also closed its 
doors permanently after being "red tagged" 
by the city of Houston for electrical problems.

According to management, all ticket 
holders for the new play "Blue Boys" can 
expect to get a refund in the mail within the 
next two weeks or so. "Blue Boys" starring 
Ryan Idol was set to open July 27.

Idol, a popular adult film star who's been 
in Houston for more than a week rehearsing 
the play, said he's disappointed the story of 
his friend, Joey Stefano will not be told on 
stage in Houston.

"If I had known about the electrical prob- 
^uns with the theatre, I would have waited 

them to have been corrected before jump­
ing into rehearsals," Idol said. "But, at the 
very least, I got to get more in touch with the 

, universe of spirituality through Nicholas 
Anthony locona, Jr. (Joey Stefano)."

An electrical wiring update had been 
ordered by the city's Fire Department sever­
al weeks ago, according to a press release. 
But because of the high cost of the work, the 
update was not carried out.

This week, the Fire Department ordered 
the building officially locked up because it 
was considered unsafe for the volume of 
people anticipated to attend the theater's lat­
est production.

Ashland management said there is sim- 
oly no way they can financially afford to 
rave the extensive electrical work carried 
out. All future productions by the theatre 
company have been cancelled.

A recorded message greets callers to 
^bhland and says, "We are closed. We appre-

“ Felix is the BEST sort of 
adventure. A near PERFECT film!

-Lawrence Ferber, HX

“A SEXY, offbeat odyssey!”
-Dennis Derniwf^ PAPER

“This movie sneaks up on you, leaving you 
ready to watch it again when it ends.

Filled with sweet little surprises!*’
-Steve Warren, HOUSTON VOICE

“A DELIGHTFUL new road comedy about being 
gay and LOVING LIFE and LOVING YOURSELF.”
T -Brandon Judell, AMERICA ONMHE / IndieWIFN!

Sonoma closes, TNW still operating
Rumors are flying that Sonoma 

Restaurant on California Street in the 
Montrose has closed for good, but owner Jay 
Allen said he's just "exploring his options."

A large realty sign posted to the build­
ing's fencing advertising "restaurant, 
office or club space for lease" sparked 
rumors around town and on the gay 
activist message board, Han-Net, that 
Sonoma had gone out of business. Allen 
said he wanted to refurbish the restaurant

Bjver the summer, but is now considering 
other uses for the building.

"Originally, my concept was to close 
the restaurant for remodeling right after 
Gay Pride," Alien said. Tropical Storm 
Allison altered those plans. When he tried 
to find contractors to recarpet the build­
ing, he said most were too busy with post­
flooding jobs.

"Basically, they all gave me the pooh- 
pooh on the job until August," Allen said. 
"Had we not had the flood, Sonoma

“If JACK KEROUAC had been a gav Frenchman, 
ON THE ROAD might have been 

the Adventures of Felix. ”
-Louis B. Parks, HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Sometimes a little trip 
can change everything 

adventures 
ofFELI

Adult film star Ryan Idol was slated to star in 
the Ashland Street Theatre production of 'Blue 
Boys/ but problems with electrical wiring have 
forced the closure of the theater and cancelled 
the production. Ticket holders may request a 
refund by calling 713-426-3019.

NOW PLAYING
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Professional Services

We buy anything of value! 

Antiques, Estates, Furniture, Collectibles, 
Jewelry, Automobiles, and Glassware.

BUY • SELL • CONSIGN 
Highest Prices Paid for 

anything of value!!

713-994-5986 pgr. 
281-391-7515

9'i....
( ^LAWRENCE CONSTRUCTIO

♦1

Carpentry • Repairs
• Remodeling •

9363633ISO / 28l.948.4l89j
Lawrence Gilstrap J

Serving Houstons Gay
Community for IS years ▼

• AUTO • HOME • LIFE • 
LOW COST AUTOS 

LOW COST RENTERS 
MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS 

TONY MAY 
INSURANCE AGENCY 
NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 

713-807-8264

ROM’S AMiRlCAM i! M 0 U S ! N l S
BUSINESS • PLEASURE • ALL OCCASIONS

Qay-OwnM 
and Opanrtad 

Umo 
Cew^any

24-HOUR SERVICE
6,8 & 10 Passenger Elegant Stretch Limousines • <713)6 86-3337

20% off When You Mention This Ad!

Automotive Services

of Montrose)blocks

Auto Repairs Service
713-526-3723

1411 Taft Houston,TX. 77019

American & Foreign

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

r^Tl Electrical Repair
Complete Brakes 

p--t Tune-Up
Major or Minor Repair

Call 713-529-8490
for Directory Ad Sales

community
Saturday, July 28 '*
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 713-526-5738.
Q-Patrol walks the streets 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 
713-528-6665.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call for ride locations. 713- 
863-1860.
Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a.m. 281-437-0636.
Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.
Rainbow Fishing Club. Meeting. 713-526-7070.713-880-9235.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center Drop-in hours noon 
to 4 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition. • 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
"Sizzlin' Summer Fabric Sale". 7 a.m. 4617 Montrose 713-526- 
2637.

Sunday, July 29
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 713-869-1686.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite Eucharist I 7:45 a.m.;
Holy Rite Eucharist II 8:55 a.m.;Education hour 10 a.m.; Choral 
Eucharist 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.
Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. Service. 6:30 p.m. 
713-528-6756.
Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
School 10 a.m. Youth Sunday School 11:15 a.m. Handbell Choir 
rehearsal 1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.
Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. Service 
10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Sunday School for 
children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 orwww.communitygospel.org.
Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 a.m. 713-529-8225.
Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal Baptist. Service 9:30 a.m. & 
education hour 11 a.m. 713-668-8830.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8:30 a.m.
& 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.
The Women's Group. Meeting & Discussion. 10:45 a.m. 713-529-8571.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St. Service 
10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.
First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 10 a.m. 
Christian Education. 11:30 p.m. 713-468-9543 orfcc-houston.org.
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum 10 a.m. Service 11 
a.m. 713-686-5876.
Gay Catholics of St. Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m. worship service. 
Dinner and social, alexcam@wt.net. 713-623-0930
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation: Adult discussion 
9:45 a.m. Service 11 a.m. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.
First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Brunch available 10:30 a.m. Panel Discussion. 1:30 p.m. 713-526- 
5200. church@firstuu.org.
Anarchist Black Cross Federation/Anarchist Reading Group. 1 
p.m. www.houstonabc.org. 713-595-2103
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. to noon. Memorial Park at the
Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center • 803 Hawthorne.^JI 

713-524-3818.

monday, July 30
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support group. 8 p.m. 
www.GayFathers-Houston.org or 281-505-1788.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830-3000.
HIV testing. STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 1 p.m. to 6:15 
p.m. 713-626-2837.
Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show. 8 to 10 p.m. KPFT 90.1. 713- . 
529-1223.
AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.

Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, 
Ext. 208.
gayDAR. Wellness Community. Support Group. 7 p.m. 713-526- 
1017, Ext. 211.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours from 
6 to 9 p.m. •. Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition 
•803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
"Homosexuality and the Bible" Workshop. 7 p.m. Maranath^^ 
MCC. 713-528-6756.
StoneWall Democrats. 7 p.m. stonewallhouston@hotmail.com.

tuesday, July 31
For Mature Audiences Only. Support group. 7 p.m. Bering 
Memorial UMC. 713-526-1017.
HTGA Support Group. 7 p.m. 713-520-0439.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Club 
Houston. 713-830-3000.
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support Group. 7 p.m 713- 
524-0439.
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang 11 a.m. 713-526- 
1017.
Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mt. Vernon. 713-526-8390. 
Men's Network. Discussion group for social, educational develop­
ment of gay and bisexual men. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling 
Center. 713-529-0037.

■

£ ?

- ■ --'i

MFW

Jack Heifner
Directed by Joe Watts

1

"sexy, silly, romping...filled 
with naked men and frothy 
romance...perfectly naughty 
good fun”

-Houston Press
June 29 thru August 18 Reservations: 
(Fridays& Saturdays only) 713-394-0464

Curtains: 8:00 P.M. 
Tickets $20.00 1415 California St.

Brief Mty...0H MY!
W ,___ _ f..
V tcopy^om:
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calendar
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Open; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.
Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom. 
@ hour free dance workshops. No partner heeded. Beginner. 2 
Step, Waltz, Shuffle & Swing Drop in anytime. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-

(^WCIasses. 3 p.m. 713-607-7700.
^^Ket Houston. Men's Social. 7 p.m. 713-467-4380.

Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition. • 
Lesbian Power Dating. 7:30 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
Bi-Net Houston. Men's Mixer. 713-467-4380.
Houston Outdoor Group. Monthly meeting and mailout. 713- 
522-7809.

Wednesday, aug. 1
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 2015 
Thomas Street 713-793-4026.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mary's, 
Venture-N & EJ's. 713-830-3000.
BiNet Houston. 7:30 p.m. Women's Social. 713-467-4380
Women's Network. Montrose Counseling Center Discussion 
group for- social, educational development of gay and bisexual 
women. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.
Project: Caesar. Workshops. AFH. 3203 Weslayan. 713-623-6796.
Out Skate Rollerskating Club. 8 to 10 p.m. 8075 Cook Road. 281- 
933-5818.
Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal. 713-526-

«
ual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Bible Study 7:30 p.m. Resurrection 

713-861-9149.
Freelance Art Classes by Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ individuals. 1 
to 4 p.m. Lunch provided. 713-523-9530.
Houston Tennis Club. 7:30 -9 p.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis
Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com
Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. 713-523-3037.
Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 Yale. 713-527-0931. 
www.houstonprideband.org.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Various Support Groups 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.
Center for AIDS. Women's mixer. 7 p.m. 713-527-8210.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to
9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition • Free
HIV testing and counseling 6- 9 p.m. • Houston Committee for 
People's Radio. 6:30 p.m. 713-524-3818.
Center for AIDS. Women's mixer. 713-527-8210.
Classic Chassis Car Club. Monthly meeting. 713-797-8615.

thursday, aug. 2
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open rehearsal. 7 p.m. 4807 San 
Felipe. 713-521-7464.
Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. 2 hours.free Line 
Dance instruction. No partner required. Drop in anytime. Brazos 
River Bottom. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.
Hep C Recovery. Support Group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, 
Ext. 211.
STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Toyz 
Disco. 713-830-3000.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.
Lambda Skating Club skates. 8 p.m. Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 
www.lambdaroll.org. 713-410-7215.
FrontRunners. Running Club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.
HIV Art Therapy Program. 1 to 4 p.m. Kermit Eisenhut. 713-523- 
9530.
Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.
Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235 or 
www.communitygospel.org.'
Gay Houston. New social group for all ages. * p.m. 713-526-9318.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition 6:30 p.m.
• 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

friday, aug. 3
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) 
Meeting. 713-942-7002.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. Rich's. 
713-830-3000.
STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 
3000.
Q-Patrol walks the streets. 9 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Kolbe Project. Morning Prayer. 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.
Houston Tennis Club. Houston Tennis Club. 7:30 -9 p.m.
Memorial Park at the Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com
Positive Art Workshop. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer. 713-526- 
1118.
Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM. 7 p.m. 713-526-5738.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition. 
Lesbian Movie Night. 7 p.m.. • 803 Hawthorne. • 713-524-3818.

To list an event, call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529-8490, fax at 713- 
529-9531, or e-mail editor@houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Friday 
at 5 p.m.

THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations
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Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

We do catered events for up to 200 people!
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224 
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

Home Sweet Home
In Business Since 1989

Perfection Plus
Domestic Services 

Specialists in Detail Cleaning
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

BONDED FOR YOUR PROTECTION 
MOVE-INS/MOVE-OUTS • SPECIAL PROJECTS 

WEEKLY - BIMONTHLY
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1989

$1000OFF j 
First Cleaning । 
We Supply All Cleaning 1 
Products & Equipment >

. — — — — — — _ — — — m

FREE ESTIMATES By Phone 
(713) 895-2766

Make Ready • 
Residential & Commercial •

Detail Cleaning 
Service

• Residential
• Commercial
• Make Ready
• Since 1994
• Insured
• References

832.251.0723 • Cell 713.851.3425

t/ your home
HOME REPAIRS OF ALL TYPES 

paint • pressure wash • HVAC 
landscaping • roofing 

wood repair • sheetrock repair 
small repairs welcome

Cookie Wyatt
call 713.681.5727 • 713.480.5400 cell

^ Body^ Mind and Spirit /

* Lounge * thongs *
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1207 Spencer Hwy • Allen Genoa 
IS minutes south of downtown 

Take I*-4S South, exit 
College'*Airport, go east 3 miles

One Hour XXX
Photo Lab A

Adult
Videos
2 for *\9.90

♦ CLl/B WEAR * SWIX WEAR *

Penis-Enlargement.net
FDA Approved vacuum 

pumps/surgical. Gain 1-3". 
Permanent & safe. Enhance 
erection. FREE Brochures! 
Latest enlargement info: 

(619)295-HUNG or 
900-976-PUMP ($2.95/min.)

if your hair 
isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to me.
DON GILL

STUDIO 911 
713-521-0911 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Roland

Bl
MASSAGE
Absolute Let-Go
<^manmassage.net

713.942.2399
♦ Montrose Location
• 7 days/evenings
• Visa/Mastercard
♦ Outcalls welcome

Call 713-529-8490 
for Directory 

Ad Sales
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Houston
classifieds

Houston Classifieds deadline is Monday at noon

ANNOUNCEMENTS

L.U.E.Y ART 
CONTEST

Let Us Entertain You is looking for 
artwork submissions for the Pin & 
Poster design for LUEY 2002 • For 
information call 713-880-2628.

COMPUTER FRO
VOLUNTEER

Advisor needed to help set up 
Quick Books 2001 • AIDS Housing 
Coalition of Houston • 713-521- 
1613 •

MONTROSE
COTTAGES

Seeking new or gently worn items 
for AIDS Transitional Housing 
Program. Furniture • TV • Radio • 
Twin size* sheets & blankets • 
Household items • Drop off by 
appointment • 713-521-1613

Youth Empowering 
Advocates

Outreach center for homeless 
youths is seeking donations: 
Clothing hygiene supplies towels 
books videos & backpacks. Call 
Andrea @ 713-523-9324

COMMUNITY 
RESALE 

CLOSING
On August 15, 2001 after 16 years. 
We wish to thank our donors and 
volunteers. This is a good and 
strong community which cars for 
its neighbors. We are seeking 
someone who has the capital and 
energy for to begin a new pro­
gram. The present site will not be 
available. Please contact us 
between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Wednesday thu Saturday. 713-528- 
2555

GAY ROLLER RIDE
Gay & Lesbian Roller Coaster Ride 
Club
www.angelfire.com/tx2/GayRollerR 
ide. 

MONTROSE

SOCCER CLUB
NEW • Needs players and coach • 
Local and out-of-town tourna­
ments • montroseSG@soccer.com • 
832-489-9004.

PARTY HALL

BINGO HALL
Parties meetings ceremonies 
fundraising Montrose location big 
laser/fog dance floor mahogany 
bar walk-in cooler gamer. Free 
parking security A DJ included. 
Rental proceeds donated to local 
AIDS charity. Your non-profit can 
raise big $$$ playing Texas legal 
Bingo* 713-521-1613.

EMPLOYMENT

HIV OUTREACH 
WORKER

Provides HIV & substance abuse risk 
reduction to high risk population 
in Galveston County • Full-time • 
Salary + benefits • For more info 
call 281-488-2839.

NEW CLUB/LOUNGE

ON FANNIN
All positions • Floor • Door • 
Bartenders • Barbacks • Call Robert 
@ 713-526-3333 • Noon to 6 p.m.

Carpenter's helper • Must be dili­
gent and desire to do quality work 
• Mostly inner loop • 713-923-8181

Interior Green Plant Maintenance 
tech. Xmas decorations • 
Fabrication & installation person­
nel Full Time • Greenspace • 713- 
868-5159.

Experienced bartender needed • 
Apply in person after 4 p.m.* EJ's • 
2517 Ralph • NO phone calls 
PLEASE.

CLUB HOUSTON
Accepting applications for certified 
personal trainers. Apply in person 
@ 2205 Fannin or www.the- 
clubs.com.

MIDTOWNE SPA
Apply in person. Start at $6.50 per 
hour.

FREE EMPLOYMENT 
ASSISTANCE

Offering free employment assis­
tance to HIV+ individuals. Including 
job preparedness, training, resume 
development, and job searching 
assistance. For more info call 713- 
981-1543.

MEATRACK

DOOR PERSON
Hiring • Full or Part time • Apply on 
line at’ www.meatrack.org or call 
713-409-0587.

FOR SALE/RENT
Montrose area • Large 1 bedroom
• Utilities paid • $585/mo + small 
deposit • 713.522.2263

MONTROSE © 
FAIRVIEW

Secluded 1 bedroom garden apart­
ment • Great location • 12 win­
dows • Security • $645. • 713-253- 
2791

Northeast • Immaculate cottage on 
Newport Golf Course • 2/2.5/2 
Quiet Secure country setting • 30 
minute from downtown • Must 
see! $92,900 * 281-328-6861.

Heights • Comfortable garage 
apartment • Conveniently located
• Industrial bath • Separate kitchen
• Recent appliances • No pets •
$425+elec. • $200 deposit • Lease 
required * 713-524-5333. '

Montrose area • 2/1 • Upstairs • 
Covered parking • On-site Laundry 
•$5957mo. * 713-521-0731.

MARVELOUS
MONTROSE

MUSEUM AREA
1/1 & 2/1 available in quiet little 
50's complex • Recently updated 
interiors • Large closets • Laundry 
on-site • Good maintenance • 
Security gate • Lease • Deposit • No 
dogs • $495 & 645 + Bills • 713-929- 
0462.

AUSTIN
Live above Hippie Hollow • 3B/2b • 
Great views • $1500/mp • Gary 
@713-522-9077.

OFFICE FOR RENT
Second floor office available at 
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center • 803 Hawthorne • 
14'X12'6" • Nonprofit GLBT organ­
izations preferred as tenant part­
ners, but all inquires welcomed. 
Call Tim Brookover @ 713-524- 
3818.

OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE •

1700 SF • Great Heights location • 
713-443-9494.

PRIDEREALTY.COM

SALES/RELOCATION

MONTROSE MOVING SERVICE

COTTAGES
1/1 Garden Cottage • $300 and up
• Reserved for People Living with 
AIDS • 90 day MAX • Phone, fur­
nished,AC • Maid paid • No deposit
• Sliding scale fee • No drugs or
Alcohol on property • AIDS 
Housing Coalition AHCH • 713- 
521-1613._____________________

MASSAGE THERAPY

Houston Metro

713.942.2399
• Montrose Location
• 7 days/evenihgs
• Visa/Mastercard
• Outcalls welcome

MASSAGE
Absolute Let-Go

PLANNING TO
MOVE?

We'll move you in the right direc­
tion • American Movers • 
Experienced • Trusted • Insured • 
Tx Dot # 5282035C • 713-522-1717 
• www.americianmovers.org • 800- 
522-2670 *

PET SITTING

BOOK FOR YOUR
VACATION

Pets love their own home even 
when you can't be there • 
Established 1995 • Book your vaca­

TOC AR
toucfv

massage for men 
www.inkworkx.com/massage.htm 

713.802.0439
Heights studio • #28496, 28430

JOB STRESS?
TOUGH WORKOUTS?

tion now • Ioyal1989@aol.com • 
Call Loyal at 713.942.8816

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

LIGHTING
Theater or Club • Complete light­
ing system • 16 channel program­
mable board • Dimmer packs • 20 
Fixtures • $1800 • 713-443-9494.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Call now to make your appoint­
ment for a relaxing, therapeutic 
Swedish massage • Body builder & 
licensed therapist • RMT#005930 • 
RANDAL * 713-529-3348 *

A BODY
TOUCH.COM

Experienced man4man massage • 
Sports • Swedish • Deep Tissue • 
Erotic • Mature, strong & tanned 
In-calls only Mature clients wel­
comed .* $65 to $125 • 713-914- 
0833.

SWEDISH MASSAGE

BY PATRICK
• Relaxation • Myotherpy • Deep 
tissue • (RMT#024589) 713-807- 
7109 • 713-501-9852. • 1 1/2 hours 
for $50. 1 Hr. $40.

SUMMER
GETTING
TO YOU

Emotions like fingernails on a 
blackboard? Harmonize them • 
Sprits like a broken tilt-a-whirl? 
Balance them! REIKI Master 
Teacher Bill O'Rourke • 713-864- 
2233 • rainbowprod.com/bilbo.

CHOOSE HEALTH
Your unique mental/emotional 
path to balance required for 
healthy immune system is in your 
eyes • Not iridology • Rayid 
method* $30 * 713-772-9232

M2MB0DY
GROOMING

FOR ACTIVE MEN
Your time for personal attention • 
Full Body Swedish Massage • Jose 
RMT#17316 * 713-397-8286.

BODY THERAPY
Deep Tissue at its finest! Centrally 
located • Out call specialist • 16 
years • Chaz Kolb • 713-712-0270.

MASSAGE THERAPY

AT IT'S FINEST
Swedish • Deep tissue • Sports • 
Reflexology • Don't settle for less • 
In/Out • Hotels • 7 day • Nationally 
certified #016074 • Jeff • 713-825- 
4062.

MASSAGE
Therapeutic • Deep tissue • Jason • 
College guy • 713-863-8888 • 713- 
908-8020.

Body waxing • Clippings • Coloring 
• Personal grooming by Dale. 
Waxing specialist & licensed cosme­
tologist. Private location in 
Montrose. Call 713.529.5952 for 
appointment.

PRESSURE
WASHING

Driveways • Walkways • Patios • 
Brick & more! Call Jason, college 
guy @ 713-863-8888 • Pager 713- 
908-8020.

PSYCHIC EDUCATION

REIKI
All instruction and attunements for 
levels 1-3 • In one weekend you 
become a REIKI Master • Aug 17 to 
19 • Currently 20% off • Reiki 
Master Bill O'Rourke • 713-864-

2233 • rainbowprod.com/bilbo.

ROOMMATES
Seeking GM to share 3/2 house in 
Timbergrove Manor • Just west of 
Heights • Neighborhood is quiet 
and secure • Amenities include: 
Private bath • DW • Microwave z 
Cable TV • W/D • Garage parkir^^ 

Large patio • Seeking Nonsmoker • 
$425/mo. + deposit • 1/2 utilities • 
Pets negotiable • 713-868-2750

Vacancy August 15 • Male • 
$300/mo. • Includes utilities • 2 
bedroom furnished apartment • 
Montrose & Westheimer • 713-523- 
9431_________________________

24 yo hot masseur/student looking 
for someone to share 4b/3b town­
home in Memorial Park • Jason • 
713.863.8888__________________

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT
Retired male seeks part-time job in 
theatrical/entertainment area • 
Computer experience • 713-88° 
4877._____________________

TRAVEL

GALVESTON
Galveston • Alhambra House Guest 
Quarters • Quaint historic 1870 
property • Includes living, 
dining/kitchen, bedroom, bath • 
409-621-2456 
alhambra1870@aol.com • Off- 
street parking • Near beach/trolley.

HOLLYWOOD AT
GAVESTON

The island's 1st Gay resort • 
Clothing optional • Complimentary 
breakfast & happy hour • Seawall 
@ 31st. 409-750-8900 • 1-888-899- 
0899 • www.galveston.com/
hollywood

IF YOU LIKE KEY 
WEST OR HAWAII,

YOU'LL "LOVE" 
PARADISE!

• Now Accepting reservations
• Our beautiful gardens 

make your union ceremony
and reception so extra special 

409-762-6677
Toll Free 877-919-6677

2317 Ave. P • Galveston 
www.galveston .com/paradise

paradise@galve ston.com

THIS SPACE *

COULD BE

YOURS!
Call Carolyn Roberts at 

713.529.8490 or email 

croberts@houstonvoice.com to 

place your classified ad in the 

Houston Voice today!
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» year for the Castro Fair!

$349,

hotel

HOUSTON

CALL Henry at 713-520-0206 for details or to reserve

Hotels avail­
able in many

Leave Thurs., 
Oct. V return

Each includes 
non-stop 
round 
trip air on 
Continental, 
city/airport

H & airport/ 
city transfers, 
3 cocktail 
parties, 
MUNI pass 
(for free bus/ 
trolley/ 
streetcar/sub- 
way rides).
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Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL* Mail completed order 
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490. 
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL croberts@houstonvoice.com
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation. 
Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON

Fl PICK YOUR 
U CATEGORY 
! FREE*: Call for guidelines 

 HIV Services & Education
Volunteers

| Non-Profit Organizations
g ‘First 20 words

INDIVIDUAL RATE $10:
Announcements

I Auditions
 Employment-Seeking
 Pets-Free or Lost & Found 
Roommates

I Personal Websites

! BUSINESS RATE $18:
Auto Repair

B Business Opportunities
• Entertainment
I Help Wanted
। Help Wanted-Seeking

Home Improvement
Items For Sale
 Licensed Massage

I Moving Services
g Professional Services

_ Real Estate For Rent
.Real Estate For Sale

I —
I Call 713-529-8490
| for other categories

era om C33 g~3 GXXB

2 WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

CATEGORY: # OF ISSUES:
Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

TEXT: _________________________________

3 TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $10.00 per week. Additional words at 50« each per week.

Up to 20 words: $10.00
Additional words x 50?: 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  
Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $18.00 per week.
Additional words x 75? per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  
Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $ __

 Name: 
Address:  '
City State Zip  

 Phone______________ _ _________________________________

 Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC  VISA
Card #Exp. /

Signature 
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Occasions
Birthdays
Four Seasons member Ed I. turns over a birth­
day leaf on July 28.

Krewe of Olympus member Clint H. starts a 
parade for his July 28 birthday.

Happy motoring birthdays to CCCC members 
Casey K. (7/22), Greg W (7/26), Paul S. (7/30), 
Ben VB. (7/30), Marsha B. (8/3) and Mike S. (8/3).

Vernon W. sneaks in a birthday on Aug. 3.

Asians and Friends members Karl M. (7/28) 
and Richard D. (7/31) toast to their birthdays 
this week.

Houston Area Bears members David C. (7/28), 
Julio A. (7/29) and Peter E (7/39) claw in a 
birthday this week.

Ron Dixon celebrates his birthday at the Santa 
Fe Bar on Sunday, July 29 @ 1-4 p.m. Ya'll come!

Maranatha MCC member Gerald G. celebrates 
his birthday on July 28.

Jerry Morin sings in his birthday on Aug. 1.

Angelic Hanna Jordon Lindberg 
brings joy to her two 
Mommies and Daddy for her 
4th birthday on July 29.

Meet Nixon, a 6-month-old 
Classic Brown Tabby. He loves 
to play with other kittens but 
also likes lots of human 
attention. To find out more 
about taking Nixon home, call 
the Houston Humane Society 
at 713-433-6421, Ext. 5555.

Sean Carter (center) combined his 
30th birthday celebration with a 
fund-raiser for H.A.T.C.H. and the
Houston Lesbian and Gay 
Community Center. Wishing him 
well were Tim Brookover, presi­
dent of HLGCC and Don Hauboldt
of H.A.T.C.H.

A Boutique i

Friday - Ladies Dart League
Sundays Style Night

Monday ^ I Beer & Amateur Strip
Getaway today!

Richey & Allen Genoa
in So. Houston 713 944 7663

Margaritas
Breakfast 

Huevos Rancheros

Dinner Special 
Fujitas & Enchiladas 

for two $11.95

ProtAolUj * 

serving the

Lunch Specials 
& Midnight Specials 

$3.95 clailtf

’ prices (jood through 7/31/O1

813 RichmonGl • Houston • 713-5^2-2365 • Open 24 howrS

Mexican Restaurant

Noon ‘tillSOam Sun-Wed 
Noon ‘til 7pm Thurs-Sat

lllllllllillllll THE 
KOLBE 
PROJECT

e-mail: info@kolbeproject.org 
or visit our website at 

www.kolbeproject.org

PH.(713)861-1800 • 1030 Heights Blvd.

Houston, TX 77008

CALENDAR

Friday • July 27
Morning Prayer 10am 
Movie Night 7:00pm 

“Lone Star"

Monday • July 30
Eucharist 7:30pm

Thursday • August 2
Potluck 7pm 

Speaker: Montrose 
Counseling Center

Friday • August 3
Morning Prayer 10am

Monday • August 6
Eucharist 7:30pm

Friday • August 10
Morning Prayer 10am

BE fl IlfllllE, HOT fl IWniBER!
t Hl C.ipilal Bdnh, uh’ know our nnloniers litj iwnit’, not <1 nuinbiT. Ulc don’t iwi’n 

Ihiot’ on 111)0 iiuinluT. Hiul when ijou roll, ijou’ll yd o person, not <i nirnu.

YOUR fULL-StRUICE COmillUIUlY BflllR
FDIC 5- Shepherd (it) III. fllalhiina

713/529-0001

H you woiil o smalt tionk alinospht’rt’ with tiiy think idpahilities, 
visit us on Sheptwnl ot Hlathiina. Ule take banking personally.

. <1
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My Stars! by JILL DEARMAN

YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

July 27 - Aug. 2

I ARIES (MARCH 21—APRIL 20)
Z ■ ' X / .1

You have every reason to celebrate life in early August, so don't let petty people spoil 
your party. Your old confidence could return this week as Mercury puts clever words in 
your mouth. At last you can woo and inspire with your tongue—a tongue that is espe­
cially tempting to a Scorpio.

TAURUS (APRIL 21—MAY 20)
The Sun's transit through your home sector could bring out the happy homemaker in 

you. Your job in early August is to teach those around you what you know best: the heal­
ing power of silence. Be both Daddy and Mommy to your friends. Another Taurus is espe­
cially in need of your tender loving care.

y GEMINI (MAY 21—JUNE 21)
You don't always have to put hysterical people first. Make time to get in touch with 

your deepest needs. Balance your need for passionate unpredictability in your love life 
with an equally strong desire for stability in your work life. Follow a Sag's lead.

CANCER (JUNE 22—JULY 22)
Venus goes into your sign at the beginning of August and puts you back in touch with 

the crazy romantic fool that you used to be. You may not understand what's going on 
inside your body, darling, nor inside your mind, so don't jump to any conclusions, yet. 
Avoid major decisions and spend time with a lighthearted Gemini.

LEO (JULY 23—AUG. 22)
Mercury in your sign gives you wit and charm. Perhaps a tad too much! If ever there 

was a time to let down your guard and say, "What's the worst thing that could happen? 
I could get hurt. Big deal," this would be the time. A Taurus wants to be tempted.

,VIRGO (AUG. 23—SEPT 22)
- The Sun's transit through your house of the past could bring you back together with
'''<YL: <z an love, but don't expect it to last. Jupiter in your house of friendship could make you

seem available to everybody, so be careful who you make coffee dates with—especially 
with your best friend's partner. An Aquarius wants to be your lover.

LIBRA (SEPT. 23—OCT. 22)
A chance to improve your standing in the community could present itself in early 

August. Try to be humble and put others first. Study a new religion, philosophy, or take 
a Berlitz language course and speak in tongues with a world-weary Aries.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23—NOV. 21)
The full moon early on Aug. 4 could trigger a bit of necessary upheaval on your home 

front. Competing hard isn't the answer now—letting your brilliance speak for itself is. Let 
a Capricorn come after you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22—DEC. 21)
Pluto is your pal and your rival in early August, as you are forced into the position of 

catalyst once again. Stop obsessing over trivial people and concentrate on the most impor­
tant person in your life: you. All right, if you have to seduce and conquer someone, make 
it another Sag.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 22—JAN. 19)
Now that the eclipses have passed and Jupiter is in your house of love, August could 

turn out to be a highly romantic time for you. Let go of a little self-control and you can let 
more love into your life. Something magical yet strangely logical could begin with a 
Pisces. Why didn't you two get together before this?

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20—FEB. 18)
The full moon early on Aug. 4 in your sign could bring a major revelation in your love 

life. You could finally see that some of the fears you sense in your partners are really your 
own. Delve deeper into your past and explore why you burned the bridges that you did.

PISCES (FEB. 19—MARCH 20)
You are ahead of the curve when it comes to creativity, darling, but your practical abil­

ities are a little weak. Take that extra yoga class or box 'til you drop. You need a construc­
tive physical outlet—in addition to the one you have in a Cancer.

jill Deamian is the author of "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer Astrology for Women." 
For information on charts and consultations, call 212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.
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“Best online matchmaker!”
- HX Magazine, NYC

“A true matchmaker!
- Southern Voice

“America's favorite!”
- Next, NYC

“Rin?”
- The Advocate

W’. s"cC

“Cool Site?”
- Yahoo

99

•Private Photos! •More Photos! *New Mail Features!

.The I'Tiimest lesMaii and (t&v Otilhie Ihtine Serviee!

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH

Join us for Worship Services
Sunday 9 & 1 lam • Wednesday 7pm
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2025 W. 11th St. @ T.C.Jester 
713-861-9149 O www.resurrectionmcc.org
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Grill out in real stVletOW
The 2002 Escalade
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Don Massey Cadill
2520 Main, Houston • 713-874
Your caring, servicing, sellings
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