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A YEAR OF QUOTE/UNQUOTE

Notable quotables in ’01 
Words can be daggers. Ask 
Elton John, who sparked 
controversy in February.
A year in quotes.
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Year in TX brings victory, defeat for gays, page 7
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SOUTH YEAR IN REVIEW

, big losses for Deep South gays
^Activists continue fights 
^ror hate crime laws, job 
protection, DP benefits 
around the region

by JENNIFER J. SMITH

Gay rights battles in the Deep South 
remained a study in contrasts in 2001, with 
historic victories echoed by stunning defeats.

Although the New Orleans City Council 
voted unanimously to codify domestic part­
ner benefits for city employees, voters in 
Houston, approved a charter amendment 
banning the benefits there — despite a 
strong lobbying effort from gay activists.

Several schools around the South enacted 
Biro-gay measures in 2001, including the 

University of Mississippi, which added sexual 
orientation to its non-discrimination policy, 
and South Carolina's Furman University, 
which became the first college in that state to 
offer domestic partner benefits.

But lawmakers in Mississippi and 
Alabama refused to add gays to hate crimes 
laws, and Southern cities remained high on the 
list of new cases of full-blown AIDS.

JANUARY
Pro-gay commercials hit Mississippi 

airwaves. Equality Mississippi, a gay advo­
cacy group, ran first-of-its-kind television 
advertising spots intended to lessen the 
taboo surrounding gay issues in the state. 
The planned 132 spots, costing a total of 
$3,000 and running on MTV and VH1, 

fcharked the first time a gay group took to 
television in Mississippi.

FEBRUARY
Mississippi lawmakers drop hate crimes 

bill. A Mississippi House bill that would have 
added sexual orientation to the state's hate 
crimes law and a Senate measure that could 
have led to a state constitutional amendment 
banning same-sex marriage both died in leg­
islative committees without discussion. For 
gay rights leaders in the state, the failure of 
the pro-gay bill and the anti-gay measure 
meant nothing lost, but nothing gained.

Alabama rally marks anniversary of 
Gaither's death. More than 100 people gath- 

ed on the steps of the State Capitol in 
^Montgomery, Ala., on Feb. 19 in a memorial 
vigil for Billy Jack Gaither, a gay man beaten 
to death by two men in Sylacauga in 1999 
because of his sexual orientation. In his 
memory, state Rep. Alvin Holmes (D- 
Montgomery) introduced House Bill 423 that 
would classify crimes motivated by sexual 
orientation as hate crimes. The state House 
approved the bill by a three-vote margin in 
May, but the state Senate failed to pass it.

TN's first openly gay candidate runs for

Social worker Carlton Cornett became the first openly gay Congressional candidate in Tennessee's histo­
ry when he announced his bid for the U.S. House seat currently held by Rep. Bob Clement (D-Nashville).
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House seat Carlton Cornett announced his 
campaign for the U.S. House of Representatives 
seat currently held by incumbent Rep. Bob 
Clement (D-Nashville). The first openly gay 
Congressional candidate in Tennessee history, 
Cornett, a clinical social worker, is campaigning 
for the Nashville-area seat by promising legal 
rights for same-sex couples, abortion rights, and 
public welfare and health care reform. The race 
will be on the 2002 ballot.

MARCH
Ole Miss adds gays to bias policies. While 

the battle to add sexual orientation to non-dis­
crimination policies can be a difficult fight in 
some places, including the South, a gay stu­
dent group at the University of Mississippi 
won their battle with little turmoil. Ole Miss's 
policies were quietly updated by dropping the 
term "sexual orientation" into the school's 
existing policies at the urging of the campus 
Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Student Association.

APRIL
Alabama Presbyterian church goes 'gay­

affirming.' University Presbyterian Church 
became the first of the denomination's 
Alabama congregations to publicly declare it 
welcomes all people regardless of sexual ori­
entation. The congregation is now affiliated 
with More Light Presbyterians, a national 
organization that calls for the inclusion of 
gay men and lesbian in church leadership.

MAY
TN court rules in favor of lesbian 

mom. The Tennessee Supreme Court 
found in favor of a lesbian mother in a cus­
tody dispute, a case that could have 
national implications for gay parents, legal 
experts said. In a unanimous decision, the 
high court overturned an appellate court's 
earlier decision prohibiting the daughter

of the defendant, Julia Eldridge, from vis­
iting overnight in the presence of her 
mother's lesbian partner.

JUNE
Gays protest Southern Baptist 

Convention in New Orleans. Soulforce, 
led by Rev. Mel White, brought its agenda 
of pro-gay religious reform to New Orleans 
during the Southern Baptist Convention in 
June. While the conservative Baptists were 
inside the Louisiana Superdome passing 
resolutions to "preserve the American fam­
ily" and to "minister homosexuals away 
from their lifestyle," a public protest orga­
nized by White and his Soulforce organiza­
tion led a jazz funeral procession of some 
100 people down bustling Poydras Street.

JULY
Miami jail guard accused of abusing 

trans inmate. An immigration jail guard 
was sentenced July 24 to eight months in jail 
for sexually abusing a transsexual Mexican 
immigrant, even though the victim insisted 
she had been raped twice by him. The pros­
ecution grew out of charges by nine 
detainees that were victims of sexual abuse 
at Krom Detention Center, prompting the 
transfer of all women detainees last 
December. Lemar Smith, 33, was originally 
charged with rape but pleaded guilty in 
May to two misdemeanor counts of sexual 
contact with a detainee in his custody.

AUGUST
Census documents gay couples 

throughout the Deep South. The number of 
reported gay couples in Tennessee increased 
900 percent from the 1990 Census to the 2000 
Census, the largest of any Southern state, 
according to data from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, released Aug. 8. In comparison, 
Florida's same-sex "unmarried partners"

increased 383 percent, Louisiana's increased 
562 percent, Mississippi's increased 609 per­
cent, South Carolina's increased 613 percent, 
Alabama's 659 percent, Georgia's 451 per­
cent and North Carolina and Kentucky both 
increased by 720 percent.

SEPTEMBER
Partner of slain Tampa officer denied 

pension benefits. The woman who shared 
her life with a Tampa police officer slain in the 
line of duty vowed to fight for the officer's 
pension benefits after being denied them. 
Tampa Police Det. Mickie Mashburn was 
denied the pension benefits of her life partner 
of 10 years, Officer Louis Marrero, who was 
shot to death in July by a fleeing bank robber. 
Tampa's police and fire pension board said 
only legal spouses can collect survivor's ben­
efits and the two were not legally married.

New Orleans codifies domestic partner 
benefits. The New Orleans City Council unan­
imously codified Mayor Marc Mortal's domes­
tic partner order into law, making the city one 
of just a handful of Southern municipalities to 
grant DP benefits for city employees.

OCTOBER
KY presbytery votes against removing 

ban on gay clergy. The Transylvania 
Presbytery voted Oct. 13 to reject a propos­
al to permit the ordination of gay clergy in 
the Presbyterian Church (USA). One dele­
gate abstained from the 83 to 50 vote. To 
become church policy, the measure must be 
approved by a majority of the church's 173 
presbyteries before the General Assembly 
meets in June 2002.

NOVEMBER
Full-blown AIDS cases highest among 

Southern cities. Some 13 cities in the 
South, including New Orleans and Baton 
Rouge, were among the top 20 metro areas 
in per capita rankings of new full-blown 
AIDS cases last year, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention. 
Miami tops the list with 58 cases per 
100,000 people, putting the city ahead of 
New York and San Francisco. Other 
Southern cities on the list include New 
Orleans; Baton Rouge, La.; Wilmington, 
N.C.; Columbia, S.C.; and Memphis, Tenn.

DECEMBER
USC faculty approves gay-inclusive anti­

bias policy. The faculty senate at the 
University of South Carolina approved adding 
sexual orientation to the school's Equal 
Opportunity policy, drawing outrage from 
conservative state lawmakers and school 
trustees. The university's president hasn't said 
whether he will forward the pro-gay policy to 
the board of trustees for approval.
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STORY OF THE YEAR

Gay life before and after Sept. 11
by LISA KEEN

One by one, their faces began 
emerging in the press following 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 
There, in photographs that previ­
ously had been seen only by those 
who had been part of their lives, 
were ordinary people on vacation, 
or at home on the West Coast or in 
offices on the East Coast that sky- 
blue Tuesday morning.

With each photo came the story 
of where they were when hijackers 
seized four commercial airline jets 
and slammed them into the 
Pentagon, the twin towers of the 
World Trade Center, and a field in 
Pennsylvania.

An Associated Press report 
this week put the total of people 
killed, identified and presumed 
dead, at 3,015.

The attack took their lives and 
launched a war in Afghanistan 
that overshadows every other 
news story this year.

And it is a story that begins, 
for many gay Americans, with the 
16 victims who, thus far, have 
been identified as gay by friends 
and family.

They include Joe Ferguson, an 
educational outreach director at 
National Geographic, a rugged 
man with a big smile who adopted 
a fox terrier to save it from being 
put to sleep. He died in the plane 
that slammed into the Pentagon.

They include Pamela Boyce, an 
accounting executive on the 92nd 
floor of One World Trade Center, 
with a sassy smile and a fondness 
for competitive disco dancing.

There was Ronald Gamboa, 
striking a fatherly pose with his 3- 
year-old son David in Hawaiian 
shirts. Both were lost, along with 
Gamboa's partner and David's 
other father, Daniel Brandhorst, 
when their plane brought down an 
icon of the New York City skyline.

They include British-born 
Graham Berkeley, who had only 
recently obtained his green card 
after a 10-year struggle to stay in 
the United States, and Jeffrey 
Collman, a flight attendant who 
had asked for an assignment on 
Sept. 11 so he could take off from 
work on Sept. 28, his birthday.

And there was Sheila Hein, 
who had served in the Navy but, 
as a civilian, had been working as 
a visual information specialist for 
the Army at the Pentagon.

There was David Charlebois, in 
the cockpit at the first officer's seat 
on the American Airlines flight 
that hijackers crashed into the

Pentagon, and New York City Fire 
Department Chaplain Mychal 
Judge, who had been administer­
ing last rites to a dying firefighter 
moments before the World Trade 
Center collapsed upon them.

There was Jack Keohane, 
whose partner found him, dying, 
on the street in front of the World 
Trade Center; Keohane had been 
talking with his mother on a cell 
phone when debris from the col­
lapse struck him.

Carol Flyzik, a marketing exec­
utive for a medical software firm, 
had spent countless hours restor­
ing the Victorian home she shared 
with her partner in New 
Hampshire.

William Karnes had moved 
from a small town in Tennessee to 
New York to work as a software 
trainer for a firm that had leased 
the last block of offices available at 
the World Trade Center, on floors 
94 through 100 in Tower 1. A vice 
president at that same firm, 
Catherine Smith, had recently built 
a beach house on the Jersey shore 
with her partner of many years.

Miraculously, Renee Barrett, 
an employee of Cantor Fitzgerald 
on the top floors of the north 
tower of the World Trade Center, 
made it to the ground. But she 
later died, said her MCC- 
Manhattan pastor, of bums she 
sustained in the attack.

Luke A. Dudek, the food and 
beverage controller for the 
Windows on the World restaurant 
at the 107th floor One World 
Trade Tower, did not make it out. 
Sept. 11 was his first day back at 
work, following a vacation he 
spent renovating a new building 
for the flower business he operat­
ed with his life partner.

And then there was Mark 
Bingham, an everyman — a rugby 
player, business owner. Republican, 
only child, world traveler, a protec­
tive kind of guy who considered his 
mother to be "a goddess." He was 
the last passenger to board the 
United flight that wound up on the 
ground in Pennsylvania after, it is 
believed, Bingham and several other 
passengers wrestled control from 
the hijackers, possibly preventing an 
attack on the U.S. Capitol.

There was at least one gay vic­
tim on each of the four flights, in 
each of the three buildings struck, 
and among the rescuers who 
responded to the scenes, and there 
were almost certainly more who 
were gay but who were not out or 
have not yet been identified.

A movement redirected
Their loss was our loss, and the 

nation's loss. But the impact of 
Sept. 11 of gay America, and on 
our movement, is still unfolding, 
just as it is for America generally.

Sixteen minutes after the first 
flight, carrying flight attendant 
Collman and businesswoman 
Flyzik, crashed into the north 
tower of the World Trade Center, 
the second flight, carrying 
Berkeley and Gamboa and 
Brandhorst and their son, crashed 
into the south tower.

At that moment, Americans 
became aware how shockingly 
vulnerable we were to terrorism 
and that our sense of security and 
invincibility at home might never 
be restored.

Thirty-five minutes later, when 
a third airplane, carrying 
Ferguson and co-pilot Charlebois, 
slammed into the Pentagon in 
Washington, that sense of vulnera­
bility intensified.

A fourth plane aimed toward 
Washington crashed into the 
ground in Pennsylvania one hour 
and 19 minutes after it began, 
thanks to the heroism of Bingham 
and his fellow passengers.

The impact for the world has 
already been enormous and is not 
yet fully realized. There is a war 
in Afghanistan and a hunt for 
Osama bin Laden. His capture 

"dead or alive," as President 
Bush has put it — will almost cer­
tainly lead to other attacks.

Taking place at the cusp of 
recession, the attacks have also 
deepened the nation s economic 
downturn, with thousands more 
jobs lost, especially in the travel 
and hospitality industries where 
so many gays make their living.

Political agenda set aside
The president's political agenda 

wasn't the only one sidelined by 
Sept. 11. The gay movement's hopes 
of passing laws on hate crimes and 
employment non-discrimination 
were set aside, at least for now.

A Senate hearing on the 
Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act had been scheduled for Oct. 2. 
And head-counters at the Human 
Rights Campaign are confident they 
already have more than 51 votes, 
after coming so tantalizingly close 
to winning passage five years ago.

HRC hopes a hearing and a vote 
in the Democratic-controlled Senate 
may still come early next year, for 
ENDA and for the Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act, which HRC believes

The Sept. 11 attacks changed the focus 
of legislative matters in Washington, 
D.C., where gay activists — prior to 
the tragedy — had counted votes and 
hoped for Senate passage of a work­
place bias ban and hate crime bill, 
though President Bush has been mum 
on the workplace bill and has said he 
opposes a hate crime bill. With his pub­
lic approval ratings high, overcoming 
Bush's opposition may prove difficult, 
according to political pundits.

ing Hein's death. fl
Support for gays emerged from 

unfamiliar places, even as it was 
inspired by familiar foes.

After Rev. Jerry Falwell, the 
anti-gay televangelist, said on Pat 
Robertson's "700 Club" that gays, 
feminists, "pagans and the abor­
tionists," among others, bore 
some responsibility for the terror­
ist attacks, even conservative talk 
show host Rush Limbaugh chas­
tised him, as did the Family 
Research Council.

"Suggestions of this kind are 
one of the reasons why all conser­
vatives get tarred and feathered 
with this extremist, bigoted, 
racist, sexist, homophobic label qfl 
image that isn't true," Limbaug" 
said on his nationally broadcast 
radio program.

"This is not the time to further 
wound America's spirit by casting 
blame on our fellow citizens," 
agreed FRC President Ken Connor.

The outcry against Falwell and 
Robertson was so overwhelming 
that Falwell apologized and 
Robertson later called Falwell's 
original comment "totally inap­
propriate," even though he said 
he agreed with it at the time.

now has the filibuster-proof support 
of more than 60 senators.

But the GOP leadership in the 
House opposes both measures 
and the president has stayed 
silent on ENDA and said during 
the 2000 campaign that he doesn't 
support HCPA, so both pieces of 
legislation face an uphill battle, 
especially in the post-Sept. 11 
political climate.

Instead, since Sept. 11, gay lob­
byists have focused on fighting to 
ensure that a fair sum of money 
donated to charities and appropri­
ated by Congress for the families 
of the Sept. 11 victims goes to the 
families of the gay victims, most of 
whom had same-sex partners.

Last week, the special master 
assigned the task of doling out 
federal money to the terror vic­
tims said he would not exclude 
gay survivors from applying for 
funds, but their eligibility will 
hinge on state laws that rarely rec­
ognize their legal rights.

Perhaps responding to an enor­
mous call for national unity fol­
lowing the attacks, even the 
Defense Department recognized 
same-sex relationships, acknowl­
edging Pentagon manpower ana­
lyst Sheila Hein's partner and 
assigning her a "casualty officer" 
to help her manage affairs follow-

Old battles, new context
Some old prejudices against 

gays, however, were unmoved.
As the Pentagon geared up tM^ 

send troops to Afghanistan® 
scheduled discharges were sus­
pended for everyone except those 
to be dismissed because of their 
sexual orientation.

When blood banks put out a 
call for donations to help with 
those injured in the attacks, they 
turned away men who have had 
sex with another man at anytime 
since 1977, relying on a Food & 
Drug Administration policy 
adopted 16 years ago, dismissing 
the results of the sophisticated 
blood tests developed since that 
time.

Gay activists reacted quickly 
when the American Red Cros^^^ 
the Salvation Army, and othe^® 
charities initially withheld relief 
services and funds from the same- 
sex partners of attack victims. 
Eventually, some charities agreed 
to include gay partners. That 
money, while important to the 
survivors, amounted to a fraction 
of what the spouses of straight 
victims expect to receive.

— Chris Crain contributed to 
this report.
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NATIONAL NEWS IN REVIEW

2001: Gay numbers, cultural influence rise
Year was one of pivotal politics, memorable 
moments from state capitals to small screen

by ERIC ERICKSON

Like so much in 2001, many of the 
advancements — and setbacks — in gay 
politics, religion and culture that made 
news were forgotten in the wake of the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks.

But despite the tragedy, the year will go 
down as one of continued acceptance for 
gay civil rights.

And unfortunately, the year also saw 
anti-gay bias rear its ugly head.

Unusual partnerships
When George W. Bush was inaugurated 

in January as America's 43rd president, 
some gay activists were waiting in the 
wings, ready to pounce in case the new 
president ignored gay issues.

But in April, it was Bush's far right sup­
porters who were angered when he 
appointed an openly gay man as the White 
House AIDS czar.

Gay activists called the appointment of 
Scott Evertz a victory, as he was both the first 
openly gay appointee by a GOP administra­
tion and to an executive branch position.

Bush made history again in September 
when he named openly gay foreign service 
officer Michael Guest as Ambassador to 
Romania. Unlike the last time an openly gay 
man, James Hormel, was named as ambas­
sador, Guest's nomination publicly ruffled 
few conservative feathers.

The partnership between an openly gay 
man and Romania is striking particularly as 
the nation has one of the worst records in 
Europe regarding treatment of gays.

Other partnerships popped up around the 
country when data from the 2000 U.S. Census 
was released this year. The report showed a 
dramatic jump in the number of reported 
same-sex households and included a gay 
household in all but 22 counties in the country.

While unmarried same-sex partner house­
holds represented half of one percent of all 
America's households, they made up 12 per­
cent of all unmarried partner households, 
according to the Census.

California, New York, Texas and Florida 
'topped the list of states with the largest per­
centage of reported same-sex households. 
Those four states alone accounted for more 
than one-third of all same-sex partner 
households in the country.

Perhaps the most controversial partner­
ship of the year came when oh-so-gay Elton 
John joined controversial rapper Eminem 
on stage in February to perform a duet dur­
ing the Grammys.

Some gays criticized Eminem for anti-gay 
lyrics in his music. John agreed to perform 
with Eminem, saying he couldn't reject the 
"olive branch" offered by the rapper. John's

move was supported by many musicians, 
including Madonna, but maddened some 
gay activists like Robin Tyler who, in an open 
letter to John, said he should "resign from 
your commitment to appear with Eminem at 
the Grammys, or go down in history as a gay 
Uncle Tom who foolishly allowed himself to 
be used as a tool against his own people."

Milestones
Without a doubt the most notable mile­

stone this year is the one gays wished never 
had to be commemorated: AIDS turned 20. 
Federal health officials documented the first 
case of the "gay cancer," what later would 
become known as AIDS, on June 5, 1981 in 
Los Angeles.

In two decades, AIDS went from being 
known as primarily a gay disease to one 
that affects every stripe of life in America, 
from professional athletes and movie stars 
to politicians and children.

While the number of new reported AIDS 
cases has leveled off to about 40,000 annual­
ly, other reports in 2001 show that AIDS is 
quickly becoming a more prominent threat 
in racial minorities, with the CDC saying 
that one-third of all young black men are 
infected with the virus.

The CDC marked another milestone in 
2001 as its Epidemic Intelligence Service 
marked its 50th anniversary in April. Home 
to the CDCs "disease detectives," the EIS 
was responsible for much of the early days 
of AIDS, becoming the subject of the 1993 
HBO movie "And the Band Played On."

In July, Bowers v. Hardwick turned 15. 
The 5-4 decision by the U.S. Supreme Court 
upheld Georgia's sodomy law in the case of 
Michael Hardwick, an Atlanta bartender 
arrested in his own bedroom for sodomy.

Although Georgia's sodomy law was 
overturned by the state Supreme Court in 
1998, activists and attorneys say the stri­
dently worded ruling in Bowers v. 
Hardwick continues to have impact, both in 
court cases around the country and on the 
activists it helped inspire in Atlanta.

And in April, a heterosexual editorial 
newspaper writer for the Rutland Herald 
was awarded journalism's top prize — for 
advocating gay issues. David Moats 
received the Pulitzer Prize for the editorials 
he wrote in support of civil unions for same- 
sex couples.

Vital votes
Homosexuality was, as always, a hot topic in 

religion in 2001. In March, the Presbyterian Church 
USA voted to defeat a measure that would have 
banned same-sex unions.

In June, that same denomination's 
General Assembly voted to recommend lift­
ing a ban on ordaining gay and lesbian cler­

gy. The issue is hardly settled: Presbyteries 
vote on the issue and a final tally won't be 
taken until next year.

At its annual meeting in June, the 
Southern Baptist Convention voted in favor 
of a resolution congratulating President 
Bush for his refusal to designate June as 
"Gay Pride Month," instead asking him to 
recognize the summer month as 
"Heterosexual Familv Pride Month."

The group, meeting in New Orleans, also 
passed other anti-gay measures as Soulforce 
and other gay religious activists protested.

This spring, Maryland's House of 
Delegates voted in favor of a bill banning 
sexual orientation discrimination in housing, 
public accommodations and employment, 
making Maryland the 12th state in the coun­
try to include gays in a statewide bias bill.

In November, voters in four cities across 
the country supported gay civil rights. In 
Michigan, voters in two cities rejected 
amendments that would have prevented 
passage of gay-friendly measures. In Florida, 
Miami Beach voters approved domestic part­
ner benefits for city employees.

The news wasn't as good in Houston, 
where voters approved a ban on domestic 
partner benefits for city employees.

Transitions
Elizabeth Toledo's tenure wasn't even a 

year old when she stepped down as the 
executive director of the National Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force. Initially criticized for 
coming out as a lesbian only a short time 
before her appointment to lead NLGTF, 
Toledo said her decision not to renew her 
contract was for personal reasons.

Toledo's replacement was announced in 
May when longtime Los Angeles gay 
activist Lorri Jean was named the new exec­
utive director. Critics chastised NLGTF for 
naming its seventh consecutive lesbian to 
lead the organization.

Also in May, the ACLU named its first- 
ever openly gay executive director. Attorney 
Anthony Romero became the sixth leader of 
the ACLU, often considered the nation's 
most influential civil rights group.

Romero came under fire by some gay 
activists when he refused to release the 
name of his long time partner. Critics ques­
tioned how the head of one of the nation's 
most influential civil rights groups could 
have a partner who remain unidentified.

"I just hope that the community under­
stands that there are personal reasons, there 
are privacy issues that relate to this," 
Romero said of his partner in June.

Another transition in 2001 brought glee 
to some gay activists. In April, "Dr. Laura" 
Schlessinger said she would stop taping her 
TV talk show, which had been the target of 
a vigorous boycott by activists who said she 
was anti-gay.

Schlessinger issued a statement attribut­
ing the end of her TV show largely to the

Scott Evertz became the first openly gay 
White House appointee by a GOP administra­
tion when President Bush named him AIDS 
czar in April.

boycott of advertisers powered by "portions 
of the gay community." The infamous "doc­
tor" was off the TV airwaves in about six 
months.

The Internet was the home to a huge dot­
com transition that merged the two largest 
gay-oriented Web sites. PlanetOut merged 
with Gay.com's parent company, Online 
Partners, in the spring. The merger drew 
fire from activists who said it would create 
an Internet monopoly for gay news and 
information.

While both sites have maintained indi­
vidual looks and layout, many of the staff 
members work for both.

In July the new company, PlanetOut 
Partners Inc., announced a 10 percent cut in 
it staff, located in San Francisco.

The end of the year also brought the end 
of Pat Robertson's career with the anti-gay 
Christian Coalition, which has been in 
decline for many years. Robertson, 71, 
founded the coalition in 1989, after his pres­
idential campaign failed.

He announced on Dec. 5 his plan to 
resign, and the Washington-based organiza­
tion's board of directors named him presi­
dent emeritus. But gay activists said 
Robertson will still be able get out his anti- 
gay message through his "The 700 Club."

Another transition was announced this 
year, but gay activists have to wait until 2003 
for U.S. Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) to retire. 
The anti-gay lawmaker said in August that he 
will not seek re-election next year.



6 DECEMBER 28, 2001 • HOUSTON VOICE

ALTERNATIVES

BREAK AWAY

WIRELESS

u

AwoMWtf ^20^9
antfftaW3hj I MDe^dBiv

Get Right Through 8000

mwth

Keep up the Pace with Premier

Rate Plans subject to change without notice. Please call

PHONE

Save

Will you be treated in a 
Dedicated Gay Unit?

Will you be cared for by experi­
enced Gay Professionals and 
Gay Support Staff?

Is your Treatment Center dedi­
cated to the Gay Community 
and supportive of our causes?

ALTERNATIVES specializes 
in treating HIV/AIDS-related grief 
and loss. Our HIV specialists are 
available to address all medical 
concerns. Medicare, Medicaid & 
most insurance accepted. 
JCAHO Accredited

75 Whenever Minutes
50& Weekend Minutes

FROM ALCOHOL, DRUGS, 
DEPRESSION & ANXIETY

Tips on Choosing Gay Treatment
Ask:

Are you in a safe & secure Gay 
Owned and Operated facility?

1000 Anytime Minutes
4000
Minutes J

3000 & Week* f month
end Minutes

FREE WWE MAIL & CALLER »INCLUDED!

Motorola 2282

600 Whenever Minutes
2000 Weekend Minutes

Beware of:
V Treatment centers and pro­

grams that exploit the gay com­
munity.

ALTERNATIVES is the 
nation's only GAY OWNED AND 
OPERATED alcohol, drug and 
mental health program whose 
leadership has provided over 25 
years of pride and service to the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and 
Transgender Community.

Get Right Through 5000
TOO./ WW/TFT?

500 Anytime Minutes
2500 todConned

Minutes
2G0G Night & Week­
end Minutes

FREE VOICE MWL & CALLER ID INCLUDED!

SAVE 
$100 

on the
NEW 
iSOsx

Now Only

^49"

NEXTPLS wBmmMfWS Sass&s:

Preinier
PAGING & WIRELESS

FREE
Nights and Weekends 
with any Home Plan 
of $29.99 or higher J

]^ic^eam

tAAOO
fL.

Communicate with Us.
Houston Stafford

713.465.8883 281.575.8500
Premier Paying & Wireless for complete details. Discounts and coupons may not ba combined. Approved credit and one year agreement ^re

' 2000 Whenever Minutes’ 
2000 Weekend Minutes

fAAAh*0(1*9
Stim t>ew?r 2 »'■ J •Jff’orth

Motorola 2282

SM

^CEkr^CEi^feOArQCafliWg 
arvte/^

Call Today: I-800-DIAL.-6AV (1

i

1000 Whenever Minutes
2000 Weekend Minutes

tnlMMOrg
cehmr: 2 /sftat month

Authorized



HOUSTON VOICE • DECEMBER 28, 2001 7

TEXAS NEWS IN REVIEW

Mixed bag of highs, lows for Houston
Victories held in check 
by defeats for gay 
Texans in 2001

by PENNY WEAVER

In the history books, 2001 for gay Texans 
may be recorded as a strange mixture of 
both victory and defeat, hopes realized and 
hopes dashed.

Gay Houstonians had progress on the 
agenda early in the year as the Houston City 
Council considered offering same-sex 
domestic partner benefits. While Mayor Lee 
Brown and gay leaders later dropped that 
effort in favor of a non-discrimination ordi­
nance, the move was deemed successful 
when that ordinance became law in July.

Perhaps the biggest issue of the year was 
City Prop. 2, a measure to prevent the city 
from offering health and other benefits for 
domestic partners of its employees. The 
proposition was approved by a narrow mar­
gin, a defeat that many gay activists still 
hailed as progress, particularly in light of 
the last similar vote in the city.

In that 1985 battle, Houston voters over­
whelmingly rejected civil rights for gays. 
But this year, even in defeat, gay 
Houstonians found some hope for the 
future, and made several marks of progress.

JANUARY
Council considers domestic partner 

benefits. Houston City Council members 
were set to consider issuing health benefits 
to same-sex partners of city employees. 
Openly gay Council member Annise Parker 
helped power the issue before the panel.

FEBRUARY
Mayor switches tack in DP debate. 

Houston Mayor Lee Brown, who had pro­
posed a measure to offer domestic partner 
benefits for city employees, dropped that 
plan in favor of a sweeping anti-bias ban. 
Gay activists in the city supported the 
change in tactics.

MARCH
Court upholds homosexual conduct 

law. The 14th Court of Appeals upheld the 
Texas homosexual conduct law in a case 
that originated from the 1998 arrests of two 
gay Houstonians. John Lawrence and Tyron 
Garner were charged with sodomy after 
sheriff's deputies found the men engaged in 
sex in Lawrence's home. The officers had 
responded to a false third-party report of an 
armed intruder. The case has been appealed 
to the Texas Supreme Court.

APRIL
Sodomy repeal bill progresses. 

Legislation, sponsored by gay-friendly Rep. 
Debra Danburg, D-Houston, to repeal the 

state's sodomy law passed a House commit­
tee. The bill was aimed at striking down the 
homosexual conduct law, which prohibits 
sodomy between same-sex couples. Texas 
decriminalized sodomy, defined by the law 
as anal or oral sex, for heterosexuals in 1973.

MAY
Texas lawmakers protect, rebuff gays. 

Gov. Rick Perry signed into law the James 
Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Act, which provides 
enhanced penalties for crimes committed 
based on a victim's status as a minority, 
including being gay. Also, the Texas House 
approved a bill to protect schoolchildren or 
their parents from discrimination because of 
factors including sexual preference. But 
later in the month, state lawmakers in the 
Texas House approved a bill that included 
an amendment to prohibit the state from 
recognizing same-sex civil unions.

JUNE
Tropical Storm Allison hits hard. More 

than 30 inches of rain from Allison killed 23 
people and caused $5 billion in damage to 
southeast Texas. Local organizations serv­
ing gay Houstonians sustained millions in 
damages.

Court upholds non-discrimination 
order. The Texas Supreme Court dismissed 
a lawsuit challenging Mayor Lee Brown's 
city hall policy banning discrimination 
based on sexual orientation. The lawsuit 
was brought by City Council member Robb 
Todd, who challenged the mayor's right to 
issue the order.

Police officers participate in Pride. Gay 
members of the Houston Police Department 
marched in the annual Pride Parade for the 
first time ever. The HPD contingent includ­
ed two police cars, and four officers rode 
and walked the length of the parade route.

JULY
Openly gay judge appointed. Mayor 

Lee Brown appointed Steve Kirkland, an 
openly gay man, Associate Justice of the 
Municipal Court of Houston. He is only the 
second openly gay judge in the city's court 
system. Nominated by Houston City 
Council members Annise Parker and 
Gabriel Vasquez, Kirkland was given a 
green light for the job during Pride week in 
June by the entire Council.

Non-discrimination ordinance passes. 
Houston City Council members approved a 
measure to protect gay municipal employ­
ees with a 10-4 vote. The proposal was co­
sponsored by Mayor Lee Brown and 
Council member Annise Parker and out­
laws discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation, race, religion, age, gender or 
disability for city employees.

Gay Houston man murdered. Juan 
Manuel Miyar-Laris, 38, was found stabbed 
to death in his Galleria-area apartment on 
July 21. There was no sign of forced entry

The only openly gay member of the Houston 
City Council, Annise Parker this year helped 
champion anti-discrimination legislation and 
fight against the anti-gay City Prop. 2, which 
eventually won narrow approval by voters.

and nothing was missing from the apart­
ment, so police believed Miyar-Laris knew 
his killer.

AUGUST
Police kill suspect in gay man's murder. 

Following a pursuit, Houston Police officers 
shot and killed Haywood Louis Ogburn, 33, 
a suspect in the murder of gay Houstonian 
Juan Manuel Miyar-Laris. Police had served 
a warrant at the suspect's residence and he 
fled the scene, leading to the pursuit and 
eventual shooting by law enforcement offi­
cers. Ogburn became a suspect in the case 
after a Crime Stoppers tip.

New trial ordered for gay death row 
inmate. Convicted for the 1983 stabbing 
murder of W.T. Wise of Houston, Calvin 
Burdine's case on appeal was championed 
by defense attorneys and gay civil rights 
advocates who alleged homophobia and a 
poor defense as contributing to his convic­
tion. An appeals court ordered a new trial 
for Burdine, stating he was denied his right 
to a fair trial because his lawyer slept during 
the original proceedings.

Census reveals gays in all parts of 
Texas. The release of Census 2000 data from 
Texas showed that gays live in almost every 
county in the Lone Star State. Those figures 
show that Texas ranks third — behind only 
California and New York — in the percent­
age of same-sex households reported. Of the 
nearly 600,000 same-sex households shown 
in Census figures, 7.22 percent are in Texas. 
Houston reported 6,076 gay households; 
Dallas came in at 4,988, San Antonio with 
2,278, Austin at 2,532 and Fort Worth at 
1,245.

SEPTEMBER
Gay man murdered in his home. Two 

men were charged after police pursued two 

vehicles stolen from the Montrose home 
where Cesar Antonio Vela, 70, was found 
killed. Troy Lee Bailey, 31, was charged with 
capital murder, and Curley Charles Simien, 
43, was charged with felony theft in the 
case. Vela, a retired airline executive, was 
found dead in his home. Police believed he 
was strangled.

Anti-gay measure put on ballot. 
Conservative Dave Wilson and his group, 
Houstonians For Family Values, powered a 
move to collect enough signatures to put on 
the city's fall ballot a measure that would 
prevent the City of Houston from offering 
health insurance and other benefits to the 
domestic partners of its employees.

OCTOBER
State to appeal gay death row inmate's 

case. Chuck Rosenthal, Harris County dis­
trict attorney, announced that he had asked 
the state attorney general to appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court the case of gay death 
row inmate Calvin Burdine. Although 
Rosenthal indicated the state would appeal 
the case to the U.S. Supreme Court, no fur­
ther action was taken in 2001.

NOVEMBER
Anti-gay City Prop. 2 passes. Despite a 

unified and strong effort by gay political 
activists and gay-friendly supporters, voters 
approved the anti-gay City Prop. 2, which 
prevents the City of Houston from offering 
health insurance and other benefits to same- 
sex domestic partners of its employees.

Gay votes key in mayor's race. Aiming 
for another term, Houston Mayor Lee 
Brown battled against former City Council 
members Chris Bell and Orlando Sanchez. 
The incumbent and Sanchez won enough 
votes to compete in a runoff. Annise Parker 
earned re-election and avoided a runoff by 
gaining just more than 50 percent of the vote 
for her at-large post.

DECEMBER
Pro-gay mayor re-elected. Lee Brown 

won a third and final term in office by a slim 
margin of 52 percent to 48 percent garnered 
by his opponent, anti-gay Orlando Sanchez. 
It was a mixed victory in the runoff for 
Houston City Council seats, however, as 
some pro-gay candidates won but others 
lost. Gay-friendly Ada Edwards prevailed 
in District D, which includes heavily gay 
Montrose, while pro-gay candidates 
Claudia Williamson and Andrew C. Burks, 
Jr. were defeated.

Maxey to step aside. The only openly 
gay state legislator in Texas, Rep. Glen 
Maxey, a Democrat, announced he would 
not seek re-election. Houston gay political 
activists said the loss of Maxey — who was 
put into a new area with two other liberal 
lawmakers by Republican-powered redis­
tricting — will diminish the voice of gays in 
state politics.



8 NEWS DECEMBER 28, 2001 • HOUSTON VOICE

EDITORIAL

Another year of infamy for gay Americans
STAFF

Executive Editor
Chris Crain

Editor
Penny Weaver 

editor@houstonvoice.com

Production
Kyle Willis

Contributors
Laura Douglas-Brown, Lisa Keen 

Eric Erickson, Trayce Diskin

Webmaster: Douglas Wright

Photographers
Dalton DeHart, Kimberly Thompson

Advertising Sales
Wanda Faulkner
Sales Manager 

wfaulkner@houstonvoice.com

Edward Anthony 
Account Executive 

eanthony@houstonvoice.com

Administration & Sales Support
Carolyn A. Roberts 

croberts@houstonvoice.com

National Advertising Representative 
Rivendell Marketing Company, Inc.

212-242-6863

k WindowMedia Publication
A? f''

Publisher- Window Media LLC 
President- William Waybourn 
Editorial Director- Chris Crain 
Financial Director- Chris Reid 
Sales Director- Peter Jackson 

Art Director- Rob Boeger 
Marketing Director- Eric May

the greater Houston gjbt chamber of commerce

National 
dCaV 
r Newspaper 
J Guild

MEMBER

CHARTER MEMBER
Established 1974 as the Montrose Star.

500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 200 
Houston, Texas 77006 

(713) 529-8490 
Fax: (713) 529-9531 

www.houstonvoice.com 
Contents copyright 2000

Office hours: 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. weekdays

To submit a letter
Letters should be fewer than 400 words. We 
reserve the right to edit for content and 
length. We will withhold names upon 
request, but you must include your name and 
phone number for verification. Please send 
mail to Houston Voice, 500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 
200, Houston, Texas 77006; fax (713) 529-9531 
or e-mail to editor@houstonvoice.com. 
Opinions expressed therein do not reflect 
those of the Houston Voice.

All material in Houston Voice is protected by federal copyright 
law and may not be reproduced without the written consent of 

Houston Voice. The sexual 
orientation of advertisers, photographers, writers and cartoonists 
published herein is neither inferred or implied. The appearance 

of names or pictorial 
representation does not necessarily indicate the 

sexual orientation of that person or persons.

Houston Voice accepts unsolicited editorial material but cannot 
take responsibility for its return The editor reserves the right to 

accept, reject or edit 
any submission.

All rights revert Io authors upon 
publication. Guidelines for freelance 

contributors are available upon request.

Issue 1105

by CHRIS CRAIN

It hadn't been 60 years since our last day 
of infamy.

For many Americans, Sept. 11 was the 
first time in their lives that they had felt so 
galvanized, so unified in their grief and 
their anger, and in their determination 
never to let such evil be repeated.

But it hasn't been nearly that long for 
most gay Americans. On Oct. 12,1998, anoth­
er fall day just three years ago, we learned 
that Matthew Shepard had passed away. The 
slight 21-year-old — who still wore braces — 
had slipped from a coma several days after 

being robbed, beaten, burned, tied up and 
pistol-whipped, his skull so badly fractured 
that surgery couldn't help.

Across America, we held our vigils, 
shared our pain and our rage, and then set 
about the task of doing what we could to 
prevent hatred of our kind from ever tak­
ing another life.

Sept. 11 was different, of course. This 
time, we grieved alongside an entire 
nation — feeling more united than singled 
out. It's been said by some that the terror­
ists who struck that day are guilty of a hate 
crime, too, of enormous proportions.

If the rhetoric of the radical Islamists 
responsible for Sept. 11 is to be believed, they 
are fearful of how Western culture, backed by 
American might, threatens their backward­
looking, ultra-traditionalist way of life.

But in the strict legal language of hate 
crime laws, our victims weren't targeted 
because of their nationality or even reli­
gion. The hate was focused more on our 
culture and our values. The target wasn't 
Christian or Jewish or secular, but a society 
that permits all of the above, along with 
Muslims and those of other faiths, to co­
exist peacefully.

Even before authorities pinned the 
crime on Osama bin Laden and his network 
of terrorists, Americans (and the Western 
world generally) knew instinctively that we 
were all targets. It was a hate crime of sorts, 
aimed at all of us.

In the same way, gays in America (and 
around the world) felt instinctively three 
years ago that it could have been any of us 
up on that fencepost in Wyoming, left to die.

Because Matthew Shepard was targeted 
at least in part for being gay, his murder 
changed the course of the gay movement, 
focusing attention on violence against gays 
and the need for hate crime laws. For many 
straight Americans, the compelling and 
sympathetic story of this young man was 
the first time they ever identified with 
someone targeted by homophobic hate. He 
could have been their son, their brother, 
their friend.

After her son's death, Judy Shepard 
released a statement that received broad 
distribution. "Go home," she said, "give 
your kids a hug, and don't let a day go by 
without telling them you love them." The 
universal pain of a mother's grief resonat­
ed with America in ways that thousands 
of faxed press releases from gay rights 

organizations never could.
It's still early, but the Sept. 11 terror 

attacks may have a similar galvanizing 
effect for the gay rights movement, among 
us and those we still must convince. With 
the media more willing than ever, espe­
cially since Matthew Shepard, to tell our 
.stories, the country has learned about the 
heroism of gay men like Mark Bingham 
and Father Mychal Judge, though many 
press outlets found a gay Catholic priest, 
chaplain to the New York Fire 
Department, too hot to handle.

And among all the families who lost 
loved ones in the terror attacks, the gay sur­
vivors are finally getting their share of 
attention, after initially being ignored by a 
press ethic that sometimes still treats homo­
sexuality as a dark secret.

Ever since that horrible day, Americans 
have wrapped protective arms around 
those who lost loved ones in the terror 
attacks, donating unprecedented millions 

Unmarried Sex Partners!" Four days before 
Christmas, the group's leader, Rev. Lou 
Sheldon, is sharing with the country that 
his organization is "deeply concerned that 
tax dollars may go to the unmarried sex 
partner survivors of those who died in the 
events of 9-11."

Could we script this any better? Many 
Americans will never forget how Rev. Fred 
Phelps and his clan loudly protested at 
Matthew Shepard's funeral, holding signs 
that said, "Fag Matt in Hell." Falwell, 
Robertson and now Sheldon, are proving 
yet again how tone-deaf prejudice can be.

The impact of Sept. 11 will also help 
redirect our movement in important ways. 
In addition to the new attention on legal 
recognition of our relationships, gay 
Americans have now become as interested 
in events around the world as our straight 
fellow citizens.

To date, the gay rights movement in this 
country has been incredibly insular, with 

Three years ago, we mourned alone, singled out for who we 
are. This time around, our grief and anger is shared by a 

nation, and our enemies, domestic and foreign, are on the run.

for their support. Now, in trickles that are 
gathering momentum, reports are coming 
out about how the gays who first suffered 
from the loss of a life partner, now are fac­
ing unfair treatment from public and pri­
vate funds set up to assist them.

Just last week, the special master 
assigned to oversee the distribution of fed­
eral funds to victim families set the stage 
for what could be ugly confrontations 
between the blood families and the chosen 
families of the gay victims from Sept. 11. 
Under the rules announced last week, state 
probate law will determine who is eligible 
to collect compensation for those killed in 
the terror attacks.

Most states, even progressive and gay­
friendly ones, provide little or no official 
recognition for same-sex partners. If the 
press does its job, many Americans will 
now learn, in incredibly compelling fash­
ion, how unjust and unfair the system is. 
Men and women who have lost their life 
partners, shattering lives and plans built 
over many years together, will be entitled 
to nothing, while families of origin will col­
lect everything, even though most did not 
rely at all financially on sons and daughters 
who left home years earlier.

Just look how the fallout from the terror 
attacks has laid bare the frighteningly cold 
agenda of our opponents. Tinky Winky was 
nothing compared to the marginalization 
visited upon Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson 
after they infamously agreed that gays were 
among those to blame for Sept. 11.

After the special master's announce­
ment last week, the Traditional Values 
Coalition rushed to release a press state­
ment headlined, "No Tax Dollars to 

almost no attention paid in the gay press and 
in our organizations to the plight of our 
brothers and sisters outside the U.S. We may 
celebrate their victories, mostly in Europe, 
but we do not address their persecution.

The attention now on the Middle East 
and the Islamic world has awakened that 
interest, offering an important opportunity 
to groups like the International Gay & 
Lesbian Human Rights Commission. So far, 
the leftist politics of the IGLHRC leadership 
in San Francisco has squandered that 
chance, twisting the group's mission to 
oppose military attacks on the Taliban 
regime, which was perhaps the most bru­
tally anti-gay in the world today.

Like the attack on Matthew Shepard 
three years ago, the Sept. 11 attacks have so 
many lessons relevant to our movement, 
albeit in more indirect fashion.

The terrorists, for example, were moti­
vated by an exclusionary brand of reli­
gion that aspires to government power, 
so perhaps the larger lesson about sepa­
ration of church and state won't be lost 
on the public.

And the failure of moderate and pro­
gressive Muslims to establish an effective 
counterweight to the conservatives and 
radicals who control most of the world's 
mosques is an invaluable lesson about 
how the fight for an inclusive society can­
not pause on Sunday, at church, or 
Saturday, at synagogue, or on Friday, at 
Muslim prayer services.

C/iris Crain is executive editor of Houston 
Voice and can be reached at ccrain@window- 
media.com.
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The best of viewpoints pages, 2001
Editor's note: With so much attention the 

last three months on the war against terrorism, 
it's hard to remember the months preceding 
Sept. 11. Here you'll find excerpted the best 
from our viewpoint pages before that day of 
infamy.

Michael Alvear
Resolutions for 

2001
NBC: Have Will 

Truman guest-slut 
on Showtime's 
"Queer As Folk."

Log Cabin 
Republicans: Make 
Mary Cheney your 
honorary president.
She's just like you — white, rich, and clos­
eted. Plus, she's been on her knees for Bush 
a lot longer than you have.

Lying just to get laid:
I'm not sure when it first happened. I 

guess a couple of years ago when I sensed 
the truth was getting me nowhere. So I lied. 
It started after meeting some hot 20-some- 
thing I met at a bar. He asked me an inno­
cent question, but in the tone you ask for 
someone's HIV status: "How old are you?"

Lying about your age is like lying about 
your sexual orientation. It's a way of using 
credit to buy your way into acceptance. 
Only later, when the bill comes due, do you 
see the true cost of the purchase.

The lesbian embrace of ugly
Why are gay women so afraid of beauty?
There is a relentless sameness in most of the 

lesbian world, a dullness that pervades things, 
not just in the way they look, but in everything 
around them — their bars, their restaurants, 
their cars, their homes. Almost everything 
about the lesbian aesthetic reminds me of the 
Post Office: Plain, boring and ugly.

The lesbian embrace of all things ugly also 
seems to be a refusal to support the patri­
archy's standard of beauty. Well, you go, girls.

But in your zeal to give patriarchy the finger, 
you lost your hands, arms, bodies and soul.

Ladies, you've cultivated uglinessTong 
enough. I say cast off your potato sacks and 
show a little leg.

Erin O’Briant
Pity the 

wretched lesbians. 
Trembling in our
tacky tube socks at 
the specter of 
female beauty, clad 
only in natural­
fiber gunne sacks, 
stumbling blindly 
in the face of gay
male loveliness. Bullshit.

Michael Alvear makes plenty of prepos­
terous generalizations about lesbians. What 
sad souls Alvear must have encountered in 
his slog through the supposedly monolithic 
lesbian community.

Lesbians do have our own styles — from 
punk to corporate to hippie to high femme to 
andro to stone butch — and many of them 
come up short when measured by main­
stream standards of beauty. But we don't care.

If a few insular gay men don't think 
we're gorgeous, so be it. Doesn't matter to 
me. I'm busy salivating over the dykes in 
stompin' black boots and tight T-shirts.

Rev. Jim Webb
The Great 

Lavender Divide
While it will be a 

challenge to bridge 
the "great racial 
divide" in America, 
scaling the great 
Lavender Divide 
among gays will 
also be tricky.

Coming out in college, I believed I had 
reached the Promised Land of complete accep­

tance when I stepped into my first gay bar. But 
the shock is still fresh in my mind from the first 
time I was singled out at a gay bar and carded 
— even when none of my white friends were.

I've run into racism on the black side of 
the divide, too. The gay community is a 
microcosm of society. The same racism, racial 
resentments, fear, distrust and elitism exist.

But we have a unique opportunity to 
move forward in a dialogue of healing 
because we have a more unique understand­
ing of discrimination and its pernicious 
effects on the human mind, heart and soul.

Stephen Fallon
Bitter break-ups
Love was sup­

posed to be a grand.

••

self-sustaining fire. 
That's the way it is 
in the movies, 
where love con­
quers all. When 
people run up 
against the clunky
human limitations of real relationships, 
they feel cheated. It was all supposed to be 
about sunsets and orgasms, not about
yawning through visits from your lover's 
rowdy friends, paying bills together or 
debating who snores louder.

Some guys find a way to reorient their 
expectations, to take simple pleasure in things 
like holding hands on the drive to Target for 
the new bathroom light bulbs.

Others alternate between the flip sides of 
the storybook world: All guys are evil bas­
tards; but wait, this new guy is an angel, and 
everything will be easy now. Yet the whole­
sale demolition of happy memories brings its
own pain.

The big AIDS lie
I'm compiling a list of stupid slogans 

about HIV and AIDS. Remember this one? 
"AIDS. It's everybody's problem." I'll let 
you in on a secret. That's a lie.

Just this month, a new study insinuated 
the most unsupportable lie of all: that les­
bians are at significant risk of HIV infection. 
The truth is, lesbians are probably the least 
at-risk demographic group of all 
Americans, right behind convalescent 
nuns. HIV is a disease that gets put inside 
of people through penises or needles.

AIDS remains a social problem for les­
bians. Our lesbian friends have served self­
lessly as caretakers for gay men.

While so many gay men hide from the 
truth in a drug-soaked dance of denial at 
circuit parties, lesbians are there to pick up 
the pieces.

I guess AIDS really is everybody's prob­
lem. It's just not everybody's disease.

Mark King
The normaliza­

tion of AIDS
Until the mid 

'90s, we had tremen­
dous prevention 
campaigns. They 
were called funerals. 
Nothing today offers 
such stark motiva­
tion. I once thought 
people who took
sexual risks were blithely screwing on the 
bodies of my dead friends. But any activist, 
educator or physician who still feels the 
same needs a time-out.

The relative danger of risky sex now 
feels, to many, on a par with plenty of 
other life-threatening habits. And the fact 
remains that most gay men make 
thoughtful sexual choices, whatever they 
may be.

Barebacking as psychotic behavior is a 
myth. Any men who actually want HIV 
comprise a sick little corner of life only the 
Internet could reveal.

Focusing on this phenomenon tells me 
we finally got tired of demonizing circuit 
parties and needed a new target of scorn.
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2001 according to Ron Williams
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OURSELVES ON OUR SUCCESSES -
even the ones you never hear about.

IUU mork/ INSTITUTE

Ask for Cass our 
Holy Union Jewlery 
Specialist Pride Institute is the best place for gay men and lesbians 

to get help dealing with chemical dependency, depres­
sion, anxiety or other behavioral health issues. That’s 
because many lesbians and gay men don’t succeed in 
traditional, straight-run treatment programs. (How can 
you recover if you can’t be yourself?)

But most patients do succeed at Pride.

Many of our graduates are eager to share the secret of their 
success. In fact, about a third of our new patients are 
referred to us by Pride alumni.

Visit www.pride-institute.com and find out why Pride is 
the place to deal with chemical dependency, sexual 
addiction or other mental health issues if you are gay, 
lesbian, bisexual or transgender.

Choose to recover where you can be yourself.

•Holy Union Rings and
Loose diamonds our specialty

• Custom jewelry designers
•Appraisals by on-staff

GIA Gemologists
•Certified Swiss watchmaker 

on premises
•World famous brand watches

Houston's Bridal & Diamond Headquarters
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6 «Thu. 10-9

3841 Bellaire Blvd. • 713-668-5000
VAVW.tjWtJWkaxtHH

800-54-PRIDE
www.pride-institute.com
Minneapolis - Fort Lauderdale - Chicago - New Jersey - New York City - Dallas/Fort Worth

Holy Union Rings
......................... . ...... .

IT'S TIME TO PICK UP THE BOYS AND GO ALL NIGHT...
Take home the entire first season of QUEER AS FOLK!

SUNDAY JAN 6 CiWDME
©2002 Showtime Networks Inc. All rights reserved. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a Viacom Company.

rwc Fmar season

■ 5

2nd SEASON

PREMIERE

SPECIAL COLLECTOR’S EDITION DVD 
with 3 HOURS of exclusive BONUS FOOTAGE:

VHS and DVD box sets ON SALE JAN 8!
Original soundtrack available On RCA VICTOR
More at queer.^.com

> Behind-the-scenes outtakes
£ Special Edition episodes with cast and producer commentary

Exclusive extended scenes
Enhanced DVD-ROM with web access to secret site

b Season 2 Sneak Preview
jfr>-

...AND MUCH MORE!

I
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All Phases of Tree Care 
Residential and Commercial
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the Best

BAfiTKTT BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS 

www .bar tlett.com

1719 West 24th St., Houston, TX 77008

718-862-4777
Certified Arborists 

James Doyle & ’Timothy Leach
Guided by The Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories and Experimental Grounds, Charlotte, NO

Was $W5 now only 89.951

BRING THE BOYS HOME FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS

Was $ 130 now only 99.95!

Order oaline at C1TV.com/southernvoice m at 1 •877*919-2188.

BUY 1 G£T 1 Hitt!
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January
"My words are like a dagger 

with a jagged edge that'll stab 
you in tne head, whether you're 
a fag or lez, or the homosex, 
hermaph or a trans-a-vest, pants 
or dress. Hate fags? The answer's 
yes. Homophobic? Nah, you're 
just heterophobic."

— More lyrics from rapper Eminem's 
Grammy-nominated 

"The Marshall Mathers LP"

February
H"rm a big fan of [Eminem's] 
ffusic and I said I would be delight­
ed to [perform a duet with him at 
the Grammy Awards]. I know I'm 
going to get a lot of flak from var­
ious people who are going to pick­
et the show. ... I'cT rather tear 
down walls between people than 
build them up. If I thought for one 
minute that ne was a hateful bas­
tard, I wouldn't do it."

— Elton John to the 
Los Angeles Times, Feb. 9

Elton John and Eminem

\ / 2
F '’A#? ... AUg

'You faggots can vanish to volcanic 
ash and re-appear in hell with a can of 
gas and a match.'

—Lyrics from rapper Eminem's Grammy-nominated 
'The Marshall Mathers LP'

"By agreeing to appear on 
stage as back-up singer to Eminem 
at the Grammys, you are spitting 
on the grave of Matthew Shepard, 
and every other hate-crime mur­
der victim. ... Your choice is clear: 
Resign from your commitment to 
appear with Eminem at the 
Grammys, or go down in history as 
a gay Uncle Tom who foolishly 
allowed himself to be used, as a 
tool against his own people."

— From a Feb. 13 open letter to 
Elton John by longtime 

lesbian activist Robin Tyler

March
"I don't know what all the con­

troversy is about, quite frankly. 
I've met Eminem. I met him back- 
stage. And he's really gay. About 
the gayest guy you'd ever meet."

— Grammy Awards host Jon Stewart 
during the ceremony

gL"l thought we were going to 
’grow old together and we'd be 
there for eacn other for the rest 
of our lives."

— Ellen DeGeneres on her breakup 
with Anne Heche to Britain's Now mag­

azine, March 22

"On a scale of one to 10, I'll 
give him a 20. He's all man. I wish 
every man were so gay."

— Ines Misan, singer Ricky Martin's 
new gal-pal, as quoted in the British 

tabloid the Sun, March 22

April
"Unfortunately, [my TV show] 

never even had a chance for the 
audience to decide... because 
the advertisers were intimidated 
and threatened by GLAAD and 
their constituency. ... So, they 
couldn't get advertisers because 
they were scared and upset. And 
so, the stations put me on at two 
in the morning."

— Dr. Laura Schlessinger on CNN's 
"Larry King Live," April 2

May
"While [Tom] Cruise thorough­

ly respects others' rights to follow 
their own sexual preference, he is 
not a homosexual and had no 
relationship of any kind with Kyle 
Bradford and does not even 
know him."

1frorri a $10.0 million lawsuit filed 
May 2 by Tom Cruise against porn actor 

Chau Slater (Kyle Bradford) who, the 
suit alleges, told the French publication 
Acustar he's having a sexual affair with 
Cruise. Slater/Bradford denies speaking 

to the magazine.

June
"I figure I'm doing the early 

mid-life crisis, dating a 26-year- 
old and buying a Camaro."

— Lesbian rocker Melissa Etheridge on 
her new relationship with Tammy Lynn 

Michaels, who stars on the WB TV series 
"Popular," as quoted by Fox News, June 7

"I don't know that I would 
want to [continue], if my lover 
left. ... Should I have said that, 
about being your lover?"

— Matthew Broderick, asked by USA 
Today in a joint interview how long he and 
Nathan Lane would continue in co-starring 
roles in the Broadway hit "The Producers"

"It's too late. The rumors have 
started."

— Nathan Lane, responding to 
Broderick in the same USA Today interview

"I didn't understand it then, I 
don't understand it now."

— Singer Melissa Etheridge, on her 
reaction to learning that her former long­
time partner Julie Cypher was "no longer 

gay," as quoted by USA Today, June 15

"I think Elton John would sing 
with a toilet-roll holder if he thought 
it would get him more publicity.... It's 
sad that [Eminem] has to stoop to 
that level [of homophobia in his 
music]. I'd sti I shag him, though. "

— Boy George on Elton John's 
Grammy Awards duet with Eminem as 

quoted by peoplenews.com, June 28

July

"I cannot believe we have this 
redneck, good-old-boy, illiterate 
doofus as leader or the free 
world. When we have someone 
like Gore who is smart and moti­
vated and caring and compas­
sionate? I cannot oelieve it."

— Openly lesbian actress Tammy 
Lynn Michael of TV's "Popular" to 

mightybigtv.com, July 14

August
"Friends, no. We're co-parents and 

definitely meet and agree and can 
participate on a level of oarenting for 
our children. We live back-to-back. 
Our houses [share a yard], so the kids 
have this sense of home in one space. 
So we meet there, [but] I wouldn't 
say we have a happy friendship."

— Rocker Melissa Etheridge on Julie 
Cypher, who recently broke up with her 
after 12 years, announcing that she was 
no longer gay, to Etc. magazine, Aug. 3

September
'7I really don't want to talk 

about her, but I will say that noth­
ing surprises me."

- Ellen DeGeneres on Anne Heche's het­
erosexual marriage and pregnancy, 

to the Associated Press, Sept. 13

October
"If it means more money, sure."

— New York City Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, agreeing to appear in drag on 

Showtime's "Queer As Folk" to raise 
money for disaster relief in the form of 

pledges from members of the Empire 
State Pride Agenda, as quoted by the 

New York Post, Oct. 12

November
"It's such a great thing that I'm 

gay because I could not stand to 
put up with a crying woman now. 
I couldn't do it."

—Contestant Brandon Quinton on 
CBS TV's "Survivor," Nov. 8

December
"I don't think pornography 

like that should be lying 
around where innocent people 
can read it in the lonely 
stretches of the night."

— Gay actor Sir Ian McKellan, star 
of the upcoming "Lord of the Rings," 
on why he tears out the pages of the 

Gideon's Bible containing Leviticus 
18: 22 — "Thou shall not lie with 
mankind as with womankind; it is 

abomination." — when he finds the 
books in hotel rooms.

''I'm not gay. [I blurted it out 
and thought I should] just run 
with it. Free publicity. It should 
be wonderful for my career."

— Ellen DeGeneres, during her host 
monologue for the Dec. 15 episode of 

"Saturday Night Live." She thanked 
her husband "Jerry" for minding the 
fort while, "Here I am, gaying it up, 

fruiting around."
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excuses

Montrose Clinic tests lor 
HIV, Syphilis and HepC 
at a variety of locations 
in the Montrose area.

Coll7I3-l3O-3O7O
for a list of localions.

X MONTROSS CUNK
bodypositive wellness center

215 Westheimer • Houston, TX 77006 • ww.monfroseclinic.org

TUtM'M HFW WEST

BYPAUL RUDNICK 
DI RE CT ED BY JOE WATTS

ADAM & STEVE 
JANE AMABEL

2

mvt BULLITT&APAM CUNCI COUPLES HATALICAUISU&HHHY YAU
ONE CARPEN OF EPEN

PRESENTS

ONE HILARIOUS NEWCOMEPY 
FCATURINC: BBLINPA BABINU. TANYA BRYAN. MARY HOOPIR, 

TAAVI MARK AND MICK PHWIN

M15MtaiS$t. for mature AUPiEMEi- contmns nubitv Reservations:
FRIDA«45*TURDAYSDE<WBER7THRUFEBRUARnCURTAIN:8PM 71J.J94.0464

____ "Engaging, entertaining...A winning Production!"
-The Houston Voice

BERING MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

SANCTUARY FOR ALL

God s Recoucifin^ Louie!
Join Us For New Years Eve Holy Communion 

from 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.

Rev. Marilyn Meeker-Williams Senior Pastor
1440 Harold Street at Mulberry • Houston. TX 77006 • 713,526.1017 • www.beringumc.org

.C'i'P
. J---- ■

■ ' s

I
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Ornamental and 
Architectural Concrete

< ><4: Z

The Montrose Singers, Inc. d,b.a. Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.

Frazier’s 
.'B.

<^VER TWO ACRES OF ORNAMENTAL & ARCHITECTURAL 
CONCRETE HOME & GARDEN DECOR

• Party Favors
• CHAMPAGNE AT MlDNlOHT

• Late-Night Breakfast
• Entertainment and Dancing
• CocktaiiJBlack-Tie Suggested

chamber
the greater Houston glbt chamber of commerce

We also feature dramatic residential & commercial 
fountains and accessories.

Business Highway 290 East in Hempstead 
Open every day but Wednesdays from 9 to 6 

409-826-6760

•Tickets: $65, $85 and $150 

For reservations and information, 
call the Chamber Hotline at 713/523-7576

l >7

No Auditions!
All men are welcome to join the
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston 

in our exciting new season 
with new director Mr. James Knapp

Dec. 31, 2001, at the Warwick Hotel I

Come celebrate New Year s with your GLBT 
Community and Friends! Everyone is welcome.

brinbon
THE
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Singing

Rehearsals are Monday evenings (7pm-10pm)
beginning January 7th
at Bering Memorial United Methodist Church 
1440 Harold Street
(off of Westheimer in Montrose)



16 DECEMBER 28, 2001 • HOUSTON VOICE

New South 
Kitchen & Bar

Sunday
Famous Gospel Brunch

Thursday
Fried Chicken 

$3.75 Foxmopolitans

Cafe Zorro • 905 Taft • 713.528.9691
Nuevo Wavo Latino Cuisine

Lunch only M-F llam-2pm

Available for private parties & events, evenings & weekends

HOURS
Monday-Thursday llam-lOpm
Friday-Saturday 1 lam-11pm
Sunday llam-9pm

2&15 S. SHEPHERD 
HOUSTON, TX 7709$ 
713.523.5FOX 
WW.FOX DINER .COM

OOJyfeitingHouston's only fondue restaurant has 
f'xien voted one of Houston’s "Most Rotniuidc Dining 
Expcnences.” Come join us for a unique and intimate 
dining experience in a casual bur comfortable environ- 

We offer a wide variety of entrees as well as our 
WGa-derfal cheese appetizers, bur don't forget our 
chocolate desserts that have made us famous! We are 
now featuring the uhim&re in dining pleasures.

a fondue restaurant
Dip into something different?M

couple f'3350 pwpewon-

a

■

eating out
RESTAURANT REVIEW

Must style forego substance?
Restaurant makes a new 
stop for trend-seekers

by TRAYCE DISKIN

Entering Hotel Derick, the new bou­
tique hotel across from the Galleria, one 
can't help imagine that scores of fearful, 
bemused guests must be hiding out in the 
rooms above while trend-crazed, dressed- 
to-kill locals commandeer the lobby floor.

The upscale but oh-so-hip hotel is 
impressive in its sleek, minimalist decor, 
which blends effortlessly into the interior 
of Ling and Javier, the hotel's signature 
restaurant. Bone white walls and plush, 
sprawling couches dominate the lounge 
area, and the dim lighting and deep-green 
throne dining chairs help create the uber­
trendy stage where the crowd gathers to 
see and be seen.

The problem, however, is that with fac­
tors such as velvet ropes and bouncers at 
the entrance and egregiously poor 
acoustics, there's nothing the least bit sub­
tle or relaxing about a night of drinks and 
dining.

Ling and Javier, ironically, flaunts its 
minimalism in your face.

This is not to imply that the staff is as 
stuffy or pretentious as the atmosphere. 
Midriff-clad hostesses do their best to 
honor reservations, and servers take the 
time to explain menu items and specials to 
each diner individually (with the loud 
music and chatter, delivering any informa­
tion to a group is nearly impossible).

Perhaps the problem is that the lounge 
portion seems to spill over into the dining 
area. Although there are pockets of relative 
quiet, make sure you're sitting next to an 
adequate conversationalist. You won't be 
able to hear a thing from anyone else at 
your table.

After a few bites of our entrees, we 
began to suspect that perhaps all the bells 
and whistles had a purpose — to distract 
diners from the often lackluster cuisine. But 
before this harsh epiphany, the appetizers 
gave us hope. The Siu Mai Pot stickers with 
Shrimp and Vegetables ($9) featured succu­
lent shrimp and were well-steamed and 
tasty, especially due to the mandarin 
orange dipping sauce. The Wok Roasted 
Shanghai Mussels ($8) were also lauded for 
the sweet soy and chile sauce, but the mus­
sels themselves were withered and 
scrawny.

The Lobster Cantonese Packages ($12) 
achieved near perfection with crispy dough 
that cradled lobster marinated in white 
wine and peach nectar.

The menu divides itself among small, 
middle and large categories, known to less 
cultured diners as appetizers, salads and 
entrees. The main dichotomy, though is 
between Chinese and Cuban cuisine. And

while we liked the idea of specializing in 
food from two regions, rather than con­
forming to the popular "fusion" route, it 
proved just another case of style over sub­
stance.

The specialty, Peking Duck with 
Scallion Pancakes ($20), consisted of overly 
dry meat and bland, oily crepes. The Pan 
Fried Grouper ($18) sat beneath a bed of 
brown butter, almonds and mashed plan­
tains, but retained little flavor from these 
accompaniments. The Five Spice Chicken 
Breast with Drunken Onions and Soy ($16) 
was well-cooked and abundant, but to our 
dismay, the enticing-sounding "drunken 
onions" were merely sliced white onions 
sloshed with a gelatinous soy sauce.

The Orange Blossom Beef with i 

Peas and Cashews ($18) was a serious dis­
appointment to one of our friends, who 
lamented each piece of tangled, fat-strewn 
piece of meat.

The Red Snapper Steamed in Banana 
Leaf ($20) was a rare high point with its 
moist, tissue-soft meat and a piquant 
Pineapple Mojo on the side. At first I was 
surprise to find out that "mojo" was just 
another word for something between a 
salsa and marinade, but just like Austin 
Powers' secret ingredient did to the 
International Man of Mystery, this culinary 
version gave the snapper its zest.

Ling and Javier offers an excellent wine 
list and dessert menu. However, if you like 
a little conversation, relaxation and quality 
with your dining, you may want to search 
elsewhere. But if the scene of the moment is 
your thing, gather your entourage anc|^ ? 
up at the velvet ropes.

W Opt for bread, water at home 

wiw °A * * * * * * * * * K'if y°u real|y must 

WWW Fine for most

A four course feature that truly completes rhe fondue experience.
CHEESE fondue course

Swiss or Cheddar Cheese Fondue, 
Seasoned To Perfection Table-Side

SAIAD COURSE
Bitter Sweet-California Salad, Chefs 
Salad or Mushroom Salad

MAIN COURSE
Twin Maine Lobster Tails, Center-Cut 
Filet Mignon, Japanese Tiger Shrimp, 
Choice Sirloin Teriyaki, Breast Of 
Chicken.
Accompanied By An Exotic Assortment 
of Vegetables and Sauces.

DESSERF
Milk, White or Bitter-Sweet Dark 
Chocolate Fondue!
Accompanied By Fresh Fruits and Cakes 
for Dipping

WWWW W°rth the drive, so live a little 

WWWWW As 9ood as it gets

Food:

Service: !®l i@l t®i

Value: W W

Scene: 1®l !®l !®l

Ling and Javier ChinoCubano 
2525 W. Loop South 
713-297-4383

I n g. xk rx, c j a v i e i
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Maranatha Fellowship MCC
Maranatha Fellowship MCC is on the Move!

Sunday Morning Services At Our New Location & Time:
। 3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at 10AM

For more information, call the church office 713.528.6756

Please Join Us For Sunday Morning Service And Experience 
The Love That Maranatha Fellowship MCC Has To Offer!

December 30th Carolyn Lindsey, guest speaker, will present the message

Wishing fill a Safe & Prasperaus flew year!

Please join us in 2002 for Praise and Worship 

We Would Love to Have You Visit Us.

Church Service begins at 10am and 
nursery is available for small children. 
Mid-week “Home Group" services on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713-528-6756 or email 
maranatha@e vl.net

''Building Community Through Compassion'1

Maranatha
Fellowship f2

Metropolitan
Community Church '■

December 31,2001 * 11 pm

Free and open to the community!

New Year's Eve "Watch Night Service"

NEW YEARS SERVICE

4^#

.c j< <

ON YOUR 
.NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us! 
Montrose Inn 
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We're right IN the neighborhood. 
And priced right! 

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to 15 gay bars. 

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-*1228 
713-520-0206 
montroseinn.com

■ — - - - - - —  1 ■ ■ —-

Uncensored Visions

La. E ye works

...... A

EYEWEAR

3966 Westheimer, Highland Village • Houston, TX 77027 • 713-622-4411
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Friday* Jan 4
Morning Prayer 10am

Friday; Dec 28
No Morning Prayer 

Movie Night 7pm 

"Pearl Harbor"

THE 
KOLBE 
PROJECT

e-mail: info@kolbeproject.org 
or visit our Web site at 

www.kolbeproject.org
Happy New Year

Office Closed Dec. 31 & Jan 1st

PH.(713)861-1800 • 1030 Heights Blvd.

Houston, TX 77008

—
lllllllllllll

DON'T LOSE ALL YOU'VE 
WORKED FOR...

CALL
BREENA 

KOBY
SALES AGENT 

(0) 281-240-7028/281-564-3736 
(M) 832-443-7972 

LET'S TALK!

INCOME REPLACEMENT-buy it 
before you become sick/disabled for 
30 days or more

INNOVATIVE LIFE-it has many new 
features (eg-it grows cash fast!)

LONG TERM CARE-covers nursing 
home, home care, adult day care, etc.

*other insurance policies available

SCHMERLER AGENCY

Ray

Your 
Community 
Insurance 
Agency!

713.661.7700
For Auto, Home, Renters 

Life, Health, Business Insurance 
and much more.

6575IV. Loop South, Ste. 185 
Bellaire, TX77401 

unvw.SchmerlerAgency. com

1I
I

W/',?/,'' .................................i ,

Ma tin

WESTMORELAND

rockwell

DECORATOR SHOWPLACE 
3/2-1/2 PLUS MEDIA ROOM 
IN THE HEART OF MONTROSE 

$379,119

® Jr

A-x-- -

community 
calendar f
Saturday, dec 29 
every Saturday
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a m. to 3 a.m. 
713-526-5738.
Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 
713-880-2872.
Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a.m.
281-437-0636.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call for 
ride locations. 713-863-1860.
Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m.
713-453-7406.
Q-Patrol walks the streets 9:30 p.m.
Convenes at community center. 713-528-SAFE.
E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com
Rainbow Fishing Club. Meeting. 713-526-7070 
or 713-880-9235.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m.
1805 W. Alabama. 713-528-6665.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center.
Drop-in noon-4 p.m. • Center cleanup, 10 a.m. • 
Texas Association for Transsexual Support, 3 p.m.
• STAG (Some Transgenders Are Guys), 7 p.m. • 
803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Sunday, dec 30
every Sunday
Anarchist Black Cross Federation/Anarchist
Reading Group. 1 p.m. www.houstonabc.org. 
713-595-2103
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church.
Services at 8:30 & 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 
a.m. 713-526-1017.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Sunday School for children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 
or www.communitygospel.org.
Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal
Baptist. Service 9:30 a.m. & education hour 11 
a.m. 713-668-8830.
First Congregational Church (Memorial).
Service at 10 a.m. Christian Education, 11:30 p.m.
713-468-9543 or fcc-houston.org.
First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at
9:30 & 11:30 a.m. Brunch available, 10:30 a.m.
Panel discussion, 1:30 p.m. 713-526-5200. 
church@firstuu.org.
Gay Catholics of St. Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m.
worship service. Dinner and social. 
alexcam@wt.net. 713-623-0930.
Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all 
ages 9 a.m. Service 10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269. 
Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 a.m.
713-529-8225.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m to noon.
Memorial Park at the Tennis Center.
houstontennisclb@aol.com

Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church.
Service, 6:30 p.m. 713-528-6756.
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women.
713-869-1686.
Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 and 11 a.m.
Adult Sunday School, 10 a.m. Youth Sunday
School, 11:15 a.m. Handbell Choir rehearsal, 
1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite

Eucharist I, 7:45 a.m.; Holy Rite Eucharist II, 8:55 
a.m.; Education hour, 10 a.m.; Choral Eucharist, 
11 a.m. 713-528-6665.
The Women's Group. Meeting and discussion. 
10:45 a.m. 713-529-8571.
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation.
Adult discussion, 9:45 a.m. Service, 11 a.m. 281- 
277-8882. www.tuuc.org.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County.
502 Church St. Service, 10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult for^|
10 a.m. Service, 11 a.m. 713-686-5876.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center.
Drop-in 2- 5 p.m. • LOAF (Lesbians Over Age 
Fifty), 2 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. • 713-524-3818.

monday, dec 31
every monday
AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling 
Center. 713-529-0037.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with 
HIV. 713-830-3000.
gayDAR. Wellness Community. Support Group.
7 p.m. 713-526-1017, Ext. 211.
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support group.
8-9:30 p.m. Grace Lutheran Church. Tom, 
713-726-8736.
www.geocities.com/gaydadshouston/
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open 
rehearsals, 7 p.m. 713-521-7464.
Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m.
Bering. 713-526-1017, ext. 208.
HIV testing. STD exams and treatment. Fre^^ '

AVES. 1-6:15 p.m. 713-626-2837.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at 
the Tennis Center. 713-692-2703.
Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800. 
Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show. 8-10 p.m. KPFT 
90.1. 713-529-1223.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry.
Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 936-441-1614.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center.
Drop-in 6-9 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

tuesday, Jan 1
Psychic and Health Expo. Noon to 6 p.m. 
Information on aromatherapy, acupressure, chiro- 
practics and more. Admission: $2. Centerpoint for 
Body, Mind & Spirit, 1920 Hollister. www.center- 
pointhouston.com. 713-932-7224.

every tuesday
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gan^Q^
11 a.m. 713-526-1017.
CPR Classes. 3 p.m. 713-607-7700.
For Mature Audiences Only. Support grOup.
7 p.m. Bering Memorial UMC. 713-526-1017.
Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to mid­
night. Club Houston. 713-830-3000.
Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mt. Vernon. 
713-526-8390.
Gay youth. New program for young gay males, 
ages 18-29. 7 p.m. 614 Avondale. 713-533-9786.
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support 
group. 7 p.m 713-524-0439.
Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience 
necessary. Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA.
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Kay, 713-208-1529.
HTGA. Support group. 7 p.m. 713-520-0439.
Men's Network. Discussion group for social, edu­
cational development of gay and bisexual men.
7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry.
Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 281-633-2555.
Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons.
Brazos River Bottom. Two-hour free dance work­
shops. No partner needed. Beginner. 2 Step, 
W^j^Shuffle & Swing. Drop in anytime. 8:30 
p.^0 3-528-9192.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center.
Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • Lesbian Coming-Out Group, 7 
p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Wednesday, Jan 2
Classic Chassis Car Club. Monthly meeting. 7 
p.m. Blue Agave Restaurant, 1340 West Gray. 
www.ClassicChassisCarClub.org. 713-797-8615.

every Wednesday
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church.
Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Various support groups, 7 p.m. 
713-526-1017.
Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's 
Episcopal. 713-526-6665.
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m.-l 
p.m. 2015 Thomas St. 713-793-4026.
Freelance Art Classes. By Kermit Eisenhut for 
HIV+ individuals. 1-4 p.m. Lunch provided.
713-523-9530.
Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 Yale. 
7^Bh?7-0931. www.houstonprideband.org.
nWRon Tennis Club. 7:30-9 p.m. Memorial Park 

at the Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com 
Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. Meets 
every other Wednesday. 713-383-6738.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry.
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 936-441-1614.
Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Bible Study 7.30 
p.m. Resurrection MCC. 713-861-9149.
Women's Network. Montrose Counseling Center 
discussion group for social, educational develop­
ment of gay and bisexual women. 7 p.m. 
Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center.
Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • Free HIV testing, counseling, 
6- 9 p.m. • Houston Committee for People s 
Radio, 6:30 p.m. • Bi-Net Houston. 7:30 p.m. 713- 

524-3818.

thursday, Jan 3
C^Ph^sbian Jewish Study Group. Monthly ses­

sion convenes first Thursday of each month. 7.30- 
9 p.m. Congregation Beth Israel, 5600 N.
Braeswood Blvd. Alan, 713-523-3673, or e-mail 
ahurl 11@aol.com.

every thursday
Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880- 
9235. www.communitygospel.org .
Free HIV Testing. By the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. Toyz Disco. 713-830-3000.
FrontRunners. Running club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522- 
8021.
Gay Houston. New social group for all ages. 7
P.m. 713-526-9318.

Hep C Recovery. Support group. 6:30 p.m. 
Bering. 713-526-1017, Ext. 211.
HIV Art Therapy Program. 1-4 p.m.
Kermit Eisenhut. 713-523-9530.
Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience 
necessary. Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. 
Kay, 713-208-1529.
Lambda Skating Club. 8 p.m. Tradewinds.
Skating Rink, www.lambdaroll.org. 713-410-7215. 
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry. 10 a.m. - 
6 p.m. 281-633-2555.
Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons.
Two hours free line dance instruction. No partner 
required. Drop in anytime. Brazos River Bottom. 
8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.
STD exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626- 
2837.
Spanish Charla Conversation Group. Empire 
Cafe, 7 p.m. Email charlahouston@msn.com. 713- 
416-7203.
Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. 
Drop in 6-9 p.m. • Monthly board meeting, 7 p.m. 
• 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

friday, jan 4
Service of Healing. For persons living with 
HIV/AIDS. First Friday of each month. Christ 
Church Cathedral Golding Chapel, 1117 Texas 
AVe. 7 p.m. 281-331-4851.

every friday
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with 
HIV. 713-830-3000.
Govinda Yoga Club. Free yoga classes at 3115 
West Loop South, No. 21. 713-439-0455.
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals 
(H.A.T.C.H.) Meeting. 713-942-7002.
Houston Tennis Club. 7:30-9 p.m. Memorial Park 
at the Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com 
Kolbe Project. Morning prayer, 10 a.m. 
713-861-1800.
Lesbian & Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM. 7 p.m. 
713-526-5738.
Q-Patrol. Walks the streets. 9 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center.
Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • Hawthorne Men's Club, 7:30 
p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818

volunteer/self-help
Gay & Lesbian Help line. For gay, lesbian, bisex­
ual, transgender and questioning youth. Staffed 
by volunteers of all ages. 6-11 p.m. Monday- 
Friday, 5-10 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
888-340-GLBT.
Peer Listening Line. Youth only. Staffed by GLBT 
youth for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and 
questioning youth. 5-10 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
800-399-PEER.
Volunteers needed. Trauma volunteers needed 
at Memorial Hermann Hospital to comfort and 
support family members in the emergency and 
trauma departments. 866-666-6772.
To list an event, call 713-529-8490, 
fax at 713-529-9531,
or e-mail editor@houstonvoice.com.
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

American & Foreign

Electrical Repair
Complete Brakes
Tune-Up

3-rl Major or Minor Repair

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

Auto Repair & Senrice

713-526-3723
1411 Taft Houston.TX. 17019

Alignments
Brakes

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

KAEHLER CLEANING
Make Ready • 

Residential & Commercial •

In Business Since 1989

Perfection Plus
Domestic Services

Specialists in Detail Cleaning
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

BONDED FOR YOUR PROTECTION 
MOVE-INS/MOVE-OUTS • SPECIAL PROJECTS 

WEEKLY - BIMONTHLY 
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1989

$1000OFF ; 
First Cleaning । 
We Supply All Cleaning 1 
Products & Equipment ■ ■ ■■■■■■■■■■■■ MM M M M M M M J

FREE ESTIMATES By Phone 
(713) 895-2766

Penis-Enlargement.net
FDA Approved vacuum 

pumps/surgical. Gain 1-3". 
Permanent & safe. Enhance 
erection. FREE Brochures! 
Latest enlargement info: 

(619)295-HUNG or 
900-976-PUMP ($2.95/min.)

1307 Fairview 
(3 blocks west of Montrose) 

713-529-1414

if your hair 
isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to me.

• AUTO • HOME • LIFE • 
LOW COST AUTOS 

LOW COST RENTERS 
MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

TONY MAY 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

NATIONWIDE 
INSURANCE 
713-807-8264

'Cooper v
TIRES

DON GILL
STUDIO 911 

713-521-0911 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

THf VClf PIACC
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

NATIONWIDE 
INSURANCE
Nationwide s on your side

STRESS- XWCAS LIVE WUHOLTIT

Convienent Montrose location 

by ap|HHntmcnt only, 11 am tu 8 pm

713-524-4759
KEN CLAUDE RMT#0285 19
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professional cabinetry • closet systems built

CLOSET HMD
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closet • home office • garage • pantry

THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

We do catered events for up to 200 people!
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!
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® www.edwina.coin
$7.98 monthly charge. Price subject to change.



HOUSTON VOICE • DECEMBER 28, 2001 21

Houston
classifieds

Houston Classifieds deadline is Monday at noon

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DAY SHELTER
Needs new or used clothing and 
shoes in good condition • Contact 
Etalia or Ruth at 713-528-5667

FLU SHOTS
MOHTROSE CLINIC

$20 • Walk-in • Monday-Thursday
9am to 8pm • Friday 9am to 6pm • 

Westheimer • 713-830-3000

WlR PRIME CHOICE
We are looking for the "Prime 
Choice" vest for our former and 
deceased winners. Vests are to be 
placed in the archives. If you have 
one or know where any of the 
vests are, please call Don Gill at 
713-521-0911 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

TELEMARKETERS
Fundraisers/Surveyors needed • 
Full and part-time available • 
Starting $6.50 to $8.75/hr • GLBT 
friendly environment • CALL FOR 
APPOINTMENT • 713-782-0060

SOUTH BEACH JR'S
a MINE
W800 PACIFIC AVE

Taking applications for all positions
• High Volume • Gay night club •
Group health insurance offered • 
Apply in person Wednesday thru 
Friday *1^4 pm. Recent photo is 
required. 

FREE EMPLOYMENT
ASSISTANCE

Offering free employment assis­
tance to HIV+ individuals.
Including job preparedness, train­ 

ing, resume development, and job 
searching assistance. For more info 

call 713-981-1543 

#’PWA COALITION
PART-TIME

Warehouse Assistant • Clean driv­ 

ing record required • Fax resume 
to 713-522-2674_______________
Guaranteed Money • We are look­
ing for young (18-25 preferred 
male / shemale) attractive upbeat 
escorts • All-American, Latin and 
Asian a plus • in a safe professinal 
environment • No experience nec­
essary • If you are ready start 
today. 11am to 9 pm 7 days a week
• 713-526-1531

FOR SAEE/RENT

FABULOUS
Glamorous • Prestigious • Those are 
just a few of the words that describe 
THE premier address in Montrose • 
Come experience your stunning 
new community today • Up to one 
month free! AMLI Town Square*713- 
522-4111 • www.amil.com

MONTROSE
COTTAGES

1/1 Garden Cottage • $300 and up • 
Reserved for People Living with 
AIDS • 90 day MAX • Phone, fur­
nished,AC • Maid paid • No deposit
• Sliding scale fee • No drugs or 
Alcohol on property • AIDS Housing 
Coalition AHCH • 713-521-1613

Garage apartment • $550/mo 
includes gas & water • $500 
deposit • Available 12/16/01 • 713- 
898-0134

Garden apartment with private yard
• 1/1 • Newly remodeled • Central 
AC/Heat • Woodhead near 
Westheimer • $700/mo + electricity • 
Deposit & references • 713-528-0928

OFFICE FOR RENT
Second floor office available at 
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center • 803 Hawthorne • 14' X 
12'6" • Nonprofit GLBT organiza­
tions preferred as tenant partners, 
but all inquiries welcomed. Call 
Tim Brookover @ 713-524-3818
Furnished rooms in Montrose 
from $295/week • For single, 
quiet person • Free cable tv, 
breakfast, parking, maid serv­
ice • With queen bed, kitchen, 
& laundry access

Montrose Inn • 408 Avondale 

713-520-0206

PRIDEREALTY.COM 
SALES/RELOCATION
HEALTH

FREE YOGA CLASSES
FREE yoga classes every Friday 
@6:30 p.m. • 3115 West Loop South 
#21 • No restrictions • No reserva­
tions needed • 713-439-0455

HOME IMPROVEMENT
It's time to get those projects 
done! Decorative ideas • Planning
• Refinishing services • Recycling 
hauling • Call JuneRose J.R. 
Futcher • 713-521-7863

ITEMS FOR SALE
Professionally framed prints and 
Mardi Gras posters • Designer 4

piece contemporary sectional and 
chair $500 • Coffee and sofa tables 
$500 both • 3 brass outdoor light 
fixtures • Contemporary dining 
light fixture • Commercial Lat/Pull 
down gym machine $75 • Duane * 
713-522-1247.

PRODUCTS &Sm^
Rent-To-Own Computers! Starting 
at $19.95 a week • 1-800-422-3368

Rent-To-Own 50" Big Screen TV's! 
Starting at $29.99 a week • 800-7744553.

MASSAGE THERAPY

MASSAGE
Absolute Let-Go

Houston Metro

713.942.2399
• Montrose Location
• 7 days/evenings
• Visa/Mastercard
• Outcalls welcome

THERAPEUTIC
RUBDOWNS

Full Body Massage by a young ath­
letic male • RMT# 17254 • 713-494- 
4023

THE ART OF GIVIHG 
PLEASURE

Incredible 1 hour session • 8 years 
experience • Body builder • • 
Noon to midnight • $60 per hour* 
Mitchell * 713-521-3359_________

MASSAGE BY KEN
Experience stress relief • 
Convenient Montrose location • By 
appointment only • 11am to 8pm • 
RMT#028519 • KEN CLAUDE • 713- 
524-4759

MASSAGE
Therapeutic • Swedish • Sports • 
Deep Tissue • Myotheraphy • relax­
ation therapy • Jason • College 
Guy • Memorial Park Studio • 
www.sizzlingmassage.com • 713- 
863-8888

FULL BODY 
RELAXATION

by Young Athletic Male • 
RMT#016479 • Tim • 713-876-3811

Massage by David Rangel • 
Swedish • Neuro Muscular Therapy 
• Montrose area • MC/VISA/AMEX 
welcomed • RMT #8069 • 
Appointments 713-523-0738

DOWN
1. Started out
2. "Dirty Dancing" director Ardolina
3. Ellen Hart's  A Sacrifice.
4. Catch some rays at South Beach
5. Lambda Legal and Education Fund
6. "June Is Bustin' Out All “
7. Discharge on one's face
8. Way to serve your meat
9. Anger, but not Kenneth
10. Straight and
11. Amsterdam transport
12. First name among lesbian poets
13. Property claim
2.1 J of JEB
22. Respond to an anti-retroviral cocktail, 

hopefully
24. Swallow
27. Elton John's “Step Christmas"
29. "Return of the Jedi" critter
30. San Francisco Supervisor Mark
31. Look at a hottie in a bar
32. "If I Would Leave You"
33. Ben of Vice Versa
34. Middle name of "Jailhouse Rock" singer
35. "Singing for Lives"
36. Asks from one's knees
40. Weaving, who wrote of Priscilla
42. Travel like Earhart
43. "Socrate" composer Satie
44. Threesome of England, France, and Russia
45. Poet Lucien , friend of Ginsberg and 
Burroughs
47. Artist Yamaoka
50. David, who wrote a show about 56-Across
51. Stand next to Georgia O'Keefe
53. Mary Poppins portrayer Andrews
54. Drag queen Joey
55. Lauren Wright Douglas' " Life"
56. Apple's apple, e.g.
57. Tried to look like Bette Davis
58. Split apart
59. Jan & Dean's "Dead Curve"
63. Frequently, to Emily Dickinson

Answers on Page 22

ACROSS____________________
1. Rupert Everett's "The Next Thing"

5. Inflict upon
9. Computer company with domestic partner ben­
efits
14. "How Jane Austen's Became a Lesbian"
15. " Cowgirls Get the Blues"
16. "Gay Men's Friendships" author Peter
17. Composer Carlo Menotti
18. Disappear
19. Niles or Marty
20. "I Could Have Danced Night"
21. "If He Walked Into My Life" writer
23. Basketball's Mariah Burton
25. "... evil..."
26. "What thinking?"

28. Also
32. First openly gay electee to statewide office

37. Pee- Herman
38. St. named for Queen Elizabeth I
39. Election da. for 32-Across
40. Gym bunnies do it to their pecs
41. This, to Gloria Anzaldua
42. "A Star Is Born" director
46. Hard feelings
48. Problem for a drag queen's hosiery
49. Bear
52. Condom or Greek opponent
56. ACT UP founder
60. Michael Jackson's buddy Geller
61. Type of queen
62. Straight arrow
63. Ken of "Say Uncle"
64. Guardian spirits
65. Cain's "closet" role
66. Italian auto
67. More queer
68. Word after who or what
69. New-age composer John

1 2 3 5 6 7 9 10 11 12 13]

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39
-

40

j41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65
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66

67 68 69
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SWEDISH MASSAGE 
BY PATRICK

• Relaxation • Myotherapy • Deep 
tissue • (RMT#024589) 713-807- 
7109 • 713-501-9852. • 1 1/2 
hours for $50. 1 Hr. $40.

MASSAGE THERAPY 
AT IT'S FIHEST

Swedish • Deep tissue • Sports • 
Reflexology • Don't settle for less 
• In/Out • Hotels • 7 day • 
Nationally certified # 016074 • Jeff • 
713-825-4062.

MASSAGE
Treat sore, stiff muscles, tension 
and stress • Renewed flexibility 

and wellness • RMT #016479 • 
Tom • 713-520-6018

JOB STRESS?
TOUGH WORKOUTS?
Call now for a relaxing therapeu­
tic Swedish massage • Body 
builder & licensed therapist • 
RMT#005930 • Randal • 713-529- 
3348

MOVING SERVICE

WWW.A HOUSTON
MOVER.COM

30 years experience • Insured • 
TxDot 534438B • 713.861.1212

OCCASIONS
CCCC Member Alan D. celebrates 
his birthday on 12/31.

Maranatha member Jerry Ann C. 
rings in the new year on her 12/31 
birthday.

Lordy, Lordy 
Fred is 40!

Please join us at Meteor Bar (2306 
Genesse)December 30, 2001 from 
6-9pm to celebrate Fred's birth­
day. RSVP to 713.520.5288 
Birthday Cake and merriment will 
be provided. Cash Bar. In lieu of 
gifts, please make tax-deductible 
donations to Houston Buyers 
Club.

PERSONAL 
ADVERTISEMENT
GWPM • 39 • HIV negative • 
Gentlemanly, extremely gener­
ous, respectful, attractive, intelli­
gent, considerate, discreet, and 
sensual TOP seeks one special 
companion. You be gay, 18-45, 
HIV negative, any height, attrac­
tive, honest, trustworthy, interest­
ed in the world, well mannered, 
desirous of greatly improving 
your life personally and financial­
ly, AND willing to fulfill your 
responsiblities to me in equal 
exchange for all I shall provide. 
You must be passionate, sensual. 
SWIMMERS-BODYBUILDER'S 
BUILD and a BOTTOM. 
Investments, assistance in estab­
lishing a business / other projects, 
short or long term relationship 
possible for the right gentlemen. 
Luxury domestic and European 
travel availble. I reside in New 
York, Rochester, and London. 
Serious about what I am offering 
and what I require. If you are 
please write. All answered 
promptly by telephone, US mail 
or email. Leave a direct phone 
number. DLC PO Box 130343 
Houston, Texas 77219-0343 
livlivlife@hotmail.com

PETS

AFGHAN HOUND
FUFFIES

Cyan and Devashunii Kennels • 
AKC Black • Black & Tan • Cream • 
Blue • Blue & Cream • White • 
Hand raised • Championship lines 
• www.devashunii.com • 202-546- 
0854

HOUSTON HUMANE 
SOCIETY

NO ANIMAL TURNED AWAY!! The 
HHS relies solely on donations. 
They receive NO local, state, or 
federal government funding. Call 
713-434-5555 to find out the 
many ways YOU can help, and for 
adoptions.

PET SITTING

BOOK FOR THE
HOLIDAYS!

Chanukah 
Christmas 
New Years

Established 1995

Let your pets celebrate at 
home...even if you would 

be happier somewhere else, 
they might not be!!

loyal! 989@aol.com

Call Loyal at 713-942-8816

PETS OF THE WEEK

HENRY AND 
KOEBY! 

Hovo Editor Penny Weaver 
loves her 2 boys

KoebyHenry

PRODUaS & SERVICES 

ORTHOFEDIC QUEEN 
MATTRESS SET

Brand new • List $699 • Sell $129 
» 832-435-2677 » Can Deliver.

WISHING US ALL A MOST PROS­
PEROUS NEW YEAR. 

BILL O'ROURKE 
rainbowprod.com/bilbo

FULL SIZE MATTRESS 
& BOXSPRIHQ

Brand New • $90 • 713-560-7108

RINGSIZE MATTRESS
NEW IN PLASTIC

Worth $700 • Sacrifice $199 • 713 

560-7108

PROFESSIONAL smaT

M2M BODY QROOMIH^
Body Waxing • Clippings • 
Coloring • Personal grooming by 
Dale. Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist. Private location in 
Montrose. Call 713-529-5952 for 
appointment.

ROOMMATES
GM seeking roommate to share 
2/1 home in Heights • Hot Tub • 
$350 & 1/2 utilities • $100 deposit
• Smoking OK • 713-880-5741.

VOLUNTEERS

STEVEN'S HOUSE
Seeking caregivers for transitio^BF, 
housing program for HIV+ aduj^

• Must have high school diploma 
and experience as a caregiver • 
Contact Ms. Straham @ 713-522- 
5757 or fax resume to 713-522- 
1910

WANTED TO BUY

CASH FOR BOOKS
713-659-5266

•S'

IJ

Houston

• Career

Relationships

• Happin ess • Sex

• Inner Peace

Call for an appointment 713-527-0000

Tony Carroll, lmsw-acp
i Counseling Psychotherapy, Workshops for Individuals and Couples

When you're ready for greater succ
Love

Serftog Hnusion's Gaj and UMan ----- : W.

Community Since 1983 ww'w.HoustonTherapist.com
Missouri St.

77006

Answer to Puzzle on Page 21
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My Stars! by JILL DEARMAN

YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

Dec. 28 - Jan. 3

ARIES (March 21 to April 20)
Mars in your house or ex-es could put a few hexes on relationships that are 
over and done with - but that you can't seem to let go of! Why are you hang­
ing onto the past? Your lesson for the new year? Let go and let yourself love 
again. An Aquarius is ready for you.

TAURUS (April 21 to May 20)
Mercury in your house of learning is pushing you to expand your intellectual 
horizons. Yes, you are a hot thing. But there's more to you than that, isn't 
there? Stop selling yourself short, darling. A Pisces sees the real you. The 
whole you.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21)
' Vj This is your year to make money from your wit and wisdom, darling. If you 

can put your ideas into writing (instead of just blathering your brilliant 
thoughts to your buddies in bars), you can make a mint. A Libra can help.

CANCER (June 22 to July 22)
Jupiter will not let you down, as it transits your sign in the new year. Don't let 
yourself down, sweetie. You can make your own luck, but you can self-sabo­
tage too. The choice is yours.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
f Zxj® Put the focus on what you want to change in your own life in 2002, and don't 

bother trying to fix up other people's lives. Set a good example. You have too 
- - ' much intelligence and integrity to waste. You are an Aquarian's hero.

e VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Uranus is still forcing you to pay attention to your body, darling. Listen to the 
signals it's sending. You worked way too hard in 2001, and you've got to find 
a way to get more balance in your life in 2002. A Capricorn can help.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Saturn is transiting the education sector of your chart. If you are feeling inse- 
cure about your Tack of worldly knowledge in a key subject, perhaps you 
should take a class or go back to school. Saturn supports those who work 
slowly but consistently. A Leo can lead you in the right direction.

a SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
A Your social life catches fire at the beginning of the year. Don't worry about 

overbooking yourself. It will all work out. A Taurus will back you up in a busi­
ness meeting. Do your homework, and deal with everyone with a smile, you 
surly thing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Finances are high on the list of priorities for the new year, and the stars will 

PyW give you a few good ideas. Try to use them! Deal with the new not the old. 
' A Libra is excellent to bounce ideas off of and to bounce on the bed with.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Three planets in your sign at year's end and the new year's beginning should 

I put you in an optimistic frame of mind. You should take the lead when 
arranging holiday plans with friends. If you leave it to them, you'll only com­
municate by e-mail. A Leo needs to see you, feel you, and touch you. Hmm ...

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
While Jupiter is in retrograde in your health sector, take an inventory of your 
physical state. You can make yourself feel better inside and out if you pay 
attention. A Scorpio notices you (and your darling body) more than you real­
ize.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
The moon in your house of love on Jan. 3 could bring you a lovely surprise 
phone call or e-mail to lift your January blues. Be open to the overtures of a 
Gemini. Start the year off right!

Jill Dearman is the author of the best-selling "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer 
Astrology for Women" (both from St. Martin's Griffin). For information on charts and 
consultations, call 212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

Sexy Gifts 
Leather 

Novelties 
Videos/DVDs

Houston's Largest
Adult Boutique 

HAPPY HEW YEAR! 
And Thanks for Your Business in 2001! 

Menswear
Loungewear

713-944-6010
f Open 7 days a week 

19 am to midnight! 
Minutes from downtown! Take 1-45 south to

& go left 3 miles to Spencer & Allen Genoa

One Hour XXX Photo Lab On~Site! Discreet & Confidential

f

if you are unsure 
about changes 
thatshoiidbe 

made in your life

L

I

.w

1.575.8800
Or 713.869.6318

a 713.545.5471

escort st'rv ict1
studz & fems

make it a happy new year!
■ess management for, 

women orilv

and psychic readings
I ' wifi
l- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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