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V I How, long; Have Vomen Sourht and How Have They Obtained The Tote?

The first state in the Union and, perhaps, the first 
common'vealth in the aorld to grant vomen the right to vote on public 
questions was Kentucky which gave school suffrage in 1858 to widows 
with children of school age.

Women of great intellectual gifts, like Lucretia Kott, 
Lydia Maria Child, Lucy Stone, Margaret Fuller Ossoli, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton began working and talking for woman suffrage before the 
middle of the nineteenth century. The first woman’s rights con- 
vention was held in Seneca Falls, Hew York seventy years ago in ihe 
summer of 1848. There has never been a halt in woman’s work for 
equal rights since then.

All of the states but Wyoming have been won for full suffr­
age by a referendum- to the people, that is by a popular vote* The 
right of women to the ballot in most other countries has been by 
x’arliamentary grant and the foundation for enfranchising males in 
the United States was, in the main, eouablished by the orginal 
constitutions of the several states.

Since the Civil i.'ar all new state constitutions have been 
submitted to the referendum. Until then, this method of adoption 
was exceptional. Of the 34 states in the Union up to 1862 the 
constitutions of only ten were voted on by the people. In the whole 

group of Central Western States of this period, not the people 
themselves but the Federal Congress laid down the method of 

adoption of the constitutions for statehood, suffrage clause and all.
It is true that in many of the 34, later constitutions or 

amendments were submitted to the referendum. Sut the fact remains 
that the foundation for male suffrage in half our states was not the 
gift of the people themselves*

Moreover, wherever extensions to male suffrage have been 
granted by popular vote, it has been by a vote, of males, not by 
that of an opposite sex exclusively, as has been the rule in the 
popular elections to which woman suffrage has been submitted. With 
such a handicap for women is it little wonder that it has taken 
fifty years to gain full suffrage for women in fifteen states?

Z'nclosures-kap and list of State victories
What is the Federal Woman Suffrage Amendment?

In 1869--fifty years ago--the National U'oman Suffra~e 
Association was beam. One of its obiccts was to secure a federal «—• «
suffrage amendment to the Constitution of the United dtoa.es simila
to the ’IVuh* After several, experimental measures , the following 
was first introduced into the SenateJanuary 10. 1878 by Senator 
A-A. Sargent which fifty years later to a day passed the -.ouse of 
Representatives; ’ ’ .

"Resolved by the Senate and House of k\ mu r vo ; or 
the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-rh 
of each House c’onclirrfng therein) , .

"That the following article be proposed to the legist?/, vi e 
of the several states as an amendment to the Const-itution c;
the United- State/, which, when ratified by three-fourths of rhe 
said Legisletyre/, Shall be valid as part of said Constitution, 
hamely; fr A □q-, y p -r

"Section 1< The right of citizens of the United States 
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or 
by any state on account of sex*

"Section 2. The Congress shall have power, by ;tp 'ro 'r i.a-c 
legislation, to enforce the provisions of this article."

Enclosure-- er;rtpl-ftc propram- Of '•-cr.grm- ional Suffrage acts.



• Here follows a brief summary of the fate of this hxaenflmhnt.
It was reporter, from Committee in the U»S< Senate twelve times hetv.een 
1378 anc’ i?17, eight times favorably, once adversely, twice ’’without 
recommendation" and once unanimously* J. •

It vwas reported ten times in the House between 1885 and: 1818* 
In 1817 the Woman Suffrage Committee of the House was formed. At-that 
date the yes vote was 181-107 nays• 7'

It was reported favorably again in the House on January^S, 
1018, voted on and adopted on January 10, yeas 274, nays 136, (410 
’■embers voting.) It had previously been voted upon and defeated in 
the House on January 12, 1915-yeas 174, nays 204 (378 V-oting) .

The federal suffrage amendment was voted on in the Senate 
four times? unravoraelv in 1887; favorably, out without a two-thirds 
imjority, in 1814. On'October 1, 1918, it lacked two votes of a 

davorable two-uhirds majority and on February 10,1919, it lacked one

Is This Amendment Against State Hights?Vlll.
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separate states foi action, 
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In trie second place it is in lit 
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ould justly include women 
,ic constitution until more than 7- 
the 14th Amendment was added.

1 ?' That i s the Hatter hi th the State-By-State: i.!eth^>d of Getting
 „ , Suffrage for homen? >

Every state gained for suffrage has cost the women of. that 
state time, energy and money which they would like to have put into 
rtier social reforms. New fork State had 3,000 women in official 
uffrage work from 1913 to 1917 (not paid positions) who gave their 

time through two successive campaigns (four years) to win the vote, 
this was in intensive campaigns only. 1'or sixty-fiye years before 
that, many women had worked and lectured for the cause of surfrage, 
soring the seed for the final harvest.

Besides the 3,000 women officials in New York thousands-ox 
other women c-r.nvasced all the men voters to get their opinions 
on suffrage. They-also canvassed women to see whether they wanted 
to vote or not, getting .1,020,000 signatures oi '.omen who asked lor 
the ballot. It cost many.thousands of dollars to print and drstrioute 
circulars and to do the necessary clerical work for such a large 
undertaking.

In 1918 the women of three more states had to undergo uhe 
same toil and expense.

Is it .sensible, or kind, or economic al to put women to sue..: 
hard work to pain what men have gained with little, or no xvork?

■' ' ■ women have worked harder for their enfranchisement than any 
class eJ men in the United■States ever worked for any measure.

;'h? Bo '.'ome.n. Yref er'Enfranchisement'by the Federal -Suffrage
■ ■ ■ Amendment?'

To give federal sup port to enfranchising women is to re- 
establish those-very principles of popular government on wmeh th® • 
original constitution was drawn. This method puts woman suffrage 
umon the same'..just and sane basis as manhood suffrage. - 
'4J' " avoids the hardships and laborious delays of state.work,
and it equalises the political opportunities of women and men.in these

■ ■■■-. q It is .the democratic way* " .

fl How Boes .the Pod er al_ Suffrage .Amendment Grant Uomen The gallot ?
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y.iv What About The Mesro Roman's Vote?

The white vote in all the states south of Mason and Dixon s 
line would be strengthened by woman suffrage. In fifteen Southern 
states there are B,788,901 white women or 4,472,236 more white, 
negro, women* The total negro population, men and ■'.'.omen, is 8, -,<i'
which’is less than the number of -white women alone. 

In Georgia, negro women are 44% of all women, while white 
women are 56%.

In South Carolina all voters must be able to read, own <*nu 
pay taxes on ^300 worth of'property, and, in Mississippi, able to read 
the Constitution* In Georgia, Florida, Alabama and Louisiana tner~ 
are educational tests* It is therefore .either an unintelligent or 
an uncandid mind that insists that no women should be enfranchised 
because .the negro women's vote would dominate the elections*



ABOUT IDZAL3 OF GOVERN:SUT TOBIC II

I Is Force The Basis of Government? Teople’Say It Is«Is It?

The greatest war on earth has, within four years, destroyed th 
idea that force is the basis of Government* Germany had the strongest 
army of any nation; the greatest amount of ammunition; the harshest con­
trol over her armies. She had preached the doctrine of force louder 
than any other nation. Yet-German Imperial power was crushed by the 
democratic forces of the world. Germany lost the Marne twice because 
of skill in Allied generalship. That is, intellectual powers and the 
will-to-win of the Allies beat her back. What could all the T.1M1. in 
the possession of the Allies have done towards winning the rar if it 
had not have been for the brains of liarechal Foch, of General Haig or 
of General Fershing?

German and Austrian Governments lost control of their peoples 
because ideals of human freedom within their own countries were more 
powerful than were Krupp guns or Prussian Guards*

The world knows now as never before that force is not the 
basis of government. The just rights of all the people, and their 
demands for freedom will sooner or later break down every government 
which tries to rule by force alone.

In the second place, it is now conceded by all statesmen, that 
women actually contributed a large share of the forces of war.

Said Lloyd George:, "The battle of the Somme could not have 
been won v'ithout the ammunition made by women.” There were 1,750,000 
women in Great Britain alone doing work to free men for the front 
trenches-during the four years of war.

',7e now know that no section of the war could have been won 
without women's help. The wounded could not have been cared for; the 
world could not have been fed (acknowledged by LIr>. Herbert Hoover) 
without ’■•omen's help. All industries at home, in England, France, 
Italy and the United States would have been imperilled but for.women.

The objection to women in government because of force there­
fore falls down at both ends. Force is not the basis of government, 
but even if it were, governments cannot survive without women.

7

L I Is Voting A Right or Privilege?

Life itself cannot be said to be an inherent, that is an in- v 
born, right while capital punishment and military conscription exist. 
Suffrage may not be an inborn right of the individuals of the state but 
it is an inherent part of democracy which exists only in name unless it 
expresses the will of the people, and women are people.

Voting has become, or is rapidly becoming a right of most men 
in republics, democracies and constitutional monarchies. It is a right 
protected by the Constitution itself in the United States. "The ballot 
is the symbol of citizenship, given to those capable of SUlX-gO^jg^ 
ment. ‘It is the right protective of all other rights without/no right 
already obtained can be safely guarded. It is the safe channel through 
which the voice, of an oppressed or of an exploited class may become 
articulate. It is the great educator, which stimulates citizen^to 
reflect on public problems, public welfare and public characters. It 
is the best instrument ever devised- to measure accurately public opin- 
ioniin'the shortest possible time. It is tho necessity of the many, 
not the privilege of the few; the necessity of the wage-earner as of 
the home-keeper. It is the peaceable weapon of civilization* where 
ballots take the place of bullets, and can be used equally by the 
weak and the strong. It is the guarantee of equality before the law 
of every individual human being who uses it. It is the ultimate source 
of pou-er in a democracy, and the foundation on which rests our entire 
government«" Women need it as much as do men.. They do not care 
whether the ballot is an inherent or a bestowed right. Whatever it is 
for the adult males of a state, it should be the same for the adult 
females of a state.

Can All kale Adults Vote?

In the United States only a few men at first could vote.
These were members of certain religious bodies; men holding a fixed 
amount of property, -etc. Before the Civil War men had also to be white 
in order to vote. Restrictions against men have gradually been removed 
until now only a few remain. Adult males must be 21, they must,except



in a few states, be nati..„.  citizens. They must not be criminals
or idiots; with this last exception there is now no ineradicable 
restriction upon men. All qualifications for the vote which now 
remain, except sex, can be fulfilled by anyone desiring the ballot*' ... . • i
7 if Mon Have Also Strusaled for the Ballot Why Have They Hindered

-rn . 1~ t ■ im.rrr il~i f r. rrii -.n.',Ti t ~r— ■■ -• . ’ ^ ■•• *—»*»«•«*■ ■mv. - .««»•>■ — *»**»»» — '■ mu —nm n । fa wii w ■rtiatm^ii ■— i-ii—*-«!<i. « j »■ -Twr-no ■—r-t*-

Women instead of hcipiny Them?
t. -uh । - ■ i u r-t .1. imu m- r j ir r. - i - - - --.r-r - ■■fr'--- i' ---r-r ■ ^a^***- — ■ ■ —»■■■

Eo class of men in the United States has had to struggle so 
long or for so many years to gain the ballot, as have women* Most 
of them have, never lifted their finger to gain the rights of citizen­
ship for themselves* They have only had to grow up and become 21*

VI Have Men Generally Begun to Favor Woman Suffrage?
. T-. ~T'_ -i i.-r -Jr .-i- rn - h ii..h ru nr--. -1    m- >—*«—«»■ ■ n ■     »>— ■■■— «■ •- - •. r*---'nnr *>

planks of their
Judge by the/national political parties. Here they are:

Democratic Suffrage Blank

We recommend the extension of the franchise to the women of 
the country by the States upon the same terms as to men. Adopted at 
the Democratic Convention, St.'Louis, July, 1916.)

frogressivg Suffragc 21ank

We believe the women of the country, who share with men the 
burdens of government in time of peace and make equal sacrifice in 
tim'G^f war, should be given the full political right of suffrage, 
both/'^ederal and State ■action* (Adopted at the frogressive Convention, 
Chicago,June, 1916.)

Drohibition Suffrage Plank

The right of citizens of the United States to vote should not 
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account 
of sex. We declare in favor.of the enfianohisement of women by.amend 
ment to State and Federal constitutions* We cnor4.inn tti® Hep^blicah 
and Democratic Parties for their failure to submit an equal suffrage 
amendment to the national constitution. We remind thC4.fw.ur million 
women voters that our party was the first to declare, foh'^politidal 
rights, which it did in 1672. We invite their cooperation in elect­
ing the Prohibition Party to power. (Adopted at the Prohibition Con­
vention, St. Paul, July, 1916.)

republican Suffrage Plank

Hr- x-. The CR epublic an Partyreaffirming its faith in government of 
the people ,/'§a5:ethe people, favors, the extension of the suffrage to 
women as a measure of justice to one-half the adult people of this 
country, but recognizes the right of each State to settle the questio 
for itself. (Adopted at the Republican Convention, Chicago, «une,i'^o

Socialist Suffrage Plank
IM»« -* wW'im-* Ml.'.. I If*1 Frunni 1.1 iWl.i - '■! - nil.-" wr ’ ITM n n" «-|MX

Unrestricted and equal suffrage for men and women* The im- . 
mediate adoption of the so-called Susan B< Anthony Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States granting the suffrage to women on 
jscual- terms with men* (Adopted at Socialist Convention and ratified 
by membership of Socialist Party, 1916.*)

VII Have Women Had To Fight For Other Rights Besides The Ballot
.MraH*******''WM nniL -*m m i- - i ~r~i- • j..-. -* •• ।1 '• •••i" •* •••••.■.mi i«i«i iivwian lUMan i • « “i T" * “ -iii i--*- ..jMim.-r-n. *

Yes, they did not have equal civil or legal rights with.men 
in any country of th.e world until the latter part of the nineteenth 
century* They could not manage their own property; they could not 
control their own earnings; they were not equal guardians of their 
children, and they had limited educational privileges* It took a 
half century of hard work by American women--from' 1619 to 186u--to 
establish advanced schools for women. Under the old common law of 
England, the very existence of a wife had become merged with uhat Of 
her busband'* She could not make a contract, nor a will be dispooo 
of her own property* The father as head of the family had unlimited 
control over the children.



-7-
V/hat■ Has Brought About Present Changes in the Position 

of ?;0x7011?

Birot,, of fall the invention of machinery which gathered women 
into factory groups instead of household groups merely* When women 
began to earn wages outside of their homes, it was necessary to change 
the laws so they could control their Wages and be responsible for. 
labor contracts* Secondly, women had a consuming desire for higher 
education, which they have finalljT gained. Educated, thinking women 
could not be kept in bondage* Third'ly, women realized that if they 
were ecominic somebodies in the state- educative forces (teaching was 
one of the first professions thrown open to women) and tax-paying 
citizens, they must also be political somebodies in the state and vo 
upon the laws under which they live and work*

TOPIC' III DEl'OCMCY AIW SUFFRAGE

UHat Has Democracy to do With Women Voting?
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against pu;ting letters in letter boxes. As, for instance: Woman's 
place is in the home not on the street corner. Who will take care
of the^aby while she mails her letter? It will rub the bloom off 
the peacn/sheltered women to ' . standi* ' in the streets mailing
letters. They might come in contact’.with rough men. If moral and; 
intelligent women mail their own 1 ette'r.^/immoral and ignorant will

anv to, do so. The majority of women don’t like to mail their lettei 
in the street* Why not use indirect influence (a much more effective 
■■'ay) to get letters mailed? Let husbands mail them? When there arc 
no husbands, one can always get the ash man or the bakerb boy.to 
carry the letter to the corner* Better even let letters go foiever 
unmailed than corrupt and debase women to the level or those often
seen hear pillar boxes* The postman will have twice 
yo carry if women mail them. If women are permitted 
it will increase the number of pacifists, socialists, 
mormons and Bolshevik!. because they can spread these 
through the rirnds*

as many letter
f

This is not one whit more ridiculous then the same line of 
argument applied- to dropping ballots in a box.

II ..Will Women’s Votes Increase The Radical Forces in ths Country?

recent election in Great Britain, the woman-1 s vote 
■vas cast for conservative men and measures and with such patriotic 
enthusiasm that the New York Times-usually against woman suffrage- 
had to congratulate the British women. On December, 30,1918, it sail: 
Ji no ouher nation has taken its stand on Bolshevism and pacifism- 

and the more pestilential types of socialism, Britain has. The wo­
men voters joined nobly in the work and did their part to show that 

he lioness has the same pedigree as the lion.”

x^onien Tote How Do They Dine Up As To 1 olitical Parties?  
Do.They Become Republicans, Democrats or Socialists?

, -rie oxacu figures of the distribution of the now women 
electors by parties as reported in January 1919 by the Ci Icard 
i Election (State figures being not availabe ) are as"follows;

Pl_,the 1,015,148 voters enrolled in the Greater Ci tv 408,671 
>rc women < ' * : ------“-------- ------

Of these there arc enrolled as Democrats, 222,293; as Republi ­
cans 131,246; as Socialists 22,225 and as Prohibitists 4,437. The 
i'cst are in independent groups.

to sum up: The 408,671 women voters of New York Ci.cy have 
o''vn Party affiliations in the following proportions: 

.-iiuy-iOur per cent .of them are Democrats; 32y> Republicans; 1 % Pro­
hibitionists, and 5% Socialists, the remainder, Independent.
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After Ben Zealand, women had voted. ..'t•; -.• a v’aro, Eon- .■
Bx-ltomber of the Ncvv Zealand Parliament wrote J.c:: Wv. Zeal 
stands today in the position of the most prospozoois ord procrcsoive 
country in the world. In the year 1898 Ken Zehlowd expoo preface 
valued at less than $45,000,000,or $75 a head of the ie. -

exported produce of her people’s industry valued at r * ■'• ' 
.or close on $110 for every inhabitant.

"Fifteen years ago one person out of every five had a aeaugs 
" k account standing in his or her name, of an av-? '".due of a 

of railroads
to nearly ,

4 - *
k. ' i i. A>

T * >.

.Iso. Last, year more than one out of 
bank account, and the average balance 
accounts was a little more than $352.

"In 1893 thSTb/was 1,948 miles 
receipts from which amounted that yea

' 2,474 miles were in operation, and. the receipts from the 'uraff^c
amounted as nearly as possible to $13,000,000.

"In 1893 there were 2,069,791 telegraph messages sent over the
linos in operation, which were then 5,513 miles in length, at a c.st 
of rather more than $500,000. Jn i908'‘-‘- 7,042,943 messages were sent 
over 9,656 miles of lines, at a cost to the public of $1,521,255."

"In view of these figures, what becomes of the lurid predictio 
that woman suffrage would be the ruin of business prosperity?

Similar testimony, of material prosperity and economic stabil 
ity has. come from western states where women vote.

Colorado Springs up to a recent date was paying $100. a month 
for garbage removal and two fifths of the quanity that should have 
been removed each month was the most that was ever collected. The
V/omen's Club of the City made investigations as to what other cities 

■ •orc doing. When they finished they said to the City Council: - "Do 
r)U know what you have been doing all these years? You have been pay­
ing men to cart away the City's garbage when you should have been 
charging them for the privilege." Because women vote in Colorado 
their advice was heeded. Bids were made and the old firm offered to 
pay $100. a month-the sum it had been charging for the work -and got 
ohe contract.

Colorado Springs now has good service, because the firm has L" 
collect all the garbage or forfeit its contract; and the city has an 
additional revenue of $1,000. in place of an annual expense of $1,200'. 
this is merely another evidence that woman’s pla.ee is in the City Kall 
and in every other department of municipal life where the problems of 
housekeeping and the home have to be met.

Kansas is out of debt and V.'yoming is burdened with money in th 
bank. ’ ■

On January l§rt, 1916, Kansas paid its last dollar of bonded 
indebtedness according to the report of the State Treasurer, Ur. Earl 
Ak^rs. And Wyoming, "instead of being threatened with excessive tax­
ation ' ’ is likely to be the first state in the Union where
taxes are not levied .Jwrx the support of the state Government"; so 
the Anaconda Standard1. ® Ths income of the estate’derived from fees, 
landsleases,> royalties and interest en in?-'.gttxcnt .1 .'”t.y-ar wue 
,.808,241.02;.while the’hmount received from direct taxation was . ,
">£’8,497.S There was a cash balance on hand at the beginning of the year 
of $718,426.80. The actual expenses of Wyoming wore cl,305,588.21. 
iter paying all expenses and making some investments in permanent 
r<nds, there is carried over a c^h balance of $680,993.61* kith this 
•.dance and the income which will/derived this year from oil and min- 
ng development, royalties oij State lands, leases, and fees, the State 
ill ’Qu^fly be able to get along a year at least without any direct 
.xation."

Hrs. Emma Smith DeVoe ofWashington is also ott of debt, 
coma said in 1916:
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Although the State has but; 1,^00.000 i,n'b 1 b-\ ,’t'"
ington last year had. an atteiatarce efjaore j-oaa /a,-.• -■’■■

grade ' and high school system is one oaj’la.ca rai.-g^jLi ja j- ;pcoi.~--
proud, since the United States sei ouei ol
second to none. Illiteracy is placed 07 the uni bod ^o 'g'gf^
statistics as only 2 per cent and ahere are on^j7 .mee Si-aces in u...t 

t Unload vith a smaller per cent.” In summing up she says:  "'..e are tae
from debt, yet we have the best school -system in the United Spates.

Idaho also claims twenty-three prosperous years--from 1896 to 
1919--the period in which women have voted*

V Are Those Bations and States Where Aomen Vote More Progressive 
Than Those Ahere Women do lot Yet Vote?

Call the roll and'see: j
In Great Britain and most of her colonies, women now vote, in 

Turkey and her appanages women have next to no civic or political 
privileges* ,

In’all the states of the Union West of the Mississippi except 
three, Iowa, Louisiana and New Mexico—women have either full suffrage 
or a very large measure of suffrage. All the Western suffrage states, 
except Arizona, have a very low percentage of illiteracy* Of the 
three west-of-the Mississippi- states without suffrage--Louisiana^ uhe 
last in the Union to reject votes for women) has the highest illiteracy 
percentage in the United States-29/o. In New York, the most populous 
•and important state ''.ast of the Mississippi, women have full suffrage* 
In Illinois, one of the next greatest centres of industry, wealth,and 
progress, they have presidential and municipal suffrage. In these 
two states' the percentage of illiteracy is 5*5% and 3.7%, respectively, 
while South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi, have from 
1 Q O PC'-7 O jC) ♦

All but two of the Industrial Welfare Commissions to regulate 
hours, wages and working conditions of women and children^thus far 
appointed in this country are in equal suffrage states, ’.isconsin 
and Arkansas are the exceptions and of these Arkansas has lull primary 
suffrage for women, and Wisconsin women have just gained the presiden­
tial vote.

Every equal suffrage state has state-wide compulsory education 
1 laws.

' Twelve of the 15 full guffrage states have an eight or nine 
lour day for women. Twentv-four of the male suffrage states have no 
such law*

Eleven of the 15 woman voting states permit mothers to have 
an equal right with the fathers'as’ '■ guardians of their children. 
Twenty-three male suffrage states keep the guardianship in the hands 
of the father, even, in some cases, permitting him to will the child, 
away from the mother*

On the North American Continent all of Canada and fifteen of 
the United-.-■.States grant women equal political rights with msnriost of 
Mexico, all of Central America -except Belize-and all of South America 
withhold these rights* Uhich group would you count farthest along in 
civilization? -Where would you rather have your children brought up, 
in commonwealths giving political liberty to women, or withholding it 
from women?

VI Are Women As Good Patriots As Men?
_U1_U- iii_i ... .T .-••irj.ru .1. .ij-. .rrj i.iii. ~ < ji T ~r- i. -»i . -.a ■ .nir -11* nr.   . . in ri ’ । ii»~ ■ u ’ i m t ~ - - r* — ■.t i ~ iwr*— i • r-ifr-r-n n-rr~.rrnrri—3  —r —

*

The Anzacs, whose record for courage and dcvot?,on in the 
’reat "-ar was second to none, were for the r.os.. paxt sons of New 
Zealand’mothers whose enfranchisement began in 1886 and was completed 
in 1893, or of Australian mothers who- gained State suffrage in 1895 
and full suffrage in 1902.

Does it seem as if the patriotism of Anzac women ought to be
-A.

called in question?
The first act of Canadian women after their federal franchise, 

as to vote conscription for the .sake or A-eii sons oversell. Without 
Mieir vote consciion would no: have been assured, said the fromi.cr 
of Canada.

When the United States went into the war in 1917 the early 
■ecru-itirg figures showed that among the 24 states in the Union who-se 
full quota of recruits for the army had been attained, ten w^re sa-ii : 
vhere vwmen had full suffrage* Only one of the eleven S'-ato hire 
.vomer, then voted on the same terms as men fell short.

Of the other fourteen states that returned full receuiticg



^uota, five were staves which had given wonien presiclentiax svi£i-ac'c • 
in. fifteen of the states •,-chore wofien Lhen voted men re spoofed. vaJhw ' 
ly for service* Of the twemy*£)ir.'C stares which were afraifl. to ti .. 
the vote to women, nineteen failed cf their ruota.' That is 78*4,0 of 
the.equal suffrage states proved themselves patriotic, while only htfi 

of the unequal suffrage states did so*

VII Has The logon lifif erne nt Helped -Forward, The/.Progress of Dcmocr.

^Mnr?p^u8ole for equal suffrage has brought about almost ever  
civix lioeroy/ox unis nanon now enjoy;
H -hen the women in Seneca halls, hew York, drew up, their
^declaration of sentiments1' modeled on the Dhelaration of Independent 
it called attention to unbelievable restrictions then in force again'.,' 
women* Every door which has been opened to women -the right to 
practice law and medicine, to own property and make' a will, the chanco 
to earn a decent living, have been won for them through the fight for. 
vhe ballot and almost alvcays by the same groups of women, so that all 
the privileges now enjoyed by women~~cvcn by those opnosed to suffrage 
--have been won by suffragists.

America is much nearer the goal of true democracy because of 
the long struggle which women have made for the ballot. Children have 
a better chance for their lives because- of this struggle. Lien have 
better (not worse) wages because of women’s struggle for a living wage. 
as women's condition has improved, men’s has been pushed up a peg 1*1 -u 7 j_ J- Xhigher.

VIII  Have All Women Helped In The Enfranchi seme nt of Their Seo.;?

By.no means. There have always been some women so shielded by 
.tortune Or so ignorant or so selfish as to care nothing at all about 
nelping other women to gain higher education, or better laws or polit- 
real righus. But this is true of all social.progress. There are 
classes oi men as well as women today, who do not care what happens to 
other- classes so long as the;q gain or keep what they want for then- 
selves.

I'OPIC '*• T-r

V ABOUT THEORY ABD BRACTICE

AyeP ft iu is -ruc That You Can't Have Democracy in Theory Without 
bppi&fi suffrage, is iu rise in .Practice to Enfranchisg wo me n_?

'"'hy not? When a woman votes she is only expre-.sing her cpinto’' 
uzon public measures aftd upon the men who shall control - uhese rfeasuics.- 
If women pay taxes, just the same as men, should they not have the same 
right as men uo say how these taxes are spent? Taxes are the public 
housekeeping money. They buy roads, water supply, police protection, 
inspection of food, public health, good housing, etc. These are all 
questions which every woman in the world is concerned with all day and 
every day. Often she Knows more than her husband about them. As a 
trained private, housekeeper she ought to be a helpful public housekeepe' 
ypreover she cannot keep her own house efficiently unless she can have 
some say about municipal affairs, because alone she cannot regulate th' 
cost of food; the transportation of fuel to. keep her house warm. She 
can cook her food well; but if dealers arc permitted to sell poor food, 
.-nclean milk or stale eggs, she cannot make the food wholesome for her 
children.

She can care for hq^ own plumbing and refuse, but if the rest 
of the city is unsanitary she cannot protect her children from the sick­
ness and infection resulting*

She can take every care to avoid fire, but if her house has b>.: u 
:adly built, if the fire-escapes are inadequate, she cannot guard her 
children from the horrors of beingxmaimed or killed by fire*

Alone, she cannot make these things right; but the city can do 
t~~thc city government that is elected by the people to take care of 

•nc interests of the people.

[ Docs it Pay to Increase ’ . : the Cost of Elections for the
Value of the Women's Vote?

it does not double the cost of election for women to vote. I 
"as computed in June 1918 that Ucw York City could vote all its women 
or just one-sixth of what it has been costing to vote its men*



"S']

It cost $300,000 in 1917 to veto 691,009 men a Iczplzir-" 
ccl by the election officials tint on eqna? nnmbcr of 1 •'
voted for an additional sum of $50 C-1'', making $350; 009 ? a j. ■ 7 .<

It .had cost the eitv 43 cents each vo vote its svs. it
would only need a per capita cxpcnliturc of 7 cents more to rare fc.v 
as many more women at the polls*

In Chicago's experience it was found that the actual addition­
al cost of the woman voter was about one third*

In considering this question it must be remembered that women 
pay their full pro rata share of the taxation for election expenses 
and that they have been doing so for more than a century while de­
prived by law from casting a vote.

Why should not women's taxes pay for women's votes instead cl 
for rpen's votes onlyl

III Does the Use of the Ballot Hake Women Restless and Homes Unhapp

Take once more the testimony of New Zealand* Said Hon* Hugh 
Lusk, ex-llember of Parliament: "We find that equal suffrage is the . 1( 
greatest family bond, and tie, the greatest strengthener of family life*

Which would make you most restless, to enter into work to 
remove inequalities and injustices, or to sit with hand-cuffs on and 
watch injustices and wrongs go on year after year?

The testimony from’every state and nation where women vote is 
that the women and the state are both benefitted by woman suffrage* 
The proof is that no state which has given women the vote has ever 
taken it away.

IIs It True That The Majority of Women Do. Kot Want The Vote?

These women have said they do want it?
International Council of Women-representing over 7,000,000 

women.
General Federation of Women's Clubs-representing over 2,0001 ' 

j women.
Every State Federation of Women's Clubs where women vote, 

and many where they do not vte.
National Women’s Trade Union League*
National Order of Maccabees'
International Council of Nurses.
World’s Woman Christian Temperance Union* 
American Nurses' Association.

These men and women together have said they should have it:
National Educational Association.
National Grange! men and women engaged in farming.
American Federation of Labor.
National Miners' Federation.
National Purity Conference.
National Association of Letter Harriers#
National Association of Post Office Clerks.
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers*
Farmers' National Congress.
Grand Council of United Commercial Travellers.

Together these organizations represent millions of m^Bi and- millions 
of woiie-tfi'

7 Is It True That They Do Not Use The Vote Where They Have It?

Although women of New York City had never voted before and 
many were totally unaccustomed to the methods of going to the polls 
to cast their ballots, women were about 40% of the enrollment for rhe 
1918 elections in New York City*

In States where women have voted for longer periods and have 
become accustcmc.i rc the ballot it is generally estimated that tie 
percentage of women who vote is about the same as that of men* ' 

y 1 Is Pct rclitics So Corrupt As To Debase V’onen^

Politics is not corrupt; it is the ncblcst of functions--thd 
of determining the best pood for the greatest number of citiscns. 
Jorrup’C men have misused, politics for base and selfish ends* It is t 
men who are corrupt* It's not politics. .



It is the universal testimony of suffrage states, even of such 
recent states as Bew York, that polling booths are more Icv'crt, gener­
al conduct on flection Dos; more respectable when women vote 'vha.u v-hen 
they do not* The 1918 election in New York City--the •first at which 
women voted-was the quietest election in the city's hister.y^

Since the following facts about women are known to be true, 
they ought to improve the electorate and make politics less corrupts 

"One-third more girls than boys attend the high schools and 
..omen will soon be the more educated class.

There are in the United States over 12 times as many native- 
born women as foreign-born. .

Only one in twenty of the criminals are women.
The growth of woman suffrage has parallelled the progress of 

.other reform measures which are slowly dragging into the light tn® 
most corrupt factors in political and social life and crying to get 
rid of them. Men and women have long worked site by side for taeee 
reforms, thev ought to be able to vote side by side for their realiza^ 
tion.

The use of the ballot is of educational value to eitner jnan pr 
woman and should increase, not decrease, the general high standing or 
intelligence in the community. , y01

It is generally conceded in suffrage states that use/the carlo 
is making women better citizens, and that their votes are bringing 
about a better state

VII Do ’'omen Seek Office and Become Uh omanly "'hen They Voue?

Verjr few women, as compared w 
ical office in equal suffrage states, 
ichool positions, as would be natural

ith men, have ever sought polit- 
llany women occupy official

in a profession in which 80% are
omen.

All the testimony of suffrage states is that women in those 
.tries are as good home makers as any in the world. '■

V.hy should not women who are free to do so serve the state as 
legislators, county clerks, commissioners, superintendents of public . 
.ducation, etc? The state needs its best. Sometimes that best one 
happens to be a woman.

New Zealand, where women have voted for twenty-five years, aac 
the lowest infant death rate in the world.

In Australia and in Norway, where women have full suffrage. 
Maternity Insurance laws have given the mother a small sum of money 
from the state at the birth of each child, so that it can have proper 
care in the first few days of its life.

''Since the women in Norway-have got the vote," Says Ella Anker 
"they have turned their chief ..'ttention to their rights and duties as 
wives and mothers.’ Education and economic independence are the rasas 
of woman's freedom, but her greatest work and happiness will be as 
.cife and mother. It is an astonishing fact that in all these centurie 
.vhile men have taught us that woman's place is in the home, ^they have 
neglected prepare us Io the chief duties of our home life."

Norwegian women have : e ■..von particular strength to ‘ e wor 
for "rational housekeeping" by che c . ■ ....hiisbronnt of a state high schoo 
for the education of teachers for the elementary housekeeping schools, 
to a campaign against sonsumption.

Among the laws which have advanced faster in the states of. the 
Union where women vote than they have in states where men only vate ar

Juvenile Court Laws
Pensions for widowed mothers
Inspection of all kinds of food
Care of defective children, and laws preventing vice of all 

certs. i
One of the first laws suggested by one of the two ’women leg­

islators in New York State was one to improve the children's courts. 
;f the state.



VIII Wat Does the WW From th- Dcvbt e Vote _c< .tv, Ontario
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Men tnur Wubi Dot eain t -.th'D
A :., C I? A

1. A class of persons, hitherto Vurepr.esented. --for men have 
never represented women, nor ever can--gets its interests before the 
public*
2. ' As the special interests of women are homes, schools, child 
welfare, decent conditions for their children to grow up in, this 
means that all the human questions of the world are bettered by women ■ 
voicein political life^
3. L'esides the fact that the things women care most about are. 
benefit tod by her vote, is the greater fact that her own way of loo. 
ing on those things is important to the state. Her special experiei.c 
as homemaker is needed in government. Her ideals of a good city are 
needed for the sake of her children.

Every question discussed by Congress during the war came 
directly home to women, from drafting their husbands and sons to the 
price of bacon. And Congress as well as every state legislature has 
need of women's counsel on distribution of food, and fuel, on price 
fixing, on profiteering, on employment bureaus, and even on farm loans.

Finally, complete enfranchisement of women will strengthen the 
Mation’s morale.

The insincerity of calling the United States a Republic when 
ialf its adults only are represented will be iemoved.

The sense of injustice, burning in many women because of their 
ack of a-..voice in public affairs, will be remedied.

The inequality of women’s politicM. position now obtaining in 
Jhc United States where some women have full voting rights, some have 
partial rights and some may not even vote for school trustees, will 
be done away with.

Justice to all people--men as well as women --demands that 
:uither sex shall be permitted to be political slackers in the crea- 
;ion of a better civilization in these United. States.

The Nation cannot keep its self-respect before the world untid 
.t fulfills the pledge written in the Constitution and establishes a 

"'’eal democracy in which "We, the people," shall become a reality not 
a more scrap-of-paper promise.


