
Th eg n ward Sweep < Womaifs Suffrage
By Mrs. Fannie May Barbee Hughs.
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legislature does more work, yet 
her home duties are never neg- 
She has six adopted children, 

before sunrise, cooks breakfast, 
it and gets the children off to 

and reaches the assembly ball be- 
She

analysis is building up a barrier 
time will be well nigh impregna-

Some are democrats, others 
It is to Mrs. Agnes Riddle

What have done in State.s
where suffro^e is granted they will at­
tempt to do in other States. Through­
out the summer campaigns have been in 
full swing in numerous States for the 

liow- 
California, as. that

of the farmers of three counties she was 
sent to represent them in the hall of the 
legislature. It is said of her that no man 
in the I 
withal 
lected. 
rises 
serves
school ,........... T. , __
fore the house is called to order.
is working for a larger appropriation for 
the agricultural college and more money 
for rural schools. It is to such women 
that the thinking’, world is turning to find 
out what suffrage is accomplishing, and 
not to those who haver done nothing to 
help humanity any more than they are 
turning to men who are unknown to find 
out the world’s progress. If you were 
figuring on t.ie earning capacity of your 
apiary, you would not be foolish enough 
to investigate the drones, but it would 
be to the workers you would look to 
solve Vhe problem, and so it is in the . 
political areca of Colorado, it is the 
workers wit! whom political bosses arc 

e to reckon.

en. some of the very best men talent in 
the State have been making campaign 
speeches throughout the summer. The 
gospel has been spread from pulpit, 
through the press and at convention halls 
and homes'.

The abolishment of the juvenile court 
n\ade impossible, one involuntarily raises 
hw hand to take off his hat to the cause 
of woman suffrage. In this instance it 
was the mother with her natural instinct 
to protect her offspring that actuated 
them to rise up in the majesty of their 
womanhood and cast their vote for the 
man who had been the friend to friendless 
Children. One day spent in this court, 
where all conditions of crime are dealt 
with and justice meted out to the child 
offender, is a revelation to the seeker after 
truth. To many the crimes perpetrated 
by children would seem impossible of con­
ception and OT'.ly a big brain, a big heart 
and a woman’s instinct are capable of 
dealing with them in all of their hide’ous- 
ness. The boys’ cases come before Judge 
Lindsay, those of the girls before Miss 
Nellie D. Oswald. Mrs. ida L. Gregory is 
clerk of the court, with a number of 
other women holding the office of deputy 
and complaint clerks, each fair dainty 
Avoman wielding the scepter of justice 
with grace intelligence and in the cause 
of right with as much ease and as method­
ically as she graces a mansion or presides 
over the household. No woman has done 
more fur her sex than has Miss Oswald. 
She goes to the bottom of the crime com­
mitted in Denver against womanhood and 
in getting at the bottom of prevalent un­
healthy social conditions she not only pos­
sibly saves one individual, but by her 
careful .................................
that in 
ble.

in numerous States for 
amendment. Particular interest 
ever, is centered in
State will be first to vote on the amend­
ment, and here they are more sanguine 
of success; then, too, its action will affect 
materially that of other .States.
“votes for women” are the words flying 
high in the breeze from many a 
pole, with the injunction in every 
paper:

“Women must work for votes of 
Let every woman mark these two 
on her calendar: Monday, September 1, 
last day to register; Tuesday, October 
10. awiendment election day.

“It should be the conscientious, patriot­
ic. duty of Tory woman ivho respects 
'Xerself and would make the world re­
spect her, to see to it that the men of her 
family, her len friends and her neigh- 

lled on th*» ’’opi .er before 
jiiXU u:-..-1. uiuv cast tlretr 
suffrage on the second.”

one to be admired.'

Must v'ote That Women May
Vote.”

the women are showing wisdom
methods of their campaign and

to the anti-suffrage, 
speakers of renown 
C. Gates and Senator 

The latter says em~ 
civic work does not 

masculine or aggressive, 
■/’dual prefui mftn-., nor rob 

. ._i . ' de­
clared ;.l;. in 7ns Twentyws’ experi­

ence he had never found tvemun coming 
tp gsk councilmen or legislators to do 
something which means to l|er an indi- 
vtyluai gain. She comes asking changes

That suffrage is a natural right is th: ■ through the women’s vote alone that 
claim advanced for woman's suffrage am I udge Lindsay was retained in office and 
that Avomcn are in need of the vote to ; 
adequately protect her interests are rea- ; 
sons urged for demanding the right. This 
agitation lias resulted in the enfranchise­
ment in elections involving property taxes 
and schools in about half the States. In 
four States, namely, Colorado, Utah, Wyo­
ming and Idaho, women possess suffrage 
on equal terms with mem .In .g^smteen 
States they are permitted to vote on 
school matters. In Kansas timy vote in 
municipal elections; Montana and Iowa i 
permit them to vote on the issuance of 
municipal bond'.-. Women taxpayers vote 
in Louisiana in all matters concerning the 
expenditure of public money, aiid Texas 
grants them the right to hold office, giv­
ing a full or partial franchise in twenty­
seven States. Extension of the elective 
franchise is granted to be a work Of evo­
lution, and Mrs. W. H. Phillips declares 
this conviction becomes stronger each day 
as men and wo Wen consider the agitation 
of the woman suffrage amendment. It is 
a long step, counted in years, since the 
first woman’s rights convention was held, 
when women began to base their claims 
for equal rights on the Declaration, of In­
dependence. and when they began to 
memorialize the legislatures and congress, 
and there have been many illustrious 
names added to those of Susan B. Ar- 
thony, !Ilizahcth- '6Ww Stanten,- Virg'nla 
L. Minot, Matilda, Jocel? u Cage, Julia 
Ward Howe, Carrie C. Catt and l ima H. 
Shaw, chief among Avbbm have been evolv­
ed from the Colleges' and uni\ ersitres. 
While the movement had its inception in 
the East, it is to the Av'est we must look 
to see it in .'Successful operation. Here a 
new era th politics has dawned and it’s 
only a. question of time, so say many of 
the shrewdest politicians on the Pacific 
coast, that it will be the case throughout 
the United States as a whole, for if Cal­
ifornia, Oregon, -Nevada and Kansas give 
women the right to vots when the amend­
ment is submitted other States will not 
be slow to follow suit. As they begin to 
realize that a multiplied volt means an 
advantage in representation in congress 
and that needed legislation and appropria­
tions are more easily secured from that 
body, for women voters, organized or un­
organized, are sure to make people sit up 
and take notice, other States will turn to 
them for relief.

which will be for the betterment of a 
community and emphatically declares 
that the ballot’s power will add to wom­
an’s dignity and charm. Senator Gates 
was one of the first speakers at the 
noontime meetings held by votes for 
women clubs, an organization in Los An­
geles which is being officered by Mrs. 
Clara Shortbridge Folz, president, a 
prominent and successful lawyer of that 
city, and Miss Mary Foy, secretary. 
While political organizations of both men 
and women have been formed to work 
in all precincts, wards and counties for 
the-vote for women the work of the feder­
ated clubs is by no means to be considered 
a small factor, and ’ it is the claim of j 
leaders in the West that it is not only ; 
l lie prophet, but the 
events who foresees 
clubs began with the suffrage idea that 
Yheir infiuehc^ will be ultimately invoked 
in its cause, and cite you to the legis­
lative committee of the Colorado Federa­
tion of Women’s Clubs, a committee ap­
pointed by organized women oi that State 
to watch legislation, whi'-h meets on 
Tuesudv mornings in the StaK In,use 
examine every bill introduced into the 
legislature, whose power rests upon non­
partisanship and is composed q< about 
seventy-five women from clubs uirougr- 
out the State, to justify their

Here 
in the 
making converts daily at the noon, af- ; 
ternoon and evening rallies, which the, 
opposition call “pink teas,” and whether 
the amendment carries or not the women j 
are convincing a thinking world by their 
logic and forceful speakers, who have 
been in the field throughout the summer, 
that there is justice in their demands 
for the ballot. Should Hit mHUiJUlnllut be 

. in u^fqrnia they will keep up the 
fl it with as much vim in other States. 
Nevada and Kansas, where the amend­
ment will bo submitted in 1912, will then 
be the battleground.

The most discouraging element, I am 
told by suffrage workers, is to be found 

’ in tiie women themselves; their lethargy 
is harder to combat than is prejudice or 
opposition, and in the California cam­
paign house to bouse canvasses are be­
ing made and by direct contact of mind ? 
women are being aroused. With the flood- ; 
gaffe of thought, left open many practi- j 
cal reasons for demanding the ballot find 
lodgment and are later passed on to their l 
husbands. In the dally meetings held on 
the public thoroughfares, where many 
are attracted through idle curiosity, such 
good arg urn- .its are being advanced that 

Mauny beean v converts. Suffrage speak­
ers from all over ff.merica have been giv­
ing their ti: e to the cause and the Na­
tional association has given liberally of 
funds to promote the work in cities, 
towns and villages. The H.on. Alma Laf­
ferty, member of the house of repre­
sentatives of Colorado, filled numerous 
engagements. Miss Helen Todd, factory 
inspector from Chicago, one of the most 
forceful speakers, toured California, 
speaking in favor of equal suffrage, tell­
ing of conditions with which she came 
in contact in her official duties and urg­
ing that women have a voice in regulat­
ing the hours of labor and conditions 
under which women and children work, ' 
Nor were the speakers confined to worn- ?

. Since 
the couutii that woman suffrage was a 
failure in Colmado, the? antis have taken 
heart and are renewing their attacks with . 
greater vim and zeal. Among the various 
reasons given for opposing women voting 
these .are common: Women can not be 
induced to use their right to vote; they 
like voting' so well/ they neglect their 
homes, they vote like sheep, that they ( 
would- not vote w-ith their parties, and, i 
last but by far most convincing reason for 

. opposition, they sell their vote to. trie high-
j est bidder, therefore it must be a failure.

The desire of Western people to rule 
themselves has been so great within the 
last year that many legislatures have been 
called upon to consider the Initiative, ref­
erendum and recall, and one of the strong­
est arguments put forth by the anti-suf-’ 
frage workers is that women are in favor 
of these measures and that the movement 
has no place in the republican govern­
ment, that the idea is unrepresentative, 
and base their arguments upon what they 
term the records of Washington women, 
who, to use another’s expression, “fa- i 
thered the Seattle recall bill.” With inborn 
Southern prejudice against women partic­
ipating in elections I yvas prepared to 
find even greater flaws and more direful 
consequences attending the evil than were 
set forth by the press, but imagine my 
surprise when, upon summing, up a two 
months’ investigation in Colorado. .Utah 
and California, where I not omy met and 
talked with the political leaders of both 
factions, but attended rallies and talked 
with many of the common herd of women 
voters, I found that practically every 
prominent man interviewed, notwith­
standing. they granted t.bat many of the 
claims set forth were in a measure true, 
that men voters had their prototype in 
women, that not all the women are 
the highest character and that there do 
exist women paid workers as there do 
men, but contend that this should not be 
counted against the cause any more than 
against men, and expressed themselves in 
favor of extending the ballot; and after 
finding this idea prevalent among thinking 
people one is not slow in concluding that 
there is a decided onward sweep of woman 
suffrage at least among leaders. How the 
masses regard it can only be determined 
by the ballot. Another argument that 
has been brought against the cause is the 
defeat of prohibition by the women voters 
of Denver. To such criticism they reply 
that they could not afford to support the 
temperance question at the expense of 
graver issues, proving at least, they have

Another fallacy, that women vote ac­
cording to the dictates of their husbands, 
has been exploded? if we accept the opin- 

j ion of such an eminent authority as the 
j mayor of Colorado Springs, H, F. Avery. 

He says that such is not the case—that 
| women, like men, have their political faith 

inherent, just as they do their religion, 
or, in other words, nine cases out of ten 
women join political parties with which 
their fathers are affiliated.

Probably after all has been said the 
tiling that is carrying woman suffrage 
onward is what women themselves are 
doing who have had the ballot bestowed ‘ 
upon them. Take - Colorado again, for 
instance, for what the Morman women 
ai-o doing with their ballot will fill an­
other volume, there is absolutely no force 
that has accomplished more for efficient, 
honest government than Dr. Elizabeth 

Issioner of Denver 
county. Her exposures of graft ar« 
fahffbar to all citiz'-ns; her efforts are 
on ;'ll lonyuc.': and newspapers lay tribute 
at he ■ feet. Even her enemies admit she 
is influenced alone by what she consid­
ers to be morally right. Mrs. Helen Pen­
fell, former State superintendent of 
schools; Mrs. Helen Wixson, present su­
perintendent of public instruction; Miss 
Ana V/oJeott, elected regent, of the gtate 
university: the Hon. Louise U. Jones, 
Hon. Louise Kerwin, Hon. Agnes Riddle, 
Hon. Alma Lafferty, members of the 
State legislature, and Sarah Piatt Deck­
er have not. only been among the powers 
who have ma.de State history, but are 
the leading women who are making the 
cause of suffrage 
Many of these are not only prominent 
hi politic.'-', but outside of political ac­
tivity, like their male political workers, 
have shown marked ability in the busi­
ness world. '' 
republicans. . _
that a large number of both women and 
men suffrage workers refer to with pride 
as tlie best exponent of suffrage. Mrs. 
Riddle is the wife of a farmer, and, al­
though a republican, it was by the vote

mere reader of ’ 
that ns women’s
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tell you that the argrur-oL ag^nst the 
ameudinent rests largely on prejudice and 
false sentiment, and lead,.rs,.for the cause 
of equal suffrage are attempting to show 
the misguided the error by using argu­
ments advanced by National leaders who 
have studied the times and conditions and 
who declare that women are as interested 
in legislation as men, and are entitled to 
representation;' that those who are ruled 
by the law should at least have a say in 
what should be the laws and who the 
lawmakers. Perhaps no man in public life 
has given more thought co all phases of 
woman suffrage than Judge Louis W. 
Cunningham, and it may be interesting to 
many to know his convictions expressed, 
in a personal interview at his office. He 
said: “It is not expected that women will 
be able .to do in ten years what men have 
failed to do through all the ages, viz., 
throw off blind party bondage. I fought 
for woman suffrage in Colorado City on 
the theory that women had the inalien-

I do not aarc

the ballot is a privilege. Legally this 
may be technically correct, but It has 
always been true that some of the worst 
offenses against society and against indi­
vidual liberty have been able to plead 
some illy advised statute as justification. 
Law, like life, is subject to the immu­
table principles of evolution.” Continu­
ing in his defense of woman suffrage, he 
said: “Notwithstanding that there have 
been some disappointing results, had. I 
known this I still would have voted and 
worked for the measure. I know now 
that the women are nor now powerless; 
i’AN' ff’an rie appealed, to. They ought to, 
an.i i T-nattZe the duties im­
pose u upon tiivm by il.it^gr-xn. u.- 
I know standing with ballots in

; hand they are a constant, warning t 
j men who now completely dominate 
} caucus, the primary and the convention 
» not to become too shameless.” Mr. Cun- 
1 ningham, continuing the conversation, re- 
• cited numerous instances where the sa­

loon man and his interests had been oblit­
erated in his own town, and asserted be­
fore women had the right to vote condi­
tions in his town were shocking, dance 
halls of the very lowest type were per­
mitted to do business; these have disap­
peared. Summing up the good that woman 
suffrage had accomplished, he said, first, it 
had compelled men to think twice of 
woman's rights where he thought of her 
not at all; second, it compelled, women to 
read and investigate for herself.

Rev. Dr. Robert Burdette, speaking 
from a Baptist pulpit, took as his .text 
Philippians 4:111, “Yea, 1. beseech thee, 
true yoke fellows, help these women,” and 
made one of the strongest appeals for 
votes for women heard in the campaign. 
He declared that, the whole sixteenth 
chapter of Romans was an indorsement 
of progresisv# women. His x ord picture 
of the mother in time of strife was the 
masterpiece reply 

Other suffrage 
Tvcre Senator Lee 
Leslie H. Hewett, 
phatically: “I 
mglc-er women 

for indi

Whether one believes in suffrage or not, 
they are bound to admit, that in the West, 
at least the very best element of men and 
women are publicly fighting for it; tfle 
same people who are fighting “ring pull- 
tics” are boosting woman's suffrage, 
which in itself makes it a live wire and 
vital issue. Further statistics prove that, 
whether suffrage is right or Avrong, worn-, 
en take what they believe to be the hon­
est course in their campaigns and put to 
shame many an experienced politician. 
After careful investigation it is safe to as­
sert emphatically that Avomen on a whole 
vote according to their own convictions 
and that they will insist upon clean gov­
ernment.

A glance at a few' of the laws in opera­
tion in States that have equal suffrage, 
and a day ?pent in Judge Ben Lindsay’s . 

. juvenile court at Denver are sufilcieiit 
convincing reasons for declaring that wo­
man’s suffrage is an unqualified success. 
Many of the laws AVer© not. only agitated 
by the women, but through their united 
efforts were placed on the statute books, 
and these too through moral reasons a: d 
not party politics. Instances upon in­
stances can be cited Avhere democratic and 
republican women sacrificed party inter­
est foi that of principle, voting for . the 
individuals who they knew t-o be clean a id 
honest men—small wYrndei- that the chai 

ff'tas been made that you can’t place be 
woman’s vote! .

Tri-c v.-anxvn ba-. <• !■.• .---v ’ in tltefr 
hall, the federated club, the fyndameniM 
principles of-geod government arfdTJu 
sludying.the.-p have learned to a; ply • on, 
io j.heir own neeus ami these ’ their chil­
dren. When it is It. was

vote or won’
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