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UNITED STATES SHip HOUSTON 1 Feb, L2

(Day} { Diate} (Afonth)

bty enemy surface creft in or neer Sunde Strsit. Perth sunk sbout 2345,
Yer. 1 - On or ebout 0040 while engaged with numericelly superior enemy navel force the U.S.S.
HOUSTQH was sunk by gunfire spproximstely 8 miles N.E, of Seint Nicholss Point light.

HAROLD S. Jr.
— . Lt. Comdr., U.S, Nevy
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LO3 FOR CITH OF FEFRI/RY 1942 - U,S8,S, BOUSTON
y,

Feb, 1 « Departed Sarabeys about 1100 in ocompany with Paunl Jones and Whipple
enroute ¥akassar Straits to act as covering perty for Narblsheed and

destroyers dus to attack enuxy south of Balikpepen about midnight Feb. 2nd.,

Peb, 2 « Underway all day without event, Approximately midnight messsge received
from Marblehssd saying "Risk too great®. Houston turned about and pro-
cesded toward Madoers Strait.

Peb, 3 « Arrived Madura Strait about 0800 already at anchor there were the Tromp,
DeRuyter, 3 Dutch destroyers (Van Ghent, Piet Bein, Banckert) and umine
4=pipers (Bulner, Edwards, Pope, Ford, Peoos, Pillstury, Paul Jones,
Stewart Whipple), MNarblebead arrived shortly after. Admirel Purnell
arrived via PBY for conference with Admiral Doorman (ComStriYor)., Plane
returning from first air raid of Surabaya came overhead, looked us over
and ocontinued on, Air defense stations mammed.

Feb, 4 =~ Underway sometime during morning, about 0300 = formation DeRuyter,
Iouston, Marblehead end Tromp, Adr defense about 1020 while emrcute to
Nekagsar Strait. About 54 planes, Mitsubishi 97's participated. Strumck
by boxd about 1230 while going to assistance of Narblebsad who had beem

- Bt by bomb which disabled her steering engines. After kit om Houstes,
proocesded south toward Alas Straits just u}darlmumt;ning.

Fob, 5 - Arrived in Tiilatjsp about 1630 that afterncon. While en rouie from
Mas Strait air defense os one plane (later identified as Dutch PBY)
 was seen, Wounded moved ashore., Began fueling from dock.

Fob, 6 -~ Funeral services were held for 46 Eouston dead. It. (jg) Bamlis in
charge of military esccrt. Marblebeed arrived Tiilatjep, tied wp Just

~ forward of Eouston, ‘

Peb, 7 = Funeral services were held for Marblehead desd. Military escort from
Bouston, Alongside dock all day. Inspection by Adwirel Bart and

hb.t-waumex. DeBuyter moored forward of Bouston, Adwirel
Glassford on board,
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Peb, 9 - DeRuyter departed Tiilatjap for Bali Straits with Tromp, Piet Hein,
Erikon, DesDiv 58 (5) Repairs oompleted to damage doue by bowb hdt,

_ Peb. 1 0 Eolland and Blackhawk entered harbor 1jilatjsp. Underway for Derwin
about 1300, Net Otis in narrows. Trinity out in Bey.

Fod. 11 « Underway for Darwin,

Peb, 12 = Underway for Darwin,

Peb, 13 = Beaded north of Darwin,

Fob, 14 - (Valentine's Day) Arrived Darwin, Pusled from dock.

Psb, 15 = Departed Port Darwin about 0300 in ocmpany with Peary, Swan, Warrego,

 Newna los, Meigs, Tulagl and Port Mar. (Enroute Koepang. Tailed by
one A-engine flying boat. Requssted air support, ome P-40 showed wup,
mumum&um.motnmbm. Run made by flying
beat at about 10,000 feet, no bombs dropped. P=i0 went off. Smoke
soen on borison, identity unknown,

Feb, 16 =« About 08,5 exchange signals with Loch-Head Hudson to southward, About
0900 picked wp flying boat again. Air Gefense 1100, 36 twin-engined
Mitsubisbi 97's, target Bouston, Only on last run wers bombs dropped
on oconvoy. One near-miss on transport Mauna los, two wounded on bosrd,
Wounded men transferred to Houston about 1700, Comvoy ordered retara

" to Darwin, Koepang had been takem,

Yeb, 17 « Enroute Darwin,

Tob, 18 = Arrived Darwin about (1300, 1600, 1100). Fueled from barge. Departed
about 1730 for sea, EHesded in vicinity of Broome for rendeswous with
Lt. lemade, ‘

m:e-cmmmmmcyorm(1:maoomca-§nm)mxm
CSYP ordered Houston to Tjilatjsp.

Fed, 20 « Baroute Tjilatiap.

Feb, 21 = Arrived Tjilatjep at dusk, Snapper class sub leaving a2 we arrived,

hbtmcnumehmgrmtoﬁihtjnp. Fusled from dock,
Fob. 22 « Doparted Tjilatjap about 0800, ecurse 180 then west.
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1 Fedb, 23 = Steered northerly course. IEntered Sunda Strait st dusk, Passed thra
‘ during the might,
Peb, 24 = Arrived Bourabaya Roads sbout 1530, air defense as fighter planes ware
soon overhead, KNo attack, Identity unknown, Tied up st Rotterdan
Pier, &hifted berth to Navy Yard Dock about 2330, Fueled. Jawm
passed, leaving Sourabaya.
Feb, 25 = Tied alongside dock otber side of DeRuyter. Boabed, Bo hits., Shortly
after sunset underway with DeRuyter and Jawa. Course spproximately 090,
Peb, 26 = Underway., Course change to 270. Returned to Sourabaya 0900. Anchored
in streem, Bowbed, No hite. About 1600 entered Exeter, Perth,
Encounter, Electra and Jupiter. 1730 alongside Dutch tenker for fusl,
Also Electra, Jupiter. Departed Sourabaya at about 1930 ia company
with above shipe and Java, DeRuyler, Paul Jones, Edsall, Ford, Bdwards,
Dutch destroyers W, D, Witte, Kortemsuer. Course 090 wundsrway DeRuyter,
Exster, Houston, Perth, Jaw. Dutch destroyers leading American destroyers
tringing up the rear, |
Feb, 27 - Underway, course changed to 270 about 0100, Search for ememy foroe
eontinued, Adr defense about 1330, one plane ressmbling L)E began
dive bomb approach, Fired on by Bouston, 'h:rmdw&mtott. Retura
i to Surabays. Submarine discovered in emtrance mineffelds, Identified

berself as Awarican. Ordered to turn back to sea st 1430,

Feb. 27 - (contimod) Ar defense sounded. Thres aney SOC's overbesd about 1615,
Enemy foroe sighted by planes making for Boviean Island. Otrikincfwn
to intercept. First salw fired from Exster 1630 at enemy battle line.
Battle contimmed all day and night and early morning of =

~ Yeb, 28 - Houston in oompany of Perth, only survivors of Allied Battle line exroute
l , - %o Batavia, Arrived Batavia about 1430, fueled. Enemy S80C's = Lt, Pxyne
E followed closs behind, Departed Batavia for wminown destination via
8unda Straits about 2000, 2300 General Quarters. Houston and Perth

thmﬁumftnqnﬂmm& Perth sk
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Nar, 1 « On or sbout 0040, while engaged with mmerically superior enexy
Nawal foroe, the U.8,8, BOUSION was sk by gmfire approximetsly
8 xiles X.B, of Baint Nicholas Point Light,
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