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The íleotiean people aleo feel that In their leal Inge with 
na aa individúale their finer sensibilities have been studiously 
insulted. The Amerioan people have never learned that aourteous 
and urbane treatment oounte for more with them than any other . 
consideration, and that our lack of policy in thia regard was I 
largely the foundation of their prejudice. The lesson we 
falla to learn In the Phlllppinee, t-ough we had ample oppor­
tunity, was that the polite latín ráese were outraged by the 
brusque and aggresivo conduct of the anglo-saxone.

Generally spsaklnr, American oritiolsm of the Mexican 
people centers arwound hip Ignoivnce, Jack of thrift and 
improvidence. The Mexicans of to-day are a product of the 
cruel mast era, who held them umder the bondage of ignoranoe, 
serfdom and overty ever sinos the days Of the Conquest. >or 
four long and grueling centuries the peon or laboring class 
has been ruled by three dominant faetore fro» waloh they 
could find no avenue of escape, the church, the government and 
the wealthy landowners, not one of whioh has over shown a 
willingness to advance the iratarial intoroeta of the eomon 
people along the lines of education or higher oiviiixatlon. 
"Amuse the Indian but keep him ignorant and poor", has always 
been the slogan of the Mexican 1raderu toward the peon or 
laboring class.

rroas Uj£l until the recognition of Mexican Independence 
by hpein, the history of Spanish America shown that "K«w .pain ' 
was simply a monopoly that was worked for the king and 
privileged classes. After three centurios of smoldering dis­
content a revolution broke out, which led to the estábilahment 
of the Mexican nepublia, with a change of mast era but without 
a change of policy in the treatment of the peon class.

tilth the exception of rrr.noi sco Madero, no Mexiaan president 
has over taken the interest of the laboring class to heart, 
although they represent nine tenth of the population. Though 
wealthy and a born arietocr&t in 1911, JMero started a 
movement which would have revolutionise the sociological condi­
tion of the Mexican people, had it not been for that brutal 
monster Huerta, who, under the pretence of friendly prttootion, 
had him cruelly aseassinate , and there with the brazen 
effrontery of a buccaneer asked President Wilson to recognise 
him as Maderols successor.

It 1b true that our Span! Bh-kmorlcan population e.f the 
border Itatsa has not icept pace with the ambitious and hard 
driving Anglo-Saxons with whom they have lived sines the 
oeeslon of their territoqr in 1646. In their defense wo stuat 
acknowledge that practically no enoquragewent or assistance 
haa ever been rendered chert M the national government, state 
or eomtmity in which they Jive up to the present time, while
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on the other hand they have always been Ignored, treate as 
alione, and often shown lesa oor si de rat ion than the Indians, 
or even the negro since his emancipation.

So little coneideration has been shown than as Indivi­
duals, that even to-day though native born, few regard them- 
etilvas as altísona of the United states, an was shown during 
th* draft of the recent world's ar. Thousand* of the Mexican 
boys In the border «lates fallad to return tiled r nueetionnai ree 
and when ealled to account by the local authorltina frankly 
stated that, they did not return them because they were not 
oonBiderod Air.arlcan citizens. le.ter thousands of them were 
eent to írunao whore they rendered an excellent aoeount of 
themselves in the trenches and on the fighting lino — many 
ox them lie among the honored dead on the fields of Mender# 
and rzanoe, while hunared.s of others returned, home weeilng the 
highest military wards for heroic deed®.

Under the auspice® of the International üeíoiia Bur-iau, 
and with the financial shbíatanco of Mr. A. A., hyde of 
viohlta, 8ar$aa, who has taren a gr at Interest in the walXeurs 
and bstterreent of these people, I went to the Mexican border 
during the past winter and sprinr to make on educatl ■rn/.l, 
induBtrial and. suciologieal survey of the hi/anigih-MericMi 
population living on our side of the line. Uy investigation 
«tended iron Texas to California and included many of the 
email and large towns of the four border ctates.

Although I had served fifteen years on theb-.border, 
while in active service in the army, was veiy much surprized 
to tilnd such a large inersae-a in the -vpnnieh-ep .•a.lng popula­
tion of Can Antonio, which twenty yearn ago numbered 80,000, 
while to-day it numbers 75,000. Owing to the disturbed con­
ditions in Maxi co, hard times and poor wages, Were line been 
a constant stream of Mexican iseigration into the United 
States during the past two dooades, which has proven a veritable 
god-send to the people of the Southwest and should be encouraged. 
Mexicana have laigely superseded ths negro on the faina, 
rano oa, and ir the cotton fielda, i.nd are also eayloyed in 
great numb are on the railroads, in the mines and reduction 
wo xka.

The largest portion of this population in T«ae lives 
in the towns along the Southern Pacific -allway and all that 
territory nouth, especially along the Bio Grands. More than 
half the population of Corpue Christi, Brovrisville, I*x>;¿o, 
liagle Paae, 81 Paso and many of the small towns in that portion 
of the State consist of native or foxeige bom Mexicans. In 
Sew MtiXioo they occupy the valley of the uio Grande and 
tributary streams as .ai north as Taos and the :¡an Juan river 
bhile in Ariaona and California wa find them in the aoutho-* 
parts of those Stat.>8, clinging to the Mexican border, 
they find, the climate and conditions more congenial.
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Although Texas was taxan over by the American people 
nearly one hundred years ago, as tin independent govemiaent 
or by the Union, we find ooanish almost exclusively epoXen 
among the Mexican people there to-day, whether native bom 
or alien. In some of the border oountiee petit and grand 
juries are empaneled whioh are coraposefi of Spanish-at.oaKing 
American citizens, who do not understand Snglish, and it is 
not unconmon to find many of the county officials, including 
magistrates and sheriffs, who are likewise unable to speak 
xnglish. I was Infonaac. that 40> of the btate legislators 
of lew Mexico were unable to speak Snglish as well as many 
of the school trustees of the State.

tósnerally speaking, I found that our Mexican population 
had made little progress along the lines of Araerioanizatlon, 
even among those families resident of the ¿tats slncd the 
Mjfltlcan bar. k'ew of the adults could read, write or speak 
Snglish and differed very little frora the rw®t comers in 
tholr customs and habits of living, 'i’hey are naturally a 
timid and dirlnking people, living apart in separate pueblos 
and districts, with little or no social or business inter­
course with the Bnglish speaking population, by whom they 
are held at arsis length. Thus ostracised as it were, by 
their American neighbors, they hafd little opportunity to 
learn our language or to become .¡isful American citizens.

Si th few oxeeptlons our Mexicai population lives under 
tho poorest economic conditions. Their houses, generally 
rented, consist of aoobe, buildings, of one or two rooms with 
dirt floors, or miserable wooden shacks unprovided with proper 
heating, bathing or sanitary arrangements. Baturally under 
such conditions, with poor food we should except to find a 
diseased people with a high death rate. As a rule the woman 
are ignorant, know little of domestic science, especially 
along the lines of food preparation, which largely accounts 
for the gr at mortality among the infant class.

Tuberculosis, stomach troubles and anaemia are very 
prevalent, due largely to overcrowding, Inoufilolwiit and 
improper food and poor sanitary oo dltlons. They arc 
freiuently forced to sleep closely together in small rooms 
where one or more embers of the family are infected with 
tuberculosis. Suring o® survey of the living conditions in 
ban Antonio I found a c impound or corral, located on a city 
square of less than one acre, containing fifty five miserable 
habitations with a population of more than 350 people. 
Similar conditions exist in many other cities and especially 
in Sos Angeles, krom a recent survey made of that cit»J>y 
Mr. G. Sromloy Oxnam, we find the annual death rate ojflhm, 
Mexi can Infant population to bo 15s, while the Amari 
Infant zato was 54. Of the 10,075 deaths in sos 
1918-1919, 1121 or 11.1% were Mexican, and this iiom 
the population.
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« »• o,l°jl sohoí>1e would not or ly improve the eondltion oí our
» 14*lt$caa population, uit tould aleo bo the rsmp of proBazia» í^-iüííí y"'mK “exloan men and . »*en tor eduoatlonal wok- ir 1 P 

2*.;.??^: Jnktirtfiitíü” -lu- regalar aoadaoio oonraQ8, euch 
Wh^w o- r i ?rf'Ar,18CÚ a” B6:£loalLu:t»l and vocatio ,®.! 3ine8, 

i itnrff ' ?ff‘2 tn'de Jr occupation mljrht bo lean...d. Juoh 
atudiee Bhould be very wido in their rajóle and should ulro troluda la«\ructi,n m M^ogzaphy, typewxitingTtolegxmita. wi^le*

n«Bd 2r'mi' f,0 the “^loa” People .living wit in our bordar 
need our syra athj and aoeisti-noe, out the people of old toxico.who 2ave”}^*o k8tJ.b.13en.tüxn to pioce« by designing »*,

XV be froBont time the finare lai aid of our povera- i^tlk, «"T!ít<hs"V »ur people. Kith ou/help as
A-ge |^n*?h- ,/ nCa ;n ±rl0ndlineeei .telco could.

•:.. . MUonrSf to eWorld" 61 t<UCe h,ir plaoe tka

- , “iendly Preeident and a grow-
ñ srkd.k-kTva----- '*"2^** <WWMi;r Dwplo, the Uhlttid Jtrii ■ o nevtir

.a.. j”í »“x:‘?,.:ílirxT ™-

a^oí1^ O.unirlo; would eo»a an
^221bl2 t^ÁF^tíí Pr»P^ representative it la
2o*2 south of tV " n V1'-2^ to ti aclare a sixty -tile white 
r2d H^htthe border, ix v.hloh ealhllng, dtiriidae, end the 
red light district would bo piihlbltdd.

♦kU”d<r }he Preeeot condition® the border has become the roiwra 2 m±o to'thleEiCnlti 5bOth «"«Irtee which has not o. 1? boco^ 
aad^urltv^# r.spcettxble people living there, but to the - cace 
omit h1 boto xtpuolios. tito a white zone of slxtv mlloa

»V ,bor4or not the moisi Uro Of thousande of our 
nlnTto^th^if”^118” 8? ,tlllere' a8 ♦®UI1*S *=10 be protected* but 
nine taathe oi our prosent armed toree on duty there could MvOu.

- ui e. jcxion
ing peecoful sentiment among thoir neoul flSn A crv ^akT. A v> »<4wé«-4.W—a *_

April, 19.-'./. - ' A.3ÜI8ffíüB,3.0,
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