
Disco lives!
New book tracks history, 
rebirth of the dance craze
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Tommy Murphy and Justin 
Frazier were crowned 
Houston Area Teen Coalition 
of Homosexuals prom king 
and queen last year.
H.A.T.C.H. is seeking sponsors 
for this year's prom, slated 
for May 4.
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L Activist Luz Guerra, above, 
was the keynote speaker at 
the 14th annual Texas 
Lesbian Conference held last 
weekend in San Antonio. 
Lesbian filmmaker Kelli Herd, 
who wrote and directed the 
film 'It's In The Water,' 
showed TLC attendees out 
takes from the movie's 
lesbian love scene.
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Kate Revnell-Smith, Greg 
Gorden and Foster Davis star 
in the Actors Theatre of 
Houston's production of the 
haunting fantasy and dark 
comedy of 'Baltimore Waltz.' 
The play runs through April 28.
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HIV ‘reinfection’
doesn’t slow barebackers
Researchers say there's a possibility 
an HIV-positive person could be 
'reinfected' with a drug-resistant 
strain of the virus, but absent 
proof, many are taking the risk
by ERIC ERICKSON

The disturbing news came from a hospital in Ottawa, 
Canada: A gay man already infected with HIV had con­
tracted a second strain of the disease. Maybe.

Some public health advocates are relying on the 
Ottawa case and the theory of ''reinfection" to warn HIV­
positive men not to have unsafe sex, even with others 
infected with the virus. The advice challenges what 
appears at least a more visible trend toward "bareback- 
ing"—as unprotected anal intercourse is called—when 
both partners are already HIV-positive.

Infectious disease specialist Dr. Jonathan Angel pre-
Continued on Page 8
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Some researchers argue that HIV-positive men who bareback are risking reinfection 
or superinfection. But that hasn't slowed the popularity or variety of Web sites to 
find willing partners. Some sites, like one in the U.K., allow users to dick on a map 
to find barebacking parties in their neighborhood.

Brown reaffirms commitment to gay community
Mayor holds breakfast meeting, 
touts non-discrimination policy 
effort, pitches for third term
by TROY CHRISTENSEN

About 110 leaders of Houston's gay community gath­
ered at the Allen Park Inn last Saturday for a breakfast host­
ed by Houston Mayor Lee Brown.

Janine Brunjes, Brown's liaison to the gay community, 
invited individuals representing a variety of community 
organizations and constituencies so they could hear what 
the mayor and his allies on City Council are doing to pass a 
city employment non-discrimination policy, as well as his 
pitch for re-election to a third term.

"I came to Houston in 1984 and never in that time have 
we had a mayor hosting a breakfast for the GLBT commu­
nity," Brunjes said. Other Brown firsts Brunjes mentioned 
included issuing an executive order banning discrimination 
based on sexual orientation in city employment, appointing 
a community liaison and an openly gay municipal court 
judge, creating a hate-crimes division at the Houston Police 
Department, testifying in Austin in favor of gay-inclusive 
hate-crimes legislation and riding in the 2000 Houston

>- Continued on Page 8

Mayor Lee P. Brown held a breakfast meeting with more than 100 members of 
Houston's gay community last Saturday at Allen Park Inn. Brown took the oppor­
tunity to solicit votes for a third term as mayor and to remind attendees of his 
efforts to pass a gay-inclusive non-discrimination policy for the city.
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Med Center equipped to deal with gay youth
Texas Children's, 
Memorial Hermann 
Children's Hospital 
address sexual 
orientation of patients
by ROBERT B. HENDERSON

When a teenager begins their pilgrimage 
through their sexual awakening, it is trou­
bling to wake up and find the object of their 
affection is a person of the same sex.

Two of the hospitals of Houston's Texas 
Medical Center—Texas Children's Hospital 
and Memorial Hermann Children's 
Hospital—focus their treatment on youth 
from infancy through the 17th year, but they 
go beyond the age of majority where conti­
nuity of care is desirable. They also offer 
care to youth whose sexual orientation is 
not "standard issue."

Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D., is the chief 
of psychiatry at Texas Children's Hospital. 
He said they do their work with children 
and families of all ages. As it works out the 
psychiatry service therapists may work 
with an adult as well as working with 
younger children. As therapists work with 
families and children they encounter youth 
who are same-sex oriented.

Perry was unaware of any statistics with 
regard to teenage suicide relating to sexual 
orientation A 1995 survey of 4,167 
Massachusetts public high school students 
resulted in a total of 3,365 students respond­
ing to both suicide and sexual orientation 
questions.

The results indicated gay, lesbian, bisex­
ual and "not sure" youth were nearly three- 
and-a-half times more likely to attempt sui­
cide than their fellow "straight" students. 
The results were published in the Archives 
of Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine. The

Texas Children's Hospital, above, and Memorial Hermann Children's Hospital both treat adolescents 
dealing with issues of same-sex orientation. Both hospitals emphasize treating youths with accept­
ance and understanding as the teens struggle with their sexual orientation.
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abstract of the article dealing with the 
results of the survey may be read on-line at 
www.ama-assn.org/sci-pubs/ 
journals/archive/ajdc/vol_153/no_5/poa8 
293a.htm.

"One of the things we run into frequent­
ly is an adolescent who is getting an emerg­
ing sense of their sexuality and it causes 
them conflict," Perry said.

"I do know when kids feel hopeless and 
there are no other options and to some 
degree have some self-loathing, it increases 
their risk of doing self destructive things."

While teenagers are discovering their 
same-sex orientation, they may also find 
themselves in a place removed from the 
mainstream of peer norms, but Perry com­
mented in his experience, adolescents are 
much less judgmental than they might have 
been just 15 years ago.

"The further you get up in the genera­
tions, in age, the more likely you are to see

more overtly expressed biases," Perry said.
But in many families, tolerance isn't test­

ed until confronted with the issue of homo­
sexuality first-hand, Perry said.

"I do think even people who will say 
they're tolerant, when the issue confronts 
them in their own family, that belief is chal­
lenged pretty often. Sometimes they come 
out doing fine, other times it may be an 
issue they really haven't thought much 
about."

He said many families have had a histo­
ry with an "old maid," "confirmed bache­
lor" or may have had an experience with 
someone who was explicit about their sexu­
al orientation.

How the family handled the situation 
will be a guidepost to the adolescent con­
cerning how they will be handled, per­
ceived and treated in the family. If the ado­
lescent sees a history of poor treatment by

Continued on Page 12
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TIC speaker encourages sense of community

Activist Luz Guerra was the keynote speaker 
at the 14th annual Texas Lesbian Conference 
held last weekend in San Antonio.

§
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Activist Luz Guerra 
discusses diversity at 
annual convention
by D.L. MURPHY

The fourteenth annual Texas Lesbian 
Conference took place in San Antonio last 
weekend, with approximately 120 women 
in attendance, about the same number as 
attended last year's conference in Houston.

The conference opened Friday evening 
with a reception given by the Lesbian and 
Gay Rights Lobby of Texas. Participants 
used this time to renew old acquaintances, 
confirm the conference's agenda, and pre­
view goods offered by the various vendors. 
Sharon Bousquet provided entertainment.

Saturday morning began with a show­
ing of "One Fine Day." This powerful video 
retrospective of women's lives over time

moved many of the audience members to 
tears. This video was designed as a 
reminder of how much women have gained 
over the past 100 years as well as how much 
is at stake given the current political cli­
mate.

Luz Guerra was the keynote speaker. 
Guerra, a longtime community activist 
from San Antonio, discussed the idea that 
this year's conference theme "Rainbows on 
the River" is really a theme about building 
bridges in our lives.

"I don't believe we are safe from being 
gathered up and imprisoned. The old 
hatreds still exist," Guerra said. "We are the 
bridge between the things we don't want to 
remember and the future we could be. I 
want us to bridge all the divides that come 
between us and come together as a commu­
nity of women."

Guerra addressed what she referred to

Continued on Page 12
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ALTERNATIVES
DEPRESSION, ANXIETY,

Beware of:
^Treatment centers 

and programs that 
exploit the gay 
community.

NOW, THERE'S 
LIGHT AT THE END 
OF THE TUNNEL!

ALTERNATIVES is the nation's only GAY OWNED 
OPERATED alcohol, drug and mental health program w 
leadership has provided over 25 years of pride ah| 
the Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and Transgender Co 
ALTERNATIVES specializes in treating HIV/AID

Call Today
1-8OO-DIAL-GAV (1-800-342-5429) 

www.alternativesinc.com

HOUSTON T PHILADELPHIA 
DENVER ▼ LOS ANGELES

accepted. JCAHO Accredited

ALTERNATIVES Tips on Choosing 
Gay Treatment

Ask:
▼ Are you in a safe & secure Gay 

Owned and Operated facility?

▼ Will you be treated in a 
Dedicated Gay Unit?

▼ Will you be cared for by 
experienced Gay 
Professionals and Gay 
Support Staff?

▼ Is your Treatment 
Center dedicated to 
the Gay Community 
and supportive of 
our causes?

around the nation
Trans dancers in NY sue club after being replaced with 'real girls'

NEW YORK (AP)—Two transsexuals say they were fired from their go-go dancing jobs 
at a Chelsea nightclub because the club decided they wanted to hire "real girls." Amanda 
Lepore and Sophia LaMar, both post-operative transsexuals, have filed a $100,000 discrim­
ination lawsuit against Twilo, charging they were wrongfully terminated and suffei^ 
"emotional distress, humiliation... and damage to reputation and career." Lepore starte^H 
the club in 1995; LaMar joined in 1997. On Feb. 2, 2000, LaMar received a call from club 
manager Mike Bindra telling her she and Lepore were being fired because they wanted 
"real girls" or "biological girls." "It made me feel like a dog that's been given a lot of love 
to and then gets given back to the shelter," LaMar said. Twilo's lawyer, Peter Sullivan, 
called the suit "unfortunate" and said Twilo was very supportive of transsexuals. "It's like 
having a gay person suing a gay bathhouse for discrimination," he said.

Liberace Museum in NV won't use the 'G' word in describing singer
LAS VEGAS—At the Liberace Museum, visitors 

can see the entertainer's costumes, pianos and vin­
tage cars, but the subject of Liberace's homosexuali­
ty is still taboo, Reuters reported. "Look at the way 
Elton John and other rock stars dressed: pure 
Liberace," said Brian Alvarez, the museum collec­
tions manager, about the entertainer's cultural influ­
ence. But on the topic of the star's sexual orientation, 
Alvaraz said that "the official position of the muse­
um, if asked, is that he died of HIV and he was prob­
ably gay And that's it." In 1959, Liberace won a libel 
suit against the Daily Mirror for calling him, among 
other things, a "deadly, winking, sniggering... quiv­
ering, giggling, fruit-flavored, mincing, ice-covered 
heap of mother love." In that court case, Liberace 
denied that he had ever engaged in gay sex, and won 
$22,000, the largest British libel settlement to date. In 
1985, he also settled a palimony suit with former 
chauffeur Scott Thorson. He died two years later. But 
the lack of an official coming out doesn't fool many 
people—notoriously anti-gay Rev. Fred Phelps pick­
eted in front of the museum earlier this month.

Gays back lawsuit over Internet filter law, concerns on free speech
PHILADELPHIA (AP)—Civil liberties groups and a library association filed lawsuits 

March 20 seeking to halt a new law that would require public schools and libraries to install 
Internet "filtering software" or lose federal funding. Critics of the Children's Internet 
Protection Act said the legislation would censor constitutionally protected information, 
and pointed out that the software, which blocks access to online material deemed 
"obscene," "harmful to minors" or "child pornography," often ends up filtering out 
sites of gay support groups or sites that provide medical information. "The law has a r^B 
sounding name, but the truth is that it offers no guarantee for children," said Elliot 
Minchberg of People for the American Way, which sued along with the American Library 
Association. The same groups successfully filed suit in the same court in 1996 and 1999 
against other federal laws that sought to shield children from online pornography.

FL judge says school system can't ban Scouts from its buildings
MIAMI—A federal judge has found that Broward County school officials cannot ban 

the Boy Scouts of America from meeting in its school buildings, the Miami Herald report­
ed. U.S. District Judge Donald M. Middlebrooks said the school district has the right to 
end an agreement that allowed the Scouts to meet in public schools without charge, but 
that "[i]n expressing its own message and setting its example for students to follow, the 
school board cannot punish another group for its own message." School officials had 
hoped to end the Scouts' use of public school buildings by March 30, charging the 
group's ban on gay scoutmasters violates the district's anti-discrimination policy.

Supreme Court rules against gay man in arbitration case with employer
WASHINGTON (AP)—The U.S. Supreme Court has used a case in which a gay 

signed away his rights to sue for harassment to rule that workers can be forced to take^J 
related disputes to arbitration by their employers. The case involves Saint Clair Adams, a gay 
man who signed an arbitration document in which he agreed to arbitrate employment dis­
putes when he went to work at a Circuit City in Santa Rosa. In 1997, Adams sued Circuit City 
in California state court, and argued that he resigned after being repeatedly harassed at work 
because he is gay. The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco found that Adams 
could sue in spite of the arbitration agreement, but by a 5-4 margin, the U.S. Supreme Court 
reversed that decision. The high court ruled that the lower court's legal reasoning would only 
lead to more lawsuits instead of limiting them. Justice John Paul Stevens wrote a dissenting

-----------------—----- ------------opinion in which he accused the majority of "play- 
For more news, visit--------------- ostrich" to the legislative and historical context
WWW.houstonv6ice.com of the arbitration law and its consequences.
------------------------- ------------- —From staff and wire reports

Liberace's cultural influence lives on, 
but even 14 years after his death, the 
Liberace Museum will only allow that 
the piano player 'was probably gay.'
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police beat
NY hate crimes law used to charge teen for harassing AOL message

SUFFOLK, N.Y.—A high school student was arrested by Suffolk police March 20, 
lome three months after he allegedly sent an anti-gay instant message to a schoolmate 
while on America Online. James Ford III, 18, has been charged with second-degree 
aggravated harassment for allegedly sending the threatening message that appeared to 
indicate he knew the victim's residence, police said. Det. Sergeant Robert Reeks, com­
manding officer of the Bias Crimes Bureau, said America Online was "very coopera­
tive" but it still took considerable time to track down the message sent on Dec. 8. Ford 
is the second person to be charged under New York's new hate crimes law.

Ml man alleges trans girlfriend confessed to killing uncle for cash
TROY, Mich. (AP)—A Michigan man testified he didn't know that his girlfriend was a

pre-operative transsexual until the night she allegedly confessed to her uncle's murder.
Danny Chahine, 40, said that while he was dating Vonlee Nicole Titlow, she had resisted sex­
ual intimacy by recalling stories of past rape and cancer. Titlow also told him that her aunt,

■T Billie Jean Rogers, would pay $25,000 to get rid of her 
husband, Donald. When Titlow told Chahine Aug. 14 
that Donald Rogers had died the night before, Chahine 
asked, "What did you guys do?" He said that Titlow 
then allegedly said that her aunt wanted Rogers cre­
mated so police wouldn't find any evidence. That 
night, Titlow told Chahine that she was bom Harry 
Titlow, and-that her aunt had promised her money for 
gender-reassignment surgery. Titlow and Rogers are 
accused of killing Donald Rogers by force-feeding 
him alcohol and smothering him. The testimony 
came during a preliminary hearing last week.

Vonlee Nicole Titlow, born os Harry V. Titlow, is charged in 
the murder of her uncle, who police said was killed so Vonlee 
Titlow could get funds needed for a sex-change operation.

PA brothers, parents charged in gay panic case that left victim in coma 
MIDDLEBURG, Pa. (AP)—Two brothers were ordered to stand trial in a Pennsylvania 
court, accused of stomping and punching a man who one of them alleges made a sexual 
advance. Todd J. Clinger, 18, and Troy L. Clinger, 20, are charged with attempted murder 
in the March 6 attack on Michael Auker. Both of the brothers and Auker were drinking at 
Todd Clinger's trailer prior to the incident, police said. After the attack, the two men 
allegedly carried Auker to his trailer, where he was found two days later in a coma. Auker 
remains in what authorities called a "permanent comatose" state. Nicki Lee White, Troy 
Clinger's fiance, said the brothers planned to lure Auker out to the deck of their trailer so 

could "beat him up, kill him." The parents of the brothers also face charges in the inci­
dent. Police said the teens' father, Gary Clinger, helped move Auker to his trailer.

VA man gets 9-year prison sentence for attacking gay teen with pipe
FREDRICKSBURG, Va.—A Virginia teen was ordered to serve nearly nine years in 

prison for an unprovoked attack that left a boy critically injured, the Fredricksburg Free 
Lance-Star reported. Thomas J. Rivers, now 18, was convicted of striking a 15-year-old boy 
with a metal pipe, and received a sentence of 26 years, with 16 years and four months of 
the sentence suspended. The victim never said anything to Rivers, but the man pushed and 
spit on the boy eight months earlier because someone told him the teen said Rivers was 
attractive, accourding to court records. When Rivers saw him walking across the street, he 
pulled over and attacked the boy. "We're here today because Tommy Rivers hates gay peo­
ple," Prosecutor Eric Olsen said during the sentencing hearing. Rivers' attorney had argued 
that his client suffers from post traumatic stress disorder as the result of sexual abuse.

Police launch undercover stings to crack down on gay sex in VA parks
ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP)—Complaints from tourists about public sex along the George 

^^Washington Memorial Parkway have prompted U.S. Park Police to step up enforcement. 
O^ince February 2000, 293 people have been charged with indecent exposure and "indecent 

acts" at sites that include the Iwo Jima Memorial Park and Turkey Run Park and others list­
ed on Internet directories of gay male cruising spots. "We have a real problem here. You 
have some of the nation's most prominent parks that are sites for everyone to enjoy, and 
you go into a restroom and find" sex acts, Assistant U.S. Attorney Rosanne Haney said. U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Theresa C. Buchanan said in court that she has decided to hand out sig­
nificantly more jail time. "By this conduct, the park is no longer available to others, to 
tourists," she said. The judge sent three first offenders to jail for 48 hours and ordered them 
to pay $1,010 in fines and fees. She sent another man, who had a prior conviction for the 
same offense, to jail for two weeks. The continuing arrests show the undercover enforce­

ment effort is not working and argue that uni­
formed officers would be a greater deterrent, 
defense attorneys said.

—From staff and wire reports

For more news, visit 
www.houstonvoice.com
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Workshops
Now Available!

Limited

Seating.
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Soon!

713-527-0000

1006 Missouri St.
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Psychotherapist 
Counseling 

Consultation

Tony Carroll,
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.. 713-527-0000
H M’M'M'. Houston Therapist, com

Il A Workshop for 
Single Gay Men 

$120 per person

In this workshop learn about

♦ Being attracted to more appropriate . 
partners

♦ Eliminating incompatible people faster
♦ Identifying and overcoming what has kept 

you single
♦ Using the natural progression of 

relationships to predict the outcome
♦ Exploring new places and ways for 

meeting people

Getting over going after the difficult ones
Improving your dating skills

Finding and maintaining lasting, loving, 
relationships

C A Workshop for
♦ Gay Couples

$155 per couple

Understanding and Improving 
Love Relationships

Most couples leave this workshop with:

♦ Better communication skills
♦ Reduced frustration and blame

♦ Specific plans for increasing 
happiness

♦ Greater compassion for themselves 
and their partners

♦ Increased certainty about their 
relationship

♦ Tools for shaping a happier future

♦ Improved ways for working through 
the hotspots

For more information or a free brochure, call or visit our web site: 

bouston* 1

April 28/29 or Sept. 22/23

_ Tony Carroll, lmsw-acp
UfT Cotmselmg, PsychaAenpy, Workshops for Individuals and Couples

April 7/8 or Sept. 8/9

Jeffrey

Rob Schmerler & Staff

713.661.7700
Business Insurance ’ Workers Compensation 
Group Health ▼ Life Insurance & much more

6575 W. Loop South, Suite 185 Bellaire, TX 77401

For Auto, Home & Health
Your 

Community 
Insurance
Agency!

Rob

(713) 528 6777

Shouldn't this option be discussed face-to-face?

Call 1-800-275-3090

LINKED VIATICAL BENEFIT^

3701 Kirby Drive

Suite 1036

When you're gay, living with HIV and thinking of selling your 

life insurance, shouldn't you be given a face-to-face 

consultation in a no-pressure, no-obligation environment? 

Linked Viatical Benefits is proud to be the only gay owned

and operated viatical broker with a local office in Houston.

After all, we believe in providing you the 

personal attention you deserve and getting you the 

most money in the 'shortest time!

Selling your life insurance 
is a major decision

LOCAL OFFICE

Houston, TX 77098
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EDITORIAL

‘T’ time at the Human Rights Campaign
by CHRIS CRAIN

After years of criticism from 
transgender activists and other 
gay rights groups, the Human 
Rights Campaign announced 
last week that it was officially 
changing its mission to include 
advocacy for "V," "Q," "B" and 
//rp //

Officials with HRC, the 
country's biggest gay rights 
lobby, insisted the mission 
creep only reflected work the 
group was already 
doing on behalf of transgen­
dered Americans. That must be 
the case because HRC still 
refuses to add "gender identi­
ty" protection to the 
Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, the group's 
signature piece of federal legis­
lation.

And rightly so. With 
Congress and the White House 
in GOP hands, adding "gender 
identity" to ENDA would also 
add years to the time it would 
take to pass ENDA. When the 
public is better educated on 
trans issues, ENDA will be ripe 
for amendment to include gen­
der identity. Better that lesbians 
and gay men get some protec­
tion in the meantime.

You won't hear trans 
activists admit it, but it is also 
the case that transgendered 
folks would be protected by 
federal workplace protections 
in most cases anyway, either 
through existing laws covering 
sex discrimination, or through 
ENDA's addition of sexual ori­
entation.

That's because most bigots 
don't take the time to parse the 
difference between gender and 
"gender identity." A male-to- 
female trans worker fired for 
"acting like a woman" is most 
likely a victim of sex-based dis­

crimination and can already 
sue today. A female-to-male 
trans worker who misses a pro­
motion because her bosses 
decide she must be a "butch 
dyke" would be able to sue 
under ENDA.

In how many cases would 
the Neanderthals who do the 
discriminating decide to fire 
someone for the narrowly 
defined motivation of bias 
against their "gender identity"?

Transgender activists will 
undoubtedly continue to press 
HRC leaders to mend their 
"LGB" ways on ENDA, but 
let's hope the agency at least 
gets some credit for the spirit of 
inclusiveness that surely moti­
vated the mission statement 
amendment.

Trans folks have been part 
of the gay rights movement 
since its beginning in 1969, 
when drag queens helped lead 
the Stonewall Riots. And since 
the days when AIDS first struck 
gay men, drag queens have 
done far more than their share 
to raise funds to fight the epi­
demic.

More and more transsexu­
als, pre and post-operative, 
have also stepped out of the 
closet and into the greater gay 
community, at least in larger 
cities. Though their number 
remains very small, they often 
are among the few who commit 
to active leadership in commu­
nity organizations.

For all those reasons, and 
the spirit of inclusiveness they 
engender, HRC should be com­
mended by trans activists for 
adding their cause to its mis­
sion.

At the same time, it's criti­
cally important that HRC and 
other national gay groups do 
not allow our allied status to 
blur the lines of "LGBT" so 

THE 
REAL1

much so that we forget the 
important differences between 
sexual orientation and gender 
identity.

After all, a movement for 
equal rights based upon sexual 
orientation is by no means the 
same thing as a movement for 
equal treatment based on gen­
der identity or the many other 
issues important to trans 
activists.

not allow that central message 
to be obscured or confused 
with this battle over GID as a^^ 
"reformed" mental disorder.

On an even more funda­
mental level, there is a very 
vocal element within the trans 
movement that advocates our 
liberation from gender alto­
gether, attacking "male" and 
"female" labels as arbitrary 
social constructs.

Inclusiveness is a good thing, but the 
gay rights alphabet shouldn't stop at'T'

The experience of the other 
big national gay rights group is 
instructive here. The National 
Gay & Lesbian Task Force 
proudly proclaims a mission to 
"eliminate prejudice, violence 
and injustice against gay, les­
bian, bisexual and transgen­
dered people."

But the NGLTF leaders con­
sidered themselves so wed to 
fighting for trans rights and gay 
rights simultaneously that they 
actually withdrew their sup­
port from ENDA because HRC 
and the bill's Congressional 
sponsors would not add gen­
der identity.

The Task Force decision was 
no doubt well-intentioned, but 
the gay rights movement can ill 
afford such myopic vision 
when keeping our eyes on the 
prize.

NGLTF has also worked 
hard to change views about 
Gender Identity Disorder, and 
whether that diagnosis should 
be removed from the American 
Psychiatric Association's list of 
mental disorders.

Sound like a fight similar to 
the one gays fought back in the 
70s? It's not.

The Task Force position, 
backed by the major trans 
rights organizations, has been 
for "reform" not "removal" of 
GID from the Diagnostic & 
Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders. That's because 
"some transgender people use 
a GID diagnosis to qualify for 
hormone treatment, surgery 
and, in limited cases, anti-dis­
crimination protections based 

on disability."
Tenet number one in the gay 

rights movement, since its 
founding, has been that sexual 
orientation is not a mental dis­
order. It is very important that 
HRC and other gay groups 
adding the "T" to their mission 

Most lesbians and gay men 
do not wish for such liberation. 
They realize that the elimina-^ 
tion of gender is also the elim^g 

ination of sexual orientation. 
We can't love someone of the 
same gender if there is no such 
thing.

Many gay men and lesbians 
struggle all their lives to correct 
the impression that their sexual 
orientation is somehow a rejec­
tion of their biological gender, 
or at least a discomfort with it. 
Of course, that rejection forms 
the core of being transgen­
dered.

And being liberated from 
their gender doesn't make the 
Gay Hot 100 of activism goals. 
The cause of gay civil rights 
would be hopelessly confused 
by arguments for gender libera­
tion and for excising "he" and^ 
"she" from the language, a!V 
many trans activists demand.

Gender Identity Disorder 
and gender liberation are only 
two examples. The trans move­
ment is as inclusive as it gets: 
male-to-female and female-to- 
male, pre-op, post-op, and non­
op, transsexuals, transgen- 
derists, drag queens, transves­
tites, the intersexed, hermaph­
rodites and heterosexual cross 
dressers.

The trans movement is so 
inclusive that some of the 
groups it claims want no part of 
it. Some cross gender lines 
based upon how they self-iden-^ 
tify, some do it for sexual kicksl^ 

and some do it to entertain.
The gay and lesbian com­

munity may be just as diverse, 
but the message about sexual 
orientation is so much more 
concise: Our freedom and civil 
rights should not be curtailed 
based upon who we love.

Let us hope that message 
does not get lost in the alphabet 
soup of LGBT inclusiveness.
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by SUE NULL

The Web site invitation 
from Concerned Women for

VIEWPOINT

Descent into the lions’ den with ‘Concerned Women’
her mind, not doing so would be the first 
crucial step to same-sex marriage.

Next would be the passage of a civil 
unions law without identifying the "sig- 

cerned about protecting the family, they 
were leaving my family out in the cold. 
My gay and lesbian children were no 
threat to them, and sexual minority peo-

"inherent worth and dignity of every 
individual."

All these lovely CWA women were 
sweet and gracious and kind and smiling, 

America (cwfa.org) to a 
breakfast, to learn about current issues in

nature sex act" that defines the "union." 
This "signature sex act" was repeated like

pie were already in the schools, in their 
churches, in their workplaces, function-

but scary with their utter confidence in 
their righteousness and with their zeal to

the Texas legislature sounded innocuous, 
but oh God, what a downer!

I went, and it was gruesome. Even 
though I realized from their Web site that 
there didn't appear to be a single issue on 
which I could agree with these people, 
after years of being an outspoken P-FLAG 
parent, I still wasn't prepared for their 
fear and negativity.

Apart from a brief mention of redis­
tricting, Medicaid and a few other issues, 
the two speakers focused on the bills that 
affected gays and lesbians. Evidently, the 
passage or destruction of these bills [in 
their minds] are the clue to making a bet­
ter Texas in the future.

Charlie Howard, a state legislator, and 
Teresa Collett, law professor at South 
Texas College of Law, lamented that the 
Texas Defense of Marriage Act appears to 
be tied up in committee. The 50 some 
good conservative Christian Republican 
women and a few men (no visible minori­
ties of any kind) in attendance wanted to 
know what they could do to get it out of 
committee and to preserve Texas' morali­
ty from the frightful homosexual agenda.

Collett identified herself as one of the 
few female Christian Republican law pro­
fessors in the country. She was relieved to 
see that the Texas 14th Court of Appeals 
had upheld the sodomy law because in 

a mantra throughout the morning; it was 
important whether it produced children 
or not and gay and lesbian unions could­
n't possibly do the same.

She admitted that gay men and women 
could have strong "friendships," but that 
the state shouldn't be expected to license 
friendships. She also said that a practical 
secular reason for opposing domestic part­
ner benefits is that because of the inherent 
instability in gay relationships, and the con­
stant changing of partners, there is increased 
cost in administering such a program.

Then, of course, she made it clear that 
none of her objections were homophobic in 
nature, and that if she should suffer the 
tragedy of having a child in the gay 
"lifestyle," she could continue loving that 
child while expecting him/her to be celibate.

The audience fretted over the dire pos­
sibilities of gay teachers in the schools, 
gay adoption and possibility of domestic 
partner benefits becoming enacted in 
Houston sometime in the future. It was 
ironic to watch them revel in their photo­
graphs taken at their lobby day against 
EXDMA on Feb. 14 in Austin when I was 
planning to lobby two days later for the 
very same bill they were fighting against.

At the end, I was able to get a few 
words in edgewise at the mike. I told the 
assembly that while they were so con­

ing as responsible people.
The Texas DOMA was pointless and 

hurtful, and there were so many real 
problems in Texas to deal with; why were 
they expending so much time and energy 
on denying my children equal rights?

Their answer, obviously, was to "love 
the sinner, hate the sin." God, what a tire­
some excuse for thinking! A visiting les­
bian came up and thanked me for speak­
ing. So did an older CWA woman who 
recounted the story of how she had been 
cast out of acceptable society because she 
had a schizophrenic child.

One young woman allowed as how 
maybe one of her three kids might turn 
out to be gay and she needed to learn 
how to understand that.

But others spoke of the predictable: 
the benefits of prayer, the possibilities of 
"change," and their discomfort with 
homosexuals' being in their face with 
demands for acceptance.

One woman kindly handed me a 
Family Research Council Documentary 
video, which I guess is supposed to fix 
my kids—or me. Another demanded to 
know what church I was from and deri- 

' sively assumed it must be Unitarian; actu­
ally, that's true, but I didn't want to 
acknowledge that she was right, so I sim­
ply said that my church supported the

achieve their ends; are we in the GLBT 
community going to work hard enough 
to be able to derail them?

Sue Null is an active member of Parents 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays.

Let us know 
what you think! 

Send the editor your letters 
(400 words maximum) or op-ed 

submissions (800 words maximum).
Include a name and phone 

number for verification.

Houston Voice, 
500 Lovett, Suite 200, 

Houston, TX 77006 
fax: 713-529-9531 

e-mail: editor@houstonvoice.com

• The Mostly Unfabulous Social Life of Ethan Green by eric orner

Heartbreak 

Hotel 
(a floor plan)

Oh MisTFR greeh, Helio! 
x SAW THAT yovb 

FhiEHP CHEcKEPovt THa$ 
fAORNlNG. GvESSEPT/jaT 
queen SjZFP MATTRESS 
tflGMTGFTABlTCHlUY, 
BooKEP Y©V INTO A^ZY 
SlHGlB IH TbE 8ASE/A£NT. 
J,VCKY To HAVE iTf WE’re 
FUU VP ToNiTE-RATEPTo 

°f Y©v Sleeping 
ON A COT /N T/jE HaUV/aY. 
swell. You HAVE AN Zee 
STAY S i r,HAPPY To HAVe 

You Wil VS AGAiH

The Lobby: 
Where you get stood up.

The Front Desk:
Where your humiliation is compounded.

JAY 
kEYSEF/Ml 
To HAVE
SToppFP
xKorKiNS-

(i'Ns josr WAiriNG For MY 

lZ/AAC,7heY 
Aurz..

(No ReAU.Y.

liLjiii*

.fl

The Mezzanine:
Where you try and get your mind off him by 

partaking in a variety of boring activities.

GRY.SiNGie 
JoRAA

WWLEARN 
cerAMics

/NEvtEATf Rtf’S 
^4 LlQVOfllCfHSf 

gCOTMfnSSUfi

oga ARf H*T GF»T»HG 
^filSEXCArEAbOvr,

dSV^Ii

The Bar:
Where you dread having

to return to.

iRAHPo/A HcfTf V 
BArFUY

)
k T/jeSe
9 Boots 
vtuzrfrAPf

The Health Club: 
Where you doubly dread 

having to return to.
ETHAH GREEK

RANDOMUOTfL 
GYM 8UNHIES

The 13th floor 
Where you are the recipient of bad advice 

from your idiot best friend.

AND GETLAIP

Si meNTIONEPThAT
< TO The VAleT 

pATKiNG 
GUY.. yW

^/bvcKY, THIS 15 HEAfTBreAK 
MhoTEU - IT’5 ABOUT ANGST, 

, .ggvH OT GeTTiNG 
OFF.

The Pool-Spa:
Where you get chased around by other guests 

who resent your disinterest S don’t mind 
telling you so.

- r,' V).-
.'•C-’W!

x AMMA^.V/AY Too 
-------f-^MVCH.YESlR..

eric^orrer@eThangreen.com
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Bareback chatters face Net resistance
Continued from Page 1

sented information on the Ottawa case at 
last year's Conference on Retroviruses in 
San Francisco. Since then, the possibility of 
reinfection or superinfection, being infected 
with a second and different strain of HIV 
resistant to certain drug therapies, has 
sparked controversy.

''[The patient] started on therapy and 
therapy was not effective. Presumably he was 
complying with his therapy," Angel said in 
an interview. "Those two things, kind of the 
sudden change in his course of HIV infection 
and lack of response to therapy prompted the 
clinician who was looking after the patient to 
pry a little more into his history."

When the doctors pried into the patient's 
past, they discovered his partner had a more 
advanced level of HIV, resistant to many 
drug therapies. HIV researchers wondered if 
the patient received the more-resistant strain 
from his HIV-positive partner.

There is no test for reinfection or super­
infection, but Angel stands by his hypothe­
sis in the Ottawa case.

"He had been fine for 10 years, gets 
infected with another drug-resistant virus 
and that's the explanation for his progres­
sion or the change in his course and the lack 
of response to therapy," he said. "[Research] 
suggested there were some similarities 
between those genes in the index patient 
and the source patient, his partner."

If Angel is right and reinfection is more ' 
than just a medical theory, the results could 
have a major impact on the decisions made 
by HIV-positive couples, as well as HIV­
positive men who engage in sex with other 
men who carry the virus.

But even Angel admits his hypothesis is 
just that, ah unproven theory. More than a 
year after the case emerged, doctors still

Longtime AIDS activist Mark King says the risk 
of possibility of reinfection seems too low to 
give up unprotected sex, and the risk of other 
STDs makes him 'feel nostalgic/

can't prove superinfection. The case is sug­
gestive, not conclusive.

That's why Mark King isn't worried. 
The longtime AIDS activist from Atlanta 
said he will continue to have unsafe sex 
with his positive partner.

"The AIDS prevention establishment is 
terrified of allowing there to be even any 
discussion that maybe [two positive men 
barebacking] might be okay," King said. 
"Because all you'll be able to get from 

■researchers is, 'Well, we think that that's a 
risk. We think there's that possibility. ...'

"Well that's not quite good enough for 
those of us who have stopped using con­
doms and don't feel as if we have every­
thing to lose. We've already lost our nega­
tive HIV status, that's the worst step that 
can happen to you."

King, who left AID Atlanta in 1999 after 
four years as the agency's education director 
and 12 years in AIDS activism, said he has 
many positive friends who simply won't 
have sex with someone who is HIV-negative. 
Not only do they not want to be responsible 
for a new infection, but if their partner is pos­
itive, it's a green light for unprotected sex.

"It's not even so much a dialogue as it 
has become a culture of HIV-positive men 
who are having unprotected sex with one 
another," King said, adding that one case in 
Ottawa isn't enough reason for many peo­
ple to change their sexual habits.

"It's almost gotten to the point where 
we stopped having the conversation, 
because we've all come to a similar conclu­
sion and that is: T guess it's not bad for us 
because we're all still walking and talking 
and fucking.' And so the conversation isn't 
so much about it's become a foregone con-1 
elusion," King said.

"I say I'm positive, you say you're posi­
tive. You know what that means to both of 
us: We're not using condoms. There's not 
even a conversation. It's an assumption."

Web designers at the popular site 
Gay.com were aware of this subculture of 
HIV-positive men engaging in bareback 
sex, so the Web designers created chat 
rooms specifically for men who wanted to 
have sex without a condom.

"The requests were made in the interest 
of creating a space where barebackers could 
go and not interfere in the other chat 
spaces," said Elizabeth Kennedy, Gay.com's 
director of community and member care.

Despite the popularity of the bareback, 
chat rooms, Gay.com pulled them off the' 
site earlier this month and trumpeted the 
decision to the gay press.

"The decision was made working with 
leading health experts in San Francisco and 
across the country," said Kennedy. She said 
superinfection was one of several issues 
discussed when making the decision to 
eliminate the bareback rooms.

PVA, Fair Houston planning fund-raisers
>■ Continued from Page 1

Lesbian & Gay Pride Parade.
"At election time, don't forget what we 

didn't have," Brunjes said.
Houston City Councilmember Annise 

Parker said that the November election will 
be truly remarkable because the gay vote is 
not only being courted by a sitting mayor, 
but also by a Brown opponent. City 
Councilmember Chris Bell. She quickly 
added that Brown deserves the community 
vote in the November mayor's race.

"I tried slowing him down on gay issues 
until after the election, but there is no stop­
ping him," Parker said.

Brown said he is not a "johnny-come- 
lately" on gay issues, citing problems he 
solved between police and the gay commu­
nity as police chief in Atlanta and then in 
Houston.

However, most of Brown's speech 
focused on improvements to Houston as a 
whole that have come about under his 
watch, such as decreased crime, an 
improved economy and downtown devel­
opment. ..

More specifically, gay election issues 
were addressed by Grant Martin, founder of 
Progressive Voters in Action and campaign 
manager for People for a Fair Houston, a 
new political action committee that will 
work hand-in-hand with PVA.

Martin said the two groups will lead the 
effort on three different election issues,

1 -
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Among the speakers at last week's breakfast meeting between Mayor Lee P. Brown and members 
of the gay community were Councilwoman Annise Parker, right, ana Progressive Voters in Action 
founder Grant Martin, left. Both encouraged attendees to volunteer time and money to fight two 
pending anti-gay ballot measures regarding non-discrimination and domestic partner benefits.

including two anti-gay ballot measures. 
One, promoted by David Wilson of 
Houstonians for Family Values, seeks to 
change the city charter to forbid City 
Council from providing benefits to domes­
tic partners of gay and lesbian city employ­
ees or from passing a gay-inclusive non-dis­
crimination policy.

Wilson's group is currently obtaining 
signatures to put the measure on the ballot. 
Martin said that the measure is extremely 
divisive in conservative circles and Wilson 
has opposition from many conservative 
leaders who say it will alienate moderates. 
However, he also said that the national reli­
gious-right organization Focus on the 

Family supports the measure and has 
named Houston its "next battleground."

"Just having this measure on the ballot is 
dangerous," Martin said.

The second possible anti-gay measure’ 
will be a referendum on a city employment 
non-discrimination policy that Martin said 
will be introduced and will likely be passed 
by City Council this spring. He said that the 
issue's history prevented him from giving a 
more detailed timeline.

Brown's original non-discrimination 
executive order is currently tied up in court 
thanks to a preventative lawsuit brought by 
City Councilmember Rob Todd, and Martin 
said the mayor and Parker would like that 
issue to be resolved prior to introducing the 
non-discrimination bill to Council.

He said they also want to ensure that the 
wording of the new policy is precise and 
they are working with the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force and other cities with 
non-discrimination policies to write it.

Martin said that the third specifically gay 
election issue .this year will be Parker's re­
election. Conservatives may run an oppo­
nent against Parker to weaken the commu­
nity's effort against the anti-gay ballot 
measures, he said.

The two organizations that will lead the 
gay community effort on these election 
issues, PVA and People for a Fair Houston, 
will require a combined budget of over $1 
million, Martin said.
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National Hispanic group 
doesn’t ‘condone’ gays
Gay Latino organization 

demands apology from
National Council of
La Raza
by ERIN O'BRIANT

A representative of the National Council 
of La Raza, a leading Latino civil rights 
group, said last week his group does not 
"condone Latinos that are lesbian or gay," 
prompting the National Latina/o Lesbian 
Gay Bisexual & Transgender Organization 
(LLEGO) to demand a public apology.

Meanwhile, as recently released U.S. 
Census figures show Hispanics will soon be 
the largest minority group in the United 

^States, gay Latinos say their cause is gain- 
^Sg influence within the mainstream gay 

and lesbian rights movement.
But mainstream Hispanic civil rights 

groups may be divided over how to deal 
with gay issues.

John Ximenez, a media specialist at La 
Raza, told Southern Voice the group does 
not "condone" gays, and that "to us sexual 
preference is not an issue. We do support 
Latinos in general. ... Sexual preference is 
none of our business."

Ximenez said La Raza does focus on 
"AIDS prevention and stuff like that," but 
added that the group does not work on 
issues specific to gay and lesbian rights.

He also said La Raza has worked "in 
partnership with gay and lesbian organiza­
tions before. So it's not something that we 
do directly, but we might support, say, 
another organization."

The spokesman said he did not know 
W^hether La Raza's stance on gay issues 

would change in the future, but indicated 
that the group would be likely to pursue 
health issues.

LLEGO Executive Director Martin 
Ornelas-Quintero called Ximenez's 
remarks "unacceptable."

"An apology by Ximenez needs to be 
given, because gays have nothing to be 

Martin Ornelas-Quintero, executive director of 
LLEGO, demanded a public apology last 
week after a National Council of La Raza 
representative told Southern Voice the promi­
nent Hispanic civil rights group doesn't 
'condone' gays.

overlooked, or forgiven," Ornelas-Quintero 
said. "It's an insult to the mission that the 
National Council of La Raza stands for. As a 
member of the National Council of La Raza, 
this is a tremendous insult and a protest.

"I specifically have met with the presi­
dent and CEO of La Raza, where we have 
discussed the issue of preference and orien­
tation," Ornelas-Quintero continued. 
"Apparently Mr. Ximenez is uneducated 
about the subject."

He added that La Raza has endorsed 
the Employment Non-Discrimination Act, 
federal legislation that would prohibit 
employment discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation.

Ximenez later confirmed that La Raza 
has worked in partnership with LLEGO. 
"We support all groups. We don't discrimi­
nate based on sexual orientation. ... I apol­
ogize if it came off that way," he said.

The president and CEO of La Raza, Raul 
Yzaguirre, did not return phone calls about 
the matter by press time.

Census numbers mean 
more clout

Hispanics are soon to emerge as the 
largest minority group in the United States, 
according to new numbers from the U.S. 
Census Bureau. Latino activists* say that 
means more clout for them within the gay 
rights movement.

Census reports show that the Hispanic 
population reached 35.3 million in 2000, a 
58 percent increase since 1990, while 
African-Americans and other blacks total 
36.4 million. Hispanics are expected to 
become the largest minority population in 
the United States in the near future.

"[The population growth] will have a 
number of effects," said Ornelas-Quintero. 
"First and foremost... the hope would be that 
those numbers also translate to political 
empowerment and involvement as Latino 
LGBTs. It also poses additional opportunities 
to educate our growing community within 
the Latino community and continue to assert 
ourselves within mainstream society."

Ornelas-Quintero said a larger popula­
tion of gay Latinos is "a stronger force to 
build bridges with." He also noted that "it 
places a tremendous responsibility [on 
us], that we are representative of the 
growing communities."

Activists at the National Gay & Lesbian 
Task Force, a nationwide gay rights organi­
zation, said the growing Hispanic popula­
tion means an opportunity to reconsider 
the priorities of the mainstream gay rights 
movement.

"It's not just that you suddenly have 
more people involved and represented in 
the population, it's that you really have to 
do a re-tooling and understanding from the 
ground up of what's going on in GLBT 
Latino communities, and Latino communi­
ties in general, for our movement to contin­
ue to be relevant in this country," said 
NGLTF's Jason Riggs.

Visit or call any of 
our 52 convenient branches 
in the Greater Houston area.

Chase • Downtown 
712 Main St. 
713/216-4865

Chase • Kirby 
3201 Kirby Dr. 
713/525-2287

Chase • Reagan (Heights) 
545 W. 19th St. 
713/868-6791

ft CHASE

THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING*
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We are proud to have served the Houston 
community for more than seven years! StatScript 
will continue to provide individualized, caring 

service for all your specialty pharmacy needs.

locations in Houston

4101 Greenbriar, Suite 235, 713.521.1700

3407 Montrose, Suite A5, 713.522.7373

STATSCRIPT Pharmacy
HIV|AIDS SPECIALISTS FOR LIFE
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617 Rickmond .Avenue in Morose

local news
H.A.T.C.H. plans prom
Sponsors sought for 
annual fund-raising 
dance
by ELLA TYLER

The Houston Area Teen Coalition of 
Homosexuals is seeking sponsors for Prom 
2001, it's eighth annual prom for gay, lesbian 
bisexual and transgendered teens.

The prom will be held May 4 at the 
Magnolia Ballroom in downtown Houston.

Prom Night allows gay youth to enjoy an 
event otherwise denied them because of their 

Tommy Murphy and Justin Frazier were crowned 
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals prom 
king and aueen last year. HJLT.CH. is seeking 
sponsors tor this year's prom, slated for May 4.

sexual orientation. Teens decorate for the 
event and arrange the entertainment. The fete 
is open to the public. Sponsors and teens are 
admitted free. Admission for other adults will 
be $25.

"It is a fun evening for all," said Gordon 
Bayless, a H. A.T.C.H. volunteer. "Lots of peo­
ple have told me that they wished there was 
something like this when they were growing 
up."

The prom is H.A.T.C.H.'s major fund-rais­
er for its general programming. A donation of 
$5,000 names the contributor as the U.S. 
Department of Education Director and a 
$1,000 donation names the contributor as the 
Superintendent. Smaller donations are named 
Principal, Teacher or Chaperone.

H.A.T.C.H. provides safe social environ­
ments for gay youth and offers role models 
and peer support. Activities included Friday

and Sunday evening programs, the Prom and 
the Pride parade. -

A.J. Harlow, a psychology student A 
University of Houston, has been hired as a 
program assistant, joining Carol Petrucci, pro­
gram director, on the H.A.T.C.H. staff. Harlow 
has been a volunteer youth facilitator.

H.A.T.C.H.'s Spring Fling, a fund-raiser for 
the P-FLAG/H.A.T.C.H. scholarship pro­
gram, will be held tonight at the Park Plaza 
Warwick. Tickets for the dinner are $75.

The scholarship program began in 1997 
and gave $58,000 in scholarships last year.

H.A.T.C.H.
713) 942-7002.

Checks may be sent to Prom Night 
2001, H.A.T.C.H, P.O. Box 667053, 
Houston TX 77266-7053

Obituary
Pete Martinez

Pedro "Pete" Martinez, Jr., bom June 16, 
1946 in Houston, passed into the hands of 
the Lord on Saturday, March 17,2001, at his 
home after a short and courageous battle 
with liver cancer.

He was preceded in death by his father 
Pedro Martinez, Sr., nephews Joel Salazar 
and Daniel Duran, Jr. and maternal grand­
mother Guadalupe Sanchez. He is survived 
by his mother Dora S. Martinez; sisters 
Mary Martinez, Dora Alice Torres and hus­
band Sam, Helen Cortez and husband 
Richard, Deloris Castillo; brothers 
Raymond Martinez, David Martinez and 
wife Omega; numerous nieces and 
nephews; and a multitude of friends.

A longtime Houston resident, Pete was 
employed with various local companies, 
including Stouffer's Greenway Plaza Hotel 
where he was banquet manager. In 1988, 
Pete's focus changed, as he became 
involved with The NAMES Project AIDS 
Memorial Quilt He was one of die found­
ing members of the NAMES Project 
Houston that year.

He continued volunteering his services 

for 12 years—-seven of those years as a 
board member of Friends of the Quilt 
(Houston), Inc., the governing body for the 
NPH. As workshop/office manager, he 
welcomed all who came, and he assisted 
many friends, lovers, parents and family 
members in making panels for their loved 
ones lost to AIDS.

A memorial service for Pete will be held 
at 2 p.m., Saturday March 31, 2001, at 
Bering Memorial United Methodist 
Church, 1440 Harold Street, with senior 
pastor Marilyn Meeker-Williams and Rev. 
Troy Plummer officiating. Honorary pall­
bearers are David Martinez, Jr.; Ronnie 
Martinez; Daniel Martinez; and Stephen .. 
Tones. A reception will immediately follow 
the service at workshop/offices of The 
NAMES Project Houston, 4617 Montrose 
Blvd. #C-140.

In lieu of flowers, it was Pete's wish that 
donations be made to either The NAMES 
Project Houston, P.O. Box 66595, Houston, 
77266-6595; or DIFFA Houston, 3815 
Garrott Street, Houston, 77006.

Interment to be conducted Sunday, 
April 1, 2001 at Austwell-Tivoli Cemetery 
in Austwell, Texas.
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health news
HIV educators examine ways to curb infection rates among gay blacks

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)—In the wake of soaring HIV statistics on the nation's black gay 
I men, a panel of educators came together last week to admit their failures and discuss strate­
gies to help curb the rate of infection. "These people are coming to us to get HIV testing or to 
get screened for [sexually transmitted diseases]. They are in our offices. They're in our clin­
ics. We are even counseling them. What's going on?" said Lucia Torian, from the New York 
City health department. Susan Kegeles, of the University of San Francisco's Center for AIDS 
Prevention Studies, spoke on the panel, part of the 13th National HIV/AIDS Update 
Conference, about ideas for a program to attract the demographic. She heads the 
Mpowerment Project, which uses peer groups in various cities to create a dialogue and a safe 
place for men to talk about sex. Kegeles said the gay black community hasn't been studied 
sufficiently, and it needs to be examined more closely because black gay men do not neces­
sarily frequent mainstream gay bars and other venues. Leniere Miley, assistant coordinator at 
the House of Latex Project in New York, said it's important to seek out black gay men and 
educate them about the risks of unsafe sex in a message that appeals to them.

American Heart Association warns against high-protein, low-carb diets
ORLANDO—The American Heart Association has drafted an advisory paper warning the

public about what it says are the dangers of high-protein 
Zone, Protein Power, Sugar Busters and the Stillman 
diet, CNN reported. "They put people at risk for heart 
disease and we're really concerned about that," said Dr. 
Robert H. Eckel, senior author of the paper. Proponents 
of the diets promote them as a way of helping people 
lose weight and lower their cholesterol while letting 
them eat unlimited amounts of red meat and dairy 
products. Colette Heimowitz, director of education & 
research for Atkins Health and Medical Information 
Services, said if cholesterol increases after weight loss on 
the Atkins diet, it is because people aren't following the 
diet correctly. She also said the Atkins diet doesn't advo­
cate eating only red meat and dairy products—it also 
tells people to eat chicken, fish and tofu, too. Critics of 
high-protein diets acknowledge that people do indeed 
lose weight and cholesterol does drop, but they say the 
results are temporary.

, low-carb diets, like the Atkins diet, the
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Low-carb, high-protein diets, like the 
popular Atkins diet from Robert C. 
Atkins, has come under fire from a 
new study that said the long-term 
effect of the diets is high cholesterol.

Vaccine with live HIV virus could do more harm than healing, study says
WASHINGTON—AIDS researchers fear that the use of a weakened strain of live virus 

in mass vaccination campaigns could actually increase AIDS death rates in many countries, 
Reuters reported. A research team headed by a University of California at Los Angeles sci­
entist created a mathematical model to predict the outcome of future vaccination efforts 
Ssing an AIDS vaccine made from a weakened form of live HIV. To their surprise, the 
model found that such a vaccine would increase death rates in countries where the AIDS 
epidemic was either low or moderate, like Thailand, while the same vaccine would reduce 
greatly the death rates in nations where AIDS was rampant, such as Zimbabwe. "If you use 
such a vaccine, for example, in the United States, you would definitely make things much, 
much worse," said Dr. Sally Blower, one of the UCLA researchers.

AIDS cocktail without protease inhibitor finds success, study says
CHICAGO (AP)—An AIDS drug cocktail that doesn't include a protease inhibitor 

appears to suppress the virus just as well as one that does, according to a recent study. 
Results in patients treated with a standard AIDS cocktail containing a protease inhibitor 
were compared to those treated with a combination of three medicines known as nucleo­
side analogs. The research found that patients treated with a nucleoside cocktail containing 
Ziagen/made by Glaxo Welcome, which funded the study, fared as well as those treated 
with a combination of two nucleosides plus a protease inhibitor. Dr. Jeffrey Laurence called 
the study "a reasonable piece of information, something to think about if you're concerned 
about inducing resistance to protease inhibitors and want to keep something in reserve."

’Supreme Court to hear challenge to medical marijuana, federal drug laws
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP)—The U.S. Supreme Court was scheduled to hear argument 

Wednesday in a California case over the use of marijuana for medical purposes. The case 
involves a U.S. Justice Department lawsuit against the Oakland Cannabis Buyers' 
Cooperative, which was shut down after the state's passage of Proposition 215, the voter- 
enacted initiative that allowed doctors to prescribe marijuana for patients. A federal 
judge shuttered the club, but an appellate court reversed the decision. Justice Department 
lawyers have argued that allowing clubs to distribute marijuana compromises the gov­
ernment's ability to enforce federal drug laws. It s unclear whether the Supreme Court 

 will rule on marijuana as medicine in general or

For more news,.visit
www.houstonvoice.com

limit their decision to a narrower look at judicial 
proceedings in the case.

—From staff and wire reports
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Gay youth at Med Center often referred to H.A.T.C.H.
Continued from Page 3

the family, they are more likely to be anx­
ious about being open and feel judged more 
often.

Perry said he had not seen any trends 
relating to religious conviction. He said he 
saw religion as a secondary issue after the 
adolescents have sorted through the way 
the family will respond and react. He said 
he had only worked with a couple of youth 
where there was tremendous guilt related to 
the family's strong religious belief.

"The families where there is a history of 
tolerance, encouragement, love and sup­
port—those kids have fewer problems 
bringing something that's controversial to 
the family," Perry said.

"The kids who felt judged from the 
start—their grades weren't good enough, 
they didn't cut their hair the right way—if 
they're in a judgmental environment, 
they're much less comfortable bringing out 
this relatively controversial thing in the 
family. That forces a lot of them to actually 
stay in the closet and hide it until they're out 
of the family and far enough way where 
they feel safe."

He said his department and Texas 
Children's Hospital has no policy regarding 
dealing with children who have issues relat­
ing to their sexuality. The department treats 
it like they would treat many other "life 
challenges." They seek to take each case on 
an individual basis, rather than by classifi­
cations.

Sometimes the real issue is dealing with 
their parents, while at other times it may be 
directed to their sexuality even though their 
parents may be accepting.

"We don't treat a’child for homosexuali­
ty, anymore than you treat someone for het­
erosexuality. It's not something that needs

to be 'treated.' It's a sexual preference. If 
that sexual preference is associated with 
increasing complexity in their family life 
and their emotional life, then that's what we 
deal with," Perry said.

He said psychology defines what 
"pathology" is. Adolescents are in a con­
stant struggle of what is "normal" and what 
is "abnormal." He cited the example of 
attention deficit disorder—what may 
appear to the observer as having the charac­
teristics of ADD, may, when the underlying 
causes are explored, be the natural expres­
sion of where the particular child is in their 
development.

Will Risser, M.D., Ph.D., is a professor of 
pediatrics and director of the Division of 
Adolescent Medicine at the University of 
Texas Houston Medical School and attend­
ing physician at Memorial Hermann 
Children's Hospital. He deals exclusively

"What we try to 
do with our 
teenagers is, step 
one, trying to iden­
tify those people 
who are gay or con­
cerned that they're 
gay. It involves sev­
eral things—talk­
ing to them by 
themselves, mak­
ing it clear to them 
what they say is

confidential, being willing without embar­
rassment when taking a history to actually 
ask them if they have a sexual preference or 
if they are concerned about their sexual 
preference or if they ever thought they were 
gay," Risser said.

"Some of them may or may not level

with adolescents.

Dr. Will Risser

We don't treat a child for 
homosexuality, anymore than 
you treat someone for hetero­

sexuality. It's not something 
that needs to be 'treated.' 

—Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D., 
chief of psychiatry at 

Texas Children's Hospital 
with you the first time or they may be at a 
point in their psychic evolution where they 
don't really know yet. It becomes an issue 
later.

"If they don't have a sense you're willing 
to deal with the information, in part made 
clear by the fact you're willing to ask about 
it without stammering too badly, as if it's 
routine information; then they may gain 
confidence they can talk about it with you.

"If they begin to talk about it, I think you 
have to clarify exactly what they're talking 
about. There's some same-sex experimenta­
tion early in adolescence and some of them 
get a little shook up about whether they're 
gay or not. You need to get a feeling if that's 
what it is or if they really have realized they 
feel different and their fantasies are about 
same-sex relationships rather than hetero­
sexual relationships.

"Once you've gotten that clear, then you 
have to find out how they're functioning 
and how they're doing, where they're at 
with this, whether they're trying to deny it, 
if it's effecting their mental health. How 
they're doing in the important areas of their

life—have they begun to discuss this with 
their family. Have other people begun to 
realize they're apparently gay." A

Risser said though many youth begin to - 
understand this in their early teens, 12- or 
13-years-old, many are not prepared to 
admit it to themselves and deal with it until 
they are in their later adolescence.

Once communication has been estab­
lished and the youths are identifying them­
selves as gay, it is important to realize it is 
often extremely lonely for teenagers. They 
may need some help in identifying social 
support systems, according to Risser.

The teens should have an opportunity to 
talk to other people like themselves devel­
oping a peer group in a safe sort of way. He 
said the Houston Area Teen Coalition of 
Homosexuals is one of the principle groups 
his department recommends. He also said 
some national "hotlines" may be helpful. A

Risser said the hospital does not deal^ 
with gay youth as though they have a dis­
ease. He said it is not a disease, it's a fact of 
personality. Without a non-judgmental atti­
tude, he said it is hard to give "appropriate" 
care.

"Appropriate" means helping them deal 
with their insights, helping them get social 
support and them not suffer too much as 
they gain a gay identity as well as making 
sure they are protected from dangerous 
health behaviors. They also assist in dealing 
with families and develop strategies for 
problems at school.

Risser said, in addition to resources such 
as H.A.T.C.H., both of the medical schools 
in the Texas Medical Center have adolescent 
medicine divisions. They are knowledge­
able and very willing to help those who are 
gay and need mental health help, social 
support help or medical help. A

Filmmaker Kelli Herd shows out takes of ‘Water’ at TLC
Continued from Page 3

as forgotten segments of the community 
and encouraged participants to honor these 
women.

"Women in other countries, who do not 
have the freedom to gather... Women in 
triple jeopardy; women who are lesbian, 
poor and who are women of color... the 
women all over the world who literally 
touch us, provide us with goods every 
day.... the women who work as prosti­
tutes... the women who don't even know 
that such as thing as the TLC exists."

Conference participants then headed off 
to the workshops.

The conference organizers tried to 
ensure that there was at least one workshop 
that would appeal to everyone. Topics 
included coming out, flirting, women's 
health, leadership, spiritual growth and 
development, family legal issues, anger 
management, domestic violence and using 

our own eroticism to claim personal power.
Lunch featured entertainment provided 

by the San Antonio Women's Chorus, fol­
lowed by a presentation by Kelli Herd.

Herd, a former Junior Leaguer turned 
lesbian filmmaker, is the writer and director 
responsible for the film "It's In The Water." 
The moral of Herd's talk was "don't be 
mean to me and I won't make a movie about 
you."

The highlight of Heard's speech was a 
screening of out takes from the movie's les­
bian love scene.

Part of the evening's scheduled enter­
tainment, comedian Karen Williams, can­
celed at the last minute due to illness. The 
Austin Poetry Slam performed as sched­
uled. The conference organizers were able 
to persuade The Trigger Happy Jacks, an 
Austin based-comedy group and Sharon 
Bridgforth, a local writer, to fill in for 
Williams.

Sunday morning featured workshops 

dealing with^ homosexuality and 
Christianity. These workshops were fol­
lowed by brunch.

Guerra offered the closing remarks. She 
exhorted the audience to "unlearn the habit 
of lying to one another and to unlearn the 
habit of lying to ourselves."

She reminded the participants "it is a 
fragile thing, this creation of a rainbow. It is 
bom of water, light and air. It comes to us 
only after a storm. If we are to capture this 
rainbow, we are going to have to capture the 
spaces between the rays of light...each 
moment of truth reveals another piece of the 
prism."

Guerra reminded participants they are 
part of a larger community of humanity.

"I want a world where you defend my 
truth as I defend yours." The audience 
responded to this by standing and cheering.

The organizers spoke briefly of plans for 
next year's conference, which will commem­
orate the fifteenth anniversary of the TLC.

Lesbian filmmaker Kelli Herd, who wrote and 
directed the film 'It's In The Water/ showed 
Texas Lesbian Conference attendees out takes 
from the movie's lesbian love scene.
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around the world
Namibian president lashes out at gays, calls for arrest, deportation
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Namibian President Sam Nujoma called for 
the arrest and deportation of gays in the 
country as a way to stymie rising HIV 
infection rates.

WINDHOEK, Namibia—In an outburst he 
said is related to the country's explosive HIV 
infection rate, Namibian president Sam Nujoma 
told police to "arrest, deport and imprison" gays 
in his country, according to the Electronic 
Telegraph. "We do not allow homosexuality or 
lesbianism here. Police are ordered to arrest you 
and deport you and imprison you, too," 
Nujoma said. He blamed "foreign influences" 
for homosexuality in the country, which he 
said threatened to destroy the nation. Ian 
Swartz, coordinator of the Rainbow Project, 
Namibia's only gay rights group, said his office 
had been swamped with inquiries about emi­
gration to neighboring South Africa. "We would 
like to know whether the president has made 
arrangements with the prison authorities to 
accommodate some 10 percent of the popula­
tion," Swartz told the Daily Dispatch.

Leader of anti-gay Orthodox Church in Romania is gay, secret files say 
) BUCHAREST, Romania (AP)—Files from the Romanian secret police that indicate the 
country's 87-year-old Orthodox patriarch is gay were leaked to the media last week. The 
files also reveal that Patriarch Teoctist was a member of a pro-Nazi and anti-Semitic group 
and took part in a 1941 rampage at a Bucharest synagogue. The Orthodox Church has been 
vehemently anti-gay in the last several years, opposing attempts to liberalize anti-gay laws 
to improve Romania's chances of entering the European Union. The previous Romanian 
government, which was pro-European Union, began the process of releasing information 
from the Securitate files. The current government, which is more supportive of Romanian's 
Communist past, objected to the release of the information. "A person who has reached the 
age of 87 deserves some respect," said President Ion Iliescu, adding that the disclosure 
showed "a lack of decency."

Israeli high court ruling allows renunion of lesbian couple, children
JERUSALEM—Israel's High Court of Justice ruled March 19 that two rabbinical courts 

were unauthorized to decide on a man's request to prohibit his ex-wife from letting their 
children spend time with her lesbian partner, the Jerusalem Post reported. The decision, 
which overturns decisions by rabbinical courts in Haifa and Jerusalem, paved the way for 
the two divorced women and their children to legally reunite for the first time since May 
1999. "I feel that I am beginning to live my life freely, the way everyone is supposed to live 
in this country, without anyone interfering in my private affairs," said one of women, who 
were not identified. In 1998, the man had asked to have his child support payments 
reduced and to keep his child away from his ex-wife's partner. The first rabbinical court 
found that it did not have jurisdiction over the child support case, and then ruled on the 
second issue. The High Court found that the rabbinical court should have disqualified itself 
from hearing the visitation issue.

U.K.'s leading toy stores reject Eminem doll over 'visual impact'
LONDON—Two of Britain's largest toy retailers have said they won't sell a doll of rap­

per Eminem, Reuters reported. Woolworths said the doll features the singer's trademark 
chainsaw, tattoos and the words "cut here" scrawled on his neck. "We were offered the 
Eminem doll but decided not to stock it. The visual impact didn't fit with our family envi­
ronment and having it around a Barbie doll, for example, didn't feel right," Woolworths' 
spokesperson Nicole Lander said. Britain's most famous toy retailer, Hamleys, also said it 
would not stock the doll. Eminem, criticized for his homophobic and misogynistic lyrics, 
but championed for producing a definitive rap style, performed a sold-out tour of Britain 
last month. Woolworths said it would continue selling Eminem's albums because they 
were aimed at older shoppers and were not visually controversial.

Anniversary event for Israeli gay group sparks fallout in Knesset
JERUSALEM—The marking of the 25th anniversary of the first gay rights group in 

Israel was marred by denunciation from Orthodox Jewish members of the Knesset, the 
Jerusalem Post reported. Ten Knesset members attended the event honoring the Association 
of Homosexuals & Lesbians, with Labor Knesset Member Yael Dayan sitting underneath a 
Pride flag and serving as host. Outside the room, Knesset member Nissim Ze'ev, an ultra­
Orthodox Jewish legislator, called homosexuality "a disease." Gay activist Adir Steiner 
shouted back, "You're an embarrassment to this institution." Earlier in the week, gays had 
also been denounced in the national media by popular Israeli singer Ariel Zilber. Michal 
Eden, an openly gay member of the Tel Aviv City Council, said Ze ev s comments are dan­

gerous, because they can cause gay youths to con­
sider suicide, and that his ideas were better suited 
to Iran.

—From staff and wire reports

For more news,.visit 
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A variety of activities took place last 
weekend, including the opening of the 
Montrose Softball League on March 
25. Houston City Councilwoman 
Annise Parker threw out the first 
pitch, while teams such as the one 
sponsored by Rich's nightclub partici­
pated in the season openers. Members 
of Houston's transgender community 
celebrated their annual Unity Banquet 
March 24 at the Westchase Hilton.

1 Also on March 24, a Progressive 
Dinner benefiting AssistHers and An 
Uncommon Legacy had diners boarding 
chartered buses to travel from course 
to course for the meal. On March 25, 
Oscar viewing parties were held at 
the Angelika theater downtown and 
at the Landmark River Oaks theater, 
where KUHT's Ernie Manouse and the 
Texas Triangle's Nancy Ford shared 
hosting duties.
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by D.L. GROOVER

Disc jockey J.D. Arnold opened Rich's, and he's still here on Thursdays and Saturdays. A highly successful DJ/sound mixer 
in England, who worked at the legendary London gay disco Heaven, as well as venues in Amsterdam and Germany, this 
Brighton native moved to Houston in 1981 and stayed. Disc jockey J.D. Arnold opened Rich's, and he's still here on 
Thursdays and Saturdays. A highly successful DJ/sound mixer in England, who worked at the legendary London gay disco 
Heaven, as well as venues in Amsterdam and Germany, this Brighton native moved to Houston in 1981 and stayed.

TW7S TrNA? SANS 
ANP ^LATpoKNiS

You may think that last week's death of Glenn Hughes, the hirsute leatherman from 
the Village People, signaled the end of an era. Or when iconographic disco bunny from 
"Saturday Night Fever," Tony Manero, a.k.a. John Travolta, hung up his polyester dance 
suit and sported a sweatshirt emblazoned with "Scientology Rules," that would have 
been the death knell.

Perhaps, when the karma chameleon himself, Boy George, who had dropped off the
pop radar for what seemed like decades, resurfaced and set his career sights on becoming 

a London DJ, the mirrored ball finally stopped spinning.
But, no, the '70s disco craze is alive and well, if somewhat altered, from those prehistoric 

days of bell bottoms, platform shoes and mind-bending chemicals. And it's back where it all 
started: the gay club scene.
In his brief and breathless history of disco, "Hot Stuff," author John-Manuel Andriote chroni­

cles the incredibly short span when disco ruled the earth. Ushered in by the L.A.-based soul group, 
the Hues Corporation, and their "Rock the Boat" in 1974, this amalgam of black and Latin music with 

its insatiable rhythm, heavy beat and textured orchestration crossed over into the white gay clubs, and 
then spread with a vengeance into the straight hangouts.

It's pace was so incredibly fast and all-encompassing that six of the Top 10 records of 1976 were "disco- 
flavored."

Disco's two seminal events occurred almost simultaneously in 1977: the release of 
the movie "Saturday Night Fever" with its Bee Gee's double LP soundtrack 

that immediately went Number One and was named Album of the Year; 
and in NYC, Ian Schrager and Steve Rubell opened what was to become, 
overnight, the mother of all hedonistic palaces—Studio 54.

Continued on Page 16
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Dance of death.., with pratfalls
by D.L. GROOVEReatre’s 

e Malta Paula Vogel's swingin' fantasia on AIDS, BAL­
TIMORE WALTZ, arrives in its Actors Theatre of 
Houston's incarnation with high-stepping insou­
ciance overlaid with a haunting rhythm right out 

of the human heart.
A distant cousin to Kushner's epic rumina­

tion, "Angels in America," Vogel's Obie-award 
winning comedy/drama is mercifully shorter, 
wildly funnier, yet just as cathartic.

Filled with her trademark linguistic 
curlicues, brief cinematic scenes, Marx 
Brothers' zaniness, and theatrical flourishes, 
"Waltz" is a satiric look at the utter devasta­
tion of AIDS, the hopelessness of the afflicted 
and the survivors, filtered through a crazy 
quilt of gay sensibility.

With shocking irreverence, she makes us 
laugh out loud at this disease with its 
obtuse doctors who talk in arcane phrases,

z with their bizarre science-fiction cures, 
with the futility of it all. She makes us 
believe that laughter is the cure; that it's the

in

&

only way to face this, to make us whole again.
Unmarried, of a certain age, and an elementary 

school teacher, Anna (Kate Revnell-Smith) has been 
infected by the dark, dreaded malady of "her kind," 
ATD: acquired toilet disease. Which one of her ugly lit­
tle students did this to her, she cries out.

Not wanting anyone to know of her affliction, she is 
abetted by her newly unemployed, beloved brother 
Carl (Greg Gorden) who drags her off to Europe to find 
the cutting-edge Viennese doctor who may have the 
cure.

While still able to feel and function, Anna goes on a 
sex bender with any male in sight: a French waiter, a 
Munich virgin bellboy, the ancient and paunchy Little 
Dutch Boy, a radical student activist; while Carl, carry­
ing his stuffed bunny rabbit, plays like a film noire cold 
war spy attempting to reconnoiter with the mysterious 
Dr. Todosrochein (played, as are all the former charac­
ters, by Foster Davis).

Through the low-comedy situations and the high- 
comedy writing, we gradually discern what Vogel is up 
to. The realization slaps us when Carl gives a slideshow 
of their overseas trip. What he describes as Gothic

Continued on Page 16
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It was a temple to dance, to drugs, to sex, 
and for a time was the hottest spot on earth.

Disco's fusion music arrived when it was 
most needed, argues Andriote. The turbu­
lent '60s dissolved into the divisive Vietnam 
war, Kent State, stagflation, world-wide oil 
shortages, and the political disheartening 
Watergate scandal. Suddenly, self-absorp­
tion ruled; the Me Decade was in full per­
sonal swagger.

Abetted by the endless profusion of 
designer drugs, people wanted an escape 
from guilt, limits, and restraint. What better 
way to let it all hang out than on the dance 
floor. Preferably, one with lights embedded 
in it, a retro mirrored ball twirling over it, 
banks of artificial fog clouding the view, and 
a decibel-shattering sound system to thump 
those drugs through your brain.

Dancing, unlike its earlier days, became 
much more than a metaphor for sex. It 
became sex. Cocaine with a popper chaser. 
Gay and straight discos flourished.

But even though Gloria Gaynor earned 
her Grammy award for her Number One 
platinum hit, "I Will Survive," and the 
Village People were relishing their hit disco 
anthems, "Y.M.C.A." and "In the Navy," all 
in 1979, the disco fog was dissipating.

In Chicago in July of that year, radio 
shock jock Steve Dahl held his "Disco 
Demolition Night" in Comiskey Park where 
anti-disco agitators actually stopped the 

double-header by hurtling their 12-inch 
dance singles into Dahl's planned center 
field inferno.

In November that same year, Studio 54 
crashed and burned in a highly publicized 
tax evasion scandal. The world-wide pop 
cultural phenomenon, even at 142 beats per 
minute, went up in smoke.

According to Andriote, the hedonism 
and narcissism of disco culture, tied 
to the distinctive monotony 
in its music, doomed it. 
The crassness and mass 
production—everyone 
recorded a disco album, 
from Sinatra to Ethel 
Merman—heaped excess bag­
gage upon the fragile and fun 
times, until it all collapsed 
under its own weight.

But a cultural pandemic that 
permitted grannies to do the hustle 
couldn't disappear entirely. Like 
everything else, disco's distinctive 
style successfully morphed into the ubiqui­
tous "dance music" still heard today. The 
gay clubs kept the beat alive.

Houston had its discotheques, of course, 
but it wasn't until 1983 with the opening of 
Rich's that the alternative lifestyle came into 
its own dance rhythm.

Billed as the largest dance floor in Texas, 
this gay dance palace with its floor to ceiling 
video screen, blazing techno light shows, 
and state-of-the-art sound system rivaled 

even the fabled Studio 54 in its patrons' pur­
suit of pleasure. Naturally, it had an 
immense spiked mirrored ball and fog 
machinery that the Weather Channel would 
envy.

Disc jockey J.D. Arnold opened Rich's, 
and he's still here on Thursdays and 
Saturdays, "designing the night" for the 

club kids. A highly successful DJ/sound 
mixer in England, who worked at the 
legendary London gay disco Heaven, 
as well as venues in Amsterdam and 
Germany, this Brighton native moved 
to Houston in 1981 and stayed. On 
Fridays he also hosts a club dance 
music program on KRTX 100.7 EM 
from 1 until 4 a.m.

"The scene's more like it was 
when I actually moved here, 
which was even before Rich's 
opened," J.D. explained as he

prepared for the evening's rush.
In the high-tech sound booth overlook­

ing the dance floor, he's surrounded by a 
dozen brushed-aluminum boxes holding 
his extensive collection of dance records and 
CDs. The mixing console resembles a high- 
end film studio's.

"It's become very much a big party 
scene, bigger than it was in the early days," 
recalls J.D. "Maybe because the new gener­
ation didn't go through what we went 
through, and they're ready to party. It was a 
different attitude out there then, and now 
they're ready to go out and have a good 

«IW
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time again. Houston's very much a party 
town.

"On the straight scene, I'm kind of spe­
cialized because I'm known as a house DJ, 
but here on a Saturday night I play what 
they call a circuit sound. It's a very differ^ 
sound. It's almost gone back to the hey<JP 
of disco.

"On the gay scene, it's much more about 
anthems, songs that people can relate to. 
They want to hear the words, they want it to 
be uplifting. They don't want it to be down. 
The gay's have more fun."

He designs the songs for the night's rev­
elers through musical instincts honed over 
years. He starts by playing a few numbers 
for himself, experimenting with those he's 
not sure of, then moves into a more com­
mercial set to get the crowd with him. It's 
rare when he'll take a request. It's his show, 
after all, and he's proud of his work.

Once he has the opening out of the way 
and can accurately judge the mood of the 
dancers, he's ready to take them where 
wants to go.

It's a feeling thing, not a thinking thing, 
just following the energy. It's not something 
I really analyze very often.

"I think the dance changes and it's 
always progressing," J.D. explains, "but I 
don't think it's remarkably different. I think 
the biggest difference in the music from 
those days is that it used to be about the 
artists and the producers, and now it's 
about the remix DJ.

Actors Theatre gives 'Waltz’ appropriately sparse treatment
>• Continued from Page 15

cathedrals and Italianate piazzas are 
nothing more than views of Baltimore 
and Johns Hopkins Hospital.

It's a visual coup de theatre worthy of 
an angel smashing through the skylight. 
Anna's flights of fantasy crash and burn. 
Carl is dead, and we've never left the 
hospital lounge at all. We've been inside 
the labyrinth of Anna's brain all this 
time.

She repeats what she said at the 
beginning of the play, "there's nothing I 
can do." But there is. She can remember. 
The lights blaze, Carl returns in "Student 
Prince" uniform, a Strauss waltz plays, 
and brother and sister whirl around the 
stage, united in memory.

"Baltimore Waltz" is Vogel's memen­
to mori for her brother Carl who died of 
AIDS in 1988, and her tribute is given a 
most loving production at Actors 
Theatre. With a dexterous hand, direc- 
tor/designer George Brock invests this 
haunting fantasy with sparse, imagina­
tive vignettes that have the smooth logic 
of a dream.

The lighting is especially fine, fixing 
the actors in harsh pin spots like ento­
mology specimens or washing the med­
ical scenes in sulphurous glow.

Kate Revnell-Smith brings Anna to 

life with salty believability. Angry, con­
fused, scared to death, or relishing the 
body of her next idle conquest, she con­
veys the down-to-earth humanity and 
hollowness of what it's like to be stricken 
with a fatal disease.

In a great comic riff, she runs through 
the seven classic stages of the terminally 
ill, from denial and bargaining through 
depression and lust, almost in one 
breath. Her love of life is palpable and 
heart-wrenching.

Last seen in the show-stopping role of 
fey fashion photographer Russell Paxton 
in Main Street Theatre's exquisite semi­
concert version of "Lady in the Dark," 
Greg Gorden seems destined to stop this 
show, also, with his life-affirming, very 
gay reading as Carl. Prodding, probing, 
goading his sister to keep going when all 
looks dismal, Gorden is immensely 
appealing with his giddy, goofy take on 
the world.

Lurking around comers, waiting for 
the black marketeer by waving his 
stuffed rabbit as decoy, or teaching the 
children's reading class how to give the 
finger to his supervisor when he's fired 
from his job, he is the sweetest of young 
men.

He 11 do anything for his sister, and it 
shows winningly.

All other characters, including an 

omniscient narrator, are played by Foster 
Davis with great comic flair, including 
his dead-on imitation of Peter Sellers' Dr. 
Strangelove, and a bizarre over-the-hill 
Little Dutch Boy retelling for tourists his 
hilarious, yet poignant, story about sav­
ing Holland by plugging the hole in the 
dike, even though he didn't mean to.

In a letter Carl wrote to his play­
wright sister while he was dying of 
pneumonia, he left playful instruc­
tions as to his funeral. "I want a 
good show, even though my role 
has been reduced involuntarily 
from player to prop. Do stop by 
for a visit from year to year. And 
feel free to chat. You'll find me a 
good listener."

It's Carl's irrepressible irrev­
erence when faced with death 
that Vogel captures with such 
striking accuracy, and that Actors 
Theatre plays so convincingly. It 
breaks our heart, but leaves us 
laughing.

'Baltimore Waltz'
Through April 28

Actors Theatre of Houston, 2506
South Blvd.

713-529-6606

Kate Revnell-Smith, Greg 
Gorden and Foster Davis 
star in the Actors Theatre 
of Houston's production of 
the haunting fantasy and 
ark comedy of 'Baltimore 

i Waltz.' The play runs 
through April 28. *
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Bayou Calendar
r Cheesecake & Sausage

Leave it to the cutting-edge Commerce St. Art 
Warehouse to combine an erotic art exhibition 
with a fashion show. Hey, why not? The buff 
and beautiful models will sashay through the 
dirty pictures by such artists as Max Boyd 
Harrison, Susan Paul, Julia Kolomina, Dune 
Patten and Lyle Glass. Afterward, you can 
dance around the room if you can pry yourself 
away from the walls. I bet you won't be looking 
at your feet. The party ends at midnight, but 
the exhibit remains on view through Sunday.

March 31, 6 p.m. to midnight; fashion show at 
8
April 1, 3 a.m. (!) to 8 p.m.
Commerce Street Art Warehouse, 2315 
Commerce Street

h 713-237-0467

Bed Boys & Beyond
Alfredo Alvarez and Jeff Dobbins’ very gay 
musical revue, “Bed, Boys and Beyond,” 
begins its two-month run with a special bene­
fit preview performance for Houston Buyers 
Club. Cheese and wine and non-alcoholic bev­
erages will be the curtain raiser until the boys 
come out singing about the life and times of 
being gay in NYC. Tickets for the special

evening are $25. Call Fred at 713-520-5288, 
or the theater’s box office, 713-394-0464. 
The revue runs until May 26.

April 5, 7:30 p.m.
Theatre New West, 1415 California 
713-394-0464

Chesapeake
Take one bi-sexual performance artist, with 
problems of his own, lock him in a room with 
a hard rightwing Senator who’s out to slash 
his arts funding, and you’ve got a dandy little 
cocktail that defines the term strange bedfel­
lows. Lee Blessing’s stinging contemporary 
fantasy hits all the right notes: the Bible, sex, 

parents, comic books, and Lassie. In the 
Houston premiere, Todd Porter plays all the 
above.

Weekends through April 21
Theater LaB Houston, 1706 Alamo 
713-868-7516

Chicago
If you like your cynicism served with a capital 
C, if you like your Broadway show produced 
with sizzling attitude, then Kander & Ebb & 
Fosse’s musical vaudeville version of the life 
and times of Roxie Hart, the 1920’s murder­
ess cum media darling, is just your cup of tea, 
laced with strychnine. In this era of crashing 
chandeliers, flying helicopters, and singing 
lions, you will discover an exhilaration and joy 
in watching the “razzle dazzle” of performers, 
who at one point, merely sit in two chairs and 
croon a song. Bleak, misanthropic, and glee­
fully smug.

March 30, 8 p.m.; March 31, 2 & 8 p.m.; April 
1, 2 p.m.
The Grand 1894 Opera House, Galveston 
Island 
1-800-821-1894

The American Plan
Fragile daughters vs. uncompromising moth­
ers is the theme of this serio-comedy set in a 
Catskills resort, where all the guests and visi­
tors have secrets to tell and hidden agendas. 
No one is quite whom they seem to be in 
Richard Greenberg’s dissection of the power 
of memory, revenge, and love.

April 2 to 30
Little Room Downstairs, 2332 Bissonnet 
713-522-5737
Dinner With Friends
With his play about modern marriage and 
friendship, enlightened with many fine riffs on 
food, Donald Margulies won the 2000 Pulitzer 
Prize for drama. Gabe and Karen, two married 
baby boomers, much to their chagrin must re­
examine their life together when their best 
friends separate. The realities of life, the sim­
ple things, are dissected with comic, yet dis­
tressing, proportions. Life’s not a cabaret, but 
a souffle: enjoy every mouthful, before it 
deflates.

April 6 to May 5
Alley Theater, 615 Texas 
713-228^421

Tired of dancing at the clubs all night and 

going home alone? Then come and meet 
some new hot guys...live in the flesh.

Join the Project CAESAR boys, and other guys like you to 
read and explore the book that everyone has been talking 

about across the nation.

FINDING THS z^.sw.v.w.,v» r.swv».

Boyfriend Within
A S'SfXcfiSAf. <;():<>? I•?'?} -■Ai F'f;* VJXfJ?

----------  — --------- (3??AD GDQCM

Finding the Boyfriend Within:
A Practical Guide for Tapping Into Your Own Source of Love, Happiness, 

Respect and Sex
Brad Gooch

We will meet beginning Tuesday, April 3rd at 
7:30pm at BORDERS River Oaks Bookstore.

3025 Kirby (by the Whole Foods)

Want more? Call to register at 713.623.6796, ask for 

david.

or email garciad@afhouston.org.
Books can be purchased at BORDERS River Oaks Bookstore. 3025 Kirby

The Ckrist Ckurck Catkedral Ckoir

presents

Brahms
EIN DEUTSCHES 

REQU IEM
A German Requiem

Ckrist Ckurck CatkeJral • 713.222.2593
1117 Texas Avenue • Houston, Texas
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iStmeviw tT/jeafre
Final Week 

for our 
“Nice Package"

Now through April 7th, you can take advantage of receiving premium center section seating 

for all 3 shows, when you purchase a season package.

Final 2 Weekends
a world premier by Wayne Harrel 

Directed by Brett Cullum

—featuring — 
Dorothy Edwards • Aryn Priest 

Christian DeVries

Performances 8:00pm 
Friday dr Saturday 

through 

April 7, 2001 

6:00pm Sundays

(Adult situations, adult language, brief nudity)

An encore 
production of the 

runaway hit of 1999 
by David Dillon 

Opens May 13 through 
June 24,2001 

Voted Best Local 
Production of 1999- 

Texas Triangle 
“If you liked Naked 
Boys Singing, you’ll 

love Party\”
(adult situations, adult language, nudity)

You’ve been waiting for it 
La Cage aux folles 
by Jerry Herman 

Opens July 26, 2001

“The love story 
with a twist. ”

Tickets & Info: 713.426.2626

Voted by Houston Press-Best of 2000 
3722 Washington Avenue

^■<5,'z >
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GET TESTED.

Federal health ^ffidafe estimate that MUJ0O Am<icans are IHV-p^give and d<mUk,nW it

Eating Out
Vegetarian dream
Udupi knows value, 
purpose of meatless dishes
by TRAYCE DISKIN

For this food-loving vegetarian, the 
phrase "imitation-veggie" conjures images 
of strange, rubbery dishes thrown together 
for strictly cosmetic effect.

Therefore, I was happily surprised to 
discover that UDUPI, a new vegetarian 
Indian restaurant in the doomed Shepard 
Plaza, knows the value and purpose of 
delicious food.

What's truly magical about Udupi Cafe is 
that unlike other strictly veggie places, they 
don't try to make up for their meatless uni­
verse by inventing imitations. Rather, they 
rely on what lovers of Indian food already 
know—it's the delicate combination of spices 
and flavors that make the dish.

Although some dishes can be a little heavy 
on the clarified butter, or ghee and thus a tad 
too greasy, Udupi packs an overwhelming 
amount of flavor into each dish.

The appetizers are a mouth-watering case 
in point. The tennis ball-sized Samosas ($2.50) 
pack a hearty mixture of potatoes, peas and 
coriander behind their crisp exterior. It's 
worth savoring every bite just to dip and dou­
ble-dip into the three accompanying sauces. 
Along with the tamarind chutney and light, 
milky padachi, thin yogurt with shredded 
carrots and cucumbers, the cilantro/mint dip 
is nearly addictive, as I found myself adding 
more than a dollop to the extra rice.

What's truly magical about 
Udupi Cafe is that unlike other 

strictly veggie places, they 
don't try to make up for their 

meatless universe by inventing 
imitations. Rather, they rely on 

what lovers of Indian food 
already know—it's the delicate 

combination of spices and 
flavors that make the dish.

The Medhu Vada ($2.95), described as 
"fried lentil donuts," but more akin to fried 
onion rings in appearance, are best avoided, 
as the sponge-like texture soaks up more 
grease than flavoring.

The Mysore Bonda ($2.95) transforms the 
shape of these into dumplings, but unfortu­
nately, not the grease content.

Better to head straight for the deliciously 
piquant curries, which go easy on the butter 
and splurge on spices, veggies and flavor. The 
Aloo Gobi ($6.95) features tender, beautifully 
steamed cauliflower with chunks of potatoes,

^Opt for bread, water at home 

^^OK, if you really must

Fine for most 

^^^^Worth the drive, so live a little 

good as it gets

2121 Richmond
713.521.3939

Food:

Service:

Value: ^b^b^b4^^
Scene:

RESTAURANT REVIEW

tomatoes and fried onions. The tomato curry 
took on a deep, gorgeous brick color, which 
only enhanced this delicious choice.

The Palak Paneer ($7.95), is always a 
favorite of mine in and Udupi's rivals any I've 
had in Houston's more established Indian 
restaurants. The spinach base stews in toma­
toes, onions and curry spices for a silky, grassy 
effect. The blocks of homemade cheese have 
the pillowy consistency and texture of tofu, 
but with a sharper bite. In fact, a few more 
cheese cubes would have please this greedy 
diner even more.

The Ghana Masala ($6.95) is, literally, 
another golden choice. Plump, moist chick­
peas simmer in a stew of tomato, ginger and 
garlic and the mingling of spices and veggies 
are exquisite.

Udupi specializes in a wide variety of Dos A 
rice crepes and Uthappam, Indian-style pai^ 
cakes—two dishes often hard to find in other 
restaurants. The Tomato and Peas Uthappam 
($5.99) was disappointingly tough and featured 
more papery tomato skins than the thick, juicy 
tomatoes in other dishes. The Dosai, however, 
were outstanding, if a little greasy.

Try the Mysore Masala ($6.25) with hot 
chutney potatoes and onions, or the Rava 
Masala with chilies, potatoes and onions.

Almost as delightful as many of the dishes, 
are the prices. The Royalty dinners offer diners 
a sampling of many dishes, for $11-14. Creamy 
soups, such as mushroom, tomato and lentil, 
run below $3.50 and the specialties, such as the 
wonderful Mushroom Karavali, chopped 
fresh mushrooms simmered in coconut milk 
will cost you no more than $7.95. O

Although the dining room is spacious, 
clean and the staff friendly and welcoming, the 
ambiance is a bit clinical and cold. A stunning, 
but completely out-of-place chandelier hangs 
above the tile floor, beside the exposed pipes 
and ducts, painted a ruthless black in an other­
wise mauve room. A muted carpet would 
make all the difference, one friend suggested.

Nevertheless, Udupi is an essential 
addition to the array of Indian choices in 
the loop and both carnivores and vegetari­
ans are sure to welcome it with open 
mouths and arms.
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qj m ii/unquote
compiled by REX WOCKNER

April 6th thru May 26 th 
(Fridays & Saturdays only) 

Curtains: 8:00 P.M.
Tickets $20.00

Special performance on 
April Sth, benefiting 

The Houston Buyers Club

1415 California St. 
Houston, Texas77006

(Located on the ground floor of the 
Sonoma Restaurant Bldg.)

"Yes, Em a homosexual. Perhaps Em underes­
timating the consequences of the discussion we 
are having today, but Em 48 years old. ... I must 
live with my convictions, ... and my career has 
never been the most important thing to me."

—Newly elected Paris Mayor Bertrand 
Delanoe (left) in a 1998 TV interview

they act as if they have no desire to spend 
time with one another."

—Washington Post TV critic Tom Shales, Feb. 28, 
about the new sitcom based upon the 

movie "Kiss Me Guido"

"[The new gay sitcom] 'Some of My Best Friends' isn't terrible 
enough to hate, but it's not promising either. The premise is restrict­

ing, narrow and, oddly or not, inhibiting. One can hardly expect an 
Wbdience to want to spend time with these people each week when

"Love is love, whether you're gay or 
Straight. The gay character that I play is non- 
^tereotypical when one thinks about how 

many gay men are portrayed in films. That is 
why I took the role. It is one of the best gay 
roles I have seen in film. His sexuality is not 
really even brought into the picture until he 
eyes someone in a bar and Julia Roberts' 
character asks him point blank if he is gay 
since he is staring at the guy. When it is 
brought up, it is done in a very tasteful way."

—"Sopranos" actor James Gandolfini (right) on his 
role in the new film "The Mexican," 
to Boston's Bay Windows, March 9

First 100 people that 
stop by Basic Brothers 

this Saturday from 1 2-4pm 
get free tickets to the 

PROMO SCREENING

Felix and Oscar, 
Meet 

Alex and Elliot.

1232 Westheimer 
Houston, Texas 77006 

713.522.1626 
Mon-Sat 10-9, Sun 12-6 

eroticattire, com 
basicbr others, com

"With an openly gay mayor [and] gays and lesbians dancing to 
'I Will Survive' under a rainbow flag in front of City Hall, ... some are 
having a hard time believing their eyes and ears. ... Sunday night was 
a taste of something never seen before."

—Gay.com France Editor Olivier Monnot in a March 19 article

"Rosie O'Donnell... regularly regales her viewers with personal tid­
bits about her children and her home—she once even installed a cam­
era in her nursery—but she never mentions the woman who shares 
both her life and her home. That, of course, is her prerogative, but are 
the media really compelled to play along? When Jack Nicholson shows 
up at,a Lakers game with a date, the columns report it the next day. 
But when O'Donnell's blonde friend accompanies her week after week 
to her box at WNBA games, she turns invisible."

—Maer Roshan writing in New York magazine, March 5

Music by Alfredo Alvarez 
Book & Lyrics by Jeff Dobbins 

Directed by Joe Watts
Music Direction by Michael Harren

Jeff Dawson, Basil Anderson, 
David Barron, Ronnie Boyd, & Laurence Edwards

"After carefully witnessing the Eminem
and Elton duet, telecast on the Grammy Awards, I can honestly say 
that I'm far more concerned with the growing list of acceptable clos­
et cases (Rosie O'Donnell, Ricky Martin, Sean Hayes, Kevin Spacey 
and Barry Diller among them) than I am with the teaming of the 
'unacceptable' (not my word) Homo and the Homophobe."

—Michael Kearns writing in Los Angeles' Fab, March 16

"Rosie O'Donnell is out of the closet—and 
happy about it. The big-hearted talk-show 
titan has never made a secret of her sexuali­
ty, say pals, but she's never shouted that 

^he's a lesbian from the rooftops, either, 
"ow, Rosie has been outed officially by New 

York magazine and she's saying 'What's the 

big deal?' to pals."
—The Globe tabloid, March 20

HITand
< RUNWAY

lot47.com IE

Presents

BED, BOYS & BEYOND
Musical Revue about be?ng Gay...Today!

■-A-''?

Reservations: 
713-394-0464

•A1
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“UtccUimina Scfiiptiiie. fyt 

IP^itive faith” Seated

Examine 
year Faith

presented by
Rev. Bonita Kirk

Tuesday, Jlpril 3, From 7-8;3Opm, 
In the Seminar Room

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH

2025 W. 11th St. @ T.C.Jester 
713-861-9149 www.resurrectionmcc.org

Jan Sluart. NEWSDAY

otriHini!m com
LANDMARK GRKNWAY 3 

5 Greenway Plaza 
713-6264)402

ANGELIKA FILM CENTER
510 Texas Ave. 
713-225-5232

Heswevuing

-PeterTravers, ROLLINGSTONE

Now
AT TUese TlAe^h-es

PiltM Hdivf
-Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

J'Da Ag reverse-

out in music
by ERIN O'BRIANT

Sobule heads South*
Jill Sobule calls her new 
compilation CD a 'taster'

Everyone who's been out for a few years 
remembers when JILL SOBULE's song "I 
Kissed a Girl" hit the air waves 
in 1995. The pop-inspired tune, which glee­
fully describes a spontaneous make-out 
session between two semi-straight women, 
was banned in parts of the South. But that 
didn't stop it from being what Sobule calls 
"half a hit"—that is, in the queer universe it 
was a really big deal. And it gained some 
mainstream popularity before it disap­
peared.

But now "I Kissed a Girl" is back, along 
with several other fun songs on Sobule's 
latest CD, "I Never Learned to Swim." The 
compilation features Sobule's favorite 
tunes from the past 10 years. She calls it a 
"beginning career perspective."

Sobule wasn't keen on releasing a com­
pilation CD at first. "The compilation was 
the label's idea," she explains. "I felt kind of 
funny about it. But then I went along with 
it as a taster for people. I'm proud of these 
records." The CD also includes two new 
songs, "Big Shoes" and "Smoke Dreams."

Sobule chose the intriguing title since, 
"I wasn't going to call it 'The Greatest 
Super Mega Hits,"' she laughs. "Originally, 
but they didn't go for it, I wanted to have 
my mom on the cover and call it 'Songs My 
Mother Thought Should Be Hits.'" Sobule 
says the title "I Never Learned to Swim" 
seemed appropriate, too.

"First of all, I don't know how to swim

A 

if

’ A

-y'-o
•?- ...

industry. I haven't quite figured out how to 
win the game here," she says.

Never mind. Sobule's still working as a 
critically acclaimed musician. "I might not 
have reached super-stardom, but maybe it's 
all for the better," she says. "I'm still alive 
and I'm feeling more vibrant than ever as 
far as performing all the time and record- 
• // ing.

Sobule, who is openly bisexual, hasn't 
stopped singing about queer life, either. 
"I'm sure every album has [gay] references, 
though not as blatant," she says. "You have 
to look at some of the lyrics. There's some 
gender-free stuff going on there."

Sobule also sings about an imaginary 
affair with Kathie Lee Gifford. She likes to 
perform it when she opens for Don Henley. 
"I come onstage and open up and these 
people don't even know T Kissed a Gir 

and I do this Kathie Lee song and

Jill Sobule's new 

compilation CD, 
'I Never Learned to 

Swim/ includes her 
hit 'I Kissed a Girl' 

and other silly-yet- 1 
subversive tunes from 

the past 10 years.

Anthony Rapp
www.anthonyrapp.com

song about Dr. Laura 
[Schlessinger] and I have a song 
about ex-gay ministries and they 
don't know what to think of 
me!" Sobule says. "But it's 
great; everyone's very embrac- 
ing.

Sobule performed in 
Nashville last week and will be in 
Atlanta and Tallahassee, Fla., 

soon. She's looking forward to 
it. "You know, I find a * 
smarter audience [in the 
South] than, say, the 
Midwest," she says. 
"There's stations in the 
South that play me mor^ 
than in the heartland." The 
South, Sobule points out, is 
"not people with no teeth that 
go to NASCAR shows."

When asked what she 
wants to say to Southern Voice 
readers, Sobule doesn't even 
pause.

"Tell people to come to the 
show," she says. "It's fun!"

<z>
O

OS

"Two 
Thumbs

Up!"
-EBERT & ROEPER 
ANO THE MOVIES
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on screen
FILM, VIDEO & TV REVIEWS

by STEVE WARREN

Spies and survivors on the big screen 
^After three months of dumb and dumb­

er comedies, be grateful for a witty satire of 
international affairs and a prophetic view 
of where "reality television" is headed.

Though based on a John le Carre novel
THE TAILOR OF PANAMA is much clos­
er to "Our Man in Havana" than "The Spy 
Who Came in from the Cold."

Glenn Fitzgerald 

plays ex-gay 

artist and 

pacifist Jeff in 

'Series 7: The 

Contenders.'

Pierce Brosnan plays washed-up British 
agent Andy Osnard, who's sent to Panama 
for screwing up (and around) in Spain. 
There's a lot of uncertainty in this potential 
trouble spot since the U.S. returned the 
Panama Canal to its host country.

Given carte blanche to establish a net­
work of informants Andy finds his man in 
Panama, Harry Pendel (Geoffrey Rush), a 

«tish tailor who knows everyone and has 
ivid imagination—his clothes and gossip 

are both spun from whole cloth.
Before this windfall Harry's on the verge 

of losing the farm he bought with the inheri­
tance of his American wife Louisa (Jamie Lee 
Curtis). His fables about a rebel force, "the 
Silent Opposition," and an international bid­
ding war for the canal are good for Andy's 
career but eventually advance the situation 
to the brink of war—and possibly beyond.

The men build their tailor-client rela­
tionship into a friendship, yet act unneces­
sarily cloak-and-daggerish, meeting in a 
hotel frequented by prostitutes and a gay 
bar (Andy leads when they dance). Even 
Louisa, on meeting Andy, says, "If I didn't 
know [Harry] better I'd swear the two of 
you are gay."

Director John Boorman, whose sense of 
humor has not previously been his long 
suit, builds a subtle air of tension, in part by 

^^)wmg the violence of the past to suggest 

the possibility of more in the future. The 
script by Andrew Davies, le Carre and

Pierce Brosnan 

(right) and Jamie 

Lee Curtis (left) 
star in 'The 

Tailor of 

Panama/

Boorman is mostly fresh and clever.
Harry calls Panama "Casablanca with­

out heroes," and in a way "The Tailor of 
J^nama" is "Casablanca" without heroes— 
^with what passes for heroes today: men 

who are charming but whose loyalty does­
n't extend beyond the boundaries of their 
own bodies.

SERIES 7: THE CONTENDERS was 
conceived and shot before the American 
version of "Survivor." Being released dur­
ing the run of "Survivor 2" it looks as if it 
was intended as a spoof of that series and 
the genre it triggered.

While "Series 7" can be viewed that way— 
it's actually a satire on the conditions that 
spawned the competitive "reality" shows. By

the time it reaches television it may appear 
prophetic, if life imitates art and follows the 
current trend to its illogical extreme.

Is essentially "Survivor" with guns: the 
competitors don't vote each other out, they 
take each other out. They're not volunteers 
but are picked in a national lottery.

Each series pits five new challengers 
against the reigning champion. A champion 
who wins three times gets to retire from the 
competition.

Dawn (Brooke Smith), who happens to 
be eight months pregnant, is going for her 
third and final win. The location for 
Series 7 is the Connecticut hometown she 
left 15 years ago without looking back.

The scene where she visits her mother 
and sister suggests that had Divine lived, 
this is another Dawn he could have played.

The other Contenders range in age from 
18 to 72 but one, Jeff (Glenn Fitzgerald), 
was Dawn's high school sweetheart.

This was when Jeff was pre-gay. Now 
he's "ex-gay," married to Doria (Angelina 
Phillips) and not happy about being "outed 
in front of millions of people."

He also has testicular cancer and doesn't 
expect to live long, whatever the outcome 
of Series 7.

Writer-director Daniel Minahan has a 
background in television that serves him 
well when it comes to aping the style of the 
medium in this compressed "marathon" 
showing of the entire series. Shot in docu­
mentary style, "Series 7" looks like "The 
Blair Witch Project" but with talent on both 
sides of the camera.

Of two "Survivor" junkies I asked, one 
loved "Series 7: The Contenders," the other 
thought it was stupid. Well, duh—like, 
"Survivor" is a PhD thesis? 1 didn't love it, but 
I liked it enough to call it an example of bad 
television being turned into good cinema.

'The Tailor of Panama' 
★★★
Directed by John Boorman

Starring Pierce Brosnan, Geoffrey Rush, 
Jamie Lee Curtis

Queer Quotient: Although they're not 
queer the scene where Brosnan and 
Rush dance in a gay bar is worth the 
price of admission.

'Series 7: The Contenders'
★★★
Directed by Daniel Minahan

Starring Brooke Smith, Glenn Fitzgerald, 
Maryiouise Burke

Queer Quotient: One of the main char­
acters sees the light (in ?QAF? terms), 
which makes for some good digs at 
the ex-gay movement.

Bringing you the Versatility of Digital Printing

Things we can do for you...
Make Fabulous

Full-Color or B&W Business Cards 
including your Scanned Image 

or Digital Photo

John’s Personal Training 
1201 Westheimer 
555-1212 
cell 555-0000

Take Your Digital Photo (or scanned 
traditional photo) and turn it into a 

wonderful Large Format Poster Display 
Great for Trade Shows & Conventions..

WORKO 
WITH 
JOHIViR

Scan Images for your
Web-Posting 
or Printing Needs

Print Your Powerpoint Files . 
(or other presentation files) 
to excellent glossy paper or 
transparencies for your next 
business presentation.

Make Beautiful Postcards or other Mail 
Pieces to promote your Business. 

We offer full color and greyscale printing 
on a wide variety of coated stocks.

Johns Personal Training 
1201 Westheimer

GET f/V SHAPE 
WITH JOHIV. 

sec reverse for deals .

JOHM^S PERSOMAL 
TRAII^IMG

FISCAL 2000 REPORT

1RO1 Westheimer 713/5^8^001

www.fitrandreieasing.com

BRINGS TOGETHER SOME OF 
IE BEST GAY SHORT CINEMA 

OF THIS YEAR AND LAST!” 
-MATTHEW BREEN. OUT MAGAZINE 

“HILARIOUS!” -THE ADVOCATE

| StrcM Relecxsing presents

GREENWAY
5 Greenway Plaza • (713) 626-0402

third time's a charm

EXCLUSIVE ONE WEEK ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 30

Daily: 5:00, 7:00,9:20: Friday-Sunday Matinees: (1:00) 3:00 • () at discount

TH A*
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Automotive
Services

Call 713-529-8490 
for Directory Ad Sales

Alignments Complete Auto Repairs 
Foreign & Domestic

DOWNTOWN AUTO

100% Customer

Brakes

Auto Repair & Service

Satisfaction is 
our #1 Priority!

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

713-526-3723
1411 Tait BoustonJX. DI19

713-520-0310
102 Fairview @ Tuam 
Houston, Texas 77006

1307 Fairview 
(3 blocks west of Montrose) 

713-529-1414

American a Foreign

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

Electrical Repair
Complete Brakes
Tune-Up
Major or Minor Repair

THf llftf PMCS
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

www.ronsdowntownauto.com

High Sfyle 
One Low Price*:

*5HRMP00 EXTRX

MEN'S HKiRCl/T

3939 MONTROSE 
713-520-0005

community
Saturday, march 31
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 713-526-5738.
Q-Patrol walks the streets 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 
713-528-6665.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call for ride locations. 713- 
863-1860.
Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 p.m. 281-437-0636.
Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.
Rainbow Fishing Club. Meeting. 713-526-7070.713-880-9235.
Houston Gav & Lesbian Community Center Drop-in hours noon 
to 4 p.m. • Positive ArtWorkshop Photography exhibition. 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Sunday, april 1
Blessed Sacrament Liberal Catholic Church. Study Group 11:30 
a.m. Mass 12:30 p.m. www.blessed-sacrament.net. 713-476-9776 
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals meets. 713-942- 
7002.
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 713-869-1686.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite Eucharist I 7:45 a.m.; 
Holy Rite Eucharist II 8:55 a.m.; Education hour 10 a.m.; Choral 
Eucharist 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.
Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. Service. 6:30 p.m. 
713-528-6756.
Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
School 10 a.m. Youth Sunday School 11:15 a.m. Handbell Choir 
rehearsal 1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.
Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. Service 
10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Sunday School for 
children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org.
Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 a.m. 713-529-8225.
Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal Baptist. Service 9:30 a.m. & 
education hour 11 a.m. 713-668-8830.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8:30 a.m. 
& 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.
The Women's Group. Meeting & Discussion. 10:45 a.m. 713-529- 
8571.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St. Service 
10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.
First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 10 a.m. 
Christian Education. 11:30 p.m. 713-468-9543 or fcc-houston.org.
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum 10 a.m. Service 11 
a.m. 713-686-5876.
Gay Catholics of St. Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m. worship service.

Dinner and social, alexcam@wt.net. 713-623-0930
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation: Adult discussion 
9:45 a.m. Service 11 a.m. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.
First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Brunch available 10:30 a.m. Panel Discussion: Bisexuality. 1:30 
p.m. 713-526-5200. church@firstuu.org.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis CeriH 

713-692-2703.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center Drop-in hours 2 to 4 
p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition. 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
Anarchist Black Cross Federation/Anarchist Reading Group. 1 
p.m. www.houstonabc.org. 713-595-2103 X7585.
PFLAG-Houston. Meeting. 2 p.m. 713-867-9020.

monday, april 2
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support group. 8 p.m. 
www.GayFathers-Houston.org or 281-505-1788.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 
3000.
HIV testing. STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 1 p.m. to 6:15 
p.m. 713-626-2837.
Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show. 8 to 10 p.m. KPFT 90.1. 713- 
529-1223.
AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017^^
Ext. 208. M
gayDAR. Wellness community. Support Group. 7 p.m. 713-526^® 

1017, Ext. 211.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours from 
6 to 9 p.m. Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition • 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

tuesday, april 3
For Mature Audiences Only. Support group. 7 p.m. Bering 
Memorial UMC. 713-526-1017.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Club 
Houston. 713-830-3000.
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support Group. 7 p.m 713- 
524-0439.
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang 11 a.m. 713-526- 
1017.
Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mt. Vernon. 713-526-8390.

Edwina Features include;

Multiple Matehin  ̂Profiles

Multiple Photos

Private Photos

£
i

“This lady is a true 
matchmaker!” 
- Southern Voice

“America's favorite

• More Matching Control

• Improved Mail Features

dating dowager”
- Next NYC

“look out Cupid, g
Edwina's in charge now!”| 
-CyberSocket 2

www.edwina.com
The funnest Lesbian and Gay Online Dating Service in the Galaxy!
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calendar

“I Understand Your Pain” Rev. Janet ParkerApril 1

Our Church Can Become Your Home! Give Us A Try! We Would Love To Have You Visit Anytime!

2 fta?

Repairs

i Body, Mind and Spirit

Call 713-529-8490 for
Directory Ad Sales

.N.CWj
Free

X*X*X

Please Join Us For Evening Services And Experience 
The Love That Maranatha Fellowship MCC Has To Offer!

Church Service begins at 6:30pm and nursery 
is available for small children. Mid-week "Home 
Group" services on Tuesdays and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713-528-6756 or email 
maranatha@evl.net

To list an event, call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529-8490, fax at 713- 
529-9531, or e-mail■editor@houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Friday 
at 5 p.m.

Call 713-529-8490 
For Directory Ad Sales

Men's Network. Discussion group for social, educational develop­
ment of gay and bisexual men. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling 
Center. 713-529-0037.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.
CPR Classes. 3 p.m. 713-607-7700.
^kton Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to

• Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition. • 
Lesbian Coming Out Group. 7 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524- 
3818.
GLBT Chamber of Commerce. Sinner meeting. 6 p.m. 713-523- 
7576.
Lesbian Health Initiative. Meeting. 713-603-0023.

friday, april 6
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) 
Meeting. 713-942-7002.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. Rich's. 
713-830-3000.
STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 
3000.
Q-Patrol walks the streets. 9 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Kolbe Project. Morning Prayer. 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Positive Art Workshop. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer. 713-526- 
1118.
Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM. 7 p.m. 713-526-5738.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition. < 
803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

thursday, april 5
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open rehearsal. 7 p.m. 4807 San 
Felipe. 713-521-7464.
Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom.
7 p.m. 713-880-0670.
Hep C Recovery. Support Group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, 
Ext. 211.
STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Toyz 
Disco. 713-830-3000.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.
Lambda Skating Club skates. 8 p.m. Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 
www.lambdaroll.org. 713-410-7215.
FrontRunners. Running Club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.
HIV Art Course Program. 1 to 4 p.m. Kermit Eisenhut. 713-524- 
9530.
Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.
Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235 or 
www.communitygospel.org.
HIV Testing. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop Photography exhibition -803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
Gulf Coast Transgender Community. Meeting. 713-780-4282.

713-942-

MAN ' S 
TIME 
Roland

So

if your hair 

isn’t BECOMING to you, 
you should BE COMING to

Wednesday, april 4
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 2015 
Thomas Street 713-793-4026.
STD Exams & treatment. HIV Testing. Free. AVES. Free. AVES. 713- 
626-2837.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mary's, 
Venture-N & EJ's. 713-830-3000.
BiNet Houston. 7:30 p.m. Women's Social. 713-467-4380
Women's Network. Montrose Counseling Center Discussion 
group for social, educational development of gay and bisexual 
women. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.
Project: Caesar. Workshops. AFH. 3203 Weslayan. 713-623-6796.
Out Skate Rollerskating Club. 8 to 10 p.m. 8075 Cook Road. 281- 
933-5818.
Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom., 

713-880-0670.
^^Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal. 713-526- 

6oo5.
Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Bible Study 7:30 p.m. Resurrection 
MCC. 713-861-9149.
Freelance Art Classes by Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ individuals. 1 
to 4 p.m. Lunch provided. 713-523-9530.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. 713-523-3037.
Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 Yale. 713-527-0931. 
www.houstonprideband.org.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Various Support Groups 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Positive Art Workshop'Photography exhibition • Free 
HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic 6 to 9 p.m. • 713-524-3818. 
Classic Chassis Car Club. Dinner meeting. 7 p.m. 713-797-8615.

Maranatha Fellowship MCC 
1311 Holman (across from HCC-Downtown Campus) 

meets in the home of Central Congregational Church 

6:30pm Sunday Evenings

DON GILL

STUDIO 911
713-S21-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

r. . 0 > Power Washing

Sandy Baker Carpentry
f ; v Sheetrodc Repairs 

Owner/Operator ? Household Repairs

Ph: 281-352-9252
V- / - Carpeting

Email: bbarw@apjxom Vinyl Floors 

Rt. I Box 625-A Xj? Decks
Hockley,Texas 77447-9771 Patio covers

Maranatha 
Fellowship 

Metropolitan 
Community Church

Detail Cleaning 
Service

• Residential
• Commercial
• Make Ready
• Since 1994
• Insured
• References

832.251.0723 • Cell 713.851.3425

B BAR W CONTRACTING
* Interior/Exterior Painting

§ 713-944-6010
S 1207 Spencer Highway, at the corner 

of Allen Genoa. 15 minutes south of
Sj downtown Houston. 1-45 so., Exit at

College/Airport, go east three miles

Swim Wear . Club Wear

Let’s come together as a community and have the time of your life! 

Dinner, Dancing, Silent Auction and Raffle

Attire: Dressy Casual 
Cost: $30.00 per person, contact the church office 
for details on purchasing tickets at 713.528.6756

Proceeds benefit the ministry of Maranatha Fellowship MCC!

Catering provided by Don Carlos • Music provided by Andra Haviland • Cash bar

You’re Invited to:

aJsIWJUTIU MCC’s
2001

When: April 27 at 7:30pm 
Where: Kim Son Grand Ballroom, 1503 St. Emanuel

Penis-Enlargement.net
FDA Approved vacuum 

pumps/surgical. Gain 1-3".
H Permanent & safe. Enhance 

rl ■ erection. FREE Brochures!

Latest enlargement info: 
(312)409-9995 or 

900-976-PUMP ($2.95/min.)

Lounge Wear . Thongs

______EdiS

‘A Minting chzmA Mtvtaff • UbenSfig God.

RMT#15213

ros 1207

-New Customers

New to Houston 
Owned & Opera

Weekly & BiWeekly 
Bonded & Insured
Same Housekeeper

713.522.1900
on-line quote
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Classifieds
Announcements

PROJECT L.E.A.P.
The PWA Coalition-Houston 
announces the start of Project 
LEAP, an intensive training pro­
gram for HIV positive individuals 
and others who want to advocat­
ed for HIV/ALDS related services 
and funding • A 100 hour, 6 
month program begins in April 
and will teach you all you need to 
know • For more info call Rich 
Arenschieldt at 713.522.5428 ext 
28 or 1.800.999.0325
(Jay & Lesbian Breakfast Club 
now forming • Walk Memorial 
Park 8:00 AM every Saturday 
morning • 3 Mile track • then 
head to breakfast at Java Java 
Cafe at 911 11th Street • Call 
713.861.9149 or see our website: 
http://members.aol.com/moming 
club/index.htm
Youth EmpowermenfAdvocates 
of Houston, an outreach center 
for homeless youth, is seeking 
the following donations: cloth­
ing, hygine supplies, towels, 
books, videos and backpacks • 
Call Andrea 713.523.9324 
The^Spay-®:' Neuter Assistance 
Program (SNAP) will provide 
FREE spaying, neutering, rabies 
vaccination and Houston city 
license for animals belonging to 
qualifying low income dog & 
cat guardians • Call 
713.522.2337 for qualifications, 
locations or more information.

^uit^mokingF 
Volunteers needed for research 
study using hand-held computer at 
the University of Texas M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Center. Free nico­
tine patches! Call 713-792-2265

BAY AREA GAYS
Is a new social group in the 
greater Clear Lake area for 
“young-ish” gay men (ages 20- 
40) ■Call 281.488.0537

PARTY RENTAL HALL 
Parties, meeting, ceremonies, 
fundraising • Montrose location
• Big laser/fog dance floor • 
Mahogany bar • Walk-in cooler
• Game room • Free parking • 
Security • DJ included • Rental 
proceeds donated to local AIDS 
charity • 713.521.1613

Employment_________
CLUB NSOMNIA

Now hiring part time floor help

• Please cal 713.521.1613

DO YOU BELIEVE 
WOMEN HAVE NO 
LIMITS? WE DO!

Looking for part-time sales reps
• Call 713.805.6709 • Visit us at 

www.courageouschicks.com

800 PACIFIC
Houston’s top gay nightclubs are now 
accepting applications for managers, 
management trainees, bartenders door 

and floor staff. Offering Houston’s best; 
benefits package, including group 

health insurance.

JR.’s BAR & GRILL 
MONTROSE MINING CO.
Is looking for honest, self-motivat­
ed and customer service-oriented 

individuals who want to join a 
winning team. To join our family 

of clubs, apply Wednesday through 
Friday between 1 pm and 5 pm at 

804 & 808 Pacific
A recent photo is required. 

NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE.

EXPERIENCED 
FLORIST NEEDED

Join the team at Houston’s most 
exclusive and chic designer flower 
shop. Must be experienced and 
knowledgeable in high design with 
fine flowers. Lots of opportunity to 
create magnificent designs for our 
wonderful, tasteful customers.

Contact Leon Stephens at 
David Brown 
713.664.0466

David Brown - the store 
5600 Kirby Dr. in the Village

PACIFIC STREET
Now accepting applications for 
all positions • Apply in person at 
710 Pacific • Monday-Friday, 
llam-3pm • Recent photo 
required • No phone calls please

EJ’s
Now accepting applications for 
Bartenders, Barbacks, Clean-Up 
and Door Security • 
Applications accepted Monday 
through Friday, 2:00-4:00 pm 
onoly • Recent photo helpful • 
Absolutely no phone calls, 
please • Apply in person at 2517 
Ralph ______________

Retail Sales Opportunity 
Salesperson needed for Lady’s 
& Man’s Resale Shop • 14020 

Memorial Drive • Apply in per­
son Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm • No 

phone calls, please
Froject CAESAK is looking tor a 
P/T Outreach Educator • 
Bilingual a plus, and minorities 
are encouraged to apply • 
Experience in HIV/AIDS educa­
tion preferred but not necessary • 
TDH grant funded position, up to 
30 hours per week • Great job for 
student • Fax or mail resumes to: 
Director of Education, AIDS 
Foundation Houston, Inc., 3202 
Weslayan Annex, Hou, TX 
77027 • FAX 713.623.4029 • No 
phone calls please

MIDTOWN SPA HOUSTON 
Apply in person • Start at $6.50 
per hour

CHANCE OF A LIFETIME 
SOUTH BEACH

Now accepting resumes/appli- 
cations • Preliminary screening 
for potential positions as 
Management Trainees • DJs/VJs
• Lighting Technicians • 
Promotions/Marketing for a 
multi-million dollar dance club 
in Houston • Experienced, inter­
ested persons call Jim 
McDermaidat713.521.0107 M- 
W-F, 1-5 PM ’Additional infor­
mation 713.529.SOBE 

Nightingale ADC offers free 

employment assistance to HIV+ 

individuals • Including job pre­

paredness training, resume 
development, job search assis­

tance • For more informations 

call 713.981.1543
The Club' Houston is now 
accepting applicatins for 
Certified Personal Trainers • 
Apply in person at 2205 Fannin 
or at www.the-clubs.com

FULLTIME 
RECEPTIONIST

Candidate must be well-organ­

ized, detail oriented, computer lit­

erate, have a courteous phone 

demeanor and be able to work in 

a fast-paced service company • 
Knowledge of QuickBooks and 

MSWord is essential • Smoke tree 

environment • Please fax resume 
to 713.524.2643 • Monday 

through Friday, 8am to 5pm _

RESIDENTIAL 
CLEANING SERVICE

Looking for bilingual supervisor 
trainee • Must be honest and 
hardworking with lots of energy
• Good appearance, car and ref­
erences a must • Perfection Plus 
Services, since 1989 
713.895.2766 _

Licensed Massage
PATRICK!

Swedish massage by Patrick • 

Relaxation, Myotherapy, Deep 
Tissue • (MT#024589) • 

713.807.7109 • 1-1/2 hours $50 

abodytouch.conT
Experienced Man4Man Massage
• Sports • Swedish • Deep Tissue
• Erotic • Mature, Strong, Tanned 
(RMT) • Evenings & Incalls Only
• Mature Clients Welcome! • 
713.914.0833

MAN’S MASSAGE
Experienced, effective massage
• Flexible technique • Big Hands 
Make The Difference! • Tom 
713.520.6018 (MT#4397)

MASSAGE THERAPY
Therapeutic & Deep Tissue by 
JASON • (RMT#18436) •
713.863.8888 • PAGER
713.908.8020 ______________

MASSAGE THERAPY 
AT IT’S FINEST!

Swedish • Deep Tissue • Sports
• Reflexology • Don’t settle for 
less • In/Out, Hotels, 7 Days • 
Nationally certified • Jeff 
(RMT#016074-» 713.825.4062

JOB STRESS?
Tough workouts? • Call now to 
make your appointment for a 
relaxing, therapeutic Swedish 
massage • Bodybuilder & 
Licensed Massage Therapist • 
Randal #005930»713.529.3348

FOR ACTIVE MEN
Your time for personal atten­
tion! • Full Body Swedish 
Massage • Jose #17316 • 
713.397.8286__________________

TeTYOURSELF GO!
Relax to an hour of Swedish 
Massage • (MT#013700) • 
Dewayne • 713.521.0654

Moving Services
www.ahoustonmover.com 

Chuck French

TXDOT#534438B

713.861.1212 • 281.536.8530

Products & Services
EROTIC WEAR!

Huge variety of men’s sexy 
wear at Basic Brothers • 1232 
Westheimer • 713.522.1626 • 
www.eroticattie.com

Professional Services 
PRESSURE WASHING 

Driveways • Walkways • Patios • 
Brick & More! • Call Jason •

713.863.8888 ■ Pager 713.908.8020

LANDSCAPING
Spring Beds • Shrubs • Color • 
Reasonable • 713.861.9949
Intuitive Counseling! • Reiki 
Master Teacher Bill O'Rourke 
uses Reiki,Tarot, Role Playing 
and Guided Meditation (and 
leaching same) to help you! • 
713.864.2233
Residential Cleaning • House 
Sitting • Pet Sitting - "Pets love 
their own home, even when you 
can't be there." • Established 
1995 ■Call Loyal 713.942.8816

BODY WAXING 
FOR MEN

Personal grooming by Dale • 
Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist • Private 
Location in Montrose • Call for 
appointment 713.529.5952.

Office Space for Lease
For Lease • 1700 sq.ft. • Great 
Heights location • Call 
713.443.9494___________________

Real Estate for Rent

ALL \ I. U!
• Near Intercontinental Airport

• Value packed apartment homes for
the luxury shopper

• Please call us today for information
on our outstanding specials

281-820-9342 
www.dtyview-apts.com

HEIGHTS CONDO

am
■ m
■ ■■■

2/2 Heights condo in roomate 
floorplan w/fireplace, w/d, 2- 

tone paint & berber carpet • 
Gated property w/ pool & cov­
ered parking • Over 1000 sqft 

for only $975/mo • Call Bob at 

713-520-8888

FOR RENT
1/1 in European setting with 
washer/dryer, covered parking, 

large pool • $525/mo + deposit 
& electricity • Cail 

713.721.0763 _______ _

MARVELOUS MONTROSE 
FABULOUS FIFTIES

One or two bedroom apartment 
in quiet little complex with large 
closets, on-site laundry, security 
gate, excellent location • Nice 
updated interiors • $525-$675 + 
bills, lease & deposit • No dogs 
• 509 West Main • Call to see 

713.919.0462 _____________

GALVESTON CONDO 
Islander East 6th Floor Highrise 
Condo • On the beach with gor­
geous panoramic views of both 
the beach and the gulf! • For sale 
by owner with possible owner 
finance • $42,000 • Call 
409.763.2915 or 409.770.9286

Roommates
Housemate wanted • $500/mo, 
all bills paid • No lease • Nice 
home near Med Center & uni­
versities • References required • 
713.303.4238___________________

MONTROSE 

/MIDTOWN
New 2/2/2 townhome, 3 levels • 
Want professional male, gay or 
straight • $650/mo + 1/2 utilities 

■713.989.4635_________________
GWM wants same to share 2/1 
apartment in Montrose • $450 + 

1/2 bills • Laundry room, private 
pool, deck • 281-831-8291

SPRING
Need roommate to share large 3 
bedroom house with many 
amenities, private backyard, off 
street parking • $425/mo + 
shared utilities • Avail. 4/1/01 • 
I’m temporarily in Connectig^ 
please call 860.229.
860.402.8889__________________

HOUSEMATE 
$395/mo w/free utilities, laundry 
& parking • Montrose/Heights • 
Private entrance • Furnished bed- 
room/bathroom • Deck & jacuzzi 
• (Part time job available) • 
713.861.2308

WILLOWBROOK AREA 
Share 3/2 home with kitchen 
and laundry privledges • 
$400/mo + utilities • Call 
281.897.9840
Easygoing, responsibleTproles^ 
sional male wants same to share 
2/2 apartment in Inner Loop • 
713.986.8316 leave msg

Travel
Hollyood @ Galveston 

The Island’s 1st Gay Resort 
Clothing Optional
Complimentary Breakfast/Ha}^ 

Hour • Seawall at 31st • 
409.750.8900 • 1.888.899.0899 • 
www.galveston.com/hollywood

Paradise Guest House
Accepting Reservations 

409-762-6677
TOLL FREE 1-877-919-6677 

2317 Ave. P • Galveston 
www.galveston.com/paradise 

email: paradise@galveston.com

You can I
email your I 

classified ad! I 
kcooke@houstonvoice.com^

Send your name, address, 
daytime phone number, # of 
weeks the ad will run, plus a 
credit card number and expi­
ration date for payment. Or 
call Kyle Cooke at 
713.529.8490
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ON YOUR 
NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us!
Montrose Inn
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We’re right ZA the neighborhood. 
And priced right!

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to 15 gay bars.

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-1228 
713-520-0206 

montroseinn.com 

Only $99-

NEXTELonline 

NEXTEL

12220 Murphy Road 
Stafford 

281.575.8500

UNLIMITED
CELLULAR MINUTES

Premier
FHSIHG8WIHEIESS

Communicate With Us.

Sign up by March 31, 2001 and get UNUMITSD cellular minutes for one year. UNLIMITED 
Nextel Direct Connect, our digital 2-wcy radio feature. FUO Nextel Online. FUFF Voice Masi. 

FRFF Caller ID. Call Premier Paging and Wireless for Details.

Get one cf these free options v/Ften you 
sign up lor a Performance Plus rate ofor-

March 31, 2001. Voell get 300 
celtvior minutes and s OCT Direct 
Canned minutes far as iittfe as $39.99 
per month I And there's still more: Buy- a

How business gets done?
2 Convenient Locations to Serve You 

1450 W. Sam Houston 
Pkwy North, Suite 111

’713.465,8883

www.caUpremier.coni
LffUitaj a/Sl/MOf. Kwaia ci :((.<>« S2C>on «•: ife'l: .‘xtfriufen Untaaw: fjx-t and «*Si: o wtu <J ly** a: 2y*x

Cw»:ft xss5rrcv tjf»r 5?00 W NntawiU >»« cftsiwe v • 5 f*? '-nA «> W ar&ni^i pw. Ater • / . pw-
ll»e watoowki^ >t»a UtrtJxx- Ora) Ircr i'omu,; ixrf-'. o< braj m -f» untre i<W.9Q poxjKro Kite- »Ua &_> ixe c»e ‘•w » txxcn aa lift* U S.-W W. $!4V.W <r> -ZXcU, oxi

N»id ii$C®l>j Kl>-Ktx «M»gg<»« 3$s:/:<w>#». <» C<s»x»0»>Wts*». A»ngr«Nx0ji. It®fcjjC; **<»: Owkw. KW
OwnKi, jtrc Hex. &a:nwi G«* at »i).iSind uxl-’w mrxxw «s»U «f Nash) Mctts au, liw t). aid <H u*»< JwJkkxo d kt 

FREE, FREE and More FREE
Choose from

Free Nights and Weekends,
- or -

Free Nationwide Long Distance
-or -

Free Nextel Online '

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — _ — — _ — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

I

Classified Order Form Faxi 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL* Mail completed order 
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490. 
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL* kcooke@houstonvoice.com
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation.
Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly. *

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON

PICK YOUR
CATEGORY

! FREE-: Call for guidelines
I HIV Services & Education
I Volunteers
§ Non-Profit Organizations 

‘First 20 words

1 INDIVIDUAL RATE $10:
I Announcements
| Auditions
» Employment-Seeking

 Pets-Free or Lost & Found
® Roommates

I Personal Websites
! BUSINESS RATE $18:

. Auto Repair
? Business Opportunities
i Entertainment
I Help Wanted
। Help Wanted-Seeking
। Home Improvement

Items For Sale
■ Licensed Massage
I Moving Services
| Professional Services

। Real Estate For Rent
। Real Estate For Sale

I Call 713-529-8490
g for other categories

2 WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

CATEGORY:# OF ISSUES: 

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

TEXT: 

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $10.00 per week. Additional words at 50< each per week.

Up to 20 words: $10.00
Additional words x 50tf: 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  
Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $18.00 per week.
Additional words x 75# per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  
Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

Name: _________________________________________

Address:
City State Zip 

Phone____________________________________________ _______________________

Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC  VISA

Card #Exp. /

Signature
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Occasions
Birthdays
Classic Chassis Car Club members Bill J. (3/31), Fred B. 
(4/6) and Randy L. (4/6) ride in a birthday this week.

The Houston Voice's editor Wendy Mohon edits her 
birthday wish list on April 3.

Club Houston guru and handsome as can be Jerel 
sneaks in a birthday on April 3.

Pets of the Week

Local artist and crazy guy Larry Crawford paints his 
birthday canvas on April 3.

Al K. of Mary's, naturally, is having a birthday on April 
4, and looking for his AARP card in the mail.

There is going to be big Houston Area Bear birthday 
hugs to members Larry B. (3/31), Roger F. (4/2)., Randy 
L. (4/3) and Michael T. (4./6).

Six adorable kittens seek loving human(s) for long-term relationship. Turn-ons 
include eating, sleeping, playing and having their bellies rubbed. All six are 
Fitter-box trained and dog-friendly (...well, dog "tolerant"). Call Angela at 
832.545.6708 to arrange to adopt one or all of them.
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Professional 
Services
Call 713-529-8490 

for Directory Ad Sales
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STAN FORD 
713-443«3333

Each office is 
: independently 

gowned and 
? operated.

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Richard IV. Fletcher

• Neck/Back Pain
• Auto/Work Injury

• Medicare/Medicaid

1245 Yale • 713-862-3897 
In The "Heights” at 13th & Yale

(Yale is 1 Block West of and parallel to HEIGHTS BLVD.)

stansellshomes&com
SecvieA tAe e*tvi£ TftdS

BUY • SELL • CONSIGN 
Highest Prices Paid for 

anything of value!!

713-994-5986 pgr. 
281-391-7515

We buy anything of value! 
Antiques, Estates, Furniture, Collectibles, 
Jewelry, Automobiles, and Glassware.

ptWRENCE CONSTRUCTIO
® Carpentry • Repairs

• Remodeling •

936.563.5180 / 281.948.4189
Lawrence Gilstrap

Serving Houston’s Gay B 

Community for IS years 4r

S WILLEY-HUDSON

ler

77005
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On-Site Packing 
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My Star^I by JILL DEARMAN

YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

March 30 - April 5

ARIES (MARCH 21—APRIL 20)
You need to answer to your higher self, darling, and not just apply mundane, 

everyday rules to an important decision. Mercury in your soft and empathic twelfth 
house means that gentleness gets you further than roughness.

GEMINI (MAY 21—JUNE 21)
Growth and positive results from the efforts you put forth in January could come 

to you now. Be ready to make some money, honey. As the Sun and Venus travel 
through your house of friends and groups, you are able to call everyone a "friend" 
Just keep it light and open with an Aries.

TAURUS (APRIL 21—MAY 20)
Apply as much energy to a concrete project as you can during early April. Mars 

is encouraging you to work out your work issues in a politically savvy and discreet 
manner. Don't play the role of the rebel; if s just not you, dear. Let a Pisces enact your 
mischievous fantasies for you.

VIRGO (AUG. 23—SEPT. 22)
Focus on something you do have control over instead of a disappointment from 

the past that you can do nothing about. Stop waiting for someone else to take charge. 
Let the top in you come out in your career, while the bottom in you bends over in 
your personal life (for a Sag).

LIBRA (SEPT. 23—OCT. 22)
Jupiter is pushing you to take a trip, publish a book, study an obscure fascinating sub­

ject—anything to jump start your mind. Venus (your ruler) is creating minor havoc in the 
daily minutiae of your life. Prioritize! A Leo will help you to forget the small stuff.

SCORPIO (OCT. 23—NOV. 21)
Take it easy on yourself, doll. There are so many little, beautiful things to celebrate 

during early April. Try to tap into what your soul really needs, not just your hot body 
and overactive imagination. You and a Pisces can groove on the spiritual plane as 
well as on the dance floor.

CANCER (JUNE 22—JULY 22)
This is a good time for you to change your perspective from grim to graceful. Your 

romantic side is working overtime, and a Gemini is highly receptive to your sexiness. 
However, you really do need to concentrate on making your dreams of a Utopian 
world a reality. That means focus on your work with all the passion you can muster.

LEO (JULY 23—AUG. 22)
It's time to initiate change in your life in a just and ethical way. That means even 

though someone has screwed you over, you don't have to screw him or her back. For 
once you don't have to work so hard; you just have to do what brings you pleasure 
and intellectual thrills. An Aquarius brings you both.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22—DEC. 21)
You may make errors now if you base your decisions and judgments on fears. 

Stop acting like your parents! If you've bitten off more than you can chew, now is the 
time to spit something out and focus on what you really want. A Libra is very drawn 
to your dirty side. So please, let those rough edges show.

THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!
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Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

We do catered events for up to 200 people!
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22-JAN. 19)
If you're afraid of taking a stand or speaking up for yourself, ask yourself why. In 

reality you have more power to change your career life than your silly boss and col­
leagues do. Don't bother trying to figure out a moody Cancer. Figure yourself out 
instead. You've got till July!

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20—FEB. 18)
If you are ultra-creative and ambitious now, you will receive rewards to match. When 

you accept your own assets as well as your flaws, people will want to do great things for 
you. And that's exactly what you deserve. A Capricorn has the inside scoop for you.

PISCES (FEB. 19—MARCH 20)
Your creative or humanitarian abilities are worth developing in early April as 

Mercury in Pisces brings you fresh insights. It's time to let an up-and-down confus­
ing situation come to a head. If you stand in the way of what's meant to be you'll 
regret it. Then you can relax with a Sag.

Jill Dearman is the author of "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer Astrology for Women." 
For information on charts and consultations, call 212-841-0177 ore-mail QScopes@aol.com.

f HOUSTON

Cekbrating 25 years 
in the Community

Cathode (Vtass Celebrated
Saturdays at 7:30pm

1307-M Jab • 713-880-2872



PRESENTS:

TO VOLUNTEER 
OR FDR MORE 
INFORMATION 

HIT THE WEBSITE! 
WWW.BUNNIE5.ORG

ENTRY DONATION
51 S. UP

[PLEASE BRINE YDUR I.Q.]

WORTHAM CENTER
— PICILJ Ell A7A — “ison ”i—

SCI TEXAS AVE. 
HOUSTON, TEXAS

EASTER SUNDAY 
APRIL- 15. 2OD1
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