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Gay Iraqi laments 
life after invasion
Americans form gay support 
group in Baghdad

By EARTHA JANE MELZER

As the drafters of the new Iraqi constitution 
debate the role of religious law, Salam Pax, the gay 
Iraqi blogger who became internationally known 
through his postings about life in Iraq during the 
war, told the Blade that conditions have worsened for 
gays in the country since the United States invaded.

Salam said that gays in Iraq have no rights and are 
seen as, “lower in status than sewer rats.”

An architect by training, Salam worked as a trans­
lator for an American journalist during the war. He 
began his blog to keep in touch with his friend, who 
had moved to Jordan to pursue a master’s degree. 
After gaining international fame as a writer, he cov­
ered the 2004 U.S. presidential election for the British 
Guardian newspaper. But since then, his voice has 
not been heard much on the Internet.

“Being ignored and not acknowledged is for me 
much better than being actively persecuted by a reli­
giously zealous government,” he said.

“The previous regime [of Saddam Hussein] didn’t 
actively persecute gay men, and we never got to the 
point where men were hanged like in Iran, but if you 
got accused if engaging in homosexual acts then [you 
could] get something like five months in prison 
which, as we know, is never going to be a pleasant 
thing in Iraq.”

Please see IRAQI on Page 7

Salam Pax, a gay Iraqi blogger, said gay men and lesbians have no 
rights in Iraq as religious extremists vie to codify religious law in 
the new constitution. (Photo by Fred Ernst/AP)

Mark Jordan, a religion professor at Emory University, said he hopes Catholics in 
New Orleans will worship at the Metropolitan Community Church to protest the 
church getting kicked out of a Catholic AIDS facility. (Photo by John Roux 
/Emory University)

Gay church booted 
from AIDS hospice
MCC New Orleans has been handed 
a 90-day eviction notice for its 
stance on same-sex marriage
By DYANA BAGBY

A predominately gay New Orleans church is being kicked out of 
a Catholic HIV/AIDS residential facility after the Catholic

Local life 
Ron Beagle may know 
more than anyone the 
power of the Internet
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employment opportunities

editor

The Houston Voice is seeking an aggressive, skilled editor. Applicants should have five years of journalism 
experience including editing, headline writing, news and feature reporting, familiarity with gay/lesbian 
issues, and be comfortable with deadlines. The Voice offers competitive salary and benefits.

Send resumes, clips and references by e-mail
ccrain@window-media.com. No phone calls, please.

advertisi ng sales manager

The Houston Voice has an exciting opportunity for an experienced sales manager to oversee staff and sales efforts 
for our retail sales department. Ideal candidate will possess 2+ years of sales management experience and a 
proven record of leading and developing a team of aggressive, confident and driven outside Account Executives, 
as well as staff training and new business development. This opportunity will provide excellent positioning for 
future leadership roles throughout our expanding media group. Five other publications are also in our publishing 
group as well as a national magazine.

We offer a competitive salary, excellent benefits and a chance to work for an industry leader. If you meet the 
qualifications listed above, and want to become part of our dynamic team, please submit your resume, cover let­
ter, and salary requirement to: Carrie Fisher, National Sales Director, cfisher@window-media.com

advertisingsalesexecutive

Can You...
• Make people like you?
• Start and hold conversations with drag queens, bank executives and other sundry types?
• Brave the urban jungle, taxicabs and Mother Nature?
• Juggle 10 things at once like a Cirque de Soliel acrobat?
• Master the art of negotiation?
• AND maybe even sell your own mother?

If this sounds like you, let's talk. The Houston Voice, the city's leading gay and lesbian newsweekly, is looking for 
ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES. Candidates will have some sales experience, ample determination and a "can do" 
attitude. Must love to promote yourself as well as our paper. You'll be responsible for all phases of the sales process: cold-calling; 
prospect development; conceptualizing, planning and delivering sales presentations; writing proposals, negotiating contracts & closing 
new business. We offer a challenging and exciting opportunity in a fast-paced, goal-oriented (yet fun) environment. Competitive com­
pensation, training and a comprehensive benefits package including health/dental/life insurance, paid holidays, vacation & more. To 
apply, email Carrie Fisher, National Sales Director at cfisher@window-media.com

The Houston Voice is a Window Media newspaper and an equal opportunity employer.
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local news briefs
Glen Maxey 'appalled' that legislators 
put gay marriage before school
As the Texas Legislature prepares to end its second special session to address education 
finance reform, Glen Maxey, director of the No Nonsense In November campaign oppos­
ing the constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage and civil unions, this
week blasted the Legislature’s inability 
to solve school finance. “As a former 
legislator, I am appalled that, in three 
tries, legislators couldn’t come togeth­
er on something as important as Texas 
school children, but found a way to 
come together on the marriage 
Constitutional Amendment that would 
write discrimination against some 
Texas families into the Texas Bill of 
Rights,” Maxey said. At the beginning 
of the legislative session, Gov. Rick 
Perry said solving the problem of 
school finance was the group’s top pri­
ority Perry called two special sessions, 
but legislators still have not passed a 
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funding bill for Texas schools, even 
though they spent weeks on a proposed 
constitutional amendment banning 
same-sex marriage.

Glen Maxey, director of the No Nonsense campaign to 
oppose the November referendum on same-sex marriage, 
says he's appalled at what the Texas legislature did not 
get done. (Photo by Dalton DeHart)

John Kellett is guest speaker for 
this month's Sunday History Series
Philanthropist John Kellett is the guest 
speaker for the Sunday History Series on 
Sunday, August 21, at 4 p.m., at the 
Houston GLBT Community Center. The 
program is presented by the Gulf Coast 
Archive and Museum of Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, and Transgender History 
(GCAM) and the community center. Each 
program of the quarterly series features 
a well-known individual who participates 
in a moderated discussion about his or 
her life and their personal part in helping 
make the gay and lesbian history 
ofHouston. Jimmy Carper, GCAM vice 
chair and producer/host of the weekly 
“After Hours” radio program on KPFT- 
FM, moderates. There is no admission 
charge for the program, but donations to 
GCAM are welcome. The Houston GLBT 
Community Center is located at 3400 
Montrose Blvd., Suite 207. GCAM, locat­
ed at 1609 W. Main, Number 4, displays 
some objects from its 30,000-piece collec­
tion at the community center.

Training sessions for gay switchboard 
to be offered over three weekends
In an attempt to lure more volunteers, 
the Houston Gay and Lesbian 
Switchboard will offer its training ses­
sions over three weekends rather than 
during the week. Sessions are scheduled 
to begin Saturday, August 28 and contin­
ue August 29, Sept. 10 and 11 and Sept. 17 
and 18. “We’re hoping that by having the 
training sessions on the weekend, more 
people will be able to fit it into their 
schedule,” said the center’s Community 
Projects Specialist Sally Huffer. “The 
trainings cover a lot of territory because 
you never know what the person at the 
other end of the phone is calling about.” 
Although the majority of calls are from 
individuals who are not in crisis and 
who are inquiring about services in 
Houston, Huffer said, switchboard volun­

teers are trained to be ready for callers 
who are in distress. Volunteer applica­
tions are available at www.gayswitch- 
boardhouston.org.

Lone Star Volleyball Association 
awards $6,000 to AVES
With proceeds from the 2005 Lone Star 
Volleyball Classic, the Lone Star Volleyball 
Association (LSVA) recently presented a 
check for $6,000 to AVES, an HIV agency 
providing HIV education and services to 
Hispanics and other underserved popula­
tions living in Houston. “AVES is grateful 
to the LSVA for naming us as the benefici­
ary of their 2005 tournament,” said AVES 
CEO Terrence O’Neill. “This event has 
become one of the major sports events in

Members of the Lone Star Volleyball Association 
presented a check for $6,000 to Rev. Ralph Lasher 
(center) for AVES, its 2005 beneficiary.

the Houston GLBT community, and we are 
proud to be associated with them.” The 
LSVA operates three divisions of play 
from the beginning of February through 
the end of November. Leagues from 
throughout the United States gather in 
Houston to compete each year. The LSVA 
selects a non-profit organization to benefit 
from the proceeds raised by the event.

From staff and wire reports

Lawyer who killed partner 
will not receive insurance
Jury ruled that Mark 
Swaim willfully killed 
Keith Hodgson and 
should not benefit
By ELLA TYLER

A jury in Harris County has ruled 
that a Houston attorney who shot his 
partner to death should not collect life 
insurance benefits.

On Feb. 7, 2003, Keith Hodgson was 
shot and killed by his partner, Mark 
Swaim. Swaim claimed the shooting 
was in self-defense, and a criminal 
jury acquitted him of murder charges.

Both Swaim and Christine and 
Amuel Hodgson, parents of the dead 
man, made claim to the $500,000 in life 
insurance benefits.

Although the civil jury in May 
found that Swaim willfully killed 
Hodgson and could not collect the 
benefits, his lawyer filed a motion 
for new trial and threatened an 
appeal. The judge denied the motion 
for new trial and last week’s dead­
line to file an appeal passed with no 
appeal filed.

The Hodgson’s attorney, Joe 
Stephens, said the civil trial was so 
traumatic for the Hodgsons that they 
could not sit in the courtroom 
throughout the nine-day proceedings.

“They sat outside on the benches 
because they could not stand to be in 
the same room as Swaim,” he said. 
“And,” Stephens continued, “the case 
centered on blood spatter analysis, so 
it was pretty gory.”

Swaim, a 42-year-old lawyer, and 
Hodgson, a 37-year-old hairdresser, 
had lived together for about ten years 
when they met 18-year-old Adam 
Liotta in a bar.

Swaim testified that they took in 
Liotta because he was homeless and 
had recently been discharged from a 
rehabilitation center. They re-enrolled 
him in high school. Swaim shot 
Hodgson about two months after 
Liotta moved in.

Swaim claimed that he shot 
Hodgson because he came down­
stairs and found Hodgson beating 
Liotta for refusing to have sex. He 
testified that Hodgson was abusing 
steroids and had thrown Liotta out 
of the house the week before. Swaim 
also claimed that Hodgson had 
injured their dog.

Hodgson’s parents claimed that 
Swaim and Liotta became close and 
excluded Hodgson and hatched a plan 
to kill him. The Hodgsons claimed that 
Swaim had no clients, had lavish 
tastes and was heavily in debt and 

killed their son for his life insurance 
and his estate.

The Hodgsons also alleged their son 
was a material witness holding dam­
aging information against Swaim in a 
lawsuit that accused him of fraud.

Testimony alleged that a week 
before Hodgson was killed, Swaim 
and Liotta hatched the plot to kill 
Hodgson for the insurance money 
while sitting in their hot tub.

The Hodgsons claimed that Swaim 
called the hair salon that Hodgson 
owned and told him that a bill collec­
tor was trying to repossess a piano. 
The repossession company brought 
records to court that proved it had not 
been there that day. His parents 
alleged that Swaim had lured Hodgson 
home to murder him.

According to Stevens, the police did 
not believe that Swaim shot Hodgson 
to stop a violent altercation, partly 
because they would have expected 
more evidence of physical disturbance 
if a fight had broken out with Hodgson 
brutally beating and kicking Liotta 
throughout the home.

Liotta had only minor scratches 
and abrasions, and he did not seek 
medical attention. He did not have a 
bloody lip, although he claimed he was 
beaten and kicked in the head.

Stevens said, “Swaim claimed that 
Hodgson lunged forward at the time of 
at the time of the shot, but his body 
was found lying away from Swaim. 
Tom Bevel, a renowned blood spatter 
expert who has taught Houston homi­
cide officers, testified that Swaim’s 
story did not match blood spatter evi­
dence at the scene.”

“There was no blood found on the 
gun, nor was there any evidence of 
fingerprints on the gun, and the police 
only found three gloves in the house,” 
Stevens added.

Stevens said he believes that the dif­
ferent results in the civil case and the 
criminal case revolve around reason­
able doubt and the handling of the tes­
timony about the forensic evidence

“One of the things that hurt my 
clients the most was Swaim’s lawyer’s 
suggestion that they didn’t attend the 
(criminal) trial because they were 
ashamed of their son,” Stevens said. 
“They are from East Texas and don’t 
approve of homosexuals, but they 
loved their son very much and talked 
to him all the time. He brought his 
friends to see them and he and Swaim 
had visited them at Thanksgiving.”

Although Swaim received the bene­
fits of a $100,000 insurance policy that 
paid without question, he has filed for 
bankruptcy, preventing any wrongful 
death claims by the Hodgsons. He and 
Liotta still live together and share a 
joint banking account, according to 
evidence presented.
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regional cover story

This court yard garden area was donated by The Rosie O'Donnell Show in 1998 when Ann rice named Lazarus 
House as her favorite charity.
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Enforcing its doctrine
MCG, continued from Page 1

Archdiocese learned members of the 
church support same-sex marriage.

The Metropolitan Community Church 
of Greater New Orleans was told Aug. 4 it 
had 90 days to vacate its temporary space 
at the Project Lazarus complex, a Marigny 
AIDS hospice that is overseen by the 
Catholic Church.

The MCC and the Catholic Church 
entered into a one-year lease agreement 
on May 15 for the gay church to worship at 
the Catholic facility. But according to an 
archdiocese spokesperson, after the con­
tract was signed and more inquiries were 
made into the MCC, the Catholic Church 
learned of its stance in support of same- 
sex marriage and decided to terminate the 
contract.

“We do not want to give the impression 
that we support [same-sex marriage],” 
Father William Maestri said.

“My understanding is that [the lease 
contractors] did not know about MCC’s 
support of same-sex marriage until later,” 
he said. “And we do not support [the 
MCC’s] teachings.”

Rev. Dexter Brecht, pastor of the 45- 
member MCC of Greater New Orleans, 
said he and officials with Project Lazarus 
had no conflict, but the archdiocese said it 
was “inappropriate” for the MCC to wor­
ship on its property

“Those with Project Lazarus are per­
sonally open, but the archdiocese owns 
the property. It didn’t dawn on me the 
archdiocese might step in,” Brecht said.

us, but
you won't marry us'

Rev. Troy Perry, the outgoing modera­
tor of Metropolitan Community 
Churches, the parent denomination of the 
New Orleans church, issued a written

0 MORE INFO
Project Lazarus House
www.lazarushouse.net

statement criticizing the decision.
“I am saddened that the archdiocese is 

expelling the rent-paying, lease-holding 
congregation, not from a church building, 
but from an AIDS hospice,” Perry said.

“They are sending a clear message to 
people with HIV that the Roman Catholic 
Church welcomes you as a sick or dying 
person, but not as a living, loving person.

“We’ve grown weary of a church that 
will condescend to bury us but not have the 
simple courtesy to marry us,” he said.

Maestri stressed that a clause in the 
lease agreement allowing either party to 
back out within 90 days was requested by 
the MCC, and added that although the 
Catholic Church does not support same-sex 
marriage, it is not homophobic.

“I don’t know how we are being pre­
sented as homophobic when in fact 
Project Lazarus was the first facility to 
care for HIV patients in New Orleans. And 
we never ask how anyone contracts 
AIDS,” Maestri said. “How that is homo- 
phobic, I just don’t quite understand it.”

Brecht disagreed with Maestri’s rea­
soning.

“He can call it whatever he wants to, but 
the bottom line is he’s enforcing official 
doctrine that says homosexuality is inher­
ently wrong. If that’s not homophobia, I 
don’t know what is,” Brecht said.

Mark Jordan, a religion professor at 
Emory University and author of “The 
Silence of Sodom: Homosexuality in 
Modern Catholicism,” said the New 
Orleans Catholic leaders are simply par­
roting what they are told to say by the 
church’s hierarchy.

Jordan called current Catholic teach­
ings against homosexuality “loud and 
severe” and encouraged Catholics in New 
Orleans to worship at the MCC on Sunday 
to protest the “official injustice” from the 
archdiocese.

“The reasonable thing — not to say, the 
Christian thing — would be to continue 
the lease as an ecumenical gesture while 
repeating gently that a lease doesn’t imply 
an endorsement,” Jordan said. “Of 
course, the more Christian thing would be 
for the archdiocese to repent of the sin of 
persecuting queer people.”
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Former Arizona mayor Neil G. Giuliano 
was named president of the Gay & 
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation 
this week. GLAAD acts as a media 
watchdog, monitoring how gay men 
and lesbians are portrayed in popular 
entertainment and news coverage.

Former Republican mayor named to head GLAAD
NEW YORK—Neil G. Giuliano, former Republican mayor of Tempe, Ariz., was named presi­
dent of the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD), the nation’s lesbian, gay 
bisexual and transgender media advocacy organization. “I understand firsthand how impor­
tant it is to ensure that our stories are being told through the media in every corner of this 
country,” said Giuliano in a statement. Chris Bugbee, director of public relations for GLAAD, 
said that Giuliano is uniquely qualified to reach out to different communities and build diverse 
coahtions. “He struck me and the search committee as someone who sees a bigger picture, who 
understands the lives of lesbian, gay bisexual and trans 
folks not just through a political lens or through a media 
lens but also very personally” said Kate Kendell, execu­
tive director of the National Center for Lesbian Rights. 
Kendell served on the GLAAD search committee. When 
asked if it was unusual for a Republican to lead a gay 
rights group, Kendell said that some might see it that way 
but added, “I think his political party identity is less 
important than his political world view. His political 
world view is certainly one that values difference, values 
consensus, values justice. Those values became much 
more important than his stated political affiliation.” 
When Giuliano was mayor of Tempe the city won the 
“Best America City” award by the National Civic League 
in June 2003. He also worked as Director for Community 
Relations at Arizona State University and, last year, he 
was co-chair of the final 2004 presidential debate. In 2001 
he survived a mayoral recall campaign that many viewed 
as anti-gay The campaign began after the Tempe city 
manager recommended that they change their United
Way campaign for city employees so that contributions could only be directed to charities that 
comply with Tempe’s non-discrimination policy which includes sexual orientation. Giuhano’s 
opponents saw this as part of his “gay agenda,” according to media reports. During the recall 
campaign, the mayor’s office received anti-gay mail, phone calls, e-mails and even death threats. 
Giufiano succeeds Joan M. Garry, who stepped down in June after eight years in the position. 
He will take over at GLAAD on Sept. 1.

Octavio Barrios, M.D.
Carol Donnelly, P.A.-C

Closeted man wins $270,000 after 
radio show identifies him as gay

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A San Francisco 
man who says he was devastated after he 
was identified as gay on a national 
Spanish-language radio show will be paid 
$270,000 by Univision Radio, an arbitrator 
has ruled. Roberto Hernandez, 45, was 
driving to work in 2002 when he received a 
phone call from a man who said that he 
met Hernandez at a San Francisco gay bar. 
The caller then announced that the con­
versation was being broadcast live on the 
“Raul Brindis & Pepito Show,” based in 
Houston. Hernandez worked for the local 
station that broadcast the show. He said he 
was so depressed by the incident that he 
could no longer work. Hernandez had been 
secretive about being gay before the inci­
dent, not telling his family. Arbitrator 
Rebecca Westerfield found last week that 
Hernandez suffered emotional distress but 
dismissed claims of sexual harassment.

Bullied teen who sued Kansas 
school district wins $250,000
KANSAS CITY, Kan. (AP) — A Kansas 
teenager was awarded $250,000 last week in 
his federal lawsuit claiming that he was so 
badly bullied by classmates that he quit 
school. Dylan Theno, now 18, claimed 
Tonganoxie school district officials knew 
about the taunting and did nothing to stop 
it. The district said it dealt with all the inci­
dents Theno reported, noting that the 
harassment stopped before Theno dropped 
out. He has since earned a GED and plans 
to enroll in community college this fall. 
The lawsuit, heard in U.S. District Court in 
Kansas City, Kan., sought $700,000. Theno

claimed the harassment deprived him of 
an education. Theno’s attorney, Arthur 
Benson, said he is unaware of any other 
verdicts in same-sex, student-on-student 
harassment cases in federal court won by a 
student. The lawsuit was filed under Title 
IX of the Education Amendments Act of 
1972. The verdict is important, Benson 
said, in that the law has been used mainly 
to curb discrimination in athletics pro­
grams on the basis of gender.

Gay victims to speak 
at bomber's sentencing
ATLANTA — The owners of an Atlanta gay 
bar targeted by a serial bomber said this 
week they plan to be in court Aug. 22 to con­
front Eric Rudolph when he is officially sen­
tenced for a string of attacks that shook 
Atlanta in the late 1990s. “We’re looking for­
ward to speaking to this guy,” said Bev 
McMahon, who owned the Otherside Lounge 
with her life partner, Dana Ford, when it was 
bombed by Rudolph on Feb. 21, 1997. 
McMahon said federal officials would not 
allow her to disclose what she planned to say 
In April, Rudolph pleaded guilty in federal 
courts in Atlanta and Birmingham to four 
bombings that killed two people and injured 
more than 100: the attack on Atlanta’s 
Centennial Olympic Park in July 1996; the 
January 1997 bombing of an Atlanta abor­
tion clinic; the bombing of the Otherside 
Lounge, McMahon and Ford’s now-defunct 
gay bar, a month later; and the January 1998 
bombing of a Birmingham abortion clinic. 
Rudolph will also have the opportunity to 
speak when he is sentenced for the bombings.

From staff and wire reports
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Poll: support for same-sex unions increases
By EARTHA JANE MELZER

The latest Pew Research Center poll on 
same-sex marriage shows 36 percent of 
Americans favor allowing same-sex cou­
ples to marry and 53 percent support legal 
recognition that would offer gay couples 
many of the same rights and responsibili­
ties as married straight couples.

The numbers represent a 4 percent 
increase among those who support full 
marriage rights for gays and a 6 percent. 
jump among those who back some form of 
legal recognition of same-sex relation­
ships since the last poll was taken in 
December 2004.

In a statement celebrating the poll, Evan 
Wolfson, executive director of Freedom to 
Marry, a group working for marriage 
equality, said that a year of legal marriage 
in Massachusetts has demonstrated to 
many that ending marriage discrimination 
helps gays and harms no one.

“This is exactly what the right wing is 
afraid of,” Wolfson said. “If we stick with 
the conversation and persist in engaging 
the non-gay public on marriage equality, 
the public will move to fairness.”

In a sign that support for a federal mar­
riage amendment may no longer be seen 
as politically advantageous, Rep. Marilyn 
Musgrave (R-Colo.), told the Associated 
Press last week that she is putting her 
work on the marriage amendment on hold

as states and the courts battle over the 
issue at the state level.

Musgrave, who is beginning a re-elec­
tion campaign, was the original sponsor of 
the marriage amendment in the House 
last year. The AP reported that the GOP 
has rated Musgrave as one of the 10 most 
vulnerable Republicans in the country. 
Musgrave said that gay rights activists 
and other groups spent $2.5 million on tel­
evision advertising attacking her during 
her last campaign.

Calif, marriage bill alive
In California, the issue of marriage 

equality is being dealt with in the courts, 
in the legislature and by ballot initiative.

Earlier this month the California 
Supreme Court decided not to hear an 
expedited appeal of a lower court ruling 
that the state’s marriage law is uncon­
stitutional because it discriminates 
against gays. The appeal will instead 
make its way through the appellate 
court and could much longer to resolve.

Geoffrey Kors, executive director of 
Equality California, a statewide gay civil 
rights organization, said that Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and some legislators had 
stated that they would wait to see how the 
courts handled the issue before taking a 
position on marriage equality.

The Religious Freedom & Civil 
Marriage Protection Act, which would 

have legalized same-sex marriage was 
defeated in the Assembly earlier this 
year. Last week the bill was introduced 
in the Senate for the first time, and Kors 
said he believes it has a strong chance of 
passing.

“Most of the Assembly members who 
have strong records on gay issues but did 
not vote on the bill last time around are 
running for Senate,” Kors said.

“If they see that their colleagues in the 
Senate have passed the bill, this could give 
them comfort and build momentum 
toward passage of the bill.”

“In races where this has become an 
issue, every candidate who supported 
marriage equality won,” Kors said.

Ballot initiatives are pending on two 
amendments to repeal domestic partner 
benefits and ban same-sex marriage. A 
vote on one or both of these amendments 
could take place as soon as June of 2006.

In Oregon, bills that would have estab­
lished civil unions and prohibited dis­
crimination based on sexual orientation, 
died earlier this month.

Though supporters of the bills were 
certain there were enough votes for pas­
sage, House Speaker Karen Minnis (R- 
Wood Village) prevented the measure from 
coming to a vote through a series of 
unusual parliamentary moves.

Because the Oregon Legislature meets 
every other year, the earliest the measure 

could be reintroduced is 2007.
“I think there are a number of people 

who are disgusted and angered and out­
raged that one person can interfere with 
democratic process in such a way,” said 
Rebekah Kassell, of Basic Rights Oregon, 
which was the major organizer of the 
campaign for the legislation.

“The community in general is encour­
aged by the fact that this was the most 
massive lobbying effort in our history 
and there was a level of seriousness, visi­
bility and discussion around the issues 
that has never taken place before,” 
Kassell said.

The effort to enact civil unions and 
anti-discrimination legislation in Oregon 
was a response to last year’s passage of an 
amendment banning gay marriage rights. 
The marriage amendment is also being 
challenged in court.

ACLU sues Tennessee
In Tennessee, the American Civil 

Liberties Union and the Tennessee 
Equality Project are suing the state, claim­
ing that it failed to give adequate public 
notice before approving the language of a 
proposed marriage amendment.

More than 90 lawmakers in Tennessee 
have voluntarily joined the suit to defend 
the state’s actions. The lawmakers are rep­
resented by the Alliance Defense Fund, a 
religious legal group.

Iranian executions spark new protests
By ELIZABETH WEILL-GREENBERG

WASHINGTON—Protests persist against 
the executions of two teenagers in Iran, as 
condemnations broaden to include the use of 
the death penalty against children.

In mid-July photos of two Iranian 
teenagers awaiting execution, Ayaz Marhoni 
and Mahomoud Asgari, surfaced on the 
Internet. Gay rights groups Outrage and the 
Human Rights Campaign quickly con­
demned the executions and claimed the boys 
were killed for being gay HRC urged the State 
Department to investigate the murders.

However, Amnesty International, Human 
Rights Watch and the International Gay & 
Lesbian Human Rights Commission, were 
not able to find evidence corroborating the 
claims the boys were killed for being gay 
Instead, their research had uncovered, to that 
point, that the boys were charged with and 
executed for sexually assaulting a 13-year old 
boy at knifepoint Scott Long, director of 
Human Rights Watch’s gay program, said 
they based their findings on journalists and 
human rights workers in Iran.

Gay rights groups and human rights 
organizations continue to sift through con­
flicting accounts of the executions, trying to 
distinguish amongst myth, rumor and fact. It 
appears that reports claiming the boys were 
executed for being gay originated, in part, 
with incorrect English translations of an 
Iranian Student News Agency report.

Outrage, a British gay rights group main­

tains it is likely the boys were executed for 
being gay

Afdhere Jama, the editor of Huriyah, a 
U.S. based magazine for gay Muslims, 
claims he has information from anony­
mous sources inside Iran who say the boys 
were lovers and that was the reason for the 
execution. He said the Voice could not 
speak with his sources and he could not 
identify them by their true names because 
it would endanger their lives.

Long said that Human Rights Watch is 
looking into Jama’s claims and hopes to 
speak directly with his sources.

“We’re waiting to get information we can 
actually check out,” Long said.

Ghaemi added: “As long as those witnesses 
are not available, that dimension remains 
from his point of view.”

HRW is also investigating rumors that two 
Iranian men wiR be executed for homosexu­
ality at the end of August, Long said.

“The information [on the new executions] 
comes from an Iranian group in Europe,” 
wrote Ghaemi in an e-mail to the Blade. “I 
have talked to them and they refuse to discuss 
any details of who their sources inside Iran 
are or to put me in contact with them. I have 
asked my own contacts in Iran to see if they 
can find any information on it.”

Doug Ireland, a widely respected journal­
ist who has been following both cases closely 
says it is likely the rape charges against. 
Marhoni and Asgari were trumped up.

“The Iranian scholars I have spoken to 

have been skeptical to a huge degree of the 
rape charge,” Ireland said in a telephone 
interview. “There is a history of inventing 
charges to fit the regime’s agenda.”

In addition to conversations with 
Iranian scholars and exiles, Ireland said 
he has corresponded with the editor of an 
underground gay Iranian magazine, who 
asked Ireland not to disclose his identity 
or the name of his publication to protect 
his safety.

“In the wake of the story about the hang­
ing of the two teens going global the atmos­
phere of anti-gay repression and surveillance 
has considerably heightened in Iran,” said 
Ireland. As investigations continue, protests 
were staged last week in London, San 
Francisco and Paris to condemn the execu­
tions of the boys and, more broadly

Iran’s lethal criminalization of homosexu­
ality In Iran, homosexual intercourse 
between two men is punishable by death and 
homosexual acts that do not involve inter­
course are punishable by 100 lashes, accord­
ing to Ghaemi.

San Francisco mayor Gavin Newsom said 
in a statement that he was “outraged and 
appalled” that Iran executed two boys for their 
“alleged sexual orientation.”

In light of the executions, the Netherlands 
and Sweden have stopped sending gay asylum 
seekers back to Iran.

State Department spokesperson Noel Clay 
told the Voice that they were not planning to 
issue a statement condemning the hangings 

The executions of two gay teens in Iran last month 
set off international protests, including this one in 
Manila, Philippines. Many protesters are calling fora 
worldwide ban on using the death penalty on non­
adults. (Photo by Bullit Marquez/AP)

because the circumstances are unknown. 
When asked if the department would con­
demn the executions because one of the boys 
was a minor when the alleged crime was com­
mitted, Clay refused to answer.

Whatever the reasons for the teenagers’ 
execution, many have noted, their state sanc­
tioned murder highlights Iran’s human rights 
record. However, many have said that the 
international outrage on Iran’s treatment of 
gays applies a double standard to Western and 
Muslim countries.

“We simply cannot be asking the world to 
point a flashlight on the recent executions in 
Iran, for example, and not be willing to put our 
own western countries under the same scruti­
ny” wrote Kim Vance in an editorial for Xtra!, 
a Canadian magazine about gay issues.
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State Dep't OKs gay group at Baghdad embassy
IRAQI, continued from Page 1

Criminalizing homosexuality?
Shiite religious groups have come to play a 

far more prominent role in Iraq since the fall 
of Saddam Hussein’s secular dictatorship.

“There is now a real struggle to keep the 
demands of the religious extremists in 
check, to make sure that Iraqis are not 
denied basic human rights in the name of 
abiding to religious laws,” Salam said. “It is 
way too early for us to even think about gay 
rights. I want to make sure I will have the 
right to shave my beard and wear a tie if I 
want to.”

Juan Cole, a University of Michigan 
history professor who has been following

O MORE INFO
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad
Mailing address:
APO/FPO: APO AE 09316

Gays & Lesbians in Foreign Affairs Agencies
P.0. Box 18774
Washington, DC 20036-8774
GLIFAA@hotmail.com
www.glifaa.org

the development of the new Iraqi constitu­
tion on his blog “Informed Comment” con­
firmed Salam’s concerns.

“I very much doubt the constitution 
will give rights to gays,” Cole said via e- 
mail. “If it enshrines Islamic law, in fact, 
being gay could be a capital crime.”

There are no political support groups 
for gays and no political party sees any 
benefit in mentioning gays in a positive or 
negative way, Salam said. Public discus­
sion of gay issues is generally limited to 
discussion in the newspapers of how dis­
gusting gays are and what type of punish­
ment is appropriate for gay behavior.

The only group that has voiced an 
opinion about gay rights for Iraqis, Salam 
said, is the Organization for Women’s 
Freedom in Iraq, which is affiliated with 
the Iraqi Worker’s Socialist Party, “and 
they have never mentioned this inside 
Iraq because as progressive as they are in 
demanding women’s rights, they know 
thafsupporting same-sex relationships is 
a bit too progressive.”

Many high-level members of the govern­
ment are eager to have religious law 
enshrined in the new constitution, said 
Farida Deif, researcher for the women’s rights 
division of Human Rights Watch said.

Everywhere that conservative religious law 
has been written into a constitution, Deif 
added, it has codified inequality and discrimi­
nation.

“The question is, is Islamic law going to 
be a source of legislation or is it going to 
be the source of legislation,” Deif said.

Since the adoption of the Code of 
Personal Status in 1959, Iraq’s family law 
has been fairly secular, Deif said.

Zaid A. Zaid, a gay American, worked in 
Iraq as a liaison between the Coalition 
Provisional Authority and the Iraqi 
Governing Counsel between February and 
April of last year. Zaid said that his experi­
ence as an openly gay man in Iraq was a 
positive one.

Zaid said inside the Green Zone, the three 
square mile area guarded by American 
troops, he encountered other openly gay gov­
ernment workers, closeted U.S. service mem­
bers and National Guard troops, and closeted 
gay civihans who had previously worked for 
Republicans in Washington.

Working in the Green Zone is stressful, 
Zaid said, with most people working 13 or 
14-hour days and nothing to do but sleep 
during down time.

“It’s not like there were many opportu­
nities for dating or anything else.”

ON THE WEB
Salam Pax's blog
http://dear_raed.blogspot.com

Gay group for Baghdad Embassy
Those who deal with issues relating to 

being gay or lesbian while working with 
the embassy in Baghdad now have a new 
resource to help them.

According to the August newsletter of 
Gays & Lesbians In Foreign Affairs 
Agencies, the gay and lesbian employees of 
Embassy Baghdad have formed a support 
group.

The GLIFAA newsletter reports that 
agent Tim Lunardi initially approached post 
management about supporting June Pride 
events within the embassy community

“Unfortunately, post [management] 
decided not to support Pride events, due to 
management’s desire not to disturb State’s 
relationship with military colleagues by 
raising such an ‘emotional’ issue,” he said.

A subsequent request by Lunardi to 
create and advertise a gay and lesbian sup­
port group did win approval, the GLIFAA 
newsletter reports, and the group held its 
first meeting July 30.

Anti-gay group questions gay chamber contract
Perkins calls Interior 
Dep't agreement illegal
By ELIZABETH WEILL-GREENBERG

Tony Perkins, president of the anti-gay 
Family Research Council, slammed an 
agreement between the National Gay & 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce and the 
Department of the Interior as illegal, and 
urged Congress and President Bush to 
intervene.

In June, the National Gay & Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce entered into an 
agreement with the Department of the 
Interior Office of Small & Disadvantaged 
Business Utilization to increase outreach 
to gay-owned businesses and to educate 
gay business owners about contract 
opportunities.

On the Family Research Council’s Web 
site, Perkins wrote in his Washington 
Update on Aug. 5 under the heading 
“Interior Patronage,” that the agreement 
means that gay-owned businesses would 
receive “preferential treatment” and allow 
“special access to over $2 million in 
Interior contracts, money earmarked for 
small and disadvantaged businesses.”

He continued, “[TJhere is no basis 
whatsoever in federal law for such spe­
cial treatment by the Department of the 
Interior.”

But Perkins’ understanding of the 
agreement is flawed, according to an offi­
cial from the gay chamber.

“It’s obvious [Perkins] hasn’t read the 
Memorandum of Understanding nor has 
he read the Small Business Act,” said 
Justin Nelson, co-founder and executive 
director of the NGLCC. “We’re all entitled 
to our own opinions, not our own facts.”

The Memorandum of Understanding, 
or MOU, between the Department of the 
Interior and the NGLCC only promises 
outreach and education to gay-owned 
businesses, he clarified.

“Perkins has decided to make up the 
facts to fit his bigoted needs,” Nelson said. 
“Even the harshest of our critics under­
stand this is a business issue.”

Over the past five years, the depart­
ment has created 14 national agreements 
like the one with the NGLCC with other 
chambers, like the U.S. Pan-Asian 
American Chamber and the U.S. Black 
Chamber of Commerce, according to Bob 
Faithful, director of the Office of Small & 
Disadvantaged Business Utilization at the 
Department of the Interior.

The agreement with the NGLCC also 
lists the laws and executive orders govern­
ing such a memo, such as the Small 
Business Act of 1958 and the Executive 
Order 13170 from October 2000, called 
Increasing Opportunities and Access for 
Disadvantaged Businesses.

“We are the very small businesses 
mentioned in the Small Business Act,” 
Nelson said.

Nelson said that Perkins’ attack shows 
that bigotry is at the heart of his talk about 
family values. The NGLCC has invited the 
Family Research Council to a public forum

Family Research Council President Tony Perkins, an 
opponent of gay rights, contested an agreement 
between the Department of the Interior and the 
National Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce.

to discuss the agreement but the Council 
has not responded, he said. The Family 
Research Council was asked to respond 
numerous times but did not do so.

“Perkins doesn’t even want us educat­
ed about opportunities,” Nelson said. 
“That’s equal opportunity, not preferen­
tial treatment.”

Letters protest gay deal
The Department of the Interior has 

been flooded with letters from the Family 

Research Council mailing list, according 
to Nelson, who says he is concerned 
about Perkins’ influence. Officials at the 
Department of the Interior were not 
available for comment.

Just last Sunday, the Family Research 
Council played host to Justice Sunday II, a 
televised event to celebrate and propagate 
conservative, religious policies. The event 
boasted support from House Majority 
Leader Tom DeLay (R-Texas) and former 
Sen. Zell Miller (D-Ga.). Nelson urged sup­
porters to contact the Family Research 
Council to protest Perkins’ comments.

FRC opposes ENDA
The Family Research Council opposes 

the Employment Non-Discrimination Act, 
which would bar workplace discrimina­
tion based on sexual orientation at the fed­
eral level. According to the Family 
Research Council, employers should have 
the option to fire a person simply because 
he or she is gay.

“Giving sexual orientation this status 
would infringe upon employers’ rights of 
conscience, religion, speech, and associa­
tion,” according to the Family Research 
Council Web site.

Nelson said he hopes middle America 
will see through the Family Research 
Council’s claim that it is only interested in 
protecting “traditional marriage.”

“They’re about total marginalization 
[and] invisibility of gays and lesbians,” 
Nelson said. “People should be concerned 
...If he’s allowed to get away with this for 
gay businesses, who next?”
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Ron Beagle knows the power the Internet holds
Web surfing made easy
By DAWN RORIE

If today’s world had a motto, it might 
be “faster, better, quicker, more.” 
Everything is uploadable, upgraded, 
smaller, sleeker, wireless, and most 
importantly, instantaneous.

No one knows that better than Ron 
Beagle. As president of Rockport 
Solutions, his goal is to help businesses 
succeed online in today’s fast-paced envi­
ronment.

Because the Internet is an indispensa­
ble tool for acquiring news, receiving and 
sending information and doing business 
these days, a Web site is a must for many 
companies.

For the past three years, Rockport 
Solutions has been helping a variety of 
companies and organizations establish a 
stronger presence on the Internet. 
Rockport is responsible for the Web sites 
of a number of gay businesses and enti­
ties, including Camp Camp, the New 
England summer camp for adult gays and 
lesbians (www.camccamp.com).

“A Web site is a second business loca­
tion,” Beagle explains. While most people 
think of a Web site as an online 
“brochure” that looks nice and has infor­
mation about their organization, a 
Rockport Solutions-designed Web site 
goes far beyond the “brochure” concept.

Design and navigation are important 
aspects of a successful Web site, Beagle 
says. Rockport Solutions designs visually 
pleasing, user-friendly Web sites that 
allow a visitor to go anywhere on the site 
with just one or two clicks.

Also important, Beagle says, is a Web­
surfer’s ability to find a Web site when 
using a search engine such as Google or 
Yahoo. Through expert programming 
and search engine optimization and mar­
keting, a Web site designer should be able 
to ensure that clients’ Web sites are 
quickly located by potential customers.

Beagle first saw the potential for suc­
cess in Web site design almost eight years 
ago before the Internet, cell phones, and 
Paris Hilton gossip were staples of every­
day life. While he was vice president of 
sales and marketing of NPL Digital 
Graphics, the company hired a Web site 
designer and sold their first Web site. “I 
got very excited about realizing that 
there was a big future in the Internet,” 
Beagle says.

O MORE INFO
rt Solutions

www.rocl<port-solutions.com
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After leaving his keys at the airport in Amsterdam and recovering them with a few mouse clicks, Ron 
Beagle can testify to the power of the Internet.

A diverse clientele
Operating out of a renovated church 

on Decatur Street, Rockport Solutions 
has designs Web sites for a variety of 
organizations in a diverse range of fields. 
Among Rockport’s list of clients are oil 
companies such as NuFlo Measurement 
Systems (a spin-off of Halliburton) and 
the Houston Zoo. //

Rockport also provides Web site solu­
tions for individuals seeking to get then- 
message or product in front of the public 
eye. Recently, the company designed a 
Web site for Houston photographer 
Dalton DeHart (www.daltondehart.com).

“As anyone who goes to any nonprofit 
event (in Houston) knows, Dalton is 

there, taking pictures,” Beagle says. 
Dehart’s Web site provides a forum for 
him to display photos from the many 
events he attends.

As with all Rockport-designed Web 
sites, DeHart’s was customized for his 
specific needs and cost requirements. 
“We built the site that best represents 
who he is,” says Beagle.

Although Houstonians will have to 
stay tuned for more details, Beagle con­
firmed that DeHart has commissioned 
Rockport to work on a new Web site that 
will be a comprehensive calendar of 
events in the Houston gay, lesbian, bisex­
ual, and transgender community. The 
new Web site is slated to go live in

O RON BEAGLE
Age: 50
Birthplace: Port Arthur
Home: Houston
Occupation: President of Rockport Solutions 
Education: A proud LSU Tiger
Relationship Status: Single
Pets: A wire-haired Fox Terrier named Cordi 
Tidbit: Working out at FIT; running (has run 
3 marathons); traveling (just returned from 
Copenhangen, the Netherlands and Belgium); 
cooking; loves college football and enjoys liv­
ing in the Heights.

September.
Involvement in the local community is 

very important to Beagle, both profes­
sionally and personally. Each year, 
Rockport Solutions designs and donates a 
Web site to one nonprofit organization. 
Neartown Little League is one of the 
organizations that have benefited from 
Rockport’s generosity (www.neartown- 
ll.org).

“We feel like we are good at what we do 
and want to give back to nonprofit organ­
izations so that they can benefit from our 
experience,” Beagle says.

To Amsterdam in a second
Beagle volunteers with Neartown 

Little League in his spare time, serving 
on the board and helping coach one of the 
teams. He has also served as a hospital 
team volunteer with the AIDS 
Foundation Houston for seven years in 
the 1990s. In that time, he has coordinated 
the hospital team at the HCA Medical 
Center Hospital and helped train new vol­
unteers for all hospital teams in Houston.

“I like to help people. I’m a caregiver,” 
Beagle says of his work with the AIDS 
Foundation.

While discussing his volunteer work, 
his hobbies, and Rockport’s dedication to 
their clients’ success, Beagle’s eyes settle 
on a set of keys lying on his desk. He 
smiles and begins to tell the story of how 
recently, when he traveled to the 
Netherlands to study European Web 
design, he lost his keys at the airport in 
Amsterdam.

When he arrived home in Houston, 
Beagle realized that his keys were 
nowhere to be found. Remembering that 
he had laid the keys down while going 
through airport security in Amsterdam, 
Beagle turned to his computer for a solu­
tion. He immediately found the Web site 
for the Amsterdam airport. He quickly 
navigated the site and in no time, he was 
exchanging e-mails with an agent at the 
airport lost and found.

In just a few days, Beagle’s keys 
arrived in his mailbox. “That,” he says, 
“is the power of the Internet.”
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BJ. Smith (center) welcomed a nice crowd for the kickoff of Internet Rescue, a new organization aimed 
at getting Web surfers to socialize more.

Brooks Ballard (left) celebrated his article in Real Estate Executive Magazine with (from left) Wanda 
Carraway, City Council Candidate Sue Lovell and Kathy Turner.

(Photos by Dalton DeHart)

New officers for EPAH posed for a photo after their most recent meeting.

recently to castup

Ken Malone was honored recently at a meeting of 
the Executive and Professional Association of

Christopher Bown, president of the Houston GLBT 
Community Center, recently presented a certificate 
of appreciation to Hollywood owner Danny Dang.

After her live performance at South Beach, Jenna 
Drey chatted up Christian Andreson and Joey

ww

Diana Foundation representatives Bob Briddick and Lary Barton presented a check for $7,000 to Bering 
Omega Community Services representatives Bob Bohan, Dan Snare and Fiona Dawson.

’ '' i recent event staged by River Oaks Area Democratic Women included (from left) Tony Carroll, 
Mitchell Katine, Muffle Moroney, Elsie Cook and Houston City Controller Annise Parker.

They lined 
Imperial Court of Houston royalty.

Protestors gathered recently in Houston to voice 
their opposition to the war in Iraq.

Bartenders proved good at soliciting donations 
at a recent fundraiser for Montrose Softball 
League.

Participants in a
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The peace flag and the American flag flew side by side during a recent antiwar protest in Houston. Houston (EPAH). Guerra.
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editorial

Amsterdam II 
is a Dutch treat
Three months after being beaten up in the supposed 

Gay Capital of the World for holding my boyfriend's 

hand, I saw firsthand how that title is well-earned.

By CHRIS CRAIN

HAT A DIFFERENCE 
three months can make.

I . f M After a visit to Amsterdam 
' I ' for the famous Queen’s Day 

weekend in late April, 1 
| shrugged my way through 

Schipol airport wearing 
sunglasses on my broken nose to hide two 
black eyes. My boyfriend and I had been 
beaten up in the heart of gay Amsterdam 
by seven men infuriated that we were 
holding hands in the street.

When I returned to Washington, I . 
wrote a column about what happened, 
hoping that maybe a stray gay publica­
tion or two back in Amsterdam might let 
the locals know to be careful. I was whol­
ly unprepared for the ensuing storm of 
media coverage, in Holland and some 
here in the States.

Much of the discussion in the 
Netherlands centered on the description ' 
of our attackers as “Moroccan-looking.” 
The country has been struggling with 
first and second-generation Muslim 
immigrants whose cultural and religious 
conservatism hasn’t integrated well with 
Holland’s famous social tolerance.

Some anti-immigrant politicians there 
have even turned tolerance on its head, urg­
ing xenophobic government policies on the 
theory that immigrants won’t share 
Holland’s acceptance of gays and other 
minorities. The most famous of that lot, the 
openly gay Pirn Fortuyn, was assassinated 
just weeks before he might have been elect­
ed prime minister, by a native Dutch leftist.

WITH THAT BACKDROP, THE STORY 
OF our attack made big news in early 
May and then receded, in a normal news 
cycle. But the city of Amsterdam decided 
to revisit our attack in a fairly unprece­
dented way, by flying me back to 
Amsterdam for Gay Pride weekend and 
putting my boyfriend and me up in a nice 
hotel, ironically only blocks from the spot 
of the attack on April 30.

The City Council and the mayor, Job 
Cohen, had invited us back so that we 
might see a better side of the city, and we 

were happy to take them up on their invi­
tation. Again we were unprepared for 
what awaited us: a slew of TV, radio and 
print interviews, and an invitation to 
speak at a reception hosted by the mayor 
at city hall. We even were asked to be 
judges for the famous Pride parade, 
which takes place entirely in the city’s 
canals.

Inevitably, the media wanted to know 
how it felt to be back in Amsterdam, and 
whether my boyfriend and I would hold 
hands in the street. They also asked, as I 
would have in their shoes, whether we 
felt we were part of a “damage control” 
effort by a city that had gotten a lot of 
bad press over what happened to us on 
Queen’s Day.

I had to chuckle at the idea that we 
would parrot anyone’s party line. In eight 
years editing gay publications, I have 
almost never said what anyone — local 
politicians, anti-gay conservatives, gay 
rights groups, even our publications’ sales 
team — wants me to say I say what I think.

And what I think about Amsterdam is 
this: There’s really no place like it. If we 
had been beaten up in the streets of New 
York, it might have made a few headlines, 
as recent anti-gay attacks in the Big 
Apple have. If it had happened in 
Washington or Atlanta, the two cities 
where I’ve lived the last 15 years, it proba­
bly would have merited a story or two. 
But what happened in Amsterdam was 
truly extraordinary.

I have received more than 1,500 e-mails 
from Dutch people, most of them hetero­
sexual, upset about the attack. After the 
initial round of media coverage, local gay 
rights organizers turned out as many as 
1,000 people for a rally in Leidseplein, a 
block from the spot of our attack, where 
gay people kissed and held hands, vowing 
not to return to the closet.

On this visit in Amsterdam, much of the 
media coverage again involved soul-search­
ing about how a city that values tolerance 
can protect itself from intolerance without 
using the heavy hand of government to sti­
fle conservative dissent. As a citizen of a 
country where the situation is flipped, and 
the conservatives who govern use the law to 

enshrine their view of morality, I’m espe­
cially sensitive to the dilemma. I’m also 
impressed more than I can say by the quali­
ty of debate the Dutch have had so far.

TRUTH BE TOLD, I WOULD ENCOURAGE 
gays to visit Amsterdam regardless of 
how the locals had reacted, if nothing 
else but to defy those who would scare us 
away and back into the closet. But the 
reality in the streets of Amsterdam was 
quite the opposite this Gay Pride week­
end. My boyfriend and I were stopped 
untold times by strangers, many of whom 
made a point of saying they were 
straight, and welcomed us back to the 
city.

In my favorite encounter, a self­
described “football hooligan” festooned 
with tattoos, piercings and ragged clothes, 
stopped us on Leidsestraat and asked why 
we weren’t holding hands. When I took my 
boyfriend’s hand, he smiled broadly and 
said, “Now that’s Amsterdam!” He also 
asked me to point out our attackers so he 
could, um, return the favor, but in doing 
so, he in some ways encapsulated the 
range of Dutch reactions to its changing 
culture.

Defeating homophobia that has its 
roots in fundamentalist Islam is no doubt 
at least as difficult as challenging homo­
phobia advocated by fundamentalist 
Christians.

Fortunately for those of us in the U.S., 
the moderate and progressive wings of 
Christianity are much more active and have 
forced a difficult debate about the church’s 
treatment of gays. Fortunately for those in 
Holland, the tolerant progressives already 
have the advantage of numbers in the ongo­
ing debate, and there is every reason to 
believe that fair-minded people understand 
that maintaining their legendary tolerant 
society requires their constant vigilance.

So, is Amsterdam still the “Gay 
Capital of the World,” as I was asked by 
almost every reporter I spoke with during 
my visit? Absolutely The Dutch were the 
first to allow gays to marry, and their 
commitment to welcoming us is without 
equal.

Last week when I left Amsterdam, the 
scene in Schipol airport could not have 
been different. I was welcomed with 
smiles by KLM Airline ticket agents and 
flight attendants who recognized me from 
TV stories and asked if I had enjoyed Gay 
Pride weekend.

In fact, it surpassed even my very high 
expectations, and cer­
tainly put the trauma 
of Queen’s Day into a 
much more optimistic 
context.

Chris Crain is 
executive editor of 
the Houston Voice 

and can be reached at 
ccrain@houstonvoice.com.
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CT) Joe Solmonese is president of the Human

Rights Campaign and can be reached via 
www.hrc.org.

viewpoint JOE SOLMONESE
John Roberts seems to agree that the Supreme 

Court is a mere bystander

F when individual rights are trampled.

Clarence Thomas 
all over again
AMERICA RECENTLY LEARNED THAT 
Supreme Court nominee John Roberts 
assisted lawyers in the gay rights case 
Romer vs. Evans.

Anti-gay groups were quick to dismiss 
this work as nothing more than a courtesy to 
his law firm — makes you wonder what they 
know, doesn’t it? Washington Post columnist 
Richard Cohen, on the other hand, said it 
proves that Roberts is not a bigot.

The question of whether Roberts is 
personally anti-gay is not only hard to 
answer, it is the wrong question to ask.

The right question is whether he will be 
the kind of justice that President Bush 
promised to appoint — another Antonin 
Scalia or Clarence Thomas. We should 
demand that our senators find out.

As we review documents from Roberts’ 
career, we are finding strong evidence 
that he would vote with the far right wing 
of the court, and against protections for 
gays. It’s not evidence that he’s a bigot; 
just clear, convincing evidence that for 
decades, Roberts has embraced a view 
that the court has no business protecting 
basic civil rights.

IN 1981, ROBERTS DRAFTED AN 
article urging what he calls “judicial 
restraint.” In it, he criticized the 
Supreme Court for what he called intru­
sions into social issues best left to the 

legislatures.
The article does not name these issues, 

and the Senate should ask him which 
ones he meant. Was Brown vs. Board of 
Education, which desegregated schools, 
an unwarranted intrusion? Was Roe vs. 
Wade, which established abortion rights? 
Was Lawrence vs. Texas, which struck 
down sodomy laws?

This “leave it to the legislature” philoso­
phy is what guides Justice Thomas. 
Dissenting in the landmark Lawrence case 
that overturned sodomy laws, Thomas 
called the Texas law “uncommonly silly” 
and declared that as a legislator, he would 
not have voted for it. But he voted to 
uphold the law because in his view, it was 
not a judge’s job to interfere.

As a federal appeals court judge, 
Roberts wrote an opinion that shows he 
was thinking along the same lines as 
Justice Thomas. In the infamous “french 
fry” case, a 12-year-old girl was caught 
eating one fry on a Washington, D.C., sub­
way. She was arrested and detained for 
three hours, terrified and in tears.

Under D.C. law, an adult would only 
have been given a citation. The girl filed a 
lawsuit claiming that she had been treat­
ed unfairly because of her age and that 
her rights had been violated. Roberts 
ruled against the girl, noting that the 
city’s treatment of her was unfortunate,

J

but the court would not second-guess it.
Roberts also noted approvingly that in 

response to public outcry D.C. had changed 
its arrest rules for the subway It is fortunate 
that future juvenile french fry offenders will 
be safe from unwarranted arrest, but Judge 
Roberts can’t claim credit for that.

He believes the court cannot, and 
should not, flex its muscles to protect 
rights and insure equality. He sounds just 
like Justice Thomas.

WHEN LEGISLATURES PUNISH GAY 
people, we are unlikely to see the kind of 
public outcry that the french fry case 
inspired. Anti-gay forces use intolerance 
for political gain, and only the courts stand 
between us and second-class citizenship.

That’s why anti-gay forces supported the 
so-called Marriage Protection Act, which 
would have insured that constitutional 
challenges to the Defense of Marriage Act 
could not be heard by federal courts.

Sound crazy? Not to Judge Roberts. In 
the 1980s, he wrote that laws limiting the 
courts’ jurisdiction, at the time targeting 
toward abortion and school prayer, were 
perfectly constitutional.

The fact that Roberts has not been 
explicitly anti-GLBT is no more comfort­
ing, nor relevant, than Thomas’ opinion 
that sodomy laws are “silly.” What mat­
ters is whether, as a justice, Roberts 
would interpret the Constitution to pro­
tect us from such laws.

From what I’ve seen of his record, 
John Roberts would allow discriminatory 
laws to stand, and fail to recognize our 
fundamental rights. A fair-minded justice 
stands up for rights. He does not stand 
aside.

him to White
House leaks?

I think it's time for "our" presi­
dent to start cleaning house. 
Who better to start with?

STEVEN WAGNER, 35 
Houston 

Event Planner

■riS

If Rove is responsible for the 
leak, he should resign, even if he 
is an old family friend. Of course, 
we know better than to expect 
that to actually happen.

PATRICK MARTIN, 39
Houston 

Nonprofit

Bush stated he "would fire any­
one involved" in outing a CIA 
operative. He should stick to his 
word to maintain any credibility.

CARI CLARK & CARLYN 
KLEMM, 46/47 

Houston 
Executive chef/geophysicist

Immediate termination.

LES STUBBLEFIELD, 28 
Houston 

Customer service

Fulfill his promise and fire him.

----- -—

-
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MATT GLAZER, 23 
San Antonio 

Political operative

Sound off about what's happening in your world at www.houstonvoice.com/soundoff . Interviews and photos by Dalton DeHart
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Like a klutz
Madonna fell off the 

horse, but doctors say 
she should dance again.
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xeeping the faith
TROY PERRY TO STAY ACTIVE IN GAY RIGHTS 

MOVEMENT AFTER LEAVING MCC

By KATHERINE VOLIN

F SOMEONE IN SCOTLAND WROTE A LETTER TODAY AND 
addressed it to ‘'Queer Minister, U.S.A.." odds are the post office would

. return it marked “address unknown.”
In the early 1970s, however, the Los Angeles Post Office knew exact- 

ly where to send it.
When Rev. Troy Perry, longtime leader of the Metropolitan 

Community Church, an inclusive Christian denomination with a pre­
dominately gay following, received the letter, he stormed off to the local post office.

Perry’s mail delivery had been spotty, so the irony of a prompt delivery of the 
“Queer Minister, U.S.A.” letter struck a nerve with the usually jolly pastor.

“That broke the camel’s back for me,” Perry says from his office in Los 
Angeles, where he still lives. As he marched to the front of the line, he waved the 
letter at the clerk and barked, “Why was this letter delivered to me?”

The post office fell silent as customers turned to stare at the irate minister holding 
the letter.

The clerk referred him to the postmaster, who turned to Perry’s letter carrier, who 
had chosen that unfortunate moment to walk through the door.

The letter carrier told the postmaster, “Well, you said he was the only queer minis­
ter you knew of.”

“After that, I had no more problems with my mail,” Perry says.
COMBATTING PREJUDICE IS
something that has marked Perry’s tenure at the Metropolitan Community Church, 
which began with a meeting on Oct. 6,1968 in Perry’s Los Angeles living room with 
“nine friends and three strangers,” he says.

Among those original 12, he says, “I had one heterosexual couple, one person of 
color and a Jew.”

Over nearly 37 years, Perry’s congregation has grown to more than 43,000 worship­
pers in 23 countries. There are churches in 46 states and MCC congregations have an 
aggregate operating budget of $20 million. The church’s leadership has an annual 
budget of $3.2 million, according to Perry.

Perry 65, has used his prominence to further the cause of gay civil rights over the years. 
He has sued state governments, protested proposed anti-gay amendments and laws and vis­
ited the White House during his years as moderator of MCC.

He also performed the first same-sex wedding ceremony in the United States in 
1969, he says. .

“I sued the state of California with two lesbians. I married them. They laughed us out of 
court. We didn’t have the money to appeal. They’re not laughing anymore. That’s the good 
news for us.”

THE BAD NEWS FOR THE METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCHES IS THAT 
Perry has announced his retirement and officially relinquishes his leadership of 
MCC this October at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C.

Perry says he will continue to stay active in the gay civil rights movement, includ­
ing working for marriage equality and for AIDS groups.

On Oct. 28, Perry will hand the reins to Rev. Nancy Wilson, a senior pastor at Church of

(Clockwise from top) Phillip Ray De Blieck and Rev. Troy Perry at their June 13,2003 wedding in Alberta, 
Canada; Perry in his vestments; Perry (right) blessing Rev. Nancy Wilson on July 24 after she was named 
his successor; and Wilson.

the Trinity MCC in Sarasota, Fla.
In July days after MCC announced that Wilson would succeed Perry the Disciples of 

Christ, a denomination based in Indianapolis, Ind., named its next leader, also a woman. 
They are the only two Christian denominations headed by women.

“We’re kind of neck and neck in that,” says Wilson. “It’s very new territory. There 
are a lot of women clergy
now in mainstream congre- p|ease see PERRY on Page 19

BRITISH MIXED NUTS: Gays galore populate 'Little Britain 
a TV series that finally arrives stateside on DVD. Page 14

'OPEN BAR': Logo's new reality show is not so differ­
ent, but its star has some serious wattage. Page 15
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RETHINK

Logo, the new lesbian 
and gay channel from 
MTV Networks.

BU
DIRECTV

rethink tv

DIRECTV® is proud to be the first and only 

television service to carry Logo nationwide. 

Experience it in 100% digital quality on 

Channel 263.

To order, call 1-800-DIRECTV 

or go to DIRECTV.com.
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VAN GOWER
Endearing oddballs and gays galore populate

'Little Britain/ an acclaimed British TV 

series that finally arrives stateside on DVD.

Britain's mixed nuts
IF YOU’RE A FLAMBOYANT GAY MAN, a 
transvestite or a rebellious teenage girl 
and think no one could possibly be more 
outrageous than you, prepare to meet 
your match.

Misfits like those are among the many 
oddballs who populate “Little Britain,” the 
British sketch comedy show whose first sea­
son was released on DVD August 16. The 
show’s second season debuts on cable’s BBC 
America on Wednesday, August 17, at 10 p.m.

Already a runaway smash in England and 
winner of two BAFTA awards (the UK equiv­
alent of an Emmy), the politically incorrect

O MORE INFO
'Little Britain: The Complete First Series'
BBC Video
www.bbcamerica.com

'Little Britain'
BBC America
Wednesdays at 10 p.m.

“Little Britain” was created by its writers 
and stars Matt Lucas, who is gay and David 
Walliams, who is straight. However, each por­
tray a recurring cast of crazies, both male 
and female, gay and straight.

For example, Daffyd Thomas (Lucas) is 
a rotund, attention-craving diva of a gay 
man who proudly flaunts his gayness in 
skimpy, gaudy outfits to the complete 
indifference of his neighbors.

In episode one, Daffyd melodramatical­
ly complains to the local barmaid how 
hard it is being “the only gay in the vil­
lage.” But when another similarly dressed 
swishy gay man (Walliams) enters the 
pub, snooty Daffyd resents the stranger 
supposedly muscling in on his territory.

Throughout the series, even when con­
fronted with proof that he isn’t the only 
gay in the village, Daffyd refuses to accept 
it and does his best to expel all competi­
tion — a gag that is hilarious every time.

THE HUNKY WALLIAMS ALSO PLAYS 
“not very good transvestite” Emily Howard,

Dynamic duo David Walliams (left) and Matt Lucas 
write and star in 'Little Britain/ a sketch comedy 
show with a slew of gay characters that is being 
released on DVD this week. (Photo courtesy of 
BBC America)

resident of a quaint seaside town. A woman 
in her own deluded mind, Emily is far from 
femme with her linebacker build and scarce­
ly credible dainty-lady’s voice.

In episode four, during one of her fun­
niest appearances, Emily is at the doctor’s 
office seeking medical attention after 
falling off the bus (or, as she puts it, “tak­
ing a tumble from the motor coach”) and 
injuring her groin. The doc wants to take 

X-rays and, not fooled by Emily’s outer 
appearance, gives her a small lead-lined 
sheet to shield “her” testicles.

Scandalized, Emily protests “But I’m a 
lady! I don’t have testi-clay!... Well, 
maybe small lady’s testi-clay.”

Walliams also plays gay as Sebastian, 
love struck aide to the prime minister 
(Anthony Stewart Head from “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer”). Sebastian throws him­
self at his boss at every opportunity and 
seethes with jealousy whenever he thinks 
anyone — even the P.M.’s wife — is com­
ing between them.

One of the most inspired characters in 
“Little Britain” is Vicky Pollard (Lucas), an 
unrepentantly vulgar trailer-trash teenager 
who, when challenged by authority figures, 
launches into rapid-fire, incomprehensible 
ramblings having nothing to do with the sit­
uation at hand in order to deflect responsi­
bility for her actions. Vicky’s conflicted 
“Yeah, but no, but yeah, but no” rant is 
already a popular catchphrase in England.

“LITTLE BRITAIN: THE COMPLETE 
First Series” includes many other deliriously 
daffy folk, and Lucas and Walliams breathe 
memorable, irreverent life into them.

Narration by Tom Baker (“Doctor 
Who” 1974-1981) gives the series’ eight 
episodes an extra witty boost. The two- 
disc set includes loads of entertaining 
bonus features including audio commen­
taries, behind-the-scenes documentaries 
and interviews, pilot episode and deleted 
scenes, and a “What Does Britain Mean to 
You?” man-on-the-street style survey 
interviewing the series’ characters.
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evision BRIAN MOYLAN
Logo's new reality show ’Open Baf may not 

be all that different from what you're used 

to, but its star has some serious wattage.

The candy man can
HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED THAT, 
after a while, every night at your favorite 
gay watering hole is indistinguishable 
from all the others? Instead of a memory 
of individual occasions, thinking back on 
a night at Cobalt, Phase I or Chaos seems 
to get muddled with every other time 
you’ve entered the door.

Those interchangeable nights at the 
club are a bit like “Open Bar,” a new real­
ity show that debuts on Logo, the MTV- 
owned gay cable channel, on Monday, 
Aug. 22, at 10 p.m.

Logo is currently available on some 
cable providers in the metropolitan 
Washington area, like RCN and Adelphia, 
but not yet on Comcast. A spokesperson 
for Comcast said that while a launch date 
has not been set, the channel would be 
available in the D.C. area by the end of 
September.

The 30-minute reality show focuses on 
Tyler Robuck’s effort to open his new gay 
bar, icandy, in West Hollywood. (If you 
want to skip watching the show, check out 
www.icandylounge.com for the finished 
product.) Judging by the first episode, it’s 
a bit like NBC’s “The Restaurant,” but 
with a smaller budget and less drama.

Here, Logo is really showing its MTV 
pedigree. “Open Bar” is really indistin­
guishable from any of the other reality 
shows that are on its network. It’s fast- 
paced, heavily edited and probably has 
lots of really poppy music, though this 
wasn’t on the preview version sent to 
reviewers. So, it’s the same as “Laguna 
Beach,” the “Real World,” “Made” or any 
of those other shows that crowded out 
music videos long ago.

The only interesting facet is Robuck’s 
effort at being a gay business owner in a 
straight world. When the illustrations of 
his new design are drawn up, the bar is 
populated by male/female couples, 
which Robuck and his gay friends laugh 
about.

THE IRONY IN THIS IS THAT ROBUCK, 
34, still isn’t comfortable being gay A cap­
tain of his high school football team, col­
lege frat boy and University of Southern 

. California MBA graduate who worked for 
his family’s company, he didn’t come out 
until recently. Even then, he spent most of 
his time with his family and straight 
friends in his hometown, outside Los 
Angeles.

ft MORE INFO
’Open Baf 
Logo 
Mondays at 10 p.m.

Hot ’Open Bar' star Tyler Robuck isn't always pho­
togenic, but he’s always interesting on his new 
Logo reality show. (Photo courtesy of Logo)

He went from being totally “straight” 
to moving to WeHo and opening a gay bar. 
The only thing gayer than that is walking 
down Christopher Street singing show 
tunes in Liza Minnelli drag.

Even though, as the friend I watched the 
show with observed, he is a bit of a “meat­
head” when dealing with business matters, 
Robuck is the show’s biggest asset. As event­
ful as getting his establishment off the 
ground might be, the real dynamism comes 
from watching him try to get comfortable 
with himself as a gay man and how that 
affects his interactions with those around 
him.

Oh, and did I mention that he’s super 
hot? Well, sometimes the camera catches 
him from a weird angle and it makes this 
meathead look like he has no chin, but 
mostly he’s smokin’. In the first episode, 
he goes running — shirtless. And, boys, 
he’s single, so the line starts here.

Knowing gay men will watch anything if 
there’s a hot guy in it, the show’s success on 
Logo wouldn’t be surprising. A visit to 
“Open Bar” may be just the same as other 
reality shows on the dial, but Tyler Robuck 
may make it worth your while, for reasons 
aesthetic and otherwise.

r
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Federal health officials 
estimate that 300,000 
Americans are HIV-positive 
and don't know it.
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Author brings black lesbian voices to table 

with 'Bliss,' a novel about a Jamaican 

woman's struggle with her sense of self.

kS RYAN LEE

A 'Bliss'-ful debut
FIONA ZEDDE IS A CULINARY ARTIST 
with words, cooking up spicy, flavorful 
tales that she hopes will satisfy the 
appetite of a malnourished audience.

After giving readers appetizers of her 
writing skills in anthologies like “Best 
Lesbian Erotica 2004” and “Va-Va-Voom: 
Red Hot Lesbian Erotica,” Zedde serves up 
a full course in her debut novel, “Bliss,” 
which was released in early August.

“There are so few books out that are 
written by or about black lesbians,” says 
Zedde, a native of Jamaica who has lived 
in the United States since childhood. “It’s 
an untapped market and an underserved 
community, and I really feel it;s impor­
tant that we put out some of our experi­
ences as black lesbians.”

Published by Kensington Books, the 
novel, which is available at Lambda 
Rising bookstore in D.C., chronicles the 
self-discovery of Bliss Sinclair, a young, 
hip, professional who is enjoying her 
journey through the good life.

“She has money and a hot boyfriend, 
and all these glamorous things, but 
there’s something missing,” Zedde says. 
“It’s sort of an empty life.”

Zedde says Sinclair’s understanding of 
herself and her world are dramatically 
altered after she is seduced by a woman 
in high-heels, who brings to the surface 
all of the things Sinclair has denied her­
self before.

Following steamy episodes of carnal 
lovemaking in abandoned warehouses,, 
private fetish clubs, even her own office, 
Sinclair finds herself alone and empty, 
fleeing to her family in Jamaica in search 
of peace and understanding.

“Bliss” is a story about self-acceptance, 
living an authentic life, and the impor­
tance and endurance of family, according 
to its author, who lives in Atlanta and 
works part-time at a feminist bookstore, 
Charts Books & More.

A 1998 GRADUATE OF NEW COLLEGE 
of Florida, a liberal arts honors school, 
where she majored in British and 
American literature, Zedde says she was 
surprised to have her first novel pub­
lished so quickly

She was working on the almost 300- 
page “Bliss” for about a year when 
she signed with an \
agent, who sent

O MORE INFO Lyk \
Bliss' Rpr* \
By Fiona Zedde \ \
Kensington Books u—
297 pages, $14 
www.fionazedde.com

Fiona Zedde explores food, sex and authentic living 
in her debut novel, ’Bliss.'

excerpts to different publishing compa­
nies and secured a deal with Kensington 
Books within two months.

Despite showcasing her work in a string 
of anthologies after her first published 
piece appeared in 2003, Zedde didn’t expect 
to receive support from major publishing 
companies for her debut novel.

But the writer says she and her novel 
benefited from good timing, since the book 
came along as Kensington officials were 
specifically looking for black lesbian voices.

A COMMON THREAD THROUGHOUT 
“Bliss” is the intersection between sex 
and food, which Zedde called “a natural 
link” because of her island background.

“I love to eat and it’s something that def­
initely shows up in the novel,” Zedde says. 
“Food is sensual in general, and I wanted to 
link that to Jamaican food in particular.”

The Cajun zest won’t be the only part of 
the book that has readers fanning them­
selves and taking sips of water, says Sara 
Look, one of the co-owners at Charts 
Books & More, a 30-year-old lesbian-femi­
nist bookstore with a non-profit women’s 
programming arm in Atlanta.

“After finishing the first half of the 
book, I told [Fiona] that I didn’t know I 
was going to be reading erotica,” Look 
says, with a smile. “But I thoroughly 
enjoyed the book, and we’re very excited 
to see her get it published.”
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elife JOHNNY HOOKS

Diana's duds, bits and pieces come to town, 

Carter Oosterhouse at the Home Show and 

Jill Jordan will continue to call H-town home

Things of a princess
WELCOME BACK TO HOVO ON THE 
Go-Go kids. This week we are all over the 
map.

WE LOVE LETTERS (OR EMAIL) HERE 
at HotGG so keep them coming!

We received this note from Jackie
Evelyn Thome, Empress 21 E.R.S.I.C.S.S. 
She wants you all to know that she is hosting 
a show on Friday August 19, starting at 7 
p.m. at Keys West. The name of the show is 
“The Beach Bitch” with a theme of beach 
music and beach wear for performers. 
Beneficiaries are the Montrose Clinic 
Women’s Program and the Assistance 
Fund Insurance Program. “Their 
Majesties Happy Hour” begins at 6 p.m. 
Blackjack for charity starts about 9-ish. Keys 
West is located at 817 Dallas. 713-571-7870.

NEXT UP IS THE ANNUAL HOUSTON 
Home Show at the George R. Brown on 
Saturday, August 20. Every year the pow­
ers that be trot out one of the endless wanna­
be Ty Pennignton’s to satisfy the masses. 
However this year they have really done 
right by us. The gorgeous Carter 
Oosterhouse of “Trading Spaces” is appear­
ing for one day only! In a word, yummy!

Cosmo magazine loves him, he made 
People’s “Sexiest Man Alive” list, and 
HotGG loves him too. Oosterhouse will 
answer all your home renovation ques­
tions from 11 a.m. to Noon and again 
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. Maybe if we’re 
lucky he’ll answer the big question: box­
ers, briefs or bare? George R. Brown 
Convention Center, 1001 Avenida de las 
Americas. For tickets and information, 
call 713-529-1616 or visit www.houston- 
homeshow.com. Tickets are only $8!

AFTER ALL THE DIRTY THOUGHTS you’ll 
have after seeing Oosterhouse, it’ll be time to 
come clean. Beyond Entertainment’s 
Spoiled Boyz have prepared a big load 
of.. .urn, fun at this seriously fresh After 
Hour Party called “FAB.” The spin cycle 
begins promptly at 3:30 a.m. on August 20 
(actually Sunday Morning,) at Ultra Dance 
Club, 108 Main Street. Producer/Remix 
Artist/DJ Josh Gram will be spinning the 
beatz in the main room, while Andy 
“Champa” Moore and Brandon Silva will 
be at the helm in the Ultra Lounge. $15 
advance tickets available at M2M Fashion. 
www.spoiledboyz.net.

IF FAB IS NOT YOUR CUP OF TEA, 
maybe this is! The Gay/Lesbian History 
series at the Community Center returns on 
Sunday, August 21 with philanthropist 
John Kellett as the guest. The program is 
presented by the Gulf Coast Archive and 
Museum of Gay Lesbian, Bisexual, and

Carter Oosterhouse makes an appearance at the 
Houston Home Show.

Transgender History (GCAM) and the 
Community Center. Jimmy Carper, GCAM 
vice chair and producer/host of the weekly 
“After Hours” radio program on KPFT-FM, 
moderates. Admission is free. The Houston 
GLBT Community Center is located at 3400 
Montrose Blvd., Suite 207. The phone num­
ber is 713-524 3818 or log onto wwwhous- 
tonglbtcommunitycenter.org.

HAVEN’T BEEN TO THE CONTINENTAL 
Club at 3700 Main Street yet? Thursday 
August 25 the legendary The Knitters fea­
turing Dave Alvin, John Doe and Exene 
Cervenka (both from X), D J Bonebreak 
and Jonny Ray Bartell are performing. 
The Knitters released their first album way 
back in 1985, and have just released the fol­
low up. Even more impressive is their open­
ing act, the lesbian/drag king, folkstar 
Phranc! Showtime is at 9 p.m. Call 713-529- 
9899 for the skinny

GET YOUR TIARA POLISH OUT.
Diana: A Celebration is coming to the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science! 
See her wedding dress with 25 foot train, 
diamond tiara as well as another 150 per­
sonal possessions, and correspondence 
when this extensive collection opens in 
October. Get your tickets now! 713-639- 
4629 or www.hmnsrorg.

FINALLY, JILL JORDAN IS STAYING 
in Houston for the time being, while the 
one and only Miss Iona Monte Carlo has 
left the Montrose for greener pastures. One 
heel forward, two heels back as they say!

If you have any club announcements or 
events, email them to 

jhooks@houstonvoice.com or call 
713-529.-8490. See you on the Go-Go!

velAX’
WITH US UPPER DECK HOTEL & BAR SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

30 MINUTES FROM MEXICO

TWO HOT TUBS

NEW HEATED SWIMMING POOL

BAR AND RESTAURANT

FISHING, HORSEBACK RIDING, WIND SURFING, 
SAILING AND MUCH MORE!

1/2 BLOCK FROM THE BEACH

TRAVEL AGENT BOOKINGS WELCOME

to* “

NEXT 
outh padre islanc 

SPLASH 
OCT 6-9

956-761-5953 • GayPadre@UpperDeckHotel.com 
www.UpperDeckHotel.com

UPPER DECK HOTEL & BAR

Fort Lauderdale Real Estate

www.AndyWeiser.com

COLDUieiX 
BANKGRD

ANDY WEISER
Put Coldwell Banker’s 
Top Producer to work for You

954-560-9667

F

We're tail waggin' good...no woofin'! INSURED & BONDED

asalazarl 88@houston.rr.com
www.cubbiesbone.com

3802 LAW #1033
HOUSTON TEXAS 77005 
t 832.338.8307 
f 713.636.9473

ALEXIS SALAZAR
OWNER

professional pet sitting services
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'• 11g .? • There's a Fine Line Between Telling the Truth and Talking Trash

BUILD YOURSELF
A BRAND
NEW BODY

1501 Durham Street 
Houston, TX 77007 

713-880-9191

We’re EXPANDING our fitness facility with more 
space, services, equipment, and programs for you! 
It is your health and fitness that prompted us to 
create this new state-of-the-art fitness club now 
featuring:

• EXPANDED CARDIO-CENTER INCLUDING:
-CARDIO THEATER & TOP OF THE LINE 

CARDIO EQUIPMENT
• REMODELED/UPRGRADED

LOCKER FACILITIES
•EXCLUSIVE LIFESTYLE EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS
• And much more!
Most of all, we hope you’ll come work out with us!
Get into shape... and have fun doing it!
Join Now! Pay $0 dues till Aug. 1!
Renovation Special
Tour Club for Details!

USTONGYM

L..

-^rgsasa

ALLDAY 
EVERYDAY

ALL THE NEWS
FOR YOUR Lire 

ANO YOUR Style 
at your Speed

HEMORRHOIDS?

Why Suffer Needlessly?
Non-Surglcal “Lunch-Hour” Procedure 

Virtually Painless • Affordable 
PARK PLAZA GASTROENTEROLGY & ASSOCIATES 

Experienced Board Certified M.D.
Plaza Medical Center • Museum District

1200 Binz Street • Suite 1198 
713.522.1788 

www.FredWorthMD.com

Like a klutz
Madonna takes a fall, 
Birch gets a new gig 
and Emmy loves Ellen

Boys and girls, Dish has something to 
tell you, but you have to promise not to 
freak out. Promise?

OK. MADONNA had an accident.
Calm down, she’s fine, but she broke a 

few bones.
Her publicist announced on Tuesday 

that the star fell off a new horse while 
riding at Ashcombe House, you know, the 
fabulous English estate where she and 
the family took all those pictures in the 
current issue of Vogue.

She was celebrating her 47th 
birthday, riding with an assistant, and 
fell off the horse.

She broke her collarbone and a hand 
and cracked three ribs. Yes, it seems 
entirely likely that she will dance again, so 
don’t worry Her New York assistant says 
it’s too early to tell if the injuries will 
impact next summer’s planned tour, but 
that the accident would likely affect the 
promotional tour for Madge’s new album.

She better recover fast, because her 
new album “Confessions on a Dance­
floor” hits stores and dance floors on Nov. 
15. According to Rolling Stone magazine, 
the first single “Hung Up” has already 
had sneak previews at clubs in Europe.

STUART PRICE, better known as DJ 
Jacques Lu Cont, who played keyboards 
for Madge on her past two tours, helped 
the star fashion a sound she calls “future 
disco.” The pair worked on the songs 
together in his London apartment and he 
took some of the dub versions (just 
music, no words) out for a test drive 
during his DJ gigs.

Talking heads
Dish had the pleasure of attending gay 

cable channel Here! TV’s premiere of its 
new original show “Birch & Co.” hosted 
by former Human Rights Campaign 
executive director ELIZABETH BIRCH. 
While those at the soiree saw a clip show 
of the first three episodes edited together, 
those at home will get to watch Birch 
interview one guest about gay issues for 
an hour straight — so to speak.

The first episode, in which Birch 
interviews ROSIE O’DONNELL, is 
currently available on the channel. To find 
out if and how Here! TV is available in 
your area, visit www.heretvcom. The other 
two episodes that debut later this month 
feature conservative PAT BUCHANAN 
and U.S. Rep. JOHN LEWIS (D-Ga.).

Other high-wattage guests planning to 
tape interviews with Birch include 
MELISSA ETHERIDGE, Democratic 
Party chair HOWARD DEAN, Sen. 
EDWARD KENNEDY (D-Mass.), former 
Vice President AL GORE and “Will & 
Grace” creator MAX MUTCHNICK.

Yes, sweetie, Madonna took a little tumble, but she's 
going to be fine. (Photo by Richard Lewis/AP)

Also tapped for gay news is hunky gay 
former CNN correspondent JASON

Jason Bellini

BELLINI who will 
be hosting the daily 
“CBS News On 
Logo” spots on the 
MTV-owned gay 
cable channel Logo. 
Both MTV and CBS 
are owned by 
Viacom, which is 
how the two 
networks got 
hitched.

Starting earlier this week, Bellini 
began hosting the three- to five-minute 
spots that air throughout the day on the 
network.

Hostess with mostest
Speaking of hosts, lesbian talk show 

host and Daytime Emmy winner ELLEN 
DEGENERES got the good news that she 
will be returning as host of the 
Primetime Emmy 
Awards ceremony, 
which will be 
broadcast this year 
on Sunday, Sept. 18, 
on CBS, according to 
the Associated Press.

“You know me, 
any excuse to put on 
a dress,” she joked in 
a release announcing 
her new gig.

DeGeneres was widely praised for 
hosting the twice-delayed awards show in 
2001, which was put off due to the Sept. 
11 attacks and the war in Afghanistan. 
She was also part of a group of nine co­
hosts in 2003.

Ellen DeGeneres

I Send comments, suggestions to '
I VsJ Dish@houstonvoice.com
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MCC founder Troy Perry
resigns church post

PERRY, continued from Page 12

gations. But the first woman in a clerical 
collar I saw was myself in a mirror.”

Rev. Venson Phillip Mathews, associate 
pastor of D.C.’s MCC church, says that 
MCC’s nomination of a female leader 
illustrates the denomination’s commit­
ment to equality

“It’s just a natural step for her to move 
in this position,” Matthews said. “She’s 
very capable, a scholar.”

Wilson says that one of the first meet­
ings of church elders she attended was in 
Los Angeles, but Perry did not attend 
because he was fasting on the steps of the 
L.A. courthouse in protest of the Briggs 
Initiative, which would have barred gays 
from working as teachers in public schools.

“When he believes something, it’s 100 
percent,” Wilson says.

PERRY PREACHED HIS FINAL SERMON 
as moderator in July, during which he 
spoke of the first members of MCC as a 
“peculiar people,” a term Perry says 
reflects outsiders’ views of MCC congre­
gants because they are a “people God 
called but the world doesn’t understand.”

Perry was raised in the Pentecostal 
faith and knew he wanted to be a minis­
ter at 13.

Two years later, he was ordained in 
the Southern Baptist church. He married 
his Pentecostal minister’s daughter when 
he was 18, partially to advance his min­
istry career, he says.

“To be ordained in the Pentecostal 
church at that time, you had to be mar­
ried,” Perry says. But Perry had known 
for a long time that he was gay, some­
thing he tried to hide because he’d also 
been taught that homosexuality was 
wrong. After five years of marriage, 
Perry and his wife divorced and Perry 
was later drafted to serve in the Vietnam 
War.

Perry says that serving in the war 
changed him. He recalled that friends 
joked that when Perry left home he was 
“mild-mannered Clark Kent,” but after 
Vietnam, “he was Superman.”

“There was just a difference,” Perry 
says. “I stood up for myself.” His return 
home began what Perry calls “six of the 
best and worst months of my life.”

Perry began his first relationship with 
a man, a relationship of unbalanced 
affection, which ultimately ended in 
Perry getting dumped.

“We broke up, I climbed into a bathtub 
and cut my wrists,” Perry says simply. 
“While I was in the hospital, I believed up 
to that point that God hated me. My 
church had told me that God couldn t love 
me — that was just impossible.”

His hospital stay forced Perry to 
reconsider his choices. For the first time 
in years, Perry began to pray.

“God I want to ask forgiveness,” he said.

■ ' , 'w

After that, he says, “I felt a joy I hadn’t 
felt in years.” But Perry still believed he was 
undeserving of a relationship with God.

“I was on my bed, and I said, ‘Wait a 
minute, God, this can’t be you.’ Immediately 
I heard, ‘Troy don’t tell me what I can and 
can’t do. I love you. You’re my son. I don’t 
have stepsons and daughters.’”

Perry flung himself back into 
Christianity, but his membership at tradi­
tional Christian services quickly came 
under scrutiny.

“I never lasted more than three 
weeks,” Perry says. Members would find 
out he was gay and snub him.

Finally, Perry decided to start his own 
church. “If God loves me, God has to love 
other gay people, too,” Perry says.

Perry has based his ministry and civil 
rights activism on that notion.

OVER THE YEARS, THE CHURCH HAS 
endured 29 cases of arson, countless 
pieces of hate mail and the loss of an 
estimated 6,000 members to AIDS.

AIDS is something Perry, like many 
members of his congregation, knows 
intimately Phillip Ray De Blieck, his 
partner of 20 years, has lived with HIV 
for the last 18. Perry is HIV-negative.

“AIDS has lived in our home every 
day” Perry says.

Perry and De Blieck were married in 
Canada on June 13,2003.

“There’s just something about being 
married,” Perry says. “I know it’s crazy. I 
didn’t think our relationship could be 
any stronger, but marriage made us 
stronger.

“I am now married,” Perry says with 
emphasis. “No matter what the state of 
California says, we’re married. And 
we’re going to fight it all the way to the 
Supreme Court and I think we will win.”
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CLASSIFIEDS Visit houstonvoice.com to place your ad. Up to 25 words only $12.50 per week. 50</ each 
additional word. Fax toll-free 1.888.409.6768, or call toll-free 1.877.863.1885. Deadline for 
online ads: Sam Wednesday. For other submission's: 5:30pm Tuesday.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Is your home special? Tell 
our readers about it. Guarantee they will see it with our new fea­
tures. Bold or box your ad for added attraction. Contact our cus-

< tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

SALE / HOUSTON
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS!
Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

LOCATION LOCATION! $289,950. Free standing home 
in Shady Acres with full size lot. Cocktail pool, two story, 
hardwoods, detached garage, covered porches. Must see! 
(713) 724-4306.

if:

PICTURESQUE WESTBURY GARDENS Upgraded 1/1 
ground floor Condo in the "Chateau". (750sq. ft) European 
ambiance near Loop 610. Ceramic tile floors, nice appliances, 
large kitchen w/ pantry & window. Walk-in closet. Parking be­
hind apt. Only $45,000. (713) 729-9316. On-site agent. Spa­
cious Condo TH (1,230 sq ft) with lots of decorator upgrades 
throughout. Great appliance, Ceramic tile throughout down­
stairs; new carpet upstairs. In charming quiet, European- 
styled courtyard. Formal dining room facing patio. A garden­
er's Heaven! Parking behind unit. See & appreciate! $79,900. 
(713) 729-9316. Agent. Other units avail for sale from 
$37,500 to $68,000. For rent: $485-$650.00.

SALE / ELSEWHERE
GAY RETIREMENT PATIO HOMES! A desirable Austin, Tex 
as community that offers a lifestyle of independence. Enjoy a 
Gated Area that offers 2 BR, 2 BA w/many Upgraded Amen­
ities. Starting Price of $375,000. Floor plans ranging from 
1,800 sq ft to 2,200 sq ft. 1st Come, 1st Basis. 200 Total Units. 
For information & reservation number, send email to: 
Altaustinbuild@yahoo.com

RENT/
MONTROSE BUNGALOW!
104 STRATFORD.
UPDATED 2/2 with hardwood floors, central A/C, W/D 
connections, ceiling fans.
$1,400 Month. Year Lease.
713-240-2545 Broker/Owner
www.khall.netwww.khall.net

MONTROSE BUNGALOW! 104 Stratford for lease. Up­
dated 2 BR, 2 BA, avail immed. Hdwd firs, CAC, WD conn, 
ceil fans. $550/mo w/1 yr. lease. (713) 240-2545. Broker/ 
owner, www.khall.net

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Bold or box your 
ad for added attraction.

OAK FOREST Very nice 3 BR, 2 BA, 2-car gar. Spacious 
floor plan, hdwd firs, all appliances,CAC & heat, ceiling 
fans, fenced back yard. Nice quiet area. $1095/mo + dep. 
(713) 269-1222.

RENT IT FAST with our new features. Draw attention to 
your ad by using our bold or box feature. Contact our cus­
tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

SHARE / HOUSTON
DOWNTOWN/MIDTOWN VILLAGE GWM seeking GM 
for roommate to share my new 2 bedroom home 
with 2 baths. Must be professional, non-smoker, no 
drugs. 30-40 year old. Share electric, cable, water 
expenses. Must have references. $550.00 per month 
713-236-0677

DOWNTOWN/MIDTOWN VILLAGE GWM seeking GM 
for roommate to share my new 2 bedroom home 
with 2 baths. Must be professional, non-smoker, no 
drugs. 30-40 year old. Share electric, cable, water 
expenses. Must have references. $550.00 per month 
713-236-0677

ANNOUNCE YOUR UNION The Houston Voice is proud to 
announce the addition of a "Commitment Ceremonies" cate­
gory to our Classified listings. When making arrangements for 
your Union, don't forget to include the most important aspect 
of all...announcing the date. Publishing your union is easy & 
simple. Call (877) 863-1885 ext 223 to put the finishing touch­
es on your ceremony.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LEGAL SAME-SEX MARRIAGE IN CANADA! Want 
to know how to marry in Toronto? Email me and 
I will provide free information on how my hus­
band and I did it! Scott Groves- Window Media 
sgroves@davidatlanta.com THIS AD IS PROVIDED 
AS A PUBLIC SERVICE OF WINDOW-MEDIA LLC.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITES
EVERYONE WILL LOVE
DAY one you feel it,Day two you crave it,Day three you tell 
your friends.Free Dealer sign-up 
www.m2cglobal.com/natewww.m2cglobal.com/nate

UPSCALE GIR STORE! Downtown tunnel location; 
Mon-Fri 9-5; Six years current ownership; Great location 
next to Starbucks!! By Owner. $145,000. (713) 857- 
2720 .www. bayoucityg ifts.com

Alignments 
Brakes

2314 Washington 
713-8804747

EMPLOYMENT
EDITOR

The Houston Voice, the LGBT newspaper for the country's 
fourth largest city, is seeking an aggressive, skilled editor. 
Applicants should have five years of journalism experience 
including editing, headline writing, news and feature re­
porting, familiarity with gay/lesbian issues, and be com­
fortable with deadlines. The position includes both editing 
and reporting and has competitive salary and benefits. The 
Voice is a Window Media newspaper and an equal oppor­
tunity employer. Send resumes, clips and references to 
editor@window-media.com. No phone calls please.

MONTROSE AREA!
Seeking barber/stylist to do great hair at a great place. New 
graduates OK! Get ready for the fall and holidays. (713) 
522-2263

TEXAS SHIRT COMPANY
NOW hiring at our Heights Location. Come work in a fun gay 
owned/operated environment that is a non-retail setting. 
Found out more at 
http://www.txshirts.com/employment.asp

VOLUNTEERS
AIDS BOARD MEMBER Opportunity
AIDS Housing Coalition Houston (est. 1994) will be electing 
new board members this Summer. Needed civic minded cit­
izens HIV infected & healthy friends affected by HIV/AIDS, to 
serve a 2 year term on the board of directors. Experience 
helpful, but not mandatory. Diversity of opinions and life­
styles welcome. Housing program & gift shop now open. 
(713)906-4119.

GRUUPS
ON THE NORTH Side? Feeling OUTSIDE OF THE 
LOOP?! Join The North Houston GLBT Social 
Group at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
NhouGLBTsocialgroup Meet other GLBT folk in 
your part of town! Sign up today!

N.U.T.S. Never Underestimate The Spirit!
New Age Spirituality for Gay Men and their Friends. Summit 
House, Houston.www.sumhou.com (pronounced "somehow")

TRAVEL / INTERNATIONAL
BUENOS AIRES ARGENTINA! Beautiful studio apts for 
long/short term. All amenities. Walk to shopping/dining. 
FABULOUS NIGHTLIFE! Complimentary chauffeur driven 
limo from airport. Join 1000's of GLBT's each yr for an un­
forgettable vacation in Buenos Aires! Visit 
www.buenosairesstudios.com.

TRAVEL / U.S.A.
NEW ORLEANS FRENCH QUARTER
A Delightful guesthouse in the French Qtr. with fully fur­
nished condos, pool, kitchen/bath and 15 gay bars nearby. 
www.Roberhouse.com stay® roberhouse.com

NEARBY GETAWAYS
CIRCLE J RANCH & CATTLE CO. A NEW gay campground in 
Texas! Working ranch! RV & tent camping, pool, horseback rid­
ing, hiking, swimming, boating. Clothing opt! (903)479- 
4189.www.circlejranchandcattlecompany.com

BUY / SELL
VINTAGE CLASSIC COMIC COLLECTION 

FOR SALE
Dated from the 1930's through the 1940's. Most in very 
good shape with low HRN numbers. Contact Rob: (954) 
873-4104 or 0beron02@comcast.net for more information.

VEHICLES

1999 PONTIAC SUNFIRE!
GOOD condition! Emerald Green, Blk/Grey interior, 2DR,
3.3 Engine, Sunroof, CD Player, New Tires.
COLD air! Very NEAT!
$2,500! Will consider a trade for right auto.
Danny:713-523-1304

FINANCIAL SERVICES
AFFORDABLE INSURANCE PAYS cash monthly if 
you're sick or hurt. Also Life, Annuities, IRA's. Call RFG Ins. 
Planners for a personal agent/quote. 281-948-9266.

OUR YEARLY CRUISE EVENT • FEB 4-1 5, 2006
GAY CRUISE FOR OLOEK
1V1EN ILIK A I >rvi I KILK’S

Toll Free: 877-639-8055 Direct: 954-735-8108

www.GAY-CRUISING-WHH-M1M.COM

From $1045 pp*
11 nt cruise to Panama Canal 

with a great group of guys for
11 days of fun & friendship. Departs 
Fort Lauderdale 2/4 visiting Jamaica, 

Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica and 
Mexico and 4 great days at sea.

* Per person dhle oec. Taxes extra

mi
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LEGAL SERVICES

IDENTITY THEFT IS real and you could be at risk. Inde­
pendent Associates of Pre-Paid Legal Services*, Inc. want to 
educate you on this, the nation's fastest growing crime. For 
more information contact Randol Lindsay at 713-729-3628 
or www.prepaidlegal.com/info/rclindsay

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Beautiful Home 
Home Repair & Remodeling 

Cabinets & FnrnitMre
Workmanship & Quality 

GUARANTEED
Decades of Experience. Kitchem a specialty. Insured J

Office: 713^8804686 Cell: 713-2913395 
CaOJohnl

BBS frWto- Gtww Hau&an

CLEANING SERVICES

Mustang
’AtUrttim to DetM'

WAY

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO

davidlewis
IMAGES

713-240-5508

davidlewisimages.com

MASSAGE
THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE
Tall, masculine, muscular, state licensed, AMTA certified, 
11 years exp.
Incredible, full body total release!
$75.
Inner Loop/SW
Mike, (713) 963-9603

' 8 -.a 713-52-METRO
526-3876

'^*3^ 9-9 Sun Noon-9
2606 Grant Street Houston Texas 77006

WWW.METROSPA4MEN.COM

3 YEARS IN A ROW

J

Tom Zeppelin RMT
713.^2.0426

MONTROSE SfUDIO
TRAINED IN A

VARIETY OF TECHNIQUES!

4 . CHADRMTQI
* . & 1

# therapudic • weduh • ipotts 
• deep tunic • myetha apy

• relaxation therapy

Steam Room!!! 
Montrose Studio 

y^s2^00 
{^wjaiont'mt.com

MASSAGE BY BILL!
ALL knotted up? 
Let me help! 
Incalls/Outcalls
Sam - 10pm 
7days week 
Excellent rates.
Bill-(281)530-4751

DOWNTOWN-MIDTOWN MASSAGE !
Why not treat yourself? Relax, Renew and Get back to 
YOU!!
Incalls and Outcalls. Great hands!
Flexible hours.
(281)216-7849

ai___

MASSAGE
Full Body Relaxation 

manmassage.net

713.942.2399
ROLAND
• Montrose location
• 7 days/evenings
• VISA/MasterCard
• Outcalls welome

81.658.1199

TOUGH/RELAXATION 
OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE
832 978-7017

CENTRALLY LOCATED
7 DAYS/EVENINGS

OUTCALLS WELCOME

SWEDISH MASSAGE BY PATRICK Relaxation, Myo- 
therapy, deep tissue. (RMT #024589) (713) 739-0087 or 
(713) 501-9852.

SENSUAL MASSAGE.
IN/OUT Calls welcome.
Studio centrally located in Memorial. 
200lbs, 6' Muscular Italian Man. , 
You won't be disappointed.
Rocky (832)563-3962
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SENSUAL EXOTIC SWWISH MASSAGE
Young Matte.

man hour! • Mtwte l'Heraitj,
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CALL MAZ 713-480-2004 Therapeutic Massage
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out of town 
July 27 -Septi “7
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MONTROSE STUDIO 
TRAINED IN A 

VARIETY OF TECHNIQUES!

ChadRMT.CI

STAND OUT FROM THE
CROWD Bold or box your | 
ad for added attraction.
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HEALTH / FITNESS
PENIS ENLARGEMENT
VIAGR a, Cialis & Testosterone
FDA Approved Pumps
Gain 1-3" Permanently
Free Picture Brochures
Dr. Joel Kaplan
619-294-7777
www.getbiggertoday.com

MORE ZIP IN YOUR ZIPPER, MORE LEAD IN PENCIL, 
All natural Prelox Blue Male Sexual Performance enhancer. 
All natural, made from herbs.
www.FreeSamplesByMichael.us
or www.Fit4LifeHotline.info

BODY / SOUL
MANSCAPING MEN'S WAXING & clipping. Private location 
in Montrose. Call Dale (713) 529-5952 for appt.

DEADLINES 
8am Wednesday 

for online 
submissions only. 
530pm Tuesday 

for all other 
submissions.

lADULTCLASSinEDS
WEBSITES

FIRE YOUR BOSS! Work from home or from the beach.
Make $500 and up per Month.
www.MoneyMakeratHome.com or Call: 954-893-9312

and call toll free

STRAIGHT MEN

4 2 5 2 9 9
CHAT WITH HOT LOCAL GAY MEN F(» SEX RIG

GALAXYMAL
LIVE SEX CAMS - HUNG STRAIGHT & GAY ME 
7 day trial only $1.95 with Promo Code: TX2C/

18+ only!

U xswi lA/uWdl'etJx?^ wu<x>

OR MR.RIGHT NOW?u
B®Y*S’GT©YG(2«W 

your Instant g<ay connection 
JOIN FREE!

I .888-726-9746 (only .9»cente/mln

caM now 1 -888-7-BOYSGO

BODYWORK
BLADE IS BACK!
With lots of new knowledge!! 
Bodywork and/or Leather. 
Daddy Blade and/or Maverick 
www.DaddyBlade.com or 713-864-2233

TEXAS HOSPITALITY!

Full Body Massage 
And Body Worship

Friendly 6,235lb 
Blue-eyed Cowboy

Stripping Available! 
sHotteiBodies.com 
h 281-687-3735

HEY BABY BOOMERS!!! 
have your body worshiped 
BY A PHYSICALLY FIT GOOD LOOKING 
M30ish" GUY WITH HEALING HANDS & MORE 

MONTROSE AREA ♦ IN/OUT CALLS 

have yourself an incredible, relaxing hour 
713*522*2414

Nude Massage by Professional 
Experience Mature Therapist 
Handsome, Muscular, Masculine. 
Very Well Hung, Thick Cut. 
Swedish, Reflexology & Hot Stone 
Strong Healing Hands

RMT #032664
Patrick 713-447-2151

PISCREET
|ly rubspressure bo

NDSOME 
2' 205lbs. 
UJEDDF

Nude Rubdowns
DEEP TISSUE
SPORTS
SENSUAL
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS TR®R 
Discrete I Safe I Fulfilling 9 
JEFF
IN MONTROSE
713 208 8894

HELIX STUDIOS.NET (www.spankthis.com & 
www.8teenboy.com) with real bad boy discipline & hot Twink sex. 

Online view/ purchase. Also looking for new models (866) 319-4431

HELIX STUDIOS.NET (www.hotstuds.com) Original Bare Back 
videos. Studs, Twinks, & Boys doing it raw. Online view/purchase. 

Also, looking for new models. (866) 319-4431

BODY MAGIC-BODY RUBS! Montrose studio. In/ 
Out. Discreet, private & masculine. (713) 529-8787.

ADULTS ONLY
WWW.SPANKTHIS.COM BAD BOYS being spanked, real 
discipline for young punks. New Movie each month. Instant 
access or purchase.

WWW.HOTSTUDS.COM New hot original BareBack vid­
eos. Hot Studs, Sexy Twinks & Latin Boys doing it all raw. 
View online or purchase discreetly.

THE TIME IS RIGHT...
ADVERTISE NOW!!

✓

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS!
Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.
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bitch session

So it's "be who 
you are" unless 
you're a fat guy 
in a Speedo? 
Nice community.

WHEN I SEE GAY COUPLES WHO LOOK 
exactly like each other, I understand the 
rap on homosexuality being a form of 
narcissism. Do you enjoy having sex with 
yourself that much?

homophobic or with women.

DO YOU HAVE DRAG QUEENS AT GAY 
functions because one of them called you 
out on something that is most likely true 
about yourself?

YOUR “THANKS FOR YOUR BITCH!” 
Web submission confirmation page is too 
cheery. You should change it to say, 
“Because you’re stupid and no one cares!”

TO THE COMPLAINT ABOUT FLIP FLOPS: 
I forgot how totally butch it is to stand 
around in 90 degree heat in long jeans 
and boots whining about how hot they 
are. Get real!

THERE’S ALL THIS PRESSURE TO BE 
normal, even from the gay community. 
Well, I’m not.

I AM SO SICK OF SEEING ALL THOSE 
damn magnetic ribbons. I “support our 
troops” and “breast cancer awareness,” but 
it blows my mind how people have to run 
out and jump on mindless bandwagons.

THERE’S NO BIGGER BUZZ KILL THAN 
a masculine guy whose voice lilts three 
octaves higher under the sheets.

VERY LAME FOR SENDING YOUR SLUT 
friends to come to my place of work and 
call me a “ho.” You’re the one who want­
ed it, heifer!

TO THE DORK WHO PLAYS DUNGEONS 
& Dragons with straight men: be serious. 
The complete lack of decent gamer guys 
pushed me into dykedom. Don’t be a 
gamer; be gay, dammit!

I WAS OUT AT A T-DANCE AND SAW 
someone in low-rider jeans that covered 
only half of his ass. Is this the new 
accepted fashion? We 28-inch waist 
queens are having a hard time shopping 
and still paying next month’s rent.

TO THE SKANK GOING AROUND 
putting his hands down people’s pants: 
Grow up and learn what sex is really about!

I DON’T UNDERSTAND GAY MALE 
couples who’ve been together for years 
and still keep all their money separate. 
Are they commitment-phobic or is the 
wealthier one just plain stingy?

WHY DO NON-WHITE GUYS REFUSE 
to post their race in their online profiles?

IF YOU’RE NATURALLY SKINNY, YOU’RE 
not supposed to be bitter that muscular 
guys don’t find your body type attractive, 
and you’re not allowed to take steroids to 
level the playing field.

I LOVE IT WHEN A “HOT” GUY 
returns my smile with a look of 
aggrieved disappointment, like he obvi­
ously deserves Superman, and I m per­
sonally depriving him of it.

WHAT HAPPENED TO BOOKSTORES AS 
a meeting place for hot gay men? These 
days all the hot men in bookstores are 

I’M TIRED OF LISTENING TO TWINKS 
bitch about me not taking them seriously 
when they (a) don’t have a job, and (b) 
their only asset is their ass.

I’M A TEEN LESBIAN, AND MY BEST 
friend is gayer than I am. I sleep over at 
her house so often her parents call me her 
other daughter. So why haven’t we kissed 
yet?

THE GAY WORLD ISN’T SHALLOW 
unless you hang with shallow people. My 
gay friends are the salt of the earth, never 
take drugs, and do not obsess over looks.

STRAIGHT GIRLS CAN WEAR RAINBOWS, 
but you have to be ready for girls to think 
you’re gay. More importantly, ask yourself 
why it bothers you that people think you 
are gay.

FRANKLY, I’D RATHER SMELL A BIT 
of male sweat than some foofy perfume. 
Man smell is hot!

SEEING OTHERS IN BAD 
relationships has only made me happy 
not to be in a relationship. I may write a 
book on how to end relationships and 
call it “Heave Ho!”

TO THE GUY COMPLAINING ABOUT 
modesty at the gym: Being discreetly 
nude has nothing to do with a lack of 
“gay pride.” It has everything to do with 
not wanting to be ogled and propositioned 
by every voyeur in town.

YOU NEVER HEARD FROM HIM AGAIN 
because your date was five hours long!

Editors' note: These are real bitches, sent in by real readers, 
about gay life's little annoyances, and the big ones, too. 
Got a bitch?
Call 1-800-858-8088
or e-mail: bitch@expressgaynews.com
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Business Headshots 
Cmine Photos

'Coupies
Gift Certificates

cell (.415) 370-7152
stevenunderhtll.com
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it's rich's birthday

I

Tickeb available online at 
richs-houston.com or at M2M fashion 
3400 Montrose

Ticket holders enjoy a weekend pass 
tor the concert on Saturday and free 
admission to the Sunday Pool Party 
+ T-Dance at 5 featuring DJ Mark D 
< \M Radio) Saturday, 21+ - DJ 
Michael Kessler Sunday, 18+

I INI POI IS Ol’IN AIK II IS I 19
www.houstonvoice.com

THERE’S
STRENGTH

F=F=?IOFS1'^
ANTHEM with DJ Michael Kessler from Aq ua fest Crulst

isident DJ Mark D from XM Satellited

z^iBest of

UayHou

ess

with \ AL S11 \ diva vocalist on many mega-dance 
hits including "YOU’RE THE WORST THING TOR ME" 
"RHYT1 IM IS A DANCER” and

reclaim your nightlife
Aiwavs proudly serving the GLBT community of I louston 

241H SAN JACIN EO • HOUSTON I EXAS • 713.759.%10 
www.richshouston.com 

TMLJFTSaFRM
PARTY CENTRAL with DJ Real from Party 104. 

Providing an explosive mix of HIP- HOP & HOUS 
Drink Specials! Dres code strictly enforced. Admission not guarpteM 

' 18+

Rid!
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