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Clinical trials and tribulations
■ &

Journalists Deb Price and Joyce 
Murdoch, over the past three years, 
have become one of mainstream 
America's best known lesbian couples... 
Story, Page 13

By SHERI COHEN DARBONNE

Houston Voice Editor
Last December, the Montrose Clinic 
moved into a sparkling new, 13,500 
square-fool facility at 215 Westheimer 
and started its much heralded, long 
awaited new lease on life

Six months later, an internal storm that 
has been quietly brewing for over a yeai 
threatens to break with potentially dev­
astating force over one of (he oldest and 
most respected service providers with 
roots in Houston's gay and lesbian com­
munity.

A( the core of the turmoil appears to be a 
fierce administrative battle over the 
future direction and soul of the 15-year 
old clinic, which has a long and rich his­
tory as a part of the community—and 
which has changed tremendously and

steadily since its founding, with the 
assistance of the city and state health 
departments, in 1978 as a Sexually 
Transmitted Disease (STD) clinic tar­
geting gay men.

In recent months and perhaps espe­
cially since the agency's move into the 
new building, current officials and the 
Clinic board, led by chair and chief exec­
utive officer John Nix. have hinged (heir 
view of the Montrose Clinic's future and 
directed the keenest public relations 
and development efforts to the Houston 
Clinical Research Network, the 
clinic's research wing which conducts 
clinical trials of AIDS drugs. The shift, 
while welcomed by local research advo­
cates and the American Foundation for 
AIDS Research, was resisted fiercely by a 
core of long-time workers who viewed the 
changes'as an attempt to steer the Clinic 
away from its historic role as a commu­
nity service prov id er.. .and into more 
potentially profitable relation­
ships with private physicians, private 
health care groups, and pharmaceuti­
cal companies involved in drug testing.

Critics of the change point out that the 
type of trials in which community­
based groups like HCRN are usually 
involved are drug studies for drug com­
panies — while basic, cutting edge

“research"—what the general public 
associated with the word — is gener­
ally the realm of universities and pri­
vate physicians. Advocates claim the 
organization has outgrown its origi­
nal focus, and must change to keep pace with 
changing client and community needs 
and to move forward into the future.

As the conflict has escalated, part of the 
fallout has been extensive staff sur­
gery.

At least a half dozen former manage­
ment-level staff persons, and several of 
their immediate subordinates, have 
claimed that they were terminated under 
questionable circumstances and dis­
allowed standard grievance proce­
dures since the summer of 1994. More sig­
nificantly. some in the group—which 
includes the clinic's former president, 
vice presidents of administration and 
finance, controller, directors of 
d e v e I o p m e n t and case management, 
and a registered nurse who had super­
vised clinic sessions—claim the cur­
rent administration is losing sight of 
the clinic's role as a community-based. 
non profit agency and is deliberately 
drifting away from programs and serv­
ices geared specifically to indigent 
HIV-positive clients.

(Continued on Page 3)

Judge rejects change of 
venue in Tyler hate crime 
case

Gay in the military, 1995TYLER, Texas (AP)—A judge has 
ruled that the capital murder trial of 
a defendant in a gay man's slaying 
does not have to be moved, although 
the case has drawn national media 
coverage.

Visiting District Judge Charles 
Campbell on Friday rejected a 
defense request to move the trial 
because extensive “inflamma­
tory” publicity has tainted the case 
of Henry E. Dunn Jr.

Although noting examples of 
“biased” reporting in some 
national reports, Campbell said 
local coverage—which he said was 
more pertinent to the change of 
venue issue — would not adversely 
affect Dunn’s trial.

His ruling ended a two-day hearing 
in which defense attorney Melvin 
Thompson attempted to prove poten­
tial Smith County jurors already may 
have been prejudiced by extensive 
publicity in the case. Chief felony 
prosecutor David Dobbs argued the 
change of venue is unnecessary.

Dunn, 20, is scheduled to go on trial 
in August in connection with the 
Nov. 1993 slaying of Nicolas West, 
a Tyler medical records clerk.

I'he victim was abducted from a park 
and taken to a clay pit, where he was 
forced to strip before he was shot. His 
attackers took the pickup he had been 
driving and some of his personal 
belongings.

A co-defendant in the case, Donald 
Aldrich of Tyler, was convicted last 
year and sentenced to die for the slay­
ing. His trial was held in Kerrville 
because of extensive publicity. A 
third suspect is still awaiting a trial 
date.

Campbell is a former justice on the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals.

Chris Glaser, noted gay author of 
several spiritual best-sellers, is 
scheduled to conduct several 
workshops in Houston...
Story, Page 20

A Personal Perspective
By GLEN WEBBER

• Houston Voice/Houston
He is young, handsome, gay, and in the 
military. He is stationed at Fort Hood. 
1 can’t reveal his name or his job descrip­
tion, but he is very well respected for the 
excellent job he does. In a recent inter­
view, he discussed being gay in the mil­
itary and how it affects him and his pos­
sible long term career. I'll use the ini­
tials BM to refer to him in this article.

BM joined the military to get away 
from home, a small town in the midwest. 
He was already out and his family was not 
as accepting as he would have liked. 
They were concerned mostly about 
what other people would think. The 
parents' religious upbringing also 
played a part in the lack of acceptance of 
BM's being gay.

Although he was never “out" in the 
military, early, in his career he did con­
fide to several people he was gay. When 
a dispute arose between himself and a 
superior officer, that superior 
started the paperwork to discharge 
him, B M said.

He added, “The sergeant asked if I 
wanted to stay in and I said yes. That was 
the last I heard of it. They did, however, 
transfer me to another unit for my own 
safety. There is a real cohesivness in a 
unit, and when that close bond in broken, 
for whatever reason, if can effect the 
running of the unit. I was glad to stay in 
the military, and continue my 
career."

Asked about the “Don't ask, Don't Tell 
policy," BM replied, “They don't 
want to know if you're gay. Part of the 
policy is no sexual contact. You can be 
gay, but you must be celibate.

“If you are a good worker, the mili­
tary wants to keep you. After spending 
thousands of dollars in training, they 
don’t want to let you go. I've heard of 
straight men coming out. claiming 
they are gay to be discharged from the 
military. On one occasion, here at Ft. 
Hood, a straight man wanted (to get) out 
by saying he was gay, and the sergeant 
told him he would have to prove he was 
gay. The sergeant knew someone this 
man would have to be w ith to prove it. The 
straight man declined."

BM says that if a pass is made at him in a 
business environment, he will gen­
erally ignore it. If it is on his own time, 
he may acknowledge it, depending 
where he is at the time.

(Continued on Page 5)
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MAGNIFICENT AS ALL OUTDOORS!

AT THE CYNTHIA WOODS MITCHELL PAVILION

OF THE

SYMPHONY

CALL (713)363-3300 FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION

At The Woodlands
SUMMER

The 
C\Tithia 
Woods 

Mitchell 
Pavilion

Friday, July 28 • 8:00 PM 
BERNADETTE PETERS AND THE POPS 

Four-time Tony Award-nominated actress 
Bernadette Peters counts among her Broadway 

credits On the Town, Mack & Mabel, Sunday in the 
Park with George, Song dr Dance, Into the Woods and 
The Goodbye Girl. This celebrated performer, whose 
work also ranges from films to popular recordings, 

will join forces with the Houston Symphony 
for an evening of contemporary music.

Tickets $10 • $15 • $25

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL TICKETMASTER TICKET CENTERS INCLUDING 
BLOCKBUSTER MUSIC, FOLEY’S, FIESTA, AND RANDALL’S

SPECIAL SUMMER SAVINGS!

TM

M?S S 
Saigon

Good Seats and Great Savings!
All Preview Performances July 16 and July 18

SAVE 50% ON ALL TICKETS!
When ordering, ask for “K-Type” ticket.

CALL : (713) 629-3700 (7 days a week)
Tickets also available at all Ticketmaster outlets.

(All sales are subject to convenience/handling charges.)

GROUPS (20 or more) call: 1-800-889-8457
The Houston engagement of MISS SAIGON is a subscription offering of the American Express 

Broadway Series, by special arrangement with the Society for the Performing Arts. 

Tickets subject to availability, not valid with any other offer of previously sold tickets.

If you would like an event listed in 
this section, please feel free to call 
me at 529-8490 or fax the facts to me at 
529-9531.

Friday, July 07
* Borders Book Store Gay/Desbian 

Book Club meets at the Espresso Bar 
at 9634 Westheimer. Call 7 82- 
6066.

* HIV Art classes at the Art League. 
Call 225-9411.

* Lesbian/Gay Voices on KPFT 
90.1 FM 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

* HATCH meets. Call 942-7002.
* CODA meets at MCCR at 7:00 p.m. 

Call 861-9149.
* Film at MFA “Ashes of Time” 8:00 

p.m. Call 639-7300.

Saturday, July 8
* Krewe of Olympus-Texas, Inc. 

Bastille Day Party. 8:00 p.m. 933 
Fisher. Call 729-4197.

* Houston Chain Gang Bicycle 
Club rides. Call 520-1809. * After 
Hours on KPFT 12:00 a.m. to 3:00 
a.m. 90.1 FM. Call 526-5738.

* Midnight showing of “Prisci­
lla, Queen of the Desert” at the 
River Oaks 3. Call 524-2175.

* Dignity Houston meets for lit­
urgy and social hour. Mass at 7:30 
p.m. 1307 Yale. Call 880-2872.

* TGRA Bartend on the patio at the 
Brazos River Bottom. * Houston 
Area Bears Social at the Venture-N 
8:00 p.m. Call 867-9123.

* Texas Association of Lesbian 
and Gay Elected and Appointed Offi­
cials meets at 10:00 a.m., 6671 SW 
Freeway, 3rd floor. Call 981-9595.

* Film at MFA “Before Sunrise” 
8:00 p.m. Call 639-7300.

Sunday, July 9
* Houston Area Bears General 

Meeting. Call 867-9123.
* Houston Chain Gang Bicycle 

Club meets. Call 520-1809.
* Metropolitan Community 

Church of the Resurrection wor­
ship services. 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 
a m. 1919 Decatur. Call 861-9149.

* Front Runners meet at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Tennis center in Memorial 
Park. Call 522-8021.

* Maranatha Fellowship Metro­
politan Church Services at 10:00 
a.m. New Location 3400 Montrose 
Suite 600. Call 528-6756.

* Community Gospel Church wor­
ship service at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. 501 E. 18th. Call 880-9235.

* Houston Mission Church wor­
ship service at 11:00 a.m. 1505 
Nevada. Call 529-8225.

* Kingdom Community Church 
worship service at 11:00 a.m., 
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m. Call 
862-7533.

* Dignity Houston Communion 
Service at 5:30 p.m. 1307 H Yale. 
Call 880-2872.

* Film at MFA “Before Sunrise” 
7:00 p.m. Call 639-7300.

* HATCH meets. Call 942-7002.
* Inner Loop Sunday Bowling 

League. Call 522-9612.
* “Come out of the Heat”—A fun­

draiser for the LVL PWA Holiday 
Fund and the Gay/Lesbian Switch­
board. Call 521-0911.

Monday, July 10

* AFH Creative Writing Class. 
3:00 p.m. Call 623-6796.

* Gay Fathers/Fathers First sup­
port group. 8:00 p.m. Call 861-6181.

* MCCR Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
at 7:00 p.m. 1919 Decatur. Call 
861—9149.

* Pool Tournament at the Rip­
cord. 8:00 p.m.

* Sign Language classes at the Bra­
zos River Bottom. Free. 7:00 p.m.

* TMC Lambda Network meets at 
5:00 p.m. Call 990-1980.

Tuesday, July 11
* MCCR: CODA Support group 

meets at 7:00 p.m., Empowerment 
for Living support group and pot 
luck dinner at 6:00 p.m., Gloryland 
Singers at 8:00 p.m., The Gospel 
Ensemble at 6:00 p.m. Call 861- 
9149.

* Front Runners meet at Memoria 
Park. 6:30 p.m. Call 522-8021.

* PROTECT meets at Bering 
Church. Call 520-7870.

* Helping Cross Dressers Anony­
mous meets at 1509 Fairview. 8:00 
p.m. Call 495-8009.

* Basic Elements of a Winning 
Grant Proposal—Seminar Call 
861-4338.

Wednesday, July 12
* Shiela Lennon perforins at 

Chances. 9:00 p.m. Call 523-7217.
* MCCR: BiNet Support Group 

meets at 7:00 p.m., Jubilation 
Mixed Ensemble meets at 6:30 p.m.. 
Midweek uplift service at 7:00 
p.m., Bible Study, Lecture Series 
and Choir Rehearsal 7:30 p.m. 1919 
Decatur. 861-9149.

* Houston Pride Band practices at 
Dignity Houston. Call 524-0218.

* GLOBAL meets at 4:00 p.m. Call 
743-7539.

* Theater Under the Stars 28th 
Season previews “Will Rogers 
Follies’’ 8:30 p.m. Call 520-3292.

* “A Course in Miracles” at King­
dom Community Church, 7:30 p.m. 
Call 862-7533.

Thursday, July 13
* Theater Under the Stars 28tl| 

Season previews “Will Rogers 
Follies” 8:30 p.m. Call 520-3292.

* Biggers Lecture Series: “Ori­
gins and Early Years,” 7:30 p.m. At 
MFA. Call 639-7300.

* Montrose Ice Picks skate at the 
Galleria. 8:00 P.M. Call 629-1432. 
Meet at Chili’s at 6:30 for dinner 
before the skate. RSVP 523-6381.

* Broadway Showtunes at J.R’s. 
9:00 p.m. Call 521-2519.

* Community Gospel Church wor­
ship service. 7:30 p.m. 501 E. 18th. 
Call 880-9325.

* Art Classes sponsored by AFH. 
The Art League. 1:00 P.M. Call 526—I 
1118.

* Front Runners meet at Memorial 
Park. 6:30 p.m. Call 522-8021.

* Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston 
open rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. Call 
521—7464.

* Computer Nerd Session. 7:00 
pm. 529-1223.

* En*Light*en Up meets at 7:30 p.m. 
Call 528-6174.

* Twentysomething meets at 7:30 
p m. Call 531-9396.
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Divisions, dismissals shadow changes at the Montrose Clinic
(Continued from Page 1)

As well, at least two current 
employees of the Clinic and a 
physician s assistant who 
has worked there as a volun­
teer claim that the quality of 
service has declined despite 
the move into the expensive and 
professionally equipped 
new building. They also 
describe an unsettling envi­
ronment in which questiona­
ble policies and practices— 
including sexist and racist 
attitudes—are condoned, and 
where those who question 
administrative decisions 
for any reason risk losing their 
own job or position.

Clinic officials, in turn, say 
the staff changes were forced by 
non-productive “old guard ' 
resistance to progressive 
and necessary changes at the 
agency. “I think, honestly, it 
was about being stuck in the 
past,” said current Clinic 
President Eileen Hegar. And 
it is in that past, according to 
Hegar, that the quality of care 
at the clinic raised concerns. 
“We were providing serv­
ices in a setting that was less 
than professional. It was 
absolutely necessary to 
change. ■’

The string of dismissals came 
about because of some staff 

members’ inability to be 
“team—players” and to focus 
on the clients rather than per­
sonalities, according to 
Hegar. “Whenever there is a 
change of administration, 
and a change of goals.. .there 
will be some people who will 
resist those changes.”

The Montrose Clinic’s new 
Westheimer address repre­
sented the fulfillment of a 
dream for those who had 
watched the agency grow from 
its rough beginnings and orig­
inal purposes into a broad­
based cluster of services with 
an outreach far beyond gay 
men. STDs and HIV testing, 
which came to dominate activ­
ities in the 1980’s. Programs 
that had previously been 
spread over several loca­
tions—the STD/HIV clinic, 
HCRN. a nationally acclaimed 
outreach project for the deaf 
and hearing impaired, case 
management and adminis­
trative offices, and educa­
tional projects such as Next 
Step—could now be brought 
together under one roof. But 
long before the physical move 
was made, it was clear that not all 
of these elements would be able 
to share the site. The question 
of which project would remain 
in the outlands strained the 
already deteriorating unity 

among the principals.
The central power conflict 

drew its battle line between the 
chair of the Clinic's board of 
directors, John Nix, and pres­
ident (previously execu­
tive director). Ralph Lasher.

Nix and Lasher made no secret 
of their mutually intense dis­
trust for one another, at times 
using almost identical dep­
recations to describe each 
other's management style. 
Nix, said Lasher, is a “con art­
ist” with “an agenda’’ who 
controls the clinic board 
through “manipulation and 
deception” and by not pro­
viding board members with all 
of the information. Lasher, 
according to Nix, is “con­
ducting his own agenda;” and 
it was Lasher's management, 
he contended that caused many 
of the problems faced by the 
clinic. “Ralph once said he 
believed you have to manage 
out of chaos, because that way 
people are off guard,” Nix 
claimed.

Lasher, fired as Clinic Pres­
ident in August, 1994 after six 
years at the agency, said the 
months leading up to his dis­
missal had become “a daily bat­
tle” with Nix over decision 
making for the Clinic. But Nix, 
he claimed, had already effec­

tively stripped him of his pow­
ers, by setting himself up as 
chair and chief executive 
officer in new bylaws adopted 
by the board in 1993.

According to Lasher, under 
Nix's control, the Clinic's 
resources were increasingly 
poured into HCRN. As well, he 
claimed. HCRN was adding 
staff at a time when the Clinic's 
general funding was drop­
ping. While many of the 
research staff positions are 
funded by grants from AmFAR, 
Lasher claimed that other full 
time positions were dedi­
cated to tasks that could have 
been performed by volun­
teers and that the department's 
expenses were “outra­
geous” in light of the Clinic's 
then-budget. Overall, he said, 
the Network and its extensive 
promotion became a drain on 
other services.

The research concentration 
also brought in money—from 
pharmaceutical compa­
nies financing clinical tri­
als of AIDS drugs.

But Lasher charged that indi­
viduals, not the Montrose 
Clinic, were the primary ben­
eficiaries of the arrange­
ment. The agency, had become 
“a profit making venture” 
for private physicians, phy­

sician groups and health care 
groups with close ties to HCRN 
principals and Clinic board 
members.

Lasher’s assessments were 
echoed closely by the Clinic’s 
former vice president of 
finance. Randy Weaver and 
controller, Reed Huns- 
dorfer. both fired by Hegar 
early this year, along with 
Larry Woolman. vice presi­
dent of administration 
(originally operations).

Woolman. until his firing in 
February of this year, had the 
distinction of being the Mon­
trose Clinic’s longest-term 
salaried employee. The for­
mer vice president of admin­
istration at the Clinic had been 
there “just two weeks short of 
nine years,” he says, adding 
that up to the day he was termi­
nated. he had never had any­
thing negative documented 
in his file. Like several other 
senior staff members who were 
let go in succession follow­
ing the firing of Ralph Lasher, 
Woolman claims he was fired on 
“trumped up charges.”

“The real reason is that- I let it 
be known I wouldn't put up with 
the garbage that was going on 
(at the Clinic),” he said.

(Continued on Page 15)

Outvote targets unregistered Montrose voters
Quick Notes
OutVote, the new voter regis­
tration group, continues to 
make dents in the 40% figure for 
unregistered Montrose vot­
ers, representatives 
reported this week. The group 
increased its visibility in the 
community with booths at 
recent gay and lesbian pride 

events, and registration 
efforts at several Montrose 
locations are ongoing.

Volunteers will register 
voters at these locations in
July:

*3:00-9:00 p.m., July 11 and 
14, Kroger’s on Montrose.

*9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m., July 14, 
at J.R.’s.

The group plans to step up reg­

istration activities in the 
fall before the Nov. 7 city coun­
cil elections.

OutVote meets at 7:00 p.m. the 
third Wednesday (July 19) at 
2700 Albany #304 (GLPC 
office). Its Marketing and 
Advertising committee is 
meeting almost weekly to 
design ads appearing in the 
Houston Voice and to develop a 

new media/promotional cam­
paign to make voting “cool.”

The board voted recently not to 
award the $300 prize in the 
poster contest. Although some 
of the entries were beautiful 
and clever, the board felt that 
none of the entries could moti­
vate large numbers of people to 
vote.

OutVote was organized to 

register gay men, lesbians, 
bisexuals, and transgen­
dered people, educate them 
about the importance of vot­
ing, and motivate them to vote in 
each election. The group is fil­
ing for 501 (c)(3) federal tax- 
exempt status in early July.

For more information or to 
volunteer, call 522-9837.

Q Quality of Life Alternative.

No fee. No pressure.

A/t hen faced with the financial pressures 

caused by HIV, you need all the help you 
can get. By viaticating, a percentage of 
the face value of your life insurance is 
available to you right now in cash. Quickly, 
confidently, we work face to face with you. 
We make it happen. Linked Benefits

Police

Westheimer

a>
CD 
O

"O 
k_ 
o 
"c 

CO 
•4—' 
cn

(D
O o k— 
O

c 
2 e

c o

OF HOUSTON
A Viatical Service Company

811 Westheimer Suite 208 
Houston, Tex.\s 77006 

(800) 275-3090 V (713) 528-6777



4 HOUSTON VOICE / JULY 7, 1995

KINGDOM
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
4404 Blossom at Snover (713) 862-7533

■■

■■■
■ *'

Chris Glaser, M. Div.
Author of 

Uncommon Calling, 
Come Home!, 

Coming Out to God 
and

The Word is Out

In the following series of workshops: 
Friday. July 14. 1995 7 P.M.

The Dance of Spirituality and Sexuality
How well does our spirituality and sexuality dance together? Many of us have been mistakenly taught 
that to embrace our sexuality meant rejecting our spirituality. But both sexuality and spirituality drink 
from the same well of Eros, that love that passionately draws us to another, whether that "other" is a 
lover or God. Through brief presentations, spiritual exercises, and group dialogue we'll explore the 
"dance."

Saturday, July 15, 1995 10 A.M.
Uncommon Callings

Why did God make us gay? lesbian? bisexual? transgendered? Who we are has shaped our spirituality. 
What is our unique purpose in life - our own "uncommon callings"—as individuals, as couples, as a 
community? Let's explore together what God calls us to be through short talks, spiritual exercises, and 
group conversation.

Saturday, July 15. 1995 3 P.M.
Coming Out to God

Through Moses, God told Pharaoh to "let my people go." delivering the ancient Hebrews from Egyptian 
bondage. The reason? So that they might "celebrate a festival" unto God in the wilderness. The Hebrews 
"came out" of oppression so that, in turn, God could "come out" to them on Mount Sinai. Even so, God 
meets us in the "wilderness" experience of coming out. We, too, may "celebrate a festival." dancing with 
the prophetess Miriam in the joy of our liberation. Join us as we consider our bondage, our freedom, and 
our festival in the wilderness.

Sunday. July 16. 1995 1 P.M.
Chris Glaser book sale and autograph party. Crossroads Market will be at Kingdom Community Church 
to sale the latest books by Chris Glaser. The author will be available to autograph your personal copy.

Sunday, July 16. 1995 2 P.M.
Coming Home - Reclaiming Christian Spirituality

It's time to let go of former understandings of our faith so we may look at it again as if for the first time. 
As we come home to Jesus, he embraces us with two arms: scripture and tradition. In those arms several 
millennia of spiritual experience are available to us. experience that enables our homecoming to God as 
well as guides our journeys of faith. The Bible is about people like us: moving out of oppression, looking 
for Gods commonwealth, seeking justice, and on a spiritual quest for life's meaning. Brief talks, spiritual 
exercises, and dialogue will offer new truths about Christian faith.

PLEASE CALL 713-862-7533 TO REGISTER FOR THESE FREE SEMINARS

The Lovett Inn

Jacuzzi Suites • Continental Breakfast 
Pool • Hot Tub • Color TV • Phones 

Walking Distance to Clubs and 
Excellent Restaurants 

Central Location and Close to the 
Galleria and Medical Center

(713) 522-5224
501 Lovett Blvd. • Houston, TX 77006 

800/779-5224 (Outside Houston) 
713/528-6708 FAX
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Gays under ‘Don’t Ask, Don 7 
Tell an update from the inside
(Continued from Page 1)

“Being in the military is an environ­
ment synonymous with being in 
prison,” he said. “There is only man to 
man contact. Many heterosexual 
men will engage in homosexual acts 
without acknowledging they are 
homosexuals. Many are married and 
do live off base.”

Gay sex, BM said, in fact was once “so 
rampant on base that cameras were 
installed in some of the restrooms. 
Most of those arrested were married. 
Some were officers. Many were disci­
plined. Several men were discharged 
and a busted to a lower rank and fined a 
portion of their pay. Things have 
calmed down a lot now. Military laws 
states that only acts of sodomy can 
result in explosion. If that law were 
really enforced, half the military 
would be kicked out.”

BM added, “Right now ‘Don’t Ask, 
pon’t Tell’ is not official policy. The 
disposition of many cases will deter­
mine the final policy outcome. But the 
bottom line is the military wants to 
keep its trained personnel in the serv­
ice.”

This more optimistic outlook seems 
to apply to both gay men and lesbians, 
according to BM. “There are several 
women (on base) I believe are lesbian. 
They are very respected for the jobs they 
do and the seriousness for which they 
take their jobs. I’m sure most of their co­
workers know they are lesbians, but 
don’t feel threatened in the least. Some 
of them are a little uncomfortable off 
base, but they have had no problems that 
I know of. The Army is glad to have such

smart women on the job and their superi­
ors do go out of their way to protect these 
women. If they have any harrasment 
problems, they can get them resolved 
quickly. I don’t know if it is like that on 
other bases, but here, we all have jobs to 
do, and must do them with a minimum of 
distraction.”

BM has had two relationships since 
joining the military. The first one was 
with someone who worked on base. All 
meetings were done off base and on both 
men’s off-time. Although the relation­
ship was very discreet, BM was con­
cerned someone might find out. After 
his first scare of being threatened with 
discharge, BM didn’t want to take any 
chances. He explained, “The rela­
tionship was getting very serious and 
we were spending a lot of time together. 
While none of my on base friends said 
anything, I was becoming concerned 
that people were noticing. The situa­
tion ended when he received his trans­
fer papers. He asked me to go with him but I 
said no. I explained I couldn’t leave the 
job I had, as it was a specialty job I was 
highly trained for. He understood, and 
now he is happy in a new relationship.”

So is BM, who travels to a large Texas 
city to visit his new boyfriend. They 
also meet in the Hill Country to go camp­
ing. This gives BM a great deal of pri­
vacy and a sense of security in making 
this relationship work. He adds, 
“This new relationship is great. The 
quality time we spend while together 
makes a big difference. I’m grateful to 
be involved with someone who under­
stands and respects my position in the 
military.”

Community Orsanizations
Bulletin Board

LiB presents ‘Art Of Vis­
ibility ’
Lesbians in Business presents 
‘The Art of Visibility” with guest 

speaker Nancy Ford, popular local 
lesbian entertainer and writer, at 
its next meeting on July 21 at Innova, 
20 Greenway Plaza. Networking 
starts at 6:00 p.m.; the meeting 
begins at 6:30 p.m.
| Ford is scheduled to talk about the 
importance of visibility and how it 
effects lesbian lives in the work 
place. As one of the founders of Out­
smart magazine, she will also dis­
cuss the inspiration leading to the 
startup of the magazine. A recipi­
ent of the Pride Award (Female Enter­
tainer of the Year) for promoting 
pride in Houston's gay and lesbian 
community, Nancy Ford has per­
formed original comedy and music 
since 1986 and is known as a master at 
commenting on lesbian and gay 
issues while keeping audiences 
laughing. In 1994, she was voted “ 
Best Comic” by Houston Press Read­
ers’ Poll. She is often featured as a 
guest host on KPFT-FM radio’s Les­
bian & Gay Voices.

For more information, call the LiB 
Line at 529-0077.

Wellness Workshops
The POSITIVE CHOICES Wellness 
Program will feature a week full of 
free seminars that encourage plan­
ning and empowerment to fight HIV/ 
AIDS. Beginning on Tuesday, July 
11, the program will focus on the 
important legal issues and crises 
that may face people living with

HIV/AIDS. The “Legal Planning 
Workshop’’ features a distin­
guished panel of legal specialists 
from many fields to guide partici­
pants through potentially critical 
areas.

Then on Wednesday, July 12, Bart 
Loeser, coordinator of the pro­
gram, will teach a class on building 
the immune system without drugs: 
“Finding Happiness Though- 
Wellness.” And on Thursday, July 
13, the program will present a panel 
of various experts to discuss “HIV 
Alternative and Supplemental 
Treatments,” including the issues 
of vitamins, herbal medicines, 
acupuncture, and other alterative 
methods for keeping healthy and 
buiIding the immune system. All of 
these free workshops will be located 
at the Metropolitan Multiservice 
Center, 1475 W. Gray from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m.

Free door prizes will be distributed 
to encourage participation and 
pre — registration for these classes 
is encouraged, but not required. For 
more information about these or 
other wellness programs call Scott 
Clark at Body Positi ve/Houston, 
(713) 524-2374.

And finally, there is still some avail­
ability for a 2-evening course in 
“Self-Hypnosis,” scheduled to 
begin on Thursday, July 13. The mini­
course is taught by renowned hypno­
therapist T.C.LeNormand. Regis­
tration is required for this free 
course in which participant learn 
techniques for stress reduction, 
behavior modification, and gen­
eral relaxation. Call T.C. at (713) 
789-0713 to register.
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SUNDAY CONTEST 10PM SHARP 
WEDNESDAY CONTEST 11PM SHARP

MONDAY 
AND 

TUESDAY 
HONKY-TONK
OPEN POOL • OPEN JUKE

$1.00
Miller Lite 
Longnecks

ALL DAY/ALL NIGHT

HOUSTON’S HOTTEST

MALE 
DANCERS 
TH 9PM • FR 6PM 

SA 10PM • SU 6PM

UNTIL 10PM
WELL LIQUOR 
DOUBLES IN A BIG
TALL GLASS
ONLY $4.00

STIFF WELL LIQUOR 
SINGLES ONLY $2.50

ABSOLUT OR STOLI
MARTINIS ONLY $3.50

2303 Richmond (713)520-1861

SCHNAPPS SHOTS
ONLY $1.25

ICE COLD DOMESTIC 
LONGNECKS
ONLY $2.25

JACK ROACH-FORD

Ford we only keep

Crown Victoria • Thunderbird • Mustang • Probe • Taurus • Contour • Escort • Aspire 
F-Series Trucks • Bronco • Explorer • Ranger • Windstar • Aerostar • Club Wagon
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We're not the best because we're the oldest 
We're the oldest because we're the best 

Treating our customers with dignity & respect for 74 years!

Good selection of used cars and 
trucks in stock now!

2727 SOUTHWEST FWY. HOUSTON • (713) 525-7400
between Buffalo Spdwy. & Kirby

MON. - FRI. - 8:30AM - 8:00PM • SAT. 8:30AM - 6:00PM

LOOKING FOR A NICE 
USED CAR OR TRUCK?
At Jack Roach 
the BEST and wholesale the rest

| STOP IN AND DRIVE 
A NEW 95

»LeRa£n (713) 525-7400
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Houston risks losing millions, even if Ryan White reauthorized

Guest Commentary
By BOB HERGENROEDER
For the Houston Voice
Houston AIDS & Dollars politics 
are reaching a new height of danger­
ous consequences. Years of antag­
onisms and mistrust on the politi­
cal level are once again gaining the 
center spotlight—and this time, 
federal officials are looking more 
closely and seeing things more 
clearly than ever before possible in 
the five years of Houston’s Ryan 
White funding.

Only this most recent funding cycle 
did federal officials begin to 
enforce that our inability to plan and 
collaborate and our inability to 
secure outreach to minority com­
munities would definitely lead to 
less than maximum funding. The 
dangerous consequences are in 
what Ryan White CARE Act calls sup­
plemental funds, the money added to 
the formula funds. Formula dollars 
are dispersed relative to the num­
ber of AIDS cases in the area. Supple­
mental dollars are dispersed rela­
tive to the quality of local planning 
and the quality of service provi­
sion, particularly to those per­
sons most in need. In the recent 1995 
allocation, Houston received 5.8 
million in formula dollars and 4.4 
million in supplemental dollars. 
Again, it is Houston’s future sup­
plemental dollars that are cur­
rently in danger.

On June 5, 1995, the Human Resource 
Service Administration (HRSA) 
held a Reverse Site Visit of Houston.

Instead of sending an investigator 
to Houston, five Houstonians were 
invited to HRSA to spend the day with 
various HIV division chiefs and 
members of their respective staffs. 
From Houston were myself, Bob 
Hergenroeder (HIV Community 
Caucus), Audrey Gassama (Minor­
ity Caucus), Michael Springer 
(Resource Group), King Hillier 
(Ryan White Planning Council), 
and Sue Cooper (Harris County HIV 
Services Division).

HRSA’s priorities were: 1) Local 
Planning for the next 3-5 years; 2) 
Quality of Services; 3) Securing, 
dollars to the communities most in 
need; and 4) PWA and minority, par­
ticipation in local decision mak­
ing. The Reverse Site Visit made it 
clear that: 1) the local 3-5 year plan 
which is due by late summer is seri­
ously delayed with the Comprehen­
sive Planning Committee unable to 
move forward; 2) Quality of serv­
ices are not guaranteed through 
existing procedures; 3) Minority 
agencies in minority communi­
ties are receiving less money; and 4) 
direct representation of infected 
and/or affected persons is seriously 
absent from decision making bod­
ies. To say the least HRSA is not 
pleased.

As was intended, the Reverse Site 
Visit was partially an opportunity 
to openly discuss accomplish­
ments, struggles, expectations, 
hopes, signs of progress, commu­
nity concerns, and the availabil­
ity of HRSA technical assistance. 
What it also became was a long, embar­

rassing, frustrating, and depress­
ing exhibit of Houston’s deep divi­
sions and mistrust, an environment 
which requires all of us to expend 
excessive quantities of energy and 
time at the expense of increased fund­
ing and greater quality services to 
persons living with HIV. The-meet­
ing’s initial attitudes of hope and 
progress despite all obstacles 
became closing remarks of “I feel 
sorry for Houston’s people with 
HIV” and “We’ve got other cities 
where our efforts can be better spent 
if Houston can’t resolve its divi­
sions.” At the day’s closing, we five 
Houstonians agreed to speak with our 
respective constituencies, pro­
pose solutions to resolve the divi­
sions, and report back to HRSA via 
conference call on June 23.

On June 21, the conference call was 
canceled. Between June 5 and June 
21, while the HIV Community Cau­
cus, minority Caucus, and the local 
Comprehensive Planning Com­
mittee were working on proposals 
for positive change, Sue Cooper was 
busy convincing Harris County 
Judge Eckels that the Reverse Site 
Visit was completely erroneous in 
its tone, content, focus, and con­
clusions. Clearly, Sue Cooper fears 
that proposals for positive change 
include recommendations for 
change in her administration, 
changes she will not allow. Unfortu­
nately, Judge Eckels decided to only 
hear Sue Cooper's version of HRSA 
events and to fully accept Sue 
Cooper’s version as the truth. On 
June 17, Judge Eckels wrote a letter 
to HRSA expressing ‘‘extremely 

serious concerns” regarding the 
Site Visit’s tone, incorrect infor­
mation, focus on personality 
rather than service delivery, and 
participants misinforming HRSA 
on issues related to funding of minor­
ity targeted services.

In my opinion, we are all once again 
reminded of our community’s pow­
erlessness in the face of Harris 
County officials and administra­
tors. In my opinion, another new 
moment and opportunity for open 
discussion and resolution of our 
differences has been lost. The val­
ues of collaboration, PWA & 
minority participation, and pos­
itive change have all been again dis­
carded. The status quo of absolute 
control on the part of Harris County 
has again been declared as perma­
nent and inflexible. In my opinion, 
Sue Cooper and Judge Eckels have 
made it publicly clear that Harris 
County control of Ryan White CARI| 
Act funds and the permanence of the 
current structure of the HIV Serv­
ices Division are more important 
than the maximization of availa­
ble Ryan White dollars for Houston.

What do we do? We tell Judge Eckels 
(755-6666) that we want him to talk 
with and listen to all of us in addition 
to his HIV Service Division staff. We 
tell Judge Eckels that the services 
we receive from the Ryan White CARE 
Act are more important than the per­
manence of his current adminis­
trative structures. We tell him 
today! AND ... We work to make sure 
that Congress passes the Ryan White 
CARE Act of 1995 (S. 641).

ENTERTAINMENT:

SILENT AUCTION:

RAFFLE:

South Main 
Parking Lot

PAGEANT TICKETS: 
Miss Camp America® 

Pageant tickets on 
sale. Buy now to 

avoid service charge.
For more info,

< call 520-STAR

• Marsha Carlton • Houston City Limits 
Clay Howell • Bubba McNeely • The 1995 Top Nine

• Miss Camp America® 1995

DESIGNATED CHARITIES:
Bering Dental Clinic • Colt 45 Troublefund 

f • Houston Names Project Education Program 
• PWA Coalition of Houston Warehouse Program

Complimentary Cover • Cash Bar • Casual attire

A*A
AmericanAirlines® alr*

Round trip for two in the continental United States* 
1 Year Full-Time Fitness Exchange Membership 
Complimentary stay for two at Big Ruby's Guest House in Key West 
Accommodations for 2 at Newton Street Station, a Key West Guest House

Texas Medical Center 
Conference Center 
2151 W. Holcombe Blvd.

Maroneal St.

Jewelry artwork, clothes, services, gift certificates, 
and decorative accessories.

Holcombe Blvd.
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Coming Out, Part 2
Last week, after my column on coming 
to terms with being gay was published, I 
was stopped in the gym by a man I didn’t 
know. He read this particular column 
and said he was going through the proc­
ess of accepting his being gay. He still 
hasn’t come to terms with it. He has been 
seeing a therapist, who has been guid­
ing him to the moment when he can say to 
himself, and others, “I’m Gay.” But 
its mainly to himself he needs to say it. 
His family knows he’s gay, but they 
don’t discuss it. His co-workers know 
he’s gay, but they don’t discuss it. And 
like other gay men I know, he would prob­
ably change his sexual orientation if 
he could. He has never been able to 
explore his feelings, or face his fears. 
And none of his closest friends are gay. 
He is living a lifestyle that he doesn’t 
want, and doesn't know how to live the 
lifestyle he wants to have.

He said his biggest fear is discover­
ing who he really might be inside, and the 
fear of rejection from others. I under­
stand. The process of coming out and 
accepting one’s sexual orientation 
is difficult. With so many negative 
messages being given out, many gay 
men and women would rather stay in their 
own little closet, safe from any real or 
imaginary consequences of coming 
out. They would rather risk nothing 
than gain everything their life could 
offe r.

How do you accept that you are gay? 
First, realize that you are gay, and you 
can’t change it. Learn to like yourself 
for who you are. Explore and challenge 
your feelings. The best way to get to 
know yourself is to find a gay group that 
shares an interest similar to yours. By 
associating with gay men and women 
who share a common interest, you find 
yourself learning things about your­
self that you may not know already.

Second, get to know the issues facing 
your community. Learn who your com­
munity’s friends are. Learn who your 

"stone
SOUP

enemies are, and what they are doing to 
take away your civil rights. Then regis­
ter to vote. Your vote could make the dif- 
ference when the difference is 
needed.

Third, volunteer at least three to five 
hours a week for an AIDS related group, 
whether it is in fund raising such as Colt 
45’s, direct patient care through a hos­
pice or AIDS Foundation, or a group 
with a specific interest, such as Pet 
Patrol. It will open a whole new wonder­
ful world for you, and give you differ­
ent insights into your community that 
you can’t see now. It will enrich your life 
more than I could say. It really will.

Fourth, get rid of the negative people 
in your life. Get rid of people who can’t 
accept your being gay for whatever rea­
son. Surround yourself with people 
who love you and don’t judge you for your 
lifestyle. But keep in mind you must not 
judge others for their lifestyle. Those 
people want your love as well. The less 
judgmental you are about other facets 
of gay society and the more accepting 
you are of other gay men and women’s 
views, the better you can accept the 
community for its rich diversity and 
strength of character.

And fifth, please drop whatever bag­
gage of family, religion, and/or soci­
ety is holding you down. You have con­
trol of who you are, how you think, and 
what you feel. Take control, and don't 
ever give that control up to others.

Finally, many of you are looking for 
and not finding relationships. You 
want a monogamous, long-term rela­
tionship that is meaningful and pas­
sionate, that is filled with love and 
respect, and that propels you towards 
the best you both can be. I’m no expert, 
but I will say this...never settle for 
less. Don’t get involved with someone 
just because you're lonely. Don’t get 
involved with someone because your 
low opinion of yourself makes you set­
tle for less. Set your standards high, 
them keep them there. You deserve the 
best life has to offer.

Hamburger and Tuna Helper
Jello/Pudding
Jelly - 16 oz.
Ketchup - 14 oz.
Mayonnaise -16 oz.
Mustard - 8 oz.

WISH
Paper Towels
Pasta (dry)
Peanut Butter - 16 oz.

LIST

Beef Stew 
Bread
Breakfast Cereal 
Canned Fruit 
Canned Meats 
Canned Vegetables 
Cleaning Supplies 
Coffee -1 lb. cans 
Cooking Oil - 16 oz.
Deodorant
Dry Beans 
Ensure Pro Drink 
First Aid items 
Fruit Juices
Gravies and Sauces 

Razors
Rice
Saltine Crackers
Shampoo
Shaving Cream
Side Dishes (rice or noodles) 
Soup (canned or dry) 
Soap (dish, hand, laundry) 
Sugar - 2 lb. bag
Tea Bags
Toilet Paper
Tomato Paste
Tomato Sauce
Tuna
Paper Grocery Bags

No Green Beans, 
Please!

THE
NEW YORK 
TIMES
“A universal story about first-love- 
A coming-of-age comedy.” 
Caryn James

NEWSWEEK
“First love, straight or gay, has 
rarely been so expertly enacted.”
David Ansen

“HILARIOUS!”
Michael Giltz, NEW YORK MAGAZINE
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Visit the Fine Line Web Site at http://www2.interpath.net/fineline
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See the McDavid Difference!

For Quality Service 
ask for 

Edward Alderete

STANDS FOR SAVINGS!

Our customers come 
first at McDavid Honda!
Special financing available

• Good Credit
• Bad credit

11911 Gulf Freeway 
Houston, Texas 77034 
948-1900 (800) 444-1263

• No credit 
NO PROBLEM!

Furniture with 
attitude!

Richmond
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SUNDAYS
Texas * Largest Beer Bust
Come enjoy our beautiful tropical patio at Houston’s 

Number One Cruise Bar with the Best Damn Sound in Town.

F
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HAWCORBMBN.. > 
HARDCORE MUSIC J 

HARDCORE PARTY.

$1.00 DOMESTIC LONGNECKS
BEER BUST on the Patio 

$2.00 Buy-In (Optional) 
Each Refill is only a Quarter 

for Ice Cold Miller Lite Genuine Draft.

Montrose Mining Company
805 Pacific • Houston • 713-529-7488

MONDAYS
POOL TOURNAMENT

Cash & Prizes for Winner & First Runner-Up
$3.50 Texas Size Doubles________________

for women only Free Admission with this ad!
IF

FEMALMANCERS
FEMALE FUN QD

MS

112 TRAVIS (Downtown) (713) 227-0505

EVERY SATURDAY
S pm to Close Q 

Call for reservations 
227 - 0505 

Tm tired of most clubs not/ 
\ catering to a woman's /
\ desires. I want a 
\ club that is 

made for 
only 

— usr

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION

Open Tuesday - Sunday 11am - 10pm • Brunch 11am - 4pm 
Closed Mondays

529-3224 or 521-7888
Buy ONE LuncIh or Dinner an<J Receive

SeconcI of EquaI or Lesser VaIue FREE!
This coupon must be presented for the discount.

Not valid on special days or events. Expires 7-31-95

Letters to the Editor

Fan of Voice Amusements
FROM ROY MCCARTHY
Houston, Texas
For a long time I’ve been enjoying 
“Recipes by the Kuntry Kidd” and 
“The Texas Puzzle.” Do you think 
that you and “The Powers That Be” 
behind those two features could get 
together and publish a “Kuntry Kidd 
Kook Book,” and a “Texas Puzzle 
Book?” The Kidd’s recipes are real 
good and “The Texas Puzzle” has 
taught me much about Texas—not just 
gay Texas. I know I’d buy them and I bet 
others would too!

(We’ll pass the word along!—Ed.) 

Trans genders Need 
‘Own Boat’
FROM DARYL HYATT
Houston, Texas
I am a gay male who strongly supports 
the rejection of transgendered peo­
ple (being included in) the gay and les­
bian movement! Ask these people 
(the transgendered) if they are homo­
sexual and of course you will get a 
“no” for an answer. So why are they 
trying to squeeze under our umbrella? 
Because they need emotional and 
financial support, as well as the lit­
tle political clout the gay and les­
bian community has left. Once they 
have their sex change then they want to 
leave our umbrella, and fit in the het­
erosexual umbrella, and deny us.

Gay & lesbian resources are all 
strained to the max. All the life boats 
are full so the transgendered must 
sink or swim on their own. Since Stone­
wall, we have fought many battles by 
ourselves and many life boats have 
sunk without any help from the trans­
gendered. They need to get their own 
little boat and paddle it themselves 
and stop trying to take the easy way by 
claiming they have space in our boat. 
Dale Carpenter is right!

Fox Hunt in Reverse
FROM DAVID RAFFIELD
Houston, Texas
A few weeks after the Oklahoma City 
terrorist tragedy, the ATE (and 
especially FBI officials) publicly 
admitted that they are continuing 
to concentrate on and worry about 
liberal, leftist, feminist, minor­
ity and gay groups (like ACT-UP). 
Some of these officials claim that they 
have received information from 
confidential informants that gay 
activists plan to toss AIDS infected

blood at police and counter-protest­
ers during upcoming protests.

During a recent visit to the White 
House for a meeting with the presi­
dent, a group of 50 openly gay elected 
officials and activists had their bags 
and briefcases searched by Secret 
Service agents wearing rubber 
medical gloves. Clinton did issue a 
public apology for this incident a 
few days later.

With such supposed bright thinking 
and preparedness (continuing 
AIDS paranoia, etc.) coming from 
our government and law enforce­
ment officials, I am quite sure that we 
will be hearing from radical right­
wing fundamentalist terrorist 
individuals and groups in the 
future. This will involve so-callech 
citizen militia members, the big" 
time criminal element, Ku Klux 
Klan, White Supremacists, Aryan 
Nationals, National Rifle Associa­
tion (NRA) and etc. carrying out 
much bigger acts with more violence 
than their Oklahoma City deed.

I was not surprised or shocked at all 
when radicals of such ilk began their 
lawlessness, violence and mur­
ders at abortion clinics.

It has become almost impossible to 
get many heinous crimes and activi­
ties involving people in the radical 
right investigated, prosecuted 
and/or exposed. This is because many 
Clinton administration, Justice 
Department, CIA, FBI, ATE and law 
enforcement officials and agents 
nationwide have radical right affil­
iations, connections, agendas 
and/or views. They are sabotaging 
and covering up many cases and mas­
sive information and evidence that 
would be Very damaging to the radi­
cal right (especially at the ballot 
box). These officials and agents pro- 
probably wear white sheets with eye­
holes when they are not on duty.

This situation was finally exposed 
during a recent NBC “Dateline” 
program. They interviewed a for­
mer FBI agent who supports and sides 
with citizen militia members (of the 
radical right) and their paranoid/ 
power-hungry government con­
spiracy and cover-up theories. Thi| 
is how and why the radical right (with 
its increasing hoard of Republican 
allies) might eventually succeed in 
their effort to take over or overthrow 
the government^

We clearly have a situation of the 
fox guarding the key to the henhouse.

CORRECTION/CLARIFICAT1ON
In last week's issue (#766, Friday, June 30) of the Houston Voice, 

an article about the Gay and Lesbian Pride Parade reported that no 
elected officials participated in the parade. While there were no 
officials riding in the parade, State Rep. Debra Danburg served as a 
parade judge. Also serving as judges were former Harris County 
Treasurer Katy Caldwell, Clarence Bagby (as a staff representative 
for U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee) and fom Case (staff 
representative of Justice of the Peace David Patronella). The judges 
were asked to serve in that capacity by the Pride Committee of 
Houston prior to the parade.
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HOUSTON

Letters to the Editor

Open Letter To The 
Community
FROM ALAN BOURGEOIS
Director, Spectrum '95

A lol has been said about Spectrum 
‘95 and I feel it is up to me to prop­
erly clarify some points while at 
the same time giving some facts for 
all to read.

I would like to thank “The Texas 
Triangle,” “ T W T, ” the 
“Houston Voice” and “Male- 
Man” for reporting in their opin­
ion what had happened at Spec­
trum ‘95. Many of them wanted to 
give a positive view of the event, 
knowing that many, like Larry 
Lingle of Houston, would only 
want to point out the negative. 
Each reporter was given informa­
tion directly from me, and how they 
chose to report it is an editorial 
decision between them and the 
publisher of their respective 
paper.

The facts are very simple. Town 
Meeting, Inc., the producers of 
the event, lost $72,000. There are a 
lot of reasons, which knowing 
this community they will be dis­
cussing for years to come. The 
main reason for the loss is the lack 
of support from the community, 

its kind. No where in the United 
States has any group combined 
business, art, entertainment 
and politics into one event like 
Spectrum ‘95. Yes, there have 
been many business expos over the 
past year catering the gay and les­
bian community, with a small 
amount of entertainment on a side 
stage, most of which have failed 
tremendously.

It must be made clear to everyone 
in our community that Spectrum 
‘95 may have been a financial fail­
ure, but the exposure to Hous­
ton’s community and econo­
mics has been tremendous. I per­
sonally have received many calls 
from other communities want­
ing an event like ours, because of 
the success that we experi­
enced. These requests are from 
people who traveled to Houston 
personally just for the event.

It is my goal and personal com­
mitment to have our debt paid off 
within one or two years, while at the 
same time creating and imple­
menting plans for Spectrum ‘96.

I would also like to thank Charles 
McKenzie, Clay Howell, Up & Out 
Communications and Greg Jeu 
for giving us loans and donations 
totaling $40,000 to help offset 
our bills. $32,000 is left on our

Jump-start your life 
with

Anabolic PoWeR
A practical, comprehensive approach to HIV disease wasting 

prevention/reversal with the use of elements of PoWeR -
Program for Wellness Restoration: 
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anabolic steroids and motivational techniques.

Data July 22, 1995 (Saturday)
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Placa Harvey Hotel - Southwest Freeway
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part of the AIDS Foundation Wellness Program.
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and those people within the com­
munity who are more concerned 
about their status than they are 
about the community.

As it has been reported over the 
past year, I gave up a great deal of 
personal items and freedom to 
create an event that was the first of
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bills and each one of us at Town 
Meeting, Inc. is committed to 
paying the bills off within a short 
period as possible.

The critics were telling people 
that I couldn’t pull off Spectrum 
‘95. Rest assured, Spectrum ‘96 
will happen.
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for a Research Study!
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DRUG

♦ NO COST TO 
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♦ PARKING IS PAID
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TREATMENT MAY 
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U.T Dermatology 
Research Center 
(713) 794-5232

Studying a Complex 
Issue
By CHRIS LAMBERT
For the Houston Voice
(SCHOOL’S OUT by Dan Woog, $11.95 
paperback, Alyson Publications, 
1995)

“You have to wonder why the people 
who are experts on this subject 
haven’t done more...” page 347

If, as everybody seems to agree, 
“children are our future,” what is the 
community doing about the future? 
There is PFLAG (Parents and Friends 
of Lesbians And Gays) and certainly 
there are organizations for the 
homeless, the runaways, the child­
ren and young adults who have come 
out. Out of school, that is. For the one 
place the community’s rainbow 
never arcs is the schools. Maybe we’ve 
bought into the religious right’s con­
tention that homosexuality is a 
choice and can only be perpetuated 
by 11 recruiting.” We seem to be par­
alyzed by the contention that “Gay 
= child molester.” Perhaps we’re not 
ready for a struggle that makes the 
military debate look small. For make 
no mistake about it, the battle, as our 
opponents know, is to be won or lost in 
that old blackboard jungle.

All of which is to introduce Dan 
Woog’s book which is the first chroni­
cle I know of the developing battle in 
the classrooms. This book is not light, 
casual literature. This is a real life 
adventure as old Wait used to say. It is 
factual. There is data, lots of data. But 
the book is not a dull history text 
either. Mr. Woog has done his very best 
to make this book readable. The book 
is largely anecdotal, based on inter­
views with hundreds of people in the 
education field. The book is divided 
into three sections, labeled PEO­
PLE, PLACES and PROGRAMS. All 
parts are interesting, but the people 
section is perhaps the most inter­
esting. The struggle, internal and 
external, that these people went 
through and continue to face is 
extraordinary. The opposition is 
great. These are heroes and their vic­
tories, personal and programmic, 
are lovingly detailed.

. The author is relentlessly upbeat. 
You can tell that he is personally 
excited by the first glimmerings of 
hope. Everything is presented as 
positively as possible. He is 
ecstatic when “almost half” of those 
sent information respond. Only one 
horror story is told in any detail. That 
story is about a student'in Texas.

In support of his thesis that the rev­
olution is “coming to a school near 
you" the author tries VERY hard to 
spread his tales geographically 
across the country. Unfortunately,

he cannot hide the fact that the revo­
lution is happening in Massachu­
setts, Connecticut, selected parts 
of California, and the rare island of 
bravery somewhere in between. 
About page 300 1 began to ask myself 
why I live in Houston. Massachu­
setts sounds so nice, and yet even in 
that bastion of freedom Mr. Woog’s 
sources admit that the vast, over­
whelming majority of gay educa­
tors and students are in the closet. 
Afraid.

The program section, the last and 
longest section, is in many ways the 
most important. Schools are bureau­
cracies. Schools are reports, cur­
ricula and programs. Individual 
courage, the occasional point of 
light, does not in the end conquer such 
systems. Programs do. And this book 
makes very clear that the real source of 
homophobia is ignorance. Students 
never meet, never see, never hear any­
body they know is gay. The whole prob­
lem is that gays are, to the heterosex-( 
ual majority, a distant topic, sort of 
like massacres in Rwanda. Why 
shouldn’t they believe what’s yelled 
in the halls and snickered in the cafe­
teria? God knows, schools cover eve­
rything else. They don’t cover this 
area, except in one field , AIDS. Dr. 
Lipkin, a Harvard expert in the field 
is quoted, “The only place that any­
thing gay enters the curriculum 
today with any regularity is AIDS 
courses ... But that limits discus­
sion of homosexuality to sexual 
topics.” So, the only time schools 
mention us is in health classes when 
referring to sex, promiscuity, 
death and dying. Neat.

This book can be read as entertain­
ment. This book can also be read for 
information on things done and 
doing. But, at least for me, the real 
value of this book is as a call to the gay 
community to address problems.

One rather obvious problem is that 
of the gay teacher. In Texas, the phrase 
gay teacher is an oxymoron. If it is 
officially known you are gay, you are a 
former teacher. Yet everybody 
knows there are enormous numbers of 
gay teachers. You may not live near a 
military base where people live in 
fear of discovery, but I assure you 
that you live near a school where the 
same is true. To do their jobs, to live the 
career they love, they have to live the 
lie. Honesty in education? Get real. 
And teaching, at its best, is a very per­
sonal relationship. How can a| 
teacher dare be intimate, personal 
with a student when any personal 
relationship will be taken in the 
worst possible light if the great 
secret becomes known? The issue is not 
just that secrecy cripples the teacher 
in his/her personal life. It also 
restricts their ability to teach.

(Continued on following page)
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Book is optimistic first look 
at issues of gay teachers, 
students
(Continued from 
preceding page)

The second prob­
lem is the double 
one of the students. 
The heterosex­
ual majority needs 
to educated. Igno­
rance engenders 
fear. Over and over 
again the book cites 
straight students 
who, when exposed 
to gay programs 
basically say 
“Gosh, these guys 
are real people. I 
thought..

Equally impor­
tant, and much more
heartbreaking, is the problem of gay 
students or those who are confused as to 
their orientation. It is astonishing 
to read in this book where well meaning 
principals and school board types say 
again and again that teaching about gay 
issues is nice and all that but hardly nec­
essary (budget restraints, you know) 
because there are no gay students in 
their school! They know there are no gay 
students because, well, no students 
have said they are gay. Denial is so deep. 
Students have no information. They 
are scared to ask. Indeed, who can they 
ask? The guidance counselor who 
doesn’t want THIS problem, and who 
probably has no information any­
way? A straight teacher? Yeah, right. A 
supposedly gay teacher? Does that 
teacher want to keep her/his job? Your 
best friend, soon to be your ex-best 
friend? Ah, high school, where social 
interaction is much more important 
that trig or history. Remember the cage 
of peer pressure? Perhaps some drugs 
or alcohol will kill the pain, ease the 
confusion.

A lot of people say that their carefree 
high school years were the best of their 
life. How many gays would agree? Did 
you really enjoy the prom?

The comic “Funky 
Winkerbean'’ has 
been covering the 
issue of teen suicide, 
and in consequence, 
the Houston Chroni­
cle ran a fairly large 
article last week on 
teen suicide and what 
is being done to pre­
vent this tragedy. 
Several causes of 
suicide are listed. 
Being gay was NOT 
listed, although Mr. 
Woog's book main­
tains that gay teens are 
perhaps the group 
most at risk of sui­
cide. A conspiracy 
of silence or honest 

ignorance? To the dead, does it matter? 
But this holocaust goes on, and those 
our community loses, to death, or the 
slower death of drugs, or just psycho­
sis, well, again, who knows? But it 
became clear to me somewhere in this 
book that we’ll never have a healthy com­
munity until we make the lives of our 
young less of a hell. Which brings me back 
to my original quote at the start to this 
piece. We are the experts. Why aren’t we 
involved? Are we so scared of Phil Gramm 
that we ll give up the future?

To return to the book. This book is 
important and should be read. At first I 
was depressed. There is so much to do. 
The beginning is so fragile, so new, so 
limited. But I believe after all Mr. 
Woog’s optimism is right. Things are 
beginning.

Finally, a book reviewer’s whine. The 
Alyson Press is a very important source 
of so much gay writing. Why in God’s 
name can’t they get a proofreader!? If I 
read one more sentence fragment or 
subject-verb disagreement...

Anyway, try this book. It kept me up 
nights, thinking.

School’s
Out
The of &sy lesbmn
on Amrkc's Sdmh

by Dan Woog

OUTRAGE

OUTRAGE, an annual AIDS fundraiser, began in 1985. It was 
originally organized as a social function when Vernon Kahanek 
and a group of friends organized an annual Halloween party that 
was held in the back yard of one of the hosts. Recognizing the 
attack of HIV/AIDS on our community, the OUTRAGE 
organizers decided to turn their annual party into an annual 
fundraiser for local HIV/AIDS charities. The party is 
underwritten by the hosts and all proceeds from the guests go 
directly to the charities selected as beneficiaries by the 
OUTRAGE host committee. Over the last several years, the 
OUTRAGE parties have donated in excess of $50,000 to local 
HIV/AIDS charities.

OUTRAGE participated in the 1995 Gay/Lesbian Pride parade 
for the first time, and was awarded the "Houston" Trophy for 
best non-professional float in the parade.

With the desire to better serve the community on a year-round 
basis, the OUTRAGE organizers are proud to announce the 
pursuit of 501 (c) 3 status. This pursuit will be done with the 
spirits of the original organizers of OUTRAGE (many of whom 
are now deceased).

Persons interested in becoming a Host of the 1995 fundraiser or 
desiring more information regarding OUTRAGE, may call 
713-868-9133 or 713-520-1809, or write P.O. Box 22973,
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Appeals court says Portland demonstrators illegally strip-searched
SAN FRANCISCO, Saturday, 
July 1 (AP)—Lawyers for AIDS 
demonstrators who were 
strip-searched after a 1989 pro­
test in Portland say a new fed­
eral appeals court ruling should 
curb excessive police 
searches.

“The Constitution does, not 
permit non-violent protest­
ers to be intimidated by strip 
searches,” attorney Suzanne 
B. Goldberg said after the 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled that 10 demonstrators 
had been searched illegally.

The 10 were part of a protest by 
the AIDS Coalition To Unleash 
Power, or ACT UP, at a U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
office in Feb. 1989. Chanting 
loudly, they attacked the FDA for 

not approving several experi­
mental AIDS drugs.

The six men and four women were 
taken to the federal courthouse 
and strip-searched by marshals 
before being booked into jail. 
The men said they were forced to 
disrobe and subjected to full- 
body searches in front of other 
male prisoners.

Their suit for damages against 
the marshals and the govern­
ment was dismissed by U.S. Dis­
trict Judge Malcolm Marsh, who 
ruled that the officers could 
have reasonably believed they 
had grounds for the searches. 
The appeals court disagreed in 
a 3-0 ruling, issued last week.
“No reasonable officer 

could have thought the searches 
were lawful,” said Judges Cyn­

thia Holcomb Hall, Diarmuid 
O’Scannlain and Edward 
Leavy.

They said legal rules in 1989 
allowed strip searches after 
minor arrests only if the officer 
has a reasonable suspicion 
that the person is carrying 
contraband.

The officer who ordered the 
searches had heard a report that 
an officer driving the demon­
strators to the courthouse 
thought his tires had been 
slashed. But the court said the 
officers had no reason to sus­
pect any individual demon­
strator was carrying a knife or 
other contraband.

If the deputy who ordered the 
searches had asked about the 
demonstrators’ conduct, he 

might have learned that they were 
taken to the van in cuffs and could 
not have punctured the tires, the 
court said.

The court also said the fact that 
the demonstrators were wear­
ing bulky winter clothing and 
acted in a confrontational man­
ner at the protest did not give 
officers grounds to suspect 
that they were carrying con­
traband. Likewise, security 
concerns about other prison­
ers did not justify the strip 
searches, the court said.

“The mere possibility that 
the (demonstrators), if they 
had been concealing any­
thing, might have been able to 
pass those things to other fed­
eral prisoners does not free the 
marshals to conduct strip 

searches at will, the court said.
The court said a trial was needed 

to determine the amount of dam­
ages from the search, and 
whether the search of the men in 
the presence of other prison­
ers justified additional dam­
ages.

“This ruling reminds law 
enforcement officials that 
they will be held accountable 
when they exceed the bounds of 
what is reasonable and vio­
late a person’s civil rights,” 
said Goldberg, of the Lambda 
Legal Defense and Education 
Fund.

Justice Department lawyer 
Barbara Biddle could not be 
reached for comment.

Court says FBI discriminated against HIV-positive doctor

By BOB EGELKO
FOR THE HOUSTON VOICE

SAN FRANCISCO, Saturday, July 1 
(AP)—A federal appeals court changed 
has its mind and ruled that the FBI must 
pay damages to the estate of a doctor 
whose examinations of agents were 
halted after he refused to tell the FBI 
whether he had AIDS.

The agents were in no significant 
danger of infection, but the FBI 
showed little interest in the extent of 
the danger or methods to prevent it, the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said 
Friday. Instead, the court said, the FBI 
seemed interested only in getting the 
doctor to confirm that he had AIDS, so 
that he could be replaced.

In a 2-1 decision, the court said the FBI 
discriminated against Dr. James Cul­

len of San Francisco because of a physi­
cal handicap—contrary to two previ­
ous rulings by the same panel in the case.

“If you have an employee with a disa­
bility, whether they're a bricklayer or 
a medical doctor, the appropriate 
question to ask (under the law) is not, 
‘What is this person's disability?’ 
but what precautions are neces­
sary,” said Cullen’s lawyer, Mat­
thew Coles of the American Civil Lib­
erties Union.

He said the case also reaffirms the 
widely accepted scientific view that 
“doctors with HIV (the AIDS virus) 
doing routine medical procedures, 
and for that matter virtually all pro­
cedures, simply don't pose any risk.”

A government lawyer in the case 
could not be reached for comment.

Cullen, who died of AIDS in 1992, per­
formed all physical examinations on 
local FBI agents and applicants, start­
ing in Dec. 1984, under an FBI contract 
with Davies Medical Center.

In August 1988, someone told local FBI 
chief Richard Held that Cullen had an 
AIDS-related illness. Questioned by 
an FBI agent, Cullen refused to confirm 
that he or anyone else at the hospital 
had AIDS. But he and other hospital 
staff members told the FBI that an AIDS- 
infected staffer would pose no risk to 
patients because the hospital fol­
lowed standard infection-control 
procedures.

Held then stopped sending agents to 
Cullen for examinations. After Cul­
len disclosed his illness in the law­
suit, a federal judge prohibited the 

FBI from cutting off (he contract, but 
allowed Held to give agents a choice of 
hospitals. Few chose to go to Cullen 
after learning of his condition.

In a non-jury trial, U.S. District Judge 
Charles Legge ruled that the FBI was jus­
tified in refusing to send its agents to 
Cullen. The appeals court agreed in a 3-0 
ruling last. August, saying Cullen's 
“evasive answers” had prevented the 
FBI from determining the extent of the 
risk. The court reaffirmed its conclu­
sion in a modified ruling this Janu­
ary.

But on Friday, in response to another 
request for reconsideration from 
Cullen’s estate, the court majority 
said Cullen had not been evasive on the 
only legally relevant question — 
whether agents were at risk.
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her birth in August 1991. At the time of 
the adoption, Bruce had been living 
with his male partner, Mark D., for 
nearly five years.

The couple had reached an agreement 
with Hillary’s natural mother to 
allow her regular visitation rights 
even after the adoption was finalized. 
But the mother later accused Bruce of 
denying her access to Hillary 
sought to reverse the adoption, 
opinion said.

After several court hearings,
mother and Bruce reached another 
agreement. The woman decided to 
waive her rights to the child, and the 
court signed a final decree of adoption 
in favor of Bruce.

However, the couple then peti­
tioned the court to adopt Hillary 
together. But the trial court ruled that 
the district's adoption laws did not 
permit Mark to join in Bruce’s adop­
tion.

Bruce and Mark appealed the court's 
decision.

By SUSAN LANGENHENNIG
FOR THE HOUSTON VOICE

WASHINGTON, Friday, June 30 
(AP)—A gay couple may legally adopt a 
child under District of Columbia law as 
long as the adoption is in the child’s best 
interest, a three-judge panel of the 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals 
ruled Friday.

“We conclude that unmarried cou­
ples living together in a committed 
personal relationship, whether of 
the same sex or of opposite sexes, are 
eligible to petition the court for a 
decree of adoption,” Associate 
Appellate Judge John Ferren wrote in 
the opinion.

District law “expressly authorizes 
adoptions by any person without lim­
itations,” the opinion said. “Noth­
ing in the legislative history can be 
said to exclude adoptions by unmar­
ried couples.”

Bruce M., a gay man, began adoption 
proceedings for Hillary shortly after
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only, as we also receive numerous letters for publication).

*Fruits and Vegetables in a Capsule* 
Researchers continue to uncover exciting new elements in 

fruits & vegetables that seem to strengthen our Immune System 
and impede the development of disease, and contribute to 

your health in other ways.
This Product contains all Natural Fruits, 

Vegetables, Fiber and Live Food Enzymes. 
Are you interested in This Nutritional Product? 

or Becoming a Distributor call:
' (713) 578-3744 (24hrs)

By SHERI 
COHEN DAR- 
BONNE
Houston Voice 
Editor
As creator of 
a precedent­
setting col­
umn, written 
from a ga^y per- 
spective for 
publica­
tion in main­
stream daily 
newspa­
pers, Deb 
Price has 
often been 
described as a 
trailblazer, a 
bold activist 
in her field. 
When she first 
conceived 
the idea for the 
column, however,
Joyce Murdoch, Price admits she was 
“terrified to ask for it...I was afraid 
it would mean the end of my career.”

She knew what she wanted to do, and 
she knew there was a desperate need 
for an identifiable gay voice in the 
mainstream press. Price says now. “I 
just didn’t know if I was strong enough 
to deal with the ups and downs,” and to 
handle what had to follow from that 
initial decision.

At the time, Price and Murdoch were 
both working for mainstream news­
papers. Price was the Washington 
correspondent for the Detroit 
News, a traditionally conserva­
tive daily whose publisher had 
recently expressed an interest in 
building on the diversity of voices on 
its pages.

“I felt like the time was right. I felt

Immune
System Booster”

zoduat
like this 
moment 
history could 
be made,” said 
Price.

The issue of 
coverage in the 
mainstream 
media of gay and 
lesbian people 
and the events 
that shape their 
lives had 
already been a 
topic of many 
discussions 
between the two 
veteran jour­
nalists. Both 
agreed some 
progress was 
being made — 
albeit slowly — 
especially 
since AIDS 

forced reporters and editors to ask 
themselves how much homophobia 
was coloring their news coverage. 
But more was needed. The women dis­
cussed the invisibility of lesbians 
and gay men in new reports, and the fact 
that few publications truly “main­
streamed” gays—including them as 
just another aspect of society, with­
out sensationalism.

So Deb Price decided to speak up. And 
on May 8, 1992, the landscape of main­
stream journalism changed dramat­
ically.

Today, Price and Murdoch are the 
lesbians on the coffee table: lives 
opened up to anyone with access to the 
daily news, bridging the communi­
cation gap between gay and hetero­
sexual communities everywhere.

(Continued on following page)
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Columnist Deb Price hopes to bridge gap, inspire dialogue
(Continued from preceding page)

Price and Murdoch passed through 
Houston recently on a tour to promote 
their new book, “And Say Hi To Joyce,” 
a joint project that combines the first 
18 months of Price’s column with Mur­
doch’s account of the story behind the 
column and its impact—on journal­
ism, on the people and places it has 
touched, and on the couple's personal 
lives. It’s a fascinating, upbeat 
account that cites numerous examples 
of the overwhelmingly positive 
reactions the pair say they've received 
in written and personal interaction 
with the readers.

The book’s title alludes to a frequent 
closure in letters received by Price 
from readers of the column—telling 
in it own right, because it points up the 
fact that the mainstream audience 
largely has accepted the women as a cou­
ple. The name is also an aside to the new 
role that has fallen to Joyce as “wife of” 
the well-known columnist—which, if 
she has any qualms whatsoever about, 
Murdoch doesn’t show. “The column 
has been great for our relationship,” 
she quips. “Deb can’t dump me—she’d 
never hear the end of it!”

The couple met while both were work­

ing as editors at the Washington Post, 
according to Murdoch, and their rela­
tionship began with a series of innoc­
uous—but-flirty messages tacked on 
to on-the-job communications via 
their respective computer termi­
nals. Murdoch, clinging to an 
assumption that the long-haired, soft- 
mannered Price was probably not a 
lesbian, says she at first was confused 
by the flirtations. Price counters 
that she knew exactly what she was 
doing.

By the time Price proposed the gay col­
umn to Detroit News publisher Bob 
Giles, she and Murdoch had already 
shared a committed relationship for 
several years. And, since the column 
made its debut, heralded by a front­
page editorial in the Detroit paper, it 
has brought this gay couple and their 
lives and issues into millions of house­
holds all over America, including the 
homes of people who believe they have 
never known anyone gay.

Price’s column—and to an extent, 
Giles’ decision to run and support it— 
changed the dynamic of inclusion. 
Other talented columnists, includ­
ing Houston’s Juan Palomo, have had 
to grapple with censorship for even 
bringing up that fact that they were gay, 

and unenlightened editors continue 
to question the need to bring up what 
they consider an “irrelevant” 
aspect of a writer’s life. Price’s col­
umn has enjoyed a surprising level of 
acceptance and success.

Price writes about the positive and 
personal aspects of a gay life, and also 
brought a new dimension to more’ con­
troversial issues. Of course, as Price 
and Murdoch expected, the column 
itself has also at times been the subject 
of controversy.

Support in those battles, say Price 
and Murdoch, has sometimes come 
from unexpected corners. They cite a 
flier campaign in the “conserva­
tive, closeted community” of Niag­
ara Falls, to keep the column running 
in a newspaper there.

As well, say Murdoch and Price, work­
ing on and living with the column has 
given them other reasons for an inspir­
ing, hopeful attitude. The research 
she has had to do, say Price, to write 
about what she describes as a civil rights 
movement that has barely been visi­
ble in the mainstream press has given 
her a window to a broader perspec­
tive. The gay and lesbian rights move­
ment, Price claims, is following in a 

solid, set course that other movements 
have navigated—and is approaching 
a turning point. “For us, it’s been a real 
crash course in social justice his­
tory...I’ve really come to believe (gays 
and lesbians) will achieve full equal­
ity in my lifetime,” she asserts.

While they say they want to play an 
active on the edge of those changes, the 
women are all too aware of the inequal­
ity that exists today. When. Murdoch 
took a leave of absence to work on the 
book, for example, the couple was 
forced to pick up $250 a month in pay­
ments to continue her health insur­
ance. Had they been “legally mar­
ried,” Price could have added her 
spouse to her own policy, she noted.

Murdoch adds that, in celebration 
of their recent 10th anniversary, the 
couple went to apply for a marriage 
license. As they expected, they were 
turned down; Murdoch says she told the 
clerk: “The law will be changed, and 
we’ll be back.”

The couple did receive “Our first 
anniversary card, ever,” this year, 
according to Price, the card was sent by 
a heterosexual housewife in San 
Jose, Calif.

Charlies
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Former employees, volunteers 
at clinic raise questions
(Continued from Page 3)

Al! four say they were concerned 
with an apparent conflict of inter­
est in the appointment of Dr. Wayne 
Bockman as medical director of the 
Clinic, and with decisions made by 
HCRN as to who would get to be princi­
pal investigators for drug studies 
conducted by the Network. Bock­
man is the life partner of Chris Jim- 
merson, former director of HCRN 
and current director of operations 
for the Montrose Clinic. “I thought 
it was the most unethical thing I’d 
ever seen in my life,” said Woolman.

According to Hunsdorfer, as much 
of 30 percent of HCRN’s incoming 
revenue is paid to physicians serv­
ing as principal investigators in 
drug trials.

The group also questioned the rela­
tionship between the Clinic and 
Caremark, formerly the nation’s 
home health care company and 
recently the subject of a federal 
investigation and several high- 
profile media reports, for allegedly 
paying kickbacks to physicians in 
return for patient referrals. Care­
mark, since bought out by another 
company, made a substantial cash 
donation to the Clinic, and a former 
employee of the company is a member 
of the Clinic’s board of directors, 
they said.

According to Lasher and Wool­
man, Bockman was written into the 
AmFAR grant as the clinic’s medical 
director (a time percentage' posi­
tion paid in the grant); he and fellow 
members of the group practice 
Southhampton Medical Associ­
ates, also were the most frequent 
principle investigators of HCRN 
studies. (He has since resigned the 
medical directorship, report­
edly for health reasons).

“I have no objection whatsoever 
concerning a for-profit entity — 
including doctors, dentists, hos­
pitals, home nursing agencies, 
etcetera — making a profit. I do, 
however, object if they are or appear 
to me to be using a non—profit entity to 
enhance their profits,” said Las­
her. ‘‘A non-profit entity exists to 
provide services to persons who 
cannot themselves afford these 
services, not to benefit for-profit 
entities.”

Hegar, who was elected Clinic pres­
ident in March after serving as 
interim president since Lasher’s 
departure, denied the ethical con­
flict charges regarding Bockman’s 
appointment. The medical direc­
tor, she noted, responded to the pres­
ident— herself—and not to Jim- 
merson. And Bockman, she said, 
“went above and beyond the call of 
duty, because he believes in what 
we're doing, and he believes in hope 
for tomorrow.”

The Clinic, Hegar insisted, is 
changing for the better. Clinic 
services are expanding, not dete­
riorating, she said, noting new 
additions including the Frost Eye 
Clinic and a dermatology clinic. 
“The best part of the new building is 
that we're able to provide more serv­
ices. Our primary focus is the cli­
ents.”

The cost of increased attention to 
research, she said, is “covered by 
AmFAR and the pharmaceutical 
companies," and HCRN has earned 
much-deserved national prestige as 
one of only 12 sites nation wide con­

ducting community — based clini­
cal trials for AmFAR.

“I . think probably everyone has 
their own perspective,” she said of 
the former staff members, who she 
characterized as loyal to Lasher’s 
leadership perspective and dis­
gruntled over the loss of their own 
jobs.

Some say, however, that the real 
problems transcend and are actu­
ally far detached from any dispute 
over who’s in charge or what’s in the 
spotlight.

In individual interviews, a dozen 
former and current employees and 
volunteers profess serious con­
cerns about continuing condi­
tions and practices at the Montrose 
Clinic that they believe threaten the 
future and reputation of the Clinic, 
as well as the clients and the commu­
nity at large. Among the charges, most 
of which came up more than once:

— While Clinic officials have 
boasted of reducing a dependence on 
volunteers and a building up of 
“trained, professional staff,” in 
fact many of the staff changes have 
been cosmetic and in some cases, 
staff members with more medical or 
other appropriate degrees or train­
ing have been replaced with less qual­
ified persons as public relation 
and “image” projection has 
become more important that educa­
tional background. As well, some 
staff persons have deliberately 
misrepresented their medical 
credentials in public and in Clinic 
dealings and documents.

—The Clinic is currently the sub­
ject of two complaints filed with the 
Equal Employment Opportunities 
Commission alleging racism. The 
two current employees of the clinic, 
who spoke with the Voice on condi­
tion of anonymity, said that an Afri­
can American female was termi­
nated for no understandable rea­
son, after being asked to train a less 
qualified Anglo replacement.

—Among the volunteers whose vis­
ibility has waned are the physi­
cians and their assistants who vol­
unteered their services at the 
Clinic — in part because of strange 
new rules imposed by Clinic officials 
purportedly to comply with insur­
ance, according to the employees.

—P.A.s working under the licenses 
of area physicians have been disal­
lowed from performing certain 
procedures which they are legally 
permitted to do. Meanwhile, 
according to one P.A. and former 
volunteer, Chester Dickerson, 
persons unqualified to perform 
certain procedures on clients have 
been frequently required to do so — 
including a female cashier (albeit 
one with some medical training) 
who performed vaginal exams on 
female STD clinic patients.

—A male registered, nurse, who 
works at HCRN but who has at times 
been called in to see STD Clinic 
patients, has made it common knowl­
edge among clinic employees and 
volunteers that he will examine 
only male patients. A male licensed 
vocational nurse who supervises 
sessions in the clinic similarly 
refuses to examinations on female 
patients, leading to the scenario 
above. (The clinic has since hired a 
female LVN who performs the proce­
dures).

(Continued on Page 23)
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Don Woods is new Mr. Texas Drummer; Tranae Chardon to sing at E-J’s

Oh, Shelbv...

Tina and Oscar. hantOn# out al
Ch antes

Bv CAROLYN ROBERTS

Past Events
A new Mr. Texas Drummer was sas­

hed this past Sunday. Congrats to 
Don Woods! He had a super sexy fan­
tasy and great stage presence. Comic 
and leather woman Shann Carr kept the 
crowd in stitches.

What a good idea! Daddy Dan and Tim 
had a 4th of July party at their home and 
asked everyone to B.Y.O.P. ...that 
is paper goods for Stone Soup! There 
were piles and piles of paper products 
donated!

Friday, July 7
The ToyBox has their infamous 

Country Ccokin’ Mini-Buffet 
tonight around 5:30 p.m. Stop in for a 
cold beer and tasty treats.

Rack 'em up tonight at the Lazy J. 
There is an 8-ball tournament 
tonight for league members only.

The New 611 has male dancers 
tonight from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m

Tonight at Heaven there is a 
“Des ree Video Party," with CD’s, 
singles, and a chance to win 2 tickets 
for her concert at the Woodlands. 
Don’t miss this chance!

son and Candace Welch. Erica Lane 
takes the stage at 10:00 p.m.

Mary’s your one stop bar for every­
one. Saturdays offer a movie at 3:30 
p.m., steaks-n-stuff for only $4.50, 
and 50c draft beer.

The Names Project is ha\ mg a 
garage sale today and tomorrow. 
Stop in al 2410 Woodhead and shop!

TGRA’s Stale Dance Finals are 
tonight at the Brazos River Bottom. 
The contest is at 6:00 p.m. After the 
contest, scoot out to the patio and 
visit with the TGRA members as they 
guest bartend from 9:30 until ???

PastTime has 2 pool tournaments 
tonight. •

The Club Houston is having a pool 
party this afternoon from 1:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. There will be free BBQ and 
beverages will help you make it 
through the heat! The Club Houston is 
that special place you can go to work 
on NOT getting a tan line!

The Krewe of Olympus-Texas, Inc. 
is hosting it’s first annual Bastille 
Day party tonight, starting at 8:00 
p.m. The party will be at 933 Fisher, 
located between Ella Blvd, and Shep­
herd off 610 North. Call 729-4197 if 
you would like further info or direc­
tions.

Sunday, July 9
“Sizzling Summer Special" is the 

theme of the Sambvca Sister’s show 
this afternoon at the ToyBox. This is 
a fundraiser benefiting the Omega 
House. Be there by 5:00 p.m. and bring 
lots of single dollar bills.

Christopher, Oscar, and Thomas 
will be scrubbing dirt off your car/ 
truck this afternoon at Basic Broth­
ers from 10:00 p.m. until ??? They are 
raising money to help pay expenses 
accrued for the Mr. All-American 
Contest.

“Celebrit-tease" tonight al Club 
403. Reba McEntire, Diana Ross and 
Diane Jackson will tease you and 
delight you starting at 10:00 p.m. 

Saturday, July 8
Lots of talent tonight at E/J’s. Brit­

tany Paige hosts (he Super Saturday 
Show. This week she has lined up 
Rochelle Stevens, Heather Lau­
zon. “Miss Peoples,” and direct 
from DPIC’s recording studio — 
Tranae Chardon. This should be one 
heck of a show.

Tonight at the Lazy J. Erica's Show­
case features the talents of Brandi 
Houston, Black Velvet, Dyan Jack­

Mr. Virgil Burke, candidate for 
Mr. IGRA ‘96, presents “A Country 
Night of Ropers and Wranglers." 
This is a benefit for the Houston 
chapter of TGRA. Show lime is 8:00 
p.m. Be sure to gel there early and 
enjoy steak night on the patio!

Temple Rises at 9:00 p.m.
“Come Out Of The Heat...” a bene­

fit show for the LVL PWA Holiday 
Fund and the Gay and Lesbian Switch­
board will be tonight at the New 611. 
Don Gill and Shelby St. John will MC 
this showing, f e a l u r i n g the tal­
ents of Queen Olympus 25. Andrew 
Flores. Regina Dane, Mark Press. 
Catia Lee Love and Mr. Gulf Coast

NLA:H presents flags at the Mr. Texas drummer contest, held at P.S.

4

Opening soon...

Drummer. Show time is 4:00 p.m.
“Sunday Overload’’ tonight at 

Pacific street. No shirt, no cover, no 
kidding! The doors open at 7:00 p.m.

Mary’s opens at 10:00 a.m. today, 
with happy hour from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m., and beer bust from noon 
until 6:00 p.m. with 500 cups of draft 
beer!

The hot men of the Mine cool off with a 
beer bust today! It is only $2 to buy-in 
and 250 refills of Miller Lite Draft, OR 
you can purchase a domestic long- 
neck for only $1. Such a deal!

“Love Muscle," Houston’s ulti­
mate Sunday T at Heaven has 500 well 

I drinks, $1.50 domestic longnecks 
and frozen Rita’s from 7:00 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m.

Hal and Jim! Good Food! Venture-N! 
5:00 p.m. Need I say more?

Monday, July 10
The Ripcord has a pool tournament 

tonight at 8:00 p.m. The balls are 
racked for a $3 buy-in and the bar 
matches the pot!

Over at the Montrose Mining Com­
pany tonight are Texas-sized dou­
bles for only $3.50. There is also a pool 
tournament at 8:00 p.m.

It is “Ab Fab” at J.R's Bar and Grill 
tonight. The Brilcom is shown at 7:30 
p.m. and again at 10:30 p.m.!

Honky Tonk nights at Gentry! They 
have free pool, free juke box, and 
almost free Miller Lite longnecks. 
This special runs all day and all night 
today and tomorrow!

The Club Houston offers half-price 
lockers tonight!

Club 403 has a dart tournament 
tonight at 8:00 p.m. There is a $4 entry 
fee and the bar matches the pot!

Tuesday, July 11
It is Finals night at E/J’s. This 8 week 

long search for talent concludes 
tonight at 11 :00 p.m.

Stop in Mary’s for 2 reasons today! 
2-fer-Tuesday features $2 Cuervo 
Shots and Mark serves hamburgers 
on the patio starting at 11:00 p.m. 
This sounds like a great way to spend 
your lunch hour!

Wednesday, July 12

The Weekly Wednesday Weinie( 
Waivers War wiggles on this week al 
Gentry! Catia is the General. Bombs 
away at 11:00 p.m.

Thursday, July 13
“Chat and Chew” tonight at Gen­

try! Chew starts at 7:00 p.m., and the 
Boy Toys tantalize and tease you 
starting at 9:00 p.m.

Kad’s is hosting a kick-off party for 
Spectrum ‘96 this afternoon from 
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. There will be 
CD’s, t-shirts, and “Concert of the 
Stars” available. There is a $10 
suggested donation. Kad’s is 
located 1512 W. Alabama.

The Kolbe House offers a Healing 
Service with Anointing tonight at 
7:00 p.m. The Kolbe House is located 
at 1509 Fairview.

Club Hedo opens its doors tonight at 
9:00 p.m. Check out the place where 
the Club Kids party!

Steak night at the New 611 is the place 
to be tonight if you are thirsty and hun­
gry. Big ol’ hunks-o-beef, potato, 
and salad for a mere pittance. Don’t 
forget that they can still serve din- 
ner when it is raining.

There is good sex al Pacific Street 
tonight. Arousal begins at 9:00 p.m. 
See the towel boys, have a “cum 
shot," oi just hang around and watch. 
Pacific Street will always fulfill 
your every need!

This is really scary! The “Dynamic 
Duo," “Dueling Divas' host the 
amateur strip contest tonight at 
Heaven. Kofi and Lindsy FILL the 
stage as they look for new talent. $200 
cash prizes to the winners. 11:00 
p.m.

(Continued on following page)

Beef, spuds, and rabbit food are on 
the menu at E/J’s tonight. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to have a great din­
ner with your friends at E/J’s. The 
grill is lit at 6:00 p.m.

Hump it! Happy Humppy Hour prices 
all day and all night at Mary’s!
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More upcoming events and other stuff; scraping the cage bottom, again

What a cute couple

7

4 - a

z.

- p

Jocks in Dresses" benefit at Heaven

■ ■

4;

Skate Night, with Lambda

Houston Soap, Part 2
Randy Jobe hosts the weekly “Broad­
way" night at J.R’s Bar and Grill.

There is a free seminar by Patrick J. 
Vachon, LMSW-ACP, about “Striv­
ing to Get The Love You Want,” A lec­
ture based on Imago Relationship 
therapy. Please call 529-1913, etc. 4 
for more info.

The weekly talent search at Club 403 
features the talents of Miss Bacchus 
II. If you would like to be in the con­
test, get to the bar at 10:00 p.m. for the 
10:30 p.m. show!

Other Important Stuff
Some friends and I had lunch at El Pala­
cio this past week. Of course we 
clipped the coupon out of the Voice. I 
was impressed by the selection of 
vegetarian items on the menu and the 
quantity of food you get! Clip the cou­
pon and see this for yourself.

Speaking of coupons, I cut a bunch of 
Ean s coupons out of last week’s issue 
of the Voice, and a bunch of us had 
“Girl’s Night Out." The place was 
packed and the dancers were, shall I 
say. very uninhibited! Check out 
Ean s on a Saturday night for their 
“Femme de Femme" night!

The “Miss Kitty Litter ‘95" con­
test will be at E/J’s on Julv 16th. This is 
a fundraiser-for the Pet Patrol. It you 
would like more info, call Brittany 
Paige at 7 1 0-4343 .

This week s features at the French 
Quarter are “Cyber Sex” and “Big 
City Men."

Midtown Spa his doing something 

eyes!

“Miss Saigon" tickets are still 
available. Call 629-3700.

Planning to redo your place? Stop in 
Outrageous at 9000 Richmond and 
check out their unusual furniture 
and accessories.

Bernadette Peters and the Pops will

7/31/95.
Big Bear Cleaning Service will 

clean your den... office, home, or 
apartment for a reasonable rate. 
Call Big Bear at 524-3094.

If you are interested in helping 
with “Christmas in July," call 
Don Gill (521-0911) to reserve a 
booth, or Mike at the Brazos 
River Bottom (526-9192) if you 
would like to perform in the 
show.

The Company OnStage pre­
sents “The Fantastics,” on 
stage until July 29. Call 726- 
1219 for ticket info.

Rodent Droppings
Ratrat is such a brave little 
rodent. The other morning, he 
jumped up on the table and stole a 
biscuit right off my plate, drag­
ging it across the table, drip­
ping gravy all the way to his cage! 
It was like I wasn't even silting 
there! Well, I searched the bot­
tom of his cage and found. . . '...

Dennis (Owner 611): You have a 
Rabbitt, Spot, and a Hogg work­
ing for you., sounds more like a 

petting zoo than a bar!
David Roberts: So, you received the 

“Susan Lucci” Bear of the Month 
award! Poor baby! Also, remember 
that I am the only Mrs. Roberts.

Lady Victoria Lust: I saw you at 
Pacific Street! What’s wrong, honey, 
did Mary’s run out of your favorite 
Gin?

new nickname is “Delila?" Who is 
“Sampson?" Can he be Spot-ed in 
Mont rose?

Tommie Sue (BRB): What is this 1 hear 
about you having a daytime shift and 
falling in love with a pooh bear! When 
will colors for the wedding be 
a n n o u n c e d ?

Rowdy Girls: Still being rowdy?
Lang (611): I got a news flash! You 

have been sober for how many days? 
Enquiring minds don’t believe it!

Randy (PS): Does this phrase sound 
familiar: “Oh, Baby, I put the 
music in me”?

Del (Gentry): What do you 
mean... it is a Vanilla week? 
Vanilla is not my favorite fla­
vor!

Larry Crawford (Hyde Park 
Gallery): Is that white hair on 
your chest or did your sun­
shade fall on your chest while 
you were asleep?

Marlene (Chances): So, you 
were late for your own birth­
day party!

Tom (Ripcord): So, Tom, 
What does it take to get a free t- 
shirt from you... th row-up on 
your bar?

Don Dowden (Schnauzer):

special these day! I’d tell you more, 
but you better check it with your own | 

David, why the snarl?

I w 
I &11

Nina & friends looking for phone sex.
be at the Woodlands on July 28. Call Gary Y. (Hangs at the 611): So your 
363—-3300 for ticket info.

If you haven't used the coupon in this 
issue for Bistro 224. hurry, it expires 

Who was this out-of-town-trick you 
had this past week? Did you remember 
to take plenty of Nitro?

Erotica (Jeff @ ToyBox “Sister”) 
Nice visit to Houston, huh? But, 
really, tossing your cookies at 3 out 
of 4 bars does not make the best impres­
sion!

Matt (Houston Voice): When will 
you learn that you can't drink like us 
pros! But, really, running up an $86 
bar tab with $1 beers is just a bit much! 
You better thank your friends for tak­
ing away your credit card and ID so you 
could not have any more!

Gary (Ripcord): Just be nice to Jack 
(Houston Voice) when his time 
comes!

Bill Havard (BRB): “Lust in the 
Dust” and you want to dick-er-over it?

Walt (OutPost): Having a heart 
attack just to get a ride in a ambulance?

Linda Marshall: Girl, you never 
quit! I hear you have been nominated 
to the TGRA Executive Board. Good 
luck! Hopefully you can cheer up some 
of the “not—to-pleased" members!

I have a message from JoAnn (BRB) to 
all the guys at HMBL! Thanks for the 
great time last Saturday! You guys 
r e a 11 v made m v d a v !!J

I have a special message to the dirty 
Io w-1 ife that smashed in the Co11 4 5 *s 
Troublefund box at the \cnture-N 
and stole all the donations. If \oli 
needed monc\ that bad. it better have 
been for food, housing or medicine 
and not cocktails or drugs! There are 
many organizations that can help 
you if you are in that predicament. 
But. stealing from the Coll 45 s 
t rouble fund! Just remember, what 
comes around, goes around, and in my 
opinion, the bad sluff gets back to you 
JO-foJd!

Have a great week
Huggs and kisses, ■IV/
Cuervoly n
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Noted author Chris Glaser to conduct seminars at Houston churches

Chris Glaser, noted author of four spir­
itual best sellers will be in Houston the 
weekend of July 14 through 16 to con­
duct workshops at Kingdom Commu­
nity Church, 4404 Blossom at Snover, 
lead the worship service, and auto­
graph his books. He will also conduct a 
seminar for Crossroads, an organi­
zation for gay and lesbian clergy and 
others involved in church work, in the 
Fellowship Hall of Metropolitan 
Community Church of the Resurrec­
tion, 1919 Decatur. The Crossroads 
seminar will include a light lunch and 
cover the topic “Ministry Within the 
Gay Community.**-

Glaser believes he must get ‘the word' 
out to the many gay men and lesbians who 
may wish to rekindle the faith they were 
raised on but who, like himself, may be 
uncomfortable with the religion of 
their families.

Chris Glaser received his Master’s of 
Divinity degree from Yale University 
Divinity School in 1977. He served on the 
Presbyterian Task Force to Study 
Homosexuality from 1976-78 as its 
only openly gay member. He served as the 
national Coordinator of Presbyte­
rians for Lesbian & Gay Concerns, and 
later edited More Light, the organiza­
tion’s newsletter.

From 1977 to 1987, Glaser was director 
of the Lazarus Project, a ministry of 
reconciliation between the church 
and the lesbian/gay/bisexual commu­
nity at the West Hollywood Presbyte­
rian Church in California, the first 
such ministry

Since then, he has written four best­
selling books about being gay and Chris­
tian: “Uncommon Calling," “Come 
Home!,” “Coming Out to God," and 
most recently, a 365-day meditation 
book entitled “The Word Is Out—the 
Bible Reclaimed for Lesbians and Gay 
Men."

He is a much sought after speaker, 
preacher, and leader of workshops and 
retreats throughout North America and 
in Europe. He makes his home in Atlanta 
with Mark King, an HIV/AIDS commu­
nity educator, and their dog, Calvin. 
The schedule of appearances by Chris 
Glaser in Houston is as follows:

Friday, July 14
* MINISTRY WITHIN THE GAY COM- 
MUNITY: a workshop to explore how the 
church may reach out with integrity and 
receive a positive response within the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans­
gendered community in the face of 
alienation and “church phobia" 
within this community. 11:30 A.M., 
sponsored by Crossroads, in the Fel­
lowship Hall at MCCR. 1919 Decatur. 
Lunch $5; no admission charge. Please 
call 862-7533 for information and reg­
istration. For more information 
about the Crossroads organization, 
call Rev. Johnny Peden at 681-9082. 
(While most meetings are closed, this 
special meeting is open to the public).

* THE DANCE OF SPIRITUALITY 
AND SEXUALITY: How well does our 
spirituality and sexuality dance 
together? Many of us have been mistak­
enly taught that to embrace our sexual­

ity meant rejecting our spirituality. 
But both sexuality and spirituality 
drink from the same well of Eros, that love 
that passionately draws us to another, 
whether that “other" is a lover or’God. 
Through brief presentations, spiri­
tual exercises, and group dialogue, 
noted author Chris Glaser will lead us as 
we explore the “dance." 7:00 p.m.. 
Kingdom Community Church, 4404 
Blossom.

Saturday, July 75
* UNCOMMON CALLINGS: Why did 
God make us gay?- lesbian? bisexual? 
transgendered? Who we are has shaped 
our spirituality. What is our unique 
purpose in life—our own “uncommon 
callings”—as individuals, as cou­
ples. as a community? Noted author, 
Chris Glaser will lead us as we explore 
together what God calls us to be through 
short talks, spiritual exercises, and 
group conversation. 10:00 a.m., 
Kingdom Community Church.

* COMING OUT TO GOD: Through 
Moses, God told Pharaoh to ‘ let my peo­
ple go," delivering the ancient 
Hebrews from Egyptian bondage. The 
reason? So that they might “celebrate 
a festival unto God in the wilder­
ness. The Hebrews “came out" of 
oppression so that, in turn, God could 
“come out" to them on Mount Sinai. Even 
so, God meets us in the “wilderness" 
experience of coming out. We, too, may 
“celebrate a festival,”' dancing 
with the prophetess Miriam in the joy of 
our liberation. Join noted author Chris 
Glaser as we consider our bondage, our 

freedom, and our festival in the wil­
derness. 3:00 p.m.. Kingdom Commu­
nity Church.

Sunday, July 16
* Kingdom Community Church wor­
ship service at 11:00 a.m. with Chris 
Glaser. M. Div. preaching. Sunday 
School at 10:00 a.m.

* Chris Glaser book sale and autograph 
party. Crossroads Market will be at 
Kingdom Community Church, 4404 
Blossom for sale of “Coming Out to God 
and The Word is Out " The author will be 
available to autograph your personal 
copy.

* COMING HOME—RECLAIMING 
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY: It’s 
lime to let go of former understandings 
of our faith so we may look at it again—as it 
for the first lime. As we come home to 
Jesus, he embraces us with two arms: 
scripture and tradition. In those arms 
several millennia of spiritual expe­
rience are available to us, experi­
ence that enables our homecoming to 
God as well as guides our journeys of 
faith. The Bible is about people like us: 
moving out of oppression, looking for 
God’s commonwealth, seeking jus­
tice, and on a spiritual quest for life's 
meaning. Brief talks, spiritual exer­
cises, and dialogue led by noted author 
Chris Glaser will offer new truths about 
Christian faith. 2:00 p.m. Kingdom 
Community Church.

Cal) K.C.C. at 862-7533 to reserve a seal 
for the seminars you wish to attend.

(Paid Advertisement)

ASK THE PASTOR
Q: ’’I’m hearing a lot about ’’signs and wonders.” What sig­
nificance do these works have?”

A: Bible prophecy tells us that in the last days Gust before 
Christ returns) ”God will pour out the Holy Spirit on all 
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old 
people will dream dreams, your young people will see vi­
sions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will 
pour out my Spirit in those days. I will show wonders in the 
heavens and on the earth... And everyone who calls on the

n T . D i name of Yahweh will be saved.” (Joel 2:28-32)
Jesus spoke of the Galileans who only wanted to see signs 

and wonders simply for the amazement of it. To them He said, ’’Unless you people see 
miraculous signs and wonders, you will never believe.”
The Holy Spirit has been poured out upon the earth for all to receive. It is the working 
of the Spirit of God that enables people to believe in Jesus, the Christ. The purpose of 
signs and wonders is for people to come to the knowledge that Christ has died to set 
them free. As the prophet Joel said, ’’Everyone who calls upon the name of Yahweh will 
be saved (set free).”
Many of us know that for some, even signs and wonders will not lead them to Christ. 

Jesus knew that the greatest miracle was the forgiveness of sins and the gift of eternal 
life. He demonstrated this with the paralytic. The religious legalists of the day were 
standing around watching to see what Jesus would do with this man. They were expect­
ing to see (visibly) a physical healing. Instead, Jesus spoke to the paralytic man and 
said, ’’Take heart, son, your sins are forgiven.” The people thought this was blasphemy 
because only a person of godly authority could forgive sin. Jesus used a physical (out­
ward) sign of healing to demonstrate his (inward) godly authority and power. He not 
only healed his physical body, but healed his spirit as well. To Jesus, the inner healing 
was the most significant and eternal kind of healing.
God has poured out the Holy Spirit on all flesh today for a specific reason. The signs 

and wonders are being made visible in our lives today so that some would come to know 
Jesus personally. We have been given inward authority as believer’s in Christ to give us 
assurance, confidence, and peace as to who we are. Many people in this world do not 
know what tomorrow holds for them. Many people are full of fear and worry and 
doubt. As Christians we have this beautiful treasure of God’s mighty power living in us. 
It has been housed within us to demonstrate how great God is.
A Christian who lets their light shine glorifies God and makes God look good! Our hu­
man weaknesses and frailties reflect what a great and mighty God we serve. You might 
say it is like living in a Clark Kent body but having Superman/Wonder Woman resi­
dent within you. God has given us great power not to glory in our strength, but to glory 
in what God can do with a yielded vessel. The power is made visible to all so that we 

might win some to Christ!
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ASK THE PASTOR A QUESTION, 

WRITE:REV. JANET PARKER, MARANANTHA FELLOWSHIP 

MCC, P.O. BOX 667032, HOUSTON, TX. 77266-7932

F KINGDOM
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
Catch a glimpse of the Kingdom of God 

Sunday School - 10 A.M.
Sunday Worship Service - 11 A.M. 

Wednesdays: A Course in Miracles - 
7:30 P.M.

Km Blossom at Snovci-
■y+k 713-862-7533

LLOWSHIP
t 14 Zo l iV/ 4 ryj i r

~ z, n
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Metropolitan 
Community Church

PRAISING • TEACHING 
ENCOURAGING

SUNDAY 11^
An evangelical ministry 
with celebration services 

of Praise, Prayer and 
Study of God's word.

Bible Class: 10am

3400 Montrose, Suite 600 
(Handicap accessible) 

(Montrose at Hawthorne)
For info, on weekly home groups, call

. 528-6756 .

COMMUNITY 
GOSPEL CHURCH 
501 E. 18th at Columbia • Houston, Texas

Services:

* Sun. •11:00 A.M. 
PRAISE & WORSHIP

7:0^M.
EVENING SERVICE

Thurs • 7:30 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE
* Spanish translation available 

for Sunday AM Service
Pastor - Chris Chiles 

(713) 880-9235
“A Church Built On Love”

1307H Yale

Gay & Lesbian Catholics & friends

Celebrating 21 Years -
Houston's oldest lesbian/gay/ 

bisexual religious organization 

do)n.L Qaitli (S’ dommunitij!

Mass Saturday 7:30 p.m. 
Communion Service 

Sunday 5:30 p.m.

We offer the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
upon request before or after Mass.

880-2872
Inclusive Liturgy 
celebrated.
iTodos bienvenidos’
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TIT’s Tenth
The Tenth Annual Texas Invitational 
Bowling Tournament has concluded 
and was the most successful to date. 
One Hundred and ninety-two gay and 
lesbian bowlers from all across Amer­
ica gathered to celebrate sports and 
unity. $5,000 was raised and donated to 
Casa De Esperanza, The Milam House. 
The Lesbian Health Initiative and 
the PWA Coalition.

Houston bowler Jim Crary won the 
singles event. Jim Putnam from Dal­
las came in second and Chris Giddens 
from Oklahoma City placed third. Mar- 
cie Shaw from Dallas came in fourth and 
Catherine Taylor from Austin 
placed fifth. First place doubles was 
won by Houston bowlers Kenny Har­
mon and Del Fullen with Jim Crary and 
Scott Garrison placing second. 
Third place was won by Rick Hufler from 
Dallas and Ross Nagata from Hawaii. 
Peri Cain and Dana Kring placed fourth 
(Houston) and Jesse Negrette and 
Branch Knieff placed fifth (Ft. 
Worth). Houston Teams swept the Team 
event with First place going to “It’s Too 
Early”—Loriann Bender. Jenny 
Bouska, Dwayne Pavelka and Dan 
Jackson. Second place was taken by 
“Duck Sausage”—Ron Bayer, Bob 
Warren, Don Housen and Bob David­
son. Third place went to “Positive 
Ions in Search of Plastic Fish—Lyn 
Vannoy, Randy Gooch, Tom O'Dell and 
Terry Long (currently from Billings. 1 
Mont.). The top three All Events was । 
taken by Houston bowlers Jim Crary. 
George Walker and Judy Hatfield. 
Catherine Taylor of Austin and Ross । 
Nagata of Hawaii took forth and fifth.

The Awards banquet was held at the i 
Marriott West Loop hotel and the dona- I 
lions were made to the charities at that 
time. Tournament Co-Directors. 
Andrea Black and Tom O’Dell, praised 
their committee members for exceed­
ing all goals and expectations and eve­
rybody is looking forward to begin­
ning work on T.I.T. 96—the Eleventh!

That’s A Wrap!
The Montrose Softball League (MSL) 
ended its season play on Sunday, June 
18 and 25 with a lot of rain and unpredic- I 
ted results.

In the Competitive Division, the 
Houston Voice defeated the Briar 
Patch 7-5, placing them and the Mon­
trose Inn in the loser’s bracket, having 
lost to the Montrose Mining Company 
Texans 9-7. The Texans also defeated 
the Voice 15-7. Briar Patch then 
defeated the Inn 4-1 and beat the Voice to 
set up a final game between them and the 
Texans. Briar Patch won the first game 
by forfeit, but lost to the Texans in the 
second game 8-1. The final standings 
for the Competitive Division are as 
f o Hows:

* 1st Place-Montrose Mining Com­
pany Texans

* 2nd Place-Briar Patch
* 3rd PI ace-Ho us ton Voice
* 4th Place Montrose Inn
In Recreational Division 1, Pacific 

Street beat J.R.'s Fighting Flamin­
gos 1-1 to secure 1st place in their divi­
sion. A home run by T Goodman helped 
Pacific Street’s cause with excellent 
hitting by the entire team. J.R. s put a 
stronghold on 2nd Place as they came 
back to defeat ‘the Travelers 1 1-7. The 
Travelers also lost to Rich’s Prime 1 1- 
2 but held on to 3rd Place as Rich’s set­
tled for 4th. Recreational Division 
11 had only one game played as the heav­
ens opened up and the rains fell in buck­
ets. The Montrose Counseling Cen­
ter Auntie Depressants defeated Pos­
itively Brazos River Bottom to finish 
their division in 1st Place. Gentry 
GAPS finished in 2nd. with Posi­
tively BRB and Chez E.J.’s ended their 
seasons in 3rd and 4th place, respec­
tively. Representing MSL in Seattle 
at the World Series in August will be the 
Texans in Division A. the Houston 
Voice in Division B and J.R.’s in Divi­
sion C. Best of luck to all of our players 
as we know you'll all make us proud!

If you desire more information con­
cerning MSL. please call the league's 
voice mail at 867-391 3.

Gay Ice Skating
The next monthly Montrose Ice Picks 
ice skating night is Thursday, July 13 
at the Galleria Ice Rink, 5015 Westhe- 
imer. The cost is $5 plus $2 for skates and 
the session runs from 8:00-10:00 p.m. 
For more information, or to get on the 
free mailing list, call Angel at 629- 
1432.

MINt IT i- Mm
SHORT AND SEXY FICTION ABOUT A VERY FORBIDDEN FANTASY

edited by Pat Califia
Twenty erotic writers explore the toboo territory of 
daddy fantasies, with stories about goy mole leather 
daddies, dyke daddies, submissive daddies, a father 

figure with o religious vocation, and o dozen other 

variations. Includes stories by John Preston, Carol 

Queen, Jon Shaffer, and Wickie Stomps.

~~ DOIMC IT FOR DADDY
edited by Pqt Oeliffa
$9.95 in bookriorti,

or return thi« ad with $11.00 (pottpaid) to order by mail.

name: _________________________ _______________________
address:____________________________
Htv state: zip:

PAT CALIFlA, editor

about a very forbidden fantasy

IT FOR JDaddy
Short and sexy fiction

ALYSON PUBLICATIONS Dept. P-5, 40 Plympton St., Boston, MA 02118

• JACUZZI • PRIVATE DRESSING ROOMS • OUTDOOR POOL

713HOUSTON. TEXAS

ARE

a

□0

- ............. ........... -.... -
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WHAT

• SHOWERS • LARGE OUTDOOR SUNDECK • VIDEO ROOMS
• LOCKERS • FITNESS INSTRUCTOR •FREE WEIGHTS
• NAUTILUS • SPECIALS WEEKLY • TANNING BED
• DRY SAUNA • MASSAGE THERAPY • STEAM BATH

YOUR COMPLETE ENTERTAINMENT I
PHYSICAL FITNESS COMPLEX;

24 HOURS A DAY ♦ 365 DAYS A YEAR
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BRUCE

NEEDS

-------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- --

(713) 741-0671

MEDICAL CENTER CREMATION
Escort

GERALD (JERRY) SHAW 11205 South Main, #114
Funeral Director / Embalmer Houston, TX 77025

STRESSED OUT?
You owe yourself a

Relaxing Massage
Southeast Massage Therapy

645-5252
"Just off the Gulf Fwy at Park Place" 

Mark Gartner, RMT# TR8905

Use for Special Parties or Events, 
Sales Promotions, Gifts

CUSTOM

T-Shirts
ONE or ONE HUNDRED

Your image in FULL COLOR on 
Premium-Weight Fruit of the Loom 

100% Cotton White T-Shirts 
or Tank Tops 

2-day turnaround
We can reproduce your logo, color photo 

or slide, or computer disk image

$9.50 each
INITIAL SET-UP CHARGE: $20

Photos on Shirts
(713) 529-2325

BILL CLAIRE FAMILY MORTUARY

• Complete Funeral > Pre-Arranged Services
• In-Homi Services • Pre-Nted Insurance

• All Insurance Policies Honored

Private Cremation
$475 Complete

One and Concern fur the Family

522-9030
2603 Southmore • Houston • 77004

Cooper
TIRES

J a 1307 FAIRVIEWft (3 blocks West of Montrose)

(713) 529-1414

THClfftffPtACCuc
• Alignment /

• Brakes

HELP WANTED, 
PART-TIME

Local Charity Conducing 3-month 
Study of Houston Area HIV+ 

Services

Need Part-Timer To Help Design
Survey, Interview Providers And 

Compile Results.

Flexible schedule / Hourly wage 
People skills a must 

Computer skills a plus

Send Resume To:
MCCF - PROJECT

1436 W. Gray, #361
Houston, TX 77019

(713) 520-0206
(800) 357-1228

Clean ■ Convenient
Basic

Walk to 13 gay bars, including Mary’s, 
Mining Company, Ripcord, Pacific 

Street, J.R.’s, Heaven, The 611
Short taxi to Venture-N, Club Houston,
E/J’s, Brazos River Bottom, Midtowne 

Spa, Rich’s, others
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Private comfortable rooms with 
TV, VCR, phone

Free Laundry
Free Local Calls

Free Parking

Most Rooms $49

408 Avondale

“A Great Place 
to Stay!”

A Bed & Breakfast for 
Gay Men

Houston, TX 77006

iQRAD DUREN, M.D
1213 Hermann Dr., Suite 430 

(713) 520-0653

Internal medical practice 
offering discreet confidential 

care to the community, 
including HIV/AIDS 

diagnostics & theraputics

^HEALTHCARE FROM THE HEART
Anonymous Testing & Counseling 

Major Credit & Personal Checks Accepted 
Insurance with Qualification 

Medicare

and Jacuzzi. Availabl 
g Continental, Harlinge

(210) 761-5953
FAX (210) 761-4288 

We accept Visa/MasterC

WRITE 
OR CALL 

FOR 
BROCHURE

Monday - Thursday
S49.50-iax per night for 2

Friday - Saturday - Sunday
2 nights - 2 people S125-iax

Suites Available Up to 4 peopleA Guesthouse
Newly remodeled 15-room paradise in the 

heart- of bwutiful South Padre Island — only 
500 feet from the Gulf of Mexico. All rooms 

have A/C, cable TV, private bath, and continent 
breakfast is served daily. Heated swimming poc 

and Jacuzzi. Available airports, Brownsville - 
:n - Southwest, American

a 120 E. Atol Street
X P.O. Box 2309

South Padre Island, 
Texas 78597

2 Doz. Long stem roses $19.99 
fill topiaries 20% off
Plants - day pots - on sale!

Worldwide Delivery 
Floral arrangements for all occasions 
FTP Wire Service and local delivery

Fresh Cut Howers Terra Cotta Pottery 
Becking Plants Topiary Animals 
Tropical Plants Hanging Baskets 

Vases, Cards, Gift Ideas & more
812 Westheimer (near Montrose Boulevard)
(713)529-6050 _

FREE COLOR BROCHURE

□J:

Explore the Pleasures 
of International Travel
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Odysseus ‘96 advertising 
Call us now: 1-800-257-5344

115,000 cofuei

ODYSSEUS Publishing & Travel 
PO Box 1548. Port-Washington NY 11050 
Tel: (516) 944-5330 • Fax: (516) 944-7540

Gay Resorts, 
Hotel reservations call: 

800-257-5344 
MYKONOS • SANTORINI 
IBIZA • SITGES • GRAN 

CANARIA • EUROPEAN CITY 
BREAKS • ISRAEL • JORDAN 

EGYPT • TURKEY
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Workers, others say ‘power 
politics’ at agency disruptive
(Continued from Page 15)

—People who complain about things 
to their supervisors about things 
they believe are not quite right with the 
clinic and its administration have 
been summarily terminated. Peo­
ple who have fired from paid staff posi­
tions are not allowed to volunteer 
with the Clinic, even if they have done 
so for many years.

—While some new services have been 
added at the Clinic, others have been 
dropped, among them, the pharmacy 
program that was touted as an alter­
native to the pharmacy at the Harris 
County Hospital Clinic’s Thomas 
Street Health Center.

—Clients have come into the clinic, 
paid a $40 fee, then been referred to a 
private physician's office for pro­
cedures available at the clinic, 
because no one was available to per­
form the procedure.

Jimi Dunn, a five-year employee who 
before that had developed a long his­
tory as a clinic volunteer, said he still 
isn’t sure exactly why he was fired 
after a promotion moved him to the 
research wing last year. Dunn, who 
started working for the agency in 
1990, worked in STD screening and, 
later, the Next Step education pro­
gram, where he hoped to move up to 
instructor. He said the move to 
research took him away from working 
with the patients, which he enjoyed, 
but resulted from a promotion that he 
had asked for. So he welcomed a no 
adapted to his new job as a database 

physician at the Montrose Clinic, 
said he was told that he could no longer 
see patients at the Clinic, after volun­
teering his services there for five 
years. Dickerson said Harrison told 
him that the agency’s malpractice 
insurance required that only licensed 
physicians perform some of the 
functions he previously had done.

Dickerson said it is common prac­
tice for physician’s assistants to 
volunteer their services at clinics, 
as they work under the license of their 
physician employer. And the Clinic, 
he added, often now is left to operate 
without a physician, registered 
nurse or physician's assistant 
available at all.

As well, Dickerson said he has 
received complaints from patients 
about cold, impersonal service at the 
clinic, long waits for those without 
(recently implemented) appoint­
ments or having to return on another 
day after waiting. “I’ve had some of 
our patients tell me they’d almost 
rather go to the Thomas Street 
Clinic...now that’s pretty bad!’’

Diane Fort, a registered nurse who 
had been in charge of supervising 
clinic sessions until she was fired last 
month, said local doctors' interest 
in volunteering at the clinic has 
dwindled since the problems sur­
faced—mostly, according to Fort, 
since the move to the new building. 
“When I first started there, there was a 
physician there almost every 
night,” she said. By the lime she left. 
Fort said she observed that volun- 
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supervisor at HCRN, collecting 
information for Am FAR about 
patient monitoring.

In the spring of 1994, Dunn said he was 
asked to set up an audit program 
matching records in doctors 
offices to those patient records in the 
computer. In July, 1994, he was asked 
by his supervisor to intensify the 
effort. Dunn said he found numerous 
discrepancies, which he corrected 
and reported on form. But he noticed 
something else, as well. “After I 
started the audit program, I would 
notice every now and then that some­
thing I had corrected had been 
changed back to the mistake.” For 
each mistake, he said he followed the 
required procedure and turned in a 
report form. “I was doing exactly what 
I was told I was to do.”

In late July, he was fired. “They said 
there were too many mistakes.

After he was terminated, Dunn vol­
unteered to work at night in the clinic 
as an STD screener. He was allowed to 
by the STD staff, but later, his former 
supervisor, James Harrison, told 
the staff that a fired employee could not 
volunteer.

Dickerson, a physician's assist­
ant who works for Dr. Patsy Salvato, a 
member of the board and volunteer

leers, in general, appeared to be get­
ting “burnt out.”

So, she said, were the staff, as seem­
ingly less and less attention was paid 
to the evening clinic sessions and as 
employees were transferred out of 
the floor clinic into other areas.

The two staff members still employed 
by the Clinic said a shortage of quali­
fied staff has led to a diminishing of 
the quality of client care at the clinic. 
“There are several people who are 
upset, but they are all keeping very 
quiet” for fear of losing their own 
jobs, they said.

The employees said they were more 
concerned about the Clinic’s repu­
tation than the personalities or 
politics involved in the termina­
tions. Some of the firings, said one, 
could conceivably have been justi­
fied for reasons not related to the 
administrative disputes.

Still, they said, the “power poli­
tics” they claim now overwhelm the 
clinic's existence have led to real 
problems. “There are things that 
need to be corrected,” said one. “In 
my opinion, we are moving away from 
what the Clinic was set up to be. We are 
no longer the great community­
based service that Thomas Audette 
envisio ned.

The Houston Voice welcomes well-written, insightful and to-the-point 
commentaries for our opinion/editorial pages. We also welcome "counterpoint” 
articles that represent a different view on the issues approached in articles we 
have already run. We reserve the right to edit for length, format and clarity. 

The views expressed in guest commentaries and letters to the editor published 
in the Houston Voice are those of the writers. We seek to provide a 

broad-based forum which reflects the varying points of view of our rich and 
diverse community. Selection for publication is at our discretion. Send articles 
to: The Houston Voice, Attn.: Editor, 811 Westheimer, Houston, TX 77006, or. 

fax to 713-529-9531.

IT’S NEAR!

WE RE BETTER!

GET READY?!
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CLASSIFIEDS
To advertise in the Houston Voice 
Classifieds call (713) 529-8490 or 
(800) 729-8490 if not in Houston. 
Office hours are 9:00 a m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday

ANNOUNCEMENTS

STUDIO 911 - A HAIR SALON
Don Gill-(713) 521 -0911 -77006

APARTMENT 
WANTED
Special apartment w/character, light, 
convenience, fair price and good location. 
Mature SGM, trustworthy w/references. 
Call Jack at the HOUSTON VOICE 
529-8490

BEAUTY AIDES
Call your MARY KAY representative 
today. Jamie (713) 869-6169

DATELINE
MEET ELIGIBLE GAYS THE SAFE WAY 
Call the alternative dateline!! Private 
screenings. 1-900-988-8700, ext. 2205. 
$2.99/min., 18+, 24 hrs., T-tone req.
Procall (602) 934-7420

HEALTH/FITNESS

worked with food and can take the 
pressure of a fast paced, customer 
oriented deli in Historic Heights. We 
provide excellent hours and working 
atmosphere. Call Doug or Walter at 864- 
3354 for an appointment CARTER & 
COOLEY COMPANY.

The CLUB HOUSTON now accepting 
applications for all positions. Apply in 
person. Mon. - Thurs., 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
2205 Fannin 

WANTED: “HOUSE BOY" I need regular 
part-time help for general household 
chores, experienced in minor repairs and 
yard maintenance. In Montrose.
(713) 529-5993 

Progressive hair salon in River Oaks 
seeks stylist w/ some clientele to join our 
team. (713) 522-7866 

Experienced sales person needed. 
Salary plus commision. Must be 
bilingual; computer literate helpful. 
Cheryl’s Clocks and Gifts. (713) 960- 
1485

WORK WANTED
HONEY DO

Anything’s easier with help. Call me and 
make your chores easier-two hours to 
full time-it’s your life, make it easier. 
Reasonable and References, too. Ray - 
VoiceMail (713) 603-7586

LICENSED 
MASSAGE

instructions. Gain 1” to 3”. Permanent, 
safe. Enhance erection. Free brochures. 
Dr. Joel Kaplan (312) 409-5557.
Latest surgical/non-surgical enlargement 
information: 1-900-976-PUMP ($2.95/min)

ONLINE SERVICES
Southern Hospitality BBS 

"Where Friendships Begin" 
Modem (713) 522-1515 
Helpline (713) 522-3747

PET CARE
When they’re away let them know their 
pefs ok! Advertise your business here. 
Call 529-8490

ROOMMATE
WANTED
Share 3 bedroom home near the 
Astrodome. Privacy - all extras.
(713) 668-8241

Share 2br/1ba house in the Heights. 
$295/month + utilities. Comfortable, 
reasonable. Call Mike at 862-9775

SERVICES
A & B Defensive Driving. Now serving 
the community. Call 942-2599 (CO116) 

BIG MO’S - Providing dates, escorts, 
models & dancers 526-6969 

Professional Personal Trainer. 12 yrs. 
body building experience. Practitioner/ 
Instructor of yoga, biofeedback and 
autogenics. Bobby Woods 
772-6160 (voice mail) 978-0844 (pager)

GET REALXED
GET MASSAGED 

529-8808 - 603-5568 (pager) 
(MT #010270)

KINKY CONNECTIONS IS HERE!
Leather, bondage, fetishes of all kinds!
Infoline (713) 802-9371, code 100#.

VIDEO TAPING

HELP WANTED
DELI HELP

Are you working in a dead-end 
environment? Come work with winners. 
We are expanding and looking for you, if 
you have a positive personality, have 

MEN’S 
RESOURCES
PENIS-NIPPLE ENLARGEMENT
Professional vacuum pumps with 

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Rates:

For 1 issue - .75 per word/$4.00 additional for a BOLD 
headline.

For 3+ issues - .65 per word/$3.25 additional for a BOLD 
headline.
Deadline: Deadline for placing a classified ad in the HOUSTON 
VOICE is noon Tuesday prior to publication. No credit or billing 
services are offered on Classified advertising.
Classified Orders: Complete this form and mail it along with 
your classified ad to the HOUSTON VOICE, 811 Westheimer, 
#105, Houston, TX 77006.

Category

Name

Address

City State  

Phone (day) 

Zip 

BEST VIDEO SERVICE. $40.00 per 
hour. All occasions. Monday Special 
$25/hr! Call Johnny Johnston 
(713) 529-2125

MODELS AND 
ESCORTS

HOT, HAIRY, HEALTHY 
TOTAL RELAXATION 
ERIC-(713) 666-9373 

Hot, extremely handsome hispanic guy. 
Great hard body with washboard abs. 
Nice chest, arms and bubble-but! Great 
face! Amilcar(A- meal-car) (713) 521-1506 
or 762-6645 (pgr). 

CALL AND LET THIS GORGEOUS 
WELL-DEFINED, BI-SEXUAL BLACK 
MALE make you fantasies come true and 
put you mentally in a spell! Dominique, 
(713) 523-69XL. 24hrs

The Texas Puzzle solution
c 1995 GULF FEATURES. Puzzle TXS133 
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Task force: 
offer 
companies 
incentives to 
rescue new 
AIDS drugs
By LAURAN NEERGAARD

FOR THE HOUSTON VOICE

WASHINGTON, Friday, June 30 (AP)— 
Drug companies need tax credits and 
protection against competition if 
they're going to jump-start development 
of new medicines for AIDS, a federal task 
force says.

The industry anticipates so few profits 
that they’re rapidly abandoning 
research on new AIDS drugs, the National 
Task Force on AIDS Drug Development 
concluded Thursday. Beyond a new class 
of drugs called protease inhibitors that 
now are in clinical trials, the pipeline is 
mostly bare, it said.

“This is a major threat,” said Peter Sta­
ley of the activist Treatment Action 
Group. Not just cash-strapped small firms, 
but “larger companies simply are drop­
ping AIDS when they do economic calcu­
lations of what research to pursue,” he 
said.

Companies can’t spend millions 
researching AIDS drugs that don’t make a 
big profit when both federal and Wall 
Street drug investment is plummeting, 
said Dr. Daniel Both of Cell Genesys Inc.

Beyond protease inhibitors, “the 
future appears considerably more 
uncertain,” Both told the task force. 
“The investment environment is chilly 
to hostile with respect to investing in 
AIDS drugs.”

The task force, composed of patients, 
drug makers and government and pri­
vate scientists, spent a year studying 
how to speed development of new AIDS 
drugs. Currently, there are only tour.

Thursday, the panel forwarded recom­
mendations to the Clinton administra­
tion. Topping the list:—Offer a 50 per­
cent tax credit for all clinical research 
into potential HIV-AIDS drugs.—Give 
several years of market exclusivity to 
all HIV and AIDS treatments. AIDS drugs 
once automatically got seven years of 
exclusivity under a law that pushes treat­
ments for rare diseases, but too many 
Americans now have AIDS tor those drugs 
to qualify any longer as orphan dis­
ease’’ therapies. — Add an extra six 
months of exclusivity for drugs that are 
prepared in special infant formula­
tions and are proved safe. Most AIDS drugs 
have a “lousy” track record of being 
studied for their effects in children, said 
Food and Drug Administration Com­
missioner David Kessler.—Also offer a 
50 percent tax credit for studying addi­
tional uses for approved AIDS drugs, 
something manufacturers rarely do 
because doctors on their own prescribe 
drugs in new, unapproved ways.

That means, for example, that a drug 
approved as a last hope for patients who 
have failed all other alternatives even­
tually is used as a first-line treatment, 
without proof that it's good enough to 
replace standard therapy.

The financial incentives would require 
legislation to enact. Health and Human 
Services Secretary Donna Shalala will 
decide whether to pursue them.

The task force also won a pledge from the 
FDA to put in writing exactly when it will 
approve a drug based on just one test in 
humans.

The agency normally requires more data, 
but has made exceptions for drugs to treat 
life-threatening diseases. But so few 
companies know this exception exists— 
and consequently spend valuable time 
pursuing more trials—that the FDA 
promised to issue guidelines.

-We can commit certainly to ... one trial 
for serious and life-threatening dis­
eases,” Kessler said. “But I’m not sure 
I'm ready to commit co do it for every­
thing .”
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RECPES BY THE WRY KIDD

Preheat oven to 350 degrees

UNTIL NEXT WE EAT!

KUNTRY KIDD
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SCHOOL'S OUT

£21state:

by Dan Woog

12
13
15
16

in this case
69 noun 
suffix for 
action or 
practice
70 merited

School’s 
Out

to Houston, 
abbrev.
22 prepare 
24 Texas 
county with 
Tahoka as 
seat (also 
a

18 place, abbrev.
19 one who 
makes bell-like sounds
20 they have the 
first publicly support­
ed school of high­
er learning in Texas
21 direction Galveston

The hifmd of Gey md Lesbos hum 
on Ameocifs Sdnds

By Henry McClurg 
ACROSS
1 small fragment
5 the male be­
ing referred to
6 U.S. president while 
Jeff Davis was Con­
federate president, ini­
tials ("The best way 
to get a bad law 
repealed is to en­
force it strictly ")
7 what this puz­
zle is printed with

Transfer the seafood mixture to the partially baked pie shell and bake in the 350 
degree oven for 20 minutes. Sprinkle with the almonds and the remaining 1/4 cup Cheddar 
cheese. Bake for 10 minutes more. Let the pie stand for 5 minutes before cutting it into wedges.

In a large skillet, melt the butter or margarine. Add the green sweet pepper, green 
onion, celery and mushrooms. Cook and stir until the vegetables are tender, but not brown. 
Remove from heat.

To partially bake a pie shell, press a double thickness of foil into a pastry-lined 9-inch 
pie plate. Bake in a 450 degree oven for 8 minutes. Remove the foil and bake for 4 to 5 minutes 
more or until the pie crust is set and dry. (Using the foil prevents the pie shell from puffing up as 
it bakes.)

Coarsely chop the artichoke hearts. Add the artichoke hearts, crab meat, shrimp, 3/4 
cup of the Cheddar cheese, the Parmesan cheese, mayonnaise, lemon juice, Worcestershire 
sauce, bottled hot pepper sauce, egg and water chestnuts, if using, to the skillet. Stir well to 
combine.

by Dan Woog
$11.95 in bookstores, or return this ad with $13.00 

(postpaid) to order by mail.

40
-------- swerves, 

changes 
course
42 what columnist 
Molly Ivins calls 
Gov. George Bush
45 Roman nu­
meral for 2000
46 barely acceptable
48 Iran
49 German-born 
American theoretical 
physicist Enstein, ini­
tials ("God is clever, 
but not dishonest.")
50 having ears
53 vertebrate an­
imal like us
54 distinguished by
55 site of the Texas 
State Fair, the larg­
est of state fairs 
57 symbol for iridium, 
a hard, brittle ele­
ment used in high- 
temperature materials
59 state with Augus­
ta as capital, abbrev.
60 river that forms 
much of Texas’ bor­
der with Louisiana
63 state with 
haw t home as of­
ficial flower, abbrev.
64 astrological sign
65 long-eared animals 
related to the horse
66 overshoe, singular

name of 
city near Boston) 
26 whether 
28 particular 
cereal grasses
31 20th century 
American jurist War­
ren, chief justice of 
U.S. Supreme Court 
who just died, initials 
(’It is the spirit and 
not the form of 
law that keeps 
justice alive ")
32 19th century 
Scottish essayist Ste­
venson, initials (’Quiet 
minds cannot be per­
plexed or frightened 
but go on in fortune 
or misfortune at their 
own private pace, 
like a clock dur­
ing a thunderstorm ")
33 screech, shriek

loathing
71 another 
word for 
enterprise, 
abbrev.
72 female kin -------
73 Roman nu­
meral for 11
74 American-born 
English critic & au­
thor Biot, initials (’Com­
plete equality means 
universal irre­
sponsibility")
76 male swine
DOWN
1 mountain range 
in Big Bend 
National Park
2 restore
3 pa’s mate
4 Texas state flower
8 town near 
Fort Hood

because 
bathroom 
over
propelled

through water
17 irksome or boring

GALAXY GAYZER
A HOUSTON VOICE EXCLUSIVE

■

What! Another fish recipe? You got it! This is another I recently tried and 
thought it was pretty good. It’s a little more work than last week’s recipe, but it was 
pretty good. The biggest job with this recipe is having to peel the shrimp. You see, 
cheated and bought a frozen pie shell, so that made things a lot easier. .

LEO (July 24 
others to friends and co-workers. Even though you really mean no harm, you may be 
getting a reputation of not being able to hold a secret and trying to get ahead at the ex­
pense of others’ misfortune. Strongly recommend the old adage that if you are unable 
to say anything nice about a person, say nothing. Bite your tongue and be not the first 

to cast the first stone.
VIRGO (Aug 23 - Sept 23) There is the likelihood someone very attractive and interest­

ing will be making your acquaintance. As in the excellent movie, "Fatal Attraction", this 
new friendship may turn out to be a real problem for you and cost a sizable amount of 
money. I am unable to tell at this time the gender of the person, but the person will be 
somewhat younger than you are and appear as a very innocent individual. You know— 

the kind that would never hurt a fly. Stay clear of this person.
LIBRA (Sept 24 - Oct 23) You are old enough to begin giving greater direction to your 

career and current job. You are no longer a 21-year-old "twinkie", and need to stop 
looking for a sugar daddy to sweep you off of your feet and to provide you with your 
life. While returning to school is the most assured way to better your career, you have 
the talent and experience to get your employment headed upward again. Look to in­

crease your productivity and look around for things that need to be done, and do them 

well before being told to do something.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22) This quarter of the year will be an excellent time to make 

plans for a special vacation, especially if it involves some long journeys. You have al­
ways wanted to take a nice holiday trip, and this summer is perfect for both the plan­
ning and the actual trip. Be careful about taking another person along with you, unless 
they are your spouse or a special Family member. A good portion of the pleasure of this 

trip will be the privacy and freedom of traveling alone.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 21) Watch you credit card charges this month, as you 

should have a goal of paying off your credit balance due by the end of this calendar 
year. Enough of the high interest charges. Consider getting rid of all but one credit card, 
and that would be the one with the lowest interest rate. Happiness is going to bed at 
night with someone special by your side and having paid off your cards. Sort through 

your closet to locate some treasures you could turn into cash with a garage sale.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 20) Be more willing to assist co-workers with team- type 

projects. You have the basic personality and job skills to make it very evident to your 
boss where the leadership is coming from. Watch out for placing too much emphasis on 
health symptoms among the period of the full moon of the 12th of this month. Your hy­

pochondriac tendencies will be at a high level at that time.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19) Take advantage of your decorative skills this month and 

look about your living quarters to see where a bit of color, fresh painting, and some 
landscaping will give a wonderful new look both inside and out. Try a different appear­
ance than you normally do, mixing contrasting patterns for a change. Look at some of 
the resale shops for very usable but inexpensive items. When completed, please give 

me a call to come over and look at the finish project.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20) Take advantage of your love for children and pets by be­

coming involved with both groups in a volunteer way. Teaching Sunday School, helping 
in a day care center, or joining the fine members of the Pet Patrol are several ideas. Let 
your friends who have pets know of your willingness to care for the animals when the 
owners are on a vacation or in the hospital. And I shall give to you a telephone call for 

help the next time our cats need a flea bath.
ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) Look into corresponding with family members you have not 

heard from recently. They would appreciate a letter or a telephone call from you. And 
for a special treat, enclose a current photograph of yourself. This is an excellent way to 
let them know that all is going well with you from a health standpoint. This is also a 
perfect time to patch up any old misunderstandings. As you know, there are at least 

two sides to every situation.
TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21) Your new possession is quite spectacular, wonderful. Just 

the thing for summer trips and travel about the area. You continue to do well in another 
important area of your life, not perfect certainly, but you are making progress. Know 
that you have a lot of friends encouraging you. Heard about your sideline of trimming 
hair and being a fashion consultant. The results look great.
GEMINI (May 22 - June 21) The last two weeks have been very stressful for you. So 

much so, that you were close to an emotional shut down. The secret is to find time to 
isolate yourself from distractions and be sure to take care of and to satisfy your per­
sonal, social, physical and sexual needs. Unless you do the latter, you will not be able 
to help the very friends who are counting upon your valued assistance. For relaxation 
and a great meal, try the excellent recipe in this week's issue of the HOUSTON VOICE 

by the Kuntry Kidd. I have enjoyed this entree and it is wonderful.

Seafood Pie
2 Tbsp butter or margarine
1/4 c. chopped green sweet pepper
1/4 c. sliced green onion
1/4 c. chopped celery
1 4-1/2 ounce jar sliced mushrooms, drained (I used fresh)
1 10-ounce package frozen artichoke hearts, thawed (I used from a jar)
8 ounces lump crab meat (I used the artificial crab meat - cheaper)
8 ounces shrimp, cooked and peeled
1 c. shredded Cheddar cheese (4 ounces)
1/4 c. grated parmesan cheese
1/4 c. mayonnaise
1 Tbsp lemon juice
1 Tsp Worcestershire sauce
Several dashes bottled hot pepper sauce
1 egg, beaten
1 8-ounce can sliced water chestnuts, drained (optional)
1 9-inch deep-dish pie shell, partially baked
1/4 c. slivered almonds

48 move 
— around

51 Associate in 
Arts, abbrev.

52 not Anton­
io, not Francisco 
56 interjection 
for attention
58 Texas has 
250,000 miles 
of these
61 Turkish title of 
honor & respect
62 exists
65 interjection for 
both delight and pain
67 Roman nu­
meral for 52
68 entertainers Mac- 
Laine, Martin or the 
late McQueen, initials 
71 Roman nu­
meral for 101
73 known as 'The 
Big X,' famed 60’s 
Mexican radio station 
that featured Wolf­
man Jack, broad­
cast from hotel 
in Del Rio, Texas 
75 initials of group 
which assists during 
emergencies, found­
ed 1865 by 
reformer William 
'General' Booth
Solution else­
where this issue 
c 1095 GULF FEA­
TURES. PUZZLE TXS133

seat (oh, you'll 
never get this one)
40 treaty giv­
ing Texas inde­
pendence from Mexico
41 unharmed
43 owned
44 10 decibels 

45 title 
for a 
married 
woman 
47 one of 
Texas 1st 
2 U.S. 
senators, 
2 words

SCHOOL'S OUT
by Dan Woog

America's schools are filled with gay men and lesbians: 
students, teachers, principals, coaches, and counselors 
who face enormous challenges each day. Journalist 
Dan Woog interviewed nearly three hundred people in 
this timely exploration of the the people, places, and 
programs that make the 1990s such a crucial decade 
in American education.

HOROSCOPE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 7 -13, 1995
HOUSTON VOICE readers born this week share it with famous star 

Jack Wrangler. That is porn star, born in 1946, Jack has survived the 
would of porno flicks, in which the rate of turnover is unusually high. The 
camera loves him and he loves the camera, and himself, in uninhibited 
return.

CANCER ( June 22 - July 23) This month is one in which to build 
extra confidence in yourself. Others will see this new poise and self- 
assurance as an outward sign of increased skill in the work place, 
being on top of things in the social world and as an overall boost in 
your productivity. Do not be afraid to try new assignments at the of­
fice, and follow up with a review and attention to detail to make 

sure that all the i's are dotted and the t's are crossed.
August 22) Watch your tendency to gossip and relay information about

76

9 confiscate
10 nocturnal 
bird of prey
11 shut out 
14 most lax 
18 Texas 
state tree
22 William, Eng­
lish Quaker colonizer
23 swallow greedily
25 19th-20th centu­
ry author Wells, in­
itials ('Humanity ei­
ther makes, or 
breeds, or tolerates 
all its afflictions.")
26 anger
27 obsolete name 
for a stenographer 
29 Ex-Gov. 
Richards' hair
301983 movie filmed 
in Houston starring 
Shrley MacLaine, Jack 
Nicholson, 3 words 
35 Roman nu­
meral for 1002
37 20th century 
American journalist 
Lippmam, initials ('The 
final test of a lead­
er is that he leaves 
behind him in oth­
er men the con­
viction and the 
will to carry on")
38 Prince Bismarck, 
creator of the Ger­
man Empire, 1871; 
a Preminger, Austrian- 
born Ameri­
can producer
39 symbol for 
chemical element tin

THE TEXA S PUZZLE EE¥
Includes Clues About Texas, Current Events & Standard Crossword Clues with Mertzon as

67

® 6

name:

address:

dty:

Alyson Publications, Dept. P-5,
40 Plympton St., Boston, MA 02118

19
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Can't Always Find 
Your Copy Of The 
HOUSTON VOICE

■ 
Subscribe 

(713) 529-8490

There's no charge to leave a greeting:

1 -800-326-MEET
To pkk-up yow private responses or browse:

1 -900-933-4256
ffiujs wte -i- :■$-5-3WS life

fOR WOMtf ONLY

HOT FANTASIES / 2 STUDS NOW 215-474-
2848.18 & over only. Its The Maximum.

SEX TALK MEETINGS WITH MEN. Mature 
adults 18 and over only! 1-800-815-6672.

SPECIAL INTERESTS YOU KNOW EXACT
LY WHAT WE MEAN! 212-339-8731.
ADULTS 18 AND OVER ONLY.

ALL STAR MALE CALL SERVICE. Find out 
how - Men 24 hours. NO CREDIT CARD 
1-800-934-0132 Strictly 18+. Rated 4 Stars.

PRIVATE SESSIONS. HOT PHONE SEX 
FANTASY 1-800-934-0136. MATURE 
ADULTS OVER 18 ONLY. DO IT NOW.

LOVE 
DIRECTORY 

FIND OUT HOW 

1.800-934-0130 
. Adults o-er 18 only

GUYS AT HOME. REAL NUMBERS 1-800- 
945-5225 MATURE ADULTS OVER 18 
ONLY. ACTION BY PHONE.____________

Married men need talk too 1 -800-777-4247 
Contact for mature adults 18 + only.

WWi AJ

—/S - M.’ _

JET BLACK AND SUGAR SWEET. HOT 
HUNKS GIVE IT UP FOR YOU NOW. 1-800- 
815-6679. Adults 18/over. Take your pick.

LONELY MEN SEEK HOT GUYS. PHONE 
1 -800-216-1202. Mature adults 18+ only. 
HANDS ON HARRY GIVES IT GOOD! 913^ 

661-9485. Strictly adults over 18 only.

BIG, BURLY BRUTES - HOT!!! 415-249-4960. 
18+ only. Direct Connections. 24 Hours 

Nick's best: 312-578-5415. Adults 18-r only 

“I WANNA BE LIVE WITH YOU" 215-474- 
2857 Adults 18/over only. Call for men. 

MICHAEL'S PHONE 1-800-207-8108 18/over. 

SCRUMPTIOUS STORIES 1 -800-216-1204. 
ADULTS 18+. HAND-PICKED PLEASURES.

blow what I fl

I-339-8
Strictly 18+.

1

■ ;

MATURE MEN WITH LOVE EXPERIENCE 
need hot guys for fulfillment of dreams & 
sharing of PRIVATE DESIRES 1-800- 
204-9687. ADULTS 18 & OVER.

THE PALACE OF PLEASURE CALLS IN 
THE NIGHT 1-800-815-6671. MATURE 
ADULTS OVER 18 ONLY.

MEN WHO CRAVE SEX CONFESSIONS 
1-800-806-7782. FOR MATURE ADULTS
OVER 18 ONLY.

USG-122

Cutting violent crime against gays

By STEVE CHRYSLER
For the Houston Voice
In spite of a small dip between 1992 and 
1993, violent crimes in the USA 
against gays and lesbians are up 90% 
since 1989. While some cities have 
seen a decrease in such crimes, others 
have seen a dramatic increase in vio­
lent crimes committed against Gays 
and Lesbians. The attacks prima­
rily are happening at night and to lone 
individuals leaving gay busi­
nesses or in gay—identified parts of 
to wn.

How To Avoid Violence
The police encourage people to avoid 
situations that lead to violence. 
“Be alert when you are out on the street, 
the time to relax is when you area at home 
or other safe environment,” one gay­
friendly officer explained,” be 
aware of surroundings, and suspi­
cious behavior, maintain distance 
from suspicious groups when in a 
deserted area, or get out of that area.” 
He suggested that everyone call in 
suspicious behavior, such as loi­
tering groups that are mis-matched to 
the area, or hate yelled from vehicles. 
“Often these same people will later 
commit a bashing, this gives us a lead 
to follow.”

Most frequently, hate crimes are 
committed by a group of two or more 
males under 25 years of age. These 
criminals hunt tor victims, then 
watch or even talk to their victims 
first. They might pretend to cruise or 
approach the victim with funny con­
versation and then attack. They like 
to attack in quiet isolated areas, or 
deserted areas that usually have a lot of 
foot traffic most other times.

Not Always Strangers
The New York City Gay & Lesbian Anti­
Violence Project’s report states that 
much anti-gay violence occurs from 
people the victims already knows and 
often already been attacked by. One 
common situation is from hostile 
neighbors. James McElroy, an attor­
ney who handles hate-crime and has 
won multi-million dollar settle­
ments for victims, encourages peo­
ple in such situations to get restrain­
ing orders. They might ignore the 
restraining order, but once they do, 
they can be sent to jail. After one 
aggressively hateful midwest fam­
ily ignored a restraining order, the 
Judge gave them the choice to go to jail 
or sell their house and move in 30 days.

If approached and attacked, most 
experts agree the best thing to do is to 
try to escape. If you can’t escape, get 
angry, make noise, watch for weap­
ons, near-by other attackers, and 
fight back. Try not to fall to the ground, 
as chances are you’ll be much more seri­
ously injured there. If you have been 
attacked, most experts encourage you 
to report it the attack to the police and a 
community group, get counseling 
for yourself, and push for a civil suit. 

Another Way To Fight Back 
Criminal prosecution can be dif­
ficult. McElroy explained that, 
“Civil prosecution, can be much 
more effective. Some guys wear crim­
inal prosecution as a badge of cour­
age, BUT civil judgment against them 
in some states is good for 20 years. They 
might be some out-of-work skin head 
now, but you can garnish their wages 
anytime in the next 20 years. They 
can’t bankrupt out of an intentional 
malicious act either.”
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HAIRY DADDY SEEKS 
BOY
Boy should be 21-40, weight 
proportionate to height, 
open-minded. Daddy is 50, 
5'9", 180, bearded. Let’s 
discuss possibilities.
Photo exchange will be 
required eventually. Ad 
25673

FRIENDLY YOUNG 
MAN WANTED
Affectionate older GWM 
seeks a young man for dis­
creet and safe fun. I like to 
please young men, espe­
cially if they are slender, 
boyish and smooth. DDF 
please. Ad 25693

All ads in this category 
should be strictly individ­
ual to individual. No com­
mercial offerings. Noth­
ing for sale. No promo­
tions.

CHRISTIAN SEEKS 
LIFEMATE
GWM, 33, 6’1”, 285, Chris­
tian, professional with big 
heart. I’m nice looking, 
short brown hair and mus­
tache. Seeking that spe­
cial someone with lots of 
love to give for monoga­
mous relationship. Inter­
ests include movies, inti­
mate evenings, helping 
people in need, yard sales, 
flea markets, and my 
church. Ad 25708

SERIOUS & SIN­
CERE ONLY
Tall/Handsome/GWM.
Loves to look, dance, & shop. 
Former LSU student 
turned paraprofessional.
I.S.O. spontaneous, 
intellectual, politically 
incorrect friends. You must 
keep up w/fashion, latest 
dance music, and me! HWP & 
DDF. Ad 25702

BLACK MALE SEEKS 
WHITE MALE
37 year old black male, HIV+, 
30 waist, 6’, 155, healthy 
and active. Seeking GWM 
HIV+ age 25-40 for monog­
amous relationship.
Must be sincere. No one 
nighters please. Ad 25681

BROWN BOYS 
BEWARE!
Attractive GWM is AFTER 
you! Me: 5'8”, 150#, pro­
fessional, work out regu­
larly -28’’w, 14’’a, 36”c. 
You: GHM with fiery Latin 
libido; ISO honest, edu­
cated men, weight prop/ 
height, no drugs/addic- 
tions, to share life, leather, 
possibly love. Photos a 
plus. Let’s share hot pas­
sionate Latin nights! Hoy, 
Chico! Ad 25694

GALVESTON:
LOOKING FOR SEX- 
UAL BUDDIES
I’m 43, married, 5’10, 
160lbs., average looks, 
DDF, clean, no drugs, mar­
ried-top-cut-discreet. Ad 
25598

FIRST TIME
5’6” medium build middle 
aged straight black male 
beginning to find myself 
attracted to other straight 
appearing males, black or 
white, small to medium 
build.Not macho. Wish to talk 
or meet with others experi­
encing or those who have 
experienced the same.
Never had an affair. Would like 
to hear from you. Ad 25714

NEW TO HOUSTON
Under 50, fun-loving pro­
fessional seeks cerebral 
partner to share the many 
things Houston offers both 
professionally and 
socially. I’m a GWM, HWP, 
good looking, with a tend­
ency towards dominance. 
Mail response only, please. 
Ad 25710

SEEKING TO MAKE 
NEW FRIENDS
New to the gay scene. 
Recently divorced. Looking 
to make new friends/acquain- 
tances. I am a WM early 50's but 
people say I look 40, DDF, 
non-smoker, permanently 
employed. I am average 
looking, tall and slim, hazel 
eyes, blond hair. I like quiet 
evenings, enjoy cooking, 
gardening, country and 
western music, the beach, 
and the outdoors. If inter­
ested, respond to Ad 25674.

GWF COUPLE LOOK­
ING FOR NEW FRIENDS
Lesbian couple in our mid- 
30’s looking for a single per­
son, or couple, for a non-sex- 
ual friendship. We enjoy 
movies, music, the Rock­
ets, Reba and Melissa. Ad 
25641

need daddy you
NEVER REALLY HAD?
Mature, professional, very 
hairy body/hairy chest, 
Edwardian beard, (sign of 
Cancer) You, mentally 
mature, non-smoker, into 
safe fun. Please respond to Ad 
25916.

FOR $29.95 PER YEAR 
YOU CAN HAVE AN AD IN 
THIS SECTION
To establish your own adver­
tisement in the Houston Gay 
Personals call (713) 529- 
8490 (or if outside Houston 
(800) 729-8490) or come by 
our offices at 811 Westhe- 
imer, Suite 105. Please have 
your ad written out. You will 
be given a box number as soon 
as we receive payment along 
with all instructions. Happy 
love making!

ATTENTION -NUD­
IST
GWM, 45, 5’6", 142#, br/hazel 
with salt and pepper beard, 
DDF, smoker and a nudist. 
This nudist would like to get 
together for social non-sex- 
ual encounters. Just the 
enjoyment of viewing each 
other’s bodies. Ad 25772

LOOKING FOR BILL:
Your name is Bill, a GBM I met in 
the Ripcord. You said you were 
taking a friend home, but you 
were late in returning to the 
bar. I would like to get in touch 
with you. Ron Ad 25134

SEEKING BOTTOM 
WITH ENDURANCE
Top seeks bottom for use in 
aerobic workout. Top is 6’ 
tall, HWP, ok looks, not nota­
bly large but not small. Seek­
ing someone HWP to be used, 
not abused. Mail response 
only. Ad 25706.

SPECIAL SPECIFIC 
SERIOUS BOTTOMS
Need to submit? Need to serv­
ice and do it right? Good at tak­
ing instructions? Need disci­
pline? Naughty lately? Need 
bound? Know your place with a 
demanding top? Your call. If 
GM, 25-40, fit, clean, healthy, 
easy going, bright, nice guy, 
then I am expecting your call. 
Ad 25653

PASADENA: 3 CAN BE 
GOOD COMPANY
And lot’s of fun! GWC, barely 
30’s, one’s versatile, one’s 
top only. Both well endowed, 
HWP, DDF, tired of bars. You: 
GWM, 18-30, HWP, DDF, ver­
satile or bottom. For: Safe 3- 
Way Fun, Friendship and 
Companionship. Ad 25695

SEEKING HIV+ HIS­
PANIC MALE
I am in my early 30’s, healthy, 
HWP and am interested in 
developing a relationship 
with a sincere, honest and 
caring man. You must be pro­
fess ional/business-l ike, 
able to speak Spanish and have 
proper documents to travel 
out of the country. Ad 25712

LOOKING FOR LIKE/ 
PROF. FOR LONG­
TERM RELATION­
SHIP
Looking for a fellow profes­
sional with a strong work ethic. 
Interested in a long term rela­
tionship with someone who 
enjoys nice quiet weekday 
nights, followed by busy 
weekends. I’m 36, 6’1" and 
175lbs., DDF You should be 
between 28 and 38, estab­
lished in your career, DDF and 
proportionately built. Life is 
good and I would like it to get 
better with the right man. Ad 
25656

GO FOR IT!
GWM seeks man of color to make 
my dreams come true. Looking 
for love. Tired of games and one 
night stands. You can’t lose 
what you don’t have. Ad 25692

AFTERNOON DELIGHT
Professional GWM, 49. 
blonde-blue, clean shaven. 6’, 
165, swimmers body.
I.S.O.part-time play buddy. 
You are good-looking, 30 to 50, 
HWP, drug free, without hang­
ups. CALLS ONLY. Ad 25704

Pet Patrol Food Donation Barrel

Located at Gentry!

Please Donate!!!!!!!!!

INSTRUCTIONS
TO PLACE a Houston Voice Personal Ad -
Come to our offices at 811 Westheimer, Suite 105.
It's a good idea to write out (up to fifty words) what you want to say. The annual cost is 
only $29.95 - less than one dollar per week. (You must restate [by phone] your desire 
for the ad to keep running every' four weeks.) At the office you will be given the 
functioning details. Ads can also be placed by mail, with payment enclosed, phone 
713-529-8490, for details.

TO RECEIVE RESPONSES TO YOUR AD: A toll-free 800 number will let you 
know if you have recorded telephone responses. You can then listen to these responses 
on a 900 number using your personal code and pin (personal identification number). 
Responses can also be received by mail, see below.

TO ANSWER AN AD BY PHONE - Call 1-900-454-3576. Listen to the instructions. 
You will then actually be listening to the advertisers recorded message and can leave a 
voice message with your name and number. You can respond to more than one 
personal during the phone call. As individuals check their messages, they can respond 
to yours. OR you can pre-pay a special 800 account, listen and respond without the 
cost appearing on your phone bill. Call 529-8490 for more information.

TO ANSWER AN AD BY MAIL: Each ad has a five digit code. Write your response 
and seal it in a stamped envelope with the five digit code in the address place. Place 
your sealed response and $2.00 in an envelope and mail it to us, we will affix a mailing 
label and the intended person will receive your response. This service costs $2.00 plus 
postage per numbered envelope, and is available only with the Houston Voice 
Personals.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: To take advantage of the $29.95 per year offer, 
you are required to participate in the "live voice" aspect of our Personals by calling the 
special 800 toll-free number. You must record, in your voice, your Ad. If you do not 
participate in the voice aspect, your ad may be discontinued without reimbursement. 
The voice message can be as simple as "You read the ad, leave a message" to complex 
and informative. The ads, both print and voice, can not contain references to sexual acts 
or organs (FCC et al. regulations). If you are having difficulty recording your message, 
phone 1-800-780-4947, for assistance. Ads should be positive, describe what you 
want, undesirable qualities/characteristics need not be listed.
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Michigan congresswoman accused of firing staffer over AIDS fear

DETROIT, Thursday, June 
29 (AP)—A former staffer 
of Rep. Barbara-Rose Col­
lins, D-Mich., has filed a 
complaint claiming Col­
lins fired him because she 
feared he had AIDS.

Bruce Taylor was fired two 
days after his gay partner 
died of the disease. In a 
complaint filed with the 
Office of Fair Employment 
Practices, Taylor said he 
was fired in violation of 
the Americans with Disa­
bilities Act last Decem­
ber.

In a hearing held by the 
House personnel griev­
ance office, Collins said 
Taylor was fired as part of an 
office restructuring.

The Detroit News said 
today it reviewed tran­
scripts of a hearing held 
between May 25 and June 22. 
In the hearing, Collins and 

her chief of staff, Mere­
dith Cooper, said Collins 
wanted to restructure the 
office in anticipation of 
Republicans taking con­
trol of Congress. They said 
Taylor’s firing was part of 
that.

Taylor, 31, worked in Col­
lins’ Washington office 
for eight months last year, 
and previously worked for 
another congressman and 
the National Minority 
AIDS Council.

He said he wasn’t fired as 
part of staff restructur­
ing. He claims Collins had 
already given him assign­
ments for the next session, 
and had praised his work 
openly at a staff party and a 
meeting several days 
before he was fired by 
Cooper.

Taylor said Collins asked 
him in August 1994 the “real 
reason” he had left the 

office after he had surgery 
for colon cancer. She knew 
his partner had AIDS, Tay­
lor said. He said Collins 
asked if he was HIV posi­
tive or had AIDS.

Taylor said he told Col­
lins he had neither. He said 
Cooper asked him similar 
questions in November.

Collins and Cooper said 
during the grievance 
hearing they never asked 
Taylor such questions.

Taylor said his partner, 
Brian Walters, died Dec. 7 
of AIDS, and he was fired 
Dec. 9 after being notified 
he had been docked 11 days 
pay and confronting 
Cooper. He said Cooper told 
him he needed to be more 
honest about his health, 
then fired him.

Cooper testified Tay­
lor’s health was not dis­
cussed in the meeting in 

which he was fired.
But the News said at least 

one staffer testified to 
overhearing Cooper tell­
ing Taylor when he was 
fired that Collins wanted 
someone who was going to 
be “accessible.” Other 
staffers testified Col­
lins had praised Taylor’s 
work.

“You’re not supposed to 
get fired for it, even if I had 
HIV,” Taylor said. “I did 
my work. They can’t fire 
you, they can’t violate 
ADA, it applies to them 
(lawmakers), too.”

Taylor is seeking back 
pay on his $40,000-a-year 
job, $50,000 damages and 
attorney’s fees. A hearing 
officer has until July 22 to 
issue a decision.

Lillian German, an aide at 
Collins’ office, said today 
there would be no comment 

before a decision from the 
Office of Fair Employment 
Practices.
“That she (Collins) 

would kiss me on Dec. 5, and 
hug me, and tell me that she 
loved me and that I was like 
her baby brother, and then 
she would turn around on 
Dec. 9 and I would be termi­
nated—it just amazes me,” 
Taylor said.

The House counsel 
assigned to the case, 
Michael Murray, said 
House rules prohibit any 
discussion of the matter.

The Americans With Dis­
abilities Act prohibits 
employers from, among 
other things, discrimi­
nating against individu-( 
als with AIDS or the virus 
that leads to it or against 
“persons who do not have 
HIV but are erroneously 
assumed to have HIV or 
AIDS.”
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