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Clinton pushes hate crime bill
► President meets with 
Hardy-Garcia and Byrd 
family while in Texas

by GIP PLASTER
President Clinton, visiting Austin for fund- 

raising on May 7, met with a gay lobbyist and 
members of the James Byrd Jr., family and 
told them he would “do everything possible” to 
help get tougher hate crime legislation passed 
through the Texas Senate.

“It was fairly amazing that he met with us,” 
said Dianne Hardy-Garcia, the executive director 
of the Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby of Thxas 
(LGRL).

Byrd’s family also met with Gov. George W. 
Bush, but he declined to help get the bill to a vote 
on the Senate floor. The James Byrd Hate Crime 
Bill has already passed the House.

At press time the president’s efforts nor the 
countless hours lobbyists have consumed trying 
to get hate crime law passed in Texas, could be 
judged. The bill had still to get through the 
Senate Criminal Justice Committee hearings.

Hardy-Garcia met with the president along 
with Renee Byrd Mullins, the daughter of James 
Byrd—a Jasper, Texas resident who was dragged 
to death behind a vehicle because he was African 
American—and Darrell Varrett, nephew of 
James Byrd.

During the meeting Clinton promised to, “do 
everything possible to pass the James Byrd Hate 
Crime Act,” according to Hardy-Garcia, and then 
he immediately stepped onto a stage at 
Bergstrom Airport and spoke about the bill.

“He feels and really understands that the 
state legislature has to be the first line of 
defense,” Hardy-Garcia said, noting that
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President Clinton shares an intimate moment with 
Renee Byrd Mullins, the daughter of James Byrd Jr., on 
the tarmac at Bergstrom Airport in Austin, May 7.

strong laws at the federal level are also need­
ed but are less important.

Hardy-Garcia said the president considers pas­
sage of the Texas bill a needed boost to national 
efforts to pass hate crime legislation. She said 
she was completely satisfied with the support 
given the bill by Clinton.

“The meeting with President Clinton was emo­
tionally charged for the Byrd family who has 
worked very hard with LGRL to pass the James 
Byrd Hate Crime Act,” she said. “President 
Clinton repeatedly stated he would help with our 
efforts and urged us to continue to fight.”
He also spoke about the bill to donors in

>■ See Hate Page 13
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Native Houstonian ballet dancers Mario Zambrano (on shoulders) and Adam Battelstein 
return home to perform in the Houston Dance Coalition show/'Dance Salad," May 14 
at the Wortham. Both men are gay and dance with seperate companies.

Politics

Poll shows growing support for gay candidates, issues
by GIP PLASTER

About 77 percent of voters, including a 
majority of Republican primary voters 
and fundamentalist Christians, would 
consider voting for a gay candidate for 
state legislature or Congress based on 
the issues the candidate supports, 
though few say they “probably” would, 
according to new research.

The new poll also found broad-based 
support for hate crime legislation, as 
well as making it illegal to fire people 
because of their sexual orientation. But 
not all of the news was good.

The findings will encourage more gay 
men and lesbians to run for public office

Q
 Would you vote for a gay 

candidate for Congress or 

State Legislature?

would consider it:.......74 percent
would probably:........... percent
probably wouldn't:....

and provide candidates with details on 
the most successful way to run their 
campaign, according to Brian Bond, the 

executive director of the Gay and 
Lesbian Victory Foundation, the group 
that commissioned the research. GLVF, 
affiliated with the Gay and Lesbian 
Victory Fund, seeks to provide training 
and information to gay candidates, cam­
paign personnel and community leaders.

“Out of the discussions of the polls we 
will hopefully find more candidates,” 
Bond said.

The research found that 65 percent of 
Republicans, 85 percent of Democrats 
and 81 percent of independent voters or 
77 percent overall would consider voting 
for an openly gay candidate for Congress 
or state legislature. Of the 77 percent 

who would consider voting for a gay can­
didate, only three percent said they 
“probably” would.

Across religious denominations, 64 
percent of fundamentalist Christians, 81 
percent of mainline Protestants and 87 
percent of Catholics would consider a 
gay candidate.

For the presidential race, 67 percent of 
voters surveyed would consider support­
ing a gay candidate based on issues, but 
only two percent probably would.

The study also found that 77 percent 
of voters believe it should be illegal to fire 
people from their jobs because of their

> See Support Page 13
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VIEWS & ECHOES

Gay candidate gunning for Houston City Council

IS YOUR BODY TRYING TO TELL 
YOU SOMETHING?

WHAT IS IT SAYING?
While working to maintain optimum Wellness and Health 

building Muscle Mass is important, but a scale can not 
tell you how much muscle mass you have.

Three Compartment Body Composition Analysis from RJL Systems 
will provide the information you need to help chart your progress 
towards Wellness and Health.

Three Compartment Body Analysis from RJL accurately measures 
Body Cell Mass (muscle tissue), Fat and Fluids. These measurements 
are important when combating illness or for a fitness program.

Ask your physician or trainer about Three Compartment Body 
Composition from RJL Systems and find out what your body is try­

ing to tell you.

To learn more call 1-800-528-4513 and visit RJL Systems on the
Internet at http://rjlsystems.com

THE FIRST NAME IN BODY rOMPOSITION ANALYSIS

by JERRY D. PARRA
A openly gay candidate has begun his 

quest for Houston City Council. His name 
is Andres Pereira, and if he has anything 
to say about it, gay and lesbian voters will 
be hearing a great deal about him in the 
next few months.

Should Pereira win his city-wide race 
this fall, and if current City Council At- 
Large Position 1 holder Annise Parker 
mounts a successful re-election in her 
campaign, Houston could have two open­
ly gay city council members.

Pereira has his sights set on the City 
Council At-Large Position 2 being vacated 
by the outgoing Joe Roach. The election is 
on Nov. 2 but Pereira isn’t wasting any 
time trying to get momentum going for his 
campaign. He’s already set up a campaign 
headquarters where on May 5 he held a 
Cinco de Mayo-themed campaign launch.

“If you’re going to be a serious candi­
date you need to start at this time. I want 
the voters of Houston to get a chance to 
get to know me and to know my positions. 
By starting now it allows me to go out and 
visit with the voters one-on-one through 
block walking,” said Pereira.

This series of block walks will run every 
Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
from now until the election and will allow 
Pereira to maximize his exposure to the 
25,000 voters he feels will swing the elec­
tion in his favor.

“Being gay is a part of who I am,” said 
Pereira. “And just like any other part of 
who I am, it influences how I think about 
issues and how I think about what may 
come before me as a council member.”

Although he is proud to assert his gay­
ness, he is equally concerned with embrac­
ing his ethnicity. As a Hispanic 
Houstonian with bilingual skills and a slo­
gan in both Spanish and English, “Juntos 
Podemos/ Tbgether We Can,” Pereira said, 
“As a minority candidate coming from 
those groups I have certain sensibilities 
and understanding that other candidates 
may not have with regard to these under- 
represented groups.”

“But, “ he added, “I really hope to tap 
into every community in Houston.”

‘This is a city-wide race. And Houston 
is a very diverse city. And I hope to repre­
sent every community and all the people 
of Houston regardless of their sexual ori­
entation and/or their race or ancestry. I 
happen to be gay and I happen to be 
Hispanic so those are two very important 
parts of my campaign.”

A successful trial lawyer with Fleming 
and Associates, the 32-year-old Pereira 
comes from a family that has been in 
Houston for several generations. He has 
previously been a leader of the Texas 
Human Rights Foundation and served as 
a liaison for Congresswoman Sheila 
Jackson Lee. Although it is a non-partisan 
election, Pereira has long identified him­
self with the Democratic party.

His platform supporting “Juntos PodenW 
Tbgether We Can,” is called “The Pereira 
Plan for Progress.” It focuses on issues like 
making schools and neighborhoods safer for 
children. He wants to improve Houston’s 
economy by increasing ties with Latin 
America and by fostering greater technolo­
gy. But the plan does include, “fair treat­
ment of persons with HIV and for equal 
treatment of gays and lesbians.”
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Candidate Andres Pereira (right) discusses issues with some potential supporters at his recent 
campaign kick off.

Pereira is also aware of the example his 
candidacy presents. He expects to be a 
role model for up and coming gay and les­
bian politicians, many of whom neglected 
to run for fear that their sexuality would 
be a hindrance to achieving public office.

“If I am elected and because of Annise 
Parker’s ground-breaking election... 
maybe people from our community will 
step forward and assume these roles that 
are important to the community and to 
the wider community.”

His campaign headquarters is locat­
ed at 2111 Richmond. Like other com­
petitive candidates, Pereira also has a 
website at www.andres99.org. and 
makes himself available by phone as 

well at (713) 526-3227.
“We’re doing a real grassroots cam­

paign. And we need people to help us in 
order to win this election,” he said, urging 
interested parties to get involved in his 
block walks and other efforts that will 
help him win the election.

Pereira has a very specific sense of 
what his job as city council member would 
entail and he feels he is fully qualified for 
the job. “You need to be willing to do the 
work necessary to represent Houston. You 
need to have an interest in making the 
city a better place to live. You need have a 
certain amount of integrity to serve the 
citizens and serve them in a way that they 
can respect you.”
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THANK YOU!

Reggie Hodges 
Stephen Smith 

Terry Flood 
Gene Weeks 

Joe Fronki

Rick Kittrell 
Barry Petree 
Alicia Verde 
J.C. Michelak 
Ken McNames 
Mike Perry

Anthony Baldwin 
Don Johnson 
Beau Theriot 

Brent Walsleben 
Shane Price 

George Walker

Jerry Jones 
Bob Woodard 
Oscar Wells 
David Williamson 
Matt Van Dine

Kale Haygood
Certified Gold Level

Voted Best Houston Salesman 1998 - Triangle
RIVER OAKS CHRYSLER • PLYMOUTH/JEEP

[ 4807 Kirby @ SW Fwy Houston, TX 77098 71 3.524.380T|

3)
86

9-
04

56
 • 

(7
13

)4
59

-1
70

5 p
gr

 • 
m

or
la

nw
hi

ttl
e@

sp
ry

ne
t.c

om

Swilley S Hudson
& ASSOCIATES INC.-REALTORS

* .

S I

SOLD!

I

BkB JI
Alan Marian

HERE
NEWS FROM HOUSTON

An Uncommon Legacy scholarships for lesbian students
The Houston chapter of An Uncommon Legacy is taking part in awarding $1,000 

scholarships to outstanding lesbian undergraduate and graduate students. Ib qualify, 
applicants must be full-time students at an accredited college or university in the 
United States, have a grade point average of 3.0 or better, demonstrate a commitment 
or contribution to the lesbian community, and demonstrate financial need, said Denise 
Wenner. “If you or someone you know qualifies, this is a chance for recognition of your 
achievements.” The application deadline has been extended to May 17. Qualified appli­
cants must submit a completed application, an up-to-date school transcript, a personal 
statement of 1,000 words or less, and at least two letters of recommendation from fac­
ulty and/or former employers, at least one of whom is familiar with the applicant’s work 
involving lesbian issues. Applications and complete instructions are available on the 
organization’s web site at www.uncommonlegacy.org. Last year, Uncommon Legacy 
awarded scholarships to 21 women.

MCCR bursting at the seams, plans to build bigger facility
Houston’s largest gay, lesbian, transgendered and bisexual place of worship is 

getting bigger. Rev. Ralph Lasher, assistant pastor of The Mentropolitan 
Community Church of the Resurrection (MCCR) says the time has come to sell its 
1909 Decatur Street building and begin the process to erect a new facility. To that 
end the 26-year-old denomination has chosen an architect and a fund-raising con­
sultant to begin its move toward expansion. MCCR has been located on Decatur 
since 1979.
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Vickie McClanahan and Clyde Williams exchanged wedding vows, May 8. Guests 
attending the wedding were asked to sign congratulatory softballs. McClanahan and 
Williams first met on the softball field. Their marriage brings to mind what Alice 
VValker, American woman of letters, once said: “Surely the earth can be saved by all 
the people who insist on love.” Good luck you two.

A Sense Of Place
▼ a photographic diary of our communityT
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THERE
NEWS FROM TEXAS

Judge’s ruling that MCC not acceptable for child is appealed 
DALLAS-A notice of intent to appeal has been filed in the Texas court system 
against the official judicial ruling that the predominantly gay Metropolitan 
Community Church (MCC) is not an acceptable church for the daughter of a les­
bian mother. The ruling came in the midst of a custody ruling as part of a divorce 
between the lesbian mother in Wichita Falls, Texas and her husband. “We’re 

going to defend this family’s right to freedom of wor­
ship,” said Rev. Troy D. Perry, moderator of more than 
300 MCC congregations. In his legal opinion, Judge 
Keith Nelson of the 78th Judicial District wrote: “The 
primary issue is where the child would attend Sunday 
school and church...the intent was for mainline church­
es to be utilized in the religious training of the daugh­
ter... The Metropolitan Community Church does not fall 
within this category.” “There are at least two issues for 
us,” said Perry. “First, the government has no legal 
right telling any family which churches are acceptable 
and which are not. Moreover, the U.S. Constitution, the 
Internal Revenue Service, and the Yearbook of 
American and Canadian Churches compiled and pub­
lished by the National Council of Churches, all recog­
nize Metropolitan Community Church as a church,” 

said Perry. The Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches 
(UFMCC) is a Christian denomination with a primary, affirming ministry to gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals and transgendered persons. UFMCC is composed of 300 local 
churches in 15 countries and more than 225,000 persons annually attend the pro­
grams and services of UFMCC, according to a denominational spokesman. The 
Houston Voice left several messages for Judge Keith Nelson, none of which were 
returned by press time.

Rev. Troy Perry

SMU adds sexual orientation to nondiscrimination policy 
DALLAS-South Methodist University announced May 7 that it would add “sexu­
al orientation” to the university’s nondiscrimination policy. Students have been 
pushing for the change for months, holding referendums and protests. “I think it’s 
a landmark for the school,” said senior Scott Langley, in a May 8 Dallas Morning 
News report. SMU becomes one of only about 300 of the country’s 3,300 higher 
education institutions to add sexual orientation to a nondiscrimination policy. In 
changing its policy, the SMU board stipulated that campus religious organiza­
tions would still be free to establish their own criteria when choosing group lead­
ers.

Gay and lesbian center gets in on Albertson’s sales
SAN ANTON IO-The Gay and Lesbian Community Center of San Antonio has been 
selected for inclusion into the Albertson’s markets “Community Partners” youth 
assistance program, a community center spokesman said. For every purchase 
made when presenting a free bar-coded “GLCCSA Youth Services” donation card 
at any Albertson’s market, the center will receive between 2 to 5 percent of the 
total purchases made each quarter which will be designated to fund help for gay 
and lesbian youth and their families.

Texans’ opinions on gays surveyed
AUSTIN-More than two-thirds of Texans believe that homosexual behavior is 
immoral, but more than half also say discrimination against gays and lesbians is 
a serious problem in the state, according to the latest Texas Poll published, May 
10 in the Austin American-Stalesman. It was the first 
time the poll had asked about homosexuality, so there are 
no data to make historical comparisons. However, state 
Rep. Glen Maxey, the state’s only openly gay lawmaker, 
said the results follow those of every other survey he has 
seen on gay rights and other issues related to homosexual­
ity. “There are people with strong religious values that 
have opinions whether homosexuality is right or not, said 
Maxey, D-Austin. “But people are fair-minded: ‘Even 
though I disagree with a person’s consensual behavior, 
they shouldn’t lose their job or be discriminated against. I 
think people are rational, and they are fair. The poll 
results show 68 percent of Texans believe homosexuality is
immoral, while 55 percent believe discrimination against pep. Q|en |y|axey 
homosexuals is a problem. The poll also found that 60 per-  
cent of adult Texans believe the state should not recognize
same-sex marriages and that 54 percent favor a law to prohibit gays and lesbians 
from acting as adoptive or foster parents for children in state custody.

The right 
relationship 
is everything

At Chase, we realize you may be in the market for a variety of 
financial products and services. That’s what relationship banking 
is all about. Our convenient banking locations make it easy and 
inviting to discover what being in the right relationship can mean.

Stop by, or call ServiceLine^at 1-800-235-8522 today

CHASE. The right relationship is everything8-

Chase Bank of Texas, N.A. Member FDIC
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Debra Danburg
State Representative

Have You Missed Me?
The Texas Legislature is in full 
swing right now, and I am in the 
middle of the time-honored battle 
to protect the rights of Gays and 
Lesbians. It is not too late to lend 
your support.
Let your voice be heard!

713.520.8068 District
512.463.0504 Austin

REYOND
NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

Columnist with AIDS fired over fabricating columns
LOUISVILLE, KY (AP)-A reporter at a rural Kentucky newspaper who wrote moving sto­
ries about her battle with cancer was fired May 10 after admitting she didn’t have the 

Kim Stacy
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disease at all, but AIDS. Kim Stacy, 33, said she lied because 
of the stigma attached to AIDS. “I grew up in a small-town 
atmosphere where you are crucified for having AIDS or being 
gay,” Stacy, who is a lesbian, said. Over the past few weeks, 
she had told readers of the Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer 
that she had brain cancer and had less than a year to live. 
She admitted the fabrications after the publisher at another 
paper for which she once worked confronted her with his sus­
picions. “I’m terribly sorry. I didn’t think about what I was 
doing,” she said in the interview. “I betrayed a lot of people 
and misled a lot of people including my own friends and fam­
ily. Nobody knew until this weekend that I have AIDS.” 
Editor Bob Ashley of the paper said Stacy was fired for fab­
ricating the stories. Stacy said she actually had resigned dur­

ing a series of telephone calls over the weekend.

Citywide vote could reopen bathhouses in San Francisco
SAN FRANCISCO, CA-A group of gay men has proposed a citywide voter initiative that 
would overturn public health rules banning private rooms in sex clubs and requiring 
monitors to enforce safer sex regulations. Under the name Community United for Gay 
Sexual Privacy, the group hopes to have the city vote on the issue in November. “We 
want to increase the number of venues where adult gay men can practice safe, consen­
sual sodomy,” Michael Petrelis said May 3. “No other city shut down bathhouses during 
the AIDS hysteria of the 1980s.” The city’s openly gay health director is adamantly 
opposed to reopening the bathhouses. The initiative has been turned in to the city’s 
Department of Elections for review. If approved, the group can begin collecting the 
10,200 signatures needed to put it before voters in November.

Reprimand rescinded for state employee who criticized gays 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN-Minnesota state employee who sued superiors after being repri­
manded for criticizing Gay Pride activities has settled his case, and will have his file 
cleared of the reprimand, the Minneapolis Star Tribune reported May 7. Eric Brown, a 
chemist’s aide with the Minnesota Department of Health, sued the department last 
January after superiors disciplined him for disagreeing with a department e-mail that 
encouraged employees to participate in Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Pride 
Month activities. Brown’s written response to his superiors said he considered homo­
sexuality a sin and that the health department shouldn’t promote it. Brown initially 
asked for $250,000 in damages and withdrawal of the reprimand, later dropping his 
request for damages. In March, U.S. District Judge John Tunheim ruled that Brown’s 
e-mail messages, although strongly-worded and highly critical, did not constitute 
harassment.

Shepard’s mom testifies at hearing on hate crimes act
WASHINGTON, D.C. (AP)—Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch on May 
11 asked for additional data on bias crimes, saying it was 
essential before Congress moves ahead on legislation to 
broaden existing civil rights laws to cover crimes motivated 
by anti-gay prejudice. Hatch, R-Utah, made the request to 
Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder, the lead witness at a 
committee hearing on the Hate Crimes Prevention Act. Judy 
Shepard, mother of slain University of Wyoming student 
Matthew Shepard, also testified before the committee. Today 
we have it within our power to send a very different message 
than the one received by the people who killed my son,” 
Shepard said at the hearing. “It is time to stop living in denial 
and to address a real problem that is destroying families like 
mine, James Byrd Jr.’s, Billy Jack Gaithers and many 
others across America.” Robert H. Knight, from the con­
servative Family Research Council, testified against the 
proposed Hate Crimes Prevention Act, criticizing it as cre­
ating a class of thought crimes. The White House and the Justice Department sup­
port passage of the bill.

Judy Shepard
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IS HIV-RELATED WEIGHT LOSS SAPPING YOUR STRENGTH?

MORE

YOURSELF
AGAIN

GAIN WEIGHT. INCREASE LEAN BODY MASS.
WORK OUT. EAT RIGHT. FEEL GREAT!
Ask your doctor about OXANDRIN, the only oral anabolic agent approved to help promote 
weight gain after involuntary weight loss. Studies'1 have shown that OXANDRIN increases 
body weight and, when combined with resistance exercise, can build beneficial lean body 
mass and physical strength.’ And people who gam weight while taking OXANDRIN have 
also reported a better appetite and sense of well-being.’3 That’s the right stuff. OXANDRIN. 
It may help you feel like yourself again.

Please visit us at our Web site, www.oxandrin.com, or call 800-741-2698.

OXANDRIN
oxandrolone, usp @

2.5 mg tablets

THE RIGHT STUFF
Precautions and Warnings from the OXANDRIN (oxandrolone, USP) CHI Package Insert: In patients receiving androgenic anabolic steroid therapy, 1) peliosis hepatis, 
a condition in which the liver and sometimes splenic tissue is replaced with blood-filled cysts, has been reported; 2) liver cell tumors are also reported; 3) blood lipid changes 
that are known to be associated with increased risk of atherosclerosis are seen. See Warningsand Precautions sections of complete prescribing information.
Contraindications: 1) known or suspected carcinoma of the prostate or the male breast; 2) carcinoma of the breast in females with hypercalcemia (androgenic anabolic steroids 
may stimulate osteolytic bone resorption); 3) pregnancy, because of possible masculinization of the fetus. Oxandrin has been shown to cause embryotoxicity, fetotoxicity, 
infertility, and masculinization of female animal offspring when given in doses 9 times the human dose; 4) nephrosis, the nephrotic phase of nephritis; 5) hypercalcemia. 
References: 1. Strawford A, Barbieri T, Van Loan M, et al. The effects of oxandrolone plus resistance exercise on nitrogen balance, body composition and strength in men 
with AIDS wasting syndrome. Presented at: 12th World AIDS Conference; June 28-July 3,1998; Geneva, Switzerland. Abstract. 2. Fisher A. Abbaticola M, the Oxandrolone 
Study Group. The effects of oxandrolone on body weight and composition in patients with HIV-associated weight loss. Presented at: 5th Conference on Retroviruses and 
Opportunistic Infections; February 1-5,1998; Chicago, III. Abstract. 3. Berger JR, Pall L, Hall CD, et al. Oxandrolone in AIDS-wasting myopathy. AIDS. 1996;10:1657-1662.

OXA-7379D February 1999 ©1999 BTG Pharmaceuticals. Please see full prescribing information on the following page.
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BTG PHARMACEUTICALS

OXANDRIN®
(oxandrolone tablets, USP)

DESCRIPTION
Oxandrin® oral tablets contain 2.5 mg of the anabolic 

steroid oxandrolone. Oxandrolone is 17/3-hydroxy-17a- 

methyl-2-oxa-5a-androstan-3-one with the following struc­

tural formula:

o

CH

H

OH

Inactive ingredients include cornstarch, lactose, magne­

sium stearate, and hydroxypropyl methylcellulose.

CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY
Anabolic steroids are synthetic derivatives of testosterone. 

Certain clinical effects and adverse reactions demonstrate 

the androgenic properties of this class of drugs. Complete 

dissociation of anabolic and androgenic effects has not 

been achieved. The actions of anabolic steroids are there­

fore similar to those of male sex hormones with the pos­

sibility of causing serious disturbances of growth and 

sexual development if given to young children. Anabolic 

steroids suppress the gonadotropic functions of the pitu­

itary and may exert a direct effect upon the testes.
During exogenous administration of anabolic androgens, 

endogenous testosterone release is inhibited through inhi­

bition of pituitary luteinizing hormone (LH). At large doses, 

spermatogenesis may be suppressed through feedback 

inhibition of pituitary follicle-stimulating hormone (FSH).

Anabolic steroids have been reported to increase low- 

density lipoproteins and decrease high-density lipopro­

teins. These levels revert to normal on discontinuation of 

treatment.

INDICATIONS AND USAGE
Oxandrin is indicated as adjunctive therapy to promote 
weight gain after weight loss following extensive surgery, 

chronic infections, or severe trauma, and in some patients 

who without definite pathophysiologic reasons fail to gain 

or to maintain normal weight, to offset the protein catab­

olism associated with prolonged administration of corti­

costeroids, and for the relief of the bone pain frequently 

accompanying osteoporosis (See DOSAGE AND ADMIN­
ISTRATION).

DRUG ABUSE AND DEPENDENCE
Oxandrolone is classified as a controlled substance under 

the Anabolic Steroids Control Act of 1990 and has been 

assigned to Schedule III (non-narcotic).

CONTRAINDICATIONS
1. Known or suspected carcinoma of the prostate or the 

male breast.
2. Carcinoma of the breast in females with hypercalcemia 

(androgenic anabolic steroids may stimulate osteolytic 

bone resorption).
3. Pregnancy, because of possible masculinization of the 

fetus. Oxandrin has been shown to cause embryotoxi­

city, fetotoxicity, infertility, and masculinization of female 

animal offspring when given in doses 9 times the human 

dose.
4. Nephrosis, the nephrotic phase of nephritis.

5. Hypercalcemia.

WARNINGS

PELIOSIS HEPATIS, A'CONDITION IN WHICH LIVER 
AND SOMETIMES SPLENIC TISSUE IS REPLACED 
WITH BLOOD-FILLED CYSTS, HAS BEEN REPORTED IN 
PATIENTS RECEIVING ANDROGENIC ANABOLIC 
STEROID THERAPY. THESE CYSTS ARE SOMETIMES 
PRESENT WITH MINIMAL HEPATIC DYSFUNCTION, 
BUT AT OTHER TIMES THEY HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED 

WITH LIVER FAILURE. THEY ARE OFTEN NOT REC­

OGNIZED UNTIL LIFE-THREATENING LIVER FAILURE 
OR INTRA-ABDOMINAL HEMORRHAGE DEVELOPS. 

WITHDRAWAL OF DRUG USUALLY RESULTS IN COM­

PLETE DISAPPEARANCE OF LESIONS.

LIVER CELL TUMORS ARE ALSO REPORTED. MOST 
OFTEN THESE TUMORS ARE BENIGN AND ANDRO­

GEN-DEPENDENT, BUT FATAL MALIGNANT TUMORS 
HAVE BEEN REPORTED. WITHDRAWAL OF DRUG 

OFTEN RESULTS IN REGRESSION OR CESSATION OF 
PROGRESSION OF THE TUMOR. HOWEVER, HEPATIC 

TUMORS ASSOCIATED WITH ANDROGENS OR ANA­

BOLIC STEROIDS ARE MUCH MORE VASCULAR THAN 
OTHER HEPATIC TUMORS AND MAY BE SILENT UNTIL 

LIFE-THREATENING INTRA-ABDOMINAL HEMOR­

RHAGE DEVELOPS. BLOOD LIPID CHANGES THAT ARE 
KNOWN TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH INCREASED RISK 

OF ATHEROSCLEROSIS ARE SEEN IN PATIENTS 
TREATED WITH ANDROGENS OR ANABOLIC STE­

ROIDS. THESE CHANGES INCLUDE DECREASED 
HIGH-DENSITY LIPOPROTEINS AND SOMETIMES 
INCREASED LOW-DENSITY LIPOPROTEINS. THE 
CHANGES MAY BE VERY MARKED AND COULD HAVE 
A SERIOUS IMPACT ON THE RISK OF ATHEROSCLE­

ROSIS AND CORONARY ARTERY DISEASE.

Cholestatic hepatitis and jaundice may occur with 17- 
alpha-alkylated androgens at a relatively low dose. If cho­

lestatic hepatitis with jaundice appears or if liver function 
tests become abnormal, oxandrolone should be discontin­
ued and the etiology should be determined. Drug-induced 
jaundice is reversible when the medication is discontinued.

In patients with breast cancer, anabolic steroid therapy 
may cause hypercalcemia by stimulating osteolysis. Oxan­
drolone therapy should be discontinued if hypercalcemia 

occurs.
Edema with or without congestive heart failure may be 

a serious complication in patients with pre-existing 

cardiac, renal, or hepatic disease. Concomitant adminis­

tration of adrenal cortical steroid or ACTH may increase 

the edema.
In children, androgen therapy may accelerate bone mat­

uration without producing compensatory gain in linear 

growth. This adverse effect results in compromised adult 
height. The younger the child, the greater the risk of com­

promising final mature height. The effect on bone matu­
ration should be monitored by assessing bone age of the 

left wrist and hand every 6 months (See PRECAUTIONS: 
Laboratory tests).

Geriatric patients treated with androgenic anabolic ste­
roids may be at an increased risk for the development of 

prostatic hypertrophy and prostatic carcinoma.
ANABOLIC STEROIDS HAVE NOT BEEN SHOWN TO 

ENHANCE ATHLETIC ABILITY.

PRECAUTIONS

General:
Women should be observed for signs of virilization (deep­

ening of the voice, hirsutism, acne, clitoromegaly). Dis­
continuation of drug therapy at the time of evidence of 

mild virilism is necessary to prevent irreversible viriliza­
tion. Some virilizing changes in women are irreversible 

even after prompt discontinuance of therapy and are not 
prevented by concomitant use of estrogens. Menstrual 

irregularities may also occur.
Anabolic steroids may cause suppression of clotting fac­

tors II, V, VII, and X, and an increase in prothrombin time.

Information for patients:
The physician should instruct patients to report any of the 

following side effects of androgens:
Males: Too frequent or persistent erections of the penis, 

appearance or aggravation of acne.
Females: Hoarseness, acne, changes in menstrual peri­

ods, or more facial hair.
All patients: Nausea, vomiting, changes in skin color, or 

ankle swelling.

Laboratory tests:
Women with disseminated breast carcinoma should have 

frequent determination of urine and serum calcium levels 

during the course of therapy (See WARNINGS).
Because of the hepatotoxicity associated with the use of 

17-alpha-alkylated androgens, liver function tests should 
be obtained periodically.

Periodic (every 6 months) x-ray examinations of bone 
age should be made during treatment of children to deter­

mine the rate of bone maturation and the effects of andro­
gen therapy on the epiphyseal centers.

Serum lipids and high-density lipoprotein cholesterol 

determinations should be done periodically as androgenic 
anabolic steroids have been reported to increase low- 

density lipoproteins. Serum cholesterol levels may 

increase during therapy. Therefore, caution is required 

when administering these agents to patients with a history 
of myocardial infarction or coronary artery disease. Serial 

determinations of serum cholesterol should be made and 

therapy adjusted accordingly.
Hemoglobin and hematocrit should be checked periodi­

cally for polycythemia in patients who are receiving high 

doses of anabolic steroids.

Drug interactions

Anticoagulants:
Anabolic steroids may increase sensitivity to oral anti­
coagulants. Dosage of the anticoagulant may have to be 
decreased in order to maintain desired prothrombin time. 
Patients receiving oral anticoagulant therapy require close 
monitoring, especially when anabolic steroids are started 

or stopped.

Oral hypoglycemic agents:
Oxandrolone may inhibit the metabolism of oral hypogly­

cemic agents.

Adrenal steroids or ACTH: ...
In patients with edema, concomitant administration with 
adrenal cortical steroids or ACTH may increase the edema.

Drug/Laboratory test interactions:
Anabolic steroids may decrease levels of thyroxine- 

binding globulin, resulting in decreased total T4 serum 
levels and increased resin uptake of T3 and T4. Free 

thyroid hormone levels remain unchanged. In addition, a 
decrease in PBI and radioactive iodine uptake may occur.

Carcinogenesis, mutagenesis, impairment of fertility 

Animal data:
Oxandrolone has not been tested in laboratory animals for 
carcinogenic or mutagenic effects. In 2-year chronic oral rat 

studies, a dose-related reduction of spermatogenesis and 
decreased organ weights (testes, prostate, seminal vesi­
cles, ovaries, uterus, adrenals, and pituitary) were shown.

Human data:
Liver cell tumors have been reported in patients receiving 
long-term therapy with androgenic anabolic steroids in 

high doses (See WARNINGS). Withdrawal of the drugs 
did not lead to regression of the tumors in all cases.

Geriatric patients treated with androgenic anabolic ste­
roids may be at an increased risk for the development of 

prostatic hypertrophy and prostatic carcinoma.

Pregnancy:
Teratogenic effects—Pregnancy Category X (See CONTRA­
INDICATIONS).

Nursing mothers:
It is not known whether anabolic steroids are excreted in 

human milk. Because of the potential of serious adverse 
reactions in nursing infants from oxandrolone, a decision 

should be made whether to discontinue nursing or to dis­

continue the‘drug, taking into account the importance of 

the drug to the mother.

Pediatric use:
Anabolic agents may accelerate epiphyseal maturation 

more rapidly than linear growth in children and the effect 

may continue for 6 months after the drug has been 

stopped. Therefore, therapy should be monitored by x-ray 
studies at 6-month intervals in order to avoid the risk of 

compromising adult height. Androgenic anabolic steroid 

therapy should be used very cautiously in children and 

only by specialists who are aware of the effects on bone 

maturation (See WARNINGS).

ADVERSE REACTIONS
The following adverse reactions have been associated with 

use of anabolic steroids:
Hepatic: Cholestatic jaundice with, rarely, hepatic necrosis 

and death. Hepatocellular neoplasms and peliosis hepatis 

with long-term therapy (See WARNINGS). Reversible 

changes in liver function tests also occur including 
increased bromsulfophthalein (BSP) retention, and 

increases in serum bilirubin, aspartate aminotransferase 

(AST, SCOT) and alkaline phosphatase.

In males:
Prepubertal: Phallic enlargement and increased fre­

quency or persistence of erections.
Postpubertal: Inhibition of testicular function, testicular 

atrophy and oligospermia, impotence, chronic priapism, 

epididymitis, and bladder irritability.

In females:
Clitoral enlargement, menstrual irregularities.

CNS: Habituation, excitation, insomnia, depression, and 

changes in libido.
Hematologic: Bleeding in patients on concomitant anti­

coagulant therapy.

Breast: Gynecomastia.
Larynx: Deepening of the voice in females.
Hair: Hirsutism and male pattern baldness in females.

Skin: Acne (especially in females and prepubertal males). 

Skeletal: Premature closure of epiphyses in children (See 

PRECAUTIONS: Pediatric use).
Fluid and electrolytes: Edema, retention of serum elec­

trolytes (sodium chloride, potassium, phosphate, calcium). 

Metabolic/Endocrine: Decreased glucose tolerance (See 

PRECAUTIONS: Laboratory tests), increased creatinine 
excretion, increased serum levels of creatinine phospho­

kinase (CPK). Masculinization of the fetus. Inhibition of 

gonadotropin secretion.

OVERDOSAGE
No symptoms or signs associated with overdosage have 

been reported. It is possible that sodium and water reten­

tion may occur.
The oral LD50 of oxandrolone in mice and dogs is greater 

than 5,000 mg/kg. No specific antidote is known, but 

gastric lavage may be used.

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION
Therapy with anabolic steroids is adjunctive to and not a 
replacement for conventional therapy. The duration of 

therapy with Oxandrin (oxandrolone) will depend on the 

response of the patient and the possible appearance of 

adverse reactions. Therapy should be intermittent.

Adults: The usual adult dosage of Oxandrin is one 2.5-mg 
tablet 2 to 4 times daily. However, the response of indi­

viduals to anabolic steroids varies, and a daily dosage of 
as little as 2.5 mg or as much as 20 mg may be required 

to achieve the desired response. A course of therapy of 2 

to 4 weeks is usually adequate. This may be repeated 

intermittently as indicated.
Children: For children the total daily dosage of Oxandrin 

is <0.1 mg per kilogram body weight or <0.045 mg per 

pound of body weight. This may be repeated intermittently 

as indicated.

HOW SUPPLIED
Oxandrin 2.5-mg tablets are oval, white, and scored with 

BTG on one side and "11" on each side of the scoreline 

on the other side; bottles of 100 (NDC 54396-111-11).

F^only 4/17/98

Manufactured for
BTG Pharmaceuticals by:

G.D. Searle & Co.
Chicago, IL 60680

Address medical inquiries to:
BTG Pharmaceuticals

Medical Affairs
70 Wood Avenue Soutn
Iselin, NJ 08830

BTG PHARMACEUTICALS
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Panelists L-R: Gary Norman, Katrina C. Rose, Candice Clark, Robert Helaire, and Jeanne 
Sommerfeld.

Discussing hate
► Community forum 
dissects the use of 
hate crimes law
by D.L GROOVER

A state’s response to crimes of bias 
should be based not on whether the law is 
constitutionally-sound, but because hate 
“just isn’t right,” said one participant at a 
hate crimes forum, May 7.

“What really chaps my hide is that peo­
ple start talking about the technicalities, 
and the legalities, and the constitutional­
ity. What about the fact that things are 
just not right?,” Robert Helaire, board 
member of People With Aids Coalition, 
asked the gathering.

Helaire was part of a five-person hate 
crimes panel held in conjunction with the 
Gay And Lesbian Film Festival at Rice 
Media Center, last Friday

The panalist joining Helaire were: Gary 
Norman, hate crimes specialist at the 
Montrose Counseling Center; Katrina C. 
Rose, attorney and transgender advocate; 
Candice Clark, a representative for 
H.A.T.C.H. (Houston Area Teen 
Coalition of Homosexuals); and Jeanne 
Sommerfeld, president of the Texas chap­
ter of the National Organization for 
Women.

The discussion followed a showing of 
the documentary “The Brandon Teena 
Story.” The film depicts the harrowing 
rape and murder of a young woman from 
Nebraska, Teena Brandon, who tried to 
live her all-too-brief life as a man.

Helaire’s ire over obstacles to passing 
statewide hate crimes legislation was just 
one of many threads discussed in an effort 
to fully explore the specter of the particu­

lar form of violence.
The documentary proved to be the per­

fect starting point for discussing hate and 
its victims.

“These people are disconnected. 
Brandon had very few people in his life 
that he could talk to, that he felt comfort­
able with. I see that also with my clients,” 
said Norman.

His view was shared by Helaire who 
said, ‘What struck me was the actual 
aloneness that Brandon had. He had 
absolutely no where to turn. It makes me 
very thankful for organizations like 
H.A.T.C.H. that can provide an outlet for 
kids who are fortunate enough to get out 
of that environment, get somewhere, and 
get help.”

Norman said avoiding hate crime is 
more than getting out of harm’s way. He 
said hatred is deep-seated and is an evil 
society as a whole should address. “It’s 
easy to say the perpetrators are evil, but 
that’s giving society almost too much of a 
way out, as opposed to all of us taking 
some responsibility.”

Rose said, “The quote about Brandon’s 
murder that sticks in my mind wasn’t in 
the movie but from Norm MacDonald, 
back when he was doing the Weekend 
Update on ‘Saturday Night Live.’ He kind 
of laughed and said everyone connected 
with the case should be taken out and 
killed.”

Sommerfeld said hate crimes will not 
go away because some lawmakers decree 
it so. There are other considerations.

“The rape of Brandon was a way of 
telling her that her identifying as a man 
was inappropriate and was crossing soci­
etal boundaries.”

She added, “Laws don’t make hate
>- See Forum Page 14
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"We Fight Dirty"
MON-FRI • 7AM-7PM • SAT • 8AM-5PM 

One Day Service, Mon - Sat in by 9:30am, ready by 4:30pm 

All Cleaning Performed on Site

3407 Montrose Blvd., Ste. B4 • Houston 77006

713.52 7.0880

Selling your life insurance 
is a major decision.
Shouldn't this option be discussed 
face-to-face?
"When you're gay, living with HIV and thinking of 
selling your life insurance, shouldn't you be given a 
face-to-face consultation in a no-pressure, no-obli­
gation environment? At Linked Viatical Benefits, we 
pride ourselves in being the only gay owned and 
operated viatical broker with a local office in 
Houston. After all, we believe in providing you the 
personal attention you deserve and getting the most 
money in the shortest time. We guarantee it!"

Call 1-800-275-3090!
Damon Lively 

Sales & Marketing

b

LINKED VIATICAL BENEFITS

3701 KIRBY DRIVE, SUITE 1036 • HOUSTON • 713-528-6777
E-MAIL: info@lvbenefits.com

•Y'l SINCE 1938

Gillman
IRA ♦ MITSUBISHI MOTORS

Wake Up And Drive. '

Hal Burright

Come in and Check Out Our 
Spring Specials 

and Drive Away in a New

Gillman
Acura Or Mitsubishi 
It’s Still The Only 

Way To Go!

GILLMAN

10!

10
OOWWTOWW 
HOUSTON

GREENSPOINT
Rankin Rd. @ 1-45 North

Exit 62 - 1 Exit North of Greenspoint Mall 

(281) 821-1100 or Toll Free 1-800-288-9180 
www.gillmanauto.com
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LETTERS
London bombing has impact here
Editor:

It was with great sadness that I 
learned about the bombing of The 
Admiral Duncan in Soho (London). I 
have had many a pint in that place. It 
was friendly oasis in the sometimes 
inhospitable London gay scene. I spent 
one of the saddest days in recent U.K. 
history there. I just happened to be in 
London the day of Diana’s funeral, and 
was amazed at how many gays and les-

in black). I hooked up with a young kid 
from Glasgow whose English I could bare­
ly understand. As we were knocking back 
the whiskey (single malt) we talked about 
how much Diana’s death had affected the 
nation and the gay community. There was 
not a dry eye in the place, and no one was 
ashamed to be weeping. I will never forget 
that day. Now I wonder now how many 
people I came in contact in that place 
might be maimed or dead. It makes me

bians were mourning the demise of the Protesters outside London's The Admiral Duncan shudder.
princess in Hyde Park. After the service-----------------------------------------------------
was over we all wandered over to Soho to mourn “in true Duncan Elliott
styl,” (I have never seen so many people fashionably dressed via e-mail

The community needs one name to include everyone
Editor:

I have been watching the discussion and media concerning the 
inclusiveness of the Greater Houston Gay And Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce. I am not a founding member of any organization, 
but I am a gay man who has learned a lot since coming out. To 
me the answer to this problem is quite clear. As a community, we 
have no problem with transgendered persons being involved and 
helping at our events. I may be mistaken, but is it not true that 
there are even several transgendered members of the Q Patrol 
marching the streets for OUR safety?

I believe that the discrimination we all face has the potential to 
teach us more about life and to make us grow stronger as human 
beings. But it doesn’t seem we have learned our lessons that well. 
Our lesbian sisters have faced and still face this same discrimi­
nation from us. And yet as a community they have been support­
ive of gay men. I believe the lesson we should learn from being 
oppressed is not to turn around and do the same to the next per­

son. But instead we make excuses like, “they are different from 
us,” or worse, we ignore them and say they are whining when 
they want to be included.

I understand the argument about not wanting to say a long 
sentence every time you address a group. Instead of 
“Lesbigaytrans” why not think of a monosyllabic word for us all. 
Even I still shudder at “queer,” but if that is what it takes to be 
fair... or why not something new, borrow from “Star Trek” and call 
us the Q Continuum. Seriously though, I am a blue-collared 
machinist with a high school education. Aren’t there some college 
educated minds in this community who can figure out how to be 
fair to all in our community? Because frankly, if we are ever going 
to receive equal rights I don’t want them unless it includes every­
one in our community.

Russ Byrd 
via e-mail

TV Montrose showed Houston what the community was all about
Editor:

I was so distraught to hear about the 
cancellation of TV Montrose. I was even 
more dismayed to read the letter to the 
editor {Houston Voice, April 30, page 8) by 
Martin Kavka. I am a straight, black, 26- 
year-old female who was proud my city of 
Houston aired a show that allowed homo­
sexuals to express themselves. Most 
importantly, TV Montrose allowed our 
society to see that homosexuals are peo- 
ple/humans with hopes, dreams, aspira­
tions and turmoil. Did you see the story 
about Matthew Shepard? Do you realize 

.it was the only one of its kind? Not one

other television station in the whole city 
covered the vigil. I am sure all who 
watched that episode was crying with 
me. I am disappointed, too, by the obvi­
ous lack of support (within the gay com­
munity) Steve Baker wrote about (‘An 
open letter to community from TV 
Montrose, Houston Voice, April 23, page 
9).

Let me tell you what I saw on TV 
Montrose. For the first time in my life I 
saw our society moving closer to an age 
where there is no discrimination. 
Optimistic? Yes. Crazy? Maybe. Unheard 
of? I don’t think so. OK, it wasn’t like

watching NBC, CBS or any other well- 
established television network... TV 
Montrose was a success...for the mere 
fact that the show was about a people 
fighting for a cause.

To Baker and all involved in TV 
Montrose: Thank you for allowing us to 
see the true face of homosexuality. Thank 
you for fighting against discrimination. 
Although it may seem that “we” are a 
part of the few, know that your support­
ers are still strong.

Zarina A. Omar 
via facsimile

Vice President Gore lauds fundamental values of inclusion
Editor:

(The following letter was sent to the Pride Committee of
Houston)

I am honored to have this opportunity to send my person-

Vice President 
Al Gore

*

al greetings to everyone taking part in the 
observation of the 1999 Gay and Lesbian 
Pride Celebration. While I regret that I can­
not be with you in person, I want to offer my 
best wishes to all of you. The theme of this 
year’s celebration-“Prideful Past, Powerful 
Future”-is particularly significant in this, 
the 30th anniversary of the Stonewall riots of 
1969 and the beginning of the modem gay 
and lesbian movement. Today, I hope that all 
Americans will join in recognizing that the

diversity of our people is the source of our strength. Our 
nation’s success depends on our ability to value the positive 
contributions that every member of our society can make, 
regardless of sexual orientation. You can be sure that I will 
continue to support the right of every American to succeed 
without the burden of prejudice, discrimination, or persecu­
tion not only in government, but in all walks of life. Tipper 
joins me in thanking you for your commitment to our nation 
and its fundamental values of inclusion, opportunity, and 
respect for every individual. Please accept our warmest per­
sonal regards.

Al Gore 
Vice President of the United States 

via facsimile
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by JAY VANASCO

VIEWPOINT

Lesbian look open to more than just one style

or the first 
time ever, I 
have a gay

about style, length, look, and do 
something fabulous. I am a stylist’s 
worst nightmare-I have a picture in 
my head about what I want, but I 

from his chair wearing hair that 
belongs on a supermodel. Even after 
I stopped the hairdryer-and-gel- 
thing, I still get compliments. It’s 

upcoming fifth college reunion, the 
other lesbians I knew in college are 
going to take one look at me and 
comment, “Oh, are you straight 

hairdresser. He is not anything like
I expected, yet he meets all the 

seem to be unable to communicate it 
to anyone. Even when I bring a 

nothing that I asked for, but every­
thing I wanted. Unlike the women I 

now?” Of course, I hear some of 
them are married to men, so I guess

stereotypes. He wears all black. He 
minces. He wipes scuff marks off 
the wooden floors near his chair. He 

photo ripped from the pages of Elie, 
I tend to say something like, “I want 
my hair cut like this, but, you know, 

had seen before him, Brad-being 
gay himself-wasn’t caught up in my 
being a lesbian. He assessed me as 

I won’t worry about my gay card 
being taken away any time soon. 
Still, I want to stand with my les­

tries to get me to pluck my eye­
brows. He is absolutely perfect. 
Since I graduated from college five 
years ago, I have been through six 
hairstylists (I’m not using any real 
names, here. I’m convinced there’s 
some sort of hair-cutting mafia that 
punishes people who talk badly 
about their hairstylist). There was 
Lacey, a Goth single mother, who 
never wanted to part my hair on the 
side I part it. There was Alice, a 
cheerful, bumbling woman who 
massacred my simple bob so badly 
that my next hairdresser, La- 
Shonda, asked gently, “Girlfriend, 
do you use a mirror when you cut 
your hair?” There was Stacey, who 
constantly pushed pricey products 
on me (special conditioners, sham­
poos, gels, mousses). There was 
Maryanne, who cut my hair too 
short and talked constantly. And 
now there’s Brad.

Before Brad, I only went to 
(straight) women, because I had 
thought that women would under­
stand me better, that they would lis­
ten to my incoherent ramblings 

longer on the sides and different 
bangs, and not so high, and...” So 
what usually happens is that the 
stylist, exasperated, talks to me a 
lot beforehand, figures out I’m a les­
bian, and then gives me her version 
of a lesbian cut-which means either 
pretty short and raggedy, or the 
good old lesbian shag, short on the 
sides, long in back. But Brad- 
aahhh, Brad understands that IT 
DOESN’T MATTER WHAT I SAY I 
WANT! Because what I’m longing 
for, deep down, is to look good. One 
of the first things Brad said to me 
when I sat down in his chair was 
something like, “You know, every­
thing’s lesbian chic these days, girl­
friend. Everything’s about style. 
The girls you want to pick up at 
GirlBar don’t want to see you in a 
butch cut. They want flair.” (Since 
I’m partnered, I’m not in the market 
to pick up girls, but he got the gen­
eral idea).

Then, silently, he seemed to wave 
his scissors around my head three 
times and fuss over it with gel-type 
stuff and a hairdryer. I emerged 

a person and was able to see what I 
myself couldn’t articulate: I am a 
woman who has bought into the 
male standard of beauty. I can’t 
help myself.

This is embarrassing. How can a 
dyke be strong when a new color 
nailpolish (“Celadon Shimmer,” in 
my case) leaves her simpering? How 
can she be independent when she 
would rather look pretty instead of 
competent? How can she be taken 
seriously when she’s constantly 
checking out her new haircut in a 
mirror? I worked so hard in college 
to free my body from the patriarchal 
prison of perfection, that this seems 
to be an enormous step backward. 
What was all that sacrifice for any­
way? I stopped shaving. I cut my 
hair ruthlessly short. I abandoned 
makeup, dresses and the color pink.

Now that all my bad straight 
habits are back, I have to be extra­
creative to make sure that other les­
bians pick me up on their gaydar 
(usually it entails saying something 
like, “Oh, hey, by the way, I’m a les­
bian, too.”) I’m terrified that, at my 

bian sisters. I don’t want to pass as 
straight when I worked so hard to 
be out of the closet. I want people to 
know they can’t tell homphobic 
jokes in front of me, that I won’t 
appreciate being whistled at, that I 
am not simply eye candy.

Brad made me feel better. “Think 
about it,” he told me. “Gay men get 
attention from straight women all 
the time. We love it. I love when les­
bians are so gorgeous that straight 
men ask them out and then get 
turned down. They get so mad that 
there’s something out there that 
looks like that and they can’t have 
it.” And there’s something else, too. 
If we subvert our personalities to 
the lesbian paradigm when that 
isn’t our real style, aren’t we just 
buying in to a different kind of 
prison? There is room enough for all 
of us—butches, soft hutches, and 
those like me with a chic haircut 
given by a gay hairdresser.

Vanasco can be contacted through 
this newspaper or at 

jvanasco@uchicago. edu
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The gay side of nature examined in new book
► Even as moralists and 
activists continue to debate 
homosexuality, many species 
casually practice it

Giraffes do it, goats do it, 
birds and bonobos and dol­
phins do it.

Human beings—a lot of 
them anyway—like to do it 
too, but of all the planet’s 
species, they’re the only ones 
who are oppressed when 
they try.

What humans share 
with so many other ani­
mals, it now appears, is 
freewheeling homosexu­
ality. For centuries oppo­
nents of gay rights have 

seen same-gender sex as a uniquely human phe­
nomenon, one of the many ways our famously cor­
ruptible species flouts the laws of nature. But 
nature’s morality, it seems, may be remarkably 
flexible, at least if the new book “Biological 
Exuberance” by linguist and cognitive scientist 
Bruce Bagemihl, is to be believed.

According to Bagemihl, the animal kingdom is 
a more sexually complex place than most people 
know—one where couplings routinely take place 

tXUBERAffce

Bonobos partake of same-sex parings

<•

not just between male-female pairs but also between 
male-male and female-female ones.

What’s more, same-sex partners don’t meet merely 
for brief encounters, but may form long-term bonds, 
sometimes mating for years or even for life.

Bagemihl’s ideas have caused a stir in the higher, 
human community, especially among scientists who 
find it simplistic to equate any animal behavior with 
human behavior. But Bagemihl stands behind the 
findings, arguing that if homosexuality comes natu­
rally to other creatures, perhaps it’s time to quit get­
ting into such a lather over the fact that it comes nat­
urally to humans too.

“Animal sexuality is more complex than we imag­
ined,” says Bagemihl.

“That diversity is part of human heritage.”
For a love that long dared not speak its name, ani­

mal homosexuality is astonishingly common. 
Scouring zoological journals and conducting extensive 
interviews with scientists, Bagemihl found same-sex 
pairings documented in more than 450 different 
species.

In a world teeming with more than one million 
species, that may not seem like much. Animals, how­
ever, can be surprisingly prim about when and under 
whose prying eye they engage in sexual activity; as 
few as 2,000 species have thus been observed closely 
enough to reveal their full range of coupling behavior. 
Within such a small sampling, 450 represents more

>■ See Animal Page 14
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On JU1V I2, he 9’rnernber HIV+ crew of The Survivor completed the 

2,261 mile Trans-Paci ic Yacht Race from California to Hawaii. Their journey took 10 days, 
6 hours, and 12 minutes. The hull of The Survivor was covered with the names of friends who had lost 

their battle with AIDS. These Angels on the Hull accompanied the crew through the long days and nights 
of their odyssey, inspiring them o succeea. Boehringer Ingelheim and Roxane Laboratories applaud the 

efforts of Get Challenged and all HIV+ men ana ^o^~not just for surviving, but for achieving. The Survivor 
will sail again in the 1999 Trans-Pac race. For more information, call 1-800-328-4102 or visit www.rocktheboat.net.
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Poll shows growing support for gay candidates, issues
Support from page 1
sexual orientation. That percentage includes 67 percent 
of Republican primary voters and 70 percent of funda­
mentalist Christians. Job discrimination is now prohibit­
ed in only 10 states.

Regarding hate crimes, 75 percent of voters including 61 
percent of Republican primary voters and 70 percent of 
fundamentalist Christians said that crimes motivated by 
sexual orientation bias should be considered hate crimes.

Other findings:
• 56 percent of voters said gays should have the right 

to health care benefits for their partners;
• 55 percent said service members should not be dis­

charged from the military for acknowledging their homo­
sexuality.

“We see that despite their differences voters are coming 
together around some very important issues,” said Lynn 

Greer, the GLVF chair. “It doesn’t normally make head­
lines, but it is terribly important that we see these areas of 
common ground at this time when so many Americans are 
longing for an end to the bitter partisanship of the past.”

The American public has a diminishing faith in politi­
cians, often perceived as dishonest, partisan and indebt­
ed to special interest groups, and are looking for candi­
dates who are not typical, said pollster Dianne Feldman 
of the Feldman Group, the organization that conducted 
the research. Gay candidates are considered to be more 
honest and less typical, she said.

People have also reached a point at which discrimination 
is no longer tolerated. “Opposition to discrimination has 
become an ‘apple pie’ value for Americans,” Feldman said.

“When you put these (factors) together, there is a 
resistance to anybody attacking those who are gay and a 
trend toward accepting them,” she said. “I think this is

□
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"Sailing the Pacific was both a mental and physical challenge, 24 hours 
a day. The ocean controlled when I ate and slept. Fortunately, I had to 
take only one VIRAMUNE® tablet twice a day’as part of my antiretroviral 

combination.

"Although I chose VIRAMUNE®as part of my combination for its 
convenience, the goal of my therapy was to reach an undetectable 

viral load. At the time of the race, I was fitter than ever."

Ask your doctor whether VIRAMUNE® could fit into your treatment 
strategy. VIRAMUNE® is indicated for use with other antiretroviral agents 
for the treatment of HIV-1 infection. However, there is no cure for HIV 
infection. Currently, it is not known whether taking VIRAMUNE- in com­
bination with other antiretrovirals will help you live longer or reduce the 
number of infections or other illnesses that can occur with HIV. You 
should also be aware that all antiretrovirals can cause side effects. 
VIRAMUNE® is associated with severe rash and liver toxicity, including 

fatal cases of each. Other side effects reported include fever, nausea, 
headache, and abnormal liver function tests. VIRAMUNE® is, however, 

generally well tolerated by most patients.

•Recommended dose: one 200 mg tablet once a day for first 14 days; then one 200 mg tablet twice a day.

Tablets, Oral Suspension
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Mike Schmidt, 
HIV+ crew member of The Survivor, 

on the dosing convenience of VIRAMUNE® 

Please see important information about VIRAMUNE* on adjacent page.

Reimbursement/Patient Assistance Product Information

1-800-274-8651 • Web site: www.Viramune.com • 1-800-848-0120
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actually an important moment for electing more gays and 
lesbians to office.”

Feldman noted a few important caveats to her 
research. She said when a candidate was described 
superficially as gay, the candidate lost 15 points of sup­
port from one who was not, and she called that “an enor­
mously serious point.”

She also found that gay candidates are often perceived 
as more liberal and more interested in health care issues. 
Those are details that she said could work to the advan­
tage or disadvantage of an openly gay candidate.

Those polled were less likely to identify with a gay can­
didate verses a straight one. Forty percent said they felt 
a straight candidate would understand their values ver­
sus 13 percent who said a gay candidate would.

In addition, 26 percent said that the straight candi­
dates “care about people like me” while 11 percent 
— thought the same of a gay candidate.

Feldman’s advice for gay candidates is not that dif­
ferent than the advice she would offer to all candi­
dates. Gay men and lesbians running for office 
should run a strong campaign that focuses on a clear 
set of priorities rather than on sexual orientation. 
They should be open and honest about being gay but 
should not be defensive or dwell on personal infor­
mation, she said.

The GLVF research, conducted between March 29 
to April 2, consisted of a national poll of 1,000 voters 
likely to participate in the 2000 elections.

The project included focus group research in three 
markets familiar with gay candidates: Madison, 
Wisconsin; Tucson, Arizona and Encino, California. 
The national poll’s overall margin of error is plus or 
minus 3.1 percent.

Push still on for 
hate crime bill
Hate from page 1
Houston. “As a white Southerner, the thought that a 
man could be murdered because of his race in 1999 is 
heart-breaking,” Clinton said. “It is the country’s 
organization, the country’s dominant values, the 
country’s leadership, the country’s direction that 
matters.”

Hardy-Garcia had met the president once before 
when she was invited to a White House conference, 
but she only met him in a receiving line and did not 
get the opportunity to discuss issues with him.

The Byrd family also met with Gov. Bush last week 
but were not as pleased with the meeting. While 
some media reports called the meeting “cordial,” 
Hardy-Garcia said the Byrd family told her that the 
governor was not even nice to them. Bush said he 
would not use his influence to bring the bill to a vote 
in the Senate.

“The meeting with the president was after a very 
frustrating meeting they had with George Bush,” 
Hardy-Garcia said. “He didn’t treat them very well. 
They came away very hurt.”

Byrd’s daughter Mullins said to reporters she told 
Bush that “next to God, you’re the guy with my 
father’s fate in your hands. It’s up to you whether or 
not my father died in vain.”

Hardy-Garcia said she met briefly with Bush last 
week and was also displeased with his response. She 
said she believes Bush is only concerned with his 
aspirations toward the presidency and not with the 
state of Thxas. She also noted that Bush did not 
attend the funeral of Byrd but only made a condo­
lence call.

“If this bill does not pass, it’s because George Bush 
killed it,” Hardy-Garcia said May 10.

The meeting with the president came at a time 
when Hardy-Garcia is hard at work on other issues 
important to gays and lesbian. Most bills relevant to 
the community are being considered together in a 
committee and have not reached the House floor.
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Even as moralists continue to debate homosexuality, 
many species casually practice it, says researcher
Animal from page 12 
than 20 percent.

That 20 percent may spend its time lustily or quite ten­
derly. Among bonobos, a chimp-like ape, homosexual 
pairings account for as much as 50 percent of all sexual 
activity. Females especially engage in repeated acts of 
same-sex sex, spending far more than the 12 or so sec­
onds the whole transaction can take when a randy male 
is involved.

Male giraffes practice necking—literally—in a very big 
way, entwining their long bodies until both partners 
become sexually aroused. Heterosexual and homosexual 
dolphin pairs engage in face-to-face sexual encounters 
that look altogether human. Animals as diverse as ele­

phants and rodents practice same-sex mounting, and 
macaques raise that affection ante further, often Idssing 
while assuming a coital position.

Same-gender sexual activity, says Bagemihl, “encom­
passes a wide range of forms.”

What struck Bagemihl most is those forms that go 
beyond mere sexual gratification. Humboldt penguins 
may have homosexual unions that last six years; male 
greylag geese may stay paired for 15 years—a lifetime 
commitment when you’ve got the lifespan of a goose. 
Bears and some other mammals may bring their young 
into homosexual unions, raising them with their same- 
sex partner just as they would with a member of the 
opposite sex.
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INDICATIONS AND USAGE: VIRAMUNE" (nevirapine) is indicated for use in combination with other antiretroviral agents 
for the treatment of HIV-1 infection. This indication is based on analyses of changes in surrogate endpoints. At present, 
there are no results from controlled clinical trials evaluating the effect of VIRAMUNE" in combination with other antiretro­
viral agents on the clinical progression of HIV-1 infection, such as the incidence of opportunistic infections or survival.
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WARNINGS: Severe and life-threatening skin reactions have occurred in patients treated with VIRAMUNE”, including 
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stitutional symptoms such as fever, blistering, oral lesions, conjunctivitis, swelling, muscle or joint aches, or general 
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has resolved. (See DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION)
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The duration of clinical benefit from antiretroviral therapy may be limited. Patients receiving VIRAMUNE” or any other 
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a rash accompanied by constitutional symptoms such as fever, blistering, oral lesions, conjunctivitis, swelling, muscle 
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months of therapy. VIRAMUNE” administration should be interrupted in patients experiencing moderate or severe liver 
function test abnormalities until liver function tests return to baseline values; VIRAMUNE” should be permanently dis­
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physicians immediately should symptoms of hepatitis occur.
Oral contraceptives and other hormonal methods of birth control should not be used as a method of contraception in 
women taking VIRAMUNE' (See PRECAUTIONS, Drug Interactions)
Patients should be informed that VIRAMUNE' therapy has not been shown to reduce the risk of transmission of HIV-1 
to others through sexual contact or blood contamination. The long term effects of VIRAMUNE*  are unknown at this time. 

VIRAMUNE" is not a cure for HIV-1 infection: patients may continue to experience illnesses associated with advanced HIV-1 
infection including opportunistic infections. Treatment with VIRAMUNE" has not been shown to reduce the inadence or 
frequency of such illnesses: patients should be advised to remain under the care of a physician when using VIRAMUNE”. 

Patients should be informed to take VIRAMUNE” every day as prescribed. Patients should not alter the dose without 
consulting their doctor. If a dose is missed, patients should take the next dose as soon as possible. However, if a dose 
is skipped, the patient should not double the next dose. Patients should be advised to report to their doctor the use of 

any other medications.
Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis. Impairment of Fertility: Long-term carcinogenicity studies of nevirapine in animals are 
currently in progress. In genetic toxicology assays, nevirapine showed no evidence of mutagenic or clastogemc activity 
in a battery of in vitro and in vivo assays including microbial assays for gene mutation (Ames: Salmonella strains and 
E coli), mammalian cell gene mutation assays (CHO/HGPRT), cytogenetic assays using a Chinese hamster ovary cell 
line and a mouse bone marrow micronucleus assay following oral administration. In reproductive toxicology studies 
evidence of impaired fertility was seen in female rats at doses providing systemic exposure, based on AUG approxi­
mately equivalent to that provided with the recommended clinical dose of VIRAMUNE”.

Pregnancy: Pregnancy Category C: No observable teratogenicity was detected in reproductive studies performed in 
pregnant rats and rabbits. In rats, a significant decrease in fetal body weight occurred at doses providing systemic exposure 
approximately 50% higher, based on AUC. than that seen at the recommended human clinical dose
The maternal and developmental no-observable-effect level dosages in rats and rabbits produced systemic exposures 
approximately equivalent to or approximately 50% higher, respectively, than those seen at the recommended daily 
human dose, based on AUC. There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women VIRAMUNE’ should 
be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus.

Horsing Mothers: Preliminary results from an ongoing pharmacokinetic study (ACTG 250) of 10 HIV-1 -infected pregnant 
women who were administered a single oral dose of 100 or 200 mg VIRAMUNE" at a median of 5 8 hours before delrvery 
indicate that nevirapine readily crosses the placenta and is found in breast milk. Consistent with the recommendation 
by the U.S. Public Health Service Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that HIV-infected mothers not breast-feed their 
infants to avoid risking postnatal transmission of HIV, mothers should discontinue nursing if they are receiving VIRAMUNE*  

Pediatric Use: Safety was assessed in trial Bl 882 in which patients were followed for a mean duration of 33 9 months 
(range: 6.8 months to 5.3 years, including long-term follow-up in 29 of these patients in tnal Bl 892) The most frequently 
reported adverse events related to VIRAMUNE® in pediatnc patients were similar to those observed in adults with the 
exception of granulocytopenia which was more commonly observed in children. Serious adverse events were assessed 
in ACTG 245, a double-blind, placebo controlled trial of VIRAMUNE® (n = 305) in which pediatric patients received 
combination treatment with VIRAMUNE®. In this trial two patients were reported to experience Stevens-Johnson syn­
drome or Stevens-Johnson/toxic epidermal necrolysis transition syndrome. Cases of allergic reaction including one case 
of anaphylaxis were also reported. The evaluation of the antiviral activity of VIRAMUNE” in pediatnc patients is ongoing. 

Table 1 summarizes the marked laboratory abnormalities occurring in pediatric patients in Trial Bl 882 and in follow-up 
Trial Bl 892.
Table 1: Number of Pediatric Patients (%) with Marked Laboratory Abnormalities in Trials Bl 882 and Bl 892 Combined.

No. (%) of Patients 
____________________________________________________________________________________n=37________________

Hematology
Decreased Hg (<8.0 g/dL) • 7 (19)
Decreased platelets (<50,000/mm)) 4 (11)
Decreased neutrophils (<750/mm1) 14 (38)
Increased MCV (>100 F/L) 13 (35)

Blood Chemistry
Increased ALT (>250 U/L) 4 (11)
Increased AST (>250 U/L) 5 (14)
Increased GGT (>450 U/L) 4 (11)
Increased total bilirubin (>2.5 mg/dL) 1 (3)
Increased alkaline phosphatase (>2x ULN) 19 (51)
Increased amylase (>2x ULN)________ _________________________________________ 6 (16)______________

ADVERSE REACTIONS: Adults: The most frequently reported adverse events related to VIRAMUNE*  therapy were rash, 
fever, nausea, headache, and abnormal liver function tests.
The rfajor clinical toxicity of VIRAMUNE® is rash, with VIRAMUNE’-attributable rash occurring in 17% of patients 
in combination regimens in Phase ll/lll controlled studies. Thirty-seven percent of patients treated with VIRAMUNE® 
experienced rash compared with 20% of patients treated in control groups of either ZDV+ddl or ZDV alone (Table 2). 
Severe or life-threatening rash occurred in 7.6% of VIRAMUNE’-treated patients compared with 1.2% of patients 
treated in the control groups.
Rashes are usually mild to moderate, maculopapular erythematous cutaneous eruptions, with or without pruritus, 
located on the trunk, face and extremities. The majority of severe rashes occurred within the first 28 days of treat­
ment; 25% of the patients with severe rashes required hospitalization: and one patient required surgical intervention. 
All patients recovered. Overall. 7% of patients discontinued VIRAMUNE’ due to rash.

Table 2: Percentage of Patients with Rashes in Adult Controlled Trials3

ACTG 241» Bl 1037 Bl 1011 COMBINED DATA

NVP+ZDV 
+ddl

ZDV+ddl NVP+ZDV ZDV NVP+ZDV ZDV NVP CONTROL

n 197 201 30 30 25 24 252 255

Rash events of all 
Grades and all causality 39.6% 23.9% 26.7% 6.7% 32.0% 4.2% 37.3% 20.0%

Grade 3 or 4 rash 
events; all causality 8.1% 1.5% 3.3% 0% 8.0% 0% 7.6% 1.2%

3 At recommended dose of one 200 mg tablet daily for the first 14 days followed by one 200 mg tablet twice daily
6 Trial ACTG 241 was designed to report Grade 3/4 (severe or life-threatening) events; except for several pre-specified 

events including rash for which all grades are reported
Table 3 lists treatment-related clinical adverse events that occurred in patients receiving VIRAMUNE*  in ACTG 241 and 

in Trials Bl 1037 and Bl 1011.
Table 3: Comparative Incidence of Selected Drug-Related Events in Adult Controlled Trials____________

ACTG 241 Trial Bl 1037 and Bl 1011

Grade 3/4 events All severities

NVP+ZDV+ddl ZDV+ddl NVP+ZDV ZDV alone

Number of patients 197 201 55 30

Overall incidence of related adverse events 31% 23% 42% 33%

Rash 8 2 20 3

Fever 3 3 11 3

Nausea 5 4 9 3

Headache 3 3 11 0
Diarrhea 2 2 0 0
Abdominal pain 1 2 2 0
Ulcerative stomatitis 0 0 4 0
Peripheral neuropathy 0 2 0 0
Paraesthesia 1 0 2 0
Myalgia 1 0 2 7
Hepatitis 1 0 4 0

Laboratory Abnormalities: Table 4 summarizes marked laboratory abnormalities occurring in three controlled studies. 

Table 4: Percentage of Adult Patients with Marked Laboratory Abnormalities

Data combined for controlled trials 
ACTG 241. Bl 1037 & Bl 1011

VIRAMUNE*  Control
n=252 n=255

Hematology
Decreased Hg (<8.0 g/dL) 1.2% 2.0%
Decreased platelets (<50,000/mm3) 0.8 0.8
Decreased neutrophils (<750/mm3) 11.1 10 2

Blood chemistry
Increased ALT (>250 U/L) ‘ 3.4 3.5
Increased AST (>250 U/L) 2.0 2.4
Increased GGT (>450 U/L) 2.4 -4
Increased total bilirubin (>2.5 mg/dL) 04 14

Asymptomatic elevations in GGT levels are more frequent in vlRAMUNE’{“|PlernD^,hj"riTQT°?lrm 
hepatitis has been reported in VIRAMUNE’-treated patients, monitonng of ALT (SGRB and AST (SGOT) is strongly rec­
ommended, especially during the first six months of VIRAMUNE*  treatment. (See wakninus)

Pediatric Patients:The most frequently reported adverse events related to VIRAMUNE*  similar
to those observed in adults, with the exception of granulocytopenanwhich more commonh/ observed in children
(See PRECAUTIONS Pediatric Use.) The safety profile of VIRAMUNE*  in neonates has not been established.

OVERDOSAGE: There is no known antidote for VIRAMUNE*  overdosage. overdose at doses
ranging from 800 to 1800 mg per day for up to 15 days have been reported. Patients have experienced events including 
edema erythema nodosum, fatigue, fever, headache, insomnia, nausea pulmonary mfiltrates, rash, vertigo, vomiting 
and weight decrease. All events subsided following discontinuation of VIRAMUNE

R)(oniv Revised 9/10/98

© 1999 Roxane Laboratories, Inc. RX-2267CA-BW (4/99)

Boehringer Ingelheim

Roxane Laboratories

But witnessing same-sex activity and understanding it 
are two different things, and some experts believe 
observers like Bagemihl are misreading the evidence.

In species that lack sophisticated language—which is 
to sayBall species but ours—sex serves many nonsexual 
purposes, including establishing alliances and appeasing 
enemies, all things animals must do with members of 
both sexes.

“Sexuality helps animals maneuver around each other 
before making real contact,” says Martin Daly, an evolu­
tionary psychologist at McMaster University in Ontario. 
“Putting all that into a homosexual category seems sim­
plistic.”

Even if some animals do engage in homosexual activi- 
— ty purely for pleasure, their behavior still serves as 

an incomplete model—and an incomplete explana­
tion—for human behavior.

“In our society homosexuality means a principal or 
exclusive orientation,” says psychology professor 
Frans de Waal of the Yerkes Primate Center in 
Atlanta. “Among animals it’s just non-reproductive 
sexual behavior.”

Whether any of this turns out to be good for the 
gay and lesbian community is unclear. While the 
new findings seem to support the idea that homosex­
uality is merely a natural form of sexual expression, 
Bagemihl believes such political questions may be 
beside the point.

'We shouldn’t have to look to the animal world to 
see what’s normal or ethical,” he says.

“Indeed, when it comes to answering those ques­
tions, Mother Nature seems to be keeping an open 
mind.”

Hate discussed at forum
Forum from page 9
crimes go away. What the law does is to provide a 

norm for our society. It says this is what we say is 
wrong. And, right now in Texas, we don’t say very 
strongly that hate crime is wrong.”

The discussion moved on to explore the possibility 
the morality of a state can be transformed through 
education. Some audience members expressed doubt. 
“I don’t think education’s going to do much. There 
are people who’s inclination is to hate, just out of a 
knee-jerk reaction,” said one.

Panelist Clark responded saying, “I don’t agree. 
The whole reason they’re being stupid is 'cause all 
their friends are stupid. It’s all a matter of peer pres­
sure. We have to start early. We just have to reach 
out and give them a reason to hope.”

Rose added, “Even if you’re willing to accept that 
(the murderers) were beyond hope, what about the 
rest of the folks? If they had just had any education 
about the transgender process or lesbians or anything, 
things might have turned out a little bit different.”

In the end, the forum focused on the difference 
between a hate crime and a non-biased act.

“The difference is the nature of the crime. When 
someone is robbed and beaten up when robbed, we 
punish them for robbery, we punish them for assault. 
And we know that’s where that crime ends. A hate 
crime conveys a very different message to the com­
munity—that you are under attack. There’s a differ­
ence between killing someone simply because they 
are gay, and killing someone because you wanted to 
rob their home.

“The message to the community is different,” said 
Sommerfeld.

She said, “I don’t know how we solve this to make 
the system of justice a system of justice for all of us, 
other than just doing the hard work of trudging 
through it day by day and working together to insure 
that we insist upon being treated with respect and 
fairness.”
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Panretm*  gel

A new KS treatment that
you can apply at home.

Panretin® gel does not prevent the appearance of new lesions or 

the increased growth of KS lesions not treated with Panretin® gel. 

Patients using Panretin " gel should avoid prolonged exposure of the 

treated area to sunlight or other ultraviolet light. While using 

Panretin*'  gel, you may experience some local effects such as 

redness, discomfort, itching, and skin peeling or flaking at the area

of application. Other possible local skin effects include: rawness, 

surface or deep cracking, scabbing, crusting, drainage, oozing, or 

infection. Consult your health care provider for more information 

on how to manage these effects. Do not use Panretin" gel if you 

are pregnant or breast feeding.

Panretin" gel is an innovative, self-administered topical retinoid 

gel used to treat skin lesions in persons with HIV-related Kaposi’s 

sarcoma. Your doctor can advise whether treatment with Panretin® 

gel is appropriate for you.

Your doctor can tell you more about Panretin® gel, how to use 

it and what results you may expect. For more information, call 

1-800-964-5836.

Panretin" gel is generally applied two times each day. Its use 

should be evaluated by your doctor in relation to other treatments 

you may be taking. Panretin" gel can be used whether or not you’ve 

tried any other anti-KS treatments, but should not be used when 

systemic anti-KS therapy is required.
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FOR TOPICAL USE ONLY

BRIEF SUMMARY
The following is a brief summary. Before prescribing, please consult full prescribing 
information.

INDICATIONS ANO USAGE
Panretin® gel is indicated for topical treatment of cutaneous lesions in patients with 
AIDS-related Kaposi’s sarcoma. Panretin® gel is not indicated when systemic anti-KS 
therapy is required (e.g., more than 10 new KS lesions in the prior month, sympto­
matic lymphedema, symptomatic pulmonary KS, or symptomatic visceral involve­
ment). There is no experience to date using Panretin® gel with systemic anti-KS 
treatment.

CONTRAINDICATIONS
Panretin® gel is contraindicated in patients with a known hypersensitivity to retinoids 
or to any of the ingredients of the product.

WARNINGS
Pregnancy: Panretin® gel could cause fetal harm if significant absorption were to 
occur in a pregnant woman. 9-c/s-Retinoic acid has been shown to be teratogenic in 
rabbits and mice. An increased incidence of fused sternebrae and limb and craniofa­
cial defects occurred in rabbits given oral doses of 0.5 mg/kg/day (about five times 
the estimated daily human topical dose on a mg/m2 basis, assuming complete sys­
temic absorption of 9-c/s-retinoic acid, when Panretin® gel is administered as a 60 g 
tube over 1 month in a 60 kg human) during the period of organogenesis. Limb and 
craniofacial defects also occurred in mice giyen a single oral dose of 50 mg/kg on 
day eleveti of gestation (about 127 times the estimated daily human topical dose on 
a mg/m2 basis). Oral 9-c/s-retinoic acid was also embryocidal, as indicated by early 
resorptions and post-implantation loss when it was given during the period of 
organogenesis to rabbits at doses of 1.5 mg/kg/day (about 15 times the estimated 
daily human topical dose on a mg/m2 basis) and to rats at doses of 5 mg/kg/day 
(about 25 times the estimated daily human topical dose on a mg/m2 basis). Animal 
reproduction studies with topical 9-c/s-retinoic acid have not been conducted. It is 
not known whether topical Panretin® gel can modulate endogenous 9-c/s-retinoic acid 
levels in a pregnant woman nor whether systemic exposure is increased by applica­
tion to ulcerated lesions or by duration of treatment. There are no adequate and well- 
controlled studies in pregnant women. If Panretin® gel is used during pregnancy, or if 
the patient becomes pregnant while taking it, the patient should be apprised of the 
potential hazard to the fetus. Women of child-bearing potential should be advised to 
avoid becoming pregnant.

PRECAUTIONS
Panretin" gel is indicated for topical treatment of Kaposi’s sarcoma. Patients with 
cutaneous T-cell lymphoma were less tolerant of topical Panretin" gel; five of seven 
patients had 6 episodes of treatment-limiting toxicities—grade 3 dermal irritation— 
with Panretin® gel (0.01% or 0.05%).

Photosensitivity: Retinoids as a class have been associated with photosensitivity. 
There were no reports of photosensitivity associated with the use of Panretin" gel in 
the clinical studies. Nonetheless, because in vitro data indicate that 9-c/s-retinoic 
acid may have a weak photosensitizing effect, patients should be advised to mini­
mize exposure of treated areas to sunlight and sunlamps during the use of Panretin® 
gel.
Drug Interactions: Patients who are applying Panretin* gel should not concurrently 
use products that contain DEET (N,N-diethyl-m-toluamide), a common component of 
insect repellent products. Animal toxicology studies showed increased DEET toxicity 
when DEET was included as part of the formulation.

Although there was no clinical evidence in the vehicle-controlled studies of drug 
interactions with systemic antiretroviral agents, including protease inhibitors, 
macrolide antibiotics, and azole antifungals, the effect of Panretin® gel on the steady­
state concentrations of these drugs is not known. No drug interaction data are avail­
able on concomitant administration of Panretin" gel and systemic anti-KS agents.

Drug/Laboratory Test Interactions: No interference with laboratory tests has been 
observed.

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility: Long-term studies in ani­
mals to assess the carcinogenic potential of 9-c/s-retinoic acid have not been con­
ducted.
9-c/s-Retinoic acid was not mutagenic in vitro (bacterial assays, Chinese hamster 
ovary cell HGPRT mutation assay) and was not clastogenic in vitro (chromosome 
aberration test in human lymphocytes) nor in vivo (mouse micronucleus test).

Pregnancy Category D (see “Warnings” section)

Nursing Mothers: It is not known whether alitretinoin or its metabolites are excreted 
in human milk. Because many drugs are excreted in human milk and because of the 
potential for adverse reactions from Panretin® gel in nursing infants, mothers should 
discontinue nursing prior to using the drug.

Pediatric Use: Safety and effectiveness in pediatric patients have not been established. 

Geriatric Use: Inadequate information is available to assess safety and efficacy in 
patients age 65 years or older.

ADVERSE REACTIONS
The safety of Panretin® gel has been assessed in clinical studies of 385 patients with 

AIDS-related KS. Adverse events associated with the use of Panretin® gel in patients 
with AIDS-related KS occurred almost exclusively at the site of application. The der­
mal toxicity begins as erythema; with continued application of Panretin® gel, erythema 
may increase and edema may develop. Dermal toxicity may become treatment-limit­
ing, with intense erythema, edema, and vesiculation. Usually, however, adverse events 
are mild to moderate in severity; they led to withdrawal from the study in only 7% of 
the patients. Severe local (application site) skin adverse events occurred in about 
10% of patients in the U.S. study (versus 0% in the vehicle control). Table 1 lists the 
adverse events that occurred at the application site with an incidence of at least 5% 
during the double-blind phase in the Panretin® gel-treated group and in the vehicle 
control group in either of the two controlled studies. Adverse events were reported at 
other sites but generally were similar in the two groups.

TABLE 1
Adverse Events with an Incidence of at Least 5% at the Application Site in Either 

Controlled Study in Patients Receiving Panretin® Gel or Vehicle Control

Adverse 
Event Term Study 1 Study 2

Panretin® Gel 
N = 134 Pts. 

%

Vehicle Gel 
N=134 Pts.

%

Panretin® Gel 
N=36 Pts. 

%

Vehicle Gel 
N=46 Pts. 

%

Rash1 77 11 25 4

Pain2 34 7 0 4
Pruritus3 11 4 8 4

Exfoliative 
dermatitis4 9 2 3 0

Skin disorder5 8 1 0 0

Paresthesia6 3 0 22 7

Edema7 8 3 3 0

Includes Investigator terms:
' Erythema, scaling, irritation, redness, rash, dermatitis
2 Burning, pain
3 Itching, pruritus
4 Flaking, peeling, desquamation, exfoliation
5 Excoriation, cracking, scab, crusting, drainage, eschar, fissure or oozing
6 Stinging, tingling
1 Edema, swelling, inflammation

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION x
Panretin® gel should initially be applied two (2) times a day to cutaneous KS lesions. 
The application frequency can be gradually increased to three (3) or four (4) times a 
day according to individual lesion tolerance. If application site toxicity occurs, the 

application . .
frequency can be reduced. Should severe irritation occur, application of drug can be 
temporarily discontinued for a few days until the symptoms subside.

Sufficient gel should be applied to cover the lesion with a generous coating. The gel 
should be allowed to dry for three to five minutes before covering with clothing. 
Because unaffected skin may become irritated, application of the gel to normal skin 
surrounding the lesions should be avoided. In addition, do not apply the gel on or near 
mucosal surfaces of the body.

A response of KS lesions may be seen as soon as two weeks after initiation of thera­
py but most patients require longer application. With continued application, further 
benefit may be attained. Some patients have required over 14 weeks to respond. In 
clinical trials, Panretin® gel was applied for up to 96 weeks. Panretin® gel should be 
continued as long as the patient is deriving benefit.

Occlusive dressings should not be used with Panretin® gel.

OVERDOSAGE
There has been no experience with acute overdose of Panretin® gel in humans. 
Systemic toxicity following acute overdosage with topical application of Panretin® gel 
is unlikely because of limited systemic plasma levels observed with normal therapeutic 
doses. There is no specific antidote for overdosage.

Manufactured for: by;
Ligand Pharmaceuticals Incorporated Stiefel Laboratories Inc
San Diego, CA 92121 Coral Gables, FL 33134

B LIGAND’
PHARMACEUTICALS

10275 Science Center Drive 
San Diego, California 92121
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If this word strikes fear in your heart, 
it’s time to call the trainer!
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It’s coming. That time of year when all of us head for the sun 
and the sea. And if the thought of dressing less makes you a bit 
surf-shy, it’s time to get up (or down) and get in shape.

With Muscle Mechanics results-oriented affordable fitness 
packages, you’ll get all the supervised training, diet guidance, 
and whip-you into-shape encouragement you need to get 
beefed up, and toned up for the summer.

Now the only scary thing about the season is finding a decent 
suit to wear.

Muscle Mechanics"
713.523.5330

After disclosing he has AIDS, diver Greg Louganis endorsement contract for Speedo was continued. Muscle 

Mechanics proudly supports Speedo for their continued unprejudiced commitment and asks your support as well.

ma 
Perfect World

EpiLight™ Medical
Hair Removal
For the removal of 

unwanted facial 
and body hair on men...♦

You can have soft, smooth skin 
once again!

image enhancetre

281.5'18.1070 • 1.877 FEEL IM
uiujuj.esthetlquelmage.com

Fill 1960 • Daerbrooh Commons • Humble, has 1T&

world's MOST
effective DIETARY

SUPPLEMENT

I'gr el 'ACF maiaiains health 
by balancing and supporting 
(he hnmune system.

Benefits may indude:

with IM

ACF

A Lifetime Product

- lower cholesterol levels

• improved cardiovascular 
tunctipn

■ lower blood pressure

• improved digestive imci. 
conditions such as ulcers

• more flexible, healthier joints

• reduced inflammation from 
autoimmune responses such 
as arthritis

AND

• improved performance 

in sports

A Lifetime Income Opportunity
Now Recruiting Distributors

CALL 888-2438-246
GET B L O

4040 MILAM 77006 • (713) 524-9932
Mon. - Fri. 5 a.m. -10 p.m. • Sat. & Sun. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
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Our Reputation 
is built on our members!
Member Anthony Ramos

Body Building Champion
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I Let us show you how our 
program will work for you!
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A GUIDE TO BETTER HEALTH

Fitness crunch
by GREG HERREN

Androstenedione is probably the 
most talked about supplement in the 
industry today. So what exactly is 
androstenedione? I’ve already written 
about DHEA. Well, andro is similar to 
DHEA in that it, too, is converted by 
the body into testosterone. The differ­
ence between the two is that andro is 
closer to testosterone in composition 
than DHEA, and rather than follow­
ing a chemical chain reaction, it can 
be converted directly to testosterone.

Great news, right? Testing has 
shown that it is more effective for 
testosterone production than DHEA. 
But there are no studies showing con­
clusively that androstenedione helps 
significantly increase muscle size or 
strength. So, the scientific jury is still 
out on just how helpful androstene­
dione is to strength training. Plus, 
there are some possible side effects to 
andro usage, including acne, mood 
swings, prostate hypertrophy, and a 
decrease in HDL (good) cholesterol 
levels. Because it is so strong, it is not 
recommended for usage by women, 
since it can cause acne, growth of 
facial hair, and a deepening of the 
voice. It is not a drug and occurs nat­
urally in the pollen of Scottish pine 
trees so it is not thought to cause any 
damage to the liver or the kidneys but 
those tests are not conclusive. As with 
any supplement, consult your physi­
cian before starting to use it.

What dosage is considered safe? 
The only tests that have been done 
have been with a 100 mg dosage 
taken orally, and these tests have 
shown a threefold increase in serum 
testosterone. Whether that means 
increased dosages would result in 
even greater testosterone levels 
remains to be seen. These testos­
terone increases have also been 
shown to occur in a “burst” similar to 
the jolt that a strong cup of coffee can 
produce as far as alertness or energy. 
Given the paucity of research, I would 
approach androstenedione with cau­
tion. Bill Phillips in his “Supplements 
Review” confesses that he isn’t sure

what the proper dosage would be: “My 
best guess is that 50-100 mg, taken 
first thing in the morning, and per­
haps another 50-100 mg in the 
evening would work well to enhance 
the anabolic drive.”

The Olympic Federation has 
banned usage of andro, and testing 
positive for this substance will result 
in instant sanctions. The East 
Germans were the first to use 
androstenedione extensively back in 
the Cold War days, especially for 
women athletes. After the Olympic 
ban, androstenedione usage and 
research pretty much came to an end. 
But after collapse of the Soviet Bloc, 
sports researchers again began look­
ing into its usage and its effects. 
Some bodybuilders consider it to be a 
“miracle” from the results they get; 
some even stack it with DHEA for 
maximum testosterone production.

Frankly, I would not recommend 
that. DHEA has been shown to affect 
aggression levels and cause mood 
swings; using it in combination with 
another testosterone booster seems 
foolhardy at best. The only company 
currently marketing adrenostedione 
is called Osmo, and the product name 
is Androstene 50. It is prohibited for 
sale in some states.

If you are HIV-positive, please con­
sult with your doctor before begin­
ning any kind of supplement pro­
gram. Unfortunately, there is homo­
phobia in the supplement industry, 
and these companies rarely feel the 
need to inform consumers, in warning 
labels or in published reports, on the 
effects supplements may have on a 
consumer with HIV.

Always check the label of any sup­
plement before purchasing it. And 
always check with your doctor, even if 
you are healthy, before doing any­
thing that may alter your body chem­
istry. The idea is to improve your 
health, not destroy it.

Greg Herren is a personal trainer.
He can be reached at 

alexiukr@aol.com.

The best haircut of your life... 
for all walks of life

HAIRCUTS
MEN WOMEN KIDS

Open 7 days a week • Appointments not necessary 

limited Time Only

NOW OPEN!

CiTY CUTS
MEN WOMEN X KIDS

Open 7 days a week 
Appointments Not Necessary 

713-520-0005 
3939 Montrose Blvd.

Between Alabama & Richmond 

The Closer You Get The Better We Look

The Natural Hairline 
PRICED AT 
$790
Bring Ad In For 
Additional
$100 SAVINGS

Guarantee:
Try our hair for 30 days and if you don’t 
love the way it looks and feels, we’ll 
refund your money, no questions asked....

Call for an appointment 

713-669-0466 
3843 N. Braes wood 
Houston, Texas 77025

THR™
✓ NO DAILY MAINTENANCE
✓ NO SURGERY WHATSOEVER
✓ NO TAPE, CLIPS OR WEAVES
✓ NO MESH OR KNOTS
✓ NO BUMPS OR RIDGES
✓ NO HEAT RETENTION

Now Accepting Medicaid, Medicare, HMDs, 
PPOs, & Standard insurances.

Provider dedicated to serving the HIV community

Exercise Programs 
Personal Trainers 

Nutritional Intervention 
Massage Therapy 

Stress/Pain Managment 
Neuropathy Therapy

Peer Support 
Workshops & Seminars 

Steroid Education 
Increase Self Esteem

Patricia Salvato, MD 
Medical Director 

For more information call 
(713) 349-9750

Ed Kinser 
BSMI, CRS 

Director: Kinetic Sports
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Katrina Rose
Attorney at Law

(281) 835-0355

TRANSGENDER ISSUES FAMILY MATTERS
WILLS and ESTATES CRIMINAL DEFENSE

16207 Rosenridge • Houston, TX 77053 
TexKatrina@aol.com

http://members.aol.com/texkatrina
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Alfredo Samano ba/ma
Pianist/Organist
• Wedding
• Parties
• Dinners
• Receptions
• Corporate Events

• Birthday Celebrations
• Anniversaries
• Grand Openings
• Cocktail Parties
• Intimate Recitals

Where you’ll have my personal guarantee of transforming your 

next “social event” into a magical, musical extravaganza filled 

with jazz, classical, contemporary, romantic and latin music.

i Donde se habla espanol, musica y mas!
Over 30 years experience

713-521-7805
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$30 in advance, 
$35 at the door

i ► I CAN’T

BELIEVE

HER'S IS

BIGGER I

Tickets available at 
Basic Brothers and Lobo
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| UPCOMING EVENTS
May 14

Other Narratives at 7 p.m. Opening night of 
the exhibit featuring works by 16 contemporary 
artists including Jean-Michel Basquiat and 
Guerrilla Girls at the Contemporary Arts 
Museum, 5216 Montrose. There is no charge, 
713-284-8257, or www.camh.org.

May 15
Lesbians United In Coalition 10 a.m. to 

noon at The Montrose Counseling Center, 701 
Richmond Ave. Information, Tori 713-522-6713 
or Deborah 713-290-1169.

HOUSTON VOICE • MAY 14, 1999
A GUIDE FOR YOUR LEISURE TIME

May 16

Evening Song Of Praise a benefit concert at 
4 p.m. for the Kolbe Project. The event will be 
held at the University of St. Thomas’ St. Basil 
Chapel. 713-861-1800.

10th Annual AIDS Walk Houston, 9 a m. 
George R. Brown Convention Center. To partici­
pate call 713-524-AIDS or sign up at www.aid- 
shelp.com.

May 17
Ray Hill: The Prison Years 8 p.m., Club 

Picasso, 2151 Richmond. Tickets $10, 713-523- 
2802.

Now & Until

Ten to 6 p.m. most days, Five Artists: New 
Work on display at DiverseWorks Art Space, 
1117 East Freeway, now until June 26 featuring 
the work on Houston artists. There is no cost, 
713-223-8346.

Ongoing:
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. start jogging with 

FrontRunners, Memorial Park at the tennis 

court. 713-522-8021.

Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston meets to sing 
and hold open rehearsals, Thursdays, 7—10 
p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church, 2515 Waugh. 

713-521-7464.

MEDIA DIET
Check it out—
Novelist 

Jacqueline Woodson 
examines the rela­
tionship between 
straight and les­
bian women in an 
evocative essay 
entitled, “Common 
Ground” in the 
pages of the latest 
Essense magazine.

—Anthony Connolly

by EARL DITTMAN
Bill Condon is shaking his head, with 

everyone else.
Who would have ever thought the 

adapted screenplay for “Gods And 
Monsters,” a small independent film 
directed by an openly gay director, 
based on a novel by an openly gay 
writer and starring an openly gay 
actor, would have a snowball’s chance 
in hell of beating-out mainstream, crit­
ically-acclaimed hits like “Out Of 
Sight,” “Primary Colors,” “The Thin 
Red Line” and “A Simple Plan,” at this 
year’s Academy Awards? Certainly not 
director/screenwriter Condon, the mas­
termind of the cinematic masterpiece— 
a fictional recounting of the final days 
of “Frankenstein” and “Bride Of 
Frankenstein” director James Whale 
(which will be released on video and 
DVD on June 8).

“That night, when they opened up 
the envelope and called out my name, I 
went into complete shock,” Condon 
said, recalling the moments after dis­
covering he had won the Oscar for his 
adaptation of Christopher Bram’s 
novel, “Father Of Frankenstein.”

“I mean, Lynn (Redgrave) had 
already lost for Best Supporting 
Actress and Ian (McKellan) didn’t win 
Best Actor. I figured they were the only 
two chances the film had of winning 
anything. I thought, ‘If their great per­
formances aren’t being recognized, 
there’s no way I’ll have a chance.’ But, 
beyond my wildest dreams, it hap­
pened—Hollywood finally recognized 
‘Gods And Monsters.’ Even though I 
felt like I was in some sort of crazed 
trance or something, I couldn’t, get up 
to the podium fast enough.”

But, once the thirtysomething 
Condon (“It’s always been easier to 
admit that I’m gay then it is to admit 
my age,” he said with a smile) finally 
made it up onto the stage to accept his 
Oscar, his state of mind quickly shifted 
gears—from frantic to calm.

“When I got it in my hands, I realized 
how important winning it really was, 
so, I knew I had to have my wits about 
me,” he continued. “The Oscar wasn’t 
just for me or ‘Gods And Monsters,” it 
was for the entire gay community! It 
was like Hollywood, after decades of 
ignoring us, was, at last, validating the 
hard work of all the gay men and 
women who had helped make it great. 
I wanted to make sure I got that across 
in my acceptance speech.”

He had a lot to say that night, and he 
wasn’t sure the 30 seconds the 
Academy allotted its winners was 
enough. After thanking “Father Of 
Frankenstein” author Bram and the 
principal actors of “Gods And 
Monsters”—McKellan, Redgrave and 
Brendan Fraser—Condon began prais­
ing the producers and companies that 
helped him raise money for the film. 
And, in a touching close to his address, 
a heart-felt thanks went out to gay 
director James Whale.

“Sixty years ago, Hollywood sort of 
turned its back on him, because he 
insisted on living the way he wanted 
to,” Condon said, clutching his Oscar 
tightly. “So, Mr. Jimmy, this is for you. 
Thank you.”

It was a historic moment, both for

s« Gflu movif s ran
HARE IT OUT Of 
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Bill Condon and for the fight towards 
universal gay acceptance. But, accord­
ing to Condon, the fact that “Gods And 
Monsters” ever made it to the silver 
screen was in itself nothing short of a 
miracle.

“When Christopher Bram was finish­
ing up ‘Father Of Frankenstein,’ Tim 
Burton’s ‘Ed Wood’ was just about to be 
released,” Condon recalled.

“So, all the brilliant studio scouts

Director BOi Coodon on the set sf - Gods
and Monsters" with Brandon Fraser
(above) and after receiving the Oscar.

>■ See Film page 34
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Everything you want
Right Here!

Right Now!
New

Oldsmobile

LONE STAR
NISSAN OLDS O B I L E

Sales Hours: 9-9 M-F • 9-8 Sat. Service Hours: 7-7 M-F • 8-2 Sat.

12230 Southwest Freeway • Stafford, IX • 281-243-8600 • FAX 281-243-8635 
Houston’s Newest Nissan-Oldsmobile Dealer

Wezre in demand So we had to expand
More and more smart people are switching 
to Farmers to fill their insurance needs 
and cut the insurance expense.
So in order to maintain our traditional fast, 
fair, friendly service, we've moved to larger 
offices.
Why not stop in and say hello. I'd love to 
meet you. And maybe I can show you how 
to improve your insurance protection and 
cut your costs.

GWEN FOSTER INSURANCE AGENCY
5414 Katy Freeway @ TC Jester • Houston, Texas 77007 • 713-961-9455 fax: 713-850-0856

Vignettes looking at 
the world

gay way of
W<:

by RICH ARENSCHIELDT
The popular DiverseWorks series, “12 

Minutes Max: The Queer Edition,” 
returns for one evening only, May 14 at 
DiverseWorks Art Space located near 
downtown Houston.

If you’ve ever had trouble sitting 
through some magnum opus of theater or 
film, this artistic endeavor is for you. 
These offerings last no longer than the 
average gay romance—12 minutes.

According to its director of develop­
ment, Lisa Haynes, this segment of 
DiverseWorks programming has become 
increasingly popular in the past few 
years.

“This program format is offered three 
or four times a year, and we have had a 
sellout almost every time.”

“12 Minutes Max” opens DiverseWorks’ 
“Beyond Desire—Gay and Lesbian” per­
formance series and consists of a mish­
mash of vignettes from a wide range of 
“queertistic” perspectives.

Contributors to this montage represent 
each comer of the gay world. One of the 
most innovative offerings results from a 
partnership between Queer Artist 
Collective (QuAC) and Houston Area 
Teen Coalition of Homosexuals 
(H.A.T.C.H). Made possible by funding 
from The Cultural Arts Council of 
Houston, (CACH) this all too brief per­
formance is the culmination of QuAC’s six 
week project that enabled four gay and 
lesbian young people to participate in a 
series of writing and movement work­
shops.

Several other contributors are fea­
tured—the ubiquitous political sex

activist Ray Hill will present an excerpt 
from his new work, “Ray Hill In Love.” 
Daaihmah Mubashshir, co-Founder of 
QuAC, returns from Chicago to make her 
solo debut in “Aquaniesha,” a piece that 
critiques art and the world from an inno­
vative perspective.

Two performers from San Antonio, S.T. 
Shimi and Paul Bonin-Rodriguez will 
provide offerings from the out of town tal­
ent element. Shimi’s “Tourist Trap” 
explores aspects of being a visitor—can 
you ever really go home again? Bonin- 
Rodriguez seems to be the buzz boy of this 
session according to DiverseWorks’ 
Haynes. “His work “Memory’s Caretaker” 
was premiered at New York’s Public 
Theater to critical acclaim. There is a lot 
of anticipation about this artist and the 
presentation of his work in Houston.”

Performers David Bell and Dennis 
Draper provide a somewhat twisted and 
highly amusing view of family life with 
their premiere of “Tammy Sue and 
Jessica Go To Southern Comfort,” a work 
in the spirit of (a direct quote here) 
“JonBenet Ramsey and ‘Gypsy’

“The Queer Edition” is six gay themed 
performances running (you guessed it) 72 
minutes. The artists represent six differ- 

generations, experiences, attitudes 
points of view.

12 Minutes Max:
The Queer Edition

DiverseWorks

1117 East Freeway

May 14, 8 p.m.

Ticketrs $12

713-228-0914713-227-ARTS

ent 
and

Mortgage Loan Specialist Sherrel Pratt
New Purchases

Refinance - Lower Interest

Equity Loans
• Debt Consolidation
• Home Improvement
• Cash $$$

12118 Whitecap 
Houston, Tx 77072 
Telephone & Fax: 

(281)988-8338 
e-mail : 

mortgagelink2000 
©hotmail.com
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On Stage THEATER NEWS

Miracle in music
► Schalchlin’s
The Last Session

by D.L GROOVER
William Congreve, of course, had it 

right: music hath charms to soothe the 
savage breast. He also might have added, 
to heal.

Just ask Steven Schalchlin, award­
winning composer and lyricist of “The 
Last Session,” now running at the Little 
Room Downstairs Theatre.

“These songs were written during the 
time when I was dying, and there didn’t 
seem like there was any hope. We (Steven 
and his lover, Jim Brochu, who wrote the 
book for their musical) had resolved to the 
fact that I was going to be dead soon. I 
just began writing these songs to describe 
what it felt like.”

Steven, a native of Texas, had been 
diagnosed positive with AIDS in 1993, 
and was near death a year later with 
pneumonia. His battle with the disease 
continued until he was down to 130 
pounds in the spring of 1996.

“I was on an IV of nutrition about 14 
hours a day. I really only had a few weeks 
left. On protease inhibitors his health 
improved, he gained weight, and he 
resumed writing his songs. With inspira­
tion from his lover of 13 years, Steven 
transformed the trauma and despair of 
illness into accolades.

What his sickness wrought was his 
first musical, “The Last Session,” which 
has taken on a life of its own, winning the 
GLAAD Media Award for Outstanding 
Los Angeles Theater, six Garland Awards 
from Backstage-West; an LA Times 
Critics Choice Best of 1998; and four LA 
Drama Critics Circle awards for Best 
Book, Featured Performance, Musical 
Direction, and Music and Lyrics.

Much like the main characters of 
Buddy and Gideon in his musical, Steve 
was a former gospel singer and writer 
who left that world to cross over into pop­
ular music.

“The story of Gideon’s life parallels my 
own, although I didn’t have a pop hit. We

made that up. We wanted his life to be 
better than mine.”

Buddy adores his idol, the ex- 
gospel/now pop singer Gideon, and crash­
es the LA music session where Gideon is 
preparing to record his last album. 
Unknown to Buddy, Gideon, who’s gay 
and dying of AIDS, plans to commit sui­
cide after the album is cut. \-

“Gay people, who come from funda­
mentalist or deeply conservative 
Christian backgrounds, at some point in 
their life hit a crisis,” Steven says. “The 
things that the extreme conservatives 
teach are just so out of whack with real 
life and what gay people actually experi­
ence. If you’re the type of person who 
wants to keep a spirituality, there are no 
options when you’re gay. You’re either 
going to go gay and tell God to fuck off, or 
try to deny it, hide it, and not live with it.

“The challenge for Buddy is that, first, 
he’s screaming and yelling at Gideon 
because he’s gay, and how dare he imply 
that he’s a Christian; and then, once 
everyone discovers Gideon’s plan, every­
thing changes. Now Buddy suddenly 
realizes that Gideon’s problem is not that 
he’s gay, but that he’s suicidal.”

You might think that these heavy sub­
jects are more in tune with Eugene 
O’Neill, but Steven emphasizes the inher­
ent humor in his musical. “If nothing else, 
‘The Last Session’ is one of the funniest 
plays you will ever, ever see. Laughing at 
the devil in his face,” Steven says.

“It’s weird, because people aren’t 
sure what they’re going to see. Great, 
another AIDS play! People balk until 
they see it. People should know that 
they’re coming to see something that’s 
very funny and very uplifting. It’s just 
a big comedy.”

The Last Session
a musical by Steven Schalchlin and Jim 

Brochu

The Little Room Downstairs Theater

2326 Bissonet

Now through May 22

$10-$15

713-523-0791

l-R: "Buddy" Brandon Peters, "Gideon" Richard Laub, Viki" Kara Greenburg and "Tryshia" 

Regina Hearne.
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DSverseWorks
presents

The legendary co-founder of Split Britches and WOW Cafe gets 
a hot flash of inspiration-from her own body--as she goes 

through the change and comes out swinging on stage.

Friday and Saturday 
May 21 & 22 8pm 

at

DiverseWorks 

1117 East Freeway 

(1-10 & N. Main)

Menopausal Gentleman 
^fby Peg^y Shaw

Americas, Inc., Tractebel Energy Marketing, Inc., Fayez Sarofim Company,

AnTheatre

71
t Information Call

'27-ARTS
t Ticket Master,

Mayl3-1M999
7:30 p.m.

sday&Friday
ilham Center

or Pick-
Foleys, or Kroger.

KU H h1 Presented hy: Houston Dance Coalition Sponsored by: Exxon, Solvay 

qq —i,j 2iu*v* mV., itacicuci uncigy iviai Kciiug, incM raytZ/ oaruinii V/Uiiipany 

OO./rM let setters Printgraphics, Inc., Sterling Bank, Excelsior, Inc. Supported by: 
HOUSTON’S - - - -

CLASSIC 
CHOICE

€ 
£ w

Presenting: Nederlands Dans Theatre II (Holland), Ballet du Grand Theatre de 

Geneve (Switzerland), Euregio Tanz Forum (Germany, Holland, Belgium) David 

Sonnenbluck Ballet Company (Belgium), PilobolusToo (New York), Shari Williams 

|1 s Of Dayton Contemporary Dance Company (Ohio), Harold George Dancers (Sierra 

Leone, New York), Travesty Dance Group, Karen Stokes (Houston, Cleveland, 

Philadelphia), Houston Metropolitan Dance Company (Houston).

Society for the Performing Arts, Awty International School, L’Alliance

“ A Delta Air Lines

£

For Tii



24 • MAY 14,1999 • HOUSTON VOICE OUT ON THE BAYOU

Out In Print BOOK NEWS

Ella's loot
► 50 pounds of books, 
bookmarks, posters 
and a condom

Our book reviewer recently attended 
the National BookExpo in Los 
Angeles—one of the few book reporters 
from a gay publication to participate in 
the annual book fair. Below, Tyler goes 
through her suitcase to discover the 
gems she brought back with her from 
LA LA Land. Hope you enjoy it —editor

by ELLA TYLER
I came back from the BookExpo with 

about 50 lbs of books, catalogues, post­
cards, posters and bookmarks.

Here’s quick notes about 
some of my loot. Guests at the 
Lambda Literary Awards 
were given autographed 
copies of Andrew Holleran’s 
collection of short stories, “In 
September The Light 
Changes,” and sturdy black 
and silver tote bags filled with 
things to read and—sur­
prise!—a condom. My bag had 
a “Damron Road Atlas.” It 
lists gay/lesbian resources in 
70 cities and includes detailed

maps of gay neighborhoods.
I spent Friday visiting the booths of the 

gay/lesbian publishers, guided by my 
“Passport to Pride.” At Cleis’ 
booth I got, “The Woman Who 
Knew Too Much,” which fea­
tures a female “hit artist,” 
Cordelia Morgan. It has a 
New Mexico setting, likeable 
characters and an intriguing 
puzzle involving a contami­
nated river. Cleis publishes 
the Lammy winner for 
Lesbian Poetry, “Marianne 
Faithfull’s Cigarette,” Susie 
Bright’s books, the “Best 
Gay and Best Lesbian 
Erotica” series and a num­
ber of books about transgenderism. 
Their booth-mate, Seal Press, had 

beautiful posters 
for “Climbing High: 
A Woman’s Account 
of Surviving the 
Everest Tregedy.” 

My next stop 
was Greenery, 
which publishes 
books with S/M 
themes. A mys­
tery, “Murder at 
Roissy,” caught my 
eye (mysteries 
always will), and I

picked it up. Mystery fans come infall per­
suasions, and this one is skillfully done.

I dropped in at Avon’s (the publisher, 
not the comestic giant) booth 
and picked up a poster of 
Richie Havens promoting, 
“They Can’t Hide Us 
Anymore,” to be published 
this fall. Avon has a wonder­
ful folder promoting, “The 
Pop-Up Book of Phobias.” A 
dentist with a wicked looking 
needle pops out when you 
open the publicity materials.

I met African American poet 
Marvin White at the Alyson 
Publications booth and he 
autographed a copy of his col­

lection, ‘last rites” for me. It’s simple poet­
ry, but very vivid. I left my tote bag there 

and wandered off. When I 
returned I got to meet Felice 
Picano and get an excerpts 
from, “The Book of Lies,” out 
this fall.

New Victoria’s booth was 
across the aisle. It has just 
published the second edition 
of Tee A.Corrine’s collection of 
fiction and poetry, “Dreams of 
the Woman Who Loved Sex.” 
This lesbian erotic fiction clas­
sic had been out of print. 
Corrine is also a visual artist,
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and perhaps most famous for, “The Cunt 
Coloring Book,” which Sen. Jessie Helms 
handed out to all the Senate as an exam­
ple of what the NEA subsidizes.

I had to go to the other hall to see 
the rest of my list. Along the way, 
“Chippendales: The Naked Truth,” caught 
my eye. It’s a first person account of Troy 
Kline’s adventures as a member of a 
Chippendale’s Scandinavian tour. It’s 
trashy and shallow but I couldn’t put it 
down.

At Spinsters, I met Joni Rogers, who 
autographed a copy of “Sugar Land” and 
got a copy of Joan Drury’s new mystery. 
“Closed In Silence,” features lesbian/femi- 
nist journalist Tyler Jones at a reunion 
with her closest friends from college. They 
are on a small island, and a body is found. 
Not much action, but a wonderful setting, 
great characters, and a serious debate 
about women and prostitution. It is one of 
my favorite mystery series.

By now, I’d had enough fun. It was 
nearly five, and I couldn’t carry any­
thing else. Except, on my way out, the 
people from Magellan offered. “Where 
The Local’s Eat, Texas Edition.” I 
looked at the Houston listings, many of 
which I like, so I added it to my bag. 
Now I won’t have to eat badly in places 
like Longview, Waco, Baytown and 
Pasadena.

May 1, I visited the rest of the 
exhibitors. I acquired a copy of “C- 
Toons...Out of the Box” by John A. 
Ericsson. It’s a collection of cartoons fea­
turing condoms.

Who said being bookish is akin to being 
boring!

What your neighbors
are reading . .
1 Eye Contact

by Michael Craft, $12

2 Every Man For Himself
by Orland Outland, $22

3 Body Language
by Michael Craft, $22

4 Birds Of A Feather
by Jackie Calhoun, $11.95

5 The Drive
by Trisha Todd, $11.95

6 Male Couples Guide, 
2nd Edition
by Eric Marcus, $17

7 All-Male
by Ed Karvoski, $12

8 The Spell
by Alan Hollinghurst, $24.95

9 Empowering The Tribe 
by Rucgard Pimental- 
Habib, $12

10 Gay & Lesbian Self-Esteem 
Book
by Kimeron Hardin, $13.95

Crossroads Market
BOOKSTORE & CAFE

1111 Westheimer Road 
713-942-0147

1 Blood Moon
by Darwin Porter, $14.95

2 Birds Of A Feather
by Jackie Calhoun, $11.95

3 Queer Astrology For 
Women
by Ellen Dearman, $13.95

4 Abide With Me
by E. Lynn Harris, $24.95

5 Gay Guys Guide To Love 
by Ken Hanes, $8.95

6 Love Ellen
by Betty DeGeneres, $24

7 Change Of Heart
by Linda Hill, $11.95

8 Basic Training
by Jon Griswold, $29.95

9 Vittorio The Vampire
by Anne Rice, $19.95

10 Frisky Memories 
by Bel Ami, $42.95

3939 Montrose Boulevard 
713-522-5156

LOBO
Bookshop & Cafe
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Chatting with the 
'Menopausal Gentleman'
by D.L GROOVER

“When I was five, my mother caught 
me at the kitchen table drawing a picture 
of a woman tied to a tree. Her breasts 
were naked, and I 
drew myself kiss­
ing her breasts. 
After that, my 
mother watched 
me very closely.”

Although that 
put the kibosh on 
sleep-overs for little 
Peggy, that didn’t 
stop her from fan­
tasizing about her 
friends’ mothers.

From that time 
forward, the feet, 
and other body 
parts of Peggy 
Shaw, were set 
upon a road a lot 
less traveled. Her 
journey has taken 
her all over the 
world; from teenage 
missionary in Costa
Rica to go-go dancer in Boston; from a 
brief marriage, being a mother, and, to 
her sublime joy, grandmother; from a 
member of the renowned drag group Hot 
Peaches to her own lesbian performance 
company Split Britches.

She has garnered numerous awards for 
her theatrical performances and has been 
recognized as one of the premier lesbian 
artists of her time. Her one-woman show, 
“Menopausal Gentleman,” plays this May 
21 and 22 at DiverseWorks.

“I came out again at 12. I had all my 
hair slicked back with a curl in the front, 
but my brother cornered me in church and 
started screaming at me that I was sick, 
that I couldn’t comb my hair like Elvis 
Presley. Well, until then, I didn’t know I 
couldn’t. I didn’t know I wasn’t a boy; I 
didn’t know ‘what’ I was. I didn’t know 
you couldn’t just be whatever you were.”

So, it was back into the closet again.
“In high school, the first woman that I 

kissed killed herself shortly after. Those 
were the good old days.”

And then in college, “the first woman 
that I slept with told me I should go to a 
doctor because I was sick and kept me 
from seeing her kid because I was a ‘les­
bian.’”

She wasn’t sick, of course, just Peggy 
who was just trying to put the make on 
her.

“Once I found theater, I was able to find 
help. Being around creative people who 
believe that you could be whatever you 
wanted to be is the best therapy We had 
no mind police in our group.

“I didn’t have the mind police until fem­
inism. That was rough. You know, work­
ing class feminism was pretty rough 
there for a while because of ‘butch/fem’ 
and everything.”

Working class she may have been, but 
in her sartorial drag of tailored pin­
stripes, great-looking ties, creased pants, 
and starched shirts, she makes a most 
impressive, handsome butch. In the twi­

light, you might mistake her for Sean 
Penn, although for my taste she looks a 
whole lot healthier. Her speech, like 
her background, is a melodious combo 

of Boston and 
Brooklyn: twang 
meets twang.

“But I was saved 
by being with cre­
ative people. They’re 
the best doctors. 
Just surround your­
self with people who 
have other imagina­
tions beside what 
they’ve been told.

“In the 50s and 
60s, everyone was 
shoved into one club. 
We were all, like, in 
it together: the les­
bians, the faggots, 
the drag queens. We 
watched out for each 
other, didn’t we? It 
was like family.”

Shaw and her 
partner, Lois Weaver,

met when Peggy joined the feminist the­
ater group Spiderwoman, and they subse­
quently formed Split Britches, and then 
founded the raunchy antidote to lesbian­
feminism with the WOW Cafe, a store­
front performance space, or as she calls it, 
“a home for wayward girls.”

Their shows have included the won­
drous titled “Lust and Comfort,” 
“Upwardly Mobile Homes,” and 
“Lesbians Who Kill.”

“I guess I’m committed, in a way,” 
Shaw says, “but I’m not married. Lois 
and I have a relationship that’s not 
defined. We both have other girlfriends 
and other lives. We’re constantly redefin­
ing the relationship.”

As to her amazing ability to keep going 
forward from such a young age and keep 
being true to her self, Shaw attributes it 
to a Wizard of Oz-like migration.

“Most lesbians and gay men I know 
have a certain determination to find 
home. So what you do is leave home, find 
a city where you can find other people like 
you, and that makes you a survivor. I 
don’t know where I got it from. My moth­
er always told me, If people don’t like you, 
change the people.

. “I was told that my kid was gonna be 
really messed up, you know, traveling, 
being raised by two women. Meanwhile, 
my kid doesn’t even drink or smoke. That 
kid’s all fucked up, right?

“Life’s bizarre, don’t you think?”
This menopausal gentleman’s tough 

but tender, wise but, able to be sur­
prised, a beauty and a beast, and, she’d 
probably slap me silly for saying this: 
one great lady.

Menopausal Gentleman
DiverseWorks

1117 East Frwy (Naylor off N. Main) 

May 21, 22; 8 p.m.

$20, $15

713-228-0914
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Q: “What is the difference in having a prayer language and 
speaking in tongues? Why must speaking in tongues be inter- // ,
preted but not prayers spoken in a prayer language?” A: Prayer 
is communication with God. Prayer is a language of the soul and \\ 
spirit. Prayer can be uttered silently, through songs of praise 
and worship, through dance, through groanings and utterances 
that come from the inner being of a person. When we spend time 
along with God in our prayer closet, there are times that we 
transcend the dimension of our known language and cross over into a language 
known only by the Spirit of God. The Apostle Paul talks about the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit through the language of prayer. It is mentioned in Romans 8: 26, 27, 
“The Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, 
but the Spirit intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And the 
Spirit who searches our heart knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.” If you look at the teaching 
in I Corinthians, chapter 14, regarding the spiritual gifts and their use within the 
church, you will find instruction on prayer language and speaking in tongues. 
Scripture does not use the phrase, “prayer language,” but uses “speaking in 
tongues” to refer to both the usage of tongues in a personal prayer setting and 
within the church setting. The Apostle Paul illustrates the purpose and difference 
between each one. Paul states that a “prayer language” does not speak to people 
but to God. In other words, it is personal. With a prayer language no one else will 
understand what is being said. This person simply utters mysteries by the Spirit 
of God. Paul tells us that this kind of prayer builds up the faith of the person pray­
ing. When a person uses their prayer language to speak in tongues to the church, 
it will have no meaning to the people unless it is interpreted. The person with the 
gift of interpretation will speak and give the understanding in the vernacular 
known by the people present. So what Paul is saying is that a prayer language 
benefits the individual, even though the person praying may not understand with 
their intellect what they are saying. In their spirit they will feel strengthened and 
encouraged. Speaking in tongues when used to benefit the church must be under­
stood by all and therefore will need to be interpreted. Both kinds of prayer are ben­
eficial and acceptable by God. One is between God and the person praying. The 
other is to speak to the people a message from God.
MARANATHA FELLOWSHIP METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
3400 Montrose, Suite 600, Houston, 77006. Phone: 713-528-6756. Bible Study at 
10 AM and Sunday Worship at 11 AM. Nursery provided. Tuesday & Wednesday 
Home Groups. A Liberating Church Serving a Liberating God!

IVI.O.O. of the Resurrection

t©T SAVE!
• SAT^KPAy, hAAV «

& aM- - &
•1919 Decatur St. (In the parking lots next to the church)

•Spaces are available for rent to the general public at $20

•Proceeds will benefit the general operating fund 
and ministry funds of the church

•To donate items for the sale or for more information,

Netropolilan Community Church of the Resurrection * (713)861-9149

£
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Gillinaii
In Rosenberg

“Just 5 Minutes South of Sugar Land”

Scott Smith

Let Us
Help You 

With All Your 
Automotive

Needs!

Receive 3,000 Continental One-Pass Miles
with your purchase of a new vehicle!

(281) 341-2277 or Toll Free 1-800-825-7923 

26029 Southwest Freeway 
Rosenberg, Texas 77471 

www.gillmanauto.com

Catch the Bering Spirit-A Place for Everyone
JU. Bering Memorial

United Methodist Church

A Reconciling Congregation
Where persons - regardless of sexual orentation, gender, ethnicity, or age - fully participate 

in the church's life and ministries as loved disciples of Christ.

~ NEW EARLY SERVICE ~
Sunday Worship........................... 8:30a.m.
Sunday School............................... 9:40a.m.
Sunday Worship.........................10:50a.m.

Rev. Marilyn Meeker-Williams, Pastor
1440 Harold at Mulberry • (713) 526-1017

1848 - 1998 Celebrating 150 Years of Serving, Sharing and Caring

1307-fHyate • 713-880-2872

HOUSTON

Cddmtting 25 years 
in the Community

Cathode 9dass Cedbrated
Saturdays at 7:30pm

Cor^
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Community Calendar
► Friday, May 14
HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic at Rich's 

10 p.m. to 1 a.m., Inergy 8 p.m. to midnight, 

Evolution (Galveston) 8 p.m. to midnight. 713- 

520-2000.

Houston Area Teen Coalition of
Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) meets. 713-942- 

7002.

Houston Tennis Club at 7:30 p.m. 713-864- 

8468.

Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose
Counseling Center at 6 p.m. 713-529-0037.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people 

with HIV. 713-830-3000.

Lesbian Avengers. Toopee's, 1830 W.

Alabama at 7 p.m.

Q-Patrol walks the streets at 8:45 p.m. 713- 

528-SAFE.

Kolbe Project. Park Plaza Hospital visitation.

713-861-1800.

Positive Art Workshop. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Patrick Palmer at 713-526-1118.

Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM, 7 

p.m. 713-526-5738.

Movie Time at the Kolbe Project. 7:30 p.m. 

713-522-8182.

Mishpachat Alizim Shabbat Services. 8 p.m.

713-748-7079.

Co Dependents Anonymous. 7:30 p.m. At 

MCCR. 713-861-9149.

Healing Eucharist. 7 p.m. Christ Church 

Cathedral. 1117 Texas Ave. 713-222-2593.

Life Begins at Forty. Pot luck dinner. 713- 

526-1017.

> Saturday, May 15
HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic .Toyz

Disco 9 p.m. to midnight, Pec's (Galveston) 8

p.m. to midnight. 713-520-2000.

After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM, 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 

713-526-5738.

Q-Patrol walks the streets at 8:45 p.m. 713- 

528-SAFE.

Visual Arts Alliance. 10 a.m. 281-583-8408.

Rainbow Fishing Club meets. 713-526-7070.

Dignity mass at 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 

713-880-2872.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary at 8 

a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 713-528-6665.

Dinner and Movie Night. Houston Area
Bears meet at the Black-eye Pea on W. Grey at 

7 p.m.

► Sunday, May 16
Free HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic. 
Mobile unit at Crocker & Pacific. 713-520- 

2000.

The Women's Group. 10:45 a m. 713-529- 

8571.

Houston Area Teen Coalition of
Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) meets. 713-942- 

7002.

Rainbow Riders, a bicycle club for women.

MARINOL® stimulates appetite
Maintaining a healthy appetite helps 
you get the nutrients you need to stay 
healthy. If you start to lose appetite, 
and weight, it can be a sign that 
your overall condition is deteriorating. 
In clinical trials of AIDS patients, 
MARINOL®:

• Has shown sustained long-term 
improvement in appetite12

• May help decrease nausea1'2 

MARINOL® is also reimbursable under 
many health insurance plans.

If appetite loss associated with weight 
loss has you missing meals, ask your 
doctor if MARINOL® is right for you.
MARINOL® can cause side effects in some 
patients including dizziness, confusion, 
sleepiness, paranoid reactions, or a 
feeling of being "high" (easy laughing, 
elation, and heightened awareness). 
Many of these reactions disappear within 
1 to 3 days of continuous dosage or can 
be eliminated by lowering the dose.

You should not drive, operate machinery, 
or engage in any hazardous activity 
until it is established that you are able 
to tolerate MARINOL®and perform such 
tasks safely.

MARINOL.®
(dronabinol)
' capsules 2.5 mg

Rediscover the Joy of Eating

Visit us www.Marinol.com

In HIV/AIDS
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THIS IS YOUR AP 
ON MARINOL

■The USAN name for delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC).

MARINOL is a registered trademark of Unimed Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Please see Brief Summary of Full Prescribing Information on adjacent page.

© 1999 Roxane Laboratories, Inc. RX-2281A (3/99) 

0 UNIMED
PHARMACEimCAl^i. INC.

Boehringer Ingelheim

Roxane Laboratories

713-869-1686.

FrontRunners. 9 a.m. 713-522-8021.

Lone Star Volleyball plays. 281-878-4629.

Houston Tennis Club. 10:30 a.m. 713-864- 

8468.

Church of the XII Apostles Anglican Rite
Old Catholic Church. Holy Communion 10:30 
a.m. at 239 Westheimer. 713/665-7903.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite 

Eucharist I at 7:45 a.m.; Holy Rite Eucharist II 

at 8:55 a.m.; Education hour at 10 a.m.; Choral 

Eucharist at 11 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 713- 

528-6665.

Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan
Church. "Preaching the Gospel" at 11 a.m. 

713-528-6756.

Metropolitan Community Church of the 
Resurrection. Services at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

713-861-9149.

Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for 

all ages at 9:30 a.m. Service at 10:30 a.m. 713-

528- 3269.

First Unitarian Universalist Church.
Services at 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 713-526- 

5200.

Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m.; 7 

p.m. Sunday School for children. 4305 Lillian. 

713-880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org. 

Houston Mission Church. Service at 10:30 a.m. 

713-529-8225.

Covenant Baptist Church. Service at 1:30 

p.m.; education hour at 3 p.m. 713-668-8830. 

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. 

Services at 8: 30 a.m., 10:50 a.m. Sunday 

school at 9:40 a.m. 713-526-1017.

MCCR. Handbell Choir rehearsal at 1:30 p.m. 

713-861-9149.

Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston
County. 402 Church St. in Galveston. Service 

at 10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.

Faith and Hope Fellowship. Service at 11 

a.m. 713-520-7847.

First Congregational Church (Memorial). 
Service at 11 a.m. 713-468-9543 or fcc-hous- 

ton.org.
Church of Kindred Spirits (Beaumont).

Service at 7 p.m. 409-835-4765.

Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult 
forum at 10 a.m. Service at 11 a.m. and noon. 

1504 Wirt. 7713-686-5876.

► Monday, May 17
Free HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic. 

Mobile unit at Pacific and Crocker. 713-520- 

2000.

Gay Fathers/Fathers First support group, 8 

p.m. 713-861-6181.

Calendar/Computer workshop for Pride

Week, 7 p.m. 713-529-1223.

Outpatient Group Treatment. Montrose 

Counseling Center, 6 p.m. 713-529-0037.

Men Survivors of Sexual Abuse Group.
Montrose Counseling Center. 6:15 p.m. 713-

529- 0037.

Gay Men Survivors of Domestic Violence 

support group. 713-526-1017.

Bering Support Network. Grief and Divorce 

Groups at 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people 

with HIV. 713-830-3000.

AIDS Caregiver's Support Group. 6 p.m. 
713-732-4300.

HIV testing. Free from AVES from 1 p.m. to 

6:15 p.m. 713-626-2837.

Kolbe Project Park Plaza visitation. 713- 

861-1800.

AIDS Foundation Houston. Free creative 

writing class at 3 p.m. 713-623-6796. 

FrontRunners. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021. 

Kolbe Project. Eucharist at 7:30 p.m. 713- 

861-1800.

Texas Medical Center Lambda. 5 p.m. 713- 

523-5539.

Integrity Houston. For gay and lesbian 

Episcopalians. 7:30 p.m. Autry House, 6265 Main.

► Tuesday, May 18
HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. Club 

Houston 8 p.m. to midnight 713-520-2000.

Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. 7 

p.m., 239 Westheimer. 713-495-8009.

Gay Men HIV+ Psychotherapy. Montrose

Counseling Center at 4:30 p.m. 713-529-0037.

Youth-Rap. 6:30 p.m. 713-822-8511.

Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose 

Counseling Center at 6 p.m. 713-529-0037 

AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area. 7 p.m. 713-488- 

4492.

See Calendar on Page 28
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Calendar from Page 27
PROTECT. An HIV-negative support group at 7 

p.m. 713-526-1017.

Women Survivors of Childhood Abuse.
Montrose Counseling Center at 6:30 p.m. 713- 

529-0037.

Kolbe Projects. Park Plaza Visitation. 713- 

861-1800.

Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch

Gang at 11 a.m. 713-526-1017.

Love, Lust and Intimacy. Discussion group 

at 7 p.m. 713-524-2374.

MCCR. Tuesday night program at 7 p.m. 713- 

861-9149.

Maranatha Fellowship MCC. Home groups 

meet for fellowship, sharing God's word and 

prayer. 713-528-6756.

Men's Network. Discussion group for social, 

educational development of gay and bisexual 

men. 7 p.m. The Montrose Counseling Center. 

713-529-0037.

HIV support group. For men over 50. 7:30 

p.m. Center for AIDS, 1407 Hawthorne.

Love, Lust & Intimacy. Improving communi­

cation and intimacy in relationships. 

Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475 W. 

Gray. 713-524-2374.

► Wednesday, May 19
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams to people 
with HIV. 713-520-2000.

Houston Pride Band. Practices at Dignity 

Houston. 713-524-0218.

Houston Tennis Club. 7:30 p.m. 713-864- 

8468.

Women's Network. 7 p.m. Montrose 
Counseling Center, 701 Richmond. 713-529- 

0037.

Ongoing Mixed Living in Process. Group 
for men and women. 713-622-7250.

Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose 

Counseling Center, 6 p.m. 713-529-0037.

HIV survivor support group. 7 p.m. 713- 

782-4050.

Free Yoga classes. 7 p.m. 713-965-9642.

Bering Spiritual Support Group. 6:45 p.m. 

713-526-1017.

Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic, 5 p.m. to 8 

p.m. 713-830-3000.

HIV testing. Free from AVES. 1 p.m. to 6:15 

p.m. 713-626-2837.

Kolbe Project. Hospital visitation. 713-861- 

1800.

Houston Harpies Ice Hockey Team recruits. 

713-802-1248.

Rainbow Ranglers. 8 p.m. at the BRB.

Lambda Rollerskating Club. Skating at 8 

p.m. 713-933-5818.

Thomas Street Health Center Council. 2 

p.m. 713-902-2231.

Healing and Happiness ThroOgh Wellness.
7 p.m. 713-623-6796.

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Bible study 

at 12:30 p.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 713-528-6665. 

MCCR. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.; service at 7 p.m. 

713-861-9149.

Faith and Hope Fellowship. Service at 7:30 

p.m. 713-520-7847

Maranatha Fellowship MCC. Home groups 

meet for fellowship, sharing God's word and 

prayer. 713-528-6756.

Kolbe Project. Healing Service at 8 p.m. 713- 

861-1800.

Healing and Happiness Through Wellness.

Advertisements do not include all the information about a prescription 
medication. Only your physician is qualified to decide if a prescription 
medication is right for you.

ROXANE LABORATORIES, INC.
MARIN0L*  /S
(dronabinol) III.
Capsules

Brief Summary on MarinoP (dronabinol) Capsules.
Before prescribing, see complete prescribing information.

INDICATIONS AND USAGE
Marinol (dronabinol) is indicated for the treatment of:

1. anorexia associated with weight loss in patients with AIDS; and
2. nausea and vomiting associated with cancer chemotherapy in patients who have failed to respond adequately 

to conventional antiemetic treatments.

CONTRAINDICATIONS
Marinol (dronabinol) is contraindicated in any patient who has a history of hypersensitivity to any cannabinoid 

or sesame oil.

WARNINGS
Marinol (dronabinol) is a medication with a potential for abuse. Physicians and pharmacists should use the 

same care in prescribing and accounting for Marinol as they would with morphine or other drugs controlled under 
Schedule II (Cll) of the Controlled Substances Act. Because of the risk of diversion, it is recommended that pre­
scriptions be limited to the amount necessary for the period between clinic visits.

Patients receiving treatment with Marinol should be specifically warned not to drive, operate machinery, or engage 
in any hazardous activity until it is established that they are able to tolerate the drug and to perform such tasks safety.

PRECAUTIONS
General: The risk/benefit ratio of Marinol (dronabinol) use should be carefully evaluated in patients with the 

following medical conditions because of individual variation in response and tolerance to the effects of Marinol.

Marinol should be used with caution in patients with cardiac disorders because of occasional hypotension, 
possible hypertension, syncope, or tachycardia (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY).

Marinol should be used with caution in patients with a history of substance abuse, including alcohol abuse or 
dependence, because they may be more prone to abuse Marinol as well. Multiple substance abuse is common 
and marijuana, which contains the same active compound, is a frequently abused substance.

Marinol should be used with caution and careful psychiatric monitoring in patients with mania, depression, or 
schizophrenia because Marinol may exacerbate these illnesses.

Marinol should be used with caution in patients receiving concomitant therapy with sedatives, hypnotics or 
other psychoactive drugs because of the potential for additive or synergistic CNS effects.

Marinol should be used with caution in pregnant patients, nursing mothers, or pediatric patients because it 
has not been studied in these patient populations.

Marinol should be used with caution for treatment of anorexia and weight loss in elderty patients with AIDS because 
they may be more sensitive to the psychoactive effects and because its use in these patients has not been studied.

Information for Patients: Patients receiving treatment with Marinol (dronabinol) should be alerted to the 
potential for additive central nervous system depression if Marinol is used concomitantly with alcohol or other 
CNS depressants such as benzodiazepines and barbiturates.

Patients receiving treatment with Marinol should be specifically warned not to drive, operate machinery, or engage 
in any hazardous activity until it is established that they are able to tolerate the drug and to perform such tasks safety.

Patients using Marinol should be advised of possible changes in mood and other adverse behavioral effects 
of the drug so as to avoid panic in the event of such manifestations. Patients should remain under the supervi­
sion of a responsible adult during initial use of Marinol and following dosage adjustments.

Drug Interactions: In studies involving patients with AIDS and/or cancer, Marinol (dronabinol) has been co­
administered with a variety of medications (e.g., cytotoxic agents, anti-infective agents, sedatives, or opioid an­
algesics) without resulting in any clinically significant drug/drug interactions. Although no drug/drug interactions 
were discovered during the clinical trials of Marinol, cannabinoids may interact with other medications through 
both metabolic and pharmacodynamic mechanisms. Dronabinol is highly protein bound to plasma proteins, and 
therefore, might displace other protein-bound drugs. Although this displacement has not been confirmed in vivo, 
practitioners should monitor patients for a change in dosage requirements when administering dronabinol to pa­
tients receiving other highly protein-bound drugs. Published reports of drug/drug interactions involving cannabi- 
noids are summarized in the following table.________________________________

CONCOMITANT DRUG CLINICAL EFFECT(S)

Amphetamines, cocaine, other 
sympathomimetic agents

Additive hypertension, tachycardia, possibly cardiotoxicity

Atropine, scopolamine, antihistamines, 
other anticholinergic agents

Additive or super-additive tachycardia, drowsiness

Amitriptyline, amoxapine, desipramine, 
other tricyclic antidepressants

Additive tachycardia, hypertension, drowsiness

Barbiturates, benzodiazepines, 
ethanol, lithium, opioids, buspirone, 
antihistamines, muscle relaxants, 
other CNS depressants

Additive drowsiness and CNS depression

Disulfiram A reversible hypomanic reaction was reported in a 28 y/o man who 
smoked marijuana; confirmed by dechallenge and rechallenge

Fluoxetine A 21 y/o female with depression and bulimia receiving 20 mg/day 
fluoxetine X 4 wks became hypomanic after smoking marijuana; 
symptoms resolved after 4 days

Antipyrine, barbiturates Decreased clearance of these agents, presumably via 
competitive inhibition of metabolism

Theophylline Increased theophylline metabolism reported with smoking of 
marijuana; effect similar to that following smoking tobacco

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility: Carcinogenicity studies have not been performed 
with dronabinol. Mutagenicity testing of dronabinol was negative in an Ames test. In a long-term study (77 days) 
in rats, oral administration of dronabinol at doses of 30 to 150 mg/rn’, equivalent to 0 3 to 1 5 times maximum 
recommended human dose (MRHD) of 90 mg/m7day in cancer patients or 2 to 10 times MRHD of 15 mg/m7day 
in AIDS patients, reduced ventral prostate, seminal vesicle and epididymal weights and caused a decrease in 
seminal fluid volume. Decreases in spermatogenesis, number of developing germ cells, and number of Leydig 
cells in the testis were also observed. However, sperm count, mating success and testosterone levels were not 
affected. The significance of these animal findings in humans is not known.

Pregnancy: Pregnancy Category C. Reproduction studies with dronabinol have been performed in mice at 15 
to 450 mg/m?, equivalent to 0.2 to 5 times maximum recommended human dose (MRHD) of 90 mg/m7day in 
cancer patients or 1 to 30 times MRHD of 15 mg/m7day in AIDS patients, and in rats at 74 to 295 mg/m? (equiv­
alent to 0.8 to 3 times MRHD of 90 mg/m? in cancer patients or 5 to 20 times MRHD of 15 mg/m7day in AIDS 
patients). These studies have revealed no evidence of teratogenicity due to dronabinol. At these dosages in mice 
and rats, dronabinol decreased maternal weight gain and number of viable pups and increased fetal mortality and 
early resorptions. Such effects were dose dependent and less apparent at lower doses which produced less 
maternal toxicity. There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. Dronabinol should be 
used only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus.

Nursing Mothers: Use of Marinol is not recommended in nursing mothers since, in addition to the secretion 
of HIV virus in breast milk, dronabinol is concentrated in and secreted in human breast milk and is absorbed by 
the nursing baby.

ADVERSE REACTIONS

Adverse experiences information summarized in the tables below was derived from well-controlled clinical trials 
conducted in the US and US territories involving 474 patients exposed to Marinol (dronabinol). Studies of AIDS- 
refated weight loss included 157 patients receiving dronabinol at a dose of 2.5 mg twice daily and 67 receiving 
placebo. Studies of different durations were combined by considering the first occurrence of events during the 
first 28 days. Studies of nausea and vomiting related to cancer chemotherapy included 317 patients receiving 
dronabinol and 68 receiving placebo.

A cannabinoid dose-related “high” (easy laughino, elation and heightened awareness) has been reported by 
patients receiving Mannol in both the antiemetic (24%) and the lower dose appetite stimulant clinical trials (8%) 
(see CLINICAL TRIALS)

The most frequently reported adverse experiences in patients with AIDS during placebo-controlled clinical trials 
involved the CNS and were reported by 33% of patients receiving Marinol. About 25% of patients reported a 
minor CNS adverse event during the first 2 weeks and about 4% reported such an event each week for the next 
6 weeks thereafter.

PROBABLY CAUSALLY RELATED: Incidence greater than 1%.

Rates derived from clinical trials in AIDS-related anorexia (N=157) and chemotherapy-related nausea (N=317).
Rates were generally higher in the anti-emetic use (given in parentheses).____________________________________
Body as a whole-. Asthenia.
Cardiovascular. Palpitations, tachycardia, vasodilation/facial flush.
Digestive-. Abdominal pain', nausea*,  vomiting'.
Nervous system. (Amnesia), anxiety/nervousness, (ataxia), confusion, depersonalization, dizziness', euphoria*,  
(hallucination), paranoid reaction', somnolence', thinking abnormal'._________________

' Incidence of events 3% to 10%

PROBABLY CAUSALLY RELATED: Incidence less than 1%.
Event rates derived from clinical trials in AIDS-related anorexia (N=157) and chemotherapy-related nausea (N=317).

Cardiovascular. Conjunctivitis', hypotension'.
Digestive. Diarrhea", fecal incontinence.
Musculoskeletal Myalgias.
Nervous system. Depression, nightmares, speech difficulties, tinnitus.
Skin and Appendages-. Flushing'.
Special senses-. Vision difficulties.____________ _____ ____________________________________

' Incidence of events 0.3% to 1%.
CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP UNKNOWN: Incidence less than 1%.

The clinical significance of the association of these events with Marinol treatment is unknown, but they are 
reported as alerting information for the clinician.____________________________________________
Body as a whole. Chills, headache, malaise.
Digestive. Anorexia, hepatic enzyme elevation.
Respiratory. Cough, rhinitis, sinusitis.
Skin and Appendages. Sweating._____________________________________________________________

DRUG ABUSE AND DEPENDENCE
Marinol (dronabinol) is one of the psychoactive compounds present in cannabis, and is abusable and con­

trolled Schedule II (Cll) under the Controlled Substances Act. Both psychological and physiological dependence 
have been noted in healthy individuals receiving dronabinol, but addiction is uncommon and has only been seen 
after prolonged high dose administration.

Chronic abuse of cannabis has been associated with decrements in motivation, cognition, judgement, and per­
ception. The etiology of these impairments is unknown, but may be associated with the complex process of 
addiction rather than an isolated effect of the drug. No such decrements in psychological, social or neurological 
status have been associated with the administration of Marinol for therapeutic purposes.

In an open-label study in patients with AIDS who received Marinol for up to five months, no abuse, diversion 
or systematic change in personality or social functioning were observed despite the inclusion of a substantial 
number of patients with a past history of drug abuse.

An abstinence syndrome has been reported after the abrupt discontinuation of dronabinol in volunteers receiving 
dosages of 210 mg/day for 12 to 16 consecutive days. Within 12 hours after discontinuation, these volunteers 
manifested symptoms such as irritability, insomnia, and restlessness. By approximately 24 hours post-dronabinol 
discontinuation, withdrawal symptoms intensified to include “hot flashes , sweating, rhinorrhea, loose stools 
hiccoughs and anorexia.

These withdrawal symptoms gradually dissipated over the next 48 hours. Electroencephalographic changes 
consistent with the effects of drug withdrawal (hyperexcitation) were recorded in patients after abrupt dechallenge. 
Patients also complained of disturbed sleep for several weeks after discontinuing therapy with high dosaqes of 
dronabinol.

OVERDOSAGE
Signs and symptoms following MILD Marinol (dronabinol) intoxication include drowsiness, euphoria, height­

ened sensory awareness, altered time perception, reddened conjunctiva, dry mouth and tachycardia- following 
MODERATE intoxication include memory impairment, depersonalization, mood alteration, urinary retention, and 
reduced bowel motility; and following SEVERE intoxication include decreased motor coordination, lethargy, 
slurred speech, and postural hypotension. Apprehensive patients may experience panic reactions and seizures 
may occur in patients with existing seizure disorders.

The estimated lethal human dose of intravenous dronabinol is 30 mg/kg (2100 mg/70kg). Significant CNS 
symptoms in antiemetic studies followed oral doses of 0.4 mg/kg (28 mg/70 kg) of Marinol.

Management: A potentially serious oral ingestion, if recent, should be managed with gut decontamination In 
unconscious patients with a secure airway, instill activated charcoal (30 to 100 g in adults, 1 to 2 g/kg in infants) 
via a nasogastric tube. A saline cathartic or sorbitol may be added to the first dose of activated charcoal Patients 
experiencing depressive, hallucinatory or psychotic reactions should be placed in a quiet area and offered reas­
surance. Benzodiazepines (5 to 10 mg diazepam po) may be used for treatment of extreme agitation. Hypotension 
usually responds to Trendelenburg position and IV fluids. Pressors are rarely required.

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION
Appetite stimulation: Initially, 2.5 mg Marinol (dronabinol) should be administered orally twice daily (bid) 

before lunch and supper. For patients unable to tolerate this 5 mg/day dosage of Marinol the dosage can be 
reduced to 2.5 mg/day, administered as a single dose in the evening or at bedtime. If clinically indicated and in 
the absence of significant adverse effects, the dosage may be gradually increased to a maximum of 20 mg/day 
Marinol, administered in divided oral doses. Caution should be exercised in escalating the dosage of Marinol 
because of the increased frequency of dose-related adverse experiences at higher dosages (see PRECAUTIONS).

Antiemetic: Marinol is best administered at an initial dose of 5 mg/nf. given 1 to 3 hours pnor to the administra­
tion of chemotherapy, then every 2 to 4 hours after chemotherapy is given, for a total of 4 to 6 doses/day Should the 
5 mg/m2 dose prove to be ineffective, and in the absence of significant side effects, the dose may be escalated by 2 5 
mg/m; increments to a maximum of 15 mg/m2 per dose. Caution should be exercised in dose escalation however, as 
the incidence of disturbing psychiatric symptoms increases significantly at maximum dose (see PRECAUTIONS)’

SAFETY AND HANDLING

Marinol (dronabinol) should be packaged in a well-closed container and stored in a cool environment between 
8° and 15°C (46° and 59°F). Protect from freezing. No particular hazard to health care workers handling the cap­
sules has been identified.

Access to abusable drugs such as Marinol presents an occupational hazard for addiction in the health care indus­
try. Routine procedures for handling controlled substances developed to protect the public may not be adequate to 
protect health care workers. Implementation of more effective accounting procedures and measures to appropriately 
restrict access to drugs of this class may minimize the risk of self-administration by health care providers.

HOW SUPPLIED

MARINOL8 CAPSULES (dronabinol solution in sesame oil in soft gelatin capsules)
2.5 mg white capsules (Identified RL).
NDC 0054-2601-11: Bottles of 25 capsules.
NDC 0054-2601 -21. Bottles of 60 capsules
NDC 0054-2601-25: Bottles of 100 capsules.

5 mg dark brown capsules (Identified RL).
NDC 0054-2602-11: Bottles of 25 capsules.
NDC 0054-2602-25: Bottles of 100 capsules.

10 mg orange capsules (Identified RL).
NDC 0054-2603-11: Bottles of 25 capsules
NDC 0054-2603-21: Bottles of 60 capsules.
MARINOL*  is a registered trademark of Unimed Pharmaceuticals, Inc. and is marketed by Roxane Laboratories, 
Inc. under license from Unimed Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Manufactured by Banner Pharmacaps. Inc., Chatsworth CA 91311
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7 p.m. Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 

1475 W. Gray. 713-623-6796.

Rainbow Roller Skating. 8 p.m. Skateworld 
Northwest, 9514 Anderson Mill Road.

HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. Mary's 4 

to 8 p.m.; Nighthawks 8 p.m. to midnight, 

Mela's 8 p.m. to midnight. 712-520-2000.

► Thursday, May 20
Art Labs. The Art League at 1 p.m. 713-225- 

9411.

Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open 

rehearsal at 7 p.m. 713-521-7464.

Living in Process Groups. For gay men. 713- 

622-7250.

HIV+ Men Psychotherapy. Montrose

Counseling Center. 1:15 p.m. 713-529-0037.

Relapse Prevention. Montrose Counseling 

Center, 2 p.m. 713-529-0037.

Outpatient Group Treatment. Montrose 

Counseling Center. 6 p.m. 713-529-0037.

Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose 

Counseling Center. 6 p.m. 713-529-0037.

Women's Therapy Group. Montrose
Counseling Center. 5:30 p.m. 713-529-0037.

Meditation and Chanting Group. 7 p.m. 

713-942-0923.

HIV Affected. CASA. 7 p.m. 713-796-2272.

HIV Survivor Support Group. 7 p.m., 2929 

Unity Drive. 713-782-4050.

Center for the Healing of Racism. 7:30 

p.m. 713-738-RACE.

FrontRunners at 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.

HIV Art Course Program. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Patrick Palmer at 713-526-1118.

HIV Prevention Community Planning 
Group. 9 a.m. 713-794-9251.

Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic, 713-830- 

3000.

Montrose Ice Picks. Skating. 8 p.m. 713-629- 

1432.

Faith and Hope Fellowship. Bible study 7 

p.m. 713-520-7847.

Community Gospel. Choir practice. 6:30 
p.m.; service at 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235 or 

www.communitygospel.org.

Kolbe Project. Ecumenical outreach to gays.

7 p.m. 713-522-8182.

Montrose Ice Picks. 8 p.m. Galleria Ice Rink, 

5015 Westheimer. 713-629-1432.

BiNet Houston. Discussion group at 7:30 p.m. 

713-467-7031.

HIV/AIDS Support Group. 2:30 at Family 

Service Center. 713-861-4849.

Women's HIV/AIDS Support Group. 7 p.m.

Family Service Center. 713-247-3810.

HIV/AIDS Support Group. 7 p.m. Family 

Service Center in Conroe. 888-247-3810.

HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. Brazos 

River Bottom 4 to 8 p.m. 713-530-2000.

Gulf Coast Transgender Community.
Monthly meeting. 713-780-4282.

► Friday, May 21
Houston Area Teen Coalition of
Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) meets. 713-942- 

7002.

Houston Tennis Club at 7:30 p.m. 713-864- 

8468.

Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose 

Counseling Center at 6 p.m. 713-529-0037. 

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people 
with HIV. 713-830-3000.

Lesbian Avengers. Toopee's, 1830 W.
Alabama at 7 p.m.

Q-Patrol walks the streets at 8:45 p.m. 713- 

528-SAFE.

Kolbe Project. Park Plaza Hospital visitation. 

713-861-1800.

Positive Art Workshop, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Patrick Palmer at 713-526-1118.

Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM, 7 

p.m. 713-526-5738.

Movie Time at the Kolbe Project. 7:30 p.m. 

713-522-8182.

Mishpachat Alizim Shabbat Services. 8 

p.m. 713-748-7079.

Co Dependents Anonymous. 7:30 p.m. At 

MCCR. 713-861-9149.

HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. Rich's 10 

p.m. to 1 a.m. 713-520-2000.

Healing Eucharist. Christ Church Cathedral. 7 

p.m. 713-222-2593.

Lesbians in Business. General meeting at 

6:30 p.m. 713-529-1000.

To list an event, call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529- 

8490, fax at 713-529-9531, or e-mail 

editor@houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Friday 

at 5 p.m.
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Human Growth Hormone combats the loss of lean
body mass in ways other treatments don’t

The power of nature is the science of Serostini.

(Serono)
SLI 98-8130

Because there is no time to waste.

SEROSTIM isn’t a steroid, an appetite 

stimulant or nutritional supplement. It’s a 

completely new anabolic (LBM building) 

and anticatabolic (inhibits LBM break­

down) treatment that increases LBM and 

improves physical performance by inter­

acting with a variety of cell types.

One way to know for sure if your 

treatment has restored LBM is to ask 

your doctor about BIA or Bioelectrical 

Impedance Analysis. BIA measures body 

composition so changes in LBM can be 

monitored. It takes just 5 minutes and is 

completely painless. If your physician can­

not provide BIA testing, ask him/her to 

call Serono at 800-714-2437 and a repre­

sentative will help your physician gain 

access to a BIA system on your behalf.

People on SEROSTIM may observe 

side effects. In clinical trials, patients 

treated with SEROSTIM noticed muscle 

and joint soreness (53.7% vs. 33.396 for 

placebo) and swelling in the hands and 

feet (27.396 vs. 2.796 for placebo). 

Physicians rated these symptoms as mild- 

they will subside with continued treatment.to-moderate, and in most

Hyperglycemia may occur in HIV-infected individuals due to a variety of reasons. 

SEROSTIM use was associated with a minimal increase of mean blood glucose 

concentration. Also, SEROSTIM must be used along with anti-HIV drug therapy. 

Data related to interactions between serostim and anti-HIV treatments are not 

yet available.

Wasting is treatable. See your doctor or call the SEROSTIM Access Line at 

800-714-2437 to find out about serostim’s solution.

PART OF THE ARES SERONO GROUP

*Serostim is an anabolic and anticatabolic agent that works by interacting with specific receptors on a variety 
of cell types. For additional information about Serostim, please refer to the brief summary on the next page.

serostim is indicated for the treat­

ment of AIDS wasting or cachexia, in 

combination with antiviral therapy, based 

on analysis of intermediate effects in 

studies up to 12 weeks duration.

You may know that wasting robs a 

person of lean muscle and organ mass, 

and physical performance. But did you 

know that it can strike anyone with HIV? 

At any time? Even while your weight 

remains constant? That’s because you 

could be adding fat to your body while still 

losing lean body mass (LBM).

If you are experiencing wasting, 

discuss with your doctor whether 

SEROSTIM—human growth hormone— 

might be right for you.

SEROSTIM rebuilds LBM and 

improves physical performance while 

reducing body fat. Studies show that with­

out the LBM you need, you could become 

weaker, get sick more often and may not 

live as long as people who are not losing 

lean body mass; although the clinical 

significance of treatment-induced weight

gain and increasing LBM have not been established. Physical performance was 

assessed by treadmill exercise testing. Grip strength, another measure of muscle 

performance may decline, probably due to increased tissue fullness, which some­

times occurs with growth hormone. Subjective assessment of performance was 

measured in a nine-point questionnaire. SEROSTIM showed significant improve­

ments on two points—change in appearance and overall benefit of therapy— 

while results of the other measures were inconclusive. Patients who continue to 

lose weight in their first two weeks of therapy should be reevaluated.

SEROSTIM

cases

I * "k ^0

[somatropin (rDNA origin) for injection]
Serostim
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Serostim
[somatropin (rDNA origin) for injection]

BRIEF SUMMARY. SEE FULL PRESCRIBING INFORMATION BEFORE PRESCRIBING.

INDICATIONS AND USAGE: Serostim'"9 [somatropin (rDNA origin) for injection] is indicated for the treatment of AIDS 

wasting or cachexia. This indication is based on analyses of surrogate endpoints in studies of up to 12 weeks in duration. 

Concomitant anti-viral therapy is necessary (see PRECAUTIONS: General). The continued use of Serostim treatment should 

be reevaluated in patients who continue to lose weight in the first two weeks of treatment.

CONTRAINDICATIONS: Serostim is contraindicated in patients with a known hypersensitivity to growth hormone.

PRECAUTIONS: General: Serostim therapy should be carried out under the regular guidance of a physician who is 
experienced in the diagnosis and management of AIDS. Inadequate nutritional intake, malabsorption and hypogonadism, which 

are common in individuals with AIDS and which may contribute to catabolism and weight loss, should also be monitored 

and treated.

HIV and Growth Hormone Considerations: In some experimental systems, recombinant human Growth Hormone (r-hGH) has been 

shown to potentiate HIV replication in vitro at concentrations ranging from 50-250 ng/ml. There was no increase in virus production 

when the antiretroviral agents, zidovudine, didanosine or lamivudine were added to the culture medium. Additional in vitro studies have 

shown that r-hGH does not interfere with the antiviral activity of zalcitabine or stavudine. In the controlled clinical trials, no significant 

growth hormone-associated increase in viral burden was observed. However, the protocol required all participants to be on concomitant 

nucleoside analogue therapy for the duration of the study. In view of the potential for acceleration of virus replication, it is recommended 

that HIV+ patients be maintained on nucleoside analogue therapy for the duration of Serostim treatment.

Increased tissue turgor (swelling, particularly in the hands and feet) and musculoskeletal discomfort (pain, swelling and/or 

stiffness) may occur during treatment with Serostim, but may resolve spontaneously, with analgesic therapy, or after reducing 

the frequency of dosing (see DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION).

Carpal tunnel syndrome may occur during treatment with Serostim. If the symptoms of carpal tunnel syndrome do not 

resolve by decreasing the weekly number of doses of Serostim, it is recommended that treatment be discontinued.

Patients should be informed that allergic reactions are possible and that prompt medical attention should be sought if an 

allergic reaction occurs. None of the 188 study participants with AIDS wasting who were evaluable for antibody assessments 

and who were treated with Serostim for the first time developed detectable antibodies to growth hormone (> 4 pg binding). 

Patients were not rechallenged.

Recombinant Human Growth Hormone (r-hGH) has been associated with acute pancreatitis.

Hyperglycemia may occur in HIV-infected individuals due to a variety of reasons. Serostim use was associated with a 

minimal increase of mean blood glucose concentration. Patients with other risk factors for glucose intolerance should be 

monitored closely during Serostim therapy.

No cases of intracranial hypertension (IH) have been observed among patients with AIDS wasting treated with Serostim. The 

syndrome of IH, with papilledema, visual changes, headache, and nausea and/or vomiting has been reported in a small 

number of children with growth failure treated with growth hormone products. Nevertheless, funduscopic evaluation of patients 

is recommended at the initiation and periodically during the course of Serostim therapy.

Kaposi's sarcoma, lymphoma, and other malignancies are common in HIV+ individuals. There was no increase in the 

incidence of Kaposi’s sarcoma, lymphoma, or in the progression of cutaneous Kaposi's sarcoma in clinical studies of 

Serostim. Patients with internal KS lesions were excluded from the studies. Potential effects on other malignancies are 

unknown.

Information For Patients: Patients being treated with Serostim should be informed of the potential benefits and risks 

associated with treatment. Patients should be instructed to contact their physician should they experience any side effects or 

discomfort during treatment with Serostim. It is recommended that Serostim be administered using sterile, disposable 

syringes and needles. Patients should be thoroughly instructed in the importance of proper disposal and cautioned against 

any reuse of needles and syringes. An appropriate container for the disposal of used syringes and needles should be 

employed. Patients should be instructed to rotate injection sites to avoid lipodystrophy.

Drug Interactions: Formal in vitro drug interaction studies have not been conducted. No data are available on drug 

interactions between Serostim and HIV protease inhibitors or the non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors.

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility: Long-term animal studies for carcinogenicity have not been performed 

with Serostim. There is no evidence from animal studies to date of Serostim-induced mutagenicity or impairment of fertility. 

Pregnancy: Pregnancy Category B. Reproduction studies have been performed in rats and rabbits. Doses up to 5 to 10 times 

the human dose, based on body surface area, have revealed no evidence of impaired fertility or harm to the fetus due to 

Serostim. There are, however, no adequate and well controlled studies in pregnant women. Because animal reproduction 

studies are not always predictive of human response, this drug should be used during pregnancy only if clearly needed.

Nursing Women: It is not known whether Serostim is excreted in human milk. Because many drugs are excreted in human 

milk, caution should be exercised when Serostim is administered to a nursing woman.

Pediatric Use: In two small studies, 11 children with HIV associated failure to thrive were treated subcutaneously with human 

growth hormone. In one study, five children (age range, 6 to 17 years) were treated with 0.04 mg/kg/day for 26 weeks. In a 

second study, six children (age range, 8 to 14 years) were treated with 0.07 mg/kg/day for 4 weeks. Treatment appeared to 

be well tolerated in both studies. These preliminary data collected in a limited number of patients with HIV associated failure 

to thrive appear to be consistent with safety observations in growth hormone treated adults with AIDS wasting.

ADVERSE REACTIONS: In two placebo-controlled clinical trials in which 205 patients were treated with Serostim the most 
common adverse reactions judged to be associated with Serostim were musculoskeletal discomfort and increased tissue 

turgor (swelling, particularly of the hands or feet) (see PRECAUTIONS: General). These symptoms were generally rated by 

investigators as mild to moderate in severity and usually subsided with continued treatment. Discontinuations as a result of 

these events were rare.

Because of the diverse clinical manifestations of AIDS, and the frequent occurrence of adverse events associated with 

underlying disease process, it was often difficult to distinguish adverse events possibly associated with the administration of 

Serostim from underlying signs or symptoms of AIDS or associated intercurrent illnesses.

Clinical adverse events which occurred during the first 12 weeks of study in at least 10% of those who received Serostim 

during the two placebo-controlled trials are listed below by treatment group, without regard to causality assessment.

THE MB-SflMW0 CMUP

Serostim
[somatropin (rDNA origin) for injection]

Helps Make It Possible

(Serono)
PART OF THE ARES-SERONO GROUP

©1998 Serono Laboratories, Inc. SLI98-8113

Table 2: Controlled Trials Adverse Events
Adverse Event Serostim (n=205) Placebo (n=150)

% %

Musculoskeletal discomfort 53.7 33.3

Fever 31.2 29.3

Increased tissue turgor 27.3 2.7

Diarrhea 25.9 20.0

Neuropathy 25.9 17.3

Nausea 25.9 16.0

Headache 19.0 20.7

Abdominal pain 17.1 18.7

Fatigue 17.1 16.0

Leukopenia 15.1 24.7

Albuminuria 15.1 9.3

Granulocytopenia 14.1 21.3

Lymphadenopathy 14.1 16.0

Increased sweating 14.1 8.7

Anorexia 12.2 9.3

Anemia 12.2 8.7

Vomiting 11.7 12.0

SGOT increased 11.7 6.0

Insomnia 11.2 9.3

Tachycardia 11.2 6.0

Hyperglycemia 10.2 6.0

SGPT increased 10.2 5.3

Adverse events that occurred in 1% to less than 10% of study participants receiving Serostim in the two placebo-controlled 

clinical efficacy studies are listed below by body system. The list of adverse events has been compiled regardless of causal 

relationship to Serostim.

Body as a Whole, rigors, flu-like symptoms, back pain, malaise, asthenia, carpal tunnel syndrome (see PRECAUTIONS: 

General), chest pain, hot flashes, allergic reaction. Gastrointestinal System, oral leukoplakia, flatulence, dyspepsia, dry 

mouth, constipation, ulcerative stomatitis, increased amylase, dysphagia, esophagitis, colitis, pancreatitis, rectal disorder, 

gastritis, tongue ulceration, gingivitis. Musculoskeletal System, muscle weakness. Central and Peripheral Nervous System. 

dizziness, convulsions, hypertonia, neuralgia, tremor, encephalopathy, nystagmus, meningism. Respiratory System. 

dyspnea, coughing, sinusitis, upper respiratory tract infection, pharyngitis, rhinitis, pneumonia, bronchitis, increased 

sputum, respiratory disorder, bronchospasm, pneumonitis, pleurisy. White Blood Cell and Reticuloendothelial System 

Disorders, cervical lymphadenopathy, eosinophilia. Skin and Appendages, skin disorder, folliculitis, rash, alopecia, 

photosensitivity reaction, erythematous rash, pruritus, abnormal pigmentation, seborrhea, dermatitis, skin ulceration, acne, 

skin discoloration, verruca. Psychiatric, depression, anxiety, somnolence, nervousness, appetite increased, amnesia, 

abnormal thinking. Metabolic and Nutritional, hypertriglyceridemia, increased alkaline phosphatase, dehydration, increased 

creatinine phosphokinase, increased LDH, glycosuria, hypokalemia, cachexia, thirst, acidosis. Immune System Dysfunctiorr. 

moniliasis, bacterial infection, Pneumocystis carinii infection, viral infection, infection, Herpes simplex, sepsis, abscess, 

fungal infection, Herpes zoster. Urinary System, hematuria, urinary tract infection, nocturia. Liver and Biliary System. 

abnormal hepatic function, hepatomegaly, hepatitis. Vision-, retinitis, abnormal vision, photophobia. Platelet, Bleeding and 

Clotting, thrombocytopenia, purpura. Cardiovascular, General abnormal ECG, heart murmur, hypertension, hypotension. 

Application Site, injection site pain, injection site reaction. Neoplasms: Kaposi's sarcoma. Male Reproductive, epididymitis, 

penis disorder, inguinal hernia. Hearing and Vestibular: earache, ear disorder, decreasing hearing. Endocrine: gynecomastia, 

male breast pain.

The types and incidences of adverse events reported in an open-label, extension trial and in a single, foreign trial, for up to one 

year, were not different from, or greater in frequency, than those observed in the primary, placebo-controlled, clinical trials.

OVERDOSAGE
Glucose intolerance can occur with overdosage. Long-term overdosage with growth hormone could result in signs and 

symptoms of acromegaly.

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION
Serostim*[somatropin  (rDNA origin) for injection] should be administered subcutaneously daily at bedtime according to the 

following dosage recommendations:

♦Based on an approximate daily dosage of 0.1 mg/kg.

Weight Range Dose*

>55 kg 6 mg SC daily

45-55 kg 5 mg SC daily

35-45 kg 4 mg SC daily

In patients who weigh less than 35 kg, Serostim should be administered at a dose of 0.1 mg/kg subcutaneously daily at 

bedtime.

Dose reductions for side effects felt to be related to treatment with Serostim, which are unresponsive to symptomatic 

treatment, may be effected by reducing the total daily dose or the number of doses given per week.

In patients who continue to lose weight at week 2, reevaluate for concurrent opportunistic infections or other clinical events.

Injection sites should be rotated.

Safety and effectiveness in pediatric patients with AIDS have not been established.

Each vial of Serostim 4 mg, 5 mg or 6 mg is reconstituted with 1 mL sterile water for injection. To reconstitute Serostim, 

inject the diluent into the vial of Serostim aiming the liquid against the glass vial wall. Swirl the vial with a gentle rotary 

motion until contents are dissolved completely. The Serostim solution should be clear immediately after reconstitution. DO NOT 
INJECT Serostim if the reconstituted product is cloudy immediately after reconstitution or refrigeration. Occasionally, after 
refrigeration, small colorless particles may be present in the Serostim solution. This is not unusual for proteins like Serostim.

STABILITY AND STORAGE
Before reconstitution: Serostim should be stored at room temperature, 59° - 86°F (15° - 30°C). Expiration dates are stated 

on product labels.

After reconstitution: Use within 24 hours after reconstitution with diluent. The reconstituted solution should be stored under 

refrigerated conditions (36° - 46°F/2O - 8°C).

Sterile Diluent, 1 mL (Sterile Water for Injection, USP) should be stored at room temperature, 59° - 86°F (15° - 30°C). Avoid 

freezing vials of Serostim and Sterile Diluent.

HOW SUPPLIED
Serostim is available in the following forms:

Serostim vials containing 4 mg (approximately 12IU) somatropin (mammalian-cell) with Sterile Water for Injection, USP.

Package of 7 vials. NDC 44087-0004-7

Serostim vials containing 5 mg (approximately 15 IU) somatropin (mammalian-cell) with Sterile Water for Injection, USP.

Package of 7 vials. NDC 44087-0005-7

Serostim vials containing 6 mg (approximately 18 IU) somatjopin (mammalian-cell) with Sterile Water for Injection, USP.

Package of 7 vials. NDC 44087-0006-7

Manufactured for: Serono Laboratories, Inc., Randolph, MA 02368

Caution: Federal law prohibits dispensing without prescription. February 1998
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Houston plays host to North American 
gay volleyball championship
by LARA L ZUEHLKE

More than 100 teams will be vying for 
the coveted first place trophy at this 
year’s annual North American Gay 
Volleyball Association (NAGVA) 
Championships, May 21-23, at the 
George R. Brown Convention Center.

Gay volleyball enthusiasts from 
Canada, Puerto Rico and the United 
States are heading into Houston to com­
pete in the three-day tournament, includ­
ing eight teams from Houston’s Lone 
Star Volleyball Association. And, Houston 
is no stranger to this event, as this year’s 
tournament marks the second time 
Houston has hosted the champi- 
onships-the first time in 1994, said John 
Pastrano, president of NAGVA.

According to 
Pastrano, Houston 
beat out dozens of 
other cities to play 
home to the champi­
onships.

“Every year cities 
are asked to place bids 
to host the tourna­
ment, and Houston 
was chosen this year,” 
he said. This year’s 
tournament will be 
even sweeter for 
Pastrano and the 
other Houston partici­
pants, as he was 
recently elected presi­
dent of NAGVA.

Pastrano said that 
the preparation for 
the tournament has 
run smoothly because 
the city has been very 
receptive to hosting 
the tournament.

“Houston is lucky in 
that we have a large 
base of volunteers,” he 
said. “We are expect­
ing between 20 and 25 
volunteers to help 
out.” The volunteers 

every team must participate in at least 
one NAGVA qualifying game at some 
time during the season. Since the associ­
ation encompasses four countries-the 
United States, Mexico, Puerto Rico and 
Canada-qualifying games are held in 
various cities, ranging from Toronto to 
Dallas. Once a team has participated in a 
qualifying game, Pastrano said it can 
then submit its application and fee for the 
championship tournament. Then, teams 
are classified according to ability, 
ranging from the best, AA, to the less­
er competitive, BB.

The majority of teams participating in 
this year’s event fall under the BB cate­
gory, with approximately 42 teams, as 
well as the B category, with an estimated 

38 teams.
Pastrano said pool 

play begins May 21 at 
8:30 p.m., with teams 
participating in four 
matches. Then teams 
will compete in anoth­
er four matches Sat­
urday. After the eight 
matches have been 
played, Pastrano said 
the standings will be 
tallied and teams will 
be put into seeds based 
on their won/loss 
record. Play resumes 
on Sunday, with the 
championship game 
taking place around 6 
p.m.

Although some die­
hard players will be 
blazing the courts, 
Pastrano commented 
there will be players 
of all ages and skill 
levels on hand.

“We will have a 
wide array of players, 
ranging from ages 18 
to 55,” he said. 
Pastrano encouraged 
everyone to come che­

will assume various roles, Pastrano said, 
ranging from managing the facility to 
coordinating court activities. Because the 
NAGVA does not currently have corporate 
sponsorships, the tournament’s success 
depends largely on the support of local 
businesses.

“NAGVA is trying to get corporate spon­
sorships for future tournaments,” said 
Pastrano. He said area businesses are 
helping out by donating their time and 
services. “There will be massage thera­
pists on site that are volunteering,” said 
Pastrano. “So, massages will be available 
for the players.”

The upcoming tournament will mark 
year 17 for the championships and 
rounds out teams’ regular season play. Ta 
qualify for the tournament, Pastrano said 

ck out the action, as the event is free to 
the public and will be held in Exhibit Hall 
C of the convention center. For those 
interested in volunteering or finding out 
more about the event, call the Lone Star 
Volleyball Association at (281) 878-4629.

North American
Vollyball Association
Championship
May 21-23

George R. Brown Convention Center

(281)878-4629
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SUNDAY, MAY 16,1999

In Partnership With 
CHASE

Do the Texas 
Two Step:

1 Call for a registration card

2 Raise funds and join 
the walk at the:

George R. Brown 
Convention Center...

With a 1 OK walking tour 
of downtown Houston

May 16, 1999 
9:00am

Benefiting 14 local 
AIDS organizations.

AIDS Walk Houston is 
Brought to You In Part By: 

Houston Voice

To register.

Call (713) 
524-Al DS 

http://www.aidshelp.org

LJ ■M

Summer
Fashions

Member
Greater Houston 
Gay & Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce

BASIC 
BROTHERS 

1232 Westheimer 
713.522.1626

Mon-Sat 10am-9pm 

Sun 12-6pm 

www.basicbrothers.com
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KELLER 
WILLIAMS

R E A L I Y 115 TUAMAVE& 117 WAVE.
THIS BEAUTIFUL HOME WAS BUILT IN 1936 

LOCATED IN THE PRESTIGIOUS MID'TOWNE AREA 
4/5 BEDROOMS ' 3 BATHS/DEN/ATRIUM OFFICE 

2 STORY ’ CENTRAL AlR/H EAT BOTH FLOORS 
UPDATES TO ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING

AND GAS LINES 
EXPLOSIVE GROWTH OF NEW UPSCALE 

HOUSING SURROUNDS PROPERTY 
JUST MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN 

------------- $250 K---------------  
PAUL JOHNSON, REALTOR 

(281)335-0335 XT 111 ’ (281)474-9180

Catch Texas Sized Savings
MVP 500 

500 minutes of wireless 

communications for only $39.95

MVP 2000 
2000 minutes of wireless 

communications for only $99

MVP 1000 
1000 minutes of wireless 

communications for only $59

250 Cellular Minutes 
Additional Minutes Only 25C

250 Direct Connect5* Minutes 
Additional Minutes Only 12c

1000 Cellular Minutes 

Additional Minutes Only 20c

1000 Direct Connect5* Minutes
Additional Minutes Only 12c

500 Cellular Minutes 
Additional Minutes Only 25 c

500 Direct Connect5* Minutes 
Additional Minutes Only 12C

With Nextel's new MVP 

promotion plans, instant 

communication is more 

affordable than ever.

No rooming charges on tfe Nextd National Network*  

CeHuiar cdls rounded to the second, after the first minute 

Nextd MrSct Connect*  is the fasted way to communicate 

Nexfel Cormect*airtime  poohfcoss different rate plans 

Two way radio, 4jtal cellular phone oad pager nlWn-one.

Phones starting at only $99

Premier
PABINfii WIRELESS
12220 Murphy Road 
281-575-8500

Activation fees and rate plan restrictions may apply. Limited time offer. Copyright 

1999 Nextel Communications, Inc. All rights reserved. Nextel, the Nextel logo, 

Nextel National Network and Nextel Direct Connect are trademarks and/or serv­

ice marks of Nextel Communications, Inc. www.nextel.com

UlnrltflllTO WW wl IwW I m

^AVAILABLE AT LOCATIONS ALL OVER HOUSTON

need wood?
Woody won’t lick ya and leave ya—he’ll give you more 

than a mouthfull of his sage sex advice

you’ve got male
the information superhighway even has rest stops 

for gay porn stars, and Jim Buck—an adult film star 
in his own right—is your guide

scene and heard
Cuervolyn spins her usual mix of lies, blended with 

some gossip and half-truths

will the workout mags ever come out?
Men’s workout mags doth protest too much. The loudly—and constantly—pro­

claim their heterosexuality, even if their primary mission seems to be to eroticize 
the male body to male readers.

filth
CNN’s humpy Bill Hemmer, Ryan Phillipe and Reese Witherspoon, 
the legendary Diana Ross, Brandy, Pamela and Tommy Lee (again) 

Mariah Carey and Eddie Murphy—something for everyone
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Rainbow flag prohibited from flying outside woman's home
by GIP PLASTER

Linda Robertson wants to show the citizens of 
Myrtle Beach her true colors, but the city says the 
rainbow flag flying outside her restaurant and bar vio­
lates a recently changed city ordinance. Robertson was 
cited last month for flying a rainbow flag in an area 
where many flags, banners and “wind-activat­
ed devices” are prohibited. American flags, 
flags of other nations, state, city and county 
flags, church flags and registered corporate 
flags are allowed, however.

The rainbow flag has flown since Rainbow 
House Bistro, which caters to a mostly lesbian 
and gay clientele, opened in March 1998. In 
September, however, a city ordinance was 
changed. Now, in the zoning area where her 
business is located, only amusement parks with 
more than five acres of property are allowed to 
display flags and banners. Robertson said she 
is about two blocks away from an amusement 
park that displays more banners than she can 
count. “What’s wrong with one rainbow flag fly­
ing in front of every house in Myrtle Beach if 
that would be the case?” she asked.

Rainbow flags, first flown in 1978 and now recog­
nized by the International Congress of Flag Makers, 
are an important part of gay and lesbian history, 
Robertson said. “It speaks,” she said. “It speaks just 
like the American flag or a state or international flag.”

“Yes, I own a business, but this is not a business 

issue. This is a personal issue.”
Robertson said she believes the change in the ordi­

nance was a result of a large number of somewhat 
offensive signs, banners and window hangings in 
nearby downtown. She said some T-shirts hanging in 
windows were in such bad taste that she did not want 

her young granddaughter to see them. But prohibiting 
all flags and banners goes too far, she said. City 
spokesperson Mark Kruea said Myrtle Beach is a 
tourism-driven community and that many restric­
tions exist on signage, flags and banners to keep the 
community from looking cluttered. He said the city 

does not find the meaning of the flag objectionable. If 
Robertson would work with city code enforcement offi­
cials, he said, she might be able to find an acceptable 
way to show her pride. “In all likelihood she could find 

try to take action against her. She said she would be 
reluctant to go to jail over this issue, but does not 
think it will come to that. She added, “I guess if they 
come to get me, I have no choice.”

some other way she could make the same statement,” 
Kruea said.

Robertson was not singled out, he said. 
Thirty-five others were cited for sign ordinance 
violations last month; twelve involved banners 
and flags. Similar incidents have happened else­
where. Several years ago, an Arlington, Texas pet 
store owner was cited for flying a rainbow flag 
even though a nearby car dealer flew a number of 
flags and banners. The flag no longer flies, but 
rainbow patterns wrap poles outside the store 
and the rainbow colors are more visible than ever. 
The new owner of the store said that because 
insults were yelled from passing cars at non-gay 
employees walking dogs near the flag, he has no 
plans to put it back up. He said he was unaware 
of exactly what agreement the former owner 
reached with the city of Arlington. Robertson, 
however, still flies her flag. She could be sen­
tenced to 30 days in jail and fined $500 for every 

day she violates the ordinance. She said she believes 
there will be huge outcry in the community if officials 

Star

TUESDAYS • 7:30 - 9:30PM

Benefits Colt 45’s Stone Soup
A NEW MILLENNIUM DISCO 
(713)522-3332

SHOW BAR 
. 713.523.7217 
Home bar of the

Royal, Sovereign & 
Imperial Court 

of the

Open Wednesday 
through Saturday

DJ Bridgett Spins 
Your Favorite Dance Hits!

Saturday, May 15*9  p.m
Larry Spriggs Presents

Friday, May 14 

9 p.m.

Shiela Lennon

FRIDAY & SATORDffi l' 
DJ BRIDGET! SPINS t 

FOR YOUR C&W PLEASURE! I
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(713)521-9533 TL

SCHHHERN COUNTRY
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Teaching Country & Western Dancing

1

dances

Hot Pisco Jukebox!
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Getting 'Monster' on the screen
Film from page 21
were going, ‘Great, another story about 
a director, sounds good to us.’ They 
were all over Chris to finish the book. 
By the time he had finished it, though, 
‘Ed Wood’ had come out and bombed. In 
typical Hollywood fashion, they were 
like, ‘We don’t want this ‘Father Of 
Frankenstein.’ Who needs another 
movie about a director. Plus, this 
James Whale guy was gay! Sounds like 
a loser to us.’Although they were idiots 
for passing up such a great story, I 
lucked-out because no one optioned the 
novel. So, I optioned it with my produc­
ing partner Gregg Feinberg.”

Over the next five years, however, 
the box office failure of “Ed Wood” 
would loom like a dark, ominous cloud 
over their attempts to raise money for 
a project based on “Father Of 
Frankenstein.”

Eventually, Condon and Feinberg 
were able to ignite the interest of gay 
filmmaker and horror author Clive 
Barker (“Our patron saint,” Condon 
called him), who, in turn, went to such 
diverse parties as the BBC and 
American cable giant Showtime and in 
order to help raise a paltry (by 
Hollywood standards) $3 1/2 million 
dollars to start the cameras rolling. 
With a look of a major studio movie 
with a budget twenty times of what he 
had to spend, Condon obtained a lav­
ish look for “Gods And Monsters” by 
using an age old trick developed by 
arthouse impresarios James Ivory and

Ishmail Merchant.
“When Merchant Ivory were making 

films like ‘A Room With A View’ and 
‘Maurice’ they didn’t have a whole lot of 
money to spend, either,” Condon said. 
“So, they did one important thing, they 
saved their money for two pivotal 
scenes and went all out for them. With 
‘Gods And Monsters,’ I did that with 
the lawn party thrown by (legendary 
closeted director) George Cukor and 
the recreation of ‘The Bride Of 
Frankenstein’ set. And it worked. Of 
course, I couldn’t have done any of it if 
Lynn (a Golden Globe winner for her 
performance), Ian and Brendan hadn’t 
worked for scale. The fact that they 
were willing to take a fourth of the 
money they normally get meant a 
whole lot to me.”

While Condon calls the casting of 
openly gay English actor Ian McKellan 
as James Whale a no-brainer, he 
admits giving the role of the handsome 
gardener to “The Mummy” heart-throb 
Brendan Fraser a bolder step then he 
initially realized.

“So many people have come up to me 
and said, ‘When we heard you cast 
Brendan Fraser in your movie, we 
thought you were crazy or just had a 
crush on him, because we didn’t think 
he had the range to pull off a role like 
this,”’ Condon said with a laugh. “For 
some reason, people don’t equate 
Brendan with drama, which is a 
shame, because he is a very talented 
actor.

If we’d been there

a full service salon 
offering fine cuts

men and women
drop-ins & appointments welcomed haircuts facials 

pedicures color 
manicures perms

2433 bissonnet houston
713 526 9441

“Also, he was an obvious choice 
because we had to have someone who 
was large in stature,” he continued. 
“Brendan’s big, which is what we need­
ed, because Ian is very tall, he’s six- 
foot-one. We needed someone who 
could literally carry him. Like Karloff, 
the monster, Brendan had to be able to 
suggest that he was tough and full of 
bravado, but at the same time, he had 
to have a soft center—which I thought 
he had. Luckily, my instincts proved to 
be right on target. He really connects 
with Ian, and I think that audiences— 
both straight and gay—connect with 
their relationship.”

Even after winning an Oscar, “Gods 
And Monsters” still seemed like just 
another “gay ghetto” movie to the vast 
majority of mainstream audiences, 
keeping its box office receipts relative­
ly low. Condon hopes the upcoming 
DVD (which includes a 30 minute doc­
umentary about the film and running 
commentary by the director) and video 
releases of “Gods And Monsters” will 
garner it a whole new crop of fans.

“Christopher Bram says a great 
thing about being a gay novelist, he 
said, T am and I’m not’—I feel the same 
way about this movie, it is and it isn’t,” 
Condon said. “OK, before we go any 
further, let’s define ‘gay ghetto’ movies. 
To me, they are films that are meant to 
glorify and celebrate the gay experi­
ence. While ‘Gods And Monsters’ does 
that, it doesn’t do it exclusively. It has 
a story that non-gay people can relate 
to, it doesn’t exclude anyone.”

But as a gay man, doesn’t he feel an 
obligation to make films that champion 
the gay community?

“I don’t feel an obligation, but I feel a 
great compulsion,” Condon said. “I 
mean, it’s what I know and how I live 
my life, so, of course, why wouldn’t I 
want to explore themes about homo­
sexuality. Now, whether Hollywood 
wants to admit it or not, there’s a big 
audience out there that feels the same 
way, and they’re not all gay. Believe it 
or not, there are a lot of straight people 
that are interested in gay people and 
their lifestyle. Or better yet, they are 
not turned off by it. And if we, as film­
makers, take them by the hand and 
make them realize there is nothing to 
be scared of, we won’t have tragedies 
like what happened in Wyoming.”

Condon agrees that the coming out of 
a major male movie star certainly 
would help matters.

“There are so many of them that 
could help the cause,” he said. “We 
came pretty close, a couple of years ago, 
of one young star who was on the verge 
of coming out. But now he’s the biggest 
thing on the planet, do you think he’s 
going to admit he’s gay? It’s going to 
take that gutsy, young actor who is 
going to say f**k  you to the managers 
and just go for it. Ian and I had long dis­
cussions about it, and we think 
Hollywood is ready for a gay movie star. 
They’ve had them for years, now, it’s 
just time for them to get behind them 
and support their decision to celebrate 
their sexuality. It’ll happen, believe me, 
sooner then you think.”

Pensions
Pet Of The 

Week: Aspen 
owned by 

Christopher 
Roth and 

Mark Pittman

In Loving Memory
Mary Parker passed 
away peacefully at 
her home on May 3. A 
celebration of life will 
be held at Mary’s on 
May 16 at 3 p.m.

Get well hugs
George Tresh is 

in the hospital. Our 
thoughts and prayers 
are with him.

Buddy Thompson 
is recuperating quick­
ly from some heart 
problems.

Birthdays
The 3 “R’s” of JR’s are 

having birthdays this 
week. Reno, bartender 
extraordinaire and (I 
love to be on stage) 
Randall’s big b-day is 
on May 17. Reed’s b- 
day is May 15.

David “The Pine­
apple Princess” cele­
brated his birthday on 
May 1.

The beautiful and 
talented Barbara 
Walker celebrates 
her birthday on May 
16.

Neil blows out 
another candle on his 
birthday cake on May
15.

Lee (retired from the 
Ripcord) Brown adds 
another year on May
16.

J.C. Michelek has a 
big birthday on May 19.

The one and only 
Bruce (Wolf Daddy) 
Chambers howls in 
another year on May 
14.

Anniversary
Co-editor of the Tkxas 

Triangle, 1999 Female 
Grand Marshall and all 
around great lesbian, 
Nancy Ford, and the 
love of her life, Jessica 
celebrate their third 
anniversaiy on May 15.

•••
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3^- ¥

\

1 -

Randall

ylts.-

Barbara

Neil



OUT ON THE BAYOU HOUSTON VOICE • MAY 14, 1999 • 35

□

Fou-
Mich-

including protecting him 
from foreseeable harm, an inflam­
matory request that Schmitzs lawyers will 
use in their appeal, according to “Jenny Jones 
lawyer James Feeney.

Gay leaders denounce verdict
Reaction among gay leaders has been swift and strong, 

and for the most part highly critical of the $25 million 
verdict that holds the “Jenny Jones Show” 
accountable for the actions of a guest. Blaming 
the show for creating an embarrassing and 
potentially dangerous situation only helps to 
paint a picture of homosexual attraction as 
freakish and morally questionable, gay activists 
have said. “We are disappointed, and we disagree
with this verdict,” said Tony Esoldo, a spokesman 
for the Human Rights Campaign. “We are not 

going to defend these types of talk shows 
that exploit people,” Esoldo said.

“But on the other hand, the fel­
low who pulled the trigger is

sex are so upsetting that they create 
extraordinary circumstances, Esoldo 

emphatically agreed. “[Schmitz’s! motive 
may have been embarrassment, but this 

decision takes away from blame that should 
be on the man who killed [Amedure],” he 

said. “It’s a bad precedent and this validation 
of the homosexual panic defense is worrisome, 

to say the least.” Evan Wolfson, a staff attorney 
at Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, 

agreed. “The person who selected the victim and 
made him a target was (Jonathan Schmitz), and 

pe°' distasteful as these shows may be, there is no 
excusing responding to gay attraction with vio­

lence,” he said. “Clearly, the verdict would not have

by PAIGE PARVIN
A Michigan jury apparently agreed that producers of 

the “Jenny Jones Show,” “did everything but pull the 
trigger” when they allowed a gay guest to confess his 
secret crush on a male co-worker, causing humiliation so 
bitter it led to murder. Last week, the jury ordered the 
show to pay more than $25 million in damages to the 
family of slain Scott Amedure. While the verdict is a blow 
to an industry highly criticized for its lack of social con­
science and notorious exploitation of lesbians, gay men, 
bisexuals and transgendered people, lead­
ers in the movement for gay 
civil rights are concerned about 
its broader implications, and 
what the decision could mean 
for the accused killer’s upcoming 
retrial.

Jurors awarded $5 million in damages for Amedure’s 
suffering before he was killed, $10 million to the family 
for the loss of his companionship, and $10 million for the 
loss of money Amedure would have earned. “The message 
(that the verdict) sends is... anyone involved in the busi­
ness of interviewing ordinary people, anyone involved 
in the business of using circumstances that could be 
the least bit surprising, anywhere from a news talk 

show to a game show to a daytime 
talk show, ought to be very con­
cerned about the chilling effect 
this verdict could have,” said 
Feeney. “We want to thank the 
jury for... perhaps sending a 
message, if not explicit, 
implicitly, to the entire 
industry which abuses 
individuals, which takes 
advantage of vulnera­
ble individuals and 
uses the emotions of 
individuals, human 
beings, for the 
entertainment of ro. ; ' ,o thfi'l ' T^t
others. That type 
of human exploita- 15
tion needs to be corralled,” 

yyqs countered Fieger. Jones her- 
q self has vocally defended the

* -1---- , citing its First
Amendment protection. <(We 
feel we did nothing wrong,” 

she told “Dateline NBC” in an inter­
view aired two days after the verdict. “It’s not fair to 

blame the show for the actions of someone. That hap­
pened three days after they left the show.” Jones said she 
might feel personally guilty if Schmitz and Amedure had 
been introduced on the show, but they knew one another 
beforehand.

'Jenny Jones' ruling denounced by gay leaders
Show ordered to pay $25 million for negligence in setting the stage for gay man’s murder

A questionable message
In a case that put tabloid TV on 

trial, Amedure’s family argued 
that a mentally unstable Jonathan 
Schmitz was lured onto the talk
show in 1995, under the impression 
that he would meet a woman, and 
was mortified to the point of violence 
when his admirer turned out to be 
Amedure. Schmitz, who called the
police and confessed shortly after 
shooting Amedure, has said he is het­
erosexual. “They solicited a victim. 
They picked a murderer and provided a 
motive,” said plaintiff’s j 
Geoffrey Fieger. “They did everything in 
this case except pull the trigger.” 
Lawyers for Warner Bros., the show’s owner, argued that 
Schmitz was made aware his “crush” could be a man or a 
woman, and a producer testified that Schmitz didn’t 
seem upset after the taping.

But three days later, authorities say Schmitz bought a 
shotgun, drove to Amedure’s trailer in Oakland County’s 
Orian Township and shot him twice in the chest while his 
roommate watched. Schmitz’s lawyers claimed he was 
fighting alcoholism, depression and a thyroid condition at 
the time. The defense also contended Schmitz might have 
killed Amedure because the two had a sexual encounter, 
a charge Fieger denied. Schmitz was found guilty of mur­
der in 1996, but his conviction was thrown out on appeal 
due to a mistake in selecting the jury. His retrial is set for 
Aug. 19.

During the six-week “Jenny 
Jones Show” trial and again while 
deliberating, jurors watched a 
tape of the segment, which never 
aired. Amedure was shown 
describing a sexual fantasy 
about Schmitz involving 
strawberries and whipped 
cream. Schmitz was shown 
reacting by burying his face 
in his hands. In their 
instructions, jurors were 
told to find for the 
Amedures if they believed 
the show was negligent 
and its negligence was 
one cause of Amedure’s 
death. They were also ei-^ Q 
asked to consider a list s^'^ior ”
of the show’s obliga- p/e f^d„ 
tions to Ameduie, ut fo alltL p°pe) Sai7ltl

Ole Wo h,,1.

/ show

attorney mo" * ® 
snow -------

been the same if the victim was a woman,” Wolfson 
added. “This verdict muddies the waters when it comes to 
responsibility for criminal acts of violence.” Regarding 
the show’s culpability, Wolfson, speaking personally, said 

he didn’t find ‘The Jenny Jones Show” especial- 
irresponsible in its treatment of 

Schmitz and Amedure. “The 
idea that they have 

a show in which 
they surprise peo­

ple with others 
who have crushes 

on them does not
strike me as particu­

larly irresponsible,” 
he said. “I don’t know 

all the details, ...but 
it’s not like they ran 

into his office with cam­
eras. He agreed to be a 

guest on the show.” 
‘Embarrassment doesn’t 

excuse murder,” Wolfson 
insisted.

Joan Garry, executive 
director of the Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation, issued a state­
ment that was more 
ambivalent, saying the ver­

dict and Schmitz’s ultimate conviction are “not 
mutually exclusive.”

“This verdict has further-reaching implications than 
the effects of one civil suit,” said Garry. “At the heart of 
our culture is a media which can educate and inform, or 
it can damage and sensationalize. It’s important that talk 
shows be held accountable for their sensationalism in 
that sense, at least, this ruling is encouraging. But let’s 
temper that with the knowledge that Scott Amedure lost 
his life at the hands of John Schmitz, not The Jenny 
Jones Show,”’ Garry equivocated. “The danger here is 

that this ruling will 
undermine the percep­
tion of Schmitz’s culpa­
bility in Scott Ame­
dure’s murder.” Gay 
tights activists in 
Michigan, where the 
trial took place, 
found the verdict 

‘distressing.” “Ho­
mophobia has been 
victorious,” said 
Jeffrey Montgo­
mery, executive 
director of the 
Triangle 
ndation, 
igan’s gay rights 

show *' os group. Mont- 
-.gomery said the

. sold '0s' r Scon M'6* ' isode plaintiff’s case
* 'TS "'Tfo Jewel crush on on eP
'^on wh’ odo'"'ed ’’eJ ouefU-— ----------- to put Scott
"nheshowM^— ' Amedure’s sexual orienta-
-------tion on frini anj was successful because it 

appealed to the low level of toxic homophobia in our cul­
ture and our community.”

“If Scott had not been gay, he would be alive today,” 
said Montgomery,’’and that is a fact that remains despite 
our efforts to blame the victim or blame TV. “Gay people 
should take note,” he said. “Mr. Fieger should be 
ashamed. He has won the point, for now, that if you’re 
gay... go and hide. You risk being killed if you let anyone 
know.”

Staff and wire reports contributed to this article
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ultimately responsible, not Jenny 
Jones.” Asked if the verdict lends 

validity to the “homosexual panic 
defense” the idea that romantic 

advances from a member of the same
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'98 Jeep Cherokee Sport • 
Automatic Transmission, 6 
cylinder, won't last • $16,999 •
281.243.8600._______________________

'97 Jeep Wrangler 4.0 Sport • 
14K mi., white/tan • Call Kale,
713.524.3801.

'95 Oldsmobile Achieva • Auto, 
44K miles, fully factory 
equipped • $5,999
281.243.8600.

'94 BMW 3251 • NICE • Call 
Kale, 713.524.3801.

'95 Mercedes C-280 • Smoke sil- 
ver/tan leather, sunroof, all 

power, clean, $18,995 • Call 

Malcolm or Ruthann,
713.426.1100.

'95 BMW 3251 • Red/saddle 
leather, 5 speed, sunroof, cd, 
43K miles, beauty, $19,995 • 
Call Malcolm or Ruthann,
713.426.1100.

'95 Honda Accord EX • Black, 
sunroof, low miles • Look, only 
$12,999 •281.243.8600.

Classifieds
Announcements
Ryan White Planning Council 

PUBLIC HEARING

Ryan White Planning Council 

for Houston Area HIV Services 

needs your input on service pri­

orities for our HIV/AIDS 

Community. Let your voice be 

heard at the Metropolitan Multi- 

Purpose Center, Thurs., May 27, 

at 6:00pm. To request child care 

and/or transportation assistance 

or to pick up an information 

packet contact the Ryan White 

Planning Council Office at 

713.572.3724 (There will be a 

second public hearing regarding 

allocations in July 99).

The Silver Screen - 
Kick Off Party

The 1999 Houston Gay & 

Lesbian Film Festival steering 

committee announces the date 

for the official kick off party 

with the theme of "Silver 

Screen". • 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. on 

Friday, May 28, 1999 • The 

Crystal Ballroom at The Rice, 

909 Texas Ave. in downtown 

Houston • $15.00 Admission to 

the party which includes a ticket 

to any screening of Get Real, the 

opening film of the Gay & 

Lesbian Film Festival showing 

at the Greenway Theater begin­

ning Friday, May 28. • Run 

dates for the festival are May 

28th - June 6th • For more infor­

mation on films, dates and times 

please call 713.807.8354 or 

check out the website: 

http://freeweb.pdq.net/quac

The Krewe of Olympus- 
TX, Inc.

Calls For Letters of 
Intent

The Krewe of Olympus Texas, 

Inc. celebrating its thirtieth year 

of service to the community is 

now seeking letters of intent per­

taining to the awarding of finan­

cial grants. Requests for grants 

will be accepted through June 1, 

1999. All area organizations that 

provide assistance to the gay and 

lesbian community are eligible 

especially those that are 

HIV/AIDS related including 

support services, treatment, edu­

cation, housing and public poli­

cy. All requests should be 

directed to: The Krewe of 

Olympus-Texas, Inc., David 

Gandy, Vice President, 4861 

Woodpecker, Houston, TX 

77035. Letter should include 

Determination of 501(c)(3) sta­

tus, most recent financial state­

ment, 1999 Operating Budget 

and use of the grant if selected.

How To Adopt 
Internationally

Family to Family Adoption 

Services, an adoption network­

ing agency, is in partnership with 

several non-profit adoption 

agencies who are dedicated to

finding loving homes for thou­

sands of orphans in many coun- 

. tries. Prospective adoptive par­

ents seeking more information 

about adopting children from 

China, Russia, Ukraine, India, 

Romania and Guatemala. Single 

men, women, and couples from 

25 - 57 years old are eligible to 

adopt. For more information 

please call Maxine at

713.219.1472 or email:

Fam2fam @ aol .com

PWA Coalition desperately needs 

the following: Dishes, silverware, 

pots/pans, sheets, towels, dressers, 

dinettes, coffee tables, sofas, and 

small appliances. Available for 

pick-ups. Call Wilson or Kerry at 

713.522.5428.

HATCH Seeks Sponsors 
for Prom Night ’99

The 6th Annual Gay and Lesbian 

Prom Night is planned for June 

19th. Sponsored by the Houston 

Area Teen Coalition of 

Homosexuals. Prom Night rais­

es money for activities through­

out the year for youth attending 

HATCH functions. What makes 

Prom Night special is that it 

allows gay and lesbian youth to 

enjoy an event otherwise denied 

them because of their sexual ori­

entation. To encourage participa­

tion, no formal dress code is set. 

Whether it is tuxedos and prom 

dresses or casual dress, the idea 

is to have fun and raise money 

for the growing needs of the 

organization. Decorations and 

entertainment are organized by 

the HATCH youth. Open to the 

public, tickets will be available 

at the door. The event is free for 

teens; $20 for adults. You can 

also be a sponsor of the prom: 

for $500 you can be a 

Superintendent of the event; 

$250 get you Principal status; 

and $100 names you as a 

Chaperone. Any donation will 

be appreciated. For more infor- 

. mation, phone HATCH at 

713.942.7002.

Auto Repair

lilectrical Repair
Coniplcic Brakes

|---J Tunc Up,_t1 Major or Minor Repair

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

Auto Repair & Service

713-526-3723
1411 Taft Hoaston.TX. 77019

^THf vac PtACI

• Alignment
• Brakes

ft

(Cooper)’
I^TIRES^j

1307 Fairview
(3 blocks west of Montrose)

713-529-1414

>4 fire Balances] 
; with Rotation ;

i *30
I

I with this coupon 1
| * on most cars * |

Full Auto Repair & Service on

Foreign and Domestic Cars

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

Autos For Sale
'92 Mercedes 190E 2.6 • 
black/gray leather., sunroof, 
books & records, SOK mi., 
$13,995 • Call Malcolm or 
Ruthann, 713.426.1100.

'98 Chrysler Sebring 
Convertible • Low miles, 
$17,995 • Call Kale,
713.524.3801.

'93 Acura Legend LS • 2 door, 
black/saddle leather, sunroof, cd, 
low miles, $17,995 • Call 
Malcolm or Ruthann,
713.426.1100.

'98 Mustang GT • Green/tan, 
only 18K miles, great buy • Call 
Kale, 713.524.3801.

'95 Infiniti J30 • Black/saddle 
leather, sunroof, cd, 48K miles, 
immaculate, $14,995 • Call 
Malcolm or Ruthann,
713.426.1100.

'97 Lexus ES300 • Low miles, 
sunroof, all power • $25,999 •

281.243.8600.

'96 Jeep Cherokee • Low miles, 
black/tan, $13,995 • Call Kale,
713.524.3801.

'97 BMW 318Ti • 24K miles, 
sunroof, must see • $16,999 •

281.243.8600.

Business Opportunities
Is your income at the level you 

would like it to be??? • Consider 

the possibility of a six figure 

residual income within two 

years. • What do you have to 

lose? • Give me a call! • Benefit 

package included. • Call 

281.454.5300.

Entertainment
VASC

Entertainment 3000
Now offering custom audio 

compact disc's at a promotional 

rate of $25.00 (per disc). For 

more information call 

713.494.5200.

LET US PRINT YOUR 
PHOTOS IN 1 HOUR

Leather & Equipment 
Lingerie-Body Jewelry 

Adult Toys - Gifts
Video Rentals/Sales

No Deposit

713-944-6010
E-Mail: eros1207@hotmail.com
1207 SPENCER AT ALLEN GENOA 

South Houston. TX 77587 
Exit Gulf Freeway at Airport / College.

Then East 2 Miles 
Open Daily 10 am - Midnight 

Mail Orders Welcome

Help Wanted
Montrose area builder needs 

general laborer, no trade skills 

required. Cali 713.529.5993.

General Labor 713.942.8600

Fun and very busy Meyerland 

travel office is looking for a full- 

time agent. Salary and Bonus. 

Fax resume to 713.669-0307.

Adm. Assistant
Seeking full-time energetic can­

didate with public candor will­

ing to make presentations and 

familiar with Internet. Will 

assist in expansion of program­

ming and workshops. Kolbe 

Project 713.861.1800.

MALE MODELS
Needed for XXX gay web site. • 
Seeking Lean & Muscular MEN 
•18+ • Leave Message @ 

713.443.9078.

A Few Buff Bods
A few buff bodies needed for a 

benefit fashion show. For more 

information call Wayne at 

713.861.7063.

Part-time Lead 
Maintenance Man

Must be able to do some electri­

cal, plumbing, sheet-rock and 

light painting. Criminal back­

ground check will be run. Call 

281.583.7348.

Hey, Guys -
Looking for a Job?

Project CAESAR, the Gay 

Men's Health Initiative at AIDS 

Foundation Houston, Inc. is 

looking for that one special per­

son to fill our Outreach 

Specialists position. It’s a cool 

job, perfect for a student, and 

will put you to work up to 25 

hours a week. If you are the one 

for this job, your responsibilities 

will include: HIV/STD preven­

tion outreach at bars, clubs, 

bathhouses and public sex 

areas.; Recruitment of Forum 

Workshop participants.; 

HIV/STD prevention education 

at community based organiza­

tions.; Supervision of our volun­

teer outreach team, The Legion.; 

Maintenance of necessary docu­

mentation and in office tasks. 

Mail your resume to the follow­

ing: Director of Education, 

3202 Weslayan Annex, Houston, 

TX 77027 or fax: 

713.623.4029._______________________

CRUISE SALES 
CONSULTANTS

Be your own BOSS, manage 

your own time and profit from 

the fastest growing segment of 

the travel industry. Endless 

income potential. Looking for 

independent commissioned sales 

agents who want to start a home­

based business. No experience 

required. Training available. 

Call Kathy or Geoff at 

713.349.9175. Uniglobe Cruise 

Ship Centers, 4934 Beechnut 

St., Houston, TX 77096.

HIV Positive? Need to work? 

We can help! Nightingale 

Employment Services (Division 

of NADC) is a non-profit organ­

ization that provides job seek­

ing, skills training and place­

ment assistance for your job 

search. For Houston & sur­

rounding counties call 

713.981.1543.

Employment Specialist
Nightingale Adult Day Center is 

hiring an Employment Specialist 

to help people with disabilities 

find jobs. • Sales or placement 

experience necessary. • 2 years 

of college required. 

Knowledge of HIV/HIV 

Services required. • Bilingual a 

plus. • Please FAX resume to 

713.995.6376, Attn.: Human 

Resources.

BASIC BROTHERS
We are now accepting applica­

tions for Full/Part-time retail 

sales. Prior experience and com­

puter knowledge a plus, but not 

necessary. Join our team and 

receive one of the best benefit 

packages around (health, life 

and dental). Apply in person 

Mon.-Fri., 10am-4pm at 1232 

Westheimer. No phone calls, 

please.

Fitness Exchange is looking for 
a few good men and women for 
management, training and 
housekeeping. Outstanding
opportunity for enthusiastic, 
self-motivated individuals!
Apply in person at 4040 Milam, 
Houston, TX 77006 between 2 
and 4 pm.

Licensed Massage

। n

BODY THERAPY
Swedish • Sports • Shitasu • 
Muscle release, relaxation • 
Treat stress, restore mobility • 
In/Out Calls • Tom (MT#4397) • 
713.520.6018.

Massage Therapy at its finest. • 
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Sports, 
Reflexology • IJon’t settle for less • 
In/Out, Hotels, 7 Days • Jeff #016074 
(Nationally Certified) 713.524.5865.

FM 1960 - SPRING

Michael - MT#017258 • 
Offering park-like private spa • 
Steam, Aroma, Hot/Cold 
Swedish massage • Flexible • In 
Only-VISA • 281.288.0835.

PAUL RUTLEDGE
7 Days & Flexible Hours • RMT 
#012781 • 713.592.0444

ALL-AMERICAN
Therapeutic Massage by Tim • 
Located in Montrose • Sports, 
Swedish, Professional • Serving 
Montrose, The Heights and 
River Oaks • RMT#2II39 • 
281.520.7630.

You Need Therapy!

Massage therapy now available at 
Muscle Mechanics personal training 
& wellness studio - sports massage, 
therapeutic massage, relaxation ther­
apy. Call now for your appointment! 
Muscle Mechanics 713.523.5330.

Moving Services

AMBICANMOVERS

713-522-1717
Now Statewide (800) 522-2670 

TX DOT 5282035C

experienced trusted insured

0''
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Real Estate For Sale
Bed &

WReasonabte Rates 
Liberal Discounts

Want To Buy

FAST CASH! www.inkworkx.com

www.southernvoice.com

www.impactnews.com

Coll Anytime • 7 doys a week

voice
Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON

# OF ISSUES: CATEGORY: 

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces 7.00

TEXT: 
$ 

Zip.State.

Kritter Rare

PRINTING

3

Claire Brothers 
Funeral Home

Call Carolyn White for 
your classified needs.

PICK YOUR 
CATEGORY

JETTIE PUGH
281.980.7478

Houston's largest cash buyer of 
antiques, estates, furniture, 

collectibles, jewelry, automobiles, 
glassware and Beanie Babies.

Your Pets are
Your Children!

Don't Trust Them 
To Just Anyone!

Personalized 
Computer Training 

and Consulting

FREE PICK-UP!

713-994-5986 
281-391-7515

713-522-1896 
fax 713-522-0708

Call 713-529-8490
for other categories

Call Lyn at 713.729.9316 for 

an appointment (Agent)

Serving the Montrose 
Area Since 1977

Name: 
Address: 
City
Phone
Check Enclosed 
Card #

Investment properties with excel­
lent tenants also available. $13,000 
to $26,000

FREE: Call for guidelines
HIV Services & Education

Volunteers

Non-Profit Organizations

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR BUSINESS CARD DISPLAY RATES

•Passport Photos 
•High Speed Copying 
•Pick-Up & Delivery 
•Typesetting & Design

We can handle ALL 
your printing NEEDS!

Condo located in picturesque 
Spanish courtyard: ’Downstairs 
flat, 2/2, W/D connections, 
$29,900

BUSINESS RATE $12: 
Auto Repair

Business Opportunities 

Entertainment

Help Wanted 

Help Wanted-Seeking

Home Improvement 

Items For Sale

Licensed Massage 

Moving Services

Professional Services 

Real Estate For Rent

Real Estate For Sale 

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

INDIVIDUAL RATE $7:
Announcements

Auditions

Employment-Seeking

Pets-Free or Lost & Found

Roommates
Personal Websites

WESTBURY GARDENS 
CONDOS

5202 JUbolfts Mw <3 Houston, TX< 77035

Upstairs Condo flat, about 1,000 sq. 
ft. 212 with Walk-in Closet. New 
Stove and Dishwasher, Freshly 
Painted with a $500.00 carpet 
allowance. Connections for full-size 
w/d. $28,000.00

Stop Dreaming - Start Living in 
your own new manufactured 
home. Easy financing, low­
down and monthly payments. 
Call Beth 713.946.4663 or 
1.800.261.1980.

Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order 

form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490. 

BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL: feedback@houstonvoice.com

AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation.

Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Pet Sitting In Your Home!
Feed • Walk 

Water • Medicate 
Domestics • Exotics 

Farm Animals

Garage Sales * * Website Ms 

for $7.00 per week 
*Maximum or 20 words 

713-529-8490

Want to spend more time enjoy­

ing life at home and less hearing 

your neighbors quarrel and 

party? Call Beth 713.946.4663 

or 800.261.1980.___________________

New Construction in the Heights
• $ 190’s - $200’s • Great 

Craftsman style bungalows • 

Call Alan Morlan & Assoc.
713.459.1705._______________________

Questions about buying or sell­

ing your home? Call Alan 

Morlan & Assoc, for a consulta­

tion 713.459.1705.

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words per week.

1-3 weeks: 12.00 • 4-7 weeks: 10.80 • 8 or more weeks: 9.60
Additional words x 60tf per word (per week):  

Bold headline: 3.00 (per week)

Giant headline: 5.00 (per week)

Subtotal: 

Total: $ 

Cremation $430.00 

Burials with Metal Casket 

$995.00

Traditional Funeral with Metal 

Casket $1,795.00

Non-profit Consulting Services, 
LLC • Grant writing. 
Management Consulting, 
Program Development, Human 
Resources & Executive Search 
Services • Phone: 713.522.9336 
or Fax: 713.522.6346

$450 

deposit •

Highest Price Paid!

"Anything of Value"

“Serving all Faiths with
Compassionate Care ’’

7901 Hillcroft
Houston, Texas 77081

(713) 271-7250

x# of issues

x# of issues

Experienced ^ofvssionst

Trainer*
tndMdurf w CorporM*
Ybur Home w OfTrce

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $7.00 per week. Additional words at 50£ each per week.

Up to 20 words:
Additional words x 50tf: 

Bold headline: 3.00 (per week) 

Giant headline: 5.00 (per week) 

Subtotal: 

Total:

Charge to my  AMEX QMC UVISA 
___________________ _____ Exp.____ I.

ww w.ecli psem ag.net 

www.houstonvoice.com

HPPL’s 20,000-PAW 

Salute & Celebration

The Homeless Pet League will 

be hosting its annual fund-raiser 

on Friday, May 14, 1999, in cel­

ebration of its 10th Year of help­

ing Houston’s stray and aban­

doned animals. This events hon­

ors those who have helped 

HPPL. The event will be held at 

the Houston City Club from 7:00 

to 11:00 PM. Advanced tickets 

are $25.00 per person and can be 

purchased by calling 

7L3.862.PETS(7387).

Professional Services

Brick 3-1-1 • Large rooms, sun­
porch, great street • $179,000. • 

Call Alan Morlan at Swilley- 

Hudson & Assoc.

713.459.1705.______________________

Adorable Heights bungalow ’2-1-1, 

lots of charm • $80,000 • Call Alan 

Morlan at Swilley-Hudson & Assoc.

713.459.1705.

Roommates_________
SGWM • seeks roommate (non- 

smoker/drug user) to share 2/1 

apartment at Richmont Square. • 

Includes cable, security gates 

and pool. • $400 Month plus 1/2 

electric. ’ Call 713,520.7662.

Montrose - Large Townhouse • 2 

Bedroom, Large Bath • All utili­

ties, satellite, W/D 

Month, no

713.526.1964 or 713.504.5159.

GWM seeks same to share large 

3/2 House in NW Area • Private 

Room/Bath • $450 (utilities 

included) ’ 281.894.4589.

Real Estate For Rent
GARAGE APT.

Great location in desirable area of 

the Heights. • Upstairs apartment, 
large room with separate 
kitchen(appliances 
included)/breakfast area, and large 
bath. • $450 Month (plus electric­
ity) and $450 Deposit • Laundry 
accessible • Available June 1 • 
Call 713.863.7574 after 5p.m.

Westbury Gardens 
Efficiency

Poolside, ground-level apart­

ment with 2 rooms (450 sq. ft.) • 

Washer/Dryer • Floor-to-ceiling 

mirrors • $375.00 Month • Call 

Lyn-Agent 713.729.9316.

Hyde Park/Montrose Condo • 2- 

2-2, w/d • $925 Month, deposit­

ed required • 281.342.6151.

Apt.4 Lease • Montrose Area • 
1/1, new mini-blinds • $525 
Month with $150 Deposit • 
Agent - 713.453.1616.

FRENCH’S MOVING 
SERVICE

Owner-Operated • 20 Yrs. 
Experience • TX DOT 534438B 
■713.861.1212._____________________

Pets

Travel______
Out by the Sea 

Breakfast • Crystal Beach,

Texas • www.outbythesea.com 

or 1.888.522.5926.

Volunteers_________
Houston Lesbian & Gay 

Community Center

The HLGCC is seeking volun­
teers to staff the facility in more 

extended hours. If organizations 
and individuals are interested 

please contact us to discuss how 
you can help 713.524.3818

AHCH is a 501(c)3 Non-Profit 

and needs volunteers & groups to 

donate or help raise money to be 

able to provide safe, low cost 

housing for PWA’s from our com­

munity. Please send checks in 

any amount payable to AHCH to 

117 Taum Ave., Houston, TX 

77006-3213 or call 713.521.1613.

Websites

Cal) Ban • 713^65-5004
E-rnaii ILSiiwt&aoLccM.
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With the annual Pride celebration just a month away, here's a look back at Pride 
festivities of the past from Houston Voice photographer Dalton DeHart.

'Prideful Past....
1993, 1994, 1995

■ *■ ■'.

fe. ■

K I

life f f

^Powerful Future’
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Galaxy Gayzer
by JOSEPH MOLINA

May 14 - May 20
Taurus (APRIL 21 — MAY 20)
Happy Birthday Taurus! As the year turns and a new year of your life begins a sense of elation and 

insecurity all rise up together. What does it take to express your creativity? What do you need to do 

to find love? The struggle you will have at the beginning of this new year will be having to chose a 

direction in the middle of strife.

Gemini (MAY 21 — JUNE 21)
Your moods and attitudes roller coaster through highs and lows. Anxiety about life overwhelms and 

you begin to think about what you need to do to alter the course of where you’re headed. Money 

issues become accented and a personal sense of fulfillment flowers within you. What are you doing 

with your life? Putting all of your eggs in one basket, the burden could be more then you had bar­

gained for.

Cancer (JUNE 22 — JULY 23)
The cosmic cycle is one of love, partnership, and joy. Thoughts about security and the future have 

been coursing through your life. The truth brought about by the planetary movement may not be 

easy and could put a damper on the developments currently underway. Two months until your birth­

day, get ready.

Leo 0ULY 24 — AUG. 23)
The new moon on May 15 causes a series of events. You may find the control you may have had over 

your life temporarily leaves you. The next month will be a learning experience. You will become 

wiser and more mature although the events that spurn this cycle may not be easy. Someone could 

leave you, you could have a need for religion, or experience some monetary losses.

Virgo (AUG. 24 — SEPT. 23)
The new moon sends a charge of power into the life of Virgo. Repetitious shifts will occur over the 

next month that will affect the next year. You will have a lot of power and used wisely could be to 

your advantage. Think about furthering your education, reclaiming your sense of spirituality, or being 

around family. Not too fast though, patience is the virtue of the week. If you chose to ignore this you 

might not get anything done.

Libra (SEPT. 24 — OCT. 23)
Mars will continue to retrograde until the third of June. Slight setbacks occur that make you 

think about the choices you’re making in your life now. Outsiders could threaten relationships 

and stir conflict between friends. Calming, focusing, and re-evaluating your surrounding will 

prove quite rewarding.

Scorpio (OCT. 24 — NOV. 22)
The tug of the stars draws the seductress out of you. You will have a need to let your hair down and 

be the life of the party.

Sagittarius (NOV. 23 — DEC. 22)
The types of changes manifesting throughout your life will surround you on many levels. Relationships 

are highlighted and a powerful relationship could manifest in life. You may have to give up a relation­

ship in order to continue molding your life in the form you want.

Capricorn (DEC. 23 — JAN. 20)
As Mars travels backwards in the heavens, Capricorn is hurled into a state of internal changes. Some 

backtracking in life could occur to allow you to get a better view of existence. You will have to go 

through some drama all over again and relive a situation all over again.

Aquarius (JAN. 21 — Feb. 19)
Universal forces catapult you into a cycle of change. The temptation at the height of spring has you 

tanning and worshiping the outdoors. The poet in you is writing sonnets, the novelist dramatizing 

prose, and the actor portraying life. In a creative space, you will feel at the top of your game.

Pisces (FEB. 20 — MARCH 20)
The cyclic shifts occurring throughout your life rush up with a sense of insecurity and refocus your 

direction. The state of your home, your career, and money will become looming matters over your 

head. The stable life is ahead of you.

Aries (MARCH 21 — APRIL 20)
Venus’s influence shakes rattles and rolls the cage of your life. Mars pushes your buttons and you feel 

on top of the world. Some setbacks will move into the past and you will feel lighter and unburdened.

Joseph Molina, a practicing psychic for over 15 years, can be reached at astralwind@astralwind.com

1213 Hermann Dr., Suite 430 • 713'520-0653
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Crad Duren, M.D.
Internal medical practice offering discreet 
confidental care to the community, including
HIV/AIDS diagnostics & therapeutics

Healthcare from the Heart
Anonymous Testing and Counseling

Major Credit Cards Accepted ■ Personal checks Accepted 
Insurance with Qualification • Medicare

.0)

Volunteers Needed For A Clinical Trial 
HIV Vaccine to prevent HIV

Research volunteers are needed for clinical trials to test a synthetic vaccine to prevent and immunize against HIV 

(the virus that causes AIDS). You cannot get HIV infection from this synthetic vaccine

Volunteers Must Be:

•18-60 years of age
•Gay or bisexual males at risk for acquiring HIV

•Females at risk for acquiring HIV
•Negative for HIV by HIV-screening test

•Willing to accept safe-sex counseling
The study involves a double-blind administration of receiving either vaccine or placebo. The chances of receiving 

active vaccine versus placebo are 2 to 1. HIV testing is anonymous and FREE for qualified participants.

For xMore information call

The University of Texas Medical Branch Center for Clinical Studies 
Houston (281) 333-2288 • Galveston (409) 772-1641

| T you are HIV+ and considering selling 
71 your life insurance policy, consider this...

As one of the oldest and most knowledgeable viatical 

settlement brokers, we have the experience to get you 

the highest cash settlement possible through a 
proven competitive bidding process. We work for you, 

not the buyer. We are your advocate.

One quick, simple application.

No cost or obligation at any time.

Up to 85% of face value.
M. Bryan Freeman 
founder & Chief Client Advocate

Confidentiality, now and always.

May qualify up to 1,000 T-cells.

May be tax-free — ask us.

Free brochure: 14 Questions You Must Ask 

Before Selling Your life Insurance Policy.

* All policies: group |employer or association), 

individual (term, whole life, universal), FEGLI, 

SGLI, VGLI and policies less than two years 

old.

. 'J t Af

Return your completed 

application and receive 

a free videotape:

Exerdsesfbr

People with HIV 

by People With HIV.

m BENEFITS 
^AMERICA

800-777-8878 www.benefitsamerica.coni

Always gay owned and operated
Member: Viatical Association of America Benefits America NA, Inc.

For Auto, Home & Health

Regina

6575 W. Loop South, Suite 185 Bellaire, TX 77401

Business Insurance ▼ Workers Compensation 
Group Health ▼ Life Insurance & much more

ViJ ::W

Community 
Insurance 
Agency!



Houston, 
we have a solution.
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