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fBB WHITE HOU®

8 Mai’csti* 1918

dear Mrs. Petter*

■xtaovj^i the eourtesF of Senator Sheppard. I have receivod 

yeur letter of March seventh. I feel it a privilege so express sy 

earnest hop® that the Legislature of Texas wy M* its way to adopt 

a statute which will give womeh the vi'pit to vote in the priiwies. 

The cratic party is so clearly oaaritted to the priiiGiple of 

woraan suffrage that I feel it ity duty as the leader of the party 

to arg® this action by the legislature, and it is also a privi- 

lag© whioh 1 value to yield to my own. arsenal oonviotions in . ■ ■
. - p j- •v<- •• . . • . • J

this natter and urge mdh action on its mrits. I sincerely hc^e 

that the measore my bocoias laxv.

Cordialiy and sincerely yours,

(Signed} Woodrow Wilson

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Potter, 
162b BhMe Lslraid Avenw,



Form 1204

CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL

Day Message

Day Letter Blue

Night Message Nite

Night Letter NL
If none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words)this is a day message. Other­
wise its character is indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check.

WESTEjm UNION
TEL^SiAMWESTERN UNION

NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, first vice-president

CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL

Day Message

Day Letter Blue

Night Message Nite

Night Letter N L
If none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words) this is a day message. Other­
wise its character is indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check.

RECEIVED AT 114 WEST SIXTH ST, AUSTIN, TEXAS

*

2400ARU 27 GOVT
TH WHITEHOUSE WASHINGTON DC 433 PM MAR 26 1918

MRS MINNIE FISHER CUNNINGHAM

AUSTIN TEX

PLEASE ACCEPT MY WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS ON THE ADOPTION OF THE

PRIMARY SUFFRAGE BILL BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE

WOODROW WILSON

420 PM



iroh 14, 1918

Hon. Woodrow Wilson, 
Washington, D. C.

Liy Dear Mr. President

Permit me to express to you the deep appre­
ciation of the Women of Texas for your splendid and 
encouraging letter to Mrs. Potter, on the subject of 
Primary Suffr? •

If, perhaps* all women arc not ’’congenitally 
democrats”, as one of the Pepublican senators suggested 
th® other day after the law York elections, at least 
all American women hare reason to be deeply grateful to 
the greatest democrat in the world, the Mation’s 
Commander in Chief. . *

Gratefully and sincerely yours.

mfc/ars
President



Form 1207 T

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIREP

T elc^ram

Day Letter

Night Message

Night Letter Zx

Patrons should mark an X oppo­
site the class of service desired; 
OTHERWISE THE MESSAGE 
WILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A 

FULL-RATE TELEGRAM

WESTERN UNION
WESTER UNION 

teleBram
NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to  
Kay 16 191 

To Pee*—to tlie—rre 8ident
Street and No.   

Place I, E. C.

lhe.v.'o ,en of Texas deeply ap .reoiaT^the interest and help
  

ol president Wilson in our effort to secure fall Suffrage. Please

®onvey to him our great thanks. '
 

Minnie Fisher Cunningham   

  J'resident, Texas Equal Suffrage Assn*.

   

 

 

 

SENDER’S ADDRESS 
FOR ANSWER

SENDER’S TELE­
PHONE NUMBER



If none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words) this is a telegram. Other­
wise its character is indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check.

CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL

Telegram

Day Letter Blue

Night Message Nite

Night Letter N L - 1

WESTERN UNION
WESTERN UNION 

TELEGRAM
NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, first vice-president

Form 1201

CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOL

Telegram

Day Letter Blue

Night Message Nite

Night Letter N L

If none of these three symbols 
appears after the check (number of 
words) this is a telegram. Other­
wise its character is indicated by the 
symbol appearing after the check. 

RECEIVED AT 114 WEST SIXTH ST., AUSTIN, TEXAS
i

42 DA J 79 GOVT

THE WHITE- HOUSE WASHINGTON DC 11AM MAY 16 19 19

MRS MINNIE FISHER CUNNINGHAM

PRESIDENT TEXAS WOMANS SUFFRAGE ASSN 605 

LITTLEFIELD BLDG AUSTIN TEX

FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT ADDRESSED TO YOU RECEIVED THIS

MORNING BY CABLE QUOTE I AM LOOKING FORWARD WITH THE GREATEST

INTEREST TO THE REFERENDUM OF MAY TWENTY FOURTH ON WOMAN

SUFFRAGE AND ENTERTAIN THE CONFIDENT HOPE THAT THE MEN OF

TEXAS WILL BY VERY GREAT MAJORITY RENDER GALLANT JUS I IC E TO 

THE WOMEN OF THE STATE UNQUOTE.

J p Tumulty SECY 10 InE PRES I DENI.1023A



, Novembor 1918.

Hon. Wooclrow hiluon.
President of tne United. States,
Washington, D. 0.

My Dear Mr. President: <

The i£xeentire Board of the Texas Equal Suffrage AsseeX* 
tion, meeting in Austin last v.cek. Bad* a thorough canvass of the 
Suffrage situation, both state and. national.

We find ourselves greatly indebted to,you for progress 
in ..both lines of work, and. wisn to express our deep appreciation, 
especially for the magnificent speech made by you to the Senate, 
on September thirtieth.

v'» We congratulate you and thank you for leading the 
United ma^es safely through its greatest national experience; 
and -.\e Earnestly hope that it will meet with your approval to ap­
point representative women to the peace Conference. Especially 
we hope that the President of the Bati&jaal and international suf­
frage Association, Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, may be appointed.

Very respectfully^

MFC-EHL President



March £8, 19*8

ion» .ood.ro\ Ison.
White Bouse.

, D. C.

My Dear Mr» Pro ; d dent •-

'Permit to taan-.yo -’or the interuot 
which nroiaptea our telegram o congratulation to 

women, on •. ring Primary uffrage in our ite.
ft I

Governor Hobby si nod our bill on the 
28th day of March, nd we are odingly m-ppy over the 
out come of our work, and very, v< teful to all 
who helped us attain this measure, of success* among 1 
we aj greatly honored to . urself*

Very truly yours.

Preside at



TH E WH ITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON

January 25, 1918»

My dear Mrs. Cunninsham:

I beg to thank you in the President's 

behalf for your letter of January 12th. I 

shall be glad to bring it to his attention.

Sincerely yours

Mrs. Minnie Fisher Cunningham,
306 Trust Building, 

Galveston, Texas.



A//

Burch 6, 1918.

Hon. Woodrow Wilson,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.

dear Hr. President;

I am requested- by the Texas Equal Suffrage Association 

to present to you a matter which, in their view, has an important 

bearing upon the winning of the war.
■ ■■ ”'. *■ * ' - . * r

The women of Texas have not spared themselves in any way 

in the performance of all kinds of war work and have left nothing 
. ■ -: ■■ r . ■ ■ • ■ ■ ■ \

undone to aid and support the Government or to contribute to the 

comfort of our soldiers and sailors and their dependents.

We strongly believe that it would be a fitting recognition 

of the important assistance rendered by women in the great tasks of 

the war and would largely increase their efficiency and usefulness 

if the women of Texes were immediately given the ballot, in so far 

as it is practicable to do so.

Under the constitution of Texas women can be accorded the 

ballot at general elections only by constitutional amendment, but it 

is well recognized that by the passage of a statute they may be given 

the right to vote in primary elections, and as all important political 

questions are substantially determined in Texas by primary elections, 

such a statute would go far toward giving them equal potential politi­

cal rights with male citizens. As you may know, in the state of 

Arkansas where similar political conditions exist the legislature 

has already conferred the right to vote in primary elections upon 



women by statute.

The legislature of Texas is now assembled in special 

session and will doubtless consider amendments to its election 

laws, and in that connection an effort is being made to pro­

cure the enactment of the statute permitting women to vote in 

primary elections. It is believed that in view of your well- 

known views on the general subject of Equal Suffrage an ex­

pression from you favorable to such a measure would be most 

helpful in securing its enactment, and we earnestly hope that 

you can see your way clear to consistently give such an expression

The women of Texas are a substantial unit m loyal and 

enthusiastic and self-sacrificing support of the administration 

in its splendid conduct of the war. Can it fail to be otherwise 

than helpful to the Government if immediate provision can be 

made so that they my give the utmost expression practicable 

of this loyalty in the nomination of candidates for Senators 

and Representatives in Congress, and state and local officials, 

in Texas this year?
Sincerely yours.

Vice - President
Equal Suffrage .Association


