
voice Surviving
Diagnosed with HIV nearly two 

decades ago, Joel Martinez put his 
energies into educating himself and 

others about the disease.
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Klein officials allow GSA

Houston attorney David George and his client, Klein 
High School student Marla Dukler, talk to reporters 
Wednesday. George, an ACLU of Texas cooperating 
attorney, said Klein officials have agreed to allow 
students who want to form a Gay-Straight Alliance 
to begin meeting. The ACLU had sued the district 
over the issue. (Penny Weaver photo)

District, ACLU reach 
agreement in lawsuit filed 
on behalf of lesbian teen
By PENNY WEAVER

Teens at a suburban Houston high 
school can get a proposed Gay-Straight 
Alliance off the ground now that school offi­
cials have agreed to allow the group to meet.

Both sides made announcements 
Wednesday after Klein Independent School 
District officials reached a settlement 
agreement on a lawsuit brought by the 
American Civil Liberties Union on behalf 
of KISD student Marla Dukler.

“Klein High School now knows what 
schools everywhere need to know — that 
they can’t use delay tactics to get away with 
trampling students’ rights and violating 
federal law,”, said David George, an ACLU 
of Texas cooperating attorney of Edwards 
& George, LLP, of Houston. “We applaud

these students for standing up for their 
rights and demanding equal treatment.”

Liz Johnson, assistant superintendent 
for community relations at KISD, said 
school officials are happy to resolve the suit.

“We’re pleased in that as far as we know 
we may be the only district who has nego­
tiated successfully for restrictions [on a 
Gay-Straight Alliance],” Johnson said.

According to Johnson, it was important 
to school officials to address parental con­
cerns about a club for gay teens and their 
supporters.

“There is much concern among the 
community about the kinds of discussions 
that would go on in the club and that the 
club...would bring discussions past the 
stated goal of tolerance,” Johnson said. 
“We feel that [the new rules] will force the 
club to stay on their stated goal of toler­
ance, and that the club’s purpose cannot go 
beyond that limitation.”

Dukler, a junior at Klein High School 
who led the students in the fight to form

Please see GSA ALLOWED on Page 3

Staph may be spreading through drug use
Jlouston health officials 

say increase of infections 
is not unique to gay men
By JENNIFER J. SMITH,
LOU CHIBBARO JR.,
& PENNY WEAVER

As Washington D.C. clinic officials this 
week warned that an antibiotic-resistant 
skin infection may be transmitted through 
drug apparatus used to inhale drugs, 
Houston health leaders cautioned that an 
increase in cases of the infection is not 
unique to gay men.

“We have been tracking increases [in 
staph infections], but we cannot identify it 
as being associated with gays,” said Kathy 
Barton, chief of public affairs for the 
Houston Health Department. “What we 
have most notably found is an increase in 
school settings. This particular infection is 
one we mostly thought was associated with 
hospitals.”

The skin infection is resistant to com­
monly prescribed antibiotics and began 
surfacing late last year among gay men in , 
San Francisco and Los Angeles. The skin 
condition, known as Methicillin-Resistant 
Staphylococcus Aureus, or MRSA, also has 
been reported on the rise among gay men 
in Washington D.C. and Atlanta.

In Houston, the health department has 
tracked an increase in cases of MRSA for 
about two years.

“It is a reportable infection,” Barton 
noted. “We tend to get involved when it 
becomes a cluster or group.”

Since the infection resists some antibi­
otics, it can be more difficult to treat.

“When you have those kinds of situa­
tions, it’s much harder to keep it under 
control,” Barton said.

Mark Sanders, director of clinic ser­
vices for Montrose Clinic, said health 
workers at that facility have seen a large 
number of staph infections among gay men 
in recent months. But he noted that the 
clinic’s primary patient population is gay

Please see STAPH INFECTIONS on Page 4 
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Too many gay men are once again acting totally 
irresponsibly, and hideous diseases and physical 
manifestations are once again appearing,' said long­
time AIDS activist Larry Kramer, about the conduct 
that apparently is resulting in the mysterious spread 
of drug-resistant staph infections among gay men.
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'God Hates Fags' preacher comes to Houston
GLBT Community Center 
turns Phelps's weekend 
protests into fund-raiser
By PENNY WEAVER

Nationally known anti-gay Kansas Rev. 
Fred Phelps plans a series of protests in 
the Houston area this weekend, and gay 
activists have turned the “God Hates Fags” 
preacher’s visit into a fund-raiser.

Described on its Web site' (www.god- 
hatesfags.com) as an “old school Baptist 
Church,” Westboro Baptist Church of 
Topeka, Kansas, is led by Phelps and

O MORE INFO
Houston GLBT Community Center
3400 Montrose Blvd., Suite 207
713-524-3818
www.houstonglbtcenter.org
e-mail: info@houstonglbtcenter.org

Rev. Fred Phelps
Westboro Baptist Church • 3701W. 12™ St.
Topeka, KS • www.godhatesfags.com

known for its “God Hates Fags” mantra.
Phelps, who has been pastor at WBC 

since 1955, and supporters plan demonstra­
tions at various times from Friday through 
Sunday in Houston and Kingwood, located 
on the northeast side of Houston.

The group is protesting Kingwood 
College’s production of the “The Laramie 
Project” by Moises Kaufinan, a play based on 
the 1998 murder of gay college student 
Matthew Shepard in Laramie, Wyo. Church 
leaders call the production a “sodomite pro­
paganda play” according to the Web site. 
They say the picketing is “in religious protest 
and warning: ‘God is not mocked!’ God Hates 
Fags! & Fag-Enablers! Ergo, God hates 
Kingwood College administration, faculty, 
staff and student body!” the Web site states.

The group routinely pickets under sim­
ilar statements to protest gay-friendly 
groups or events.

Leaders at the Houston GLBT 
Community Center have created a fund­
raiser in conjunction with the Phelps 
protests. For every minute that Phelps and 
supporters picket in the Houston metropoli­
tan area, the community center encourages 
individuals or groups to pledge any amount 
of their choice to the non-profit organiza­
tion, according to a center press release.

Rev. Fred Phelps, leader of Westboro Baptist 
Church of Topeka, Kan., which powers the Web site 
"www.godhatesfags.com," plans a series of protests 
in Houston this weekend.

■

Since the center is a main resource for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
Houstonians, leaders at the facility say 
donations to its projects help counteract 
Phelps’s anti-gay efforts.

“The owners of Autbar in Ann Arbor first 
devised the idea for this wonderful fund-raiser 
when Phelps visited their town in 2001,” said 
Clarence Burton Bagby community center 
president. “Since then, groups in other cities 
have mounted similar drives and raised a 

great deal of money for GLBT organizations.
“The fact that Phelps is unintentionally 

serving our causes is tremendous,” he 
added. “This is both a fund-raiser and a 
protest action against his beliefs.”

Bagby said Thursday the center already 
had raised $500 with the effort.

Individuals or groups may pledge any 
amount per minute. The center will base 
the total amount of Phelps protest time 
based on his published schedule and on 
observations at the Houston-area sites.

According to his Web site, this is Phelps' Houston itinerary:

Friday, March 7
1-2 p.m. • NASA • Clear Lake City
7:30-8 p.m. • Kingwood College

Saturday, March 8
5-5:30 p.m. • Saint John Vianney Catholic Church 
West Houston
7:30-8 p.m. • Kingwood College

Sunday, March 9
In Kingwood:
7:50-8:20 a.m. • Christ the King Lutheran Church
9-9:40 a.m. • First Presbyterian Church
9: 45-10:15 a.m. • Good Shepherd Episcopal Church
10: 20-11 a.m. • Kingwood United Methodist Church

Long battle wins place for Gay-Straight Alliance
GSA ALLOWED, continued from Page 1

the GSA, said school officials’ concerns 
that the group might facilitate “provoca­
tive discussions” are unfounded.

“I think that many people hear the 
word ‘gay’ and they think about sexual 
activity, and that is their own fantasy,” 
Dukler said. “The club is going to be in 
place to speak about tolerance. That’s not 
anything that is provocative.”

Months-long battle
Along with Dukler, 17, who is openly 

lesbian, more than a dozen students at 
KHS submitted an application to form a 
GSA at the high school last September. The 
ACLU alleges that school officials changed 
the requirements for student clubs in an 
attempt to keep the GSA from forming.

Students resubmitted their application 
following the new rules, but months passed 
with no response from the school.

The ACLU on Jan. 22 filed a lawsuit in 
U.S. District Court in Houston against the 
school district and two school officials, 
alleging that the district is biased because it 
had not approved the application for a GSA.

Klein school officials, however, said the 
lawsuit was premature and that the appli­
cation still was under consideration along 
with several other student proposals for in­
school groups.

The lawsuit alleged that the decision 
not to approve the club application “vio­
lates the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution and the Equal Access 
Act because their prohibition of the club is 
based on the content and the viewpoint of

Malcolm and 
Holly Dukler, 
parents of 
Klein student 
Marla Dukler, 
have supported 
their daughter 
in her quest to 
form a Gay- 
Straight 
Alliance at 
Klein High 
School. (Photo 
by Penny 
Weaver)

the speech of the clubs and its members.”
On Wednesday, school officials and 

attorneys for the ACLU announced the set­
tlement agreement.

Under its new rules, the district 
requires written parental permission for 
students to participate in any club or orga­
nization, including the GSA.

“Klein believes this agreement may 
very well serve as a precedent for other dis­
tricts, and that it will protect the rights of 
students and parents,” district officials 
said in a press release. “The Klein ISD will 
hold all clubs to compliance with the law 
and with school district policy.”

Also under the KISD new policies for 
school groups, non-school personnel can­
not “direct, control, conduct or regularly 

attend activities of the club,” according to 
Johnson. Also, any school club, “by its pur­
pose, goals or activities, cannot promote, 
encourage or condone, directly or indirect­
ly, participation in any conduct by stu­
dents that is classified as unlawful.”

Johnson said any KISD club may not sup­
port behavior that “poses a risk to the health, 
safety or welfare [of students], including but 
not limited to sex activity by minors.”

Widespread support
Some 17 students signed the original peti­

tion to form the GSA, and most of them are 
heterosexual, according to Dukler. All have 
their parents’ permission to join the club.

The students hope to have their first 
meeting in two weeks, after the school’s 

spring break.
“We’re very happy The students can 

begin to meet immediately,” George said. 
“Under the law and under the agreement, 
the students have the same rights as any 
other student group, and the ACLU will be 
monitoring this closely to make sure that 
the district is not discriminating against 
the Gay-Straight Alliance in any way”

Dukler said the struggle to form the 
GSA was worth it, and she is ready to 
begin meetings of the club.

“I’m really happy. Now my school is 
going to be a whole lot safer because of it,” 
Dukler said. “We’re going to be able to 
meet; we’re going to be able to work toward 
better tolerance around the school.

“Hopefully other school districts will 
understand that if they don’t approve the 
club, then they’re going to have to 
encounter someone like David here in fed­
eral court,” she added.

The teenager said that in the wake of the 
filing of the lawsuit, she received support 
from people across the city, state and nation.

“They were my backbone,” Dukler said. 
She hopes that she and her classmates can 
get the Klein GSA on strong footing during 
her last year and a half of high school.

“I think that, in the long run, by educating 
the students and by educating the faculty, it 
will be a whole lot easier for me to walk the 
hallways and for the students who come up 
after me to walk the hallways,” Dukler said.

“This is a safe place for students to 
meet,” George noted. “This is a place to 
promote tolerance and just for students to 
get together and talk about issues. There’s 
nothing improper about that.”
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Critics demand better staph infection tracking
STAPH INFECTIONS, continued from Page 1

men, making it difficult for Sanders and 
his colleagues to gauge if the general popu­
lation also has seen a rise in MRSA cases.

Barton noted that the increase in staph 
infections has been seen in the general 
public, as well as among gays. She said 
school populations have seen a particular 
rise in cases of MRSA.

Although MRSA is treatable, health 
workers note that it also is easily spread 
through casual contact.

Recreational drug use a danger
The Whitman-Walker Clinic has 

warned Washington D.C.-area doctors that 
MRSA could be transmitted, among other 
ways, through sharing drug paraphernalia 
used to inhale drugs through the nose.

In a Feb. 28 e-mail alert sent to doctors 
who treat gay men in D.C. and the sur­
rounding suburbs, Whitman-Walker noted 
that MRSA is frequently found in the noses 
of large numbers of people in a non-infec- 
tive state. The Whitman-Walker alert noted 
that the MRSA bacteria could be spread 
among people who share drug parapherna­
lia such as spoons, straws, or other devices 
used to inhale drugs such as cocaine or 
crystal methamphetamine (“Tina”).

Gay men who use recreational drugs 
also routinely share “bumpers,” small 
plastic devices through which they inhale 
recreational drugs like ketamine (“Special 
K”) and cocaine.

Although MRSA and other forms of 
staph bacteria usually remain dormant in 
the nose, the bacteria could be spread from 
the nose to other parts of the body through 
poor hygiene, according to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

Doctors who treat gay men in the 
District said last week that they diagnosed 
MRSA in at least seven gay men during the 
past few weeks.

“When we first learned about this, we 
called our colleagues in the gay health clin- 
ics to discuss how we should address this,” 
said Michael Cover, Whitman-Walker com­
munications director.

Cover said the e-mail alert released by 
the clinic last week included a fact sheet 
describing the staph infection outbreak 
among gay men. He said it also urged area 
doctors to inform their patients about the 
condition and ways to avoid it as the 
patients appear for routine visits.

A spokesperson for the D.C. Department 
of Health said the department had not 
learned of MRSA infections appearing in 
D.C. until the Washington Blade, sister 
paper to the Houston Voice, contacted the 
department last week. Dr. Karyn Berry, a 
communicable disease specialist with the 
department in charge of monitoring devel­
opments such as an MRSA outbreak, did 
not return a call by press time.

Activists demand response
After confirmation of staph infections 

among gay men in at least half a dozen U.S.

Cleve Jones, founder of the AIDS Memorial Quilt, 
cautioned against comparing a mysterious outbreak 
of resistant staph infections among gay men too 
closely to the early days of the HIV epidemic. (File 
photo by Clint Steib)

cities in recent weeks, gay health activists 
are calling for an orchestrated acknowl­
edgement and response from public health 
officials.

“No one is officially doing MRSA track­
ing, and that’s a real problem,” said Dr. 
Ken Harrel, president of the Gay & 
Lesbian Medical Association. “This is a 
large, emerging problem that no one seems 
to have a handle on.”

The infections manifest themselves as 
boils and abscesses on various parts of suf­
ferers’ bodies, including rectal and groin 
infections. Public health officials in sever­
al cities said the infections appear to be 
spread from skin to skin contact, including 
sexual contact and public spaces like gyms 
and bathhouses.

Doctors confirmed cases among gays in 
Atlanta, Houston, Washington, D.C., 
Boston and New York City last week.

Until the late 1990s, the skin infection 
was confined mostly to elderly patients in 
hospitals and nursing homes, according to 
the CDC. But since 1997, non-hospital pop­
ulation groups such as prison inmates, 
members of athletic teams and Native 
Americans have reported the drug-resis­
tant staph infections.

But CDC epidemiologists-have said new 
cases outside San Francisco and Los 
Angeles appear to confirm earlier findings 
by CDC researchers that a new, undeter­
mined factor is causing drug-resistant 
staph to flourish in a wider group of peo­
ple that now includes gay men.

No deaths have been recorded from the 
staph cases reported in gay men, but some 
patients have been hospitalized. 
Physicians monitoring the infections say 
they could produce life-threatening com­
plications if not treated promptly.

Solid information on patterns of infec­

tion and the national scope of the disease 
isn’t available, according to health care 
providers,-because MRSA is not widely 
“reportable” under current data gathering 
processes. Reporting MRSA diagnoses is 
not required to state health departments 
or the CDC like other diseases that could 
be a public threat.

CDC does have one “surveillance pro­
gram” involving four states that voluntarily 
report MRSA findings, according to officials.

Scott Fridkin, a CDC medical epidemi­
ologist and MRSA expert, said lack of 
reporting “isn’t really the issue. It’s the 
clinic recognition we’re after, recognizing 
the need to do an appropriate test, the 
appropriate therapy and to have close fol­
low-up with patients.”

Learning from AIDS
Some gay health advocates compared 

the mysterious emergence of the cyst-like 
boils and abscesses on gay men to the early 
days of the AIDS epidemic.

“When I first heard about the staph infec­
tions among gay men, it reminded me of the 
first stories in the early ‘80s about a ‘new can­
cer’ appearing among gay men,” Chris 
Parsons, director of advocacy and communi­
ty relations for AID Atlanta, Atlanta’s oldest 
and largest HIV/AIDS agency, said last week.

The type of conduct that apparently 
spreads the new staph infections among 
gay men parallels the risky behavior 
enjoyed by some before HIV, according to 
Larry Kramer, the nationally recognized 
writer who co-founded Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis in New York and ACT UP, the AIDS 
advocacy and protest organization.

“Too many gay men are once again act­
ing totally irresponsibly, and hideous dis­
eases and physical manifestations are once 
again appearing,” Kramer said.

But such comparisons could contribute 
to public hysteria about staph, said Cleve 
Jones, founder of the NAMES Project and 
the AIDS Memorial Quilt.

“It’s certainly worrisome, but I would 
be cautious drawing parallels between this 
and HIV” Jones said. “This resistance has 
been well documented for decades, and we 
know this is an issue facing medical pro­
fessionals, which is very different than at 
the beginning of the HIV pandemic where 
we knew nothing.”

The lack of coordinated public health 
response is both telling and predictable, 
said Eric Rofes, author of “Reviving the 
Tribe: Regenerating Gay Men’s Sexuality 
and Culture in the Ongoing Epidemic,” 
and an organizer of last year’s GLBT 
Health Summit.

“I think that what this story reveals 
that is most interesting is the conse­
quences of not having a specific entity that 
feels knowledgeable and responsible for 
gay men’s health,” he said. “Whose job is it 
in the national and even on a local and 
state context to provide oversight, plan­
ning and responsiveness for gay men?

“Is it the traditional public health sys­
tem, which has traditionally been homo- 
phobic and has not prioritized this com­

munity?” he asked. “Is it the GLBT system, 
which has not been as organized and net­
worked as they could be?”

Call for reporting
Some private physicians have called for 

quick action on the part of the public 
health care system.

“This is the time to jump on it and get 
out in front of it,” said Douglas Ward, a 
Washington, D.C., physician whose office 
has treated at least three gay men for drug­
resistant staph infections since late last 
year. “The sort of study that needs to be 
done doesn’t go real quickly anyway, so the 
sooner the better.

“It’s also going to be a lot tougher down 
the road to study thousands and thousands 
of cases and cross-analyze contacts and 
places of origin compared to doing it now, 
when maybe there is only a couple of hun­
dred,” Ward said.

Ward talked to his local health depart­
ment officials who said they will “fully 
investigate” the cases, he said.

Public health epidemiologists working 
for state agencies have also joined in the 
call for mandatory reporting.

One public health official urged state 
agencies to become more involved in the 
push to make staph infections a reportable 
medical condition.

“What is the dimension of the problem? 
We don’t know,” said Matthew Boulton, the 
state epidemiologist for Michigan. “What 
populations are we seeing it occur in? We 
don’t know. What are the risk factors? We 
don’t know.”

Boulton spearheaded the move to make 
MRSA reportable by drafting a resolution 
for the Council for State & Territorial 
Epidemiologists. CSTE maintains the list 
of reportable diseases in the U.S. and 
works as an advisory body to the CDC.

The resolution, which Boulton has not 
publicly released, was turned in to CSTE 
last month, he said. It is scheduled to be 
voted on in June, and if passed could go to 
the CDC as early as this fall. CDC could 
send new reportable lists including MRSA 
to states early next year, he said.

CSTE officials declined an interview to 
confirm the resolution through CDC 
spokesperson Nicole Coffin-Ott.

With national reporting, the CDC or 
another agency could begin the kind of in- 
depth study gay health activists seek.

“I don’t know of anybody who is doing 
MRSA contact tracing, and I think it would 
be a fantastic study, said Harrel of the 
GLMA. The really important work is to 
compare the strains from city to city and 
see if they re the same. Right now we don’t 
do any of that.”

MORE INFO
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
1600 Clifton Rd.
Atlanta, GA 30333
404-639-3311
www.cdc.gov
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Emerich is new Voice general manager
Experienced publisher plans 
to focus on customer needs, 
community service

Daniel Emerich, a native of Dayton, 
Ohio, and a longtime newspaper publisher, 
has joined the Houston Voice staff as gen­
eral manager.

His responsibilities will include 
leading the sales department, handling 
distribution and managing the Voice 
office.

William Waybourn, president of 
Window Media, parent company of the 
Voice, said Emerich is a welcome addition 
to the Houston team.

“We are indeed fortunate that some­
one with Daniel’s newspaper back­
ground and sales management experi­
ence is taking over the helm of the 
Houston Voice,” Waybourn said. “With 
much of the recent harsh economic 
times now in the past, we believe 
Daniel will be a tremendous asset as 
he grows both the Houston Voice and 
Eclipse to the potential we know is 
there.

“He is also dedicated to working 
with our customers to make sure they 
stay on the road to recovery, as well,”

Longtime newspaper publisher Daniel Emerich is 
the new general manager for the Houston Voice 
and Eclipse in Texas.

Waybourn added. “His arrival in 
Houston (from Ohio) is another step in 
our ongoing commitment to serving 
Houston, insuring that it has a strong 

community voice.”
Emerich said he is excited about join­

ing the Houston Voice team.
“Houston has a large and vibrant 

community — a community that the 
Houston Voice has served well for many 
years,” Emerich said. “Most people 
don’t really think about it, but the Voice 
relies solely on advertising revenue to 
grow the paper.

“As the region’s most respected gay 
and lesbian newspaper, we’re in a great 
position to serve our advertisers,” he 
added. “Our goal will be to focus on 
understanding and meeting the needs 
of our current advertisers, attracting 
new advertisers and delivering out­
standing results.

“For our readers, all this will allow us 
to invest in printing more pages, increas­
ing our news coverage and adding exciting 
hew features,” he noted.

Most recently, Emerich served as pub­
lisher of Impact Weekly, a 30,000-circula- 
tion alternative weekly in Dayton, Ohio. 
A native of Dayton, Emerich is a 1983 
graduate of Wright State University in 
Dayton, where he earned his bachelor’s 
in marketing.

Emerich has 20 years of experience in 
newspaper sales and management. He 
began his career in the newspaper indus­
try with The Xenia Daily Gazette, serving 

as senior account representative and later 
as advertising director.

During this period, he contributed to 
the Thomson Corporation’s transforma­
tion from a diverse collection of 120 daily 
newspapers in the United States to a 
cohesive sales, training and marketing 
organization consisting of 150 daily 
newspapers and more than 200 specialty 
publications.

Emerich joined the fledgling 
Dayton Voice in late 1995 as advertis­
ing director, developing the newspa­
per’s retail and classified sales strate­
gies and procedures. In early 1998, he 
spent three months assisting Gambit 
Communications in New Orleans in 
the development of its Internet sales 
strategy for the Best of New Orleans 
Web site.

In late 1998, he returned to the Dayton 
Voice — now Impact Weekly — as advertis­
ing director and consultant to assist in the 
preparation of the newspaper for a poten­
tial sale. The sale of Impact Weekly was 
completed in June, 1999, and Emerich then 
was appointed publisher of the newspaper 
in December, 1999.

At the Houston Voice office, Emerich 
may be reached via e-mail at 
demerich@houstonvoice.com, or by phone 
at 713-529-8490.

From staff reports
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Destiny's Child member to take part in AIDS Walk Houston
Native Houstonian Kelly Rowland of the musical trio Destiny’s Child will show her 
support Sunday by helping kick off the annual AIDS Walk Houston. Registration will 
begin at 8 a.m., followed by the walk at 10 a.m. The 5K event benefits AIDS Foundation 
Houston (AFH) and 13 local AIDS service organiza­
tions, providing housing, food, education, counseling, 
job resources, medical services and more to individu­
als living with HIV/AIDS. Kelly Adels Hess, vice pres­
ident of development at AFH, said, “It is amazing to 
see someone like Kelly Rowland who understands the 
need for the Houston community to come together and 
take a step in the fight against AIDS. We are anticipat­
ing a great participant turn out to help raise funds and 
awareness this year.”

O MORE INFO 
2003 AIDS Walk Houston 
Sunday, March 9 
Sam Houston Park 
Downtown Houston 
1000 Bagby St.
www.AIDSwalkhouston.org

Gay parents plan 
family day activities
Houston Gay & Lesbian Parents plan a fam­
ily day this Sunday. Activities to choose 
from will include kite flying, kickball and 
basketball. The day’s picnic is planned for 3 
p.m., followed by a stilt-walking demonstra­
tion, according to Glenda Redworth, HGLP 
communications chair. Those who want to 
participate should meet at Spottz Park, 
located at the northeast corner of Heights & 
Memorial Drive by the Masterson YWCA. 
Redworth said attendees should bring a pic­
nic and drinks for their families and a 
dessert or snack item to share. For more 
information, call Glenda or Michele at 713- 
666-8260 or e-mail gredworth@analysts.com.

O MORE INFO
HGLP Family Day
2-5 p.m. Sunday, March 9 
Spottz Park, Houston

Facility celebrates 
25 years with fund-raiser
Montrose Counseling Center plans its 25^ 
anniversary celebration, “Bringin’ in the 
Silver,” next weekend. The annual event 
raises funds for the center’s services, which 
include mental health assistance to gay, les­
bian, bisexual, transgender and HIV-positive 
Houstonians. MCC offers counseling, sup­
port groups, HIV/AIDS case management 
and outpatient chemical dependency treat­
ment. All proceeds from “Bringin’ in the 
Silver” go directly toward client services, 
according to center officials. Entertainment 
will be by Marshall Maxwell Entertainment 
Agency The event includes refreshments, 
hors d’oeuvres, a silent auction, complimen­
tary valet parking and celebrity bartenders 
provided by the Four Seasons Club.

O MORE INFO
Bringin’ in the Silver
5:30-8:30 p.m. • Friday, March 14
Donation at the door: $50
Historic Magnolia Ballroom • 751 Franklin 
www.montrosecounselingcenter.org

'Queer As Folk' actor 
to speak at HRC gala
The Human Rights Campaign in Houston 
will hold its sixth annual gala on Saturday, 
March 15, with a French-themed event that 
includes a silent auction and cocktail 
reception, complete with DJ and models.

Keynote speaker is Congressman Chris 
Bell, recipient of the first John Walzel 
Political Equality Award. Special guests are 
“Queer As Folk” actor Robert Gant and 
Judy Shepard, HRC director and mother of 
Matthew Shepard. Deborah Cannon, presi­
dent of Bank of America Houston and 
chair of the Greater Houston Partnership, 
will serve as honorary gala chair. Emcee for 
the evening is Frank Billingsley, chief 
meteorologist at KPRC Channel 2. The din­
ner begins at 8 p.m, with a dessert and 
champagne reception scheduled for 10 p.m. 
The HRC is the largest national lesbian and 
gay political organization. The group works 
to lobby Congress, provide campaign sup­
port and educate the public to ensure that 
gay Americans can pursue equal rights.

O MORE INFO
Houston HRC Gala
8 p.m. • Saturday, March 15 
Tickets: $175 and up 
Houston Intercontinental Hotel 
2222 West Loop South 
HRC Houston: 713-522-1115 
www.hrchouston.org

Group focuses on support 
for partners of HIV patients
The Bering Support Network of Bering 
Memorial United Methodist Church offers 
“Negative Partners of Positive People,” a 
topic-focused HIV/AIDS group, beginning 
Wednesday, March 12. Advance registration 
is required. The network continues to offer 
both a general group for people impacted by 
HIV/AIDS and a group for people disabled 
due to the disease, but this series of topic- 
focused groups is designed to delve more 
deeply into some specific issues, themes and 
concerns. According to a Bering Support 
Network press release, “Living in a loving 
relationship with someone who is HlV-posi- 
tive presents a unique set of issues. This 
group explores the concerns of these wives, 
lovers, husbands and partners living with 
HIV once-removed.” Melissa Beason Smith, 
LPC-I, will facilitate the group. There is no 
cost to attend, and potluck supper will be 
held one hour prior to the group session.

MORE INFO
"Negative Partners of Positive People' 
7:30 p.m. • March 12-April 16 
Bering Support Network
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church 
Advance registration required 
713-526-1017, ask for Melissa Beason Smith
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Rozanne 
Damone Curtis: 

The Real One
Is Booked!

A One-Woman Show
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Back by Popular Demand
“Couldn't wait to see what character came out next!”

— Carmen Velez, Member, Resurrection MCC
“Rozie is the Diva's Diva!”

Ovati®Bis
Friday, March 14 » - SIS

For More Information, Contact D/W Enterprises 
(713) 541-9542 • 1(800) 339-8602

gavribbean
Gay i Lesbian Grev CRUISES

Join our Gay and Lesbian ifoup on 

December 611, 2003, aboard the 
Celebration sailii^ from Galveston 
to Cozumel & Caliea, Mexico. 

This is the perfect cruise to escape 
the holiday madness and do your 

shopping in the sunny ports of Mexico. 
And the price is incredible!
Where else can you cruise for so little?

•Interior Stateroom from *291.00 
•Ocean View from *351.00 
•Private Parties & Mixers 
•Gavribbean Holiday Gifts

•Optional Ail Gay Shore Excursions 
•Group Pining

•Gayribbean Cruise On Board Host 
•Many Extras

•Super LOW TRICE!

H Carnival
1

I travelOin?
I Cali now for immediate reservations & information! ■

I 888-813-9947 |
I www.^ayribbeaneriii§es.eoin j
‘rates are cruise only, intenor stateroom, per person, based on double occupancy and include port 

charges and taxes. Rules and restrictions apply call for complete details. Space is limited. Ship 
Registry: Panama. Gayribbean Cruises are not exclusively all-gay cruises.

THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!
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Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center 

We do catered events for up to 200 people! 
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224 
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

713.919.0058
Credit Cards Accepted

^Optimal Wellness
Fitness Consulting

Optimal
Wellness
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Training
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You can find the 
Q Puzzle each week in the 

Classifieds sections

Alone 
Again?

Getting on with Life
After Separation and Breakup 

A 5 week workshop about picking up the pieces after It all falls apart

Build skills in:
jo Identifying drama and eliminating 

it from your life

so Dealing with anger, fear, guilt 

and loneliness

so Boosting self-esteem and 

building trust

so Improving communication and 

relationship skills

so Understanding what a truly good 

relationship can be

We will start at ground zero on 
March 26th and wrap it up with 

communication, dating and sex on April 23. 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:30PM.

Workshop held at:

4040 Milam, Suite 310 (above Fitness Exchange)

Coach
Reality Therapy Certified

Member g|

Limited seating at $125 per 

person. Advance registration 
required by calling 832.283.7390 
or e-mail donnie^donnieday. com

donnieday.com
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N.Y. mayor to march in St. Pat's parade that bans gays
NEW YORK (AP) — Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg marched through the rain March 
2 at a small St. Patrick’s Day parade in Queens 
that permits gay groups to march, unlike the 
upcoming larger parade. “I’m glad everyone’s 
here marching,” a green-clad Bloomberg said 
before marching the 15-block route in 
Sunnyside, Queens. “I wish all parades could 
be that way” On Feb. 27, a group of gay Irish- 
American politicians criticized Bloomberg 
for planning to march in the main St. 
Patrick’s Day parade on March 17, where gays 
are barred from marching under their own 
banner as other groups do. “Marching in a 
parade that discriminates is sending a mes­
sage that their behavior is acceptable,” 
Council member Christine Quinn said. The 
Ancient Order of Hibernians, organizers of 
the larger parade, maintains it is a private 
group with a First Amendment right to 
choose participants.

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg (second 
from right) marched in a small March 2 St Patrick's 
Day parade that allows gays to participate. Bloomberg 
will also march in the main March 17 parade that 
excludes gays. (Photo by Robert Mecea/AP)

Nashville council weighs 
'modest' gay rights bill
NASHVILLE, Tenn. —- A measure intro­
duced in Nashville’s Metro Council Nov. 
25 would ban discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation for metro govern­
ment employees, but would not apply to 
private companies, the Tennessean news­
paper reported. Under pressure from reli­
gious groups, including the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Council members 
Chris Ferrell and Eileen Beehan last 
month withdrew a broader measure to 
ban sexual orientation bias in employ­
ment and housing that included private 
companies. “I don’t think it’s a defeat,” 
Ferrell said. “This is a more modest step 
than what we originally proposed.” The 
new bill notes that Nashville’s existing 
Human Relations Commission already 
has the authority to investigate claims of 
anti-gay bias in housing and employment, 
but no power to levy fines. The new mea­
sure could see a floor debate in the Metro 
Council on March 18, where Ferrell said 
he is optimistic he can win the 21 of 40 
votes necessary for passage.

Trans cop wins case 
against Cincinnati
CINCINNATI (AP) — A federal court jury 
awarded $320,511 to a transsexual police 
officer who said the city discriminated 
against her. The jury on Feb. 26 ordered 
the city to pay back wages and damages to 
Philecia Barnes, formerly Phillip Barnes, 
a police officer for 22 years and a former 
Marine Corps sergeant. Barnes, 43, said 
she will request a court order to force the 
city to reinstate her as a police sergeant. 
She became a probationary sergeant for 
six months in 1999, then was demoted to an 
officer’s rank. City officials haven’t said 
whether they will appeal the jury verdict. 
Police Chief Thomas Streicher said his 
department didn’t discriminate against 
Barnes. Barnes notified the city two years 
ago that she changed her name and con­
sidered herself a woman, her lawyers said. 
Barnes said the city, in denying her pro­
motion to sergeant, violated her constitu­
tional right to equal protection of law.

New Orleans DA backs 
sodomy law repeal
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Eddie Jordan, 
New Orleans’ new district attorney, said 
he would support efforts to repeal laws 
making oral or anal sex illegal in 
Louisiana. “If the legislature is willing to 
reconsider, I will testify that private, non­
commercial acts of sodomy between con­
senting adults are not a public matter and 
therefore should not be a violation of the 
law,” Jordan said Feb. 26 in a news release. 
Under crimes against nature laws, anal or 
oral sex is a crime punishable by up to five 
years in prison and $2,000 in fines. Gay 
and lesbian groups have unsuccessfully 
lobbied the state legislature to overhaul 
the law and failed to get the 197-year old 
statute overturned in the courts. The law 
should only apply to prostitution and non­
consenting or public sexual acts, said 
Jordan, who took office in January

N.H. human rights panel 
nominee against gay law
CONCORD, N.H. (AP) —Gov. Craig 
Benson’s nomination of a former state leg­
islator to the Human Rights Commission 
does not have enough votes to pass, but 
Benson said he wants councilors to take 
more time to think about their opposition. 
The seven-member Human Rights 
Commission handles complaints filed 
under the state’s civil rights law, which 
includes protections based on sexual orien­
tation. As a legislator, Gary Daniels voted 
against the gay rights law, saying that 
homosexuality is unnatural, immoral and 
unhealthy In an interview with the 
Concord Monitor last week, Daniels said he 
still does not believe sexual orientation 
should be included in the law. The governor 
stands by the nomination, according to 
spokesperson Kelly Ayotte. The nomination 
requires a majority vote of the commis­
sion’s current five members for approval. 
At least three members have said they won’t 
vote for Daniels. The Log Cabin Repub­
licans, a national gay GOP group, called on 
Benson to withdraw the nomination.

From staff and wire reports
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Mon-Denominational

Services Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Outreach Ministries to Citizens of Galveston: 

Food Pantry, Clothing, School Supplies, Counseling 

Funded by Membership Donations 
and

B & B Cafe 
910 38th Street • 409-770-0063

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 11 a.m. until 10 p.m.

Angelica Resale/Thrift Shop 
3726 Broadway • 409-763-5955

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.

Rev* Tom Martin, pastor
3712 Broadway 

Galveston, Texas 77550 
409.765.8500

The _

KOLBE
Project

Offering Peace & 
Reconciliation 

to the Alienated

1030 Heights Blvd.
Houston, TX77008 

ph. 713.861.1800

CALENDAR

Join us for our fund-raiser 
Sunday, March 16th, 3-6 p.m. 
at Rouge, 812 Westheimer.
Tickets are on sale now for $25. 

Wine, cheese, and hors d'oeurves 
will be served.

a different kind of

financing available

BEFORE

Call for a Free Video & Brochure 
1 -866-679-HAIRl

Dr. Matt L. Leavitt, Medical Director 
Dr. Carlos J. Puig, Hair Transplant Surgeon

TOM H. 
AFTER

HOUSTON
4635 SW Freeway, Suite 182

www.MHRHouston.com

3MEDICAL HAIR M RESTORATION™
40 LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE .
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March 9 •
“Moving Forward Simply 
Reflects Obedience” 
Rev. Janet Parker

Maranatha
Fellowship

Metropolitan 
Community Church

"Building Community Through Compassion "
Visit Our New Improved & Larger Nursery/Children’s area

Church Service 
begins at 10am and 
nursery is available 
for small children. 
Mid-week "Home 

Group" services on 
Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.

Please Join Us For 
Praise and Worship at our 
Sunday Morning Service 
And Experience The Love 

That Maranatha Fellowship 
MCC Has To Offer!

3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at 10AM
Church office 713-528-6756 • E-mail maranatha@evl.net

www. maranathamcc. com

Celebrate Resurrection MCC's 30th Anniversary!

Friday April 25th • 8pm 
The DoubleTree Hotel on Allen Parkway

I

For more information, call 713.861.9149

Scramble Golf Tournament benefiting Project Noah!
Saturday • 8om • at Bear Creek Golf Course < 

We are now registering players and sponsors! For more information, 
call 713.937.7926 or e-mail rmccgolf03@yahoo.com

police beat
White supremacist pleads guilty to killing Calif, gay couple

James Tyler Williams pleaded guilty to killing gay 
couple Gary Matson and Winfield Scott Mowder. 
Williams and his brother, Benjamin Matthew 
Williams, were also convicted of arson attacks at 
three synagogues and an abortion clinic. (Photo by 
Michael Burke, Redding Record Searchlight/AP)

REDDING, Calif. (AP) — A white 
supremacist convicted of fire bombing 
three Sacramento synagogues and an abor­
tion ’clinic pleaded guilty Feb. 28 to killing 
a gay couple. Under a plea agreement with 
prosecutors, James Tyler Williams, 32, 
avoided a possible death penalty and will 
be sentenced to 25 years to life in prison for 
the 1999 killing of Gary Matson and 
Winfield Mowder in their home. Williams 
and his brother, Benjamin Matthew 
Williams, were charged with killing 
Matson and Mowder and with setting fires 
at the synagogues and a medical building. 
No one was injured in the fires. The pair 
also pleaded guilty to setting fire to 
Country Club Medical Center, which hous­
es the Choice Medical Group abortion clin­
ic. They were given 30-year prison sen­
tences for the fires. Benjamin Matthew 
Williams killed himself in November in the 
Shasta County jail.

Mexico mayor vows crackdown 
on gay prostitutes after killing
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The mayor of 
Torreon in northern Mexico is urging a 
crackdown on male prostitutes following 
the murder of a priest who prosecutors say 
had patronized prostitutes. The Coahuila 
state attorney general’s office said that two 
18-year-olds confessed to the Feb. 21 killing 
of a Catholic priest, Jose Reglio Carrillo 
Valenzuela. Prosecutors said the men 
admitted robbing and killing Carrillo, 46, 
after accepting his offer of 400 pesos (about 
$40 U.S.) each to have sex. They were arrest­
ed Feb. 22 while driving the victim’s car, 
according to the attorney general’s office. 
Mayor Guillermo Anaya Llamas said the 
campaign in the city of 530,000 would be 
aimed at male prostitutes, not at law-abid­
ing gays. He said the city wants to make the 
center of town a safe area for families and 
cited health risks in male prostitution. “In 
January we arrested more than 50 homo­
sexuals in the city,” he was quoted as say­
ing by the newspaper La Opinion-Milenio 
of Torreon. “The previous administration 
was very lax in that sense.

Egyptian men arrested 
for gay sex in apartment
CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Thirteen Egyptian 
men were arrested for homosexuality in a 
rented apartment where they were having 
sex, a security official said Feb. 25 on condi­
tion of anonymity The suspects were jailed 
pending investigation. The prosecutor is 
expected to either extend their detention or 
charge them with debauchery and homo­
sexuality, the official said. Wafd newspaper, 
an opposition mouthpiece, reported that the 
arrested men included university students 
and hotel employees. The apartment 
belonged to the owner of a travel agency 
The newspaper said the detainees did not 
deny that they are gay A wide range of 
Egyptian laws covering obscenity, prostitu­
tion and debauchery are applied to gays; 
Islam, the religion of most Egyptians, pro­
hibits homosexuality This latest arrests 
join dozens of others that focused interna­
tional attention on the country’s treatment

of gays, including the November 2001 Nile 
River boat arrests of 52 men that led to 25 
convictions and prison sentences.

New York gay man beaten 
in apparent bias attack
NEW YORK — A man was assaulted on the 
Upper East Side of Manhattan yesterday 
in what appears to have been a bias attack, 
police told Newsday. Three men punched 
and hit Raymond Spreng with a metal bike 
frame in the early morning hours of 
March 2, police said. The three allegedly 
approached Spreng and yelled anti-gay 
remarks before striking him in the head. 
“They were coming after me and I raised 
my hands, saying, “I don’t want any trou­
ble,”’ Spreng told the New York Post “The 
young man replied, ‘Faggot, you’re going 
to have trouble tonight!’ ... They went 
crazy” Queens residents Sucjovic Mirsad, 
22, Oscar Afre, 22, and Christopher Pan, 26, 
were arrested and charged with assault 
after an onlooker called police. Spreng, 53, 
who police believe was alone when 
the attack occurred, suffered head lacera­
tions that required more than a dozen 
stitches to his face.

Mich, trans teen shot; 
family fears hate crime
DETROIT — As police investigate the Feb. 
21 killing of pre-operative transsexual 
Nikki Nicholas, family members and gay 
rights activists said they fear the shooting 
was a hate crime. The body of the 19-year- 
old was found in an abandoned farmhouse 
with a gunshot wound to the head. “We 
think he was killed because he was gay,” 
said Willie Parker, Nicholas’ stepfather. 
Known to friends and family as Nikki, 
Nicholas was born a male but lived as a 
woman for the last two years, according to 
family members. “We have no motive and 
we aren t willing to say it is a hate crime at 
this time, said Police Chief Robert 
Brookins. Officials with the Triangle 
Foundation, a Detroit-based gay group, 
said the slaying appears to be hate-related.

From staff and wire reports
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P medical report
Black publications address growing AIDS epidemic
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Newspapers, magazines 
and television networks with predominantly black 
audiences began an unprecedented public aware­
ness campaign in recent weeks, running stories 
and ads in a coordinated attempt to educate people 
about AIDS. The Los Angeles-based Black AIDS 
Institute developed the media effort, called the 
Drumbeat Project, about 17 months ago. 
Participating media companies promise to double 
their AIDS coverage this year. According to CDC 
statistics from 2001, more blacks are living with 
AIDS than any other ethnic group in the United 
States. Debra Fraser-Howze, president of the 
National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, 
said African-Americans “have a catastrophe on our 
hands.” Participating publications said they hope 
to call attention to the problem. Essence magazine 
profiled a small Florida town where 90 percent of 
those infected with HIV are black, and most are 
women. “It’s important for a black women’s maga­
zine to say this is not happening to somebody else. 
It’s happening to us,” said Diane Weathers, 
Essence’s editor in chief. The National Newspaper

♦

The HIV/AIDS epidemic represents a 'catas­
trophe' for African-Americans, according to 
Debra Fraser-Howze, president of the 
National Black Leadership Commission on 
AIDS. (Photo courtesy of BLCA)

Publishers Association’s wire service, which serves more than 220 black-owned newspa­
pers, produced an eight-part series on AIDS. The American Urban Radio Network stations 
and Black Entertainment Television agreed to run public service announcements.

Bush: No AIDS funds 
to abortion providers
NEW YORK — A State Department memo 
revealed last week would prevent new 
global AIDS funds recently announced by 
President Bush from going to foreign orga­
nizations that do not separate HIV and 
abortion services, Reuters Health report­
ed. But according to the Global AIDS 
Alliance, most groups in Africa and other 
parts of the world have integrated their 
services. More than 100 groups sent a let­
ter to President Bush objecting to the poli­
cy. “These restrictions are morally and eth­
ically indefensible and contradict basic 
principles of public health, human rights, 
and economic efficiency,” Jodi Jacobson, 
executive director of the Center for Health 
& Gender Equity, told Reuters. A policy 
enacted by President Ronald Reagan 
barred U.S. funds from going to foreign 
groups that use non-U.S. funds to perform 
or lobby for abortion services. President 
Clinton rescinded the policy on his second 
day in office; Bush put it back in place on 
his first working day as president.

Viagra-like drug 
researched for women
NEW YORK — Medical treatments under 
development now could offer women with 
sexual dysfunction help similar to the 
male impotency drug Viagra, the New 
York Times reported. The pharmaceuti­
cal company NexMed Inc. has received a 
patent for a cream to treat what it has 
dubbed “female sexual arousal disorder.” 
But FDA approval of the treatment may 
be “at least three years away,” NexMed’s 
Dr. James L. Yeager told the Times. The 
cream uses prostaglandin to help 
increase blood flow to the genitals to trig­
ger sexual arousal. According to a 1999 
study in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association, 43 percent of 
women ages 18-54 reported problems with 
sexual arousal.

Fla. drug fraud 
includes HIV meds
TAMPA, Fla. — A scheme where people on 
Medicaid sell their prescriptions to whole­
salers or on the street could lead to people 
with HIV and other medical problems receiv­
ing drugs that won’t help them, Florida 
health officials warned. “Unsuspecting indi­
viduals are getting the medication thinking 
it will work,” Mary Ann T. Green of Florida 
AIDS Action told Reuters Health. “The rami­
fications can literally be life or death.” Drugs 
to treat HIV and cancer rank high on the list 
of the fraudulent drugs, Florida AIDS Action 
said. Some of the drugs may not have 
received necessary refrigeration, or they 
may be old or weakened. Because whole­
salers are reselling the drugs to pharmacies, 
patients may not be aware that they are not 
getting fresh medications. Health officials 
warned that patients should check with their 
doctors if they medications appear different 
or seem to stop working.

Aging conference to 
include gay issues
CHICAGO — A national conference on aging 
issues next week in Chicago will include sev­
eral discussions of gay lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender issues among its 900 scheduled 
sessions. The Joint Conference of the 
National Council on the Aging (NCOA) and 
the American Society on Aging, set for March 
13-16, is expected to draw 4,000 participants, 
according to the ASA’s Lesbian & Gay Aging 
Issues Network. “Presentations on LGBT 
aging at the NCOA-ASA Joint Conference 
provide the most up-to-date research on the 
topic,” said LGAIN Co-chair John Yoakam, 
assistant professor of social work at College 
of St. Benedict/St. John’s University in 
Minnesota. Gay-related topics set for discus­
sion include HIV sensitivity among care 
givers, housing options, spirituahty public 
policy and aging among the intersexed.

From staff and wire reports
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B Carnival

The largest Gayrihhean Event of the Year?
Join for Parties, Toors, Games, Costumes and Fun.
11»S is to be a fHipitfulfy good time!
Sail from Galveston to Cozumel, Progpeso & Belize
• Interior from ^55O.oe
• Oeean View from $650.®°

MAY 1118, 2003
Come OCT and celebrate the Rites of 
Spring. Sail from Galveston to 
Cozumel. Grand C^man and the 
FAufeGshETWSH
• Interior Staterooms from
• Ocean View Staterooms from $620.55

Only a few staterooms left - 

Book Now!

on Rhapsody of the Seas.».
It’S a hbor Day Getaway?
Sail from Galveston to Cozumel, Grand 
Cayman and the Fabulous KEY WEST?
♦ Interior Staterooms from $520.56
• Ocean View Staterooms from $620.“
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I Call Travel OCT to reserve your vacation i
| 888-813-9947 • info@gayribbean.com |
I www.dayribbeaneruises.com j
| Travel agents - Call to book your clients? |
‘Rates are cruise only per person based on double occupancy and include port charges and taxes. Elation 
also includes pre-paid gratuities. Rules and restrictions apply please call or go online for complete details. 

Gayribbean Cruises are not all-gay cruises. Minimum participation is required for group events/tours.

ON YOUR 
NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us! 
Montrose Inn 
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We're right IN the neighborhood. 
And priced right! 

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to 15 gay bars. 

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-1228 
713-520-0206 

montroseinn.com
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Gays should speak 
out against war
Many gays have a tendency on issues like war 
to prove our patriotism, but human rights 
issues must go beyond how we have sex.
BY MUBARAK DAHIR

HELICOPTER IS SWARMING 
overhead, making a circle in the 
air over the section of Vienna’s 
that holds its most famous 
palaces, monuments and 
museums.

As I make my way through Vienna’s 
sometimes maze-like alleys, I notice gag­
gles of Austrian police decked out in riot 
gear. They stand in small groups, smoking 
cigarettes, and, like others this day — 
here in Austria and around the world — 
they are anxiously waiting.

In particular, the police are waiting for 
the day’s anti-war protest to begin. But 
the real waiting game and the deeper anx­
iety for all of us comes from wondering 
just when American bombs might start 
exploding in Iraq.

The demonstration today is against 
that seemingly inevitable action. It’s an 
international day of protest, with similar 
rallies across the world. Away from home, 
I want to join the voices calling for 
restraint against George Bush’s single- 
minded vision for military action in Iraq, 
so I follow the demonstrators with 
hand-made cardboard signs to Pestsaule 
Square.

The square features famous baroque 
cherubs and saints put in place in 1692 to 
celebrate the end of the black plague that 
had decimated Europe. It’s a fitting site 
for today’s protest, as there seems to be a 
deadly bug being spread by the American 
government: The idea that war in Iraq is 
the world’s only option.

SOME READERS WILL OBJECT TO 
this column and say that gay writers and 
organizations shouldn’t be espousing 
their opinions on war in a gay publica­
tion. These critics will argue that the war 
isn’t a “gay issue.”

I couldn’t disagree more. On the con­
trary, I believe that particularly as gay 
men and lesbians, we are specially situat­
ed to act as skeptics and critics to ques­
tionable government policies and outright 
misinformation, especially when govern­
ment policies could result in an unknown 
death toll.

With all that we have collectively 
learned from our own history, it would be 
a shame if we limited our critical think­
ing abilities and our questioning voices to 
a narrow range of topics.

In fact, rather than limiting our 
thoughts and discussions to a narrowly 
defined set of “gay issues,” I believe we 
have a responsibility to expand our scope. 
We can’t harp about our own human 
rights and ignore everyone else’s, particu­
larly when we are citizens of the most 
powerful country in the world — a coun­
try that is not shy about using its military 
might to wrestle what it wants in other 
parts of the world.

Now more than ever is when we need 
to exercise our skepticism publicly.

Despite the idealistic notion that we as 
Americans value individuality, the hard 
truth is that in our society — as in most 
societies — it’s often very difficult and 
takes a lot of courage to voice unpopular 
opinions.

It’s particularly hard when it comes 
to questioning authority, especially if 
that authority is as powerful and force­
ful as the president of the United States. 
Even worse, many people will call us 
“un-American” or “unpatriotic” for 
doing so.

DURING TIMES OF CRISES, IT’S 
understandable that most people have an 
automatic reflex to support their own gov­
ernment. For us as gay men and lesbians,

there may be another powerful force 
pulling us to support the administration’s 
move toward war: We all know what it’s 
like to be outsiders.

For many of us, being gay or lesbian 
has meant that we have been the ulti­
mate outsiders from American society 
for much of our own lives. Now, espe­
cially in the light of so much European 
objection to America’s handling of Iraq, 
there will be a natural tendency for 
many of us to want to “prove” our 
patriotism, to want to show other 
Americans we are “just as American” 
as they are, to band together as full- 
fledged team players, so that we can 
finally “belong” in a way that we might 
not always get to do.

But I believe we have a special place 
in public discourse, and I think part of 
that includes a special responsibility to 
be willing to ask tough, unpopular ques­
tions, to exhibit unapologetic skepti­
cism, and to take up a broad band of 
human rights issues that may not nar­
rowly relate to the single topic of how 
we have sex..

And even as I stand in a foreign coun­
try to make my voice heard through this 
protest, I can’t imagine what could be 
more American.

Mubarak Dahir
is a syndicated 

columnist living in 
New York City and 
can be reached at 
MubarakDah@aol.com.
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Claims by 'progressive gays' against war are 
strained, and even bested by more powerful 
reasons why we should support Bush on Irag.I

Gays should back 
war with Iraq

IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THERE WILL 
be a U.S. military incursion into Iraq, prob­
ably before the end of March to avoid mili­
tary operations during Iraq’s hot summer.

The 1991 Gulf War cease fire was con­
ditional upon Saddam Hussein’s disarma­
ment. But clearly Hussein has not dis­
armed and is playing a cat and mouse 
game with UN. inspectors, who were only 
supposed to confirm proof that Hussein 
has disarmed, not hunt about for evidence 
that he has not.

It is odd that some “progressive” gay 
and lesbian organizations and writers, 
who you think would oppose an aggressive 
Stalinist dictatorship like Hussein’s — 
based on murder, torture and fear — not 
only oppose the war but struggle to por­
tray opposition as somehow a gay issue.

It is a gay issue, they insist, because: (1) 
When the U.S. invades Iraq, some gay and 
lesbian soldiers will be killed. (2) Under 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” gay soldiers don’t 
have the same benefits as heterosexual sol­
diers and will suffer the pains of separa­
tion from their partners in silence. (3) The 
war will reduce the money available for 
other government programs, such as AIDS 
drugs and housing for PWAs.

THESE ARE STRAINED ARGUMENTS, 
the kind people make up after they have 

already decided what side they are on.
(1) In all wars, but no more so in this 

one, soldiers risk being killed. That risk is 
part of what they are paid for. 
Progressives have the argument back­
wards: The military exists for the sake of 
foreign policy; foreign policy does not 
exist for the benefit of the military. If the 
latter were true, we would never have 
fought Germany or Japan.

Further, to the extent “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” has discouraged some gay men 
and lesbians from joining the military, 
then gays are a disproportionately small 
percentage of the.military, making the 
war even less a gay issue.

(2) “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is a 
wretched policy, whether there is a war or 
not. But military personnel are often sent 
overseas — in this war, a different war, or 
no war, so that is no argument against 
this war. And gay military personnel 
knew the ground rules, however unfair, 
under which they voluntarily enlisted and 
serve. We can be sorry for the plight of 
separated or surviving lovers, and that is 
an argument against “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell,” but it is not an argument against 
the wan

(3) There’s no direct evidence that war 
may not reduce money for gay and AIDS 
projects, but even if it does, so does every

TJUQA
WEBCAhl MOUSE

M

other non-gay or AIDS program during 
war or peace. Money is always finite.

Gay and AIDS activists can certainly 
push their issues forward to acquire what 
money remains available, but they are 
not, as gay/AIDS activists, well-positioned 
to say which competing programs should 
be postponed or cut.

BUT COULD THE ISSUE OF WAR ACTU- 
ally be “gay” in the sense that we should 
support it on specifically gay grounds? 
Typically, the thought seems not to have 
occurred among “progressive” gays. Yet:

(1) Saddam Hussein’s one-party dicta­
torship severely oppresses gays. As 
British gay activist Peter Tatchell points 
out, two years ago Hussein decreed homo­
sexuality a capital crime. Doing so was 
either a further effort to control the lives 
of his subjects or one of his many recent 
efforts to display zealous support for 
Islam. Eliminating Hussein and instating 
a more secular, pluralist regime would 
benefit Iraqi gays.

(2) A broader benefit of toppling 
Saddam Hussein will be to pressure 

neighboring Arab states to moderate and 
modernize, reducing support for funda­
mentalist Islam and terrorism.

(3) Although the military’s “stop loss” 
order officially does not apply to gays, the 
facts of war are that superior officers 
retain valuable personnel during a war 
effort because they know their units must 
do well to earn promotions. That was true 
when gays were completely barred and it 
is true now when gays are barred only if 
they are out. This will further undermine 
the argument for “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

(4) To the extent gay progressives 
vocally oppose the war to ensure hetero­
sexual progressive support for gay equali­
ty, that sounds like exactly as good a rea­
son for ah the rest of us to vocally support 
the war: to show moderate and conserva­
tive Americans that we share many of 
their fundamental values and have the 
general interest of the country at heart.

Paul Varnell is a Chicago-based syndicated 
writer and can be reached at 
pvamell@aol.coni.
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IT TOOK ME THREE HOURS/ I 
SHOULD VE stayed AT SCHOOL 

BUT I WAS AFRAID I MIGHT 
nrot WSS SOMETHING. -

this 
brief 
transit

whatre you 
GUTS DOING 
^OUTSIDE? .

AND IF WE'RE ALL 
OUT HERE, WHO'S 
WITH SPARROW?

MEANWHILE...

ISHOULDVE DONE THE SELF­
EXAMS. I shouldve EATEN 
MORE GREENS. I SHOULDVe 
only used MY CELL phone 

WITH A HEADSET.

HOW CAN THISHONEY, DON'T BE RIDIC­
ULOUS. CELL PHONES 

GIVE YOU BRAIN CANCER, SHHH.

SPARROW?SKIS?
UUNNh!

o
$

NOWWW?

o

oQ

a

welcome, 
BABY? do You 
HAVE A NAME?

someone TO COME OVER, 
OR WE'RE BEING BURGLED 

BY A BIATHLETE.

r TVEGOT
A HEAD..AND
< A LEG...

STUART? OH, GOOD. 
WASH YOUR HANDS AND 

GET IN HERE/NOW!

I've been lobbying 
for HANS BUX, BUT NO 
ONE ELSE SEEMS TOO 

KEEN ON IT.0 A CENT!
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“[I have been accused] of supporting 
homophobia. But I think it’s a different 
matter with respect to the military, 
because you’re essentially told who you’re 
going to live with, who you’re going to 
sleep next to. [But] out of a military envi­
ronment, in a school, I think any act that 
suggests someone should be discriminated 
against or in some way stigmatized 
because of their racial background, ethnic 
background or sexual preference is not 
appropriate.”

Secretary of State Colin Powell, 
responding to an interviewer for Teen Ink, a 
national magazine for youth, who said that 
homophobia was a bigger problem in her 
school than racism or religious intolerance 
(Washington Times, March 3)

’sTTiP*: 1

“Homosexuality is unnatural, immoral and unhealthy How can we accept a new set 
of ideas that has been primarily responsible for the spread of AIDS in this country?”

Former N.H. state legislator Gary Daniels, during a debate over a gay rights bill; 
Daniels has been nominated by N.H. Gov. Craig Benson (R) to the state’s human rights 
commission, which enforces the gay rights law; Log Cabin has called on Benson to with­
draw the nomination (Associated Press, Feb. 25)

J'/'

“People are saying that it’s a pity the 
country that gave the world Pushkin and 
Gagarin is now represented by lesbian 
nymphets. But that’s garbage.”

Artyom Troitsky, music critic and founder 
of Russian Playboy, on the international fame 
of Tatu, two teenage girls picked by their man­
ager out of an audition who now claim to be in 
love and often kiss erotically on stage (New 
York Times, March 4)

“If we can stand against drugs, if we can 
stand against alcohol, if we can stand against 
violence, we definitely ought to be able to 
stand against homosexuality ... What about 
the protection of our children, the ones that 
don’t want to voluntarily be homosexuals?”

Danny Buggs, a former NFL player paid
more than $70,000 a year to be a motivational speaker at DeKalb County, Ga., public high 
schools outside Atlanta, on the passage of an anti-harrassment law he dubbed the 
“Danny Buggs Law, ’’since it followed his suspension from work after using an anti-gay 
epithet during a high school assembly (Atlanta Journal-Constitution, March 4)

“I’m a contradiction.”
Bonnie Dumanis, a lesbian Jewish Republican recently elected district attorney of San 

Diego County (Los Angeles Times, Feb. 22)

“I yelled, ‘I felt something! It’s a 
f— man.’”

Nicole Brown, testifying about her 
reaction after learning at a party that 
Gwen Araujo was biologically male; 
Brown testified that her friends 
cornered Araujo, assaulted and 
ultimately killed her (Feb. 20)

“I talk about my family, my 
religion, where I live, my personal 
feelings on this or that. I talk about 
my personal life a lot. What I don’t 
talk about is my love life. I wasn’t 
that kind of person before I was 
well-known, and I’m not going to 
become that kind of person after I’ve 
become well-known. But if you don’t 
play the game, you’re accused of 
being this or that or the other. The 
fact is, in all that’s been written 
about [my sex life], there’s not been 
anything that’s true.”

Actor Kevin Spacey, on 
speculation that he is gay (Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, Feb. 21)

■
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Real life survivor
Co-founder Martinez steps down as director of Center for AIDS, 
but won't let the disease stop him from enjoying life

JOEL MARTINEZ, THE RECENTLY 
resigned director and a founder of The 
Center for AIDS, can also lay claim to 
being an attorney, a poet, an aspiring 
scientist and an avid seeker of answers 
to the HIV/AIDS plague. But most of 
all, Martinez is a 17-year survivor of 

the very same disease he would like to see eradicated.
Martinez was pronounced HIV positive in 1986. And 

unlike many of his contemporaries, who received the 
same diagnoses, he is still around to talk about those 
early years before the age of free and easy sex and worry- 
free bathhouses came to an end.

By KAY Y. DAYUS
fast. Within a year I had 350 T-cells,” he says, noting that a 
normal count is 500. “Then I went to 20 and then I went to 
single digit T-cell counts. Finally, I went down to one cell. 
But I felt fine—just had low fevers.”

More than once, doctors have told him that he should not 
expect to live, but he has. “I don’t believe them anymore,” 
says Martinez.

Over the past 17 years, Martinez has had more health prob­
lems than most people encounter in a lifetime. His numerous 
AIDS-related illnesses have had him down, but never out: He’s 
still here and he’s still smiling and determined.

He lists his illnesses: lymphoma, Karposi’s Sarcoma (a 
rare form of cancer usually found in advanced AIDS 
patients), chronic leukemia, a triple heart bypass (last 
year), and he was recently diagnosed with throat cancer.

He had radiation for his throat cancer
Most of the others are long gone. He was 

part of a support group in those early days of 
AIDS, but before too long, he was one of only 
two remaining members.

“Everyone died, including the therapist 
and the intern,” Martinez says. “They all 
died. There were just two of us left. We stay 
in close contact.”

Like most other gay men in the early ’80s,
Martinez had heard of the scourge that became AIDS — a - 
scourge that was suddenly claiming thousands of lives in 
this country’s gay male population. In 1986, no one was 
more shocked than he to find that he was HIV positive. He 
had been in a monogamous relationship since 1981 — a 
relationship that still thrives today.

“That meant I had to have gotten it before 1981, and it 
wasn’t until 1983 that the disease was first described,” 
Martinez says.

Back then, he recalls, “Doctors showed you a chart 
showing the progression of the disease, to the end when 
you would die.” And there was little doubt that AIDS 
patients would die since there were few treatments. “It 
was AZT or nothing,” he says.

Because there was so little with which to treat the disease, 
Martinez says many tried alternative medicines. “We went in 
caravans to Mexico for Ribarvirin. We had nothing to lose.” 
He even offered himself for experimental treatments.

“We were deathly afraid of any cough because it sig­
naled pneumonia and if you got pneumonia you were usu­
ally dead within 18 months. Ironically, I didn’t get pneumo­
nia until two years ago,” he says with a wry smile.

Touch and go
MARTINEZ IS A MAN OF SLIGHT BUILD, A SOFT RASPY 
Voice, a winning smile and a heart full of hope. Given all the 
AIDS-related ailments he has suffered, it is amazing that he 
can still smile. This is a man who in those early days had a 
T-cefi count that dramatically fell to only one cell.

“My disease progression was not typical. I’ve had more 
cancer than anything else. My T-cell count went low pretty 

last year and seemed to be on the mend, but 
the cancer recently re-occurred and now he 
is undergoing chemotherapy at M.D. 
Anderson. The night before his interview 
with the Houston Voice, he was at Anderson 
having a blood transfusion. He still made the 
interview, although obviously a little weak.

He will stay active with the Center for 
AIDS in a limited capacity Along with

Michael Peranteau and Christopher Kerr, he helped start 
the organization in 1995. In a nutshell, the center advo­
cates both locally and nationally for better treatments and 
better access for care for persons living with HIV/AIDS.

Back in the ’90s, Martinez says, there was no central 
agency in Houston where someone with HIV/AIDS could 
get the most comprehensive and latest information about 
the disease and its treatments.

“The center came out of wanting to do something 
about my own situation and not finding the resources,” 
Martinez says. “I looked for a resources list, but no one 
had one — there was no such animal. Here we were, the 
fourth largest city in the country and not a single source.”

The facility is now a central place for people with 
HIV/AIDS to learn about the disease and the latest treat­
ment and where to go for those treatments. Martinez says 
the founders wanted to not only access care for the dis­
ease, but also to get “cutting edge care.”

“I wanted people to have access to the type of research 
and care that might make a difference between life and 
death,” he says.

Today, the center houses the largest collection of 
HIV/AIDS-specific literature in this part of the country. 
The facility staff publishes newsletters for patients, 
researchers and health professionals.

“In the process [of founding the center], I learned a lot 
about HIV and got with people involved in research in 
Houston,” Martinez says. Getting to know the ins and outs of 
HIV/AIDS, its inception, its progression and its potency

Please see SURVIVOR on Page 16

L Joel Martinez was diagnosed as HIV positive in 1986, and since 
then has battled the disease both personally and professionally 
through Center for AIDS. (Photos by Dalton DeHart)
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Martinez: 'Political will' needed to cure AIDS
SURVIVOR, continued from Page 15

allowed Martinez to explore the scientist in 
him. In fact, he says he should have been a sci­
entist, not an attorney

During this time, he had some health prob­
lems in the terms of fatigue and what he calls “a 
strange manifestation” of AIDS-related seizures.

“But I would always sort of bounce 
back,” he says. “The center was a motiva­
tion — it kept me going.”

Funding for the center in the early days 
came from his friends. “Lots of people owed 
me lots of favors and I would call them up and 
say ‘It’s your turn.”’ He asked and they gave. 
Nowadays, funding also comes from pharma­
ceutical companies, foundations, the private sec­
tor and partially from the federal government.

Throughout his ongoing battle with 
HTV/AIDS, Martinez has been comforted by 
his partner of 22 years. He does not want his 
partner’s name mentioned, but he does say 
his partner is HIV free.

“He fully expected to be [HIV-positive] 
himself and was surprised to find out he 
wasn’t. He copes exceptionally well. He’s a 
Southern boy from Alabama and has the 
patience of Job,” Martinez says with a smile.

The two love to travel overseas and Martinez 
has no intention of letting his illnesses stop him 
from that. He also loves to write poetry and is 
looking forward to doing more writing now that 
he’s no longer tied to the center full time.

Continued battle
MARTINEZ OFFERS SOME SOBERING 
statistics on HIV/AIDS from the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. As 
of the end of 2000, some 36.1 million people 
worldwide — 34.7 million adults and 1.4 million 
children younger than 15 years — were living 
with HTV/AIDS. More than 70 percent of these 
live in sub-Saharan Africa. Approximately 
40,000 new HTV infections occur yearly in the 
U.S., about 70 percent of those among men and 
30 percent among women.

Of new infections, the Centers for Disease 
Control estimates that 60 percent of men were 
infected through homosexual sex, 25 percent 
through drug use and 15 percent through het­
erosexual sex. Around 50 percent are black, 30 
percent white and 20 percent Hispanic.

AIDS claimed almost 500,000 lives in the

L Joel Martinez co-founded 
the Center for AIDS in 
Houston with Michael 
Peranteau and Christopher 
Kerr in 1995. The facility is 
now a central place for peo­
ple with HIV/AIDS to learn 
about the disease and the 
latest treatments. Martinez 
says the founders wanted 
to not only access care for 
the disease, but also to get 
"cutting edge care." (Photo 
by Dalton DeHart)

U.S. by the end of December 2000 and is now 
the fifth leading cause of death in the U.S. 
among those ages 24 to 44.

•Given these sobering numbers, what does 
Martinez think are the solutions to contain­
ing HIV/AIDS?

“Sex is an undeniable force. The urge to have 
sex is so great that infections continue to grow,” 
he says. “However, safe sex interventions seem 
to dampen growth a little bit. If sex were taken 
out of the equation, we’d be rid of the problem.” 

But he knows that is unreahstic. He says 
that younger gay men are in denial; they think 
they are invincible — that they won’t get - 
HIV/AIDS. They see people living longer with 
AIDS, but what they don’t see are all the drugs 
PWA take every day Martinez points out.

“I would encourage young gay men to 
learn more about their cultural history,” he

-says. “They have no concept of what it was 
like to go through a period when people were 
dying left and right. We need to keep that in 
mind because if we don’t we’re destined to 
repeat cavalier attitudes about it. We need to 
remember what it was like back then.”

Martinez thinks also that there has to be the 
“political will on the part of society” to treat 
and to find a cure for HIV/AIDS. And he also 
thinks that ultimately there has to be a “thera­
peutic vaccine” for those already infected.

For now, Martinez says, the different com­
binations of drugs are the only answer. But 
some patients don’t respond to them and 
some build up immunity to them. 
Furthermore, not everyone in this country 
can afford them and certainly not those in 
Africa. And, he says, there has to be the right 
political will to make the drugs affordable.

As far as Martinez is concerned, he will 
try to go on.

“Part of me doesn’t believe the doctors 
when they tell me to prepare for the worst. 
Part of me looks at the alternative. What 
should I do? Crawl into bed?

“I really enjoy my life. I want to live.”

O MORE info
Center for AIDS
1407 Hawthorne St. • Houston, TX 77006
713-527-8219
www.centerforaids.org
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Justin Timberlake will set gay hearts aflutter when he plays gay on 'Will & Grace.'
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Justin time for sweeps
Boy band member plays gay in latest NBC ratings stunt
HE MAY NOT BE THE BEST SINGER OR 
the best actor, but JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE 
and his sexy demeanor still have the atten­
tion of many gay men.

Timberlake is decidedly ungay, but gay 
male fantasies can take flight when he plays 
the part on NBC’s way gay “Will & Grace.” 
Stunt casting and straight people in gay roles 
on “W&G” is hardly new, but according to 
the Internet Movie Data Base, it’s true again 
with the network’s latest installment of the 
formula using the former N’SYNC crooner.

In a script written especially for him, 
Timberlake reportedly will play a gay 
schemer who is out for Jack (SEAN 
HAYES) and his money. The facts that Jack 
is hard to get and has no money should 
prove for interesting plotlines.

Timberlake said that he will donate his 
$50,000 paycheck for the episode to a nation­
al AIDS organization, so unlike many porn 
stars, Timberlake isn’t even gay-for-pay

But remember, ROSIE O’DONNELL 
tested the waters by playing a lesbian on 
“W&G” just weeks before she came out in 
the press. Maybe the future holds something 
similar for every gay man’s curly-haired, 
hard-bodied young fantasy man.

IT MAY SEEM LIKE A FAMILIAR FIGHT, 
but this time Bush vs. Gore doesn’t refer to 
former Vice President AL GORE, but to gay 
novelist and philosopher GORE VIDAL. 
Vidal has been an expatriate for decades, but 
he recently announced that he’s coming back 
to the country and moving to Los Angeles.

And he apparently has been saving some 
particularly unkind words for President 
GEORGE W. BUSH.

“As dumb as this administration is, they 
don’t look ahead,” Vidal told the New York 
Post’s Page Six this week. “They don’t know 
where any countries are. They don’t know 
how to make deals. They don’t really know 
much about anything. There is no plan ... 
Now you have people [in Washington] who 
have no interest in the country at all. 
They’re interested in their companies, their 
corporations grabbing Caspian oil.”

Vidal’s feud — one-sided as it may be — 
comes from a long line of his dragging other 
famous people’s names through the mud in 
public, including a long-running feud with 
late fellow gay novelist TRUMAN CAPOTE.

Welcome back, Gore. It will be great to 
have another persnickety old queen living 
in L.A — as if we needed more.

GAY ICON MADONNA MAY NOT HAVE 
the same literary aspirations as our man 
Gore, but she is putting pen to page for five 
new books, none of which will feature her 
naked or engaging in some hot girl-on-girl 
action.

Momma Madonna is writing five new 
children’s books for Penguin, the Associated 
Press reports.

“[Madonna] has drawn on a lifelong pas­
sion for and deep familiarity with litera­
ture and children’s books to create contem­
porary classics that combine great story­
telling with ravishing art,” Nicholas 
Callaway, the founder of Callaway Editions, 
the book’s state-side publisher, said in a 
statement.

Apparently, if Madonna was as knowl­
edgeable about acting as she is about litera­
ture, she never would have made “Swept 
Away” or “Shanghai Surprise” or ... oh, 
never mind.

Anyway, on to the ravishing art, as if there 
weren’t enough of that in her “Sex” book.

Callaway says that Madonna has a 
celebrated illustrator lined up for each of 
the books, but he didn’t say if TOM OF 
FINLAND was one of them.

“Despite the astonishing range and 
variety of her stories, they all evoke the 
secret that the red fox shares with the 
Little Prince,” Callaway said, citing the 
quintilogy’s theme: “It is only with the 
heart that one can see rightly.”

The first book, “The English Roses,” is 
due out in September.

Send comments, suggestions to 
Dish@sovo.com.
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Looking for a partner?
Partner with

American Consumer Credit Counseling
The Credit Counseling Professionals

ACCC is dedicated to helping consumers 
regain control of their personal finances. 
Take the next step in fighting your debt 
battle. As our partner you can be assured 
that we will do our best to reduce your 
interest rates, reduce your monthly payments 
and reduce the time required to pay off your debt. 
The choice is yours... Start today and ive will work with 
you every step of the way to regain your financial freedom.

Call now for a free no obligation 
consultation 1-800-867-3407

www.consumercredit.comA leader in the credit counseling industry

When you consider selling your 
home, wouldn’t it be nice to 
have a Realtor in the family?

Call me... I’m iamily.
Mark BolineS^^ 

I13.722.68445*l 
www.houston-realty.com

mark@houston-realty.com •UN1TKD, REALTORS

COUDWOiX 
BANKeno
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Tickets $15 adults, $12 students and seniors, $10 on Sundays

Call 713-547-0440 for tickets
This project is funded in part by a grant from the City of Houston through the 

Cultural Arts Council of Houston/Harris County.

— San Diego Reader

— Dallas Voice

Normal March 13-23
Tickets available at

normaltheplay.com
or by phone toll-free 1.877.946.9997

Smart and thoughtful!"

"Provocative and funny!"

Abbetuck Productions
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"BEST PICTURE
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THE NEW YORK TIMES 
TIME MAGAZINE _
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1-800-948-CLOG

Gay-themed plays continue this month, 
with new productions starting as well

March stages thrive
‘Fruit Cocktail’

Theatre New West offers up the world pre­
miere musical review by Eric Lane Barnes 
(“Fairy Tales”). “Fruit Cocktail” consists 
mostly of comedy numbers, plus a few bal­
lads, and a cast of six men who sing about the 
contemporary gay lifestyle. The inaugural 
production at Theatre New West was a major 
success. It is directed by Joe Watts, artistic 
director of the theater. Michael Harren is 
musical director for the production. Critics 
call the play “a jubilant, enlightening gay 
musical review” and also said “such 
moments on stage are rare and wonderful.” 

(ij®> fruit CocktaiT
8 p.m. Fridays & Saturdays • Through March 8
Tickets: $20 • Theatre New West 
1415 California • 713-522-2204

‘Lucky Stiff’
Masquerade Theatre presents the 

Houston premiere of “Lucky Stiff,” based on 
“The Man Who Broke the Bank at Monte v 
Carlo” by Michael Butterworth. Lynn Ahrens 
wrote the book and lyrics and Stephen 
Flaherty composed the music for this zany, 
offbeat murder mystery farce. The play fol­
lows an unassuming English shoe salesman 
forced to take the corpse of his recently mur­
dered Atlantic City croupier uncle on a week­
long vacation to Monte Carlo. Should he suc­
ceed, Harry Witherspoon stands to inherit $6 
million. If not, the money goes to the 
Universal Dog Home of Brooklyn, according 
to a press release from the theater. The 
insanely jealous and legally blind mistress of 
Witherspoon’s uncle, her brother and a 
Universal Dog Home representative make 
Witherspoon’s task all the more difficult.

lucky Stiff'
8 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays
3 p.m. Sundays • Through March 8 
Tickets: $25 or $20 for seniors/students 
Masquerade Theatre • 1537 N. Shepherd 
713-861-7045 • www.masqueradetheatre.com

‘Rumors’
The Company OnStage presents 

“Rumors,” a farce by Neil Simon. The deputy 
mayor of New York is slightly shot and his 
wife goes missing. His lawyer quickly decides 
to engineer a cover-up just as guests begin 
arriving for the couple’s anniversary party, 
according to a press release from the theater. 
What ensues is a roller coaster of laughs as 
party guests become more and more crazed 
trying to sort everything out. .

"Rumors7
8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays • Through March 8 
Tickets: $12 or $10 for seniors/students
The Company OnStage • 536 Westbury Square 
713-726-1219 • www.companyonstage.org

‘The Stand-In’
Ex-soap star Lester Perry thinks he 

knows what his next step up the Hollywood 
ladder is: a choice role as a gay umpire in a

cable TV movie. The only problem is that 
Perry is deeply closeted and doesn’t think 
he can stand to be identified as gay His way 
out of this dilemma is to continue his 
straight charade and to insist that a stand- 
in do all the graphically gay shots, accord­
ing to a press release from Unhinged 
Productions. All of that works until two 
gay journalists get wind of the game Perry 
is playing. Those elements are at the heart 
of Keith Curran’s satire, “The Stand-In,” 
which opens this weekend. Unhinged this 
year presents its works at Wayne Wilden’s 
Atomic Cafe, located just north of the 
downtown area.

The Stand-In'
8 p.m. Fridays & Saturdays • 5 p.m. Sundays 
Through March 16
Tickets: $15 or $10 on Sundays
Unhinged Productions • Atomic Cafe 
1320 Nance St. ♦ 713-547-0440

‘Where’s My Dinner, Bitch?’
Theater-goers hungry for a change from 

the usual fare will enjoy a serving of 
“Where’s My Dinner, Bitch?” according to 
a press release from Dos Chicas Theater 
Commune. The original comedy by 
Houston-based playwright Bob Morgan 
illustrates the power of female bonding as 
the husbands of abused trailer park gals 
begin showing up dead across Jackson 
County. When the regional manager for 
Nova cosmetics begins a torrid lesbian 
romance with the head of a women’s shel­
ter to further her sales, the ladies of 
Jackson County simultaneously move from 
being hapless abuse shelter residents to 
rising stars in the direct-marketing cos­
metics field. The feminist play contains 
violence, strong language and nudity and 
is not suitable for children.

'Where's My Dinner 
Bitch?'
8 p.m. March 7,8,10,14,15,17,21,22 
Tickets: $10 or $6 for seniors and students 
March 10 and 17 pay-what-you-wish performances 
Dos Chicas Theater Commune 
411 Westheimer • 713-869-3227 
E-mail: dccommune@yahoo.com

‘The Supporting Cast’
George Furth’s comedy, “The Supporting 

Cast,” takes place amidst the Malibu sum­
mer fires and mudslides. A weekend gather­
ing at the beach turns sour as the guests get 
the opportunity to read a soon-to-be-pub- 
lished “tell-all” novel about them.

"The Supporting Cast'
8:30 p.m. Friday and Saturdays, through 
March 22
3 p.m. March 9 and 16 • Tickets: $10 or $9 for 
seniors and students; $8 matinees 
Theatre Suburbia • 1410 W. 43rd St.
713-682-3525 • www.theatresuburbia.com
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Restaurant serves up friendliness along 
with successful breakfast and lunch menus

Klub is worth a trip
WHEN YOU STEP INSIDE THE 
Breakfast Klub, you feel like you’re a 
guest in owner Marcus Davis’s home. 
Davis and his staff greet their customers 
like friends, and after you’ve visited a 
time or two, you’re a friend as well.

Stylishly decorated in tones of 
maroon, gold and brown, with striking 
African-American themed art on the 
walls, the Breakfast Klub is located in the 
transitioning neighborhood near Travis 
and Alabama. In keeping with its easy­
going atmosphere, you stand in line to 
order and the staff brings your plate out 
to you when it’s ready. No fewer than four 
types of quality coffee are available from 
the self-serve thermoses.

On my first visit, I had to try one of 
the signature dishes, the Wings and 
Waffle ($6.75). Six pieces of fried chicken 
surround a waffle sprinkled with pow­
dered sugar and topped with a fresh 
strawberry. The fried chicken is excel­
lent, with just the right combination of 
spices. The waffle was a little soggy, but 
still good, and I loaded it up with maple 
syrup from the hot syrup dispenser, one 
of the best food-related ideas I’ve seen 
lately. If you can’t decide between break­
fast and lunch, then chicken and waffles 
is a great middle ground.

My friend opted for the breakfast spe­
cial ($5.50), a huge plate full of bacon, 
sausage or ham, two eggs, potatoes or 
grits, and a biscuit or toast. The potatoes 
were excellent, tossed with onions and bits 
of red bell pepper. The biscuit, while tasty, 
seemed to have been in a warmer for a lit­
tle too long and had lost some of its 
oomph. But these are minor quibbles. I 
love a great breakfast in a place where you 
can linger over your meal and refill your 
cup of coffee as many times as you like.

EVERY TIME I VISITED, THE 
Breakfast Klub was hopping. Tables of 
business associates hammering out deals 
mingled with tables of friends or cowork­
ers stopping in for breakfast or lunch. 
Davis supports community businesses 
with a small counter and bulletin board 
holding cards and flyers. One day I even 
saw a musician come in a drop off a stack 
of CDs. As I watched the friendly interac­
tion between the customers and staff, I 
decided this had to be one of the most 
welcoming restaurants I’ve ever visited.

I love breakfast, but on my second trip, 
I thought I’d try a lunch sandwich, just to 
check out the rest of the menu. I opted for 
the chicken “Klub” ($6.75), which comes 
with a pickle spear and your choice of 
chips -in a bag. A marinated chicken 
breast is served on wheat bread, with let­
tuce, tomato, bacon, American and Swiss 
cheese. I found the sandwich to be a little 
too salty for my taste. In a quest to reduce 
the saltiness, I kept removing various 
ingredients, but finally decided the salt

was in the marinade for the chicken. It’s 
tasty, though, and in Breakfast Klub tra­
dition, it’s very satisfying.

I couldn’t visit the Breakfast Klub 
without trying their other signature dish, 
Katfish and Grits ($8.25). This is no small 
meal. A large, perfectly fried catfish fillet 
is served with a mound of grits dripping 
with butter. You also get to choose pota­
toes or eggs and toast or a biscuit. I loved 
this dish. The catfish was piping hot and 
tender with just the right amount of 
crunch to the crust. The grits were sub­
stantial, not the soupy kind you find all 
too frequently. With the thick Texas toast 
and potatoes on the side, this dish was 
perfection. I’ve heard that catfish and . 
grits is a Southern tradition, and I can 
see why it’s popular. I know I’ll be back 
for it again.

THE BREAKFAST KLUB IS OPEN FOR 
breakfast and lunch only, closing at 2 p.m. 
Expect to find it crowded, especially 
around the lunch hour. I’ve never had a 
problem finding a seat, though, so don’t be 
deterred even if you have to drive around 
a bit to find a parking spot. The menu has 
a range of breakfast foods, including 
breakfast sandwiches and omelets, and 
lunch specials are offered as well.

The Breakfast Klub is a friendly, 
welcoming type of place. Visit a few 
times, and you’re one of the family. If 
you’re in the mood for a great breakfast 
and a relaxed atmosphere where you can 
linger over your cup of coffee, then join 
the Klub.

The Breakfast Klub
jlO 3711 Travis

Houston, TX 77002 
713-528-8561

Food: WWW Wl
Service: WWIWW
Value: Wl Wl W Wl 
Scene: W Wl Wl Wl

r = Stay home and eat cereal 
Wl W= Well, if you really must 
Wl W Wl= Fine for all but the finnicky 
WWIWI W=Worth more than a 20-minute drive 
Wl W Wl Wl Wl =As good as you'll find in this city

II
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HOUSE

got sushi ?
try our fresh sushi 

and healthy grilled fish

2241 Richmond Ave 

713-529-3100
(between Kirby Dr and Greenbriar Dr)

energetic, motivated individual

Houston Voice and Eclipse 
have an immediate opening for a 
part-time administrative assistant.

We are looking for a self-starter who is organized, 
accustomed to multi-tasking and proficient in 

Microsoft Word and Excel. We offer a dynamic 
environment, excellent compensation and the 

opportunity for advancement.

All interested individuals are urged to send resumes to:

Houston Voice:
500 Lovett, Suite 500 • Houston, TX 77006
Fax: 713.529.9531 • e-mail: editor@houstonvoice.com
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ISN'T IT TIME?

GET TESTED
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FREE ANONYMOUS HIV/STD TESTING 
% 

Houston Area Community Services
3730 Kirby Dr. Suite 1165 • Houston, TX 77098

713-526-0555 ext 226

homefront ella tyler

Old buildings offer a lot 
to look at in cities and rural 
towns across the nation

Architecture is a joy
MY AFFECTION FOR OLD BUILDINGS 
makes visiting cities like New York, 
Washington and New Orleans very eco­
nomical. Point me toward the gargoyles, 
carved marble or art deco detailing, and 
I’m happy.

Other entertainment is appreciated, 
but not necessary. Old hotels are fine, as 
long as the interesting old detailing has 
been kept and the mattress is good.

I’ve become a fan of the Access 
guidebooks because they describe the 
interesting buildings by address. In 
some cities, including Houston, the 
local chapter of American Institute of 
Architects has prepared a guide to the 
city’s notable architecture. The main 
library has many of them; check one 
out before your next trip and throw it in 
your tote bag.

IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO GET ON AN 
airplane to enjoy old buildings, but it is 
necessary to get off the interstate. As you 
make your spring wildflower pilgrim­
ages, drive into the downtowns of the 
county seats. Old courthouses are rarely 
torn down, although they may be convert­
ed to other use or sadly neglected. They 
are some of our state’s most interesting 
public buildings, and often show definite 
regional touches.

Marshall, in east Texas, has an 
absolutely wonderful old courthouse 
that is under restoration. Jefferson, 
just a few miles up the road, looks 
like it has no buildings that are newer 
than 1900.

Part of my attachment to old build­
ings is that they offer something to look 
at from street level. So many new build­
ing have an interesting shape when seen 
from afar, but that’s all. And of course, 
many don’t even have an interesting 
shape.

ANOTHER IS THAT OLD BUILDINGS 
don’t all look alike. I have become 
increasingly dismayed by the sameness of 
the American landscape. The strip cen­
ters I saw on a recent drive straight down 
the middle of the country looked a lot 
like the strip centers in Houston, Dallas 
and up the East Coast.

And, of course, time has culled out the 
badly built and truly ugly buildings. It’s 
hard enough to preserve good-looking

7

The old Harrison County courthouse in Marshall is 
an example of detailed architecture that catches 
the eye of many tourists. (Photo from 
www.saveourcourthouse.org)

buildings.
This is not to say that I do not appre­

ciate new commercial and residential 
buildings. There are some of both that 
I enjoy looking at, because they do 
the same things that the old buildings 
do — give me something different to 
look at.

There is a house on Houston Avenue, 
near Summer Street, that always catches 
my eye because it has an interesting 
metal work gate over its front door. 
Several houses attract my attention with 
sculpture in the front yard. There was a 
house in Cherryhurst that I admired for 
years because the ceramic light fixtures 
at the front door were the same color as 
that house and its trim — cream, brick 
and turquoise.

This kind of detail takes time and 
attention and inspiration, but it’s proba­
bly cheaper than importing stone carvers 
from Italy.

One source of inspiration is the 
Azalea Trail, which ends this weekend. 
Also, the Galveston Home Tour is the 
first two weekends in May. I’m men­
tioning it now, because otherwise I’ll 
forget.

As a gardener, I suggest people stop 
and smell the roses. I’d also like to pro­
pose that they slow down and admire the 
brickwork.

It is not necessary to get on an airplane to enjoy old 
buildings, but it is necessary to get off the interstate. 

As you make your spring wildflower pilgrimages, drive into 
the downtowns of the county seats.
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® calendar
SATURDAY, MARCH 8
Houston Buyers Club. Free BIA (Bioelectrical Impedance Analysis) 
the first two Saturdays of the month. Hours: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Houston Buyers Club, 3400 Montrose Blvd., Suite 604.713-520-
5288. http://www.houstonbuyersclub.com/bia_testing.html

Houston Outdoor Group. March breakfast at Luby's, Highway 
290 at W. 34th St. Bill and Thomas: 713-526-6963.

HOG: 713-KAMP OUT.

EVERY SATURDAY
All-Spanish Worship Service/Noche Espiritual 6 p.m. Resurrection 
Metropolitan Community Church, 2026 W. 11th. 713-303-3409 or 
713-861-9149.

After Hours. KRFT 90.1 FM. 1-4 a.m.

Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 11 p.m.-2 a.m. at Viviana's. 
713-830-3000.
Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a.m. 281-437-0636.

Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.

Lambda Center. Alcoholics Anonymous. 11:30 a.m. Eye Opener 
Group, 8 p.m. Saturday Night Live, 9:30 p.m. Willing Ones 
Group. 1201W. Clay. 713-521-1243 or 713-528-9772. 
www.lambdahouston.org.

Q-Patrol. Volunteers walk the streets to help prevent hatexrimes.
9: 30 p.m. Convene at community center. 713-528-SAFE.
E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com

St Stephen’s Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 
713-528-6665.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in, noon-5 p.m. •
TATS (Texas Association for Transsexual Support), 3 p.m. • 
3400 Montrose, Suite 207. 713-524-3818.
www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

SUNDAY, MARCH 9
S.I.S.T.ER.S. (Sharing Inner Strength, Encouragement & Realistic 
Support). A support group for African-American lesbians. 3:30 
p.m. Houston GLBT Community Center, 3400 Montrose, Suite 207 
713-695-8089.

TGRA-Houston. Local gay rodeo group's chapter meeting, 2 p.m.
All are welcome. Michael's Outpost, 1419 Richmond. 
713-520-8446.

EVERY SUNDAY
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8:30 &
10: 50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.

Center for Spiritual Living. Services at 11 a.m., for children at . 
10:50 a.m. 6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808. The center also has com­
mitment ceremonies, metaphysical bookstore and classes.

Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Sunday School for 
children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org.

Community of Kindred Spirits in Beaumont Worship at 6 p.m. 
1575 Spindietop Ave., Beaumont, Texas. 409-813-2055.
E-mail: cksrev3@netzero.net

Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal Baptist Service 9:30 a.m. & 
education hour 11 a.m. 713-668-8830.

Emerson Unitarian Church. Adult education, 10 a.m. Service, 11 
a.m. Lunch at noon, www.emersonhou.org.
First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 10 a.m.
Christian Education, 11:30 a.m. 713-468-9543 or fcc-houston.org.

First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. 
Brunch at 10:30 a.m. 713-526-5200. church@firstuu.org.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 9 p.m.-midnight at Club Inergy. 
713-830-3000.
Gay Catholics of St Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m. worship service.
Dinner and social, alexcam@wt.net. 713-623-0930.

GLOBAL Gay Lesbian Or Bisexual Alliance. University of Houston 
GLBT student group meeting. 2 p.m. at the Houston Lesbian & Gay 
Community Center, 3400 Montrose, Suite 207.713-524-3818. 
www.uh.edu/~global. E-mail: global@bayou.uh.edu.

Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. Service
10: 30 a.m. 713-528-3269.

Houston Roughnecks Rugby Club. Practice from 4-6 p.m. For more 
information, log on to www.roughnecksrugby.org.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m.-noon. Memorial Park at the Tennis 
Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

Lambda Center. Alcoholics Anonymous. 9:30 a.m. Came to 
Believe Group. 1201W. Clay. 713-521-1243 or 713-528-9772. 
www.lambdahouston.org.
Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. 10 a.m. service. 3333 
Fannin, Suite 106.713-528-6756.

Northwoods Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:45 &
11: 15 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 281-298-2780.

Resurrection MCC. Services, 9 and 11 a.m. Children and Youth 
Sunday School, 10 a.m. Children's service, 11 a.m. 713-861-9149.

St Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Eucharist, Rite 1,7:45 a.m.;
Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 8:55 a.m.; Education hour, 10 a.m.; Choral 
Eucharist, 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.

Sunday Brunch. For HIV-positive men. 11 a.m. Riva's, 1117 Missouri 
St. Paul, 713-880-0690. e-mail: PoznBuff@aol.com.

The Women's Group. Meeting and discussion. 10:45 a.m. 
713-529-8571.
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation. Adult discussion, 9 
a.m. Service, 11:15 a.m. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.

Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St. Service, 
10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.

Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum, 10 a.m. Service, 11 
a.m. 713-686-5876.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in, 2-6 p.m. • GLBT 
Community Church with Rev. Melissa Wood: Bible study, 10-10:45 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.geocities.com/glbtcc • LOAF (Lesbians 
Over Age Fifty), 2 p.m. • 3400 Montrose, Suite 207.713-524-3818. 
www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

MONDAY, MARCH 10
EVERY MONDAY
Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in),11:30 a.m.-l p.m. 
6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808.

Free HIV Testing. Houston Area Community Services. 9 a.m.-noon 
at Joseph-Hines Clinic, 1710 West 25th St. 713-526-0555, ext. 

231,227 or 226.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m.-midnight. Keys West. 
713-830-3000.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830-3000.

Gay Fathers/Fathers First Support group. 8-9:30 p.m. Bering 
Memorial United Methodist Church. Tom, 713-726-8736.
www.geocities.com/gaydadshouston/

Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, 
ext. 208.
Houston Roughnecks Rugby Club. Practice from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
For more information, log on to www.roughnecksrugby.org.

Kolbe Project Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.

Lambda Center. Alcoholics Anonymous. 8 p.m. Beginners' 
Group. 1201W. Clay. 713-521-1243 or 713-528-9772. 
www.lambdahouston.org.

Montrose Clinic. Offers weekly peer support groups for gay and 
bisexual men with HIV. Spanish speaking group meets, 6:30 p.m. 
215 Westheimer. 713-830-3050. Grupo de Apoyo para Latinos gay 
y bisexuales VIH positives. Lunes 6:30. Para mas informacion 
llama al 713-830-3025.

Queer Voices Radio Show. 8-10 p.m. KPFT 90.1.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 p.m. • HRC PAC 
(Human Rights Campaign Political Action Committee), 7 p.m. • 3400 
Montrose, Suite 207 713-524-3818. www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

TUESDAY, MARCH 11
EVERY TUESDAY
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang, 11 a.m. 713-526-1017 

Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in),11:30 a.m.-l p.m. 
6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808.

Free HIV Testing. Houston Area Community Services. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at Joseph-Hines Clinic, 1710 West 25th St. 713-526-0555, ext. 231, 

227 or 226.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m.-midnight at Club 
Houston. Also 4-8 p.m. at 611 Club, 611 Hyde Park. 713-830-3000. 

Gay youth. New program for young gay males, ages 18-29.7 p.m. 
614 Avondale. 713-533-9786.

Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support group. 7 p.m

Houston Women’s Rugby Team. No experience necessary. Practice,
6: 30-8:30. Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.

Introduction to Buddhism. All welcome at 634 W. Temple in the 
Heights. 7 p.m. Carlton, 713-862-8129.

Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom. 
No partner needed. Beginner 2 Step, Waltz, Shuffle & Swing. 8:30 
p.m. 713-528-9192.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 p.m. • Pride 
Committee of Houston general meeting, 7 p.m. • 400 Montrose, 
Suite 207.713-524-3818. www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12
EVERY WEDNESDAY
Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in), 11:30 a.m.-l p.m.; 
SOM Discussion & Exploration, 7 p.m. 6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808.

Crystal Meth Anonymous (CMA). 8:15 p.m. meeting. Montrose 
Counseling Center, 701 Richmond Ave., Room 15.

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Support Network Pot 
Luck Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Various support groups, 7 p.m. 713-526-1017 

Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St Stephen's Episcopal. 713-526-6665. 

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 4-8 p.m. at Mary's; 9 p.m.-mid­
night at Ripcord; 10 p.m.-l a.m. at EJ's; 10 p.m.-l a.m. at 
Midtowne Spa. 713-830-3000.

Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m.-l p.m. 2015 Thomas 
St. OraSure method. Call for appointment Sharon, 713-873-4157.

Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal, 7-9 p.m. 1307 Yale. 713-528-4379.

Houston Roughnecks Rugby Club. Practice from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
For more information, log on to www.roughnecksrugby.org.

Houston Tennis Club. 7:00-9 p.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 
Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Resurrection MCC. 713-861-9149.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in, 2-9 p.m. • Free HIV 
testing, counseling, 6-9 p.m. • 3400 Montrose, Suite 207.713-524- 
3818. www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

THURSDAY, MARCH 13
Lesbian & Gay Immigration Rights Task Force-Houston. Meeting. 
8 p.m. Chris, 713-426-3128. E-mail: lgirtf-houston@egroups.com.

EVERY THURSDAY
BiNet Houston. Group for bisexuals; everyone welcome.
7: 30 p.m. Hobbit Cafe, 2240 Portsmouth, www.flash.net/~bihouse. 
713-467-4380.

Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in),11:30 a.m.-l p.m. 
6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808.

Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235. 
www.communitygospel.org.

Free HIV Testing. Houston Area Community Services. 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. at Joseph-Hines Clinic, 1710 West 25™ St. Also 11 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. at Gallery Medical Clinic, 5900 North Freeway, and Club Toyz 
from 9 p.m.-midnight. 713-526-0555, ext. 231,227 or 226.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 4-8 p.m. at The Outpost; 8 
p.m.- midnight at Brazos River Bottom and Cousins; 10 p.m.-l a.m. 
at Toyz Disco. 713-830-3000.

FrontRunners. Running club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.
Web site: http://home.swbell.net/larathon/houfr.htm .
E-mail: larathon@swbell.net.

GLOBAL. Gay, Lesbian or Bisexual Alliance at the
University of Houston-Central Campus. Weekly meeting, 6 p.m. 
e-mail: nguyen0023@hotmail.com.

Hep C Recovery. Support group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, 
Ext 211.

Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience necessary. Practice, 
6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.

Lambda Skating Club. 8 p.m. Tradewinds Skating Rink. 
www.neosoft.com/~lrsc. 713-523-9620.

Montrose Clinic. Offers weekly peer support groups for gay and 
bisexual men with HIV. English speaking group meets, 6:30 p.m. 
215 Westheimer 713-830-3050.

Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. No partner required. 
Brazos River Bottom. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.

Recovery From Food Addiction (RFA). Meeting for 12-step pro­
gram open to all. Noon-1 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 
1805 W. Alabama St RFA: 713-673-2848.
www.geocities.com/rfa77235/. E-mail: rfaworldservice@aol.com.

Spanish Charla Conversation Group. Cafe Agora, 7 p.m. E-mail 
charlahouston@msn.com. 713-416-7203.

Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop in 2-9 p.m. • Montrose 
Writers Project, 7 p.m. • Monthly volunteer meeting, 7 p.m. • 3400 
Montrose, Suite 207.713-524-3818. www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

FRIDAY, MARCH 14
EVERY FRIDAY
Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in), 11:30 a.m.-l p.m. 
6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m.-2 a.m. at The Meatrack; 
10 p.m.-l a.m. at EJ's and at Midtowne Spa. 713-830-3000.

Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m.-l p.m.
2015 Thomas St. OraSure method. Call for appointment. Sharon, 
713-873-4157

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 
713-830-3000.
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (H AT.C.H.) Meeting, 
7-10 p.m. 713-942-7002.

Houston Tennis Club. 7:00-9 p.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 
Center. Houstontennisclub.org

Kolbe Project Morning prayer, 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.
Mishpachat Alizim. GLBT Jewish congregation. Sabbath services 
at 8 p.m. on the second Friday of each month at Baby Barnabys, 
602 Fairview. Monthly study groups with Congregation Beth 
Israel, 5600 North Braeswood. Mishpachat Alizim, P.O. Box 
980136, Houston, TX 77098. 866-841-9139, ext. 1834.

Q-Patrol. Volunteers walk the streets to help prevent hate crimes. 
9:30 p.m. Convene at community center. 713-528-SAFE. E-mail: 
qpatrolinc@aol.com

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 p.m. • Women's 
Game Night, 7:30 p.m. • 3400 Montrose, Suite 207.713-524-3818. 
www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

VOLUNTEER/SELF-HELP
Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston. Volunteers offer a friendly 
ear to callers in need of information, nonjudgmental support, crisis 
intervention and referral services, emergency shelter and advocacy 
services to crime survivors who may need someone to accompany 
them to a hospital for medical attention or assistance in filing a 
police report. 713-529-3211.
HoP-ON. Anyone can join this non-profit moderated e-mail 
announcement list that helps facilitate advocacy work and organ­
izing efforts for gay Houstonians. Quantity of postings is strictly 
limited. Postings include press releases and action alerts from 
national, state and local gay and allied organizations. For info or to 
join, access www.groups.yahoo.com/group/HoP-ON/.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Volunteers perform a variety 
of critical tasks which include staffing the information desk dur­
ing drop-in hours; helping with center programming and events; 
working on community outreach efforts, fund-raising and public­
ity. Card players, writers and artists in particular are needed. 
713-524-3818.

Peer Listening Line. Youth only. Staffed by GLBT youth for gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender and questioning youth. 5-10 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. 800-399-PEER.
Pride Committee of Houstorr Volunteers sought for Pride 2003 
preparations. This is the 25™ Pride celebration, www.pridehous- 
ton.org. E-mail: volunteers@pridehouston.org.

To an even*'ca" 713-529-8490, fax
Vi? at 713-529-9531, or e-mail editor® 

houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m.

appts
a weekly guide to arts & entertainment 

activities for gay Houstonians

SPECIAL
THIS WEEKEND
Let Us Entertain You (LUEY) Weekend this year is 
March 6-9 at several clubs in Houston. The event 
offers food, cocktails and socializing in Houston for 
people after Mardi Gras in New Orleans. Host bars 
include EJ's, Mary's...Naturally, the Outpost, the 
Ripcord, Brazos River Bottom and Rich's. Cost: Free 
for out-of-town guests; $15 donation requested from 
in-town participants. Registration limited to the first 
1,000 people. Houston Council of Clubs, P.O. Box 
667486, Houston, TX 77266. www.lueyweekend.com

NEXT WEEK
"Halfway to 100" is Bob Bouton's fund-raiser/party 
to celebrate his 50^ birthday and raise money for 

the non-profit Assistance Fund, which helps people 
with HIV/AIDS. The event will include a small 
reception and hors d'oeuvres, followed by an 
evening of entertainment The reception begins at 
7 p.m., and the show kicks off at 8 p.m. Saturday, 
March 15. EJ's, 2517 Ralph. 713-527-9071.

MUSIC
Lesbian rocker Michelle 
Malone takes the stage this 
week at Houston's Rhythm 
Room, along with Austin 
musician Ginger Leigh.

■ ■

THURSDAY, MARCH 13
Musicians Michelle Malone and Ginger Leigh bring 
their brand of rock'n'roll, jazz, funk and blues to 
Houston next weekend. Atlanta-based Malone has 
played and toured extensively with the Indigo 
Girls, as well as carving a successful solo career 
for herself. Leigh is a fifth-generation musician 
from Austin who has just released her latest 
recording of original tunes, "Charge Laughing." 
9 p.m. The Rhythm Room, 1815 Washington. 

713-995-5251. www.rhythmroomhouston.com. 
www.gleigh.com.www.michellemalone.com.

FILM
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, 
MARCH 8 AND 9
"Secret Lives: Hidden Children and Their Rescuers 
during WWII," directed by Aviva Slesin, recounts 
how non-Jews, at great personal risk, took young 
Jews into their homes to save children from the 
Nazis. Interviews with survivors examine how the 
extraordinary experience affected their sense of fam­
ily, as well as their personal and religious identities.
7 p.m. Tickets: $6. Museum of Fine Arts Houston, 
Caroline Wiess Law Building, corner of Main Street 
and Bissonnet/Binz. 713-639-7515. www.mfah.org.

GALLERIES
THROUGH MARCH 9
Museum of Fine Arts Houston presents "Old Masters, 
Impressionists, and Moderns: French Masterworks 
from the State Pushkin Museum, Moscow" in an 
ongoing exhibit The showing brings together 76 land­
mark French paintings from one of the world's great 
museums of fine arts. It includes Impressionist and 
Post-impressionist works by Degas, van Gogh, Monet 
and Renoir, plus early Modern works by Bonnard, 
Breque, Matisse and Picasso. Admission:, $7 Museum 
of Fine Arts Houston, Audrey Jones Beck Building, 
5601 Main St 713-639-7300. www.mfah.org.

ONGOING
Gulf Coast Archives & Museum of GLBT History 
Satellite Exhibition. The first exhibition from the GCAM 
collection presented at the Houston GLBT Community 
Center honors the NAMES Project Houston. 
Community Center, 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Positive Art Workshop Photography Exhibition.
Artists living with HIV/AIDS created these pictures 
with accompanying text. Houston GLBT Community 
Center, 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
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REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Coastal Connection, LLC
REALTY GROLP

RATED # 1 BEACH IN THE U.S. Apalachicola, 
Cape San Blas, Indian Pass, St. George Island. 
Homes/lots for sale! Call Stanton Ward or Robby 
Payton toll free (866) 653-1800. “Get Connected” 
www. thecoastalconnection. com.

TO SELL YOUR HOME, YOU 
HAVE TO LIST IT

Call us to list your property today & take advan­
tage of the sellers market! Call Nathan @ (877) 
863-1885 ext 223.

SALE/
MIDTOWN / MONTROSE / DOWNTOWN / 
MUSEUM DISTRICT 3/2, utility room. 410 
Drew. $185,000/negotiable (lots listing for 
$200K). For sale by owner. (832) 630-4117.

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Is your 
home special? Tell our readers about it. Guar­
antee they will see it with our new features. 
Bold or box your ad for added attraction. Con­
tact our customer service reps for more details. 
(877) 863-1885.

RENT/
HEIGHTS GARAGE APT Recent construc­
tion. Quiet Cul-de-sac. 1/1/1. CHA, range, 
fridge, DW, WD, walk-in closet, garage door 
opener. All utils paid incl cable. Sorry, no 
pets. $850/mo. References & credit check. 
(713) 864-7007.

RENT IT FAST with our new features. Draw 
attention to your ad by using our bold or box 
feature. Contact our customer service reps for 
more details. (877) 863-1885.

SHARE / HOUSTON
GALLERIA TH Male ISO roommate to shr 3/3. 
$425/mo. Call (713) 869-5389.

HEIGHTS / OAK FOREST Spacious 3/3 in gay­
friendly area. Hdwds, priv BA, many amenities. 
Minutes to Galleria, Montrose or Downtown. $450/ 
mo + 1/3 bills. Small dep. (713) 943-8212.

MONTROSE AREA ISO M <to shr w/ M; com­
pletely furnished 2 BR apt. on ground fir; ideal for 
person looking for a quiet, secure environment. 
$320/mo incl utils & phone use locally. Must be 
drug free! Financially stable. Reference recom­
mendations reqd. (713) 521-1712.

NW HOUSTON GWF, NS/no drugs. Shr House, 
priv BR, BA, many amenities. $400/mo + 1/2 utils. 
(281) 970-7912.

SE 610 LOOP area. Lrg 3 BR house to shr, Irg 
swimming pool, bills paid. $400/mo. (713) 941- 
4646.

COMMITMENT 
CEREMONIES
ANNOUNCE YOUR UNION The Houston Voice 
is proud to announce the addition of a 
“Commitment Ceremonies” category to our Clas­
sified listings. When making arrangements for 
your Union, don’t forget to include the most im­
portant aspect of all...announcing the date. Pub­
lishing your union is easy & simple. Call (877) 863- 
1885 ext 223 to put the finishing touches on your 
ceremony.

EMPLOYMENT
A 30 SECOND COMMUTE Serious $$ potential. 
Home-based business. Full training. Free info. 
Call or visit: (888) 304-1643 
www.BuildBigDreams.com.

EXTRA INCOME $250-$500/week, helping the 
US government file HUD/SHA mortgage refunds. 
No experience necessary. Will train to work from 
home. Call TPI Research (800) 589-8891.

HOUSEKEEPER THE LOVETT INN Houston’s 
premier gay owned & operated lodging facility is 
now accepting applications for a PT or FT house­
keeper. Weekdays & weekends reqd. For more info 
or to receive an application call us at (713) 528- 
6433 between 11:00am & 4:00 PM, Mon-Fri. Or 
send us your info (with photo) to Fax (713) 528- 
6708 or
Love ttlnn@aol. com.

GROUPS
WERE YOU A PENTACOSTAL? Want to get 
back to basics? Got to worship? Need to pray? (936) 
931-3761. WGB1947@cs.com

LOCAL 
ACCOMMODATIONS
MONTROSE INN On yeur next visit to Houston 
stay w/ us! We offer a 7 room B&B incl queen beds, 
CATV & phone. Convenient to 15 gay bars. (713) 
520-0206 or (800) 357-1228. Visit our website @ 
www.montroseinn.com .

THE LOVETT INN Distinctive lodging & cater­
ing accommodations. Corporate meeting rooms, 
banquet facilities, jacuzzi suites, pool & hot tubs. 
Near downtown, museums & medical center. (713) 
522-5224 or (800) 779-5224. View our website at 
www.lovettinn.com.

THE ROUNDUP CAMPGROUND gay 
campground just opened! Check us at 
www.roundupcampground.com or call 
(361) 588-6954. Get your reservations in 
today!

TRAVEL / U.S.A. 

FORT LAUDERDALE rentals. Affordable daily, 
weekly, monthly rates. Vacation/jelocation, 2003 
season avail. (877) 927-0090.
www.LibertySuites.com

GOING ON VACATION?
CHECK THE VOICE 1ST

for the best spots & deals!!
Call Lavell, to place your ad! (877) 863-1885 ext 
260.

HILTON HEAD, SC Planning to relocate? Need a 
vacation? Make your plans now to come to beauti­
ful beaches of Hilton Head, South Carolina. Long 
term rentals or limited short term rentals. See 
some of our property listings at 
http://homelistings.tripod.com/. Feel free to send 
inquiries to
Melroselongterm@aol.com.

MARDI GRAS Historic Garden District home. 
Luxury & privacy 1 block from parades & easy ac­
cess to French Quarter. Hot tub & all amenities! 
Sleeps 6-10. (888) 903-0925. 
www.MaisonCarondelet.com.

TRAVEL TICKETS
MEXICO CARIBBEAN VEGAS & the World. 
Great packages ASAP Cruise & Travel book-online 
www.travelASAP.netwww.funjetASAP.com. (866) 
858-ASAP (2727).

BUY / SELL
LOG ONTO WWW.FREEWITHLOVE.COM for 
GLBT community new radio, measage forums, 
chat, personals & shopping.

VEHICLES
RUN IT ’TILL YOU SELL IT. Take advan­
tage of our new “Run it ’till you sell it” pro­
motional. Place an ad to sell your car and 
email a photo of the car and run the ad un­
til it sells. It’s only $39.99. Call our friend­
ly staff toll free today! (877) 863-1885.

MAIL ORDER
CABOOSE PRESS BOOKS Discover Dixon- 
Stalward’s classy, intelligent gay erotic fiction. 
www.tallgaywriter.com

ATTENTION: HOME BASED BUSINESS Im­
prove your family’s financial future. FT/PT. Free 
Info. Full training. (888) 571-7382 or 
www.fantastic-life.com.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
CREATIVE LIGHTING For all of your lighting 
needs! Indoor, outdoor, accent, chandeliers & se­
curity. Serving both residential & commercial cus­
tomers. (832) 274-7141 or via email: 
professor_busa@msn.com.

STARTING A NEW BUSINESS? Remodeling or 
closing? Let ROYAL FIXTURES help you! We buy 
& sell, new & used fixtures, furniture & equip­
ment. Gondola, shelving, glass displays, showcas­
es, light & heavy duty pallet racking. Larry (832) 
b73-9988.

YOU BUILD HOMES...
I BUILD ADS FOR YOUR SUCCESS! Call me, 
Rodney, to place your Home Improvement ad with 
Houston Voice Classifieds (877) 863-1885 ext 247.

RECONSTRUCT Call for a free estimate for all 
your remodeling needs. (713) 545-7452. Satisfac­
tion guaranteed.

MOVING
FRENCH’S MOVING SERVICE Local & Sate 
Wide, ww.ahoustonmover.com. (713) 861-1212.

PHOTOGRAPHY
www.MightyMen.com. Erotic, nudes, 
underwear & muscle photography by Jon 
Royce.

MASSAGE
MASSAGE BY KEN Experience stress relief. 
Convenient Montrose location. By appt only. 
Uam-8pm. RMT #028519. KEN CLAUDE. (713) 
240-9598.

MASSAGE: THERAPEUTIC, SWEDISH, 
sports, deep tissue, myotherapy, relaxation thera­
py. Jason, college guy. Memorial Park & Montrose 
Studios. (713) 524-5400.
www.sizzlingmassage.com

BODY MAGIC Swedish, sports, deep tissue. Mon­
trose. In/out. lOam-lOpm. Dan (713) 529-8787 or 
(713) 857-1009.

TOCAR THERAPEUTIC TOUCH Estevan & 
Jeff. (713) 802-0439 or visit us on the web 
www.inkworkx.com/massage.htm.

AIKI YOGA MASSAGE Come and relax with me. 
(832) 687-5786 or visit me on the web 
www. aikiyoga .com.

RYAN FUGATE Therapeutic Massage & 
body-work; RMT,NMT. Gift certificates avail! (713) 
269-7926.

Answers to this week’s 
Q puzzle on Page 23



HOUSTON VOICE www.houstonvoice.com CLASSIFIEDS MARCH 7, 2003 23

CLASSIFIEDS
DEEP TISSUE / SPORTS MASSAGE David 
Crawford. RMT located in the Heights, profes­
sional only. Pager (281) 262-5191.

MASSAGE BY ROLAND Full body relaxtion. 
Melt away your holiday pains. Call (713) 942-2399.

MASSAGE BY BILL All Knotted Up Massage. 
Incalls/outcalls. Sam-10pm. 7-days/wk. Excellent 
rates. Call Bill (713) 283-8378.

SWEDISH MASSAGE BY PATRICK Relaxation, 
Myotherapy, deep tissue. $60/1.5hrs; $50/hr. (RMT 
#024589) (713) 739-0087. (713) 501-9852, 
deeptissueman2@aol.com.

MASSAGE BY RAUL Voted 2002 “BEST MAS- 
SAGE” in Houston by Texas Triangle readers. 
Nationally certified Therapist.
✓Preferred 1.5 Hrs...$75
✓1 Hr...$60
✓1st time visitors get 20% disc!!
Jacuzzi before &/or after massage avail in priv 
tropical setting. Call (832) 524-7700 or (713) 527- 
0400.

DATING 
MEET YOUR COMPANION!! 1 900 988 
3008, ext 5449. $2.99/min. Must be 18 yrs. Serv- 
U (619) 645-8434.

BODY & SOOL 
WANT TO LOOK GOOD IN YOUR JOCK? 
Burn fat! Boost energy! Food cravings you’ll 
BLOCK! (888) 373-6760.

MAXIMIZE YOUR PLEASURE NATURAL­
LY This revolutionary, natural product offers 
men a safe way to maintain, revitalize & en­
hance sexual experience*. Increase your sex 
drive by calling (886) 326-8281.
*These statements have not been evaluated by 
the FDA. This product is not intended to diag­
nose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

PERSONALS I WOMEN

BODY GROOMING Dale. Priv location in Mon­
trose. Call (713) 529-5952 for appt.

SHORT SPIKEY RED HAIR Hi, I’m Tara. I’m 
thin, have a dog, work in real estate. Im looking 
for someone nice, sweet, attractive & good heart­
ed. Please be single. I enjoy coffee, clubbing & 
malls. I also want someone who doesn’t mind stay­
ing at home to watch a movie. OutfaLine 307170 
(3/27)

PERSONALS IN HOUSTON
Go to our website to submit your per­
sonal ad now. The ads will be stored and assigned 
a voicemail box for publication; there will also be a 
Voicelink assigned to the ad which will allow our on­
line users to click on your Voice-link & send you an 
e-mail. Please make sure you submit your ad with 
an e-mail address. You can also call us toll free (877) 
863-1885.

IBISEXOAL

PERSONALS I MEN

PWM 59, PERFECT HEALTH ISO singles & 
couples for a nice friendship. My name is Mario. 
Call me.
BOX 330257 passcode 5343

PERSONALS IN HOUSTON
Go to our website to submit your per­
sonal ad now. The ads will be stored and assigned 
a voicemail box for publication; there will also be a 
Voicelink assigned to the ad which will allow our on­
line users to click on your Voice-link & send you an 
e-mail. Please make sure you submit your ad with 
an e-mail address. You can also call us toll free (877) 
863-1885.

GLANCES / MEN
PARTING GLANCES? LOCKED EYES but 
couldnt speak? This is for you. Let him know how 
much you wanted him. He will respond. Submit 
your ad today online at www.houstonvoice.com to 
place your Glances ad.

AUDIO / VIDEO
BARBER SHOP VIDEO Flat tops, crew cuts, 
long to short.
www.barbershopvideo.com (225) 698-9053.

'^1

-’

BOLD it or BOX it
Contact us for the POWER (877) 863-1885 TOLL FREE 

in-person at 500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 200 Houston 
by fax (888) 409 6768 TOLL FREE

by web www.houstonvoice.com/classads

0F$5DESIGN

^ii e os
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1615

19

29 30

38 4039

46

48 49 50

51

56 58 59

62 63

6665

“Best in Show”

10

Across
I. "Ed Wood" Best Supporting 

Actor Martin
7. Where T.E. Lawrence traveled
I1. Gen. Stuart (contemporary of 

Stonewall)
14. Noel Coward's"the World 

in Eighty Days"
15. River of the land of Margaret 

Cho's ancestors
16. Bobby of hockey
17. "Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf"

Best Supporting Actress
19. Eminem's mentor Dr. 
20. Nemesis of Tinkerbell
21. Meeting with Niles Crane
23. Org. for the celebs in this puzzle
26. Nonpornographic raw material

' 27. Not potent
28. Splits, with "out"
30. Sake
33. "Together"(1992 flick)
34. Locale of Da Vinci's "Last Supper"
35. Frequently, to Whitman
38. Angelina's tomb-raiding role
39. Family flower?
40. Lesbos, for one
41. W. H. Auden's tongue
42. Pigeon, Tenn, (home of

Anita Bryant Music Mansion)
43. Halliwell's partner
44. Opera tenor Caruso

46.101, 102,103, etc.
47. "That's a wrap!"
49. Singer Spencer
50. Squeak in "The Color Purple"
51. Open, to Billie Jean
54. "'Good Day' the Scarecrow"
56. Robin Williams' home planet, in 

a sitcom
57. "American Beauty" Best Actor
62. Sgt. Leonard Matlovich, e.g.
63. "Glen or Glenda: Two Uves"
64. Used the Divine Miss M's name 

in vain?
65. Organ pleasured by Britten
66. Gas brand in the land of k.d.lang
67. Awards won by five actors in

this puzzle

Down
1. Sixth notes in "Do-Re-Mi"
2. Constellation over Sydney or Rio
3. No to Rimbaud
4. Milk candy
5. "Alice Doesn't Live Here "
6. Milk source
7. "Atlas Shrugged" author Rand
8. Lots of lesbians, to Melissa

Etheridge
9. What Washington couldn't tell
10. Tchaikovsky or Nureyev
11. "The Accused" Best Actress
12. Billy Bean boo-boo

Answers on Page 22

13. George of "The Gay Sisters"
18. Shrek's shoe size, perhaps
22. Where to see Goth Talk
23. Alfred Kinsey's tool
24. "The Practical Heart" novelist

Gurganus
25. "My Fair Lady" Best Director
29. Latina writer Castillo
30. Paul Lynde's "Beach Blanket "
31. "Showboat"'s "Nobody

But Me"
32. Harry of the Mattachine Society
34. Fashion designer Jacobs
36. What comes out in spring
37. Like a nervous Nellie
39. Waikiki paste
40. Sportscaster Cross
42. Title character in a McNally play
43. His mother made him a 

heterosexual
45. Edvard Grieg's land (obbr.)
46. Major screwup
47. Make up
48. Lover of Dali, perhaps
49.069-69-0069, e.g.
52. Phallic swimmers
53. Part of YSL
55. Military cross-dresser Jeanne
58. Possible commitment ceremony vow
59. Tennessee's country, once (abbr.)
60. Always, to Emily Dickinson
61. Stat for EseroTuaolo
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Jerry W. W 
Simoneaux, Jr.

attorney at law

713-227-1717
Legal Protection for
GLBT Families
Houston, Texas

law.Simoneaiix.com

Not Certified, Jeus Board of Legal Speciaiizatien

TWf PIACC
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

Codper^

1307 Fairview 
(3 blocks west of Montrose) 

713-529-1414

Portraits

www.davidlewisimages.com

Michael Tank!
DJ South Beach

Studio
Location

davld lewis 
IMAGES

Events

Alignments 
Brakes

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

Jim Choate 
Funeral Director

Owner

Unexcelled Service!
Reasonably Priced!

9926 Jones Road 281.8979823

WEB SITE DESIGN

WWW.HJRDESIGN.COM
713-443-8988

Does not inciwe 
HOSTING OR DOMAIN REGISTRATION

1 /3 OFF 
Regular Rates 

WITH THIS AD

Call today to
j SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

All Consultations 
are Free

FREE

Admission to
Video Arcade 

w/coupon

Bizarre Times
Body Toxin Remover • Smoke Shop • Club Wear 

Adult novelties • Body Jewelry • Dance Wear • Perfumes
Adult Arcade • Couple’s Theater • Open 24-Hours 

8261 Richmond • Houston, TX 77063 • 713-532-9990

BVY
I DVD/VHS 

and get 2nd
DVD/VHS

of equal or leser value

FREE
w/coupom

Call 713.529.8490 to place your ad in the directory!
r . — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — ...... — — — — — — — — — — — - n 

Classified Order Form Toll Free: Fax 1-888-409-6768, Phone 1-877-863-1885 !
TO PLACE AN AO:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, Suite 200. BY MAIL Mail completed order 
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX, 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 1-877-863-1885. 
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 1-888-409-6768. BY E-MAIL: Visit www.houstonvoice.com to place your order online. 
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation.

Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at noon.

PICK YOUR 
CATEGORY

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

RATE $17.50:
HIV Services & Education
Volunteers
Non-Profit Organizations

Announcements
Auditions
Employment-Seeking
Pets-Free or Lost & Found
Roommates
Personal Web sites

Auto Repair-
Business Opportunities
Entertainment
Help Wanted
Help Wanted-Seeking
Home Improvement
Items For Sale
Licensed Massage
Moving Services
 Professional Services

CATEGORY:r# OF ISSUES: 

TEXT: , ______  

Real Estate For Rent
Real Estate For Sale

*1-20 words, additional words 75tf

Web posting included on all ads.

Call 1-877-863-1885 
for other categories

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

AD RATES
Up to 20 words for $17.50 per week. Additional words at 75tf each per week.

All ads posted on the Web for free.

Up to 20 words: $17.50 
Additional words x 75tf: 

Photo/logo: 35.00 (per week)  

Boxed ad: 5.00 (per week) 

- Bold ad: 5.00 (per week)  

Hyperlink on Web: 2.00 (per week) 

Subtotal: x# of issues
Total: $

Name: ■ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _  ■ •

Address: __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
 City State Zip  

 Phone_ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC QVISA
Card # Exp. /
Signature  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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PROFISSIONAL SERVICES

Massage
by Ken

713-240-9598

Ken Claude RMT#28519

Montrose
Hardwood Floors 
1 Bed room/I Bath 

$700 p/m 
0*11713^8-5218 

Ask for Ellie

>• .-J

713-725-9739

«> s
&

massage therapy

Ssrai

‘.zSizV‘’
‘ J..

G[t certificates

MASSAG! 
feel Awesome 
manmassage.net

713.942.2399
♦ Montrose Location
« 7 days/evenings
• Visa/Mastercard
* Outcalls welcome

W i.

S TT A R.

713.447.8912

Put my hands on two 

2 for 1 Valentine’s 
Day Offer 

$120for90mhittie 

fall bodv massage 

stressredwtion^^ 

relaxation

HAMODUCnONS
Qftpoifitmmls

J 201 Westheimer Sic. D 

Houston TX 77006 
713.524.77S5

Hair Salw

—— ......................... ..

j®.

3 *

' -5 '

DAVID CRAWFORD

Registered Massage 

Therapist

Specializing in
Deep Tissue/Sports

located in the Heights S''"
By appointment only.

281-262-5191 Professional Only
Pager

SWEDISH MASSAGE

Special: 50% off for people who have gone through Body Positive

By Appointment: 
Patrick 713-522-5971 

RMT 032664

• Theraputic • Full Body
• Relaxation

• Deep Tissue 
Reflexology Treatments

TOUCH

Massage Therapist
J IBy Waxing Available ,

BEST MASSAGE

mHmI

NATIONALLY CERTIFIED THERAPIST

IN HOUSTON BY TRIANGLE READERS

PREFERRED 1.5 HOURS.............. *75
1 HOUR ...................  -...........*60

1st VISIT— 20% DISCOUNT!

Jacuzzi Before and/or After Massage 
Available in Private Tropical Setting

CALL 832.524.7700

if your hair isn’t 

BECOMING to you, then 

you should BE COMING to me.

DON GILL
STUDIO 911

713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

■> ' /

cn

1

5Ea io us puinpaas
Maxium Control Hyperemiation (Vacuum) System

Polymer Cylinders with a welded flange for an air tight seal 
Brass construction pump with an accurate pressure guage 

ifpage Age hose material, easy grip handle, quick connects 
^Cylinders in stock up to 4" x 12''

713-944-6010 eros1207.com
1207 Spencer Hwy
I-45 So. exit left on College

-J

A'AV-V.vr-lvA ■Y* ■Xr*-? jK* >

Specializing in relationships, 
both personal and professional, 

and in transitions in life.

l)oiini^l)av 
c.i^fe Coach ;

Helping you find your passion 
is my purpose...

4040 Milam, Suite 310 
713.467.8748 or 832.283.7390 
E-mail: donnie@donnieday.com 

www.donnieday.com

Reality Therapy Certified

>- 
co 

T3
=3 
CO

co 
■a 
c= 
o 
s

co 
c 
O) 
E

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Richard W. Fletcher

• Neck/Back Pain
• Auto/Work Injury

• Medicare/Medicaid

1245 Yale • 713-862-3897
In The "Heights" at 13th & Yale 

(Yale is 1 Block West of and parallel to HEIGHTS BLVD.)

nw
KX'?

Get results! Call now at 713.529.8490 
to place your ad in the directory!
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AN EVENING WITH

ANNIE LENNOX
------------SOLO-------------

I. ■

&

JONES 
HALL

www.alennox.net

ON SALE FRIDAY AT NOON!

APRIL 20
CONVENIENCE & OTHER CHARGES ARE ADDED AND ARE NON-REFUNDABLE.

New Album "Bare” In Stores June 1O

ticketmaster
713-629-3700

www.ticketmaster.com

Ul: RTELSMANN
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JILL DEARMAN

My Stars!
March 7 — 13

ARIES (March 21 to April 20)
Put the past behind you, baby If you’ve been holding on to old heartaches, 

it’s time to let them go once and for all. Perform a ritual or just write a “kiss off” 
letter. But whatever you do, make sure you welcome a Scorpio into your life.

TAURUS (April 21 to May 20)
Mars in the adventurous sector of your chart means that you need to follow 

your passion, sweetie. Use it or lose it! A fellow Taurus is just as randy as you 
are. If you’ve been letting your love burn out, it’s time to stoke that flame.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21)
XT ’ j Uranus is pushing its way through your career house one small, strong 

step at a time- Follow the pul1 of the universe, and don’t try and go against it. 
You can change the world from a position of power. The fringe world no 
longer serves you. A Pisces would like to serve you day and night.

CANCER (June 22 to July 22)
You don’t have to worry too much about what other people think during 

this cycle. Everyone is looking at you with newfound respect. That means 
that you don’t have to pretend to be something you’re not. A Pisces wants to 
know the real you. Start revealing, doll.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Saturn transits your house of friends and forces you to think twice

■' before taking an Aries for granted. Put time and energy into those who have 
poured so much time and energy into you. Step one, redo your schedule and 
uncomplicate your life.

©
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)

This is a tough time to be you, but it’s worth it! Put your energy into your 
love life and all will be well with your work life soon enough. Work on your 
body during this stressful and emotional time. A yoga or workout routine 
could save your soul, sweetie! A Capricorn helps, too.

®
 LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)

Your life may feel like a reality TV show this week. Everyone is voting on 
how popular you are. If you want to come back for next week’s episode, you 
better turn on the ch^rm with an Aquarius and keep your mouth shut with 
everyone else. Diplomacy, darling.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Uranus transits your house of creativity and pushes you into a whole new 

level of artistic development. A Gemini encourages you to express your true 
passions on the page or with a paintbrush.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
P’ri A , The Sun and Mercury meet in your house of home in mid-March and

inspire y°u to make your own crib more of a palace and less of a hovel. As 
you clean out drawers you may decide to clean out some tired old loves from 
your psyche. It’s time to make room for a Taurus, who wants to be true to you.

©
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)

Mars transits your sign this week and brings you some much-needed 
physical energy. You’re able to use your body to grab the attention of a 
Scorpio who has previously eluded your grip. Grab now, sweetie.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
The Sun, Mercury, and Uranus are all transiting your house of finances in the 

days ahead, which means that you should put extra energy into the material world. 
It will reward you back. A Sag will help you to figure out what steps to take next.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
This is your time to take charge and point your life in the direction of the 

’ future. Stop waiting, Pisces. Action leads to fabulous reactions from all the 
right people. A Cancer responds just as you’d hoped.

Jill Dearman is the author of the best-selling "Queer Astrology for Men” and "Queer 
Astrology for Women” (both from St. Martin's Griffin). For information on charts and consulta­
tions, call 212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

Building a stronger community 
one body at a time.

Located in the Montrose 
just blocks from Midtown 
and the Museum District

NEW PERSONAL TRAINING DEPARTMENT
PI ease call for details!

1-900-446-1212 ($1.99/minJ18+

IKS Fort Worth 
817-289-1234
Dallas 
972-993-1000
Austin 
512-735-5002
San Antonio 
210-933-1234
Corpus Christi 
361-561-5000
Other local TX fs

-

.. ■ •• •
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interactive
male

Local Phone Chat
FREE!

■

P''

S i i
Si 4

Houston

713-5959952
______________ Use FREE code 7073

Browse at www.interactivemale.com



Atlanta welcomes you!

Visit A/ww,q j / < and book your trip now!

I ■

ATLANTA
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sessions as excitement builds for the big games. C hill out on April 7 at the Victory Fund’s 'Winning Women”

party with MC Kate Clinton and’special guests Lin Dunn of WNBA Seattle Storm fame, LPGA Pro Bronwyn Russell, 

and UW-Milwaukee Panthers Coach Sandy Botham. Hoops week in Hotlanta — a slam-dunk of a good time!

-

•
j ’

in women’s college basketball are making a fast break to Atlanta for a week of 

championship fun, April 4-8. Get into the game by visiting the city that embraces inclusion — in political leadership, 

business policies and gay-friendly neighborhoods where couples walk hand-in-hand. A city that celebrates diversity.
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