
Six trunk-line railroads and a network of modern 
highways feed the Port of Houston. Railroad cars mov­
ing in and out of the port are switched swiftly and effi­
ciently through the facilities of the Port Terminal Rail- 
road, which operates on a 24-hour basis. This railroad 
is constantly being improved to meet the demands of the 
future. A recent $700,000 improvement program has pro­
vided a new classification yard . . . new lead tracks to the 
grain elevator . . . a second lead track to the North Yards 
The P. T. R. A. is now completely dieselized for maximum 
efficiency.

And the port has highly efficient facilities for han­
dling the growing volume of commerce which moves by

Turning Basin
The Port of Houston . . . from a muddy bayou to the nation’s number two 
deep-sea port . . . in less than 40 years! Since the S. S. Satilla began the 
first regular ocean shipping service between Houston and the Atlantic 
Coast in 1915, more than 34 million dollars has been spent carving 
the Houston Ship Channel from the Texas prairie. Other millions 
have gone into docks and terminals. Yearly tonnage records ex­
ceeding 45,000,000 tons have more than justified these improve­
ments. To accommodate this record commerce, the Navigation 
District at the Port of Houston, the four private terminals, 
and industry docks lining the Ship Channel offer fa­
cilities for simultaneous loading of more than 80 big 
ships. Other facilities are being prepared . . . being 
readied for the time when even greater demands will 
be made on the Port of Houston . . . DOORWAY TO 
THE WORLD.
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WHARF 9

Over 325 flights doily.
A. O. SMITH CORP.

SHEFFIELD STEEL CORP.

HESS TERMINAL

WHARF 16
GREEN'S BAYOU

THE TEXAS CO.GULF PORTLAND CEMENT CO.
GULF OIL CORP.

MAYO SHELL CO

DIAMOND ALKALI CO.
tti it 1111 rm

ft

CHAMPION PAPER CO.
SHELL OIL CO., INC.MANCHESTER WHARVES

SINCLAIR REFINERY
SHELL CHEMICAL CORP.

ARROW MILLS

What Is the Houston Port Bureau?

How Efficient Is the Port of Houston?

How Does Houston Rank Among U. S. Ports?

Is Houston a Safe Port?

a disaster-free port.

_•

Port of
Houston

THE NATION'S SECOND LARGEST DEEP SEA PORT
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LONG REACH TERMINAL MANCHESTER TERMINAL SPRUNT DOCKS ADAMS TERMINAL

MANCHESTER TERMINAL CORP. 
EASTERN STATES PETRO. CORP.

CROWN CENTRAL
PETROLEUM CORP.

TODD SHIP­
YARD CORP.

LONE STAR 
CEMENT CO.

WASHBURN 
TUNNEL

GENERAL AMERICAN 
TANK STORAGE TERM.

TENN-TEX ALLOY & 
CHEMICAL CORP.

PHILLIPS CHEMICAL
CORP.& TERMINAL

SAN JACINTO BATTLE­
GROUNDS & MONUMENT

A 20-state area in the Heartland of America 
finds the Port of Houston its most economical 
outlet to the sea. Exporters and importers in 
Montana, Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, North Da­
kota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Arizona, New- 
Mexico, Louisiana, and Texas have discovered 
that the Port of Houston saves them money.

TURNING BASIN & 
PUBLIC WHARVES

SAN JACINTO 
ORDINANCE DEPOT

No. 2 in the nation, a position it first attained 
in 1948. The Port of Houston is a world lead­
ing deep-sea waterway which offers modern, 
efficient facilities for all types of cargo.

What Are the Leading Imports Through the 
Port of Houston?

What Are the Major Facilities at the Port 
of Houston?

HOUSTON LIGHTING 
& POWER CO.

What Are the Leading Commodities of 
Houston's Export Trade?

Four of the five shipside terminals for hire on 
the Houston waterway are privately owned. 
The fifth is owned and operated by the Navi­
gation District. All five terminals usually abide 
by the tariff drawn up by the Navigation Dis­
trict in determining charges for their various 
services.

Who Owns the Facilities at the Port of 
Houston?

Every modern development in safe and expedi­
tious cargo handling is used at the Port of 
Houston. Most dry cargo moved through the 
port is palletized for fast handling. Cotton 
compresses reduce handling time and stowage 
space required for cotton. Complete ship re­
pair service is available and every facility is 
geared to assure prompt loading and depart- 
ture of your cargo.

SOUTHWESTERN SUGAR 
& MOLASSES CO.

What Trade Territory Does the Port of 
Houston Serve?

HOUSTON 
WHARF CO. 
Long Reach

GULF ATLANTIC 
WAREHOUSE 

Long Reach

TENNESSEE COAL, 
IRON & RAILROAD 

COMPANY 
Barge Term.

MATHIESON 
CHEMICAL CORP.

What Is the Port of Houston’s Outlook for 
the Future?

SHIP CHANNEL 
COMPRESS 

Sprunt Docks

NAVIGATION 
DISTRICT WHARVES

What Transportation Facilities Are Avail­
able to the Interior?

4 Ml. TO MAIN 
STREET

HOUSTON 
METROPOLITAN 

AREA

What Are the Economic Advantages of 
Houston as a Port?

Six major trunk-line railroads serve the port: 
the Santa Fe, Missouri Pacific, Southern Pa­
cific, Missouri-Kansas-Texas, Burlington, and 
Rock Island. In addition, more than 50 motor 
freight lines follow fine highways into Hous­
ton. Airlines stretch arcs to all points of the 
nation from Houston.

Principal exports moving over the modern 
docks of the Port of Houston are cotton, wheat, 
oil well supplies, milo, gasoline, carbon black, 
lube oil, sulphate of ammonia, rice, and ma­
chinery.

CONSOLIDATED 
CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

INC.

SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
LINES

One of the largest deep-sea ports of America 
in total tonnage, no fence-posts are in sight on 
the horizon of tomorrow for the Port of Hous­
ton. It is becoming more and more important 
as a foreign trade port. Thirty-eight chemical 
plants on the Ship Channel promise to make 
Houston the world’s leading chemical port. 
Booming industrial development in the Heart­
land of America promises untold growth.

Coffee, crude oil, oil well supplies, jute, bags 
and bagging, newsprint, tubular products, 
canned goods, sugar, structural steel and as­
bestos flow into Houston in impressive quan­
tities.

What Foreign Trade Facilities Are Available 
in Houston?

Complete forwarding and banking services are 
available, plus the help of the Chamber of 
Commerce’s World Trade Department and the 
World Trade Association. The world’s great­
est cargo ships from more than 100 lines move 
between Houston and the trade centers of the 
world . . . to more than 250 world ports . . . 
to make Houston a major import-export cen­
ter.

of Houston yearly.

Public Belt Rail Road 
connects all wharves 
with all 6 trunk rail

34 regular motor ex­
press lines with 70 
other specialized car-

Public
GRAIN ELEVATOR

DICKSON GUN PLANT 
Hughes Tool Co.

Ideally located to serve an expanding, boom­
ing Heartland of America, the Port of Houston 
is the focal point for rail lines, air lines, and 
sea lanes. Equalized freight rates make ship­
ping through the Port of Houston economi­
cally advantageous to everyone in the 20-state 
Heartland of America, and promote the Port 
of Houston as that area’s Doorway to the 
World.

Millions of square feet of covered and open 
transit area . . . 3,500,000-bushel grain eleva­
tor that has handled more than 60 million 
bushels a year . . . 45,000 cubic feet of refrig­
erated space at the District’s Wharf 13 . . . the 
best heavy and light lift equipment . . . six 
major railroad trunk lines . . . giant rail con­
centration yards . . . 24-hour switching serv­
ice .. . ship-side trackage . . . swift, safe, effi­
cient cargo handling . . . dock space for more 
than 80 vessels and 32 barges.
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WARREN PETROLEUM CORP.

The only agency devoted exclusively to pro- 
moung the Port „f Houston. Th. Houston 
rort Bureau, through membership subscrip­
tions, maintains its headquarters in Houston. 
Regional Offices are located in the Board of 
Lrade Building, Kansas City, and at 17 Bat­
tery Place, New York City. The bureau publi- 
cizes the Port of Houston in every possible 
way, seeks cargo for the port, and publishes 
the HOUSTON PORT BULLETIN, now dis­
tributing 7,000 copies twice monthly to Port 
of Houston customers all over the world.

IN ALL ITS YEARS OF OPERATION AS A 
LEADING SEA PORT, THERE HAS NEVER 
BEEN A MAJOR ACCIDENT AT THE PORT 
OF HOUSTON I Efficient fire fighting equip­
ment and police, modern construction, and 
alert personnel, properly trained, keep Hous­
ton

Nearly 4,000 ships a

More than 10,500

WHARF 8
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ROHM & HAAS
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ETHYL
CORP.


