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Saturday, June 3: Deadline for Spoonbill material and 
for Clearing House. N.B. If your April reports 
were returned, please send them again. The 
P.O. Box is operative.

Saturday, June 17: Ornithology Group field trip to 
Jesse Jones Park. From 7:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
Bob Honig will lead us through the woods in 
search of breeding birds. From 10:00 to 1:00 
Richard Orr will join Bob to look for butter­
flies and dragonflies. To reach the park go 
to the intersection of Kenswick Dr. and FM 
1960. The intersection is L8 mi. west of 
Hwy 59 and 8 miles east of 1-45. Go north 
on Kenswick to the park. For more informa­
tion Call Don & Lee Richardson at 661-1365.

NO June meeting; no July meeting or field trip.

OUR THANKS TO PHILLIPS PETROLEUM

Our thanks go to Phillips 66 for funding the 
printing of the Upper Texas Coast Checklist, Seventh 
Edition. Because the Ornithology Group did not 
have to pay for printing, we were able to give funds 
towards Houston Audubon's purchase of an undivided 
interest in Smith Oaks Sanctuary, a significant 
habitat, vital to migrant birds when they have just 
crossed the Gulf of Mexico. Our thanks also go to 
Steve Gast for his good offices in obtaining funding.

Besides the help that Phillips 66 has given the 
OG, The Phillips Petroleum Foundation, Inc. has be­
come the first corporate sponsor of the Texas Breed­
ing Bird Atlas Project. This sort of help is not an 
exceptional action for Phillips. The Foundation has 
been for some time a substantial supporter of a 
raptor rehabilitation center in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 
for example. Some may also remember that Phillips 
donated part of the land for San Jacinto Battle­
grounds State Parie, a great birding place for shore­
birds and waterbirds, especially Wood Storks and 
Hooded Mergansers.

A FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

I want to thank the Ornithology Group for the 
opportunity to serve as its chairman during the past 
year. This has been a rewarding growth experience 
for me.

I hope that this year was beneficial to the 
OG as well. Although we have had some setbacks 
we have also made some progress.

After some setbacks, the 7th edition of the 
UTC Checklist should be at least on its way to the 
printers as you read this. Our goal was to be 
finished in May, and we may make it yet.

We have left Bayou Manor to meet at Bay land 
Community Center. Our thanks go to Bayou Manor 
for their hospitality for the last 10 years. Marion 
Taylor deserves special thanks for serving as our 
sponsor. She was a buffer between us and Bayou 
Manor when we got too loud or stayed too late. 
She had to make every meeting no matter what 
else she might have wanted to do or how badly she 
might have felt.

We had to make the year without a Resources 
Chairman. Many of us would like to use our 
resources, but without anyone to shepherd the library 
cart we can't leave our books out, Don and Lee 
Richardson will be Resource Chairmen next year.

We will also need an Aluminum Chairman. 
This endeavor brings needed revenue from a virtually 
free source if someone does the job.

We donated $2000 to help retire the Smith 
Oaks Sanctuary debt (owed by Houston Audubon). 
We were able to give the money because Phillips 
Petroleum is sponsoring publication of the checklist, 
thanks to the efforts of Steve Gast.

My chairmanship has been a sometimes frustrat­
ing, but often rewarding experience. I look forward 
to future years as an OG member, and hope to 
serve you in any way I can.

Ed Rozenburg, Chairman



by Noel Pettingell

.....10 YEARS AGO/FROM MAY 1979 SPOONBILL

"A Note on Stratospheric Streaking...by LeRon Bielak

Having read an article most appropriate to this 
time of year for birders I would like to share it 
with you. It concerns one of the many mysteries 
of bird migration—how birds can survive migratory 
flight at nearly stratospheric heights. The article 
appears in Science (v.203 #4386, 23 March 1979) 
under the title "Birds Fly. Why Can't I" by Thomas 
Maugh IL Here is the essence:

'"If you or I were to board a jetliner on a 
flight north the pilot would eventually inform us 
that our cruising altitude was some 30,000 feet or 
more. We would also be reminded that emergency 
oxygen masks will pop out of the overhead compart­
ments if cabin pressure is lost. Should you or I find 
ourselves exposed to the rarified conditions five 
miles or more above the surface of the earth we 
would begin hyperventilating, our blood would then 
turn alkaline due to the large drop in carbon dioxide 
in our bloodstream, and our blood vessels would con­
tract, causing our brains to become oxygen starved.. 
Severe pain and death are likely to follow unless 
normal atmospheric conditions are rapidly reestablished.

"'Our much admired avian aviators get around 
the hyperventilation problem quite well. While birds 
also hyperventilate at high altitudes their blood 
vessels by contrast do not constrict reducing the 
flow of blood to the brain. At least this was true 
of the mallard ducks which Dr. Barbara R. Grubb 
of Duke University studied in trying to explain the 
high flying capability of birds during migration. 
Using a radioactive tracer gas, Dr. Grubb discovered 
that the mallard's brain receives about the same 
blood flow during hyperventilation as during normal 
breathing. So, for a duck's brain at 30,000 feet it 
is business as usual. But still unexplained is the 
mechanism by which the bird's blood vessels are 
kept from constricting during hyperventilation despite 
the fact that blood alkalinity may rise to- a pH of 
8 or more. This condition is lethal to most other 
animals. So now Dr. Grubb is looking into the 
possibility that the proportionately larger heart of 
birds may act as a heavy duty pressure pump keep­
ing blood vessels open.'"
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GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING!
by Barbara Darr

Sometimes we get lucky and enjoy such an in­
credible day of birding that we just wish other 
birders could have been along for the fun. Wednes­
day, April 5, was that kind of day.

My husband and I arrived at our house in Jam­
aica Beach on Tuesday to find the beach piled high 
with sargassum weed. You literally had to climb 
over the stuff to get to the water, which was filled 
with great rafts of seaweed, slowly washing in to 
shore. The beach is always different, and this was 
very interesting, certainly the largest accumulation 
of seaweed I had ever seen, but no unusual bird 
activity...yet.

During the night the wind changed and a very 
strong north wind started to move this great mat 
of floating vegetation out to sea^ It seemed to pile 
up at every sand bar, trapping small fish and other 
goodies in the resulting troughs between the bars.

The birds woke me at dawn» I stepped out 
onto the deck and saw hundreds and hundreds of 
gulls, terns and other birds engaged in a feeding 
frenzy. I have never experienced a fallout in High 
Island, but here was its equivalent right in my own 
watery front yard.

I grabbed my binoculars, set up the spotting 
scope, and for the next hour sorted out the teaming 
mass of birds before me. The sun was behind a 
cloud bank, giving me strong, bright light but no 
glare off the water. Gulls and terns were flying 
at random and diving for food, while flocks of 
scoters, mostly white-winged, flew by without stop­
ping. Hie cormorants were not slowing down either. 
Herons and egrets flew by closer to shore, all 
headed east. Air space was at a premium; a pair 
of boobies flew right down the shoreline! On the 
beach, small shorebirds were tossed about by the 
strong wind like so much popcorn.

Suddenly, far to the west, two new birds came 
into view. They were jet-black above and white 
below, with black bills and deeply forked tails. 
These striking birds stayed fairly close to the water 
about 350 yards out - or where the brown water 
turns to green. No time to get the scope oh them, 
but I followed them with my binoculars as long as 
I could seen them. I never saw them dive into the 
water as the other terns did; they just continued 
flying east with a strong, steady wingbeat.

I had just seen my first Sooty Terns, but this 
incredible morning, this "happening," was far more 
exciting to me than adding another bird to my life 
list. I just can't tell you how much FUN it was to 
watch those birds from dawn until about 10:30, when 
things began to slow down.

I reported m.y sighting to the Clearing House 
and then started wondering what else was out there 
that- I might have missed. The Sooty Terns were 
so unique, so easy to identify, like picking out a 
Black .Skimmer in a lineup of Ring-billed Gulls. No 
telling what had slipped through my field 6f view 
while. I was' having so much fun. A Ted Eubanks 
or a Jim Morgan would have found a sackful of rare 
birds. Tomorrow morning I would get serious. I 
would study each bird very carefully, throw out all 
common ones and come up with some really great 
or rare bird.

(continued next page)



What did I see next morning? The beach is 
always different, and Thursday dawned bright and 
clear, a gentle breeze from the southeast, no more 
seaweed coming in or going out and hardly a bird 
to be seen—just our resident Willet, a sprinkle of 
Sanderlings and some lazy Laughing Gulls. The 
Party was over.

MINUTES OF OG MEETING, MAY 2,1989

The last meeting of the 1988-89 season was 
the first in our new meeting space. The Bayland 
Community Center facilities were quite adequate and 
comfortable for the 50 of us who were present. 
We enjoyed a great slide program, nearly all birds. 
(John Baird slipped in a Long-horned Antelope and 
a Mule Deer.) The members who shared their slides 
and anecdotes with the rest of us were: John Baird, 
Bob Behrstock, Barbara Hoffmann, Frank Cleland, 
Bob Moore, Dottie Praus, Ed Rozenburg, Charles 
Smith and Dick Whanger. Our photographic field 
trip totaled about 76 species and included some rare 
and exotic birds; terrific shots of some more regular 
though no less spectacular birds were also exhibited. 
This was a real fun meeting program.

Jerry Patrick, Treasurer, gave his report 
(copies available on request). The proposed budget 
for next year was voted on and approved. This 
writer presented some information about the Texas 
Breeding Bird Atlas Project. There is still time to 
volunteer as an atlaser. Call me or Ted Eubanks 
for an area. Of course send in sightings of breeding 
birds from anywhere you may bird; they will be used 
and appreciated.

Libby Price asked everyone to write down 
experiences, stories or tall tales for The Spoonbill. 
Andrew Franks gave a report on Clearing House 
work, which is very busy in spring, yet the editors 
want more of us to send in complete sightings 
records [to get true numbers of common birds that 
many do not report]. Peggy Milstead said new, 
revised CH report forms are available. Rene Franks 
presented an aluminum report and collected contrib­
utions. Lee Richardson gave a report on field trips 
upcoming in May and June.

Ed Rozenburg told of ONC Conservation Group 
efforts to oppose the West Harris Co. airport; inter­
ested persons should contact Jack Gillette. ONC 
President Ron Grimes put in a plug for the Old- 
timer's Day at the LTNS. Ed expressed his grati­
tude to all the OG members who work so diligently 
each month in unnoticed positions. While thanking 
each personally, he passed out certificates of apprec­
iation. Before closing, we heard of the rare birds 
being seen and rumored along the UTC.

Permit me one last line to say thank you for 
the opportunity of serving as secretary this year. 
It has been fun getting to know ya'll a little better.

Richard Uzar, Secretary

THE FIRST BIG PUSH OF SPRING 
by Jim Morgan

The first significant groundings of passerine 
migrants took place during the period April 13-15, 
1989. These actions were precipitated by weather 
events associated with a cold front and a series of 
upper atmosphere low pressure cells moving across 
southeast Texas. A strong line of thunderstorms 
passed through the area during the very early morn­
ing hours of April 13. The following night produced 
intermittent light rain, showers, drizzle, mist and 
fog, with thunderstorms continuing out over the Gulf 
of Mexico well into the daylight hours of April 14. 
Generally messy conditions persisted until Saturday, 
April 15, when the weather cleared. Winds were 
north and northeast April 12-13, becoming easterly 
on Friday, April 14, then turning to come strong 
from the southeast by midday April 15.

The weather events just described produced the 
best fallouts of early migrating warblers since UTC 
birders started attempting to quantify migrant 
groundings. In addition, significant numbers of 
Yellow-throated and Red-eyed Vireos were reported, 
as well as a nice assortment of tanagers, grosbeaks, 
buntings and orioles.

Birders on the coast during all three days 
reported very good counts of vireos and warblers 
early on April 13, then a drop-off in numbers until 
late afternoon, Friday, April 14, produced the best 
all-day birding, with a peak during and just after 
a strong shower at High Island from 9:15 to 9:45 
a.m. Saturday morning continued to be very good, 
but by midday numbers of migrants had fallen off 
significantly.

My own observations took place on April 14-15; 
unfortunately I missed the early morning April 13 
show, which by some reports may have been the 
best for some species. I list below some species 
counts which are noteworthy. The April 13 numbers 
came from the Piney Woods' Rare Bird Alert, and 
were submitted by a very competent observer. My 
April 14 numbers are primarily from High Island, 
with a small portion coming from Bolivar Peninsula 
"hot spots." The April 15 numbers include my 
observations from Sabine Woods, the Highway 87 
salt cedars and High Island.

SPECIES Apr 13 Apr 14 Apr 15

I personally recorded 25 species of warblers on both 
April 14 and April 15, with a cumulative total of 
28 species for the two days. Other observers had 
similar counts. / ... , . „ \(continued next page)

Acadian Flycatcher 12 40
Yellow-throated Vireo 45 17
Red-eyed Vireo 700 195 65
Blue-winged Warbler 130 65 45
Northern Parula 150 70 30
Prothonotary Warbler 50 45 30
Worm-eating Warbler 65 70 25
Kentucky Warbler 150 115 60
Common Yellowthroat 35 130
Hooded Warbler 450 210 130
Yellow-breasted Chat 17 9
Summer Tanager 85 40

Over the three days, 32 species of warblers
were reported, which included a very rare Virginia's
Warbler and the elusive (for spring) Prairie Warbler.



THE ”06 OGLERS" - OUR BIRDATHON TEAM 
by Jerry Patrick

During the same time period the Texas Ornith­
ological Society Spring Meeting was being held in 
Corpus Christi. If anything, they had better fallouts 
on the coastal bend than we experienced on the 
UTC. The species mix was different further south 
(as for high numbers), but early migrating warblers 
were also dominant. They experienced significantly 
more Black-and-White Warblers, Golden-winged 
Warblers and Scarlet Tanagers. All in all it was a 
great three days along the Texas Coast.

THE NEXT GENERATION - WILL THEY CARE? 
by Ellen Red

The "OG Ogiers,11 the *89 Houston Audubon 
Society Birdathon team sponsored by the OG, was 
composed of Stennie Meadours, Dottie Praus and 
Noel Pettingell. At 4:50 a.m., April 22, the team 
hit the road running. Eighteen hours, twenty min­
utes and 382 miles later, the team had logged a 
total of 160 species, 147 seen by all, the rest by 
one or two members. This made the official count 
for the team, calculating by Birdathon rules, 155 
species. The team birded through East Hardin, 
Chambers, Jefferson, Galveston and Harris counties.

The team was particularly proud of a Northern 
Gannet seen off the beach along Hwy 87 and a 
Western Tanager in Northeast Hardin County. While 
they mourned that there were 35 species that were 
expected, but missed, the team had all of the terns 
except the black, and saw 16 species of warblers. 
A great job, "Ogiers"!

Last week on the Birdathon we saw two kids 
with BB guns shoot at a spoonbill. They were 
across a marsh, and all we could do was yell at 
them. Some kids have never heard of the value of 
wildlife, and there's something we can do about it. 
The Houston Public School System is always looking 
for volunteers to give short programs on nature sub­
jects to elementary children.

Avis and Harry Brister have put together some 
good slide programs through the years, complete 
with scripts. They and others have taken these to 
the schools. You could use one of them as is or 
develop your own ideas. It's a wonderful way to 
educate the next generation. If we don't, who will? 
If you can give just one morning to this, give me 
a call at 523-4287.

FOR OG information, checklists, maps, contact 
Maxine Davis, 10602 Cedarhurst, Houston 
77096, 723-8559.

SEND bird sightings for Clearing House to: 
Clearing House (OG), P.O. Box 271374, Houston 
TX 77277.

UTC RARE Bird Alert Tape, sponsored by Piney 
Woods Wildlife Society: 821-2846.

FOR LOCAL nature societies' meetings and field 
trips call the Audubon Society's "Voice of the 
Naturalist" tape: 932-1392.

LONE STAR Rare Bird Tape, sponsored by Audubon 
Society. In 713 area call 747-8826. Out of 
town call 1-800-TBT-BIRD. When in town do 
NOT call the 800 number, please - it costs!

SEND material for Spoonbill to Editor, Libby Price, 
3715 Sunset, Houston 77005, 665-1159.

SEND dues, subscriptions and address changes to 
Jerry Patrick, 814 St. Francis, Houston 77079. 
Members' annual dues: $15 (ONC $5, OG $10). 
Spoonbill subscriptions for non-members: $13.
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