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Houston Buyers Club started in a small 

closet, but now assists thousands of 
HIV/AIDS patients with vitamins and 
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Bob Bouton helped host a 
recent fund-raiser to assist 
Houstonians battling 
HIV/AIDS.

Coy Tow, executive director 
of the Greater Houston GLBT 
Chamber of Commerce, 
helped hand out 
mark progress n

Houston gay man missing

Gay Houston resident Jonathan Cooper has 
been missing since Dec. 5, and police have not 
ruled out foul play in his disappearance. Cooper 
is white with brown hair and brown eyes, is 
36 years old, weighs 180 pounds and is 6 feet 
tall. Authorities are attempting to locate both 
Cooper and his vehicle — a blue four-door 
1983 Mercedes 300 SD, Texas license plate 
JI7 HWF. Anyone with information is asked to 
call the Houston Police Department at 713- 
308-3600.

Police still unsure whether or not to suspect 
foul play in disappearance; vigil is set for Friday

by PENNY WEAVER

Homicide investigators have taken over 
the case of a missing gay Houston man, but 
police remain uncertain whether or not foul 
play is involved in his disappearance.

Jonathan Gregory "Grey" Cooper was 
last heard from on Wednesday, Dec. 5, when 
he called a co-worker to say he was in the 
Galleria area, police said. He told the co­
worker that traffic was heavy, so he was 
going to shop a while longer before trying 
to leave that area. The call was made about
5 p.m.

"That's the last that anybody has heard 
from him," said Officer John Cannon of the 
Houston Police Department. "He has not 
shown up for work since that day.

"We don't know if he's just decided to 
take a hiatus and leave or if ... foul play is 
involved," Cannon added.

An investigator with the HPD homicide 
division is now pursuing leads in the case, 
according to Cannon.

"Just because it's in homicide doesn't 
necessarily mean it's labeled yet [as] foul 
play," he noted.

But Cooper's partner, Frank Bonner, said 
the missing man is a reliable person who 
stays away from drugs and alcohol and has 
not displayed any kind of erratic or unusu­
al behavior since the two have been togeth­
er.

"We definitely suspect foul play," 
Bonner said. "Jonathan has been my [part­
ner] for almost three years. He's a well- 
respected technical writer. He is a responsi­
ble person.

"Him disappearing is so unlike him," 
Bonner added. "We just don't know what 
happened."

>• Continued on Page 9

Gay groups settle relief dispute
Human Rights Campaign donates funds to new 
relief effort launched Thursday in New York for 
partners of gay victims of Sept. 11 terrorist attacks

by LOU CHIBBARO JR.

NEW YORK — Two New York gay agen­
cies will disburse $141,000 in relief funds to 
surviving partners of gay victims of the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in an attempt to 
cover any shortcomings in relief efforts for 
gays, the groups were expected to announce 
Thursday.

The announcement from the Stonewall 
Community Foundation and the Empire State 
Pride Agenda also put to rest a simmering dis­
pute with the Human Rights Campaign, 
which said in October that it would create its 
own relief fund and keep a portion of money 
raised for advocacy work on behalf of victims.

HRC officials said this week that the 
$10,000 to $15,000 raised so far will be

donated to the Stonewall effort.
Stonewall and Empire, concerned that 

relief efforts from non-gay groups were 
overlooking the partners of gay victims, 
were scheduled to deliver checks of $4,000 
each to at least four of the survivors at a 
press conference Thursday in Manhattan.

"Gay and lesbian life partners have been 
denied the bedrock government benefits, 
like workers compensation and Social 
Security, afforded automatically to spous­
es," said Joe Grabarz, executive director of 
Empire State Pride Agenda. "We felt we 
needed to do something to help offset this 
discrimination."

Officials with the two groups said the 
relief fund — the "Sept. 11 Gay & Lesbian

> Continued on Page 8

Peggy Neff (right) is trying to cope with the 
financial impact of losing her partner of 18 
years, Shelia Hein, who was killed in the Sept. 
11 attack on the Pentagon. Publicity about her 
plight helped bolster support for a relief fund 
for the partners of gay victims.
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Chamber marks year’s progress with awards
Brunjes, Martin among 
recipients as gay 
Houstonians reflect on 
progress made in 2001

Near the end of the year is often a time 
to recognize and celebrate outstanding 
contributions within local organizations, 
and the Greater Houston GLBT Chamber 
of Commerce has offered its annual kudos.

The Chamber wraps up 2001 with 
awards and recognition for leadership that 
has guided the group and helps celebrate 
new growth, with more than 120 new 
members this year.

On the eve of Dec. 4, Chamber mem­
bers and guests gathered at the Warwick 
Hotel for an annual holiday party and 
awards banquet.

"This yearly event is always a special 
pleasure because we focus on the people 
who have given exemplary time and tal­
ents to making the Chamber and Houston 
a better place to live and do business," 
said Coy Tow, executive director of the 
Chamber.

The evening began with a festive 
Nutcracker market for members to focus 
on unique gift ideas and support one 
another in the holiday season. The 
Houston Pride band provided holiday 
music and wreaths made by Chamber 
member Jeanette Findlay, also manager of

Among Chamber members recently honored is 
Janine Brunjes, Mayor Lee Brown's liaison to 
gay Houstonians, who received an award for 
Outstanding Community Activism.
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Baby Barnaby's on Fairview, adorned each 
table.

The first award and recognition was to 
Janine Brunjes and Grant Martin for 
Outstanding Community Activism. 
Brunjes thanked the crowd and recognized 
the community effort that helped Mayor 
Lee Brown to be re-elected. Both Brunjes 
and Martin helped build and lead a coali­

tion of support for Brown's campaign and 
also worked to defeat the anti-gay City 
Proposition 2.

Outstanding Corporate Awards went to 
JP Morgan Chase and Shell Oil Co. for 
ongoing and long-term commitment to the 
Chamber and to gay Houstonians as a 
whole. Both companies continue to be 
local and national leaders for diversity, 
work force issues and community support, 
Tow noted.

Two businesses were recognized for 
Outstanding Business Support: Bartlett 
Tree Experts and Computer Exchange. 
Both played roles in helping the Chamber 
achieve exposure and promote its mission.

"These businesses have stepped up to 
add value to the Chamber by providing 
additional financial resources, staff time 
and ongoing assistance wherever needed," 
Tow said.

The Chamber recognized and thanked 
the 2001 board: Gary Baumann, Marion 
Coleman, James Doyle, Rene Guerra, Joe 
Hiavak, Debra Hunt, Janie Lopez, Randy 
Mitchmore, Sara Rook, Rick Taylor and 
Michael Tolleson. Committee chairs recog­
nized included Empower 2001 Chair Rick 
Taylor, Newsletter and Resource Guide 
Chair Marion Coleman, Networking Chair 
Randy Mitchmore and Program Chair 
Gary Baumann.

The final awards for members who 
played significant roles included New 
Member of the Year, Robert "Shane" 

—From staff reports

McShane; Outstanding Member of the 
Year Gary Baumann; The President's 
Awards to Marion Coleman and Debra 
Hunt; and the Coy Tow Leadership Aw^d 
to Rick Taylor.

"These are the best of the best and I am 
proud to work alongside such a dedicated, 
talented and incredible group of people," 
Tow said.

The Chamber was founded six years 
ago and has more than 400 members — 
including corporations, businesses, indi­
viduals and non-profits — all interested in 
supporting the group's mission. The orga­
nization strives "to advance the economic 
and cultural development and vitality of 
gay, lesbian, transgender and supportive 
heterosexual businesses and organiza­
tions," according to its mission statement.

The Chamber meets each month and 
also hosts numerous special events 
through out the year, including Empovw. 
and the upcoming Let Freedom Ring 
Years Gala.

The Chamber
713-523-7576
www.ghglcc.org

Obituary
Hanzelka, 52, executive chef

Duane Hanzelka, 52, died Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 22, 2001.
He was born on Dec. 31, 1948. He was raised in San Antonio, but 

resided in Houston for the 
majority of his life.

During his early career, 
Hanzelka rose to the rank of 
executive chef for Tenneco 
Oil Co. He won many awards 
for his culinary talents. His 
artistic and creative expres­
sions later led him to the flo­
ral design industry. He was 
the original owner of 
Paradise Tropicals, a shop 
known for creating unusual 
and elegeant floral designs.

Friends recall that 
Hanzelka was meticulous in 
his work and took great pride 
in all of his endeavors. Within 
the past year, he had taken up 
painting, which led to the 
completion of several oil and 
arylic pieces. His excellent 
sense of color is evidenced 
throughout his surroundings, according to his loved ones.

Hanzelka was buried in Yoakum, Texas. A memorial service to be 
held in Houston is pending.

Entertainment for a good cause
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Co-hosts Don Gill and Bob Bouton led the festivities at the annual PWA Christmas Show at Brazos 
River Bottom on Det. 9. The event, which raises money for the benefit of people with AIDS, garnered 
almost $4,300 this year. The show included both live and show tun performances by several individu­
als, plus groups including Miss Camp America Foundation and Crew of Olympus.
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CIRQUE WSOLETL

Directed by Guy Caron

Photos: Al Seib / Sylvain Laiande

Free membership! JOIN NOW @ cirqueclub.com - Soundtrack available on Cirque du Soieil® Records at all major record stores

Buy your VIP Package online at 
cirquedusoleil.com or at the TUTS Box Office 
or call 1-800-678-5440
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Corporate hospitality information: 
1-800-678-2119 ext. 7494

AU the magic of Cirque du Soleil 
before the show has even begun!

The Dralion VIP Package includes:
• One of the BEST seats in the house • Preferred PARKING

• Access to the CIRQUE-STYLE ambiance of the Lincoln Suite one hour before the show
• An array of refreshments, GOURMET hors d’oeuvres and desserts • An EXCLUSIVE Dralion gift and lots more!

OPENS January 17 
under the blue-and-yellow Big Top 

across from George R. Brown Convention Center 
brought to Houston by SQlIPl
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TREE EXPERTS

’T www.bartlett.coQi

AH Phases of Tree Care 
Residential and Commercial

171West 24th SU HoosfeiL IX 7700-S

718-862-4777
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The internet’s funnest 
lesbian and £ay 
dating service!
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www. edwina. com
$7.98 monthly charge. Price subject to change.
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High school lesbian couple in N.H. named 'sweethearts'
DOVER, N.H. (AP) — Two girls will be listed as "class sweethearts" in their high school 

yearbook after a dispute over whether same-sex couples were eligible for the honor. Nicole 
Salisbury and Ashley Lagasse, both 17, were overwhelmingly voted in when the yearbook 
staff conducted its annual "senior superlatives" survey. But Principal Robert Pedersen 
declared the vote invalid because the ballot asked to vote for one man and one woman. So 
the yearbook staff decided to eliminate the category all together rather than award the title 
^the second-place finishers. As students were collecting signatures protesting the deci­
Bn, Superintendent Armand LaSelva stepped in and said the original results would stand 
and noted that the girls received more than 77 percent of the vote. "I believe that even if 
there was confusion about the ballot, the senior class members spoke," he said.

San Diego OKs lease with Scouts despite protests
SAN DIEGO (AP) — The City Council has narrowly agreed to allow the Boy Scouts to con­

tinue to lease a parcel of public park land despite the organization's ban on gays and atheists. 
After extended debate, the council voted 5-4 on Tuesday to renew the lease for 25 years, with 
an option for an additional 15 years. Since 1957, the Boy Scouts have leased about 15 acres in 
Balboa Park for $1 a year. As part of the new lease, the scouts must spend $1.7 million over the 
next seven years to upgrade the campsite. A federal lawsuit is 
pending against the city by the ACLU asking that the current 
lease, which expires in 2007, be canceled unless the Scouts 
eliminate their ban on gays and people who do not profess a 
belief in God. State Assemblywoman Christine Kehoe (D-San 
Diego) and others urged the council to postpone a vote to give 
the Scouts time to change their policy. By renewing the lease 
ijgfore the existing one expires, "you pre-empt what could be 
Prvery productive discussion the Scouts could have," said 
Kehoe, a former City Council member.

California state Assembly member Christine Kehoe, a lesbian, 
urged the City Council in San Diego to push the Boy Scouts to 
change its anti-gay policies before renewing a park lease with 
the organization.

Mich, arbitrator rules in favor of gay teachers
PLYMOUTH, Mich. (AP) — An arbitrator has ruled that Plymouth-Canton 

Community Schools officials violated academic and First Amendment freedoms in 1999 
when they removed displays installed by two openly gay teachers that commemorated 
Gay & Lesbian History Month and listed facts about homosexuality. Arbitrator Paul 
Glendon ordered that the district issue a written apology to teachers Tom Salbenblatt and 
Mike Chiumento. Ruling on a grievance filed by the Plymouth-Canton Education 
Association against the Board of Education, Glendon found that the district violated its 
union contract when former interim Superintendent Kenneth Walcott removed the dis­
play. Glendon disputed school officials' argument that some parents.might object to the 
gay displays, deciding that instead they were worried the teachers were "promoting" 

^teing gay. "The school administration should now put this behind them and commit to a 
BBily respectful learning environment," said Ruth Harlow of the Lambda Legal Defense 

& Education Fund, which assisted union lawyers in the case.

C Group wants to ban same-sex marriages in Mass.

O BOSTON, Mass. (AP) — A group that wants to ban gay marriages in 
Massachusetts said it has collected enough signatures to ask the legislature to 

। gm put the question before the voters. Bryan Rudnick of Massachusetts Citizens
J for Marriage said the group has collected 110,000 signatures, more than the

required 57,100. Of the signatures collected, about 80,000 have already been 
certified by local town clerks, Rudnick said. If approved by voters, the ques- 
tion would amend the state Constitution to define marriage in the state as 
between one man and one woman and prohibit the state from giving gays 
marriage-related benefits. Gay activists called the question unconstitutional 
because it would deny same-sex couples the right to marry and they are ask- 
ing the state's highest court to block the question from the ballot. The earliest 

B • the question would appear on the ballot would be 2004.

Anti-gay activists take fight to N.H. Supreme Court
DOVER, N.H. (AP) — Conservative activists Charles and Frances Witcomb 

are taking their fight to tape-record a youth group's meetings to the state 
Supreme Court. The Witcombs sued the city when police refused to let them 
tape sessions of the Dover Coalition for Youth, a group that helps teens solve 
problems. The Witcombs objected to the inclusion of a gay support group on 
the list of the group's resources and wanted the group to list information 
about a group that supports using therapy to convert homosexuals to hetero­
sexuals. The coalition refused to list such a group. When the Witcombs tried 
to bring a tape recorder to the meeting, coalition members complained to 
police that it violates state wiretapping law. The Witcombs' lawsuit was first 
dismissed by a Superior Court with­
out a hearing, and is now being 
appealed to the state Supreme Court.

— From staff and wire reports

For more news, visit
www.hovo.com
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Fine Fashion Jewelry, Diamonds, Bridal Jewelry and Better Swiss Watches 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6 ■ Thu. 10-9 ■ 3841 Bellaire Blvd. ■ 713-668-5000

^Announcing
Our^pre Pbcdiday

<SaLe!
SHOP EARLY AND SAVE

From 20«/o ° 50o/o
Loose Diamonds, Diamond Rings, Diamond Earrings, 

Diamond Bracelets, Diamond Pendants and More!
‘Some watch and jewelry brands excluded

This is how you say it...

OVER TWO ACRES OF ORNAMENTAL & ARCHITECTURAL 
CONCRETE HOME & GARDEN DECOR

•xwow*-

We also feature dramatic residential & commercial 
fountains and accessories.

Business Highway 290 East in Hempstead 
Open every day but Wednesdays from 9 to 6 

409-826-6760

Frazier’s

Ornamental and 
Arclptectural (Concrete
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ALTERNATIVES

Beware of :

i

PHONE

Get Right Through 8000

SOO-OIAL-GAV (IColl Today

the Pace with PremierKeep up

cated to the Gay Community 
and supportive of our causes?

Will you be treated in a 
Dedicated Gay Unit?

ALTERNATIVES specializes 
in treating HIV/AIDS-related grief 
and loss. Our HIV specialists are 
available to address all medical 
concerns. Medicare, Medicaid & 
most insurance accepted. 
JCAHO Accredited

FROM ALCOHOL, DRUGS, 
DEPRESSION & ANXIETY

Will you be cared for by experi­
enced Gay Professionals and 
Gay Support Staff?

75 Whenever Minutes 
50Q Weekend Minutes

fmCekD.'^BW

Tips on Choosing Gay Treatment
Ask:

Are you in a safe & secure Gay 
Owned and Operated facility?

WOO Anytime MlnuUs

Minutes 5/099
3000 Nigh! & Week- f month 
end Minutes

FREE WiCE MAIL & CALLER »INCLUDED*

grams that exploit the gay com­
munity.

606 Whenever Minutes 
2000 Weekend Minutes 

teCafa-C.lteStt $0099

Premier
PAGING & WIRELESS
www. callpremier, com

____________ Rate Plans subject to change wfthoul notice. Please call

ALTERNATIVES is the 
nation's only GAY OWNED AND 
OPERATED alcohol, drug and 
mental health program whose 
leadership has provided over 25 
years of pride and service to the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and 
Transgender Community.

SAVE 
$100 

on the 
NEW 
/50sx 

Now Only 

$49"
2000 Weekend Minutes

SSESJ?" JfiQSS

cingular
WIRELESS

FREE
Nights and Weekends 
with any Home Plan 
of $29.99 or higher

Motorola 2282

500 Anytime Mijtutee
250GtWrtCannect

Minutes 54099
2G0G Night
end Minutes

FREE VOICE MAIL & CALLER S) NCLUDEDI

Communicate with Us.
Houston Stafford

713.465.8883 281.575.8500
Premier Paying & Wireless for complete details. Discounts and coupons may not be combined. Approved credit and
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Authorized Deal

NEXTEL
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□ s Musical

Directed by
Phil Manthei
Original composition by
Mark Unbehagen,
director of music and worship
December 16, 2001 • 4pm
Christmas Eve Service
D^ei^ber 24, 2001 ♦ 6:30pm, 8:30pm, & 
10* pm

New Year's Eve "Watch Night Service"
December 31, 2001 • 11pm
Free and open to the community!

SSI® s
bSWw

A Christrr

WE
OURSELVES ON OUR SUCCESSES -

even the ones you never hear about.

$

800-54-PRIDE
www.pride-institute.com

Pride Institute is the best place for gay men and lesbians 
to get help dealing with chemical dependency, depres­
sion, anxiety or other behavioral health issues. That’s 
because many lesbians and gay men don’t succeed in 
traditional, straight-run treatment programs. (How can 
you recover if you can’t be yourself?)

But most patients do succeed at Pride.

Many of our graduates are eager to share the secret of their 
success. In fact, about a third of our new patients are 
referred to us by Pride alumni.

Visit www.pride-institute.com and find out why Pride is 
the place to deal with chemical dependency, sexual 
addiction or other mental health issues if you are gay, 
lesbian, bisexual or transgender.

Choose to recover where you can be yourself.

Ma ran at ha Fellowship MCC
Maranatha Fellowship MCC is on the Move!

Sunday Morning Services At Our New Location & Time: 
3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at 10AM 
For more information, call the church office 713.528.6756

Please Join Us For Sunday Morning Service And Experience 
The Love That Maranatha Fellowship MCC Has To Offer!

Advent Sermon Series: by Rev. Janet Parker
“FOR GOD SO LOVED, GOD GAVE US JESUS 
SO WE COULD BECOME LOVERS OF GOD”

December 16,h

December 23rd

December 24lb

“Working Lovers, Not Loving Workers” 

“The Fire of God in Holy Romance” 

Christmas Eve Candle Light Service, 7:00 PM

Church Service begins at 10am and 
nursery is available for small children. 
Mid-week "Home Group" services on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713-528-6756 or email 
maranatha@evl.net

“Building Community Through Compassion1'

Maranatha ^jj) 
Fellowship

Metropolitan 
Community Church

3966 wesMieime 
713-622-4411
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Funds to be divided among gay partners
Continued from Page 1

Family Fund" — will be divided equally 
among an estimated three dozen surviving 
gay partners of the Sept. 11 attacks.

The New York Gay & Lesbian Anti­
Violence Project would administer the fund, 
the officials said.

Among those slated to receive one of the 
checks was Manhattan resident John Winter, 
whose partner, William Anthony Karnes, 
died in the World Trade Center attack. 
Karnes had worked in the World Trade 
Center as a software trainer for the financial 
firm Marsh & McLennan.

The attacks also displaced Winter from 
his home. The two men had been living in 
an apartment building near the Trade 
Center. Authorities have since classified the 
building as part of a "secure zone" within 
which all residents have been forced to 
evacuate their residences.

"It's been three months since I've been dis­
placed," Winter said in an interview 
Wednesday. "I'm living with friends in 
Yonkers," a suburban community north of 
New York City.

Winter said authorities expect to allow 
him to return to the apartment before the 
Christmas holiday.

But he said his finances won't allow him 
to stay there much longer than six months, 
despite the financial assistance he's receiv­
ing from the Stonewall fund.

"It was a two-income rent," Winter said. 
"We split everything 50-50, but that's obvi­
ously no longer possible."

Gay relief fund
The Stonewall foundation began collect­

ing contributions for relief efforts for sur­
vivors of gay victims, in September, shortly 
after news surfaced that some gay survivors 
were being denied financial support by non­
gay relief agencies.

Several agencies, including the Red 
Cross, have since pledged to treat partners 
of gay victims on an equal footing with sur­
viving heterosexual spouses.

The announcement of the disbursement 
of*the funds by the Stonewall and Empire 
came one day after the Human Rights 
Campaign, the nation's largest gay political 
group, disclosed that it would donate to the 
Stonewall group about $15,000 it raised 
through its own Sept. 11 relief fund.

HRC announced the creation of its relief 
fund during its Oct. 6 annual fund-raising 
dinner in Washington.

Officials with Stonewall and Empire 
expressed concern earlier this week when a 
news story appearing on the gay Internet site 
Planetout.com reported that HRC had created 
a new relief fund and would be collecting 
money from contributors to assist surviving 
partners of gay victims of. the Sept. 11 attacks.

Grabarz, Empire's executive director, 
said HRC's fund had the potential of com­
peting with the Stonewall Community

%

John Winter's (right) partner, Tony Karnes, 
was killed in the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 
Since then. Winter has been displaced from his 
apartment, located near the World Trade 
Center. Financial assistance has helped, but

Foundation's effort.
Grabarz pointed to statements by HRC offi­

cials in October saying HRC would disburse its 
funds to other relief groups, such as the 
Stonewall fund, that planned to provide direct 
assistance to the survivors of gay victims.

Grabarz said he was also troubled by 
HRC's announcement in October that it 
would keep 25 percent of the money it col­
lected in its relief fund to conduct "advoca­
cy" work on behalf of the needs of gay sur­
vivors of the Sept. 11 attacks.

Grabarz said HRC, like Empire, should 
use its own funds to pay for political advoca­
cy work rather than use funds donated by 
contributors to a relief fund, who intend their 
donations to go directly to people in need.

David Smith, HRC's communications 
director, said this week that HRC would scrap 
plans to keep 25 percent of the fund for advo­
cacy work. HRC now plans to give the entire 
fund, which consists of between $10,000 and 
$15,000, to the Stonewall fund, he said.

"We talked about using 25 percent of the 
fund for advocacy work at the beginning of 
this process, when we were uncertain about 
what would be involved," Smith said.

Smith said he told Planetout.com that 
HRC members persuaded HRC during the 
past two weeks to use its existing fund to help 
gay survivors of the Sept. 11 attacks. At the 
time of its October dinner, HRC said it would 
contribute money from its fund to private 
agencies that pledged to help surviving part­
ners of the gay victims, and would not pro­
vide direct assistance to the survivors.

HRC said it would leave that task to 
groups like Stonewall.

Smith said HRC members and others 
began contacting HRC last week about a 
direct relief effort to survivors following 
press reports that a lesbian in Maryland, 
Peggy Neff, whose partner died in the 
Pentagon attack, had been denied financial 
assistance from a Virginia relief agency.

News of Neff's plight prompted HRC to 

shift gears, Smith said, and to begin provid­
ing some direct assistance to surviving 
partners in need.

But Smith said he never intended to give 
Planetout.com the impression that HRC 
was starting a new relief effort or that it was 
dropping its earlier plans to give the bulk of 
its fund to groups such as Stonewall.

"Our main concern was to determine 
whether Stonewall planned to provide assis­
tance to all of the victims rather than to just 
the World Trade Center victims," Smith said. 
"There was talk early on that they would 
limit their assistance to New York people.

"Once we determined they would give 
assistance to everyone, we decided to con­
tinue with our original plans to donate our 
funds to them," Smith said.

According to Smith, HRC has been 
attempting to contact Stonewall to coordi­
nate efforts on the relief fund, but it has 
been unable to reach Stonewall officials 
because it had an incorrect phone number.

Officials with Stonewall and Empire said 
they had not received a call from HRC as 
late as Wednesday morning.

Expanded assistance g
Bill Mattle, executive director of the 

Stonewall group, said the organization's 
leaders initially considered limiting the 
group's assistance to victims of the World 
Trade Center collapse; but in early October 
it changed plans to make contributions to all 
surviving partners.

Among them, he said, would be partners 
of those killed in the Pentagon attack and 
those killed in the plane crash in 
Pennsylvania.

Out of the $141,000 raised for the 
Stonewall foundation fund, $90,000 was 
raised by Empire from proceeds of the 
group's Oct. 4 annual dinner. The remaining 
$51,000 came from contributions by individ­
uals and groups from across the country 
Mattle said. ”

Two weeks ago, Empire joined HRC and 
several other gay organizations in submitting a 
joint letter to the U.S. Justice Department, call­
ing on Attorney General John Ashcroft to 
include survivors of gay victims of the Sept. 11 
attacks in a soon-to-be-drafted federal relief 
fund. Details of the federal fund are scheduled 
to be released Dec. 21.

Monday 
Dec 17th 
9pm-2am

10th Annual 
Citywide

Bartenders
Christmas

Patty h
Holiday hors d’oeuvres Special Holiday Dancers
Sexy Santa DJ Adrian Gifts for Everyone

710 Pacific St. • 713-523-0213
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Attempt made to use Cooper’s credit card at ATM
> Continued from Page 1

Friends and family members planned at 
candlelight vigil for 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 14, 
Athe home Cooper and Bonner share, 2209 
Wrk St. in Houston. Bonner said yellow rib­
bons will be tied around nearby trees and a 
silent vigil will be from 7:15 to 7:30.

Cooper, 36, is described as 6 feet tall, 180 
pounds, with brown hair and brown eyes. 
He is white with a medium complexion and 
has a mustache. When last seen, he was 
wearing black western boots. He carries a 
black leather brief case and was wearing a 
chain collar with padlock, and also a silver 
ring on his left hand.

He also has a scar between his index fin­
ger and thumb on his right hand.

Cooper was driving a four-door diesel 
1983 Mercedes 300 SD, medium blue in 
color. The license plate is Texas JI7 HWF, 
according to Cannon.
^Friends, family members, co-workers 
Kid Cooper's employer all told police it is 
unusual for him to not show up for work or 
at home without even a phone call. Cannon 
said police have repeatedly talked to 
Cooper's closest friends and family mem­
bers.

On Dec. 6, someone attempted to with­
draw money from Cooper's account 
through a teller machine outside a New

Cooper was driving a 1983 Mercedes much like this one at the time of his disappearence more 
than a week ago. His partner said he suspects foul play is involved in the case.

■S'I

A**.'

Orleans-area bank. It is not known if 
Cooper's credit card or ATM card was used 
in both tries at that facility, police said.

"We do have information that an attempt 
was made to draw money from an ATM in 

New Orleans, but the attempt was not sue 
cessful," Cannon said.

The videotape from that facility is yield 
ing few leads for investigators.

"It's fairly tough to tell who the individ 

ual is who is trying to withdraw the 
money," Cannon said.

The case initially was handled by the 
local missing persons unit. Local officials 
are in touch with New Orleans police and 
have sent Cooper's photo to law enforce­
ment agencies across the nation, Cannon 
said.

Both Cooper and Bonner are members of 
Houston's Classic Chassis Car Club, an 
organization for gay men and lesbians.

HoustonPolice Department
Missing person: Jonathan Cooper 
Incident No. 168064101
Homicide division: 713-308-3600

Missing person flier: 
www.lrcf.net

713.545.5471
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CHMERLER AGENCY
Your 

Community 
Insurance 
Agency!

713.661.7700
For Auto, Home, Renters 

Life, Health, Business Insurance 
and much more.

6575IV. Loop South, Ste. 185 
Bellaire, TX 77401

www.SchmerlerAgen^.comRob
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EDITORIAL

A heretic speaks and we ought to listen
Tafel is right that our movement's 'virtual victimization' hc^ 

spawned a legislative agenda that isn't relevant to the aver­
age gay American because the real action, post 9-11, is 

way outside Washington.

by CHRIS CRAIN

Nothing gets the fur flying among 
gay activists than a Log Cabin 
Republican speaking his mind, hence 
the predictable backlash aimed at Rich 
Tafel, chief of the gay heretics, over his 
lengthy commentary against our "virtu­
al victimization," excerpted in an 
expensive print ad campaign.

In brief (something Tafel isn't), he 
argues that Sept. 11 has altered the 
political landscape for almost everyone, 
except for the lock-step gay rights 
movement, which reflexively responds 
that its standard agenda is all the more 
relevant, even as more gays are tuned 
to CNN than the latest "alarming" fund- 
raising letter from gay rights headquar­
ters in Washington.

He's right, of course, that our move­
ment leaders haven't found a new 
vocabulary for the good gay fight, post 
9-11. But the criticism doesn't sit well 
with Tafel's perennial foes at the center­
left of the movement, at the Human 
Rights Campaign and the National 
Stonewall Democrats. So instead of 
addressing the gist of his argument, 
they claim not to understand it — tak­
ing shots at Tafel's "muddled message" 
and his awkward delivery.

Any editor can tell you that Tafel has 
no monopoly on strained prose and 
verbosity, especially among activists 
who take up the pen. (At least he 
appears to have written his own com­
mentary, which is something of a rari­
ty-)

Those same editors can also tell you 
that when lobbyists at places like HRC, 
NSD or LCR are angered by the sub­
stance of criticism, the first thing they 
invariably say is that they don't under­
stand it. It's these Washington games 
that are far more likely than anything 
else to alienate gay Americans from 
"their" movement.

At his most heretical, Tafel argues 
that the repeated cries of our victim­
ization" have spawned a legislative 
agenda that isn't particularly relevant 
to the average gay American, who is 
unlikely to suffer the type of job dis­
crimination that merits a legal chal­
lenge, and who is even less likely to be 
the victim of a hate crime.

"The same gay community whose 
political leaders demanded employ­
ment anti-discrimination laws and hate 
crime protections," writes Tafel, "was 
traveling on RSVP cruises, packing 
warehouse circuit parties, and filling 
black-tie dinner halls to hear keynote 
addresses from Hollywood celebrities." 
He calls that dichotomy "virtual victim­
ization."

He's right about that, too, although 
saying so out loud is to provide a sound 
bite to those opposing both pieces of 
worthy legislation. Of course, the same

is true of most black Americans and 
most women, but that isn't an argument 
against their civil rights legislation 
either.

The real impact of non-discrimina­
tion laws is symbolic and preemptive, 
sending the message that the protected 
categories — whether racism, sexism or 
homophobia — are no longer accept­
able prejudices in our society. It is that 
broader impact, as well, that riles social 
conservatives, much more so than the 
actual extension of legal protections.

The other important justification for 
our legislative agenda is that there is lit­
tle chance of winning the freedom to 
marry — a much more important legal 
victory that would impact almost every 
gay American — until we lay the 
groundwork in basic civil rights protec­
tions.

But the really subversive part of 
Tafel's commentary — yes, Mary, even 
Republicans can be subversive — is that 
his argument undermines his own 
organization, and not just those he 
takes aim at. The real action in our 
movement, especially after Sept. 11, 
isn't in Washington, and it isn't inside 
the state capitals either, like the 
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force is 
fond of saying.

As a practical reality, the legislative 
agenda of the gay rights movement, at 
the federal and state level, won't be on 
the fast track anytime soon. Smaller 
legal advances, at the local level, are 
more likely.

But even more so now than before 
the terrorist attacks, the real action is in 
our culture and in our society. Ever 
since political gridlock stalled action 
years ago on ENDA and HCPA, our 
most effective advances have been in 
Hollywood, where gays are portrayed 
in much more favorable fashion, and in 
churches and synagogues, where main­
stream faiths have taken important 
steps toward embracing gay congre­
gants.

When we get fair treatment by the 
entertainment and news media, the 
message gets out that, as Tafel put it, 
"We're Americans who happen to be 
gay." As more of our fellow citizens 
absorb that point, and see it everyday 
in co-workers, friends and family mem­
bers who live their lives openly, then 
there'll be less workplace discrimina­
tion, fewer hate crimes, and a greater 
likelihood of federal legislation on both 
those points.

The struggle for fair treatment with­
in religious faiths is arguably an even 
more important effort, and it's surpris­
ing that Tafel, an ordained Baptist min­
ister, makes little mention of it.

There's no better lesson on the need 
to foster moderate religious movements 
than Sept. 11. Of the world's three great 
monotheistic religions, Islam is unique 
in the strength of its conservative trad^ 
tionalists in the impotence of its mode" 
ates, and in the near absence of influen­
tial progressives.

As we celebrate the defeat of the 
Taliban and the uncovering of Muslim 
women and their aspirations, no one 
even dares bring up the plight of gays 
throughout the Islamic world. The new 
government of Afghanistan, praised for 
its improved treatment of women, has 
probably heard nothing to date from 
the State Department about existing 
laws mandating capital punishment, by 
particularly brutal means, for anyone 
exposed as homosexual.

Tafel was right to encourage other 
national gay groups to support Al- 
Fahita, the gay Muslim group, still in its 
embryonic stages. But the movement 
would also be better served if Al-Fahi^| 
and its enterprising 24-year-old leadc" 
spent more time pushing for change 
within Islam than reflexively denounc­
ing any criticism from non-Muslims of 
that faith's ongoing horrendous treat­
ment of gay men and lesbians.

That record is indefensible, however 
rich and diverse the Islamic tradition 
and whatever the prophet 
Mohammed's (non)-position on the 
issue; just as Christian apologists get 
nowhere pointing to Jesus’ silence on 
homosexuality when his followers tor­
ment us in his name.

Rich Tafel is a smart guy, and he 
knew that his ad campaign would 
spark a debate about the direction of 
the gay movement. It's ironic that tl^ 
head of an organization steeped in pa™ 
tisan politics would point us outside 
the Beltway, and ultimately outside the 
political sphere. And it's unlikely that 
was his intent.

But after Sept. 11, like never before, 
the struggle for gay equality is about 
winning hearts and minds — and souls 
— and not just about winning votes.

Chris Crain is executive editor of the 
Houston Voice and can be reached at 
ccrain@window-media.com.
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means saying buh-bye to, er, \fun buddies’
PLANT LIFE

New love
by DREW PLANT

Sometime in the last six 
weeks or so I came home 
from a date and put on a

fave Patti LaBelle CD. The Original Lady 
Marmalade sang 'T'm in love again..." 
and I sang along. It was a good, big, gay 
way to capture the very sentiment I was 
feeling at full throttle.

I think my friends knew how I felt, 
before I did. Just a week before Patti and I 
celebrated my newly smitten heart with 
song, some dining buddies had asked the 
Big Gay Question. No, they didn't ask, 
"Are you in love?" Instead, my guy pals 
wanted to know if I had stopped taking 
calls from "regulars." Of course, they did­
n't use the term "regulars."

A discussion ensued about when 
exactly you should decline inquiries and 
offers from, er, "fun buddies." The con­
sensus was that the decision as to when to 
decline advances and invitations from 
new acquaintances is much easier. It's the 
regulars we all have to worry about.

After all, what if I turned away a regu­
lar and then the new romance didn't work 
out? What would 1 do then, they wanted 
to know? They cautioned me that no self- 
respecting — or is that self-loathing? — 
gay man could proceed in the Game

Called Love without playing both’ ends 
against the middle (so to speak!).

Well, I'm taking that gamble. I may end 
up with no prospects in the chute, you might 
say, but I'm taking a chance on love. It's not 
any less scary than it's been in the past, but it 
seems a little easier this go-round.

Tm not sure I am any wiser now than 
during past approaches to the Big Heart 
Throb, but two very wise mentors (thank 
you, Babs and Len!) and a previous, pas­
sionate trip down the aisle taught me not 
to be so attached to outcomes.

Live in the moment. See where things 
might lead. Trust the special person you've 
found. And, most of all, trust yourself. 
And for God's sake, try to show some self­
restraint! (Or, as my mother has oft said to 
me and to my sister, "Don't let your crotch 
rule your life!" My sister even listened.)

In other words, it's the process, stupid. 
And part of that process means taking down 
the "I will" sign and replacing it — for a few 
rewarding weeks or for a fabulous 

lifetime — with a sign exclaiming, "I'm 
happy with what I've got and I'm going to 
give it a fair, honest shot." Flashing, in neon, 
preferably. (Hey, I wasn't subtle when I was 
on the market, why should I be subtle now?)

Yup, the sound is fading of Barbara 
Mandrell crooning (in her best cigarette- 

stained voice) "standing room only out­
side my bedroom door."

Mr. Right and I haven't even had the 
Big Talk. You know, the one where we 
commit to monogamy and define the 
terms. And I don't know if we will. It's 
nice not to have to. I think we both know 
what kind of person the other is.

My perhaps-rose-colored impression is 
that we have both loved enough, lost 
enough and matured enough to not have to 
negotiate the terms. Instead of doing the 
Usual Gay Thing of trying to use and hear 
wiggle words that let us do whatever in the 
heck we want, we seem equally confident 
that we're both staking it all on (gasp!) trust.

Hey, we were lying in bed in his child­

hood room in a house on Long Island when 
he told me that he loved me. In the dark in 
whispers and building over time for two 
months before, my priorities began to shift, 
and I like the way they're lining up.

I'm putting aside my being-gay-means- 
I-can-do-anything-I-darn-well-choose-no- 
matter-who-it-hurts training and doing my 
demdest not to let My Guy get away. (And 
not smother him, either. It took me more 
than 20 years of chasing men to figure out 
that "intense" can be a bad word too.)

Best yet, I've come to realize that Bill 
meets a standard that's very important to 
me: He and my last, now-deceased, some- 
times-too-sainted-for-his-own-good part­
ner would have genuinely liked each 
other. In fact, they probably would have 
sat in the corner at a cocktail party 
together and made fun of my sentimen­
tality. I'll take that kind of razzing any 
day.

Now — and for a long time to come, I 
hope — when the lights are out and the can­
dles are lit and there's no one in the world 
but the two of us, Chaka Khan's "Through 
the Fire" seems like just the right tune. Give 
it a listen and you'll know what I mean.

Drew Plant'is an Atlanta-based writer and 
can be reached at drewbob@mindspring.com.

What if I turn away a 'regular' and the new romance doesn't 
work out? No self-respecting gay man plays the Game Called 

Love without playing both ends against the middle (so to speak).

let us know what you think!
Send the editor your letters (400 words 
maximum) or op-ed submissions (800 words maximum). 
Include a name and phone 
number for verification.

Houston Voice,
500 Lovett, Suite 200, 
Houston, TX 77006 
fax: 713-529-9531 • e-mail: editor@houstonvoice.com
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Dec. 31. 2001, at the Waftwick Hotel

• Party Favors
• OHAMRAONE AT MtONIOHT

• Late-Nicht B«kakfast
• Entertainment ano Dancino
• Coo K TA 11J Bl AC K -Tt F Sue OF S T F O

Coml celebrate New Ycar’s with your GLBT 
Community ano Friends*! Everyone is welcome,

. Tickets: $65, $85 and $150
For reservations ano information, 

call the Chamber Hotline at 713/523*7576

"qpofts/unquote"
compiled by REX WOCKNER and staff reports

Sir Ian McKellan

"I don't think pornography like that should be 
lying around where innocent people can read it 
in the lonely stretches of the night."

Gay actor Sir Ian McKellan, star of the upcoming "Lord 
of the Rings," on why he tears out the pages of the 

Gideon's Bible containing Leviticus 18: 22 — "Thou shall 
not lie with mankind as with womankind; it is abomina­

tion." — when he finds the books in hotel rooms.

"[On Judgment Day,] I wouldn't want to be in 
his shoes."

A Gideon Bible executive, responding to McKellan's interview, in the New York
Post, Nov. 27

"I am aware that part of my responsibility in this job is to be a role 
model. It's important to me because when I was a young reporter 
there were no role models. I didn't know that it would be possible for 
me to be openly gay and do what I'm doing."

Openly gay ABC TV News correspondent Jeffrey Kofman, to the Advocate, 
Dec. 4. Kofman has filed reports from the USS Carl Vinson during the current 

war in Afghanistan.

Rupert Everett and Robbie Williams

"If anyone was offended, we apolo­
gize. Rupert Everett's comments were 
intended to be tongue-in-cheek."

A BBC spokesperson, after more than 500 
viewers complained when Everett, a gay actor, 

joked that he'd love to have sex with pop singer 
Robbie Williams, and then added that everyone 
in the audience, regardless of their sexual orien­

tation, would also want to after they saw him 
perform. In a recent interview, Williams said he 

had considered having sex with a man but 
couldn't go through with it.

"Dr. Jeffrey Klausner, director of Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Prevention and Control Services in San Francisco, has suggested a 
number of measures, some coercive, which he thinks would slow the 
increase of new HIV infections among gay men. Among them: closing 
sex clubs and adult bookstores; enforcing no-sex ordinances in bars 
and clubs; enforcing no-drug policies in bars and clubs; and Internet­
based outreach and education, particularly in chat rooms where 
many gay men meet new sexual partners. Putting aside political real­
ities when brainstorming on this subject, Klausner also raised the pos­
sibility of quarantining those who cannot control their infectivity — 
e.g., those barebackers who've infected 20 different people and still 
refuse to use condoms."

Washington Monthly magazine, November

"All the while that Afghanistan's ruling Taliban has been protecting 
Osama bin Laden, Italy has been harboring another omnipotent reli­
gious zealot, one who equally condemns us Western sinners and incites 
violence with his incendiary rhetoric. Yes, right there on the European 
mainland! Meet John Paul II, Christian fundamentalist extraordinaire 
and a man who inspires thugs across the globe who commit hate 
crimes against homosexuals, a form of terrorism if ever there was one."

Writer Michelangelo Signorile in the New York Press, Nov. 20

"Let me make this clear. I didn't resign as 
Surgeon General. Iwasf/red!"

Former US Surgeon General Dr. Joycelyn Elders, to atten­
dees at an HIV/AIDS Conference in Washington, D.C., Nov.

30. The conference program stated that Elders had resigned 
from her post. Elders, hailed as the "Condom Queen" by 

AIDS activists, was fired by then-President Clinton for criti­
cizing at a 1994 U.N. World AIDS Day event the stigma 

around discussing masturbation as a safe-sex alternative. Dr. Joycelyn Elders
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NO OTHER ONLINE BROKER REWARDS OUR 
HARD WORK LIKE BROWN & COMPANY.

WE BELIEVE IF
WE COMMIT TO THE WORK, 
WE DESERVE THE REWARD.

£

»

Brown & Company, a JPMorgan Chase 

company, rewards the commitment of 

the self-directed investor with value.

f-'

Our experienced investors receive streamlined online trading

and incredibly low fees. Invest in over 6,500 mutual funds 

online. Access advanced online account management tools, 

and talk to customer service people who really know the 

business. Discover why Brown & Company has been named 

“Best of the Web’ by Forbes.com for reliability and customer

service? and make your experience 

pay off. Call or apply online today.

Equity Market Margin Rates 
Orders’ upto

$£ 1% Below
| Broker^ Cail

Low OpHoe CoaMHuioiH - Volome debates

BR0WN@C0MPANY
WHERE YOUR EXPERIENCE PAYS OFF

brownco.com / 1-866-98-BROWN

© 2001 Brown & Company Securities Corporation. Member NYSE and other principal exchanges. Member SIPC. A subsidiary of J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. 
*$5 market/ SI0 limit for equity orders up Io 5,000 shares online, touchtone, or PC Line. $12 additional for equity broker orders. Add $0.01 per share 
for total orders over 5,000 shares retroactive to the first share. System response and access times may vary due Io market volatility and volume, system 

performance, and other factors.1 Forbes.com 'Best of the Web", February 26,2001. Not FDIC insured. Not bank deposit. May decline in value.
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713.545.5471

A B Tull /

(‘scort service
studz & fems

make it a happy new year!
stress management for, 

vromen only!

■.. >3

exile

special buy
all leather jackets

& plain leather pants 

all other leather

15% off 
leather in exile 

1533 westheimer Houston 77006 
(713) 524-1087 

leatherinexilegaol.com
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Houston Buyers Club bursts 
with vitamins, supplements at 
discount prices for HIV/AIDS 
patients and other customers

Fred Walters Jr. is executive director 
of the Houston Buyers Club.

pleased at the results.
"I began taking them 

twc months ago and feel 
a lot better. I feel healthy, 
energetic and lively," he 
relates.

Watson was diag­
nosed with AIDS in 1995, 
he says, but never paid 
attention to nutrition 
until he moved to 
Houston and began seeing 
Dr. Schraeder. His biggest 
problem, he says, is gaining weight and keeping it on.

Another visitor, Ross, comes in this week for L-argi- 
nine, an amino acid that helps blood vessels relax.

"I began taking supplements in 1995, after my first 
heart attack, and they kept me from having another one 
for five years," he says.

Although he had a second heart attack.last year, 
Ross continues to take supplements.

"I feel much better," he says, "and as a nurse, I am 
interested in the research being done."

He comes to the Buyer's Club because, "This is the 
only place I can get this dosage of L-arginine, so 1 don't 
have to take as many pills, and it’s about 25 percent less 
expensive here." Ross says the Buyer's Club prices were 
a real boon for him.

"After my first heart attack, I was broke; then I only 
worked half time, so being able to get my vitamins 
more cheaply was a big help," he says gratefully.

Ross is a new kind of customer for the Buyer's Club, 
Walters says.

"We're seeing more and more people with cancer, 
hepatitis C, renal disease, transplants, and so on," he 
explains. "There's beginning to be a real push to ensure 
that people with serious illnesses get vitamins and sup­
plements. We get calls from nurses who hear about us 
from out customers."

Also stopping by the club's high-rise office this week 
is Erich Glasbrenner, a member of the Buyer's Club 
board, bearing checks from a recent fund-raiser. Money 
is a constant issue for the group, which sells products at 
a minimal markup.

It has a small Ryan White grant that provides funds 
for supplements for indigent patients, but there's not 
enough money in the program, Walters says. He stress­
es how important it is that HIV/AIDS patients stay on 
their medicine regimens, and how side effects of many 
drugs make that tough.

"If people can't manage the side effect, they won't 
take the drugs," Walter says. That's where the Buyers 
Club offers assistance.

Continued on Page 16 >

protein 
and

-other supple- 
Blments. Watson, a. 
! new Houstonian,

is a recent con­
vert to nutritional 

supplements, 
and is

Stephen Watson, a 
client at Houston
Buyers Club, 

$ cheeky out some of 
the f^oducts the 
group) offers.

Five years ago, the Houston Buyers Club operated 
from a closet in Fred Walters Jr.'s apartment. It stocked 
six items and had six customers. Today, its newly deliv­
ered refrigerator case occupies more space than the 
original closet.

"We've gone from 16 square feet to 1,600, and we 
now have more than 2,500 customers," Walters says. 
"We stock more than 300 vitamins, herbs and nutrition­
al supplements chosen specifically to help people with 
AIDS alleviate the side effects of their medications."

There is nothing closeted about the club's current 
home. It's in the high rise at Montrose and Hawthorne 
and enjoys a spectacular view of downtown. Body 
Positive is next door.

Routinely, there is a steady stream of visitors. This 
week, some came by just stick their heads in to see the 
new refrigerator case, which has generated some excite­

ment. "I'm so happy — there is a Santa!" 
exclaims one visitor.

'"Ai . Others, like
F?! rsw/iFM* stePhen Wats°n' 

'. W lUt ■ st°p byto Pick up
W r/Z/ q I some
' \ ■ • v”,". , •""*«. powder

by ELLA TYLER

Museum of Fine Arts Houston presents "West 
Side Story," starring Richard Beymer and 
Natalie Wood. Set in the Upper West Side of 
New York City in the late 1950s, the film is a 
modern-day re-telling of Shakespeare's 
"Romeo and Juliet," with rival gang fighting 
for turf while star-crossed teens fight for love. 
7 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 15 and 16. 
Tickets: $5. Museum of Fine Arts Houston, 
1001 Bissonnett. 713-639-7540.

The Houston Chamber Choir presents two per­
formances of "Welcome Christmas" this week. 
Surrounded by the Gothic beauty of Trinity 
Church, the choir will celebrate the joy of 
Christmas with sparkling carols both old and 
new. This is the group's sixth season. Tickets: 
$20 general admission, $15 seniors, $8 stu­
dents. 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16, and 8 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 17. Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Main Street at Holman. 713-224-5566.

Members Of Operation Donation (M.O.O.D.) 
will present "Fabu 2001: A Christmas Party 
with a Cause" to benefit The House of Hope 
for Children. The evening will include a wine 
reception, dinner buffet and fashion show. 7- 
10 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16. $20 suggested dona­
tion. Urbana Restaurant, 3407 Montrose. 
R.S.V.P. 713-542-4353.

Museum of Fine Arts Houston showcases 
American artist Stanton Macdonald-Wright in 
"Color, Myth, and Music: Stanton Macdonald- 
Wright and Synchromism" through Feb. 24. 
The survey of 25 paintings is the first retro­
spective view dedicated to the artist, known as 
one of this country's first purely abstract 
painters. Tickets: $5. MFAH, Caroline Wiess 
Law Building, 1001 Bissonnett. 713-639-7300.

The Contemporary Arts Museum presents the 
groundbreaking work of Bill Lundberg in an 
exhibition that begins Friday, Dec. 14. "Bill 
Lundberg: Syntax of Illusion" showcases the 
work of this pioneer in the genres of film and 
video installations. The art predates that of 
some of the best known figures in contempo­
rary film and video. Dec. 14-March 17. 
Admission is free. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday- 
Saturday; 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Thursday; noon-5 
p.m. Sunday. Contemporary Arts Museum, 
5216 Montrose. 713-284-8250. www.camh.org. 
Contemporary Dance" program at Miller 
Outdoor Theatre. The work fills the entire stage 
area with groupings of dancers that are split 
apart and then recombined at high velocities. 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 14-16, 8 p.m. 
Heinen Theatre, central campus of Houston 
Community College, 3517 Austin St. Tickets: 
$11-16. 713-529-1819. www.suchudance.org.
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Houston Buyers Club keeps on growing
Continued from Page 15 >-

"We're here to give people back their lives," he adds.
Ellen Hahn, the club's accountant, who is a full-time vol­

unteer, also contributes her experience with side effects of 
drugs. She has lost the fat in her face as side effects of some 
medicines and relates, "I've had women tell me, If I m 
going to look like you, I don't want to take the drugs.

Hahn will have fat injections done soon to help solve the 
problem. "It's called a cosmetic procedure, but it really isn’t," 
she says. "You can't go out in the world [because of the look 
some drugs can cause].

"Kevin Elkins, another board member, recently brought 
in a new duster for the club's space. He tells Walters about a 
mutual acquaintance who has been taken off his medication 
because of neuropathy.

"This is why this program is so important," he says. 
Elkins gets busy dusting. "Three years ago I was on disabil­
ity and was too sick to work," he explains. "Thanks to these 
people. I’m back at work full time. I will do anything for the 
program."

Walter says does a lot of work on education for the club.
"I spend a lot of time on the phone educating people, and 

answer lots of questions for people who are shopping, he 
relates. "I think some people feel more comfortable about 
asking questions here than they do in a health food store 
because we have a private place we can go talk."

The group hosted a health fair on World AIDS day that 
drew nearly 250 attendees.

"We were very pleased with the participation. The adver­
tising promised answers for the problems people have, like 
diarrhea and low sex drive, and that is what people want to 
know," Walters says.

The next project for the Buyers Club is production of a 
48-page publication about managing side effects of AIDS 
drugs.

Ellen Hahn, the dub's attounlant, has lost some tissue in her 
face as a side effect of some medicines. 'I've had women tell 
me, "If I'm going to look like you, I don't want to take the 
drugs,'" she says.

"We have four science writers who are working on this, 
and we will have 100,000 copies printed and mailed," 
Walters notes.

Walter says everyone is welcome to shop at the Buyer's 
Club, regardless of their HIV status.

"There isn't a membership requirement, and we have 
plenty of merchandise for everyone," he explains. "Some 
people think we are only for people with AIDS or only for 
poor people, and they, very nobly, don't want to take advan­
tage of us, but the more customers we have, the better."

Walters and Buyers Club client Russell Handy take a look at 
protein supplements.
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Houston Buyers Club
10 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays 
3400 Montrose Blvd, Suite 605 
713-520-5288 or 800-350-2392 
Fax: 713-521-7419
e-mail: hbc@neosoft.com 
www.houstonbuyersclub.com
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QUEER AS FOLK 
The Original British version.

To send flowers to your 
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DINER

\ /\ 2815 S. Shepherd 
Houston TX

713.523.5FOX
www.foxdiner.com

New South Kitchen & Bar

WHERE LOW COUNTRY 
MEETS HIGH COTTON!

In our historic 1936 Art Deco Location.

Fried Green Tomatoes, Daily Blue Plate Specials, 
Houston's Best Fried Chicken Thursdays & Sunday Brunch!

Open 7 Days from 11 AM in the morning

Things to Do This Week:
Sunday, 11 AM-3 PM 
Sunday, 3 PM - 9 PM 
Monday 5 PM -7PM 
Tuesday 5 PM-10 PM 
Wednesday 5 PM - 10 PM

Gospel Brunch 
Carolina Gumbo Evening 

Wine of the Week Tasting 
$5 Red Wine Glasses 
Acoustic Blues &$4

Foxmopolitians
Thursday, 5pm-10 pm 
Friday 5pm-1 Opm 

Saturday, 11 pm-6pm 

Sunday, 3pm-9pm

Ladies Night-$2 Well Drinks at the bar 
$2.50 Blackberry Margaritas at the bar 

$1.50 Beer Day at the bar 
$1.50 Beer Day at the bar

Proudly Serving All Houstonians Since 1996 
One of Houston’s Few

Gay Owned and Operated Restaurants.

Cafe Zorro • 905 Taft
Cocina Nuevo 
It'aio Latino

Recreate the fun of the original Fox years

Located in the Original 
Diner! Original Mexican 
Food with the Creativity 
you expect from the Fox!

by visiting our newest member of the Fox 
family,Cafe Zorro....the Mexican Fox!

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11am to 2pm

All About

At Theatre New West 
1415 California Street 

(Sonoma Restaurant building, 
between Waugh and Commonwealth)

Tues.-Thtirs. Dec. 18,19, 20
8 PM

S15
Reservations: 713-394-0464

Santa’s new helper:
North Pole groupie or conniving upstart?

r formerly

Christmas Eve
\\ a one-act musical by Charles Baker

directed by Craig Bushey 
starring David Gebo, Rex Gillit, 

Steve Bullitt, Neal Massey, 
David Carter, Eric McAnallen, 

and Michael Pitkin

presents
www.quoz.org

J

nth i.‘ Rl^u>w 51.VAK 

lAMht »>n oMHAvn’i

Starts Friday, 
December 14th

MALICIOUSLY FUNNY...
CHANNING REIGNS
SUPREME!” Ki

STOCKARB CHANNING -> JULIA STILES

THE BUSINESS 
OF STRANGERS

TWO
THUMBS /sUNDANa'I
IIDP LBEHT & IltMrhHVAK

Ur! Htni'iH
THEBUSINESSOFSTRANGERS.COM

IFCI ilm

/‘CHANNING GIVES THE 
’ A PERFORMANCE OF 

PADEEDI’’ Mi,ttnun UMnLLn! tun magazine

LANDMARK
ANGELIKA FILM CENTER GREENWAY 3 
510 Texas Avenue 5 Greenway Plaza East
(713) CALL-AFC <713) 626-0402

4
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Singing
THE

No Auditions!
All men are welcome to join the
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston 

in our exciting new season 
with new director Mr. James Knapp

Rehearsals are Monday evenings (7pm-10pm) 
beginning January 7th
at Bering Memorial United Methodist Church 

1440 Harold Street
(off of Westheimer in Montrose)

The Montrose Singers, Inc. d.b.a. Gay Men’s Chorus of Houston is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.

'nf°®9nK^

-TIJEATr*F MFW WFCT

by PAUL RUDNICK
DIRECTED BY JOE WATTS

OHS CARPEH OF EPEH
COUPLES NATALIE MAISU A HNNYVAU

ADAM & STEVE 
JANE & MABEL

mvt BUUITT& APAMCLARKt

1415 California St.

fcb’py. com'!

ONE HILARIOUS NEW COMEDY 
HATURINC; BtlINPA BABINEC. TANYA BRYAN. MARY HOOPER, 

TAAVI MARK AND MICK PSTtRUN

FOR MATURE AUDIENCES - CONTAINS NUDITY Reservations!
FBIMKiSOMYSDE<EMBER7THRUMUMY1 CURTAIN: 8PM 713-394-0464 

NOPERFORMANCEDECEMBERlIill

out on the aisle
THEATER CALENDAR

Holiday stages get busy
by PENNY WEAVER

'All About Christmas Eve'
A few twisted songs — and a few nice 

ones — punctuate the new one-act musical 
from close-harmony ensemble Quoz. "All 
About Christmas Eve" takes the stage at 
Theatre New West for three days next week. 
Formerly known as On Q, the group Quoz 
formed when Director Charles Baker asked 
a few friends from the Gay Men's Chorus of 
Houston to join him in a fund-raiser, "Songs 
Slightly Twisted," for the Body Positive 
Wellness Center in May 2000. The troupe 
has since performed at the Little Room 
Downstairs Theater, Ashland Street Theater 
and at Silent Moon, a fund-raiser for the 
chorus. "All About Christmas Eve" features 
the usual proportion of both twisted and 
nice songs from Quoz. The tunes are linked 
by a story of backstage intrigue in Santa's 
workshop, sparked when French elf Yves 
(David Gebo) insinuates himself into the 
lives of Santa (Rex Gillit) and Mrs. Claus 
(Steve Bullitt), the other elves (David 
Carter, Eric McAnallen, Neal Massey and 
Charles Baker) and Santa critic Myron 
Fuzick (Michael Pitkin). The production is 
directed by Craig Bushey.

'All About Christmas Eve'
8 p.m. Dec. 18-20

Tickets: $15
Theatre New West
1415 California St.
Reservations: 713-394-0464

'A Christmas Carol'
Houston's Alley Theatre presents the 

classic Charles Dickens tale, "A Christmas 
Carol, A Ghost Story of Christmas" through 
Dec. 30. The chilling tale features every­
body's favorite miser, Ebenezer Scrooge, 
and reminds audiences of the true meaning 
of holiday spirit. British director Stephen

Rayne, who adapted this production from 
the original "ghostly little book," returns to 
the Alley as director.

'A Christmas Carol'
Through Dec. 30
Tickets: $39-$54
Alley Theatre 
615 Texas Ave. 
713-228-8421 
www.alleytheatre.org

'A Tuna Christmas'
Celebrating its 12th anniversary in 

Galveston, the laugh-filled "A Tuna 
Christmas" plays at the Grand 1894 
House through Dec. 16. This perform™ 
brings to the stage again classic characters 
Didi Snavely, who runs the used gun shop; 
her husband, R.R., who sees UFOs as his 
rescue from marriage; Aunt Pearl, who poi­
sons poodles trespassing on her yard; and 
all their neighbors. The gang goes on a ram­
page because a "phantom" is destroying 
holiday displays before the annual prizes 
are awarded. Plus, these Texans are battling 
a bad economy, and a local production of 
"A Christmas Carol" is endangered by bad 
actors and a Scrooge-ish electric company. 
Original cast members — and Tony nomi­
nees — Joe Sears and Jaston Williams star. 
This piece has been described as a "long­
horn version of 'A Night Before 
Christmas.'"

'A Tuna Christmas' W

2 and 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15
2 and 7 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16 
Tickets: $ll-$48
Grand 1894 Opera House 
2020 Postoffice
Galveston Island, TX 77550 
409-765-1894 
www.thegrand.com

Aitors (counter­
clockwise from 
bottom left) Neal 
Massey, David 
Carter, Charles 
Baker, Rex Gillit, 
Michael Pitkin, 
David Gebo, 
McAnallen an® 
Steve Bullitt take 
the stage in the 
Quoz production 
of 'All About 
Christmas Eve' 
next week at 
Theatre New 
West.
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homefronL____
Light up the holidays
tnjoy the beauty of 
bright displays this 
season, from electrical 
to nature's own popular 
poinsettia

by ELLA TYLER

have someone around to keep the ladder 
steady and hand materials to you. Breaking 
your leg while putting up Christmas lights 
just does not have the same cachet as a ski­
ing accident, and gets little sympathy.

Whether or not you put up lights, be 
sure to cruise through downtown and enjoy 
the lights. So far, Lamar gets my vote for the 
best decorations, but there are streets I 
haven't checked out yet. Take the side

I love driving past petrochemical plants 
at night because of all the lights, so 
December is one of my favorite months. 
There are lights nearly everywhere you go. 
And they're red, green, blue, yellow, and 
white; flashing and twinkling; wrapping 
Bee trunks, draping shrubs and outlining 
roofs, sometimes all in one yard!

It is possible to achieve special lighting 
effects and still have time to work to pay 
the light bill. There is an amazing variety of 
"light sculptures." Trunk wraps are lights 
arranged on a grid that come with hooks, so 
you don't need to make yourself dizzy 
going round and round with the string of 
lights.

Bushes can be draped with prefab nets 
of lights. The white icicle lights that 
appeared a few years ago now come in col­
ors, too. Nearly any bulb style that can be 
used inside can be used outside. Garden 
centers, arts and crafts stores and big dis­
count stores are all good sources for lights 
and accessories.

1 love lights, and enjoy all displays, even 
enes that are overdone. I like casinos for 
|\eir lights, too. However, I think prettiest 
settings have either one or two colors or 
have all multi-colored lights. A little plan­
ning goes a long way.

Be careful that what you are using is 
labeled for outdoor use and make sure all 
plugs are secure. If you're using a ladder,

£

this
Winter Rose poinsettia is a 
perennial holiday favorite.

new version of

streets for a few days and enjoy the person­
alities that different neighborhoods show in 
their lights.

Tm not sure that some of the new devel­
opments in lights are an improvement — 
colored icicle lights, for example — but 
plant breeders are doing great things with 
poinsettias. There is a new variety called 
Winter Rose that has curled bracts that 
make it look remarkably rose-like. It is 
available in six shades of pink and red. I've 
also seen one called Plum Pudding, which 
looks like Aggies bred it. It's pale maroon.

Poinsettias also come in solid pink, 
salmon, cream and several shades of red. 
Some, called Monet, have various shades of 
pink, and others have a marbleized look.

Poinsettias are susceptible to several 
water-borne fungus, so avoid wetting the 
foliage when you water them. If a plant has 
gray spots on the leaves, do not buy it. They 
like bright light, but not direct sun; good air 
circulation; and temperatures above 50. 
They should not dry out, but don't like 
soggy soil. If you have them in a decorative 
container, be sure they have good air circu­
lation and are not sitting in water.

Poinsettias have very fragile stems, so 
handle them with care. If you snap a flower 
off by accident, seal the cut by putting it in 
boiling water for 30 seconds or passing it 
through a flame. Then use it like any cut 
flower.

When the colored bracts finally fall, you 
can cut the plant back and keep it for next 
year, either in a pot or in the ground. It will 
bloom again if given total and uninterrupt­
ed darkness for 15 hours a day from Oct. 1 
'til the bracts color, about nine weeks. If you 
have planted it outside and it's not color­
ing, there is some light coming from some­
where that is disturbing the plant. The 
plant will freeze.

Poinsettias bloom in response to long 
nights, which is why in their native Mexico, 
they are naturally in bloom near Christmas, 
but Christmas Cactus bloom primarily in 
response to cool nights. This is important to 
the buyer, because they are likely to drop 
their flowers if the temperature gets too 
warm. Keep them in the coolest place in the 
house.

By the way, congratulations are in order 
to R. Michael Lee and Chuck Gulick, whose 
MacGregor area garden is featured in 
Traditional Home, Holiday 2001. The gar­
den truly is as wonderful as the pictures.
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closet • home office • garage • pantry

713-792-2265

EARN $$$ FOR 
PARTICIPATING!

Want to Quit Smoking?
Project CASSI
FREE NICOTINE PATCHES AND 
USE OF COMPUTER!
Stop-smoking research study uses hand-held 
computer and nicotine patches.

THE LNIVERSnY OF TEW 
MD ANDERSON 
CANCER CENTER 
Making Cancer History™
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The Melting Pot, Houstons only fondue restaurant has 
been voted one of Houston's “Most Romantic Dining 
Expen cnees/ Come join us for a unique and intimate 
dining experience in a casual but comfortable environ- 

h menc Wo offer a wide variety of entrees as well as our 
wonderful cheese appetizers, but don’t forget our 
dwolare desserts that have made us famous! We arc 
now fearunng. the ultimate in dining pleasures.

r - . -^1 jn- ■.■ffffjr. ■
a fondue restaurant

Dip into something different.SM

■$;W
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6100 Wstf^raer • 713-532^5011

A four course feaiure that

: *xi:’
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rrulv completes the fondue experience.
CHEESE FONDUE COURSE

Swiss or Cheddar Cheese Fondue.
Seasoned To Perfection Table-Side

SALAD COURSE
Bitter Swcct-C^alilornia Salad. Chet s 
Salad or Mushroom Salad

MAIN COURSE
Twin Maine Lobster Tails. Center-Cut 
Filet Mignon, Japanese Tiger Shrimp. 
Choice Sirloin Teriyaki, Breast Of 
Chicken.
Accompanied By An Exotic Assortment 
of Vegetables and Sauces.

DESSERT
Milk. White or Bitter-Sweet Dark 
Chocolate Fondue!
Accompanied By Fresh Fruits and Cakes 
for Dipping

fAz? c<utpicy ^'33’'' per p^^a/L

since

1308Montrose
Winner of 12 Marvin Zindler 

Blue Ribbon Awards!

eating out
RESTAURANT REVIEW

Eatery serves the mundane
World Cafe and
Margarita Bar excels at 
drinks, but fails to offer 
worldly tastes
by TRAYCE DISKIN

Without a doubt, the location of the new 
World Cafe and Margarita Bar occupies a 
very prominent place in the minds of 
Houston diners.

Whether that's due to the spacious 
structure itself, surrounded in palm fronds 
and Mexican tile, or due to the revered 
memory of the Blue Agave (and perhaps 
fainter memory of the Moose Cafe), the 
unveiling of a yet another incarnation on 
the corner of West Gray and Waugh has 
been much anticipated.

The good news is that this new estab­
lishment lives up to half of its name. 
Margaritas (much like the Blue Agave's) 
are devilishly potent and lush. That takes 
care of the drinks.

When it comes to the dishes, however. 
World Cafe seems to have fallen prey to the 
trend of "world" or "fusion" cuisine. In its 
attempt to specialize in "great cuisine from 
around the world," it has oversimplified 
not only the cuisine, but the dishes them­
selves.

The menu reads as a virtual "Miss 
Universe" pageant of dishes that may sym­
bolize each region, but are ultimately lack­
ing in substance. Rather than use its con­
cept as an entryway into the innovations 
and subtleties in world cooking, we're 
greeted with the old standbys such as 
shrimp tempura (Japan), barbecue pork 
(China), lamb chops (France), and of course 
the hamburger that all U.S. patriots can be 
proud of.

In other words, world cuisine or not, the 
menu reads like a haphazard and rather 
cliche potpourri.

The only thing that can save an 
unpromising menu, of course, is excellent 
food, and here World Cafe tends to falter as 
well. The appetizer options consist of 
Garlic Butter Calamari with Pineapple 
($5.99), which features a frothy butter sauce 
with a minute whiff of pineapple. The 
Lettuce Wraps ($7.99) feature either spicy 
minced Thai shrimp or chicken. While we 
appreciated the well-seasoned meat in 
these dishes, the minced texture on cold, 
wilting lettuce made the dish a little cum­
bersome to manage.

The Spicy Chicken Strips ($4.99) with 
Vietnamese Dipping Sauce and Ranch 
Dressing were particularly insipid. 1 do rec­
ommend the Peel-em and Eat-em Boiled 
Shrimp ($5.99), which were large and suc­
culent, and accompanied by a velvety 
wasabi cocktail sauce that had the flavor 
and pizzazz that many of the other sauces 
lack.

When we asked our server about, the 
size of the shrimp, and how much to order 
for our group, she politely stated she had 
"no idea," and didn't offer to find out for 
us. No wonder, then, that when one friend 
ordered the Sesame Crusted Sushi Tuna 
with Ponzu Sauce ($17.99), our server hap­
pily sat down Sexy Skirt Steak with 

Chipotle Blouse ($11.99) in its place^ 
Although the restaurant was hardly full, 
we could forgive a this type of gaffe — but 
didn't our server remember that she never 
asked us how we wanted the steak cooked?

Rather than wait another 20 minutes for 
her meal, my friend graciously ate the steak 
and reported that it was a little tough, 
although the smoky chipotle added a 
savory kick. Another friend enjoyed her 
Scaloppini of Sesame Chicken Breast 
($9.99), due to the harmony of the kaffir 
mandarin sauce and sesame seeds. The 
breast was well-cooked, although she 
lamented the Pesto New Potatoes, which 
were richly sauteed in onions and garlic, 
but coated too heavily in a vinegary basil 
sauce.

My Chipotle Aioli Seared Redfish 
($16.99) was meaty, moist and delicious,^ 
although I had a similar complaint about^ 
the potatoes. The accompanying sauce was 
much like the Calamari's, greasy, without 
much pineapple flavor. The chipotle sauce 
wasn't as prominent as I would have pre­
ferred, but the clean, simple taste of the fish 
was enough.

World Cafe offers a rather predictable 
list of salads and soups, and while patrons 
may have no problem finding a favorite or 
two, like Thai Chicken Soup ($3.99), or 
Goat Cheese and Pecan Field Green Salad 
with Ginger Dressing ($6.99), very few 
transcend the menu's overall mediocrity.

If World Cafe were the only cafe on the 
block, it would be an entirely reasonable 
place to enjoy some grilled fish or a burger. 
Fortunately, however, we're blessed with 
better restaurants doing the "taste your 
way around the world" thing (Farrago's 
immediately comes to mind).

In order to compete, World Cafe will 
have to introduce us to a world that's a bi^ 
less mundane and far more worldly.

World Cafe and Margarita Bar 

1340 W. Gray 
520-9696
www. worldcafe 1 .com

Food: f®1 t®l I«

Service: Wl t@l wi

Value:

Scene: Wl t@l Wl

Opt for bread, water at home
W

OK, if you really must
WIW

, Fine for most wtenei
.A| Worth the drive, so live a little Wl ’Wl Wl W

It geu



HOUSTON VOICE • DECEMBER 14, 2001 21

New South 
Kitchen & Bar

Sunday
Famous Gospel Brunch

Thursday
Fried Chicken 

$3.75 Foxmopolitans

2&15 S. SHEPHERD 
HOUSTON, TX 7709$ 
713.523.5F0X 
WW.FOXDINER.COM

Cafe Zorro • 905 Taft • 713.528.9691
Nuevo Wavo Latino Cuisine

Lunch only M-F llam-2pm

Available for private parties & events, evenings & weekends

HOURS
Monday-Thursday llam-lOpm
Friday-Saturday llam-llpm
Sunday llam-9pm

ON YOUR 
NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us! 
Montrose Inn 
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We're right IN the neighborhood. 
And priced right! 

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to 15 gay bars. 

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-1228 
713-520-0206 
montroseinn.com

THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!

*

I

’.S c

U-c

fe wf 
fl 

•roll

Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

We do catered events for up to 200 people!

501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006
(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224 

Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com
YOU'LL LOVE IT!

A hotel & restaurant 

in a locale SO wr 
You'll need that 
cold shower!

OUT and A&OUT 
Editor’s Choice Award 2000/2001 

Recognizing outstanding achievement 
in gay travel.

GABRIEL
Award-winning Nuevo Latino restaurant 

with chef of the year 2006-Greggory Hill 
DINE WITH PASSION!

2121 PST. NW WASHINGTON DC 20037 • 202, 293. 3100 

WWW.RADiSSON.COM / WASH INGTON DC

Naughty or Nice
The perfect gift is the ‘RAINBOW GIFT PACKAGE'

YOUR PRESENT IS JUST A SLEIGH RIDE AWAY!
* 2 night’s deluxe accomodations m the heart of Dupont Circle.
* Latin Sensation Cocktails in Gabriel Restaurant
* The Amazing Sunday Brunch with unlimted sparkling wine, 

mimosas and the whole works.
* Goodie gift bag.
k A magical time in the Nation’s Capital-Washington DC

$225 per couple for the whole gift package

THE RADISSON BARCELO HOTEL WASHINGTON
A O E t. U X E hl Q T E L IN D U P O N T C I R C L E

IF 
Barcelo
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’^Partner Pings" 
custom rings - unavailable in stores

'■ .;.z- -

Female Version Male Version

Prices vary depending on ring size and material 

Available in Silver, 14k Yellow or White Gold, or Platinum

To order contact Marty at AGoldenGuy@AOL.COM or call 877-635-0261

Copyright 2001 Marty Sherman

Gay Owned and Operated 
Proudly Serving "Our" Community.

2318 S. Shepherd • 713-528-9080

AMERICAN

PRIDEDry Cleaners
Store Hours: 7am to 7pm (Mon-Fri) • Sam to 1pm (Sat)

community 
calendar *
Saturday, dec 15
Asians & Friends Houston. Dining with 
Friends at Hunan Chef II. 713-626-6300. 
www.AsiansAndFriendsHouston.com.

every Saturday
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 
713-526-5738.
Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 
713-880-2872.
Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a.m.
281-437-0636.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call for 
ride locations. 713-863-1860.
Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m.
713-453-7406.
Q-Patrol walks the streets 9:30 p.m.
Convenes at community center. 713-528-SAFE.
E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com
Rainbow Fishing Club. Meeting. 713-526-7070 
or 713-880-9235.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m.
1805 W. Alabama. 713-528-6665.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center.

Drop-in noon-4 p.m. • Center cleanup, 10 a.m. • 
Texas Association for Transsexual Support, 3 p.m.
• STAG (Some Transgenders Are Guys), 7 p.m. • 
803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Sunday, dec 16 
every Sunday
Anarchist Black Cross Federation/Anarchist

Reading Group. 1 p.m. www.houstonabc.org. 
713-595-2103
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church.

Services at 8:30 & 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 
a.m. 713-526-1017.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Sunday School for children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 
or www.communitygospel.org.
Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal

Baptist. Service 9:30 a.m. & education hour 11 
a.m. 713-668-8830.
First Congregational Church (Memorial).

Service at 10 a.m. Christian Education, 11:30 p.m.
713-468-9543 orfcc-houston.org.
First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at
9:30 & 11:30 a.m. Brunch available, 10:30 a.m.
Panel discussion, 1:30 p.m. 713-526-5200. 
church@firstuu.org.
Gay Catholics of St. Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m.
worship service. Dinner and social. 
alexcam@wt.net. 713-623-0930.
Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all 
ages 9 a.m. Service 10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269. 
Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 a.m. 
713-529-8225.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m to noon.
Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
houstontennisclb@aol.com

Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church.

Service, 6:30 p.m. 713-528-6756.
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women.

713-869-1686.
Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 and 11 a.m.
Adult Sunday School, 10 a.m. Youth Sunday
School, 11:15 a.m. Handbell Choir rehearsal, 
1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite
Eucharist I, 7:45 a.m.; Holy Rite Eucharist II, 8:55 
a.m.; Education hour, 10 a.m.; Choral Eucharist, 
11 a.m. 713-528-6665.
The Women's Group. Meeting and discussion.
10:45 a.m. 713-529-8571. ||

Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation.

Adult discussion, 9:45 a.m. Service, 11 a.m. 281- 
277-8882. www.tuuc.org.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County.

502 Church St. Service, 10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum,
10 a.m. Service, 11 a.m. 713-686-5876.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center.

Drop-in 2- 5 p.m. • LOAF (Lesbians Over Age 
Fifty), 2 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. • 713-524-3818.

monday, dec 17
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Christmas social.
Tom, 713-726-8736.
www.geocities.com/gaydadshouston/

every monday
AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling 
Center. 713-529-0037.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with 
HIV. 713-830-3000.
gayDAR. Wellness Community. Support Group.
7 p.m. 713-526-1017, Ext. 211.
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support group.
8-9:30 p.m. Grace Lutheran Church. Tom, 
713-726-8736.
www.geocities.com/gaydadshouston/
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open 
rehearsals, 7 p.m. 713-521-7464.
Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m.
Bering. 713-526-1017, ext. 208.
HIV testing. STD exams and treatment. Free.
AVES. 1-6:15 p.m. 713-626-2837.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at 
the Tennis Center. 713-692-2703.
Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.
Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show. 8-10 p.m. KPFT 
90.1. 713-529-1223.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry.

Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 936-441-1614.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center.

Drop-in 6-9 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

tuesday, dec 18 
every tuesday
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang,
11 a.m. 713-526-1017.
CPR Classes. 3 p.m. 713-607-7700.
For Mature Audiences Only. Support group.
7 p.m. Bering Memorial UMC. 713-526-1017.
Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to mid­
night. Club Houston. 713-830-3000.
Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mt. Vernon. 
713-526-8390.
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community
•calendar

Gay youth. New program for young gay males, 
ages 18-29. 7 p.m. 614 Avondale. 713-533-9786.
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support 
group. 7 p.m 713-524-0439.
Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience 
necessary. Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. 
Kay, 713-208-1529.
HTGA. Support group. 7 p.m. 713-520-0439.
Men's Network. Discussion group for social, edu­
cational development of gay and bisexual men.

■kp.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Vmorthwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry.

Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 281-633-2555.
Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons.
Brazos River Bottom. Two-hour free dance work­
shops. No partner needed. Beginner. 2 Step, 
Waltz, Shuffle & Swing. Drop in anytime. 8:30 
p.m. 713-528-9192.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center.

Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • Lesbian Coming-Out Group, 7 
p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Wednesday, dec 19 
every Wednesday
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church.

Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Various support groups, 7 p.m.
‘ 713-526-1017.

Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's 
Episcopal. 713-526-6665.
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m.-l 
p.m. 2015 Thomas St. 713-793-4026.

eelance Art Classes. By Kermit Eisenhut for 
^^IIV+ individuals. 1-4 p.m. Lunch provided.

713-523-9530.
Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 Yale. 
713-527-0931. www.houstonprideband.org.
Houston Tennis Club. 7:30-9 p.m. Memorial Park 
at the Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com 
Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. Meets 
every other Wednesday. 713-383-6738.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry.

10 a.m.-6 p.m. 936-441-1614.
Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Bible Study 7:30 
p.m. Resurrection MCC. 713-861-9149.
Women's Network. Montrose Counseling Center 
discussion group for social, educational develop­
ment of gay and bisexual women. 7 p.m.
Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center.

Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • Free HIV testing, counseling,
9 p.m. • Houston Committee for People's 

^Tadio, 6:30 p.m. • Bi-Net Houston. 7:30 p.m. 713- 

524-3818.

thursday, dec 20 
every thursday
Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880- 
9235. www.communitygospel.org.
Free HIV Testing. By the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. Toyz Disco. 713-830-3000.
FrontRunners. Running club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522- 
8021.
Gay Houston. New social group for all ages. 7 
p.m. 713-526-9318.

Hep C Recovery. Support group. 6:30 p.m. 
Bering. 713-526-1017, Ext. 211.
HIV Art Therapy Program. 1-4 p.m.
Kermit Eisenhut. 713-523-9530.
Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience 
necessary. Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. 
Kay, 713-208-1529.
Lambda Skating Club. 8 p.m. Tradewinds.
Skating Rink, www.lambdaroll.org. 713-410-7215. 
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry. 10 a.m. - 
6 p.m. 281-633-2555.
Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons.
Two hours free line dance instruction. No partner 
required. Drop in anytime. Brazos River Bottom. 
8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.
STD exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626- 
2837.
Spanish Charla Conversation Group. Empire 
Cafe, 7 p.m. Email charlahouston@msn.com. 713- 
416-7203.
Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center.

Drop in 6-9 p.m. • Monthly board meeting, 7 p.m. 
• 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

friday, dec 21 
every friday
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with 
HIV. 713-830-3000.
Govinda Yoga Club. Free yoga classes at 3115 
West Loop South, No. 21. 713-439-0455.
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals 

(H.A.T.C.H.) Meeting. 713-942-7002.
Houston Tennis Club. 7:30-9 p.m. Memorial Park 
at the Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com 
Kolbe Project. Morning prayer, 10 a.m. 
713-861-1800.
Lesbian & Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM. 7 p.m. 
713-526-5738.
Q-Patrol. Walks the streets. 9 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. 

Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • Hawthorne Men's Club, 7:30 
p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818

volunteer/self-help
Gay & Lesbian Help line. For gay, lesbian, bisex­
ual, transgender and questioning youth. Staffed 
by volunteers of all ages. 6-11 p.m. Monday- 
Friday, 5-10 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
888-340-GLBT.
Peer Listening Line. Youth only. Staffed by GLBT 
youth for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and 
questioning youth. 5-10 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
800-399-PEER.
Volunteers needed. Trauma volunteers needed 
at Memorial Hermann Hospital to comfort and 
support family members in the emergency and 
trauma departments. 866-666-6772.

To list an event, call 713-529-8490, 
fax at 713-529-9531, 
or e-mail editor@houstonvoice.com.
Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
In Business Since 1989

Perfection Plus
Domestic Services

Specialists in Detail Cleaning
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

BONDED FOR YOUR PROTECTION 
MOVE-INS/MOVE-OUTS • SPECIAL PROJECTS 

WEEKLY - BIMONTHLY
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1989

: $iooooff :
। First Cleaning ।

We Supply All Cleaning 1
> Products & Equipment ■

FREE ESTIMATES By Phone 
(713) 895-2766

THf Ifftf PlACt
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

Cooper;
Lv TIRES .Ji

1307 Fairview 
(3 blocks west of Montrose) 

713-529-1414

American s Foreign

p—T: fUectrical Repair
Complete Brakes 
Tune-Up

,__ r| Major or Minor Repair

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

Auto Repair & Service
713-526-3723

1411 Taft Houston,TX. 77019

STlUXS-YOtCAXUVEniTHOUTlT

Convienent Montrose location 
by appointment only, I I am to 8 pm

713-524-4759
KEN CLAUDE RMT#028519

for thelevyclry designed exclusi

Levian Community to 
uni^^pmmitment. and pride

rzvzz 6(/c( J tm

18k Gold, 18k combinations J
Commitment Rings, Unity1 ^d--r1hore.

www.lambdaldve.com 
866-261*5262 toil free 
Vts4 Our Web Srte or CaH for Brochure

Penis-Enlargement.net
FDA Approved vacuum 

pumps/surgical. Gain 1-3". 
Permanent & safe. Enhance 
erection. FREE Brochures! 
Latest enlargement info: 

(619)295-HUNG or 
900-976-PUMP ($2.95/min.)

if your hair 
isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to me.

DON GILL
STUDIO 911 

713-521-0911 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Make Ready 
Residential & Commercial

3 713.861,6181

to*:
irk

• AUTO • HOME • LIFE • 
LOW COST AUTOS 

LOW COST RENTERS 
MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS 

TONY MAY 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

NATIONWIDE 
INSURANCE 
713-807-8264

NATIONWIDE 
INSURANCE
Natronwoe ts on your side
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Houston
classifieds

Houston Classifieds deadline is Monday at noon

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DAY SHELTER
Needs new or used clothing and 
snoes in good condition • Contact 
Etalia or Ruth at 713-528-5567

FLU SHOTS
MONTROSE CLINIC

$20 • Walk-in • Monday-Thursday 
9am to 8pm • Friday 9am to Gpm • 
215 Westheimer • 713-830-3000

MR PRIME CHOICE
We are looking for the "Prime 
Choice" vest for our former and 
deceased winners. Vests are to be 
placed in the archives. If you have 
one or know where any of the 
vests are, please call Don Gill at 
713-521-0911

EMPLOYMENT

TELEMARKETERS
Fundraisers/Surveyors needed • 
Full and part-time available • 
Starting $6.50 to $8.75/hr • GLBT 
friendly environment • CALL FOR 
APPOINTMENT • 713-782-0060

SOUTH BEACH JR'S
MIHE

800 PACIFIC AVE
Taking applications for all positions
• High Volume • Gay night club • 
Group health insurance offered • 
Apply in person Wednesday thru 
Friday • 1 to 4 pm. Recent photo is 
required. 

FREE EMPLOYMENT 
ASSISTANCE

Offering free employment assis­
tance to HIV+ individuals.
Including job preparedness, train­
ing, resume development, and job 
searching assistance. For more info

 
call 713-981-1543 

PWA COALITION
PART-TIME

Warehouse Assistant • Clean driv­
ing record required • Fax resume 
to 713-522-2674

FOR SALE/RENT
FABULOUS

Glamorous • Prestigious • Those are 
just a few of the words that describe 
THE premier address in Montrose • 
Come experience your stunning 
new community today • Up to one 
month free! AMLI Town Square*713- 
522-4111 • www.amil.com

MONTROSE 
COTTAGES

1/1 Garden Cottage • $300 and up • 
Reserved for People Living with 
AIDS • 90 day MAX • Phone, fur­
nished,AC • Maid paid • No deposit
• Sliding scale fee .• No drugs or 
Alcohol on property • AIDS Housing 
Coalition AHCH • 713-521-1613.

Garage apartment • $550/mo 
includes gas & water • $500 
deposit • Available 12/16/01 • 713- 
898-0134_____________________

Garden apartment with private yard
• 1/1 • Newly remodeled • Central 
AC/Heat • Woodhead near 
Westheimer • $750/mo + electricity • 
Deposit & references • 713-528-0928

OFFICE FOR REHT
Second floor office available at 
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center • 803 Hawthorne • 14' X 
12'6" • Nonprofit GLBT organiza­
tions preferred as tenant partners, 
but all inquiries welcomed. Call 
Tim Brookover @ 713-524-3818

Furnished rooms in Montrose from 
$295/week • For single, quiet per­
son • Free cable tv, breakfast, park­
ing, maid service • With queen 
bed, kitchen, & laundry access

Montrose Inn • 408 Avondale 
713-520-0206

PRIDEREALTY.COM 
SALES/RELOCATION

HEALTH
FREE YOGA CLASSES

FREE yoga classes every Friday 
@6:30 p.m. *3115 West Loop South 
#21 • No restrictions • No reserva­
tions needed • 713-439-0455

HOME IMPROVEMENT
It's time to get those projects 
done! Decorative ideas • Planning
• Refinishing services • Recycling 
hauling • Call JuneRose J.R. 
Futcher» 713-521-7863

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
Rent-To-Own Computers! Starting

 at $19.95 a week • 1-800-422-3368

 Rent-To-Own 50" Big Screen TV's!
Starting at $29.99 a week • 800-774-4553.

MASSAGE THERAPY
THERAPEUTIC

RUBDOWHS
Full Body Massage by a young ath­
letic male • RMT# 17254 • 713-494- 
4023_____________________ ___

Incredible 1 hour session • 8 years 
experience • Body builder • 
Montrose area studio designed for 
massage • Noon to midnight • $60 
per hour • Mitchell • 713-521-3359

MASSAGE BY KEH
Experience stress relief • 
Convenient Montrose location • By 
appointment only • 11am to 8pm • 
RMT#028519 • KEN CLAUDE • 713- 
524-4759 

MASSAGE
Therapeutic • Swedish • Sports • 
Deep Tissue • Myotheraphy • relax­
ation therapy • Jason • College 
Guy • Memorial Park Studio • 
www.sizzlingmassage.com • 713- 
863-8888_________________

FOR ACTIVE MEN
Your time for personal attention • 
Full Body Swedish Massage • Jose 
RMT #17316 < 713-397-8286

IFULL BODY 
RELAXATION

by Young Athletic Male • 
RMT#016479 • Tim • 713-876-3811

Massage by David Rangel • 
Swedish • Neuro Muscular Therapy
• Montrose area • MC/VISA/AMEX 
welcomed • RMT #8069 • 
Appointments 713-523-0738

SWEDISH MASSAGE 
BY PATRICK

• Relaxation • Myotherapy • Deep 
tissue • (RMT#024589) 713-807- 
7109 • 713-501-9852. • 1 1/2 hours 
for $50. 1 Hr. $40.

MASSAGE
Absolute Let-Go

Houston Metro

713.942.2399
• Montrose Location
• 7 days/evenings
• Visa/Mastercard
• Outcalls welcome

Continued on page 25

ACROSS

Puzzle

1 Ballerina's skirts
6 Document prepared by Eric McCormack's 

character
10 Get better
14 Montalban's "The of Khan"
15 Singer Gorme
16 Continent of Margaret Cho's ancestors
17 Condon's award for "Gods and Monsters"
18 standing up (gets no applause)
19 Fairy godmother's stick
20 Start of a quip from "Torch Song Trilogy"
23 Urvashi has one
24 Infamous Amin
25 "Kiss of the Woman"
29 Liberace and Elton John
34 Fierstein, in "Torch Song Trilogy"
35 "Tales of the City"'s Madrigal
36 Palindromic boy king
37 “It's of your business! “
38 More of the quip
39 "Tales of the City"character
40 Mon. follower
41 Sound breathless
43 Fierstein, of "Torch Song Trilogy"
45 That's Rich!
47 Revamps
48 Org. that likes to shoot off
49 Fleecy female
50 End of the quip
58 You may spread it open before eating it
59 Album of the (GLAMA award)
60 GLAMA pop award winner Teresa
62 Six Feet Under creator Ball
63 " Patience"
64 DeBeque in South Pacific
65 Org. that may include bears
66 Stats from "A League of Their Own"
67 Rita Mae and Martina did this

TIERSTEiri THEATER”
DOWN
1 DiFranco's M Little Girls“
2 Astronomer's bear
3 Grace
4 State where two women could be in a marriage, 
formerly
5 Respond to the cold
6 One of Spencer-Devlin's irons
7 Prefix that means "queer" )

8 Gladly
9 L of GLAAD
10 Where they say "Aloha" when they go or come
11 Jacob's hairy brother
12 "It Necessarily So" ।
13 "My Fair "
21 Socially challenged person
22 St. Vincent Millay
25 He gives gifts in stockings
26 Word before Mary, in song
27 Boyd's "Gay Priest: an Journey"
28 Deer in Maria's song
29 Prop department jewelry
30 Pinch opening?
31 Where Susan Feniger shows a range of skills?
32 Etheridge, before a concert
33 Has more than a one-night stand
38 Crews (Dallas bar)
39 A-Team member known for his gold chains
41 Roz portrayer on _Frasier_
42 What Niles and Frasier do to patients
43 Goldie of “The First Wives Club"
44 Like people in a burning building that come oul

46 Vocalize
49 New money on the Continent
50 Baez, Rivers, or Crawford
51 Where Bertrand Delanoe often deplanes
52 Votes of approval
53 Cruise obnoxiously
54 Comic-juggler Felder
55 Shirley MacLaine's la Douce role
56 Hans Christian Andersen's
"The Emperor s New —
57 _Vogue_ competitor
61 Was out in front

1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

p25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47

48 M9

|50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 |59 60 61

62 |63 64

165 I66 67

Answers on Page 27
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MASSAGE THERAPY
AT IT'S EIHEST

Swedish • Deep tissue • Sports • 
Reflexology • Don't settle for less 
pn/Out • Hotels • 7 day • 

Nationally certified # 016074 • Jeff • 
713-825-4062.
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MASSAGE
■?at sore, stiff muscles, tension 
and stress • Renewed flexibility 
and wellness • RMT #016479 • 
Tom • 713-520-6018

JOB STRESS?
TOUGH WORKOUTS?
Call now for a relaxing therapeu­
tic Swedish massage • Body 
builder & licensed therapist • 
RMT#005930 • Randal • 713-529- 
3348

MOVING SERVICE

PLAmiriG TO MOVE?
We'll move you in the right direc­
tion • American Movers • 
Experienced • Trusted • Insured • 
Tx Dot # 5282035C • 713-522-1717 
• www.americanmovers.org • 
800-522-2670

WWW.A HOUSTON 
MOVER.COM

30 years experience • Insured • 
TxDot 534438B • 713.861.1212 

OCCASIONS
Happy Second anniversary to 
John Esqueda and Ovin Phalen. 
Two years and still lovin' it!

Asians and Friends member 
Christopher celebrate a birthday 
on 12/07____________________

CCCC members Lee P. (12/12), and 
Gerald S. (12/20) steer clear for 
the birthday cakes this week.

The BRB's own Tommie Sue Ellen 
sneaks in a birthday on 12/18.

RSICSS's Barbara Morin cheers in a 
birthday on 12/21

Montrose Inn owner Henry sneaks 
in a birthday on 12/18.

Pacific Street's own Jay Allen lifts 
his glass for a birthday toast on 
12/18._______________________

Sexiest Voice in town Mike Scott 
celebrates his birthday on 12/19.

PETS

PET PHOTOS
WITH SANTA

Houston Humane Society • Dec 5 
& 6 at First Colony Mall • Dec. 11 
& 17 at Baybrook Mall • 713-434- 
5555

HOUSTON HUMANE 
SOCIETY

NO ANIMAL TURNED AWAY!! The 
HHS relies solely on donations. 
They receive NO local, state, or 
federal government funding. Call 
713-434-5555 to find out the 
many ways YOU can help, and for 
adoptions.

AFGHAN HOUND
PUPPIES

Cyan and Devashunii Kennels • 
AKC Black • Black & Tan • Cream • 
Blue • Blue & Cream • White • 
Hand raised • Championship lines 
• www.devashunii.com • 202-546- 
0854

PET SITTING^

BOOK FOR THE
HOLIDAYS! • 

Chanukah 
Christmas 

New Years
Established 1995

Let your pets celebrate at 
home...even if you would 

be happier somewhere else, 
they might not be!!
Ioyal1989@aol.com

Call Loyal at 713-942-8816

PRODUaS & SERVICES

ORTHOPEDIC QUEEN 
MATTRESS SET

Brand new • List $699 • Sell $129 
• 832-435-2677 • Can Deliver.

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
PRETTY AMAZIHQ STUFF 
Go to rainbowprod.com/bilbo. 
Happy Holidays from Bill 
O'Rourke • Come see me in 
"Annie" at the Masquerade 
Theater.

FULL SIZE MATTRESS
& BOXSPRING

Brand New • $90 • 713-560-7108

K1NGSIZE MATTRESS

HEW IH PLASTIC
Worth $700 • Sacrifice $199 • 713 

560-7108 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

M2M BODY GR00M1KG
Body Waxing • Clippings • 
Coloring • Personal grooming by 
Dale. Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist. Private location in 
Montrose. Call 713-529-5952 for 
appointment.

ROOMMATES
GM seeking roommate to share 
2/1 home in Heights • Hot Tub • 
$350 & 1/2 utilities • $100 deposit
• Smoking OK • 713-880-5471. 

 

VOLUNTEERS

STEVEN'S HOUSE
Seeking caregivers for transitional 
housing program for HIV+ adults
• Must have high school diploma
and experience as a caregiver • 
Contact Ms. Straham @ 713-522- 
5757 or fax resume to 713-522- 
1910_______  

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR BOOKS 

713-659-5266 
 

ESTATE SALE

Professionally framed prints and 
Mardi Gras posters • Designer 4 
piece contemporary sectional and 
chair $500 • Coffee and sofa 
tables $500 both • 3 brass out­
door light fixtures • 
Contemporary dining light fixture 
• Commercial Lat/Pull down gym 
machine $75 • Duane * 
713-522-1247.

PET OF THE WEEK! 
An American Bulldog mix, 

Minnie is a special case, rescued 
from an abusive home. She is 

fond of kitties and very 
protective of her owners-to-be. 
She hopes to be the only dog in 

her new home. She is about 2 1/2 
years old and is very strong and 
playful. To adopt this cutie-pie, 

call the Houston Humane Society 
at 713-434-5555.
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# OF ISSUES: CATEGORY: 

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

TEXT: 

 

 

State Zip 

ICall 713-529-8490 
for other categories

Name: 
Address: 
City

Phone
Check Enclosed 
Card #
Signature

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

I BUSINESS RATE $18:
। Auto Repair 
B' Business Opportunities

Entertainment 
I Help Wanted
I __ Help Wanted-Seeking 
I  Home Improvement 
B Items For SaleLicensed Massage 

® __ Moving Services
I Professional Services 
।  Real Estate For Rent

Real Estate For Sale Charge to my  AMEX QMC QVISA 
____________________________ Exp._

INDIVIDUAL RATE $10:
_ Announcements

Auditions
Employment-Seeking
Pets-Free or Lost & Found
Roommates
Personal Web sites

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

PICK YOUR 
CATEGORY

FREE*: Call for guidelines
HIV Services & Education
Volunteers
Non-Profit Organizations
‘First 20 words

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $18.00 per week.
Additional words x 75C per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week) 
Subtotal: 

Total: $ 

x# of issues

x# of issues

Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order 
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490. 
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL: croberts@houstonvoice.com
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation. 
Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $10.00 per week. Additional words at 50tf each per week.

Up to 20 words: $10.00
Additional words x 50tf: 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week) 
Subtotal: 

Total. 
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Happy 
Holidays 
from

voice
Display and Classified advertising

December 28 Issue 12 noon December 20

January 4 Issue 12 noon December 27
For more information call Wanda Faulkner or 

Carolyn Roberts 713-529-8490

Build
Your
Business

rr

<

DIRECTORY

INCOME REPLACEMENT-buy it 
before you become sick/disabled for 
30 days or more

INNOVATIVE LIFE-it has many new 
features (eg-it grows cash fast!)

LONG TERM CARE-covers nursing 
home, home care, adult day care, etc.

*other insurance policies available

Jay Marks Toyota
a Champion dealership

DON'T LOSE ALL YOU'VE 
WORKED FOR...

jay Marks Toyota 
I 171 I Gulf Freeway 
Houston,TX 77034 

(713) 943-9900
(713) 9IO-433S fax 
www.jaymarkstoyota.com 
www.championdealers.com

Debbie Johns
- Sales Consultant -

Targeting the expansion readership of the Houston Voice...Houston’s only 
GLBT newspaper. CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS: Wanda Faulkner - sales 

Manager 713-529-8490 or pager 281-722-3403.
WFaulkner@houstonvoice.com

breena 
KOBY 

SALES AGENT
(0) 281-240-7028/281-564-3736 

(M) 832-443-7972 

LET S TALK!
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My Stars!
YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

Dec. 14-21

by JILL DEARMAN

ARIES (March 21 to April 20)
If you are suffering from an embarrassing lack of knowledge about a subject that mat­
ters deeply to you, get off your butt and resume your studies. A Leo wants to respect 
you in the morning (and the afternoon, and the evening).

TAURUS (April 21 to May 20)
You're going to have to try a lot harder to make a wish a reality, while Saturn is ret­
rograde in your sign, darling. What are your intentions for this lifetime, dear? Get on 
'em! The planets are screaming "commitment" in your ear. Are you listening?

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21)
The Sun shifts into your house of collaboration and serious partnerships on Dec. 21. 
It's time for you to slip out of your daywear and into your evening wear. Depth and 
glamour matter more than function and form during this cycle. A Pisces thinks you 
have it all.

CANCER (June 22 to July 22)
Mars in fellow water sign Pisces makes this a sexy time to be watery, you sensitive 

z Cancer, dear. Don't hide your vulnerability. Flaunt it. Your ability to navigate the 
waters of the emotional world make you a great catch. And a Gemini wants to get
serious and fast. Why hold back?

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Day-job matters become more important after the 21st. Even if you're vacationing 
you'll have to concentrate on the bottom line. Multi-task your way to a happy new 
year. Ring it in with a Cancer.

during the holidays get flt not fat
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YOUR
VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
You may be easily irritated during this cycle - too many planets are riding your ass.
You may have to swallow your pride and crawl back to a Taurus for attention.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
You really should lose your temper once in awhile, darling. All this nicey-nice busi­
ness has grown tedious. Your family and your dearest friends want to see you lose it. 
Aren't you ready to tell it like it is, babe? A Leo wants to get under your skin. Scratch 
the itch!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
This is a busy time of year for you, but do try to see everybody if you can. Now's the 
time to drop a line to people you've missed, or dissed. A Virgo is waiting to hear from
you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
This is one of the most powerful weeks in your life. Make the most of it! You can rad­
ically change the course of your fate if you are persistent and persuasive. But first you 
must believe. A Cancer believes in you already.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
The moon will be conjunct Mars in the social area of your chart on Dec. 20. Use this 
aspect to your advantage. Ask out a stranger. Flirt with a friend. Be a little racy. You 
can get away with it my melancholy baby. A Scorpio is hoping for your attention..

zCTT- AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
You are in the midst of a season of epiphanies. Don't even try to act casual when it 
comes to matters of the soul. You may be about to change religions or create a new 
one. An Aries plays a key role.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
a The Sun moves into your house of friends on Dec. 21. Invite pals old and new over to 
/ break bread. You are definitely the one who can teach your buddies about forgiveness 

and tolerance. Get in the spirit. A Capricorn needs your guidance.

Answer to Puzzle on Page 24
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713-532-5011

J

only fondue restaurant hasbeen votedThe Melting Pot, Houston’s
one of Houston's “Most Romantic Dining Experiences.” Come join 
us for a unique and intimate dining experience in a casual but
comfortable environment. We offer a wide variety of entrees as
well as our wonderful cheese appetizers, but don’t forget our 
chocolate desserts that have made us famous! We are now fea-

pleasures.ultimate dininginturing

6100 Westheimer

The
Melting Pot

a fondue restaurant
Dip into something different:SM

-


