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Montreal, Chicago battling 
for gay sports fans *
Upstart Out Games event has early 
edge in registering athletes * “
By LOU CHIBBARO JR.

A breakaway organization pro­
moting an international gay and 
lesbian sports competition in 
Montreal in July 2006 called Out 
Games has registered more ath­
letes and teams than its rival Gay 
Games event, which is set to take 
place in Chicago two weeks earlier.

But supporters of both events 
say it’s too soon to determine 
which one will draw the most par­
ticipants and spectators as both 
sides wage an aggressive cam­
paign to sign up paid registrants.

The two sides are pushing their 
campaigns through upscale Web 
sites accessible in several lan­
guages. Elected officials and busi­
ness leaders in both cities have 
joined the gay organizers to help 
promote the two events in an 
unprecedented effort to lure mil­
lions of gay tourist dollars to their 
hometowns.

At first, many gay sports enthu­
siasts predicted the two competing 
events would lead to a financial 
disaster for both and would dilute 
and split apart what had become a 
unified quadrennial gay event. 
Now, some are wondering whether 
the competition has triggered an

unprecedented professionalism 
and such an overwhelming desire 
to come out ahead of the other 
that both events might turn out 
better than past Gay Games — 
both in attendance and the finan­
cial bottom line.

As of this week, officials with 
Out Games announced that 5,600 
participants had registered and 
paid in full or in part to compete in 
the Montreal games, including at 
least 1,500 Americans. Gay Games 
officials said about 3,000 partici­
pants who paid their registration 
fees in full have signed up to par­
ticipate in the Chicago events. Both 
sides said the participants who 
signed up come from more than 20 
countries, with most expected to 
come from North America.

Each side predicts at least 
12,000 participants will attend 
their respective events.

Competing for more 
than athletes

The two sides are also competing 
to line up gay choruses and bands 
from Europe and North America. In 
recent years, the Gay Games 
evolved into a cultural festival as 
well as an athletic event, with
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Olympic diving superstar Greg Louganis 
participated in his first Gay Games in 
1994. There are two competing interna­
tional gay sporting events scheduled for 
next summer, forcing gay athletes to 
choose between Chicago and Montreal. 
(Photo by Chrystyna Czajkowsky/AP)

extravaganza performances by cho­
ruses, bands and top-name enter­
tainers taking place at stadiums

Former state representative Glen Maxey of Austin has been designated to lead 
the fight against a proposed constitutional amendment that would ban both 
same-sex marriage and civil unions.
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Glen Maxey will 
lead marriage fight
Former state representative 
Glen Maxey said the legislature 
enacted HJR 6 as a diversion 
from work left not done
By BINNIE FISHER

Former State Representative Glen Maxey of Austin has been 
named Campaign Director in the effort to thwart a proposed consti­
tutional amendment banning same-sex marriage and civil unions.

Jill Ireland and John Hintz, co chairs of the Board of 
Directors of the Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas (LGRL), 
announced Maxey’s appointment earlier in the week.
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The man accused of murdering Helen Orman goes on trial
A jury began hearing testimony this week in the murder trial of the man accused of 
killing Houston Community College professor Helen Orman, 65, and wounding Julie
Graves, 31, in the Rice Village area in 
March of 2004. Beau John Maloney, 35, 
could face life in prison if convicted of 
murder and aggravated robbery with a 
deadly weapon. Investigators contend 
that Maloney fatally wounded Orman 
in the head as she vacuumed her car at 
a gas station near Rice Village March 
20, 2004. Orman, who also was a well- 
known artist, was pronounced dead at 
the scene. Maloney was arrested April 
6, 2004 by a state trooper at a rest area 
near Kerrville. Police in Houston also 
charged Maloney with robbing and 
wounding Graves at a Rice Village 
parking garage March 3, 2004. Graves 
survived a gunshot wound to the chest 
and was expected to testify at 
Maloney’s trial.

The man who police say shot and killed Houston 
Community College professor Helen Orman went on trial 
for her murder this week.
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Matt Foreman, executive director of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, will be among the speakers at 
a town hall meeting regarding the proposed marriage amendment in Texas.

HERA and HGLPC stage meeting 

to educate voters on amendment

The Houston Equal Rights Alliance 
(HERA) and the Houston GLBT Political 
Caucus (PAC) are joining forces to host a 
town hall meeting to educate Houstonians 
about a proposed amendment to the state 
constitution that would not only ban same- 
sex marriage but also prohibit civil 
unions. Speakers include Matt Foreman, 
executive director of the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) and Glen 
Maxey recently named campaign director 
for the marriage fight. “This amendment 
denies a class of people and their families 
basic human rights and protections afford­
ed everyone else,” said Tammi Wallace, 
president of HERA. “No matter how one 
feels about same-sex marriage, writing 
this kind of discrimination into the Texas 
Constitution goes against everything this 
country stands for. We are encouraging 
everyone to attend and learn more about 
the impacts of this discriminatory amend­
ment as well as how to get involved locally 
to fight this nonsense legislation.” Other 
speakers include transgender activist and

attorney Phyllis Randolph Frye, attorney 
Connie Moore, Rev. Marilyn Meeker- 
Williams of Bering Memorial United 
Methodist Church and immigration law 
attorney John Nechman. The meeting is 
planned for 10 a.m., Saturday, July 23, at 
Bering Memorial United Methodist 
Church, 1440 Harold St. www.houston- 
era.org.

Bering Omega hosts a service 

for clients who have died

Bering Omega Community Services will 
host a memorial service for its clients who 
died during the last 18 months. Volunteers 
from the organizations as well as friends 
and family of those who will be remem­
bered are invited to the service at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, July 31, at Covenant Church,. 4949 
Caroline St. For more information on the 
event, contact Susan Haarman at 
susanh@beringomega.org. Bering Omega 
is a non-profit organization that provides 
services for people with HIV/AIDS such as 
hospice care, day care and a dental clinic.

From staff and wire reports
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Maxey leads effort
MAXEY, continued from Page 1

“We are excited and pleased to announce 
that the search for a campaign director to 
lead the coahtion of Texans opposed to H JR 
6 has been concluded, and that one of the 
premier political organizers in Texas will 
be at the helm. Glen Maxey will bring his 
thirty-five years of experience to this criti­
cal civil rights battle to stop the enshrine­
ment in our state Constitution of this 
unnecessary and discriminatory ballot 
measure,” the two said in a statement.

Maxey will lead the effort to defeat 
the constitutional amendment prohibit­
ing recognition of civil marriage or civil 
unions between persons of the same 
gender which the Legislature has placed 
on the November, 2005 statewide ballot.

“I’m eager to use my experience to 
bring a broad coalition of fair-minded 
Texans together to say ‘No’ to this non­
sense in November,” Maxey said. “With 
public education, health care access, and 
rational and fair tax policy languishing, 
the Legislature spent their time and our 
tax dollars enacting this divisive, unnec­
essary amendment.”

He added, “They now are asking 
Texans to rubber stamp their efforts to 
deny many Texans the basic civil rights 
to protect their relationships and their 
family’s property and inheritance rights, 
hospital visitation, and the hundreds of 
other rights and responsibilities brought 
by a civil marriage or civil union.”

He described the proposed amend­
ment, House Joint Resolution 6 that was 
authored by State Rep. Warren Chisum 
(R-Pampa), as a wedge issue to divert 
attention from the work that legislators 
failed to accomplish in the 79th Session. 
Gov. Rick Perry called a special session 
this summer to address matters that 
remain untended.

“Texans understand that same-sex mar­
riages are already illegal in Texas and that 
it is nonsense to, for the first time in histo­
ry, use the most sacred document of the 
State of Texas, our Constitution, as a vehi­
cle to deny rights, instead of protect peo­
ple’s rights,” Maxey said.

“Most Texans are embarrassed that 
they are being asked to ratify this kind of 
bigotry We will mobilize them to act this 
November and vote to stop this nonsense.”

Maxey 53, is a native of Baytown, and 
has a Masters Degree in Education and a 
Bachelor of Science in Social Rehabilitation 
and Social Services from Sam Houston 
State University

O MORE INFO
Glen Maxey
512 E Riverside Dr., Suite 203
Austin TX 78704
512-443-2004
Glen@NoNonsenseInNoveniber.com

Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of Texas (LGRL)
www.lgrl.org
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Glen Maxey, who will lead the fight against a pro­
posed constitutional amendment banning same- 
sex marriage, was the first openly gay elected 
official in Texas.

His 35-year career in political 
activism includes campaign manage­
ment and public policy. He has partici­
pated in hundreds of electoral cam­
paigns ranging from municipal, county 
and school elections to Presidential cam­
paigns and issue referendums.

Maxey was involved in the grass 
roots effort that helped elect Governor 
Ann Richards in 1990 and was the Texas 
statewide coordinator for Gov. Howard 
Dean’s campaign in 2004.

Maxey served as a legislative aide to 
two state senators from 1981 to 1986, fol­
lowed by four years as the Executive 
Director and lead lobbyist for LGRL.

During his tenure at LGRL, he led the 
efforts to enact HIV/AIDS policy during a 
legislative environment that was hostile 
to persons diagnosed with the disease.

First openly gay elected 
official in Texas

He was elected to the Texas House in 
1991 as the first openly gay elected offi­
cial in Texas. He served six terms in the 
Legislature before retiring in 2003.

During his legislative stint, he served 
on the Public Health, Human Services, 
and Appropriations Committees. He 
earned Legislator of the Year awards 
from dozens of organizations ranging 
from Common Cause and the Gray 
Panthers to the Sierra Club and the Texas 
Nurses Association. He was recognized as 
the House leader in the efforts to create 
the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, which brought health insur­
ance coverage to 500,000 kids, and for his 
work on disability issues.

Maxey was a founder of AIDS Services 
of Austin and the Texas AIDS Network in 
the 1980’s. Most recently, he has served as 
political director of Democracy for Texas 
and has worked as a lobbyist in the Texas 
Capitol for health care, environmental 
and municipal clients.

Maxey’s appointment comes shortly 
after the resignation of Randall Ellis as 
LGRL’s executive director.
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Government seeks dismissal of 'Don't Ask' challenge
BOSTON (AP) — Only Congress can undo the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy on gay 
service members, a prosecutor argued last week in urging a federal judge to dismiss a challenge
to the rule. A dozen former soldiers dismissed from the 
military for being gay sued in December, saying the 12- 
year-old policy is discriminatory A judge heard argu­
ments last week in the government’s bid to dismiss the 
lawsuit. Assistant U.S. Attorney Mark Quinlivan said 
any changes must come from Congress, not the courts. 
He said the rule, passed in a bipartisan vote in 1993, was 
debated extensively before being approved by Congress 
and signed by President Clinton. “To say the case 
should be dismissed is not to say the debate on congres­
sional policy ends,” Quinlivan said, noting there is 
pending legislation to repeal the law. “It is only to say it 
should be returned to the branch of government where 
it should be appropriately decided.” But a lawyer for the 
12 former service members said the deference courts 
traditionally give lawmakers on military matters isn’t 
required when constitutional rights are being violated. 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” denies gay service members 
their rights to privacy, free speech and equal protection 
under the law, attorney Stuart Delery said.

U.S. Attorney Mark Quinlivan argued in 
court last week that the military's 'Don't 
Ask, Don't Tell' policy on gay service 
members can only be changed by 
Congress. (Photo by AP)

Calif. Senate keeps hope 

of gay marriage alive

SACRAMENTO (AP) — The quest to legal­
ize gay marriage was revived by a Senate 
committee that approved the measure that 
was slipped into a fisheries research bill 
after it failed in the state Assembly. The 
Senate Judiciary Committee voted 4-1 
Tuesday in favor of the bill that mirrors 
one that fell four votes shy last month in 
the Assembly. The measure by 
Assemblyman Mark Leno, D-San 
Francisco, one of six openly gay members 
of the Legislature, would make 
California’s marriage laws gender-neutral 
as the issue is headed for the state’s highest 
court. Sen. Sheila Kuehl, D-Santa Monica, 
who said she was speaking in support of 
the bill as a lesbian and not as a senator, 
said the bill reflects the civil rights issue of 
the day. “Our community’s in the middle of 
the griddle and I’m proud of it,” Kuehl 
said. Opponent Randy Thomasson, who 
has proposed a constitutional amendment 
for next year’s ballot that would outlaw gay 
marriage and remove most of the benefits 
of domestic partnerships, said the bill 
smacked of an abuse of process. “This is 
really a no-brainer,” Thomasson testified. 
“It’s sad when it was defeated in one house 
it was reincarnated here.

Gay activists ask Calif, high court 

to rule on same-sex marriage case

SAN FRANCISCO — Instead of letting the 
case wind its way through an appeals court, 
12 gay and lesbian couples who want to 
marry asked the California Supreme Court 
last week to take up the issue, the San Mateo 
County Times reported. The petition is sim­
ilar to a request filed by state Attorney 
General Bill Lockyer the previous week. The 
couples want the court to affirm a March 
decision by San Francisco Superior Court 
Judge Richard Kramer that said same-sex 
couples in the state have a constitutional 
right to marry Lockyer, on the other hand, 
wants the court to overturn Kramer’s deci­
sion, contending that California’s domestic 
partner laws offer gay couples adequate 
rights, the Times reported.

ACLU files motion to reopen 

Ky. case against high school

ASHLAND, Ky. (AP) — The American 
Civil Liberties Union filed a motion last 
week asking a judge to reopen a lawsuit 
brought on behalf of several students 
who wanted to form a Gay-Straight 
Alliance at Boyd County High School. 
The ACLU said the school district failed 
to meet part of the agreement that would 
provide mandatory anti-harassment 
training, focusing on sexual orientation 
and gender identity. Sharon McGowan, a 
staff attorney for the ACLU’s Lesbian & 
Gay Rights Project, said the training was 
part of a settlement of a previous lawsuit 
by the Gay-Straight Alliance, a gay rights 
club that had sought the right to meet on 
school grounds. Part of the agreement 
called for the school district to authorize 
mandatory anti-harassment training for 
all staff and students in high school and 
middle school. McGowan said the school 
has “fallen short of the mark,” as many 
students opted out of the mandatory 
training sessions.

Prosecutor drops charges 

against New Paltz mayor

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — A prosecutor 
dropped all charges this week against a 
small town mayor who could have faced 
up to a year in jail for marrying gay cou­
ples on the steps of the village hall. New 
Paltz Mayor Jason West, then 26, was 
among the first public officials in the 
nation to marry same-sex couples, follow­
ing San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom 
in February 2004. He had been charged 
with 24 misdemeanor counts of violating 
the state’s domestic relations law after 
marrying about two dozen gay couples in 
ceremonies that drew national attention 
to the village of about 13,000 residents 75 
miles north of New York City. Ulster 
County District Attorney Donald 
Williams said Tuesday he dropped the 
charges because he believed a trial would 
be unnecessary and divisive.

From staff and wire reports
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Advocates fear rollback of rights under new Supreme Court
By EARTHA JANE MELZER

As the nation focuses on who will fill the 
Supreme Court vacancy created by the 
retirement of Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor — and the potential retirement 
of Chief Justice William Rehnquist — 
some court observers and gay rights advo­
cates say that future Supreme Court jus­
tices’ views on reproductive choice and 
church/state separation are important to 
the future of gay civil rights.

Rehnquist was hospitalized on 
Wednesday, fueling rumors that the ailing 
justice will soon retire. He has battled thy­
roid cancer for most of the past year.

In the last few years, gay and lesbian 
rights have made great advances under 
the law, court observers said, but if the 
Supreme Court gains one or two new jus­
tices who don’t subscribe to the judicial 
philosophy underpinning those advances, 
the recent gains could be reversed.

In the Lawrence vs. Texas decision that 
decriminalized sodomy, five justices held 
that criminalizing private consensual 
adult sex violated the Constitution’s 14th 
Amendment guarantee of liberty.

“The issues that affect the gay commu­
nity are not separated off from all the 
other legal issues that come before the 
court,” said Jon Davidson, legal director 
for Lambda Legal. “In Lawrence, the court 
relied on previous decisions on reproduc­
tive freedom. O’Connor has been one of 

the key votes for retaining Roe vs. Wade ... 
if we lose choice we lose some of the 
underpinnings for some of the liberty 
rights we have gained.”

The liberty that the court talked about 
in Lawrence was the liberty to make your 
own personal decisions, like who you have 
sex with and who would become your fam­
ily, said Lara Schwartz, senior legislative 
counsel for the Human Rights Campaign.

“The court made it clear that this was in 
the tradition of Roe vs. Wade and Griswold 
— the 1965 case which overturned a law 
that made it criminal for doctors to provide 
birth control, even to married people. It is 
the anchor for our understanding of liber­
ty,” Schwarz said. “That there is a line 
beyond which the government is not 
allowed to cross, it was born in Griswold, 
expanded in Roe and finally reaches gay 
people in Lawrence.”

The parameters for privacy in personal 
sexual matters will be taken up by the 
Supreme Court this fall when justices con­
sider the case of Ayotte vs. Planned 
Parenthood. The case involves a New 
Hampshire law that restricts access to abor­
tion by requiring parental notification for 
minors seeking abortions.

“Whenever you are challenging an abor­
tion law and the court has the opportunity to 
use the power of the state to interfere with a 
person’s personal choice ... Roe can be nar­
rowed,” Schwartz said. “And erosions of Roe 
do matter because the basic principle is that 

people have certain liberties, such as what 
you do with your body, that is going to have 
big implications for the GLBT community”

Church & state issues
O’Connor was also key in cases dealing 

with the separation of church and state and 
was part of the majority that recently held 
that government neutrality toward religion 
forbids allowing the Ten Commandments to 
be displayed in court houses.

If the balance of thought on the separa­
tion of church and state shifts, Davidson 
said, we will see further blurring of the 
lines between church and state, which is 
frequently not good for the gay community 
given the way that religion has been used to 
discriminate against gay men and lesbians.

The Alliance Defense Fund is involved 
in several cases in which Christian stu­
dent groups are arguing that they should 
be exempt from non-discrimination poli: 
cies and should not be excluded from 
financial support from their schools.

“We have around 10 cases at federal dis­
trict court level, and we have cases all 
through the country,” Jeremy Tedesco, liti­
gation staff counsel for the Alliance Defense 
Fund said. Tedesco said that if the federal 
circuit courts decide the cases differently he 
believes it is “absolutely likely” that the 
Supreme Court will take on this issue.

If people are allowed to use religion to 
get around anti-discrimination policies, 
Schwartz said, we could see a dismantling 

of such policies, which are key protec­
tions for gay men and lesbians.

President Bush has said that he will 
nominate a Supreme Court justice who 
strictly interprets the Constitution.

This is code language for taking away 
liberties already recognized by the courts, 
Schwartz said.

Strict constitutionalists argue that peo­
ple only have the rights explicitly men­
tioned in the constitution.

The Constitution doesn’t contain the 
words “privacy” or “gay” or “birth con­
trol,” Schwartz said, and the Ninth 
Amendment to the Constitution says that 
just because a right is not specifically 
named does not mean we don’t have it. -

“Liberty is not just the few things listed 
like bearing arms and speech, it means the 
government can’t break into your bedroom 
like it did in Garner [which led to the 
Lawrence vs. Texas case overturning 
sodomy laws].”

People should understand what “origi- 
nalist” or “strict constitutionalist” means, 
said Neil Siegel, Duke University profes­
sor of law. “It would mean there are no 
constitutional protections against execut­
ing 7-year-olds.”

“When you start taking seriously the 
rhetoric on the right, it is, as Scalia used 
to say ‘Too bitter a pill to swallow,”’ Siegel 
said. “You are talking about living in an 
America that would be unrecognizable to 
most of us.”
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Out Games claims early lead over rival Gay Games
GAMES, continued from Page 1

where the opening and closing ceremonies 
are held.

“We still don’t know where most of our 
teams will go,” said Brent Minor, president of 
Team D.C., an umbrella group that repre­
sents more than two-dozen D.C. area gay and 
lesbian sports teams and groups, ranging 
from soccer and golf to swimming and vol­
leyball.

“Team D.C. voted to support our partic­
ipants, whichever event they choose to 
attend,” Minor said.

Minor said members of some of the 
D.C. teams, as well as teams in other cities, 
are taking a wait-and-see posture to deter­
mine which city will capture the top com­
petition in a category of sporting event — 
such as soccer or swimming.

The San Francisco-based Federation of 
Gay Games, which was formed by the late gay 
Olympic athlete Tom Waddell in the 1980s, is 
credited with starting what has become 
known as an international gay and lesbian 
sports “movement” Waddell almost single-- 
handedly put together the first Gay Games 
competition in San Francisco in 1982 follow­
ing a legal ruling initiated by the 
International Olympics Committee .that 
forced him to drop the name “Gay Olympics.”

The gay international sporting competi­
tion continued every four years since that 
time under the Gay Games title, growing each 
year in numbers. The founding event in 1982 
drew 1,350 gay and lesbian athletes mostly 
from North America and Europe, according 
to Roger Brigham, communications director 
for the Federation of Gay Games.

The number of participants jumped to 
12,500 in New York City in 1994, climbed to 
a record 13,000 in Amsterdam in 1998 and 
dropped back to 11,000 in Sidney, Australia 
in 2002, Brigham said.

Shortly before the Sidney games were 
held, the FGG named Montreal the winner 
in a competition among gay sporting asso­
ciations to sponsor the 2006 Gay Games. A 
short time later, the Montreal organizing 
committee, Montreal 2006, says it lined up 
generous sponsors from some of Canada’s 
largest corporations and persuaded the 
governments of Montreal, Quebec, and the 
national Canadian government to sign on 

as “partners” to the event and to kick in $1 
million each to help finance the games.

The committee called those develop­
ments historic, saying Canada’s entire 
governmental establishment had 
endorsed and agreed to help subsidize an 
international gay sporting event.

What happened next takes on an 
entirely different perspective and inter­
pretation among the Gay Games and Out 
Games leaders.

The Gay Games in Sydney, while hailed 
as a highly successful sports event, turned 
into a financial disaster, with millions of dol­
lars in debt and gay and gay-friendly ven­
dors left holding the bag with unpaid bills. 
Coming on the heels of similar financial 
problems with the previous two Gay Games 
in Amsterdam and New York, the FGG 
pushed through a series of rules changes 
that required the Montreal committee to 
turn over financial control of the event to 
the FGG. Up until that time, the committees 
for the host cities had full financial control 
over the events.

Among other things, the FGG wanted 
Montreal to scale back its initial budget from 
24,000 participants to 12,000, saying a 24,000 
turnout appeared unrealistic and could lead 
to financial problems similar to Sydney’s. 
FGG officials also requested that Montreal 
not link its sporting events to a planned 
international gay rights conference and to 
Montreal’s annual Gay Pride event known as 
Diversite. In addition, the FGG objected to 
the Montreal committee’s plans to link the 
Game Games to various circuit parties that 
have been associated with Diversite.

“This just came out of the blue after we 
put together a detailed and what we 
thought was a highly successful business 
plan,” said Mark Tewksbury, an Olympic 
athlete and one of the Canadians organiz­
ing the Montreal Games.

Tewksbury and other leaders of 
Montreal 2006 called the FGG rule changes 
unfair. They point out that nearly all of 
Montreal’s plans for the 2006 Gay Games — 
the projected 24,000 participants, the link to 
the Diversite Gay Pride festivities, and the 
international gay conference — were sub­
mitted to the FGG as part of Montreal’s bid 
for the games. No one raised objections to 
any of these proposals at that time, 
Tewksbury said.

Brigham, the communications director 
for FGG, said the organization’s interna­
tional governing body, which includes rep­
resentatives from nations in Europe and 
North America, approved the rules 
changes after assessing the financial prob­
lems encountered by Gay Games commit­
tees in New York, Amsterdam and Sydney

“The income projections have always 
been overblown,” he said. “We are con­
cerned about hurting local gay business­
es,” he said, noting that gay-owned busi­
nesses that have provided services to help 
put on the games often have been stiffed 
when the committees run out of money.

Brigham said FGG officials also decided 
— based on what he said was consultation 
with gay sporting teams in North America 
and abroad — that the Gay Games should 
stick to its original role as a sports event, 
with some performing arts and cultural 
activities like gay chorus and band perform­
ances. Linking the games with other events 
such as circuit parties, political confer­
ences, and Pride events — as proposed by 
Montreal — would not be consistent with 
the Gay Games and its “mission” to promote 
the gay sports movement, Brigham said.

According to Brigham, the FGG would 
have approved a larger budget to accom­
modate more than 12,000 participants later 
in the process, if Montreal succeeded in 
signing on more participants.

Negotiations break down
Nearly two years of negotiations fol­

lowed. Each side has disputed claims by the 
other over the reasons the negotiations 
ultimately broke down. In November 2003, 
Montreal 2006 sturmed the gay sports estab­
lishment by saying it would hold its own 
international gay sports competition in 
Montreal on the dates initially designated 
for the Gay Games: July 29-Aug. 5,2006.

The group announced later that it had 
formed a new entity - the Gay & Lesbian 
International Sports Association — and 
would take bids for Out Games II in 2010.

In March 2004, the FGG named Chicago as 
the host city for the “official” 2006 Gay 
Games. A newly formed Chicago organizing 
committee, Chicago Games, Inc., has since 
formed and hired gay corporate executive 
and past Gay Games athlete Brian 
McGuinness as CEO of the new organization.

McGuinness is a Chicago native who learned 
to speak French while serving for three years 
as finance director for an international media 
company based in Paris, the Chicago Games 
Web site says.

With Montreal working hard to attract 
European participation, Chicago Games 
has been touting McGuinness’s interna­
tional background and finance skills in 
what is shaping up as a heated public rela­
tions campaign between the two cities.

The Chicago mayor and the Illinois 
governor has each endorsed the Gay 
Games, and Chicago’s business establish­
ment and Chamber of Commerce are 
pulling out all the stops to promote the 
event, said Kevin Beyer, chair of the 
Chicago Games Marketing Committee.

Last year, Montreal 2006 hired Rachel 
Corbet as executive director of Montreal 
2006. Corbet has extensive experience 
working with international sports events 
in Canada and Europe.

Corbet said she is hopeful that both events 
will be successful but predicted the Out 
Games would surpass the Gay Games in 
future years to become the main internation­
al gay sporting competition. She dismissed 
calls by some Gay Games supporters that Out 
Games should become a North American gay 
sports competition similar to the yearly Euro 
Games, which are held each year except dur­
ing the year of the Gay Games.

She predicts the opposite might happen 
— that the Gay Games will shrink in par­
ticipation and be forced to limit its role to 
North American teams.

“It is hard for a lot of GLBT people to come 
to the U.S.,” she said, pointing to US. immi­
gration policies that ban people with HIV 
from entering the country unless they get a 
special waiver. She also points to hostility 
toward the U.S. war in Iraq and to President 
Bush in general by many Europeans. With 
Canada’s decision this year to legalize same- 
sex marriage and with Montreal’s reputation 
for being North America’s most gay-friendly 
city, Corbet said, Montreal is likely to attract 
far more participants from countries outside 
of North America.

Boyer and Brigham strongly dispute this 
assessment. The two note that the U.S. rou­
tinely waives its immigration restrictions 
for people with HIV for special events like 
the Gay Games, ’s reputation as a gay-
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We’ll Miss You TxDad.

TxDad, you 
will be missed! 

We love you!

— THilfiger, Chaste, 
Big Boy, Gumbeaux, 

SleepyBoy Tenish, 
Dris, Casper, 

Wendy and Ryan

Many of us lost a great 
friend last weekend. 

Robert ‘TxDad” Whittle was 
a mentor to many, and 
a friend to even more.

He taught many people 
that being gay was 

not just ok, it was 
FABULOUS!
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Children of all ages 

are invited to join a Safari Crew. 

We will follow Chadder the Chipmunk 

on his adventure across the Serengeti.
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. Register today!
' C011 713-861-9149 ext. 133

'y-j Free and open to the community!
(esurrection Metropolitan Community Church

2025 W. 11th. St. - Houston, TX - 713-861-9149

www.resurrectionmcc.org
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A 'GLUT sandwich' and a float for the Pride Parade
Jim and Linda Bratsen 
have gone from trying 
to change their gay 
son to becoming 
PFLAG activists
By DAWN RORIE

Before coming out to his parents, 19- 
year-old Steven Bratsen began making 
careful preparations in the event the hor­
ror stories that he had heard became real­
ity in his own life.

After graduating high school, he left his 
job at his parents’ company in Brazoria 
County’s staunchly conservative Santa Fe 
and got another job and his own apartment 
in order to be completely self-dependent, in 
case his parents disowned him.

As it turned out, though, he never 
came out to his parents. He was outed by 
a long-time employee of their family- 
owned well-drilling company. His mother, 
Linda, was first to get the news.

She immediately called her son and 
said that she needed to talk with him 
face-to-face. It was the heart-to-heart talk 
that Steven had been working up to.

“He admitted that he was gay and 
started crying. The first thing I did was to 
hug him and to tell him, T love you so 
much,”’ Linda says.

Her initial concern was her son’s 
health and welfare. She was worried 
about AIDS and saddened at the thought 
of the burden that he had been carrying 
for so long. “I thought that this must be a 
tremendous relief for him to finally tell 
us,” she says.

She admits she was dismayed to dis­
cover that Steven had been preparing for 
the worst-case scenario. “I asked myself, 
‘Did he not trust us?’ This hurt me horri­
bly,” she says.

When Steven’s father, Mike, arrived 
home from work, Linda pulled him aside 
to speak with him privately before asking 
Steven to join them.

Mike was stunned. “The minute I heard, 
I was afraid for his life. I was afraid that 
somebody would kill him.” The timing of 
Steven’s outing, right after Matthew 
Shepard’s brutal beating death in Wyoming, 
only heightened his parents’ fears.

After the discussion Linda, an avid 
reader, wanted to educate herself about

O MORE INFO
PFLAG
713-46P-FLAG (713-467-3524)
www.pflaghouston.org

Linda and Jim Bratsen have gone from trying to change their gay son, Steven (center), to offering their overwhelming support to him and others as PFLAG parents. 

(Photo by Dalton De Hart)
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what her son was experiencing. She 
turned to the Internet and found Web 
sites that suggested homosexuality was 
something that could be changed.

Hoping to put Steven back on the. 
“straight and narrow,” the family attend­
ed counseling sessions with a minister 
who promoted the teachings of Exodus 
International, a. group that promises 
“freedom from homosexuality through 
the power of Jesus Christ.”

None of the factors that Exodus insists 
are “causes” of homosexuality were pres­
ent in the Bratsen family. Exodus teaches 
that homosexuals are created by domi­
neering mothers and distant fathers, or 
by childhood emotional and sexual abuse.

The Bratsens were a tight-knit, loving 
family with traditional values, who 
attended church every Sunday. And 
Steven just didn’t fit the “gay” stereotype. 
He grew up playing with Legos, was fas­
cinated by hydraulics and electricity and 
was operating heavy machinery by the 
time he was 15 years old.

Still, out of desperation and concern 
for their son, the family kept attending 
sessions with the minister who promised 
them a cure.

Fate intervened when Steven attended 
a hate crimes march in Austin and was 
introduced to Jim and Sue Null, active 
members in the Houston chapter of 
Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG).

He talked with them about his situa­
tion. They told him about the Houston 
chapter and invited him and his parents 
to attend a meeting.

Although Linda and Mike were skepti­
cal, they attended their first PFLAG 
meeting with their son. After all, Steven 
was the same person he was before he 
came out to them, and his parents wanted 
to support him.

Steven may have been out and proud, 

but Mike was nervous. He admits, “To 
this day, I can remember walking across 
that street, wondering, ‘Is somebody 
going to see me?”’
, Unsure of what to expect, he was 
relieved to find a room of everyday peo­
ple just like him—doctors, electricians, 
mechanics, and lawyers—parents who 
wanted the best for their gay children.

Linda was the first to soften. By her 
second meeting, she had agreed to march 
in the next Pride Parade. The turning 
point for Mike was hearing a presenta­
tion on homosexuality and genetics and 
realizing that his son’s homosexuality 
was not a choice. The couple hasn’t 
missed a meeting since.

In the years since their first experience 
with PFLAG, Mike and Linda have come 
full-circle in their knowledge and support 
of the issues that affect gays and lesbians.

Linda serves on the PFLAG board as 
Education Chair and head of the PFLAG 
Library. She is currently working to edu­
cate members of the Santa Fe school 
board about issues related to sexual 
minorities in today’s schools.

Mike attends board meetings along 
with his wife and is in charge of building 
PFLAG’s float for the Pride Parade every 
year. Construction of the float, which 
takes place next to their company’s shop 
in the rural town of Santa Fe, has raised a 
few eyebrows. Although some people have 
been close-minded, the Bratsens have 
been surprised at finding acceptance in 
places where they least expected it.

Steven smiles as he tells about one of 
his father’s mechanics, who became curi­
ous about the ever-growing structure that 
he noticed being built beside the shop. 
Other employees told the mechanic, who 
was unaware that Steven was gay, that 
the structure was a float for a parade.

Finally, the mechanic cornered Steven, 
pressing to find out more about this parade 

in which the Bratsens were taking part.
Steven told him that the float was for 

the GLBT Pride Parade in Houston and 
waited nervously for his response. The 
man was a down-home, “good-old-boy” 
type of guy, and Steven wasn’t sure what 
his reaction would be.

“He looked at me and asked, ‘How the 
hell did y’all get set up with that?”’ 
Steven chuckles. “I told him that we real­
ly didn’t have a choice, and when he 
asked why, I told him, well, because when 
I came out to my parents, they really did­
n’t have a choice.”

The man was stunned at first, but 
when he returned to work the next day, 
approached Steven and told him that 
everything was OK.

“He even jumped in and started help­
ing with the float,” says Mike.

“Yeah, he started working on the disco 
ball,” laughs Steven.

Outside of PFLAG, the Bratsens’ sup­
port of their son is very apparent in their 
everyday lives. In their company, Mike 
has implemented a no tolerance policy 
for discrimination against minorities. It 
goes much deeper than support for his 
son, he says. For him, it’s about all gay 
people who face discrimination.

As for Linda, she recently realized just 
how ingrained her support of her son 
and others has become. She tells of going 
out to lunch with her family and a few of 
Steven’s friends after the Pride awards 
ceremony in which the PFLAG float took 
home the Ruby Slipper Award.

Seeing a BLT sandwich on the menu, 
she broke off chatting with her son long 
enough to ask the waiter for a “GLBT 
sandwich,” and went right back to talk­
ing, having no idea what she’d just said.

“I couldn’t figure out why everyone at 
the table was laughing at me,” she says.

For a PFLAG parent, after all, it really 
is second nature.
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Members of the Montrose Softball League will travel to San Diego for the World Series of neighborhood softball

Christmas in July was its usual rousing success.

»■
Scholarship winners posed after this year's H.A.T.C.H./PFLAG Scholarship Banquet. _____________

John Painter and Tracy Silverberg recently tied the knot in matching vests.
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A group of Houston residents recently organized the Pink Lotus Asians and 
Friends Out Group.

Mark Woods, president of Stonewall Democrats, recently presented an award 
to Janine Brunjes for her activism on the part of gays and lesbians.

Houston City Controller Anmse Parker (right) spoke during a recent meeting 
of the Houston Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus (PAC), and she is pictured 
with (from left) District D city council candidate Herman Litt and caucus 
president Maria Gonzalez.

At a Town Hall Meeting regarding homeless youth in Montrose, (from left) Houston City Council Member Ada Edwards, Police Chief 
Harold Hurtt and Mayor Bill White spoke and listened to comments from the audience..

out in houston

■!...... ■■■-
At the Montrose Softball League's 25th Annual Awards Banguet, (from left) 
Ray Olachia accepted an award from Bill Sansom.
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Put up or 
shut up
Gay men and lesbians have a dismal record 
of contributing cash to our causes. 
Religious conservatives do a great job.
By MUBARAK DAHIR

RECENT STUDY BY THE 
New York-based organization 
Funders for Lesbian & Gay 
Issues unveiled an unfortu­
nate problem with gay and 
lesbian groups across the 
country whether they were 

local or national institutions: Our organiza­
tions are woefully under-funded.

The study released in April of this year, 
looked at the charitable giving patterns of 
the country’s top 1,000 corporate and private 
foundations through fiscal year 2002.

It found that only one-tenth of one per­
cent of all the money given to charitable 
causes went to organizations working for 
gay and lesbian causes. Furthermore, the 
overall percentage of money going to gay 
and lesbian causes from such foundations 
remained flat for 13 years, from 1989 to 2002, 
the last year that was included in the study.

On the bright side, corporate and pri­
vate philanthropies are giving about $30 
million annually to support gay and les­
bian-related concerns. The study’s 
authors say that reflects how much main­
stream philanthropic organizations have 
opened up in the past decade or so to giv­
ing grants to gay-related organizations.

This becomes more troublesome when 
viewed against the backdrop of just how 
much money anti-gay fundamentalist 
groups are successful in raising to pro­
mote their anti-gay agendas. The organ­
ized religious right raises an estimated 
$400 million annually to push their agen­
da, of which defeating gay rights is a cor­
nerstone. In 2004 alone, conservative 
forces raised an estimated $125 million to 
fight same-sex marriage at the ballot box 
in numerous states.

In contrast, the combined budget of all 
the national gay and lesbian organiza­
tions working on gay and lesbian rights 
issues was only about $40 million, exclud­
ing groups that primarily do AIDS work.

While fund-raising isn’t a glamorous 
or fun topic, the hard truth is that in our 
current political and social system, it 
takes money to get out your message.

It takes money to run political cam­
paigns aimed at protecting gay rights, it 
takes money to buy media spots (especial­
ly on TV). It takes money to produce edu­
cational kits to get out to the public. It 
takes money to pay for lobbyists to try to 
sway the opinion of politicians, whether 
it’s in Washington D.C., or a state capital.

As it turns out, we as a gay and lesbian 
movement are not awash in cash. There are 
three major funding sources for gay groups: 
public or government funding, private or cor­
porate foundations, and individual donations.

With the current political atmosphere 
and the strength of the mostly anti-gay 
Republican Party, both at the national 
and local levels, it seems unlikely to hope 
for any significant increase in public or 
government money for groups that sup­
port gay and lesbian organizations.

Corporate giving may be a more hope­
ful avenue. Few major corporations want 
to be perceived as anti-gay anymore. Non­
discrimination policies that include sexu­
al orientation are standard fare among 
most big companies, and are even pretty 
common among smaller ones.

The business world has come to see 
nondiscrimination as a bottom-line, dol- 
lars-and-cents issue: In an economy where 
businesses are hustling for all the best pos­
sible workers, it just doesn’t make good eco­
nomic sense to discriminate against gays.

However, the move to better business 
practices and job policies doesn’t neces­
sarily translate into more money from 
corporations or foundations for gay and 
lesbian-related groups or causes.

In the business world, giving away 
money to non-profits is still an exercise 
in public relations, and it is still much 
safer and more heartwarming to cultivate 
your public image by giving money to 
open a hospital wing to treat children 
with cancer than it is to help fund a gay 
and lesbian community center.

Gay groups and gay organizations 
should still ask for and push for more 
money from corporate and foundation 
sponsors. But realistically, it doesn’t 
appear as if a huge increase in cash flow 
is going to be forthcoming overnight.

THAT LEAVES PRIVATE, INDIVIDUAL 
donations. Fund-raisers for gay and lesbian 
groups say on the whole, we as gays and les­
bians lag in our private donations, particu­
larly considering what an affluent segment of 
the population we are often portrayed to be.

No doubt there are some historical influ­
ences at work, including the huge financial, 
emotional and volunteer strain the AIDS 
crisis has taken on gay men and lesbians. 
But another factor, experts say, is that our 
movement is so young, it hasn’t yet done a 
good job of getting members used to the 
notion of regularly giving money.

Instead, we tend to often operate sim­
ply under “crisis” mode — for example, 
when an anti-gay initiative hits close to 
home, gay people will pound the pave­
ment and open their wallets. But even in 
a place like San Francisco, with one of 
the most organized, motivated and politi­
cally astute gay communities, charitable 
giving to organizations is woeful.

A study by the San Francisco-based 
Horizons Foundation found that only one 
in 300 people give $1,000 or more per year 
to gay and lesbian causes. The study also 
showed that gay and lesbian groups them­
selves often do a poor job of organizing 
long-term fund-raising campaigns.

As a result of the study, in late 2005 the 
group intends to launch a public aware­
ness campaign called “Out Your 
Pocketbook,” about the importance of 
gay philanthropy. It also plans to launch 
the Legacy Fund, a sustainable financial 
endowment.

In these political times, more than 
ever, gay and lesbian groups need to be 
mustering the forces — and the money 
— to combat the next inevitable wave 
of anti-gay referendums and ballot 
measures.

Just because a group says it works for 
gay rights, or has a national office in 
Washington, D.C., doesn’t mean it’s worth 
writing a check to. Before you give out your 
money check on the group’s accomplish­
ments and history. Ask them for a copy of 
their annual report. Find out what projects 
they have recently undertaken, or what 
their most recent successes have been.

And don’t be shy about asking how 
much of their money goes into specific, 
hard programs that work for gay rights, 
versus how much of their money goes 
into overhead and salaries. Whatever 
your personal preferences, there is an 
untold number of gay organizations on 
the local, state and national level that are 
doing admirable work, and that need and 
welcome your money.

Find out who they are, and be as gen­
erous as you can. Put your money where 
your rights are.

________ ________ ' '
Dahir is

Vi? editor of the 'Sc W 
Express Gay News

and can be reached at 
mdahir@express- ) :

gaynews.com
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Men like Rob Whittle are scattered throughout 

gay Houston, points of light who illuminate the 

lives of those with whom they come in contact

Losing a friend is one thing, 
losing a mentor is another
THERE’S NOTHING MORE LIFE 
changing than the unexpected death of a 
good friend. I found this to be quite true 
during the recent passing of an exception­
al man. By his own reckoning my friend 
and “gay mentor,” Rob Whittle, was no 
more extraordinary than the rest of us. 
But to me and to many others in the gay 
community, his practice as a human being 
and as a gay man was more evolutionary 
than revolutionary. Men like Rob are scat­
tered though out our community and can 
be seen as “points of light,” quietly illumi­
nating and changing lives like mine.

Mentors like Rob are not often visible 
in the community as fierce gay rights 
activists. Instead they are quietly at 
home, at the clubs, or even in right-mind­
ed churches building friendships and 
sharing war stories of what it meant to 
come of age as a gay man in a time that 
has already passed. For Rob, his stories 
were often set in the ‘70s and ‘80s.

Before “Don’t ask, don’t tell,” he was a 
distinguished member of the Navy His 
world travel stores often included a boy in 
every port (and some ports even had 
twins). Years ago in reliving those memo­
ries together we toured the Lex Battleship 
in his hometown of Corpus Christi.

His tour included points of interest 
that were introduced with mischievous 
giggles and glee in his eyes as he showed 
us secluded places on board ship where 
enlisted men had clandestine hook-ups 
with one another (or even with officers).

It was Rob’s opinion that a gay man in 
good conscious could never be a 
Republican. In George W. Bush’s first run 
as a Presidential candidate, I challenged 
him to change his mind as the junior 
Bush was campaigning as a uniter under 
“the big tent,” and who even had a vice- 
presidential candidate who was proud of 
his lesbian daughter.

His scorn towards my comments at that 
time proved valid many years later as that 
same president won his second term in 
office based on discrimination against 
gays and lesbians, and by his support of a 
constitutional ban on gay marriage.

ROB BECAME MY FRIEND NOT LONG 
after the death of his first love and partner 
of many years. Known as Big Rob and 
Little Rob because they both shared the 
same first name. After a decade together, 
Rob Bullard died from complications 
caused by HIV Their life together managed 
to find Big Rob producing theater shows 
and included Little Rob as one of the actors.

Several years ago a theatre endow­
ment in Little Rob’s name matured and 
several of us who were mentored by 
the elder Rob had the privilege of 
attending the first scholarship award 
ceremony. It was a small gathering of 
great importance - playwright Edward 
Albee attended to introduce the award. 
He had long been a supporter and 
friend to both Robs. Both Robs are now 
buried together.
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Rob Whittle, mentor to many gay men in Houston, 
died earlier this month.

RECENTLY THE PEOPLE WHO 
brought us MTV started a new channel 
for gays and lesbians. They trumpeted 
their debut with the slogan, “The 
Evolution will be Televised” and have 
aired a documentary by the same name 
that chronicles the struggles of gays and 
lesbians over the past several decades. 
Rob was our introduction to this evolu­
tion, inviting gay men struggling with 
coming out issues into his home.

We had fabulous parties and shared 
bonds of fun and support together. While 
sitting in Rob’s living room after hearing 
of his death, a dear friend of mine who 
works at a local gay publication said to 
me “long before I felt comfortable in 
Montrose, it was here in this house that I 
first felt comfortable as a gay man.”

When he thought I was ready, Rob 
tricked me into going out to the gay bars 
for the first time. He wanted me to “meet 
the tribe” so he offered to buy me a birth­
day dinner at Baba Yegas. While we ate 
(and while he plied me with drinks) he 
told me about the drag queen that worked 
the bar many years earlier when Little 

Rob worked as a Baba Yega waiter. After 
I was sufficiently loosened-up, he took me 
to JR’s and then to Pacific Street where I 
first saw caged go-go boys and where I 
first had the pleasure of pinching the 
rear of a cute boy wearing leather chaps. 
Being part of the tribe of gay men in 
Houston has never felt as good as that 
first night out in Montrose.

For many years, Rob shared his house 
with my first boyfriend. Those years are 
very special and contain many private 
memories for me, but they were years of 
wonder. Our group of friends would 
inevitably end up at Rob’s house on the 
weekends, watching movies like “Priscilla, 
Queen of the Desert” or “The Birdcage.”

THOSE WERE THE EARLY YEARS OF 
the Internet as well, and his house was 
full of computers as we all enjoyed the 
forbidden fruits of cyberspace. Much of 
our community of friends was born from 
this time. In the years since, “friends of 
Rob” have worked as barbacks at the gay 
clubs, cashiers at Crossroads and Lobo, 
or as consultants to local gay businesses. 
All have become proud members of 
Houston’s gay community.

While in Canada last month I married 
a man that was introduced to me as a 
result of being a friend of Rob’s. When 
my first significant gay relationship 
ended, it was Rob who took me to Rich’s 
to dance away my grief. While there, he 
called a mutual friend who had a crush 
on me. I vividly remember the character­
istic giggle in his voice and glee in his 
eyes when he handed me the phone and 
said with a lowered voice, “someone 
wants to speak with you.” That man with 
whom I spoke is now my spouse.

In Rob’s last few years his health 
declined. He was not HIV positive, but it 
is my suspicion his great heart couldn’t 
recover from the world’s pains and hurts. 
He died at the young age of 51, several 
years after the death of a mother with 
whom he shared his home. He was 
blessed by God in those last years with 
the love of Ryan, a lovely, quiet young 
man whom he met online. All of us share 
your grief Ryan - thank you for loving 
and supporting such a great man.

Supreme Court 
Justice Sandra 
Day O'Connor?

abouffflMI^
ment of U.S.

'7 z

This is a devastating blow for all 
moderates and liberals, especial­
ly since Justice Rehnquist proba­
bly won't be around much 
longer. Bush now has the oppor­
tunity to stack the court even 
deeper with conservative judges.

CARLOS A REYES, JR., 44 
Houston 

Event coordinator/caterer

Justice O'Connor actually was not 
as right-winged as I feared she 
would be. My concern is that she 
and other justices are retiring at a 
time when they may be replaced 
by ultra right-wing judges.

TOM RODRIGUEZ, 39 
Houston 

Assistant professor of 
nursing/nurse practitioner

Concerned, considering 
President Bush's views on the 
topics which affect us most, 
namely gay marriage rights. I 
think we all should be worried 
about his choice.

JENNIFER EBERHARDT, 24 
Houston

Bartender, Berryhill Montrose

Sad. I hope that President Bush 
will nominate another moderate 
judge with good constitutional 
qualifications to replace her. We 
need her voice.

HANA MICHELLE PINARD, 43
Houston

Owner, Pinard Financial Group

Very worried. I do not expect 
Bush to nominate a successor as 
independent and pragmatic as 
O'Connor. She voted the wrong 
way in Bowers and was not 
afraid to say so in overturning it 
a decade later.

RON ENNIS, 47 
Houston 

Attorney

Sound off about what's happening in your world at www.houstonvoice.com/soundoff Interviews and photos by Dalton DeHart
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Bitchy and Wilde 
With more bitchy one-liners than 
'Mommie Dearest,' Oscar Wilde's 

'Dorian Gray' gets a remake 
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reaching new heights
YOUNG FILM DIRECTOR STRIKES GOLD WITH HIS FIRST RELEASE

By BRIAN MOYLAN

Voice: How much did your past relationships color 
those in the film?

Terrio: I have been dishonest many times in a rela­
tionship.

O MORE info
'Heights'
Landmark Greenway 3
713-866-8881
Angelika Houston
713-333-FILM
Sony Pictures Classics
www.sonyclassics.com/heights

Voice: Were you scared to start shoot­
ing your first major movie?

Terrio: Of course there were all kinds 
of scary moments when you arrive for the 
first day and you see all the trucks parked 
and you’re like, ‘Oh my God, these are all 
for me.’ But the great thing was that the 
cast was so into it that it was just like 
hanging with your friends.

Voice: What was it like telling a legend 
like Glenn Close what to do?

Terrio: I was lucky because we got 
rehearsals. If we hadn’t then I would have 
just been terrified. But Glenn isn’t a diva. 
She comes from the theater so she’s used 
to working hard and trying different 
things and really getting messy with the 
script.

Voice: How much were you involved in 
writing the script?

Terrio: It’s based on a one-scene play that 
was developed by Amy [Fox, the screen­
writer] into a full day I came aboard and said, 
‘What if we added this character and sub­
tracted this character?’

Voice: When Alec is at an audition in the movie he 
asks if the character is gay At the end of the movie, the 
audience is asking the same thing about Jonathan.

Terrio: James Marsden [who portrays Jonathan] has a 
certain take on it, which is that everyone has an individ­
ual sexuality and he thinks that Jonathan has been deny­
ing a big part of his own.

Voice: The film’s villain, the unseen Benjamin 
Stone, is portrayed as this very predatory gay man. Did 
you think that was problematic?

Terrio: If Benjamin were the only gay man repre­
sented, I would think, ‘Oh, this is just what we needed 
another Uncle Scar from ‘The Lion King’ to come and 
ruin everyone’s lives.’ But there is Peter, for example, 
who is the most conservative and normal guy, who 
thought he was having a normal relationship. Then 
there’s Jeremy, who is played by Rufus Wainwright, 
who is a gay character who is down-to-earth and isn’t a 
scheming, conniving character.

Voice: You mentioned Rufus Wainwright. What was it 
like working with him?

Terrio: I think he was great. I love his music and 
when the character of Jeremy was evolving, I thought 
that we really needed someone who had been through it

“Everyone’s past is full of all kinds of relationships, 
some of which are represented in the film, but I don t 
really answer [if I’m gay],” he said.

THE HOUSTON VOICE: For someone so young, how 
did this picture come about?

Chris Terrio: I first worked with them on The 
Golden Bowl.” James Ivory needed someone who could 
go find an Edith Wharton short story that would give 
Uma Thurman insight into her character and things 
like that. It was a great job at that time.

I got out of film school and I was broke and I needed 
a job and they hired me to do the behind-the-scenes doc­
umentary of “Le Divorce.” That’s when I met Glenn 
Close. Being the only English speakers on set, we were 
thrown together. I got on well with her and we had these 
long conversations about random things like cubism 
and whatnot. Finally, when this project began taking 
shape for the character of Diana I couldn’t think of any­
one better and started gearing the character toward her.

Voice: How much of an influence did Merchant and 
Ivory have on the production?

Terrio: Having worked under James Ivory, I learned tons 
from him, like how to deal with actors and how to pay 
excruciating attention to each detail of a film, because I 
would just notice the way he would be so careful about 
everything that’s in the frame.

And Ismail Merchant had a lot of ideas about the 
characters.

HRIS TERRIO ISN’T 
WHAT YOU’D expect in 
a movie director. Small 
of stature and youthful 
in appearance, the 28- 
year-old is one of the 
few young directors

carving a niche in the mainstream 
movie market at a young age, thanks in 
part to James Ivory and the late Ismail 
Merchant, the longtime gay couple best 
known for their costume dramas and 
Victorian literary adaptations 
(“Howard’s End” and “A Room With a 
View”).

Merchant Ivory Productions is 
responsible for Terrio’s directing debut, 
“Heights,” a compelling gay-themed film.

“Heights” highlights a single day in______________________
the life of five New Yorkers: Diana in 'Heights,' director Chris Terrio (right) first met Glenn Close (center) when working on the Merchant
(Glenn Close), a famous Broadway actor; ivory fj|m '|_e Djvorce ’ she stars with Eric Bogosian in this gay-themed film that which opens on July 8.

Isabel (Elizabeth Banks), her photogra- (Photos courtesy of Sony Pictures Classic) 
pher daughter; Jonathan (James 
Marsden), Isabel’s attorney fiance; Alec (Jesse Bradford), 
a struggling actor; and Peter (John Light), a gay journalist 
looking to interview several gay men for an article he’s 
writing about photographer Benjamin Stone, who is noto­
rious for seducing his male models for his work.

There’s also a cast of incidental characters played by 
the likes of gay singer Rufus Wainwright (in his first film 
role), Isabella Rossellini and Eric Bagosian.

A native of Staten Island, N.Y., Terrio attended Harvard 
before pursuing a doctorate degree in literature at 
Cambridge University, which he did not finish. He eventual­
ly earned a master’s degree in filmmaking at the University 
of Southern California in Los Angeles. Along the way he 
met Merchant and Ivory who needed a literary adviser on 
their 2000 Henry James adaptation “The Golden Bowl.”

That’s how, at 25, Terrio ended up behind the camera 
of a major release that stars a few major movie stars.

As for Terrio, he won’t say whether he’s gay.

CLASSIC LA BELLE; Patti's new CD proves that at
60, this divas still has staying power. Page 15

ON THE TOWN: Sing along with the music, check in 
with Swamp and have a cool Ming Julep. Page 18
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can help you

INDICATION: Reyataz (atazanavir sulfate) is a prescription medicine used in combination with 
other medicines to treat people who are infected with the human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV). Reyataz has been studied in 48-week trials in both patients who have taken or have 
never taken anti-HIV medicines.

Reyataz does not cure HIV or help prevent passing HIV to others.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:
Do not take Reyataz if you are taking the following medicines: ergot medicines, Versed* 
Halcion*, Orap*, Propulsid", Camptosar* Crixivan*, Mevacor*, Zocor*, rifampin, St. John's wort, 
AcipHex*, Nexium* Prevacid* Prilosec* or Protonix* Do not use Viagra®, Levitra®, Cialis®, or 
Vfend® while you are taking Reyataz without first speaking with your healthcare provider. 
This list of medicines is not complete. Discuss all prescription and non-prescription 
medicines, vitamin and herbal supplements, or other health preparations you are 
taking or plan to take with your healthcare provider.

Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any side effects or conditions, including the following:

• A change in the way your heart beats may occur and could be a symptom of a heart problem.
• Diabetes and high blood sugar may occur in patients taking protease inhibitor medicines 

like Reyataz.
• Yellowing of the skin and/or eyes may occur due to increases in bilirubin levels in the 

blood (bilirubin is made by the liver).
• Rash (redness and itching) sometimes occurs in patients taking Reyataz, most often in the 
first few weeks after the medicine is started, and usually goes away within two weeks with 
no change in treatment.

• If you have liver disease, including hepatitis B or C, your liver disease may get worse 
when you take anti-HIV medicines like Reyataz.

• Some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding problems with protease 
inhibitor medicines like Reyataz.

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking anti-HIV medicines.The cause 
and long-term effects are not known at this time.

Common side effects of Reyataz taken with other anti-HIV medicines include: nausea, 
headache, stomach pain, vomiting, diarrhea, depression, fever, dizziness, trouble sleeping, 
numbness, and tingling or burning of hands or feet.

You should take Reyataz once daily with food (a meal or snack). You should take Reyataz 
and your other anti-HIV medicines exactly as instructed by your healthcare provider.

Please see important information about REYATAZ on the next page.

Once Daily REYATAZ is a protease inhibitor (Pt) 

that is taken in HIV combination therapy.

♦ Can help raise your T-cells

Can help lower your viral load to undetectable'

Low chance of diarrhea (shown in clinical trials)'

Two pills taken once-a-day (with a snack or meaty

*Undetectable is defined as a viral load of less than 400 or 50 coptes/ml 
(depending on the test used).

' REYATAZ in combination therapy had a 1-3% rate of moderate-to-sewfe cferrfeea.
♦ People who have taken anti-HIV medicines before usually take REYATAZ with liBmavr 
once daily as part of their HIV combination therapy.

Reyataz*
(atazanavir sulfate) capsules

HMS X^rology
REYATAZ is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company.

© 2004 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 Aug 2004 fi-koo9«m WWW.REYATAZ.COM
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PATIENT INFORMATION ^.ONLY

REYATAZ® (RAY-ah-taz)

(generic name = atazanavir sulfate) Capsules
ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with REYATAZ. Read the section “What impor­
tant information should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines?”

Read the Patient Information that comes with REYATAZ before you start using it and each time you get a refill. 
There may be new information. This leaflet provides a summary about REYATAZ and does not include everything 
there is to know about your medicine. This information does not take the place of talking with your healthcare 
provider about your medical condition or treatment.

What is REYATAZ?
REYATAZ is a prescription medicine used with other anti-HIV medicines to treat people who are infected with the 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). HIV is the virus that causes acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS). 
REYATAZ is a type of anti-HIV medicine called a protease inhibitor. HIV infection destroys CD4+ (T) cells, which 
are important to the immune system. The immune system helps fight infection. After a large number of T cells 
are destroyed, AIDS develops. REYATAZ helps to block HIV protease, an enzyme that is needed for the HIV virus 
to multiply.’ REYATAZ may lower the amount of HIV in your blood, help your body keep its supply of CD4+ (T) cells, 
and reduce the risk of death and illness associated with HIV.

Does REYATAZ cure HIV or AIDS?
REYATAZ does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. At present there is no cure for HIV infection. People taking 
REYATAZ may still get opportunistic infections or other conditions that happen with HIV infection. Opportunistic 
infections are infections that develop because the immune system is weak. Some of these conditions are 
pneumonia, herpes virus infections, and Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections. It is very important 
that you see your healthcare provider regularly while taking REYATAZ.

REYATAZ does not lower your chance of passing HIV to other people through sexual contact, sharing 
needles, or being exposed to your blood. For your health and the health of others, it is important to always 
practice safer sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom or other barrier to lower the chance of sexual 
contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood. Never use or share dirty needles.

Who should not take REYATAZ?
Do not take REYATAZ if you:
• are taking certain medicines. (See “What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ with 

other medicines?”) Serious life-threatening side effects or death may happen. Before you take REYATAZ, tell 
your healthcare provider about all medicines you are taking or planning to take. These include other pre­
scription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.

• are allergic to REYATAZ or to any of its ingredients. The active ingredient is atazanavir sulfate. See the end 
of this leaflet for a complete list of ingredients in REYATAZ. Tell your healthcare provider if you think you have 
had an allergic reaction to any of these ingredients.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before I take REYATAZ?
Tell your healthcare provider:
• If you are pregnant or planning to become pregnant. It is not known if REYATAZ can harm your unborn 

baby. Pregnant women have experienced serious side effects when taking REYATAZ with other HIV medicines 
called nucleoside analogues. You and your healthcare provider will need to decide if REYATAZ is right for you. 
If you use REYATAZ while you are pregnant, talk to your healthcare provider about the Antiretroviral Pregnancy 
Registry.

• If you are breast-feeding. You should not breast-feed if you are HIV-positive because of the chance of pass­
ing HIV to your baby. Also, it is not known if REYATAZ can pass into your breast milk and if it can harm your 
baby. If you are a woman who has or will have a baby, talk with your healthcare provider about the best way 
to feed your baby.

• If you have liver problems or are infected with the hepatitis B or C virus. See “What are the possible side 
effects of REYATAZ?”

• If you have diabetes. See “What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ?”
• If you have hemophilia. See “What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ?”
• About all the medicines you take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and 

herbal supplements. Keep a list of your medicines with you to show your healthcare provider. For more infor­
mation, see “What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines?” and 
“Who should not take REYATAZ?” Some medicines can cause serious side effects if taken with REYATAZ.

How should I take REYATAZ?
• Take REYATAZ once every day exactly as instructed by your healthcare provider. Your healthcare 

provider will prescribe the amount of REYATAZ that is right for you.
- For adults who have never taken anti-HIV medicines before, the usual dose is 400 mg (two 200-mg 

capsules) once daily taken with food.
- For adults who have taken anti-HIV medicines in the past, the usual dose is 300 mg (two 150-mg capsules) 

plus 100 mg of NORVIR® (ritonavir) once daily taken with food.
Your dose will depend on your liver function and on the other anti-HIV medicines that you are taking. 

REYATAZ is always used with other anti-HIV medicines. If you are taking REYATAZ with SUSTIVA® (efavirenz) or 
with VIREAD® (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate), you should also be taking NORVIR* (ritonavir).
• Always take REYATAZ with food (a meal or snack) to help it work better. Swallow the capsules whole. 

Do not open the capsules. Take REYATAZ at the same time each day.
• If you are taking antacids or VIDEX® (didanosine) Chewable/Dispersible Buffered Tablets, take REYATAZ 

2 hours before or 1 hour after these medicines.
• Do not change your dose or stop taking REYATAZ without first talking with your healthcare provider.

It is important to stay under a healthcare provider’s care while taking REYATAZ.
• When your supply of REYATAZ starts to run low, get more from your healthcare provider or pharmacy. It is 

important not to run out of REYATAZ. The amount of HIV in your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped 
for even a short time.

• If you miss a dose of REYATAZ, take it as soon as possible and then take your next scheduled dose at its 
regular time. If, however, it is within 6 hours of your next dose, do not take the missed dose. Wait and take 
the next dose at the regular time. Do not double the next dose. It is important that you do not miss any doses 
of REYATAZ or your other anti-HIV medicines.

• If you take more than the prescribed dose of REYATAZ, call your healthcare provider or poison control 

center right away.

Can children take REYATAZ?
REYATAZ has not been fully studied in children under 16 years of age. REYATAZ should not be used in babies 

under the age of 3 months.

What are the possible side effects of REYATAZ?
The following list of side effects is not complete. Report any new or continuing symptoms to your healthcare 
provider. If you have questions about side effects, ask your healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider may be able 
to help you manage these side effects.

The following side effects have been reported with REYATAZ:
• rash (redness and itching) sometimes occurs in patients taking REYATAZ, most often in the first few weeks 

after the medicine is started. Rashes usually go away within 2 weeks with no change in treatment. Tell your 
healthcare provider if rash occurs.

• yellowing of the skin or eyes. These effects may be due to increases in bilirubin levels in the blood 
(bilirubin is made by the liver). Call your healthcare provider if your skin or the white part of your eyes turn 
yellow. Although these effects may not be damaging to your liver, skin, or eyes, it is important to tell your 
healthcare provider promptly if they occur.

• a change in the way your heart beats (heart rhythm change). Call your healthcare provider right away if 
you get dizzy or lightheaded. These could be symptoms of a heart problem.

• diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia) sometimes happen in patients taking protease inhibitor 
medicines like REYATAZ. Some patients had diabetes before taking protease inhibitors while others did not. 
Some patients may need changes in their diabetes medicine.

• if you have liver disease including hepatitis B or C, your liver disease may get worse when you take anti- 
HIV medicines like REYATAZ.

• some patients with hemophilia have increased bleeding problems with protease inhibitors like REYATAZ.

• changes in body fat. These changes may include an increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck 
(“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat from the legs, arms, and face may also happen. 
The cause and long-term health effects of these conditions are not known at this time.

Other common side effects of REYATAZ taken with other anti-HIV medicines include nausea; headache; stomach 
pain; vomiting; diarrhea; depression; fever; dizziness; trouble sleeping; numbness, tingling, or burning of hands 
or feet; and muscle pain.

What important information should I know about taking REYATAZ with other medicines*?
Do not take REYATAZ if you take the following medicines (not all brands may be listed; tell your health­
care provider about all the medicines you take). REYATAZ may cause serious, life-threatening side 
effects or death when used with these medicines.
• trgot medicines: dihydroergotamine, ergonovine, ergotamine, and methylergonovine such as CAFERGOT®, 

MIGRANAL®, D.H.E. 45®, ergotrate maleate, METHERGINE®, and others (used for migraine headaches).

• HALCION® (triazolam, used for insomnia).
• VERSED® (midazolam, used for sedation).
• 0RAP’ (pimozide, used for Tourette’s disorder).
• PROPULSID® (cisapride, used for certain stomach problems).

Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ because of possible serious side effects:

• CAMPT0SAR® (irinotecan, used for cancer).
• CRIX1VAN® (indinavir, used for HIV infection). Both REYATAZ and CRIXIVAN sometimes cause increased levels of 

bilirubin in the blood.
• Cholesterol-lowering medicines MEVACOR® (lovastatin) or ZOCOR® (simvastatin).

Do not take the following medicines with REYATAZ because they may lower the amount of REYATAZ in your 
blood. This may lead to an increased HIV viral load. Resistance to REYATAZ or cross-resistance to other HIV medicines 

may develop:
• Rifampin (also known as RIMACTANE®, RIFADIN®, RIFATER®, or RIFAMATE®, used for tuberculosis).
• St John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum), an herbal product sold as a dietary supplement, or products contain­

ing St. John’s wort.
• “Proton-pump inhibitors” used for indigestion, heartburn, or ulcers such as AcipHex® (rabeprazole), NEXIUM® 

(esomeprazole), PREVACID® (lansoprazole), PRILOSEC® (omeprazole), or PROTONIX® (pantoprazole).

Do not take the following medicines if you are taking REYATAZ and NORVIR® together

• VFEND* (voriconazole).

The following medicines may require your healthcare provider to monitor your therapy more closely:
• CIALIS® (tadalafil), LEVITRA® (vardenafil), or VIAGRA® (sildenafil). REYATAZ may increase the chances of serious 

side effects that can happen with CIALIS, LEVITRA, or VIAGRA. Do not use CIALIS, LEVITRA, or VIAGRA while 
you are taking REYATAZ unless your healthcare provider tells you it is okay.

• LIPITOR® (atorvastatin). There is an increased chance of serious side effects if you take REYATAZ with this 
cholesterol-lowering medicine.

• Medicines for abnormal heart rhythm: CORDARONE® (amiodarone), lidocaine, quinidine (also known as 
CARDIOQUIN®, QUINIDEX®, and others).

• VASCOR® (bedridil, used for chest pain).

• COUMADIN* (warfarin).
• Tricyclic antidepressants such as ELAVIL® (amitriptyline), NORPRAMIN® (desipramine), SINEQUAN® (doxepin), 

SURMONTIL® (trimipramine), TOFRANIL® (imipramine), or VIVACTIL® (protriptyline).
• Medicines to prevent organ transplant rejection: SANDIMMUNE® or NEORAL® (cyclosporine), RAPAMUNE® 

(sirolimus), or PROGRAF® (tacrolimus).

The following medicines may require a change in the dose or dose schedule of either REYATAZ or the other 
medicine:
• FORTOVASE®, INVIRASE® (saquinavir).

• NORVIR® (ritonavir).

• SUSTIVA® (efavirenz).

• VIDEX® (didanosine) or antacids.
• VIREAD® (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate).

• MYCOBUTIN* (rifabutin).
• Calcium channel blockers such as CARDIZEM® or TIAZAC® (diltiazem), COVERA-HS® or ISOPTIN SR® 

(verapamil) and others.
• BIAXIN® (clarithromycin).
• Medicines for indigestion, heartburn, or ulcers such as AXID® (nizatidine), PEPCID AC® (famotidine), TAGAMET® 

(cimetidine), or ZANTAC® (ranitidine).

Women who use birth control pills or “the patch” should choose a different kind of contraception. REYATAZ may 
affect the safety and effectiveness of birth control pills or the patch. Talk to your healthcare provider about choosing an 

effective contraceptive.

Remember
1. Know all the medicines you take.
2. Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take.
3. Do not start a new medicine without talking to your healthcare provider.

How should I store REYATAZ?
• Store REYATAZ (atazanavir sulfate) Capsules at room temperature, 59° to 86° F (15° to 30° C). Do not store 

this medicine in a damp place such as a bathroom medicine cabinet or near the kitchen sink.

• Keep your medicine in a tightly closed container.
• Throw away REYATAZ when it is outdated or no longer needed by flushing it down the toilet or pouring it down 

the sink.

General information about REYATAZ
This medicine was prescribed for your particular condition. Do not use REYATAZ for another condition. Do not 
give REYATAZ to other people, even if they have the same symptoms you have. It may harm them. Keep 
REYATAZ and all medicines out of the reach of children and pets.

This summary does not include everything there is to know about REYATAZ. Medicines are sometimes 
prescribed for conditions that are not mentioned in patient information leaflets. Remember, no written summary 
can replace careful discussion with your healthcare provider. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider or you can call 1 -800-426-7644.

What are the ingredients in REYATAZ?

Active Ingredient: atazanavir sulfate
Inactive Ingredients: Crospovidone, lactose monohydrate (milk sugar), magnesium stearate, gelatin, FD&C 

Blue #2, and titanium dioxide.
• VIDEX® is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. COUMADIN and SUSTIVA® are registered 

trademarks of Bristol-Myers Squibb Pharma Company. Other brands listed are the trademarks of their respec­
tive owners and are not trademarks of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company.

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company

Princeton, NJ 08543 USA

This Patient Information Leaflet has been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

F1-B0001B-07-04
Based on package insert dated July 2004,1168954A2 Revised July 2004



HOUSTON VOICE www.houstonvoice.coni JULY 15,2005 15

Patti LaBelle's latest CD, ’Classic Moments/ 
offers a soulful nod to old-school R&B, country 

and pop songs with help from a few friends.

Sweet lady 
R&B DIVA PATTI LABELLE IS AT HER 
sultry best singing hopeful love songs, as 
well as more raucous numbers inspired 
by her faith.

Among her hits are “On My Own,” a 
duet with Michael McDonald, “If Only 
You Knew,” and “You are My Friend.” 
Lesser known musical morsels include 
“Don’t Block the Blessings,” “You Saved 
My Life” and “If By Chance,” all ballads 
on her 1997 album, “Flame.”

On her latest CD, “Classic Moments,” 
which primarily is comprised of R&B 
covers, the Philadelphia native and long­
time performer capably demonstrates 
that, at 60, she still can effortlessly tap 
into the power within as well as raise the 
roof on a dance floor, regardless of the 
age of its occupants.

The CD includes a thunderous remake 
of the Jones Girls’ “You Gonna Make Me 
Love Somebody Else” as well as a soulful 
rendition with gay-friendly dance club 
stylist Kristine W. of her hit “Land of the 
Living.” These two final songs on 
“Classic Moments” mark a fitting end to 
an album that, for the most part, soars 
with soulful remakes like the Pretenders’ 
“I’ll Stand by You” as well as Earth, Wind 
& Fire’s “I’ll Write a Song For You.”

LaBelle, of course, is no Phillip Bailey, 
who was Earth, Wind & Fire’s lead singer 
(including on “I’ll Write a Song”), and 
she, more than anybody, seems to know 
this. As a result, she plays to her own 
strengths on “Classic Moments,” which 
helps make this disc special.

She performs most of the covers by 
fiercely embracing her own style while 
offering gracious nods to counterparts 
who first made the songs hits. LaBelle 
demonstrates her musical versatility in 
part by including on the CD a noteworthy 
remake of the Delfonics’ “Didn’t I (Blow 
Your Mind This Time)” as well as a palat­
able rendition of Bonnie Raitt’s “I Can’t 
Make You Love Me.”

(LaBelle is next scheduled to appear 
here on Aug. 6, at the Show Place Arena, 
in Upper Marlboro, Md.)

UNFORTUNATELY MISS PATH’S 
efforts on “Classic Moments” sometimes 
fall short. Listening to her take on Rose 
Royce’s “Love Don’t Live Here Anymore” 
and Michael McDonald’s “I Keep 
Forgetting,” is nowhere near as pleasurable

O MORE INFO
’Patti LaBelle: Classic Moments' 
Island Def Jam Music Group 
June 2005 
www.pattilabelle.com 
www.defsoul.com

Marmalade'

At 60, R&B diva Patti LaBelle proves her staying 
power is still intact. (Photo by the Associated Press)
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as when she and Mary J. Blige (the Queen 
of Hip-Hop) join forces on “Ain’t No Way” 
an early hit by the Queen of Soul. Other 
notable contributions include “He’s Out of 
My Life,” a ballad by Michael Jackson that 
originally was titled “She’s Out of My Life.”

LaBelle’s remake with gay music leg­
end Elton John of “Your Song,” which 
they recorded live on stage at Caesar’s 
Palace in Las Vegas, also falls a bit short. 
What redeems it, however, is an African- 
inspired chorus and chant near the end 
by backup singers Lori Perry, Terry 
Dexter, Taura Jackson, Lamont Van Hook 
and Dorian Holly.

This vocal artist, whose career spans 
more than 40 years, remains popular pri­
marily because of her songs and leg­
endary stage performances. She also con­
tinues to solidify her place in the enter­
tainment industry based in part on her 
work to help eradicate HIV/AIDS, breast 
cancer and diabetes. In addition, LaBelle 
is on the National Advisory Council for 
the Alzheimer’s Association.

The diva responsible for the original 
“Lady Marmalade” also has written four 
books, developed her own clothing line and 
regularly appears on TV One’s lifestyle pro­
gram “Living It Up With Patti LaBelle.”

“Classic Moments” is just the latest 
jewel in her tiara.

LIVE ON STAGE!
JULY 6-51

OPERA

Hobby Center For The Performing Arts 
BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com 

or call 713-629-3700 
Tickets also at all Me&nasterlocations.

GROUPS (204-): 713-693-2692 
thephantomoftheopera.com

X cingular BROADWAYmHousTON HOUSTON.'.CHRONICLE

Due to the nature of live entertainment dates, times, prices, shows, actors, venues and on sales 
are subject to change without notice. All tickets subject to convenience charge.
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We specialize in cosmetic laser procedures.

106 Westheimer 

at Bagby and Westheimer

713.942.SKIN
(7546)

Hair Removal
Enhanced Skin Rejuvenation

- removes blemishes and wrinkles
an alternative to facelift.

Acne (Active & Scars) 

Rosacea, Shaving Bumps 

Face & Leg Veins

Laser Peel/Resurfacing
Restylane® Botox®

15% new patient service discount! 25% package discount!

Gay owned and operated!

FREE habia espanol.
i>. Consultations!

Octavio Barrios, M.D.
Carol Donnelly, P.A.-C

OF T

•V

www.happyendingsthernovie

RNOLD 

?ADFORD 

(XNNAVALE 

JOOGAN
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RFUL COMEDY!”
Sadio
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LGF
com LIONS GATE will F i t M S

WRITTEN and DIRECTED by DON ROOS

>SITE OF SEX COMES

■roiM a LAURA DERN
LISA KUDROW

JASON RITTER
AND MAGGIE GYLLENHAAL

LANDMARK’SNOW PLAYING! river oaks se.

Just because the state 
does not recognize it.

Does not mean you can’t.

ThE
Galaxie Jewelers

We Create the Unusual

2511 Sunset Blvd, (near Kirby) 
713.521.2511

2001 MCAF Diamond Star Award

M8HB6R.

of America

Houston Voice Readers Choice — Best Jeweler of the City 2004

TheGalaxieJewelers.com

Fort Lauderdale Real Estate

www.AndyWeiser.com

couoiueix 
BANKERO

ANDY WEISER
Put Coldwell Banker’s 
Top Producer to work for You

954-560-9667

REALTY

ftHelping buyers find their way Home n

Sharlene Abghary
Realtor & Mortgage Consultant

T: 713.269.1222 F: 713.426.6024 
sabghary@behnamrealty.  com 
www. behnamrealty. com

fiLAtr^R.
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For 40 years, the sweet-tasting beer batter onion rings,

fries and paper-wrapped burgers

in the mouths of regulars at Houston's Champ Burger

Burger is a Champ
A MIXED CROWD WAITED PATIENTLY 
under the green awning: a couple of fire­
fighters in uniform, an artist covered in 
oil paint, a local family, and a city works 
crew sporting reflective yellow vests.

Efficient employees took orders in 
both English and Spanish. The faint scent 
of onion rings wafted enticingly from the 
open window.

For Champ Burger, it was just another 
typical lunch hour.

This hamburger restaurant on the east 
side has been an institution for over 40 ’ 
years. Neighborhood residents walk to it, 
downtown workers stop by for a quick lunch 
and city employees put it on regular rota­
tion. Everyone is welcome at Champ Burger.

I’d been longing for a real burger. Not 
the fancy kind you get at upscale restau­
rants, with organic beef and whole grain 
buns. I wanted an old fashioned burger, 
made with iceberg lettuce and served 
wrapped in paper. A real Texas burger.

A, friend’s rave review sent me over to 
Champ Burger. And, oh, what a find!

An old fashioned yellow sign brightly 
announces Champ Burger. It’s a classic 
hole-in-the-wall burger joint, where you 
walk up to the window and place your 
order. Wait around on the sidewalk, and 
pretty soon they’ll call your number and 
hand you a white paper bag.

There are a few picnic tables outside to 
the left of the order windows for those that 
don’t want their food to go. A bit of shade, 
a fan and a few umbrellas make it almost 
tolerable in the high heat of summer.

Champ Burger is known for the burg­
ers. A third of a pound of prime fresh 
chuck is cooked to order. The basic burger 
($2.75) comes with iceberg lettuce, chopped 
onions, pickles and tomato slices. Mustard 
and mayo are standard, and the buns are 
toasted on the grill. It’s all wrapped in 
white paper, just as I’d hoped.

AND WHAT A BURGER IT IS. THE BEEF 
patties are juicy, and the toasted bun has 
just the right amount of crisp. They’re gen­
erous with their toppings and everything is 
fresh. It’s as good as I’d dared to hope.

The menu boasts of their famous 
Texas sized steak sandwich ($3.25), which 
turned out to be a slab of chicken fried 
steak so large it didn’t fit on the bun. I 
was skeptical until I bit into it. With the 
crust still surprisingly crispy after a ten 
minute trip in my car, the steak had just 
the right amount of spice. The toppings 
and toasted bun made it a real meal.

No trip to a burger joint is complete 
without some deep fried side dishes. The 
fries ($1.30) are fresh, hot and made from 
real potatoes with some skin still on to

Since 
1963

prove it. The beer batter onion rings ($1.75) 
are outstanding - thick cut and made with 
a slightly sweet batter. They’re always 
crispy, hot and seem to melt in your 
mouth. You can’t go wrong either way

Champ Burger opens early for break­
fast and does a rousing business as people 
head to work. The double-decker breakfast 
sandwiches ($2.99) are real meals, made 
with three slices of bread. They’re gener­
ous with the fillings, and interestingly add 
mayo, lettuce and tomato, making my 
ham, egg and cheese more like a lunch 
sandwich than I was expecting.

A better choice is a breakfast taco 
($1.35). I opted for the bacon and cheese, 
which was scrambled together and rolled 
up in a flour tortilla. It was big enough to 
feel like a meal, and accompanied by a lit­
tle plastic container of garlicky salsa. It’s 
a very satisfying breakfast.

CHAMP BURGER IS ONLY A BREAKFAST 
and lunch place, open from 7 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday It’s kind of a 
shame, because unless you live or work 
nearby, you’!! miss out.

But it has worked for Champ Burger for 
the last 40 years. And when you’re making 
burgers this good, why mess with success?

Champ Burger
304 Sampson St. 
713-227-7737 
www.champburger.net

Food: !•! Wl »l !•!
Service: !•! »l »l »i
Value: !•! !•! !•!
Scene: !•! !•! W
r = Stay home and eat cereal 
f®l !•! = Well, if you really must 
»l »l !•! = Fine for all but the finicky 
!•! !•! !®l !®l =Worth more than a 

20-minute drive
t®i »i »i m ;®i =As good as you'll 

find in this city

-i
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'e met at the biner
OPEN 24 HOURS

713 520.8281
www.montrosediner.com

1111 WESTHEIMER * OPEN for Breakfast,
Lunch and Dinner with a full bar 7 DAYS 

a week. Early Morning and Late Night

ft

Aulo Home Renters Life Health Business And much more!

Roh Schmerler Insurance Agency
6575 West Loop South, Suite 185 

Bellaire, Texas 77401

713.661.7700
www.schmerleragency.com8 Years Experience

GLENN ELIZABETH JESSE JAMES
CLOSE BANKS BRADFORD MARSDEN

“ONE OF THE BEST FILMS OF THE SEASON.”
-JEFFREY LYONS, NBC-TV

MERCHANT IVORY PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

HEIGHTS
A FILM BY CHRIS TERRIO

www.sonyclassics.com SONY PICTURES CLASSICS
©2005 SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT INC.

LANDMARK GREENWAY 3
5 Greenway Plaza 

713-866-8881

NOW ANGELIKA FILM CENTER

PLAYING 713-225-5232

1216 WESTHEIMER 
713-942-8267 (TANS)

FEATURING
• Ultrabronz European High Pressure UVA tanning beds
• Royal Sun high output lay down and stand-up booths
• Magic Tan Sunless spray booths
• Royal Sun low pressure 15 minute booths
• Tanning beds for ALL skin types

W M aha**GOT TAN?
U iHta

BUY ONE TANNING SESSION 
GET ONE OF EQUAL OR 
LESSER VALUE FREE

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.HEIGHTS-MOVIE.CnM
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Houston’s Best Adult 
Store, Just Got Better!
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SALE Com. wUMhisad VViUV

713-944-6010 open daily
1207 Spencer Hwy S. Houston

TOYS DVDs TEEs ,

1
erosl 207.oom

Executive Adult
Superstore 
& Theatre

OVD 
v i » e o

14002 Northwest Frwy 
(Hwy 290) between 
Tidwell & Fairbanks- 

N. Houston

713-462-5100
www.executiveXXXvideo.com

AUSSIEBUM

CUMMING

SOFTWARE

MANY MORE CHECK OUT 
OUR WEEKLY 

SPECIALS
GAY OWNED 
& OPERATED

OVER 2000 ITEMS 
IN THE STORE

CALIFORNIA 
MUSCLE

photos by davidlewisimages >|

PRIVATE
FITTING ROOMS

NEW JEWELRY
INCLUDING

I WATCHES

ife JOHNNY HOOKS

The passing of bandleader Tim McGIashen, 

SOBE's fourth, SWAMP, Miss MintJulep 

and there’s trouble in River City again

Sleep well, sweet prince
HELLO HOUSTON HOTTIES! OF 
course this weather of ours’ rules the 
news again for the Bayou City this 
week. So before that nasty storm Emily 
makes it’s way here next week let’s 
check out what to do.

ON A SAD NOTE, HOTGG AND 
Houston lost a wonderful friend this 
week. Tim McGIashen, lead singer for 
the legendary Zealots died on Tuesday, 
July 12. While not queer himself, Tim 
was one of the very first people a baby 
HotGG met on our first night out in the 
Montrose back in 1983. Even though 
HotGG was wearing Adam Ant make-up 
and a bad bow tie, McGIashen cared not 
and wound up becoming a longtime 
friend. Tim will be missed by all who 
knew him. His most recent band, The, 
Buddhacrush, is oil hold until further 
notice. On the wings of angels Tim.

WELL THERE IS TROUBLE IN RIVER 
City this weekend at Miller Outdoor 
Theater. At least it’s free! Theater 
Under The Stars presents The Music 
Man from July 18 through 23. Turning 
River City, Iowa on its head is out-per- 
former David Rossetti. David also por­
trayed “Goody” in the national tour of 
“Fame: The Musical”, which took him to 
35 states in 10 months. The show begins 
at 8:15 each evening in Hermann Park. 
Bring blankets, a nice bottle of vino and 
your Off Deep Woods skeeter spray!

LOOK WHO’S GEARING UP FOR THEIR 
birthday. Why it’s South Beach! SOBE 
turns four next weekend, but to begin the 
celebration SOBE is having the Black 
Party, One of the true kings of the 
decks, Manny Lehman, will be there to 
spin you into a frenzy. Resident DJ, 
Jimmy Skinner opens. This will be a 
sell-out event so get your tickets fast. 
Stop by 810 Pacific to get yours or log 
onto www.southbeachthenightclub.com 
for more info.

THE SOUTHWEST ALTERNATE MEDIA 
Project, (SWAMP to those near and dear) 
is hosting a slew of workshops over the 
summer. Saturday, from 9 a.m. till 2 p.m., 
SWAMP is bringing award-winning docu­
mentary filmmaker and New Yorker 
Andrew Kolker to Houston for “For 
Love of the Doc: Telling a Story 
Through Documentary” at the Rice 
University Media Center. All partici­
pants in this workshop will get a free 
ticket to see Mr. Kolker’s documentary 
about Little League, “Small Ball,” screen­
ing the next day, Sunday, 2 p.m. at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. To 
enroll, call 713-522-8592 or email

Band leader Tim McGIashen died on July 12.

swamp@swamp.org.

IT’S MINT JULEP TIME. THAT’S MISS 
Mint Julep to you! This hilarious show 
is Sunday at 3 p.m. at 1415 California. 
The show starts promptly at 3, no cover, 
savory munchies and great entertain­
ment from Houston, Austin, and 
Galveston. In addition, there will be an 
auction of table waiter/waitresses for 
those of you who would like you own per­
sonal waiter for this event, with the bid­
ding starting at $50. The event benefits 
the Montrose Clinic and is underwrit­
ten by Houston hotty Matt Soileau! Call 
713-880-3015 for details.

FINALLY DEAR READERS, NEED A 
new mattress? A new bedroom set? How 
about a rocking chair for your room? 
Then Nsomnia Furniture is the place to 
be. Matt Locklin invites you to stop by 
and check out all the amazing deals he 
has for you and yours.

Monies raised go to support the West 
Heights House, a living house for those 
affected by HIV/AIDS. You’ll sleep better 
knowing you have a comfy and clean 
mattress and that your purchase helped 
those in need. Call Nsomnia at 713-869- 
3100 or stop by 433 610 North Loop 
between Shepherd and Yale. Don’t forget 
to bring your checkbook!

If you have any club announcements or 
events, email them to 

jhooks@houstonvoice.com or call 
7B-529.-8490. See you on the Go-Go!
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There's a Fine Line Between Telling the Truth and Talking Trash

Going 'Gray'
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Kingdom’s favorite band of all time.
The people who make the Guinness 

Book of British Hit Singles and Albums 
say the band has spent 1,322 weeks on the 
album charts, besting the Beatles-(at 1,293 
weeks) and ELVlS PRESLEY (at 1,280). It’s 
an especially good accomplishment consid­
ering that Queen’s first charted album 
came out in 1974. The Beatles’ first album 
dropped in 1963 and Pressley’s in 1956.

Teen heartthrob David Gallagher reportedly has a 
steamy gay sex scene in an upcoming adaptation of 
'The Picture of Dorian Gray.’

:i
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Filled with more bitchy one-liners 
than a “Mommie Dearest” marathon, 
OSCAR WILDE’S “The Picture of 
Dorian Gray” has long been a gay 
favorite. Thanks to out British director 
DUNCAN ROY the movie is getting a 
steamy new remake, which was just 
completed with the story set in New 
York City instead of Wilde’s London.

“The film is sexually graphic. It’s not 
rampant... but there is one very hot 
same-sex scene,” Roy told New York 
Post’s gossip column Page Six. “We just 
put the ‘gay’ back into Dorian Gray.”

Though there was no explicit boy-on- 
boy action in Wilde’s novel or in the 
1945 film version, it seemed to always 
bubble just beneath the surface.

The new “Dorian” will feature teen 
heartthrob DAVID GALLAGHER, best 
known for his role on the WB’s “7th 
Heaven.”

Apparently sexy actor and Mr. REECE 
WITHERSPOON, RYAN PHILLIPPE, 
was planning on producing, directing and 
starring in a remake of the same story, 
but that idea has been scrapped.

“I’ve won the battle of the Dorian 
Grays!” Roy told Page Six. “Who was going 
to believe that [Phillippe] is 18 years old?”

If he’s this bitchy in person, just 
imagine what he does with Wilde.

In other movie news, Variety reports 
that producers pushed back the start date 
for production on the movie version of 
“Hairspray” the musical, which is based 
on the film by gay director JOHN 
WATERS (gosh, Dish is exhausted just 
describing it). As a result, directors Jerry 
Mitchell and Jack O’Brien, who directed 
the Broadway version, had to step out.

Gay producers CRAIG ZADAN and 
NEIL MERON hoped to get ROB MAR­
SHALL, the gay director who won them 
an Oscar for “Chicago,” to direct since 
he just finished making “Memoirs of a 
Geisha.” Mitchell and O’Brien were fill­
ing in for Marshall when he bowed out 
of the stage version of “Hairspray”

The film is scheduled to be released 
in 2007.

A hot new remake of 
Wilde's 'Dorian Gray,’ 
Queen tops the charts 
and HBO gets a Woody

On the air
There’s a MORRISSEY song that pro­

claims “We hate it when our friends 
become successful,” and boy is that what 
Dish is feeling today

She got e-mail from MICHAEL 
ALVEAR who, under the pen name 
Woody Miller, writes the “Need Wood?” 
gay sex advice column that appears in 
the Washington Blade and other fine 
gay publications.

Alvear recently announced that HBO 
bought his Channel 4 series “Sex 
Inspectors,” which airs in the UK. The 
show, where Alvear and co-host Tracy 
Cox watch straight couples have sex and 
then critique their performance, has 
been a hit across the pond and HBO, 
apparently, is hoping for the same here.

The program begins airing on 
Thursday, September ..... 
1, at 11 p.m.

Speaking of tele­
vision deals, former 
Human Rights 
Campaign Executive 
Director (and D.C. 
area resident) ELIZ­
ABETH BIRCH now 
has her own TV 
show on gay channel 
Here! TV The half-
hour “Birch & Company” which will fea­
ture Birch interviewing different promi­
nent figures in the gay world, kicks off on 
Aug. 12 with guest ROSIE O’DONNELL.

......... . ......................

Long live the 
Queen

The rock band 
Queen, which was 
fronted by bisexual 
singer FREDDIE 
MERCURY until 
his death in 1991, 
was recently
named the United Freddie Mercury

t\\
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...I CAN'T DECIDE: 
GAY MARRIAGE 
OR CIVIL UNION ...

CI'LL TAKE THE 

STRAIGHT 
MARRIAGE... 
WITH BOYS
ON THE SIDE.

buildyourbusiness

CONTACT .

. OUR SALES TEAM
7135298490
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A wide selection 
of Authentic 
Designer Watches 
at competitive prices.

Register for a fee watch.

www.onlinebrandwatches.com

CLASSIFIEDS Visit houstonvoice.com to place your ad. Up to 25 words only $12.50 per week. 50<t each 
additional word. Fax toll-free 1.888.409.6768, or call toll-free 1.877.863.1885. Deadline for 
online ads: Sam Wednesday. For other submissions: 5:30pm Tuesday.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Is your home special? Tell 
our readers about it. Guarantee they will see it with our new 
features. Bold or box your ad for added attraction. Contact our 
customer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

SALE/
THE TIME IS RIGHT...
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS!
Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

HEIGHTS
BEAUTIFUL TOWNHOME for sale
2,213 sqft, 3BR, 3.5BA, 2 car garage.Private gated com­
munity in Heights. Faboo downtown view, all stainless appls. 
$244,900
832-368-7262

buildyourbusiness
CONTACT

OUR SALES TEAM
7135298490

i.t.nMM.ll voice

WESTBURY!
SUPER UPDATED Townhome. Courtyard setting! Europen de­
cor. Numerous updates. Fantastic screened in patio. Newer ap­
pliances. Great complex. $80,000 OBO.
(281) 782-2940

RENT / HOUSTON

BACHELOR PAD!
MONTROSE. Incredible sunny large 1 BR w/laun- 
dry and great patio! ALL BILLS PAID. 
Call (713)522-2263

Mi? v Tl 
W’ : • T

SPRING BRANCH/l-10 WEST.
ARTISTIC Contemporary with private pool. Built by artist; 2/2 
+ Study, 14' ceilings, saltillo/parquet floors, FP, decks, pool 
house, New Orleans style patio, alarm, W/D, refrigerator, ceiling 

fans, very private.
Dead end street very quiet, great neighbors, yard and pool 
maintenance and home warranty included. PET OK!
$1575/month for year lease.
Kathy 281 -361 -5288/ Cell 281 -639-9715 

HEIGHTS BEAUTIFUL 1 BR, 1 BA Condo in great inner 
Ibop location. Hdwd firs, DW, Microwave & refrig. Corvered 
parking, on site laundry, quiet court yard setting. $725/mo, 
includes water. (281) 782-2340.

LOOK!
HOUSTON HEIGHTS. Fabulous location! 2/1 Central Air/ 
Heat, Private Patio, Superb Garden!

(?W^ $499 T0TAL
MONTROSE
PRIME CHERRYHURST location!
2BR/1BA, C/AH, Hardwood floors, Refrigerator, W/D, Dish­
washer, off street parking. $825 Water paid (281)782-2340

MONTROSE/MUSEUM DISTRICT
1 & 2BR available.
Pool, covered parking, wood firs, beamed ceiling, french 
doors,lush tropical landscaping, private balcony. Featured 
in-motion picture Rush!
Charm and value! Move in special $499 TOTAL COST!
(713) 528-5218

NEAR RIVER OAKS Center.

Duplex,large 2BR/1.5BA, fireplace, very large master w/walk in 

closet, covered parking. $1,050 mo. 713-665-3114

RENT IT FAST with our new features. Draw attention to 
: your ad by using our bold or box feature. Contact our cus- 

tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

RENT / COMMERCIAL / 
EVENT SPAC

HOUSTON: HEIGHTS BLVD Office Space in luxuriously 
remodeled Historic Victorian Building. Amenities: Centrally 
located, Receptionist, 24-hour access, Pre-wired for net­
work, DSL or broadband, conference rooms, full kitchen, 
alarm system, from $600/mth Call (713)880-1118

RENT FURNISHED HOUSING
GLBT COMMUNITY HOUSE
PLWA & GLBT COMMUNITY HOUSE $99 per week 
SSI/SSDI-ok. Furnished private bedrooms, BILLS 
PAID! + Cable, DSL, yard! West Heights/North Shep- 
herd/610 North. No alcohol/drugs (713)906-4119

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES
ANNOUNCE YOUR UNION The Houston Voice is proud to 

announce the addition of a "Commitment Ceremonies" cate­

gory to our Classified listings. When making arrangements for 

your Union, don't forget to include the most important aspect 

of all...announcing the date. Publishing your union is easy & 

simple. Call (877) 863-1885 ext 223 to put the finishing touch­

es on your ceremony.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LEGAL SAME-SEX MARRIAGE IN CANADA! Want 
to know how to marry in Toronto? Email me and 
I will provide free information on how my hus­
band and I did it! Scott Groves- Window Media 
sgroves@davidatlanta.com

OUR YEARLY CRUISE EVENT • FEB 4-15, 2006

Toll Free: 877-639-8055
www.GAY-CRULSI]>

‘ FftNn $1045 pp*

11 nt cruise to Panama Canal 
with a great group of guys for

11 days of fun & friendship. Departs 

® Fort Lauderdale 2/4 visiting Jamaica, 
Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica and 

Mexico and 4 great days at sea.
• Per person clble occ.Taxes extra

AO travel arrange aunts hy Meet tags Inecnine Marix’ting 

Fl. ST MOM - »O

Direct: 954-735-8108
-WITH-MIM.COM
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITES
EVERYONE WILL LOVE
DAY one you feel it,Day two you crave it,Day three you tell 
your friends.Free Dealer sign-up

www.m2cglobal.com/natewww.m2cglobal.com/nate

EARN WHAT YOU'RE WORTH

✓ $500 - $6,000 Unlimited Earning Potential.

✓ Dynamic Internet Business Opportunity.

(800) 401-6819. www.pb.theonlinebusiness.com/hsv

AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY Learn to Earn $ 100K+/ 
year wrkg from home P/T. Not MLM Free info. 1(888)713- 
5181 sp. qu ickl ister.com/2621 -3/?cl2

EMPLOYMENT
FREELANCE REPORTERS NEEDED to cover HARD news.
Deadline and Computer skills a must!
Send resume and three clips to:
Editor
Houston Voice 
500 Lovett #200 
Houston Texas 77006

LOCAL FARMERS INSURANCE Agency is looking for an 
agency representative to handle daily customer service interac­
tions. Phone, writing, verbal, office skills a must; prior insurance 

experience a plus. Fax resume to Elijah at 713-661-6472

TEXAS SHIRT COMPANY
Now hiring at our Heights Location. Come work in a fun 
gay owned/operated environment that is a non-retail set­
ting. Found out more at www.txshirts.com/employment.asp

GROUPS
ON THE NORTH Side? Feeling OUTSIDE OF THE LOOP?!
Join The North Houston GLBT Social Group at: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/NhouGLBTsocialgroup
Meet other GLBT folk in your part of town! Sign up 
today!http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NhouGLBTsocialgroup

TRAVEL / INTERNATIONAL
BUENOS AIRES ARGENTINA! Beautiful studio apts for 
long/short term. All amenities. Walk to shopping/dining. 
FABULOUS NIGHTLIFE! Complimentary chauffeur driven 
limo from airport. Join 1000's of GLBT's each yr for an un­
forgettable vacation in Buenos Aires! Visit 
www.buenosairesstudios.com.

NEARBY GETAWAYS
CIRCLE J RANCH & CATTLE CO. A New gay campground in 
Texas! Working ranch! RV & tent camping, pool, horseback rid­

ing, hiking, swimming, boating. Clothing opt! (903) 479-4189. 

circlej@cebridge.net

VEHICLES 

SAME DAY WEBSITE POSTING

celltX 

sell it tomorrow

1999 PONTIAC SUNFIRE!
GOOD condition! Emerald Green, Blk/Grey interior, 2DR,
3.3 Engine, Sunroof, CD Player, New Tires.
COLD air! Very NEAT!
$3,000 Will consider a trade for right auto.
Danny:713-523-1304

RUN IT 'TILL YOU SELL IT. Take advantage of our 
new "Run it 'till you sell it" promotional. Place an ; 
ad to sell your car and email a photo of the car 
and run the ad until it sells. It's only $39.99. Call | 
our friendly staff toll free today! (877) 863-1885. I

FINANCIAL SERVICES

AFFORDABLE INSURANCE PAYS cash monthly if 
you're sick or hurt. Also Life, Annuities, IRA's. Call RFG Ins. 
Planners for a personal agent/quote. 281-948-9266.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Beautiful Home 
Home Repair & Remodeling' 

Cabinets & Furniture
Workmanship & Quality 

GUARANTEED
cf Expenenw. Kitchens a specialty. Insured 

Office: 713 8801666 Cell; 713-291-3395 
Call John!

__ ____ B Marofrsr Grwet Hoysfrxi ____

CLEANING SERVICES

CML. hr * iffWU

PHOTOGRAPHY / VIDEO

MAGES

713-240-5508

davidlewisimages.com

MASSAGE

sexxxv
HOT ITALIAN
5 IO • I8OLBS 

MUSCULAR
FRIGNDLY. DISCRGGT. 

D/D FRee

GIOVANNI
713.680.2663

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE
Tall, masculine, muscular, state licensed, AMTA certified, 11 

years exp. Incredible, full body total release! $75. Inner Loop/ 

SW Mike, (713) 963-9603 z

&

one of the best massage therapists
3 YEARS IN A ROW

CHADRMT.CaM
*713.^46.61 22

MONTROSE STUDIO 
TRAINED IN A 

VARIETY OF TECHNIQUES’

• thcrapu/iic • weduh • tpcris

• deep tiuuc • tnyeiherapy

• i-da^aticn therapy 

NEU/ Steam Room!!!

/Montrose Studio

^u^/asonrtnt.com

REWARD YOURSELF
A NICE TOUCH/RELA.XATION

OF BODY AND MIND BY

x LEE
832 978-7017

1 CENTRALLY LOCATED
I < \ 1 <3AY^EVENINGS

. | OUTCALLS VvTLCOME
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WWW.METROSPA4MEN.COM

Esclustvely for 
Today's Man

Est. 2004

713-52-METRO 
526-3876 

Toe-Sat 9-9 Sun Noon-9
2606 Grant Street Houston Texas 77006

Texas' First Full
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CALL MAZ 713-480-2004

DOWNTOWN-MIDTOWN MASSAGE !
Why not treat yourself?
Relax, Renew and Get back to YOU!!
Incalls and Outcalls. Great hands!
Flexible hours.
(281)216-7849

NUDE MASSAGE BY Professional.
Experienced, Mature Therapist.
Handsome, Muscular, Masculine, Very Well Hung. 
Thick cut.Swedish, Reflexology and Hot Stone. 
Strong Healing Hands.
RMT # 032664
Patrick: (713)447-2151

COUNSELING / SUPPORT
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS!
Call our friendly classifieds staff to place ad!

1 (877) 863-1885.

HEALTH / FITNESS
PENIS ENLARGEMENT
VIAGR a, Cialis & Testosterone
FDA Approved Pumps
Gain 1-3" Permanently
Free Picture Brochures
Dr. Joel Kaplan
619-294-7777
www.getbiggertoday.com

BODY / SOUL
ZENO
CLEARLY OUTSMARTS PIMPLES!
MOST pimples disappear in 24 hours
Safe, painless, handheld device.
■FDA approved.
NO doctor visit needed!
See our display ad in this weeks Houston Voice!
(713)461-5252
www.justwhatthedoctorordered.com

MANSCAPING MEN'S WAXING & clipping. Private location 
in Montrose. Call Dale (713) 529-5952 for appt.

How to place a Classified ad:
BY WEB: www.houstonvoice.com By e-mail: classifieds@houstonvoice.com By 

fax Fax completed order form and credit card information to Houston Classifieds, 

888-409-6768. By phone: Call in with completed order form to 877-863-1885. 

By mail: Mail completed order form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 

500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 200, Houston, TX 77006. In person: Bring completed 

order form with payment to the Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5 pm) 500 Lovett 

Blvd, Suite 200, Houston.

Ad policy: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads 

not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation. 

Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first 

week. Check ads promptly.

DEADLINES: Sam Wednesday for online submissions only. 

530pm Tuesday for all other submissions.
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ADULTCLASSIFIEDS
WEBSITES

and calf toll free

GALAXYMAL
M¥E STRA58HT &. GAY £££&

7 day trial only $1.95 with Promo Code: TX2C

STRAIGHT MEN

4 2 5 2 9 9 6
&):CHAT WITH HOT LOCAL GAY MEN FOR SEX RIGHTiNOWIW

18* only!

meet hot texas men in live personals & local gay chat roomsl

yodr Jrwfant

JOIN FREE!

J

now! >888^ 7 BOYSGO
(§Gas& GO®® teSEB ffiOSG) (teufiiro G

LESBIAN ROMANCE FILMS SINGLE Women's Empow­
erment Experience. Networking, movies, and more. 
www.sweep.bz cheaddc@comcast.netcheaddc@comcast.net

BODYWORK
YES, YOU CAN RELAX!
Let us help.
Bodywork and/or Leather.
Daddy Blade and/or Maverick 
www.DaddyBlade.com or 713-864-2233

M4M BABY BOOMER SPECIAL! 
713-522-2404
BODYWORK...
FOR THOSE SEEKING THE VERY BEST IN PAMPER­
ING AND DISCERNMENT.
CONFIDENTIALITY IS PRIORITY! Drk Haired 
Bronze Italian/Spanish, Good-looking, fit, 35, 
5'8" 175lbs.HEAL!NG HANDS!!

a

ME

DISCREET
|y rubs

Nude Rubdown
DEEP TISSUE
SPORTS
SENSUAL
PROFESSIONAL FITNBS|
Discrete I Safe I FulSflirt|l

JEFF
IN MONTROSE

713 208 8894

TEXAS HOSPITALITY!

Friendly 6*. 2351b
Blue-eyed Cowboy

Full Body Massage 
bid Body Worshiu

Stripping Available! 
HonestBodies.com

281-687-3735

HEY BABY BOOMERS!!!
have your body worshiped
BY A PHYSICALLY FIT GOOD LOOKING 
“30ish" GUY WITH HEALING HANDS & MORE 

MONTROSE AREA • IN/OUT CALLS

have yourself an mcretiihle. relaxhig hmir

71S*S22»24I4

ADULTS ONLY
WWW.SPANKTHIS.COM BAD BOYS being spanked, real 
discipline for young punks. New Movie each month. Instant 
access or purchase.

WWW.HOTSTUDS.COM New hot original BareBack vid­
eos. Hot Studs, Sexy Twinks & Latin Boys doing it all raw. 
View online or purchase discreetly.

HELIX STUDIOS.NET (www.spankthis.com & 
www.8teenboy.com) with real bad boy discipline & hot Twink sex. 

Online view/ purchase. Also looking for new models (866) 319-4431

HELIX STUDIOS.NET (www.hotstuds.com) Original Bare Back 
videos. Studs, Twinks, & Boys doing it raw. Online view/purchase. 

Also, looking for new models. (866) 319-4431

THE TIME IS RIGHT...
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS! 
Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.
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who think Junior Vasquez is a musician: 
Bob Mould is a guitarist, singer and song­
writer, formerly with Husker Du, who was 
a major influence on a whole generation of 
“alternative” rock musicians. I’m sure you 
would have heard of him if he’d been in 
an Abercrombie & Fitch ad.

Why are we 
so hot to 
claim a whack 
job like Tom 
Cruise as one 
of our own?

I WISH HUSBANDS WOULD COME 
with “sexpiration” dates on them. Who 
knew I’d be tricking behind his back just 
a year into it?

WHY DO SO MANY HOMOS THINK 
that if you talk to them, you want their 
counseling on some flaw they find in you? 
If I want counseling, I’ll get it from some­
body with decent credentials. Not some 
tired bar fag.

WEARING COLORFUL T-SHIRTS THAT 
offset, if not complement, my outer shirt 
is fashionable, not stupid. Telling me it’s 
stupid only means you have no taste. 
Same goes for my underwear. I’m not 
dressing to please the world, just myself.

WHY DO LESBIANS TREAT OTHER 
lesbians who are full-figured as unfit to be 
in a relationship? It doesn’t mean we can­
not be loved. I am so sick of reading per­
sonals that label us full-figured women as 
“excessive baggage.”

JUST BECAUSE I AM YOUNG AND hung 
does not give you the right to treat me 
like a whore. I am well educated, and I am 
not a whore. I am a slut.

THERE SHOULD BE A PLACE IN THE 
queer community for those of us who nei­
ther do crystal nor worship crystals.

IN CERTAIN CIRCLES, THE PHRASE 
“boi” indicates submission, not youth 
obsession.

YOU MIGHT BE A DRAG QUEEN IF ... 
you sing karaoke and choose to perform 
a ballad.

WHY DO YOU COME INTO A 
chatroom referring to yourself as 
“bi-closeted”? That’s the oldest gay 
oxymoron in the book!

MUSIC FROM THE 90S IS NOT “RETRO.” 
If you’re gong to hire a DJ for “retro” 
night, make sure he was out of diapers by 
at least 1980.

TO YOU DITZY-DISCO-LOVING GAY men 

TO THE QUEEN WHO SAID REAL MEN 
use bars of soap: Real men actually don’t 
give a damn what they use. Only image- 
obsessed gay boys are concerned about 
whether what they consume gives off the 
image they want to project.

TO THE BITCH WHO REFUSES TO GO 
into any bar that charges a cover: Bars are 
businesses, and their expenses and pay­
rolls do not magically fund themselves.

JUST BECAUSE I’M A HANDSOME, 
late 20s Brazilian who likes men over 65 
doesn’t make me a hustler. I have a real 
job, make lots of my own money and have 
my own $650,000 condo. It’s my fetish, so 
quit spreading rumors!

MAYBE SOME OF US WEAR THOSE 
“tired yellow rubber Armstrong cancer 
bands” because we have lost loved ones to 
this horrible illness. Have some compassion.

WHY DO GUYS ALWAYS STOP IN FRONT 
of me and block everyone else’s view of 
me? And it’s almost always a guy who 
should be hiding in the dark corner of 
the room.

I DON’T HAVE TO STAY MY “STUCK-UP 
ass” at home to avoid stalkers at the bars. 
What I need is to have the losers leave me 
the hell alone. I don’t owe anyone my body 
just because they want it for the night.

YOU LESS-THAN-HOT MEN NEED TO 
get over your insecurity about hot guys 
and their so-called attitude. Just because I 
may not show interest in you doesn’t 
mean I think I’m better. You’re just not 
mY type. We get rejected for the same rea­
son by other hot-looking guys.

YOU HAVE AN EDUCATION, CAREER 
and a vehicle? We could be so proud of our 
little Johnny if only he weren’t a twink!

YOU GET EXCITED WHEN A “GAY 
movie” hits the video shelf for the same 
reason you have trouble staying awake for 
15 minutes: You are tired!

INSTEAD OF PERFORMANCE 
appraisals at work, why can’t we all get a 
spanking from a hot guy if we do bad like 
they used to do in school?

GUYS SHOULD TAKE A LOOK AT HOW 
a new boyfriend treats his mother. After a 
while, that is how he will treat you.

Editors' note: These are real bitches, sent in by real readers, 
about gay life's little annoyances, and the big ones, too. 

Got a bitch?
Call 1-800-858-8088
or e-mail: bitch@expressgaynews.com
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"Think you know 

what straight men won't do? 

Think again."

VOL //GbT BWE OF THESE GUTS
DO FO? A FEW EXTM
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DermaHealth
LASER ASSOCIATES

AT-iS?5S:

• laser Hair Removal
• Acne & Acne Scar Removal
• Botox® and Restylane®
• Facial and Peels
• Vein Therapies
• Microdermabrasion
• Waxing and Tinting
• Permanent Make-Up
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6363 Wood way Dr., Suite 850 • Houston, Texas 77057

Chert A. Post M,0., offers the following services:


