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Transgenders protest HRC exec’s visit to Houstoo
Group tells Birch to put 
gender issues on HRC 
agenda
by KAY Y. DAYUS

Holding up signs that read, "Sub 
Human Rights Society," and "Transgenders 
are human too," around 25 people from the 
transgender community picketed outside 
La Colombe D'or on Wednesday as a large 
invited group waited inside the exclusive 
restaurant to meet and hear Elizabeth Birch, 
executive director of the Human Rights 
Campaign.

The protesters, members of the trans­
gender group, Texas Gender Advocacy and 
Information Network, were protesting the 
HRC's exclusion of the transgendered from 
the organization's work.

Specifically, said TGAIN founder and 
executive director, Sarah DePalma, they 
were protesting HRC's failure to back the

The San Jacinto Apartments, built in 1923, have been restored to house homeless veterans with 
special needs such as HIV and other serious illnesses. The building, with 36 efficiency apartments.
opened Aug. 24.

inclusion of transgendered people in the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act in 
Congress.

• Birch lauds Gore during Houston visit 
See Page 10

"We want to get the HRC's attention and get 
transgenders put on the agenda," said DePalma. 
She said that transgenders were committing sui­
cide at an alarming rate in the last few years 
because of discrimination in the workplace.

>■ Continued on Page 10

GOP defends letter campaign over sodomy law
Gary Rolland tells state Committee on 
Judicial Affairs his unsent draft to sway 
judge was protected by free speech
by WENDY K. MOHON

Harris County Republican Chair Gary Polland told the state Committee 
on Judicial Affairs that an unsent letter he asked his GOP treasurer to draft 
to a judge deciding the fate of the homosexual conduct ruling was within the 
realm of free speech.

The committee was conducting the fact-finding hearing Wednesday, held 
in Houston City Council chambers in the city hall annex at 900 Bagby, to 
determine if legislation is needed to govern communication between politi­
cal parties or lawyers and judges when the communication is about pending 
court cases.

The investigation was prompted by a letter, drafted by Harris County 
GOP treasurer Paul Simpson and leaked to the Houston Chronicle, that was 
circulated among 14 Republican Party chairs in the counties surrounding 
Houston. The letter was never sent, but was addressed to Justice John S. 
Anderson and demanded that he reverse his opinion in the homosexual con­
duct case or drop his bid for re-election.

Anderson was on the three-judge panel of the 14th Court of Appeals 
which overturned the state's homosexual conduct law, commonly referred 
to as the sodomy law, in June based on the equal rights provision in the state 
Constitution. That ruling has been challenged by the state and is currently 
being reviewed en banc, in other words, >■ Continued on Page 11

li

Gary Polland speaks to the state House Committee on Judicial 
Affairs Wednesday in Houston City Council Chambers. Polland 
stated during the fact-finding hearing that he believed an 
unsent letter he asked local GOP treasurer Paul Simpson to 
draft to Judge John S. Anderson regarding the homosexual con­
duct ruling was within the realm of free speech. The committee 
was investigating the controversy surrounding the letter to 
determine if new laws are needed to govern how political par­
ties and lawyers communicate with judges about pending cases.
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Capsules

CRIXIVAN

Remember to ask your 
doctor about CRIXIVAN.

9 DURABLE RESULTS

In a landmark study, over 90% of 31 patients receiving a combination of CRIXIVAN, AZT, 
and 3TC reduced their serum viral load below the limit of detection after 24 weeks. Importantly the 
limited number of patients who chose to stay with the study for longer periods of time maintained these 
results through the one-year mark. In a separate study, 30% of 261 patients receiving dual therapy of 
CRIXIVAN and AZT had serum viral loads below the limit of detection at 48 weeks. In another 
landmark study, 43% of 40 patients receiving combination therapy with CRIXIVAN, AZT and 3TC had 
plasma viral loads below the limit of detection at 40 weeks. In this study of over 1,000 patients, the 
group of patients receiving CRIXIVAN along with 3TC and AZT achieved a reduction in deaths and 
AIDS-defining illnesses over those taking 3TC and AZT alone. Overall, the number of deaths was 
inadequate to assess the impact of CRIXIVAN on survival. Blood viral loads were measured by 
available tests and the virus may still be present in other organ systems.

M HIGHLY EFFECTIVE THERAPY

CRIXIVAN in combination with antiretroviral agents is a powerful protease inhibitor that fights HIV and 
is among the preferred treatments for HIV in federal healthcare guidelines.1 CRIXIVAN can help reduce 
the chance of illnesses and death associated with HIV; CRIXIVAN can also help lower the amount of HIV 
in your body (called “viral load") and raise your CD4 T-cell count, as shown in studies over a one-year 
period. Some patients may not experience these effects. CRIXIVAN is not a cure for HIV or AIQS.

X THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CRIXIVAN
CRIXIVAN can be taken with a light meal or on an empty stomach. Some patients treated with 
CRIXIVAN may develop stones in the kidney or urinary tract. For some, this can lead to more severe 
kidney problems, including kidney failure. Drinking at least 6 glasses of water each day may help reduce 
the chance of forming these stones. Other side effects reported include rapid breakdown of red blood 
cells and liver problems.

As with other protease inhibitors, changes in body fat, increased bleeding in some patients with hemophilia,
and increased blood sugar levels or diabetes have been reported. Additionally, severe muscle pain and U 

weakness have occurred in patients also taking cholesterol-lowering medicines called “statins.” There 
are some common medications and AIDS-related medications you should not take with CRIXIVAN.
Also, taking CRIXIVAN with any products containing St. John’s wort, an herbal supplement, is not 
recommended because it may lead to increased viral load and possible resistance to CRIXIVAN. Discuss 
all medications you are taking or plan to take with your doctor

For more detailed information about CRIXIVAN, please read the information immediately following 
this advertisement.

1 Guidelines for the Use of Antiretroviral Agents in HIV-Infected Adults and Adolescents. Panel on Clinical Practices for Treatment 

of HIV Infection. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), May 5,1999.

may help you 
live a longer, 
healthier life.

CRIXIVAN’

If you’re HIV+,
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CRIXIVAN
>=(indfflr sufcte)

Capsules

Patient Information about CRIXIVAN' (KRiK-sih-van)
for HI\' (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) Infection
Generic name: indinavir (in-DiH-nuh-veer) sulfate

9024512

Please read this information before you start taking CRIXIVAN. Also, read the leaflet each time you 

renew your prescription, just in case anything has changed. Remember, this leaflet does not take the 

place of careful discussions with your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss CRIXIVAN when you 

start taking your medication and at regular checkups. You should remain under a doctor’s care when 

using CRIXIVAN and should not change or stop treatment without first talking with your doctor.

What is CRIXIVAN?
CRIXIVAN is an oral capsule used for the treatment of HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus). 
HIV is the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immune deficiency syndrome). CRIXIVAN is a type of 
HIV drug called a protease (PRO-tee-ase) inhibitor.

How does CRIXIVAN work? /
CRIXIVAN is a protease inhibitor that fights HIV. CRIXIVAN can help reduce your chances of getting 
illnesses associated with HIV. CRIXIVAN can also help lower the amount of HIV in your body (called “viral 
load”) and raise your CD4 (I) cell count. CRIXIVAN may not have these effects in all patients.

CRIXIVAN is usually prescribed with other anti-HIV drugs such as ZDV (also called AZT), 3TC, ddl, ddC, or 
d4T. CRIXIVAN works differently from these other anti-HIV drugs. Talk with your doctor about how you 
should take CRIXIVAN.

CRIXIVAN has been studied in adults. The safety and effectiveness of CRIXIVAN in children and adolescents 
have not been established.

How should I take CRIXIVAN?
There are six important things you must do to help you benefit from CRIXIVAN:

1. Take CRIXIVAN capsules every day as prescribed by your doctor. Continue taking CRIXIVAN unless your 
doctor tells you to stop. Take the exact amount of CRIXIVAN that your doctor tells you to take, right from the very 
start. To help make sure you will benefit from CRIXIVAN, you must not skip doses or take "drug holidays". 
If you don’t take CRIXIVAN as prescribed, the activity of CRIXIVAN may be reduced (due to resistance).

2. Take CRIXIVAN capsules every 8 hours around the clock, every day. It may be easier 
to remember to take CRIXIVAN if you take it at the same time every day. If you have questions about 
when to take CRIXIVAN, your doctor or health care provider can help you decide what schedule 
works for you.

3. If you miss a dose by more than 2 hours, wait and then take the next dose at the regularly 
scheduled time. However, if you miss a dose by less than 2 hours, take your missed dose immediately. 
Then take your next dose at the regularly scheduled time. Do not take more or less than your prescribed 
dose of CRIXIVAN at any one time.

4. Take CRIXIVAN with water. You can also take CRIXIVAN with other beverages such as skim or non-fat 
milk, juice, coffee, or tea.

5. Ideally, take each dose of CRIXIVAN without food but with water at least one hour before or 
two hours after a meal. Or you can take CRIXIVAN with a light meal. Examples of light meals include:

dry toast with jelly, juice, and coffee (with skim or non-fat milk and sugar if you want) 
corn flakes with skim or non-fat milk and sugar

Do not take CRIXIVAN at the same time as any meals that are high in calories, fat, and protein 
(for example — a bacon and egg breakfast). When taken at the same time as CRIXIVAN, these foods 
can interfere with CRIXIVAN being absorbed into your bloodstream and may lessen its effect.

6. It is critical that you drink at least six 8-ounce glasses of liquids (preferably water) 
throughout the day, every day. CRIXIVAN can cause kidney stones. Having enough fluids in 
your body should help reduce the chances of forming a kidney'stone. Call your doctor or other 
health care provider if you develop kidney pains (middle to lower stomach or back pain) or blood in 
the urine.

Does CRIXIVAN cure HIV or AIDS?
CRIXIVAN is not a cure for HIV or AIDS. People taking CRIXIVAN may still develop infections or other 
conditions associated with HIV. Because of this, it is very important for you to remain under the care of a 
doctor. Although CRIXIVAN is not a cure for HIV or AIDS, CRIXIVAN can help reduce your chances of getting 
illnesses, including death, associated with HIV. CRIXIVAN may not have these effects in all patients.

Does CRIXIVAN reduce the risk of passing HIV to others?
CRIXIVAN has not been shown to reduce the risk of passing HIV to others through sexual contact or blood 
contamination.

Who should not take CRIXIVAN?
Do not take CRIXIVAN if you have had a serious allergic reaction to CRIXIVAN or any of its components.

What other medical problems or^gnditions should I discuss with my doctor?
Talk to your doctor if:

■ You are pregnant or if you become pregnant while you are taking CRIXIVAN. We do not yet know how 

CRIXIVAN affects pregnant women or their developing babies.
■ You are breast-feeding. You should stop breast-feeding if you are taking CRIXIVAN.

Also talk to your doctor if you have:
■ Problems with your liver, especially if you have mild or moderate liver disease caused by cirrhosis.

■ Problems with your kidneys.

■ Diabetes

■ Hemophilia
■ High cholesterol and you are taking cholesterol-lowering medicines called “statins .

Tell your doctor about any medicines you are taking or plan to take, including non-prescription medicines, 
herbal products including St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum), or dietary supplements.

Can CRIXIVAN be taken with other medications?**
Drugs you should not take

SELDANE® (terfenadine)

VERSED® (midazolam)

ORAP® (pimozide)

with CRIXIVAN:

HISMANAL® (astemizole)

HALCION® (triazolam)

Ergot medications (e.g., Wigraine® and Cafergot®)

PROPULSID® (cisapride)
Taking CRIXIVAN with the above medications could result in serious or life-threatening problems (such as 
irregular heartbeat or excessive sleepiness).

In addition, you should not take CRIXIVAN with the following: Rifampin, known as RIFADIN®, RIFAMATE®, 
RIFATER® ,or RIMACTANE®.
It is not recommended to take CRIXIVAN with the cholesterol-lowering drugs MEVACOR*  (lovastatin) or 
ZOCOR*  (simvastatin) because of possible drug interactions. There is also an increased risk of drug 
interactions between CRIXIVAN and LIPITOR® (atorvastatin) and BAYCOL® (cerivastatin); talk to your doctor 
before you take any of these cholesterol-reducing drugs with CRIXIVAN.

Taking CRIXIVAN with St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum), an herbal product sold as a dietary supplement, 
or products containing St. John's wort is not recommended. Taking St. John’s wort has been shown to 
decrease CRIXIVAN levels and may lead to increased viral load and possible resistance to CRIXIVAN or cross 
resistance to other antiretroviral drugs.

Drugs you can take with CRIXIVAN include:

RETROVIR*  (zidovudine, ZDV also called AZT)

ZERIT® (stavudine, d4T)

BACTRIM*/SEPTRA®  (trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole)

BIAXIN® (clarithromycin)

TAGAMET® (cimetidine)

VIDEX® (didanosine, ddl) — If you take CRIXIVAN with 

MYCOBUTIN® (rifabutin) — If you take CRIXIVAN wi 
dose of MYCOBUTIN and the dose of CRIXIVAN.

EPIVIR’- (lamivudine, 3TC) 

isoniazid (INH)
DIFLUCAN*  (fluconazole)

0RTH0-N0VUM 1/35® (oral contraceptive)

Methadone
VIDEX®, take them at least one hour apart.

h MYCOBUTIN®, your doctor may adjust both the

NIZORAL® (ketoconazole) — If you take CRIXIVAN with NIZORAL®, your doctor may adjust the dose of CRIXIVAN. 

RESCRIPTOR®(delavirdine)—If you take CRIXIVAN with RESCRIPTOR®, your doctor may adjust the dose of CRIXIVAN. 

SPORANOX® fitraconazole)—If you take CRIXIVAN with SPORANOX®, your doctor may adjust the dose of CRIXIVAN. 

SUSTIVA’- (efavirenz)—If you take CRIXIVAN with SUSTIVA’-, your doctor may adjust the dose of CRIXIVAN.

Talk to your doctor about any medications you are taking.

What are the possible side effects of CRIXIVAN?
Like all prescription drugs, CRIXIVAN can cause side effects Jhe following is not a complete list of 
side effects reported with CRIXIVAN when taken either alone or with other anti-HIV drugs. Do not rely on 
this leaflet alone for information about side effects. Your doctor can discuss with you a more complete list 

of side effects
Some patients treated with CRIXIVAN developed kidney stones. In some of these patients this led to 
more severe kidney problems, including kidney failure or inflammation of the kidneys. Drinking at 
least six 8-ounce glasses of liquid (preferably water) each day should help reduce the chances of 
forming a kidney stone. Call your doctor or other health care provider if you develop kidney pains (middle 
to lower stomach or back pain) or blood in the urine.
Some patients treated with CRIXIVAN have had rapid breakdown of red blood cells (hemolytic anemia) 
which in some cases was severe or resulted in death.
Some patients treated with CRIXIVAN have had liver problems including liver failure and death. Some patients 
had other illnesses or were taking other drugs. It is uncertain if CRIXIVAN caused these liver problems.
Diabetes and high blood sugar (hyperglycemia) have occurred in patients taking protease inhibitors. In 
some of these patients, this led to ketoacidosis, a serious condition caused by poorly controlled blood 
sugar. Some patients had diabetes before starting protease inhibitors, others did not. Some patients 
required adjustments to their diabetes medication. Others needed new diabetes medication.
In some patients with hemophilia, increased bleeding has been reported.
Severe muscle pain and weakness have occurred in patients taking protease inhibitors, including 
CRIXIVAN, together with some of the cholesterol-lowering medicines called “statins." Call your doctor if 
you develop severe muscle pain or weakness.
Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking protease inhibitors. These changes may 
include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump"), breast, and around the 
trunk. Loss of fat from the legs and arms may also happen. The cause and long term health effects of 
these conditions are not known at this time.

Clinical Studies

Increases in bilirubin (one laboratory test of liver function) have been reported in approxiniately 10% of 
patients. Usually, this finding has not been associated with liver problems. However, on rare occasions, a 
person may develop yellowing of the skin and/or eyes.
Side effects occurring in 2% or more of patients included: abdominal pain, fatigue or weakness, low red 
blood cell count, flank pain, painful urination, feeling unwell, nausea, upset stomach, diarrhea, vomiting, acid 
regurgitation, increased or decreased appetite, back pain, headache, dizziness, taste changes, rash, itchy 
skin, yellowing of the skin and/or eyes, upper respiratory infection, dry skin, and sore throat.
Swollen kidneys due to blocked urine flow occurred rarely.

Marketing Experience

Other side effects reported since CRIXIVAN has been marketed include: allergic reactions; severe skin 
reactions: yellowing of the skin and/or eyes; heart problems including heart attack; abdominal swelling; 
indigestion; inflammation of the kidneys; inflammation of the pancreas; joint pain; depression; itching; 
hives; change in skin color; hair loss; ingrown toenails with or without infection; crystals in the urine; 

painful urination; and numbness of the mouth.
Tell your doctor promptly about these or any other unusual symptoms. If the condition persists or worsens, 

seek medical attention.

How should I store CRIXIVAN capsules?
■ Keep CRIXIVAN capsules in the bottle they came in and at room temperature (59 - 86 F).

■ Keep CRIXIVAN capsules dry by leaving the small desiccant

“pillow” in the bottle. Keep the bottle closed. .

This medication was-prescribed for your particular condition. Do not use it for any other condition or give it to anybody else. Keep CRIXIVAN and all medicines out of the 
reach of children. If you suspect that more than the prescribed dose of this medicine has been taken, contact your local poison control center or emergency room immediately.

This leaflet provides a summary of information about CRIXIVAN. If you have any questions or concerns about either CRIXIVAN or HIV, talk to your doctor.

• Registered trademark of MERCK & CO., Inc. COPYRIGHT ©MERCK & CO., Inc., 1996, 1999. All rights reserved. issued May 2000
-The brands listed are the registered trademarks of their respective owners and are not trademarks of Merck & Co., Inc. MERCK & CO., INC.

West Point. PA 19486, USA

A MERCK 006120(9X512)-CRX-CON

CRIXIVAN’
-(indinavir sulfate)

Capsules



HOUSTON VOICE • SEPTEMBER 29, 2000 NEWS 5

INSIDE

NEWS

National News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Health News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

VOICES & ECHOES

Crain: Ex-gay fairy tale ends . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Guest viewpoint: Racist rainbow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

'Ethan Green' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

OUT ON THE BAYOU

Kristine W. visits H-town . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Gay Men's Chorus begins rehearsals . . . . . . . . . 17

Heights fest is this weekend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Bayou Calendar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

Eating Out: Habanero Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Community Calendar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26-27

Occasions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30

My Stars! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31

CLASSIFIEDS . . . . . . . . 28-29

Issue 1040

All material in Houston Voice is protected by 
federal copyright law and may not be repro­
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tion does not necessarily indicate the sexual 

orientation of that person or persons.

Houston Voice accepts unsolicited editorial 
material but cannot take responsibility for its 

return. The editor reserves the right to accept, 
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Restored apartment to house vets with HIV
Complex will offer more 
than shelter; support 
services also provided
by ELLA TYLER

The historic San Jacinto Apartments at 
the edge of downtown at 1111 Mcllhenny 
have been restored to house homeless vet­
erans with special needs such as HIV and 
other serious illnesses. The building, with 
36 efficiency apartments, opened Aug. 24 
and is already half full, said Earl Hatcher of 
the Housing Corporation of Greater 
Houston, the non-profit corporation which 
manages the project.

The project gives its residents more than 
a roof over their heads. It is a therapeutic 
community, the first of its kind in Houston.

"With illnesses like HIV and Hepatitis 
C, you can give people medication, but if 
they continue to lead the lifestyle that gave 
them their illness, it's not much use," 
Hatcher explained. "It is a drug-free envi­
ronment and we provide on-site support-

>• Continued on Page 13

■’

**

•••X
■ ■<'W

o*i

S y .’ :
.<■ ■ .Mil 

III 
BTO
2 * ' V'

..JWix-y.' ’x-z ^.x. :■!£&!

jr* s** wss • ■■■ •:

SB*.:

The San Jacinto Apartments, built in 1923, have been restored to house homeless veterans with 
special needs such as HIV and other serious illnesses. The building, with 36 efficiency apartments, 
opened Aug. 24.

Baylor launches HIV study
Clinical trial to examine 
affect virus has on vision
by RICH ARENSCHIELDT

Houston continues to maintain its repu­
tation for excellence in low-cost, high-quali­
ty care and services to people affected by 
HIV/AIDS.

Doctors in the public and private sectors 
strive to stay on top of the ever-changing 
pile of information in order to deliver effec­
tive HIV treatment. Much of this therapy is 
the result of clinical and observational trials 
in which HIV-positive individuals partici­
pate.

Baylor College of Medicine's 
Department of Ophthalmology is currently 
enrolling patients in a comprehensive study 
focusing on HIV and its long-term affect on 
vision and eye health.

According to study director. Dr. Richard 
Lewis, professor of ophthalmology, individ­
uals with HIV need to pay special attention 
to their ocular health, primarily as the result 
of the opportunistic infection. 
Cytomegalovirus (CMV).

This virus is normally present in about 
half of the general population, but as with 
most opportunistic infections, it becomes 
especially troublesome in immune-sup- 
pressed individuals. An ocular condition 
known as CMV retinitis is common in 
patients with late-stage AIDS, and has his­
torically been the largest cause of HlV-relat- 
ed blindness.

"In the beginning of this epidemic, oph-

Dr. Richard Lewis, professor of ophthalmology at Baylor College of Medicine, performs an eye 
exam on Steve Spencer, research coordinator for Baylor's comprehensive study on the long-term 
affect of HIV on vision.

thalmologists were virtually overwhelmed 
by individuals who were having to face 
severe opportunistic infections of all types," 
Lewis said. "Viral infections from CMV 
were prevalent in the lungs, gastro-intestin­
al system and also in the eyes."

In 1987, treatment for HIV was embry­
onic. There were no protease inhibitors, no 
triple-drug combos and very few choices for 
physicians treating patients.

"At that time, more than 35 percent of 
patients with AIDS were experiencing some 
level of blindness as a direct result of CMV 
infection," Lewis said.

In response to this, the Longitudinal 
Study of Ocular Complications of AIDS 
(LSOCA) was bom. This study was devel­
oped at Johns Hopkins Medical School in 
Baltimore and is still enrolling participants.

"This collaborative clinical trial was one 
of the first in ophthalmology to utilize a 
multi-center approach to study a large num­
ber of patients at clinics nationwide that 
could deal with ocular complications result­
ing from HIV infection on a long-term 
ongoing basis," said Lewis.

> Continued on Page 14
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around the nation
NJ. judge, citing ban on gay marriage, refuses lesbian's name change

NEWARK—A New Jersey state judge has denied a lesbian's request to legally change her 
surname, the New York Times reported. The ACLU of New Jersey announced it would assist 
in Jill Bacharach's appeal of State Superior Court Judge Anthony J. luliani's denial of her 
request to hyphenate her last name and add her partner's surname. luliani said he denied 
the request to keep from giving the impression that New Jersey recognizes same-sex mar­
riages. New Jersey law allows name changes for virtually any reason other than to perpe­
trate fraud, dodge creditors or avoid criminal prosecution. "It takes some creativity to come 
up with a new way to discriminate against lesbian and gay people," said Shannon Minter, 
senior staff attorney for the National Center for Lesbian Rights in San Francisco. Bacharach, 
32, and her unidentified partner, were took part in a Vermont civil union Sept. 10.

Anti-gay group in N.Y. attempts ad claiming Hillary Clinton a lesbian
ROANOKE, Va.—New York television stations are refusing to broadcast an ad that 

implies that U.S. Senate candidate Hillary Clinton is a lesbian, the Roanoke Times reported.
The ad was produced by the Christian Action Network, a conservative Christian lobbying

r'^

s

a commercial that claims Hillary Clinton is a 
lesbian. Clinton is locked in a tight race 
with U.S. Rep. Rick Lazio for New York's 
open Senate seat.

organization in Virginia that claims about 
150,000 members. According to its executive 
director, Phillip Vaught, the ad is composed of 
video images of Clinton and a voice-over that 
says, "It is rumored that Hillary Clinton is a 
lesbian. It is rumored that Hillary Clinton 
supports homosexual marriage. It is rumored 
that Hillary Clinton will leave her husband 
upon taking office. ... Sometimes rumors are 
true." So far two stations have called the ad 
"unacceptable for airing." The group was 
sued by the Federal Elections Commission for 
a 1992 ad that said Bill Clinton's vision for 
America includes "job quotas for homosexu­
als, giving homosexuals special civil rights, 
allowing homosexuals in the armed forces." 
Founder Martin Mawyer once worked for 
Rev. Jerry Falwell.

'Dr. Laura' TV show halts production to retool show after weak debut
LOS ANGELES (AP)—Production of "Dr. Laura," the controversial TV show starring 

radio personality Laura Schlessinger, has been halted, part of a pre-planned hiatus to retool 
the show, a spokeswoman said. Ratings for "Dr. Laura" have been a disappointment, in 
som'e cities drawing fewer viewers than the show it replaced. Schlessinger, 53, has been 
roundly criticized by gay civil rights activists for anti-gay comments on her radio show, 
including calling gays "deviant" and "biological errors." Critics of the TV show claim that 
Schlessinger's avoidance of controversial topics has made it too tame; TV writers have 
panned the show. Meanwhile, Coca-Cola joined a growing list of sponsors to drop the show. 
StopDrLaura.com, a Web site created to oppose the show and flood advertisers with protest 
e-mails, said that 50 companies have told local stations not to air their ads on the show.

United Way in N.C. city drops gay protection over Boy Scout partnership
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (AP)—Under pressure from the local Boy Scouts council and 

contributors who threatened to halt donations, United Way of Forsyth County, N.C., has 
decided to drop words barring discrimination based on sexual orientation from its partner­
ship agreements. Agencies must sign the agreements to receive money from United Way. In 
June, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed the Boy Scouts of America to retain its policy barring 
gay Scouts or troop leaders. Since then, United Way agencies and other organizations 
nationwide have been redefining their relationships with local Scout groups. Boy Scouts 
supporters threatened to cut off contributions to United Way if the words on sexual orien­
tation weren't cut; gay-rights activists threatened to stop giving if the clause was cut. At 
stake was more than $400,000 earmarked for the Scouts. United Way President Ron Drago 
said the language in the agreement would have required his agency to protect a group that 
is not protected from discrimination by federal law. "It's absolutely the right thing to do," 
said Pete Rodda, a local Boy Scout leader and Forsyth County tax assessor and collector.

R.l. court allows lesbian to petition for visit with non-biological son
PROVIDENCE, R.l. (AP)—By a 3-2 vote, the Rhode Island Supreme Court ruled Monday that 

a lesbian may not prevent her former partner from asking for the right to visit the son they raised. 
The decision gives de facto parents in the state the same rights to petition for visitation as biolog­
ical and adoptive parents. Maureen Rubano and Concetta DiCenzo, the biological mother, had a 
child through artificial insemination in 1991. The couple raised the child until they split in 1996. 
DiCenzo signed a consent order granting Rubano permanent visitation rights, but later attempt­
ed to revoke it, calling Rubano's visits "disruptive and confusing." But the court found that "[t]he 
fact that DiCenzo not only gave birth to this child but also nurtured him from infancy does not

For more news, visit
www.houstonvoice.com

mean that she can arbitrarily terminate Rubano's de 
facto parental relationship with the boy," Justice 
Robert Flanders wrote in the majority opinion.

—From staff and wire reports
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EDITORIAL

No happy ending to ex-gay’s un-fairy tale
by CHRIS CRAIN

For some 40 minutes on the night of 
Sept. 19, John Paulk left behind his day job 
as leader of the ex-gay movement and hus­
band to ex-lesbian Anne, and walked into a 
dingy Washington, D.C. gay bar.

By all accounts, including Paulk's, he 
thoroughly enjoyed his 40 minutes in Mr. 
P's, cavorting with other patrons, happily 
admitting that he is gay, and speaking "inti­
mately" with another male patron, at least 
according to one witness.

That all ended in the flash of a camera in 
the hands of Wayne Besen, a Human Rights 
Campaign staffer who has zealously inves­
tigated a movement that argues we can be 
converted through Christian prayer into 
leaving behind "the gay lifestyle."

Paulk ran from the camera like the 
worst kind of scam artist in a "60 Minutes" 
expose, only Paulk and his wife had 
already appeared on that venerable Sunday 
newsmagazine, proudly telling of their het­
erosexual love for one another.

By the next afternoon, a nervous Paulk 
faced the music, admitting his visit, though 
offering the lame explanation that he'd been 
searching for a restroom. Perhaps, as "Tom" 
from Chicago suggested in a forum posting 
on the Voice Web site, Paulk really did need 
to use the bathroom and took the name of 
the bar—Mr. P's—a little too literally.

Paulk would have been more believable 
if he had argued he was an undercover 
evangelist, searching for souls in the belly 
of the Beast.

But to his credit, Paulk did acknowledge 
that he stayed out of curiosity. After 13 years 
without stepping foot in a gay bar, he won­
dered how things had changed. It was oppo­
sition research, he argued, not proselytizing.

More likely, Paulk found himself in a 
familiar and comfortable atmosphere, sur­
rounded by people freely living a life he has 
denied himself for years. He enjoyed him­
self because for those 40 minutes, he was an 
ex-ex-gay.

But he had straightened himself out by

the next day, when he reaffirmed in an 
interview with this newspaper that he was 
a happy heterosexual, still in the full bloom 
of romantic love with his wife.

Less than 24 hours after he was an ex-ex- 
gay, Paulk was a ex-ex-ex-gay, giving him 
something in common with Newt Gingrich 
and Congressman Bob Barr (R-Ga.), spon­
sor of the anti-gay Defense of Marriage Act, 
who each can claim a trio of ex's.

Paulk's superiors at Exodus 
International, the ex-gay ministry, and 
Focus on the Family, a right-wing Christian 
ministry, were less convinced of his gay-

For 40 short minutes, 
John Paulk left behind his 

politics and enjoyed life 

as an ex-ex-gay.
tumed-ex-tumed-gay-tumed-ex status.

Both groups are of the same school as 
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-Miss.), 
and view homosexuality as an addiction, 
like alcoholism. That makes them as skepti­
cal as many of us about Paulk's explana­
tions, publicly questioning whether he has 
fallen off the hetero wagon.

"I believe he was enjoying a temporary 
escape from the responsibilities of the rest 
of his life," said Bob Davies, executive 
director of based Exodus International 
North America.

There is an element of truth to the addic­
tion analogy because anyone who has 
struggled for years in the closet knows that, 
like alcoholism, the temptation of homosex­
uality always looms, no matter how long 
it's been since last acted upon.

The difference, of course, is that being 
gay doesn't lead to an obsessive pattern of 
behavior that interferes with a well-adjust­
ed life. Homosexuality, like heterosexuality, 
is morally and psychologically neutral. It s 
what you do with it that determines how

happy you are.
The better analogy is to being left-hand­

ed. You can try for years to use your right­
hand, but it will never feel completely natu­
ral, and the temptation will always be there 
to use the hand that feels normal for you.

Imagine how John Paulk felt for those 
precious 40 minutes, after 13 years of using 
the wrong hand, to feel completely free to 
use the natural one. For that reason, John 
Paulk is more deserving of our pity than 
our scorn.

At the same time, Besen and other gay 
rights activists are to be commended for 
putting a lie to the happy ending in Paulk's 
ex-gay un-fairy tale.

Paulk and his compatriots at Exodus, 
however well-intentioned they may be— 
and most probably are well-intentioned- 
are responsible for enormous psychological 
and emotional damage in the lives of hun­
dreds, if not thousands.

The first-line victims are the "ex-gays" 
themselves, like the Exodus spokesman 
who told this newspaper several weeks ago 
that he had been celibate for 18 years. How 
truly sad.

In a cover story last month, this news­
paper reported on the tragic consequences 
of ex-gay ministries and "conversion thera­
py," its psychobabbling cousin.

Dozens more stories, many of them just as 
heart-wrenching, are told in first person on 
the Voice Web site (www.houstonvoice.com), 
which experienced more than a half-million 
hits and several hundred forum postings in 
the first few days after Joel Lawson first 
broke the story on Sept. 20.

But we should have even more sympa­
thy for the second-tier victims, heterosexu­
als who enter into relationships with these 

•ex-gays, some not even knowing their part­
ner's pink-checkered past.

Any of us who have attempted hetero­
sexual relationships have a sense of the gross 
injustice for these partners, even if they enter 
with eyes open. However much genuine 
platonic love and affection is there, the rela­
tionship is deprived of the romantic spark 
and sexual connection that spells the differ­
ence between friendship and real love.

The truly straight partner, no doubt 
sharing the prevailing societal view that 
heterosexuality is inherently natural for 
everyone, has far less information about 
what they're getting themselves into than 
does the struggling ex-gay.

But that's not the case for John Paulk, 
who is married to an ex-lesbian, Anne The 
couple has two children; let us pray they 
haven't inherited any genetic predisposi- 
tion to homosexuality.

Let s also maintain some empathy for 
the Paulks themselves, whose struggle is a 
familiar one to so many of us. As the poster 
couple for the ex-gay movement, they enjoy 
far less freedom than most of us to sort 
through their emotional struggle.

But there is hope. When Exodus was just 
three years old, in 1979, two of its 
founders—Gary Cooper and Michael 
Bussee—left their wives for each other.

for Life?

John paulk, do you SERIOUSLY r 
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Confronting racism in the Houston’s LGBT community
by TAMARA JONES and 
JENNIFER HOLLADAY

The Houston LGBT community is racist. 
Does that statement surprise you? Well, it 
shouldn't. When it comes to the issue of 
racial justice, the Houston LGBT communi­
ty is not that different from any other com­
munity in any other town in this country.

We are all still struggling with the lega­
cy of racism. The question is how honest 
are we willing to be about this reality of 
(LGBT) life in America?

Let's start by making sure we're all on 
the same page when it comes to vocabulary. 
Racism is a doctrine or teaching, without 
scientific support, that does three things.

First, it claims to find racial differences 
in things like character and intelligence. 
Second, racism asserts the superiority of 
one race over another or others. Finally, it 
seeks to maintain that dominance through a 
complex system of beliefs, behaviors, use of 
language and policies.

Racism ranges from the individual level 
in which personal biases and prejudices 
manifest in action, to the institutional level 
in which economic, social and/or political 
organizations and institutions act in ways 
that support the belief in the superiority of 
one group over others.

What can we do about racism in the 
LGBT community? The first step is to 
engage in dialogue. Honest conversations 
about race and racism in our community, 
however, are few and far between, and 
even more so when those conversations 
happen across racial groups.

The fact is that many of us are still 
scared by our own diversity. We "celebrate" 

our differences without fully understand­
ing how those differences are experienced 
by others in our community.

Although we know that part of the 
answer to racism in the LGBT community 
lies in communication among racial groups, 
attempts to do so are often only minimally 
effective.

When we—an Afro-Caribbean lesbian 
and a white lesbian who have only recently 
met—sat down to write this piece, we 
quickly realized that despite our extensive 
individual experiences doing anti-racist 
work,, we were still nervous about writing 
this essay together. Our experience, we 
believe, mirrors the experience that many 
people have when racism is the focus of 
conversation. *

There is a tremendous amount of fear 
that can accompany conversations about 
race. Some of us are afraid that we'll say the 
wrong thing and be labeled a racist; others 
of us are afraid of being subjected to the 
pain of hearing a racist remark. 
Everybody's afraid of the anger that could 
be unleashed if the conversation takes a 
wrong turn.

So we all play it safe and remain silent.
The hard truth is that a lot of whites 

don't know how to talk about racism 
responsibly. We rely too heavily on people 
of color to do the work.

Somewhere along the way, we were 
taught that racism is exclusively about the 
"of color" experience and not about white­
ness. We don't talk about race with other 
white people or to our own spirits nearly 
enough, and we let our fear about making a 
misstep or our guilt over past injustices 
render us silent.

On the flip side, many people of color 
can express deep anger rooted in our expe­
riences of racism. In multiracial settings, we 
can lose our patience quickly and our 
unchecked anger makes true dialogue 
impossible.

In addition, it is easy to step into the role 
of 'race expert,' particularly when white 
fear and guilt support our doing so. As the 
'experts' on race and racism, there is very 
little that we feel we don't already know, 
and so we put more of our efforts into talk­
ing and less into listening.

We sometimes fail to listen to other peo­
ple of color or to recognize how racism is 
experienced differently by groups that 
make up other "communities of color." 
Again, meaningful dialogue becomes 
impossible.

As debilitating as fear, guilt, anger and 
overconfidence can be, the answer is not to 
rid us of these feelings. Rather, the chal­
lenge is to harness and channel them so that 
they do not become barriers to building 
cross-racial relationships that can help to 
realize a truly multiracial queer communi­
ty

Who's prejudiced in our community? 
We all are. The simple fact is that we've all 
been raised in a racist environment, and all 
of us, regardless of skin color, have inter­
nalized racist beliefs.

We took in the stereotypes and preju­
dices with our mother's milk and Saturday 
morning cartoons. Rather than waste more 
time debating who's really racist and who's 
not, let's agree that we have all been social­
ized as racists.

The goal is to be honest about the lies 
we've been taught, and to replace them 

with the truth.
Being anti-racist is a life-long process, 

not an identity. That process begins as we 
acknowledge the role that racism plays in 
all of our daily lives and as we share expe­
riences and insights toward the creation of 
a community that transcends the white 
supremacist, heterosexist patriarchy into 
which we are all bom.

The Houston Lesbian and Gay 
Community Center's forum, "Racist 
Rainbow....Who Me?" will provide an 
opportunity for all of us to explore what is 
necessary to build a truly multiracial, mul­
tiethnic LGBT community in this city.

Without a deliberate commitment to 
building and sustaining anti-racist environ­
ments in our organizations and at every 
level of our community, the promise of har­
monious diversity represented in our rain­
bow flags will be nothing more than an 
empty dream.

Jennifer Holladay and Tamara Jones are both 
members of the planning committee for the 
Racist Rainbow Forum. Holladay also is a pro­
ducer with the Southern Poverty Law Center 
and can be reached at iholl@mindspring.com. 
Jones is the Facilitator of the Justice Ministry at 
Resurrection MCC and can be reached at jus- 
ticeministry@mail.com.

Racist Rainbow....Who 
Me?

Friday, Sept. 29, 7 p.m.
LGBT Community Center, 803 
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Birch catches ride to 

Houston with Clinton
HRC director drumming 
support for hate-crimes 
legislation, Gore
by KAY Y. DAYUS

Elizabeth Birch, executive director of the 
Human Rights Campaign, arrived late for 
her appointment in Houston Wednesday 
evening at Houston's exclusive La Colombe 
D'or restaurant in the heart of the Montrose. 
But that was okay; she was in good compa­
ny—President Bill Clinton's to be exact.

Birch flew in on Air Force One with the 
president from Dallas where both were 
attending an HRC event. Birch said that 
after it was over, the president asked her 
where she was going next.

"I said I was going to Houston. He said, 
'Do you want a ride?"' Turns out that 
Clinton was also coming to Houston to 
attend an event at the Hyatt.

Judging from the applause for Birch 
from approximately 250 of Houston's gay 
and lesbian movers and shakers, the wait 
was worthwhile. Birch was in Houston to 
drum up support for the HRC and for the 
upcoming presidential election, and to talk 
about the gains the GLBT community has 
made and what is needed to make greater 
strides in the future.
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• Transgenders protest Birch visit 
See Page 1

She said that in order to move forward, 
Houston needs to continue to invest in the 
likes of State Representative Debra Danburg 
and City Council member Annise Parker, 
both of whom were present.

"We need to invest in these people and we 
need to invest in the local community center. 
To move forward, we need strategic, cumula­
tive and concentrated action," she said.

On the upcoming Presidential election, 
Birch had good words to say about Vice 
President Al Gore.

"He's a good, good man. We must do all 
we can to get him elected."

But, she had little good to say about 
Texas governor George W. Bush.

"There are some incredible Republicans. 
Some who take risks, some who walk out 
on planks. And he's not one of them," she 
said to a roar of laughter.

Bircli speaks to transgender protest group
>- Continued from Page 1

"We're talking about people who are flat 
broke and desperate; people who have 
taken their own lives. And while we're talk­
ing about people actually dying, the HRC is 
talking politics," said DePalma.

DePalma added that she doesn't think 
that Birch is a bad person and that in some 
ways the HRC has made an effort to accom­
modate transgenders.

But, she added, they haven't done 
enough.

"They've done it at the margins. But, 
when it comes to the thing that .really 
counts, which is getting us into ENDA 
(Employment Non-Discrimination Act), 
they haven't moved an inch since 1994," 
said DePalrrfa. "We want in ENDA. That's 
what really counts. We want in before we 
lose more people."

Before going into La Colombe D'or, Birch 
first stopped outside on the Montrose side­
walk to talk to the Protestors. Several even 
had their photograph snapped with her.

In an interview with the Voice, Birch said, 
"We care a great deal that discrimination 
based on gender identity gets addressed in 
this country and we think there's a need for 
education on a mass scale."

And although Birch thinks there needs 
to be legislative solutions to aid the trans­
gendered, she also thinks the time is not 
quite right.

"We are willing to continuously look at 
this though. Someday I would love to see a 
piece of legislation called 'Gender.'"

Birch also said that solutions ultimately 
have to be articulated from the transgender 
leadership, but that it was not politically 
feasible right now, referring to the fact that 
the Congress does not really understand the 
transgender community.

Birch said she recognizes that the transgen­
dered were in the front lines during Stonewall, 
but, she added, "When it comes to the public 
consciousness, there's been relatively little vis­
ibility of the transgendered up until recent 
years. We have to begin at the beginning and 
we begin by educating people."

To that end, she said, HRC has spon­
sored a number of lobby days in Congress 
where members of the transgender commu­
nity sit down and talk to members of 
Congress or their staff and start to translate 
the reality of their everyday lives.

She said that while they (HRC) are not 
blind to the discrimination in the workplace 
against the transgendered, she stressed that 
they need to tackle things in "an iterative 
and parallel fashion."

But while the HRC moves slowly, 
DePalma says she worries about how many 
more transgendered will die before legisla­
tion protecting them is passed by the gov­
ernment.

"We have to get the HRC to care," she said.
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Clinton: GOP ‘minority rule’ 
is ducking hate-crime bill

DALLAS (AP)—President Clinton 
accused Republican congressional leaders 
Wednesday of deliberately ducking his 
long-languishing hate crimes legislation 
because they fear it would split the GOP's 
base.

"If it doesn't get to be law, it's because 
the leadership doesn't want it," Clinton 
said during a luncheon fund-raiser with 
gay Democrats. He noted that, in light of 
a spate of hate crimes in recent years, the 
bill is supported by more Americans and 
by a majority of lawmakers in both par- 
ties.

"There has been a sea-change move­
ment," Clinton said. "More and more 
people are identifying with our common 
lumanity. Increasingly, society is moving 
to higher and higher levels of decency 
and justice. It's just a question of whether 
the leadership of the Republican Party in 
the Congress stays to the right of the 
country on this issue."

Clinton was in Texas to help raise 
money for his party and to attend a 
"Texas Tribute" in his honor. The three 
events he attended Wednesday were 
meant to raise $1.5 million for Democratic 
candidates.

Clinton described the presidential can­
didates, Texas Gov. George W. Bush and 
Vice President Al Gore, as "two funda­
mentally patriotic people" whose vastly 
different views on the economy are being 
blurred by "daily coverage of this or that 
flap" over smaller matters.

Later, at a fund-raiser in Houston for 
Rep. Max Sandlin, Clinton expressed 
frustrahon with press coverage of the 
campaign, saying reporters are more fix­
ated on the personal quirks of the candi­
dates than on the issues.

"They tell you everything that's 
wrong with Gov. Bush. And they say, 'Oh, 
my goodness, we may be too tough on 
him, let's load up on Gore for a week.'... 
I think it's a bunch of bull in terms of how 
it affects you," Clinton said. "I don't think 
America is very well served by all this 
rigamarole, trying to confuse people into 
thinking that if you can just find which 
one has the worst quirks, you'll know to 
vote for the other one. That's a bunch of 
hooey."

But Clinton didn't talk shop all night. 
He crooned along with country singer 
Billy Ray Cyrus, who sang "Achy Breaky 
Heart" at the president's request.

GOP head defends letter to judge in sodomy case
>■ Continued from Page 1
by the full nine-member court.

Polland told the state House committee, 
chaired by Rep. Senfronia Thompson, D- 
Houston, that he would never have signed 
the letter as written, but admitted the intent 
of the letter was to "let him (Anderson) 
know that the Republicans in the 14 coun­
ties are not happy with his performance on 
the bench and believe that he is legislating 
as opposed to doing the work that we 
believe a judge needs to do, which is fol­
lowing the law."

Polland noted that the letter was drafted 
prior to the court's decision to review the 
ruling en banc and said once that review 
was pending, he dropped the notion of 
sending the letter to Anderson.

"I did not want to send the letter once I 
found out it was going to the full court," 
Polland said. "That was my decision. I 
thought that would be inappropriate con­
tact."

He said he had no knowledge of how the 
draft was leaked to the press.

When asked if he thinks legislation is 
needed to prevent political party leaders or 
lawyers from communicating with judges 
regarding pending cases, Polland said, "I do 
not think that the laws in Texas should 
change in any way. And I think to do so 
would run the risk of stepping on the U.S. 
and Texas Constitutions."

Polland presented the committee with 
copies of the Declaration of Independence 

and the U.S. Constitution, saying "it's a 
handy book to have, actually, and I thought 
you'd like to have it when we're spending 
so much time talking about the First 
Amendment."

Simpson told the committee that the act 
of drafting the letter, at Polland's request, 
was protected by the Constituhon.

"You don't lose that First Amendment 
right just because you get involved in poli­
tics," he said.

The Houston attorney who fought to get 
the homosexual conduct law overturned, 
Mitchell Katine, said he found the GOP's 
argument that their actions were protected 
by the Conshtution ironic.

"A lot of people menhoned today about 
their fear that if judicial regulation are put 
in place, those regulations could run afoul 
of the Constitution," Kahne said. "That is 
the same argument we're making."

Katine noted that the three-judge panel 
based their decision to overturn the homo­
sexual conduct law on the state's Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Texas 
Constitution because it discriminates based 
on sex. Texas has had a sodomy law since 
1860, but the state decriminalized sodomy 
by opposite-sex partners in 1974.

The House committee will likely deter­
mine by late October whether to recom­
mend changes in state laws regarding com­
munication between political parties or 
lawyers and judges. No other hearings are 
scheduled.

OCTOBER IS 
BREAST CANCER 

AWARENESS MONTH 
Mondays in October Are For Lesbians.
Montrose Clinic and Lesbian Health Initiative are 

providing free Well-Women Exams including:

• Pap Smears
• Manual Breast Exams

• Laboratory Tests
• Coupons for Mammograms
• STD Screening & Treatment

• Hepatitis C Testing
• HIV Testing

Every Monday in October from 6:00-8:00pm
For more information or to make an appointment, call 713.830,3000

Made possible by a grant from Bunnies on the Bayou

Montrose Clinic • 215 Westheimer

and thinkii your

Suite 1036

Linked Viatical Benefits i:

1-800-275personal attention you deserve and you the

money in the shortest tii LINKED VIATICAL BENEFITS

After all, we believe in providing

life insurance, shouldn't you be given a face-to-face

When you're goy, livii 3701 Kirby Drive

Houston, TX 77098consultation in a no-pressure, no-obligation environment? j

and operated viatical broker with a local office in Houston.

the only gay owned

1307-ttya(e • 713-880-2872

Celebrating 25 years 
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At Chase w take pride 
in furthering diversity...

S
ome companies merely say that they care about certain 

communities but do very little to back it up. But when 

you choose Chase, you choose a company that has a 

history of supporting causes that are important to our customers 

and employees. What’s more, we are equally committed to 

programs that recognize differences, like a nondiscrimination 

policy that protects everyone. At Chase, respect for the individual 

is a principle that influences many of our business decisions. 

We look forward to earning your business.

THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING?

ACHASE

Visit or call any of our 52 convenient branches in the Greater Houston area

Chase • Downtown 
712 Main St. 
713/216-4865

Chase • Kirby 
3201 Kirby Dr. 
713/525-2287

www.chase.com

Chase ♦ Reagan (Heights) 
545 W. 19th St. 
713/868-6791

CLOTHING
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Hidalgo
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MidCity Video • 713.522.3530
2043 Southwest Freeway @ south Shepherd

www.midcity.formovies.com

Grab ‘am while they’re hot
His Video's hottest hits $19.95 • Buy 1, Get 1 free!

2000 Adam gay film guide................$10.95

sign up for a free membership and get 12 free rentals!
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Complex to house vets with HIV
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Felix Fraga, vice chairman of the Housing Corporation of Greater Houston; U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson 
Lee; Tom Forrester Lord, president of the housing corporation; Houston Mayor Lee P. Brown and 
Houston City Councilman John Castillo cut the ribbon last month to signal the official opening of the 
San Jacinto Apartments. The complex is Houston's first apartment community for homeless

- veterans living with HIV and related illnesses.

>■ Continued from Page 5
ive services to help people live with their ill­
ness. Kathy Barton, a counselor from the 
Veterans Administration Medical Center, 
comes to the project regularly.

"We have support groups that deal with 
substance abuse, 12-step meetings, and also 
give them help with issues like nutritional 
needs, getting food, and treating depres­
sion, for example."

The manager of the project is Everett 
Hull, a formerly homeless veteran, who has 
six years experience working with homeless 
people. "Everett can help with anything," 
Hatcher said proudly.

The apartments were built in 1923, prob­
ably for employees of the Hearst 
Corporation, Hatcher said. The building 
had fallen into major disrepair, but was 
structurally sound. The renovation retained 
the original floor plans, a classic example of 
the early 20th century flat, but updated the 
kitchens and baths and added central air 
conditioning.

"When we scraped up the old linoleum 
we found oak floors in the halls and pine in 
the units," Hatcher said.

The building was painted and its origi­
nal masonry arches, stone obelisks and dec­
orative transom window over the entry 
were restored. The fire escape was replaced 
with an interior stairwell and flowers were 

If is a drug-free environment 
and we provide on-site sup­

portive services to help people 
live with their illness.

—Earl Hatcher, 
Housing Corporation of

Greater Houston
planted in the courtyard, he said.

In the public areas, the walls were given 
faux finishes, and glass sconces and pendu­
lum light fixtures were installed. The project 
was funded by a $1.5 million grant from the 
city of Houston's Department of Housing 
and Community Development. Some of the 
work on the restoration was done by the 
Harris County Department of Community 
and Juvenile Justice Education's HUD 
Youth Build program.

Rents are subsidized by HUD.
"Our goal is to provide an environment 

where our residents can remain clean and 
sober, and where they can thrive. When 
they live with others who support and 
understand them and where they make 
friends they can rely on for help, I think that 
will happen," Hatcher said.

The Housing Corporation of Greater 
Houston also just completed the restoration 
of the De George Hotel, near the old Union 
Station. It was built in 1913 built for railroad 
employees but had become "a true flop­
house" Hatcher said.

It will also house homeless veterans. The 

architect for the project was Jim Gwin 
Architects. The contractor was Nation's 
Construction, and Janita Lo was the interior 
designer. The garden was designed by 
Hampton Gardens.

For further information, call 713-526- 
9470.

• Dare to Be Different •
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ba&cbrothers.com

1232 Westheimer • Houston, Texas 77006
713.522.1626 • Mon-Sat 10-9, Sun 12-6

An event designed to bring the leadership of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
supportive organizations, and groups throughout Texas, and surrounding states together 
to discuss and discover new possibilities of cooperation, cohesion, and collaboration.

Stion 
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F The Community

Event 
Millennium

"An Empower 2000 Event 
Community Exposition on

October 8,2000
George R. Brown ■-
Convention Center BJ 
Exhibit Hall C AF 

Houston, TX
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X Oct. 7th 2000

The GLBT Chamber of Commerce
The Lesbian and Gay Community Center of Houston 

Underwritten by: Elliott H. Matthews Foundation
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Baylor enrolling HIV patients in eye study
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Individuals enrolled in a Baylor College of Medicine 
study on the affect HIV has on vision will receive a 
thorough eye exam including dilation of the retina, 
something not usually done during routine eye 

exams.

Continued from Page 5
Two drugs, Foscamet and Ganciclovir 

(now standard CMV therapy), were 
among the first to be tested in trials con­
ducted by LSOCA. Valuable information 
regarding the effectiveness and toxicity of 
these drugs was gathered as the result of 
this research.

As different drugs to combat CMV 
became available each was added to trial 
protocols and the benefits of newer thera­
pies were determined. In some cases, FDA 
recommendations for drug approval 
resulted directly from LSOCA research.

As the result of treatment advances in 
HIV, in recent years the purpose of this 
trial has shifted. With the advent of pro­
tease inhibitors, incidents of CMV retinitis 
have decreased to a more manageable 
level. This has allowed ophthalmologists 
to concentrate on an entirely different but 
equally important question—who is at risk 
for developing HIV-related ocular disease 
and how can that be predicted?

"T-cell counts have been the best pre­
dictor of this," Lewis said. "We know that 
patients with t-cell counts under 100 
should be concerned about CMV and 
those with counts under 50 are substantial­
ly at risk for CMV infection."

Participation by individuals with AIDS 
has enabled the LSOCA study to become 
one of the most successful of its kind.

There are currently more than 1,800 
patients enrolled nationwide, 100 of them 
in Houston.

Eligibility criteria are simple: partici­
pants must be at least 13 years old and 
have an AIDS diagnosis. There are no 
restrictions on drug therapy and patients 
in the LSOCA study can participate in any 
other HIV-oriented trial.

"It is important to note that this study 
is observational in nature," Lewis said. 
"Our goal is to determine who is at risk for 
developing ocular complications as the 
result of HIV."

Participants will receive a thorough eye 
examination including dilation of the reti­
na, something not usually done during 
routine eye exams, and an extensive inter­
view regarding their medical history.

Patients who are diagnosed with ocular 
complications will be seen every 90 days 
and those with no active eye disease will 
have clinic visits every six months.

"There are several benefits to participa­
tion," said Lewis. "Individuals who enroll 
will be working with a very skilled group of 
investigators. Our doctors have extensive 
experience with HIV and ocular health.

The eye provides a unique gateway 
into the body as it is the only place where 
blood vessels and nerve tissue are plainly 
visible. Many illnesses can be diagnosed 
during a retinal exam.

In addition to CMV, other medical con­
ditions such toxoplasmosis, tuberculosis, 
PCP, diabetes and elevated tryglicerides 
are visible during a routine screening.

"If further medical intervention is nec­
essary, we can refer patients to infectious 
disease professionals here at Baylor. We 
can also provide information to the 
patient's own physician, who will then 
develop a treatment plan," Lewis said.

One of the strong points of this study is 
the accessibility that participants have to 
the highest possible quality of observation­
al eye care—something crucial to Lewis and 
his research coordinator, Steve Spencer.

"We encourage patients enrolled the 
study to notify us as soon as they notice 
any change in their vision," Spencer said. 
"We can get them into the clinic and exam­
ined by an ophthalmologist familiar with 
their specific needs quickly."

This is important because, according to 
Lewis, "CMV in the eye literally kills the 
retina—it spreads quickly and the infected 
tissue does not regenerate."

Baylor College of 
Medicine

Department of Ophthalmology
Steve Spencer, 713-798-5969
e-mail: sspencer ©bcm.tmc.edu

Resurrection MCC
CI^CTt

to our Hew Facility Dedication Worship 
Service on Sunday, October 1, 2000

Reverend 
Elder Troy Perry 

will speak at 
both the 

Sunday 9 & 
11 am services

The Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches was founded by Reverend 
Troy Perry on October 6, 1968 in the living room of his home in Los Angeles. The denom­
ination now ministers to more than 45,000 persons in over 300 congregations In 16 coun­
tries. Reverend Perry is an internationally known spiritual leader and one of the worlds 
leading activists for the civil rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered people. He 
is the author of The Lord Is My Shepherd and Knows Tm Gay (an autobiography), and 
Don't Be Afraid Anymore. His is the subject of another book. Our God Too.

2025 W. 11th St.
713-861-9149 www.resurrectionmcc.org

Call

DJ Stephenson
Prudential Gary Greene Realtors 

West 43rd Street @ Oak Forest Drive 

713.686.5454 office
713.305.6224 mobile

Let me show you homes to buy 
In close-in
Oak Forest

Cute postwar cottages 
Priced from the 80’s to the 130 s
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Automotive
Services

Call 713-529-8490

TMC PlACi
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

^Cooper;
k. TIRES

1307 Fairview
(3 blocks west of Montrose)

713-529-1414

Alignments
Brakes

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

American & Foreign

£23 Electrical Repair
Complete Brakes 
Tune-Up

-rl Major or Minor Repair

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

Auto Repair & Service
713-526-3723

1411 Tan Houston,TX. 77019

Professional Services
Call 713-529-8490 

for Directory Ad Sales

David Wilton 
Attorney at Law

“In Your Defense. ”
713-529-6984 

www.davidwilton.com

BUY • SELL • CONSIGN 
Highest Prices Paid for 

anything of value!!

We buy anything of value! 
Antiques, Estates, Furniture, Collectibles, 
Jewelry, Automobiles, and Glassware.

713-994-5986 pgr.
281-391-7515

ET^pN Tiger Automotive EJ^pN

CAR CARE SERVICE CENTER 
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

Oil Change & Tire Rotation: vl Q"J +tax& era

*most cars *r  1

Houston Voice Readers Only

Free Shuttle
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm • Saturday 8am-3pm

3717 Main @ Alabama • 713.807.9509

Auto Service
• >.> • •• •

I guarantee your [,t '
K

Mention this ad for 10% off any service

Suspension System
Complete allignment service 

Strut & shocks service

Brake System Services 
Inspection & diagnosis 

Disc & drum service 
ABS diagnosis/repair 
Brake fluid service 
Master cylinders 
Air bag service

»i ■ ■ hlAlhHIAWM HWi i i. HUAi.H IiU.WiIi MilAWiH.I ii 111H 1,11I I 1,1,1

CV boot & front axles 
Transmission & clutch service 

Rack & pinion service

■ ■ 

Leak diagnosis 
Water pumps & radiators 

Belts & hoses service 
Cooling system flush 

A/C system service 
Heater & thermostat

Engine/Exhaust
Oil leak diagnosis 

Timing belt replacement 
Head gasket service 

Engine service 
Exhaust service 

Catalytic converter replacement

W-.W.WMW. W,1.|. ........ 1.......... ....

Engine Performance
Drivability diagnosis

- Fuel injection service. 
Maintenance tune-up

- Computer & emission
Starting & charging 

Electrical wiring-
.x' ' ■■■ s.

2620 South Voss Rd. @ Westheimer • 713.789.8887 
Monday-Friday: 7am-6pm • Saturday: 7am-5pm

P235(75 R15
P255/70 R16

Have your tires been recalled?
Now in stock

Car Care Services
Oil & filter change 

30, 60, &90k maintenance 
Transmission service 

Tire rotation & balance 
Battery Service 

Wiper & washer service

v .... v.-..• v.y X y 'j y

satisfaction.”
-Kevin Sellars,
general manager

We treat your car as family!
S' '' s ' '+' I
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Voss Road
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bienvenuetheatre.com

Reservations
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UA musical full of witty, silly songs 
and charming performers. A whole 
lot of (fairly) innocent fun.”

IENVENUE THEATRE 
3722 Washington Avenue 

between Heights Blvd & Yale,
South of 1-10, North of Memorial, West of Montrose, East of Shepherd

“Gloriously funny... outrageous, 
stupendous, and riveting! Joyfully, 
hilariously, and beautifully 
packaged as a celebration.”

-Texas Trfan^ffe

“A Thoroughly enjoyable evening... 
genuine theatre... mostly funny, 
some hilarious, some poignant, 
and all true reflections...”

-TTMs Hfeefc In Texas
“Graceful and witty production”

-Houston VWce

Performances 8:00pm Fridays & Saturdays, 
6:00pm Sundays, Sept. 24, and Oct. 22 
Tickets $35, $30, $25

MEET • THE • CAST • MIXER 
After the shows, Fri & Sat, Oct 6&7

Directed by Christian DeVries 
Originally conceived and directed by Robert Schrock
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‘Stronger’ than evei
Recording artist Kristine W is back with a chart-topping single and a new CD

during gay pride festivities. "I Continued on Page 18

by D.L GROOVER

>• Continued on Page 19

Singing out with pnde

Kristine W is relaxing on a sofa in her 
Houston hotel room. She looks radiant— 
as usual—but decidedly different from 
the last time we spoke four years ago 
when she was still plugging "Land of the

Suddenly choruses were appearing out of 
nowhere."

And disappearing. It takes more than a 
group of guys who love to sing to keep a 
chorus alive, to keep it on track, to make it 
thrive. It takes hard work, long hours, con­
stant rehearsal, and money. The '80s was 
the coup de grace for many of these organi- 

zations. Just when the groups were coalesc­
ing, the scourge of AIDS decimated their 
ranks.

In the chorus since February 1993, Rex 
Gillit, former director and board president, 
remembers the discordances.

Francisco's, its descendants still bicker over 
the top five spots and who can lay claim to 
being one of the oldest.

Tony West, marketing chairman of 
HGMC, former president of the board, and 
a chorus member, explained with great 
pride Houston's place in history. "Twenty- 
two continuous, consecutive years, that's 
pretty impressive. Once San Francisco 
toured the U.S. back in 1979, it was like a lit­
tle gay Johnny Appleseed. Everywhere they 
went a little chorus sprung up. They were 
all in the same year, one after the other. 

looooove Hotlanta," she gushes enthusiasti­
cally. "It's a beautiful city and I've been to 
most of the gay clubs there."

Her connections to the capital of the 
south run deeper, actually. Especially when 
you press the issue about connections to the 
gay community and queer friends. Seems 
this disco diva is close pals with another 
diva with roots that run deep in the ATL.

"RuPaul and I hang out a lot," she says 
with a smile. "As far as this CD goes, there 
hasn't been a song he hasn't been involved 
in some way or another. He's pretty critical 
about music, he's got a great ear and he's 
very direct about what he thinks and says. I 
value his opinion very much."

In addition to RuPaul, W maintains a 
close relationship with Fenton Bailey and 
Randy Barbate, the queer production duo 
behind World of Wonder and the manage­
ment team for W and RuPaul.

For the uninitiated, Barbate and Bailey 
are responsible for such recent noteworthy 
documentaries as "The Eyes of Tammy 
Faye" and "Party Monster."

"Those guys have so-got that multi­
media thing going," she says with a chuck­
le.

While we're on the subject of production 
let's not forget about that new album W is 
hawking these days. After nine weeks on 
the Billboard dance charts, at press time the 
single "Stronger" had spent five weeks in 
the number one position.

In just the past week the title cut has 
slipped to the number five position. Despite 
the drop, it proves the point that W can still 

If there's ever been a finer testament to 
endurance and commitment in Houston's 
gay community, it most certainly will be 
found in its splendid Gay Men's Chorus.

With remarkable longevity and 
resilience, our own chorus has just started 
rehearsals for its 22nd season, an unbreak­
able run of continuous music making since 
its founding in 1979 as the Montrose 
Singers. Although there's no doubt as to ori­
gin of that mother-of-all gay choruses, San

She's in town to promote her new 
album "Stronger." After a wine and dine 
with local radio execs at KRBE she'll take 
to the stage for a crowded room of 
Houston club-goers at Rich's.

There's no doubt in my mind they'll 
notice the difference in Kristine as well. 
She's wearing about five pounds less her 
standard make-up, her hair is curly and 
blonde and she looks about 10 years 
younger. Not to say that Ms. W ever 
looked anything remotely less than 
youthful.

It s just sans the heavy eyeliner and 
dark hair she looks somewhat juvenile.

"Yeah, there's no more dark hair," she 
says as if bidding farewell to an old 
friend. "It was at the suggestion of one of 
my dancers at a gay pride event. I was 
wearing a black outfit and it became 
obvious if I was even going to show up at 
all I would need to lighten my hair.

As for the make-up, well, I always 
had so much on my face. It was a psy­
chotic thing I guess. I felt naked without 
it. I would be at a photo shoot or some­
thing yelling, T need more make-up.' I 
felt it was time to make a change."

Kristine W's life is a story based on 
change. Her father's sudden death when 
Kristine was only 3 pushed the family

Houston's Gay Men's Chorus tuning 
up for new season

into economic impoverishment. Despite the 
hard times, the fact that she sprung from a 
showbiz family was not lost on the impres­
sionable child.

As a child she would warble to the likes 
of Donna Summer and Diana Ross in school 
talent shows. Later still she would join her 
mom in a mother daughter act, playing 
piano and singing at weddings and on 
cruise lines.

To most of us it sounds like a good time. 
There's no doubt Kristine enjoyed being 
center stage, but this was her way of help­
ing mom put food on the table.

Clearly, the work could be hard. After 
capturing a Miss Washington State title, 
Kristine would head for Vegas. It was here 
that she would eventually capture the noto­
riety which would push her over the top.

Now after a decade of performing seven 
nights a week, W has decided to slow things 
down a bit.

"I'm not doing the Vegas thing any­
more," she explains. "That would kill me If 
I kept up that pace, plus I'm not really even 
in town that much anymore. I'm jumping 
back and forth from coast to coast, doing the 
club thing."

The "club thing" Kristine refers to is 
actually the place she first came in contact 
with the gay community.

"I've found so much support personally 
and professionally from gay people," she 
says happily. "It's a community I feel I've 
really come to know, which makes me ded­
icated to the work I've done with appear­
ances at AIDS benefits."

W made a recent nightclub appearance 
in Atlanta

by STON SEIBER
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Kristine W. takes time to talk 
during Houston promotion
>- Continued from Page 17

lay claim to the title Disco Diva. But there's 
more to W than just the thud-thud-thud of 
the dance floor beat. W writes her own 
material, as well.

She points to a few specific titles as sig­
nificant for her. "'Clubland' is a good story," 
she offers.

"It's about being part of the club scene 
and how it's okay to be whoever you are 
and how everybody's accepted. I thought 
the jazz overtones were a beautiful part of 
that.

"There was a lot of drama surrounding 
'Waters Run Deep,'" she recalls. "Getting it 
exactly right and making it the way it 
should be. This album, in fact, was a cross­
pollination of different artists. With so 
many different talents involved, I think we 
were able to make the music as interesting 
as it could be.

"We spent a lot of time on this project," 
W says matter-of-factly, and not oblivious to 
the fact that it has been three years since her 
last recording effort.

"We recorded in Frankfurt, Stockholm, 
Toronto, Los Angeles and New York.

"'Stronger' has been described by critics 
as powerful, soulful and savvy. In truth, the 
CD is an energetic collection of dance floor 
grooves that run the gamut from smooth to 

funky, encompassing dance floor, rhythm 
and neo-soul.

"The songs on 'Stronger' are about love, 
enjoying life and not taking anything for 
granted," W continues. "Over the years, 
I've learned you have to fight for everything 
in life, to be in love, to make the music you 
want, to keep relationships going strong. 
I've also learned that things aren't always 
what they appear."

Kristine W 'Stronger*
RCA Records 

www.Kristinew.com

o 
z

24th Annual Heights Festival
Oct. 1, Noon to 6 p.m.

Heights Boulevard between
14th and 20th Streets •

Starting at 1 p.m., a Grand Parade will 
chug down stately Heights Boulevard 
with marching bands, art cars, vintage 
autos and "local celebrities." Three stages 
along the route will offer constant enter­
tainment, which will leave you wheezing 
and breathless after a Jazzercise class, 
Tae-Bo, or a Ju-Jitsu demonstration.

Marmion Park Gazebo at 18th Street 
and Heights Boulevard has an all-day 
program featuring 10 singer/songwriters 
with their own distinctive style, who 
have a half-hour apiece to make an 
impression.

To celebrate the new bike path on the 
Boulevard, this year's parade theme is 
"Pedal Pushing." Visitors are encouraged 
to come to the festival on less than four 
wheels. However, if the Burghers of the 
Heights would reinstate the electric trol­
ley, what a happy day that would be.

And leave your pets at home. In accor­
dance with the regulations of the Parks 
and Recreation department, they are not 
allowed. Admission is free.

When Oscar Martin Carter had an 
idea in 1891, he came up with a mighty 
fine one. He bought 1,700 acres of forest­
ed land four miles from the center of 
town on a rise far enough above the 
bayou to escape the constant yellow fever 
and flooding along the water.

He called his dream The Heights. 
Arguably, Carter turned his "first class 
residence and manufacturers' locality" 
into reality in so short a time and at such 
a profit that it's surprising that his idea of 
the world's first planned subdivision did­
n't really catch on again for another 100 
years—Levittown on Long Island.

Much has been lost, but there's an 
amazing amount of original material 
extant—more than 100 structures are cur­
rently listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places. O.M. Carter's dream is to 
be celebrated this Sunday, Oct. 1, with the 
24th annual Heights Festival from noon 
to 6 p.m.

Co-sponsored by the Houston Heights 
Association and the city of Houston 
Parks and Recreation Department, this

• civic street fair will comprise everything
• a festival requires to be successful: varied
• and loud music, food, T-shirts, food, arts 

and crafts, food, antiques and collectibles,
a food, children's games and food.

Annual festival hits Heights
by D.L. GROOVER

CONCERT SERIES

ON SALE 
THIS SATURDAY 

@10AM!

713-625-AWEX
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get tickets at .sfk.com Tickets also ava^aUe at 7-l3-€29-3/00. from outlets, or
tforn toe Aerial Theater box office. All dates, actfsi. and ticket price* are 
subject to change withoot notice. A service charge <s added to each ticket 
once. Brought to you by SFX.

Now through October 7 
The Houston Premier of

AKEBI
by David Marshall Grant

Co-Produced with Unhinged Productions
Directed by Jerry Miller

Starring:
Chris Jimmerson • Jim Lawrence
Dwight Clark • Laura Chapman

'98-'99 Drama Desk Award nominee for 
Outstanding New Play

• •  ■

Performances at 8:00pm, Fridays & Saturdays 
Tickets $15

Make your reservations now for this comic and poignant 
exploration into the limits of modern friendship.

Jeff Stryker in "Hard Time" coming soon!

ASHLAND STREET THEATRE CO.
2610 Ashland • 713.426.3019
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Bayou Calendar
Beau Travail
Or “Billy Budd Joins the Foreign Legion.” In 
Claire Denis' French film from 1999, the homo­
eroticism inherent in Melville's novella, from 
which this movie is loosely adapted, is 
splashed across the Mali desert in scorching 
Technicolor. Perspiration never looked so sexy. 
Although Miss Dietrich and her legionnaire from 
“Morocco" are missed, there’s plenty of body 
art in all those ruddy soldiers exercising under 
the hot sun and piercing glare of sadistic Sgt. 
Galoup (Denis Lavant). Part fashion layout, part 
tragedy, part cool.

Sept. 30, 7:30 p.m. & 9:30 p.m.
Oct. 1, 7 p.m. & 9 p.m.
Rice Media Center Entrance #8, 
University Blvd. & Stockton Drive

An Evening Of Texas Contemporary Dance
It’s not all dance for this sixth annual weekend 
of modern dance at Miller Outdoor Theater. In 
addition to a mixed bill that includes two pre­
mieres by Houston Ballet principal Dominic 
Walsh and the Sandra Organ Dance Company, 
as well as works by Suchu Dance, Weave 
Dance Company, Fly Dance Company and 
Sharir + Bustamante Danceworks; producer 
Christina Giannelli has programmed the world 
premiere of Eve Beglarian’s “The Continuous 
Life.” Commissioned by DiverseWorks for 

OrchestraX, Beglarian’s symphonic work has 
been inspired by the sights and sounds of 
Houston. If there’re no sounds of whining mos­
quitoes the size of Mothra or overturning 18- 
wheelers on 1-45, can this be Houston? There's 
a guitar strum-along section for those who have 
thoughtfully packed their Gibson in their picnic 
hamper.
Sept. 30 & Oct. 1, 8 p.m.
Miller Outdoor Theater
713-284-8350

An Evening Of Art Songs & Arias
As a pioneer in the GLBT community and as a 
tireless advocate and philanthropist, Phil Lacy 
was peerless. His selfless contributions to all 
manner of organizations will be honored in 
memoriam in this sixth annual fund-raiser for 
Bering Omega Community Services, Houston’s 
preeminent HIV/AIDS caregiver. Seven singers 
will spin operatic melodies, show tunes and 
spirituals into vocal gold, all for a noble cause 
and worthy tribute.
Oct. 6 Reception @ 7 p.m.; concert @ 8 p.m.
Rice Crystal Ballroom 
909 Texas Avenue 
713-524-9304

Rehearsals begin for Houston's Gay Men's Chorus

>- Continued from Page 17
"I was a member back in the early '80s, 

from '82 to '85 or so. The Chorus went 
through some pretty difficult times after we 
lost our director back in the 1980s, and it 
just about nearly ceased to exist. We went 
through a period when there were five or 
six guys singing chamber music.

"There wasn't any kind of focused lead­
ership and, of course, during the middle 
'80s was when we were hit the hardest by 
AIDS. The whole community was pretty 
demoralized, and it was certainly that way 
for the chorus, too."

In Gillit's opinion, the man most respon­
sible for keeping the Chorus afloat during 
that time was Jeff Cothran, whom he called 
a visionary leader and inspiration. The 
GMCH has named their highest award in 
honor of Cothran and his tireless work on 
its behalf.

"He was a member in the middle 1980s 
and basically kept the chorus together dur­
ing the time that it was fundamentally 
falling apart," Gillit added. "In the view of 
a lot of people, [he was] pretty much single­
handedly responsible for us not going out 
of existence all together back then. He was 
the key person responsible for getting the 
organization together, incorporated, and 
improved by the IRS as a tax-exempt, 
501 (c)3 organization. That was kind of the 
rebirth of the chorus when that happened."

When Gillit participated in a memorial 

concert for Cothran, he renewed his 
acquaintance with the chorus and immedi­
ately joined them again.

"The chorus was clearly in a completely 
different condition than it had been when I 
left," he explained. "I dove in with gusto 
and ended up getting elected president of 
the Chorus's board four months later. I 
served as president for only one year, thank 
goodness; but I've been on the board of 
directors continually since then.

"To tell you the truth, the reason that 
I've been so passionate about it for the past 
eight years has been that I've seen gay cho­
ruses in general, and this one specifically, 
have a really positive affirming role in their 
communities.

"For some reason, the combination of 
music with being out and gay breaks 
through barriers that a lot of other commu­
nications doesn't really manage to get 
through. We find that people are more 
receptive to seeing that gay people are pret­
ty much just like everybody else when they 
first meet us in a context like a concert.

"We've had members come out to their 
parents by inviting them to concerts that 
they sing in."

Gay Men's Chorus of Houston
Rehearsals every Thursday 
@ 7 p.m. Grace Lutheran 

Church, Waugh & Missouri 
713-521-7464

Get Stronger @ Kristine 1/1/

featuring

“Stronger,” “StandIn Love”and “Clubland”

IN STORES SEPTEMBER 26th

WHEREHOUSEmMsic 
shop ooHoo at Qr CheckOut.com 

www. kristinew. com
The RCA Records Label is a unit of BMG Entertainment / Tmk(s) ® Registered I Marca(s) Registradats) ® ® General Electric Co., USA 
BMG logo is a trademark of BMG Music / © 2000 BMG Entertainment
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Cloning techniques could soon allow gay men to produce 'male egg'
LONDON—A scientist who has pioneered cloning techniques has said that it is theoreti­

cally possible to create a "male egg" that would enable two men to use their own DNA to con­
ceive a child, the Age reported. Dr. Calum MacKellar, a lecturer in bioethics and biochemistry 
at Edinburgh University, said scientific advances could soon make it possible to remove the 
DNA from an ovum and replace it with a man's DNA, which could then be fertilized with 
another man's sperm. That egg could then be implanted in the womb of a surrogate mother, 
who would carry the child to full term. MacKellar, who runs a non-profit organization called 
European Bioethical Research, said similar techniques were used to create Dolly, the world's 
first cloned sheep. One scientific issue still needs to be overcome, MacKellar said. The embryo 
would lack certain maternal genes that enable it to develop normally. "Some advances have 
been made in this respect so we might not be as far away as we thought," he said.

AIDS dissenters in San Francisco face new campaign against them
SAN FRANCISCO—Some of the city's AIDS activists have organized a campaign against 

ACT UP/San Francisco, the renegade ACT UP chapter that argues that HIV does not cause 
AIDS, the San Francisco Examiner reported. The campaign by AIDS Activists Against Violence 
& Lies started with a full-page ad signed by 194 individuals and five organizations that 
appeared in two gay newspapers here. The ad asked the community not to patronize ACT 

UP/S.F.'s medical marijuana club and urged city action to 
keep the group from harassing HIV educators. "I sense a 
commitment, finally, within our community to confront 
their violence and their violent message," said Michael 
Lauro, whose ACT UP/Golden Gate changed its name to 
Survive AIDS to limit confusion with ACT UP/S.F. That 
group plans to respond with a full-page ad of its own, said 
member Michael Bellefountaine. "These are the people 
who told us that protease inhibitors were the cure, and it's 
no wonder they are rallying around to suppress our mes­
sage," Bellefountaine said.

Posters like these from ACT UP/San Francisco, which argues 
that HIV does not cause AIDS, have raised the ire of a group 
of activists reorganizing to oppose the AIDS dissenters.

Antibiotics find tough foe in resistant strains of gonorrhea, CDC says
ATLANTA—Strains of gonorrhea that are resistant to treatment with common antibi­

otics are becoming more common in the U.S., Reuters reported. More than 360,000 cases of 
the nation's No. 2 sexually transmitted disease were reported in 1999, according to a report 
from the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention. A CDC-sponsored surveillance system 
has detected the first known cases of gonorrhea resistant to azithromycin, a commonly 
used antibiotic, in the Kansas City area last year. In addition, cases of fluoroquinolone­
resistant gonorrhea, commonplace in Asia and the Pacific Islands, have risen sharply in 
Hawaii since 1997, the CDC said. "We lost in the 1980s the ability to treat gonorrhea with 
penicillin and tetracycline, said CDC epidemiologist Chris Iverson. We now are seeing 
development of resistance to two newer antibiotics, limiting our options.

Feds attempt crackdown on unapproved AIDS test kits sold over Net
WASHINGTON (AP)—AIDS testing kits that have not been approved for use in the U.S. 

and could produce inaccurate results are being exported to other countries through sales 
over the Internet Federal Trade Commission officials said last week. A 1996 law permits 
medical devices not approved for U.S. sale to be exported to countries that have agencies 
similar to the U.S. Food & Drug Administration. Once overseas, the products can then be 
reshipped to developing nations. FTC Commissioner Orson Swindle said in a statement 
that allowing the export of defective kits could harm people, and advocated a hard look 
at whether current export laws and practices adequately address the export of devices that, 
if faulty, may contribute to the spread of AIDS." Swindle made the statement during a press 
conference that announced, a settlement with Sovo Tec Diagnostics of Novato Calif, winch 
brokers overseas sales of the tests. The company had promoted unapprove tes s as 
"the most accurate technology available,' the FTC said.

Prostate cancer tests at 40 could save lives, computer models show
ATLANTA A new study indicates that expanded use of a blood test to screen men over 

age 50 for prostate cancer might also save the lives of younger men, CNN.com reported. A 
study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association used computer modeling 
to predict the effectiveness of using the prostate^pecific antigen blood test to screen men for 
cancer every two years beginning at age 40. Our model would suggest that, compared to 
testing at age 50, that for every 10,000 men screened, we would prevent one prostate cancer 
death," said Dr, H. Ballentine Carter nf Johns Hopkins University. Currently the American

 Cancer Society recommends that the test be 

!OSII For more news visit offered to a11 men yearlyafter a8e 50'sooner for 
www.houstonvoice.com those at high risk for the disease.

________________  —From staff and wire reports

Progressive Resistance 
Exercise Therapy

Progress Is Monitored 
With State Of The Art 
Medical Equipment

KINETIC SPORTS CLINIC
AN HIV Life Enhancement Center

Nutritional Counseling 
With Easy To Follow 

Programs

Now Accepting Medicare & Most Insurance

CALL 713-349-9750

Ed Kinser, 
Clinic Director

Rehabilitation Exercise Specialists 
Working With You On Every Visit

Myofascial Release 
For Stress / Pain

Management

Monday to Friday 5 am -10 pm

Let us show you 
how our program 
will work for you!

. ■■
■

Our Reputation
is built on QUR MEMBERS1

Voted #1 
in Customer Satisfaction!

4040 MILAM 77006 
(713) 524-9932

MEMBER ANTHONY RAMOS 
BODY BUILDING CHA MPION
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10593 TELEPHONE ROAD @ F 
OPEN 11AM-2AM DAILY •

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 
Happy Hour-Hors d'eouvers 5|8pm 

DJ Joe Zapien 9pm-2am

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7
। ................... —f ...................................................... ... «“"■“

Grand Opening Party 6p
Music • Dancing • Foj 

Balloons & Friend

SUNDAY, &Ki
Detour 54-Dance Party 

featuring DJ Kelly • Trash Disco
$1.00 Well Dri 
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Eating Out RESTAURANT REVIEW

Empty promises
Habanero Blue doesn't 
deliver menu's high praise
By TRAYCE DISKIN

Before I even stepped foot in 
HABANERO BLUE, the name intrigued 
me. Not only because blue habanero pep­
pers don't exist, but it had the ring of a 
funky, yet undiscovered new place.

Another curious aspect of the menu is 
the running superlative commentary after 
many dishes. For example, dur Crab 
Empanadas are apparently "the best of 
anywhere in Houston!" And as far as the 
Grilled Salmon goes, you "must try this 
dish—it's wonderful!"__________________

The Crab Empanadas with 
Papaya and Cilantro Pesto 

($8) were impressive, although 
a pesto lover like myself 

yearned for more of a garlic 
kick. The fluffy, steamed meat 

fit snugly into the heavily fried, 
but quite greaseless shells, and 
the papaya lent a nice tropical 

flavor to each bite.

Was Habanero Blue's menu simply set­
ting us up for disappointment? For starters, 
the murky Poblano salsa accompanying 
our chips was mild, but a bit too sweet, 
although it made a welcome departure 
from a typical red salsa. Our server raved 
about the signature Blueberry Margaritas, 
and while I appreciated the sharp potency, 
I didn't know what to make of the blueber- 
riness factor. Blue they were—well, purple, 
really—but the taste was all sour lime, salt, 
and tequila and hardly any smoothly 
blended fruit.

The Crab Empanadas with Papaya and 
Cilantro Pesto ($8) were impressive, 
although a pesto lover like myself yearned 
for more of a garlic kick. The fluffy, 
steamed meat fit snugly into the heavily 
fried, but quite greaseless shells, and the 
papaya lent a nice tropical flavor to each 
bite.

Habanero's identifies itself as a place for 
"Mexican Cocina," and one should not 
expect an overabundance of Tex-Mex dish­
es such as flautas, burritos or quesadillas, 
although these do appear as lunch specials 
once or twice a week. Rather, dishes like 
Roasted Pork with Gouda Cheese Torta 
($11), Poblano Chile with Pulled Roast Beef 
and Pulled Potatoes ($10), and Filet 
Mignon in Berry-Red Wine Sailte ($19) 

offer more hefty, and more formal choices.
While my friend enjoyed her side of 

Poblano Mashed Potatoes, the Fried 
Chicken Breast ($11) seemed little more 
than rather bland meat coated in oil and 
tons of black pepper.

The same equation fit the Polio Polio 
Torta ($10), which featured an identical 
chicken breast slapped between two halves 
of hard Italian bread. The sliced avocado 
offered a brief salve for the rough dough 
and chicken that repeatedly scraped the 
roof my friend's mouth each time she nego­
tiated a bite.

The Grilled Shrimp Fajitas ($12) came 
sizzling, as fajitas should, on a skillet with 
fresh and succulent peppers and plump, 
well-cooked shrimp. My friend ate them 
happily, and allowed that there was little 
one restaurant's fajitas could do to upstage 
another's.

My Seafood Enchiladas ($12), however, 
were drowned in a clay brown chili sauce 
so salty that it made it difficult to enjoy the 
flaky crab meat tucked inside the smoth­
ered tortillas. The accompanying pinto 
beans and rice were dried out and crusty— 
something I blame on the time they must 
have spent under kitchen heat lamps while 
our server was nowhere to be found.

I'm usually willing to forgive slow or 
inattentive service during a bustling rush, 
but in the two hours we dined, only two 
other parties stopped in. When our waiter 
appeared, he was always friendly and per­
haps overly enthusiastic, much like the oral 
equivalent of the menu commentary. 
"You'll have to try the rest next time," he 
beamed. He rhapsodized over the margari­
tas each time we ordered, but neglected to 
remember that we ordered one with salt.

We would have preferred efficient, even 
service over a hard sell any day, and it's 
unfortunate that Habanero Blue can't yet 
offer food or service that speaks for itself. 
The prime downtown location and roomy 
atmosphere would make a pleasant happy- 
hour or dinner venue.

HABANERO BLUE
1601 Commerce 
713.224.2268

Food: <^<^)

Service:

Value:

Scene:

g>Opt for bread, water at home

&&OK, if you really must

S^&Fine for most

Worth the drive, so live a little
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■ LIVE JAZZ ■ TUESDAY NIGHT & SUNDAY BRUNCH

ALWAYS YOUR BEST 
WEEKEND BRUNCH

3615 MONTROSE BOULEVARD • 713-529-0088
Q. z

-LIVE JAZZ ■ TUESDAY NIGHT & SUNDAY BRUNCH
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DAILY SPECIALS EVERY WEEK 

Mondays $lso Well Bourbon 
Tuesdays sl“ Well Rum 
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DRINK SPECIALS 8:00-10:00PM
WELL DRINKS • LONGNECKS • DRAFT BEER • NEON GLO SHOTS 
$2.00 $2.00 $1.50 $1.00
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COME PARTY WITH OUR GORGEOUS GLOW GIRLS & GLOW STUDS ON BOTH DANCE FLOORS!

Reinventing the Gay Clubscene
1417-B Westheimer • Houston 713.522.5166

WEDNESDAY • THURSDAY • 
FRIDAY • SATURDAY • SUNDAY

BOOK YOUR PARTY 
NOW, FREE!!

NEVER A COVER
DJ ROCKY B • A NEW DEBUT EVERY MONDAY STARTING OCTOBER 16
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• Scenic bayou views
• Sparkling resort style pool 

with cool spa
• 24 hour fitness center
• Metro shuttle service to downtown
• Garage parking with remote access

C6 standout uv
CuMU/VU/ UMUlty

713-630-0006

community
Saturday, September 30
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 713-526-5738.

Q-Patrol walks the streets 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 

713-528-6665.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call for ride locations. 713- 

863-1860.
Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.

Rainbow Fishing Club. Meeting. 713-526-7070.
Houston Faerie Circle. Meeting. 2 p.m. 713-533-0150.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Southwest Center. 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 281-633-2555 & Conroe 936-441-1614.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center Drop-in hours noon 
to 4 p.m. • Montrose Writer's Project. 3 to 4:30 p.m. • 803 
Hawthorne. 713-528-3818.
Names Project. Yard sale. Westheimer & Waughcrest. 713- 

52NAMES.

Sunday, October 1
Common Group (formerly New Hope Christian Center) Worship 

Service. 11 a.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals meets. 713-942- 

7002.
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 713-869-1686.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite Eucharist I 7:45 a.m.;
Holy Rite Eucharist II 8:55 a.m.; Education hour 10 a.m.; Choral 
Eucharist 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.
Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. Service. 6.30 p.m. 

713-528-6756.
Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
School 10 a.m. Youth Sunday School 11:15 a.m. Handbell Choir 
rehearsal 1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.
Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. Service 

10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Sunday School for 
children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 or www.commumtygospel.org.

Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 a.m. 713-529-8225.
Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal Baptist. Service 9:30 a.m. & 
education hour 11 a.m. 713-668-8830.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8:30 a.m. 
& 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.
The Women's Group. Meeting & Discussion. 10:45 a.m. 713-529- 

8571.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St. Service 
10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.
First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 11 a.m. 
Christian Education. 11:30 p.m. 713-468-9543 orfcc-houston.org.

Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum 10 a.m. Service 11 
a.m. 713-686-5876.
Thoreau Unitarian Universalis! Congregation: Adult discussion 
9:45 a.m. Service 11 a.m. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.
First Unitarian Universalis! Church. Services at 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
Brunch available 10:30 a.m. 713-526-5200. church@firstuu.org.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center.
713-692-2703.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center Drop-in hours 2 to 4 
p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
Blessing of the Animals. Kolbe Project. 3 p.m. 713-861-1800.

monday, October 2
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support group. 8 p.m. 
www.GayFathers-Houston.org or 281-505-1788.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 

3000.
HIV testing. STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 1 p.m. to 6:15 
p.m. 713-626-2837.
Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show. 8 to 10 p.m. KPFT 90.1. 713- 
529-1223.
AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, 
Ext. 208.
gayDAR. Wellness community. Support Group. 7 p.m. 713-526- 
1017, Ext. 211.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours from 
6 to 9 p.m. • Black Lesbian & Gay Coalition meeting. 7 p.m. • 
803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

tuesday, October 3
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Club 

Houston. 713-830-3000.
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support Group. 7 p.m 713- 

524-0439.
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang 11 a.m. 713-526- 

1017.
Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mt. Vernon. 713-526-8390. 
Men's Network. Discussion group for social, educational develop­
ment of gay and bisexual men. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling 
Center. 713-529-0037.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry Open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.

1213 Hermann Dr., Suite 430 • 713-520-0653

Crad Duren, M.D.
Internal medical practice offering discreet 
confidental care to the community, including 

HIV/AIDS diagnostics & therapeutics ' 

Healthcare from the Heart 
Anonymous Testing and Counseling

Major Credit Cards Accepted • Personal checks Accepted 
Insurance with Qualification • Medicare

■9?
-Q

0

-Q

o

$8.95/room! (phi*  tax) 
Steam cleaned & 

deodorized 

713.723.5865

B BARW CONTRACTING
Interior/Exterior Painting

SHAUK ATTACK
CAMT CkCAMM

Sandy Baker Carpentry
K Sheetroa Repairs

Owner/Operator 'j HouseholdRepain 
Ph: 281-352-9252 g™*  
Email: bbarw@aol.com Vinyl Floors 
Rt.l Box62S-A \. J] Decks
Hockley,Texas 77447.9771 Patio covers

In Business Since 1991

Perfection Plus
Dpmestic Services 

Specialists in Detail Cleaning
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

BONDED FOR YOUR PROTECTION 
MOVE-INS/MOVE-OUTS • SPECIAL PROJECTS 

WEEKLY - BIMONTHLY
IN BUSINESS SINCE 1989

ii"$iO“dFF
if First Cleaning

We Supply All Cleaning 
I Products & Equipment

FREE ESTIMATES By Phone

(713) 895-2766
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calendar
Lambda Skating Club skates. 8 p.m. Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 
713-410-7215.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Lesbian Coming Out Group. 7 p.m. • Lesbian Island 
Association meeting. 7 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
Impotence support/discussion group. 7 p.m. 713-523-0451. 
Lesbian Health Initiative. Monthly meeting. 713-603-0023. 
Greater Houston Gay, Lesbian and Transgender Chamber of 
Commerce. Monthly meeting. 7 p.m. 713-523-7576.

Wednesday, October 4
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 2015 
Thomas Street 713-793-4026.
STD Exams & treatment. HIV Testing. Free. AVES. Free. AVES. 713- 
626-2837.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mary's, 
Ripcord & Midtowne Spa. 713-830-3000.
BiNet Houston. 7:30 p.m. Social meeting. 713-467-4380
Women's Network. Montrose Counseling Center Discussion 
group for social, educational development of gay and bisexual 
women. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 713-529-0037. 
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.
Project: Caesar. Workshops. AFH. 3203 Weslayan. 713-623-6796.
Out Skate Rollerskating Club. 8 to 10 p.m. 8075 Cook Road. 281 - 
933-5818.
Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom. 
7 p.m. 713-880-0670.
Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal. 713-526- 
6665.
Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Bible Study 7:30 p.m. Resurrection 
MCC. 713-861-9149.
Freelance Art Classes by Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ individuals. 1 
to 4 p.m. Lunch provided. 713-523-9530.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. 713-523-3037.
Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 Yale. 713-527-0931. 
www.houstonprideband.org.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Various Support Groups 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to 
9 p.m. • Free HIV testing by the Montrose Clinic 6 to 9 p.m. • 

713-524-3818.

thursday, October 5
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open rehearsal. 7 p.m. 713-521- 

7464.

Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River Bottom. 
7 p.m. 713-880-0670.
Hep C Recovery. Support Group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713-526-1017, 
Ext. 211.
STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Toyz 
Disco. 713-830-3000.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry open. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.
FrontRunners. Running Club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.
HIV Art Course Program. 1 to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer 713-526- 
1118.
Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.
Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235 or 
www.communitygospel.org.
HIV Testing. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 to
9 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818
Gulf Coast Transgender Community. Meeting/support group. 7 
p.m. 713-780-4282.

friday, October 6
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) 
Meeting. 713-942-7002.
Free HIV Testing by the Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. Rich's. 
713-830-3000.
STD Exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830- 
3000.
Q-Patrol walks the streets. 9 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Kolbe Project. Morning Prayer. 10 a.m. Movie Night. 7 p.m. 713- 
861-1800.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
713-692-2703.
Positive Art Workshop. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer. 713-526- 
1118.
Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM. 7 p.m. 713-526-5738.
Mishpachat Alizim Shabbat Services. 8 p.m. 713-748-7079.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in hours 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.
Community Awareness for Transgender Support (CATS) 
Meeting/support group. 6 p.m. 409-927-1705.
2744h°W Openin9’ Dra9°nShadow- Hyde Park Gallery. 713-526-

Houston Gay & Lesbian parents. Fall Campout. 713-284-4939.

To list an event, call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529-8490, fax at 713- 
529-9531, ore-mail editor@houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Friday 
at 5 p.m.

Maranatha Fellowship MCC
1311 Holman

(across from HCC-Downtown Campus)

Visit Our Evening Service
Guest Preacher, Rev. Alicia Beckman

Sunday, October 1 at 6:30pm

Want to learn Basic Intro to Spanish?
Join us October 2 - November 6, 7-8pm 

$25.00 Suggested donation (plus the cost of textbook)
Contact the church office for information and/or to sign up

“Homosexuality and the Bible”
Series continues to meet on Thursday evenings, 7:30-9:20pm. 

Contact the church office at 713.528.6756 to sign up.

Maranatha Fellowship meets in the Central Congregational Church at 1311 Holman

Our Church Can Become Your Home! Give Us A Try!

Bible Study begins at 5:30pm and 
nursery is available.
Mid-week “Home Group" 
services on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713-528-6756 or 
maranatha@evl.net

Community Church
*4 Vbartting church senrtng a ^berating God."

Maranatha
Fellowship fyF

Metropolitan ! / *1 \

MEN'S HKiRClFT * KTWM

ON “TEN BUCK TlTESDNyS" 3939 MONTROSE 
713-520-0005

CITY 
CUTS

Cremation • $500

''\\hcre Jesus m Lord'

Q. Being from 
Galveston, my 
partner & I want 
burials at sea. 
What are the 
regulations?

A. We contact the 
Coast Guard and after 

written permission, 
they scatter the ashes 

and notify your family 
of the location

3501 Red Bluff
Pasedena, TX 77503 

713-477-4777

235 North Sampson
Houston, TX 77003
713-237-1777 )f y0U have qUestjOns please fax to 713-237-1926

Funeral Home

□

Your Community Insurance Agency!

I

For Home, Health 
& Auto Insurance

1.1
'i:X'
i-t'

Rob Schinerler & Staff
713.66L7700 6575IV. Loop South Suite MS IMlaire, Texas 77401 

Rusinea Insurance • Workers Compensotitm • Ciroup Ifwdilt • l ift*  Insurance & murk

If
more t i.-,. t >. »

-

Experience
Professionalism.
Courteous Service!

Is Therapy Right for You? 
Find out at HoustonTherapist.com 

individuals, couples, workshops 
Psychotherapy Consultation Counseling 

1006 Missouri Street 713.527.0000

Tony Carroll hoUStim.
LMSW-ACP B ly to*  B
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Classifieds
©MANPOWER

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPS
RECEPTIONISTS and 

PBX OPERATORS 
LOOKING FOR A CHANGE?

Immediate openings in the SW area for individuals with 6 months 
previous call center or heave phone experience. Qualified applicants 
must have HS Diploma or GED, knowledge of Windows 95, and great 

communication skills. Applicants should be able to work a flexible 
schedule as well as every other weekend. Bilingual a plus!

Call Manpower at 281-491-3040 for an appointment.

BOX OFFICE TICK­
ETING ASSOCIATE

Mix an outgoing sales personality

INSURANCE AGENCY
Needs a sharp trainee to learn 

customer service • Duties include 
computer processing for auto, 

home, life and health insurance 
policies, renewal billings and gen­

eral customer service • We are 
looking for strong written and 

verbal communication skills, plus
a stable background and good 
references • We offer excellent 

group health benefits and a great 
potential for advancement.

Please call 
Rob Schmerler 
713-661-7700

Employment________
MONTROSE 

BUILDER
Montrose area builder seeks 
general laborer assistance • No 
skills required • Call 

713.529.5993___________________

MIDTOWN SPA
All shifts & positions available • 
Start $7.00 per hour • Apply in 

person * *5815  Airport • Austin 
Exotic Import Store with fun 

atmosphere needs experienced 

sales help with flexible schedule 
• Fax resume to 713.524.8270 • 

Or apply in person 3113 South 

Shepherd

ROMAN HAIR SALON 
Independent Cosmetology 
Barber Stylist to lease space • 
Montrose area • Call Frank • 
713.522.2263 • 713.522.8576 • 
Very reasonable
Project CAESAR is looking tor a P/T 
Outreach Educator • Bilingual a plus, 
and minorities are encouraged to apply
• Experience in HIV/AIDS education 
preferred, but not necessary • TDH 
grant funded position, up to 30 hours 
per week • Great job for a student • 
Fax or mail resumes to: Director of 
Education, AIDS Foundation 
Houston, Inc., 3202 Weslayan Annex, 
Hou, TX 77027 • FAX 713.623.4029 • 
No phone calls please

EMPOWER JOB FAIR
October 8, 2000 • 11:00 am to 

7:00 pm • George R. Brown 

Convention Center • Exhibit 

Hall C • Free admission • Bring 
plenty of rsumes • There will be 
representatives from Shell Oil • 
Compaq • Chase Bank • And 

many others • For more infor­

mation call the Empower 

Hotline 713.523.7576__________

FINANCE ASSOCIATE 
Stages Repertory Theatre has an 
immediate opening for a Junior 
Accountant in the Controller’s 
Office • This position will work 
in all aspects of corporate 
finance as well as support gener­
al box office operations • Must 
be detail oriented, have knowl­
edge of Excel, Access & Word • 
Preference given to candidates 
with an understanding of gener­
al accounting and appreciation 
of the arts • Mid $20s • Full ben­
efits. Fax/email resume to 
Controller, 713-527-8669 • tmc- 
clain@stagestheatre.com 

with the smarts to run a computer­
ized ticketing software program, 
and that person has a great job at 
Stages! • Flexible hours/days • Part- 
time to full time • The job is in a 
ZANY, FUN, LIVE, PROFES­
SIONAL THEATRE • Stages 
Repertory Theatre, located at 
Waugh Dr. and Memorial Dr. has 
immediate openings for box office 
personnel • If you don’t have expe­
rience, we will train you if you have 
excellent work habits and a winning 
personality • Fax/email resume to 
Controller, 713-527-8669 • tmc- 
clain @ stagestheatre.com

NIGHTINGALE ADC 
Offers free employment assis­
tance to HIV+ individuals • 
Including job preparedness train­
ing • Resume development • Job 
search assistance • For more infor 
mation call 713.981.1543
Now interviewing for 
Bartenders • Bar Backs • 
Doormen • Clean-up • Call 
Richard at Venture-N 
713.522.0000 after 4:00 PM

CHANCE OF A LIFETIME 
SOUTH BEACH

Now accepting Resumes/ Applications • 
Preliminary screening for potential posi­
tions as Management Trainees • DJ/VJs • 
Lighting Technicians • Promiotions & 
Marketing • For a multi-million dollar 
dance club in Houston • Experienced, 
interested persons call RANDALL 

JOBE *713521.0107
Amateur Male Models needed • Easy 
work • Easy money • Paid in cash • 
www.thebodyproject.com
Real Estate agent needs licensed 
assistant • Send resume and 
salary requirements to: Licensed 
Assistant • PO BOX 667231 • 
Hou, TX • 77266

PSYCHOTHERAPIST/ 
LVN/HIV TESTER

Appropriate certifications required • 
Bi-lingual, English/Spanish • 
Experience in HIV field preferred • 
Comparable salary and benefits • 
Fax resume to Director of Education 
•713.627.9646___________________

HOUSTON DETOUR
Now hiring bartenders, waiters, 
DJ, barbacks, & door staff. Call 
713.987.0987___________________

HIV HEALTH EDUCATOR 
Bachelor’s degree or 2 years HIV 
experience • Bilingual, English/ 
Spanish • Street outreach • Public 
speaking preferred • Comparable 
salary & benefits • Fax resume to 
Dir.of Education at 713.627.9646.

CLUB NSOMNIA
Club manager and a cashier 
needed • Drug screening and 
background check required • 
713.521.1613.__________________

Admin. Assistant 
Kolbe Project 
713.861.1800.

Seeking full time energetic candi­
date with public candor willing to 
make presentations and familiar 
with the internet • Will assist in 
expansion and workshops.
Cashier • Late night shifts • Start 
$6.50 per hour • Apply in person 
•3100 Fannin*  Midtowne Spa.

Home Improvements
Handyman • Ceiling tans, Iight- 
ing and plumbing fixtures 
installed • Lamps re-wired • 
Light plumbing and painting • 
Quality work that’s affordable • 
Call Brian 713.926.2082

Licensed Massage 
Bodywork • Massage • Relax 
and release tension • flexible 
schedule • 1.888.983.4932 •

Randy • (RMT 9061)

A MAN’S TOUCH
Massage • Body Waxing • 
Myotherapy • 713.406.1023 • 
(MT#013532)
Bill O'Rourke (MT#0431)~*  
Deep Swedish or Tantric 
Massage • Sensuous AND 
Therapeutic • Credit cards • 
713.864.2233 • Kneading The 
Community Since 1984________

FOR ACTIVE MEN
Your time for personal attention! • 
Full Body Swedish Massage • 
Jose (#17316) • 713.498.4250

BE KIND TO YOURSELF!
Professional Massage • Strong 
Hands • ROBERTO • 713.518.3182 
• Out calls only • (MT#20785) • 

www.homestead.com/roberto r

MASSAGE • FACIALS 
BODY WAXING

In and Out Calls 
Brad Brandt 

713.529.3002 *713.302.5306

MAN’S MASSAGE
• Experienced, Effective 

Massage
• Flexible Technique

•BigMfc&The
Tom *713.520.6018  

(MT#4397)

LET YOURSELF GO!
Relax to an hour of Swedish 
Massage • (MT#013700) • 
Dewayne • 713.521.0654 
Swedish Massage by PATRICK
• Relaxation • Myotherapy •
Deep Tissue • (MT#024589) • 
713.807.7109 • $30/hour • 
$40/1-1/2 hours________________

BODY THERAPY
Massage at its finest! Chaz Kolb

• MT • In/Out calls specialist •

713.712.0270.__________________

Job STRESS ?
TOUGH Workouts ?

Call now to make your appoint­
ment for a relaxing, therapeutic 
Swedish massage • Bodybuilder 
& Licensed Therapist - Randal 
(RMT#005930) 713.529.3348.

MASSAGE THERAPF 

AT ITS FINEST!
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Sports, 

Reflexology • Don’t settle for 
less • In/Out, Hotels, 7 days • 
Nationally certified • Jeff (RMT 
#016074)713.825.4062

You Need Therapy!
Massage therapy now available 
at Muscle Mechanics personal 
training & wellness studio­
sports massage, therapeutic 
massage, relaxation therapy. 
Call now for your appointment! 
Muscle Mechanics 713.523.5330.

Moving Services
RAINBOW

MOVING CO.
TxDot#550951B

Insured
409 Stratford #8 
Hou, TX 77006 
713.942.2507

American Movers
Visit us on the web: 

www.americanmovers.org 
713.522.1717 • 2412-A Taft,

Houston, TX 77006 • Statewide 

• TxDot#005282035C

FRENCH’S MOVING 
713.861.1212 or 281.536.8530 
XDOT#534438B 
www.frenchsmoving.com

Professional Services
PERSONAL TRAINER
Montrose area • Prices start at 
$35.00 per hour • Are YOU 

ready to start? • 713.240.5508 
Reiki Sessions or Classes • Tarot 
Reading • Past Life Regressions 

• Home cleaning • Home or pet 
sitting • Bill and Friends 

713.864.2233___________________

landscaping
Fall Beds • Shrubs • Color • 

Reasonable • 713.861.9949

BODY WAXING FOR MEN 
Personal grooming by Dale • 

Waxing specialist & licensed 

Cosmetologist • Private 

Location in Montrose • Call for 

appointment 713.529.5952.

Real Estate For Rent
MONTROSE 

$950/month • Spacious 2/2 
Townhouse • Apx. 1100 sf • 
Parquet downstairs • Central 
A/H • Washer/dryer • Two 
assigned parking spots • Freshly 
painted • Won’t last! • 

713.522.8021 _________________
Apartment: Lindale Park on the 
Northside inside the loop • 
2Br/lBa • Over 1000 square feet
• New paint • New blinds • 
Washer & dryer included $600
• 1 month security deposit • 
281.660.9182 Steve 
Montrose Luxury Condo • 2/2 • 
2-Story • W/D included • 
Hardwoods • $1075/mo • ALSO 
Large 3/1 Duplex • Hardwoods • 
$845/mo • 713.526.0260 
Heights • Unique garage apart- 
ment • Vaulted ceilings • Deck • 
Saltillo tile in kitchen • 
Washer/dryer included • 
$550/mo • 713.467.1333 • 
713.861.9949
Montrose • Large 1 Bedroom 
Loft apartment • Brand new 
construction • Lots of windows • 
W/D • Central A/H • $1100/mo
• Utilities included
713.522.8819____________ _

WESTBURY 
GARDENS

Poolside ground floor condo • 
Completely refurbished with 

new appliances • Tile • Cabinets
• Light fixtures • Paint • 450 sf • 
Built-in desk & shelves • Walk- 

in closet • $400/mo • Call Lyn 

Robertson 713.729.9316

3308 BRANARD
1 Bedroom • $525/mo • $150 deposit • 
713.54.9660713.453.1616*

MONTkOSE
Location! Location! Location!

2 Units, both 2/1 with private 
decks • Ceilings fans • 
Washer/Dryers • Dishwashers • 
MAIN FLOOR of Duplex: 
Hardwood floors • Den • 1260 sf
• $ 1500/mo • TWO STORY
Designer Garage Townhome: 
Dramatic staircase • Carpet • 
Microwave • 1100 sf • 
$1200/mo • 801 Hyde Park Blvd 
*713.524.9491__________________

Allen House Apts.
Large 1 & 2 bedrooms • 
Downtown location & free shuttle
• Ask for specials, 888.283.1899.

Real Estate For Sale
WESTBURY 

GARDENS
2 Bedroom/1 Bath Condo Flat • 

Upstairs • 818 sf • Recently 

refurbished • Covered parking • 

Close to Loop 610 • $29,000 • 

Call Lyn Robertson 
713.729.9316

MONTROSE AREA ~ 
Cute 2/1 • Bright Yellow • 
Totally updated • Price 
Reduced! • $164,900 • David 
Rose Realty»713.681.8086

MONTROSE GEM
Montrose bargain! • Custom- 
built luxury townhome on 3800 
sf lot with large sparkling pool 
and jacuzzi in garden setting • 
Two woodbuming fireplaces • 2 
Bedroom • 2.5 Bath • 2 Car 
Garage • Great for entertaining • 
Wet bar & loft overlooking 
downtown & pool • Only 
$249,000 • Call Sue Langston • 
713.520.7779__________________

OAK FOREST
Huge kitchen with lots of cabi­
nets • Big bedrooms • 2 Full 
baths • $93,900 • DJ Stephenson
• PRUDENTIAL Gary Greene 
Realtors • 713.686.5454

ELLA LEE FOREST 
3/2/2 with a pool • $149,900 • 
DJ Stephenson • PRUDENTIAL 
Gary Greene Realtors • 
713.686.5454

Roommates
MONTROSE

$475 + 1/2 electric • GM seeks 
N/S responsible, professional 
M/F • You get the master bed­
room in large 2/2 townhouse • 
Fairview, West of Montrose • 
Central A/H • Washer/dryer • 2 
Assigned parking spots • 
713.526.3163___________________

WASHINGTON AVE
Share 2/1 house with laid back 
GWM 36 yo smoker with dog • 
Stable • Employed *$30Q/mo  + bills
• 1902 Summer @ Silver near down­
town 713.205.0058  after 5:00 pm 
GM currently in the Heights but 
looking to move • Seeking 
another to split cost of terrific 
house in Montrose • $425 + 
deposit • 713.426.5905

*

Roomnrate ^Wanted------- »
Montrose/Downtown/Central 
Townhouse • Separate bath • 
Privacy • Very clean • No pets or 
drugs • Call 713.524.4241 • 
$425/month • Cable ready • All 
bills paid
Gnrden~Oaks“•—3—Bedroum 
Townhome w/large kitchen and 
large backyard • Private bed­
room & bath • W/D • DW • $500 
+ 1/2 utilities • Kevin 
713.694.4744

Travel

CAPE TOWN SOUTH AFRICA 
$995 p/p + tax ’ 

Daily Departures in 
November (11/1-11/25) 

Incl. Air & Hotel 
(8 days-5 nights) 

CALL 2AFRIKA, INC.
(877)200-5610 

info@2afrika.com 
www.2afrika.com

Hollyood @ Galveston 
The Island’s 1st Gay Resort 

Clothing Optional • Complimentary 
Breakfast/Happy Hour • Seawall at 
31st • 409.750.8900 • 1.888.899.0899
• www.galveston.com/hollywood

TRAVEL FOR ACTIVE MEN! 
“Scuba •Skiing • Rafting’ 

www.SierraAdventureTours.com 
(512)459-6180 
Reserve Today!
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ON YOUR 
NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us! 
Montrose Inn 
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We’re right ZTVthe neighborhood. 
And priced right! 

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to 15 gay bars. 

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-1228 
713-520-0206 
montroseinn.com

Body, Mind 
& Spirit

Call Kyle Cooke at 
713-529-8490 

for Directory Ad Sales

Penis-Enlargement.net
FDA Approved vacuum pumps/surgical. 

Gain 1-3”. Permanent & safe. 
Enhance erection. FREE Brochures!

Latest enlargement info: 
(312)409-9995 or 900-976-PUMP ($2.95/min.)

Your New
 Alternative Store

713-944-6010
E-Mail: eros1207®botmail.com

12(17 SPENCER & ALLEN GENOA. Stwih Hwston. TX 775X7 
Exit Gulf Freeway ai Airport / Cclfc|?e. Then East 2 Mite*  

Open Daily 10 am - Midnight * Mail Orders Welcome

 

 

DON GILL
STUDIO 911

713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

NOT YOUR BASIC STORE!
Unique Clubwear
& Undergear
“For Men & Women”

Leather, Lubricants
Adult Toys - Gifts

p25% Off Sale]

Mens Club Shirts 
Ladies Dresses

Don’t Miss this Once a Year Sale

if your hair 
isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to me.

Relax!
Be good to yourself with a 

Professional Therapeutic Massage!

Ask about our first time massage 
client specials!

Paul Rutledge
REGISTERED MASSAGE THCkAPIST

#012781

713-592-0444
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Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490 j
TO PLACE AN AD: I
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form-with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order ।

form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490.

BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL*  feedback@houstonvoice.com

AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation. 

Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON

YOUR""
U CATEGORY

FREE’: Call for guidelines 
HIV Services & Education - 
Volunteers
Non-Profit Organizations
‘First 20 words

INDIVIDUAL RATE $7:
Announcements
Auditions
Employment-Seeking
Pets-Free or Lost & Found
Roommates
Personal Websites

BUSINESS RATE $15:
Auto Repair
Business Opportunities
Entertainment
Help Wanted
Help Wanted-Seeking
Home Improvement
Items For Sale
Licensed Massage
Moving Services
Professional Services
Real Estate For Rent
Real Estate For Sale

Call 713 529-8490 
for other categories

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

CATEGORY:- # OF ISSUES: 
Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $7.00 per week. Additional words at 50c each per week.

Up to 20 words: 7.00
Additional words x 50<: 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues
Total: $

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $15.00 per week.

Additional words x 75< per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues
Total: $

Name: 

Address: 

City State Zip 

Phone

Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC  VISA

Card # Exp. /

Signature 
— — _ — — -.-. — —i — — — a
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King Father for life Dot Thompson will rule her birthday on Oct. 1.

Miss Ouisa (Rex) has his chicken legs for his birthday on Oct. 5.

Your Disk to Document Copy Specialists

copy^co

ise Th er

Miss Camp America's own David S. will have a big hair of a birth­
day on Oct. 2.

Ifcift mtwy ages o; ©epeads 
wil Gea’r Robinson need 
tos big dog birthdoy Orf. 1?

The Houston Voice welcomes your special occasions. Send 
e-mail to croberts@houstonvoice.com. Fax: 713-529-9531. 
Mail: Occasions, Houston Voice, 500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 200, 
Houston, Texas 77006. Please include a telephone number so 
occasions can be verified and considered for publication.

' presenting new cutting-edge technology

Xerox DocuColor BUOU
Taking digital output to a new level of Perfection. 

Image quality consistent with Offset Presses. 
Short run color jobs from your Computer Files. 
' EXPERIENCE IT NOW at 1201 Westheimer.

BY APPOINTMENT. CALL NOW.

617 Richmond /Avenue in Montrose

0 I TRACS"?1 BAGS

Zf ws...
Iher shAM tjVfi'w Ik?
/f ii gw tMhf?

Our pets of the week are 
Banaita, Julius, Rodd & Todd. 
They were recently rescued from 
the mean streets by Houston 
Voice graphic designer Natasha 
Marquez, but are desperately 
searching for permanent homes. 
(They bring the tabby tally up to 
a whopping eight, which is far 
too crowded even for a cat 
lover.) They're very friendly, lit- 
ter-box trained, and are looking 
for owners that will have them 
fixed (but not declawed!).

If you'd like to adopt one (or two... or four) of them, contact Natasha at the Houston 

Voice at 713-529-8490.

MUSCLE MECHANICS’”
PffRSONAL TRAINING STUDIO

High-speed color jobs
Prints on a wide variety of stocks 
No file-sending fees on jobs over $100.00 
Great prices, call for a quote.

E. TfSt<p
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t last, a clinic designed^ 
mil ypiftiiMSBiR

Ch> onic Fatigue a
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Occasions
Birthdays

Accbpling Mfcdicaii
Call 713.349.9750
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GULF FREEWAY #1 STORE

All Rentals

O

STARTING OCT.5: OPEN THURSDAYS. HUDAyS. & SATURDAYS TiL 9

EMPORIUM

Open 
24

Gas Light Video Emporium 
3519 Bellaire • Houston 

between Buffalo Speedway & Stella Link

BigCity- Houston’s answer for all 
your entertainment needs

Bigger and Better
Parking lot attendant on duty at night

All ratings available
Huge selection

6000 square feet

Java cafe
911 W.UTh ST • iN THE HEIGHTS 

CALL 713.88OJAVK OR Fnx yOUR ORDER

DVD’s 
on sale ■ now! § 1 "I hours

My Stars! by JILL DEARMAN

YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

September 29 - October 5
ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
While the Sun is opposing you, you may feel less in control than usual. That makes 
this the perfect time to act the part of the bottom in all your relationships. You have 
a lot to learn about the people around you, particularly your bizarre buddies. A 
Sagittarius could surprise you on many levels. Practice your poker face.

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
If you are feeling trapped in your job, take heed! While the Sun transits your 
day job sector, you have an opportunity to get a new and better position. 
Aren't you fed up? Early October is the perfect time to make one small step 
in the direction of freedom. A Cancer will hold your hand.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
You and a mysterious person in your life could get closer and closer and clos­
er in the days ahead... but still not touch! Enjoy the tease and torment; relief 
comes later. Do something wild and unexpected in the name of something 
you believe in passionately. In the process, you may shock an Aquarius into 
noticing you and nuzzling up to you.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
The Sun in your fourth house may bring out your cautious side, and that's just 
fine. If you have to wait before letting the world know how grand your plans 
really are, so be it. The Sun in your house of kinfolk may make you wish you had 
been raised by wolves. Turn to the loving breast of an Aries for guidance.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)
The Sun and Jupiter are both giving you extra chances to find your sexual other half. 
He or she could be at the gym or in the supermarket or across the world. Don't freak 
out if you run into someone you once loved who you now think is a sadistic creep. 
Put some of that energy into a productive relationship with a Gemini.

VIRGO (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
You may have to walk away from someone you are attracted to emotional­
ly and physically and say to yourself, "If and when the right time comes, I'll 
go back." You have to put your negativity aside for a little while, dearest. A 
Capricorn needs to know that you believe in him or her.

LIBRA (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)
You may have to make a business decision that scares you, sweetie, but you can make 
anything happen while the Sun is in your sign and Mercury and Venus transit your 
house of concrete accomplishments. Think about focusing on one huge success, and 
put the little details aside for the moment. A Taurus will handle those.

SCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
Imagine yourself running through the victory tape. That image can become a 
reality within a month or two. Venus in your sign could make you feel a little 
competitive, jealous and possessive when it comes to romance. A Cancer finds 
your brand of obsessive love emotionally unthreatening and sexually arousing.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
As Venus is moving slowly through your house of endings and new begin­
nings you may be wondering, "Where's my new beginning?" If you rest, it 
will come that much sooner. You feel a deep kind of longing; transform your 
ache into joy by telling a Leo exactly what you need.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
You may have to rely on three parts faith and one part the power of your 
own machinations when it comes to your career, darling. Do your job well 
and find joy in your real life after you punch out for the day. A Pisces can 
show you what lixe is all about.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 21 - FEB. 19) .
As the Sun hits your house of ideas, consider taking a class or brainstorming 
with people you find bizarre and brilliant. Change one thing about the way 
you do business and you could experience a domino effect of pleasure and 
freedom. A Virgo looks at you with awe. Look back.

PISCES (FEB. 20 - MARCH 20)
You are about to become someone's dream. Can you handle the responsi­
bility? The pressure? I think so. The Sun in your eighth house brings out all 
the deep contradictions of your nature. Explore them with someone who 
can handle your dark side—like a Scorpio.

Jill Dearman is the author of "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer 
Astrology for Women." For information on charts and consultations, call 
212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

Win A Free Trip 
to Cancun

details coming
soon

VIDEO
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Job Fair* Health Resources Sports & Outdoor
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n a world of E-mail, E-commerce, aneT z 
E-entertainmenttelevision, the EMPOWER 

2000 annual event is yourwortunity to 
personally embrace the entire support system 
provided through the Greater Houston Gay & 
LesbianCTamber of Commerce.

T
his exciting event endorses National 
Coming Out Day and entertains everyone 
with an emporium of exhibits: Business Fair, Job 
Fair, Health Resources, Performing and Visual 

Arts, Sports & Outdoors, great food & drink, and 
special interest seminars. Plan to experience 
this powerful one-day event and empower your life.

October 8,2000 George R. Brown Convention Center 1
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***The Community
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k 4 *11  Millennium

Arts & Entertainment < Great Food • Seminars
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