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cago and St. Louis but the chief object of my visit to these

Dn a

cities was to invite 
grand demonstrations

the local suffragists to become hostesses for 
in behalf of suffrage at the time of the great

Nati onal Conventi ons to be held in their respective cities. I went
to Des Moines to meet with the State Board and to make a general 
survey of the State in order to determine its chances. I now re­
port to you the results of all three visits.

CHICAGO: The National Republican Convention will open in 
on june 7th. It is supposed that the Pro­

gressive National Convention will also be held in Chicago on the 
same date. The women of Illinois will form a large committee rep­
resentative of all organizations for suffrage and including many 
other organizations. Among these will be the Republican and Demo- 
cratic women’s organizations.. Mrs. Harrison Munro Brown, Presi­
dent Illinois Usual Suffrage Association, 604 Tower Building, 
Chicago, Illinois, is Chairman of this Committee. It was decided 
to have a great national parade ii i Clii• Unless you learn to 
the contrary the date will be June 7th and the time afternoon. We 
are ambitious to have not fewer than 40,000 women in line and as 
many men as will be willing to join the march.

We hope that every state in 
There are people living in Chicago 
for’ the suffragists in each state

the Union will be represented, 
from every state and irt is well

to communicate with those known
to them in Chicago and to invite them to join, the state ranks. We 
are hopeful that all the better organized states will send at 
least one car-load of women to Chicago for the parade, and a hun­
dred if possible. The conditions are that each state delegation 
shall wear a uniform costume. White is preferable but not obliga- 
lory, but all marchers from each state should, woar the same color.. 
A sash bearing the name of the state and a uniform hat are necess- 
ary to give a good appearance in the march. If the delegation 
from a state is large a band would, be necessary. All the banners 
any state desires may be carried, but the form, color and slogans 
should be submitted to the Chicago Committee in order to avoid 
duplication.

All expense for each state section must be borne by the 
state. A special feature will be made of the women from the suf­
frage states. Those states which are well enough organized to 
warrant it, are strongly urged to march under Congressional Dis­
tricts and to have, if possible, a few women for each district 
provided with a banner, shield or pennant indicating from what 
district they come. As the Republican Convention comes first our 
very strongest appeal should be made in Chicago.

ST. LOUIS: A demonstration as effective as that of Chicago 
is necessary lest the Democratic Convention

will misunderstand our motives. Yet 
different demonstration from that of

it was necessary
Chicago.

to have a

I presented to the St. Louis women the need of a demonstra­
tion and asked them to devise the plan. They were unanimously of 
the opinion that a parade was impossible and that a pageant would 
not be feasible in view of the fact that St. Louis is giving one 
great pageant, just before the Democratic Convention and another 



shortly after. They therefore eonceived a wholly unique plan. The 
Democratic headquarters will be in the Hotel Jefferson. Every room 
was taken within three days after the convention was fixed for St. 
Louis. A broad, fine asphalted street runs from the Hotel Jeffer­
son to the Coliseum where the Convention Will be held. It is pro­
posed that a cordon of suffragists shall line both sides of the 
street , standing'on the edge of -the sidewalk all the way from the 
Hotel Jefferson to the Coliseum, and another cordon will surround 
the Coliseum standing guard, particularly to all entrances to the 
big hall. It is urged that all these women shall dress in white 
and that they shall wear yellow sashes indicating the state from 
which they come and if there is more than one organization in a 
state the sash should indicate the name of the organization as
well.
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The women of both states are enthusiastic over the plans 
will earnestly work to make the demonstrations the biggest 
most impressive possible.

It is needless to say that the only short cut to final 
suffrage is a plank in the platforms of the two dominant par­
ties. It is therefore well worth our while to shew "that the 
women of the entire Hation are making 'this request and we ur­
gently invite you to send women to both. Chicago and St. Louis. 
At this time no definite information can be given you as to
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It is necessary that you understand that the local women 
will, not be able to get tickets of admission for the suffrage 
visitors to attend the Convention. An application must be made 
to your own delegation for those tickets and even though the ap­
plication is i; e early you will probably not secure enough 
tickets for all your delegates to attend the Convention.
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itions in Iowa are vastly superior 
states of the East. There is no 
be overcome. The press is extreme 

e outspoken for it, including the 
candidate for Governor, the Supreme 
ondition exists in Iowa which makes 
gn States, As many as 30 or more 
e:l prohibition by Constituticmil

Amendment. The amendment was declared unconstitutional by a Su­
preme Court decision. The Legis ture then enacted statutory 
prohibition. Prom that moment prohibition became the issue in 
all elections until it was finally repealed, the State being re- 
garde! as a Prohibition State and local option being granted to 
counties to vote themselves wet - just the opposite from the 
ordinary local option measure. The Legislature has now es­
tablished again statewide statutory prohibition which closed 
every saloon in the State on January 1st.

Along the Mississippi River on the east and the Missouri 
River on the west are some la towns which have decided wet 
tendencies. There are 80,000 German votes in the'State and these 
throughout the 30 years past have stood together solidly against 
prohibition and are now against woman suffrage. The Stats, how­
ever, has had a long prohibit ion experience and it is believed is 
overwhelming for it. Although suffrage workers have kept them­
selves aloof from this question as everywhere, there is a tangle 
as usual between the two questions. A Constitutional Amendment 
for prohibition has passed eno Legislature and will be presented 
to the next one, and if passed there will go to vote in 1917.
The wets therefore claim that the Prohibitionists only want suf­
frage for women in order to vote prohibition. Ths prohibition­
ists may or may not be anxious to have the votes of woinen. In
any event it is a condition 
zation in the State is very 
judgment is not so elaborate 
be. The women make the usua 
they are short of money and 
successful campa1gn money-ra

We have not met before. The organi- 
incomplete and the campaign in my 
, intensive and urgent as it should 
1. explanation of this fact in that 
cannot easily get it. The secret of 
ising in Mew York and Pennsylvania

was that we followed the example of tiie multi-mil 1 ionaires and
got a provisional cap of $10,000 for our-campaign fund. The '**" ** ' •Xi. '««,?
Board, authorised me to try this plan fox'* Iowa.
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