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SUFFRAGISTS APPROVE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN 
AS CONVENER OF ORGANIZATIONS.

One of the decisions at the conference of the national 
suffrage association in Washington was to approve of the Na­
tional Council of Women as the initiators of a Central Committee 
to act as a clearing house between the Government and the Women’s 
National Organizations to insure that national service of a con­
structive sort may be rendered in the most expeditious manner 
possible. The approval, is based on the provision that the mem­
bers of said committee be selected by the component organizations 
and not appointed by the officers of the National Council, 
this Committee, and not the National Council, to have the power . 
to select the Executive Committee which shall do the actual work. 
It was in 1888 - net 1902 as was inadvertently stated in last 
week’s Bulletin - that the National and International Councils of 
Women were formed in response to a call from the National Suf­
frage Association, headed by Anthony and Mrs. Stanton. Since
that date there have been ten presidents of the National Council 
nearly-all of whom have been active suffragists. They are: Fran­
ces Willard, Mrs. May Wright Sewall, Mrs. Mary Lowe Dickinson, 
Mrs. Sewall (again), Mrs. St. John Gaffney, Mrs. Wm. Tod Helmuth, 
Mrs. Mary Wood Swiftf Mrs. Lillian M. Hollister, Mrs. Kate Waller 
Barrett and Mrs. Philip N. Moore.

To May Wright Sewall‘and Indiana belongs great credit for 
the development of what was known as the "Council idea". The 
Council idea was in itself of the nature of a central committee 
to represent all the women’s national organizations. It was a 
sort of get together arrangement whereby a clearing house of 
ideas, plans and purposes might be afforded. This need of a 
penerafconference scheme, in evidence early in the history of 
women’s clubs, has remained acute. If there were no National 
Council today the first number on the program probably would be 
the formation of one. The National American Woman Suffrage Asso­
ciation, having mothered the National Council into existence, has 
remained to this day one of its main contributing members, and it 
seems certain that it will make no mistake in delegating to the 
more inclusive organization the initiation of the central com- 
mittee which will have in hand the program of constructive ser­
vice to be afforded the nation by the women of America if war 
comes.

ARIZONA SUFFRAGE BILL PROTECTED

Rep. Harold Baxter has introduced a bill correcting defects 
in election law. Amendments for suffrage -and prohibition had 
been printed on ballot by number and title only. Revised stat­
utes require printing in full. Representative Pauline O’Neill 
introduced a bill containing substance of both amendments for 
protection.


