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Judge blocks Maryland 
sexual education curriculum
Gay-inclusive Montgomery Co. 
plan temporarily put on hold
By EARTHA MELZER

A plan to add gay topics and instructions on con­
dom use as part of a health education curriculum for 
students in Montgomery County, Md., has developed 
into a legal battle that is drawing national attention.

U.S. District Court Judge Alexander Williams Jr. 
issued an injunction May 5 against the Montgomery 
County Public School system, ordering officials to 
put on hold plans to pilot the county’s new health 
education curriculum at three middle schools and 
three high schools.

The judge’s ruling came in response to a lawsuit 
filed by the conservative groups Citizens for a 
Responsible Curriculum and Parents & Friends of 
Ex-Gays & Gays, which argued that the new curricu­
lum violates their freedom of speech because it does­
n’t include discussion of “ex-gays” and that it vio­
lates the Establishment Clause by promoting some 
religions over others. The plaintiffs also claimed that 
the curriculum could endanger children by inducing 
them to become gay and to have unprotected sex.

Judge Williams found that “the imminent threat 
to Plaintiff’s First Amendment rights constitutes 
irreparable harm.” But the judge did not agree that 
the curriculum would lead to harm through 
increased sexual risk-taking and called the plaintiffs’ 
reasoning, “highly speculative and attenuated.”

“Indeed, as [the school board] points out,” wrote 
Judge Williams, “many studies conclude that les­
bians are in one of the lowest risk groups for a vari­
ety of STDs, including HIV/AIDS.”

Montgomery County Schools Superintendent

Montgomery County's revised health education curriculum, which 
includes discussions of homosexuality and an instructional video 
on how to use a condom, was suspended May 5 when a federal 
judge issued a temporary injunction in response to 
a lawsuit filed by conservative organizations.

■

Jerry Weast responded to the ruling by canceling 
pilot testing of the new curriculum for the year. 
Weast also ordered that a video that demonstrates 
how to use condoms be removed from schools and 
asked the school system to look into questions raised 
about the curriculum by members of CRC and PFOX.

The school system removed its link to the new cur­
riculum but www.teachthefacts.org, the Web site

Please see SEX ED on Page 7

State Rep. Joe Moreno (D-Houston) is being remembered as the one who 
reminded opposition legislators why they were in the fight.

Gay-friendly 
legislator killed 
in car crash
By BINNIE FISHER

State legislators went back to work late Wednesday in a session 
that drifted past Midnight, but it was hardly business as usual.

The House and Senate took a break Wednesday morning to 
attend the funeral of a colleague, State Rep. Joe Moreno (D- 
Houston), who was killed in a car crash May 6.

Moreno was one of 29 House members who recently voted 
against a proposed amendment to the Texas Constitution that 
would not only ban gay marriage but would also prohibit civil

Please see MORENO on Page 5
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local news

By BINNIE FISHER

From staff and wire reports

about $700 monthly. Since traffic at the 
museum was light, she said, it made sense 
to eliminate that expense and concentrate 
on preserving the many items the museum 
has from Houston’s gay past. The museum 
will reinstate a program of monthly discus­
sion sessions at 4 p.m. Sunday at the 
Houston GLBT Community Center, 3400 
Montrose, suite 227. During Pride, GCAM 
will be the beneficiary of a June 22 
fundraiser starring Jade Esteban Estrada. 
Small exhibits of items from the GCAM col­
lection will still be on display at the 
Community Center.

Houston dentist Dr. Randy R. Mitchmore has planned a “Whitening Weekend”, a teeth 
whitening event where all proceeds will be contributed to a good cause. The event is 
scheduled from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 21 at 1722 W. Alabama. Proceeds from every teeth 
whitening treatment will go to the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry’s 
(AACD) Give Back A Smile Program. Mitchmore regularly volunteers his services to 
the program designed to heal the effects of domestic violence by providing free con­
sultation and dental treatment to restore the smiles of survivors who have sustained 
dental damage as a result of abuse. Ultradent and Discus Dental are supporters of the 
program. 713-592-9300.

Uncommon Legacy Houston is 
accepting Extra Mile applications
Uncommon Legacy Houston is accepting 
nominations for the 2005 Extra Mile 
Awards. Last year’s winners were Carol 
Wyatt, Kathy Hubbard and Linda Morales. 
Award recipients will be announced at the 

Uncommon Legacy Extra Mile Awards 
Brunch July 30 at the Intercontinental 
Houston. Deadline for award nominees is 
July 18. For information, e-mail legacy- 
houston@yahoo.com.

GCAM to close temporarily 
in a money-saving measure
Long strapped for cash, the board of the 
Gulf Coast Archive & Museum of Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender History 
(GCAM) recently announced that the muse­
um is closing its jdbo^ terp^rarily. With 
storage rent, the rent on the apartment that 
housed the museum and other bills, GCAM 
founder Judy Reeves said, the overhead ran

Over four decades of fighting for the 
rights of gays and lesbians, Ray Hill has 
seen and done it all.

He’s been to jail and to prison, though 
the prison stint had nothing to do with 
gay activism.

“I was a thief, a commercial burglar,” 
Hill says. “I specialized in art, antiques 
and jewelry.”

He’s also seen his civil rights case 
against the Houston Police Department 
go all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
where he won.

Today, his business cards proudly 
include a term that came from the 
court’s opinion in referring to Ray Hill 
as “Citizen Provocateur.” He wears the 
title proudly.

Hill was arrested for questioning the 
police about arresting a young black 
man on his lawn. When an officer 
warned that he should be quiet or face 
arrest himself, Hill replied, “I think 
that’s a great idea, mother fucker.”

The court’s opinion stated that Hill 
was free to refer to the mothers of the 
officers in whatever way he chose.

As gays and lesbians in Houston pre­
pare to stage the second ever conference 
on the future, Hill is about to stun them 
with an announcement.

“I’m retiring,” he says.
He was there the night gays and les­

bians united in a legion that was 
reported to be 12,000-strong and 
protested the inclusion of Florida 
orange juice spokeswoman Anita 
Bryant in an early 1970s convention of 
the State Bar of Texas.

Democracy for America to 
stage a family festival
“Save America Without DeLay” is the 
theme of a festival sponsored by Democracy 
for America at 4:30 p.m. Saturday at Tom 
Bass Regional Park Number 3, Pavilion 
Number 4. The park is located at 15108 
Cullen Road. The word “DeLay” refers to 
embattled Republican U.S. Rep Tom DeLay 
of Sugar Land. The event is described as an 
afternoon of food, games and speakers, 
including Richard Morrison, who ran 
against Tom DeLay last fall and former con­
gressman Chris Bell. www.democracy- 
foramerica.com/DFHPicnic.

problems as the men. It was good for 
organizing.” Having grown up with 
union organizers for parents, Hill says, 
he knew how to do that.

In the ‘60s, he says, nobody took gay 
activism as serious opposition.

Through the AIDS epidemic of the 
1980s, Hill said, he marveled at the per­
severance of gays and lesbians. He 
describes it as a class of people who 
were faced with the terror of AIDS 
and instead of running away, confront­
ed it head-on.

“Our community’s leadership in the 
face of that pandemic is truly remark­
able,” he says.

. When the conference on the future 
concludes, Hill says, he will officially 
retire to work on other matters, includ­
ing his Prison Show on KPFT-FM, 90.1 
and his one-man prison show that he 
spent last week touring in Pennsylvania.

He says he is confident that today’s 
crop of actiyjsts will carry on the work 
he began'40 ye^rs ago.

His colleagues|say they are stunned 
by Hill’s annbiiriced retirement.

“I hope he doesn’t go into quiet retire­
ment,” says attorney Jerry W. 
Simoneaux. “All of us here in Houston 
stand on his shoulders. He made it legal 
to call the police mcrther fuckers.”

Transgender activist Phyllis 
Randolph Frye says, “He’s forced a lot of 
other leaders to step up and become 
more visible.”

Randall Ellis, executive director of 
the Lesbian/Gay Rights Lobby of 
Texas concurs.

“Ray has been an icon,” he says. “It’s 
certainly a huge loss at a time when 
more people with experience in training 
new leaders.’

Hill says he’s trained good leadership. 
He says his work is done.

The first conference on the future
He was there for the first conference 

on the future, Town Meeting I, that net­
ted in the; formation of the Montrose 
Clinic, Mbntrose Counseling Center, the 
Q-Patrol and other entities.

He’ll remain on the activist rolls until 
after the upcoming June Conference on 
the future and then, he’ll take his queue 
from a Kathryn Hepburn quote.

“Kathryn Hepburn said, T always 
enjoyed the party, but I never knew when 

r to leave.’ I’m not going to make 
Kathryn’s mistake.”

He remembers that in the early 
1960s, the major issue on the horizon 
involved an often unseen segment of 
gay life, women.

“In Houston, it all started around 
1966,” he says.

The problem was police raids on bars, 
lesbian bars. The problem? “Lesbians 
with flies on their pants.” Hill says.

He recalls that aheSbiafi kith the 
nickname of “Papa Bear” got a group 
together.

“Most other places, women didn’t 
have any problems,” he says. “In 
Houston, women had just about as many

'Whitening Weekend' helps survivors of domestic violence

Gay activist Ray Hill says it's 
time to hang up his sword

HOUSTON VOICE www.houstonvoice.com
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Kindred Spirits benefits charities 
and remembers a favorite haunt
The Fourth Annual Kindred Spirits 
Reunion is planned Saturday at the Edwin 
Hornberger Conference Center, 2151 W. 
Holcombe Boulevard at Shamrock Drive. 
The event each year gathers the kindred 
spirits who once frequented a popular 
women’s club operated by Marion 
Coleman. Proceeds benefit Houston 
Buyers Club, Lesbian Health Initiative, 
Montrose Clinic and Montrose Counseling 
Center. For information, call House <:of v 
Coleman at 713-523-2521. '

Gay activist Ray Hill is adamant, he's retiring from 
the cause.

Dentist Dr. Randy Mitchmore will whiten teeth for charity on May 21.

Former congressman Chris Bell will be among the 
speakers at a festival sponsored by Democracy for 
America.
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I local obituary

AIDS funding advocate remembered
Colleagues say Springer's 
legacy will live on among 
Houston's AIDS activists
By RICH ARENSCHIELDT

AIDS activists this week mourned the 
loss of former Houstonian Michael 
Springer, who died May 6 in Dallas.

Springer, 55, was known locally, 
statewide, and nationally as Executive 
Director of the Houston Regional 
HIV/AIDS Resource Group, an adminis­
trative agency that oversees the dis­
bursement of millions of dollars in 
state and federal funds to assist HIV-pos­
itive Texans.

A native Texan, Springer was born in 
Big Spring on May 23, 1949. He attended 
Baylor University, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, and Texas Women’s 
University

His professional career was varied but 
had a consistent central thread - assisting 
those in need. Throughout the 1980s, he 
served as a minister and worked as a hos­
pital oncology chaplain before entering 
the field of HIV program management 
and resource administration.

At the time of his death, he was pursu­
ing a Ph.D. in public health.

He was famous for his encyclopedic

Former Houstonian Michael Springer, who headed 
up the Houston Regional HIV/AIDS Resource Group, 
died May 6 in Dallas.

knowledge of the complex milieu of state 
and federal HIV funding sources. Springer 
was one of a very select group of adminis­
trative agents who understood all of the 
legislative and regulatory elements sur­
rounding HIV funding.

According to E. Ross Craft, longtime 
chair of The Resource Group, “Michael 
was nationally recognized as one of the 
few who could negotiate the maze of 
HIV/AIDS funding. Additionally, he was 
completely passionate with regard to the 
work of The Resource Group. His devotion 

to the community was unparalleled.”
Others working at Houston’s AIDS 

service organizations expressed heartfelt 
respect for Springer. Longtime colleague 
and friend Dr. Jack Nemecek remembers 
Springer’s unique interpersonal abilities.

“I was so impressed with his profes­
sionalism, his intelligence and dedication 
to the work he was charged to do,” 
Nemecek said. “He was expert at dealing 
with people, he knew everybody in the 
field and his opinions were sought out and 
well-respected. Michael shared his expert­
ise freely with all who needed it - he was a 
true collaborator.”

Yvette Proctor, current executive 
director of The Resource Group, mir­
rored the view of many when she noted, 
“Michael’s passing was a profound shock 
to all of us. To those with whom he 
worked he was a mentor, role model, con­
fidante and friend. His humor and pas­
sion inspire us to continue the legacy he 
started - one that assures that HIV-posi­
tive consumers have a voice in the care 
and services they receive.

Those who knew him have said that 
Springer’s kindness and willingness to 
impart knowledge to others, combined 
with his decade of leadership in HIV 
funding and service delivery, will contin­
ue to beneficially impact the lives of 
thousands of HIV-positive men, women, 
and children - a legacy of which he 
would be justifiably proud.

www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTON VOICE

national
Ed Gallagher activist,dies
Outsports.com reported that activist Ed 
Gallagher died on May 4 at his home in 
New Rochelle, N.Y. of a heart condition. 
Gallagher, who was the author of three 
books, was a starting tackle at the 
University of Pittsburgh. He was so 
ashamed of being gay that, at age 27, he 
tried to kill himself by rolling off the 
edge of the Kensico Dam in Westchester 
County His attempt was unsuccessful, 
but he did sustain a spinal cord injury 
and was confined to a wheelchair. He 
went on to create a nonprofit organiza­
tion and Web site called “Alive to Thrive,” 
which was dedicated to “promoting sui­
cide prevention, emotional and sexual 
health, creativity and potential, and the 
free expression and rights of all individu­
als.” In 1994, Gallagher wrote “Johnny in 
the Spot,” a novel that looks at the experi­
ences of a gay man named Johnny 
Spokain who also suffers a spinal injury 
His other works are “Will I Live Another 
Day Before I Die: Thoughts on Suicide 
and Life” and “Roller Coaster Release: A 
Collection of Organized Chaos.” “Mr. 
Ed’s Corral” was the name of a cable tel­
evision talk show hosted by Gallagher, 
which began in 1986; it covered a number 
of disability related topics. “The show 
was an extension of Ed and committed to 
the issues he took to heart,” wrote Cyd 
Zeigler on Outsports.com. “While he was 
the shortest guy in the room, sitting in 
his wheelchair, from the moment I met 
him, he was always the biggest person in 
the room.”

■

1
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C.A.N.O.E. is a series of wellness workshops focusing on the 
healing power of creativity. Participants are welcome to bring any 
project they would like to work on (jewelry-making, scrapbooking, 
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Participation is free to all ages 15 and up. RSVP required.

To register, email wellness@resurrectionmcc.org or call 713-861-9149.
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State Rep. Garnett Coleman (D-Houston) was a close ally of House member Joe Moreno, who was killed last 
week in a car crash.

Moreno kept House colleagues 
going when battles were lost
MORENO, continued from Page 1

unions. The measure needed 100 votes to 
prevail in the House, and it received 101.

In the truck with Moreno May 6 as 
he drove back to Austin from a Houston 
Rockets game were State Rep. Rafael 
Anchia (D-Dallas) and Monica Pinon, a 
legislative aide to Rep. Joe Pickett (D-El 
Paso). Anchia sustained minor 
injuries, but Pinon was hospitalized 
with broken bones.

Department of Public Safety investiga­
tors said Moreno appeared to have veered 
onto the shoulder and overcompensated, 
causing his four-wheel-drive truck to slide 
into a ditch and overturn.

Those who worked closely with Moreno 
were still in shock on Thursday, a day 
after his funeral in Houston.

State Rep. Garnet Coleman (D-Houston) 
said legislators from both sides of the 
political spectrum will miss Moreno 
because he was a uniting force.

“He knew how to bring people together 
through their commonality,” he said.

With a Republican-dominated House 
and Senate, Coleman said, Democrats rely 
on one another for support.

“We work in teams,” he said. “It’s lone­
ly when you are in the opposition, but it’s 
not lonely when you are in groups. When 
you have someone like Joe, who can say, 
‘Come on, let’s get this done,’ it makes a 
difference.”

Moreno was first elected to House 
District 143 in 1998 and was serving his 
fourth term at the time of his death.

He was introduced to state politics 
when he was hired as chief of staff for 
State Rep. Jessica Farrar (D-Houston).

Speaking at his funeral Wednesday, 
Farrar could hardly hold back the tears as 
she talked about Moreno as a colleague 
and as a friend.

“He made everything fun, and he made

everything seem possible,” she said. “He 
always knew what he wanted and had a 
plan to get it.”

Farrar said Moreno made it no secret 
when he worked for her that his goal was 
to become a state representative.

She added that he worked tirelessly for 
children, the poor and senior citizens.

The 90-minute Catholic service drew 
more than 1,500 mourners and featured a 
mariachi band.

Among those in attendance were Gov. 
Rich Perry, Houston Mayor Bill White, fel­
low legislators and longtime friends from 
his East-End Houston neighborhood.

Many of Moreno’s colleagues 
expressed shock after hearing news of the 
fatal accident.

State Rep. Martha Wong (R-Houston) 
said even though she and Moreno were 
often on opposite sides of an issue, he eas­
ily won her respect.

“I saw him as a very caring person and 
a very inclusive person,” she said. “He 
always made us laugh. It is so tragic, but I 
know he is in a better place than we are.”

Randall Ellis, executive director of the 
Lesbian/Gay Lobby of Texas (LGRL) said 
Moreno’s death has left a pale of sadness 
over the state capitol.

“Joe was a great friend to our commu­
nity,” he said. “He was someone you could 
always depend on to do the right thing.”

Beyond that, he said, “There’s another 
side of this. It really hurts our folks in 
terms of putting everything in perspec­
tive. It knocked the wind out of our folks.”

Coleman added, “He was an integral 
part of this fight for what’s right. I don’t 

"’think people understand how hard it is to 
lose all the time and keep going.”

When he and his colleagues found it diffi­
cult to pick themselves up and go on, Coleman 
said, it was Moreno who urged them on.

“He knew that a demoralized group of 
people will lose it,” Coleman said.
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Oregon, California move on marriage
By EARTHA MELZER

Oregon Rep. Dennis Richardson (R-Central 
Point) has introduced a reciprocal benefits bill 
(HB 3476) in an attempt to counter SB 1000, a 
bill that would create civil unions and ban dis­
crimination based on sexual orientation and 
which has strong support in the Senate.

Scott Jorgenson, legislative assistant for 
Rep. Richardson, said that he expects to know 
within the next week or so whether the recip­
rocal benefits bill will receive a committee 
hearing. Jorgenson said that the bill is mod­
eled on one enacted in Hawaii in 1997.

“Last November Oregonians voted to 
define marriage as between a man and a 
woman with measure 36, which received 57 
percent of the vote,” Jorgenson said. “SB1000 
runs counter to what the people said they 
wanted. We wanted to address all the basic 
fairness issues that came up ... transfer of 
property hospital visitation.”

Basic Rights Oregon, a statewide gay and 
lesbian advocacy organization, calls the recip­
rocal benefits bill “unfair, inadequate and 
insulting.” In a letter to members, BRO said, 
“This bill is an attempt by rehgious extremists 
to appear “moderate”, to undermine any real 
chance at fairness for same-sex couples and to 
dominate the terms of this debate by making 
civil unions look too extreme for Oregon.”

BRO said that reciprocal benefits would 
provide only a handful of benefits, most of 
which can already be achieved through con­
tracts; that the reciprocal benefits plan 

degrades committed same-sex relationships 
by treating them the same as other groups 
that cannot marry; and that this plan would 
not provide equal protections for gay men and 
lesbians under the state constitution.

Kara Suffredini, legislative lawyer for the 
National Gay & Lesbian Task Force said that 
though reciprocal benefits are being offered as 
an alternative to civil unions in Oregon, the 
two are not comparable systems.

“The limited benefits they offer are 
nowhere near a substitute for marriage-relat­
ed rights and obligations. For example, a part­
ner to a reciprocal beneficiary relationship 
need not inform the other partner before ter­
minating the relationship—he/she must sim­
ply file notice with the state.”

Suffredini said that benefits offered under 
reciprocal benefits plans are geared toward 
couples and do not provide family-oriented 
benefits, such as survivorship rights and 
applicability of parenting and divorce laws.

In 1993, the Hawaii Supreme Court ruled 
that it is unconstitutional to deny gay couples 
the right to marry The Court said the govern­
ment had no compelling interest in denying 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples. Then 
the Hawaii Legislature passed a Defense of 
Marriage Act banning same-sex marriage 
and a reciprocal benefits law.

Under the Hawaiian plan, reciprocal bene­
ficiaries must be legally prevented from mar­
rying one another, 18 years old, not married 
and not in another reciprocal beneficiary rela­
tionship. The law does not require that the 

people five in the same place. The law went 
into effect in 1997 and granted 60 rights to reg­
istered beneficiaries. Some of these benefits 
expired in 1999 when the Hawaii Legislature 
did not renew some of the bill. The current 
law provides reciprocal beneficiaries very 
limited rights, including inheritance without 
a will, worker’s compensation, protection 
under domestic violence laws and standing to 
sue for the wrongful death of a partner.

Vermont also has a system of reciprocal 
benefits that was created by the same law that 
established civil unions for same-sex partners 
in that state. In Vermont reciprocal benefici­
aries must be related to one another to an 
extent that they cannot marry The rights 
granted these couples are mainly within a 
medical context such as hospital visitation 
and medical decision-making.

Both the California Senate and House judi­
ciary committees moved May 10 to block the 
progress of a state constitutional amendment 
that would ban same-sex marriage.

California law has prohibited same sex 
marriage since 1977. Since then California has 
developed the country’s most comprehensive 
domestic partnership system. In California 
domestic partnership conveys the same rights 
granted by marriage in Massachusetts or by 
civil unions in Vermont, and, as of this 
October in Connecticut.

Last month the Senate Judiciary passed 
the Religious Freedom & Civil Marriage 
Protection Act, which would allow same-sex 
couples to marry Opponents of same-sex mar-

■

Rep. Dennis Richardson has introduced a reciprocal 
benefits bill that would grant same-sex couples fewer 
rights than would be granted by Oregon's civil unions 
bill which is under consideration by the Senate.

riage have vowed to seek a referendum to 
amendment the constitution to ban same-sex 
marriage. Earher this year a San Francisco 
Superior Court ruled that the state law 
against same-sex marriage is unconstitution­
al. This decision is in the process of appeal.
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national news

Brain responses differ among gays, straights
Swedish researchers 
boost biological link 
to homosexuality
By LOU CHIBBARO JR.

Researchers in Sweden have discovered 
that a section of the brain that may be linked 
to sexual arousal responds differently in gay 
and straight men who were asked to smell 
chemical scents extracted from male and 
female sex hormones.

Swedish neuroscientists report findings 
showing that the hypothalamus region of 
the brain responded in a similar way in a 
group of gay men and heterosexual women 
after both groups sampled odors obtained 
from male perspiration.

Brain functions of the study subjects were 
examined through separate positron emis­
sion tomography, or “PET” scans, and mag­
netic resonance imaging, or “MRI,” tests.

The same imaging tests given to a sample 
of heterosexual men showed that their hypo­
thalamuses did not respond with neurologi­
cal activity in the same way to the odor from 
male perspiration but did respond to a sepa­
rate odor obtained from an estrogen-like 
substance found in women’s urine.

The sample of gay men and heterosexual 
women, in turn, showed no significant neu­
rological response in their hypothalamuses 
when asked to sample the odor from the 
female substance, known as EST.

The study was conducted by a team of 
researchers from the Department of 
Clinical Neuroscience & Medicine at 
Karolinska University Hospital in

Ivanka Savic was one of the authors of a Swedish 
study that found gay men and women have the same 
sexual response to certain male smells. Straight men 
do noj have similar responses.

Stockholm,. Sweden. It was published in 
the May 10 edition of the Proceedings of 
the U.S. National Academy of Sciences.

The test subjects were also asked to 
smell several “control” substances, such as 
lavender oil, cedar oil, and butanol, the 
study said. These substances did not trigger 
any hypothalamic responses during the 
brain imaging tests, the study said.

Supports genetic theory
Some scientists familiar with the study 

said it appears to support the theory, 
advanced by previous studies, that link sex­
ual orientation to the genetic makeup of 
individuals through mechanisms believed to 
be acquired at birth rather than through 
psychological factors.

The odor obtained from male perspiration 
used in the Swedish study comes from a 

testosterone derivative called AND, the 
Swedish researchers said in them study

Ivanka Savic, Hans Berglund, and Per 
Linstrom — the lead researchers in the 
Swedish study — conclude that their findings 
provide new evidence that pheromones might 
play a role in human sexuality:

The three researchers also state that their 
study “further indicates hypothalamic 
involvement in physiological processes relat­
ed to sexual orientation in humans.”

But they express caution that the different 
responses in the hypothalamus between gay 
men and heterosexual men could be related to 
“an acquired sensitization to AND stimuli in 
the hypothalamus [among gay men]... due to 
repeated sexual exposure to men.” They also 
note that they exposed their research subjects 
to far higher concentrations of the hormone- 
produced odors than would be expected in 
normal human interaction, and that the high­
er concentrations could have played a role in 
the hypothalamic responses.

Sandra Witelson, a specialist in brain 
anatomy with the DeGroote School of 
Medicine at McMaster University in Ontario, 
Canada, told the Associated Press that the 
Swedish study “clearly shows a biological 
involvement in sexual orientation.”

The Swedish study follows findings in the 
early 1990s by U.S. researcher Simon LeVay 
which showed that the hypothalamus region 
of the brain is significantly larger in hetero­
sexual men than it is in gay men and hetero­
sexual women. LeVay conducted his research 
by measuring the size of the hypothalamuses 
of human cadavers.

The study by the Swedish researchers 
also follows a study published earlier this 
month in the journal Human Genetics by 
National Institutes of Health researcher 
Dean Hamer identifying similarities in the 

chromosomes of a sample of gay brothers. 
Hamer’s latest study is a follow-up to his pre­
vious research showing the existence of 
clusters of gays within families, a develop­
ment that suggests, Hamer and other 
researchers said, a link between homosexu­
ality and the genetic makeup of individuals.

Hamer called his findings important 
because they reinforce the theory that 
“sexual orientation is at least partially 
genetic and that there are many different 
genes, not just one or two,” that may be 
linked to sexual orientation.

According to the report this week in the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, the Swedish researchers used a 
total of 36 people as subjects for their study. 
The 36 were divided into three groups of 12: 
gay men, heterosexual men, and heterosex­
ual women. All 23 were “healthy, un-med- 
icated, right-handed, and HIV-negative,” 
the study report says. The report says all 36 
were also within a similar age range and 
had a similar level of education.

The report said all of the heterosexual 
men and women scored a “0” on the Kinsey 
scale of heterosexuality/homosexuality 
while all of the gay men scored a 6 on the 
Kinsey scale. The scale, developed by famed 
sex researcher Alfred Kinsey, uses a 0 to 
describe people who say they engage solely in 
opposite sex sexual activity throughout their 
lives. A score of 6 is used to describe people 
who engage solely in same-sex sexual activity 
during their lifetime.

Brian Mustanski, a university of 
Illinois researcher who worked with 
Hamer on the study linking chromosomes 
to gay siblings, called the study by the 
Swedish researchers “very well done” and 
a significant advance in findings suggest­
ing a genetic link to sexual orientation.

'Ex-gays' insist on being part of Md. sex ed class
SEX ED, continued from Page 1

maintained by supporters has posted the 
curriculum. The Montgomery County 
Board of Education unanimously 
approved the new curriculum last year.

Falwell group claims victory
Mat Staver, president of the Liberty 

Counsel, said on the organization’s Web 
site that the judge’s decision granting a to­
day injunction was a major victory, calling 
it, “the most significant curriculum deci­
sion ever.”

“Yesterday’s decision snatched our 
youth out of the jaws of a radical homo­
sexual agenda,” Staver said.

Liberty Counsel is a non-profit law firm

O MORE INFO
Montgomery County Public Schools
850 Hungerford Drive
Rockville, MD 20850
www.mcps.kl2.md.us 

that provides free representation for 
Christians. It is involved in the effort to 
introduce the teaching of creationism in 
public schools.

The Liberty Counsel is affifiated with 
Jerry Falwell’s Liberty University which 
was involved in stopping the manual recount 
in Florida during the 2000 election and was in 
the news recently for its involvement in the 
Terri Schiavo case and its arguments before 
the Supreme Court in favor of the public dis­
play of the Ten Commandments.

The plaintiffs in this case have said that 
because Montgomery County is a large and 
affluent school district, what happens in its 
curriculum will have wide-ranging effects.

There has been widespread media cov­
erage of the controversy.

David Fishback was chair of the citi­
zens’ advisory committee, a group of par­
ents, teachers and community members 
that worked for two years to create the 
updates for the Sth grade and 10th grade 
health education curriculum after receiv­
ing reports from teachers that the old cur­
riculum was inadequate.

“The judge is put in a difficult posi­
tion,” Fishback said, “and the points that 
he makes have some merit.”

Fishback said that the plaintiffs filed 78 
pages of legal and factual assertions and 
the Montgomery County School Board had 
less than 48 hours to respond.

Fishback said that it appears that the 
judge may not have understood that the dis­
cussion of religious views that the plain­
tiffs presented as part of the curriculum 
were actually part of a teacher resource 
section that is not distributed to students.

“There are 22 teacher resources,” 
Fishback said, “the objectionable material 
is in three of the 22 teacher resources we 
selected to accompany curriculum.”

'Venom' in the curriculum
The only statement about religion in 

the curriculum is one statement in the Sth 
grade curriculum that different religions 
have different views on homosexuality 
and that the views of individuals within a 
religion vary.

“In hindsight we should have selected dif­

ferent resources because they do express a 
viewpoint,” Fishback said. “But as a result of 
this controversy, people do understand that 
there are a variety of viewpoints.”

Fishback said the judge said nothing 
negative about anything that is in the cur­
riculum and that the teacher resources 
that formed the basis for his ruling could 
be removed.

“This is a science course,” Fishback 
said, and the school is not required to pro­
vide a venue for theological debate.

Wayne Besen, author of ‘Anything But 
Straight: Unmasking the Scandals & Lies 
Behind the Ex-Gay Myth,” said in a statement 
that PFOX is not a credible organization and 
that the lawsuit against Montgomery County 
is frivolous and should be dropped.

“PFOX is the most despicable anti-gay 
group in the nation because its main 
thrust is to infiltrate schools and inject 
venom into the curriculum,” Besen said. 
“This is an attempt to put a right-wing 
program into place that will tear down gay 
students and make them vulnerable to the 
appeals of charlatans such as PFOX.”
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He's the hairdresser to the stars of drag
Leon Schwartz spent 
28 years ratting and 
rolling the hair of 
some of drag's most 
famous queens.
By JOHNNY MADDOX

In the glitzy and glamorous world of 
female impersonation, someone has to be 
the expert when it comes to creating 
those beautiful, elegant coiffures that 
adorn the heads of all those aspiring 
beauty queens, not to mention painting 
the fabulous faces that ultimately trans­
form mere men into gorgeous women.

For the last 28 years, that someone has 
been Leon “Lee” Schwartz, a native 
Houstonian with varied interests and by 
all accounts a force to be reckoned with.

Schwartz attended beauty school in 
the late 1970s and quickly found his way 
into the world of wigs, lashes and mas­
cara. Immediately, his talent was recog­
nized and he was hired to do hair at the 
legendary Copa, which featured the 
Fabulous Four every Sunday night.

Schwartz was the first one to put 
Tandi Andrews in drag and even gave her 
that now famous name.

When he was hired at the Copa, he 
replaced the talented Robert Clanton at his 
own request and soon acquired a list of 
superstar entertainers that impressed even 
the most jaded of pageant aficionados.

The list included porn star Jeff 
Stryker, singer Anita Ward, impression­
ist Kenny “Claude” Sasha, as well as 
disco icon Grace Jones.

The list of female impersonators is 
equally impressive with names like 
Tiffany Jones, Donna Day, Hot Chocolate, 
Naomi Sims, Tasha Kohl, Charlie, Nikki 
Hansen, Paivi, Dyan Micheals, Tina 
Alexander, Taylor Kennedy, Candy 
Holliday, Black Velvet!, Coco, Jerry 
Harper, Tiffany Arieaugus, (the mouth of 
the south) Ernestine, Brandi West, 
Tommy Ross, Netasha Edwards, Laura 
Lee Love (formder of the Royal Sovereign 
Imperial Court of the Single Star), Miss 
High Energy Cheree, and Kelly Lauren.

The list and travels are truly endless. His 
first actual pageant contestant was Sabrina 
DeLorean for Miss Gay Houston 1980, and 
of course Jill Jordan, who won Miss Lone 
Star Country 1981. Thus began a twenty- 
five year association that netted three state 
and three national titles collectively

“It’s been a very enlightening and 
growing period of my life,” Schwartz 
said. “I love all the people I have met and

Leon Schwartz rats and chats with Jill Jordan in preparation for a recent drag event. (Photo by Dalton De 
Hart)
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worked with over the years. Each and 
every one has been an inspiration to me, 
and I think the association has helped me 
evolve into who I am today.”

His best friend and protege for most of 
his career was Paivi Lee Love, whom he 
quickly molded and trained to be a self- 
sufficient entertainer. Their crowning 
achievement was Love being crowned 
Miss Galaxy in 1998.

Love’s death a year later was devastat­
ing, Schwartz acknowledged.

“It was life altering for me because he 
had been a member of my family for over 
twenty years,” Schwartz said. “It made 
me review and assess my own existence 
and motivated me to appreciate and made 
me strive to raise the quality of my life.”

He has gone on in his typical style to 
persevere and stay focused on his goals.

f3) Leon lee' Schwartz
Age: 45
Birthplace: Houston
Home: Houston
Education: Houston Community College
Relationship Status: Single
Pets: Diva Kitty and Max the Boxer

After returning to college a few years ago, 
Schwartz made the Dean’s List with a 3.77 
grade point average. He has started a new 
career in Public Relations and Marketing.

“I went back to college to prove to 
myself that I was who I always thought I 
was at a time I was questioning myself,” 
Schwartz admitted.

Today he still works with a select few 
of drag’s elite, but is always willing to 
work his magic on a deserving newcomer 
for a moderate fee.

He is currently managed by Texas 
Entertainment Agency and is available 
for consultations and services.

In addition to hair and make-up, 
Schwartz is Public Relations and Quality 
Assurance Director for Houston Medical 
Transfer, a local emergency medical service.

In March, he coordinated a marketing 
blitz to benefit Texas Children’s Hospital 
Auxiliary, which was a rousing success. 
He confided, “Marketing has always been 
an interest of mine and thanks to my sis­
ter, Trixy, who gave me the confidence 
and support to go for it, it has been a very 
successful decision.”

Schwartz, who turned 45 on May 10, 
enjoys gardening at the new home he 
shares with his extended family, sister 
Trixy, Laura, two teens, Diva kitty, as well 
as a loving and spoiled Boxer named 
Max.

“They are my family like any other 
family, my support system, my guardian 
angels and a top reason I am so happy 
today,” he said.

Recently he was diagnosed with dia­
betes and other health issues and has had 
to take charge of his health by losing 
some excess weight. He has cut his once 
long hair, giving him a healthier and 
younger appearance.

“It’s truly sad that it takes the shock of 
having health problems to make you 
want to live,” Schwartz said. “For proba­
bly the first time in my life, my world is 
turning and I am on it and participating.”

Having survived two near deadly hate 
crimes in the past, he has never allowed 
those events to make him bitter or afraid 
of attempting his day-to-day life or goals. 
He approaches life with the determina­
tion to tackle any task, whether it’s mar­
keting, hair and make-up or gardening, 
and to succeed at all cost.
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Janice Merritt (left) and her partner, Anita Jones, were among those in attendance at a spiritual Splash 
Day service conducted by Jeffrey Campbell, pastor of Fresh Start Church.

At a reception following Da Camera's season finale, 
'Gypsies and Bohemians,’ ticket manager David 
Braddon joined Artistic Director and pianist Sarah 
Rothenberg and violinist Geoff Nuttall to celebrate a 
successful 2004-2005 season.

1

Doug Smith swings hard during Montrose 
Softball League play last Sunday.

During the PFLAG-H.A.T.C.H. scholarship dinner last week, Jacob Omelas received one of the awards as 
his mother, Leo Omelas, and sister, Paula Omelas, helped him celebrate.

Violinist Geoff Nuttall (left) talked with cellist 
Sonia Wieder-Atherton and Da Camera 
Executive Director Sarah Duck Loudermilk after 
the organization's season finale last week.

Bella Terrazza
2840 Chimney Rock • Houston, Texas 77056 

$150 Per Person
Sponsor Table $2000 (Ten Seats)

Call A.J. Simpson for Tickets - 713-668-3909 
Black Tie • Silent Auction
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Nixon Wheat threw a Derby Day, mint julep 
fundraiser for city Council Candidate Sue Lovell, and 
gathered on the stairs are (from left) Houston City 
Controller Annise Parker, Lovell, Wheat, and politi­
cal strategist Grant Martin.
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Emcee, Frank Billingsley, 
KPRC-TV, Local2 Chief Meteorologist

Entertainment by,
Jerry Atwood 6 Rick Comeaux 
Terry Pierce Tommie Lee Jackson 

Julie Link
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By BINNIE FISHER

n
’M JUST NOT ONE TO BE 
impolite, so what happened 
Monday has me a little 
unnerved.

I had just arrived home 
from work. My partner and 
I live in Brazoria County, 

the county just south of Harris County. 
We’re in a rural area where the breeze 
blows cool even on the hottest days of 
summer and sweeps across our four and a 
half acres.

There is no place better on a hot after­
noon than one of the Adirondack chairs 
that are parked under the oak tree in the 
front yard.

Our community of 3,000 people seemed 
tranquil, and in addition to making 
friends with other gays who live there, 
we’ve found straight friends who are sup­
portive of our relationship.

So, what happened Monday evening 
caught me off-guard.

Someone wheeled onto the property, 
sending all five dogs barking at once.

I opened the door and was greeted by a 
baby-faced man who uttered my name 
and wanted to know if I was that person. 
Up went the iron barrier.

He happily informed me that he want­
ed to invite me to the First Baptist 
Church, to which I reservedly answered, 
“No thank you.”

He persisted, “Well, do you go to 
church?”

Managing to keep a lid on the anger 
that I felt bubbling somewhere just below 
the surface, I answered, “That’s a private 
matter.”

Able to hold back no longer, I blurted 
out, “Besides, you wouldn’t want us. 
We’re lesbians.”

A look of absolute horror grazed his 
face, and he countered, “Well, we don’t 
approve of the lifestyle.”

“It’s not a lifestyle,” I answered. “Now, 
goodbye.”

He ran pretty quickly to his car and 
backed out of the driveway as rapidly as 
possible.

All I can say is he must have caught 
me on the wrong day of the wrong week 
of the wrong month of the wrong year in 
the century.

Houston had just days earlier lost one

of only 29 Texas House members who 
voted against a proposed constitutional 
amendment that would not only ban 
same-sex marriage but would also prohib­
it civil unions.

Rep. Joe Moreno (D-Houston) had been 
killed in a car crash that also injured 
another Democratic legislator and a leg­
islative staffer.

That marriage bill sailed effortlessly 
through the Texas House. Earlier, the 
House had approved an amendment to a 
foster care bill that would prohibit gays 
and lesbians from serving as foster parents.

I guess I attach some blame to the con­
servative Christians for all the setbacks 
gays and lesbians have suffered recently

The baby-faced man at my door could­
n’t have known that. Nor could he have 
known that the Southern Baptists and I 
go way back.

My mother, who had grown up Baptist 
but didn’t care to attend church herself, 
sent my siblings and me to Baptist 
Sunday school and to vacation Bible 
school every summer. That is, until I was 
old enough to refuse to go. Even at a 
young age, I detected something sinister 
beneath all the candy-coated greetings. 
And, I knew I didn’t belong.

In high school I went home one day 
with a classmate whose mother met me at 
the door and demanded to know, “Are you 
saved?”

I gave the classmate the benefit of the 
doubt and went with her to a revival 
meeting at the Southern Baptist Church 
she attended. The visiting preacher railed 
on about women wearing their hair 
short. I had just had all mine chopped off 
earlier that week to about an inch long. 
Enough, already.

When I finally found my way to the 
Episcopal Church in the small town 
where we lived, my mother’s Baptist rela­
tives assured me that now I really was 
going to hell because that’s where all 
Episcopalians were bound. I can only 
imagine what they would have said if 
they had known that in a few short years, 
I would come out of the closet.

Just after college, my mother was 
dying of cancer, and I found myself smol­
dering in a corner because her relative’s 
Southern Baptist preacher thought it was 
his duty to join the deathwatch in her 
hospital room.
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Of course, they asked him to preach 
her funeral. He made note during the 
service that it was her wish to see her 
three children baptized. Since she hadn’t 
spoken a coherent sentence in weeks, I 
wondered when she made that pro­
nouncement.

As if that wasn’t enough, he dropped 
by our house a couple of weeks after her 
burial to finish the job, to bring her three 
sinning offspring to Jesus. As we three 
siblings sat there in that uncomfortable 
moment, I noticed my 11-year-old brother 
turn red. I knew to brace for a storm.

He stood and unleashed a torrent of 
four-letter words, the likes of which I’m 
sure the preacher had not heard before. I 
could barely believe what I was witnessing 
as he ordered the preacher out of the 
house and told him never to show his 
sorry ass at our door again. I felt ashamed 
that the job of ejecting the preacher been 
up to an 11-year-old boy. As the oldest, that 
should have been my move. But then, I 
wasn’t one to be impolite.

The pastor never darkened our door 
again. Surprisingly, the relatives never 
mentioned it. Not one word, though I’m 
sure they knew all the tawdry details.

After my less than gracious encounter 
with a Baptist on Monday, my partner is 
probably justifiably concerned. “Are 
they going to come and burn a cross on 
our lawn?”

As outlandish as that sounds, it’s a 
very real concern in rural Texas. 
Conservative Christians for the most part 
put their white robes and hoods away 
when it became too politically incorrect 
to harass racial minorities. But sexual 
minorities are still fair game.

I worry about the progeny of these reli­
gious zealots. Not long ago, as my partner 
and I were getting out of the car at a near­
by farm store, a teenager roared into the 
parking lot with a large American flag and 
an equally large confederate flag flying 
from his pickup. He looked angry and 
capable of doing some damage.

Within the last two weeks, a black 
woman living in a town just down the high­
way found swastikas painted on her garage 
doors, a hangman’s noose dangling from a 
tree and a cross burning in her yard. A 
gang of 16-year-olds was responsible.

As my partner pointed out, Baptists 
are in control of our community Word 
will get out. Neither of us is comfortable 
hiding in the closet, but I wonder if per­
haps I might have chosen my words more 
carefully when confronting the Baptist.

I guess I could have said, “You would­
n’t want us. We voted for Kerry.” But then 
again, it wouldn’t have carried quite the
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Through faith and hope, I have 

overcome my 'affliction/ but 

it wasn't my homosexuality.

Bye-bye Dr. Bob
EDITORS' NOTE: Dr. Bob Jones III retired as presi­
dent of Bob Jones University on May 7. This is an 
open letter addressing his tenure in office.

DEAR DR. BOB:
In 1980, you told the Associated Press, 

“It would not be a bad idea to bring the 
swift justice today that was brought in 
Israel’s day against murder and rape and 
homosexuality I guarantee it would solve 
the problem post-haste if homosexuals 
were stoned, if murderers were immedi­
ately killed, as the Bible commands.”

At the time of these remarks, you and 
other fundamentalist ministers had gone 
to the White House to deliver petitions to 
President Carter. Your efforts were 
rewarded: The Civil Rights Act has never 
been extended to cover sexual orientation.

Now, you are retiring after 35 years as 
president of Bob Jones University, the 
school in Greenville, S.C., founded in 1927 
by your grandfather. I was a student at 
your various schools for 14 years of your 
35-year administration.

As a seventh grader, I was required to 
attend daily chapel services with the

Rich Merritt, an attorney in Atlanta, has 
written about his experiences at Bob 

Jones University and elsewhere in his book, 
"Secrets of a Gay Marine Porn Star," to be pub­
lished in June by Kensington Press. He can be 
reached at AtlantaWriter@mindspring.com .

5,000-member student body and faculty. In 
this overwhelming forum, I regularly 
heard similar condemnations, such as the 
stoning to death of homosexuals.

In the early 1980s, your late father, the 
chancellor of BJU, preached about a new 
and deadly disease afflicting only homosex­
uals. This ominous disease was proof, he 
said, that God does not tolerate wickedness. 
In the best of circumstances, adolescence 
is an Extremely tough part of life. For 
teenagers struggling with their sexual 
identity and other quandaries of “differ­
entness,” the difficulties of these years 
are monumental. At your self-proclaimed 
“Fortress of Fundamentalism,” a young 
gay person is in hell on earth.

WHEN PRESENTED WITH THE IDEA 
that we are gay by birth and not by choice, 
fundamentalists typically respond that 
through faith and prayer, any gay man or les­
bian can grow in Christ while seeking His 
help in overcoming his or her “affliction.”

Indeed, through faith, hope and experi­
ence, I have made tremendous growth, 
both spiritually and personally, as I’ve 
overcome my “affliction.”

My affliction however, is not my homosex­
uality; rather, my affliction has been the tor­
mented shackles of fundamentalist bigotry

In the 20 years since you handed me 
my Bob Jones Academy high school 
diploma, I’ve slowly and painfully 
learned how to combat the self-hatred I

r

learned in your schools.

THE MAIN DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US 
is that your behef system requires you to 
reject all other belief systems.

My “liberal” belief system requires 
that I maintain respect for opinions, tra­
ditions and practices of all other faiths, 
even those held by people who wish that I 
be stoned to death.

No one on my side is saying that we 
should stone all fundamentalists. In fact, 
although I don’t agree with what you 
believe anymore, as a Marine, I was will­

ing to give my life to protect your right to 
hold extremist beliefs.

After the November 2004 elections, you 
delivered a letter to President Bush in 
which you wrote, “Put your agenda on 
the front burner and let it boil. You owe 
liberals nothing. In your re-election, God 
has graciously granted America a 
reprieve from the agenda of paganism.”

Quite the contrary, Dr. Jones. The only 
hope for America is if people like you 
and I begin to live and work in harmony. I 
realized long ago that you and the funda­
mentalist crowd aren’t going away

Channel 2 focused on the 
wrong transgender angle
To the Editor:

What made me mad about a recent 
news segment on transgender prostitu­
tion that aired on KPRC-TV, Channel 2?

The fact is that many transgender 
people cannot get other work and also 
are not welcome, as the transgenders 
they are, at homeless shelters. They are 
stuck - on the street.

Using me as an example of one -1 
have four college degrees with two pro­
fessional licenses, and I am a former 
Eagle Scout and a Veteran.

And yet, I was unemployable by engi­
neering firms for almost ten years, and 
even when I began to practice law, no 
law firm would mentor or otherwise 
give me an assist of any kind for anoth­
er eighteen years.

If I faced that kind of discrimination 
with those credentials (check them at 
www.nsflaw.us), what do other TG folks 
face? THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
THE STORY!

The only reason that I was not on the 
street hustling is that my spouse chose to 

stand by me. “For richer or poorer, in 
sickness and in health” was the marriage 
vow that she took and stood by

Instead of sensationalizing TG folks 
for KPRC’s ratings, how about doing 
some shows on why we cannot get a fair 
shake?

Our bigoted society - inflamed by 
shows such as KPRC’s - wastes the tal­
ents and education and otherwise kind 
souls of the transgender community 
that I know and love.

Our lifestyle involves a huge, life­
altering struggle - day by day, year in, 
year out - because our brains are telling 
us that we have been brought up in the 
wrong gender

Our lifestyle involves being fired and 
denied employment opportunities that 
were previously open to us. Surely you 
don’t think that those of us forced into 
prostitution get a thrill out of sucking 
or stroking some man’s dirty old thing 
for $20. Give me a break!

We transgenders are an easy target to 
get a TV station the sensation it needs for 
its tawdry tale to attract viewers and sell 
ads. Who is the prostitute there?

PHYLLIS RANDOLPH FRYE
Houston

opinion, doos an 
organization like 
PFLAG need a paid 
national leader?

PFLAG needs an executive to 
coordinate the activities of 
about 500 PFLAG chapters, to 
interface with the politicians in 
Washington, to work for PFLAG 
causes and to act as a source of 
information to alert PFLAG 
chapters as to what is going on 
in Washington that affects 
PFLAG's mission.

JAMES R. DUPREE, 66 
Houston 
Retired

Iff1

We have a national president 
who is a volunteer. We need 
someone giving full attention to 
the business of PFLAG.

NORMA GRAVES, 30-plus 
Houston

Volunteer

PFLAG needs an executive direc­
tor to carry forward the work of 
PFLAG.

THOMAS G. CHAPPELL 61 
Houston 

President/CEO

We need one. It's very important 
that everything be coordinated 
and disseminated through a 
national office. This is an inter­
national organization. It's really 
a full-time job. Volunteers can do 
only so much.

BLAKE WEISSER, 86 
Houston 
Retired

We definitely need one. We need 
-someone to speak out for 
PFLAG.

JANE B. SMITH, 69
Missouri City

Sound off about what's happening in your world at www.houstonvoice.com/soundoff. Interviews and photos by Dalton DeHart
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Megan's new gig 
Move over Ellen, Megan Mullally's 

getting her own talk show, and 
it should sustain her after ’W&G.' 
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after 23 years we still want our MTV
EQUALITY FORUM HONORED GAY-FRIENDLY MUSIC CHANNEL

By YUSEF NAJAFI

IEWERS MIGHT BE SAD BIDDING 
farewell to Karamo and Willie, the two 
gay characters on the latest season of 
MTV’s “The Real World.” But turn on 
the music channel today and you’re 
bound to see other gay men and a few 
lesbians on the channel’s reality shows, 

dating shows and music videos.
During the past 23 years, MTV has not shied from air­

ing gay content. The music channel has presented the 
good, the bad and the downright silly

Among gay audiences, the story of Pedro Zamora, an 
HIV-positive AIDS activist who died shortly after appearing 
on the third season of “The Real World” in the early ’90s, 
stands out for many MTV fans. Add to that the controversy 
surrounding MTV’s coverage of rapper Eminem, whose 
lyrics have offended and insulted gays. And who can forget 
that infamous pseudo-lesbian kiss between Madonna and

V
Ian Rowe, vice-president of MTV says the music chan­

nel has spent a lot of time looking for ways to incorporate 
gay content into its programming without making it seem 
like a bold strategy

“There have been [gay] breakthrough moments,” he 
says, “but I think the key in why we are so successful in 
this area is because we don’t always make a big deal out 
of it.

“We integrate gay characters as regular people in 
our shows,” Rowe says, “whether that be in ‘The Real 
World,’ ‘Made,’ or ‘True Life.’”

THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME A GAY ORGANIZATION 
has honored MTV for its work. Three years ago, 
Equality Forum awarded its International Role Model 
Award to MTV. And in 1999, the Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation bestowed its Fairness Award on 
the music channel.

GLAAD’s executive director, Joan M. Garry, is a for­
mer business development director at MTV She co-creat- 

taken-for-granted and expected part of the real world,” he 
says.

Gross also is the author of “Up From Invisibility: 
Lesbians, Gay Men, and the Media in America.”

“The other side of the coin is that MTV succeeds by 
attracting and holding an audience that is largely 
engaged with popular youth culture,” he says, noting 
that this can be good or bad, depending on the music 
channel’s content. “And often with performers or 
themes that are misogynistic, anti-gay and problematic, 
that’s sort of the nature of the beast.

“One could imagine that if MTV were to try to maintain 
a politically correct line in all of their programming they 
probably would lose much of their audience and their com­
mercial validity” Gross adds. “It would be nice to think of 
them as consistently progressive; it’s probably not realistic.”

Five years ago, gay rights advocates and their sup­
porters, including GLAAD staff members, expressed 
outrage at MTV’s decision to continue airing videos by 
Eminem. Lyrics to one of his songs stated: “My words

•V-
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Among the notable individuals often mentioned when the topic is gay content and MTV are (left to right): Pedro Zamora appeared on The Real World: San Francisco’; MTV's reality show Tm Gay and I’m Getting 
Married’ featured this gay couple; Britney Spears and Madonna's infamous smooch.(Photos courtesy of MTV)

Britney Spears during a live musical performance at the 
20th annual Video Music Awards in 2003.

Equality Forum, a national weeklong gay rights extrava­
ganza in Philadelphia, recently honored MTV and 37 gay 
and lesbian rights advocates for their work. Equality 
Forum, which took place April 25 to May 1, is part of an 
annual effort to share information about the impact of 
homophobia. The event includes 70 programs, parties and 
related special events in various venues throughout the 
city

“There has not been a media company that has had a 
longer-standing commitment to portraying our community 
openly, honestly and inclusively than MTV” says Malcolm 
Lazin, executive director of Equality Forum.

ed the music channel’s Video Music Awards.
Damon Romine, entertainment media director at 

GLAAD, says MTV effectively incorporates gay content on 
the channel on two levels. “They show straight kids in this 
country that [we are] everywhere,” he says, “and gay kids 
can watch the network and find someone to identify with.”

Larry Gross, director of communications at the 
Annenberg School of Communications at the 
University of Southern California, in Los Angeles, says 
when it comes to gay content on television, MTV’s reali­
ty shows have played an important role.

“[MTV’s] invention of a new reality TV genre [began] 
with ‘The Real World,’ [and] was ahead of its time in 
making the inclusion of gay and lesbian characters a 

are like a dagger with a jagged edge/That’ll stab you in 
the head/Whether you’re a fag or a lez/Or the homosex, 
hermaph or a trans-a-vest/Pants or dress/Hate Fags?
The answer’s yes.”

Though MTV did not play this song, activists did not 
want Eminem promoted on the music channel at all.

Gross noted in “Up From Invisibility” that MTV also 
aired music by heavy metal band Guns ‘N’ Roses, even 
though that group’s anti-gay sentiments had been 
expressed in a song. Lyrics to one of the songs included: 
“Faggots they make no sense to me/ They ... spread some 
fucking disease.”

Please see MTV on Page 18

'GIRLIE' LESBIAN: Actress and beauty queen Holland
Vavra admits she liked playing a 'girlie' lesbian. Page 14

'EATING OUT': Two gay films mix straignts and gays and 
offer well-rounded characters and quality fare. Page 15
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CALENDARS FROM

PROVOCATEUR
PROVOCATEUR seis the standards for the finest in sense stunning 

photography featuring a ward-winning artists and photographers
Consistency, dis most anticipated calendars of the year.
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Seven new tittes for 2006. Order online or see your local retailer.
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Get out of your
COMFORT ZONE AND DO 
SOMETHING INCREDIBLE 
FOR THE WORLD!

Explore the world as never before with Red Ribbon 
Adventures, the new concept in exciting travel for 
the gay community. Amazing adventures with 
compassion and hope for the awareness, relief 
and prevention of HIV/AIDS around the world. 
Group and individual adventures to Africa, Asia, 
the Caribbean, Eastern Europe and Latin America. 
HIV/AIDS fundraising, service oriented and aware­
ness campaign trips with cultural immersion 
experiences that will not only touch your senses, 
but your soul as well.

Explore the world with Red Ribbon Adventures - 
the new concept in unique 
travel for the gay community. Jy
Red .>jpj 
Ribbon LzU 
Adventures 
www.redribbonadventures.com 
713-627-7510/888-227-7510
AH prices based on double occupancy and attractions, excursions, accommodations, most 
meals, flights within destination visited, professional guides and much more. Entrust Red 
Ribbon Adventures Travel with all your travel needs - a division of the Uniglobe Planet One 
Travel Group.

theater DON MAINES

QJiwl Beauty queen Holland Vavra gears up for her 

upcoming role at Theater LaB and admits that 

she enjoyed playing a "girly-girly" lesbian.

A ’girly'
AT JUST 22, HOLLAND VAVRA, MISS 
Fort Bend County 2005, is making a name 
for herself, not just in pageant circles but 
also in Houston’s theater scene.

“I just can’t say enough about her abil­
ities,” says Steve Jones, music director 
for two shows in which Vavra starred. 
“She can do it all - act, sing and dance. 
She’s the beauty queen of our cast.”

Vavra opens Tuesday in “A Class Act” 
at Theater LaB. It’s her third musical this 
year in Houston, following her profession­
al acting debut as star of “The Spitfire 
Grill” at Stages Repertory Theater and as 
a “girly-girly” lesbian in “Falsettos” at the 
University of Houston-Downtown. The 
pageant crowd might be stunned to learn 
that Vavra liked playing a lesbian.

“I didn’t have to do anything (sexual),” 
she giggles naively. “(Co-star) Melody 
Smith and I had the most fun playing les­
bians. I got to play the girly-girly of the 
two and wear a very cute dress and 
Farrah Fawcett hair.”

About her hair, Jones says, “Oh, she 
has some serious hair,” and then mutters 
aside, “We’re all jealous.”

As Miss River Oaks in the 2003 Miss 
Texas Scholarship Pageant preliminary 
to Miss America, Vavra sang “Gimme 
Gimme” from “Thoroughly Modern 
Millie,” winning cash scholarships as the 
most talented first-year contestant and 
most talented nonfinalist.

“I couldn’t believe it. I thought I blew it,” 
she says. “But they said I won, and my next 
semester was paid for. It really helped. ”

Last year she was crowned Miss Sam7 
Houston State University-Huntsville, 
where fans flocked to see her as Adelaide 
in “Guys and Dolls,” April in “Company” 
and, in a dramatic change of pace, 
Harper, the Valium-addicted, agoraphobic 
wife of a gay man in “Angels in America.”

“We did a lot of research,” she 
explains. “A nurse from a critical care 
unit came in and talked about AIDS in the 
’80s, and we studied Valium addiction and 
agoraphobia. It is vital for an actor to do 
research. You can add so much more 
depth to a character when you know what 
that person is going through.”

After performing for two years in 
musical variety shows at Six Flags 
Astroworld, Vavra decided to get a leg up

O MORE INFO
"A Class Act" 
May 17-June 26 
Theater LaB 
1706 Alamo St. 
713-868-7516

lesbian

At Theater LaB, Holland Vavra smiles in front of a 
poster in which an actress holds aloft her 
Broadway Tony Award.

"■! i’.
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on breaking into professional theater by 
auditioning for shows in Houston.

Almost immediately, she was cast in 
shows with some of the city’s top talents.

“We had all heard about her voice,” 
remembers Brandon Peters (her love 
interest in “Spitfire”), but we didn’t 
know anything about her professional­
ism or work ethic. Then I did my first 
scene with her, and I was just floored. It 
was amazing to see her completely pull 
that character out of herself.”

THE CHARACTER WAS PERCY, A 
young woman just out of prison trying to 
start a new life. “Our only reservation 
was that she was too pretty,” says Jones. 
“We cut her hair and dyed it and didn’t 
let her wear makeup to try to keep her 
natural beauty from showing through.”

In contrast, Vavra gets to play a beauti­
ful “free spirit” in “A Class Act.” “The roles 
couldn’t be more different,” says Jones.

The part of Lucy also handed Vavra a 
new song to perform in the talent compe­
tition at the 2005 Miss Texas pageant in 
July, “Broadway Boogie Woogie.”

“I heard it. And I thought it was the 
cutest song in the world,” she says.

Lydia Griffin, executive director of 
the Miss Fort Bend County Scholarship 
Pageant, concurred with Vavra’s choice. 
“I adored ‘Gimme Gimme,’ but this song 
shows off Holland’s bubbly personality 
even more,” she explains.

The song by the late Edward Kleban, 
who won a Tony Award and the Pulitzer 
Prize for his lyrics to “A Chorus Line,” is 
a comic look at the real frustrations of 
actors who audition for roles for which 
they might be too thin, too fat, too short 
or too tall.
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ANDY ZEFFER

'Eating Out' deserves some credit for taking risks. 

But overall, the film comes off as overdone and 

sophomoric rather than edgy or cool.

Sex games
“EATING OUT” IS A MOVIE YOU’LL 
either love or hate. There isn’t much 
room in between.

The way the subject matter is dealt 
with is bound to stir up strong opinions 
for the audience. Writer and director Q. 
Allan Brocka strives to satirize gay life 
with a sexy and slick screenplay. The 
problem is, he goes way overboard, espe­
cially with ridiculous one-liners pep­
pered throughout the film.

The film opens with undeniably hot 
Caleb (Scott Lunsford) in sexual role-play 
with girlfriend Tiffani.

Brocka pulls a cheap trick from the 
get-go, by at first making it appear that 
Tiffani is being raped.

Then there’s the twist: Tiffani dumps 
Caleb because he isn’t kinky enough for 
her liking.

In the meantime, Caleb’s gay room­
mate, Kyle, played by gay “American 
Idol” castoff Jim Verraros, is lusting 
over sexy Marc, played by Ryan Carnes, 
currently making a splash as the gay pool 
boy in television’s hottest series, 
“Desperate Housewives.”

Caleb and Kyle go to a party at Marc’s 
where Caleb sets eyes on Marc’s fag hag 
roommate, Gwen (Emily Stiles). Caleb 
poses as a gay guy in an attempt to get 
into Gwen’s pants.

And here’s another twist: Before he 
can do that, he has to date Marc.

WITHIN THE FIRST FIVE MINUTES OF 
the film cheesy phrases like “don’t Heche 
me,” “grabs my corndog,” and 
“geekaziod” are thrown about left and 
right.

Brocka goes overboard on the 
California lingo. Even a college student 
who never left Orange County wouldn’t 
say half this stuff.

Brocka also takes a risk by throwing 
the word fag around loosely, even having 
Caleb’s junior high sister saying the term 
derogatorily on a few occasions.

This might be Brocka’s attempt to take 
power from the word, but many people 
will find it just plain vulgar, not to men­
tion offensive.

Still, the film does get credit for taking 
risks.

There is a clever and well thought out 
sex scene where Gwen is having phone 
sex with Caleb while Marc performs oral 
sex on him. Gwen is thinking Caleb is a**

O MORE INFO
'Eating Out' 
Landmark Greenway 
713-886-8881
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"Desperate Housewives" hunk Ryan Carnes, pic­
tured on the left, gives the one standout perform­
ance in "Eating Out." Here, he tries to steal a kiss 
from co-star Scott Lunsford.

nervous fist-timer and trying to help her 
roommate out by getting him in the 
mood. During this scene, both Lunsford 
and Carnes go full frontal. Many view­
ers will be delighted that both actors dis­
play their manhood for longer than a 
split second.

As for the acting, Carnes is the most 
natural performer in the cast. He dis­
plays a calm realism that the film desper­
ately needs.

Verraros comes off as bitchy and 
whiney. His character is meant to draw 
empathy, but instead, you have the urge 
to shake him by the collar and tell him to 
be a man.

But the most grating character is the 
abrasive and obnoxious Stiles. Her 
histrionics are not helped by the ridicu­
lous Bjork-like hairstyles she is given 
throughout the film. Apparently, the hair 
and make-up department got confused 
and thought they were on the set of 
“Star Wars.”

In the future, Brocka’s films will be far 
more effective if he can just tone things 
down a little.
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Rob Schmerler Insurance Agency
6575 West Loop South, Suite 185
Bellaire, Texas 77401

713.661.7700
www.schmerleragency.com

Your agent. Your advocate. 1
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GETS YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 

STARTED

Felling good about 
yourself and how you 
look is the key. We 
can help you get 
therewith a program 
just for you. 
Call today!

USTON 
YM

1501 Durham Street

713-880-9191
www.houstongym.com
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elife JOHNNY HOOKS

Grand re-openings of favorites, a new 

location for a Galveston bar and a return visit 

by Kristine W — summer has finally arrived

Summer in Montrose
TWO THINGS ALWAYS HERALD THE 
arrival of Houston’s summer in the 
Montrose. First, the rainbow banners 
are hung with care along Westheimer, 
knowing that for the parade you will be 
there. And the cobble stoned streets, 
Michigan and Maryland, have been 
freshly mowed. HotGG saw both this 
week and so we’ll be looking at new 
things springing up.

FIRST THOUGH, HOTGG WOULD BE 
remiss in our duties if we didn’t tell 
you soap lovers to set those Tivo’s to 
record everyday at 1 p.m. on ABC.

Why? Because dear readers, the dev­
astatingly handsome actor, Matt 
Cavanaugh, recently here for Theatre 
Under The Stars’ production of 
“Anything Goes” is involved in a tres 
scandalous romance on HotGG fave 
“One Life to Live.” Cavanaugh plays 
Mark, an idealistic 20-something who, 
it was revealed this week is having an 
affair with newly married Llanview 
District Attorney, Daniel Coulson! 
Cavanaugh’s character has always 
been out gay, but Coulson’s sexuality 
has never been anything but str8. Of 
course, Coulson killed two people to 
cover up the affair (ala “Basic 
Instinct”), but hey, two steps forward 
and one step back is better than none.

OPEN, OPEN, OPEN HAS BEEN THE 
mantra for months now regarding sev­
eral Houston area bars and clubs. Well, 
get ready to karaoke till you drop 
because Guava Lamp is back! Thejiew 
location at 570 Waugh Drive and 
D’Amico is simply swank with 1,000 
square feet more room! Texture is the 
key here, as all the comfy semi-circular 
banquettes are swathed in faux-suede, 
as are the electric orange library 
chairs. Mosaic-tiled lamps hang 
throughout the bar, giving everyone 
that perfect glow. The pool table is 
chalked and ready, and your favorite 
games made the move too.
Congratulations to Woody Gould. Stop 
by and say HotGG sent you.

IF YOU ARE DOWN ON GALVESTON 
Isle this weekend, step into 
Undercurrent at their new location, 
2409 Market, Saturday to experience 
the official grand opening! Kids, we’re 
talking multi-levels, 15,000 square feet 
of space and six, count them six differ­
ent venues including Thrust, the 
Arena, the Blue Room and the 
Garden Room. The hardest working 
girl on the Isle, Misty Valdez, hosts a 
fundraiser there on May 14 as well. If 

you miss that show, fear not. She’ll 
also be hosting one at 3RD Coast 
Beach Bar next Saturday, May 21. For 
more information check out 
www. undercurrentgalveston. com and 
www.3rdcoastbar.com or call 409-750- 
8571 for Undercurrent and 409- 765-6911 
for 3rd Coast.

FINALLY, THE KING, OR MAKE THAT 
Queen of Houston queer nightclubs, 
Rich’s, returns on Saturday, May 21 
with mega-diva Kristine W singing 
her nine number-one hits! HotGG 
began our nightclubbing in 1983 on the 
night Rich’s first opened its doors. We 
went through the first closing when the 
club was re-christened Mecca, its clos­
ing, and the several incarnations of 
Rich’s since then. So we will be there 
again on May 21 to see the incredible 
improvements owner Nassim Joseph 
has made to our friend of 20 plus years. 
You are not going to believe it when you 
see it dear ones, trust me! The sound 
and lighting systems alone boggle the 
mind and shake your soul. Tickets are 
now available online at www.richs- 
houston.com ($15 advance, $20 door) 
and at M2M Fashion. This will be a sell­
out event, so purchase tickets in 
advance to guarantee entrance or you’ll 
be standing outside. 21 and up only 
(yay!) and you can call 713-759-9606 for 
more info. The Houston Voice and sis­
ter publication Genre magazine will be 
giving away “Dynasty: The Complete 
Season One” DVDs too!

JOE WATTS OF THEATRE NEW 
West is having an opening of sorts. It’s 
a garage sale to help raise money for 
the theater troupe Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 436 Hawthorne at Garrett. 
Some of the great stuff includes dish­
es, clothing, lots of costume jewelry, 
women’s shoes, paintings, artwork, 
Broadway musical recordings, theater 
books and other unusual items.

OUR FINAL OPENING IS THE GAY 
Men’s Chorus of Houston’s “Razzle 
Dazzle,” saluting Broadway legends 
Kander and Ebb. The small ensemble, 
VocalEase, sings all your faves from 
“Chicago” to “Cabaret” Saturday at 8 
p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. at Bering 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church, 1440 Harold. Tix are only $20.

If you have any club announcements or 
events, email them to 

jhooks@houstonvoice.com or call 
713-529.-8490. See you on the Go-Go!
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Talk of the town
Megan Mullally gabs, 
Arianna Huffington 
blogs and Marcia 
Cross smooches

When Dish reported several weeks 
ago that “Will & Grace” has been 
renewed for an eighth season, she said 
it will probably be the show’s last hur­
rah. Most likely, many of you, dear 
readers, were horribly upset. “What 
will we do without the show,” you 
might have wondered. “And more 
importantly, what will happen to 
MEGAN MULLALLY’s career?”

Dish has an answer to at least one of 
your questions. Reuters reports that the 
bisexual actress, who is married to a 
man, is going to have her own talk show.

Sources told the news organization 
that the diva who won an Emmy for 
portraying the hard-drinking Karen 
Walker is in final negotiations to sign 
up for a syndicated daytime talk show 
that will begin airing in 2006. NBC 
Universal Domestic Television 
Distribution will produce the show, so 
its schedule will coincide with 
Mullally’s work on “W&G.” And, if by 
some freak of nature, the sitcom 
returns for a ninth year, Mullally will 
be able to do both projects.

It’s said that Mullally, well known for 
her vocal as well as comedic talents, will 
be getting in the “mid-seven figures.” 
Wowie. Add that to the $13 million or so 
she’s getting for the next “W&G” season, 
and Ms. Mullally will never have to 
marry for money like poor Karen.

Fit to print
It’s not a talk show, but political com­

mentator ARIANNA HUFFINGTON
has a new day job. This week, she 
launched her own blog called the
Huffington Post 
(www.huffington- 
post.com). To com­
bat the proliferation 
of conservative 
news outlets, 
Huffington enlisted 
a number of liberal 
celebrity and high- 
profile friends to 
post their thoughts 
about news and

Arianna Huffington

world events on the site.
On its first day “Seinfeld” alumna 

JULIA LOUIS-DREYFUS and her hus­
band, comedian BRAD HALL, posted a» 
tongue-in-cheek entry about gay mar­
riage.

“Gay marriage destroys real mar­
riage,” Hall wrote. “Now, when I come 
home to my wife, I feel nothing. How 
could I? SHE COULD BE A MAN! 
Thanks a lot, gays. Thanks for render-

Megan Mullally won't be fading away once Will & 
Grace' leaves the air.

r
*■-* • ।

j__________

ing our vows obsolete.”
Huffington should know something 

about gay marriage, because her ex- 
husband, politico MICHAEL HUFFIN­
GTON, came out in 1998.

Also posting about gay topics is gay 
playwright Jon Robin Baitz, who talks 
about his upcoming play “The Paris 
Letter,” about a gay man in the ’60s 
who tries to make himself straight. 
ELLEN DeGENERES writes about the 
plight of wild horses. No kidding!

And gay politico and former 
Recording Industry Association of 
America head HILARY ROSEN chats 
about how hard it is to program her iPod.

And Dish was worried that the site 
might focus too much on politics.

Cross examined
“Desperate Housewives” stars MAR­

CIA CROSS and FELICITY HUFF­
MAN, who play Bree and Lynette, 
respectively, on the show had a humor­
ous reaction to their unplanned onstage 
kiss at the GLAAD Media Awards cere­
mony in Los Angeles on May 1.

“Eve been want­
ing to do that all 
year,” Huffman 
joked to “Access 
Hollywood” after 
the event.

“She just grabbed 
me and I went with 
it. It was a little 
short, I thought... I
don’t think my pub- Marcia Cross 
licist would have let 
that happen,” Cross added.

She shouldn’t be laughing too hard. It 
was just a few months ago that Internet 
rumors about her sexual orientation had 
Cross coming out as straight (but sup­
portive of gays) on ABC’s “The View.”

Send comments, suggestions to
| Dish@houstonvoice.com

Gay owned and operated!

Se habla espanol.

4..-X

FREE
Consultations! i

Octavio Barrios, M.D.
Carol Donnelly, P.A.-C

106 Westheimer 

at Bagby and Westheimer

713.942.SKIN

Hair Removal
Enhanced Skin Rejuvenation
- removes blemishes and wrinMes:

an alternative to facelift.

Acne (Active & Scars)

Rosacea, Shaving Bumps 

Face & Leg Veins 

Laser Peel/Resurfacing 
Restylane® Botox®

15% new patient service discount! 25% package discount!

We specialize in cosmetic laser procedures.

See before and after pictures

s

Size Doesn't Matter...

www.MyCateringCompany.com

1220 Taft Street

Houston Texas 77019 

713-529-6255
info@MyCateringCompany.com

Full Service Catering 

Corporate Events 
Carry Outs & Delivery 

From Breakfast to Late Dinners

it's all about

Now anoler 
NEW Maiui^cweni. 
Our Family Scrvina

Your Family

OPEN 24 HOURS

520.8281
, montrosediner.com

1111 WESTHEIMER - OPEN for Breakfast,
Lunch and Dinner with a full bar 1 DAYS 

a week. Early Morning and Late Night
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« \ BETHEL EVANGELICAL
. J LUTHERAN CHURCH (UCC)

No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, 
you're welcome at Bethel, the "Church with Open Arms." 

Visit our Open and Affirming community this Sunday!

1107 Shepherd Drive @ Center Street Sunday School 9:00 AM
Houston, TX 77007 • 713-861-6670 Sunday Worship 10:30 AM

www.bethelhouston.org Wednesday Worship 6:00 PM

LASER HAIR REMOVAL
•$149 FULL BACK

(Normally $600)

LASER PERFECT

Halt H H ® V A L

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
OUR LOINESTPR/CE EVER/

Medical Director, Eric Appell M.D.

Call for a FREE consultation:
281-493-5218

www.laser  perfect, net

LASER PERFECT 
LASER HAIR REMOVAL

All Houston Locations 

’First Visit Only. Expires 6/15/05

FUN
FREE GIVEAWAYS

DOOR PRIZES RF
O ENTERTAINMENT

TPI SHOPPING
Q NETWORKING O 

ROCK CLIMBING
SPORTS & OUTDOORS
<4" GOOD FOOD

Deloitte
Prudential ® Financialvoice

RAiWSOW
OirtvSnuirt

ywawr'tuxja/xt qtt't cnambef of' eommfce 

713-523-7576 ghglcc.org

Fort Lauderdale Real Estate

www.AndyWeiser.com

COLDUUGIX 
BAMKeRO

ANDY WEISER
Put Coldwell Banker's
Top Producer to work for You

954-560-9667

www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTON VOICE

| eclipse cover story

Music channel blazes trails
MTV, continued from Page 12

While MTV did not play the song on the 
music channel, Guns ‘N’ Roses did per­
form on the music channel, to the chagrin 
of gay activists and their supporters.

“The thing about our audience is that 
they’re not monohthic,” says Rowe, MTV’s 
vice president. “We do allow our artists to 
express themselves. We work with organiza­
tions like GLAAD and GLSEN [Gay Lesbian & 
Straight Education Network] to represent posi­
tively images of gay Americans and the issues 
they face. And you would find that more than 
[on] any other network we honestly show what 
this community has to deal with.”

Lazin agrees.
“[MTV is] not here to advocate an indi­

vidual viewpoint,” he says. “It’s led the 
way, in terms of progressive thinking. So 
while they reflect society, they also have 
been progressive in terms of trying to 
educate society”

Another gay milestone took place in 2001 
when MTV cut off all programming on the 
channel and for 17 hours ran the names on 
a black screen of hate crime victims.

The murder of 21-year-old Wyoming 
college student Matthew Shepard was 
also a frequent topic on MTV In 1999, as 
part of the “Fight For Your Rights: Take 
a Stand Against Violence” campaign, 
MTV ran a series of public service 
announcements featuring the victim’s 
mother, Judy Shepard. In 2001, MTV 
aired a full-length film about the murder.

MTV Networks, the parent company of 
MTV is preparing to offer even more gay con­
tent by launching the highly anticipated all- 
gay channel LOGO on dime 30. It Will be avail­
able on digital cable on a separate channel.

“We’re going to have movies, documen­
taries, original series, and more than 200 
movie titles — all gay-themed,” says David 
Bittier, a spokesperson for LOGO.

Bittier says LOGO programming will 
feature shows like “Noah’s Arc,” about a 
struggling black, gay screenwriter and his 
three friends in Los Angeles. In addition^ 
the all-gay channel will explore culturally 
diverse documentaries such as “What’s It 
Like to be Gay & Muslim.”

But don’t expect the launch of the new 
channel to interfere with the queer quo­
tient on MTV

“They’re really two separate channels,” 
Rowe says. “LOGO is going to benefit from 
the programming on MTV but it won’t 
diminish at all our focus on this area.”

MTV BEGAN OPERATING IN AUGUST 
1981 as a channel that ran continuous 
music videos. The first video aired on MTV

O MORE INFO
Equality Forum 
www.equalityforum.org

MTV Networks Inc.
1515 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 
212-846-6000 
www.mtv.com 

the Buggies’ “Video Killed the Radio Star,” 
predicted a medium that would eventually 
introduce artists such as Prince, Madonna, 
Duran Duran and Michael Jackson to much 
larger audiences.

In 1985, MTV Networks launched Video 
Hits 1 (VH1), which featured more main­
stream music and less heavy metal and rap. 
Today, MTV Networks includes VH1, Nick 
At Nite, Nickelodeon, TV Land, Spike TV 
and Country Music Television.

In the ’90s, MTV added television shows to 
its mix, including the cartoon “Beavis and 
Butthead,” and reality shows like “Road 
Rules” and “The Real World.” “The Real 
World,” the channel’s trademark reality show 
that documents the interaction between 
seven strangers living in the same home, 
debuted 15 years ago and featured a gay man.

“The first ‘Real World’ had the gay char­
acter on there, named Norman, which was 
a huge deal at the time,” says Bittier.

Rodger Streitmatter, author of “Sex 
Sells! The Media’s Journey from 
Repression to Obsession,” and a journal­
ism professor at American University, in 
D.C., agrees.

“During its early years, the ‘Real World’ 
on MTV provided an invaluable service to 
the movement,” Streitmatter says. “I’m 
sure that millions upon millions of young 
people — kids in their teens or early 20s — 
were introduced to gays and lesbians and 
bisexuals for the very first time on the pro­
gram ... and so their comfort level with gay 
people increased enormously”

Like many viewers, Bittier says the most 
memorable gay moment on the channel 
was the inclusion of Pedro Zamora on the 
third season of “The Real World.” The 22- 
year-old gay native of Cuba and his partner, 
who was African American, held a commit­
ment ceremony on the show. Zamora died of 
AIDS-related complications in 1994.

“The things that were special about 
Pedro back then were not only that for 
much of our audience it was the first time 
that they met someone gay, but he was also 
HIV-positive,” Rowe says. “[Pedro] was in 
an interracial relationship ... and it was a 
remarkable opportunity for our audience to 
interact with somebody they probably 
wouldn’t have an opportunity to do so with­
in their day-to-day life.”

Streitmatter agrees.
“I still have students in my classes who 

talk about Zamora as if he was one of their 
friends. They got to know him so well,” he 
says. “For kids to watch as this handsome 
and personable young man gradually suf­
fered the ravages of AIDS became a more 
powerfill public health lesson than any­
thing they could have been exposed to in 
the classroom.”

Today, Streitmatter says, “The Real 
World” isn’t as effective as it was 10 years 
ago when it comes to increasing viewers’ 
comfort level about gay people.

“The casting has become too formula­
ic — one virgin, one gay or lesbian, one 
African American,” he says.
“Contemporary kids recognize that the 
whole thing is scripted to encourage con­
flict and drama.”
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GROW

RUMORS OF MY 
EXTTNJCTTON 
HAVE BEEN 
GREATLY 
EXAGGERATED..

brady's corner services

F0« 
LH

CONTACT 

OUR SALES TEAM 
7135298490

voice

buildyourbusiness

Alignments 
Brakes

2314 Washington 
713-8804747

CLASSIFIEDS Visit houstonvoice.com to place your ad. Up to 25 words only $12.50 per week. 50</ each 
additional word. Fax toll-free 1.888.409.6768, or call toll-free 1.877.863.1885. Deadline for 
online ads: Sam Wednesday. For other submissions: 5:30pm Tuesday.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Is your home special? Tell 
our readers about it. Guarantee they will see it with our new fea­
tures. Bold or box your ad for added attraction. Contact our cus­
tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

MIDTOWN RENT 2 OWN Owner Fin. In Contemporary 3 sto­
ry T/H, 3/3.5/2, 2,452 sq ft, marble, hdwd floors, granite kitch­
en. No credit req. (832) 607-0144.

SALE/
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS! 
Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

RENT/
MONTROSE - RICE Garage apmt, unfurnished, 1 person, 
hdwds, quiet, private. Water paid, no smokers, drugs or pets. 
$450/mo + $50 dep. (713) 522-4210.

HEIGHTS
HOUSTON HEIGHTS Efficiency for Rent.
Bedroom, Bathroom, Kitchen. Utilities PAID. $600.00 per mo. 
$300.00 deposit. NO pets.
(713) 864-1681

MONTROSE 1 BR, 1 BA, pool, security gate, on-site laundry, 
new wood firs & moldings, new appls & fresh paint. Water, gas 
& cable included! $585/mo. (713) 504-3103.

MONTROSE OFFICE SPACE Ideal for Psychotherapist or 
Personal Coach. Utilities/phone/voicemail included 24 Hour 
access, Available May 1st $550.00/Month 713 524-1771

MONTROSE AREA
LARGE 1BR w/laundry and great patio! ALL BILLS
PAID. Call (713)522-2263

GALLERIA AREA.
REMODELI ng Specials. 
Studio Apartments. 
(713)783-8211
Mention THIS ad for special!!

3 MONTROSE APTS For Rent!
Take your pick!!! 1 BR/1 BA or 2 BR/1 BA.
Both in quiet neighborhood. Hwd Floors, appliances, W/D.
2BR/2BA near the clubs with fabulous Gourmet Kitchen!! New 
carpet, C/AH, W/D
Call Jason: (832)541-9801

CONDO 4 RENT $700/mo. All Utils paid. Pool. (713) 805- 
6433. www.houstoncondo.com

OLJR YEARLY CRUISE EVENT • FEB 4-15, 2006 
GAY CKt JTSTv FOR OLDER 
MKN THEIR AITTVlIKIvKS

Toll Free: 877-639-8055 Direct: 954-735-8108 
www.GAY-CRIJISING-WITH-MIM.COM

Fam. $1045 PP*
11 nt cruise to Panama Lana! 

with a great group of guys for
11 days of fun & friendship. Departs
Fort Lauderdale 2/4 visiting Jamaica, 

Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica and 
Mexico and 4 great days at sea.

' per person, max. $100 per cabin for t.icc-anvicw cabins
* Per person dbk- occ. Taxes extra

All travel.« ningenK-nts by Meeting & locenUve Mariccttag 
. ■' FL 'CST 207742640

’

HEIGHTS GARGAGE APT Recently remodeled 1 BR w/ 
WD, priv off-street parking, perfect for grad stu­
dent. Avail June. $725/mo. (713) 861-0885.

HEIGHTS-INSIDE THE LOOP 2 2 2 charming home, up 
dated with all appliances, including WD. Private yard behind 
8 foot fence, new Berber, 22 windows, 7 lighting tracks, pet 
friendly, includes basic cable & quarterly pest control by Ter- 
minix. $1,200 mo/1 year lease. Gary (713) 385-5800

MONTROSE 3 BR, 2 BA apartment in private 3 unit tropical 
compound with pool. Updated, centrals, hardwoods, WD conn. 
$1,500/mo. (713) 822-1577. Owner/agent.

RENT IT FAST with our new features. Draw attention to 
your ad by using our bold or box feature. Contact our cus­
tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

BENT FURNISHED HOUSING
GLBT COMMUNITY HOUSE
$100 wkly-furnished private bedrooms.
BILLS PAID. Cable, DSL, yard!
West Heights/North Sheperd/610 North 
No alcohol/drugs (713)906-4119

ROOMMATE SERVICES
KATY
SGWM SEEKS ROOMMATE to share 3BR 2.5BA home 
w/2 car garage in Katy. 1-10 and Fry Rd.Private BR & 
bath. Non smoker & NO drugs please.(281)463-0969

SHARE /
MED CENTER 1 Master BR avail in SFH. W/ priv BA, Phone 
hook-up, kit & Laundry access & car port. Furn. $320/mo. Ma­
ture Fem pref. (713) 291-4255. Murielsplace@aol.com

SE 610 LOOP AREA Lrg 3 BR house to share. Lrg swimming 
pool, great place to live. $400/mo. (713) 941-4646.

SE 610 LOOP AREA Lrg 3 BR house to share. Lrg swimming 
pool. $400/mo. (713) 941-4646.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITES
EVERYONE WILL LOVE
DAY one you feel it, Day two you crave it, Day three you tell 
your friends.Free Dealer sign-up 
www.m2cglobal.com/natewww.m2cglobal.com/nate

EMPLOYMENT
!---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1

Adecco-
I HOSPITALITY

ADECCO HOSPITALITY is hiring part time 
local positions and permanent jobs with

NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINES

POSITIONS AVAILABLE INCLUDE
I waiters, bartenders, room attendants, 

laundry, chefs, cooks, and 
surveillance personnel

Call (713) 627"0471 for appointment.

Immediate openings, experience a plus 
but all levels considered.

I------------------------------------------------------------- - ------------------------ I

FREELANCE REPORTERS NEEDED
to cover hard news.

Send resume and three clips to: 
Editor Houston Voice 

500 Lovett #200 
Houston Texas 77006

RETAIL MATTRESS SALES For local AIDS Charity. PT 
Exp Furniture Sales & Delivery. Must be bi-lingual. Have Re­
tail Experience. Heavy lifting involved. Call (713) 906-4119.

TEXAS SHIRT COMPANY is hiring in the Heights.Come 
work in a fun, gay-o*wned/operated environment that is a 
non-retail setting. Find out more at www.txshirts.com/em- 
ployment.asp

CAN YOU MAKE PEOPLE LIKE YOU?
If you answered yes, WE NEED TO TALK! The Houston Voice, 
the city's leading gay and lesbian weekly newspaper is look­
ing for ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES. Candidates will 
have some sales experience, ample determination and a "can 
do" attitude. We offer a challenging and exciting opportuni­
ty in a fast-paced, goal oriented (yet fun) environment. Com­
petitive compensation, training and a competitive benefits 
package including health/dental/life insurance, paid holidays, 
vacation and MORE! Call Jason Wilson at 713-529-8490 and 
tell him why you're the best for the job!
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BUY / SELL
TANNING BED
THE TANNER by EuroTan 
16 bulbs with
10 hours use

$1000 obo
713-771 -8041 maxf@houston.rr.com

PHOTOGRAPHY / VIDEO

713.240.5508
15% OFF 
Portrait 
Packages 

Th ru
May ^5

mention acl for dincaum

davidlewisimages.com

MASSAGE
NUDE MASSAGE BY Professional.
Experienced, Mature Therapist.
Handsome, Muscular, Masculine, Very Well Hung.
Thick cut.Swedish, Reflexology and Hot Stone.
Strong Healing Hands.
RMT# 032664
Patrick: (713)447-2151

SWEDISH MASSAGE BY PATRICK Relaxation, Myother­
apy, deep tissue. (RMT #024589) (713)739-0087. 
(713)501 -9852deeptissueman2@aol.com

BODY MAGIC * STRESS RELEASE * DEEP TISSUE * 
Montrose. In/Out. 9am-midnight. (713) 857-1009

REWARD YOURSELF
A NICE TOUCH/RELAXATION 

OF BODY AND MIND BY

. LEE
832 978-7017

i CENTRALLY LOCATED
\ 1 OAYS/EVENINGS

... X % j OUTCALLS WELCOME

MASSAGE BY BILL All knotted up? Let me help!
Incalls/Outcalls. Sam-10pm, 7days week. Excellent rates.

Bill (281) 530-4751

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE
Tall, masculine, muscular, state licensed, AMTA certified, 11 
years exp. Incredible, full body total release! $75. Inner Loop/ 
SW Mike, (713) 963-9603

WWwNllMk
MO hour! ♦ Aram Mwlr Ttww

Private C'ei&rai 7 chiys &

INSTRUCTIOM
HOUSTON'S ONLY GLBT SCUBA Classes from PADI Master 
Instructor. GLBT Scuba Vacations Hedonism Jamaica relaxing, 
diving with Scuba Instructor & DiveMaster. 
TheScubaGuy@gmail.com.

CALL MAZ 713-480-2004

* therapudic • wedifh • sportf

• deep tissue • myotherapy

• rdaM&um therapy

NEki/ Steam ftoom!!!
Montrose Studio

7l3.S2^.SiOO 
wwwjasonrmt.com

MALE LOPEZ 
281-844-7456

AND .ASSOCIATE

KENNY 
713-515-2882

THE ULTIMATE MASSAGE 
for Today's Businessman 

’4 Hands’ Massage
Body Waxing and Body Cufs Available

71 3.446.61 22
MONTROSE STUDIO 

TRAINED IN A 
VARIETY OF TECHNIQUES!

DEADLINES: 8am Wednesday for 

online submissions only.

5:30pm Tuesday for all other submissions.

damien!
FULL RELIEF NAKED BODY MASSAGE 

IN/OUT CALLS
26 YR OLD, BLACK HAIR. BLUE EYES!

let me help relieve that stress.
24 / 7 ON CALL IN HOUSTON

281-989-8948
MONTROSE / GALLERIA / DOWNTOWN

WWW.METROSPA4MEN.COM

Texas* F/Al Full 
Service Spa 
Esclusively for 
Today's Man

Est. 2004

713-52-METRO 
526-3876 

Tue-Sat 9-9 Sun Noon-9
2606 Grant Street Houston Texas 77006
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HANLON

ALLAN NUlWiRTH

Nathan and Soviric
Kte wAreniNA

ON SHe LATBSS

SHOW...

APAAA, MY SON, ONC® A6A<N IT AAUS UP»M 
THY BRAWNY (AMPteAN WIT) To
CNOOSrTH WHICH HOTTie SMAU. FALL FROM.
&f^Ace... and <aer his ass KicKETH outta 
Yom <aARDgM PARAPiSe WHICH X THe 
HeiPoFA FABULOUS FAYfietAH PRoDuericM

poN' VPU PARC 
Pick

UMMM... Li Ke, UM
UH...T Pic-K...

,23333'1 w' SRee of 
KHowLePGeVf youg
***-—_ woLeip

WHAT?? AFTER I SUCK0? 
ypupt biwaaa sewi'ko th^

0

THE LAST TIME X- SAW SOMEtHiMS 
■THAT SMAU- IT IMA$ 
(AIRAPPS? IN A BLANKET ON AN 
HORS PoeuVRE TRAY.' WHY . 
CVfJ'TCUA JUST 
&,o cwwa r i "pT

U&H... MOT NOW?' IT'S
-TAMARA, MY MOM'-S 

Uve-in compam'ion--

ANP SO, ADAM, X SAY VEFlt-Y UNTO THEE-’ 
THERE ARE BUT 5 O2NTESTANTS LEFT, one Op •• // 
0UT BEWARE: *-mE SEKPENT" is STiLU- IN ’ 
Your Midst, and he Mityrr oust bite tmeE 

town,-,_____ » 7 - IN THE ASS U

LEMAA^ TEU, YA, Y' 0i<S QUP&J, OY- ' SUCH A MOUTH
----- ' on THAT 0 Me! ANO

T© THINK’ Pt>OR AOAM (NHieH 'THOU SHALT CHOOSE AS THY "STEVE 
AAVETM UP A RiB 

FOR THAT ©itCH

-Sl6H- EVER SINCE MoM'S ALTHEIMER'S 
KitKep in, it's eeaa one emerbency 
AFTER ANOTHER — EITHER SHE'S 
SLAPPED TAMA PA, OR EATEN COINS, 
OK LOST HER PAUSE TEETH AGAIN...

0

OU^HIT' 
OKAY, TXC BE THW?E 

AS -Soon AS I 
can!

' Hi.TAAAARA... > 
WHATS HAPPENEP
< Nouu...

WHAT iS_ 
IT, BABY? 
WHA'S 
WR»N<a </

MY MOM. IS MISSING !
NO ONE KNOWS WHeR& 
she is — tve Gotta <set 
TO LONG ISLANP -tb HELP

FIND HER.Y
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Sone of the best massage therapii
F 3 YEARS IN A ROW

713.542.0426
wvuw.2®p]minassaBe.com

BODYWORKS BY LOU Professional relaxing massage by 
Experienced RMT & Certified Personal Trainer. Memorial 
Park & Clear Lake locations. $60/hr. Call Lou: (713) 204- 
2885. Visit: http://hometown.aol.com/bodyworksbylou.

HEALTH / FITNESS
RECOVERY GROUP! FOOD ADDICTS In Recovery 
(FAIR) GLBT Open 12 Step Meeting. Beginning 5/2. Every 
Monday from 7-8pm. Bering Methodist Church, Rm 230, 
back entrance of church, www.foodaddictsinrecovery.com

get fit NOW!

free consultation
certified trainer

(713) 
871-1887

must meet criteria in 
phone interview

4:^

BODY / SOUL
MANSCAPING MEN'S WAXING & clipping. Private location 
in Montrose. Call Dale (713) 529-5952 for appt.

xV’

Trrot 5 
by Robert

reveals past present and future.
Helps within all affairs of life. 

Specializing in reuniting lovers.
Nothing is impossible

(713) 627-88Z4

INTERNATIONALJM

o Oprah
about Kibc 

wsnbc.com
Afeaw* Acai 

tn MSNBC with 
Matt Lau&r

ENERGY DRINK Front the Brazilian Rainforest 

Loiter Cholesterol Letels, Helps Resistant To Cold /flu Libido * Stamina Increase
Also Fat BurnerK,nd Weight Loss

Michelle Fernandez s*
(281) 685-0542 cell 
www.frutavida.com/2248124 
www.frutavida4u.com/ferstar

WEBSITES

GALAXYMAL
18+ only!

STRAIGHT MEN

R2a

and call toll free

k OR MR.RIGHT N0W2
I

your inttont gay connection
JOIN FREE!

meet hot texas men in live personals & local gay chat rooms

co0 now 1.888<- BO YSGO
______________________ 1 888-726-9746 (only Wfrl

ESCORTS
BARELY LEGAL!
FEATURING male or she-male escorts. 
lncall/outcall/24-7
Selective hiring.
Cash and all major credit cards welcome 
(713)526-1531

TREVOR!
HOT YOUNG SEXY!
PRIVATE Male Escort 
Guaranteed fun.
In/Out Calls
Call for flat rate.
713.627.3000

JULIAN
26 YEAR OLD LAW STUDENT

57!{ • SWIMMERS BUILD
BLACK HAIR • BLUE EYED • 8" CUT

IN OR OUT CALLS

L€T MG ROCK YOUR WORLD
VERSATILE

2SI.989.8948
24/7 GREAT MASSAGES TOO • GALLERIAAIONTROSDOOWNTOWN

BODYWORK
BODYWORK: COME AND see! Huge talent, take it off, 
relax stress away, ease muscle soreness.
Private & Professional. Nice young guy. (832)978-7661

So long as you're happy! 
said Blade's wise Mama.

We're back! - Blade and/or Maverick 
(713) 864-2233. www.DaddyBlade.com

BODYWORK: COME AND SEE! Huge talent, take it off, 
relax stress away, ease muscle soreness. Private & profes­
sional. Nice young guy. (832) 978-7661
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fekDISCREET 
ftdv rubs

HOSPITALITY!
Friendly 6 2351b 

Blue-eyed Cowboy

Full Body 
Nude Massage 

find Body Worship

Stripping Avaiiable!
HoustonsHottestBodies.com

Ph 281-687-3735

Nude Rubdowns
DELP IISSUE
SPORTS
SENSUAL
PROFESSIONAL FITNESS TRAINEE
Discrete I Safe I Fulfilling
JEFF
IN MONTROSE

713 208 8894

ADULTS ONLY
WWW.SPANKTHIS.COM Being spanked, real discipline 
for young punks. New movie each month. Instant access or 
purchase.

WWW.HOTSTUDS.COM -New hot original BareBack videos. Hot 
Studs, Sexy Twinks and Latin Boys doing it all raw. View online or 
purchase discretely.

How to place a Classified ad:
BY WEB: www.houstonvoice.com By e-mail: classifieds@houstonvoice.com By fax: Fax 
completed order form and credit card information to Houston Classifieds, 888-409- 
6768. By phone: Call in with completed order form to 877-863-1885. By mail: Mail com­
pleted order form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 
200, Houston, TX 77006. In person: Bring completed order form with payment to the 
Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5 pm) 500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 200, Houston.
Ad policy: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not 
meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation. Misprints: 
Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check 
ads promptly.

DEADLINES: 8am Wednesday for online submissions only. 
5:30pm Tuesday for all other submissions.
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OPENING 
SOON 

Grand Opening 
, MAY 21st -
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slevenunderliill.com
415-978-2463

■

'S

k !

a:

®' -

Can I still advertise 
myself as masculine 
if I only act like a 
girl in bed?

I AM 36 YEARS OLD AND GUESS WHAT? 
I don’t want some 18- or 21-year-old child. 
Introduce me to his dad, OK?

THE WORST THING ABOUT COMING 
out as a lesbian was all the incredibly stu­
pid people who are out at clubs on a regu­
lar basis.

BARS FOR GAY MEN ARE NICER THAN 
bars for gay women because gay men 
spend more money, period! Like the say­
ing goes “You gotta play to win!”

I DO THINK THAT WE GAY MEN OWE 
the lesbian community a debt of gratitude 
for the way they stood by us in the darkest 
days of AIDS, even though some of them 
come off a bit self-righteous here.

GUYS, PLEASE STOP WITH THE 
eyebrow plucking and waxing! Do you 
have any idea how effeminate you look? 
Just tattoo “BIG FAG” on your forehead!

THESE GUYS GRIPING ABOUT SOME 
cosmetic or hygienic trimming need to step 
into modern reality The species isn’t run­
ning barefoot in the woods anymore! Clean 
up those gnarly, wild crotches! Yuck.

I WORK AT A GAY-OWNED AND 
-operated restaurant, but the “straight” 
guy in the kitchen keeps talking about 
how being gay is wrong. Why are we 
employing him?

YOU SHACKED UP WITH ME FOR MY 
money, and then you get pissed when I 
treat you like a whore. We all end up hav­
ing to earn our keep, one way or another.

TO THE IDIOT WHO WROTE ABOUT 
Goth kids: It’s not about weird hair, it’s 
about individuality So throw your 
Abercrombie on, and head out with the 
rest of the cookie-cutter crowd.

I AM AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN MAN 
who was approached recently by two differ­
ent white guys at a gay bar for drugs, even 
though there were white guys on either side 
of me. It really annoys me that white guys 
assume that black guys have drugs when 
they’re at white bars. Please stop it!

IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM WITH 
meeting people you recognize from the 
Internet, then stay offline!

TO THE “AMAZING RACE” FAN WHO 
criticized the gay couple Lynn and Alex: 
They are not making a spectacle of them­
selves, they are trying to win $1 million. 
They’re just being who they are.

SUSPICIOUS PEOPLE WHO ARE 
checking their boyfriend’s computer files 
have no right to get their feelings hurt or 
feel slighted in any way! Shame on you! 
What’s next? Eavesdropping on private 
phone calls, or opening someone else’s mail?

WE ALL KNOW LESBIANS AREN’T 
just sitting around playing folk music and 
petting their pussies. They’re also having 
potluck dinners and forming support 
groups.

NOT EVERYONE HATES MEN WITH 
back hair. I love them! The more back 
hair the better!

TO “HOT GUYS” WHO USE THEIR 
looks to become popular: It’s not the “hot 
guys” that have the personality that “real 
people” want to get to know.

I MET YOU WHILE YOU WERE STRIPPING.
I didn’t ask you to stop stripping. One 
STD later, I am asking myself why I dated 
you in the first place.

IF YOU’RE GOING TO CRUISE THE SEX 
Web sites and hopefully get lucky, expect 
some rejection or lack of interest from 
some guys. Accept the fact that someone 
out there doesn’t want you!

WHY DO ETHNIC MEN INSIST ON 
calling themselves “white”? You are not 
white! Don’t hate me. I’m just calling it 
like it is!

YOUR LAST BOYFRIEND TOLD YOU THAT 
you use the word “love” too freely that you’re 
selfish, and that it’s always best to tell the 
truth. I wish you had fistened to him.

SORRY BUT YOU’RE NOT BEEFY. 
Porky is more like it.

I HAVE A 32-INCH WAIST, A 46-INCH 
hairy chest and a fuzzy face, and I like 
being considered a bear. So to the 34-inch- 
waisted guy who finds comfort in ridicul­
ing my fellow bears: Think again, tubby.

WHY ON EARTH WOULD ANYONE, man 
or woman, feel bad about having a 34-inch 
waist? It just goes to show the sick 
thoughts people have based on the percep­
tions shoveled out in the mass media.

IF I HEAR ONE MORE TIME ABOUT 
how we “sissies” are promoting a nega­
tive stereotype, I’m going to hurl. I don’t 
feel bad about being light in the loafers, 
so quit rainin’ on my parade!

Editors' note: These are real bitches, sent in by real readers, 
about gay life's little annoyances, and the big ones, too. 
Got a bitch?
Call 1-800-858-8088
or e-mail: bitch@expressgaynews.com
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CAUTION 
HOT GAY MEN 
Stutloftescorts.com is sweltering with a mouth 

watering combination of muscles and attitude 

The amazingly spicy new gay escort directory 

for men is sure to make your temperature rise 

www.studloftescorts.com

HOT GAY

w
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ESCORTS 
y //

JOTGAYA^V^ 

studloft
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reclaim your nightlife
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ChNH With thousands of hot hung jocks and 
local men now on live cam, video & phone!!

—...

yF'-'' v '? i

:7

7^ iffigfyi

.>/. y ■
-i. '''

GAY PORN«■.

I

( I1

I

FREE TRIAL •
CODE: 1693 •
www.lnteractiveMale.com 1.900.446.1212 ($1,99/min.) 18+

San Antonio

210.933.1234
Austin

512.735.5000
Find Your Number

1.800.777.8000

Houston

713.595.0000
Ft. Worth

817.289.1234
Dallas

214.379.7979

WHO’S WAITING 
FOR YOU?™

interactive male

LOCAL IZ 
MEN
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