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COMING EVENTS

November 14 (Tuesday) Regular ONC meeting, in the Garden Center, 1500 Hermann Drive, at 8 PM. 
"Nature Photographÿ" will be discussed by Dr. John L. Tveten.

November 18 (Saturday) Regular ONC field trip to Winedale and Round Top, led by Wallace C. 
Mebane, Jr. See your Nature Club Notes for details.

November 26 (Sunday) Regular OG field trip to Freeport and environs, led by Ben Feltner. 
Meet at 6830 AM in the Weingarten's parking lot at .Gulfgate Shopping 
Center.

December JO (Saturday) Houston Christmas Bird Count led by Dr. John L. Tveten. See announc- 
ment immediately below? ..

HOUSTON CHRISTMAS COUNT --Saturday, December. JO, 1967

It may seem rather premature to be worrying about a Christmas count, but that time is 
rapidly approaching. It takes a great deal of organizing and preparation, so your prompt 
response is necessary.

This granddaddy of birding field trips is a lot of fun as well as béing valuable to our 
hobby< If you can take part, call or write: John L. Tveten, 512 Inwood Dr., Baytown, Texas 
77520, (58J-44J1). Please don't procrastinate- it's a lot easier for each of you to drop a 
card in the mail than for one person to call every birder.

Again: Saturday, December JO. The evening meeting will be held at the Tower Restuarant 
in Baytown. There will be more details in future Spoonbills, but get your reseiwations in now.

MASKED DUCKS HAUNT ANAHUAC IN PRB-HALLOWE'EN CATOR!

A strange but welcome visitor to the Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge was reported this 
month. Russ Clapper, of the Refuge, says, "If you find the bird and watch it fop a few min­
utes, 'it' will stretch its wings and show white speculum." Thià unusual visitor is none 
other than the Masked Huck!

Early on the mornings of October J and 4, one adult with female markings was seen at 
the Shoveler Pond near the second old boardwalk, as one drives in. At the time this was re­
ported,. she was usually present all day. Observers should stay in auto to avoid flushing 
"her". She was seen with one to four young ducklings, still downy and just a few days old. 
The bird is very shy and moves from open water near the old board walk east of pump into grass 
and reeds of the pond.

The lone "fem»!e" first reported by Mrs. Cornelius fromtBeaumont about September 1, was 
observed again on October.’4 in company with Mrs. Cornelius, JSrs. Van Zandt, Mrs. Bills, Mrs. 
Clapper, and Mrs. Kennedy. Mrs. Cornelius confirmed that this was the same bird observed about 
September 1. Mrs. Cornelius recalls seeing a duck much earlier that was observed at some dis-
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tance through a scope that looked, like a male Masked. Duck (not positively identified).
Among those vi siting the Refuge on Saturday, October 7, were John and Gloria Tveten and 

Armand Tramategui, who discussed the possibility that the lone adult Masked Duck with female 
markings may have been a male in eclipse plumage.

On Monday, October 9, Linda Snyder reported a third adult with female markings.

PRAIRIE CHICKENS NEED TEXANS!! !

The following letter is printed by the request of dur president., F. Richard Miller-, 
who says, ”1 sincerely hope that Texans will outdo thé generosity of our.out—of—state friends 
so that, through-your organization (.Texas Wildlife, an affiliate of World Wildlife Fund) another 
piece of natural Texas can be preserved for future generations." (parenthesis inserted by co-ed.)

Dear Mr. Miller;
Tn the interest of saving time and travel, we moved thé Texas Wildlife Office to 

Austin about the middle of July. We are still plugging away at trying to raise money 
to finish paying for the Prairie Chicken Refuge Lands,

At the present time we still owe $123,000.00 and this is counting $45,000.00 of 
oùt-of-state pledges that are to come to us if we raise thé remainder of the money this 
year and, frankly, we are behind schedule and working hard to make,.a better showing this 
fall..

Sincerely,
HOWARD D0DŒN *
Executive Director
Texas Wildlife

RARE BIRD DISCOVERED IN TEXAS ( 01967 by The New York Times Company. Reprinted by permission).

WASHINGTON"- Ivory-billed Woodpeckers, spectacular red, white arid black bards of thé south­
ern swamplands that ornithologists long feared extinct, have been found in Texas.

Three pairs of the 20-inch birds- as big as crows- have been sighted in the Neches River 
Valley iri the Big Thicket country of Eastern Texas by John V. Dennis of Leesburg, Va. , an expert 
on woodpeckers^ Dennis, who searched for the woodpeckers under a contract with the Interior 
Department, estimated on the basis of his study and reports from amateurs that there are 5 to 10 
pairs of the birds in the Big Thicket.

The last previous confirmed sighting' of an Ivory-bill, America’s largest woodpecker, was of 
one bird on the Chipola River in Florida in 1950.

Since then there have been occasional reports of Ivory-bills, but 'ornithologists have dis­
missed the sightings as misidentifications of Pileated Woodpeckers, somewhat simi lAr birds quite 
common in the woodlands.

* Now, Dennis said, the reports of the amateur birdwatchers cannot be so easily- brushed aside. 
Arid Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall said reports of Ivory-bill survival will be inves-e 
tigated along the Corigaree River In South Carolina, along the Apalachicola River iri Florida, 
along the Tombigb.ee River in Alabama arid Mississippi and along the Altamaha River in Georgia.

Dennis saw his" first Ivory-bill in the Big Thicket early last December, about a week after 
his field study began. He was alone;, walking through a cypress swamp, when he spotted the bird 
on a tree only 50 or 60 feet away.

’•He was extremely wary and flew away," Dennis said, "bût I waded iri thé water after him and 
later picked him up again."

Dennis was carrying his seven-power binoculars so he had no difficulty in identifying the 
bird with shiny black and white plummage and long ivory bill. The male bird wears a brilliant 
scàrlet crest.

One of Dennis’s findings raised hope that the Ivory-bill will survive. Ornithologists have 
long attributed their decline th the disappearance of hardwood forests, where the Ivory-bill fed 
on the larva of wood-bpring beetles.

Dennis discovered that the Ivory-bill also fed on insects in pine slashings, indicating that 
that the bird might be adapting to changed environment.

BIRDS STILL ONE JUMP AHEAD (ff.0m the column, "Texas Notebook" by Louis Hofferbert. Reprinted 
by permission of The Houston Chronicle)

Since it become known that the very rare Ivory-billed Woodpecker has been found for sure in 
East Texas quite a few comments have come iri hbout it. Mostly they are in one Of these groups?

Those who say "shucks, I knew it all the time."
Those who say "why, I have seen those birds all my life but never knew what they were."
Those who say "well, what dp we do now?"
The first two are interesting, naturally. But the last one is a whizzer, and I only wish 

I knew the answer.
Several people have asked if I think there is a chance thé government will set rip a special 

refuge for the Ivory-bills. Something like the one for the Whooping Cranes.
Strictly as a guess, I would say that is not likely. Such a refuge, many thousands acres of 
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valuable timber land, would be expensive out of this world. On top of that, there is no guaran­
tee the woodpeckers would stay in a refuge if they had one.

They might, of course. Especially if the right food supply was kept up. But nobody knows 
enough about the big woodpeckers to be certain about anything. And you can see how it might get 
embarrassing if millions were spent on a refuge, only to find the woodpeckers went thataway.

On the other hand, the fact that Ivory-bills have managed to stay one jump ahead of extinc­
tion tells us something, tod. For one thing, it tells us that six miles of virgin timber is not 
really necessary for every pair, as was commonly believed.

Also, despite fears of some folks, I doubt there is much danger of big landowners ripping 
and slashing through the woods to ruin any possible woodpecker sanctuary. They would have to 
rip through a couple hundred miles of river bottom to be sure they covered the right places, and 
I have a feeling this would get sôrt of tedious after a while.

The fact is, some pretty effective steps have been 'taken already, though this is not gener­
ally known.

Way back last winter, when the Ivory-bills were first found, some timber cutting was about 
to start right where it might hâve endangered the newlyQdisoovered birds.

So Houston's Congressman Bob Eckhardt got on the telephone and talked to everybody who had 
anything to do with the timber, it was not in his distrlot, you understand, but Bob is one of 
the most conservation-minded men' in Congress and he wanted to help.

Anyway, he got on the phcme and convinoed everybody it would be a lot better to leave the 
timber than lose the woodpeckers#. And he got firm promises the trees would not be cut.

That is good news for the woodpeckers, of course. And it proves it helps to have a con­
gressman on your side .

CLEARINC HOUSE, September, 1967

Pied-billed Qrebéî (1)2,16 (4)1B,11 Oove AKM.
White Pêllcanî (9)15 (70)11 Pove AKM; (50)30.Bolivar Peninsula NO BSs
BROWN PELICAN: (1)8 Galveston Island NO JD. (see notes)
Anhinga: (1)2 (5o)19 Cove AKM; (1)1110102 Holly Springs JR. (see notes)
Gréât Blue Heron: (10)50 Bôiivâr Peninsula NO DH.
Creen Heron: (1)1 cove AKM.
Reddish Egret: (l)3rd week, Cove.S. L. Griffith reported by AKM.
American Bittern: (6)30 Anahuas Refuge NO DH.
Wood Stork: (1)4 (3ô)5 Oove AMs .(150)30 Baytown JT (30)11 Oove
White-face Ibis: 11 days, (50)7 (35)9 (15)16 Oove AKM,
vdiite Ibis: (5-15)5 days Oove Akm.
Roseate Spoonbill: (l)4.;l®^0 (îô)l (4)16 Oove AM? (10)30 Solivar Peninsula SO iffi,
Canada Goose: (1, Lesser)21 Cove AKM. (Probably a migrant AKM.)
Whité-frôhtëd Goose: (1)11 Cove ARM. (Probably a migrant AKM.)
Snow Ooose: (l)li cove AKM. (frobably a migrant Aim.)
Blue Côoséiànd Snow Snow Goose: (4000)30 Anahuac Refuge NO DH
fulvous Treeduckt (30)30 Anahuac Refuge NO DH.
Mottled Duck: (1=11)6 days (150)10 (100)11 Cove AKM; (30)30 Anahuao Refuge NO DH.
Pintailf (1)18 (.500)10 (100)11,16 Qcve AKM; (100)30 Anahuae Refuge NÔ DR8
Oreen-wihgod Teal: (1)18 (100)10 (3©ô)il (lôô)iê Oove AkM| (10)30 Anahuac Refuge HO DR.
Slue-winged Teal: (30-40)10#10»11,16 Oove ARM; (|00)30 Anahuae Refuge HO DH,
Aifiêriëâh Widgeon: (5)21 (40)26 ÛôVê AKM; (10)30 Anâhüâe Refuge HO Si, 
Shovelî-êfi (10)11 (-1.0)16 Oove AKM; (4)3@ Anahuae Refuge HO. M 
Ruddy Duck: (4)30 Ahahüâc Refuge NÔ DH, 
MASKED DUCK: See story on page 1.
Bî-âêk vulture: (6)1 Oove ARM*, » * \
Mississippi Kite: (1)7 (1)11 (1)16# 10102 Holly Springs JR. (All adults flying low; seen well. JR.)';

(1)3; 11916 Sfêkêh Sough RbM; (4)13; 11001 Landon Lane bh M
§harp=shinned Hawkt (1)4 (1)0 ïôlôê Holly Springs jRs
Red=sh@uidered Hgwk: (l)s weeks thru I/Ê3 4^@ Mulberry Lane, Seilairs DM j§ (see netes), 
Sread-winged Hawk: (1)3 Qsve ARM; (fôl)ii (110)14 (515)16 (O6O0)Rf (li)li; IQlOg Holiy brings jr;

(ses notes jr); (150)16,11916 Beken Sou^i rbm; (n@)16 (40=50)17; HOOê L^den 
Marsh Hawk: (1)23 Texas City JT GT.
Ospreyf (1)11 Cove A®1, ___ .
Peregrine faleen| (1)15 1010^ Molly Springs JRo**Pigeon Hawk: (1)5 Anahuao AkM.
Sparrow Hawk: (i)4,S;9;10ili (6)i6 (l=3)sinee 26th, Oove AKMj (1)§3 Oalveston HO DHs
CrêâtêF pFâiri-ê Ohi-êkéns (6)18 Or l|f S 6f Têx City SlêOà Dikë ôn SH 146; MW-.
Bobwhite: (9/9 Mason Hâïk Southeast Houston, NP.
Affiêfiêâh Coot: (10)1 C@vë ARM,
Semipalmated PÎqvëf: (20)23 Galveston H0 DÜs
Kping Ploverî(lê)ê3 Caivêston H0 &
Snowy Plover: (4)13 Calvsaton HO Dhi (|913 Calveston HT 0$;
Siaek-=beiiieS Ployerî (5)11 Oove Affii (10)13 Cal veston hq DH5
Ruâây Tumstonef (2)S1 cove A@î.; (109)10 Oalveston 8$.
^lâfid PlêVêhii (i)si @0Vë ARM; (i)13 OâlvêâtOfi HO
jotted Sanapiperf (1)11 Oovs akm#
Willetf (1-)Ü Oovs ASîi
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Knots(35)23 Galveston NO DHg (20)23 (75)30 Galveston JT GT.
Pectoral Sandpipers (20)2 (8)20 (30)21 Gove ARM.
Dowitcher (sp)8 (3)21 (20)26 Gove AKM.
Stilt Sandpipers (15)21 (3)26 Cove AKM.
Buff-breasted Sandpipers (1)10 Freeport NS JS.
Marbled Godwits (6)23 Galv M GT.
American Avocets (7)21 Cove AKM.
Black-necked Stilts (1)21 Cove AKM.
Wilson's Phalaropes (1)10 Baytown Tunnel RBM? (5)10 Freeport NS JS.
Common Terns (30)30 Galv JT GT;
Sandwich Terns (10)23 (40)30 Galv JT GF.
Black Skimmers (.11)21 Gove AKM.
Black-billed Cuckoos (1)29 Cove AKM.
Screech Owls (1)10,26 Cove AKM.
Great Homed Owls (1-2)18 days Cove AKM..
Barred Owls (1)13 Cove AKM.
Chuck-Will"s-Widow: (2)11 Cove AKM? (1)3, 10102 Holly Springs JR; (4)3 Bayou Woods LH HH. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds (1-2)14 days Cove AKM.
Belted Kingfishers (1)26 Cove AKM.
Yellow-shafted Flickers (1)28,29,30.Cove AKM? (1)2,;(3 males, 3 females) Mason Park, NP 
Red-headed Woodpeckers (1)2 Cove AKM.
Eastern Kingbirds (3©)1 (2)5 (4)10 (3)21 (1)12,26 Cove AKM? (1)3 Fondren Woods IB HH.
TROPICAL KINGBIRDS (1)26 Galv NO JD EC (see notes.) 
Great-crested Flycatchers (4)3 Fondren Woods LH HH. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatchers (1)3 Fondren Woods LH HH. 
Empidonax Flycatchers (1)1, 2,9,20 Cove AKM; (5)30 Galv JT GT; (2)3 Fondren Woods LH HH. 
Eastern Wood Pewees (1)10,18,21 Cove AKM; (2)3 Fondren Woods LH HH.
Olive-sided Flycatchers (1)3© Galv JT GT.
Vermilion Flycatchers (1)28 Cove AKM.
Barn Swallows (12)3 Bayou Woods LH HH.
Purple Martins (1)2 Glenbrook Park Southeast Houston NP,
Catbirds (1)30 Galv NO DH.
Brown Thrashers From the 23rd Cove AKM.; (10)30 Galv NO DH.
Robin: (2)30 Galv NO DH; (3)2 (6)13 (1)30 Glenbrook Park Southeast Houston NP.
Swainson's Thrushs (1)30 Galv NO DH.
Blue—gray Gnatcatchers (4)30 Galv NO DH; (5)3 Fondren Woods LH HH.
Black-and-white Warblers (2)12 Cove AKM; (1)30 Galv NO DH, 
Tennessee Warblers (1)10 11926 Broken Bougn MAM.
Nashville Warblers (1)14 , 11926 Broken Bough MAM; (1)24, 3707 Réveille HW EW. (see notes HW EW).
Yellow Warblers (1)12 Gove AKM.
Magnolia Warblers (2)30 Galveston NO DH.
Kentucky Warblers (1)30 Galv NO DH.
Yellowthroats (2)30 Galv NO DH.
Yellow-breasted Chats. (1)3 Fondren Woods LH HH.
Wilson's Warblers (1)1 (5)12 Cove AKM; (2)3 Fondren Woods LH HH; (1)14; 11926 Broken Bough MAM. 
Canada Warblers (2)3 Fondren Woods LH HH.
American Redstarts (1)10 Cove AKM.
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRDS (1)23 Galv NO DH (see notes').
Baltimore Orioles (1)12 Freeport NS JS.
Blue Grosbeaks (1)22 Gove AKM; (1)3 Fondren Woods LH HH.
Indigo Buntings (1)3 Fondren Woods LH HH.
Seaside Sparrows (1)20,21 Gove AKM.

Omitted, in errors Eared Grebes (1)10 Freeport Surf NS JS.

Clearing House Notess 
The Cove Areas

There were very few blue-winged and many green-winged teal in the teal shooting season. 
There were far more pintails than usual so early. Large ducks were more common than teal and were 
not at all safe from duck hunters,

The United States Corps of Engineers bought my place September 9. I plan to move October 
16 §. few hundred feet south. This plan including six other homes, said to have been bou^it (forced 
sales) for a park on the proposed Lake Wallisville. The lowest marsh area will have three feet of 
water when full to overflowing. The average will be less than 18 inches of water over several 
thousand acres of flooded marsh. There will be three .parks, which ought to provide good birding; 
but nature-wise will be harmful, since estuarine habitats will be replaced by freshwater. (The 
USCE paid around S 800 per acre for land that on the open market is selling for $1500 to $2500. 
Paraphrased by Go-editors Pro-tern.) AKM.

Tropical Kingbirds
We watched this Kingbird for about 20 minutes as it continued its flights after food (TRO­

PICAL KINGBIRD.), and returned each time to its perch on a fence wire about 3© feet from our car. 
The notch in the brown tail could be seen as it perched on the fence and also as it flew in pursuit 
The bèlly and breast were bright yellow (no gray bn the breast as in the Western Kingbird.).no,JB,EC.
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CLSaring House Notes (con't from p,4)

Brown Pelican:
13 Mie Road, seen flying back and forth along the shore line, sometimes as close 
as 390 feet. NO and JB.

Yellow-headed Blackbird;
This was a male and was seen at close range feeding in the grass near the first pond 
oh Stewart Road (just beyond the first golf course.) NO and OH.

Anhinga;
The Anhinga was seen ifi a group of 14 Broad-winged Hawks circling just above the tree- 
tops. That group stayed directly overhead for several minutes, so there was no question 
of identification. JR.

Broad-winged Hawks
I saw more: hawks than I have seen before, and they came in good numbers earlier"in the 
month than they have since I have been watching for them. I saw quite a few hawks other 
than Broad-wings all during the month, one to three at a time, that I was unable to iden­
tify because of height» The Broad-wings I have reported were seen either in the late 
afternoon coming in to roost or in the morning between 9 and 10 circling lbw before tak­
ing off. The 8600 that I saw on the 25th were flying high in very large groups between 
1 and 1:45 PM. When I went out at 1, they were already stretched all across the sky., so 
I have no idea how many there actually were. I was unable to spot anything in this group 
that I equid be sure was not a Broad-wing. JR.

Red-shouldered Hawk:
I wish to report a Red-shouldered Hawk with the uncommon habit of staying in amongst the 
trees around my garden in Bellaire, Its behaviour is unusual also, in often perching low 
on the tree limbs. The head has a deceptively li^it coloration almost like an eye stripe. 
It has been in the Vicinity for 8 weeks. Jerry Strickling has observed it with me and 
agrees Oh its identity. DM.

NashvillèlWarblers
This bird, seen at 4 PM, had yellow beneath its gray head. Its back was olive. He stayed 
near the crysthansemums and caught caterpillars beneath the leaves of these flowers. HW, EW.

Clearing House Contributors:

AKM Arlie K. McKay JR Jane Robinson BH Bill Harwell
NO Norma Oates , NP Noel Pettingell JH Jean Harwell
JB- Jerri Baker ia Louise Hoffman NS Nancy Strickling
EC Etta Coffman HH Henry Hoffman JS Jerry Strickling
DH Dirk Hagemeyer RBM Robert B. Moore DM David Marrack
JT John Tveten MAM Mairy Ann Moore HW Helen Wolfer
GT Gloria Tvetën MW Marian Washbum EW Ella Wolfer

OFFICERS:

Chairman:
Vice-Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Field Trip Chairman:
Program Chairman:
Go-editors of The Spoonbill:

Mr; Richard Miler, 10023 Sugar Hill, Houston, Texas 77042
Mr. Wallace C. Mebane, Jr., 7106 Mobud, Houston, Texas 77036
Mrs. Bill (Katrina) Ladwig, 4200 Mt. Veraon, Houston, Texas 77006
Mbs Sarah Gordon, 1746 Wroxton Court, Houston; Texas 77005
Dr. David Marrack, 4:20 Mulberry Lane, Bellaire; Texas 77401. -
Mrs. Daniel T. (Marian) Washburn, .2101 59th St., Galveston, "Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Ewell C. (Julia) Bradley, #3 Briarway, Houston, Texas 77027

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION and CHANGES of ADDRESS:

Write to Mss Melba Drake, 1746 Wroxton Court, Houston, Texas 77005 
Or to Mss Nell Ray, 1750 Wroxton Court, Houston, Texas 77005.
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